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Liberté (Algerie): Alger, capitale mondiale de l’environnement
500 manifestations sont prévues du 31 mai au 6 juin 
Hafida Ameyar 

24.5.2006

Alger La Blanche sera, le 5 juin prochain, la capitale mondiale de l’environnement, conformément au choix porté par les Nations unies. Hier, le ministre de l’Aménagement du territoire et de l’Environnement a annoncé le programme Mate retenu à cette occasion, qui s’étalera sur une semaine, du 31 mai au 6 juin 2006. Au cours d’une conférence de presse qu’il a animée au siège de son ministère, Chérif Rahmani a d’emblée affiché les ambitions du gouvernement, déclarant que celui-ci veut transmettre une image séduisante de l’Algérie, une image de “l’Algérie de l’avenir” et de “l’Algérie du développement”. Il a également soutenu que la Journée mondiale, consacrée cette année aux espaces du désert, sera célébrée, en partenariat avec l’ONU, dans les différentes régions du pays, particulièrement à Alger et Ghardaïa, “une des capitales du Sud”. Selon lui, 500 manifestations sont prévues, couvrant plusieurs dimensions, “populaire, scientifique et culturelle, technologique et universitaire, de sensibilisation, d’éducation et de communication environnementale”. 
Dès le 31 mai, des spots publicitaires, initiés par le Mate et le Programme de l’ONU de l’environnement (Pnue), seront diffusés à la télévision et à la radio. Une semaine “portes ouvertes sur l’environnement” sera organisée avec les clubs verts, dans les maisons des jeunes, en collaboration avec le ministère de la Jeunesse et des Sports, du 31 mai au 6 juin. Durant la même période, des pièces de théâtre seront programmées dans différentes salles, à Alger et au TNA, de même que des expositions de photos, à la Cité des sciences, du reporter allemand Michael Martin.
Le 4 juin prochain, un train environnemental “Ne désertez pas les zones arides” partira de la gare d’Alger, à 16h, en direction de Touggourt et Tunis, au moment de l’ouverture officielle des 2es jeux sportifs à la plage d’El-R’mila, en guise d’ouverture de la saison estivale 2006. Le lendemain, le ministère de l’Environnement rendra public “un rapport national sur l’état de l’environnement” entre 2002 et fin 2005, un livre rassemblant des poèmes sur le désert, écrits par des nationaux et des étrangers, ainsi que d’autres ouvrages, dont une “superbe” anthropologie sur les déserts. Le jour de la célébration de la Journée mondiale verra le lancement d’une conférence internationale sur la désertification au Palais des nations, de la brochure du Pnue Tourisme et déserts et d’un concert musical au Théâtre de verdure, avec des troupes folkloriques du Sud. 
Parmi les autres manifestations, nous retiendrons notamment le concours du “meilleur reportage” de la presse écrite sur l’environnement, les déserts et la désertification, une séance spéciale “Parlement pour enfants” au Conseil de la nation, l’exposition de peintures et de dessins d’enfants (Cité des sciences) et le semi-marathon dans les rues d’Alger, ainsi que le nettoyage de certaines plages, la récupération de sachets en plastique et les visites guidées d’enfants et d’adolescents, y compris les malades et les handicapés.

____________________________________________________________________________

Business Recorder: World Environment Day On June 5
 23.5.2006

World Environment Day (WED) would be celebrated on June 5, with the theme of 'Deserts and Desertification' and the slogan is "Don't desert dry lands!" and the main celebrations are centered on the Algerian city of Algiers. 

On the day, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) would be launching its ground breaking Global Deserts Outlook, which chronicles the state of the environment of the world's desert regions and predicts possible future scenarios for the globe's most arid environments.

Moreover, the slogan emphasises the importance of protecting dry lands, which cover more than 40 percent of the planet's surface. This ecosystem is home to one-third of the world's people who are more vulnerable members of society.

The day's agenda is to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues and advocate partnership, which would ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review: Annan's payday
24.5.2006 
In the twilight of his term as U.N. secretary-general, Kofi Annan has once again stepped in it. 

His receipt of the Zayed International Prize for the Environment, with a $500,000 cash prize, is a scandalous conflict of interest -- business as usual at Turtle Bay. 

The esteemed panel that judged the award was chaired by a senior U.N. official, Dr. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N.'s Environment Programme (and an Annan appointee). Judges included German activist Achim Steiner. 

Months after Mr. Annan received the kudos and cash, the U.N. appointed Mr. Steiner to replace Mr. Toepfer on the environment panel. How convenient. 

A credible, law-abiding organization would not tolerate such things. But this is, after all, the United Nations. 

After increasing criticism Annan announced he would donate his windfall to relief efforts in Darfur -- five months after receipt of the cashola, reports Nile Gardiner of The Heritage Foundation. 

Since the U.S. pays a portion of Annan's salary, in addition to about $10 million of the U.N. environment program's budget, it should demand an investigation. Better yet, it should yank future funding until an independent inquiry into this latest scandal and before Kofi Annan rides off into the sunset. 

As it is Annan's wish to see the United Nations reformed, as he says, why not start at the top? 

___________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Chad Designates Enormous Wetland Reserve

GLAND, Switzerland, May 23, 2006 (ENS) - The West African country of Chad has announced designation of a vast stretch of floodplains, a lake, rivers, and ponds on its southern border as a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention, improving the opportunities for conservation in this remote area. 

Known worldwide for its role as a shelter for refugees from the conflict in Darfur, Sudan on its eastern border, Chad is protecting this wetland on its southern border with the Central Africa Republic, about 200 kilometers (150 miles) south of the conflict zone. 

Known as the Plaines d'inondation des Bahr Aouk et Salamat in this French speaking country, or the Floodplains of the Aouk and Salamat Rivers, at 4,922,000 hectares (19,000 square miles) the designated area is now the world's third largest Ramsar site. 

With this designation, Chad's Ramsar Administrative Authority, the Direction de Conservation de la Faune et des Aires Protegées, has effectively doubled Chad's surface area under the Ramsar umbrella. 

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty which provides a framework for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. 

Established in 1971 in the Iranian town of Ramsar, it is the world’s oldest international conservation treaty, the only environmental treaty for a particular type of ecosystem, and the first global intergovernmental treaty to combine conservation and sustainable use of natural resources. 

As described by Ramsar's Lucia Scodanibbio, based on the Ramsar Information Sheet, the Floodplains of Bahr Aouk and Salamat is located at 10°45'N 020°33'E in a natural depression in the land. 

The site plays an important role for the surrounding wildlife, providing breeding grounds for several migratory waterbirds and supporting hippos, leopards, elephants and a variety of antelope species. 

It also is a spawning and nursery ground for several fish families, and plays a role in flood control, groundwater recharge, sediment trapping and chemical regulation of the waters, Scodanibbio writes. 

Fishing is an important socio-economic activity, with annual catches amounting to 15,000 metric tons. The area is also a renowned grazing ground, and different crops are grown according to the habitat type. 

Local trees are used for medicinal purposes, firewood and fruit. 

On the border between the Chadian states of Guera and Salamat lies Zakouma National Park, surrounded by the game reserve of Bahr Salamat, or the Salamat River. To the southeast, the hunting reserve of Bahr Aouk extends to the Central Africa Republic border. 

Scodanibbio writes that tourism in the Zakouma National Park and the hunting concessions can potentially be further exploited. 

The main threats to the site arise from poaching, oil exploration, overgrazing, illegal fires and contamination by pesticides. 

An environmental education project is taking place in the schools, while awareness raising and training in participatory management is being carried out with the local communities. 

The new designation is part of Chad's contribution to the ChadWet regional initiative that was launched at the 9th Meeting of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention held in Kampala, Uganda last November. 

As with Chad's four other Ramsar sites, WWF's Global Freshwater Programme assisted the government in supporting the preparation of the site designation data. 

The new Ramsar site includes one of the pilot projects in the framework of the GEF Lake Chad Basin project. 

In addition, the area is included in a $US52 million World Bank Community Based Integrated Ecosystem Management Project under the Projet d'appui au développement local (PROADEL) that began in 2005 and is scheduled to end in 2009. 

While the government has not been able to provide strong protection to these areas, according to the GEF project analysis, their remoteness and difficulty of access suggest that important populations of African wildife, including threatened and endangered species, may remain. 

The GEF analysis forecasts that this region is likely to attract immigrant populations from other areas in the future, leading to increased pressure on biodiversity and ecosystems in the long run. 

Soil erosion in hilly areas, and water management, especially groundwater, are additional issues of concern. 

Under the GEF project, capacity building activities will proceed in a two-tiered strategy. At one level, collaboration between key stakeholders, including a super- structure of concerned communities, will be built to pursue integrated ecosystem management priorities at larger spatial scales. 

A systematic review of protected areas and other assessments in three priority zones will be undertaken to identify needs for developing new or strengthening existing protected area management plans. 

On another level, support will be extended directly to local communities for capacity building and, in some cases, facilitation assistance to help co-manage protected areas identified in the protected areas review. 

These activities will incorporate indigenous knowledge and participation of community leaders. Selected communities will be supported to conduct participatory needs assessments in accord with community based natural resources management principles, the GEF says. 

In pastoral areas, capacity building will focus in particular on reducing overgrazing and addressing conflicts between pastoralists and farmers. 

In addition to these activities, scientific and technical capacity will be built in biosphere reserve management, and targeted support will be given to Chadian stakeholders in savannah and drylands management under a future UNEP/GEF regional initiative on Dryland Biodiversity in West African Biosphere Reserves.

____________________________________________________________________________

Chennai Online: Madurai school grabs 3rd prize in Sweden meet 
23 May 2006

TVS HSS School, Madurai, has bagged the third prize at the Volvo Adventure Conference in Sweden recently. 

TVS HSS School, Madurai, won the third prize at the Volvo Adventure competition 2006 at an internationally acclaimed conference in Sweden. The Madurai team project focused on ‘Wastage of drinking water’, which scientifically analysed the reasons for water shortage at their school and provided several suggestions to reduce water wastage. The team received this year’s third prize which consisted of a development grant of $ 4,000. 

Volvo Group, Volvo Cars and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) jointly initiated this Global Environmental Award to encourage young people to proactively participate in environmental education programmes and gain international recognition through their local initiatives.
"The Volvo Adventure competition provided a unique opportunity for our school children to participate in an environmental project of international repute. We feel very proud of our students for winning this prestigious position and creating a mark for India at an international level. This achievement has proved to be a dream come true for these youngsters and has helped boost their confidence through the exposure and opportunity to participate," said Selvi Santhosam, project leader of TVS HSS School.

She added that the students planned to take this initiative forward by using the development grant with purpose in Madurai. They propose to join hands with other local schools and address the water shortage problem in Madurai at the community level.

Eric Leblanc, managing director, Volvo India, expressed his delight on the occasion of the results, saying, "Volvo initiated this Global Young Environmentalists Awards to encourage young people to proactively participate in environmental education programmes and gain international recognition through their local initiatives. It’s a matter of great pride to see the level of participation growing each year. Most assuring is the strong faith and belief these young people exhibit through their projects - in their ability to influence their communities towards a better environment. I would like to congratulate the students from TVS HSS School, Madurai, for their commendable participation and in doing India proud at this international forum. They displayed high quality of innovation and dedication during the Volvo Adventure competition."

The first prize in the Volvo Adventure 2006 competition was won by Ko School from Istanbul which carried out a project entitled 'Recycled Boxes for Education', which centered on the production of school desks from recycled juice and milk boxes. In the second place was Educarium School of Ottawa, Canada, for The Macoun Marsh Biodiversity Project which focused on creating awareness among the general public about the importance of the marshlands. Almost 350 teams from 41 countries participated in this year’s competition and an expert panel of eminent judges picked 10 finalists in accordance with agreed criteria.

"All 10 projects in this year’s final were of particularly high quality," says Theodore Oben from the UNEP and chairman of the Volvo Adventure jury. These projects are innovative and the youngsters have truly succeeded in creating awareness of the issue of waste, recycling and sustainable development."

Earlier winners from India
In 2002 & 2003, the Volvo Young Environmentalists Award was bagged by the Indian Team. This was remarkable, considering that there were over 30 contesting teams from around the world, on both occasions. 

In 2002, the team representing India, Team Little Eco-Friends from St Josephs Indian High School, Bangalore, went on to win the award and a grant of $ 10,000 for their thoughtful and effective project on reducing the usage of polybags.

In 2004, a team representing National Public School won the award for an innovative project aimed at reducing pollution caused by burning leaves. They worked to influence people to adopt vermicomposting as an alternative. They also used this approach to empower women in villages by providing them an alternative source of income through vermi composting.

