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Existen dos planteamientos para conservar la biodiversidad: proteger las especies y las poblaciones individuales o proteger los hábitats en los que viven. Lo esencial es la conservación de ecosistemas enteros, asegurando su funcionalidad. 

La pérdida de la diversidad genética, de especies y de ecosistemas es uno de los mayores peligros para el futuro de la humanidad. Otra de las amenazas más insidiosas es el desarrollo de los cultivos transgénicos, y que puede tener graves consecuencias a lo largo del siglo XXI, si la presión ciudadana no frena su desarrollo.

Cada año desaparecen miles de especies y con ellas nuevas posibilidades de culturas agrícolas, productos industriales o medicinas para curar las enfermedades. Con la pérdida de diversidad, aumenta la uniformidad, la dependencia de unas pocas variedades de plantas para alimentarnos, y sobre todo crece la vulnerabilidad ante las plagas y las enfermedades. 

La biodiversidad se pierde debido al deterioro y fragmentación de los hábitats, a la introducción de especies, la explotación excesiva de plantas, animales y peces, la contaminación, el cambio climático, la agricultura (reducción de las variedades empleadas, plaguicidas) y repoblaciones forestales con monocultivos de rápido crecimiento. 

A las consecuencias indeseables del desarrollo económico, del crecimiento demográfico, de la desigual distribución de la renta y del consumo insostenible de recursos, hay que añadir las causadas por las nuevas biotecnologías y el desarrollo de la ingeniería genética, los peligros de la nanotecnología, el reducido espectro de productos agrícolas, forestales y pesqueros comercializados, y las políticas económicas que no atribuyen su debido valor a los recursos. La mayor parte del germoplasma de las especies y variedades agrícolas y ganaderas puede llegar a desaparecer. 

Las especies inventariadas alcanzan la cifra de 1.750.000, pero algunos autores señalan que probablemente superen los 111 millones de especies, aunque la cifra media hoy se estima en 13.620.000 especies, según la biblia de la biodiversidad, el Global Biodiversity Assessment, informe de 1.140 páginas publicado en inglés por el PNUMA. Pero lo único seguro es que nadie sabe cuántas especies existen. 

Entre las especies ya descritas hay 270.000 plantas, 4.300 mamíferos, 9.700 aves, 6.300 reptiles, 4.200 anfibios, 19.000 peces, 72.000 hongos (se cree que el número de especies debe superar el 1,5 millones), 1.085.000 artrópodos (950.000 insectos descritos, aunque el número de especies debe ser superior a 8 millones), 5.000 virus y otras 4.000 bacterias (una ínfima parte de los más de 400.000 virus y 1 millón de bacterias que se cree que existen). 

Los bosques tropicales, que sólo cubren el 7 por ciento de las tierras emergidas, albergan entre el 50% y el 90% del total de las especies. El promedio de extinción era de una especie de mamíferos cada 400 años y de una especie de aves cada 200 años, pero las extinciones documentadas en los últimos 400 años indican que han desaparecido 58 especies de mamíferos y 115 de aves. 

Estas cifras representan solo las extinciones conocidas. Las poblaciones afectadas pueden resistir durante algunas generaciones, pero están condenadas a la desaparición cuando su número total cae por debajo de un punto que no puede soportar la dureza de una sequía, una enfermedad, una depredación y otras clases de fenómenos. Una especie debe tener una población de al menos varios miles de individuos para sobrevivir a largo plazo. Alrededor del 12 por ciento de las especies de mamíferos y el 11 por ciento de aves fueron clasificadas como especies en peligro en 1990. 

El 90 por ciento de nuestra alimentación procede de 15 especies de plantas y 8 especies de animales. El arroz, según la FAO, aporta el 26% de las calorías, el trigo el 23% y el maíz el 7%. Las nuevas especies sustituyen a las nativas, uniformizando la agricultura y destruyendo la diversidad genética. Sólo en Indonesia se han extinguido 1.500 variedades de arroz en los últimos 15 años. 

A medida que crece la uniformidad, aumenta la vulnerabilidad. La pérdida de la cosecha de la patata en Irlanda en 1846, la del maíz en Estados Unidos en 1970 o la del trigo en Rusia en 1972, son ejemplos de los peligros de la erosión genética y muestran la necesidad de preservar variedades nativas de las plantas, incluso para crear nuevas variedades mejoradas y resistentes a las plagas. 

El trigo hoy cultivado en Canadá tiene genes procedentes de 14 países y los genes de los pepinos de EE UU proceden de Birmania, India y Corea, genes adquiridos sin ninguna contrapartida económica, a diferencia de las semillas mejoradas que exporta EE UU, por no hablar de las semillas transgénicas. Las multinacionales de Estados Unidos, la Unión Europea y Japón pretenden obtener gratis, sobre todo en los países del Tercer Mundo, los recursos genéticos, para luego venderles a precios de usura las semillas, animales o medicamentos obtenidos, en base a la "propiedad intelectual".

La ingeniería genética supondrá la pérdida de miles de variedades de plantas, al cultivarse sólo unas pocas con una alta productividad, por no hablar de otros muchos peligros, agravando los efectos de la revolución verde de las décadas pasadas. 

Proteger la biodiversidad 

Existen dos planteamientos para conservar la biodiversidad: proteger las especies y las poblaciones individuales o proteger los hábitats en los que viven. Lo esencial es la conservación de ecosistemas enteros, asegurando su funcionalidad. Los esfuerzos dirigidos hacia las especies y las poblaciones, aunque son importantes, exigen una gran cantidad de tiempo y esfuerzo; las medidas incluyen la protección legal de las especies individuales, planes de gestión y una conservación ex situ, es decir, proteger las poblaciones de animales y plantas en zoos y bancos de semillas.

La conservación ex situ sirve tanto de seguro contra la pérdida de la diversidad genética y de especies en la naturaleza como de semillero para reintroducir o reforzar las poblaciones silvestres. Además, los bancos de semillas son una fuente de diversidad genética para la investigación agrícola. 

El Convenio sobre la Diversidad Biológica se firmó en junio de 1992 en la Conferencia de Río y entró en vigor el 29 de diciembre de 1993; aunque EE UU no lo ha ratificado ni piensa hacerlo. Su objetivo es cubrir el vacío existente a nivel internacional en el campo de la biodiversidad. El Convenio prevé programas de cooperación y de financiación para proteger la biodiversidad, y en su artículo 6 contempla la necesidad de que "cada Parte Contratante... elaborará estrategias, planes o programas nacionales para la conservación y la utilización sostenible de la diversidad biológica". 

La Conferencia de las Partes del Convenio se ha reunido en varias ocasiones, la primera en Nassau, en las Bahamas, del 28 de noviembre al 9 de diciembre de 1994, y la segunda en Yakarta, Indonesia, entre el 6 y el 17 de noviembre de 1995, donde se decidió que Montreal, en Canadá, fuese la sede permanente del Convenio, e igualmente se aprobó desarrollar un protocolo de bioseguridad, que finalmente fue aprobado el 29 de enero de 2000. 

Dentro del Convenio igualmente debe desarrollarse un problemático protocolo sobre bosques, que fue uno de los temas que quedaron fuera de la Cumbre de Río de 1992, y otro sobre los derechos de los agricultores en el mantenimiento de los recursos genéticos. 

Destrucción de hábitats 

La destrucción del hábitat es la mayor amenaza actual para la biodiversidad.

Un estudio de Conservation International mostró que el 23,9% de los sistemas biogeográficos de la Tierra han sido completamente transformados por el hombre (el 36,3% si se excluyen las superficies heladas, de roca y los desiertos), el 24,2% parcialmente y sólo quedan bien conservados el 51,9%, cifra que se reduce a sólo el 27% si se exceptúan las superficies estériles.

Sólo quedan sin transformar el 51,9% de las tierras emergidas, aproximadamente 90 millones de km2. Las áreas parcialmente transformadas por las actividades humanas son 41 millones de km2 (24,2% de las tierras emergidas), y las áreas totalmente transformadas por el hombre superan los 40 millones de km2, un 23,9% del total de las tierras emergidas. Sin embargo, estas cifras son engañosas, al incluir extensas áreas de desiertos, rocas o hielos, que no son habitables o tienen escasa importancia desde el punto de vista de la diversidad biológica.

Si se excluyen las áreas desérticas, rocosas y heladas, las zonas no transformadas por el hombre y por lo tanto con los ecosistemas y la diversidad biológica bien conservadas, son sólo el 27%, mientras que las parcialmente transformadas son el 36,7% y las totalmente transformadas ascienden al 36,3%. 

Las zonas sin transformar son la taiga y la tundra en las latitudes nórdicas, los desiertos en África, Australia y el centro de Asia, y la Amazonia. 

Las zonas más transformadas, sin apenas restos de la vegetación original y con grandes pérdidas de diversidad biológica, son Europa, el Este de EE UU, China y el Sureste asiático. 

América del Sur, con el 62,5%, y Oceanía, con el 62,3%, son las dos regiones mejor conservadas y menos transformadas, mientras que Europa es el continente que menos hábitats ha conservado, con sólo el 15,6%.

Las zonas de Oceanía bien conservadas corresponden a los desiertos de Australia, mientras que las regiones de América del Sur casi intactas corresponden a la Amazonia, con bosques tropicales con una extraordinaria diversidad biológica.

África es la zona con más áreas parcialmente transformadas, reflejo de una presión demográfica todavía baja, y de una agricultura extensiva. Europa, con el 64,9%, es la región más humanizada, más del doble que el siguiente continente, Asia, con el 29,5%.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The East African: EA weighs effects of DDT use  
By WILFRED EDWIN 

22.5.2006

The three East African countries are in a quandary over the re-introduction of the use of dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT), as an alternative in the fight against malaria.  
Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda want to use DDT as a first measure in combating the disease that kills millions of people annually, many of them children. But they are also wary of the consequences of the use of the pesticide on international trade. 

Although trade consequences come across as serious concerns because of the sensitivity of East Africa’s major trading partner – the European Union – over contamination of the region’s food and flower exports, the worry tends to stem from the region's inability to strictly use the pesticide on vector control. 

Early this month, Tanza- nia's Health Minister Prof David Mwakyusa said the government was considering the use of a "banned pesticide" in combating malaria.  

Kenya is reported to have said last week that it would convene an experts’ meeting in December to discuss the benefits and risks of using DDT in combating malaria, that kills 34,000 people annually and accounts for 20 per cent of all hospital admissions.  

But key players in horticulture in Kenya and Tanzania see DDT's use as a serious threat to horticulture exports. Both want their respective governments to think of an "alternative method". 

Uganda is also making frantic efforts to use the pesticide, although it has drawn strong warnings from the European Union over fears of contamination of its exports to the Union.  

In a situation that portrayed the sensitivity of the DDT issue, a warning by EU charge d’affaires Guy Rijcken’s in Uganda over the use of DDT drew criticism from various quarters, including human rights activists who called the warning "an abuse of authority and a serious human rights violation". 

Sources said the EU Delegation in Dar es Salaam was consulting with its headquarters in Brussels over the matter. 

But recent reports indicate that the US is endorsing and funding the use of DDT in sub-Saharan Africa after years of resisting calls from scientists who said the insecticide will be the best weapon for fighting malaria, despite lingering objections by some environmentalists.  

According to The Washington Times of early May, Michael Miller, the deputy assistant administrator of the Bureau of Global Health for the US Agency for International Development (USaid), said, "We're really pretty aggressive about supporting DDT use against mosquitoes that spread malaria. 

Michael Williams of the United Nations Environment Programme Information Unit for Conventions (Unep/IUC) said, "There is no ban on DDT for vector control, rather, countries are to do their best to gradually phase it out and can apply and receive exemptions". He, however, said DDT is banned for agricultural use.  

Mr Williams said it was agreed at a recent meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, held in Geneva on May 1-5, that governments should adopt a reporting system under which "countries in need of using DDT for vector control can report on current uses and on future needs". 

Mr Williams said the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and all governments and non-governmental organisations agree with the approach taken under the convention to permit the continued use of DDT for vector control as needed, while accepting the goal of its eventual elimination. 

____________________________________________________________________________

The Sunday Times of Malta:  Expert advice
razammit@hotmail.com

21.5.2006

Dr S. P. Bindra, director of research and development at the International Energy Foundation, is no stranger to the concept of risk. Capacity building for confronting the risks of oil fires has been just one of his many advisory roles. Besides working with the IEF, an NGO offering consultancy services to developed and emerging nations, he is also involved in several United Nations programmes. Under the UN Development Programme with the Libyan Environment Ministry, he teaches courses on environmental impact assessment in environmental science and planning. Here are Dr Bindra's views on climate change:

"The risk of abrupt climate change remains uncertain, possibly even small. Climate science continues to evolve and the exact impact of humans on global warming is not fully known. Taking action now is what counts. It is time to recognise climate change as a national security concern.

"Currently Europe is planning that by 2030 they will meet the Kyoto protocol. This will require a reduction of greenhouse gases by 40 per cent of 1990 levels. At the moment they are committed to between eight and 12 per cent by 2010. They are falling behind but still they have a target. Malta is not yet fully committed. The Malta target is only six-eight per cent of 1998 levels reduction in greenhouse gases - they need to go further than that.

"We have heard recently that dust from the Maltese construction industry is enough to fill a two-litre bottle in a year. But how many are aware of how much carbon dioxide they release into the atmosphere when they switch on lights, drive a car or adjust the temperature of their home environment all year round?

"The carbon dioxide emission per capita in Germany is 12.5 tonnes whereas the European average is 7.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide per person per year. For someone living in Africa it would be much less at about half a tonne in one year. At this rate we need ten planets not one. The world can only remain sustainable if we can bring it down to 2.5 tonnes for every person on the planet, despite western reluctance to compromise lifestyles. The Americans have ten times this amount - that is why they do not want to sign the Kyoto protocol.

"Americans need to bring down their consumption of energy to reach an equitable level but the United States does not want to make the necessary changes. Social equity would be met if only the Americans would provide clean technology as barter. Sustainable development is equal development. Allowing everyone to use more renewable energies would bring justice. The poverty gap can only be bridged if everyone takes up only their fair share of carbon space.

"The way forward is that the developing world has to go for energy efficiency, renewable energy and no carbon-low carbon technologies. If they do not want to give them money, at least give them the technology to help them keep the world safe. It's a win-win situation. The world becomes safe and they develop. At the moment they are complaining that they are way behind and they have a right to have equitable development. Equity and justice will only come about with a fair sharing of environmental space.

"Developed countries must not be complacent. For instance, the standby power of electrical appliances ranges from half to ten watts. The International Energy Agency believes this could be standardised at one watt. This would mean a saving of five to ten per cent of total electricity used in developed countries' homes. Every year half a dozen new silicon wafer factories around the world are being built to support the rising demand in solar panels. Newly developed wind turbines taller than 80 meters are able to catch higher and more stable winds.

"Two things which are advanced in Europe especially are wind energy and biofuels. Europe is a pioneer in wind energy with 75 per cent of all wind turbines manufactured in Europe. There is a big future for wind power especially if you look at the cost. The cost of generating electricity from wind is somewhere around 5c a kilowatt hour with solar and wind power costing some 18c to 20c. These figures are considerably lower than a decade ago. In the last ten years the cost has gone down by 80 per cent.

"There is software to overcome any problems of predictability and variability. New satellite and computer modelling under the UNEP Solar and Wind Energy Resources Assessment shows that the world has much greater potential than previously believed.

"The European Wind Energy Association estimates that wind power has the potential to meet 12 per cent of the world's electricity requirements. Malta can adopt best practices and need not make the same mistakes others have made but can learn from them. Information networking, wind atlases, capacity building, GDPS data processing are all available. One can get all the information about a site and whether it can give you consistent energy. UNEP has an assessment system so anyone can get help assessing a site.

"Noise was a problem in earlier days but with new technology design decibel levels of a wind farm have been reduced by less than half. Ninety-nine per cent of birds are killed because of man's activities not because of wind farms. Wind is a very low-carbon and no-carbon technology. Waste from energy is not low-carbon. Carbon capture and storage technologies are reaching a stage where they can be implemented. Libya is thinking of adopting this technology."

Intelligent Energy Europe has a €55 million fund for co-financing projects on energy efficiency, renewables and intelligent use of energy in transport. The programme tackles market barriers and raises awareness among energy providers, policymakers and users. An information day is to be held by the Ministry for Resources and Infrastructure on June 15 at the Mediterranean Conference Centre. Rather than funding hardware such as installations and infrastructure, technical research or development projects, IEE focuses on the creation of favourable market conditions, international transfer of experience, promotion of best practices, institutional capacity building, information dissemination, education and training of market players.

The Climate Alliance of European Cities has pledged this month to cut 1990 levels of per capita greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2030. To attain this climate stabilisation goal, city dwellers in Barcelona, Berlin, Luxembourg, Munich, The Hague, Venice, Vienna and Zurich would have to cut their emissions to the level of 2.5 tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) per person per year.

