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Environment News Service: UN Warns Asia Faces Marine Pollution Crisis 

17.10.2006

BEIJING, China, October 17, 2006 (ENS) - The fasting growing economies and populations of East Asia are putting the region's marine ecosystem under increasing stress, the United Nations warned Monday. A new study finds 90 percent of Asia's sewage is discharged into the marine environment waters without treatment, threatening fisheries, mangrove forests, coral reefs and coastal wetlands. 

The report comes amid an international conference in Beijing aimed at reducing marine pollution. The conference, which began Monday and extends through Friday, is reviewing the UN Environment Program's (UNEP) global program of action (GPA) for protection of the marine environment. 

Delegates from 115 countries are attending the intergovernmental review of the 10 year-old initiative. 

Organizers are hoping the meeting will result in commitments to more directly link management of freshwaters, including rivers and lakes, with efforts to minimize coastal-based pollution in recognition that a substantial portion of marine contamination comes from inland areas via rivers and other freshwater sources. 

Asia is by no means alone - much of the world faces similar problems with marine pollution. But the "Asian region crystallizes the challenges and opportunities facing the global community trying to balance economic development and poverty eradication with social and environmental factors," said Veerle Vandeweerd, co-coordinator of UNEP/GPA. 

There are successes in Asia to be celebrated, Vandeweerd said, including some rehabilitation and restoration of some mangrove forests as well as increased spending on efforts to protect the marine environment. 

Awareness of the need to protect the marine environment from pollution "has never been higher," she said, "but at the same time these successes are being overwhelmed by booming populations, rapid urbanization and industrialization and a range of growing pressures in the coastal zones." 

"Despite international agreements, we keep pumping raw sewage into the sea," Vandeweerd said. 

Sewage treatment access across Asia varies widely - from roughly 60 per cent of Japan's population to 15 per cent in Mumbai, India, to about 6 per cent in Karachi, Pakistan. 

Discharges from many big industrial plants situated along the coast is also a threat and is a "common feature" in much of South Asia, Vandeweerd added. 

Traditional land use patterns are changing across Asia as result of continued economic growth leading to increased use of fertilizers, which along with sources like sewage and animal wastes. are increasing nutrient loads in coastal waters. 

In 2001, close to 80 red tide events occurred affecting 15,000 square kilometers of coastal waters. 

Two thirds of the world's total sediment transport to the oceans occurs in South and East Asia, UNEP said, and deforestation is adding to soil erosion and sediment loads in waterways. 

Studies in the Philippines and Indonesia estimate that the damage to coral reefs from logging-induced sedimentation greatly exceeds the economic benefits of logging, according to the report. 

Coastal erosion is widespread, UNEP said, between a fifth to a quarter of seasgrass beds in Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand have been damaged as a result of impacts including clearance for commercial seaweed farms, pollution, sedimentation and dredging. 

"Governments need to hurry up and step up action to reduce pollution from land-based sources, otherwise rapid development will come at a high price as a result of losses and damage to economically important habitats, ecosystems and marine resources from coastlines and coral reefs to mangroves and fisheries," Vandeweerd said. 

She said the conference organizers are also hoping for commitments towards greater cooperation and alliances between governments and civil society, local authorities, private business and other non-governmental organizations. 

"Tackling marine pollution is the primary responsibility of national governments," she said, "[but] it is also a responsibility of all sectors of society from private business to local authorities."

_____________________________________________________________________________

ADN Mundo: ONU: El problema de las aguas residuales es más serio de lo que parece 
18.10.2006
Los vertidos de aguas residuales sin tratar a los océanos constituyen uno de los mayores problemas que amenazan los ecosistemas marinos, que en los últimos años han visto disminuir la contaminación por petróleo y sus derivados, según un informe de Naciones Unidas difundido hoy en Nairobi.

Según un informe de Naciones Unidas difundido hoy, más de la mitad de las aguas residuales que llegan al Mediterráneo están sin tratar, mientras que en América Latina y el Caribe la cifra se acerca al 85%. 

El informe 'El estado del medio ambiente marino', elaborado por el Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), con sede en la capital keniana refleja que es 
"posible que el problema sea más serio de lo que parece”, indica el documento. 

"Se calcula que un 80% de la contaminación marina se origina en tierra, y esta cifra podría aumentar significativamente hacia 2050 si, como se prevé, las poblaciones costeras se duplican en 40 años y la lucha contra la contaminación no se acelera", señala el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Achim Steiner. 

Las previsiones del informe apuntan a que la media de densidad de población que habita en la costa aumentará de las 77 personas por kilómetro cuadrado registradas en 1990 a 115 en 2025. 

Otro problema acuciante es la alteración del movimiento de los sedimentos marinos, que de forma natural proceden de los ríos pero cuyo flujo está siendo retenido o alterado por la construcción de embalses, los sistemas de riego a gran escala, la urbanización y la pérdida de masa forestal. 

Algunas líneas costeras, otrora alimentadas regularmente con los sedimentos fluviales, se están reduciendo debido a que éstos quedan atrapados en presas ubicadas río arriba. 

El informe señala que en España el flujo de partículas de tierra en el río Ebro se ha reducido en un 95% y que el conjunto de caudales que desembocan en el Mediterráneo ha disminuido un 50% como resultado de la construcción de presas. 

Subraya, sin embargo, que se han constatado avances en otras áreas, como la contaminación por petróleo y sus derivados, que ha disminuido en dos tercios respecto a la década de los ochenta. 

"Las entradas totales se han situado en un 37% de los niveles de 1985", apunta el informe, que añade que los vertidos por accidentes de buques petroleros disminuyeron un 75% y los vertidos municipales e industriales de aceites y petróleo lo hicieron en un 90 por ciento. 

También se ha mejorado en relación a los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes (COP), sustancias químicas no biodegradables que se acumulan en los organismos vivos a través de la red alimentaría y suponen un riesgo para la salud humana y dañan también el medio ambiente. 

Doce tipos de COP están regulados por la Convención de Estocolmo, que entró en vigor en mayo de 2004, incluido el DDT, cuyo nivel, tal como el de otros insecticidas, está disminuyendo de forma general en el medio ambiente marino de Sudamérica, mientras que en el caso del mar Báltico esa reducción ha llegado al 50%. 

En cuanto a los metales pesados, el progreso en este ámbito es "mediano", de acuerdo con el PNUMA, ya que si bien se han introducido controles en la mayoría de los países desarrollados, "nuevas cantidades de sustancias como mercurio están entrando en el medio ambiente marino procedentes de economías emergentes". 

La minería, la industria y la quema de combustibles fósiles para el transporte y la generación de energía son las principales fuentes de contaminación, según el informe, que apunta que "en algunas zonas del Ártico las concentraciones de mercurio en focas y ballenas son entre dos y cuatro veces superiores a las registradas hace 25 años".
____________________________________________________________________________

Telam (Argentina);  Una nueva edición de la Convención de las Naciones Unidas se realizará en Kenia 
17.10.2006
Será el próximo mes de noviembre cuando en la ciudad de Nairobi se reúnan representantes oficiales, empresarios, científicos y miembros de las Organizaciones No Gubernamentales para tratar los avances en cuanto al Protocolo de Kyoto sobre los gases de efecto invernadero..

Por Achim Steiner e Yvo de Boer

Niños de uno de los ríos más poderosos de África del Sur están jugando el juego de la rivera Limpopo para, literalmente, salvar sus vidas. Timoneado en lugares como Matabeland en Zimbawe y la Provincia de Gaza en Mozambique, utiliza el poder del juego para enseñar formas de reducir la vulnerabilidad a las inundaciones.

Si un contador de puntos aterriza en un espacio que muestre una aldea bien diseñada, a prueba de inundaciones – o una que aconseje a los niños cambiarse ellos mismos y a su ganado a tierras más altas- se adelanta algunos cuantos espacios, pero si aterriza en uno que pinte un bosque diezmado, degradación de la tierra, u otros factores que aumenten la vulnerabilidad, deberá retroceder en seis puntos.

El juego, que es parte de un proyecto más grande del Fondo Mundial para el Medio Ambiente (GEF, por sus siglas en inglés) lanzado después de las inundaciones de Limpopo hace seis años, subraya de manera simple pero aguda los retos que encaran los países en desarrollo a medida que intentan adaptarse a eventos de clima extremo ligados al cambio climático.