The Volvo Adventure programme started in 2002 and is now operational running for the fourth consecutive year. It is a joint project run by the Volvo Group, Volvo Car Corporation and UNEP. Volvo Adventure is open to young people around the world aged between 10 and 16 years. Teams must constitute between two to five young people with one adult as supervisor.


_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Drinking Water Trial in Australia Saves 31% of Evaporation 
23.5.2006 

VICTORIA, BC_(Market Wire) _ FLEXIBLE SOLUTIONS INTERNATIONAL, INC. (AMEX: FSI) (FRANKFURT: FXT) Today the Company announced results from a potable water trial of its WaterSavr(TM) product on an Australian reservoir used to store drinking water. FSI is the developer and manufacturer of cost-effective, environmentally safe, biodegradable, and patented water technologies. FSI's evaporation control products are used to reduce water loss in arid climates, reduce energy loss from public and private swimming pools and cause spreading of desired particles across water surfaces. The Company's bio-polymers are utilized in agricultural nutrient availability, oil industry scale prevention and as suspension agents in the detergent industry. 

The month-long trial was conducted on two identical side-by-side reservoirs operated by the Coliban Water Authority in the state of Victoria. One reservoir received 0.44 pounds per acre (500 grams per hectare) of WaterSavr(TM) every day while the adjacent one was untreated as a control. Weather conditions and all other parameters were the same for both water storages. 

Nylex's Mr. Mason states, "WaterSavr(TM) has proven to be a practical and highly effective evaporation reduction tool. Regular application with the 'set and forget' OFB applicator has achieved evaporation savings of up to 50% and, if applied to Coliban Water's entire 1,200 hectares of water storage, could save a staggering 10,800,000 cubic meters per annum (based on 1800 mm per year of evaporation which is low for Australia) -- equivalent to 5400 Olympic swimming pools of water every year. The product can also conserve water in irrigation supply channels in areas where evaporation rates can be twice as high as Coliban Water Authority experiences." 

The study, carried out by NYLEX AUSTRALIA'S Innovative Product Manager, Brendan Mason and David Verlee of Flexible Solutions in conjunction with the Coliban Water Authority, resulted in an average reduction in water evaporation loss of 31%. In two weeks of the trial, water evaporation savings in excess of 50% were recorded. Application took place over a three-week period, on two 4-hectare (10 acre) dams at Korong Vale, Victoria. A preliminary week with no WaterSavr(TM) on either reservoir was used to confirm a baseline. The uniqueness of this trial was that the size and shape of the two potable water reservoirs were identical. In the trial, only 500 grams per hectare of WATERSAVR(TM) was applied to one dam each day using the automatic dispensing machine, while the adjacent dam was observed without WATERSAVR(TM). 

Mr. Daniel B. O'Brien, Chief Executive Officer of Flexible Solutions, states, "This trial reconfirms the many others conducted throughout the world over the last four years. We expect that Nylex Water Solutions will be able to use this success to close significant sales in Australia over the next six weeks with delivery scheduled to coincide with the new dry season in September. The Flexible Solutions sales team will use this significant trial on potable water to augment their efforts to close sales in other countries." 

WaterSavr(TM) is an innovative product that reduces water evaporation by up to 50%. WaterSavr(TM) is manufactured by Canadian environmental technology company, Flexible Solutions Ltd, and is exclusively distributed in Australia by Nylex Water Solutions. 

WaterSavr(TM) is a patented hydrated fine granulated lime powder product with hydroxy-alkanes that is applied to the surface of water. Its clever formula allows for ionic repulsion forces to "self-spread" the hydroxy-alkanes, resulting in a mono-molecular film on the surface of the water that effectively reduces evaporation. 

WaterSavr(TM) can be applied to water reservoirs, lakes, ponds, channels, dams and slow-moving rivers. It is easily applied in powder form. It reforms if wind or wave action disrupts coverage. It is environmentally benign due to the biodegradability of the film components -- it works without effecting alkalinity or dissolved oxygen levels. 

WaterSaver(TM) is composed of food-grade ingredients and is potably approved -- it degrades into water and air in 2-4 days and can be reapplied as required. Nylex and Flexible Solutions worked with Australian manufacturing organization, OFB Pty Ltd, to develop an automatic spreading machine that can be used to distribute the powder. This allows the powder to be applied to the water anywhere and at anytime without human involvement. 

WaterSavr(TM) is an environmentally friendly, patented, evaporation reduction powder that self-spreads to create a one molecule thick layer on the water surface. WaterSavr(TM) has been proven effective in trials conducted around the world that have resulted in average water savings of 30%. WaterSavr(TM) has been certified by the United Nations Environmental Program, The National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) and meets drinking water standards of the America National Standard Institute (ANSI). 

About Flexible Solutions International 

Flexible Solutions International, Inc. ((http://www.flexiblesolutions.com ) http://www.flexiblesolutions.com ), based in Victoria, British Columbia, is the developer and manufacturer of WaterSavr(TM), the world's first commercially viable water evaporation retardant. FSI is an environmental technology company specializing in energy and water conservation products for drinking water, agriculture, industrial markets and swimming pools throughout the world. WaterSavr(TM) reduces evaporation by up to 30% on reservoirs, lakes, aqueducts, irrigation canals, ponds and slow moving rivers. HeatSavr(TM), a "liquid blanket" evaporation retardant for the commercial swimming pool and spa markets, also reduces humidity and lowers water heating costs, resulting in energy savings of 15% to 40%. The Company's Ecosavr(TM) product is the Heatsavr(TM) technology packaged for the residential swimming pool market. The Company's NanoChem Solutions, Inc. subsidiary specializes in environmentally friendly, "green chemistry," water-soluble products utilizing thermal polyaspartate (TPA) biopolymers. TPA beta-proteins are manufactured from the common biological amino acid, L-aspartic acid. 

Safe Harbor Provision 

The Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 provides a "Safe Harbor" for forward-looking statements. Certain of the statements contained herein, which are not historical facts, are forward-looking statements with respect to events, the occurrence of which involve risks and uncertainties. These forward-looking statements may be impacted, either positively or negatively, by various factors. Information concerning potential factors that could affect the company is detailed from time to time in the company's reports filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

The Guardian (UK): Global warming predictions are underestimated say scientists
Ian Sample
23.5.2006

Climate change models have dramatically underestimated the extent to which global warming will raise temperatures, scientists warned yesterday.
The flaw means existing predictions for temperature rises are inaccurate and will have to be revised upwards by as much as 2C, suggesting the world could experience a hike of up to 7.7C by the end of the 21st Century.

British efforts to combat climate change have focused on preventing carbon dioxide levels rising above 450 parts per million, equivalent to a rise of 2C. If the world warms by more than this, many climate experts believe fragile ecosystems will be pushed beyond their "tipping point", triggering runaway global warming.

The flaw came to light during a study of the effects of global surface temperatures on atmospheric carbon dioxide levels. Scientists have long known that greenhouse gases raise temperatures by insulating the planet. But a less well known mechanism is that the warmer the planet gets, the more carbon dioxide is released naturally by soil and oceans. The result is a mechanism where atmospheric carbon dioxide creates warming that causes even more carbon dioxide to be released.

Peter Cox, scientific director for climate change at the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology in Dorset, with researchers from the US and the Netherlands, used ice cores from the Antarctic to study carbon dioxide levels trapped during a period called the Little Ice Age, from 1550 to 1850. They found carbon dioxide increased rapidly with warming, as soils decomposed faster and oceans lost more of the gas.

Because scientists have been unable to quantify the effect before, it has not been included in many climate models. But when it is taken into account, it lead to carbon dioxide levels that boosted temperatures by between 15 and 78%.

A recent report by the Intergovernmental Committee on Climate Change found that carbon dioxide levels were likely to double pre-industrial levels by 2050. The latest research pushes those estimates to between 1.6C and 6C, Geophysical Research Letters reports.

Lead author Margaret Torn, of the Lawrence Berkeley National Lab, said: "To predict the future you have to guess how much carbon dioxide levels will go up. That depends on the biggest uncertainty of all, what humans do." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Sydney Morning Herald: Climate alert spurs nuclear debate

  a.. By Stephanie Peatling and Wendy Frew

24.5.2006

GLOBAL temperatures will rise by three times as much as many scientists had 

estimated, resulting in irrevocable changes for life on Earth, according to 

advice to the Howard Government - arming it with new ammunition to support a 

nuclear power industry for Australia.

Senior government ministers lined up yesterday to spruik the benefits of 

nuclear power as a solution to global warming, despite repeated denials from 

green groups and energy experts that it was a saviour.

The Australia Institute, a left-wing think tank, became the first group to 

speculate where nuclear power plants would be built, saying Port Stephens 

and Westernport Bay, in Victoria, were ideal.

Yesterday, the Federal Government released a report it commissioned from the 

Australian National University, showing global warming would push 

temperatures up by as much as 5.8 degrees by 2100. It was previously thought 

the rise would be at the lower end of a range between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees.

As a result of higher temperatures, the world can expect more extreme 

weather, which will have greater effects on human health, the destruction of 

plant and animal species, rising sea levels and increased episodes of coral 

bleaching, the report found.

The executive director of the Australia Institute, Clive Hamilton, said any 

site for a nuclear plant needed to be on the coast to provide cooling water, 

and must be close to power transmission lines, transport and major urban 

centres.

Dr Hamilton rejected suggestions he was being foolhardy in naming sites 

saying: "The Prime Minister said he wants a national debate and you can't 

have a debate about it in the abstract. You can't have a nuclear industry 

unless you have plants somewhere."

The Prime Minister will be under pressure to clarify the parameters of an 

inquiry into nuclear power, which he is expected to announce shortly after 

his return to Australia tomorrow.

The Government used question time yesterday to talk up nuclear energy as the 

answer to global warming caused by greenhouse gas emissions. The Foreign 

Affairs Minister, Alexander Downer, said "it could, at least, be argued that 

our uranium exports already effectively neutralise Australia's global 

emissions contribution".

"To put that into some perspective, it has been estimated that you would 

need a wind farm occupying 3200 square kilometres to produce the equivalent 

energy of a medium-sized power station."

Energy experts were stunned by Mr Downer's remarks.

"Words fail me," said a senior lecturer at the University of NSW's Institute 

of Environmental Studies, Mark Diesendorf. "Firstly, it assumes that nuclear 

power is a substitute for coal-fired power around the world when, in fact, 

it adds to coal-fired power."

This was because building nuclear plants and mining uranium would require 

the use of vast amounts of existing energy sources, such as coal.

"More importantly, if we are going to talk about uranium exports, it must be 

done in the context of Australia being the world's biggest coal exporter, 

which would offset any tiny benefit from uranium exports even if we accepted 

that argument. I don't think they are grounds Mr Downer will want to stay 

on."

Dr Diesendorf said nuclear power was no more efficient in producing energy 

than coal and both were less efficient than wind.

The chief researcher at the Institute for Sustainable Futures, Chris Riedy, 

said it was fair to calculate how many wind turbines would be needed to 

generate the same amount of energy from one nuclear power plant, but "wind 

would be no more than 20 per cent [of the energy mix]. We would need 

bioenergy, solar power, natural gas, thermal energy and energy efficiency."

The Opposition Leader, Kim Beazley, vowed Labor would oppose nuclear plants 

and asked of Mr Howard: 'Which suburbs will be home to the new nuclear 

reactors? What will he do to ensure local residents and schools are safe? 

Will there be nuclear reactors in each major city, or just Sydney? What 

would he do with the nuclear waste?"

Labor's reconciliation spokesman, Peter Garrett, said his criticisms of a 

nuclear power industry had not changed since he stood as a candidate for the 

Nuclear Disarmament Party 22 years ago.

"Nukes won't really satisfy the problems of meeting reductions in greenhouse 

emissions and yet the Prime Minister is prepared to fly the kite," Mr 

Garrett said.

The Premier, Morris Iemma, said state law prevented a nuclear plant being 

built in NSW, unless the Federal Government overrode it.

POWER AND THE PLANT

- To control costs a nuclear power plant would need to be near a large, 

reliable source of fresh water, a major power transmission line and 

transport.

- A nuclear plant of 1000 megawatts would cost an estimated $3 billion to 

build - 2½ times that of a coal-fired plant - and much more to operate han 

fossil fuel plants.

- Acclerated nuclear construction program, say, over 20 years, would emit so 

much greenhouse gas it would take 40 years to break even in terms of CO 2, 

according to work by the UNSW's Dr Mark Diesendorf.

- No country has yet solved the problem of how to dispose of radioactive 

waste, which lasts for tens of thousands of years.