MEPA plans for publishing data on air pollutants in 44 local councils to be on a monthly basis are at an advanced stage according to the Malta Environment and Planning Authority. Further discussions and preparations are still needed in order to present the data for the public "in the most informative way." Maps will be created for each pollutant showing locality averages according to colour-coded concentration ranges. The maps will also indicate the location of the diffusion tubes used for testing.

The Renewable Energy Directive sets a target of 21 per cent for the share of electricity from renewable energy sources in total European electricity consumption by 2010. The current share stands at 14 per cent. Member states are required to set national targets and to put in place the appropriate measures to achieve the European target.

Cyprus action plan

In an effort to fully align its renewable energy policy with that of the EU, the Cyprus Ministry of Commerce Industry and Tourism put together an Action Plan for Renewable Energy Resources. The Action Plan covers the period 2002-2010 and envisages doubling renewables contribution, from the present 4.5 per cent to nine per cent by 2010.

Cyprus activated a law in 2003 creating a fund, which will be used to promote renewable energy through a levy on electricity consumption of all consumers (currently set at €0.221) from donations and governmental grants.

Greek wind power target

The Centre for Renewable Energy Sources under the Greek Development Ministry estimates that 15 per cent of the country's electricity needs can be produced by wind farms with installed wind-power capacity possibly expanding from 330 MW to 2,000 MW by 2010. Wind farms are already located on the Greek islands of Crete, Evia, Andros, and Samos.

Although the use of solar technology in Greece has tripled an EU report, Photovoltaics 2010, has indicated that Greece could use solar power to meet one-third of its energy requirements. A 50MW solar power plant, the first grid-connected solar system of a considerable size, is planned for Crete and a 100-kilowatt photovoltaic park is planned for the island of Gavdos.

Greece maintains the second-largest number of solar-collectors in Europe (after Germany). Twenty per cent of households use solar water heaters. In August 2004, ECO/SUN installed the largest rooftop solar-energy unit in Athens. Located atop a German school in the Greek capital, the 33-kw unit is predicted to prevent the city from emitting over 24 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year.

Italian renewables legislation

ITALY has set a target for 2010 of obtaining 25 per cent of its electricity from renewable sources. Italian energy producers and importers are obliged by decree to deliver a fixed amount of renewable energy into the national grid. New legislation binds electricity firms to buy two per cent of their electricity from renewable sources.

Italy is the fourth-largest wind energy producer in Europe. However, Italy's wind industry growth appears to be slowing down, with less new capacity coming onstream in recent years. Rather than a shortage of sites for wind farms, Paolo Tabarelli, CEO of Italian Wind Technology (IWT), a wind turbine manufacturer, has blamed the slowdown on "unfinished incentive legislation and the slowness of Italian regions to authorise the setting up of wind farms."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Deutschland Radio:  Billige Vitamine - Obst- und Gemüseanbau an der "Costa Plastico"

Von Heinz-Jörg Graf

21.5.2006

Dass Obst und Gemüse in deutschen Supermärkten so billig zu kaufen sind, wird andernorts teuer bezahlt. In der spanischen Provinz Almeria sind die Lohntüten für die Erntearbeit äußerst schmal. Und die industrialisierte Landwirtschaft hinterlässt ihre Spuren in der Umwelt.
Ein Beispiel für sanften Tourismus ist die spanische Südküste gerade nicht. Gedanken- und gnadenlos ist die Costa del Sol in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit Beton zugeschüttet worden, und es wird immer noch gebaut: vor allem Apartments und Hotels für hungrige Sonnentouristen aus dem Norden. Die Anlagen sind meist in Mehrfachausfertigung zu bewundern, über-, neben- und hintereinander gestapelt. Klonarchitektur. An der Costa del Sol regiert die Norm. 

Zwar lässt die Bauwut spürbar nach, wenn man sich - von Malaga kommend - in östlicher Richtung der Provinz Almería nähert. Doch statt Beton ist die Erde jetzt großflächig mit Plastik zugedeckt, als gäbe Christo ein Riesengastspiel im östlichen Andalusien. Doch in Almería wirkt nicht der Aktionskünstler, sondern die Nachfrage nach preiswertem Obst und Gemüse aus dem Norden Europas, vor allem aus Deutschland. Unzählige Vitaminfabriken unter dem Plastikdach haben sich in der Provinz angesiedelt, Almería ist das größte Plastikgewächshaus Europas, Hydrokultur ereignet sich hier in Reinform. 

"In dieser Halle arbeiten wir mit Paprika, Zucchini und Tomaten. Gerade werden Melonen verpackt. Das ist jetzt die Jahreszeit, Frühling. In unseren Packhallen - wir haben drei - stehen spezielle Packmaschinen für die Produkte, die wir versandfähig machen, auch die Arbeiterinnen kennen ihre Handgriffe, manche nehmen nur Wassermelonen in die Hand, andere Salatgurken, Auberginen oder Paprika. In Spitzenzeiten beschäftigt unsere Kooperative etwa 1200 Menschen, in dieser Packhalle kann die Zahl auf 600 steigen. Wir können hier etwa 100.000 Kilo Zucchini und 300.000 Kilo Paprika am Tag verpacken."

Honorio Sánchez Roman ist Geschäftsführer von MurgiVerde, einer großen Kooperative in El Ejido, dem Zentrum des Obst- und Gemüseanbaus in Almería. MurgiVerde gehören etwa 400 Familienbetriebe aus der Region an. Ihre Anbauflächen sind meist überschaubar, in der Regel 1,6 bis 15 Hektar groß, Großgrundbesitz ist in Almería kaum vertreten. 

Wöchentlich verlassen etwa 120 Lkw-Transporte mit MurgiVerde-Produkten Almería Richtung Norden. Wichtigstes Ziel: Deutschland. Hier warten Tengelmann, Aldi und Lidl auf die Fracht, und natürlich deren Kunden. 80 Millionen Euro Umsatz erzielt MurgiVerde jährlich. Eine beeindruckende Umsatzkarriere, die den Aufstieg Almerías zum wichtigsten Obst- und Gemüseproduzenten Europas widerspiegelt. 

Vor 25 Jahren war El Ejido ein armes, kleines Dorf, das 500 Einwohner zählte. Das änderte sich Anfang der 80er Jahre, als Spanier, die Jahre zuvor auf der Suche nach Arbeit nach Deutschland oder Frankreich ausgewandert waren, in ihre Heimat zurückkehrten. Mit Hilfe des Kapitals, das sie mitbrachten, stellten sie auf dem trockenen Land Wasserpumpen und Plastikverschläge auf. Aus Arbeitern wurden landwirtschaftliche Kleinunternehmer, die Treibhausgemüse produzierten. Heute ist El Ejido eine Stadt mit über 50.000 Einwohnern und dem höchsten Pro-Kopf-Einkommen Spaniens. Ein planlos gewachsener Ort, in dem man sich nicht unbedingt gerne aufhält. 

Ob Wassermelone, Tomate oder Paprika, Chinakohl, Brokkoli oder Kopfsalat, im "Mar del Plastico", im Plastikmeer von Almeria, das silbrig und grau von der Provinz Besitz ergriffen hat, gedeiht alles gleich gut, dank der klimatisch günstigen Bedingungen. Almeria hat die weltweit höchste Konzentration an Intensivkultur, die etwa 350 Quadratkilometer Land bedeckt - eine Fläche, größer als die der Stadt München - und 80 Prozent des spanischen Gemüseexports erwirtschaftet. 

Das Wirtschaftswunder im Süden Spaniens hat aber nicht allein die Sonne an Almerias blauem Himmel bewirkt, die fast während des ganzen Jahres scheint. Auch nicht die kräftig fließenden Fördermittel aus Brüssel. Es ist vor allem billige Arbeitskraft, dem die Nordeuropäer das preiswerte Obst und Gemüse in ihren Supermärkten verdanken. 

Etwa 80.000 Menschen verdienen in Almería ihr Brot in der Landwirtschaft, davon sind fast 30.000 Ausländer, die vor allem Pflückdienste in den Treibhäusern leisten. Sie kommen zum überwiegenden Teil aus Marokko, aber auch aus Nigeria, der Elfenbeinküste oder Mali. In den letzten Jahren haben sich auch Saisonarbeiter aus Rumänien, Bulgarien und Russland dazu gesellt. Ein Schmelztiegel, in dem sich vor sechs Jahren soziale Spannungen entluden, als es in El Ejido zu gewalttätigen Unruhen kam. Nordafrikaner schnitten zwei Treibhausbesitzern die Kehle durch, ein Marokkaner brachte eine Spanierin um. Ein fremdenfeindlicher Bürgermob zog mit Eisenstangen und Knüppeln durch die Straßen. Wohnungen, Bars und Geschäfte von Immigranten wurden in Brand gesteckt, Menschen verletzt. 

Als Arbeitskraft sind die Arbeitsimmigranten den Treibhausbesitzern, deren Väter und Großväter früher selbst einmal als Gastarbeiter arbeiteten, nützlich und willkommen, als Menschen nicht. Juan Miralles, Leiter von "Almería Acoge", einer katholischen Laienorganisation, deren Name ins Deutsche übersetzt so viel wie "Almería, nimm auf" bedeutet, arbeitet schon viele Jahre mit Immigranten. 

"Das wichtigste ist die Rechtsberatung. Die wird übrigens nicht vom Staat bezahlt. Die bezahlen wir von Spenden. Rechtsberatung heißt, den Immigranten zu zeigen, wie sie eine Aufenthalts- und Arbeitsgenehmigung bekommen und ihre Familien zusammenbringen können. Dann helfen wir ihnen auch dabei, Arbeit zu finden. Wir bieten auch Ausbildungen an, damit Immigranten besser bezahlte Arbeiten annehmen können. Wir verhandeln mit Arbeitgebern und wir versuchen natürlich, Wohnungen zu vermitteln. Das tun wir schon seit 20 Jahren."

"Almeria Acoge" hat in diesem Jahr 20-jährigen Geburtstag gefeiert. Seit zwei Jahrzehnten hilft die Nichtregierungsorganisation Arbeitsimmigranten, in Almeria Fuß zu fassen. Finanziert wird sie durch Zuschüsse vom Staat und der Europäischen Union. Die Arbeit ist heute schwieriger als vor einem Jahr. 

Allerdings sieht das die NGO mit einem lachenden und einem weinenden Auge. Einerseits wurde ihre Arbeit durch die Legalisierung hunderttausender illegaler Arbeitsimmigranten, die die spanische Regierung im letzten Jahr vornahm, eindrucksvoll bestätigt. Andererseits ist der Aufenthalt illegaler Arbeitsimmigranten, die heute ins Land kommen, fast hoffnungslos schwierig geworden. 

Nach der großen Legalisierungswelle im vergangenen Jahr hat der spanische Staat die Ausgabe von Aufenthaltsgenehmigungen und Pässen fast auf null reduziert. Doch ohne Papiere finden Immigranten kaum Arbeit. Um zu überleben, sind sie auf die Hilfe von Freunden und Familienangehörigen angewiesen, die den Sprung in die Legalität geschafft haben. Auf 8000 bis 10.000 schätzt Juan Miralles die Zahl der illegalen Arbeitsimmigranten. Und der Zustrom nimmt zu. Für viele Menschen, vor allem aus Afrika, die vor der Armut in ihren Ländern fliehen, ist Spanien das gelobte Land und Almeria in Andalusien die erste Anlaufstelle. 

Von einem Auswanderungsland ist Spanien inzwischen zu einem Einwanderungsland geworden. Noch Anfang der 90 Jahre zählte das Land weniger als 400.000 Ausländer, heute sind es über 3 Millionen geworden. Dass die Regierung so viele Immigranten legalisierte, ist dabei weniger altruistischen Motiven zu verdanken, eher schon fiskalpolitischen Überlegungen. Denn mit ihren Beiträgen zur Renten- und Sozialversicherung tragen die Zuwanderer nicht unerheblich dazu bei, das spanische Haushaltsdefizit niedrig zu halten. 

Doch die Legalisierung hat auch dazu geführt, dass sich die Beziehungen zwischen Spaniern und Immigranten etwas entspannt haben, wenigstens in Almería. Man spricht mehr miteinander, und nicht nur Organisationen wie "Almeria Acoge" bemühen sich um Wohnungen und Beratung. Auch Gemeindeverwaltungen sind aktiv geworden. Die Ereignisse von El Ejido haben sie wachgerüttelt. Diego Chaparrós ist Leiter von "Almeria Acoge" in Roquetas del Mar, einer Stadt in Almeria, die 72.000 Einwohner zählt und in der heute Menschen aus über 100 Ländern leben. Viele arbeiten im Obst- und Gemüseanbau. 

"In der Politik hat sich einiges bewegt. Die Stadtverwaltung ist viel offener geworden. Sie haben zum Beispiel ein ziemlich großes Immigrationsbüro eingerichtet. Sie will Fördermittel für die Immigranten bereitstellen. Die Stadtverwaltung spricht mit den Immigranten. Da läuft ein guter Dialog. Man hört aufeinander. Deshalb ist Roquetas auch ein Ort, wo sich die Leute gerne niederlassen. Natürlich gibt es auch hier Probleme, zu wenige Wohnungen zum Beispiel, aber allein die Tatsache, dass es diese Offenheit gibt, unterscheidet Roquetas von anderen Städten. "

Als Spanien im Mai letzten Jahres Hunderttausende von Immigranten mit offiziellen Papieren ausstattete, beschwerten sich vor allem Deutschland und die Niederlande bei der spanischen Regierung. Sie fürchteten, dass viele der Immigranten nun weiter in den Norden ziehen würden. Doch Diego Chaparrós hat beobachtet, dass die Immigranten lieber in Andalusien bleiben. Hier finden sie ein soziales Netz vor, weniger geknüpft vom Staat als von ihren Landsleuten. Eine solche Nestwärme gibt man ungern auf. 

Viele der Zuwanderer, die anfangs nur auf Zeit nach Spanien kommen wollten, um schnell Geld zu verdienen und dann wieder in ihre Heimat zurückzukehren, lassen sich nach einer Weile auf Dauer in Andalusien nieder. Während die Spanier vor 1200 Jahren die Mauren aus Südspanien hinauswarfen, findet heutzutage wieder eine Reconquista statt, eine Wiedereroberung, allerdings mit umgekehrten und bescheidenen Vorzeichen. 

Die Legalisierung führte allerdings dazu, dass in der Landwirtschaft heute Mindestlöhne gezahlt werden müssen. Für Pflücker in den Gewächshäuser liegt er bei fünf Euro in der Stunde. Gemüsebauern, die sich nicht daran halten, drohen hohe Bußgeldstrafen. Doch selbst die schrecken manchen Gewächshausbesitzer nicht ab, den Lohn zu drücken, besonders bei den Immigranten "sin papeles", den Zuwanderern ohne Papiere. 

Honorio Sánchez Roman, der Geschäftsführer von MurgiVerde bestreitet, dass illegalen Immigrantenarbeitern der gesetzliche Mindestlohn verweigert wird. Er argumentiert, wenn es zu wenige Arbeitskräfte gebe, müssen die Landwirte auch den Illegalen den Mindestlohn zahlen, sonst würden sie ihre Ernte nicht einfahren können. Was die Mitglieder seiner Kooperative allerdings zahlen, wenn es zu viele Arbeitskräfte gibt, darüber spricht er nicht. 

Bei den Gemüsebauern in Almeria dreht sich alles um den Preis, den sie für ihre Produkte erzielen. Der Kampf mit den Einkäufern im Norden um Cent-Anteile ist hart. Was er für ein Kilo Paprika oder für eine Wassermelone von Aldi oder Tengelmann bekommt, dazu will Honorio Sánchez Román keine konkreten Zahlen nennen. Doch der Preisdruck sei sehr groß, sagt er. Möglichst billig wollten es die Supermarktketten haben. Wobei der Preis natürlich entscheidend von Angebot und Nachfrage abhänge. Honororio Sánchez Román:

"Die Preise schwanken stark. Grundsätzlich richtet sich der Preis nach Angebot und Nachfrage. Und die hängen vor allem von klimatischen Faktoren ab. Wenn es in Almeria zu Frost kommt - das ist die Ausnahme, aber im letzten Jahr gab es bei uns einen Kälteeinbruch - dann steigt automatisch der Preis für die besonders frostanfälligen Produkte, für Zucchini, Auberginen oder Salatgurken. Oder: Wenn es einmal viel regnet, kann das die Qualität der Produkte beeinflussen. Im Sommer spielt eher das Klima in den Abnehmerländern eine Rolle. Wenn die Temperaturen dort sehr hoch sind, dann steigen bei uns sprunghaft die Absätze und Preise von Wasser- und Zuckermelonen. Deshalb ist es sehr schwierig, Zahlen zu nennen, welche Preise wir konkret für Auberginen oder Melonen in einer Erntesaison erzielen."

