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Other Environment News
· Une sécheresse "extrêmement inquiétante" (TF1)

· Bei längerer Hitzeperiode droht Fischsterben (Frankfurter Rundschau)
· Deadly Heat Wave Paralyzes Parts of the United States (Environment News Service)
· China Struck by Fifth Typhoon, 500,000 Evacuated (Environment News Service)
· Des pluies meurtrières dévastent la Corée du Nord (Le Figaro)
· L'installation des machines est freinée par les délais de délivrance des permis et la proximité des radars. (Libération: Energie)
· Wind power dilemma for Lewis (BBC)
· Farmers use as much pesticide with GM crops, US study finds (The Independent-UK)
· Le nombre et la variété des insectes pollinisateurs diminuent en Europe de manière importante (Le Monde)
· Greenpeace: moratoria para soya brasileña es insuficiente (El Nuevo Herald- Miami)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROLAC
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  7 July  2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  7 July  2006
UN News Service (New York): UN Environmental Chief Calls for New Partnerships to Clear Urban Smog 

NEWS
July 26, 2006 
Posted to the web July 26, 2006 
As the increasingly unbreathable atmosphere of cities in sub-Saharan Africa emerges as a key threat to the health, environment, economy and quality of life of millions of people, the head of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) today called for new partnerships to clear the air. 

"Africa's urbanization is the highest in the world and this, alongside a rise in the number of vehicles, are among the factors that are leading to a decline in air quality with all the health problems this entails," Achim Steiner, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Director of UNEP said as a conference entitled Better Air Quality for African Cities kicked off today at the agency's headquarters in Nairobi. 

Calling the effort to phase out leaded petrol in the region a partnership that has worked and a promise of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 that has been fulfilled, Mr. Steiner called for further commitments through various partnerships. 

"Let us begin to make some more promises and to meet these too," he said, noting that there was already a promise to tackle the high level of sulphur in Africa's transport fuels that contribute to particle pollution. "Let us forge ones on other vehicle-related pollutants and make ones to end the appalling illness and death rates linked with indoor air pollution," he added. 

To achieve these goals, Mr. Steiner maintained that new and wider partnerships must be developed, bringing together fuel and car companies with town planners, urban managers and the full spectrum of civil society. Such partnerships should include environment ministers, but also the ones responsible for health, energy, transport and finance, he said. 

Along with UNEP, the lead agency in the phase-out of leaded fuel, the four-day conference is jointly organized by the World Bank's Clean Air Initiative for Africa (CAI-Africa), the Air Pollution Information Network for Africa (APINA), the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 

__________________________________________________________________________

Milenio Guadalajara (Mexico): ZMG, reprobada en gestión ambiental


Panel de expertos convocado por UdeG pide nuevas estrategias en el tema. Especialistas coinciden en que mala calidad del aire provoca muertes.

Los expertos en el tema de la contaminación de las grandes ciudades latinoamericanas, reunidos ayer en el paraninfo Enrique Díaz de León, de la UdeG, confirmaron lo que el tapatío de la calle ya sabe por experiencia: que esta ciudad está mal gestionada, a favor del carro y la industria, y que los más pobres son los que más padecen la polución dominante.

Porque esta realidad no es privativa de la capital de Jalisco; es común denominador en los procesos de urbanización creciente que se dan en el subcontinente, salvo excepciones notables, como Curitiba en Brasil o Bogotá en Colombia. 

Los panelistas consideraron notable cómo se avanza en México en materia de planeación, pero esto no llega a aplicarse. Por eso hay ciudades saturadas de autos avejentados, que queman gasolinas de mala calidad, y en las cuales la solución ha sido ensanchar calles y avenidas, ampliar las distancias entre vivienda y trabajo, y casi nula inversión en sistemas de transporte colectivo.

Esto agrava la calidad del aire, que, se ha demostrado científicamente, llega a matar personas. “Es necesario que se asuma como reto en un sistema de prevención de riesgos a la salud”, enfatizó Iván Moscoso Rodríguez, secretario técnico del programa de gestión ambiental de ciudades de América Latina y el Caribe, por parte del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). La clave es crear ciudades con “baja huella ecológica”.

Jacobo Finkelman, de la Organización Panamericana de la Salud (OPS), destacó varios problemas en la estrategia de ataque a los problemas de contaminación. Por ejemplo, falta formar opinión y cabildear entre los actores para llegar a acuerdos; se requieren instituciones públicas más activas en la prevención y que realicen una fiscalización más severa, y es esencial una sociedad civil más participativa. “Los rezagos nos están ganando y hay una distribución injusta del riesgo, que afecta en mayor grado a la población más pobre”.

Marcelo Korco, asesor de la OPS en Venezuela, destacó que además de la contaminación exterior, que se padece de forma aguda en asentamientos humanos depauperados donde faltan pavimentos y servicios básicos, los pobres padecen elevada polución en sus propios hogares por el uso de combustibles inadecuados y la falta de calidad de su propia vivienda. Por citar un dato, las normas oficiales para partículas suspendidas marcan un máximo de 150 miligramos, pero se llegan a presentar cuatro mil mg en las casas.

No todo es negrura, pero la región se retrasa. México está en el último lugar de los países de la Organización Mundial del Comercio en gestión ambiental, y ocupa el sitio 20 de los países americanos en el renglón, reconoció Carlos Santos Burgoa, director general de Promoción a la Salud de la Secretaría de Salud federal.

Guadalajara, ni se diga. La ciudad de México ya le emparejó parámetros de contaminación del aire pese a tener cinco tantos de población, aseguró. Sus autoridades ensanchan avenidas, hacen túneles, tumban árboles y olvidan modernizar el transporte. Todos los tapatíos lo saben. 



En 10 días comienza estudio de riesgos para la salud

En diez días comenzará el estudio de riesgos a la salud del proyecto de Arcediano, el cual podría arrojar sus primeros resultados a finales de año.

Jacobo Finkelman, representante en México de la Organización Panamericana de la Salud (OPS), advirtió que sus resultados podrían encarecer el proceso de potabilización previsto, pero dependerá del gobierno del estado tomar las medidas que resulten. De cualquier modo, pidió no adelantar vísperas.

Dijo que el organismo de cooperación validará la información, será abierto ante todos los cuestionamientos que las organizaciones no gubernamentales deseen plantear —la única condición es que se aporten pruebas científicas y no supuestos—, y con su asesoría entregará conclusiones que redundarán en la seguridad de los ciudadanos. El experto dijo estar consciente de la gran polémica generada en torno al proyecto.

“Nosotros acompañaremos como asesores todo el estudio, pero no somos responsables de que el gobierno lleve al efecto las recomendaciones”.

El funcionario puso en relieve que el estudio consiste en tomar todos los proyectos como están concebidos con todas sus características de ingeniería, analizarlos, pedir información complementaria, y con todo ello establecer escenarios a corto, medio y largo plazo en cuanto a los riesgos de la salud de la población de Guadalajara, que recibirá agua de ese embalse artificial.

De allí se emitirán recomendaciones y posiblemente se determine la necesidad de realizar estudios más profundos sobre algún tema específico. Preocupa especialmente a la OPS el problema de la potabilización. Se definirá el sistema más adecuado, lo cual podría encarecer el proceso, pero justificado por la prioridad de la salud de los usuarios.

Otro aspecto a analizar es si la calidad del agua almacenada en la presa pudiera favorecer la cría de mosquitos, vectores potenciales de enfermedades.

En el estudio participará un grupo de técnicos de la Comisión Estatal de Agua y Saneamiento de Jalisco, de la Universidad de Guadalajara y de la Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, quienes serán apoyados por tres centros de investigación de la OPS, ubicados en Canadá, Brasil y San Luis Potosí, México

.____________________________________________________________________________

New Zealand Herald (Miami): Paul Watson: The plastic sea
26.7.2006


On a beach on San Juan Island, in the US state of Washington, Allison Lance walks her dogs every morning.

She carries a plastic bag in her hand to carry the bits and pieces of plastic debris she picks up.

Each morning she fills the bag, but by the next morning there is always another bag to be filled.

Farther south, Joey Racano does the same in Huntington Beach, California.

The harvest of plastic waste is never-ending. 

Like Allison's and Joey's beaches, practically every beach around the world is similarly cursed.

Recently in the Galapagos I retrieved plastic motor oil bottles and garbage bags from a remote beach on Santa Cruz island.

Every year as I sail accross the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans, spotting plastic is a daily and regular occurance.

A June 2006 United Nations Environmental Program report estimated that there are on average 46,000 pieces of plastic debris floating on or near the surface of every square mile of ocean.

We live in a plastic convenience culture; virtually every human being on this planet uses plastic materials directly and indirectly every single day.

Our babies begin life on Earth by using some 210 million pounds of plastic diaper liners each year; we give them plastic milk bottles, plastic toys, and buy their food in plastic jars, paying with a plastic credit card.

Even avoiding those babies by using contraceptives results in mass disposal of billions of latex condoms, diaphragms, and hard plastic birth control pill containers each year.

Every year we eat and drink from some 34 billion newly manufactured bottles and containers.

We patronise fast food restaurants and buy products that consume another fourteen billion pounds of plastic.

In total, our societies produce an estimated 60 billion tons of plastic material every year.

Each of us on average uses 190 pounds of plastic annually: bottled water, fast food packaging, furniture, syringes, computers and computer diskettes, packing materials, garbage bags and so much more.

When you consider that this plastic does not biodegrade and remains in our ecosystems permanently, we are looking at an incredibly high volume of accumulated plastic rubbish that has been built up since the mid-twentieth century.

Where does it go? There are only three places it can go: our earth, our air, and our oceans.

All the plastic that has ever been produced has been buried in landfills, incinerated, and dumped into lakes, rivers, and oceans.

When incinerated, the plastics disperse non-biodegradable pollutants, much of which inevitably find their way into marine ecosystems as microscopic particles.

Back in 1991, my ship, Sea Shepherd, was anchored in Port of Spain, Trinidad.

It began to rain a hard, steady downpour.

A few hours later, the entire surface area of the harbour was dirty white, as if an ice floe had entered this tropical port.

The "floe" consisted of Styrofoam, plastic bottles, and assorted plastic materials, as far as the eye could see, and it had come down from the streets, gutters, and streams into the harbour.

And, of course, it was all washing out to sea, dispersed by wind and tide.

What happened to it after that? The sun and the brine broke it down into little pellets of Styrofoam and little pieces of plastic - each an insidious, floating, deadly mine set adrift in an ocean of life.

And over the years these little nodules have drifted.

Many have been ingested by birds and fish.

Weeks or months later, their victims decompose on the surface of the water or on a beach, re-exposing the nodules to the light of the sun, to be blown by the winds back into the sea.

These vicious little inorganic parasites continue to maim and kill in an endless assault upon life in our oceans.

The simple fact is that when you drop a Styrofoam cup onto the street, you're causing more damage than you would by dropping a stick of dynamite into the ocean.

You set in motion an invasion of thousands of killer plastibots that will cause death and destruction for centuries to come.

Eighteen billion of those disposable diapers end up in the oceans each year; Americans alone toss 2.5 million plastic bottles into the sea every hour.

There is no place in the oceans where a fine trawl will not reveal plastic nodules.

Studies by Captain Charles Moore and the Algalita Foundation found that even in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, plastic nodules have been found to outweigh plankton by a ratio of six to one.

Similar studies in the Atlantic have revealed the same ratio.

In the movie Castaway, Tom Hanks, marooned on a desert island in the South Pacific, finds plastic siding of a portable outhouse washed up on the beach.

The stuff is everywhere.

I have found plastic bottles with Japanese, Chinese, Russian, and English writing littering the beaches of even the most remote Aleutian Islands.

And yet we give this global threat very little thought at all. It is out of the sight of land-dwelling humanity, and thus out of mind.

The only industry that seems concerned about plastic pollution is the marine insurance business.

The intake of plastics into the cooling systems of engines is one of the leading causes of maritime engine failures.

Last year, Japanese insurance companies paid US$50 million in claims involving plastic-related engine and prop damage.

Drifting in our seas are tens of thousands of miles of monofilament ghost drift nets and lines. This same netting ensnares ship props and the necks of sea lions and turtles.

Over the years, my crew have retrieved hundreds of floating monofilament nets from the sea. All of them contained the rotting corpses of fish and birds.

In a well-documented beach clean-up in Orange County, California, volunteers collected 106 million items, weighing thirteen tons.

The debris included preproduction plastic pellets, foamed plastics, and hard plastics. Plastic constituted 99 per cent of the total material collected.

The most abundant item found on the beaches of Orange County was preproduction plastic pellets, most of which originated from transport losses.

Approximately one quadrillion of these pellets, or 60 billion pounds, are manufactured each year in the United States alone.

You never hear about these spillages in the newspaper, and there is not a single plastic pellet spillage response crew anywhere in the world.

The plastic products that end up in the sea from consumers constitute less than 30 per cent of the total plastics dumped into the oceans each year.

The greater amount comes from accidental spillage of plastic resin pellets produced by the petrochemical industry for the purpose of manufacturing consumer plastic products, or the breakdown of finished products into Styrofoam nodules or hard plastic particles.

Plastic nodules are lost routinely in both the shipping and manufacturing stages, spilling from shipboard containers or from trucks on to streets and into storm drains.

Oil spills occur every day in our oceans, and major spills occur on average every two weeks somewhere in the world's marine ecosystem.

Although these oil spills are notorious killers of marine wildlife, their deadly impact is confined to relatively small areas geographically, and the impact is reduced with time.

The Exxon Valdez spill, for example, was confined to Alaska's Prince William Sound, and although the impact on wildlife was felt for many years, the ecosystem is slowly recovering.

Yet this other kind of petrochemical spill is more invasive and permanent.

The spillage is never cleaned up and removed, but accumulates perpetually.

I don't think that I am exaggerating when I say that the spillage of plastic resin pellets poses a significant and unappreciated threat to survival of sea life.

The impact of this spillage contributes to more casualties than all of the world's annual oil spills, yet we know very little about the problem.

In fact, the public does not even recognise plastic resin pellet spillage as a problem at all.

Plastic pellets also pose an additional threat. They act as a transport medium for toxic chemicals.

Many of these pellets contain polychlorinated biphenyl's (PCB). The chemicals were either absorbed from ambient seawater or used in the manufacture of plasticisers prior to the 1970's.

This transfer of PCBs from ingested pellets into birds was conclusively proven and documented in the fatty tissues of great shearwaters (Puffinus gravis).

Studies have shown that 75 per cent of all shearwaters examined contained ingested plastic.

Of 312 species of seabirds, some 111 species, or 36 per cent, are known to mistakenly ingest plastic.

In Hawaii, sixteen of the eighteen resident seabird species are plastic ingestors, and 70 per cent of this ingestion is of floating plastic resin pellets.

Seabirds in Alaska have been found to have stomachs entirely filled with indigestible plastic.

Penguins on South African beaches have suffered high chick mortality from eating plastic regurgitated by the parents, and 90 per cent of blue petrel chicks examined on South Africa's remote Marion Island had plastic particles in their stomachs.

It is a global problem, and for seabirds there are no safe places.

For most people, the ocean is a big toilet. The belief is that garbage, sewage, and plastics are dispersed and taken away.

Unfortunately, nothing is really ever "taken away"; it is simply perpetually circulated. The oceans are pulsating with powerful currents, and these currents keep plastic debris in constant circulation.

As a result, debris travels in what are called "gyres." The gyre concentrates the garbage in areas where currents meet.

For example, one of the largest of these movements in the Atlantic is called the central gyre, and it moves in a clockwise circular pattern driven by the Gulf Stream.

The central gyre concentrates heavily in the northern Sargasso Sea, a place that is also host to numerous spawning fish species.

The number of floating plastic pellets found in the Sargasso Sea has been measured in excess of 3500 parts per square kilometre.

The same ratio of 3500 parts per square kilometre was found off the southern coasts of Africa.

This study found that plastic pollution had increased in South African waters from 1989 to the present by 190 per cent.

Birds, turtles, and fish mistake the tiny nodules for fish eggs.

A floating garbage bag looks like a jellyfish to a turtle.

Garbage bags, plastic soda rings, and Styrofoam particles are regularly eaten by sea turtles.

The plastic clogs the turtles' intestines, robbing the animals of vital nutrients, and it has been the cause of untold turtle losses to starvation.

All seven of the world's sea turtle species suffer mortality from both plastic ingestion and plastic entanglement.

One turtle found dead off Hawaii carried over 1000 pieces of plastic in its stomach and intestines.

And recently, a land-based turtle rescued in a Florida waterway by Stephen Nordlinger was unable to submerge due to the amount of Styrofoam trapped in its body, making it permanently buoyant.

The amount of plastic pellets present on beaches is astonishingly high.

In New Zealand, one beach was found to contain over 100,000 pellets per square metre.

Thus, it is not so farfetched to suggest that people are in fact sunbathing on plastic beaches.

I have stopped my ship in mid-ocean and found flip-flops, suntan oil bottles, plastic Coke bottles, garbage bags, and even large floating industrial plastic sheets.

Once, on the bottom of the Mediterranean off France, I witnessed a scene that appalled me.

The entire bottom was made of plastic. Bottles and plastic bags swaying with the tide, replacing the sea grasses and algae.

It was especially sad to see one little fish scurry from behind a white plastic bag to take cover from me in a sunken automobile tire.

Brushing aside another drifting white bag, I spied a flicker of red on the bottom.

What I found was a plastic face staring up at me with a great big smile and two enormous plastic ears.

It was the decapitated head of a Mickey Mouse doll.

It's a plastic sea out there.

* Paul Watson is founder and president of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society.
____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Five Caspian Nations Ready to Reverse Conservation Crisis
GENEVA, Switzerland, July 26, 2006 (ENS) - For the first time, the five nations that border the world's largest lake have entered into a legally binding agreement amongst themselves, and in less than three weeks it will enter into force. A treaty to protect the marine environment of the Caspian Sea commits the five governments to prevent and reduce pollution, restore the environment, and to use the sea's resources in a sustainable and reasonable manner. 

Known as the Tehran Convention after the city where it was adopted, the new treaty will enter into force on August 12. 

The Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea, as it is formally known, will coordinate efforts by the Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkmenistan to reverse an environmental crisis. 