______________________________________________________________

Libération: Objectif : économies d'énergie
Par Laure Noualhat
mardi 23 mai 2006 
INTERVIEW • Jean-Louis Bal, de l'Agence de l'environnement et de la maîtrise de l'énergie, commente le décret proposé par le gouvernement qui prévoit d'imposer des économies d'énergie aux vendeurs d'énergie. 
Le ministre délégué à l'Industrie François Loos a présenté mardi en conseil des ministres un décret qui prévoit d'imposer aux vendeurs d'énergie des actions d'économies d'énergie. Ce décret, qui s'inscrit dans la loi sur les économies d'énergie du 13 juillet 2005, fixe pour objectif national des économies d'énergie de 54 milliards de kwh du 1er juillet 2006 au 30 juin 2009. Jean-Louis Bal travaille à l'Agence de l'environnement et de la maîtrise de l'énergie (www.ademe.fr) qui a participé à l'élaboration du dispositif des certificats d'économie d'énergie. Il commente le décret. 

Qu'est-ce que ces économies représentent ?
En France, la consommation totale d'énergie est 1500 terawattheures par an, toute énergie confondue. Les économies visées, à savoir les 54 terawattheures, seraient plus ambitieuses s'il fallait les réaliser chaque année et non en trois ans, comme le fixe le décret.

Qu'est-ce que ce décret signifie concrètement ?
Que nous disposons de trois ans pour réaliser des actions engendrant des économies d'énergie de 54 terawattheure. Seulement il faut savoir qu'on calcule les économies potentielles sur la durée de vie des équipements. Par exemple, les économies dégagées par l'usage d'ampoule fluocompacte sont calculées sur sa durée de vie, c'est à dire 7 ans et demi. Idem pour un chauffe-eau solaire, on comptabilise les économies réalisées sur quinze ans. Et pour l'isolation des combles, on mesure les économies sur 35 ans. Tandis que si l'on prend une durée de vie de dix ans en moyenne, quels que soient les équipements, cela correspond à 5,4 terawattheure d'économies annuelles. Ce qui correspond à 0,3% de notre consommation annuelle.

L'objectif est donc moins ambitieux qu'il n'y paraît……
L'important est d'atteindre cet objectif même s'il n'est pas ambitieux. C'est vrai que l'objectif de 54 terawattheures est relativement facile à réaliser. Et puis il faut voir ces trois ans comme une sorte de période d'essai. Il faut tester le mécanisme d'obligation et de certificats pour, ensuite, renforcer les objectifs.

Qu'est-ce que ça change pour les particuliers ?
Les fournisseurs d'énergie vont leur proposer des actions d'économies d'énergies à de meilleures conditions financières que ce qu'ils auraient fait naturellement. Par exemple, un vendeur d'énergie peut fournir des bons de réduction aux particuliers afin qu'ils paient une ampoule fluo compacte moins cher chez un distributeur. Les offres de GdF et EdF ont beaucoup changé, dans le sens des économies.

Mais c'est un manque à gagner pour eux !
C'est bien l'enjeu : leur faire faire un effort et les transformer en ambassadeurs des économies d'énergie. L'obligation en question correspond au pire à 0,5 % de leur chiffre d'affaires. Apparemment c'est un effort financier, mais ça peut aussi être une façon de fidéliser leur clientèle.

______________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Bush Snubs Gore Film on Global Warming

 By Terence Hunt

23.5.2006
WASHINGTON — Is President Bush likely to see Al Gore's documentary about global warming? 

"Doubt it," Bush said coolly Monday. 

But Bush should watch it, Gore shot back. In fact, the former Democratic vice president offered to come to the White House any time, any day to show Bush either his documentary or a slide show on global warming that he's shown more than 1,000 times around the world. 

"The entire global scientific community has a consensus on the question that human beings are responsible for global warming and he has today again expressed personal doubt that that is true," Gore said in an Associated Press interview from France where he attended the Cannes Film Festival. 

Bush and Gore have had bitter disagreements about the environment and other issues. Bush defeated Gore in a disputed presidential election that was finally settled by the Supreme Court in 2000. 

Gore's documentary, "An Inconvenient Truth," chronicles his efforts to bring greater attention to the dangers of climate change. 

"New technologies will change how we live and how we drive our cars, which all will have the beneficial effect of improving the environment," Bush said. "And in my judgment we need to set aside whether or not greenhouse gases have been caused by mankind or because of natural effects and focus on the technologies that will enable us to live better lives and at the same time protect the environment." 

Gore said the causes of global warming should not be ignored. 

"Why should we set aside the global scientific consensus," Gore said, his voice rising with emotion. "Is it because Exxon Mobil wants us to set it aside? Why should we set aside the conclusion of scientists in the United States, including the National Academy of Sciences, and around the world including the 11 most important national academies of science on the globe and substitute for their view the view of Exxon Mobil. Why?" 

"I'm a grandfather and he's a father and this should not be a political issue," Gore said. "And he should ask the National Academy of Sciences ... whether or not human beings are contributing to global warming." 

The White House said Bush already has acknowledged the impact of human behavior on global warming. 

"The president noted in 2001 the increase in temperatures over the past 100 years and that the increase in greenhouse gases was due to certain extent to human activity," said White House deputy press secretary Dana Perino. 

"Since then he has committed tens of billions of dollars to the science and technology programs that he initiated and we are well on our way to meeting the president's goal of reducing greenhouse intensity by 18 percent by 2012," she said. 

Gore's movie debuted at last winter's Sundance Film Festival and opens in U.S. theaters Wednesday. _______________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles Times: End ethanol subsidies now

There's no reason to artificially prop up energy prices.

22.5.2006
MORE THAN JUST OIL PRICES have been rising lately. Ethanol, which in the United States is largely made from corn and added to gasoline, has also gotten a lot more expensive. And therein lies a short lesson in economics — but not necessarily of the free-market variety.

Ethanol isn't significantly more expensive to produce than it was a year ago. But ethanol prices tend to rise and fall with gasoline prices; producers charge whatever the market will bear. In addition, refiners stopped using the environmentally disastrous additive MTBE this spring. Since refiners are required to oxygenate fuel, and MTBE and ethanol both serve that purpose, the demand for ethanol has risen dramatically, while supply hasn't and — well, the rest is Economics 101.

Actually, maybe it's Econ 102. Because there's more than the free market at work here. U.S. taxpayers subsidize the domestic ethanol industry with billions of dollars a year. The producers, meanwhile, are protected from competition by a 54-cent-a-gallon tariff on less-expensive Brazilian ethanol, which is made from sugar. The government is also providing ethanol makers with a guaranteed growth market; the 2005 energy bill requires that ethanol production almost double by 2012.

Even though public outcry over gas prices has Washington scrambling, no one is talking about ending the billions of dollars in corn subsidies each year. The corn lobby is too powerful for that. But there is talk, amazingly enough, about ending the tariff on imported ethanol. President Bush has proposed dropping it, and Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) has joined with two Republicans to introduce legislation to do so. Opening the U.S. market to imports would increase supply and also give domestic ethanol producers a taste of free-market price competition.

With politicians from both the left and right supporting such a sane policy, the problem is the people in the middle — the middle of the country, that is. Representatives of corn-growing states, and the formidable corn lobby, are putting up a fight. And there are signs that the pressure of politics is overcoming the logic of economics. House Majority Leader John Boehner (R-Ohio), who initially supported dropping the tariff, switched positions last week. Other Farm Belt representatives need to decide which is more important: the free market or the corn lobby.

_________________________________________________________________________

Nouvel Observateur: Journée de la biodiversité 
22.5.2006

La Terre est au seuil de la sixième grande vague d'extinction des espèces de son histoire. Associations et experts alertent sur la nécessité de préserver la variété des espèces animales et végétales. 
A l'occasion de la journée mondiale de la biodiversité, lundi 22 mai, les experts et ONG rappellent la nécessité de préserver la diversité animale et végétale sur Terre. Car malgré l'adoption en 1992, à Rio, de la Convention de l'Onu sur la diversité biologique, la biodiversité ne cesse de s'amenuiser. "La menace de la perte de la biodiversité est un problème plus important que le changement climatique si l'on considère qu'une fois une espèce disparue, aucune mesure d'atténuation ne pourra jamais la remplacer", estime Tavros Dimas, le Commissaire européen chargé de l'Environnement. 
Selon les experts, la Terre est au seuil de la sixième grande vague d'extinction des espèces de son histoire.
L'Union mondiale pour la conservation de la nature (UICN), publiant début mai sa liste rouge des espèces menacées, y a enrôlé plus de 16.000 espèces, dont l'ours polaire, parmi les nouveaux venus, victimes du changement climatique, avec l'hippopotame ou de nombreux poissons d'eau douce.

Bienfaits des plantes

La Ligue de protection des oiseaux (LPO) souligne que "les trois quarts de la population mondiale se soigne grâce aux plantes et que 70% de nos médicaments en sont dérivés".
Son président, Allain Bougrain-Dubourg, insiste également, dans un communiqué, sur le mauvais sort fait aux oiseaux, "indicateurs essentiels de la biodiversité", dont 226 espèces sont menacées à des degrés divers en Europe, "la France se classant au 5è rang mondial des pays hébergeant des espèces menacées d'extinction globale".
La direction générale de l'Environnement à Bruxelles organise sa Semaine verte, du 30 mai au 2 juin, sur le thème de la biodiversité en notant que "l'extension urbaine étouffe les milieux naturels, la surpêche dépeuple les mers, le commerce répand des espèces hybrides sur la planète, et nos modes de vie à haute consommation polluent l'environnement".

___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: EU Issues Plan to Fight Plant, Animal Extinctions
 By Jeff Mason

23.5.2006
BRUSSELS — The European Union laid out a plan on Monday to halt losses of plant and animal species by 2010 as part of a global drive to slow what could be the worst spate of extinctions since the dinosaurs were wiped out. 

The European Commission presented a paper with guidelines for the EU's 25 member states and institutions like the European Parliament on stopping biodiversity loss, which it said was harming efforts to boost economies and improve the environment. 

"The loss of biodiversity is one of the most important environmental threats that mankind is facing along with climate change," Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas told a news conference. 

The Commission said 43 percent of Europe's native bird species, 45 percent of butterflies, 45 percent of reptiles and 52 percent of freshwater fish faced extinction in Europe alone. 

Its plan, which did not include new legislation, covered financing, decision-making, and promoting awareness, the Commission said in a statement. 

Worldwide, an area of tropical rainforest larger than the EU has been destroyed since the 1970s, mostly for timber, crops such as palm oil and soybean, and cattle ranching, it said. 

"Species' extinction rates are now around 100 times greater than those shown in fossil records and are projected to accelerate, threatening a new 'mass extinction' of a kind not seen since the disappearance of the dinosaurs" 65 million years ago, it added. 

NOT ENOUGH 

Environmental group Greenpeace said the EU's plans were not sufficient to confront threats ranging from expanding cities to climate change, widely blamed on emissions of heat-trapping gases from burning fossil fuels. 

"The EU needs to do more than document and monitor the loss of biodiversity; it needs to review its own destructive policies for their part in the crisis, and take drastic measures to revise them," Greenpeace's Sebastien Risso said in a statement. 

EU nations agreed in 2001 to "halt the loss of biodiversity" on the continent by 2010 -- tougher than a global goal set in 2002 of "a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss" by 2010. 

On Monday the United Nations also said global warming posed mounting threats to drylands, which cover more than 40 percent of the planet's land area and include grasslands and savannahs from Australia to North America. 

"The impact of climate change is emerging as an unprecedented challenge to all life in drylands," said Ahmed Djoghlaf, head of the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity. 

"For the more than one billion people affected by drought and desertification, adaptation to climate change will be a matter of survival," he added. 

"The degradation of drylands...is having dramatic effects: some 2,300 species endangered or facing extinction, significant losses in agricultural output, and an economic cost estimated at more than $42 billion a year," U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement. 

May 22 is an annual day to mark biological diversity. The United Nations chose to focus on drylands in 2006. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: INSIGHTS: South Africa Must Become a Living Ark
By Marthinus Van Schalkwyk, Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

22.5.2006

{Editor's Note: Marthinus Van Schalkwyk delivered these remarks today to launch the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for South Africa at the International Biodiversity Day Conference at the Africanos Inn in the Eastern Cape.} 

ADDO, Eastern Cape, South Africa, May 22, 2006 (ENS) - The vast web connecting all life on Earth is starting to show signs of unravelling. From melting polar ice caps to the aggressive advance of deserts, from oceans with ever decreasing fish stocks, to skies travelled by fewer and fewer species of birds, on all continents, in all oceans, and across all habitats, natural warning flares are starting to flicker. 