Die Einkaufsmacht, über die die Supermarktketten in Deutschland, Frankreich oder Schweden verfügen, ist groß. Wann immer möglich, versuchen sie, den Einkaufspreis zu drücken, zur Freude der Konsumenten und der eigenen Gewinnspanne. Die Ketten kaufen nicht nur in Almeria ein. Auch in den Niederlanden, Israel oder Italien stehen Gewächshäuser für Obst und Gemüse. Und ein billiger Konkurrent erwächst gerade vor der spanischen Haustür. In Marokko liegen die Arbeitskosten um ein Vielfaches unter denen in Spanien. 

Wo auch immer das Obst und Gemüse produziert wird: Dass man es in Deutschland so preiswert kaufen kann, hängt vor allem mit der äußerst mageren Lohntüte zusammen, die andernorts für die Erntearbeit ausgehändigt wird. Deutschland ist hier Spitzenklasse. Von den nationalen Supermarktketten zahlen die deutschen in Almeria den schlechtesten Preis. Die "Geiz-ist-geil-Welle" ist inzwischen auch in Almeria angekommen. 

Das Gewächshaus liegt in der Nähe der Packhalle von MurgiVerde. Unter dem Plastikdach ist es schwül-warm und still. Hier im Treibhaus, einem aus Latten, Pfosten und Plastikplanen aufgestellten Verschlag, lärmt nichts. Im Herbst wachsen an der Erde Zucchini und Auberginen, im Winter Paprika, jetzt im Frühjahr liegen Wassermelonen da, rund und dick, in Reih und Glied und zum Ernten bereit. 

Ähnlich Huxleys "schöner neuer Welt" ist auch hier im Plastikverschlag alles technisiert, genormt: Nach ausgeklügelten Methoden werden die Pflanzen bewässert und künstlich ernährt. Die Substrate, aus denen die Pflanzenwurzeln ihre Nährstofflösung beziehen, können aus Steinwolle, Kokosfasern oder Mandelschalen bestehen. 

"Die künstlichen Nährstoffe, die wir zuführen, sind die gleichen wie sie auch die Erde besitzt. Sie haben aber den Vorteil, dass ich genau regulieren kann, was in welcher Menge zugeführt wird und damit den Wachstums- und Reifeprozess optimal steuern kann. Das ist vergleichbar etwa mit der Ernährung eines Spitzensportlers ohne dass wir jetzt von Doping reden, dass man genau steuert, welche Menge an Kohlehydraten zugeführt werden, welche Menge an Eiweiß, damit wirklich Höchstleistungen erbracht werden können."

Schmackhaft sind die Melonen in der Tat, doch Aromen werden sie bei dieser Anbauweise kaum entwickeln. Dazu fehlt ihnen einfach die Muttererde. Aber wozu brauchen Leistungsträger - und eine Melone aus Almeria zählt zweifellos zu dieser Gattung - auch ein Aroma? 

Almeria hat in der Regel keine gute Presse in Deutschland. Die niedrigen Löhne in den Gewächshäusern werden angeprangert und die nicht gerade umweltfreundlichen Produktionsbedingungen. Von hohen Pestizidrückständen im Obst und Gemüse berichten regelmäßig die deutschen Verbraucherschützer. Doch in der industrialisierten Landwirtschaft von Almeria hat sich in den letzten Jahren viel getan. 

Während früher beim Düngen und Pestizideinsatz das Motto galt: "Je mehr, desto besser", sind die Landwirte heute merklich bescheidener geworden - gezwungenermaßen, denn das Verbraucherbewusstsein in den Exportländern hat sich verändert und die Supermarktketten üben entsprechenden Druck auf die Erzeuger aus. Viele Familienbetriebe - MurgiVerde mit seinen Mitgliedern ist hier ein Vorreiter - haben sich zertifizieren lassen und unterliegen teilweise strengen Umweltrichtlinien. Pestizide werden deutlich sparsamer eingesetzt.

Auch die Idee, den Ebro, einen großen Fluss im Norden Spaniens, umzuleiten, um den enormen Wasservorrat auf den Plastikplantagen für alle Zeiten zu decken, ist vom Tisch. Die Nordspanier erfreute dieser Vorschlag naturgemäß nicht. Sie sagten "No". 

Doch Angst vor Mangel an Wasser herrscht in Almeria trotzdem nicht. Stauseen und die nahen Berge versorgen die Plastikgewächshäuser immer noch ausreichend. Und das Wassermanagement in den Treibhäusern ist in den letzten Jahren technisch auf den neusten Stand gebracht worden. Zu dem Wandel hat auch beigetragen, dass in den letzten Jahren ein Generationswechsel in den Kooperativen stattgefunden hat, wie bei MurgiVerde etwa, wo Honorio Sánchez Roman, 37 Jahre jung und Betriebswirt, seit einem Jahr das Management leitet: 

"Ja, in den letzten Jahren hat in Almeria ein Generationenwechsel stattgefunden. Das hängt damit zusammen, dass der Typ des alten Landwirts es immer schwerer haben wird, sich in der industrialisierten Landwirtschaft zurechtzufinden, die Anforderungen werden immer höher. Durch diesen Generationenwechsel findet auch ein mentaler Wandel statt. Die jüngeren Geschäftsführer und Landwirte sind einfach offener. Sie sehen eher die Probleme der Immigranten, auch, dass die Umwelt geschützt werden muss. Das war den älteren Landwirten nur schwer zu vermitteln. "

Die Provinz Almeria gehört zu Andalusien. Doch Flamencostimmung kommt nicht auf. Exzessive Landwirtschaft hat das Gesicht der Region verändert. In einem Atlas, den die UN-Umweltbehörde UNEP 2004 veröffentlichte, sind neben wuchernden Großstädten und Kahlschlägen im Regenwald auch Satellitenbilder von Almeria zu sehen. Alte Bilder und Fotos von heute sind nebeneinander gestellt. Das karge Grün von einst, das Almeria noch 1974 prägte, ist verschwunden . Stattdessen heute: das schmutzige Weiß der Plastikplanen.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Kansas City Info Zine: EarthTalk: Bird Flu
21.5.2006

Dear EarthTalk : What is causing the bird flu? Could it really kill millions of people? -- Steve Schlemmer, Andover, MA

Bird flu is a viral infection naturally carried by wild birds, notably ducks that can infect other birds but not get sick themselves. Domestic poultry, however, are very susceptible to the disease and usually get sick and die once infected. Humans, in turn, can catch the disease through close contact with infected birds.

When the influenza strain H5N1 appeared in humans in Hong Kong in 1997 and spread quickly to Asia, Africa and Europe, it sent shockwaves throughout the healthcare profession. The spread of the disease was not sufficient to be considered a pandemic (an epidemic worldwide in scope), but it did infect over 200 people and kill about half of them. There have been no documented cases so far of H5N1 moving from human to human, but experts fear that the virus could mutate into a strain that can--and accordingly kill millions of people. It wouldn't be the first time: Many scientists now believe that the Spanish Flu of 1918, which killed 50 million people (including 675,000 Americans and 43,000 Canadians), started as bird flu.

Some researchers see habitat loss as a key factor in the unusual spread of the disease between wild and domestic birds. A recently released United Nations (U.N.) Environment Programme report found that loss of wetlands around the world has forced migrating wild birds onto stopping points along their way--such as rice paddies and farms--that are ordinarily the domicile of domestic chickens, ducks and geese, with whom they normally don't mix. "Wetland depletion has direct implications for migrating wild birds," says David Rapport, a professor at the University of Western Ontario and a lead researcher on the U.N. study. "Wetland habitat worldwide continues to decline, owing to agricultural expansion and urban development, resulting in fewer staging areas for wild migrating birds."

Rapport warns that "heroic efforts" like mass culling are not likely to appreciably slow the spread of bird flu. The best hope, he says, is to increase habitat for wild birds and avoid siting large-scale poultry operations along migratory bird routes. Minimizing human contact with domestic poultry is also key, but this would be a tall order given the prevalence of poultry in the human diet. Also, in many parts of Asia, separating poultry from people would be at odds with cultural traditions.

Many North Americans may not realize that the bird flu virus has already arrived here. In November 2005 two wild ducks tested positive for H5N1 in Canada, although not the same dangerous strain that affected Southeast Asia. The virus was also found on a domestic duck in British Columbia shortly thereafter. While no infected birds have been documented in the U.S. yet, researchers say it's only a matter of time.

Just last year U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Mike Leavitt said that a bird flu pandemic was an "absolute certainty," echoing repeated warnings from the World Health Organization (WHO). A recently released White House report warns that, if there were to be an outbreak, the nation is unprepared and as many as two million people could die. Meanwhile, Canada has earned kudos from WHO, which is using its billion-dollar preparedness plan as a model for other countries to follow.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Birmingham Post: Garden clippings

20.5.2006

TV ONLINE

Green.tv, the world's first broadband TV on demand channel dedicated to environmental issues, is now available online. It carries films from around the world produced by NGOs, community filmmakers, public sector bodies and companies with a firm interest in protecting our environment.

It has seven channels covering: air, land, water, climate change, people, species and technologies. In each of these channels there's a feature, a news item and a children's story

The channel is showing films from the RHS, UNEP, Friends of the Earth UK, WWF UK, Greenpeace International, Water Aid, Friends of the Earth, the Eden Project, npower renewables, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and Voluntary Services Overseas.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Financial Mirror (Cyprus): Cyprus takes part in Mediterranean clean-up this Friday
22.5.2006

On Friday May 26 Cyprus will take part in a clean-up operation in which thousands of volunteers "armed" with gloves, rakes and rubbish bags will be simultaneously engaged in cleaning up 800 Mediterranean beaches. 

The objective is to clean up the environment, but also to monitor the state of 46,000 km of coastline using photography. 

“Clean up and Scoop the Med” is a campaign promoted by INFO/RAC-MAP, the Information and Communication Centre of the United Nations Environment Programme - Mediterranean Action Plan, together with Legambiente and the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education (KYKPEE). 

During the UN Meeting of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development, Cyprus will represent the 21 Mediterranean countries participating in the event at a media conference that will be hosted in Cyprus on May 26. 

The event will take place in Limassol Lady's Mile Beach at 12:00am where volunteers and members of the Mediterranean Commission will gather to officially inaugurate and promote the Campaign. 

During the same day data on solid waste pollution, drawn from the report "A sustainable future for the Mediterranean", written by the UNEP/MAP Blue Plan, will also be disseminated. Furthermore, information will be provided for the launch of an official Mediterranean Day (MEDday) in 2007. 

Clean-up the Med, the international campaign organised by Legambiente since 1995, has so far succeeded in mobilising more than 6,000 organisations, public institutions, schools and universities. It represents the basis for the creation of a network of environmental organizations operating within the Mediterranean basin: the Euro-Mediterranean Environmental Network (EEN). 

The EEN is made up of NGOs, public and private institutions (municipal councils, schools etc.) that cooperate to promote and support peaceful and sustainable development in the Mediterranean Region. 

A number of organizations and institutions from Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey will take part in this international campaign. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Cultural Heritage News Agency (Iran):  ECO Environmental Working Group Met in Tehran

Iran’s Department of Environment is the host of the 4th ECO Meeting of the Environmental Working Group which started today 21st of May and will last for two days.

Tehran, 21 May 2006 (CHN) -- The fourth ECO Environmental Working Group Meeting which is hosted by Department of Environment of Iran started today in Tehran at the ECO Secretariat Conference Hall with the presence of 10 representatives from ECO member states and will run for two days.

Participants of this meeting will focus on national progress reports on the implementation of the plan of action, establishment of ECO College of Environment, establishment of e-mail group for exchange of environmental information, and publishing ECO bulletin on environment. 

In the opening ceremony, Askhat Orazbay, ECO’s Director General, gave a lecture in which he appreciated Iran for hosting this meeting and mentioned that this shows the special attention of Iran’s government to environmental issues and sustainable development. 

“ECO as an inter-governmental and regional organization with 10 member countries has created some environmental activities aiming to reach a sustainable development in the region. Following the second Ministerial Meeting on Environment and the third meeting of WGE, issues concerning ecosystem were discussed and implementation of the plan of action for cooperation among ECO member states on environment was suggested. Three bulletins have been published in this respect and the fourth one will be released in a near future,” said Askhat Orazbay in his speech. 

According to ECO’s Director General, national progress reports on the implementation of the plan of action in ecosystem fields are the other accomplishments of this organization. He also mentioned the necessity for existence of cooperation between ECO and some organizations such as International Weather Forecast Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme in order to prevent ecosystem problems, “I promise you that holding such meetings will put an end to many ecosystem concerns and will pave the way for ECO member countries to strengthen their relations,” added Orazbay. 

In the meantime, a round table discussion will also be held with the title of “Environment and Tourism”, and the participants will discuss the possibility of cooperation among the ECO member states in environmental issues. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

The Daily Telegraph (UK): Personal view: Climate change policy is as clear as good old London fog
By Ruth Lea 
22/05/2006
The Prime Minister announced last week that nuclear power had to be part of Britain's energy future, for which he should be applauded. He cited two reasons for this decision. The first was to curb carbon emissions to back up Government policies and Kyoto commitments on "preventing" global warming. The second was to improve the security of energy sources for electricity generation. The second was profoundly sensible, the first very dubious.

If we started with a blank piece of paper for developing a rational climate change policy, what questions should we ask and how, tentatively, would we begin to answer them? 

The first question is obvious: what is the direction of climate change? The answer seems uncontentious. Global temperatures rose (albeit by a modest 0.6C) over the past century and most scientists, apparently, take the view that warming will continue this century. But there is no consensus even on this issue. Some scientists claim we are due for another Ice Age. 

The second question is: what will be the degree of temperature change by, say, the end of the century? As I suggested last week, I suspect no one really knows. Even the highly suspect International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is honest enough to present a very wide range of "forecasts". In 2001 the IPCC concluded average temperatures would rise by between 1.4C and 5.8C by 2100. Leaving aside the basic flaws in the IPCC's methodology, a range of this significance has huge implications for policy. The impact on the environment and humanity of a rise in temperature of around 1.5C would be profoundly different from that of a temperature increase of nearly 6C. They would require different policy responses.

This brings me to my third question: how do you calculate the economic costs and benefits of climate change, given the huge uncertainties in temperature change forecasts? The fatuous answer is "with great difficulty". Any such exercise is littered with uncertainties. But such exercises are essential - not least because they focus on the benefits as well as the costs of climate change. 

In the eco-fundamentalist literature on global warming the only scenarios are apocalyptic ones where people are either fried alive or drown in the all-engulfing sea. Global warming is all about "damage" and never about positive effects such as improved agricultural yields in temperate climates. Indeed, given modest warming, it is not unreasonable to suggest that global benefits would outweigh the costs. But if warming were rapid, the balance could well tip. And it should also be noted that while some parts of the planet are likely to benefit from warming, others, including many developing countries, may not. Of course there are potential costs, as well as benefits, from climate change. 

So the fourth question is what policies are right for dealing with the potential costs of climate change? In the past, ever-resourceful humans used the technologies of the age to adapt. And there is absolutely no reason to believe that humans will not be able to adapt in the technologically-sophisticated 21st century. Indeed, at face value, it is ludicrous to suggest that mankind could not adapt. And for those regions of the world especially prone to climate related damage, especially some poor developing countries, appropriate trade-and-aid policies should be developed.

But adaptation, for all its obviousness, is not the chosen option of the UN's environmental policy makers. They have chosen the "mitigation" route instead - doubtless motivated by the desire to blame climate change on the rich, capitalist, globalising, fossil fuel burning, carbon emission polluting "West" (especially the US). This option assumes that climate change is almost entirely caused by man-made carbon emissions and that curbing carbon emissions is essential in order to "control" or "prevent" the supposed horrors of further climate change. 

There is no scientific consensus behind the UN's explanation of climate change at all. It is the 21st century equivalent of Lysenko's politicised pseudo-science of the Soviet era. And what support there is tends to come from scientists in the pay and/or influence of governments. 

But if we assume, for argument's sake, there is some truth in the "man-made" theory of global warming, the next question is: can humans "control" or "predictably manipulate" the climate by curbing carbon emissions? For no lesser person than Philip Stott, Emeritus Professor of Biogeography of the London University, the answer is a resounding "no". The climate is far too complicated a system, with thousands of factors involved. 

Finally, let us play devil's advocate and accept that curbing carbon emissions, as incorporated in the UN's Kyoto Protocol, can "control" climate change. We should then ask whether Kyoto's targets are being met. The short answer again is "no". But this is one for another day. 

  Ruth Lea is a director of the Centre for Policy Studies and a non-executive director of the Arbuthnot Banking Group

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Australian: Canada set to join climate pact

      Steve Lewis

      22may06

      CANADA is likely to become the next country to join the six-nation 

Asian-based climate pact in what would be another important step towards 

establishing a post-Kyoto framework to cut greenhouse gases.