"The Caspian Sea's fragile environment is extremely vulnerable to the region's current boom in oil and gas exploration. Climate extremes and economic and political challenges also put pressure on the Caspian's natural resources,” said Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the Convention was negotiated. 

With an area of some 370,886 square kilometers (143,200 square miles), the salty Caspian Sea is the world's largest lake. It is fed by 130 tributary rivers, but one - Russia's Volga River - accounts for 75 percent of the total inflow. 

The Caspian is crossed by a growing network of pipelines and transport routes, including the new Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline which opened last year to pump Caspian oil to world markets. 

But the region still has great potential for ecotourism and for sustainable fisheries and agriculture, conservationists maintain. 

"Restoring the Caspian's fisheries and unique habitats to health while reducing industrial pollution will boost the well-being of millions of people living in this beautiful but troubled region," Steiner said. 

"This new Convention is yet another example of how environmental cooperation can promote both political goodwill and sustainable development,” he said. 

Under the Convention the five governments will: 

Reduce industrial pollution. The Caspian Sea is polluted by industrial emissions, toxic and radioactive wastes, agricultural run-off, sewage and leaks from oil extraction and refining, a growing industry in the region. 

A particular challenge will be to address the potential consequences of the recent growth in oil and gas production. The five governments are to prevent and reduce pollution from seabed activities, land-based activities, ships and dumping. 

Protect marine living resources. The Caspian is rich in biological diversity and is inhabited by at least 400 species found nowhere else. The deep decline of the sturgeon fisheries and the current halt in caviar exports under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) is evidence of how environmentally troubled the sea has become. 

The building of dams and hydroelectric plants on the Volga River has fragmented habitats and harmed many vulnerable species, UNEP says. 

Deaths of thousands of seals along Caspian Sea shores in 2000 and 2001 have been associated with high concentrations of DDT. Similar high levels of this agricultural pesticide have been found in fish and sediments. 

In addition, now that ships can enter the Caspian Sea via the Volga-Don Canal, it is easier for invasive alien species such as the highly destructive North American comb jelly to become established and to compete against indigenous species. 

Relying on the precautionary principle and the best available scientific evidence, the five governments pledge to improve coastal management systems and protect, preserve and restore the Caspian's marine living resources and use them in a rational manner. 

Address the problem of fluctuating water levels. For reasons that are not yet fully understood, the Caspian Sea's surface level fluctuates over time. From 1880 to 1977 the sea dropped four meters (13 feet). Factors could include tectonic shifts, climate variations, sedimentation and human actions, UNEP suggests. 

A sudden reversal in 1977 was a surprise, inundating coastal areas and causing billions of dollars in damages. Efforts to control water levels in an eastern arm of the Caspian known as the Kara Bogaz Gol have proven particularly destructive. The Convention stresses the importance of ensuring that any future efforts to manage water levels do not harm the human or natural environment. 

Collaborate on emergency response. The Convention commits its members to cooperate on protecting human beings and the marine environment against the consequences of natural or human-caused emergencies. It calls for the development of a detailed plan on prevention, preparedness, information sharing and response measures. 

Monitor and assess the environment. The Caspian Sea governments will cooperate on scientific research, environmental impact assessments and information exchange. The participating governments established the Caspian Environment Programme in 1995 following an environmental assessment by UNEP, the UN Development Programme and the World Bank. 

To mark the Convention's entry into force, UNEP, through its GRID-Arendal centre, together with the Caspian Environment Programme has launched a new publication entitled "Vital Caspian Graphics: Challenges Beyond Caviar.” 

The report's state-of-the-art maps and graphics examine key vulnerabilities as well as solutions to the issues addressed by the Convention. 

With the Convention in force, the Parties will meet on a regular basis to assess progress and consider the need for additional action or for new legal protocols. Their first meeting likely will be held in early 2007. 

The Convention text and information on the Caspian Environment Programme is posted at www.caspianenvironment.org. 

"Vital Caspian Graphics” with maps and other environmental information can be found by clicking here.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Afrol News: Sudáfrica acoge Conferencia Sindical sobre Trabajo y Medio Ambiente en África
afrol News, 26 de Julio - Sudáfrica albergará la Conferencia Sindical sobre Trabajo y Medio Ambiente para África, que reunirá 32 sindicatos de la región con el objetivo de establecer un marco para el debate, la adopción y la profundización de estrategias comunes para las organizaciones sindicales de África sobre el desarrollo sostenible y el medio ambiente en África. 
El evento, que se celebra los próximos 28 y 29 de julio en Johannesburgo, estará organizado por la Organización Regional Africana de la Confederación Internacional de Organizaciones Sindicales Libres (CIOSL/ORAf), la Fundación Sustainlabour y el Congreso Sindical de Sudáfrica (COSATU), que oficia de anfitrión de la reunión.

La Conferencia se hace heredera de las Conclusiones de la Primera Asamblea Global Sindical sobre Trabajo y Medio Ambiente, organizada por la Confederación Internacional de Organizaciones Sindicales Libres (CIOSL), el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), la Organización Internacional del Trabajo (OIS) y Sustainlabour, que marcó un hito muy importante en el avance de la agenda sindical en cuestiones sobre medio ambiente y desarrollo sostenible.

En África, la pobreza y el daño ambiental pueden ser analizados como dos caras de una misma moneda. La sequía, la deforestación, la contaminación del agua y de la tierra, tienen todos un impacto en la vida de los trabajadores, sus familias y sus comunidades, con consecuencias claras para el empleo, la seguridad alimentaria, y la salud laboral y pública. 

Esta reunión refuerza claramente un nuevo tipo de acción sindical, que persigue el desarrollo sostenible y los empleos dignos como objetivos principales.


_____________________________________________________________________________

The Daily O'Collegian (Oklahoma State University): New stadium to be renamed ‘Dust Bowl’ 




Kevin Sesock 
Opinion Columnist

26.7.2006
I am not an environmentalist vegetarian liberal tree-hugging wacko. I’m about as far as you can get from one while still maintaining that I’m “liberal.” For instance, I think PETA is pretty much a bunch of nut jobs. I’ll stick with my steak, hamburger and leather coat, and I’d prefer that new cancer drugs or avian flu vaccines be tried on animals before they’re tested on me.

However, I’d like to politely suggest that anybody who thinks global warming just means we’re going to have a toastier summer needs to get off their lazy uneducated butts and learn something about climatology and meteorology before they open their pie-holes. 

I’m not a climatologist. I’m a computer guy that moonlights as somebody with a bit of skill at beating the English language into submission. I’m also willing to admit when I’m wrong and research a subject that interests me.

I’m not worried that it’s already late July, we’ve seen 112 degree heat indices and finding a shady parking spot somewhere on campus is about as fruitful as a manhunt for Judge Crater. I’m worried our global climate is changing, and it’s not showing signs of getting any better. 

Global warming, the political equivalent of dropping the f-bomb before a panel of FCC administrators, doesn’t mean that every place on earth is going to have a one degree increase in temperature. Global warming means an average increase taken over time on a large scale, which unfortunately means that macro-scale weather patterns are affected. 

Global warming could cause the Midwest to have a natural drought cycle that is more severe and lasts nearly twice as long. 

In the realm of the imagination, it could mean more destructive and damaging severe weather, like, for instance, the highest recorded winds on the planet in the most destructive tornado we’ve ever seen bearing down on, for example, Moore. 

I really wish that all these scenarios were only a product of my deranged imagination. 

Global warming affects other aspects of life as well. Agriculture becomes the practice of sowing fields for the purpose of creating weapons-grade kindling during the next fire storm, and food prices go up. Severe weather strikes more frequently, and taxes and insurance rates go up. Pathogen infection patterns shift, and your lunch comes up after contracting H5N1 or whatever the next major communicable strain is that finds its way into humans. Your health care rates will go up, too. 

In fact, the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative, a partnership between the U.N. Environment Program and 160 well-known financial institutions , believe that unchecked global warming will cost U.S. taxpayers more than $150 billion each year over the next decade, with that cost going up as long as we let the problem continue. 

This vocal minority that disbelieves in global warming is only further proof that people in America have no grasp of this newfangled “science” that’s apparently no longer being taught in our schools. 

When greater than one in five adult Americans believes that the sun revolves around the earth, then it doesn’t surprise me that people believe us global warming propagandists are spouting a pack of lies. It saddens me, certainly, but it doesn’t surprise me. 

So, in the interest of furthering the supposed disinformation, here’s to those who don’t know actually doing some research before they open their yaps. I know I did, so go ahead, I dare you. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Tunis Hebdo: Rencontre Sur Les Mecanismes De Developpement Du Ces
23000 M2 De Chauffe-Eau Solaires Réalisés En 2005
 
24. - 30. 7.2006
Objectif 2006 : 45000 m2 de CES
«Le malheur des uns fait le bonheur des autres». Cette assertion trouve toute sa légitimité lorsque l’on aborde la cruciale question de la montée vertigineuse des cours de l’or noir. Si pays producteurs et exportateurs tirent leur épingle du jeu en amassant des bénéfices astronomiques, frisant même l’indécence, il en est autrement des consommateurs, non ou très faiblement producteurs, qui subissent la situation, à raison de plusieurs milliards de dollars de dépenses supplémentaires. 
D’où la légitimité pour nombre de pays, à l’instar de la Tunisie, de mettre sur pied des mécanismes visant l’utilisation des énergies renouvelables, succédanés au naphte dont le prix du baril ne cesse d’atteindre des records. 

La rencontre technique sur «les mécanismes financiers pour le développement du solaire thermique en Tunisie»;, organisée mercredi à l’hôtel Khamsa Corinthia, par le ministère de l’Environnement italien (MATT) en collaboration avec le ministère de l’Industrie, de l’Energie et des PME, le MNUE et l’Agence nationale tunisienne pour la maîtrise de l’énergie (ANME) avait pour objectif le développement de la coopération tuniso-italienne dans le domaine des énergies renouvelables. 

Un partenariat fructueux 
Il faut reconnaître que le ministère italien de l’Environnement et du Territoire (MIET) a apporté un énorme soutien à la création en Tunisie du Centre Méditerranéen des Energies renouvelables (MEDREC) ainsi qu’un appui financier conséquent aux programmes de développement de l’utilisation des chauffe-eau solaires dans le secteur résidentiel (PROSOL). Ce qui a permis la réalisation de 2300 m2 de chauffe-eau solaires en 2005, l’objectif en 2006 étant de 45 000 m2. Le succès constaté de ce programme (PROSOL) a été à la base de l’élargissement de ce programme au secteur tertiaire. D’ailleurs M. Ridha Ben Mosbah, Secrétaire d’Etat auprès du ministre de l’Industrie, de l’Energie et des PME, chargé de l’Energie renouvelable et des industries alimentaires, n’a pas manqué, lors de son allocution d’ouverture des travaux, de mettre l’accent sur le programme PROSOL dont l’objectif consiste en la réalisation de 55 000 m2’ de chauffe-eau solaires collectifs à l’horizon 2009. 
Sans compter un mécanisme similaire et en cours de création avec l’appui financier du MIET à travers le PNUE. Mécanismes devant permettre ensemble d’atteindre 500000 m2 de chauffe-eau solaires, à la fin 2009 dans nos murs. Ce qui pourrait représenter, selon le secrétaire d’Etat, quelque 45 m2 de capteurs solaires pour mille habitants, chiffre pouvant atteindre 95 m2 pour mille habitants en 2015. 

Marché tunisien
de l’énergie solaire 
M. Amor Ounalli dans sa communication sur la promotion des énergies renouvelables en Tunisie nous a rappelé la triste réalité de la baisse de la contribution du secteur énergétique dans le PIB ces dernières décennies. D’ailleurs, mis à part la fourchette 1994-2000 caractérisée par un équilibre, le déficit ne fait qu’accroître depuis 2000. Et la subvention de l’Etat pour le secteur énergétique ne fait que s’accroître d’année en année, ce qui pèse très lourdement sur le budget national. De 200 MDT en 2003 et de 650 MDT en 2004, les subventions étatiques ont atteint en 2005, 1500 MDT. D’où la mise en place du programme national à travers le développement des ressources nationales énergétiques, la promotion des énergies renouvelables et le renforcement de la sensibilisation de la population pour l’économie d’énergie. 
Le programme PROSOL est régi par tout un mécanisme institutionnel et de subventions qui allie l’Etat tunisien, le ministère italien de l’Environnement à travers MEDREC, un mécanisme de crédit de la STEG ainsi que des banques de fournisseurs de CES … 
Ainsi, entre mars 2005 et décembre 2005, on compte parmi les réalisations 22 000 m2 installées (7150 systèmes) générant une économie d’énergie de 1600 tep /a. Entre janvier 2006 et juin 2006, 18500 m2’ (soit 5600 systèmes) ont été installées, pour une économie d’énergie de 1310 tep/an. 
Ce qui donne globalement (de mars 2005 à juin 2006) 40 500 m2 installés (12900 systèmes) pour une économie d’énergie de 2900 tep/an, selon les chiffres exposés par M. Imed Thabet, chef du projet PROSOL à l’Agence nationale pour la maîtrise de l’énergie (ANME). 
Sur le plan institutionnel, à noter que dix sociétés éligibles (3 fabricants, 7 importateurs), un réseau de distribution de plus de 270 installateurs (avec création d’environ 8700 postes d’emploi direct et indirect) opèrent dans le programme. 
Malgré toute la stratégie de développement du CES, beaucoup de travail reste encore à effectuer en vue de pallier certaines contraintes, à savoir un marché non encore commercialement autonome, une faible compétitivité du CES par rapport aux solutions conventionnelles, un produit insuffisamment connu chez le grand public malgré la campagne de communication et un produit peu connu par les banques commerciales. 
Aussi comparé à certains pays comme Chypre, Palestine, Autriche, Grèce, Jordanie, Turquie, Japon, Allemagne … des efforts restent encore à effectuer pour le développement spectaculaire du CES qui s’annonce sous de bons auspices.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Bahama Journal: Agribusiness Outlook: The ACP Nations Sweep Development Awards
By Godfrey Eneas 

26.7.2006

The Bahamas is an African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) State and is eligible for the awards as outlined in the following article. This is just a small example of the manner in which other ACP countries are developing technologies to assist them in their development efforts. For too long ACP have been depending on the Developed Countries to invent technologies which can be adapted to meet the needs of developing countries like ACP States.

Most of these ACP States are engaged in science and technology programmes which are geared to meet their needs. This award scheme encourages these kinds of programmes.

ACP countries have chalked up an impressive string of successes in a new sustainable development award, the Supporting Entrepreneurs for Environment and Development (Seed) Initiative, launched by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). Three out of five winners are from ACP regions. The winning projects include an environmentally friendly way of growing rice in East Africa, a community-based marine protected area in Madagascar and a power plant in Nigeria that turns cattle waste into energy. The winners were selected from a pool of over 260 entries from 66 countries, representing 1,200 organizations. They were chosen for their potential to advance sustainable development in their communities and contribute to the UN's Millennium Development Goals. The Seed Awards are not financial, but consist of a flexible package of individually targeted support, including help with gaining access to funders, to give winning partnerships every chance of success.

One winning project being piloted in Ibadan, Nigeria, is turning effluents and waste products from abattoirs into energy to generate income for poor urban communities and reduce the gases linked with climate change. The project treats the abattoir wastes and turns them into a biogas suitable for cooking and other uses. A further by-product is agricultural-grade fertilizer. The biogas is significantly cheaper than current, commercially available liquefied gases.

Another winner is a joint effort between Cornell University in the US, together with several NGOs and local communities in Cambodia, Madagascar and Sri Lanka, who are partners in an initiative to boost rural incomes through the marketing of indigenous rice varieties grown under environment-friendly conditions. The project involves a production method known as the 'System of Rice Intensification' (SRI), which works without flooding rice paddies and results in stronger plants that need less chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Small rural producers who are taking part are achieving water savings of up to 50% and increased yields of up to 100%.

Still in Madagascar, an experimental, community-led scheme aims to show how partnerships between local people, research institutes and NGOs can deliver marine conservation and sustainable livelihoods by creating the country's first Marine Protected Area (MPA). The project, revolving around the 1,200-strong community of Andavadoaka, is balancing the needs of local fishermen and protection of the area's important coral reefs. Eco-tourism is being promoted as a way of generating income for conservation work, diversifying the local economy and reducing pressure on fish stocks.

Regional Science and Technology Congress.

The following is a brief report by Mrs. Beverly Taylor, Head of the Science and Technology Unit in the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, on the participation of Bahamian youth in a Regional Science and Technology Congress which was held in Barbados.

Our youth did extremely well in the Caribbean Youth Science Congress held Monday-Wednesday of last week!

Roosevelt Rolle, head boy of Jack Hayward, (16 years) was the youngest participant from the region invited to attend and present his paper. He was given a special award for the same.

Celesa Fernander received 3rd place in the region for her essay on the topic Youth Opportunities for Employment and Wealth via Agriculture, Science and Technology. 

Kipling Thompson of North Andros was also given a special award for his paper. Unfortunately, he was unable to attend due to our failure to get his US visa. Stephanie and Debbie, please see if anything can be done about that because we would certainly wish for him to attend the Environmental Camp in VIERS. Please check with Mrs. Jacqueline Simmons at Foreign Affairs concerning the same.

John Darville, our Youth Ambassador for The Bahamas as well as to CARICOM made a most outstanding and well-received presentation on our effort in Agriculture, Science and Technology in The Bahamas from the youth perspective! Both he and Roosevelt have been elected to the Caribbean Youth Council for Agriculture!!!

They did well!!!! You would have been proud of them!!! I was and I am still beaming!!!

_____________________________________________________________________________

Business Times Singapore: Think BIG; From one idea came many, culminating in a solid project that is set to reach out to the world. JAMIE LEE finds out how Big Durian evolved


BIG Durian production company is a small company with big ideas. Not only is the 10-man team made up of international staff from a wide range of countries, the company also came to the tiny island of Singapore with high ideals of solving global environmental issues.

About three years ago, the management team of Big Durian, set up by foreigners, wanted to start out in Jakarta. The production company was named as an allusion to Jakarta as the Big Durian, akin to New York being known as the Big Apple.

The plan was to host a music tour with Latino stars to promote environmental causes, an idea that came from two partners, Gerard Molles, the chief executive officer and Bjorn Sandes, chief operating officer, who had ample contacts to pull it off.