Humanity cannot afford to ignore the growing proof of the frequently irreversible erosion of our living environment. 

The destruction of forests that have stood for millennia - home to more than half of all land species; the shrinking of natural ranges as populations grow and city sprawl expands; the sharp drop in the numbers of our great wild mammals; and countless other warning signs all indicate the urgency of acting now to meet our biodiversity responsibilities. 

We share a duty that affects the fate of all life. Our generation is undoubtedly the last with the ability to stop this destruction of our own design, and to do so before we cross the threshold of no-return. 

It gives me great pleasure to address you this morning as we celebrate the International Day of Biological Diversity. South Africa, as you know, is a country unmatched not only in terms of it’s scenic beauty, cultural heritage, and unique tradition, but also in terms of our remarkable biological resources and ecology. 

Indeed, South Africa has one of the world’s richest troves of plants and animals. Our country occupies only about two percent of the world’s land area, but is home to nearly 10 percent of the world’s plants and seven percent of the reptiles, birds and mammals on Earth. 

Three globally recognized biodiversity hotspots occur in our country; in the south we have the Cape Floristic Region, which falls entirely within our boundaries; the Succulent Karoo, which we share with our neighbor Namibia, occurs in the dry interior and along the western coast; and in the east, we have the Maputoland-Pondoland hotspot, which also extends into Mozambique and Swaziland. 

Our seas straddle three oceans: the Atlantic, the Indian and the Southern Oceans. These include an exceptional range of habitats, from cool-water kelp forests to tropical coral reefs. Our southern African coast is home to almost 15 percent of all known coastal marine species. 

One of the most important recent achievements in addressing South African biodiversity concerns was the publication last year of the National Spatial Biodiversity Assessment, a partnership between our Department and the South African National Biodiversity Institute. 

The assessment revealed that 34 percent of our terrestrial ecosystems are threatened with five percent critically endangered; 82 percent of our 120 main rivers are threatened; and 44 percent are critically endangered. Three of our 13 groups of estuarine biodiversity are in critical danger; with 12 percent of marine bio-zones under serious threat. 

Given the geographic spread and extraordinary diversity of our plant and animal species, it is impossible to conserve the majority of species and ecosystems through a traditional protected areas approach alone. Up to 80 percent of our significant biodiversity lies outside of the current protected area framework. 

So, to conserve this rich diversity, it is necessary to integrate biodiversity priorities into the policies, plans and programs of all South Africans. 

We have the dual responsibility to respond to the challenges of safeguarding biological resources, whilst at the same time meeting our country’s many developmental needs. We recognize that sustained economic and social development depends on wise management and protection of the environment. 

But we also know that we will not be able to safeguard the environment if people remain hungry and without jobs. Biodiversity has an economic value that is often underestimated. Intelligently mobilized it can serve the cause of development and poverty alleviation. 

Mainstreaming provides us with an approach through which conservation and biodiversity can be used as a driver for development, and to leverage economic and social gains. We recognize that biodiversity is not the primary concern of many communities, but all day-to-day activities impact significantly on it. It is therefore essential for biodiversity and biodiversity protection to be popularized throughout society. 

To reinforce the protection of our natural heritage, and in keeping with our commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity, I am very pleased today to officially launch the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) which will guide our conservation and management of biodiversity, and help us to ensure sustainable and equitable benefits for all communities. 

The NBSAP highlights five primary strategic objectives like the need for a network of protected areas that conserves a representative sample of all South African biodiversity; and the need for human development to be enhanced through sustainable use of biodiversity. 

It then specifies a range of activities to realize each these objectives, and sets five and 15 year targets for each. 

It also provides for the entrenching of biodiversity considerations in our production sectors, for example the agricultural, forestry and mining industries. These objectives focus on two aspects: firstly, the inclusion of biodiversity priorities into guidelines and best-practice codes to reduce negative impacts on biodiversity, and, secondly, measures to encourage sustainable production practices. 

The NBSAP will now inform the creation, in law, of a National Biodiversity Framework to ensure an integrated, co-ordinated and consistent approach to biodiversity management by organs of state in all spheres of government, nongovernmental organizations, the private sector, local communities, other stakeholders and the public. 

The publishing of this framework will mark the first time that an ecosystem approach to biodiversity management will be introduced and secured in South African law. 

Turning paper strategies into action on the ground requires a supportive legal environment and associated institutional capacity, but ultimately it is the commitment and partnership of all South Africans that will determine our success in these endeavors. 

We have the responsibility to ensure that our country becomes and remains a living ark. Our communities must stand as the custodians of conservation and the guarantors of biological diversity.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Fishing 'major threat' to turtles 

By Richard Black
23.5.2006


The endangered loggerhead turtle may face a greater threat than previously realised from longline fishing. 
Researchers found that many turtles spend considerably longer in the open ocean, where longline boats operate, than earlier studies had indicated. 

The boats aim to catch big predatory fish such as tuna and marlin, but accidentally snare other species including turtles and albatrosses. 

The new research is published in the journal Current Biology. 

Until now scientists have believed that young turtles live in the open ocean, but change to a coastal habitat when they reach a certain size. 

But researchers working in Cape Verde found that most adults nesting there retain their open water behaviour, with the attendant risk posed by longline boats. 

"The bottom line is that we thought juveniles experienced this risk out in the open ocean with longline fisheries," said Brendan Godley from the University of Exeter. 

"We thought that if you got them past that, then unless they're being taken by inshore fisheries, you're OK," he told the BBC News website. 

"But now you've got adults exposed to longline fisheries, which is very worrying." 

Twin lives 
Longline boats trail fishing lines tens of kilometres long, with baited hooks at regular intervals to catch some of the biggest and most powerful fish in the oceans. 

Sea birds and turtles are among the other creatures caught accidentally. 

With several thousand longline boats in operation, US scientist Larry Crowder has calculated that 1.8m hooks are set each night, and that a loggerhead turtle has about a 50% chance of encountering one each year. 

Loggerheads (Caretta caretta) are categorised as Endangered on the internationally-recognised Red List of Threatened Species. 

In theory, the turtles should be safe from longline vessels once they reach maturity, with research indicating that at an age of about 15 and a length of about 50cm they swap open water for a coastal environment. 

"[The young ones] venture out into the open ocean, and that's thought to be because they hide in the open - the shore environment is the worst place to be for predatory fish," said Dr Godley. 

"Then, we thought, they would grow to a size where if they come near to the shore they can deal with it, diving to 20 or 30 feet (six to 10 metres) [to hide from predators]. We always thought they moved into the inshore environment because the food supply is more reliable." 

Using satellite transmitters placed on the turtles to follow their movements - a technique pioneered by the conservation group seaturtle.org, which co-funded the research - the team found that most of the adults did not make this switch. 

Bigger individuals did, while smaller ones stayed away from the shore. 

This means, the researchers say, that attempts to conserve them will have to focus even more closely on longline boats. 

Bird conservation groups have developed a set of simple measures which they say can substantially reduce the annual bycatch of albatross, thought to number about 100,000. 

These include trailing streamers behind the boats to scare birds away, weighting hooks so they stay below the surface, and fishing at night. 

A similar set of measures to discourage loggerheads may not be so easy to develop, though keeping hooks deeper than the turtles usually dive may be one option, as may using blue-coloured bait, which they do not see as easily. 

__________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde: Pas d'accord entre les ministres européens sur la pêche
23.05.06 

Les ministres de l'Union européenne chargés du secteur de la pêche, incapables de se réconcilier entre pays du Sud et pays du Nord, ne sont pas parvenus, pour la deuxième fois en moins d'un an, à s'entendre sur les moyens de financer un programme de soutien au secteur halieutique en difficulté. Les 25 Etats membres ont échoué à se mettre d'accord sur le nouveau Fonds européen pour la pêche (FEP) destiné à organiser les aides au secteur halieutique, malgré des négociations tardives à Bruxelles dans la nuit du lundi 22 mai. 

Peu après minuit, la présidence autrichienne de l'UE a sonné la fin des débats, constatant qu'une minorité de blocage empêchait un accord à la majorité requise. "Nous avons essayé de trouver un compromis pour une pêche durable, nous avons travaillé dur", mais sans succès, a déclaré le ministre autrichien de l'agriculture et de la pêche, Josef Pröll.

L'Allemagne, le Royaume-Uni et la Belgique se sont opposés au compromis présenté par la présidence et la Commission, tandis que la Pologne s'est abstenue, l'ensemble formant une minorité de blocage, a-t-il expliqué. "Il n'y avait plus de possibilités de négocier", a ajouté M. Pröll.

"AMIS DU POISSON" CONTRE "AMIS DE LA PÊCHE"
Entre le groupe de pays "amis du poisson" emmené par l'Allemagne et très soucieux des questions écologiques, et le groupe des "amis de la pêche" composé des pays méditerranéens qui comptent d'importants secteurs halieutiques, le compromis n'a pas été possible. Les amis du poisson insistaient sur la baisse des capacités de pêche pour préserver la biodiversité et les ressources, tandis que les "amis de la pêche" voulaient avant tout préserver leur industrie halieutique. La Pologne, nouvel Etat membre de l'UE depuis 2004, souhaitait encore davantage d'aides pour moderniser sa flotte.

La Commission européenne s'est, elle, déclarée "surprise" par l'échec des négociations. "On avait un bon compromis, équilibré, qui permettait de donner des aides au secteur [de la pêche] pour se restructurer et devenir compétitif, mais qui donnait aussi des bonnes garanties pour ne pas augmenter les capacités de pêche et donc protéger l'environnement", a expliqué Mireille Thom, porte-parole du commissaire européen à la pêche, Joe Borg.

RISQUE SUR LES AIDES COMMUNAUTAIRES
Le projet de FEP présenté par la Commission, après de larges consultations auprès des pêcheurs et des Etats membres, vise à aider à la modernisation et à la restructuration de l'industrie de la pêche, déclinante en raison de la baisse constante des ressources en poisson. Le Fonds veut aussi encourager la valorisation de la pêche par la transformation et la commercialisation de produits finis, ainsi que la diversification des régions côtières vers l'aquaculture et le développement d'autres activités de substitution. Doté d'un budget – déjà voté – de 3,8 milliards d'euros sur la période 2007-2013, il doit remplacer le système actuel, l'Instrument financier d'orientation de la pêche (IFOP), créé en 2000 et qui arrive à échéance à la fin de l'année.

Mais faute d'accord, "il n'est pas évident" désormais que des aides communautaires puissent être accordées aux pêcheurs à partir du 1er janvier 2007, a indiqué une source diplomatique française, qui s'est aussi déclarée "déçue". "Nous sommes déçus car on perd du temps", et cela "entraînera un retard dans la mise en place du Fonds européen pour la pêche", a-t-elle ajouté. Les négociations sur le FEP devraient désormais être renvoyées à l'automne, sous présidence finlandaise, ont précisé des sources communautaires.

Avec AFP et Reuters


L'ONU se penche sur les réserves mondiales de poisson
Les Nations unies ont donné, lundi 22 mai, le coup d'envoi d'une conférence de quatre jours destinée à examiner les moyens de renforcer la loi internationale pour mieux protéger les réserves mondiales de poisson, qui diminuent sérieusement du fait de la surpêche.

Le Fonds mondial pour la nature (WWF) accuse les organisations internationales de la pêche en haute mer de n'avoir pas réussi à empêcher la surpêche et le "blanchiment" des poissons, une activité frauduleuse qui consiste à introduire sur le marché légal des prises faites en dehors des quotas légaux. 

L'Organisation de l'ONU pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture (FAO) estime qu'en 2004, environ 25 % des stocks qu'elle surveille ont été surexploités (17 %), épuisés (7 %) ou en voie de reconstitution (1 %). – (Avec AFP.)

__________________________________________________________________________
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UAE

15-year-old vehicles likely to be banned


DUBAI — In a bid to reduce the rising pollution levels in Dubai, the Roads Transport Authority has proposed a regulation not to renew registration of cars that are more than 15 years' old, an official at the RTA told Khaleej Times. 

The proposal follows the results of recent studies conducted by the Strategic Planning Department for Transport at the Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) in Dubai which showed that vehicles contribute to 80 per cent of environment pollution in the emirate, followed by factories. Vehicles that are over 15 years' old emit higher amount of carbon dioxide and hydrocarbons, according to experts.

The studies indicate that factories are known to be a greater source of pollution in other GCC countries. The studies were supervised and monitored by Salem Al Shafei, Director of Strategic Planning for Transport.

Other alternatives proposed by RTA to keep the pollution levels in check include limiting the use of private vehicles and switching to public transport, using natural gas instead of other fuels like petrol and diesel and using equipment like catalytic converters and exhaust filters.