      John Howard offered in-principle support for Canada's inclusion after 

meeting his Canadian counterpart, Stephen Harper. He expressed confidence 

the other members would have no problem with the plan.

      The addition of Canada would be a boost to the Asia-Pacific 

Partnership on Clean Development and Climate, established earlier this year 

and comprising Australia, the US, India, China, Japan and South Korea.

      "We would very warmly welcome Canada joining the partnership, and I 

can't speak for the other members but I would be very surprised if they 

didn't have the same view," Mr Howard said after his meeting with Mr Harper.

      Critics of the new climate pact, dubbed AP6, argue that it will do 

little to reduce greenhouse gases because the members are not bound by a 

timetable. Instead, the six-nation framework is focusing on ways to embrace 

new technologies to reduce emissions, particularly in the big polluting 

countries of China and India.

      But Mr Howard dismissed reports suggesting the pact would achieve 

little. "I think it's realistic and it's achievable, and we all want to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but you've got to marry that with economic 

progress and economic development," he said.

      Formally endorsing the AP6, Mr Harper said it was the kind of 

initiative the world needed to show it was serious about climate change. He 

signalled that Canada was seeking an alternative path to the Kyoto 

framework.

      "We clearly have to have an international regime that includes the 

largest emitters. Today, China, India, the US and others ... are either not 

part of the current Kyoto Protocol or have no targets under the Kyoto 

Protocol," he said.

      "We think (AP6 is) encouraging (and) we've talked to the Prime 

Minister about the possibility of Canada becoming a participant in this."

___________________________________________________________________________

The New York Times: 'An Inconvenient Truth': Al Gore's Fight Against Global Warming 
By ANDREW C. REVKIN

22.5 2006

The frustrations of a man whose long-sought goal remains out of reach are vividly on display in the first few minutes of "An Inconvenient Truth," a new documentary about former Vice President Al Gore's quest to spur action against global warming. 

And the scene has nothing to do with the Supreme Court vote that denied Mr. Gore a chance to win the 2000 presidential election.

He is tapping on his laptop, adding yet another tweak to the illustrated climate lecture he has given more than 1,000 times since 1989 in ever more sophisticated ways: first with flip charts, then slides, then a mix of digital imagery, animation and high-tech stagecraft, and now through this film itself, which was screened at Cannes and opens on Wednesday in New York and Los Angeles.

He laments being unable so far to awaken the public to what he calls a "planetary emergency" despite evidence that heat-trapping smokestack and tailpipe gases are warming the earth, and even after Hurricane Katrina and Europe's deadly 2003 heat wave, which he calls a foretaste of much worse to come. 

"I've been trying to tell this story for a long time, and I feel as if I've failed to get the message across," Mr. Gore muses.

The question now is whether the documentary, with the potential to reach millions of people instead of a roomful of listeners at a time, can do the job. 

For the moment, opinions on its prospects range from hopeful to scornful, not so much a reflection on the film's quality as the vast distance between combatants in the fight over what to do, or not do, about human-caused warming.

In a recent interview in Manhattan, Mr. Gore said he was convinced that Americans would move on the issue, not just because of his documentary (and companion book), but also because of the vivid nature of recent climate-related disasters. 

"The political system, like the environment, is nonlinear," he said. "In 1941 it was impossible for us to build 1,000 airplanes. In 1942 it was easy. As this pattern becomes ever more clear, there will be a rising public demand for action."

"An Inconvenient Truth" came about after Laurie David, a prominent Hollywood environmentalist, saw Mr. Gore give a short version of his presentation two years ago at an event held just before the premiere of the climate disaster movie "The Day After Tomorrow." 

Ms. David said she was stunned by the power of Mr. Gore's talk and helped organize presentations in New York and Los Angeles for people involved in the news media, environmental groups, business and entertainment. By the time she had done the Los Angeles event, "I realized we had to make a movie out of it," she said. "What's the guy going to do? There are not physically enough hours in the day to travel to every town and city to show this thing."

She helped recruit a team of filmmakers and investors and, after pressing Mr. Gore, persuaded him to be followed by a film crew.

In the film, directed by Davis Guggenheim, Mr. Gore comes across as a professorial guide who uses science, humor, his own life lessons, depictions of perilous climate-driven events and even cartoons to make his case.

Mr. Gore — who said he had veto power over all elements of the film but did not exercise it — tries just about every possible tactic to make his points.

One moment he is delivering his climate talk before an invited audience on a Los Angeles sound stage, rising in an electric lift to point to a soaring graph illustrating the buildup of heat-trapping gases. And in the next there are golden-hued restagings of wrenching moments in Mr. Gore's life. These include the loss of his sister Nancy to lung cancer, a subject explored as he discusses how industries, from tobacco to oil and coal, have run expensive media and lobbying campaigns to emphasize uncertainties in the science that points to risks of their products. 

Mr. Gore tries to connect the dots between human-driven warming and recent shifts in mosquito-borne diseases, drought patterns, rates of extinction, storm strength and the pace of melting of polar ice sheets and sea ice on the Arctic Ocean. 

In a lawyerly way, he often chooses his words to avoid making direct causal links that most scientists say are impossible to substantiate, but uses imagery and implication to convey that humans are fiddling with planet-scale forces. 

Longtime critics of Mr. Gore and opponents of cuts in greenhouse gases who attended a Washington screening last Wednesday quickly assembled lists of complaints about his portrayal of the science, saying the dangers of warming are grossly overstated.

The libertarian Competitive Enterprise Institute, in a clear jab at both the film and recent news media coverage focused on worst-case climate risks, unveiled two television commercials last week that amounted to a defense of the main gas linked to warming, each with the tag line: "Carbon dioxide. They call it pollution. We call it life."

In interviews and e-mail exchanges, many climate specialists who have seen the film quibbled about details but tended to agree with Eric Steig, a University of Washington geochemist who posted his reactions at the Web log realclimate.org after a recent Seattle screening: "The small errors don't detract from Gore's main point, which is that we in the United States have the technological and institutional ability to have a significant impact on the future trajectory of climate change."

Initial media coverage, rather than focusing on the film's message, has examined it mainly through the lens of presidential politics. 

Mr. Gore and his staff have repeatedly swept aside questions about 2008, insisting that Mr. Gore is not running for office, but is racing to save the planet. 

But many Democrats are watching Mr. Gore closely in the belief that he could emerge as a strong opponent from the left to the woman viewed as the front-runner for her party's nomination, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton of New York. The film does not do much to dispel this thesis. While it is being billed as an environmental call to arms, it begins, ends, and is peppered throughout with politics.

The film opens with Mr. Gore greeting an audience with his most famous, and anguished, punch line: "I'm Al Gore, and I used to be the next president of the United States."

It includes a few shots at Republicans including a piece of news film from the 1992 presidential campaign showing the first President Bush saying that Mr. Gore was so environmentally extreme that "we'll be up to our necks in owls and out of work for every American."

The film concludes with Mr. Gore stating that the one element missing in the fight against global warming was political will. 

In a line that some have interpreted as a hint of electoral ambitions, Mr. Gore adds, "In America, political will is a renewable resource."

Some scientists said they were worried that Mr. Gore's inherently political nature would further polarize the issue and distract from the underlying science. But some environmental specialists played down the political angle, saying that if someone were seeking a political boost, climate change was hardly the issue to address. 

"There are lots of things he could do with his life, and this is what he's chosen," said Jonathan Lash, the president of the World Resources Institute, a private research group in Washington. "I admire him as a political leader who's chosen to use his platform to speak about this issue, and to do so in both scientific and moral terms."

_________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro: Hors compétition : Al Gore brise la glace
Emmanuèle Frois

22 mai 2006

Le documentaire de Davis Guggenheim présente l'ancien vice-président des Etats-Unis dans son combat pour alerter le monde sur les conséquences dramatiques du réchauffement climatique. 
 

« Jamais je n'aurais imaginé être un jour au Festival de Cannes ! » s'exclame, dans un large sourire, Al Gore. L'ancien vice-président des Etats-Unis a monté les marches du Palais pour présenter Une vérité qui dérange, de Davis Guggenheim. A travers ce documentaire, Al Gore reprend de façon très pédagogique sa conférence multimédia qui met en évidence les conséquences dramatiques du réchauffement cli ma tique. « Les dix années les plus chaudes jamais enregistrées se situent au cours des quatorze dernières années, explique-t-il. Et les plus grands scientifiques sont unanimes : il nous reste à peine dix ans pour éviter une catastrophe planétaire. Nous devons réagir avant d'atteindre le point de non-retour. Il y a urgence. » Et d'ajouter, en français : « C'est une crise planétaire. » 

 

Dans le film, graphiques, dessins, informations scientifiques se mêlent au récit du parcours personnel d'Al Gore. L'homme, affable et jovial, impressionnant par sa large carrure de footballeur américain, sillonne son pays et la planète pour animer ce spectacle itinérant. Une lutte sans relâche contre les gaz à effet de serre. Une campagne de sensibilisation aussi qu'il mène inlassablement depuis sa défaite aux présidentielles face à George Bush, en 2000. 

 

« Des mentalités difficiles à ébranler » 

 

« J'ai autrefois été le prochain président », s'amuse à dire celui qui avait gagné le vote populaire aux élections, mais perdu celui des grands électeurs. « A l'époque, cela a été une expérience douloureuse. J'ai traversé des moments difficiles. Je ne ferais que répéter ce que j'avais déclaré lors du verdict de la Cour : je m'oppose fortement à la décision de la Cour suprême, mais je l'accepte à cause de la loi. » 

 

Ce combat, cette croisade écologique, il les mène depuis longtemps déjà. « Lorsque j'étais étudiant j'ai eu la chance d'avoir pour professeur le brillant scientifique Roger Revelle qui était un pionnier en la matière. Plus tard, lorsque j'ai été élu au Congrès, j'ai été le premier à créer dans les années 70 des auditions sur la question du réchauffement climatique. J'ai également activement participé aux négociations du protocole de Kyoto, en 1997. Malheureusement le Sénat américain ne l'a pas ratifié. Sur plus de 100 sénateurs, un seul était en faveur du protocole ! Ce n'est qu'un exemple parmi tant d'autres. Quand j'étais vice-président, les libéraux comme les démocrates se sont montrés peu réceptifs à cause du pouvoir exercé par les compagnies pétrolières et charbonnières, mais aussi à cause des mentalités difficiles à ébranler. » 

 

Al Gore veut rester optimiste. « Le système politique mondial est similaire au système climatique sur un point : il est non linéaire. Il peut changer doucement puis faire un pic. » Al Gore en sauveur de la planète, ne serait-ce pas là un bon argument de campagne électo rale ? « Je n'ai pas l'intention de me présenter aux élections présidentielles de 2008, assure-t-il en vous regardant droit dans les yeux. Je fais de la politique depuis un quart de siècle. Et j'apprécie de ne plus être dans l'arène politicienne. » 

 

Documentaire de Davis Guggenheim, avec Al Gore. Durée : 1 h 58. Sortie en salle le 11 octobre. 

__________________________________________________________________________

The Observer: Attenborough goes to war over climate 
Juliette Jowit
21.5.2006
 
David Attenborough will this week make his first unequivocal public statement linking humans to climate change - silencing environmentalists who have criticised him for not using his popularity to highlight the dangers posed by global warming.

Launching the BBC's Climate Chaos season on Wednesday, Attenborough will present a moving personal journey through the science of climate change and its impact around the world, from disappearing polar bears to shrinking glaciers in Patagonia to the expanding deserts of China.

The 80-year-old naturalist, who became a household name presenting Life on Earth in the Seventies, has long been privately involved with many environmental campaign groups and charities, but the two one-hour, prime-time BBC1 programmes will make his views known to millions.

He ends the first programme with the following declaration: 'So there we have it. There seems little doubt this recent rise, this steep rise in temperature is down to human activity.' He adds: 'We ourselves have become a force of nature. We are changing the climate and what happens next really is up to us.'

Attenborough - whose other series have included Life of Mammals, Life of Birds and, most recently, Life in the Undergrowth - does not shy away from pointing the finger of blame at his audience, as well as at himself.

'We are all involved in this. Our whole way of life is structured around the burning of fossil fuels,' he says. 'I find it sobering to think while I have been travelling the world trying to reveal the complexity and beauty of our planet that I, too, have been making my own contribution to global warming.'

Dr Joe Smith, an environmental lecturer at the Open University who led a group of scientists advising the programme makers, said it was 'very significant' that the naturalist had agreed to make the programmes because there is widespread public confusion about whether humans are to blame for climate change and Attenborough was more trusted than other figures such as scientists and politicians.

'He's been determined not to be captured at any point in his career by a green movement, by a green position,' said Smith. 'He's wanted to be confident he was working with the very best science.

'The point here is, he now recognises that the science has matured to the point where, even though we're going to stay with uncertainty around climate change science, there is a depth of consensus around the fact that climate change is happening and it's human caused.'

Attenborough's intervention also comes at an important time as politicians are looking for public support to back up attempts to get a new international agreement to tackle the problem, said Guy Thompson, director of the Green Alliance think tank.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Libération: «Les arbres migrent vers le Nord»
Par Laure ESPIEU
lundi 22 mai 2006 

Antoine Kremer, de l'Inra, analyse l'évolution des espèces végétales face aux changements du climat :
Les forêts abritent 50 % des espèces vivantes dans le monde et sont un réservoir de biodiversité. Les arbres jouent donc un rôle considérable pour le maintien de cet équilibre. Antoine Kremer, directeur de recherche à l'Institut national de la recherche agronomique (Inra), coordonne le projet Evoltree. Ce réseau européen, lancé le 27 avril près de Bordeaux, regroupe 25 laboratoires issus de 15 pays et travaille sur l'évolution des arbres face aux changements climatiques. 

A quelles évolutions pourrions-nous être confrontés en France dans les années à venir ?
Si l'on observe les conditions climatiques actuelles et si on les compare aux prévisions dans cent ans, la France ne sera plus un territoire adapté au chêne sessile. C'est le chêne le plus commun, il est utilisé pour les produits précieux, comme en marqueterie. C'est un exemple parmi d'autres, mais on imagine les conséquences importantes ​ économiques et écologiques ​ que ça pourrait avoir. La question est donc de savoir si ces chênes auront le temps de s'adapter et comment ils réagiront. C'est toute la mission d'Evoltree de comprendre et d'anticiper la réponse des végétaux.

Quels sont les effets du réchauffement climatique sur les arbres ?
On constate deux types d'incidences. D'une part, la hausse du CO2 contribue à une croissance élevée. Depuis un siècle, la largeur des cernes ​ ces lignes circulaires au coeur du tronc de l'arbre ​ augmente progressivement, ce qui indique une croissance plus forte. C'est une tendance dans tout l'hémisphère Nord. Elle est aussi liée au fait que la pollution atmosphérique produit des dépôts qui fertilisent les sols. Mais le revers, c'est une période de fragilité plus importante, liée à des aléas climatiques plus fréquents et à une augmentation des extrêmes en termes de température. L'autre comportement observé, c'est le changement d'aires de distribution. Les espèces végétales migrent et se déplacent vers le nord.

La migration des arbres a-t-elle débuté ?
On l'observe très clairement en Sibérie et dans les massifs montagneux. Sur leur territoire, les Russes prennent tous les ans des photos de la limite de la végétation, cela permet de constater la colonisation en action. Même chose dans les Pyrénées : les terres libérées par les pâturages sont progressivement envahies par les bouleaux, les hêtres ou les noisetiers. Les arbres montent en altitude. Selon que l'espace est libre ou déjà occupé, cette propagation peut varier de 100 mètres par an à 500, voire 600 mètres par an. Mais ce n'est pas un phénomène exceptionnel. Ces cycles ont déjà existé, en particulier entre périodes glaciaires et interglaciaires. Les espèces ont migré sans cesse pour s'adapter. On a pu l'étudier grâce aux pollens fossiles retrouvés dans le sol. La nouveauté, c'est que les changements climatiques se font aujourd'hui à une échelle beaucoup plus rapide. On ne sait donc pas comment le monde végétal va s'adapter.

Certaines espèces sont-elles amenées à disparaître ?
Eh bien, c'est toute la question ! Si l'on reprend l'exemple du chêne sessile en France, nous ne savons pas si, en cent ans, il aura eu le temps de migrer. Et si ce n'est pas le cas, va-t-il mourir ? Difficile à dire. En fait, sa capacité d'adaptation dépend de la diversité au sein de l'espèce. Plus elle est importante et plus les chances de survie seront grandes. Il y a en moyenne quatre fois plus de différences entre les arbres d'une même espèce qu'entre deux humains au sein d'une population. C'est une chance et un moteur, puisque c'est ce qui permet à l'espèce de réagir vite. Le réseau Evoltree étudie attentivement cette question, grâce à des échantillonnages génétiques sur toutes les forêts d'Europe.