Clive Wright, marketing director, explained: 'If you live in Jakarta, it's pretty difficult to miss the mess that they're making out of the planet. And so they got talking, got a few beers, met at a pub, and went, you know we want to do something for the environment. The next morning, the alcohol wore off, and the idea hadn't.' 

They then teamed up with an environmental engineer, Eric Quincieu, who was then working with the Asian Development Bank. Among the three of them, they decided on an environmental awareness project with an entertainment slant, one that would not preach but rather engage the youth. They decided on a touring rave party within the country, with Latino stars to perform and London DJs spinning music.

'Indonesia at that time was really happening ... People were travelling again after 9/11, so it was really good timing.'

The project got the attention of MTV Indonesia, and plans looked set to go, after a 'stunning presentation' with the management staff there, which Mr Wright prepared together with Mr Sandes.

But things took an unexpected turn. 'A week later, there was a bomb in central Jakarta, and a lot of agents rang and said, don't even think about getting this contract. The whole thing just fizzled out,' he said.

Rather than stay in limbo, he said the team turned to Plan B, and moved to Singapore.

Since then, the 10-person company has evolved into a concept firm that creates content for various forms of media and that can be sold as Singapore intellectual property through licensing and copyrights. Except for one Singaporean, the remaining nine staff make up a cross-continent mix, coming from countries in Africa, America, Asia and Europe.

Besides being 'an accident of history', Mr Wright said that Singapore was an easy second choice because setting up the business here was so straightforward. It took them a mere 48 hours to clear the paperwork and get itself incorporated in March 2004.

He added that the flexibility of the system meant that their working partners could come over to Singapore with little visa restrictions. 

Being in Singapore created another accidental opportunity as well. The team presented its environmental ideas to MTV in Singapore but was rejected. Yet in the process, the company realised that one viable project was to produce a TV series, by featuring companies and celebrities raising environmental awareness in different parts of the world.

So, from the series of unfortunate events, they decided to work on a 13-part TV series known as 'Eco 4 the World', a programme featuring personalities such as Sting, Alicia Keys and Mikhail Gorbachev, and their environmental efforts with different green organisations.

That small matter of funding

But before all these plans fell into place, two challenges came their way, said Mr Wright. One was access to investment funds to pay off the $30,000 per month chalked up to run the business, which excludes production costs.

'The cautiousness of local financial institutions is definitely an issue. They worry about us not being local, although I'm a PR so I do count as one. Certain assistance schemes or current investments or grants are made available only to local companies. Then, what constitutes a local company? We're based here, we live here and yet we're not considered a local company (though) we are building a business here.'

While the company had international contacts, they did not have as many contacts here. 'If you did not grow up in Singapore, you don't have the same network as somebody who did. And that compounds the problem,' he said.

'We overcame that by sheer application to find that one investor. We wrote, emailed, phoned and harassed hundreds of potential investors. A lot of salespeople use the rule of 10. To get one meeting, you need to talk to 10 people. To place one deal, you need to have 10 meetings. And that's pretty much how we did it,' he said.

Another solution, said Mr Wright, was to turn to government funding.

Big Durian applied for funding through the Economic Development Board. Among other questions of business scope and scale, he said the latter looked at criteria such as the ability to bring in talent, and create exportable value. 'We hit top marks on all of those, because what we're doing is creating a pure form of intellectual property.'

The result was $600,000 in funding split evenly between UpStream Ventures, an Asian venture capital firm based in Singapore, and EDB. The funding from the latter, said Mr Wright, was the maximum investment amount under the scheme that helps develop early-stage companies.

In partnership with global organisations such as United Nations Environment Programme and Asian Development Bank, the TV series went around the world, from parts of Asia, to Africa and Europe. The project has also included other media outreach, with a website and applications for mobile phones. 

Mr Wright declined to say how much the whole project costs, but said that they have employed a 'unique approach' to reduce production costs significantly.

More sponsorship is also set to come in. According to him, the latest funding is likely to be a 30 million yen (about S$400,000) investment from a large Japanese corporation.

Even before the programme's completion, a potential partnership with a global network cable company, which cannot be named at this point, is already interested in airing it globally. This, he said, will give them immense exposure.

The series, which will finish in September at the latest, will also be shown on local cable in the fourth quarter of this year, and is expected to go on MediaCorp's free-to-air channels within the first three months of next year.

With a current turnover of over $1 million, Big Durian plans to ink two to three more project deals, each worth about $2 million. Aiming to do work on the scale of an 'Eco 4 the World' project, Mr Wright said, would help to retain their exposure on global airtime. The company will also double staff size in the next two months, to beef up its production team.

Succeeding, said Mr Wright, all boils down to optimism and persistence. As a local company with a global reach, he added aptly: 'And think big.'

_____________________________________________________________________________

Viet Nam News:: Technicians gauge sustainability
(26-07-2006)

HA NOI — About 20 technology consultants and providers from throughout Viet Nam have spent four days learning how to evaluate sustainability.

The participants in the course, held at the Ha Noi University of Technology by the Viet Nam Cleaner Production Centre, were taught to make their evaluations through use of a methodology developed by the United Nations Environment Programme’s International Environmental Technology Centre.

Titled, Sustainability Assessment of Technology (SAT), the system allows for both the strategic and operational evaluation of technology based on the so-called three pillars of sustainability – the economy, the society and the environment.

The course focused on teaching the participants to make the assessments through the various elements and tools of the methodology.

Deputy director Surya Prakash Chandak of the International Environmental Technology Centre and Dr Prasad Modak of the Environment Management Centre, India, were among the instructors.

SAT had been specifically developed by his centre to promote more informed technology choices, Surya Prakash Chandak told the learners.

World competition made it important that technologies were not only economically attractive but were also environmentally sound and socially responsible, he said.

The training was to equip promoters of cleaner production support sustainable development.

It was now well known that cleaner production could deliver economic, environmental and social benefits.

Cleaner production could be applied in several ways, from nil to low-cost options as better process control to high-cost as technology change.

Viet Nam Cleaner Production managing director Ngo Thi Nga said that although cleaner production could provide industrial enterprises with significant savings, the full potential of cleaner production could be explored only by applying new technology.

The selection of technology in Viet Nam had not been based on systematic assessment covering all aspects of sustainability.

The result was that the technologies selected may not be the most sustainable.

Viet Nam has several ways to assess technology assessment primarily those developed by the Science and Technology Departments of Da Nang, Dong Nai, Binh Duong and HCM City.

They differ from each other and mostly focus on technology performance and its economic factors.

The introduction of SAT was expected to provide consultants with a more comprehensive tool.

The wider dissemination and practice of SAT was expected to help industries in Viet Nam as it moved toward sustainable industrial development, said Nga.

Technology was one of the most critical factors influencing the competitiveness of any business, especially industry, she said.

There were many possibilities and options to improve the existing technologies.

These included tighter process controls, better management, the up-grading of equipment or its replacement with more efficient, cleaner technologies.

But the last option usually required heavy investment and decisions about investment was traditionally based on its techno-economic feasibility.

Such decision-making was not comprehensive enough to cover all aspects of sustainable development. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

TF1: Une sécheresse "extrêmement inquiétante"

26.7.2006

La sécheresse sévit actuellement dans 87 départements français. Les nappes phréatiques sont à leur plus bas niveau. Nelly Olin, ministre de l'Ecologie, invite les Français à économiser l'eau.

Sur le front de la sécheresse, la situation devient "extrêmement inquiétante". C'est Nelly Olin, la ministre de l'Ecologie, qui l'a dit ce mercredi sur France 2. Selon elle, la sécheresse actuelle est "aussi grave qu'en 2003 et 2005". Les agriculteurs redoutent, comme en 2003, des graves conséquences sur les récoltes qui s'annonçaient prometteuses au début de l'été.
Ce sont ainsi 80 départements qui sont touchés (contre 87 fin juillet 2005) et 31 "en situation préoccupante", selon le ministère de l'Ecologie. Quatre grandes zones sont particulièrement concernées : le Sud-est, qui connaît un déficit de précipitations persistant depuis février ; le bassin parisien, où les nappes phréatiques sont à leur plus bas niveau depuis vingt ans ; le Sud-ouest, affecté par un déficit de pluviométrie sur les trois derniers mois et des prélèvements importants pour l'irrigation ; et la région Poitou-Charentes, marquée par une surexploitation de ses ressources en eau.

Les nappes phréatiques sont au plus bas, notamment et ce ne sont pas les violents mais brefs orages de l'été qui vont pouvoir combler rapidement ce déficit cumulé depuis trois ans. Les débits des cours d'eau sont redescendus à des niveaux que l'on n'observe en moyenne qu'une fois tous les dix ans, voire même une fois tous les vingt ans dans le cas de la Garonne, du Tarn et de l'Aveyron, souligne-t-on au ministère de l'Ecologie.

"Des petits gestes"
Actuellement, 43 départements (contre 34 début juillet) ont pris des mesures de restriction d'eau, avec notamment des interdictions d'arroser les espaces verts ou de laver sa voiture (voir carte ci-dessus). L'an dernier, 64 départements avaient pris des mesures équivalentes. Dans la région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur (Paca) et sur la côte Atlantique, les déficits de pluviométrie sont "extrêmement importants" — entre 20% et 50% — et "nous ramènent à la période de 1976" de la grande sécheresse, a souligné la ministre. 

Si aucune coupure d'eau n'a encore été signalée, Nelly Olin en appelle à l'ensemble des Français pour économiser cette ressource. Une grande campagne de communication sera diffusée sur différentes chaînes de télévision jusqu'au 22 août. Objectif : inciter chacun à réduire sa consommation d'eau par de "petits gestes" (prendre une douche plutôt qu'un bain, fermer les robinets qui gouttent, etc). Le ministère de l'Ecologie estime que l'on peut ainsi économiser chaque jour 3 milliards de litres d'eau, soit la consommation quotidienne d'eau de Paris. En février, le ministère avait lancé une campagne dans la presse quotidienne auprès des agriculteurs, gros consommateurs d'eau, pour les inciter à des cultures plus sobres.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Frankfurter Rundschau: Bei längerer Hitzeperiode droht Fischsterben
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Tote Fische (Foto: dpa)

Koblenz (dpa) - Wenn die Hitze in Deutschland noch länger anhält, droht nach Darstellung des Fischökologen Jochen Koop ein Massensterben einzelner Fisch- oder Muschelarten in den Flüssen. "Die Hitze ist sehr belastend für die Organismen", sagte der Referatsleiter Tierökologie bei der Bundesanstalt für Gewässerschutz in einem dpa-Gespräch.

Im Hitzesommer 2003 seien am Rhein großflächig Körbchenmuscheln und Aale gestorben. Damals hatten die Wassertemperaturen Spitzenwerte von 28,2 Grad in der Mosel und 28,6 Grad im Rhein erreicht. Derzeit betrage die Temperatur der Flüsse etwa 27 bis 28 Grad. Die normale, für die Tiere verträgliche Wassertemperatur im Sommer liege im Rhein jedoch nur bei 18 bis 20 Grad.

"Wenn die Temperatur um zehn Grad steigt, haben wechselwarme Tiere eine verdoppelte Stoffwechselrate", erklärte Koop in Koblenz. "Das heißt, der Energieverbrauch für einen "einfachen Wimpernschlag" ist dann doppelt so hoch, als wenn die Temperatur zehn Grad niedriger liegt." Die Fische könnten das entstehende Energiedefizit bei der Hitze nicht auffangen - sie würden schwächer und anfälliger für Infektionen. Im Sommer 2003 hätten sich die Aale gegenseitig mit einer Pilzkrankheit, der Rotseuche, angesteckt - auch deshalb, weil sie wegen des gleichzeitigen extremen Niedrigwassers auf engerem Raum lebten.

Derzeit gebe es aber noch keine Anzeichen für ein Massensterben, sagte Koop. "Wir haben gerade in der Elbe Untersuchungen gemacht. Die Temperatur lag bei 27 Grad", berichtete er. Am Rhein gebe es aber im Gegensatz zur Elbe mehr Kraftwerke, die warmes Wasser in den Fluss leiteten. "Das ist natürlich bei den jetzigen Wetterbedingungen ungünstig." Ab einer Wassertemperatur von 25,5 Grad müssten die Kraftwerke den gesetzlichen Bestimmungen zufolge die Wärmezufuhr verringern. Auch sei die mittlere Wassertemperatur der Flüsse in den vergangenen Jahrzehnten generell gestiegen, wenn auch nur sehr minimal. Darin seien sich die Wissenschaftler einig. Sie stritten aber über die Ursachen und die Folgen.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Deadly Heat Wave Paralyzes Parts of the United States
WASHINGTON, DC, July 26, 2006 (ENS) - Searing temperatures are proving deadly across the United States. California authorities are investigating 38 deaths blamed on the heat, mostly in the Central Valley area, where the temperatures peaked at 115 degrees over the weekend. 

"The state is experiencing a heat event unprecedented in the past 57 years," said Joe Desmond, undersecretary of energy affairs with the California Resources Agency. "Temperatures are climbing well into the triple digits - even in milder areas along the coast. All those air conditioners running to keep up with the heat are causing record-breaking demands for electricity in the afternoons," said Desmond. 

The California Independent System Operator Corporation (California ISO) issued a Stage One Emergency on Tuesday as more people turned on their air conditioners in the scorching heat, and mobbed the cool air conditioned shopping malls. 

The California ISO is the nonprofit corporation that operates the majority of California’s high-voltage wholesale power grid. Balancing the demand for electricity with an equal supply of megawatts, the ISO is the link between power plants and the utilities that serve more than 30 million consumers. 

California utilities on Monday stopped supplies of about 850 megawatts and conservation saved 1,400 megawatts more, said Yakout Mansour, ISO chief executive. 

Equipment failures caused by the demand for power led to blackouts for about 140,000 households and businesses in Greater Los Angeles on Sunday. But due to conservation and power curtailments, rolling blackouts were avoided on Monday in California. 

As weather forecasters predict a break in the heat wave starting today, the California ISO continues to deal with record electricity usage, with three new records being set within the last week - Monday, July 25 with 50,270 megawatts, Friday, July 21 with 49,036 megawatts, and Monday, July 17 with 46,561 megawatts. 

The California ISO is asking all electricity customers to conserve electricity as much as possible to avoid more rolling blackouts. 

When home, set the thermostat at 82 degrees or higher as long as health conditions permit, and turn it off when out, the power operator says. Avoid using unnecessary lights and appliances, and turn off the pool pump and avoid outdoor watering during peak periods. 

Desmond said California has added 5,000 megawatts of new electricity from new power plants built since 2003. "We are relying on more renewable power, and have plans to add solar power to a million new homes that will produce valuable electricity, especially on these hot summer days." Finally, he said, "We have invested heavily in infrastructure to improve our ability to transmit and distribute electricity." 

In St. Louis, Missouri and in Illinois, just over 201,000 homes and businesses still had no power Tuesday after thunderstorms devastated the system last week. Ameren Corp and crews from 13 states are working round the clock to recover. 

No electricity means no air conditioners as temperatures soared above 100 degrees. Four deaths in the area have been blamed on the storms or the heat. 

More than 500,000 Missouri and Illinois homes and businesses went dark when the storms hit last week. Some 4,000 utility workers from as far away as Arizona have been working around the clock to restore service. 

Missouri Governor Matt Blunt has issued a third executive order to help communities in the St. Louis region and other communities to clean up damage caused by the violent storm that swept through the area last Wednesday. 

Blunt's executive order will allow the director of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to grant waivers to help expedite recovery efforts. Blunt issued two executive orders late last week declaring a state of emergency in the St. Louis region and mobilizing the Missouri National Guard to help relocate vulnerable citizens and assist with debris removal. 

"As we continue to help provide relief to citizens and communities in need through the Missouri National Guard and several state agencies, this order will help those communities dispose of debris quickly and efficiently," Blunt said. "We will continue to look for ways to help return life in the St. Louis region and in other communities back to normal after this fierce storm." 

In New York City, 4,000 people are going on 10 days in a row without power in Queens due to the heat wave and violent storms on July 18 that knocked power out to the borough. 

Business owners say the blackout has cost them tens of thousands of dollars because they have had to throw out food. The Con Edison power company is offering $7,000 compensation to businesses and $350 to individuals. 

But ConEd is being criticized by the state's governor. "You can understand an occasional failure but you can't understand a week later, ten days later, still not having the people back on line," said New York Governor George Pataki, who promises an investigation. 

By contrast New York City Mayor Michael Bloomfield defends the power company. "Con Ed, in all fairness, has done a good job, and their system has stood up very well," Bloomberg said. 

ConEd today reported that customers in the Long Island City area of Queens who lost electric service have been restored. 

Of the 25,000 customers in the Long Island City, Sunnyside, Woodside, Hunters Point, and Astoria neighborhoods of Queens who lost power, nearly all but 4,000 have the lights back on again. The company said some restored customers may experience lower than normal voltage conditions or sporadic outages as crews reinforce the area’s power cable system. 

More than 1,400 ConEd crews have worked around the clock since the outage occurred, inspecting manholes, removing damaged wires, splicing in new wires, and replacing transformers. 

"We want to thank our residential and commercial customers for their response to our appeals for conservation," ConEd said in a statement. "We have also reached out to the business community to help further reduce power use in the area." 

The New York Police Department has deployed hundreds of additional police officers and traffic agents in the areas that remain without power. 

The Bowery Bay Wastewater Treatment Plant remains on the grid for power and is functioning normally. 

The Mayor’s Community Assistance Unit (CAU) is operating five commuter vans in the Sunnyside and Woodside neighborhoods, handing out bottled water and food reimbursement forms. On Sunday, CAU distributed more than 2,000 bottles of waters from these vans. CAU is also organizing a volunteer effort in the area to staff vans and hand out food and water with the American Red Cross on bus routes.

___________________________________________________________________________-

Environment News Service: China Struck by Fifth Typhoon, 500,000 Evacuated
BEIJING, China, July 25, 2006 (ENS) - Typhoon Kaemi struck the coast of East China's Fujian Province this afternoon, forcing more than 500,000 residents to flee their homes and businesses. Frequent storms and typhoons since June have resulted in heavy casualties and huge losses. Kaemi is the second typhoon to hit China within two weeks. 