The RTA also has plans to regularly inspect vehicles for their pollution levels, which would be set following the adoption of international standards shortly.

“The number of cars registered last year stood at 6,25,000, signifying a 10 per cent increase over the last few years,” Salem Al Shafei revealed. He noted that the gases emitted from vehicles include carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and huge amounts of lead.

“These gases cause various respiratory disorders and even lung cancer due to their high toxic levels. Frequent braking and speeding also contribute to increased emissions from vehicles,” he added.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2006/may/theuae_may883.xml
Ras Al Khor sanctuary to have visitors' centre


DUBAI — A Dh10 million Visitors' Centre will be built at the Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary to educate people on UAE's biodiversity, Dubai Municipality announced yesterday. 

The centre will also act as a comprehensive reference point for providing updated information on the country's environment, said Hamdan Al Shaer, Director of Environment Department at the municipality.

He made the announcement on the sidelines of a one-day exhibition organised by the civic body to celebrate the International Bio-Diversity Day which falls on May 22 every year. This year, the day was observed worldwide under the banner "Protect Biodiversity in Dry Lands".

The exhibition, organised in co-operation with the Environment and Protected Areas Authority (EPAA) of Sharjah, was inaugurated by Abdullah Rafia, Assistant Director General of Dubai Municipality for Environment and Public Health Affairs. The exhibition showcased specimen plants from the country's drylands.

Al Shaer said the proposed Visitors' Centre, which would be located at the end-point of Ras Al Khor sanctuary, would consist of permanent exhibitions for the country's biodiversity including specimens of desert plants, trees and other fauna and flora of the UAE.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2006/may/theuae_may871.xml
Jordan

A Campaign to Monitor Car Emissions

The Ministry of Environment organized a campaign in order to monitor the car gas emissions. They started to distribute cards to the drivers mentioning that “How many persons you have killed today?” The campaign aims to enhance the benefits of frequent maintenance to the cars in order to protect the environment and the public health. The cards have information about the quality of gas emissions, and its impact on the human being. Moreover, the Ministry established an Environmental Police, that will start their duties next September, and they will issue tickets for dumping wastes from cars, and dumping chemical wastes, and other violations.

http://www.sana.org/indexa12a0387abf1e621bbc8e6defc281bfb.html
Syria

Seminar on Solid Waste

The Ministry of Environment and Local Administration organized a Seminar on Solid Waste Management in coordination with Heegab Swedish Company. The aim of the seminar is to discuss the Swedish experience in this field. The Undersecretary highlighted the importance of discussing the environmental issues especially that related to the daily life practices like drinking water and the solid waste management.  

http://www.sana.org/indexc7bff050f5ee8f56a5001fdb490eea94.html
Kuwait

	EPA aims to turn local media 'green'
  

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA) held the Second Training Cultural Course for Environmental Media from May 20 to 23. Yesterday, the closing ceremony was held at the Holiday Inn Hotel, where an awards ceremony for speakers and attendees was held. This course was held under the auspices of Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the First Deputy Prime Minister, the Minister of Interior, the Minister of Defence and the Chairman of the Environmental High Council. 
More than 50 people from press, media and other authorities attended this four-day course. Everyday, several lectures were presented by specialists from the field from different countries. This course was held in cooperation with the Kuwait Journalists' Association (KJA), the Ministry of Planning and the United Nation Development Program (UNDP).
The course discussed different issues affecting the environment. One of the most important points discussed was the idea of environmental information. This topic included obstacles in getting information, as reliable sources of information are both the most important but difficult to acquire. The lecture also dealt with environmental rights and the international agreements signed about this issue. 
Other topics were discussed during the rest of the lectures. The second lecture discussed of role of the press reportage from different points of view. It also discussed the press message, ways of reaching people, and the goals of connecting with the public. It also discussed some definitions of environmental media and its goals. The lecture highlighted preparing articles, reports, news, analyses, comment and other topics important for journalists. 
Dr Husni Al-Khardaji, the head of the Water and Environment Team of United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western spoke at the concluding ceremony. 

	

	


 http://www.kuwaittimes.net/Navariednews.asp?dismode=article&artid=667294585
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE

DAILY NEWS
23 May, 2006

===================================================================

IN CALL TO SUDAN’S PRESIDENT, ANNAN SEEKS COOPERATION ON UN DARFUR

ASSESSMENT

As two United Nations envoys arrived in Khartoum for talks with Sudanese

officials in a bid to gain access to Darfur for a UN team assessing

conditions for a possible peacekeeping operation there, Secretary-General

Kofi Annan today spoke with the country’s President seeking support for the deployment.

During his phone conversation with President Omar Hassan Ahmed al-Bashir,

Mr. Annan “told him he hoped to see the UN assessment mission to be

dispatched as soon as possible and sought the cooperation and support of

the Sudanese Government to that end,” UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told

reporters in New York.

The Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution on 16 May under

Chapter VII of the Charter, which allows for enforcement measures, calling

for such a team to be deployed within a week. So far, Sudan has not given a

green light for the assessment team to deploy.

The Secretary-General, who had previously written to President al-Bashir

seeking his support for a stronger UN force to replace the 7,000-memberAU

mission (AMIS) deployed in Darfur, made the call as Special Envoy Lakhdar

Brahimi and Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi

Annabi held preliminary meetings today in Khartoum with the Deputy Foreign

Minister, the Speaker of the National Assembly and a number of

parliamentarians, as well as the Head of the African Union in Sudan.

The two UN envoys will be meeting other senior government officials on

Wednesday and Thursday, according to Mr. Dujarric, who said “President

Bashir told the Secretary-General that after his discussions with Mr.

Brahimi he would discuss with the Government this matter and it would be

decided upon by the Government shortly.”

During their conversation, Mr. Annan also reiterated to President Bashir

the need for all parties to respect the peace agreement reached earlier

this month between the Government and one of the rebel groups operating in

Darfur, where fighting between the Government, pro-government militias and

rebels has killed scores of thousands of people and uprooted 2 million more

in the last three years.

Meanwhile, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Jean-Marie Guéhenno

told reporters in New York today that the deployment of an assessment

mission is “very important because it is essential that there is an

understanding between the Government of National Unity and the United

Nations on what the role of the United Nations would be in Darfur.”

He emphasized that for a UN mission in Darfur to be successful, all parties

must comprehend its mandate. “It will not be successful unless we have that

understanding,” he cautioned, adding that “explaining what the mission

could do, would do, in Darfur, is very important to move forward.”

Asked whether States were prepared to contribute personnel to a UN mission

in Darfur, the peacekeeping chief said a number “have expressed a measure

of interest” but noted that none would make a commitment in the absence of

a Security Council mandate and clear information about the situation on the

ground. “No country is going to start spending money preparing its troops

for a possible deployment until it knows that this deployment is going to

happen for real,” he said.

Mr. Guéhenno also underscored the importance of a comprehensive approach to

addressing the Darfur conflict. “The troops, by themselves, cannot be the

full answer. There has to be a political process that the troops support,” he said.

* * *

UN OFFICIAL CALLS FOR CAUTION IN DECIDING FUTURE OF UN ETHIOPIA-ERITREA MISSION

With the United Nations Security Council considering whether or not to

reduce the role of the peacekeeping United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and

Eritrea (UNMEE) in calming border tensions between the two Horn of Africa

countries, a senior UN official today urged prudence in charting a future course.

After a closed-door Council meeting, Under-Secretary-General Jean-Marie

Guéhenno told reporters: “I think it is important at this critical stage in

Ethiopia Eritrea to exert some measure of caution. The mission serves an

important role.”

By a unanimous vote last week Monday, the Council decided that if the

parties had not fully complied with a resolution calling on them to accept

the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission decision demarcating the border by

the time a meeting of that body ended the same week, it would “adjust the

mandate and troop level” of the more than 3,000-strong UNMEE by the end of the month.

The armed forces of the two countries fought a 1998-2000 border war, but

Ethiopia has not accepted the border delineated in 2002, awarding Badme,

the town that triggered the fierce fighting, to Eritrea. Eritrea has

intensified its criticisms of the UN for not forcing Ethiopia to accept the

Commission’s final and binding decisions, has restricted UNMEE’s movements

by land and air, and has twice detained the mission’s Eritrean staff members.

Mr. Guéhenno noted that UNMEE has helped to prevent a resumption of

conflict between the two countries, thereby making a very significant

contribution to peace.

Even if UNMEE’s capability is not what it should be for monitoring the

buffer Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), it could make an important

contribution to the security of the demarcation teams, if the demarcation

gets started, he said.

“So that’s what the Security Council is going to weigh. I hope it will be

cautious,” he said. “I think there are risks that will need to be weighed.”

* * *

CHINA HAS MAJOR ROLE TO PLAY IN ENSURING FAIR GLOBALIZATION,

MULTILATERALISM – ANNAN

In the third of his lectures at Asian universities, Secretary-General Kofi

Annan told Beijing students today that China’s engagement with the United

Nations was essential as the world faces the challenges of achieving fair

globalization, promoting multilateralism and protecting the human rights of

all people in every country on earth.

Mr. Annan also stressed that during his current visit to Japan, the

Republic of Korea, and now China he had noted the deep and multi-layered

ties between the three countries and was encouraged by the desire of

leaders of all three to have better relations.

He suggested that the three pool their efforts on issues of common concern,

such as protecting the environment in this part of the world and advancing

a Green Revolution in Africa, so as to help pave the way for improved

relations, and in doing so help them to realize their immense individual

and collective potential.

“The UN family looks forward to an ever more engaged partnership with China

in the years to come,” he said at Peking University. “Here at home, we are

determined to help your great country realize the tremendous promise it

holds. And in the international arena, we can provide an essential platform

as China continues to go global.”

Mr. Annan, who has already addressed university students in Seoul, Republic

of Korea, and Tokyo, Japan, on his five-nation Asian trip, paid tribute to

China’s achievements, from its progress “on a scale that is unprecedented

in human history” in reducing poverty to its “pioneering role” in

cooperation with other developing countries.

“China’s performance will have an increasingly profound effect on the

ability of the world as a whole to reach the Millennium Development Goals,”

he said, referring to the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000

to slash a host of the world’s ills, such as extreme hunger and poverty,

high infant and maternal mortality and lack of access to education and

health care, all by 2015.

He noted that China is already on its way to meeting most of the Goals.

“Yet huge challenges remain,” he said. “Somehow, the rural poor must be

enabled to share in China's amazing economic growth. Urgent efforts are

needed to fight the spread of HIV/AIDS. And measures to protect the

environment are equally crucial.”

He stressed to his young listeners that they will enter a world shaped by

globalization: what happens in one country affects others, whether it be

epidemics, environmental degradation, nuclear proliferation and terrorism

that challenge everyone, or scientific breakthroughs, information

technology and economic integration that can benefit all.

“The biggest challenge facing your generation is to ensure that

globalization becomes a force for good - a force that works not only for

the privileged few, but for all humankind,” he said, noting that his talks

with Chinese leaders showed the breadth of China’s role in the world and

the importance of China's engagement with the UN.

“We discussed the fundamental importance of multilateralism and the

irreplaceable role of the UN, as well as the need to deliver concrete

reform results on everything from the development agenda and the Millennium

Development Goals to peacebuilding, strengthening human rights work,

management reform, the mandate review and counter-terrorism,” he added.

“On all the issues confronting us, we look forward to working together with

young people like you, who represent the future of China,” he concluded.

“Your determination will be crucial as you build on the achievements of

your leaders. And China's future is fundamental to the future of the world.”

Mr. Annan, who came to Asia from Vienna, where he attended a European

Union-Latin American summit, has arrived in Viet Nam and travels from there to Thailand.

* * *

B’NAI B’RITH HAS ROLE IN PROMOTING SOLUTION TO MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT – ANNAN

In facing global challenges including the Middle East conflict, the world

needs B’nai B’rith and groups like it to be engaged across the

international agenda, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said in a message to

the organization.

Addressing the B’nai B’rith International Annual Mission to the UN in New

York on Monday on Mr. Annan’s behalf, Angela Kane,

Assistant-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, said participants had

come to the world body “at a time when the United Nations and the Jewish

community continue to move closer together.”

The UN, said Mr. Annan in his message, “is fully engaged in the struggle

against anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination.” He cited last

year’s General Assembly special session to mark the sixtieth anniversary of

the liberation of the Nazi death camps and this year’s first commemoration

of an annual international day of remembrance for the victims of the Holocaust.

“The United Nations is, I hope and believe, what it always should be – a

place where Jews and the State of Israel can feel at home,” he said.