Vous situez-vous dans une perspective optimiste ou plutôt pessimiste ?
Compte tenu de ce que l'on sait sur l'évolution des espèces en Europe, je les pense plutôt bien armées pour s'adapter. Le risque le plus grand concerne les espèces installées dans une petite zone de distribution, comme le sapin méditerranéen, parce que leur diversité est plus réduite. Aujourd'hui, cependant, nous avons peu de recul pour prévoir la vitesse d'adaptation des arbres d'une génération à l'autre. Nous avons fait des comparaisons avec des espèces importées. Ainsi, le chêne rouge d'Amérique, originaire des Appalaches et introduit en France il y a deux cents ans, se retrouve désormais pratiquement sur tout le continent. En analysant un gland d'ici et un gland de là-bas, on constate qu'ils sont déjà génétiquement différents.

Une intervention humaine est-elle possible ?
Nos prélèvements génétiques dans toute l'Europe vont nous permettre d'identifier les régions les plus riches pour les arbres, où leur diversité est la plus grande. Ces zones pourraient devenir des sources de graines. On peut imaginer, pour des enjeux écologiques et économiques, transférer des espèces. Mais c'est une arme à manipuler avec précaution car, de même que pour la faune, il y a le risque d'introduire une espèce invasive. C'est un caractère que l'on ne peut pas prévoir. Mais cela fait partie des missions d'Evoltree, d'ici quatre ans, d'anticiper les changements et de faire des recommandations pour protéger ou substituer des espèces.

___________________________________________________________________________

TF1: La France toujours menacée par la sécheresse

21.5.2006

Le Bassin parisien, la région Midi-Pyrénées et une grande partie de Rhône-Alpes n'ont pas pu recharger leurs nappes phréatiques, selon des hydrologues du BRGM. Des restrictions seront peut-être nécessaires.
Le "sale temps" qui s'abat sur une bonne partie de la France depuis plusieurs semaines ne doit pas faire illusion : le risque de sécheresse n'est pas complètement écarté. Le déficit de pluie "efficace", celle à même de recharger les nappes en sous-sol, atteint plus de 50% dans le grand Bassin Parisien (nord de la région Centre, Ile-de-France, Picardie, Champagne-Ardenne), en Midi-Pyrénées et pour une grande partie de Rhône-Alpes et de la basse vallée du Rhône, a indiqué jeudi Thierry Pointet, hydrologue au Bureau de recherches géologiques et minières (BRGM). 
"Il n'y a pas de situation alarmante, mais il faudra être vigilant dans les zones insuffisamment rechargées, qui risquent de connaître des arbitrages d'usage", a estimé pour sa part le directeur du service Eau du BRGM, Didier Pennequin. Il a rappelé que les nappes alimentent 46% de la consommation française tous usages confondus et même 60% du seul usage domestique.

En avril, les précipitations ont de nouveau manqué sur la majeure partie du territoire et sont donc restées sans effet sur la recharge des nappes qui, à cette époque, entament leur baisse estivale. Puis en mai, les pluies satisfont d'abord les besoins des plantes en pleine croissance avant de pénétrer le sol. Par conséquent, insiste le BRGM, "sauf conditions météorologiques exceptionnelles, les précipitations à venir ne contribueront plus à la recharge des nappes". Les géologues prennent également en compte "l'inertie" des nappes : ainsi, la nappe de Beauce qui a subi un stress hydrique (déficit) trois années de suite aura besoin d'autant pour se reconstituer avec des précipitations normales.

Une bande Est-Ouest épargnée
Certes, il y a quelques bonnes nouvelles : selon Thierry Pointet, hydrogéologue du BRGM, "le risque de sécheresse cet été est écarté pour la façade atlantique et la région Poitou-Charentes", particulièrement touchées l'an passé. Par ailleurs, après trois années déficitaires et un automne sec, les précipitations abondantes en pluies et neige de février et mars ont permis à la plupart des petites et moyennes nappes souterraines de se réapprovisionner en eau de façon "satisfaisante", a-t-il expliqué. Ainsi, toute une bande Est-Ouest, courant de la Lorraine au Poitou-Charentes, de la Franche-Comté au Massif Central, à l'Aquitaine et à la Bretagne devrait être à l'abri de restrictions.

Quant aux régions déficitaires, elles sont aussi des régions sédimentaires dans lesquelles la nappe superficielle est doublée par au moins une autre nappe plus profonde, mais accessible". "Si une nappe baisse de manière durable, on tentera d'approfondir le captage", poursuit-il. La ville de Paris peut ainsi compter, en cas de pénurie grave sur un forage à 650 m sous terre. Selon le BRGM, plusieurs grandes villes françaises ont de la même façon un réseau de secours en profondeur qui fait actuellement l'objet d'une révision.

_______________________________________________________________________

La Opinion  Rafaela (Argentina): Flora y fauna amenazadas

21.5.2006

La Unión Mundial para la Naturaleza, difundió su famosa Lista Roja 2006 de las Especies Amenazadas, tal como lo hace todos los años, constituyendo de tal manera uno de los motivos de advertencia de mayor seriedad y responsabilidad, habida cuenta de tratarse de una organización civil con gran estructura y respaldo, ajena a los intereses económicos, tanto individuales como sectoriales.
El trabajo en cuestión, para tener una idea del grado de aproximación a la realidad que tiene, fue elaborado por 10.000 especialistas de 180 países, quienes hacen un seguimiento muy estricto de las especies de flora y fauna, que afrontan distintos grados de riesgos de extinción.
En este listado hubo algunas sorpresas muy grandes, especialmente de animales muy populares, como el caso de los osos polares y los hipopótamos, además de los tiburones oceánicos y varios peces de agua dulce.
Según la conclusión general, uno de cada tres anfibios, una de cada ocho aves, uno de cada cuatro mamíferos, y una cuarta parte de los árboles de coníferas del mundo, están amenazadas por la extinción.
En lo que hace a la fauna, fueron relevadas 40.177 especies, de las cuales nada menos que 16.119 se encuentran en peligro. La pérdida de biodiversidad está incrementándose en forma notable, sin que aparezcan posibles vías de solución.
La organización ambientalista advierte en su análisis que la protección de la diversidad biológica no puede ser exclusivamente de los naturalistas, sino que esencialmente debe ser responsabilidad de quienes poseen el poder y los recursos necesarios para afrontar la tarea con posibilidades de éxito, es decir, los gobiernos de los países y las organizaciones que los representan.
Existen algunos casos puntuales en la fauna, que preocupan más que otros, debido a tratarse de especies muy populares. Uno de ellos, el oso polar, quien dentro de unas cuatro décadas verá reducido su número en un 30 por ciento, consecuencia del deshielo que están experimentando los casquetes polares, único sitio en el cual vive esta especie de osos, que utilizan los bloques de hielo como plataforma para cazar las focas de las que se alimentan, incluso para trasladarse de un lugar a otro.
Otro ejemplar en riesgo de extinción es el hipopótamo, que vive en la selva africana, pero está siendo diezmado en forma alarmante, ya que debido a la hambruna su carne es muy buscada. Para tener una idea de la forma en que se produce la matanza de estos ejemplares, digamos que son cazados con lanzamisiles, o bien con dinamita que es arrojada a la profundidad de lagos y ríos en los cuales tampoco encuentran la manera de poder protegerse. La población de hipopótamos en la República del Congo -donde estaba la mayor cantidad de ellos-, fue reducida 95% en los últimos años, quedando ahora muy pocos ejemplares.
Otras de las especies más amenazadas son los tiburones y las rayas -en este caso el 20% de sus 547 especies-, las gacelas damas del desierto del Sahara que disminuyeron en 80%, ya que su caza no se encuentra bajo control.
¿Cómo estamos en la Argentina?, pues sin datos realmente serios, aunque pese a lo poco que se hace desde el Estado en esta materia, se conoce que hay 529 especies amenazadas de extinción, figurando entre ellas el venado de las pampas, el oso hormiguero, el tatú carreta, el yaguareté, el gato andino, la lagartija de la meseta, mientras que en la flora aparecen el palo rosa y el ombucillo.
Estamos frente a una verdadera aplanadora destructiva, sin que se adopten las medidas que correspondan. Todo se limita a pomposas declaraciones, enunciados de principios y promesas incumplidas.
Mientras tanto, nuestro hábitat está cada vez más castigado y desprotegido, con especies animales que desaparecen por miles y una flora que cede continuamente ante el avance de la desertificación.

_______________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: U.S. House of Representatives Moves to Accelerate Salvage Logging
By J.R. Pegg 

18.5.2006

WASHINGTON, DC, May 18, 2006 (ENS) - The House passed legislation Wednesday that relaxes environmental laws in order to accelerate logging and replanting of public lands impacted by severe weather events, including wildfires, hurricanes and ice storms. Critics say the bill is unnecessary and undermines environmental protections in a bid to aid timber companies. 

The bill passed by a bipartisan vote of 243-182, with 41 Democrats joining the Republican majority to approve the measure. 

Current regulations allow salvage projects to become bogged down in red tape and litigation, supporters of the bill said, and these delays allow the damaged wood to decay and lose its commercial value. 

“The wood is still good, but only for a finite time,” said Representative Brian Baird, a Washington Democrat, and cosponsor of the legislation. “Every day you delay, the value of the wood declines.” 

The legislation, called the Forest Emergency Recovery and Research Act, allows the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to develop salvage logging management practices and plans prior to a disaster. 

In order to expedite approval, the bill gives the federal land management agencies the authority to exempt these plans from provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act and the National Historic Preservation Act. 

The bill potentially affects more than 190 million acres – its provisions are applicable to tracts of at least 1,000 acres. 

It will allow federal land managers to “salvage sooner, replant sooner, and restore the forest quicker,” said Representative Greg Walden, an Oregon Republican and coauthor of the bill. 

Walden said the legislation reflects careful compromise – it is the product of more than two years of work and has gone through some 50 drafts – and will help the nation boost its domestic timber production. 

“As Americans we like our wood products,” Walden said. “If we can’t get the wood here in the United States, we import it from abroad where I dare say environmental laws are lax. So if you are going to use wood, doesn’t it make sense to first used the dead burned wood, the burned dead trees, rather than to cut down the green ones?” 

Walden touted estimates from the Congressional Budget Office that found the bill would increase timber receipts from salvage logging by 40 percent and potentially net federal land management agencies hundreds of millions of dollars in net revenue. 

Opponents said the bill attempts to fix a problem that does not exist and will increase the number of environmentally destructive salvage logging projects. 

They rejected the premise that timber companies lack access to salvage logging - some 35 percent of all logging in national forests over the last six years came from timber salvage. 

“The Forest Service and BLM have an abundance of existing authorities that allow for timber salvage to be completed on our public lands with the appropriate checks and balances,” said Representative Tom Udall, a New Mexico Democrat. “This represents yet another attempt by the majority in this Congress to dismantle our most paramount conservation laws.” 

Federal land management agencies can currently get a waiver to expedite projects from the White House Council for Environmental Quality, Udall said, “and they have never been turned down.” 

“The bill is ripe with discretion for political appointees,” said Representative Peter DeFazio, an Oregon Democrat. “We need professional management and certainty and this bill won’t get us there.” 

Representative Sherwood Boehlert, a New York Republican, said the bill allows a long list of events to be declared emergencies – including drought and insect infestation “far beyond the normal definition of an emergency that requires emergency action.” 

“Very few forests that are not experiencing a catastrophic event on a daily basis under the definition in this bill,” Boehlert said. 

Democrats failed with four amendments that aimed to limit the scope of the bill, including a proposal that would have blocked the Forest Service to execute any pre-approved management practice or recovery project unless the agency certifies that it will not decrease forest regeneration or increase fire risk. 

The amendment, introduced by Udall, reflects a study published in January in the journal “Science” that found salvage logging after the 2002 Biscuit Fire in Oregon reduced regeneration of new trees by 70 percent and increased the risk of future wildfires. 

“The majority of peer-reviewed science says that salvage logging is not good for our forests,” said Udall, who added that every major national environmental group opposes the legislation. 

“When there is a fire it is human instinct to get in there and want to fix things,” added Representative Jay Inslee, a Washington Democrat. “But if you look at the beautiful forests we have ... they have done very, very well without us for 10,000 thousand years.” 

Walden said the science of forest recovery is “a mixed bag.” 

“While the science itself may offer competing views, there is broad agreement that if the decision is made in a forest to remove dead or dying tress and replant, quick action is best,” Walden said. “The Udall amendment is based on the theory that salvage increases fire risk. Wildfire fighting associations representing more than 12,000 fire fighters disagree.” 

In addition to the support of wildfire fighting organizations, the bill has the endorsement of timber groups, home builders and the Society of American Forestry, a group that represents some 15,000 professional forest managers, researchers and educators. 

But 169 scientists sent a letter to members of Congress in March calling for the defeat of the Forest Emergency Recovery and Research Act. 

Dr. James Karr, Professor of Aquatics Sciences and Biology, University of Washington, who signed the letter, called the legislation "misguided because it distorts or ignores recent scientific advances." 

“No substantive evidence supports the idea that fire-adapted forests might be improved by logging after a fire," said signatory Dr. Reed Noss, professor of Conservation Biology for the University of Central Florida. "In fact, many carefully conducted studies have concluded just the opposite. Most plants and animals in these forests are adapted to periodic fires and other natural disturbances. They have a remarkable way of recovering - literally rising from the ashes - because they have evolved with and even depend upon fire.” 

Dr. Tania Schoennagel, a fire scientist from the University of Colorado, warned the logging legislation could lead to increased fire risks. “Post-disturbance logging can increase the reburn potential of the site by concentrating flammable slash (small branches) at or near the ground, which can easily ignite and spread fire. The large, less ignitable fuels (tree trunks), which provide important perching, nesting, and feeding sites for wildlife, are removed by logging.” 

“We need to change our thinking on salvage logging. There are other values in the forest,” said Dr. Richard Hutto professor and director of the Avian Science Center at the University of Montana. “In fact, a burned area is probably the most ecologically sensitive place one could choose for logging. We talk about forest restoration after a fire, but it just got restored by fire itself. That's what fire does.” 

Environmentalists have long warned that post-fire logging does more harm than good. 

“Proponents of expedited logging can’t provide a significant body of evidence that a nationwide program of logging in forests recovering from disturbance is scientifically justified,” said Dominick DellaSala, Ph.D., a forest ecologist for the World Wildlife Fund. “Of the more than 30 scientific papers on post-fire logging published to date, not a single one indicates that logging provides benefits to ecosystems regenerating after disturbance." 

Similar legislation was introduced in the Senate last fall, but has not yet been considered.

_________________________________________________________________________

Diario de Leon: El Gobierno podrá retirar el título de Parque Nacional al que no cumpla

22.5.2006

El último Consejo de Ministros, celebrado el pasado viernes, aprobó precisamente el anteproyecto de la nueva Ley de Parques Nacionales, un texto que nace tras la sentencia del Tribunal Constitucional que atribuye a las comunidades autónomas la gestión exclusiva de estos espacios naturales, frente al planteamiento de competencia compartida con el Ministerio, aunque le atribuye al Gobierno su coordinación y control en todo el territorio nacional, además de la responsabilidad de establecer los criterios básicos que debe seguir la regulación de estos entornos que gozan de la máxima valoración medioambiental, y entre los que se establece la prohibición de toda la caza deportiva. 

Dentro de estas competencias, el anteproyecto contempla que el Parlamento podrá revocar la declaración de un parque nacional en el supuesto de que de forma reiterada y sostenida incumpla los criterios de conservación que le valieron tal declaración, con lo que el mantenimiento de la caza en la vertiente leonesa de Picos puede suponer la pérdida de su reconocimiento como Parque Nacional. «Son las joyas de la Corona y van a seguir siéndolo», dijo en este sentido la ministra de Medio Ambiente, Cristina Narbona, que aseguró que la transferencia de las competencias a las comunidades autónomas «no va a alterar los criterios de máxima protección y conservación», dijo.

________________________________________________________________________

El Nuevo Herald (Miami): Detienen en Brasil a activistas por ataque contra Cargill

19.5.2006

SAO PAULO, Brasil - La policía detuvo el viernes a 16 activistas del grupo defensor del medio ambiente Greenpeace después de que estos invadieron un muelle de traslado de granos en el Amazonas que pertenece a la gigantesca empresa estadounidense Cargill.

Ocho activistas invadieron el muelle a bordo de una embarcación y extendieron una gran manta donde se leía "Fuera Cargill" sobre un cargador de grano antes de ser decomisada por la policía.

"Logramos detener las operaciones de soya de Cargill durante tres horas y media, y ese era nuestro objetivo", señalo el activista de Greenpeace, Andre Muggiati, en una entrevista telefónica desde Santarem.

"Nuestro objetivo era interrumpir el comercio mundial de la soya que está provocando la deforestación en Santarem", agregó.

El puerto de Santarem, ubicado a 2.500 kilómetros al noroeste de Sao Paulo, ha sido blanco de la controversia pues en los últimos años las autoridades federales han acusado a Cargill de construir el muelle sin un estudio adecuado de impacto ambiental.