A principios de noviembre, las naciones se reúnen en Nairobi, Kenia, para la siguiente ronda de conversaciones sobre el cambio climático bajo la Convención de las Naciones Unidas para el Cambio Climático y su Protocolo de Kyoto.

El Protocolo de Kyoto, adoptado en 1997, estableció metas para reducir las emisiones de gas efecto invernadero en los países industrializados a un 5% por debajo del nivel de 1990 en el periodo 2008-2012, y creó un marco de incentivos para la transición a una economía baja en carbón, dirigiendo las decisiones de inversión de los negocios hacia las opciones amigables con el clima.

El protocolo se conecta con el mundo desarrollado: el Mecanismo de Desarrollo Limpio (CDM, por sus siglas en inglés), que permite a los países desarrollados invertir en proyectos de desarrollo sustentable en los países en desarrollo para ganar créditos por emisión, ha ya irrumpido en la vida misma.

Para el 2012 se espera que las reducciones certificadas de emisiones logradas a través del CDM alcancen por lo menos 1.2 billones de toneladas, superando las emisiones combinadas de España y el Reino Unido.

Los países industrializados como grupo están en camino de cumplir sus compromisos de Kyoto, a condición de que realicen un esfuerzo más extensivo a nivel doméstico, y de que hagan uso activo de los mecanismos de mercado señalados en el Protocolo de Kyoto. Está claro, de cualquier manera, que a largo plazo se requerirán reducciones de emisiones más profundas.

De cualquier manera, la polución pasada de los países industrializados nos ha ya garantizado algún cambio climático: después de todo, el dióxido de carbono puede persistir en la atmósfera por hasta 200 años; por lo tanto, la comunidad global debe ayudar a los países en desarrollo a adaptarse a las condiciones presentes.

Los Países Menos Desarrollados han preparado -o están preparando- Programas Nacionales de Adaptación (NAPAs, por sus siglas en inglés) bajo la Convención de las Naciones Unidas para el Cambio Climático. 

Se empiezan a acumular fondos para la adaptación como resultado de las inversiones en el Mecanismo de Desarrollo Limpio y donaciones voluntarias a un fondo especial establecido para financiar la implementación de las actividades del Programa Nacional de Adaptación. 

De cualquier manera, estos recursos deben aumentarse si es que tendrán resultados mensurables en los países más pobres del mundo.

Está volviéndose claro que todas las inversiones en los países en desarrollo, tanto públicas como privadas deben traducirse en cambio climático para poder ser viables, pero esto no puede ser una excusa para la falta de acción en el caso de la reducción de emisiones.

Los científicos estiman que se requerirá una reducción del 60 al 80 por ciento en los gases efecto invernadero para estabilizar la atmósfera. Debemos mantener nuestra visión firme en este objetivo. 

De otra forma, cada uno, ricos e igualmente pobres, tendrán cada vez más presión para adaptarse y menos lugares a los cuales adaptarse y desde los cuales adaptarse. Terminarán jugando ellos mismos sus propias versiones del juego del Río Limpopo, e igual que los niños en sus riveras, jugando por sus vidas mismas.

_____________________________________________________________________________

O Globo (Brazil): O jogo das Mudanças Climáticas
Por Achim Steiner e Ivo de Boer

17.10.2006

No Rio Limpopo, um dos maiores do sul da África, crianças jogam um jogo de tabuleiro, literalmente, por suas vidas. Difundido em locais como Matabeleland, no Zimbabwe e na Provincia de Gaza de Mozambique, o jogo utiliza a brincadeira para ensinar formas de reduzir a vulnerabilidade das cidades às enchentes.

No jogo, avança aquele que parar em um espaço em que há um vila estruturada contra enchentes ou alguém advertindo sobre a locomoção para terrenos mais altos. Mas se o jogador se deparar com uma floresta dizimada ou outros fatores que aumentam a vulnerabilidade, ele deve voltar seis casas.

O jogo, parte de um projeto do Fundo Mundial para o Meio Ambiente, foi lançado depois da devastadora enchente de Limpopo, ocorrida há seis anos. Ele ressalta de uma maneira simples, mas pungente, os desafios que os países em desenvolvimento enfrentam ao se adaptarem aos efeitos das mudanças climáticas.

No início de novembro, representantes de diversos países estarão reunidos em Nairobi, Quênia, para a próxima rodada de negociações sobre a Convenção-Quadro das Nações Unidas sobre Mudanças Climáticas e o seu Protocolo de Kyoto. 

O Protocolo de Kyoto, adotado em 97, estabeleceu que os países industrializados devem reduzir, no período de 2008 a 2012,  5% do nível de emissão de gases causadores de efeito estufa medido em 1990. O documento incentivou não apenas a transição para uma economia de baixos índices de carbono, como também investimentos em opções mais responsáveis.

Em relação aos países em desenvolvimento, o Protocolo formulou instrumentos, como por exemplo, o Mecanismo de Desenvolvimento Limpo (MDL). Ele permite a esses países compensarem emissões de carbono por meio de projetos florestais e de energias renováveis.

O grupo de países industrializados deve percorrer um longo caminho para cumprir as metas firmadas em Kyoto. É evidente que, no longo prazo, cortes de emissões mais intensos serão necessários, pois a poluição produzida por esse grupo já é suficiente para provocar alterações climáticas. Por esse motivo, ajudar os países em desenvolvimento a se adaptarem às possíveis mudanças é um dever de toda a comunidade internacional.

Os países menos desenvolvidos possuem ou estão preparando Programas Nacionais de Adaptação (PNAs), de acordo com a Convenção-Quadro das Nações Unidas sobre Mudanças Climáticas. Um exemplo é Malawi, onde quase toda a vida existente necessitará de alguma medida de ‘proteção contra o clima’ dentro de alguns anos. Nesse país, secas e inundações aumentaram significativamente em freqüência e magnitude ao longo das últimas décadas. 
Na década de 90, uma seca ameaçou diversas espécies de peixe do Lago Chilwa e, há seis anos, inundações destruíram diversas lagoas. O PNA de Malawi promove a recuperação das linhagens de peixes afetadas e um melhor entendimento sobre como mudanças podem prejudicar a reprodução de espécies fundamentais. O Programa também promove o reflorestamento de represas do Rio Shire, responsável pela produção da maior parte da eletricidade do país.
As mudanças têm se consolidado graças a investimentos em MDL e a doações para um fundo especial, que financia a implementação de atividades do PNA. Entretanto, essas fontes devem ser aumentadas para que haja resultados significativos nos países mais pobres do mundo.

Cientistas estimam que será necessário um corte de 60% a 80% na emissão de gases causadores do efeito estufa para estabilizar a atmosfera. Devemos permanecer firmes nesse objetivo. Do contrário, todos, tanto ricos como pobres, teremos cada vez mais pressão para nos adaptarmos e menos locais para nos refugiarmos. Teremos que jogar nossas próprias versões do jogo do Rio Limpopo e, como as crianças de seu leito, estaremos jogando por nossas próprias vidas.

Achim Steiner é Sub-Secretário-Geral das Nações Unidas e Diretor Executivo do Programa das Nações Unidas para o Meio Ambiente; Yvo de Boer é Secretário Executivo da Convenção-Quadro das Nações Unidas sobre Mudança Climática (UNFCCC).

_____________________________________________________________________________

Seattle Post-Intelligencer: NRC's focus is protecting public health
By SCOTT BURNELL
18.10.2006
The recent guest column regarding the distribution of potassium iodide (KI) falls far short of accurately describing the chemical itself, its efficacy at long distances from nuclear power plants and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's actions ("Protect children from terrorism," Oct. 5).

The NRC's primary focus is protecting public health and safety with respect to the civilian use of radioactive materials, and we work closely with our federal partners in this regard.

The NRC has included KI in our emergency preparedness regulations since January 2001. After a petition from Peter Crane (former NRC counsel for special projects), we proposed a rule requiring states with populations within 10 miles of a nuclear plant to consider using KI as a supplement to evacuation and sheltering. That rule became effective in April 2001, and the NRC made KI available to the relevant states in December 2001, after the Food and Drug Administration updated its KI dosage guidance.