“We should be pleased about these developments, because our world faces

immense challenges, and we need B’nai B’rith and groups like it to be

engaged across the global agenda,” Mr. Annan stressed. Among others, he

said their input is crucial in such areas as human rights, the prevention

of genocide and other crimes against humanity, and tackling the Middle East conflict.

“B’nai B’rith also has a continuing role to play in promoting a just,

lasting and comprehensive solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” he

said, stressing that the UN, with its partners in the Quartet, “remains

strongly committed to the goal of two States, Israel and Palestine, living

side by side, within secure borders, in peace and with mutual respect.”

The diplomatic Quartet, a key international partnership in the Middle East

peace process, comprises the UN, European Union (EU), Russia and the United States.

* * *

UN AGENCY’S ‘AIDS CLOCK’ TICKS TO REPRESENT PANDEMIC’S TOLL

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has relaunched its AIDS Clock,

an exhibit that has been counting the relentless toll of the epidemic since 1997.

“The AIDS Clock reminds us of how pressing our work is,” said UNFPA

Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid. “The clock ticks louder as the

number of people living with HIV increases. Behind each number is a face, a

family and a circle of loved ones who are also affected.”

When UNFPA first unveiled the AIDS Clock just under a decade ago, it

registered some 24 million people living with HIV. In the intervening

period, most of those people have died, and millions more have become infected.

In 1999, UNFPA launched the AIDS Clock as a web-based exhibit, and has

recently revised and expanded its reach in a bid to symbolize the

epidemic’s scale and the urgent response it demands.

“Our goal is to slow down, and eventually turn back the AIDS Clock,” said

the UNFPA chief. “Preventing HIV is the key.”

More than 65 million people have been infected with HIV since AIDS was

first detected 25 years ago. More than 25 million people have died, and an

estimated 40.3 million people are now living with HIV.

In addition to showing an estimate of the people living with HIV, the clock

links to regional figures, fact sheets and epidemiology trends, based on

information provided by the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). It

also provides links to some of the major campaigns that work to spread

awareness of the issue and mobilize effective responses.

* * *

UNICEF JOINS AFGHAN GOVERNMENT IN FIGHTING ADULT ILLITERACY

Responding to the plight of Afghanistan’s 8 million illiterate adults, more

than 200 literacy teacher trainees, the vast majority women, have embarked

upon tutor training programmes in three western provinces as part of a

joint Government-United Nations effort to improve reading skills among the

older generation.

With average adult literacy in the war-torn country estimated at just 43

per cent, and female literacy at only 14 per cent, the new initiative is

critical to improving not only literacy levels, but also supporting

long-term progress in the economic and social sectors, the UN Children’s

Fund (UNICEF) said.

The first training session in the west was launched in Heart province last

Wednesday with 138 new tutors starting a week-long programme to enhance

their teaching skills. The programme got underway on Thursday in Farah

province, supporting 55 literacy teachers, while on Saturday a third course

began in Badghis province for a further 45 new tutors.

The training programmes, supported by UNICEF, will expand to Ghor province

later this month, with the aim of reaching a total of 300 literacy teachers

in the western provinces. The literacy courses themselves will start in the

west in June, benefiting 7,500 people, mostly women.

Nationally, the literacy programme aims to reach 160,000 adults this year,

the majority women. To date in 2006, 26,500 people have already enrolled in

literacy courses around the country through the joint programme. So far,

180 of the literacy teacher trainees are themselves women.

The Joint Programme on Adult Functional Literacy is a partnership between

the Government and UN agencies including UNICEF, the UN Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the UN World Food Programme

(WFP) and the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). The UN Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) also supports literacy programmes in one province.

The Programme has set itself a goal of increasing adult literacy levels by

50 per cent over the next three years, in line with national development targets.

High levels of illiteracy are known to contribute to Afghans’ diminished

livelihoods, and constrained economic and social development, while

illiteracy amongst women is a major factor in the alarming rates of

maternal mortality.

UNICEF believes that by increasing particularly women’s literacy, there are

improved prospects for reduced maternal deaths, improved child care, and

more opportunities for women to enter essential professions such as

teaching, medicine and social work, where women are severely

under-represented at present.

* * *

SRI LANKA: UN’S TOP RIGHTS CHIEF VOICES CONCERN OVER KILLINGS OF CIVILIANS

Voicing deep concern about increasing killings of civilians, including

children, in Sri Lanka, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights today urged the parties to take immediate steps to defuse the

violence, resume dialogue and strengthen measures to protect against abuses.

“These violations are not only ceasefire violations, but also serious

breaches of international human rights and humanitarian law,” Louise Arbour

said in a statement released in Geneva.

She stressed that the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have obligations beyond the Ceasefire Agreement to

respect basic human rights and humanitarian norms – regardless of the

status of the Ceasefire Agreement and whether the country is at peace or war.

Paramount among these is respect for the right to life, said the High

Commissioner, noting the concerns raised by a UN independent expert on

extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary killings who recently reported that

both civilians and members of the security forces taking no active part in

hostilities are being targeted.

“I recommend that the Government of Sri Lanka seek international police and

forensic support for investigations into killings to ensure justice and

accountability,” she said.

The High Commissioner urged the parties to take immediate steps to

de-escalate the violence, resume dialogue and strengthen the monitoring and

protection of human rights.

The High Commissioner also expressed concern about recent threats and

obstruction to the work of the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission, which consists

of Nordic countries and was set up by a cease fire agreement brokered by

Norway in 2002. She urged the parties to give it their fullest cooperation

and reinforce its capacity to respond to violations.

* * *

UN-BACKED CONFERENCE SEEKS TO STEM DEATH TOLL IN MIGRATION FROM AFRICA TO SPAIN

Faced with a rising death toll at sea among migrants seeking to reach Spain

from Africa, the United Nations refugee agency today sponsored a conference

in Madrid to promote practical and effective cooperation between

Mediterranean States to tackle the humanitarian and protection aspects of

irregular migration.

“Thousands of lives have been lost over the last decade,” UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news

briefing in Geneva. “The rising death toll at sea stemming from movements

from North Africa has put the issue of irregular migration on the

international agenda.”

The conference – Rescue at Sea and Maritime Interception in the

Mediterranean – has been organized by UNHCR with funding from the European

Union and aims to foster greater understanding of the dynamics of maritime movements.

“People taking the perilous sea journey, crammed in unseaworthy vessels, do

so for a variety of reasons,” Ms. Pagonis said. “Although the majority tend

to be economic migrants, a proportion of those travelling across the

Mediterranean – and, inevitably, of those dying in the attempt – are refugees.”

UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, Erika Feller, in Madrid

for the opening of the conference, will also visit the Canary Islands

where, in recent weeks, hundreds of people have arrived by sea from North

Africa. She is due to meet with local authorities and visit recent arrivals

at a reception centre in Las Palmas.

Last week, Ms. Feller was in Mauritania, where she discussed with the

authorities how and where UNHCR can contribute to better management of the problem.

UNHCR sees itself as a partner in a broad collaborative response to the

challenges posed by mixed flows of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees.

These challenges demand responses which address the specific needs and

rights of the individuals involved, including the prompt identification of

those in need of international protection.

* * *

ADVISORY GROUP OF NEW UN DISASTER RELIEF FUND HOLDS INAUGURAL SESSION

The landmark United Nations fund set up to jump-start relief operations for

natural and man-made disasters, and save thousands of lives that would

otherwise be lost to delay, moved a step further towards consolidation

today with the inaugural meeting of its Advisory Group.

In the two and a half months since its launch, more than $261 million has

been pledged by 41 Member States and two private sector organizations

towards the $450-million target of the Central Emergency Response Fund

(CERF), which replaces the previous mechanism that only had $50 million in resources.

The 12-member Advisory Group, consisting of experts who serve in their

individual capacities, is mandated to provide Secretary-General Kofi Annan

with periodic policy guidance and expert advice on the use and impact of the CERF.

Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch Brown welcomed the Group members into

their new positions and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs

Jan Egeland briefed them on how the CERF had been used since its 8 March

launch. To date, allocations have been or are being considered for 15

emergencies, nearly all in Africa.

The CERF will save lives by providing quick initial funding for life-saving

aid and rapid response in sudden onset emergencies, rapid deteriorations,

and neglected emergencies. It will be used to help redress the existing

imbalance in global aid distribution, as a result of which millions of

people in so-called neglected or forgotten crises remain in need, while

others benefit from better-funded programmes.

Underscoring the importance of the new initiative, UN officials note that

under the old revolving fund it took four months between the lifting of

access restrictions in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region and the commitment

of funds for a relief appeal. In the meantime, the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) climbed to 1.6 million and mortality rates rose above emergency levels.

As its first order of business, the Advisory Group today elected Marika

Fahlen, Special Envoy/Advisor on the Horn of Africa for the Swedish

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as Chairperson.

Barbara Carby, Director General of the Office of Disaster Preparedness and

Emergency Management of Jamaica, and Sipho George Nene, Deputy

Director-General of the Multilateral Branch of the Department for Foreign

Affairs of South Africa, were elected Vice-Chairs.

* * *

2,000 REFUGES POUR INTO THAILAND FROM MYANMAR, CITING CONFLICT AND ABUSES – UN

Some 2,000 refugees from Myanmar have flooded into Thailand over the last

three months, citing renewed conflict and human rights abuses in Kayin

state, with 400 crossing the border last week alone and more expected, the

United Nations refugee agency reported today.

“The predominantly ethnic Karen refugees say their houses and villages have

been burned and civilians killed,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva of the

newcomers, who join 140,000 Myanmar refugees already living in nine border

camps in Thailand, many of them for up to 20 years.

“Many are very weak and suffering from illnesses such as malaria after a

long, dangerous journey to the camps through heavily land-mined areas. Some

also report that they had difficulties crossing the Thai border due to

strengthened border controls,” she said.

UNHCR is expecting more refugees to seek safety in Thailand in the coming

weeks. Many in the current influx passed through the Eh Htu Hta camp for

internally displaced people (IDPs), just on the other side of the border in Myanmar.

There, they say, hundreds more displaced Karen villagers are living in

desperate conditions. The IDPs are reportedly waiting to see whether

conditions in their home areas improve so that they can return. Otherwise,

they may try to cross over, too.

UNHCR is working with the Thai Government and non-governmental

organizations (NGOs) to ensure that the new arrivals are admitted to the

camps and are provided with adequate shelter and protection.

Shelter has been a major concern as the capacity in some camps has been

overwhelmed and refugees have been forced to live in makeshift shelters

made of plastic sheeting which can’t withstand the heavy rains that affect

the area. In a breakthrough last week, Thai authorities agreed that proper

houses will be built to accommodate the new arrivals.

Last week, UN human rights experts called on the Government of Myanmar to

urgently halt counter-insurgency military operations targeting civilians

which have led to the forcible eviction and displacement of thousands of

ethnic minority villagers in Karen state.

* * *

UN AGENCY LAUNCHES NEW INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE MONITORING OF WORLD’S FISHERIES

Joining hands with several other organizations, the United Nations Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) today launched a new initiative to gather

and maintain standardized information on the world’s fish stock.

The new integrated system will strengthen global collaboration on

responsible fishing, FAO officials told an international meeting on

fisheries policies being held at UN Headquarters in New York this week.

The launch comes amid growing concern over the disappearance of certain

species of fish, including highly migratory oceanic sharks and tuna, as a

result of a marked increase in the catches on the high seas.

FAO officials said as many as 10 different organizations have already

agreed to contribute data to the Fisheries Resources Management System

(FIRMS), a global aquatic resource monitoring system, and that many more

are also expected to join the initiative soon.

Currently, FIRMS gathers information from various regional fisheries

management organizations, FAO and other agencies, and turns it into a

“comprehensive, one-stop source of information on world fisheries,” the

agency said. This includes data on catches and stock levels, fleet

activities, fishing mortality and biomass trends.

“As more data are input and more partners join this collaborative effort, a

full review of world fisheries will emerge that will add a high level of

extra detail to regular reports on fishery resources,” said Richard

Grainger, FAO’s chief of fisheries information and statistics.

Noting that there are a “lot of inaccuracies floating around out there,”

Granger said the joint initiative will create an “authoritative, unique and

highly reliable” source of information on world fisheries.

Meanwhile, participants of the week-long meeting, set to conclude on

Friday, are trying to focus their attention on the implementation of the

1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement, which aims to ensure responsible fishing of

highly migratory fish and other resources which straddle the boundaries

between national jurisdiction and the high seas.

So far only 57 countries have signed on to the Agreement while six of the

world’s top 10 fish producing countries have given no indication of plans

to endorse it. Among them are Japan and China, which have expressed certain

reservations, but participants said there are signs that they would be joining soon.