Packing winds of up to 120 kilometers per hour, the fifth typhoon this year smashed into Taiwan overnight, causing widespread disruption. Torrential rains swept the central, southern, and eastern parts of Taiwan and the offshore islands of Penghu and Kinmen. 

The storm made landfall on the mainland at Jinjiang city at 3:50 pm, according to the China Meteorological Administration. 

Meteorologists forecast that Kaemi would move northwest and bring torrential rains to Fujian, Guangdong, Jiangxi and Zhejiang provinces in the next two days. 

More than 435,000 people were evacuated from Fujian, while another 80,000 were moved from their homes in neighbouring Zhejiang Province. 

The typhoon had earlier brushed past the Philippines, causing heavy rain there. 

The evacuees in Fujian include those working in fish farms on the sea, fishermen and residents in low-lying areas, the official Xinhua News Agency said. 

About 44,000 fishing boats were ordered to return to harbour by yesterday, while flights from Xiamen city were postponed or cancelled. 

Local authorities were advised to monitor the safety of people living in makeshift shelters at coal mines and in mountainous areas and to boost patrols along reservoirs and dams in preparation for flooding. 

Fujian is ready with 12,000 tents, 50,000 quilts, 80,000 items of clothing and a five-day supply of food for 300,000 people, Xinhua said. 

Since April, localized rains and floods punctuated by a series of typhoons and storms have swept through China, displacing hundreds of thousands in eastern, southern, south-western and central China, says the Red Cross Society of China. 

China is still counting the dead and clearing away debris in the aftermath of Typhoon Bilis, which swept through five provinces, including Fujian, less than two weeks ago. 

Typhoon Bilis left 612 people dead with another 208 people missing, and led to the evacuation of nearly three million people, according to figures from the Ministry of Civil Affairs. 

Bilis affected at least 29.6 million people in Zhejiang, Fujian, Guangdong, Jiangxi and Hunan provinces and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. The Chinese government estimates the total losses at 26.6 billion yuan (US$3.3 billion). 

The Asian Development Bank Monday announced a US$200 million loan to help reduce flood risks in Hunan Province. The loan covers about 40 percent of the project’s total estimated cost of US$497.4 million. 

“Improved management and control of floods in Hunan is urgently needed to secure economic growth and development,” says Richard Bolt, an Asian Development Bank senior sector economist. 

Over the past 20 years, Hunan province grown rapidly and is now home to more than 66 million people. Its cities are centers of government, finance, business, education, transportation, and manufacturing and provide markets for agriculture and the province’s rural people. 

Floods in the Dongting Lake, in the north of the province, and from the province’s four mountain rivers are an annual natural hazard. Because of growth in cities along the mountain rivers and their proximity to riverbanks many people - especially the poor - are at risk from floods. 

Despite major public investments in flood protection, damage from floods has increased. Since 2000, the Ministry of Water Resources has responded by changing its strategy from flood control to river basin-based integrated flood management. 

The project will support this strategy and assist the Hunan provincial government to implement its plan to improve flood control, forecasting and management in the mountainous river basins – the Lishui, Xianjiang, Yuanjiang, and Zishui – home to about 56.4 million people or 84 percent of the provincial population. 

Flood protection works will be conducted in 35 high priority areas out of 94 flood prone cities. Nonstructural measures are included to strengthen flood forecasting, enhance flood warning and emergency response systems. 

A $500,000 technical assistance grant from the government of Spain accompanies the loan to help strengthen the provincial Water Resources Department in flood management including nonstructural aspects.

___________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro: Des pluies meurtrières dévastent la Corée du Nord 
Jean-Jacques Mével .

 Publié le 27 juillet 2006

Le spectre d'une nouvelle famine pourrait changer la donne diplomatique après les sanctions de l'ONU. 
 

SI LES MISSILES de Kim Jong-il réussissent à capter l'attention en direct, la Corée du Nord reste un trou noir même pour ses voisins : c'est au bout de deux semaines que les nouvelles commencent à filtrer sur des inondations qui y auraient fait plusieurs milliers de victimes après le passage d'un typhon déjà meurtrier pour le reste de la péninsule et la Chine continentale.

 

«Les dégâts et le nombre des victimes sont beaucoup plus élevés que ce qu'imaginait le monde extérieur», a fait savoir hier l'association humanitaire sud-coréenne Good Friends. L'ONG bouddhiste, bien informée sur ce qui se passe derrière des frontières opaques, avance le chiffre de 3 000 morts ou disparus dans les pluies diluviennes qui se sont abattues le 10 juillet sur le sud-ouest du pays.

 

74 tonnes d'aide alimentaire d'urgence

 

Cette calamité pourrait en annoncer une autre : l'aggravation de la pénurie alimentaire chronique qui afflige la majorité des 23 millions de Coréens du Nord. Le Programme alimentaire mondial de l'Onu (PAM) a déjà programmé 74 tonnes d'aide d'urgence. Il se heurte, comme d'habitude, aux tracasseries policières de Pyongyang. Une assistance plus massive, destinée à prévenir le retour des famines qui ont tué un habitant sur dix dans les années 1990, aurait à surmonter la mauvaise presse du régime nord-coréen.

 

L'agence officielle KCNA a reconnu il y a quelques jours la disparition de plusieurs centaines de personnes dans les pluies torrentielles. Elle insistait aussi sur les dégâts infligés «en des centaines d'endroits» aux ponts, aux routes et aux voies ferrées. Le PAM, qui maintient depuis le début de l'année une présence squelettique en Corée du Nord, évalue les dommages aux cultures à l'équivalent de 100 000 tonnes de nourriture, soit 10% de ce qui manque au pays pour faire la soudure chaque année.

 

Officiellement, Pyongyang n'a encore sollicité aucune assistance internationale. Mais il fait peu de doute qu'une catastrophe humanitaire viendrait changer la donne, trois semaines après le tir provocant de sept missiles nord-coréens et douze jours à peine après l'imposition unanime de sanctions par le Conseil de sécurité. Kim Jong-il s'est souvent montré assez habile pour retourner la détresse de son peuple au profit du régime.

 

Le coût humain et économique des inondations apparaît au moment où une nouvelle offensive diplomatique se dessine pour renouer le dialogue avec la dictature. La Corée du Sud, toujours inquiète pour sa soeur communiste, et la Chine, qui n'a voté la résolution 1695 qu'à contre-coeur, en sont les artisans. L'occasion est fournie par le Forum régional de l'ASEAN, enceinte de la diplomatie préventive, auquel doit se rendre demain le secrétaire d'État Condoleezza Rice.

 

Pékin et Séoul souhaitent que ce forum permette de réunir – même de façon informelle – tous les protagonistes des pourparlers à Six, y compris le ministre nord-coréen Paek Nam-sun, qui se trouve lui aussi à Kuala Lumpur. Pyongyang n'a pas encore dit oui. Washington a réservé son jugement, signalant, par la voix de l'ambassadeur Christopher Hill, qu'il est «difficile de concilier optimisme et Corée du Nord».

____________________________________________________________________________

Libération: Energie. L'installation des machines est freinée par les délais de délivrance des permis et la proximité des radars. 
ça tourne presque rond pour l'éolien français

Par Laure NOUALHAT

QUOTIDIEN : Jeudi 27 juillet 2006 - 06:00

Rafale de bonnes nouvelles pour l'éolien français. Si le rythme d'installation des machines à vent s'accélère, les objectifs de la directive européenne pourraient bien être atteints, selon une enquête de la Direction générale de l'énergie et des matières premières publiée lundi sur le site du ministère de l'Industrie (1).

Fin 2005, 757 mégawatts (MW) étaient installés sur le territoire, contre 366 fin 2004. Début juillet, le ministre délégué à l'Industrie, François Loos, a rappelé l'objectif ambitieux fixé par la directive : 13 500 MW de puissance installée en 2010 (21 % de notre électricité d'origine renouvelable), soit plus de quatorze fois ce qui existe.

Evidemment, les industriels du vent se félicitent de ces encouragements. A quelques bémols près. «Les 13 500 MW prévus par le ministre sont pratiquement inatteignables en 2010», estime Antoine Saglio, du Syndicat des énergies renouvelables (SER). Pour réaliser cet objectif, il faudrait en effet installer plus de 8 MW, soit 4 éoliennes par jour jusqu'en 2010. Le rythme d'équipement actuel ne suffit pas. Plus de 600 demandes de permis sont instruites, pour une puissance totale de plus de 4 600 MW. Entre le 1er février 2005 et le 1er février 2006, 202 permis de construire ont été délivrés, pour une puissance totale de 1 230 MW. Toutefois, un permis sur trois est refusé, principalement pour des raisons environnementales. «Le taux de refus ne nous choque pas, le problème, ce sont les délais d'instruction, résume Antoine Saglio. Ceux-ci durent en moyenne neuf mois, et il n'est pas rare qu'ils atteignent deux ans.» Un problème pour les investisseurs qui patientent sans garantie de voir le vent leur récolter de l'argent.

Les délais se sont allongés en partie à cause de la complexité des débats qui entouraient la loi sur l'énergie, votée en juillet 2005. Au fil des discussions parlementaires, les règles de délivrance des permis changeaient du tout au tout. Les projets étaient d'abord limités à 12 MW (6 éoliennes environ) puis devaient être a minima de 20 MW. Aujourd'hui, il n'existe plus ni plancher ni plafond, mais une zone de développement de l'éolien désignée de conserve par les maires des communes et les préfets.

Désormais, le problème qui préoccupe les industriels porte plutôt sur les radars. L'aviation civile, l'armée de l'air et Météo France ​ les trois possesseurs de radars en France ​ émettent souvent des avis négatifs quand les éoliennes sont prévues à moins de 20, voire 30 km. «Ce sera le dossier de la rentrée», précise le SER.

Au-delà de l'impulsion donnée par les pouvoirs publics, d'autres signaux sont passés au vert : EDF a promis d'investir 3 milliards d'euros dans le vent d'ici à 2010, tandis qu'Areva est devenu le premier actionnaire de Repower, un constructeur dont les usines sont basées en Allemagne et qui installe beaucoup de machines en France.

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Wind power dilemma for Lewis 
By Paul Rincon Science reporter, BBC News, Stornoway 25.7.2006

Lewis, the most northerly island in the Hebrides, is home to one of the largest peatland habitats left in Europe. 
The blanket bog occupies thousands of hectares, forming an environment of waterlogged splendour that supports dozens of rare bird and insect species. 

For the inhabitants of Lewis, particularly the crofters whose system for working this land dates to Medieval times, the peatlands are the living heart of this island. 

But its traditional economies are in terminal decline and council leaders warn that the numbers of young people leaving in search of better prospects on the mainland are fuelling a demographic crisis. 

Some believe the way forward for Lewis lies in making use of one of its untapped natural resources: the wind. Three wind farms have been proposed for Lewis, with the collective potential to generate more than 1,000 megawatts of electricity. 

Visual impact 
The council believes the wind farms could turn around the island's fortunes, transforming Lewis into the renewable energy capital of Europe. 

But the plans will also transform the landscape, lining it with hundreds of huge turbines. The largest of the schemes, to be situated on the north Lewis moor, comprises 190 turbines, each 140m tall. The rotor blades on the turbines will sweep a circle with a diameter that is wider than a jumbo jet. 

The north Lewis wind farm alone is reckoned to be the largest onshore wind farm development in Europe. 

Fears about the visual and noise impact of the enormous turbines and their effects on the island's natural ecology have fomented a broad base of opposition to the plans. Traditionally, islanders have lived in close-knit, devoutly Presbyterian communities, with a deep-rooted pride in their agricultural self-sufficiency and sense of Gaelic nationhood. 

Last year, some islanders burned an effigy of a wind turbine and there is talk of direct action if the plans go ahead. 


I look at the long term aspects - we need an economy here, beautiful place as it is Kevin Murray, Lewis Wind Power Opponents say the 702-megawatt scheme would destroy vast areas of peatland, which are protected under UK and European law. Four million cubic metres of rock would need to be excavated from five new quarries on Lewis to build 167km of new roads and foundations dug deep into the peat. 

Finlay MacLeod, a writer and former lecturer from Lewis says: "Because they couldn't put the wind farm through the central area of the peatland, which is a Special Area of Conservation, they put them on the periphery, which is very close to the townships. 

"The visual impact of the turbines will be very overwhelming. They're going to be loud. There are various videos which show the sound in some places is a nightmare - and none of those turbines are as big as these will be. 

"You can imagine the noise with 200 of them strung along here, and they are so high and so large." 

Decision time 
The north Lewis proposals are due to be submitted to the Scottish Executive in mid-August. Two further wind farms are planned for the south-east of the island. 

Kevin Murray, island representative for Lewis Wind Power, which is developing the largest scheme in North Lewis, told BBC News: "I'm a local person who works for Amec and I take stick for that. But I look at the long-term aspects - we need an economy here, beautiful place as it is. I believe you can build something like this without destroying the landscape. 

"There are people who tell me: 'My three children have good jobs on the mainland'. And I think, hold on a minute. So you're prepared for your children to be with you for 18 years, then to go away and that's it - to become a picture on the mantelpiece and a card at Christmas?" 

The Scottish Executive has received 6,131 objections to the scheme, with 4,573 of these from Lewis postcodes. The scheme has received only 22 pledges of support. 

Last year, a Mori poll commissioned by BBC Scotland showed that 55% of 802 people questioned in Lewis and neighbouring North Harris objected to the plans, with 42% expressing strong opposition. But 29% said they backed the proposals with 18% strongly backing the schemes. 

And when the island's Labour MP of nearly 20 years, Calum MacDonald, was unseated in the 2005 general election, outrage at the wind farm proposals was seen by many as a factor in his defeat. 

The council and developers dispute the high level of opposition claimed by others. Council leaders say not all objections to the Scottish Executive were based on opposition to the principle of a wind farm. Instead, some relate to positions of individual turbines and to details of financial packages, they argue. 

Council backing 
Leaders of the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) have backed the wind farms on the grounds that "hard decisions" must be made to secure a future for the island and its people. 


They could offer me £100,000 and it wouldn't make any difference Catriona Campbell, Moorland Without Turbines "Sitting and doing nothing and leaving everything the way it is doesn't seem to be a realistic and viable way forward," says Calum Ian McIver, head of economic development for the council. 

"We have a fragile economy dependent on very few economic sectors: fishing, fish farming, crofting. But these traditional industries are slowly contracting around us," he adds. "The latest Common Agricultural Policy reform will contract us even further, moving us away from production into other areas." 

Lewis Wind Power, which is made up of the companies Amec and British Energy, says around 333 jobs would be created during the wind farm's four-year construction and a further 346 jobs over its 25-year lifetime. 

In addition, it is offering between £2m and £3.5m in annual rental income to the crofters grazing their animals on land hosting the turbines. Islanders will also receive community benefits totalling an estimated £560,000 per year with an option to exchange these payments for a stake in the wind farm. 

Catriona Campbell, chair of Moorland Without Turbines (MWT), a campaign group opposed to the schemes, says that individual crofters would receive between £1,000 and £4,000 a year, depending on the number of turbines and crofters in each village. 

But she affirms: "They could offer me £100,000 and it wouldn't make any difference." 

Ms Campbell, who is a crofter and Gaelic teacher, says the project would devastate the moor. She told me there was a lack of consultation with islanders on the proposals: "They just thought they could go ahead and do this," she said. "It's an attitude of 'We know best' and 'You're just children who can't make up your minds'." 

Bird collisions 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) has serious concerns for the rare bird populations living on the moor. It estimates that 50 golden eagles and between 100 and 250 red-throated divers could be killed by collisions with turbine rotor blades during the development's 25-year lifetime. 

These and other important species will be affected by habitat loss and displacement, it says. 

"Because of the size and scale of the schemes, the overall impact is going to be massive," says Martin Scott, Western Isles conservation officer for the RSPB. "It's going to be very hard to mitigate against that. Wildlife on the island is very rich and unique." 

Anne McCall, the RSPB's head of planning and development for Scotland, says the Lewis Wind Power scheme is "a project of superlatives, the largest wind farm on the most heavily designated site". 

She explained that the RSPB was not opposed to wind farms in principle and has objected to only a handful in Scotland, but added: "It matters where they are located." 

But one islander told me: "We outstrip all local authorities for land mass against area designated. And if that's stifling economic development, are we getting a raw deal?" 

The Scottish Executive is also scrutinising a 159-megawatt scheme of 53 turbines on the Eisgein estate, in south-west Lewis. A 250-megawatt wind farm of 125 turbines at nearby Pairc is also planned. 

It is up to the Executive to grant permission for each of the schemes, and some observers suspect the Lewis Wind Power application could yet go to a public inquiry. 

___________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (UK): Farmers use as much pesticide with GM crops, US study finds 
By Steve Connor, Science Editor 

Published: 27 July 2006 

One of the major arguments in favour of growing GM crops has been undermined by a study showing that the benefits are short-lived because farmers quickly resort to spraying their fields with harmful pesticides. 

Supporters of genetically modified crops claim the technique saves money and provides environmental benefits because farmers need to spray their fields fewer times with chemicals.

However, a detailed survey of 481 cotton growers in China found that, although they did use fewer pesticides in the first few years of adopting GM plants, after seven years they had to use just as much pesticide as they did with conventional crops.

The study found that after three years, the GM farmers had cut pesticide use by 70 per cent and were earning over a third more than conventional farmers.

But, by 2004, the GM cotton farmers were using just as much pesticide as their conventional counterparts and were spending far more because GM cotton seed is three times the price of conventional cotton seed.

The findings will undermine claims by the biotechnology industry that GM technology can boost food production without necessarily damaging the environment with pesticides.

Scientists from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, carried out the study which involved interviews with hundreds of Chinese farmers who had switched to cotton that had been genetically modified with a gene for a bacterial toxin.

The toxin - known as Bt - is secreted by the GM cotton plant and is highly effective at stopping the growth of bollworm, a major pest of the crop that can cause millions of pounds worth of damage.

Major cotton producers, the United States, China, India and Argentina, quickly adopted Bt cotton after it was introduced in 1996 by Monsanto, the American biotechnology company.

Today, more than a third of the global cultivation of cotton is accounted for by Bt cotton, ranging from 42.8 million hectares in the United States to 3.7 million hectares in China.

Before the introduction of the GM crop into China, farmers in the country had to spray on average 20 times each growing season to control bollworm but, with Bt cotton, the average number of treatments fell to below seven.