_______________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Governments Have Failed to Stop Overfishing, Study Shows

19.5.2006
GENEVA — Governments worldwide have failed to prevent overfishing in the oceans, where a proliferation of bottom-trawling threatens to wipe out deep sea species, conservation groups WWF and Traffic said on Friday. 

The environmentalists said the existing system of regional fisheries regulation, meant to control the depletion of ocean life, had responded slowly to new threats and done little to enforce fishing quotas or rebuild vulnerable stocks. 

Their report, released ahead of a New York meeting on the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, argued that controls needed to be reinforced to prevent further damage to marine ecosystems and future food supplies. 

"Given the perilous overall state of marine fisheries resources and the continuing threats posed to the marine environment from over-fishing and damaging fishing activity, the need for action is immediate," said Simon Cripps, director of the World Wildlife Fund's global marine programme. 

Illegal fishing "by highly mobile fleets under the control of multinational companies" was cited in the report as one of the top threats to the sustainability of marine life. Governments were also at fault for not respecting limits. 

"Vast over-capacity in authorised fleets, over-fishing of stocks ... the virtual absence of robust rebuilding strategies ... and a lack of precaution where information is lacking or uncertain are all characteristic of the management regimes currently in place," it said. 

Stocks of some deep sea species, such as the orange roughy, have collapsed in the last decade as regulators failed to respond to an expansion of bottom-trawling in deep waters. 

Despite the failure of groups like the Northwest Fisheries Organisation to stop overfishing -- a practice that can destroy marine life, cut off food supplies and eliminate jobs -- WWF and Traffic said regional blocs could achieve conservation goals. 

Their report urged more cooperation between regulators and stricter environmental rules to "prevent empty oceans, empty plates and lost livelihoods in the future." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Handelsblatt: WWF beklagt „stilles Artensterben“ in Deutschland
21.5.2006

dpa FRANKFURT/MAIN. Zahlreiche Tier- und Pflanzenarten in Deutschland sind nach Angaben der Umweltstiftung World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) vom Aussterben bedroht. Mehr als die Hälfte aller Säugetiere und Fische sowie zwei Drittel aller nur in Deutschland heimischen Pflanzen seien akut gefährdet.
Das teilte WWF Deutschland zum Internationalen Tag der biologischen Vielfalt am 22. Mai mit. Hauptgrund für das „stille Sterben“ sei der Lebensraumverlust durch Landwirtschaft, Verkehrswege- und Häuserbau.

Nach Angaben des WWF gelten in Deutschland 520 Tier- und 512 Pflanzenarten als ausgestorben oder verschollen, darunter zwölf Säugetierarten. Der letzte in Deutschland lebende Braunbär beispielsweise sei 1 835 in Bayern erlegt worden. Weltweit stehen mehr als 16 000 Tier- und Pflanzenarten auf der Roten Liste der vom Aussterben bedrohten Arten, in Deutschland gehörten dazu früher häufige Flussfische wie Maifisch oder Neunauge.

Obwohl sich das öffentliche Bewusstsein in den vergangenen drei Jahrzehnten gewandelt habe, werde noch viel zu wenig für den Artenschutz getan, kritisierte WWF-Artenschutzexperte Roland Melisch. „Jeden Tag werden über 100 Hektar Natur für Gebäude und Straßen zubetoniert. In der Landwirtschaft blühen die Monokulturen, es gibt nach wie vor Überdüngung und einen massiven Einsatz von Pestiziden.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Germany welcomes wild bear return 

22.5.2006
A wild bear is roaming the German countryside for the first time since 1835, police in the Bavarian Alps say. 

Seven sheep carcasses were found in Garmisch-Partenkirchen on Sunday, confirming the bear had entered Germany across the nearby Austrian border. 

The bear was last spotted on Thursday in a border area in Austria after having just destroyed a beehive. 

The region's environment minister said the bear was "welcome in Bavaria" and told people they had nothing to fear. 

Austrian wildlife experts who have been following the bear's movements said it was unlikely to approach humans. 

Hunters' associations welcomed the bear's arrival as "positive" but said they were concerned it might damage farm property. 

Regional officials in Bavaria say they plan to briefly anaesthetise the bear and identify it before releasing it. 

World Wildlife Fund officials in Germany said the last reported wild bear in Germany was killed in 1835 in western Bavaria. 
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update 19.-21. May 2006
Bahrain 

Future uncertain

 Environmentalists walk out of ‘orchestrated’ forum on Fasht Al Adham 

Environmentalists walked out in protest against what they claimed a one-sided forum on the Fasht Al Adham held at Al Mehza meeting hall in Sitra on Wednesday evening.
And the fate of Bahrain’s rich coral reef site hangs fire with no compromises reached between environmentalists and Central Municipal Council during the forum.
At least 15 environmentalists, represented by the Environmental Alliance for the Protection of the Fasht Al Adham, walked out even before the forum ended.
“We reiterate our original position on the need to preserve Fasht Al Adham. But we were not given any opportunity to clarify our stand and speak at the open forum,” the head of the alliance and chairperson of the Environment Friends Society, Khawla Mohannadi, said.
“Every other speaker had the luxury of talking about almost any other topic during the question-answer session but we were ignored whenever we raised questions or requested for a chance to present our comments.”
The alliance claimed that the forum had been orchestrated by the council and was not serious in hearing people’s voice over the issue.
About 200 people from various organisations attended the forum, organised by the council.
Fasht Al Adham is a 10km stretch of seabed rich with coral reefs and considered one of the richest breeding grounds for fish and other marine life.
The forum was held supposedly to help people understand the real issues behind Fasht Al Adham, particularly in the light of unconfirmed reports that a major development and reclamation project would be launched in the area soon.
The alliance vowed it would do everything to stop the reclamation and building projects along the coastline especially those that will affect Fasht Al Adham.
“The rich marine environment must not be touched. It is not even ours and our responsibility is to preserve the site. Governments around the world spend millions of dollars to save their coral reef sites and it is strange that we are allowing people to destroy our own rich marine resources,” Mohannadi said.
She said the alliance would launch a campaign to increase awareness about Fasht Al Adham and mobilise public opinion to save it.
The authorities have not announced any new project or development scheme along the coast that might affect Fasht Al Adham.
But environmentalists said a new housing project was being planned in the area. Council officials admitted that a project was being finalised in Fasht Al Adham.
The head of the Directorate of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Dr Jassim Al Qaseer, said there was no clear incitation as yet whether a project would be implemented in Fasht Al Adham.
But he said every reclamation and coastline project must be “reviewed very carefully.”
Dr Al Qaseer had recommended to the Government two years ago to declare Fasht Al Adham a “protected site.” The suggestion continue to remain as a proposal.
“The issue is that there are projects everywhere but all of these must be reviewed carefully,” he said.
“We had proposed that Fasht Al Adham be declared a protected site specially as a nursery and breeding ground for fish. But Fasht Al Adham is not yet a fully protected area,” he said.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Oman

RO2.3m Madha dam inaugurated


A recharge dam in Madha, in the Musandam governorate, constructed at a cost of RO2.3 million, was officially inaugurated on Wednesday by Shaikh Said bin Mohammed Al Buraiki, Governor of Musandam. The Wadi Al Sorooj dam, built according to the latest specifications, is 135 metres long and 25.5 metres high. Dignitaries present at the opening ceremony included Abdullah bin Nasir Al Bakri, Water Resources Under-secretary, and senior officials from the governorate and the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2006/may/middleeast_may441.xml
Environment show opens in Muscat


Environment Affairs Under-secretary Mohammed bin Khamis Al Araimi opened an exhibition titled 'Man and the Environment' at the Natural History Museum on Wednesday, being held as part of Oman's celebrations of 'International Museums Day'. 

The show, which will last until May 22, features publications on the environment, booklets issued by the Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Ministry, pamphlets on natural protectorates, and other exhibits portraying landscapes of the different regions and wilayats of the country. In remarks, Araimi said the exhibition was meant to spread environmental awareness among school children and youngsters. 
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2006/may/middleeast_may442.xml
Lebanon

The First Experience of Environmental Sport

Ibrahim River Governate Council Launched in coordination with Al-Aasy Club the 1st Environment Sport (Canoe – Kyat – Rafting) in the Ibrahim River, with participation of 40 male and female young people, and under a specialized supervision.
http://www.almustaqbal.com/stories.aspx?StoryID=179611
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ANNAN SENDS ENVOYS TO SUDAN TO SPEED UP PLANS FOR UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE IN DARFUR

The Sudanese Government has not yet given the green light for an assessment

team to prepare for a United Nations peacekeeping force in its strife-torn

Darfur region and Secretary-General Kofi Annan is sending two high-level

officials to Khartoum, the capital, for intensified talks next week, a

spokesman said today.

With the clock ticking down to a deadline imposed by the Security Council

for the deployment of such a team, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said Mr.

Annan’s Special Envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, and Assistant Secretary-General for

Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi were expected to begin talks in

Khartoum on Tuesday or Wednesday.

“They will discuss what role the UN will play in Darfur in the

implementation of the peace agreement and they’re part of our preparation

for the proposed transition,” Mr. Dujarric said of plans for a UN force to

take over from the current undermanned African Union (AU) mission following

a peace agreement earlier this month between the Government and one of

Darfur’s rebel groups.

“We’re very much aware of the timeframe imposed by the Security Council as

is the Sudanese Government and we’re trying to move things along as quickly

as possible,” he added, referring to last Tuesday’s resolution calling for

deployment of a joint African Union-UN assessment team within one week to

prepare for a UN peacekeeping operation.

Mr. Annan has already written to Sudanese President Omar Hassan Ahmed

al-Bashir seeking his support for a stronger UN force to replace the

7,000-memberAU mission (AMIS) deployed in Darfur, where fighting between

the Government, pro-government militias and rebels has killed scores of

thousands of people and uprooted 2 million more in the last three years.

He has not spoken to Mr. al-Bashir, but in the last few days conferred by

phone with Vice President Ali Osman Taha and a special adviser to the

president. Contacts were also going on with the Sudanese mission at UN

Headquarters in New York.

“The Secretary-General’s message is clear: there is not a moment to lose

both on the humanitarian front, on the funding,” Mr. Dujarric said, adding

that it was essential that in the meantime the international community

support the under-funded and understaffed AMIS.

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland has said that once host country

approval is given, it would take up to six months or more to get a more

numerous UN force fully operational. Meanwhile, it was vital that the AU

force receive a more robust mandate to protect the civilian population and

that its number at least double, he added.

Today, Mr. Dujarric said potential force contributors should already start

preparing. “Member states who have the capability should start thinking now

about they will be able to offer,” he noted. “Just because people have not

been officially approached doesn’t mean that they can’t start thinking

about what will happen when we come knocking.”

* * *

UN EMERGENCY RELIEF COORDINATOR URGES STEPS TO STEM FURTHER VIOLENCE IN DARFUR

The humanitarian situation in the strife-torn Darfur region of Sudan could

get even worse in the coming days if the international community fails to

take immediate steps to ensure the implementation of recent peace accord

between the Sudanese Government and rebel forces, the United Nations

Emergency Relief Coordinator warned today.

“The next few weeks will be absolutely critical for millions of people in

the region,” Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland

told a Security Council meeting in New York after his week-long visit to

Sudan and Eastern Chad, where he said violent attacks on civilians and

humanitarian workers are continuing despite the peace agreement.

Though cautiously optimistic about the prospects of peace, Mr. Egeland did

not rule out the possibility of further violence and bloodshed in the

region. “There is real hope that we are turning the corner,” he said of the

peace efforts. “But we can still enter a downward spiral that will put

millions even further into chaos.”

He cautioned that in the face of more violence and attacks, humanitarian

operations could not be sustained and relief agencies would have to

withdraw, warning that “within weeks, not months,” people in some areas in

Darfur could face more deaths and hunger than before. Fighting between the

Government, pro-government militias and rebels has killed scores of

thousands of people in Darfur and uprooted 2 million more in the last three years.

Mr. Egeland urged the Security Council to take immediate steps to

strengthen the African Union force, known as AMIS, and speed the transition

to a UN operation. He also called for efforts to bring on board those who

have not signed the peace agreement.

“I am deeply touched by seeing so many displaced people,” he told reporters

after briefing the Security Council on the Darfur situation. “Their future

is now in the hands of the Security Council.”

Noting that more than 3 million people in Darfur are currently depending on

humanitarian aid for their survival, he called on the international donor

community to provide more funding for the ongoing relief activities in the area.

“Feeding centres have had to be closed, food cannot be distributed,

staffers are being reduced, teachers in camps are no longer being paid and

internally displaced people no longer have access to health care in

hospitals,” he said, adding that the lack of funding is hindering

humanitarian work in Darfur.

The appeal for Darfur is short of $389 million, while the total shortfall

for the rest of Sudan under the UN work plan for 2006 amounts to $983

million, he said, adding that so far many vital sectors have received less

than 20 per cent.

Although some nations such as the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Sweden,

and the United States increased their funding for Darfur this year, other

important donors have given much less than what they had donated last year,

Mr Egeland said, adding that certain countries have failed to pay enough

attention to the humanitarian crisis in Darfur.

He said the UN World Food Programme (WFP) needs an additional 53,000 metric

tonnes of cereals for September and October to cover the entire “hunger

season.” Given the four months lead time for food deliveries, he stressed

that additional pledges “are needed now, not in one or two months.”

The funding situation, according to Mr. Egeland, is also posing serious

risks to the security of humanitarian workers in the region. “The attacks

against relief workers have been relentless, and are threatening our

operations in many areas,” he said. “Our staff, compounds, trucks and

vehicles are targeted literally on a daily basis. As a result of these

attacks, nowhere near enough assistance is getting through.”

The threat to the safety of relief workers and civilian population in

Eastern Chad is as serious as in Darfur, he said, noting that in recent

weeks at least 13,000 fled from Chad to Darfur to escape the continued

fighting and attacks by militia and rebel groups.

“Something has to be done urgently,” Mr. Egeland told the Council. “The

next few weeks will make or break. We will regret if we failed to do

everything we can right now.”

* * *

UN MISSION REPORTS DOZENS OF CRIMES BY DR OF CONGO’S SOLDIERS

The Democratic Republic of Congo’s own soldiers were responsible for the

majority of the nearly seven dozen complaints of crimes and human rights

violations under investigation by the United Nations mission (MONUC) for

the last two months, according to a new report.

Among the crimes committed by the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic

of Congo (FARDC) and reported by survivors were extrajudicial executions

and “disappearances” in March and April, as well as many cases of rape and brutal beatings.

Acts of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment against civilians by the

Presidential Guard and the national police were also reported in five

provinces, while armed militias raped and abducted a number of people in

three provinces, MONUC said in its report, “The Human Rights Situation in April 2006.”

MONUC expressed concern that in the run-up to national polling, several

incidents have threatened the right to free and fair elections, including

attacks by men in military uniform on the office of the

government-controlled broadcasting company, Radio-Télévision Nationale

Congolaise, after a similar incident took place at the home of a member of

the Independent Electoral Commission.

In a landmark blow against impunity, however, a local military tribunal,

applying the Rome Statue of the International Criminal Court (ICC) that

qualifies rape as a crime against humanity convicted seven soldiers of that

crime, the mission said.

“The fight against impunity took a step forward in the DRC on 12 April

2006. For the first time in the country’s history, a judge convicted seven

soldiers for crimes against humanity. The Military Tribunal of the Garrison

of Mbandaka handed down life terms for mass rapes in the village of Songo

Mboyo in Equateur Province in December 2003,” it said, noting that five

other defendants were acquitted for lack of evidence.

On the political front, on 6 April two men identified as police officers

sacked Radio Mongala, about 600 kms north of Mbandaka, an act “believed to

be linked to the fact that the radio station in question was promoting one

of the candidates running for a seat in the Parliament.”

A journalist from MONUC’s Radio OKAPI in Kisangani was reportedly beaten by

eight soldiers of the Garde Républicaine on the order of their captain on 24 April.

Military and police officers in four mini-buses and two trucks went to the

home of a presidential candidate in the DRC capital, Kinshasa, and arrested

him, along with 18 of his supporters. The candidate and 11 of the 18

supporters were later released, MONUC said.

A political activist was arrested by the 882nd Battalion on 18 April and

“the Battalion HQ promised to reveal his whereabouts to MONUC.”

In Bukavu, two political parties, the Mouvement pour la Liberation du Congo

(MLC) and the Rassemblement Congolais pour la Démocratie (RCD/Goma)

reported repeated harassment.

On the criminal front, one complaint notes that during the night of 18

March soldiers and police raped 37 women and girls and made attempts on

another nine girls in Ganda, Likako and Likundju, 515 kilometres north east

of Mbandaka, MONUC said. At the same time, “50 civilians were victims of

torture and cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment and 120 households were looted.”