“The level of participation needs to grow to give the Agreement broader

support,” said David Doulman of FAO’s Fisheries Department.Mr. Doulman and

others also emphasized the need for increased assistance to developing

countries so that they could fully meet their obligations under the agreement.

One of the most contentious issues that have emerged during the meeting on

fisheries is how to stop over-fishing by commercial use of bottom-crawling

that many believe is responsible for wiping out valuable species.

“There are many proposals to put a limit on capacity,” said David Balton,

the Chairman of the Conference, at a news briefing today about the issue of

bottom crawling and its possible adverse affects on the marine environment.

Industry representatives participating in the Conference defend the use of

bottom crawling, but environmental groups say they are extremely concerned

about its impact on the marine ecosystem, and are calling for a moratorium.

“We are in favour of an interim prohibition,” Harlan Cohen of the World

Conservation Union (IUCN) told reporters. “While the science is being done,

we don’t know fully what the effects are.”

“It makes no sense,” said Javier Garat Perez, Vice President of the

International Coalition of Fisheries Association, in response. “It’s not a

solution,” he said, suggesting that instead of placing a moratorium on

bottom crawling, governments should take steps to curb illegal fishing.

The issue is likely to be taken up by the UN General Assembly when it meet

in New York this coming September, Mr. Balton said.

* * *

INFRASTRUCTURE LOAN FROM UN AGRICULTURAL FUND TO REPUBLIC OF CONGO WILL BENEFIT 160,000

A loan of more than $8 million to the Republic of Congo will help

strengthen markets and financial services and improve agricultural

production, benefiting tens of thousands of people in three provinces,

according to an agreement signed in Rome today, the United Nations

agricultural fund said.

About 15,000 households will benefit by taking part directly in project

activities in the Rural Development Project in the Congolese departments of

Niari, Bouenza and Lékoumou, while another 160,000 people will benefit from

improvements in the physical and economic infrastructure, the International

Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) said.

The project will be funded partly by an IFAD loan of $8.4 million and

partly by $7.5 million in co-financing from the Organization of the

Petroleum Exporting Countries’ Fund for International Development (OPEC Fund).

The new funds will be used to rehabilitate roads, improve access to markets

and allow for the distribution of better quality seeds and planting

materials, especially disease-resistant cassava cuttings. The project will

also train farmers groups to boost their management and negotiating skills, IFAD said.

Although small farmers produce more than 90 per cent of the country’s food

by traditional methods, less than 2 per cent of arable land is being

cultivated and agricultural development has been neglected since the 1990s

civil conflict, the Fund noted.

* * *

ANNAN URGES CONTINUED INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT TO SOLIDIFY WEST AFRICAN STABILITY

While there have been some positive developments in four West African

countries that have recently been torn by conflict, United Nations

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged a group of interested States

working to bring peace and development to the troubled region to continue

their active support at this crucial juncture.

“I commend the role you are playing in promoting peace and reconciliation

in the Mano River Basin, and for your support of United Nations peace

operations in West Africa,” he said in a message delivered to the so-called

International Contact Group meeting in Vienna by his Special Representative

for Liberia, Alan Doss.

The group, which was set up in 2002 to deal originally with the Liberian

conflict and is co-chaired by the Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS) and Sweden, includes the European Union (EU), France, Germany,

Ghana, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The Mano River basin States are Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

“The Contact Group’s resolve has contributed greatly to the progress made

in establishing and consolidating peace in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and in

helping to keep the peace process in Côte d'Ivoire on track,” Mr. Annan

said, voicing gratitude to the donor community for assistance provided to these countries.

He noted that Liberia now has an opportunity to rebuild and pursue national

reconciliation since the election of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf but

that it still needed the continued support of the international community

in addressing a number of critical tasks such as the re-settlement of

ex-combatants, internally displaced persons and refugees, and the

reformation of the army and police. “I call on the Contact Group to

continue its active support in these crucial areas,” he said.

In Sierra Leone, the Government is making steady progress in consolidatingpeace. But to ensure lasting stability and development, the country will

need to continue its efforts to promote good governance, implement

long-term economic policies, tackle youth unemployment, strengthen the

judicial system and protect human rights. He urged the Group to provide

“encouragement and support” in overcoming these challenges.

In Côte d'Ivoire, the international community must now support the

Government’s efforts to kick-start the simultaneous processes of

identification and disarmament after the country was split in half between

the Government and rebels. “I encourage the Contact Group to press the

Ivorian parties to honour their obligations,” he said, adding that he hoped

that the Security Council will provide additional resources as the country

moved towards elections.

Finally in Guinea the political climate remains polarized, the

socio-economic situation continues to deteriorate, and any potential

spill-over could threaten gains towards peace in Liberia and Sierra Leone.

“I ask the Contact Group to continue to support the dialogue among the

various segments of Guinean society as they strive to reach consensus on

their country’s transitional arrangements,” Mr. Annan said.

* * *

VIOLENCE CONTINUES TO UNDERMINE HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAQ, UN MISSION SAYS

The ongoing insurgency, terrorist attacks and revenge killings by armed

groups in Iraq are increasingly targeting women, children and

professionals, including academics, judges and their relatives, while

military operations have also severely affected the enjoyment of human

rights, resulting in civilian deaths, the United Nations Assistance Mission

for the country (UNAMI) says in a report released today.

The Iraqi ministries, the judiciary, donor countries and the UN system have

strongly supported rule-of-law efforts to set up an independent national

human rights commission, but delays in forming a government have impeded

urgent action, particularly in setting out regulations and accountability

for the justice system, UNAMI says in its Human Rights Report covering the

period from March through April.

On the insurgency, UNAMI says: “Especially after the 22 February bombing

against the Al Askari shrine in Samarra, sectarian killings, intimidations

and threats have become one of the most significant forms of human rights

violation. As a result, the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs)

has increased considerably, affecting many communities and creating further

tensions and socio-economic problems.”

It also notes that “Ongoing military operations, especially in western and

central Iraq, have also severely affected the enjoyment of human rights and

have resulted, at times, in the loss of life of civilians.”

The Medico-Legal Institute in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, issued 1,294

death certificates in March and 1,155 in April, the report says. Most of

those deaths, which include only individuals who have not been identified

or whose death is violent or suspect, died as a result of gunshot wounds.

Targeted assassinations continued against politicians, members of the

public administration, including police, army and judges, other

professionals and people perceived to be associated with the Multinational

Forces (MNF), according to the report, with a resulting impact on the

functioning of key institutions, such as the judiciary.

UNAMI says the recent spike in assassinations of politicians’ relatives is

disturbing and cites three examples of politician’s siblings being targeted

and killed last month.

In addition to the bombing of mosques, churches and shrines, “with the

clear intent of fomenting sectarian animosity,” pilgrims going to the holy

city of Karbala for the celebration of Prophet Mohammed’s birthday in March

were targeted, resulting in 15 deaths and 50 wounded in Baghdad, Mahmoudiya and other towns.

Despite an appeal from 49 non-governmental organizations (NGOs), no

information has been received on the whereabouts of the head of the Iraqi

Human Rights Society, Ahmed Al-Mosawi, since his kidnapping on 6 March, it says.

Other human rights defenders from the Prisoners of War Organization and the

Association of Disabled Females were assassinated in front of their homes, UNAMI says.

Meanwhile, it says, “a new brand of violence has emerged, a mix of

organized crime and sectarian killings, increasingly attacking businesses.

Gunmen often wearing police uniforms have stormed numerous businesses since

the beginning of March resulting in of workers being kidnapped or killed

and money being stolen.”

The number of detainees has declined below the January-February figures,

but is still high and a source of discontent in the country, UNAMI says,

citing statistics from the Ministry of Human Rights, which reported that as

of 30 April, there were a total of 28,700 detainees – 15,387 in the custody

of the MNF; 7,727 held by the Ministry of Justice; 176 juveniles held by

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs; 5,077 held by the Ministry of

Interior and 333 by the Ministry of Defence.

* * *

SUDAN FALLING ‘FAR SHORT’ ON MANY OF ITS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITMENTS – UN REPORT

Sudanese authorities are failing to uphold many of the human rights

commitments made last year, especially in the Darfur conflict, where the

Government is unable and unwilling to hold perpetrators of international

crimes accountable, and the killing of civilians, raping of women and

girls, and pillaging of entire villages continues, according to a United

Nations report released today.

The report, issued by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

(OHCHR) in cooperation with the UN Mission in the Sudan (UNMIS) for

December 2005 to April 2006, cited torture in detention facilities in

Khartoum and Darfur as well as ill-treatment, detention, and harassment of

human rights advocates throughout the country.

The 27-page document said it was particularly alarming that the Government

had reverted to the use of helicopter gunships, and listed the reported use

of an airplane to drop bombs on a village in Gereida in Darfur as recently as 24 April.

It noted obstruction of the work of UNMIS human rights officers, urged

reform of the Government’s security apparatus to prevent it from committing

human rights violations with impunity, and called on the authorities to

continue initiatives they have taken to respect human rights.

“This should lead to the strengthening of a human rights infrastructure

that is capable of ending Sudan’s history of gross human rights violations.

At the centre of this project should be a strong, independent National

Human Rights Commission that provides oversight of and impartial advice to

the Government,” the report said.

“Almost one and a half years after the signing of the CPA, the Government

is falling far short of many of the human rights commitments it made,” it

added, referring to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in January

2005 between the Government and rebels who had waged a two-decades-long

separate war in southern Sudan.

Regarding the western Darfur region, where a peace agreement was signed

with one rebel faction in May, after the reporting period, OHCHR said the

conflict had reached a new level of violence, both in intensity and

frequency. Human rights violations continued as the conflict escalated and

there was a failure to protect civilians from attacks that included sexual

as well as to hold people accountable.

“As the killing of civilians, raping of women and girls, and pillaging of

entire villages continued in Darfur, so too did a culture of impunity,” the

report said of the desert region the size of France where scores of

thousands of people have been killed and 2 million more displaced in more

than three years of fighting.

“Domestic courts and other mechanisms purporting to address gross

violations of human rights and international humanitarian law were

superficial and inadequate. It appears that the ICC has a critical role to

play in Darfur in bringing to justice State officials, and militia and

rebel members alike,” it added, referring to the International Criminal

Court to which a UN inquiry has already referred 51 as-yet undisclosed

names for possible prosecution for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

An earlier UN inquiry found that there had been war crimes and crimes

against humanity committed by both sides, but primarily by Government

forces and pro-Government militias.

The report said that despite the establishment of three new special courts

in June and November 2005 which have the power to try serious Darfur

conflict-related crimes, such crimes were not being seriously investigated or prosecuted.

“It is especially important for the courts in Darfur to hold commanders

responsible, as they are the ones either ordering the violence or have the

power to stop unlawful actions by their subordinates,” it added.

* * *

UN-BACKED WALK AGAINST CHILD HUNGER SET 1.5 MILLION FEET TRAMPING WORLDWIDE

They came, they saw and they walked – the figures are now in for the United

Nations-backed walk against hunger: 760,000 people in 118 countries and 420

locations, across 24 time zones, stepped forward for Sunday’s “Fight Hunger: Walk the World.”

From the first zone in Auckland New Zealand, to the last on the Pacific

Ocean island of Samoa, people rose up to declare it is unacceptable that

18,000 children die of hunger daily on a planet that produces more than

enough to feed every inhabitant.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP), its humanitarian and corporate partners,

political leaders, artists and sport champions, as well as war-displaced

families and over 100,000 school children in sub-Saharan Africa alone, took

part in the event, initiated three years ago by TNT, a global provider of

express, mail and logistics services.

The cash raised (the final tally is being calculated) will fund two

successful global activities aimed at reducing child hunger: projects to

help pregnant and lactating women and young children, and school feeding

projects which provide food for school students in developing countries.

International capitals, rural communities, neighbourhoods and historical

landmarks served as the backdrop to walks which varied in size and style.

In northern Uganda alone, on a hot and sunny day, more than 100,000

displaced civilians living in camps participated in the Walk.

A downpour in London could have caused some problems, but there was no

stopping committed walkers led by Princess Haya of Dubai, a WFP Goodwill Ambassador.

In the Bolivian capital, La Paz, two brothers were reunited after having

been separated for six years. Both are being fed by two separate school

feeding programmes administered by WFP.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was at the head of a 30,000-strong

crowd through Monrovia, the capital. In Indonesia, a world champion swimmer

crossed the treacherous Bali straits while other supporters of ending child

hunger planted ‘Walk the World: Fight Hunger’ flags on the summits of

Mounts Everest and Kilimanjaro.