The amount of pesticide also fell by 43.3kg per hectare in 1999, which was a decrease of about 71 per cent on previous years.

However, Professor Per Pinstrup-Andersen and his colleagues at Cornell found that all those benefits have since been largely lost due to the rise of other pests that were not considered a problem for cotton.

"Using a household survey from 2004, seven years after the initial commercialisation of Bt cotton in China, we show that total pesticide expenditure for Bt cotton farmers in China is nearly equal to that of their conventional counterparts," the scientists say in their report.

"Bt farmers in 2004 on the average have to spray pesticide 18.22 times, which is more than three times higher compared with 1999.

"Detailed information on pesticide expenditures reveals that, though Bt farmers saved 46 per cent of bollworm pesticide relative to non-Bt farmers, they spend 40 per cent more on pesticides designed to kill an emerging secondary pest," they say.

Secondary pests, such as a type of leaf bug called mirids, are not normally a problem in cotton fields because bollworm, and sprays against bollworm, tend to keep them in check.

However, because Bt cotton is targeted mainly against bollworm, other pests are able to exploit the relatively low use of pesticide that such fields need.

"These results should send a very strong signal to researchers and governments that they need to come up with remedial actions for the Bt-cotton farmers, otherwise these farmers will stop using Bt cotton and that would be very unfortunate," Professor Pinstrup-Andersen said. 

One of the major arguments in favour of growing GM crops has been undermined by a study showing that the benefits are short-lived because farmers quickly resort to spraying their fields with harmful pesticides. 

Supporters of genetically modified crops claim the technique saves money and provides environmental benefits because farmers need to spray their fields fewer times with chemicals.

However, a detailed survey of 481 cotton growers in China found that, although they did use fewer pesticides in the first few years of adopting GM plants, after seven years they had to use just as much pesticide as they did with conventional crops.

The study found that after three years, the GM farmers had cut pesticide use by 70 per cent and were earning over a third more than conventional farmers.

But, by 2004, the GM cotton farmers were using just as much pesticide as their conventional counterparts and were spending far more because GM cotton seed is three times the price of conventional cotton seed.

The findings will undermine claims by the biotechnology industry that GM technology can boost food production without necessarily damaging the environment with pesticides.

Scientists from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, carried out the study which involved interviews with hundreds of Chinese farmers who had switched to cotton that had been genetically modified with a gene for a bacterial toxin.

The toxin - known as Bt - is secreted by the GM cotton plant and is highly effective at stopping the growth of bollworm, a major pest of the crop that can cause millions of pounds worth of damage.

Major cotton producers, the United States, China, India and Argentina, quickly adopted Bt cotton after it was introduced in 1996 by Monsanto, the American biotechnology company.

Today, more than a third of the global cultivation of cotton is accounted for by Bt cotton, ranging from 42.8 million hectares in the United States to 3.7 million hectares in China.

Before the introduction of the GM crop into China, farmers in the country had to spray on average 20 times each growing season to control bollworm but, with Bt cotton, the average number of treatments fell to below seven.

The amount of pesticide also fell by 43.3kg per hectare in 1999, which was a decrease of about 71 per cent on previous years.

However, Professor Per Pinstrup-Andersen and his colleagues at Cornell found that all those benefits have since been largely lost due to the rise of other pests that were not considered a problem for cotton.

"Using a household survey from 2004, seven years after the initial commercialisation of Bt cotton in China, we show that total pesticide expenditure for Bt cotton farmers in China is nearly equal to that of their conventional counterparts," the scientists say in their report.

"Bt farmers in 2004 on the average have to spray pesticide 18.22 times, which is more than three times higher compared with 1999.

"Detailed information on pesticide expenditures reveals that, though Bt farmers saved 46 per cent of bollworm pesticide relative to non-Bt farmers, they spend 40 per cent more on pesticides designed to kill an emerging secondary pest," they say.

Secondary pests, such as a type of leaf bug called mirids, are not normally a problem in cotton fields because bollworm, and sprays against bollworm, tend to keep them in check.

However, because Bt cotton is targeted mainly against bollworm, other pests are able to exploit the relatively low use of pesticide that such fields need.

"These results should send a very strong signal to researchers and governments that they need to come up with remedial actions for the Bt-cotton farmers, otherwise these farmers will stop using Bt cotton and that would be very unfortunate," Professor Pinstrup-Andersen said. 
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Le Monde: Le nombre et la variété des insectes pollinisateurs diminuent en Europe de manière importante
LE MONDE | 22.07.06 | 15h06  •  Mis à jour le 22.07.06 | 15h06

Christiane Galus


Les insectes pollinisateurs sont indispensables à la reproduction des plantes à fleurs donnant des graines, qui représentent 80 % du règne végétal terrestre : volant de fleur en fleur pour recueillir le pollen (l'élément fécondant mâle), ils le transportent vers le stigmate d'une fleur femelle, ce qui permet la fécondation. Or, depuis quelques années, les scientifiques pensent que ce service gratuit offert par la nature depuis 140 millions d'années, est menacé par la baisse de la biodiversité.

Une enquête menée par Jacobus Biesmeijer et William Kunin (université de Leeds, au Royaume-Uni) et une équipe de chercheurs britanniques, allemands et néerlandais confirme, dans la revue Science du 21 juillet, que la menace est sérieuse. En étudiant différentes zones en Grande-Bretagne et aux Pays-Bas, les scientifiques ont constaté que les abeilles sauvages paient le plus lourd tribut, avec une baisse de 52 % de leur diversité dans le premier cas et de 67 % dans le second, par rapport à la situation précédant les années 1980. En revanche, la situation est moins catastrophique pour les mouches pollinisatrices, dont le nombre a décliné de 33 % en Grande-Bretagne mais augmenté de 25 % aux Pays-Bas.

Les chercheurs ont aussi regardé quelle était l'influence de cette situation sur les plantes visitées par les insectes. Ils ont ainsi constaté qu'en Grande-Bretagne 75 plantes sauvages qui nécessitent d'être pollinisées par des insectes ont vu leur distribution diminuer, tandis que 30 autres, pollinisées par le vent ou l'eau se sont, au contraire, répandues davantage. Aux Pays-Bas, seules les plantes pollinisées par les abeilles sauvages ont décliné. Jacobus Biesmeijer et William Kunin suspectent donc un lien de cause à effet entre le déclin des insectes pollinisateurs et des plantes pollinisées, sans pouvoir préciser quel est l'élément moteur de cette situation : l'évolution des modes de culture, l'utilisation des produits chimiques dans l'agriculture ou le changement climatique ? Ils sont inquiets car, "quelle que soit la cause retenue, l'étude suggère fortement que le déclin de quelques espèces peut déclencher une cascade d'extinctions locales parmi d'autres espèces associées".

Pour Guy Rodet, entomologiste à l'Institut national de la recherche agricole (INRA) d'Avignon (département santé des plantes et environnement), cet article est important car "c'est le premier à mettre scientifiquement en évidence le déclin des insectes pollinisateurs. Et cela avec un grand nombre de données et sur une longue échelle de temps." Les auteurs de l'article de Science ont en effet travaillé sur un million d'enregistrements réalisés dans le passé par des naturalistes et dont certains remontent au règne de la reine Victoria. En appliquant des techniques destinées à rendre ces données comparables entre elles, les chercheurs ont divisé la Grande-Bretagne et les Pays-Bas en carrés de 10 km de côté et comparé la diversité des insectes pollinisateurs avant et après 1980. Cette date a été retenue car il y a eu de grands changements dans l'agriculture pendant cette période.

Cette étude a été menée dans le cadre du programme européen Alarm destiné à évaluer les risques encourus par la biodiversité terrestre et aquatique. Une enquête similaire a été engagée en France par l'équipe de recherche sur la pollinisation entomophile d'INRA-Avignon, menée par Bernard Vaissière et qui a pour objectif d'évaluer le déclin des pollinisateurs sur une période de temps très courte. Dix parcelles ont été retenues pour réaliser l'étude, réparties en France, en Allemagne, en Pologne, en Suède, et au Royaume-Uni.

La baisse de la diversité des insectes pollinisateurs peut avoir divers effets. Elle peut d'abord se traduire par "un changement du paysage, explique Guy Rodet, car il y a un risque de voir disparaître différentes espèces de plantes". Plus grave encore, "nous pouvons avoir des difficultés pour produire des fruits et des légumes, bien qu'on puisse dans certains cas pallier la baisse des pollinisateurs sauvages par des insectes issus d'élevages, précise Guy Rodet. Mais pour des grandes surfaces cultivées, comme aux Etats-Unis, cela risque de coûter très cher."
_____________________________________________________________________________

El Nuevo Herald: (Miami): Greenpeace: moratoria para soya brasileña es insuficiente
PETER MUELLO

25.7.2006

RIO DE JANEIRO - Los ambientalistas encomiaron el martes la decisión de los importadores de suspender la compra de soya cultivada en áreas de reciente deforestación, pero advirtieron que el embargo de dos años es insuficiente para proteger la floresta amazónica de la destrucción.

Cargill Inc. y otras empresas que comercian con soya acordaron el lunes imponer una moratoria de dos años a raíz de las protestas principalmente de ambientalistas contra la expansión de las plantaciones de soya, convertidas en la mayor fuente de destrucción de la región considerada pulmón del mundo.

En Minnetonka, Minnesota, Estados Unidos, la empresa Cargill Inc. dijo que la moratoria, que entró en vigencia el lunes, insta a que haya una mayor vigilancia, un estricto cumplimiento de las actuales normas forestales y la colaboración con los grupos rurales y el gobierno federal a fin desarrollar nuevas reglas de operaciones dentro de la región amazónica.

"Reconocemos que este es un primer paso", destacó la vocera de Cargill, Lori Johnson, según informó el martes el diario Star Tribune. "Consideramos que es un primer paso crucial". "Es un paso, aunque sea muy pequeño", destacó Carol Gregory, portavoz de Greenpeace. "La soya es una de las principales industrias que lleva a la destrucción de bosques".

Desde manaus, en Brasil, Paulo Adario, director de Greenpeace, dijo telefónicamente que "la industria nunca tomó una medida tan atrevida para proteger la región amazónica. Pero sus efectos prácticos pueden ser ínfimos", agregó.

La medida afecta a gigantes como Cargill, Archer Daniels, Midland. y Budge, así como la francesa Dreyfus y la brasileña Amaggi. Juntas, estas compañías representan la mayor parte del comercio de soya en Brasil, el segundo productor mundial después de Estados Unidos.

Pero dos años son insignificantes para el monitoreo, especialmente de nuevos productores que procuran extender sus plantaciones sobre áreas aún selváticas, dijo Adario.

"Cualquiera que viva aquí sabe que el primer año es para clarear el bosque, cortar los árboles, quemar y traer vacas", dijo. "En el segundo año uno arranca los muñones y planta arroz. La soya es plantada sólo el tercer año y para entonces la moratoria ya no surte efecto".

Agregó: "Todos podrían aceptar la moratoria ahora mismo, sin que eso cambie absolutamente nada. Esperábamos más".

La soya es el principal producto agrícola de Brasil y es la causa principal de la deforestación amazónica. La región perdió 18.000 kilómetros cuadrados entre 2003 y 2004, cuando fueron plantados de soya unos 12.000 kilómetros cuadrados.

La soya requiere de fuertes inversiones de capital, dijo Adario, y a menudo se expande a áreas de pastoreo de ganado, lo que empuja a los agricultores hacia dentro de la selva.

La mayoría de la soya brasileña es exportada a Europa para alimentar pollos, cerdos y vacas, según Greenpeace. En abril, manifestantes de Greenpeace se disfrazaron de pollos y se encadenaron a sillas y mesas de restaurantes McDonalds y acusaron a la compañía de alimentar a sus aves con soya cultivada ilegalmente en la región amazónica.

El gobierno ahora debe monitorear las plantaciones de soya, hacer mapas de la región y aplicar las leyes que requieren que los hacendados mantengan en pie la floresta del 80% de sus áreas.

"Sólo una parte de las plantaciones está registrada", dijo Adario. "El gobierno tiene que producir mapas de modo que las industrias sepan de dónde viene la soya que compran".

____________________________________________________________________________
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BRAZIL: Soy Industry Joins Effort Against Amazon Deforestation

Mario Osava 

RIO DE JANEIRO, (IPS) - The environmentalist movement, and especially international watchdog Greenpeace, are celebrating a new victory in Brazil: the big companies that process and export soy have decided not to buy soybeans from newly deforested areas in the Amazon jungle. 

The Brazilian Association of Vegetable Oil Producers (ABIOVE) and the National Grains Exporters' Association (ANEC) announced in a joint communiqué Monday that their members will stop using soybeans from land that has been cleared to grow soy in the Amazon jungle. 

The moratorium will last two years, during which time soy processors and exporters, along with the government, farmers and civil society groups, will design "new rules for operating in the Amazon ecosystem," strategies to ensure that soy farmers comply with Brazil's forestry laws, and an action plan to reduce the violence sparked by land disputes and achieve "governance" in the Amazon region 

"This is a very important step towards curbing the advance of the agricultural frontier" in the Amazon, which will have "automatic repercussions on other production chains, like that of beef," Adilson Vieira, coordinator of the Amazon Working Group, a network of 600 non-governmental organisations and community movements, told IPS. 

The deforestation rate in the Amazon jungle will tend to continue to slow down in the next few years, and the government must take advantage of this opportunity to enforce "stricter mechanisms" to control other activities that threaten the jungle, like the continuous illegal encroachment on public land, and illegal logging, he said. 

Vieira pointed out that the rate of deforestation fell by nearly 31 percent last year. The February 2005 murder of U.S.-born nun and activist Dorothy Stang and subsequent international outrage helped prompt the government to accelerate the adoption of prevention measures, like the establishment of enormous conservation areas. 

Without the pressure of the expansion of soy plantations, the government of leftist President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva will be able to focus its efforts on other fronts, and speed up implementation of a new law on management of public forests, which is aimed at fomenting a legal, sustainable lumber industry while curbing illegal logging. 

The environmental movement as a whole should congratulate Greenpeace, which capitalised on pressure from the international consumer market to broker the new agreement with the soy industry, said Vieira. 

The Greenpeace International campaign, which has included the occupation of ports and the boarding of ships, has argued that soy consumption, especially in Europe, has fuelled deforestation of the Amazon rainforest. 

Greenpeace's April report "Eating Up the Amazon" described soy plantations as the greatest threat to the future of the Amazon jungle, due to the destruction of the forest and the expulsion of indigenous and other traditional communities from their land by soy companies and farmers who pollute the water with toxic agrochemicals and often use slave labour. 

Three U.S.-based corporations -- Archer Daniels Midland (ADM), Bunge and Cargill -- control 60 percent of soy production in Brazil and more than three-quarters of Europe's soy crushing industry, which supplies soy meal and oil to the animal feed market. 

As a result of the pressure brought to bear by its report and protests, Greenpeace was able to forge an alliance with supermarket and fast food chains, like McDonald's, which agreed to require that their suppliers certify that their products did not contribute to the destruction of the Amazon jungle. 

Much of the soy production goes into producing chicken, for example, sold by supermarkets and fast food outlets. 

In the face of the growing pressure, ADM, Bunge, Cargill and other export firms, like Dreyfus from France and Amaggi from Brazil, agreed to negotiate new practices consistent with preservation of the jungle. 

The result was the two-year ban on buying soybeans from deforested Amazon land, which was agreed to by the entire industry, represented by ANEC -- to which the corporations belong -- and ABIOVE. 

The two business associations not only committed themselves to helping enforce Brazilian law in order to preserve the forests, but also pledged to break off contracts with buyers who use slave labour. 

"The part played by food companies selling products which have a direct link to Amazon deforestation for soya has been crucial in bringing the big soya traders to the negotiating table. Now the challenge is for the soya trade to deliver real on the ground results to protect the Amazon rainforest from destruction," said Gerd Leipold, executive director of Greenpeace International. 

Greenpeace Brazil Executive Director Frank Guggenheim said "We need to keep pushing for an agreement that will really protect the future of the rainforest and the Amazon people. Disputes over land and forest resources have not only destroyed large areas of the Amazon but also claimed thousands of lives. Soya traders must now help bring governance and environmental protection to the entire region." 

The soy boom has driven up land prices, fuelling illegal logging and sparking violent conflicts over land. 

The coordinator of Greenpeace Brazil's Amazon forest campaign, Paulo Adario, underscored the need to set up a working group encompassing a number of institutions, to monitor compliance with the moratorium, which he said would require maps of the areas that have already been deforested in order to identify any further clearing of forests for soy plantations. 

According to environmentalists, more than one million hectares of rainforest have been cleared to make way for soy cultivation in the past few years. 

A total of 18,900 square km of Amazon jungle were deforested between August 2004 and July 2005, 30.5 percent less than in the previous year.

http://tierramerica.net/english/2006/0722/iecobreves.shtml 

HONDURAS: Green Schools Look to the Future

TEGUCIGALPA - The Honduran government, backed by the business community, has introduced the “Green Schools” project to recover and preserve the main watersheds near Tegucigalpa. 

The one-year project, which will eventually extend to other areas of the country, was launched Jul. 14 in three of the capital’s elementary schools, and will next be implemented in high schools. In it, children and youth between the ages of five and 18 will plant more than 2,000 trees. 

Businessman Emilio Larach, one of the initiative’s main proponents and financial backers, told Tierramérica that the activity was not "just a field trip, but rather an effort to protect natural resources." 

The first 200 trees were planted near the Los Laureles dam, south of Tegucigalpa -- one of the areas worst affected by deforestation. 

http://tierramerica.net/english/2006/0722/iecobreves.shtml 

CHILE: State-Run Mining Company Faces Investigation

SANTIAGO - Chile’s Chamber of Deputies voted unanimously to investigate the state-owned National Copper Corporation (Codelco), to determine its responsibilities in polluting the capital’s Carén estuary. 

The mining company has a tailings reservoir near the estuary, a body of water that is used for irrigation and animal consumption. 

A reservoir dam breach spilled 10,000 litres of liquid waste into the estuary, killing cattle and destroying wildlife. 