The report is a litany of rapes of women and girls, one as young as 8, and

one teenage boy, along with beatings. People were beaten for such actions

as resisting extortion, declining to carry soldiers’ personal belongings

for long distances – or, as some victims reported, for no known reason at all.

* * *

NEW UN STUDY ON GOVERNANCE SHOWS POOR COUNTRIES ACHIEVING DEMOCRATIC PROGRESS

Despite constraints on human resources coupled with structural weaknesses,

a number of poor countries have made significant efforts to establish

democratic rule in the past 20 years, according to a new study released by

the United Nations today.

While least developed countries (LDCs) continue to face enormous

challenges, including corruption, the lack of access to justice, and

continued human rights violations, they can prove to be a global force

behind practical democratic innovations, says the report, entitled

“Governance for the Future: Democracy and Development in Least Developed Countries.”

Jointly carried out by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN

Office of the High Representative for the LDCs, Landlocked Developing

Countries and Small Island Developing States (OHRLLS), the study challenges

doubts around the poorest countries’ ability to build stable democracies.

Citing roving judges in the Maldives and a community justice system in

post-genocide Rwanda as solid examples of poor countries stride towards

democratic governance, the report shows that a nation’s income level does

not necessarily determine its democratic future.

One clear indication of how the LDCs have achieved a considerable level of

progress in recent years is the advancement of women, according to the

report. Snce 1991 the number of women in the parliament of Mozambique has

doubled, while Rwanda now “leads the world” in terms of women’s

representation in the legislative business with more than 48 per cent.

This figure, they say, is substantially ahead of the United States, at 14.8

per cent, and the United Kingdom, at 17.9 per cent

According to the report, building democratic governance means ensuring that

the poor have “a real political voice,” alongside access to justice and

basic services, including health and education.

“Throughout the study there are commendable examples which illustrate how

some of the most efficient and creative solutions on overcoming development

problems can be found in LDCs themselves,” High Representative Anwarul K.

Chowdhury said following the release of the report.

“Indeed,” Mr. Chowdhury added, “the findings of this report are testament

to the determination of the world’s poorest nations to break through the

barrier of underdevelopment.”

Some of the innovations featured in the report refer to the use of “mobile

judges” in many Pacific LDCs, including Ventura, Kiribati, and the Solomon

Islands. The report also focuses on Rwanda’s “gacaca court” system, which

emphasizes public involvement in rendering justice to the accused.

Others point to affordable communication systems in Solomon Islands, the

Rural Advancement Committee in Bangladesh, which allows schools to run

part-time classes for children who otherwise might be unable to afford

full-time education.

However, researchers acknowledge that despite such initiative, many LDCs

continue to face difficulties.

“Much more now needs to be done to build on these successes,” said UNDP

Administrative Kemal Dervis. “Democratic governance is not only a good in

itself, it is critical to further human development.”

Mark Malloch Brown, the UN Deputy Secretary-General agreed with Mr. Dervis.

“No single model of democracy can or should be applied to all LDC or

indeed, all countries,” he said at the launch in New York. “Let us be

clear: while democratic governments take many forms, certain core

principles, as set out in the UN Charter of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and other formative documents, must be upheld.”

Both Mr. Maloch Brown and Mr. Chowdhury urged the international community

to further support the LDCs’ efforts to build democratic institutions,

which they believe would bring peace, economic growth and human development

to their citizens.

For their part, authors of the report concluded that increased support from

the development partners and non-State actors is a must for the LDCs to

achieve further progress because “global governance structures are often

not favourable” to them.

* * *

UN SHOULD STAY LONG ENOUGH TO CONSOLIDATE HAITI’S PROGRESS, MISSION CHIEF SAYS

The international community must give urgent financial support to the

Government of newly elected President Réné Préval of Haiti, who will lack

the money to pay State workers in the immediate future, the United Nations

Secretary-General’s outgoing Special Representative in that country, Juan

Gabriel Valdés, said today.

“It is absolutely urgent that the international community give budget

support to Mr. Préval for the first six months of his Government. If he

doesn’t get that support he will face a very difficult situation because he

has to pay police, he has to pay teachers, he has to pay health workers and

the present situation doesn’t permit him to do so,” Mr. Valdés stressed at

a news conference at UN Headquarters.

The World Bank had approved a loan for Haiti which would only be released

after October, he said, but he added that both the World Bank and the

Inter-American Development Bank had shown flexibility.

A team sent to Haiti two weeks ago and led by economist Jeffrey Sachs

recommended that aid be sent in three phases: the first six months of the

new Government, the first two years, and then Mr. Préval’s entire

presidency, the UN envoy said.

A meeting in Brasilia next Tuesday would reunite donor representatives with

the Core Group on Haiti – the European Union, Canada, the United States and

the Latin Americans – and would also confirm the commitment of the

troop-contributing countries, he said.

At that meeting, it would be important for Haitians to clarify how they had

spent some $800 million, which donor countries said they had disbursed out

of the $1.2 billion pledged, especially with respect to the execution of

such projects as strengthening the infrastructure, Mr. Valdés said.

A subsequent meeting in Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, had been called by

the World Bank and would reunite donor countries with key financial institutions.

The envoy expressed the hope that new aid pledges would favour a programme

that included combating corruption, controlling seaports and ending all

illicit traffic, particularly of weapons.

On the security situation, he said the UN, which on some half dozen past

occasions has left Haiti before improvements took hold, should now

reinforce its presence, maintain current troop levels and strengthen the

extremely fragile security.

While there might be some changes in the nature and composition of the UN

Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), the time had not yet come to

leave, said Mr. Valdés, who is also MINUSTAH chief until the end of the month.

He noted that Mr. Préval has requested that the MINUSTAH stay on until a

professional police force had been trained and the structure of the

judiciary had improved – and, indeed, for the duration of his presidency.

He expressed the hope that the new Special Representative, Edmond Mulet of

Guatemala, who would take over in June would find the Mission well

organized in terms of its work in the security sector and in social

development, especially in the poorest areas.

* * *

UN EYES ELECTION PREPARATIONS IN CôTE D’IVOIRE

The United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI) is closely watching

that country’s preparations for the upcoming national elections, which are

considered vital for the success of the UN-led peace efforts, officials

with the world body have said.

The Mission has deployed its staff at seven different places chosen for

“pilot” public hearings, Hamadoun Toure, the Mission’s spokesman told a

news conference Thursday in Abidjan, the commercial centre. He said the UN

staff would continue to support as well as observe these public hearings.

Meanwhile, the International Working Group, which has been mandated to

monitor progress in the Ivorian peace process, met in Sebroko to discuss

the election preparations and other issues related to the UN-led peace

building efforts. Among others, the meeting was also attended by Pierre

Schori, the Secretary General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative in Cote d’Ivoire.

* * *

WITH BIG SHORTFALL IN FUNDS, UNICEF WARNS OF HARDSHIPS IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

With its $6-million appeal for the Central African Republic (CAR) less than

20 per cent funded and resurgent violence in the north displacing more than

25,000 children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has warned

that 50,000 youngsters are at risk from preventable diseases and 1.4

million people vulnerable to HIV transmission.

“The decade-long armed conflict in the Central African Republic has gravely

worsened the well-being and livelihood of children and women throughout the

country,” UNICEF said in its latest donor update.

Although CAR returned to democracy in 2005 following well-conducted

legislative and presidential elections, the post-election era has been

characterized by increasing violence and insecurity.

“Recently, fighting between the national army and rebels groups, as well as

increased banditry, have displaced approximately 50,000 persons inside the

country… most of which are women and children scattered into forests and

other safe havens, fearing reprisals from a variety of armed groups,” the update said.

Latest assessments indicate a continuous degradation of basic social

indicators, well below figures from 2000. Only 37 per cent of primary

school-age girls attend school. Less than 30 per cent of children are

immunized against vaccine preventable diseases.

HIV prevalence is estimated at more than 15 per cent, the highest in the

region, resulting in an increasing number of orphans and vulnerable

children affected by HIV/AIDS, including 110,000 AIDS orphans. As a result

of these conditions, the population in CAR has lost six months of life

expectancy every year since 1988.

Inroads in the desperate situation that UNICEF has been able to make in

close collaboration with national and international partners include a

measles immunization campaign in January reaching 332,500 children aged 6

months to 14 years, 95 per cent of target; nearly 118,000 children aged

11-59 months de-wormed, 90 per cent of target; and 2,500 wooden benches out

of 5,000 planned to be distributed in coming days to improve learning

conditions for 7,500 primary school children.

* * *

ANNAN ARRIVES IN CHINA ON THIRD LEG OF ASIA TRIP

Arriving in Beijing today on the third leg of an Asian trip, United Nations

Secretary-General Kofi Annan began his official visit to China with a

meeting with President Hu Jintao that spilled over into a working banquet

hosted by the Chinese leader in the Great Hall of the People.

The two discussed a wide range of topics including UN reform, the nuclear

programmes Iran and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s (DPRK), the

Chinese President’s visit to Africa, the Middle East and bird flu.

During his stay, the Secretary-General plans to meet Premier Wen Jiabao and

State Councillor Tang Jiaxuan. He will also give a speech at Beijing

University, and hold a question and answer session with students there.

Mr. Annan, who came to Asia from Vienna, where he attended a European

Union-Latin American summit, has already visited the Republic of Korea and

Japan. From China he goes on to Viet Nam and Thailand.

* * *

1.4 MILLION FEET SET TO TRAMP AROUND WORLD ON SUNDAY IN UN-BACKED FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER

From New Zealand to Brazil, from Moscow to the snow-capped summit of Mount

Kilimanjaro, more than 700,000 people in over 100 countries will walk five

kilometres this weekend to highlight the United Nations-backed battle

against child hunger in what is billed as the most diverse demonstration in

history focused on hungry children.

“By engaging citizens from rich and poor countries alike, governments

worldwide will heed the call, and will do more to end child hunger,” UN

World Food Programme (WFP) official Arlene Mitchell said of “Fight Hunger:

Walk the World,” which was initiated three years ago by TNT, a global

provider of express, mail and logistics services, in which WFP and many

other partners now participate.

On Sunday 21 May more than 1.4 million feet will begin tramping at 10 a.m.

across the world’s 24 time zones, starting in Auckland, New Zealand, and

passing the baton sequentially for 24 hours.

Some 100,000 children are expected to walk in Sub-Saharan Africa alone.

Most of these are beneficiaries of WFP’s hugely successful School Feeding

Programme. By walking, they are joining a growing chorus of voices across

every demographic and every region of the world in saying that it is

unacceptable that 300 million children are chronically hungry in the world today.

“Without citizen action, the status quo will remain. But with it, we can

help to end the unnecessary suffering of children,” Ms. Mitchell said.

The walks are as diverse as their locations:

More than 70,000 school children are expected to walk in Liberia

Thousands are expected to converge near Red Square in Moscow

In Tanzania, an intrepid group of climbers will scale Mount Kilimanjaro.

In Nepal, a WFP staffer has already planted the Walk the World flag at the

top of Mount Everest

In Brazil, children in schools will be working out solutions for child

hunger before the Walk starts

WFP encourages interested walkers to visit its unique, interactive website,

www.fighthunger.org, to learn more about this historic event.

Last year, WFP provided school meals for 21.7 million children in 74

countries and the programme plans to reach 50 million schoolchildren by

2008. All too often children, particularly girls, are deprived of education

because their families cannot afford to send them to school. Yet educating

girls is one of the best ways of permanently escaping the vicious

intergenerational cycle of poverty, illiteracy, poor health and hunger, WFP said.

* * *

CHIEF OF UN POPULATION FUND CALLS ON IMAMS TO PROMOTE RIGHTS OF WOMEN

Winding up an official visit to Bangladesh, United Nations Population Fund

(UNFPA) Executive Director Thoraya Obaid addressed thousands of members of

the Grand Conference of Imams, urging them to promote the full and equal

participation of women in society, and she promised to give computers to a

unique health clinic in the capital.

The meeting of the Grand Conference of Imams, which receives UNFPA and

government support, was opened by Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia, who cited their role in promoting tolerance, equal rights and social welfare.

Ms. Obaid spoke to the imams about Islam’s assertion of the “right of girls

to life, and not any life but to a life of dignity and respect, in which

women are given both political participation and economic independence.”

“We hope the imams who have already received training/orientation are

contributing to bring positive change towards the status of women,” she

said. “Being at the grassroots level and close to the community, you are in

a unique position not only to save the lives of women and infants, but also

to support women’s participation in the overall development of the

society.”

She called on the religious leaders to ensure that “the rights of women as

members of the society are well guarded and protected.”

Earlier, as she walked into the reproductive health clinic in Dhaka, the

first of its kind in South Asia, Ms. Obaid was showered with orange flower

petals in traditional style. Clinic staff then briefed her on the services

they provide -- family planning, adolescent-friendly information and

services, maternal care, the management and treatment of sexually

transmitted infections, including HIV, and response to violence against women.

Most of the clients are young women who had no place to go to for advice

before the clinic opened in 2001 and one-third of them are poor.

About 100 deliveries per month are now performed at the centre, which is

part of a wider network that extends to 11 municipal areas in Dhaka with 41

per cent of the city population, a total of 9 million people. Surveys show

that slightly more than half of the urban population in Bangladesh lives

below the poverty line, UNFPA said.

* * *

COLOMBIAN INDIGENOUS LEADERS FLEE TO PANAMA AFTER DEATH THREATS, UN AGENCY REPORTS

Voicing renewed concern at the impact of Colombia’s four decades of civil

conflict on its indigenous communities, with smaller groups threatened with

extinction, the United Nations refugee agency (UNHCR) reported today that

nearly 50 Wounaan people, seven of them leaders, had fled to neighbouring

Panama in fear for their lives.

“Their journey started more than six weeks ago when they first fled their

small river settlements in the western Colombian department of Choco,

escaping threats from an irregular armed group,” UNHCR reported from

Panama’s remote Darien region.

Their decision to cross the border was not an easy one. Leaving their

traditional territories had already caused the group intense anguish. But,

after weeks of fear and worry, they felt they were not safe in Colombia and

had no choice but to flee again. On Tuesday, 47 people boarded three small

boats to make the dangerous crossing over the rough sea to Panama’s Darien

region on the Pacific coast, the Agency said.

The Director of UNHCR’s Bureau for the Americas, Philippe Lavanchy, on

official mission to Panama, immediately went to the Darien where he found

the 47 waiting in a small shelter, and met with the authorities to ensure

that they would be allowed to stay and seek asylum. The Government

confirmed that, in accordance with international law, the group would be allowed to remain.

“Now we can start breathing in peace again,” José (not his real name to

protect his identity), one of the Wounaan leaders, told Mr. Lavanchy. “We

have not stopped worrying ever since we left our homes. Now, we still don’t

know what will happen to us - the violence still goes on and we do not know

when we will be able to go back to our homes. But, here at least we know

our families are safe.”

José was one of some 700 Wounaan who fled their ancestral territories in

early April after members of an irregular armed group killed two of the

community’s leaders within 48 hours. “They told me that they do not know

what has happened to the others,” Mr. Lavanchy said. “They think that some

are hiding in the jungle but they do not have any information about them,

they do not even know if they are alive or dead.

“This is really a very distressing case and I am very grateful to the

government of Panama for extending a helping hand to this group at a time

of such hardship,” he added.

UNHCR has voiced mounting concern in recent months over the

disproportionate impact on Colombia’s indigenous communities of more than

40 years of fighting between Government forces, leftist rebels and rightist

paramilitaries that has displaced 2 million people. Forced displacement is

especially hard on indigenous people, whose culture and traditions are

closely linked to their ancestral lands.

* * *

BIRD FLU LIKELY TO INFLICT ‘TREMENDOUS DAMAGE’ ON POULTRY AS LONGER-TERM THREAT – UN

Beyond the prospect of a human pandemic, the bird flu crisis is not only an

immediate, short-term problem but is likely to be a continuing emergency

that will last several years and inflict “tremendous damage” to bird

populations, and domestic poultry in particular, the United Nations Food

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today.

“The rapid spread of the disease means that FAO now needs $308 million for

its contribution to the global programme for the progressive control of

avian influenza over the next three years – more than twice the sum

required a few months ago,” the Rome-based Agency said in a statement. “To

date, FAO has only received $71 million.”

The knock-on effect on the poultry sector is enormous and it could deal a

significant blow to local, national and regional economies. FAO is

concerned that international interest is focused almost exclusively on the

possibility of bird flu hitting infecting humans to the neglect of its

potentially devastating impact on animals, FAO’s Chief Veterinary Officer

Joseph Domenech said.

This fails to recognize that the best way to protect people is to control

and try to eradicate the disease in animals, he added.

To date well over 200 million birds have died or been culled to prevent the

disease spreading since the current outbreak started in South-East Asia in December, 2003.

There have so far been 217 human cases, 123 of them fatal, ascribed to

contact with infected birds, but experts fear the virus could mutate,

gaining the ability to pass from person to person and, in a worst case

scenario, unleashing a deadly human pandemic with the potential to kill millions.