Since that date, the NRC has distributed about 12 million KI tablets to the 21 states that requested it, and assisted the Department of Health and Human Services in distributing a pediatric liquid form of KI to the 11 states that asked for it. The NRC is exploring options for distributing KI in the future. 

The NRC's KI distribution method meets or exceeds what's done in the rest of the developed world. According to an international survey in 2003, typical KI distribution zones extend 1.3 to 12 miles from nuclear power plants. For areas beyond these zones (out to about 50 miles for U.S. plants, and from 12 to 30 miles elsewhere), removing potentially contaminated foods from the market is essential in protecting the population.

The consequences of failing to interdict contaminated foods were demonstrated in the aftermath of the 1986 Chernobyl accident. According to a 2005 report published by the Chernobyl Forum (an international group of experts from agencies such as the World Health Organization, the United Nations Environment Program and the U.N. Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation), "Drinking milk from cows that ate contaminated grass immediately after the accident was one of the main reasons for the high doses to the thyroid of children, and why so many children subsequently developed thyroid cancer."

Plans to prevent the distribution of contaminated food, particularly milk, are an important part of emergency planning for every nuclear power plant. These plans involve state and federal agencies including the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which routinely intercepts food products in response to health threats.

Proper use of KI reduces how much radioactive iodine the thyroid gland can absorb. This reduces, but does not eliminate, the risk of thyroid disease, since many other radionuclides could be released in the event of a serious incident at a nuclear power plant. Nor does KI protect the thyroid gland from any external exposure to radiation.

Existing emergency preparedness programs at every U.S. reactor help local and state officials determine what steps, including KI, are called for to protect public health and safety. Evaluated exercises on these emergency plans regularly hone the abilities of plant operators, first responders and government officials to effectively deal with such situations and protect the public. These efforts will help ensure the public remains safe in the very unlikely event of an incident at a U.S. nuclear power plant.



Scott Burnell is public affairs officer with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in Rockville, Md.
____________________________________________________________________________

Télévision Suisse Romande: Congrès FIM: l'Egypte, l'Arabie saoudite et le Monténégro nouveaux membres
17.10.2006 
Trois nouveaux pays, l'Egypte, l'Arabie saoudite et le Monténégro ont été admis au sein de la Fédération internationale de moto (FIM), qui tient cette semaine son 123e Congrès à Salvador (Brésil), indique un communiqué de l'organisation publié mardi.

Lors de l'Assemblée générale, lundi, le président sortant, l'Italien Francesco Zerbi, a fait un rapport détaillé sur les réalisations de la FIM durant ses onze années de présidence. Rapport qui a été approuvé à l'unanimité par le Conseil de direction et l'Assemblée générale, ainsi que les comptes 2005 et le budget prévisionnel 2007.

Outre l'élection du nouveau président, le Vénézuélien Vito Ippolito (54 ans), élu au 2e tour avec 75 voix contre 70 au Néerlandais Jos Vaessen, le Portugais Jorge Viegas a été élu vice-président et le Suédois Stig Klemetz a été désigné Commissaire aux comptes interne.

L'Assemblée générale a donné mandat au Conseil de direction pour l'adoption d'un logo FIM modernisé, qui sera présenté lors de la Conférence annuelle à Genève, en février 2007.

Enfin, un accord de coopération entre la FIM et le Programme des Nations unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) a également été approuvé.

Le nouveau président, Vito Ippolito, premier non européen à diriger l'organisation, est marié et père de trois enfants. Il est le fils aîné d'Andreas Ippolito, pilote et manager de l'écurie italienne Venemotos, qui a fait courir dans les années 1970 et 1980 des pilotes tels que Johnny Cecotto et Carlos Lavado (champion du monde en Grand Prix 250cc en 1983 et 1986).

Frère de Claudio Ippolito (pilote moto des années 1970), Vito Ippolito est président de la FMV (Fédération motocycliste du Venezuela) depuis 1992, après avoir été membre de la Commission de courses sur route de la FIM de 1984 à 1990. Il avait ensuite occupé le poste de vice-président de la FIM de 1990 à 1996, puis celui de premier vice-président depuis 1997. Il a également présidé l'Union latino-américaine de motocyclisme (ULM) de 1984 à 1998.

La Dorna, la société qui organise le Championnat du monde de vitesse, s'est félicitée de son élection.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Nation: Firms miss contracts for top UN conference 
Story by JEFF OTIENO 
18.10.2006 
Local firms have missed out on business opportunities for a two-week United Nations Conference on Climate Change. 

The meeting, to cost Kenya and donors a whopping Sh500 million, will be held at the United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) headquarters in Gigiri 

It is expected to attract over 10,000 delegates from more than 180 countries, and will review steps taken by member countries to reduce green house gases, blamed for the destruction of the ozone layer. 

Aggressive 

"We feel that our local business community is not being aggressive enough to take advantage of the opportunities available," said Environment Permanent Secretary George Krhoda. 

Prof Krhoda said the Sh500 million would be spent on consultancy, procurement of essential materials, hiring of equipment and transport among others. 

The PS, who spoke after opening a consultative forum organised by the National Environment Management Authority (Nema) at the Kenyatta International Conference Centre (KICC) said major tenders for the conference had been won by foreign companies. He said most of the procurements done for the conference came from South Africa. 

It is understood that the southern Africa state also donated some funds to host the conference. 

Prof Krhoda said the tender to construct a temporary structure at Unep, costing Sh130 million, had been awarded to a foreign company. 

"I urge our business partners not to adopt a wait and see attitude but to move with the Government in marketing Kenya as a conference destination," he said. 

Prof Krhoda told the meeting attended by representatives of the Federation of Kenya Employers and the Association of Kenya Manufacturers that there was needed for Kenya to invest more in the hospitality sector. 

The PS said due to inadequate accommodation facilities conference organisers were forced to book facilities at the Kenya Commercial Bank facility in Karen, Daystar University and guest houses at Lukenya in Eastern Province. 

"We need to construct more hotels if we are to market the country as a conference destination," said Prof Krhoda. 

The PS said the travel agents had already booked more than 9,000 beds in hotels categorised as three stars and above. 

Speaking at the same function, Nema director general, Muusya Mwinzi, said the authority would collaborate with the private sector to ensure the environment was protected. 

Dr Mwinzi said Nema would carry out a routine assessment to determine the level compliance by industries on the Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Audits requirement. 

The requirement demands that industries submit environmental audits to the regulator on a regular basis. 

Mr Martin Mutuku of the Association of Kenya Manufacturers urged the Government to consult the sector before enforcing environmental regulations to give time to industries to adjustment. 

Mr Mutuku said the sector was taken aback by the notice of intention by the Government to ban polythene bags. 

"The proposed NCC bylaws would appear to negate on this spirit of consultation and coming up with a road map," he said.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Indymedia (Colombia):  Colombiano Gana Premio Mundial Sasakawa del Medio Ambiente por Fundacíón Rio Urbano
17.10.2006 

El abogado ambientalista colombiano Rodrigo Vivas Rosas, de Popayán, ganó el prestigioso Premio Sasakawa del Medio Ambiente, que otorgan el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) y la Fundación Sasakawa, y es considerado el premio mundial de mayor categoría en el área ecológica, equiparable a un Nobel en este campo. 

El premio, de US $200.000,00, lo comparte Vivas Rosas con el Grupo Cooperativa Tenadi de Mauritania. Según informó el PNUMA, los ganadores fueron distinguidos con este máximo premio por “sus logros en el combate a la desertificación y a la degradación –“un problema local y global de máxima importancia que amenaza las vidas y medios de vida de dos billones de personas que habitan las áreas secas y áridas del planeta–“. 

A continuación reproducimos el boletín informativo del PNUMA al respecto: 

Nairobi, 28 de septiembre de 2006. 

La lucha diaria de billones de personas que viven en tierra firme está siendo reconocida a través de la asignación de un premio ambiental clave a dos iniciativas de comunidades rurales. El Programa de las Naciones Unidas Para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) anunció hoy que Rodrigo Vivas Rosas de Colombia y el Grupo Cooperativa Tenadi de Mauritania serán quienes reciban el premio PNUMA Sasakawa 2006. 