The call to end child hunger was heard in Red Square in Moscow, on The

Great Wall of China, in the historic centres of Budapest and Prague, in the

old cities of Amman and Cairo, and in hundreds of other locations in all

continents around the globe.

Last year, WFP provided school meals for 21.7 million children in 74

countries. It plans to reach 50 million schoolchildren by 2008.

* * *

FUNERAL OF UN HEALTH AGENCY CHIEF LEE JONG-WOOK SET FOR TOMORROW IN GENEVA

The funeral of Lee Jong-wook, Director-General of the United Nations World

Health Organization (WHO), who suddenly died on Monday, will take place in

Geneva tomorrow at the Basilique de Notre-Dame.

UN Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch Brown, will represent

Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Tributes to Dr. Lee, who made the fight against HIV/AIDS a hallmark of his

tenure and led global preparations for a possible human bird flu pandemic,

continued to flow in.

“Dr. Lee worked tirelessly to improve the health of millions of people,

from combating tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS to his aggressive efforts to

eradicate polio,” United States President George W. Bush said.

“He provided tremendous leadership to the international community as it

confronted the challenges of the 21st century, including the threat of an

influenza pandemic. Dr. Lee’s outreach to world leaders and entities

increased awareness of potentially devastating public health dangers,” he added.

Mark Harrington, Executive Director of the non-governmental organization

Treatment Action Group (TAG) said: “People living with HIV/AIDS around the

world should take a moment and recognize the pivotal contributions to their

lives made by Dr. LEE Jong-wook. TAG expresses its solidarity with all

those who are mourning the loss of this transformative leader in the

world’s struggle against AIDS.”

Dr. Lee’s widow has requested that donations in memory of Dr Lee should be

given to the project where she works, Socios En Salud in Lima, Peru.

Donations can be given via the sister organization of Socios En Salud,

Partners In Health www.pih.org.

* * *

PALESTINIANS FLEEING BAGHDAD REMAIN STRANDED ON IRAQI-SYRIAN BORDER, UN SAYS

Nearly 190 Palestinians, including four pregnant women and 29 children, are

still stranded in no-man's-land on the Iraqi-Syrian border two weeks after

they said threats and harassment forced them to flee Baghdad, despite

efforts by the United Nations refugee agency to gain them entry into Syria.

“We are continuing our demarches with the Syrian government to allow the

Palestinians entry into Syria, but have so far been unsuccessful,” UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news

briefing in Geneva today.

The 186 Palestinians fled Baghdad for the Tanf border checkpoint after

Syria earlier this month accepted a first group of 287 Palestinians, most

of whom had been stranded for two months at the Iraqi-Jordanian border.

More Palestinians are reportedly still on the Iraqi side of the border also

hoping for entry into Syria.

UNHCR has provided all those in no-man’s land with aid items, food, water,

and milk for the children. More than 60 tents and several mobile toilets

have been put up. One woman who was about to give birth was allowed into

Syria so that she could deliver her baby in Damascus. At the border, the

Syrian Red Crescent is providing medical help.

The Palestinians who were transported from the Iraqi-Jordanian border to

the UNHCR-run El Hol refugee camp earlier this month are doing well and

UNHCR has re-opened a day-care centre there for small children and employed

a doctor to provide medical care, Ms. Pagomis said.

The security situation for the estimated 24,000 Palestinians still living

in Baghdad, seems to have improved a bit in recent weeks, she added. But

people are still leaving as the general violence in Iraq continues.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

23 May 2006

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
**Secretary-General in Asia
Good afternoon.  The Secretary-General has arrived in Viet Nam just a short while ago and is continuing a trip throughout Asia.  Before leaving China, he spoke about his visits to the Republic of Korea and Japan, as well as China, and encouraged all three countries to work together in areas of common interest in remarks he delivered at Peking University.  He said he was encouraged by the desire of leaders in the three countries to have better relations.  Noting that working together on common challenges can help accelerate the process, the Secretary-General said that, during his trip, he suggested that the three countries pool their efforts together on issues of common interest.

And as I said, shortly after delivering those remarks, he and Mrs. Annan visited Beijing’s Olympic National Stadium, which is currently under construction, and he received a briefing on the preparations under way for the 2008 Olympic Games.  And we did put out the text of his remarks at the University earlier today.

**Security Council
Meanwhile, here the Security Council held consultations this morning on Côte d’Ivoire and other matters.  Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno briefed the Council on the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.  And those consultations are now over.

** Sudan
And from Khartoum, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, and Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi have now arrived in Khartoum and they’ve held a series of preliminary meetings today with Sudanese officials.  They met the Deputy Foreign Minister, the Speaker of the National Assembly, as well as some other members of the Parliament, as well as the Head of the African Union’s representation in Khartoum.  Brahimi and Annabi will be meeting other senior Government officials on Wednesday and Thursday.

** Sudan Human Rights
Also on Sudan, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, in cooperation with the UN Mission in Sudan, today issued a report on Sudan’s human rights situation.  The report says that Sudanese authorities are failing to uphold many of the commitments made last year under the accord that ended the country’s civil war.

Covering the period between December 2005 and April of this year, the report draws special attention to, among other issues, the ill-treatment, detention and harassment of people who voice their concerns about human rights throughout Sudan; the failure to reform laws guarding State officials from criminal prosecution; and the interference with human rights workers.  Regarding Darfur, the report says that the conflict there has reached a new level of violence, both in intensity and frequency.  And the report is available for you upstairs.

** Iraq
Also on human rights, the UN Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) says that in the months of March and April, human rights have been severely undermined by growing insecurity, high levels of violence and a breakdown in law and order resulting from the action of militias and criminal gangs.  The report notes that women, children and professionals, including academics and judges, have been increasingly targeted by the ongoing violence.  And that report is also available upstairs.

**Mano River Contact Group
The Secretary-General also today called for continuing international assistance for Liberia, Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea in a message to the meeting in Vienna of the International Contact Group on the Mano River Basin.  In his message, which was read by Alan Doss, the head of the UN Mission in Liberia, the Secretary-General took note of progress made in all four countries.  And we do have the full text of that statement available upstairs.

**Central Emergency Response Fund
Closer to home, the Advisory Group on the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund today held its inaugural session downstairs in one of the conference rooms.  Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland briefed the Group on how the Fund has been used since its launch last March.  He drew special attention to the allocations that have been made or were being considered for emergencies throughout Africa, as well as in Suriname and Haiti.  The Group’s 12 members were welcomed by Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch Brown.  And as you’ll recall, the Advisory Group’s role is to provide periodic policy guidance and expert advice on the Fund’s use and impact to the Secretary-General.  And we do have a press release available upstairs on that.

** Myanmar
Meanwhile, UNHCR, the UN’s refugee agency, today reports that some 2,000 refugees have crossed the border from Myanmar to Thailand in the last three months.  The refugees say that they are fleeing renewed conflict and human rights abuses in Kayin State in Myanmar.  UNHCR is working with the Thai Government and non-governmental organizations to ensure that new arrivals are provided with adequate shelter and protection.  There are currently about 140,000 Myanmar refugees living in nine border camps in Thailand and some of them have been there for over 20 years.

**Fisheries
And as you know, there’s a worldwide fisheries meeting going on in Conference Room 1 here all week.  On the sidelines of that meeting, the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today will help in the official launch of a new monitoring system aimed at better management of fisheries for the billions of consumers worldwide.  And you’re all invited to the launch, which gets under way at 1 o’clock in Conference Room 1.  And we do have a press release upstairs.

**Briefings
Tomorrow, there will be a background briefing in this room at 2 p.m. on the General Assembly’s High-Level Meeting on AIDS, which you’d asked for.  So, the background briefing’s at 2 tomorrow, here.  The High-Level Meeting is from 31 May to 2 June here at Headquarters.

You’d also asked for Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Ibrahim Gambari to come brief you.  That will be done tomorrow here at noon as my guest.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any reaction to the fact that Sudan has defied the Security Council’s one-week deadline to admit the UN assessment team to Darfur?

Spokesman:  As I said, we’re well aware of the deadline.  We’re working closely with the Government of Sudan to get clearance for that assessment mission.  That’s the aim of Mr. Brahimi and Mr. Annabi’s work in Khartoum.  Also, I should add that earlier today the Secretary-General did speak to President Bashir by phone.  The Secretary-General told him he hoped to see the UN assessment mission dispatched as soon as possible and sought the cooperation and support of the Sudanese Government to that end.  President Bashir told the Secretary-General that after his discussions, Mr. Bashir’s discussions, with Mr. Brahimi, he would discuss this matter with the Government and it would be decided upon by the Government shortly.  And the Secretary-General also reiterated to President Bashir the importance of the peace agreement and the need for all parties to respect that agreement.

Question:  Is Mr. Brahimi’s a one-off mission or is he back as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative?

Spokesman:  It is a one-off mission, though Mr. Brahimi, when he left full-time service at the UN, did tell the Secretary-General he would be able to trouble-shoot and that’s exactly what he’s doing.

Question:  Thanks for the information about the fisheries, but it is also the second week of a meeting of indigenous people.  Why does the press conference not cover anything on that material?

Spokesman:  We’ll talk to the organizers and see if we can get somebody up here to brief you.

Question:  A follow-up on the Sudan question.  Was the UN report on the human rights situation brought up in the conversation between President Bashir and the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  Not specifically because I think the report was not yet out.  It came out after the Secretary-General spoke to him.  The focus of the phone call was respect of the peace agreement and also the Secretary-General’s call for the assessment mission to be able to do its work as quickly as possible.

Question:  Another question.  You mentioned that the human rights situation in Iraq deteriorated in March and April, and you also said it was because of armed militias and groups.  Does that also include military contractors?  Because Amnesty International today came out with a report saying that the US has been using, as everybody knows, military contractors in Iraq, which has been a source of the breakdown of human rights.

Spokesman:  Let’s look at the report a little more closely and we’ll get you an answer.

[The Spokesman later added that military contractors were not included.]

Question:  Many groups in Washington have been calling on President Bush and Israel to stop their financial siege on Palestine.  Where does the United Nations weigh in on that call?

Spokesman:  The United Nations position is that expressed by the Quartet, which expressed its concern at the humanitarian situation, and we’re looking forward to hearing back from the European Community on the mechanism they are working on to try to alleviate the humanitarian situation.

Question:  It’s open ended, the time to establish this mechanism?

Spokesman:  No, they said they’d do it as quickly as possible and we do look forward to hearing from them very soon.

Question:  Any word on when the financial controller will bring forward a budget?

Spokesman:  The budget discussions are on-going within Member States but, beyond that, I have no information.

Question:  Is there any further information on the investigation into anti-Semitic incidents at the UN, the drawing of swastikas and stuff like that?

Spokesman:  I reported that a panel was appointed at the end of February to look into these anti-Semitic incidents related to the Department of Security and Safety.  By 1 March, all staff were informed that the investigation was ongoing and they were asked to cooperate with the panel.  They are currently doing their work; the investigation is ongoing; and they are in the process of interviewing staff within that Department.

Question:  As more and more incidents come out.

Spokesman:  The point of the panel is to look at these occurrences of incidents.  They’re interviewing staff and they’re doing their work but I think we have to wait for the conclusion of the report to see exactly what comes out.

Question:  Speaking of fast-moving investigations, can you tell me what’s going on in the Ackerman investigation?

Spokesman:  As I said, when I do have something to announce I will, but I hope that will come earlier rather than later.

Question:  Following up on the budget, it’s now June.  As one scenario:  if the UN doesn’t come up with a budget or it’s not approved, the UN may possibly shut down in July, right?

Spokesman:  We very much hope the Member States will come together in a spirit of unity and compromise and deal with this budget in a positive manner.

Question:  Follow-up to yesterday’s question.  The President of Serbia has now recognized the results of the Montenegro referendum as final, as has Russia and others.  Does the UN now have a statement?

Spokesman:  No, we’re still waiting for the official results, which have not yet been promulgated.  So, at this point, I have nothing to say besides what I said yesterday.

Question:  All right, here’s a softball on the matter.  What is your personal reaction to the fact that Serbia and Montenegro will play together in the World Cup?

Spokesman:  I appreciate the softball but I’ll kick it right back to you.

Question:  Okay, I’ll just say one thing.  Yesterday’s question on Somalia supposedly inviting peacekeepers in, that’s a big thing.  We’re trying to find out what the UN is doing.

Spokesman:  We’re trying to get guidance from our colleagues in the Department of Political Affairs.  We had expected it by now.  It obviously has not been received.  You and I will go back to my office and see if we can get you an answer.

[The Spokesman later added that the United Nations knew of the development to which the journalist was referring, and that further clarification was being sought.]

Question:  Thanks.

Spokesman:  Thank you very much.
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