Mr. Domenech said that at the local level smallholder families dependent on

chickens and other poultry for sustenance or livelihood face the prospect

of losing their animals through death or culling. In many countries, fearof infection is leading consumers to shy away from poultry, throwing the

multimillion dollar industry into crisis.

FAO stresses that the international fight against bird flu must start with

increased surveillance of poultry and other animals, followed by rapid

reporting of any outbreaks and strict measures to limit its spread through

culling, secure disposal of sick animals and the control of movements of

animals and products.

It also urges farmers, traders, and all others in close contact with

poultry to be particularly careful about basic hygienic standards and to

tighten bio-security on the farm. The movement of poultry to and from

markets, and of people involved in production and marketing, are the main

spreaders of the disease to previously unaffected areas.

* * *

UNESCO CONDEMNS YET ONE MORE MURDER OF JOURNALIST IN PHILIPPINES

Just a day after deploring an attack on a Christian radio station in Kenya,

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO) today again exerted its role as defender of freedom of the press,

condemning the murder of a Philippines photographer.

“When violence poses a permanent threat for journalists, it poses a threat

to the whole of society,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in

a statement. “When crimes against journalists remain unpunished, the future

of a country is endangered and organized crime or corruption become the

main beneficiaries of this impunity.”

Albert Orsolino was shot and killed by in his car in Calooncan City by two

unknown assailants on 16 May and Mr. Matsuura reiterated his concern over

the particularly violent conditions under which journalists work in the Philippines.

According to the International Federation of Journalists, Mr. Orsolino is

the fourth journalist killed in the Philippines in 2006 and the 78th since

the restoration of democracy in 1986. This places the country in second

position, after Iraq, on the list of most dangerous countries for

journalists to work in.

“The heavy price paid by journalists in the Philippines is a cause for

concern to all who defend press freedom. Everything must be done to

guarantee better protection for information professionals in the

Philippines,” Mr. Matsuura said.

Press freedom and freedom of expression are main planks in UNESCO’s mandate

and Mr. Matsuura has issued frequent condemnations of the murder of

journalists around the world in recent years.

* * *

SRI LANKAN REFUGEE BOAT ARRIVALS MOUNT IN INDIA, UN AGENCY REPORTS

More than 1,000 Sri Lankans have fled to southern India since the beginning

of the year, the vast majority by boat, because of the upsurge of violence

between Government and rebel Tamil forces in the north and east of the

island, the United Nations refugee agency (UNHCR) reported today.

Yesterday alone, 102 people arrived in India’s Tamil Nadu state, the

largest number in a single day since the present outflow began, bringing

the total to 1,019. They are being housed in camps run by the government,

where 60,000 refugees from previous arrivals in the 20-year conflict are living.

“After arriving in India, they told UNHCR they fled because they were

scared of the rapidly deteriorating security situation,” Agency

spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva. “There are

reports that more arrivals are on their way, but although we are monitoring

the situation closely we are currently unable to verify this,” she added.

Reports have been received that residents leaving Trincomalee district are

selling their possessions to pay for the boat trip to India. Some have

sought asylum in India before with one family saying they were going to

India for the third time, Ms. Pagonis said.

The latest outflow is a complete reversal of what had been happening in

2005, when UNHCR helped 1,173 refugees return home by air to Sri Lanka.

Since 2002, when the now fraying ceasefire between the Government and the

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was signed, a total of 5,000

refugees have returned to Sri Lanka.

Since the beginning of April, when the level of violence sharply increased,

some 31,000 people have reportedly been internally displaced in Trincomalee

District. UNHCR is now working closely with the Government, UN sister

agencies, non-government organizations (NGOs) and other partners to verify

how many have returned home after stabilization in some parts of the district.

* * *

UN RIGHTS CHIEF STRESSES VITAL NEED FOR INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY IN CAMBODIA

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour wrapped up

a one-week visit to Cambodia today, stressing the “capital importance” of

an independent, professional judiciary not only for the consolidation of

democracy but also for resolving issues of impunity, land conflicts and

corruption in the Southeast Asian country.

She said she had been told repeatedly of positive developments since the

UN-organized polls of 1993, including stability, economic growth and

regular elections, but she pointed out that Cambodia still had difficulties

to overcome, as the findings of successive UN human rights experts had shown.

“Evidently, no country has a perfect human rights record,” she noted. “I

believe the most promising sign of eventual progress is the capacity to

acknowledge shortcomings.” But she said she left reassured by the expressed

commitment of the Government to strengthen cooperation in human rights and

determined to ensure that “our work yields tangible benefits for the

protection of human rights in Cambodia.”

In March both Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Ms. Arbour called on the

Government to continue to cooperate with UN human rights officials after

expressing concerns at reported remarks that Prime Minister Hun Sen had

denounced them. In January, Ms. Arbour voiced “deep regret” over the arrest

of two more human rights activists and warned that this trend threatened to

undo efforts to build a just society.

Today she said the visit had allowed her to focus on the strengthening of

the judicial branch of governance. “An independent, professional judiciary

with recognized integrity would not only be essential in protecting

fundamental rights and freedoms but also facilitate the resolution of a

number of the difficulties evident in Cambodia, including impunity,

conflicts over land and corruption,” she added.

Mr. Arbour also highlighted the ability of civil society actors to work

freely and safely as another key indicator of a functioning democracy.

During the visit she met with King Norodom Sihamoni, Mr. Hun Sen and senior

members of his Government. She also held talks with representatives of

human rights non-governmental organizations, the UN country team, members

of the diplomatic community and officials of the Extraordinary Chambers for

the trial of Khmer Rouge officials held responsible for the deaths of

hundreds of thousands of people in the 1970s.

* * *

UN HEALTH AGENCY SETS NEW STANDARDS FOR REGISTRATION OF ALL HUMAN MEDICAL RESEARCH

In an effort to respond to growing public demands for transparency in

clinical trials involving humans, the United Nations health agency today

called on research institutions and companies to register all such studies

and include details ranging from the source of funding or material support

to the primary and secondary sponsors.

“Registration of all clinical trials and full disclosure of key information

at the time of registration are fundamental to ensuring transparency in

medical research and fulfilling ethical responsibilities to patients and

study participants,” World Health Organization (WHO) Assistant

Director-General Timothy Evans said.

As part of the International Clinical Trials Registry Platform, a major

initiative aimed at standardizing the way information on medical studies is

made available to the public, WHO is recommending that 20 key details be

disclosed at the time studies are begun.

Beyond funding and sponsorship these include such practical matters as

e-mail address, telephone number or postal address of the contact for

general queries, including information about current recruitment status,

and the countries for participant recruitment.

Other key details cover the health conditions studied such as depression,

breast cancer or medication error; specific name of the intervention such

as drug, low-fat diet or exercise; expected outcomes; and participation

criteria, including age and sex.

The planned Platform will not be a register itself, but rather provide a

set of standards for all registers. Currently, there are several hundred

registers around the world but little coordination among them. The Platform

seeks to bring participating registers together in a global network to

provide a single point of access to information stored in them.

Before making today’s recommendations, the Registry Platform initiative

consulted with all concerned stakeholders, including representatives of

pharmaceutical, biotechnology and device industries, patient and consumer

groups, governments, medical journal editors, ethics committees, and

academia over a period of nearly two years.

Although registration is voluntary, there is a groundswell of policies

aimed at spurring registration of all clinical trials. In July 2005, for

example, the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors, a group

representing 11 prestigious medical journals, instituted a policy whereby a

scientific paper on clinical trial results cannot be published unless the

trial had been recorded in a publicly-accessible registry at its outset.

Some groups have raised concerns that these new requirements could

jeopardize academic or commercial competitive advantage if they apply to

preliminary trials of new interventions. Similar concerns have been voiced

about the requirement to disclose certain items - such as the scientific

title of the study, the name of the treatment being tested and the outcomes

expected from the study - at the time of registration.

Later this year, the WHO Registry Platform will launch a web-based search

portal where scientists, patients, doctors and anyone else who is

interested can search among participating registers for clinical trials

taking place or completed throughout the world.

* * *

-----------------------------------------
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

** Noon Guest
Good afternoon.  Juan Gabriel Valdés, the outgoing Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Haiti, will be joining us shortly to provide you an update on the situation in that country.
**SG in China
Meanwhile, the Secretary-General arrived in Beijing today, to begin the third leg of his current trip to Asia.

He began his official visit with a meeting with President Hu Jintao that spilled over into a working banquet hosted by the Chinese leader at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

They discussed a wide range of topics, including UN reform, the Iranian situation, North Korea, the Chinese President’s recent visit to Africa, as well as the Middle East and the avian flu.

During his stay, the Secretary-General plans to meet, early next week, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and a number of other senior Chinese officials.  

He will also be giving a speech at Beijing University, and hold a question-and-answer session with students there.

**Security Council
This morning, the Security Council was briefed by Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland on his recent trip to Sudan and Chad.

Egeland said that, what he saw in Darfur and eastern Chad, drove home how much was really at stake.  The next few weeks would be absolutely critical for millions of people in that region, he added.

On Sudan, he said we must do everything we can to achieve certain immediate goals, including implementing the Peace Agreement and bringing on board those who had not yet signed it, and ensuring that the humanitarian lifeline to more than 3 million people is secure and well funded. 

On that issue, Egeland referred to the funding shortfall of some $389 million for Darfur alone, saying that it had led to feeding centres being closed, and internally displaced persons losing access to free health care in hospitals.

On Chad, he drew attention to insecurity, which was causing UN agencies to reduce their staff on the ground, at a time when needs were continuing to increase.

And we have his full statement upstairs.

The Security Council is also now holding closed consultations on Sudan and Chad, in Mr. Egeland’s presence.  And, after those consultations, Jan Egeland told us he would come to the stakeout to speak to you.

** Sudan
Meanwhile, in Darfur, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jan Pronk, continues his tour of the area, where he’s continuing his efforts to promote the acceptance of the Darfur Peace Agreement.  He is due back in Khartoum over the weekend.

And, a number of you had been asking me about word of the Secretary-General sending a delegation to Sudan.  I can confirm that, as part of the continuing dialogue with the Government of Sudan, the Secretary-General has decided to send Lakhdar Brahimi to Khartoum, as his Special Envoy.  Mr. Brahimi will be accompanied by Hédi Annabi, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations.

They will be conducting consultations with the Government of Sudan on the role the UN could play in the implementation of the Darfur Peace Agreement, including the proposed transition from the African Union force to a UN peacekeeping operation.

** Côte d’Ivoire
The UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire today is hosting the seventh ministerial-level meeting of the International Working Group, which has been mandated to monitor progress in the Ivorian peace process and to help prepare for elections.

The Mission also reports that, yesterday, it sent some 60 staff members to seven sites across the country to assist in the beginning of the citizen identification process.  That process and the disarmament process are seen as crucial steps towards national reconciliation there. 

**UNHCHR - Cambodia
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, says that an independent, professional judiciary is of “capital importance” for the consolidation of democracy in Cambodia.

Arbour’s comments come at the end of her five-day visit to Cambodia, where she said she’d been told repeatedly of positive developments in the country, since the UN-organized polls of 1993.  

However, she says, the country still had difficulties to overcome, as the findings of successive UN human rights experts had shown.  

And we have more on that upstairs.
**UNHCR - Sri Lanka
UNHCR, meanwhile, reports that, from the beginning of the year, when people started fleeing the deteriorating security situation in Sri Lanka, until today, more than 1,000 people have arrived in southern India.  Today, 102 people arrived, the largest number in a single day, since the outflow began.

The refugee agency says the latest movement is a complete reversal of what had happened in 2005, when it helped more than 1,000 Sri Lankan refugees return home from the camps in southern India.

And there’s more information on that in UNHCR’s briefing notes.

And, today being Friday, we also have the Week Ahead for you.  

Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I’d like to know a little bit more about Brahimi’s role in Sudan.  What he’ll be doing exactly, why the SG decided to pull him out of retirement, and is it that the UN has no other people, other than ex-envoys, to call on for this kind of job?  

And then, just one other thing on Ethiopia-Eritrea… Kofi Annan, I think, is due to give a report on Monday on the situation, on whether there’s been sufficient progress on border delineation.  And I just wondered, following the meeting in London, whether the UN considered there had been any progress on border delineation.

Spokesman:  On your second one, I don’t have any update, but I can get one for you.

On your first question, first of all, Mr. Brahimi is not going alone.  He’s going with Hédi Annabi, who’s the number two in peacekeeping operations. Mr. Brahimi, when he left, made it clear to us that he would be available for special assignments for the Secretary-General.  I think his experiences in Africa and the Arab world speak for themselves, and this is one of these moments when he would be of very good use to the UN.

The visit of both Mr. Annabi and Brahimi is part of the ongoing dialogue we’ve had with Sudan, to prepare for the proposed transition from an AU force to a UN peacekeeping operation.  That dialogue is continuing and, obviously with Mr. Brahimi’s dispatch, the intensity of that dialogue is increasing.

Question:  What happens, though, when this deadline, which only has a few days left…

Spokesman:  We’re very much aware of the timeframe imposed by the Security Council, as is the Sudanese Government.  We’re trying to move things along as quickly as possible.

Question:  When do they get there?

Spokesman:  Their meetings will start midweek, Wednesday, in Khartoum.

Question:  Does this mean that the Sudanese Government has not yet given a green light for the assessment mission to go to Darfur.

Spokesman:  That would be correct.

Question:  Back to Mr. Brahimi, if I may.  It’s very simple; will Sudan let in an assessment team or not?  What else is Mr. Brahimi bringing to the table?  What exactly is there to discuss with Khartoum?  What are these talks actually going to be about?

Spokesman:  What they will discuss is what role the UN will play in Darfur, in the implementation of the peace agreement, and they’re part of our preparation for the proposed transition.  We’ve been having contacts with the Sudanese Government, both at the Mission level here in New York, and in Khartoum, and we are trying to move our planning process along, as quickly as possible.

Question:  The SG, I know… I think you said his phone call was not taken by the President of Sudan, but then a letter was sent.  What’s the latest state of communications, and how did we get to this trip? 

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has spoken in the last few days to Vice-President Taha, as well as to the Special Adviser of the President.  As I said, it was part of the continuing discussions we’ve had with the Sudanese.  Obviously, Mr. Brahimi’s trip should be seen in the context of us trying to get the planning process moving along, as quickly as possible.  

Question:  The SG, in the Le Figaro interview, said there’s not a second to lose regarding Sudan…

Spokesman:  That was not a Le Figaro interview.  It was a reprint of an editorial, which appeared in the newspaper of the colleague directly in front of you… in the FT [Financial Times].  It was not an interview.  The Secretary-General’s message is clear -- there is not a moment to lose, both on the humanitarian front, on the funding.  As Mr. Egeland said, and, more importantly, while we are planning for an eventual transition to a UN force, it is the support of the current force in place in Darfur, of the African Union force, which is so essential.  They are underfunded and undermanned, and they need the support of the international community, now.

Question:  I keep getting asked on the air about how many countries have formally said they will send troops to an expanded mission.

Spokesman:  At this point, the planning process for the force is continuing.  We need that assessment mission on the ground to give a much more detailed plan of the kind of force the UN would have, which will then allow us to turn around to those countries that had the capabilities to give us the logistical support and troops that we need.  But, before we do that, Member States who have the capabilities should start thinking now about what they will be able to offer.

Question:  So that means none?  

Spokesman:  None have been officially approached as of now because the planning process is not concluded.  But, just because people have not been officially approached, doesn’t mean that they can’t start thinking about what will happen when we come knocking.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General endorse the finding of the Geneva Torture Committee that Guantánamo should be shut down now?

Spokesman:  It is not for him to endorse or reject.  This is part of an ongoing treaty review.  The views of the Secretary-General on Guantánamo, I think, are fairly clear.  He expressed those early this year, when he said he would expect that Guantánamo does need to be closed and that people cannot be detained in perpetuity, and that charges have to be brought against them and they need to be given a chance to explain themselves.  He made those comments to you a few months ago, and those still stand.

Thank you.
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El 22 de mayo se celebra el Día Mundial de la Diversidad Biológica (� HYPERLINK  \l "_La_Insignia_(España):" ��La Insignia�)


EA weighs effects of DDT use (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_East_African:" ��The East African�)


Expert advice (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Sunday_Times" ��The Sunday Times of Malta�) 


Billige Vitamine - Obst- und Gemüseanbau an der "Costa Plastico" (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Deutschland_Radio:_" ��Deutschland Radio�)


EarthTalk: Bird Flu (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Kansas_City_Info" ��Kansas City Info Zine�)


Garden clippings (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Birmingham_Post:" ��The Birmingham Post�)


Cyprus takes part in Mediterranean clean-up this Friday (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Financial_Mirror" ��The Financial Mirror�)


ECO Environmental Working Group Met in Tehran (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Cultural_Heritage_News" ��Cultural Heritage News Agency�)
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