Los co-ganadores, quienes recibirán sus condecoraciones el mes siguiente, están siendo honrados por sus logros en el combate a la desertificación y a la degradación –un problema local y global de máxima importancia que amenaza las vidas y medios de vida de dos billones de personas que habitan las áreas secas y áridas del planeta–. 

La distinción subraya que muchas de las soluciones para vencer la amenaza global de la desertificación residen en las manos de las comunidades rurales y pueblos indígenas, incluyendo a mujeres y granjeros en pequeña escala. 

Achim Steiner, Subsecretario General de las Naciones Unidas y Director Ejecutivo de PNUMA dijo hoy: “Es una condecoración para los literalmente cientos de miles de iniciativas de comunidades rurales que intentan conservar la salud y la fertilidad de la tierra en algunos de los ambientes más ásperos en el globo. Al honrar al Sr. Vivas Rosas, abogado ambientalista y a la Cooperativa Tenadi también honramos a estos incontables individuos y grupos olvidados cuyo compromiso, creatividad, tenacidad y resolución son lecciones para todos nosotros”. 

“La desertificación y la degradación de la tierra es un problema ciertamente aterrador con consecuencias de amplio alcance, desde la pérdida de tierra productiva, el incremento de emisiones de gases invernadero de suelos degradados, hasta el enlodamiento de ríos y presas hidroeléctricas”, dijo. 

“Mayores cargas de sedimento en los ríos pueden a su vez dañar la pesca, y obstruir sistemas costeros económicamente importantes como los arrecifes de coral y los lechos de pasto marinos. La desertificación tiene así impactos de amplio alcance sobre nuestros intentos globales por reducir la pobreza y alcanzar las Metas de Desarrollo del Milenio, internacionalmente acordadas”. Así, combatir y evitar la desertificación están en el interés de cada uno y no sólo en el de los dos billones de personas que viven en tierra firme”, dijo. 

El Premio Sasakawa PNUMA, que alcanza a US $200,000, se otorga anualmente. El Premio, considerado una de las condecoraciones ambientales más prestigiosas en el mundo, reconoce la investigación e ideas innovadoras, así como las iniciativas extraordinarias de origen popular alrededor del mundo. El campo de actividades de cada laureado se asocia con un tema ambiental seleccionado para el año. En el 2006, el tema fue “Los Desiertos y la Desertificación”. Los ganadores recibirán el Premio del Director Ejecutivo de PNUMA, Achimir Steiner, el 30 de octubre del 2006 en una ceremonia especial en el Museo Americano de Historia Natural, Centro Rose para la Tierra y el Espacio, en Nueva York, Estados Unidos. 

Los Ganadores 

Rodrigo Hernán Vivas Rosas 

Rodrigo Hernán Vivas Rosas, abogado ambientalista y líder del Consorcio para la Agricultura Sustentable (CIPASLA por sus siglas en inglés) -una alianza entre 12 organizaciones y cerca de 6,500 personas que viven en un área de 7,000 hectáreas, que abarca 23 distritos rurales- ha implementado soluciones que son técnicamente viables y ambientalmente sustentables con relación al uso del agua, especialmente agua de lluvia. Los socios en este esfuerzo incluyen organizaciones gubernamentales y no gubernamentales, y una asociación comunitaria donde se comparte el territorio de manera armónica entre comunidades campesinas e indígenas. 

Hernán Vivas Rosas también dinamiza para Colombia la RedLayc (Red Latinoamericana y del Caribe de Seguridad Alimentaria y Desarrollo Sustentable) –una red regional para la seguridad alimentaria y el desarrollo sustentable, y es miembro del consejo regional de ECOFONDO, un consorcio de organizaciones ambientales. Sus actividades se extienden sobre la región Andina y sus logros han resultado en una disminución de la pobreza. Esta situación de pobreza muchas veces ayuda a perpetuar la actividad local de la guerrilla, la producción de cultivos ilícitos y el flujo de migrantes a las ciudades colombianas. 

Los modelos integrados y enfoques de Vivas Rosas son considerados por muchos como una especie de laboratorio para manejar sosteniblemente los ambientes de las laderas amenazados por la desertificación y plagados con la falta de recursos. A través de estas aplicaciones y metodologías, varias de sus iniciativas buscan desarrollar un modelo institucional para organizar los esfuerzos de la comunidad para combatir la desertificación, la pobreza y la degradación de los recursos. 

El trabajo del co-ganador también se está dirigiendo hacia la creación de modelos computarizados que permitirán la investigación y desarrollo de organizaciones y grupos de la comunidad para tomar importantes decisiones de administración de recursos. Hernásn Vivas Rosas dijo: “ Es un gran honor para mí recibir esta condecoración. Estoy muy complacido de obtener este reconocimiento que es muy significativo y motivador para mi trabajo personal y para nuestra organización”. 

“Siempre he pensado que podemos replicar iniciativas de desarrollo sostenible en Colombia. Gracias al apoyo de las organizaciones internacionales, esto es posible. Es ahora factible promover una cultura de cosechar y usar el agua de lluvia en Colombia. Esto debe convertirse en una política pública y en una prioridad para todos los gobiernos locales y regionales”, añadió. 

La Cooperativa Tenadi 

Los años de sequía persistente desde 1973 en el Sahel, y en Mauritania en particular, han matado al 90 por ciento del ganado y aniquilado las esperanzas de las personas nómadas que han vivido ahí por siglos.En respuesta a este desastre natural y a sus serias consecuencias, las cuales incluyen, desertificación, la invasión por arena, la pérdida de rebaños y el éxodo rural, muchos nómadas han decidido reunirse para crear nuevas actividades e iniciar una lucha para sobrevivir contra muchos elementos naturales muy hostiles. 

Como parte de esta lucha, la Cooperativa Tenadi, encabezada por el Sr. Sidi El Moctar Ould Valed, ha desarrollado un rango de técnicas innovadoras para combatir la desertificación. Estas incluyen resolver el problema del agua potable con perforaciones profundas y con bombas sumergidas, mejorando y reforestando un área de 80 hectáreas alrededor de los pozos para parar el movimiento de las dunas apoyándose en un vivero Prosopis para plantar líneas de árboles que corten el viento, y creando un oasis de palmeras de dátiles en donde crece un rango diverso de cultivos bajo las palmas. 

Debido a las actividades de la Cooperativa, una gran cantidad de familias han elegido establecerse alrededor del oasis Tenadi. La gente se está entrenando en nuevas técnicas agrícolas generadoras de nuevo ingreso, incluyendo la introducción de nuevos cultivos en un ambiente desértico a través de la regeneración de la flora que rápidamente se estaba extinguiendo. 

El Sr. Sidi El Moctar Ould Waled, Presidente de la Cooperativa dijo: “Este premio honra a la Cooperativa Tenadi, a sus miembros y a la gente de Mauritania. También confirma que los esfuerzos llevados a cabo por la Cooperativa para enfrentar los retos de la desertificación han dado fruto. Nuestras iniciativas sirven como ejemplo para muchas otras comunidades que luchan contra la desertificación en Mauritania y toda África del Oeste”. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse: Plus de 23 millions de personnes se sont levées contre la pauvreté
17.10.2006

 
Quelque 23,5 millions de personnes dans le monde se sont levées dans le cadre de l'initiative "Stand up" pour marquer leur solidarité avec les victimes de la pauvreté, a indiqué mardi à Berlin Klaus Töpfer, ancien chef du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). 

A l'occasion de la Journée internationale de lutte contre la pauvreté, l'initiative "Stand up", qui a commencé dimanche à 10H00 GMT et s'est terminée 24 heures plus tard, appelait les citoyens des pays du monde à se mettre debout au moins une demi-minute, pour exprimer leur soutien aux objectifs du Millénaire fixés par l'Onu.

M. Töpfer a estimé que ce nombre de 23,5 millions de participants était un record à inscrire au livre Guinness.

En Allemagne, 150.000 personnes se sont ainsi mises debout, dans les écoles ou sur les terrains de football notamment, selon M. Töpfer.

L'ancien haut responsable allemand de l'environnement à l'Onu a rappelé le retard pris par la plupart des pays d'Afrique dans l'accomplissement des objectifs fixés par l'Onu pour éradiquer la pauvreté.