The coordinator of the non-governmental Sustainable Chile Program, Sara Larraín, told Tierramérica that the "molybdenum and sulphate that has contaminated the entire estuary basin” is just one manifestation of a serious systemic problem -- the illegal approval of an environmental decree in 2005, which outlines waste-disposal parameters for Codelco that are less stringent than those for other companies. 

http://tierramerica.net/english/2006/0722/iecobreves.shtml 

GUATEMALA: Deforestation Spreading

GUATEMALA CITY - In Guatemala, an average of 73,148 hectares of forest disappears each year. The figures come from a Forest Cover Dynamics map created by the state-run National Forestry Institute (INB) and National Protected Areas Council and the private University del Valle. 

The project, whose results were released Jul. 17, is the second of its kind in Guatemala, and expands on the previous 2001 study (whose results were published in 2004). The model is based on satellite images, explained Gerónimo Pérez, coordinator of INB’s Forestry Information Systems. 

"A comparison of the two periods showed that the country lost approximately 0.68 of its forest cover each year," the expert told Tierramérica. 

The northern department of Petén, bordering Mexico, suffered the highest deforestation rates -- 65 percent -- he added. 

Two months ago the government launched the “Reverdecer Guatemala” (Reforesting Guatemala) program, which aims to plant 30 million trees. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Firm facing action for waste leakage  

A BAHRAIN company is being taken to court in connection with a waste leakage in Askar.

Environmental officials were called to the scene after a foul smelling pool of green liquid was spotted on a bare patch of land outside the Manama Textile Mills.

The leak happened at its processing plant - where products that have been spun and weaved are taken to be dyed and finished - overnight last Friday. 

Management at the firm say immediate action was taken to stop the leak, measures have been taken to ensure a similar incident does not happen again and argue no damage was done to the environment.

But Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife director-general Dr Ismail Al Madani yesterday told the GDN the firm would be prosecuted, whatever the circumstances.

"There will be legal action taken against them because a tank overflowed and they allowed the effluent into the desert area," he said.

"This should not have happened and this is a violation.

"Even if they rehabilitate the area, still they have made certain violations and they have to account for it."

Dr Al Madani confirmed the company had been given one week to fully clean up the waste, which he described as "effluence that had some dyes".

"These dyes are not toxic, but they allow algae to grow," he added.

The company's executive secretary, Mohammed Shehzad Butt, said the leakage, which he described as wastewater, was immediately sucked from the area.

"This problem happened due to a technical fault in our Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) which had been shutdown for a limited time and affected a small area," he said.

"We have managed the problem and it is 100 per cent okay."

He said the company took environmental safety seriously and has spent BD378,000 on its ETP to filter waste water and meet the required safety standards.

"Sometimes it can happen, but it was machinery and we have taken all the correct measures with regard to health and safety," he said.

"It can happen at any time, but what is important is how we handled it and to cure the problem." 

Mr Butt added the company hoped to avoid any legal action through the corrective and preventative measures it had taken since the incident.

"We are working closely with the Public Commission and by mutual understanding the issue will be resolved," he said.

"Their team has visited us and have given us some valuable tips on how to improve environmental conditions further." 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=150768&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29129 

UAE

Abu Dhabi to host marine life protection conference

Abu Dhabi, July 26th, 2006 (WAM)- Region-wide cooperation in the conservation of endangered marine turtles and coral reefs in the Gulf will be the focus of a regional conference to be held here next September. 

More than 50 environmental experts from the GCC, Iran and Yemen are expected to attend the Marine Conservation Forum, where a strategy on regional cooperation to preserve endangered marine turtles and coral reefs will be developed.

The Marine Conservation Forum, which will take place on 11 - 14 September 2006, is organized by EWS-WWF (Emirates Wildlife Society - World Wildlife Fund for Nature) under the patronage of the UAE Ministry of Environment & Water. 

"Marine turtles and coral reefs play important ecological, economic, recreational and cultural roles. In the Gulf region, however, uncontrolled coastal development, destruction and alteration of turtle nesting/foraging habitats, poaching, illegal trade and pollution are having an adverse impact on these two delicate constituents of the marine ecosystem," said Razan Al Mubarak, Director, EWS-WWF. 

"The Marine Conservation Forum will provide an opportunity for specialists, biologists, conservationists, government agencies and NGO's from the Gulf, Iran and Yemen to review marine turtle and coral reef research and conservation efforts. It will also aim to assess the status of these species with the objective of creating regional conservation management initiatives and a strategic plan," added Al Mubarak.

Elaborating on the significance of the Forum for the region, Dr. Frederic Launay, EWS-WWF Conservation, Director said, "The region's marine environment is under constant strain and both coral reef and marine turtle populations are at great risk. 

It is, therefore, an opportune time for EWS-WWF to hold the Marine Conservation Forum to emphasize the value of this environment and the importance of regional cooperation." "The preservation of both marine turtles and coral reefs requires multilateral cooperation and agreements as well as commitments of governments sharing these species, to guarantee their survival.

Successful development of the ecotourism sector also requires regional and multilateral cooperation," added Dr. Launay emphasizing the need for regional cooperation in conservation efforts.

http://www.wam.org.ae/servlet/Satellite?c=WamLocEnews&cid=1153223059164&p=1135099400228&pagename=WAM%2FWamLocEnews%2FW-T-LEN-FullNews 

Sustainable development tops FEA budget agenda

ABU DHABI — Sustainable development and environmental conservation initiatives will figure high in the 2007 budget of the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA), the environment watchdog has announced.

"The first programme will feature three sub-plans aimed at reducing environmental risks resulting from industrial and non-industrial activities," said Dr Salim Al Dhahiri, FEA director-general.

Al Dhahiri added that a field survey would be conducted to monitor carbon monoxide and other gas emissions from vehicles to facilitate a comparison with results of similar surveys made in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah.

He disclosed that another survey would be conducted to gauge solid wastes generated by gold workshops and photography laboratories to work out a suitable mechanism to dispose of such wastes.

On measures to counter desertification, Al Dhahiri said that the programme envisaged a marked increase of green acreage through implementation of priority projects under the National Action Plan for Combatting Desertification as part of the UAE's commitment to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. 

"The FEA's programme also includes eco-tourism projects in view of the vibrant growth in the sector. A seminar and a training course for eco-tourism employees and advocates of environment protection in both the public and private sectors will be organised," he added. 

According to Al Dhahiri, the second main programme on environment protection would accord special attention to protection from wastes, especially during the process of disposal of medical wastes across the country.

"Commitment of healthcare providers to regulations on use and disposal of medical wastes and hazardous medical materials will come under scrutiny," he observed. 

Protection of nature reserves, notably the mangroves, from pollution will take centrestage on the FEA programme. "The FEA programme for 2007 will also help to complete the database project on nature sanctuaries."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2006/July/theuae_July891.xml&section=theuae&col= 
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Annan recommends three-pronged solution to the ‘horrendous’

situation in Lebanon

26 July - Deploring the “horrendous and dangerous” situation in Lebanon, Secretary-General Kofi

Annan today proposed a three-part strategy involving an immediate cessation of hostilities and wideranging political and economic commitments to solve a crisis that has killed hundreds of people and forced around 800,000 others to flee their homes.

“A cessation of hostilities, a political framework, the deployment of an international force, and

agreement on a reconstruction programme would give us the beginnings of a way out of this crisis,”

he told delegates at a high-level conference in Rome called to discuss the worsening situation.

“The death and destruction we have witnessed in the past two weeks, including yesterday’s tragic killing of UN peacekeepers, compels this conference to send a strong message, and to speak with one voice. We must say, to the people of

Lebanon, to the people of Israel, to people throughout the wider Middle East, that we will do our utmost to help them find a path towards peace.”

During Mr. Annan’s address, delegates stood and observed a minute of silence for those killed, while afterwards the

Secretary-General warned there remains “great potential” for further escalation in the conflict and that was why it was most urgent to have an immediate cessation of hostilities.

“I call on Hezbollah to stop its deliberate targeting of Israeli population centres. And I call on Israel to end its bombardments, blockades and ground operations. A temporary cessation of hostilities would offer crucial hours and days for essential humanitarian tasks, including the distribution of relief aid and the evacuation of non-combatants and the wounded.”

He said an international force would have a vital role to play, helping in the short-term with the humanitarian operation, but over the longer term assisting Lebanon’s Government in implementing various agreements and Security Council resolutions,

Secretary-General briefs media on Lebanon in Rome

UN Daily News particularly by helping it extend its authority and disarm all militias.

Mr. Annan acknowledged such a force could only operate with the consent of the Government and all “Lebanese parties.”

The second part of his strategy calls for a political framework so that a cessation of hostilities can be transformed into “a longer-term process of enduring peace.”

“Such a framework should address several issues, including captives, delineation of Lebanon’s borders and a mechanism for monitoring and guaranteeing its implementation,” he said, while stressing that wider regional involvement was needed for

any long-term solution. “We must bring our best ideas together into a coherent, achievable package that all parties can endorse… And for solutions

to last, it will also require the constructive engagement of the countries of the region, including Syria and Iran.”

Turning to the third part of this approach, he called on the conference to commit to a strong economic package for Lebanon because the conflict had seen years of painstaking reconstruction “undone with terrible speed,” and a donor framework was needed to secure funding. The co-chairs of the Rome conference, whose participants included representatives from 14 countries as well as the

European Union and the World Bank, expressed their determination in a statement “to work immediately to reach with the utmost urgency a ceasefire that put an end to the current violence and hostilities.”

“Calling Israel to exercise its utmost restraint, they welcomed Israel’s announcement of humanitarian corridors to Lebanon, including for humanitarian flights into Beirut International Airport, and within Lebanon that can allow for the rapid delivery of relief aid, and called for their immediate operation,” the statement read.

The conference called for an International Force to “urgently be authorized under a UN mandate to support the Lebanese

Armed Forces in providing a secure environment,” and there was wide support for a meeting to discuss security assistance

for the Lebanese forces.

Participants pledged their determination to provide immediate humanitarian relief and also agreed to the convening of an international donor conference to assist with the revival of Lebanon’s economy.

Secretary-General proposes joint UN-Israeli inquiry into

Lebanon peacekeeper deaths 

26 July - Following yesterday’s killings of three United Nations peacekeepers – and possibly a fourth –during an air attack in south Lebanon, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today accepted Israeli Prime Minister

Ehud Olmert’s expression of “deep sorrow” and suggested a joint investigation into the incident.

Speaking to journalists in Rome, where he is meeting with world leaders on the crisis, Mr. Annan said that

Mr. Olmert believes that the bombing was a mistake. The Secretary-General emphasized that in his own statement he had

used the word “apparent” in relation to whether Israeli forces deliberately targeted the attack on the Khiyam base of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

“But you need to look at the events of yesterday,” he urged. “The shelling of the UN position, which is long-established and clearly marked, started in the morning and went on till after 7:00 p.m., when we lost contact.”

“You can imagine the anguish of the soldiers and the men and women – unarmed military observers – who were down there

in the service of peace,” he said, stressing that the peacekeepers were in frequent touch with the Israeli army, pleading with them to avoid striking their location.

However, Mr. Annan added, “we await the investigations.”

Meanwhile, the UN Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jane Holl Lute, also welcomed Israel’s call

for an investigation, transmitting the Organization’s preference for a joint probe, as she briefed the Security Council today on the fatal incident.

UNIFIL reported that 21 strikes were made within 300 meters of the patrol base yesterday, with the mission protesting each one to the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). Ms. Holl Lute added that she herself, as well as Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch Brown, made several calls to Israel’s UN embassy to reiterate those protests.

After UNIFIL headquarters lost contact with the base, it coordinated safe passage for two armoured personnel carriers, which reached it at 9:30 p.m. and discovered the shelter collapsed among other major damage, she said. Three observers

were found killed and a fourth is feared dead. Despite repeated requests to the IDF for abatement, firing was maintained during the rescue operation, she added, and continued to strike near UNIFIL positions as she spoke.

She emphasized that UNIFIL has also come under direct attacks by small arms fire from Hezbollah forcing the mission to abort the escort of Lebanese civilians to safe areas and movement of troops on other humanitarian missions.

Since the 12 July outbreak of hostilities in Lebanon, UNIFIL reports that a civilian international staff member and his wife

have been killed and five soldiers and a military observer have been wounded, in addition to yesterday’s deaths.

Under these circumstances, Ms. Holl Lute said the mission might need to consolidate its observers to minimize further risk

to its personnel.

The UN staff union’s committee on security called on Mr. Annan to suspend UNIFIL’s operations, pull back its personnel

from hazardous positions until the situation improves, and conduct a full investigation of the fatal bombing.

“This incident once again serves as a tragic reminder of the innumerable risks undertaken daily by United Nations personnel across the globe,” the committee said, strongly protesting the attacks.

First UN aid convoy carrying medicine and other essentials reaches Lebanon’s south 

26 July - The first United Nations aid convoy to the south of Lebanon arrived in the port city of Tyre today, carrying food, medicines, sanitation and hygiene supplies for the victims of the worsening violence that has gripped the country.

The supplies are already being distributed to those in need after the 10-truck convoy made a five-anda- half-hour trip from the Lebanese capital Beirut, a UN spokesman told reporters in New York.

“This is the first UN convoy to the south in what is hoped to become a regular dispatching of humanitarian supplies along safe humanitarian corridors inside Lebanon to the people most affected by the ongoing military hostilities,” said Marie Okabe, deputy spokesman for the Secretary-General. “The convoy includes 90 metric tonnes of wheat flour procured locally, as well as other essential items.”

The humanitarian initiative is an effort by the UN to support the Lebanese Government in trying to reach the affected communities with essential supplies, which were provided by the World Food Programme (WFP), the World Health

Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). The UN Development Programme (UNDP) is also helping the Tyre municipality to receive the supplies and coordinate the distribution.

Along with increasing UN calls for a cessation of hostilities in the conflict, which was repeated again today by Secretary-

General Kofi Annan during an address in Rome to a major international conference on Lebanon, the world body has also

Children evacuated by

truck near Sidon, south

Lebanon called for humanitarian corridors to get urgent aid through to those in need.

“Unhindered access is a critical component of any humanitarian response and an obligation under international law,” said

UNICEF Executive Director Ann Veneman, whose agency estimates children comprise 45 per cent of Lebanon’s displaced population. The UN on Monday launched a $149 million appeal for Lebanon covering the next three months and focusing on the immediate needs of food, health care, logistics, water and sanitation, protection and common services. Hundreds of people have been killed and an estimated 800,000 others have been forced to flee their homes since fighting broke out earlier this month.

Meanwhile, the top UN aid official continued his mission to the Middle East today by visiting the Israeli town of Haifa, where he witnessed first-hand the effects of Hezbollah’s shelling.

Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, met Haifa’s mayor and also spoke with Israel’s Defence Minister and Foreign Minister and thanked them for the country’s support for humanitarian corridors.

Afghanistan: Security Council voices fear on violence as UN envoy talks of insurgency 26 July - Expressing concern over the worsening violence in Afghanistan, the Security Council today reaffirmed its support for the Government and the armed forces as they battle what the top United Nations envoy to the impoverished nation called an “insurgency” that seeks to restore life under the Taliban.

The Council also expressed its support for the work of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and Operation Enduring Freedom troops in working alongside Afghan forces, according to a statement read to the press by Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, its President for July.

“They recognise once again the inter-connected nature of the challenges in Afghanistan and reaffirm that sustainable progress on security, governance and development, as well as on the cross-cutting issue of counter-narcotics is mutually reinforcing, and welcome the continuing effort of the Afghan Government and international community to address these challenges,” the statement said.

The 15-member body welcomed the Government’s efforts to ensure democratic debate, “expressed hope” the pace of reform will accelerate and also applauded efforts made under the Afghan Compact, a multi-billion dollar blueprint for partnership between the Government and the international community to bolster security, economic development and counter-narcotics efforts that was adopted in January.

The press statement followed a closed-door Council briefing by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative to Afghanistan Tom Koenigs. He later told reporters there was an insurgency in the south of the country, emphasizing this has to be dealt with using both military and political measures.

“At the moment we have a situation in five provinces of the south of an insurgency, of a movement that wants to overthrow the actual Government and re-establish what Afghanistan had under the Taliban, and the term also implies that the solution cannot be only a military or police solution but must be a political solution,” he said.

Mr. Koenigs said there were “different groups of fighters” arrayed against the Government and international forces, including “the old and highly ideological leaders of the terrorist Taliban movement [and] cross-border fighters who are young people trained in fundamentalist madrassahs, those who have historically made up the big amount of the Taliban.”

“Plus there are now in Afghanistan young people without other alternative or people forced into the ranks and files of the

Taliban and there are people either alienated or frustrated by Taliban controversies or Afghan Government movements which they contravene.”

Council President de La Sablière

Security Council condemns recent burst of violence in Côte

d’Ivoire

26 July - Decrying the weekend’s deadly outbreak of violence in Côte d’Ivoire, the Security Council today called on all

Ivorian parties to play their part to implement commitments made at a meeting convened by Secretary-General Kofi Annan earlier this month.

In a statement to the press read out by its July President, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, the Council issued a “firm condemnation” of the violence that included an attack on the vehicle of Gérard Stoudmann, the UN’s High Representative for the elections in Côte d’Ivoire.

The statement also offered full support to Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny and encouraged him and others to help implement the agreement signed by all Ivorian parties in the country’s capital, Yamoussoukro, on 5 July. The commitments made then covered issues including demobilization and the holding of elections, which are scheduled to take place in October. Earlier, Mr. Stoudmann and Abou Moussa, the Secretary-General’s Principal Deputy Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, briefed the Council during a closed session that also included a discussion of Mr. Annan’s most recent progress report on the UN mission to the West African country, known by its acronym UNOCI.

As Congolese election approaches, UN mission says rights repression must stop 26 July - Affirming that security forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have been routinely abusing journalists and other civilians since the start of its election campaign, the United

Nations mission in the country (MONUC) calls for a guarantee of free speech and an end to impunity in a report released today.

“The routine use of physical violence against civilians, including summary executions, beatings and rape… is reported wherever the army is deployed,” according to the survey of the human rights situation in the DRC covering the period January through June, which calls for “zero tolerance for violations by the military.”

In the report, MONUC notes a significant increase in the number of violations linked to campaigning for Sunday’s vote, including arbitrary arrest, illegal detention or violence by police against participants in demonstrations.

The Congolese army, the mission says, is responsible for more than half of the reported 369 cases of abuse, including the arbitrary killing of civilians accused of complicity with militias in the eastern Ituri district.