Les Etats membres de l'Onu s'étaient engagés lors d'un sommet en septembre 2000 à New York, à réduire de moitié d'ici 2015 le nombre des humains vivant avec moins d'un dollar par jour. Ils avaient fixé huit objectifs, parmi lesquels de meilleures chances d'éducation et la réduction de la mortalité infantile.

Pour remplir ces ambitieux objectifs, les pays industrialisés avaient promis d'accroître leurs dépenses d'aide au développement à hauteur de 0,7 % de leur produit intérieur brut respectif.

1,2 milliard d'hommes, de femmes et d'enfants vivent dans l'extrême pauvreté, 800 millions souffrent de la faim.

_____________________________________________________________________________
The East African: Mystery of the Missing Stained Glass Windows of St Andrew's 

by RUPI MANGAT 

17.10.2006
FOR MANY KENYANS, NANI Croze and Kitengela Glass are synonymous. 
When the muralist and stained glass artist was commissioned by a Nairobi church to do a trilogy of windows on its new premises, she says, "l did it with all my heart and soul. I poured my whole being into them." 
The windows were commissioned by an old Kenyan family - the Sinclairs - who wanted a memorial for their late parents. 
"It was my first job as a stained glass artist," she says. She had just returned from the UK after being trained in the art of stained glass at the Goddard and Gibbs in London and being accepted as a member of the prestigious British Society of Master Glass Painters. 
"I read the Bible, l did my research," she told this writer at her world famous Kitengela Glass workshop. The theme of the stained glass windows was the resurrection of Christ. 
"They were my original pieces. I drew the pictures, l poured my soul into them. And the Presbyterian Church of East Africa council approved of them." 
However, recently she was shocked to learn that the stained glass windows had gone missing from the church. Nani now can't stop wondering about the mystery of the missing windows. 
Nani has earned her living as an artist all her life. She comes from a family of artists. Her mother was a painter, her father worked on wood as his medium and her grandmother was a muralist and illustrator of children's books. 
When this writer was a schoolgirl growing up in Nairobi in the 1970s, there was a quaint little church that we drove past every day on our way to school. It sat on the roundabout dubbed the "church corner" on Uhuru Highway and the Nairobi University. It was pretty, quaint, something l looked at every day because it was built beautifully. As far as the birth of modern Nairobi goes, this PCEA church was the first church built in the city in the 1930s. In the late 1970s, it was replaced by a new church to cater for the growing congregation. 
I was pleasantly surprised when Nani told me that the old church had been moved brick by brick to St Andrew's Church nearby. 
German by birth, Nani has lived her adult life in Africa, the continent she draws her inspiration from. 
"I did a few murals those early days, like the one on the Maendeleo ya Wanawake building, a mural one can no longer see because its hidden by the mushrooming of other skyscrapers." To date, Nani has done hundreds of murals on some Nairobi's most influential powerhouses like the United Nations Environment Programme and the Post Office building. 
But these church windows were important. "They were my first set of windows after l returned from England. I slaved over them. I brought all the glass from the UK. Kitengela Glass wasn't even there then," she says. 
The glass used for the windows was a special type for stained glass art made specially for church windows. 
It took Nani almost a year to do the three windows. 
"I had no apprentices then, l did everything myself. I cut the glass, framed them and installed them. Everything was done on site," she said. 
Of course, when it came to the actual fitting, the windows did not quite fit, forcing Nani to recut them. "It was difficult finding the right coloured glass for the windows," she recalls. 
The portrait of Christ was not a realistic figure either. "I could not bring myself to paint the face of Christ. It was symbolic. He's representing God and l could not give a human feature. Luckily l found a clear opalescent glass for the face. 
It was the perfect fit, for depending on the light outside, the face changed its expression. It was a wonderful inspiration and for years people had their pictures taken against the windows. 
On it, Nani had painted, "Christ is risen," with the Kiswahili translation, Nimefufuka. The other two windows had Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Christ. "It was, therefore, shocking for me when a member of the congregation called to ask if l had removed the windows," said Nani. The stained glass windows, said the caller, have been replaced with clear glass and a cross. 
"I called the church officials but there was no forthcoming explanation," she said. "It seemed like all of them had been on leave or something at the time. At first some thought that because the roof was being redone, the windows had been removed for safe keeping." 
Nani's persistent calls to the church officials were eventually met with anger. She was accused of being rude and told that since she had been paid for the windows, she didn't need to know anything about them. 
"It has nothing to do with money. I even said l would repair them," she said. "I can't help wondering what's happened to the windows. Were they destroyed?" 
NANI IS WORRIED THAT A few years ago, the stained glass windows of St Andrew's Church in Nairobi were removed by the church officials, who said the church had anti-Christ symbols. Could this have been the case with her stained glass windows? 
"I can't help but wonder if we are going back to the middle ages when so much church art was destroyed in Europe because of this irrational dogma of fundamentalists," said Nani. 
"The Bible shows tolerance. It speaks of art and dance; dance for the Lord, of creating beautiful things. And yet the fundamentalists seem to be against the very principles of peace and beauty." 
Stained glass art is a difficult and demanding medium to work with. It demands not only talent but total commitment. 
Nani started out as a canvas artist, which proved short-lived after termites devoured her paintings. She moved on to murals and then stained glass art when an architect suggested she train in stained glass because there was demand for it in the new churches being built. 
As destiny would have it, here she found her medium, which would lead to the creation of the now world famous Kitengela Glass. The glass factory is situated on the Kitengela gorge overlooking Nairobi national park. It is fantasy land, a sort of Disneyland in glass and sculptures on an African savanna. Nani's garden is a kids' fantasy of water pools and a dazzling display of sculptures, from a gigantic crocodile grill plastered in glass mosaic to clay figurines. 
Today, she makes the thin glass required for murals - a standard 3-millimetre thin glass. It is the traditional method since 15th century glass making art began. However, today there are other ways of making thin glass. 
"You basically take crushed glass and iron oxide and any medium like water, oil or alcohol and paint the top layer and place it into the kiln and fire it until the painted part sinks into the first layer of the glass. The colour stays there permanently," says Nani. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Reuters: World urgently needs post-Kyoto climate deal-UN

By Anna Mudeva 

17.10.2006

AMSTERDAM, Oct 17 (Reuters) - The world urgently needs a long-term post-Kyoto agreement to fight global warming to provide security for investors and raise more funding, the U.N. top climate official said on Tuesday. 

Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, told a conference in Amsterdam that governments had so far failed to generate enough funding to tackle climate change, especially in poor countries. 

"To guarantee continuity for investments, a post 2012 agreement is urgently needed," de Boer said. 

"At present, the financial resources provided to developing countries do not suffice to meet the needs for mitigation and adaptation as required by ... the Kyoto protocol". 

Many environmentalists, and some governments, want a new pact on cutting greenhouse emissions agreed by 2008 to give businesses and investors time to adapt to new rules after the U.N. Kyoto Protocol's first period ends in 2012. 

De Boer said he pinned high hopes on the German presidency of the Group of Eight (G8) industrialised countries in 2007 to allow post-Kyoto talks to begin. 

"I believe that 2007 is the critical year when we have to begin to move forward," he said. 

Business officials told the conference they needed long-term, stable regulations to invest in new clean energy technologies and develop the emissions trading market further. 

"There has to be a value for the carbon beyond 2012 in order to drive the changes necessary ... The time to act is now," said Graeme Sweeney, Executive Vice President Renewables, Hydrogen and CO2 at oil giant Royal Dutch Shell <RDSa.L>. 

World Bank Chief Scientist Robert Watson said commitment from the private sector was rising with some of the world's most powerful companies agreeing to voluntarily cut pollution. 

But he added the world needed to bring major polluters, including the United States and developing countries, under a long-term regulatory framework beyond 2012. 

U.S. President George W. Bush pulled out of Kyoto in 2001 on the grounds the U.S. economy would be damaged by its caps on emissions of greenhouse gases. 

He said Kyoto wrongly excluded developing nations and has instead stressed big investments in new technologies, such as non-polluting hydrogen or filtering greenhouse gases from the emissions of coal-burning power plants. 

Kyoto obliges 35 developed nations to cut emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2012 as a first step towards curbing warming that many scientists say will cause more heatwaves, desertification, erosion and rising sea levels. 

Environment ministers from around the world will meet in Nairobi from Nov. 6-17 for talks on widening the pact.
____________________________________________________________

Le Monde: Environnement : l'état de la France
17.10.06 


Publié mardi 17 octobre, le rapport sur l'état de l'environnement en France est destiné à toucher un large public. L'objectif de l'Institut français de l'environnement (IFEN), qui publie cet état des lieux tous les quatre ans, est d'analyser les évolutions les plus significatives affectant le milieu naturel en France. Sa lecture permet de prendre la mesure de phénomènes sous-jacents, moins choquants au premier abord qu'une marée noire, moins débattus que l'introduction de l'ours dans les Pyrénées, mais qui sont des moteurs puissants de la dégradation de l'environnement.

L'édition 2006 comporte plusieurs innovations. Pour la première fois, l'IFEN a utilisé une méthodologie héritée de l'Agence européenne de l'environnement (AEE), l'organisme d'expertise qui conseille la Commission européenne.

Elle permet d'étudier les principales pressions exercées sur l'environnement, leurs effets sur les milieux naturels et les réactions de la société. Parmi ces pressions figurent, pour la première fois, "les dynamiques socio-économiques" et "les ménages", c'est-à-dire l'influence de l'évolution du mode de vie de la population et des choix quotidiens des consommateurs. Qui plus est, ils sont placés en tête du rapport.

Ce parti pris illustre l'un des thèmes centraux du document, résumé par sa coordinatrice, Marie Cugny-Seguin : "Le pollueur, ce n'est pas l'autre, c'est tout le monde." "Des résultats réels, même s'ils restent perfectibles, ont été obtenus dans la lutte contre les sources ponctuelles de pollution, constate l'IFEN. L'enjeu est maintenant surtout du côté des sources de pollutions diffuses, celles qui nécessitent l'adhésion de chacun dans ses choix individuels, pour se déplacer, consommer, se chauffer, se loger, ou dans les choix collectifs (construire une société plus sobre en carbone, par exemple)". Il s'agit de faire face à un "défi urgent" : "dissocier la croissance économique des émissions de gaz à effet de serre, des pollutions et de la consommation des ressources". Pour cela, affirme le texte, "des marges de manoeuvre existent. Elles nécessitent un changement profond des comportements, des technologies, des modes de vie et de production".

MULTIPLICATION DES DÉPLACEMENTS
Vieillissement de la population, recomposition familiale, augmentation de la surface des logements, multiplication des déplacements, accroissement du temps consacré aux loisirs, attraction des régions littorales : tous ces changements affectent l'environnement. Par exemple, le volume des déchets produits par an et par habitant, qui atteint aujourd'hui 360 kg, croît, entre autres, en raison de l'augmentation de la consommation de produits préparés et emballés en petites quantités.

Autre évolution significative : pour loger 1 000 personnes, il fallait 323 logements en 1968, 385 logements en 1990, 417 en 1999. A cela s'ajoute une prédilection pour les maisons individuelles "dictée par des prix immobiliers moins élevés en périphérie qu'en centre-ville mais aussi par l'attrait de la campagne". Résultat, la ville s'étale et la dépendance à l'automobile augmente. On aboutit à "une ville diffuse, où l'habitat et les axes de communication sont particulièrement consommateurs d'espace et où il est difficile de développer des transports collectifs efficaces".

Pour ses déplacements, un périurbain émet quotidiennement deux à trois fois plus de CO2 qu'un habitant du centre-ville. La mobilité, qui ne cesse d'augmenter, exerce "de fortes pressions sur l'environnement : pollutions atmosphériques, gaz à effet de serre, nuisances sonores, sans oublier les pollutions liées à la construction des véhicules et des infrastructures de transport, et la fragmentation des espaces naturels". En 2002, 84 % des déplacements étaient effectués en voitures particulières, contre

81 % en 1980. La part des autobus (7 %) et des autocars (5 %) est "en baisse constante". En revanche, celle du transport ferroviaire, au plus bas en 1995, augmente pour approcher les 10 % en 2002. Il faut rappeler toutefois que ce taux était de 11 % en 1980. Même les vacances ne sont pas neutres : elles engendrent par exemple une production de déchets disproportionnée dans des zones fragiles comme la montagne ou le littoral...

En plus de ces pressions directes, les consommateurs "orientent l'ensemble de l'appareil productif par leur choix de consommation". Consommer des fruits et légumes frais hors saison - dont la production et le transport demandent des quantités importantes d'énergie - a des répercussions négatives. L'évolution du régime alimentaire importe également. "Parcourir 100 km en voiture ou manger 1 kg de boeuf ou de mouton revient à peu près au même en ce qui concerne la perturbation climatique", relève par exemple le rapport. En effet, boeufs et moutons produisent naturellement du méthane, un puissant gaz à effet de serre.

L'influence des consommateurs peut s'exercer dans de multiples domaines, mais les nombreuses études effectuées sur leur comportement soulignent l'existence d'un décalage entre les intentions et les actes. La sensibilité aux thèmes environnementaux est élevée. "L'inquiétude très marquée des Français vis-à-vis de la pollution de l'air et de l'eau montre que l'environnement devient un sujet de préoccupation d'autant plus aigu qu'il est perçu par les individus comme une menace potentielle sur la santé", commente l'IFEN. Selon le baromètre de l'Institut de radioprotection et de sûreté nucléaire, 22 % des Français placent la dégradation de l'environnement en tête des sujets qui les préoccupent. Ce thème est néanmoins devancé par le chômage, l'insécurité et l'exclusion. La protection de l'environnement est donc devenue "consensuelle".

Dans le même temps, les Français semblent accepter difficilement la modification de leurs modes de vie. Ils ne sont pas prêts à payer plus cher pour des produits "verts", alors que 55 % se disent prêts à payer plus pour des produits censés améliorer la santé. La gestion des déchets par le tri sélectif est le seul domaine dans lequel les citoyens pensent avoir un rôle à jouer. Mais ils considèrent que c'est à l'Etat de lutter, par exemple contre la pollution de l'air. "La voiture illustre bien les tensions qui existent entre notre conscience des enjeux environnementaux et nos comportements", constate le rapport.

L'exemple de la voiture montre bien, selon l'IFEN, que le changement des comportements en matière d'environnement "ne peut se résumer à la sensibilisation de la population". Car le choix des consommateurs est contraint, par exemple par les prix, l'offre de transports en commun, etc. L'enjeu pour les pouvoirs publics est donc, concluent les experts, de créer les conditions de la transformation des pratiques.

*******

L'affaire de tous

edito
Lpollueur, ce n'est pas l'autre, c'est tout le monde. C'est en substance le message du cinquième rapport de l'Institut français de l'environnement (IFEN) sur l'état de l'environnement en France, publié mardi 17 octobre. L'IFEN attire l'attention sur l'impact des activités humaines sur l'environnement, et en particulier sur le rôle des consommateurs. "L'environnement n'est plus l'affaire de quelques secteurs ciblés, il est l'affaire de tous", insistent les experts.

Selon l'IFEN, des résultats significatifs ont été obtenus dans la lutte contre les pollutions industrielles sous l'effet de réglementations contraignantes. L'enjeu se situe désormais dans la maîtrise des pollutions diffuses. L'emprise considérable de l'agriculture sur le territoire (elle occupe 60 % de la surface de la métropole) influence fortement le milieu naturel : l'eau, les sols, l'air en subissent les conséquences. L'IFEN note une "stabilisation" de cet impact à un niveau qui reste "préoccupant". Le projet de loi sur l'eau, actuellement en débat au Parlement, montre à quel point l'application du principe pollueur-payeur reste encore tabou.

Il s'agit aussi de mesurer l'impact des évolutions de la société - vieillissement de la population, multiplication des déplacements, augmentation du temps consacré aux loisirs, par exemple - et des choix effectués par les consommateurs, qui peuvent influencer fortement les processus de production. Or, si les Français se soucient de la qualité de leur environnement, ils ne sont pas prêts, par exemple, à changer leurs pratiques ou à payer plus cher pour des produits dont le processus de production respecte le milieu naturel.