In the fight to bring to justice those responsible for such acts, MONUC sees some positive developments, including several prosecutions and a referral to the International Criminal Court (ICC), but expresses concern over increasing political and military interference in military justice, and a “stalemate due to the lack of will and capacity” among the Congolese authorities. Among its recommendations, MONUC proposes the posting of high level military judges in areas where human rights violations are being perpetrated, as well as clear, separated roles and stepped-up training for police, military and security forces.

The mission also proposes measures to guarantee the right to freedom of expression and association, including in-depth investigations of intimidation. Alarmed that not a single presidential candidate to date has addressed human rights issues on the campaign trail, it urges political parties to call for tolerance, respect and non-violence before and after next week’s vote.

Congolese with their voting cards

In another development related to Sunday’s vote, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) said the delivery of 30 million ballots and other supplies to some 50,000 polling stations will be completed by Friday, as part of the UN’s largest electoral support effort ever.

Meanwhile, at 210 regional training sites, UNDP and MONUC are concluding the training of 12,000 polling supervisors, as well as planning for the safety of the 25.7 million Congolese who have registered to vote.

“It is a big country and there will certainly be pockets of unrest as we approach the elections, but still, there is no doubt in my mind that the average Congolese is looking forward to these polls,” said UNDP Country Director Babacar Cissé, noting that, despite the obstacles, a plethora of campaign posters, signs and banners blanket Kinshasa.

Somalia’s parties could resume talks, says UN envoy

26 July - Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government and its Supreme Council of Islamic courts have agreed to reconsider resuming the dialogue they started last month, the senior United Nations envoy to the troubled country has announced after wrapping up a tour there.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative François Lonsény Fall returned to Nairobi yesterday after meeting with leaders of both sides in the troubled African country.

Mr. Fall met the Somali President and other officials in Baidoa, where he urged them to maintain unity among the Transitional Federal Institutions, a UN spokesman said. In Mogadishu, which he drove through to assess the state of the Somali capital, Mr. Fall met members of the Executive Council of the Islamic Courts.

The spokesman added that Mr. Fall also announced that a UN team will visit Mogadishu soon to begin humanitarian assistance there for those in need.

Early last month, militias associated with the Supreme Council of Islamic Courts drove warlords out of Mogadishu and took control of parts of Somalia, which has not had a functioning government since the fall of President Muhammad Siad Barre’s regime in 1991.

On 22 June, the Transitional Government and the Supreme Council reached an accord that included a commitment to ref rain from any provocations that could lead to an escalation of the situation.

François Lonsény Fall Greater availability of weapons sparks surge in Darfur militia fighting – UN envoy

26 July - Fighting between tribal militia groups in Darfur is on the rise, driven by the prevalence of weapons in the region, the senior United Nations envoy to Sudan warned today.

The situation in Darfur’s north and west, where clashes have become more violent recently because of the greater availability of weaponry, is particularly tense, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative Jan Pronk told reporters during a press conference in Khartoum, the Sudanese capital.

He added that both fighting between the parties to the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) and other groups, as well as fighting among rebel groups, has heavily affected the civilian population.

The recent deaths of three government workers at a West Darfur camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs) have led Mr. Pronk to raise repeated concerns over weapons found inside the camps.

Noting that IDPs are increasingly polarized for or against the DPA, the envoy expressed disappointment at the withdrawal of African Union peacekeeping forces from many camps, stressing that an AU presence is essential in preventing violence from erupting in those centres.

Jan Pronk, UN

envoy for Sudan

In the press conference Mr. Pronk also stressed the need to convene peace talks immediately with the two other main rebel groups who have withheld signing the accord. This would expand support for the DPA and consolidate peace and reconciliation efforts, he said.

Scores of thousands of people have been killed in Darfur and more than two million others have been displaced since 2003 because of fighting between Sudanese Government forces, allied militias and rebels that has led to claims of civilian massacres, rapes and other atrocities.

In Central Asia, UN-backed water project paves the way for further cooperation 

26 July - Water relations in Central Asia take a significant step forward today with the inauguration of the United Nations-supported Chu-Talas Rivers Commission involving Kazakhstan and landlocked

Kyrgyzstan, with the world body saying the agreement provides a model for cooperation for other transboundary river basins in the region.

As part of the bilateral deal, Kazakhstan has agreed to pay part of the operating and maintenance expenses for a number of Kyrgyz dams and reservoirs supplying water to both countries, the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) said in a press release.

“The Chu-Talas River Commission is an eloquent symbol of the spirit of cooperation to address trans -boundary issues of common concern. It lays the foundation for future cooperation in achieving more sustainable growth in these two countries and in Central Asia,” said Kim Hak-Su, UNESCAP Executive Secretary.

The setting up of the Commission, inaugurated in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek, is supported by a joint project implemented by UNESCAP and the Geneva-based UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), along with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). UNECE Executive Secretary Marek Belka congratulated Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan for their constructive collaboration, noting in a statement that they set an example for future water relations in Central Asia.

UN environmental chief calls for new partnerships to clear African urban smog 26 July - As the increasingly unbreathable atmosphere of cities in sub-Saharan Africa emerges as a key threat to the health, environment, economy and quality of life of millions of people, the head of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) today called for new partnerships to clear the air.

“Africa’s urbanization is the highest in the world and this, alongside a rise in the number of vehicles, are among the factors that are leading to a decline in air quality with all the health problems this entails,” Achim Steiner, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Director of UNEP said as a conference entitled Better Air Quality for Afric an Cities kicked off today at the agency’s headquarters in Nairobi.

Calling the effort to phase out leaded petrol in the region a partnership that has worked and a promise of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 that has been fulfilled, Mr. Steiner called for further commitments through various partnerships.

“Let us begin to make some more promises and to meet these too,” he said, noting that there was already a promise to tackle the high level of sulphur in Africa’s transport fuels that contribute to particle pollution. “Let us forge ones on other vehiclerelated pollutants and make ones to end the appalling illness and death rates linked with indoor air pollution,” he added.

To achieve these goals, Mr. Steiner maintained that new and wider partnerships must be developed, bringing together fuel and car companies with town planners, urban managers and the full spectrum of civil society. Such partnerships should Better Air Quality for African Cities

The UN Daily News is prepared at UN Headquarters in New York by the News Services Section of the News and Media Division, Department of Public Information (DPI) include environment ministers, but also the ones responsible for health, energy, transport and finance, he said.

Along with UNEP, the lead agency in the phase-out of leaded fuel, the four-day conference is jointly organized by the World Bank’s Clean Air Initiative for Africa (CAI-Africa), the Air Pollution Information Network for Africa (APINA), the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General at Rome Conference on Lebanon
The Secretary-General this morning told the participants at the International Conference on Lebanon, taking place in Rome, that we need a cessation of hostilities because we face a grave humanitarian crisis.  He called on Hizbollah to stop its deliberate targeting of Israeli population centres and called on Israel to end its bombardments, blockades and ground operations.

The Secretary-General added that a key stipulation for such a halt in fighting would be that the parties must not take advantage of such a pause to conduct offensive operations, redeploy or resupply.  An international force has a vital role to play in this scenario.  He also emphasized the need for a political framework, so that a cessation of hostilities can be transformed into a longer-term process of enduring peace, and for nations to commit to a strong economic package for Lebanon.  We have that statement available upstairs.

Following the conclusion of the meeting, the Secretary-General and other participants spoke to the press, and he noted that the participants at the conference endorsed the need for urgent action to stop the hostilities, so that we can move into the longer-term mode,and be able to deploy troops.

The Secretary-General has asked the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) to convene, in New York next week, a meeting of potential troop contributors for such a force, while we await the Security Council’s decision on this matter.

**Security Council Briefed on Attack on UNIFIL Outpost
And, earlier today, here, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jane Holl Lute, briefed the Security Council in its closed consultations about the killing of at least three unarmed UN military observers, and possibly a fourth, in a direct hit on their position in southern Lebanon yesterday.

Jane Holl Lute said that the four observers were in a long-established and clearly-marked post near the town of Khiam, which came under recurrent incidents of close firing from Israel yesterday afternoon.  The UN Interim Force in Lebanon reports that, in total, 21 strikes were made within 300 meters of the patrol base.

Holl Lute, in her briefing to the Council, welcomed Israel’s call for an investigation, which she said the United Nations believes should be done jointly with the United Nations.  She also noted that, in certain circumstances, UNIFIL may need to prepare for a consolidation of its presence to minimize further risk to its personnel.  And you have copies of her briefing to the Council upstairs now.

Security Council members in that session also received a draft presidential statement about this incident, which I understand will be discussed later today.

** Middle East – Humanitarian Update
And turning to the humanitarian situation on the ground, a UN convoy of 10 trucks today carried food, medicines, and sanitation and hygiene supplies, to the port city of Tyre in southern Lebanon.  The convoy has arrived in Tyre and begun to distribute aid, following a five and a half hour trip from Beirut.

This is the first UN convoy to the south, in what is hoped to become a regular dispatching of humanitarian supplies along safe humanitarian corridors inside Lebanon to the people most affected by the ongoing hostilities. 

The convoy includes 90 metric tons of wheat flour procured locally, as well as other essential items.  And there are more details in a press release available upstairs.

Meanwhile, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, is in Israel today as part of his mission to the Middle East.  And he visited the city of Haifa, where he witnessed firsthand the effects of shelling by Hizbollah.  He also met the Mayor of Haifa, as well as Israel’s Defence Minister and Foreign Minister, and thanked them for Israel’s support for humanitarian corridors.  And, I understand he is headed back to New York, and we’ve asked him to brief you upon his return.

**Security Council - Côte d’Ivoire, Afghanistan
Following its briefing on Lebanon, meanwhile the Council here went into consultations on Côte d’Ivoire, to consider the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN mission in that country, and other matters.

Briefing the Council were the Secretary-General’s Principal Deputy Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Abou Moussa, and the High Representative for the Elections in Côte d’Ivoire, Gérard Stoudmann.

Then, at 3 in the afternoon, the Council has scheduled a closed meeting on Afghanistan.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for that country, Tom Koenigs, will brief.  And Mr. Koenigs will be at the stakeout area after he briefs the Security Council this afternoon, and he’ll give a brief statement and take some of your questions then.  We’ll let you know closer to the time when he’s available.

** Somalia
Turning to Somalia, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, François Fall, yesterday completed a mission to that country, in the course of which he obtained from the Transitional Federal Government and the Supreme Council of Islamic Courts, that they will reconsider resuming the dialogue begun in Khartoum in June.

In Baidoa, Fall held a meeting with the Somali President and other officials, and emphasized the need to maintain unity among the Transitional Federal Institutions.  In Mogadishu, Fall met with leaders of the Executive Council of the Islamic Courts.  He also drove through Mogadishu to assess the state of the Somali capital.  Concluding his mission, Fall announced that a UN team would soon visit Mogadishu to start humanitarian assistance for those in need.

** Democratic Republic of the Congo
And, on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Mission there has issued its latest report on the human rights situation in that country, in which it notes an increase in the number of human rights abuses since the start of the electoral campaign.  The Congolese army, the Mission says, is responsible for more than half of the reported 369 cases of abuse.  The Mission also notes, with alarm, that not a single presidential candidate to date has addressed human rights issues on the campaign trail.

Meanwhile, the UN Development Programme today issued a press release, in which it says that the delivery to the polling stations of the 30 million ballots and other supplies required for Sunday’s elections will be completed by Friday.

And a reminder that the Department of Peacekeeping Operations is inviting interested members of the press to a background briefing at 2:30 on the UN’s role in the elections in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  And that will take place in the 37th floor conference room.

** Sudan
And we have from Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Jan Pronk, who said in a press briefing earlier today, that, while there’s been little fighting in South Darfur between those who did and didn’t sign the Darfur Peace Agreement, there’s been an increase in tribal militia fighting there. Pronk said these clashes have gotten more violent than in the past, due to the increasing availability of weapons.

Pronk will travel to Juba, in Southern Sudan, this coming Sunday to attend the commemoration of the death of the former Vice-President, John Garang.  There is a transcript of Pronk’s press briefing upstairs.

**Press Conference
To flag for you tomorrow, joining us at noon, we will have Gérard Stoudmann, the UN High Representative for Elections in Cote d’Ivoire.

And that’s what I have for you today.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I’m no lawyer, but I watch lawyers on TV, and I noticed that, before accusing anybody of apparently committing a crime, they always look for motivation, for motive, for committing the crime that they alleged those people made.  Now, when Kofi Annan said yesterday that the Israeli attack was apparently deliberate, he didn’t site such motivation, and I don’t see any real indictment by Jane Lute here.  Could you explain to me what possible motivation Israel would have to attack a UN position?

Deputy Spokesman:  First of all, I don’t think it’s the Secretary-General’s position to talk about Israel’s motivation.  I would like to refer to Jane Holl Lute’s statement, which was made public, which factually states the sequence of events that occurred…

Question:  [talkover] Can you explain to me… [talkover]?

Deputy Spokesman:  I cannot speak on behalf of Israel’s motivation.  The Secretary-General made that statement and, again, he was asked about it this morning, or this afternoon, in Rome, following the International Conference.  And, I would like to draw your attention to it.  And, we should have that transcript of his remarks shortly, but, in it, he does say that he had the chance to speak to the Prime Minister of Israel.  He said that, let me just read:  “He definitely believes it’s a mistake.  He has undertaken to investigate, and I have suggested we do a joint investigation.  And, he has expressed his deep sorrow at what happened, and we accept that.”  [The Secretary-General] goes on to say that he awaits the investigation, the end of the investigation.  He looks forward to the results of the investigation, and he is grateful to the Prime Minister for what he has said, and we accept his words.

And, I will again refer you to the remarks that he has made.

Question:  So, did he jump the gun yesterday?

Deputy Spokesman:  No, he did not.

Question:  Marie, you mention Jane Holl Lute’s briefing.  And, just on a factual level, there’s some discrepancies I’d like to clear up.  First of all, in your statement, in the Secretary-General’s statement last night, talked about a coordinated aerial and artillery attack.  You just, the version you gave us talks about 21 strikes within 300 meters and 12 artillery rounds within 100 meters of the base.  When you read that out just now, you changed it to 21 aerial bombs in 300 meters, and 12 artillery rounds.  Can you clarify what we’re talking about here?  Are we talking about any bombs dropped from airplanes and, if we are, how many of these ones that are in this briefing refer to that?

Deputy Spokesman:  If I said that… what Ms. Lute said in her briefing was that there were 21 strikes.  You are correct and, if I said anything else, I stand to be corrected.  However, the strikes, from what I understand, do include both artillery and aerial bombs.  So, I just don’t have a distinction in the number.

Question:  Just to understand this, 21 strikes within 300 meters and 12 within 100 meters, does that mean that the 12 are included in the 21, or is that there were 21, which were between 100 meters and 300 meters, and 12 within 100 meters?

Deputy Spokesman:  I can clarify that for you after the briefing, but it would seem to me that the 12 rounds were part of the 21 strikes. 

[A later background briefing and information sheet clarified that this was the case.]

Question:  Okay, so do you know how many of the total 21 strikes came from airplanes, because we were told yesterday about laser-guided missiles and things.  There’s nothing about this, so was that correct information yesterday?

Deputy Spokesman:  I don’t think the Secretary-General’s statement… it stands for what it is.  I just will try to find out a little more detail on the specifics of the 21 strikes for you.

[A later information sheet said that at least 11 aerial bombs and 13 artillery shells had been fired n those strikes.]

Question:  Two questions.  Firstly, the Secretary-General, in his remarks this morning, said, among other things… forgive me, I copied this off CNN…

Correspondent:  Don’t rely on that (laughter).

Question:  …It is important that we work with the countries of the region to find a solution, and that that should also include Iran and Syria.  Now, I assume that means the Secretary-General accepts that these countries were instrumental in inspiring and abetting the episode, which began the current hostilities?  And, in relation to this episode at Khiam, I think it was yesterday, has anyone yet on the ground… I know there will be a thorough investigation… but, has anyone, yet, on the ground, examined some of the fragmentary exploded ordinance, pieces of bombs, in other words, to verify that it was, in fact, of Israeli origin, or that it might be a manufacturer that would imply a totally different origin?

Deputy Spokesman:  I am not aware of any such investigation taking place yet.  As I just mentioned to you, the Secretary-General does look forward to the results of the full investigation.  And, as for the efforts on the ground, just to give you a flavour for what’s going on there, as I mentioned, they had been able to identify, or dig up, the three of the four unarmed military observers, who were stationed at the site.  They are still trying to extract body parts of the fourth from the rubble.  So, that’s the state of where the UNIFIL operation is right now.

Question:  What about the Secretary-General’s remarks, his acceptance of the role of Syria and Iran?

Deputy Spokesman:  I refer you to the remarks that the Secretary-General made, even before he went to Rome, earlier this week.  And, his remarks, I believe you’re referring to a Larry King interview he might have done, he did last Friday and, in it, what he does is talk about the need to bring in those two countries as part of the long-term solution.  And, I don’t think he goes farther than that.

Question:  Marie, does the SG stand by his statement last night that the attack was apparently deliberate?

Deputy Spokesman:  Yes, he does.

Question:  What’s the criteria to establish whether it was deliberate, or apparently deliberate, attack on the post.

Deputy Spokesman:  I have nothing beyond what he said, what Jane Holl Lute has spelled out in the Security Council and what the Secretary-General said this afternoon to the press.  I have nothing further than that.

Question:  I don’t understand.  I mean, he says… you say on the one hand that he stands behind his assertion that it was apparently deliberate.  On the other hand, that he does accept Olmert’s explanation.  Olmert’s explanation includes very emphatically denial that this was deliberate.  I see a little bit of a contradiction there.

Deputy Spokesman:  I refer again to his remarks.  He is saying that he had a chance to speak to the Prime Minister, and that he definitely believes it is a mistake, and he’s saying that he… [talkover].

Question:  Mistake and deliberate are contradictory.

Deputy Spokesman:  And that he has undertaken to investigate, and I have suggested we do a joint investigation, and he has expressed his deep sorrow at what happened, and we accept that.  And, then now he looks forward to the investigation.  He… [talkover].

Question:  [talkover]  He can’t say that he both stands behind his assertion that it was deliberate and that he accepts that it was a mistake.