Force est de constater également la timidité du discours politique. Les élus se refusent à aborder frontalement toute idée de contrainte nouvelle, ou même à évoquer de simples changements des habitudes. Ainsi, le discours gouvernemental sur la crise énergétique est fortement axé sur le développement des biocarburants, qui ne sont qu'une solution très partielle de diversification des approvisionnements, et ne traite pas de la place écrasante de la voiture dans les déplacements.

La France est pour le moins paradoxale. Sur la scène internationale, la parole de Jacques Chirac est influente. Et l'adoption, en 2005, d'une Charte de l'environnement adossée à la Constitution qui proclame "le droit de vivre dans un environnement équilibré et respectueux" a constitué un progrès majeur. Dans le même temps, la législation française sur l'environnement ne progresse que sous la contrainte européenne, avec de nombreux retards et rappels à l'ordre. L'IFEN observe que "la mise en place d'instruments financiers régulateurs et incitatifs en faveur de l'environnement reste en deçà de nos voisins européens". En l'occurrence, le rappel prend ici valeur d'avertissement. 

___________________________________________________________________
Libération: a France plutôt moyenne en environnement
Par Alexandra Schwartzbrod

17 octobre 2006 

Si la pollution tend à diminuer, le grignotage des espaces naturels s'accélère, souligne un rapport de l'Institut français de l'environnement.

Elève discipliné mais peut mieux faire. C'est en substance le jugement porté par l'Institut français de l'Environnement (Ifen) sur le comportement de la France en matière de protection de la nature. Dans son quatrième rapport, rendu public mardi matin par la Ministre de l'Ecologie, Nelly Olin, l'Ifen passe au crible l'état des milieux et des territoires, les impacts subis par la société et les réponses apportées par celle-ci. Et les conclusions sont en demi-teinte.

Un bon point d'abord. «Globalement les émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES) sont à peu près stables: elles sont inférieures aux objectifs du protocole de Kyoto depuis 2000», note l'Ifen. Premier émetteur de GES, les transports semblent être en train de stabiliser leurs émissions grâce à une réduction globale de la consommation de carburants liée à la hausse des prix du pétrole, à la baisse de la consommation moyenne des véhicules et à la limitation des vitesses. Mais de gros progrés restent à faire dans le domaine de l'habitat dont les émissions ne cessent d'augmenter.

La qualité de l'air des grandes et moyennes agglomérations s'est améliorée ces quatre dernières années grâce au renouvellement du parc automobilet et à la généralisation du pot catalytique mais les pollutions liées aux transports restent préoccupantes. «Les concentrations de particules fines (les plus dangereuses pour la santé) et celles d'oxydes d'azote, ainsi que les composés organiques volatiles (tous deux précurseurs de l'ozone) demeurent élevées dans l'air des agglomérations à proximité des axes de circulation », estime l'Ifen.

Côté industrie,  les progrés technologiques semblent avoir sérieusement contribué à limiter les rejets dans l'atmosphère. Une évolution est également perceptible dans le domaine de l'agriculture où la perception des risques liés aux nitrates est beaucoup plus forte. «Mais cette amélioration ne s'est pas encore répercutée dans les eaux souterraines», note l'Ifen. Par ailleurs, «les pesticides restent présents dans la plupart des cours d'eau et dans une grande partie des nappes».

Le mauvais point, c'est le «grignotage» des espaces naturels et la perte de biodiversité qui en découle. «Chaque année, 60.000 hectares, pour l'essentiel des terres agricoles, sont grignotées par l'artificialisation (lotissements, routes, zones d'activité...), s'inquiète l'Ifen. L'urbanisation gagne l'arrière-pays littoral et le paysage se mite aux abords des agglomérations.» Résultat, des espèces animales et végétales sont menacées. «Les populations d'oiseaux communs du milieu agricole ont reculé de 27% ces quinze dernières années, des stocks de poissons sont en danger du fait des prélèvements...»

Autre inquiétude, l'apparition de «nouveaux polluants»: présence de produits phytosanitaires dans l'air en limite des eaux urbaines, contamination des eaux continentales par de nouveaux micro-polluants provenant des stations d'épuration des agglomération (médicaments, cosmétiques...) ou de rejets industriels (dioxine...).

Les Français en font-ils assez pour éviter la dégradation de leur environnement ? Non, répond l'Ifen qui souligne que les pratiques quotidiennes restent en décalage avec la fibre environnementale nationale. Quelques chiffres le montrent: un Français produit encore chaque année 353 kilos de déchets, un chiffre qui a le mérite de ne pas augmenter mais qui ne baisse pas malgré les campagnes de sensibilisation. Par ailleurs, les quatre cinquièmes des déplacements s'effectuent toujours en voiture particulière, la part des transports en commun étant en baisse.

Une conclusion qui semble très opportunément valider la dernière campagne du gouvernement sur le thème «il n'y a pas de petits gestes quand on est 60 millions à le faire»: une recommandation qui ne peut pas faire de mal mais qui aurait davantage de poids si les moyens financiers accordé au ministère de l'Ecologie étaient à la hauteur des enjeux.

___________________________________________________________________

BBC: Chemical campaigns 'misleading' 
By Rebecca Morelle
16.10.2006

Leading toxicologists have warned green groups are "misleading" the public with chemical contamination campaigns. 
They said they are deliberately and unfairly scaring the public. 

In particular, they criticised a WWF campaign that has highlighted the presence of certain chemicals in blood, food and in babies' umbilical cords. 

The scientists said the minute levels detected did not warrant the group's focus on health dangers, but WWF has denied it was scare-mongering. 

The tests have formed part of WWF's campaign to strengthen proposed EU legislation, called REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals), on the testing and phasing out of chemicals. 

They argue the presence of chemicals, such as musks (found in perfumes), brominated flame retardants, and dioxins (a by-product of heating processes), in the environment pose a danger to health in humans and wildlife, and more stringent protective measures are needed. 

But while many scientists believe monitoring levels of chemicals and the phasing out of dangerous ones are vital, as is REACH, they say WWF and other green groups have been playing on the public's fears to highlight their campaigns. 

Dose-response 
Alistair Hay, professor of environmental toxicology from the University of Leeds, said: "The presence of these things is a warning that we are exposed to chemicals in the environment and we have to try and understand what this means - but it is wrong to frighten people." 

While David Coggon, professor of occupational and environmental health from Southampton University, added: "The message they are putting across is misleading, and deliberately so." 

According to Dr Andrew Smith, of the Medical Research Council Toxicology Unit, University of Leicester, it is the amount of a chemical present that is key when considering toxicity. 

And the researchers said the levels of the chemicals found in some of the tests were extremely low - measured in parts per billion or parts per trillion. 

Although some of the chemicals were dangerous at high doses, they said, one could not go on to assume that because a trace amount was detected it posed a danger. 

Dr Smith said: "Any toxicologist will tell you that dose - the amount - is the important thing. 

"I would rather we didn't find these chemicals present, but trying to ascribe toxicity to them is a different matter." 

Professor Coggon agreed: "One of the most important things in toxicology is to look at how a person is exposed and how much of a substance they are exposed to. 

"The fact that you can detect something at all does not imply a material risk to health." 

The researchers said the chemicals were being found in trace amounts because of advances in detection techniques that could uncover substances at ever smaller concentrations. 

The researchers admitted there was uncertainty surrounding the effects of some of the chemicals, but said just because it couldn't be confirmed something was 100% safe this did not mean it was 100% dangerous. 

Professor Richard Sharpe, an expert in endocrine disrupters from the Medical Research Council Human Reproductive Sciences Unit, in Edinburgh, said: "By and large, I think people shouldn't be worried. Most chemicals will not do any great harm at these very low levels. You have to put this into perspective." 

Chemiphobia 
Dr John Emsley, a visiting professor at Manchester University, said the word "chemical" had become a synonym for "toxic", and that the public was growing increasingly fearful of contamination, something he called "chemiphobia". 

"I think the public are afraid because it is all about the unseen danger - it is presented as something malevolent lurking below the surface. You don't know what it is and you don't know what it does. It is a risk they do not feel in control of." 