Deputy Spokesman:  The statement said “apparently”, and he does bring that to…

Question:  Deliberate and mistake are still contradictory, no matter how apparent these are.  Anyway, these are all pre-investigation determinations.

Deputy Spokesman:  No, he is looking forward to the investigation.

Question:  No, he’s not.  He’s not looking forward; he’s made a determination, a clear determination… [talkover].

Deputy Spokesman:  No, he said he has accepted his conversation that he had with Mr. Olmert, and he looks forward to the results of the investigation.

Question:  But, Olmert is the one who believes in your words, the Prime Minister is the one who believes it was a mistake.  You’re not implying that the SG approves Olmert’s assessment of the mistake?

Deputy Spokesman:  Of course not.  He’s waiting for the results of the investigation.

Correspondent:  Olmert said that it’s a mistake.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General accepting Olmert’s regrets at loss of life only?

Deputy Spokesman:  I cannot interpret what the Secretary-General’s words… [talkover].

Question:  Please read it again… Can you explain it Marie?  Please read it again, and try and explain it and try and explain it to yourself.

Question:  …from the Security Council, said: “We appreciate your acknowledgement of the Government of Israel of the tragic consequences of its military activity yesterday…”, so is that the only part of Olmert’s statement the Secretary-General or that peacekeeping is referring to?  The rest had not been referred to?

Deputy Spokesman:  I only stand by what he has said.  I’m not going to interpret it further. 

Question:  I don’t want to disrupt the flow, but what about the fate of UNIFIL, can you, for broadcast purposes especially, tell us what the conclusions are regarding its status there?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, that status of UNIFIL, as you know, is currently being discussed in the Security Council.  The Secretary-General, in his report, has recommended a one-month extension, while the Security Council and the rest of the world decide on the future of that mission.  Specifically, on the ground, you heard, or in the statement, Jane Holl Lute does refer to that fact that, under the current circumstances, they may need to prepare for a consolidation of the unarmed observers’ presence on the ground, to minimize further risk to its personnel.

Question:  Were any of them armed?  Wasn’t there an unarmed observer unit as part of a larger Chapter VI mandate?  Were those people armed at all?

Deputy Spokesman:  The UNIFIL composition consists of about close to 2,000 UN peacekeepers, and these are UN peacekeeping soldiers, and about 50 unarmed personnel.  Unarmed military observers, excuse me.

Question:  Why doesn’t Jane Holl Lute go to the camera to take questions on this important issue, as the peacekeeping director, after a briefing to the Council?

Deputy Spokesman:  We have to ask her, but she wanted her statement made available to you. 

Question:  Can I second that request, because this briefing is so inadequate.  It is not even clear whether there were any aircraft involved in this attack?  And, we need to get these things clear.  I have one other question about…

Question:  The background briefing should be cancelled on Congo, and there should be an on-camera person here.

Deputy Spokesman:  I will pass on that request.

Question:  I have another question about the communication.  Obviously, the communication channels didn’t work.  There was a Security Council briefing recently, in which members of the Council expressed concern that the communication between UNIFIL and the IDF was by fax machine.  And we also see from this briefing that the action taken by the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping and the Deputy Secretary-General, yesterday, was to call the Israeli mission, which may not seem like the most direct form of reaching the IDF.  Was there actually direct voice communication between UNFIL and the IDF, or was this all being done by fax?

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, himself, has said he’d gotten personal assurances from the Prime Minister… [talkover].

Question:  …I’m talking about yesterday.

Deputy Spokesman:  Pellegrini, the UN Force Commander on the ground, has been in repeated contacts with Israeli officers, and the contacts here are Jane Holl Lute, and the Deputy Secretary-General and herself had made several calls to the mission.  That’s all I have from the briefing.

Question:  What form did the communication between Pellegrini and the Israelis take place?  Was it by phone or…?

Deputy Spokesman:  I don’t know that.

[The press was later informed that Pellegrini had made repeated phone calls to Israel Defense Force officials.]

Question:  Marie, we really to need more detail than we’re getting in this briefing, so, if we could get availability with Jane Holl Lute or somebody else competent in peacekeeping, it would be very helpful.

Deputy Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Marie, regarding this whole issue of context of this UN post -- how large, in other words, how large was this post?  Were there just the four people, were there many more, was it sort of ensconced in the middle of Hizbollah-controlled area, or what were they doing, and really, has the issue of withdrawal of UNIFIL really been considered, given that they did not prevent the Hizbollah attack and really are in the crossfire? 

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the withdrawal of UNIFIL is something that the Security Council would have to take up.  The operational… strategic operational decisions on where to move the personnel can be taken by the Secretary-General, which is why Jane Holl Lute has suggested they may be consolidating some positions to minimize risk.  In terms of that particular patrol base, I am told that it is one of four active bases that had been known… had been in existence for about 30 years.  And, at that time, yes, there were four unarmed military observers posted there.  All together, there are about 50 unarmed military observers in four active patrol bases.

Question:  Are they isolated, or are there other bases of other buildings around them?  What’s the kind of… [talkover].

Deputy Spokesman:  The Blue Line, I understand, is about 70 miles long.  So, the 2,000 troops and the four patrol bases and the troops, the troops are located in about 40 different areas, and the patrol bases are four.  I don’t have a map of this area, but it’s… [talkover].

Question:  …I mean, is that within 300 meters or outside…?

Correspondent:  James, there are other questions.

Question:  I can ask questions, I hope?

Correspondent:  It was a good question.

Question:  A couple of days ago, in a press release by UNIFIL, there was a very proud statement by UNIFIL that a Chinese engineering unit has repaired a road, in order to make it passable for the locals.  Now, assuming that that road was made impassable by military activity for military purpose, my question to you is:  when does UNIFIL actually become part of the warfare by undoing something that was done on purpose and, in effect, could you provide us the mandate under which UNIFIL was active there?  Was UNIFIL mandated to repair a road that was damaged under warfare? 

Deputy Spokesman:  I have a fact sheet for you that traces back the establishment of UNIFIL back to [resolution] 425; I don’t have the entire resolution, but I could get that for you after the briefing.

Question:  What is Jane Lute talking about when she talks about a consolidation?  I mean, you say there are these four patrol bases, are you talking about withdrawing everyone out of these bases in these four areas, and just limiting them to headquarters, would they do patrols, would staff be evacuated?  I mean, consolidation is a sort of tantalizing term.  A couple of days ago -- obviously, the situation has changed -- but, UNIFIL was quite adamant that it was manning all of its posts despite the crossfire.

Deputy Spokesman:  In that sentence, she is only referring to the observer group.  In other words, it’s only the 50 unarmed observers that she’s referring to, not the peacekeepers.

Question:  So, those observers would be withdrawn from the four patrol bases where they were doing their observation, and return to headquarters?

Deputy Spokesman:  That much detail, I don’t think they’ve decided.  She’s just simply warning that, to minimize further risk, they might be consolidating and moving them.  I don’t know to where at this point.  But, we can give you an update on that, when and if that happens.

Question:  So, there are no plans being drawn up in the Secretariat, or no discussion of any kind has been drawn up by the Secretariat to pull out the Force in Lebanon?

Deputy Spokesman:  Not that I’m aware of, no.  As I said, the mandate of the peacekeeping operation has been laid out by the Security Council, and they’re about to examine the mandate, which actually expires on the 31st.

Question:  Any plans for an evacuation would continue to be done within the Secretariat, right?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, evacuation plans for all UN personnel are constantly being done for security reasons, so that we would not get into.  What Jane Holl Lute was referring to here was simply the consolidation of the unarmed military observers.

Question:  On the actual base, do you know, or maybe we can get this from the briefing later on, do you know whether such bases fly the UN flag, or have UN in big letters painted on their rooftops, or… [talkover].

Deputy Spokesman:  I have been told it is clearly marked.  I can find out for you how it was.

Question:  Was the UN flag flying at the time… [talkover].

Deputy Spokesman:  Clearly marked is what I’ve been told by the mission.

Question:  Marie, the Secretary-General would like to have some States in the region involved in the political discussion for a political framework.  In addition to Syria and Iran, does he have in mind States like Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt, or some other States? 

Deputy Spokesman:  In terms of his good offices and his diplomacy, you know that he has been reaching out very far and wide in the region, and daily talking to leaders in the region -- those involved directly in the hostilities and those countries that have influence on the countries that are involved.  So, I think that is self-evident by the daily calls, and those who were gathered today in Rome for the meeting.

Question:  I apologize coming in late if this question was asked already, but, what exactly were these UN peacekeepers doing at the time?  What was their function over the course of the week?  Were they involved in some sort of activity?

Deputy Spokesman:  They’re not peacekeepers, in the sense that they’re not armed soldiers.  They are unarmed military observers.  They were from, as you’ve seen now, from four different nationalities, posted in one of the four active patrol bases.  In terms of specific activities of the military observers, I’ll have to find that out exactly, but they are the eyes and ears for monitoring any violations that might be taking place in the area of their patrol.

Question:  I think the basic question we want to know from this briefing is on what basis is the Secretary-General saying this was an apparently deliberate attack?

Deputy Spokesman:  What the Secretary-General based his remarks on yesterday was that the kind of strikes that were directed at this UNIFIL patrol base, that basically all afternoon, this base was coming under very close attack, despite repeated attempts and calls and communications from the United Nations to the Israeli side, pointing out how close these attacks were going, that these, nonetheless, occurred.  And, my understanding is, the kind of attack that did take place -- somebody had to have targeted the target, in order for it to be hit.  That’s what he meant by deliberate.  I don’t think he is accusing anybody.  Certainly, he’s not pointing blame directly to any person, but the “deliberate” had to do with the kind of strike, and the kind of target that that was directed at.

Question:  Just to follow up.  Four artillery shells hit the base.  So, you’re saying that those four artillery shells couldn’t have hit the base, unless they targeted the base?

Deputy Spokesman:  I cannot go beyond what I’ve just told you.  This is my understanding, you asked me why he used that word, and I’m giving you the explanation for that.  I understand your request for further details.  I will see if we can get it for you, but this is what Jane Holl Lute gave to the Security Council, and there were no further elaborations there, either.

Question:  …what you’ve said that there were hits close by all the time, before.  If it had been deliberately targeted with these precision weapons, it would have been hit many times during the previous 21 strikes.  So, it cannot have been deliberately targeted, except…

Question:  Were the [Israeli] Defence Forces also targeting nearby other targets?

Deputy Spokesman:  You’d have to ask the Defence Forces that.

Question:  Were any of the four guys that died in communication with anybody else during the 21-strike process prior to the final hit?

Deputy Spokesperson:  My understanding is that they were in the bunker, but I can see if there were any last minute communications.

[It was later clarified that they had been in their bunker.]

Question:  There are lots of cases during wars in which airplanes or artillery hit your own forces, even after shooting around those forces.  Would you say that is an indication that it’s deliberate targeting of your own forces?

Deputy Spokesman:  Benny, I’ve said as much as I can say on this subject.

Correspondent:  I mean, friendly fire is something that happens quite often in war, I can tell you that.

Question:  Marie, there’s a questionable phrase here: “there was no Hizbollah firing.”  Was there Hizbollah presence that might explain why the Israeli’s were targeting the area?

Deputy Spokesman:  I don’t know the answer to that question.

[Reporters were later told at a background briefing that there was no Hizbollah presence about 5 kilometres away.]

Question:  Can we try and get… these are important questions, and the Secretary-General has made an allegation and we’re not getting… we need some more detail to back up the Secretary-General’s analysis, and we’re not getting that here.  It would be nice to have somebody who knows the answer to these things.

Deputy Spokesman:  You have asked if there could be a DPKO follow-up briefing.  I will follow up on that.  What you’ve got right now is the exact same briefing that the Security Council got and a bit more.

Question:  There are a few little facts that occurred to me.  Number one, does UNIFIL, or perhaps someone in this building, have photos, if for no other reason to show us a before-and-after sequence, or give us some impression as to how this post was identified.  Second, I have here an official map that I got from Mr. Egeland’s office yesterday.  This is the official peacekeeping map and I’m not sure where this incident took place.  The map shows UNIFIL headquarters, but is this somewhere near there?  There’s nowhere inside the little blue band that’s UNIFIL territory named Khiam…

Deputy Spokesman:  I think, if we go upstairs, I can show you on the map.

[Reporters also received a photo of the Khiyam posts prior to the attack.]

Question:  Ok.  Also, as regards the question of what the total compliment of this post, is it possible that there were any survivors of this attack, uninjured or otherwise, who may have useful information?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, I’m told that the building is now rubble and that they’re looking for the fourth military observer who was inside…

Question:  I’m not talking about the fourth.  I’m talking about the possibly fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth who may not have been killed.  Do we know for a fact that this post was only manned by only four people to begin with? 

Deputy Spokesman:  It is my understanding is that there were the four.

Question:  Marie, on the question about why these people were still there… I mean, this has been going on for two weeks now.  Normally, in peacekeeping operations, if there are such active hostilities around, particularly four unarmed observers, they would have been consolidated days ago.  Why were they not consolidated to a safer position based on…

Deputy Spokesman:  Because, we were given guarantees that they would not be attacked.

Question:  Since the Secretary-General said in his speech to the Council that UNIFIL forces could not continue to function under the current circumstances, and since the mandate was actually first applied to a situation that was true in 1978, does the Secretary-General believe that the Security Council failed in its duty when it renewed the mission’s mandate automatically every six months, without ever thinking about new circumstances, such as the one that is happening now?  

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the Secretary-General is not one to put blame on anybody.  I think, if you could refer to his speech from earlier today, which again takes further his position on how to come out with a solution to the current crisis.  And he has taken the lead -- as I mentioned at the beginning of the briefing -– to find out the availability of possible troop contributors for a possible follow-on force to go into this area, as part of a package of measures that he is proposing.

Question:  Well, let me follow up on this.  The mandate of UNIFIL was mostly to assure the complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon in 1978.   Israel withdrew from Lebanon in 2000, according to Kofi Annan, completely, so, most of UNIFIL’s mandate was fulfilled at that time.  Since then, there was another part of the mandate, which was to assure the deployment of Lebanese forces over all of the territory, and it did not include a part of another Security Council resolution --1559 -- which called for the disarmament of all militias, which obviously was a stumbling block to the second part of UNIFIL’s mandate.  My question to you is whether the Security Council should have, at the time that it passed 1559, updated UNIFIL’s mandate to make it adequate to deal with the situation on the ground…

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, as I just mentioned, is already looking ahead.  He has asked the Security Council to extend the mandate of the current mission in Lebanon, and he is beginning preparations to see what he can do to contribute to an international force, which, he has stated on a number of occasions now, would allow the Lebanese to extend their authority down to the border.

Correspondent:  Or, perhaps the lesson of the failure to update the mandate of the international force called UNIFIL is that international forces are not agile enough to be adequate to what’s going on the ground.

Deputy Spokesman:  Thank you.

Question:  You’ve been asked about videos or stills of the outpost from before, but are there audio transcripts or recordings of the actual phone calls that were placed to the IDF, asking them to withdraw their fire?

Deputy Spokesman:  I’m not aware of any audio of phone calls, but, in terms of photos of the outpost prior to the attack, we can certainly ask our Department of Public Information what they have available on that.  So, please follow-up in our Office. 

Question:  This is just a reiteration of some earlier request for someone to come in from DPKO.  Jane Lute disappeared quickly after delivering her speech to the Security Council.  Maybe she can come in and address us?

Deputy Spokesman:  This has been…  

Correspondent:  This needs to happen right away, essentially, because we’re never going to get to the bottom of our questions, until someone like her is in your chair, I suppose. 

Question:  I just wanted to clarify the sequence of events in Jane Hall Lute’s briefing.  It begins at 13:20 and goes on until 19:17.  So, over a six-hour period, there were 21 shells or, possibly, we don’t know, some sort of aerial bombing, as well.  Can you give us any idea over this six hour period and these 21 shells within 300 yards, if they came in… the Secretary-General spoke about a coordinated attack… did they come in waves?  Were they evenly spaced over the six hours, which I believed would be roughly… well, I have to do the arithmetic in my head… that would be one every 20 minutes?  Do you know how they came? 

Deputy Spokesman: I have nothing beyond what is in this briefing.

Question:  Can we try and find that out?

Deputy Spokesman:  Sure.

[Reporters were later provided with the times of the shelling incidents.]

Question:  First of all, how long had these four guys been in Lebanon?  Not just there, but in Lebanon, because they were there under that supervisory truce, 1948 thing, they’re not part of UNIFIL, I believe, right?

Deputy Spokesman:  No, they are under UNIFIL command.  The unarmed military observers are under UNIFIL command.  They just happen to be lent out from the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), but the position, as I mentioned, the base yesterday, had been in existence for over 30 years.

Question:  Thirty years, yeah, but how long had it been since they had been lent by UNTSO?  When did they arrive in Lebanon?  We don’t even have their personal… 

Deputy Spokesman:  Until the next of kin have been notified, we probably won’t know too much detail on them.

Question:  Going back to the very beginning, where you were saying “he accepts that it was a mistake”.  Who is he?  Is it Annan that accepts it was a mistake of Olmert?  There’s a lot of “hes” there, and I didn’t know which “he” you were talking about.

Deputy Spokesman:  I was just recounting what the Secretary-General recounted from his conversation with the Prime Minister this morning.

Question:  So this “he accepts it was a mistake”, is that Annan accepts that it was a mistake?

Deputy Spokesman:  No.  I was quoting directly from the Secretary-General’s remarks.

Question:  So, Annan said that the Prime Minister accepts that it was a mistake?

Deputy Spokesman:  I will put out the transcript so it’ll be clear.  Sorry about that.

Question:  What steps are being taken to look at the other posts such as this and evacuating the UN personnel there? 

Deputy Spokesman:  You may have missed that, so let me brief you afterwards.

If there are no other questions, thank you very much.

[Following the briefing, the Deputy Spokesman announced that, in response to requests for a DPKO briefing regarding the UNIFIL incident, a background briefing for correspondents would take place today at 2 p.m.  In a further announcement, she said that her Office now had available a chart with times and positions of the firings close to the UNIFIL post.  In a further announcement, she informed correspondents that copies were now available in the Spokesman’s Office of the Secretary-General’s remarks made in Rome today at a joint press conference with the Foreign Minister of Italy, the United States Secretary of State and the Prime Minister of Lebanon.]  
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