Elizabeth Salter Green, director of the WWF's toxic campaign, said: "I think WWF's raison d'etre is to protect biodiversity. We feel that there are certain drivers such as chemicals undermining future generations' viability. 

"We are keen that the core aim of REACH is maintained - to protect future generations of humans and wildlife while not undermining the competitiveness of the chemicals industry." 

She said she was concerned with possible health risks associated the lifestyle exposure to different combinations of low-level chemicals, and pointed to studies which revealed the chemicals were working together. 

"We are weighing up the difference between alarm and ignorance - we are not looking to scare-monger - we are looking to highlight an issue such that the UK population are aware of exposures and to call for better regulation." 

________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press: Ivory Coast Tragedy Highlights Hazardous Waste Trade on Rise

By Todd Pitman
17.10.2006 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast -- Not long after hundreds of tons of toxic waste was jettisoned around Ivory Coast's main city under cover of darkness, Jean-Jacques Kakou awoke like thousands of others here to an overpowering stench that burned his eyes and made it hard to breathe. 

Three weeks later, he was dead _ one of at least 10 deaths authorities suspect were linked to a tragedy that has thrown light on a growing global trade in hazardous waste. Poison is still being shipped out of developed nations and dumped in the Third World despite international legislation. 

"This is a wake-up call," Greenpeace's Helen Perivier said of the one of the worst waste scandals of the last decade _ one that saw toxic black sludge dumped at 17 sites in Abidjan on Aug. 19. Two months later, the cleanup was still under way. 

Outrage over similarly infamous incidents in the 1980s, including the dumping by Italian businessmen of 8,000 drums of chemical waste on a Nigerian beach in 1987, prompted the creation of international legislation. 

The so-called Basel Convention was amended in 1995 to include a total ban on toxic waste shipments from industrialized nations, and experts say it has helped stem the flow of many kinds of chemical or industrial wastes to Africa and Asia. 

But other detritus from the developed world known as electronic waste _ discarded computers and televisions sets _ is growing and may be an even greater concern, environmental experts say. According to the U.N., about 20 million to 50 million tons of "e-waste" is generated worldwide annually. Such waste contains toxins like lead and mercury or other chemicals that can poison waterways if buried or pour noxious toxins into the air if burned. 
"Hazardous electronic waste is flowing to Africa on container ships every day. It's not as dramatic as was what happened in Ivory Coast, but over the long run it will have more of an environmental impact," Jim Puckett, founder of the Seattle-based environmental watchdog, Basel Action Network, told The Associated Press by telephone from London. 

"More of it is being produced and it is still flowing down the path of least resistance _ from the rich countries to the poor," he said. 

Some African states, including Ivory Coast, have failed to ratify the main amendment to the Basel Convention. Key nations like the United States _ which produces the most hazardous waste per capita of any country in the world _ have rejected it altogether. 

Ivory Coast's own tragedy began when a Korean-built, Greek-managed, Panamanian-flagged tanker chartered by the multibillion dollar (euro) Dutch commodities trading company Trafigura Beheer BV docked in Amsterdam to discharge its load July 2, according to Greenpeace. The ship, the Probo Koala, had been acting as a storage vessel for unrefined gasoline and Trafigura said it was trying to get rid of "washings" left behind after a routine cleaning with caustic soda. 
Amsterdam port officials agreed to dispose of the waste for US$15,000 (euro12,000), but after realizing it was a bigger load and tougher to cope with than expected, upped the price. Trafigura refused to pay, and left. 

The ship traveled on to Estonia, and then Africa _ where it found a local company in Ivory Coast called Tommy that agreed to dispose of the waste for roughly the original price. 

But Tommy lacked facilities to get rid of the waste. No company in Ivory Coast has such facilities, said Safiatou Ba N'daw, who heads a special Ivorian government committee set up to deal with the crisis. 
Ivorian officials and witnesses say more than a dozen trucks contracted by Tommy simply poured 528 tons of the waste at 17 public sites around Abidjan after midnight Aug. 19. The lagoon-side city's main garbage dump. A roadside field beside a prison. A sewage canal. 

People woke to an intense stench _ a mixture of rotten eggs and burnt garlic and onions. By morning, eyes were stinging, noses bleeding, stomachs, chests and ears were aching. 
Tests later showed the sludge contained mercaptans and hydrogen sulfide, a potent poison that, particularly in confined spaces, can cause blackouts, respiratory failure and death. 

Kakou, the 27-year-old construction worker who died three weeks later, fell ill immediately, according to his uncle David Ncho. 
Kakou suffered asthma but otherwise had been in good health. On the last day of his life, he planned to go to one of the emergency clinics set up to deal with the crisis, and got up early to avoid the horrendously long lines. His family found him dead in the shower. 

"Why did they dump this here? Why did they do it?" Ncho asked. "They must have known it was deadly. Why bring it to Africa?" 
Authorities in the Netherlands, Estonia and Ivory Coast have launched investigations. Trafigura officials maintain they broke no laws. 

Ivory Coast authorities have jailed seven people, including four Ivorian officials, the Nigerian head of Tommy and two French executives of Trafigura. All have been charged with breaking local toxic waste disposal laws, said Ali Yeo, a senior Justice Ministry official. 

Many Ivorian residents have leveled anger at their government for allowing in the shipment. Mobs of angry youth burned the house of a port official and dragged the deposed transport minister from his car and beat him. 

More than 100,000 Abidjan residents sought treatment, 69 were hospitalized and 10 died, though the exact reasons are still under investigation, said Health Ministry spokesman Simeon N'Da. 
Two months later, cleanup workers from Tredi International, a French company, wear respiratory masks and white protective clothing while working alongside bulldozers that scoop up sludge and the trash it mixed with, pour it in large steel containers that are sealed and sprayed with a chemical cleaning solution. Tredi spokesman Henri Pettigand said he hoped the cleanup operation would finish this week. The waste will eventually be shipped back to Europe, but no specific destination has been agreed. 

Near the cleanup effort, young scavengers search for aluminum, rubber and dolls heads, ignoring skull-and-crossbones signs. 

_________________________________________________________________

The Independent: Iceland defies world ban with return to whaling 

By Michael McCarthy
18 October 2006 

Iceland has decided to resume commercial whaling, in defiance of the 20-year-old international whaling moratorium. The country joins Norway in openly hunting the great whales for profit. In recent years it has been killing a small number of animals annually but saying it was hunting them for "scientific" reasons, as does Japan. 

Iceland's current permits include 200 minke whales from 2003-07, of which 161 have been caught, leaving 39 for 2007. It will now allow whalers to harpoon a commercial quota of 30 minke whales and nine fin whales in the year to the end of August 2007.

The huge fin whale, second in size only to the blue whale, the world's largest animal, dropped in numbers catastrophically during the 20th century because of hunting. It is listed as an endangered species by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.

But the Icelanders took a robust view of their decision yesterday. "The Icelandic economy is overwhelmingly dependent on the utilisation of living marine resources in the ocean around the country," the Icelandic Fisheries Ministry said in a statement. "We are ready to start hunts immediately," said Kristjan Loftsson, head of the Icelandic whaling company that received the hunt permit.

The pro-whaling countries argue that stocks have recovered since the International Whaling Commission imposed the moratorium on hunts in 1986. Iceland contends there are about 70,000 minke whales and 25,800 fin whales in the central North Atlantic region.

However, environmentalists are strongly opposed to the move. "We strongly urge Iceland to abandon its plans to resume commercial whaling. It's cruel, there's no money in whaling, hardly anyone in Iceland eats whale meat and now they want to expand their whaling to include an endangered species - it's crazy," said Robbie Marsland, UK director of the International Fund for Animal Welfare.

He went on: "Iceland has been struggling to sell whale meat obtained since 2003 through its so-called scientific whaling programme. As well as no scientific findings of value being released from this, Iceland has tried and failed to find markets for its whale meat.

Recent polling by Gallup in Iceland revealed that only 1.1 per cent of Icelanders eat whale meat once a week or more, while 82.4 per cent of 16- to 24-year-olds never eat whale meat... IFAW urges Iceland to protect its booming whale watching industry, which attracts thousands of tourists to Iceland every year.

Tourism groups and whale watching organisations in Iceland have voiced their concerns over the effects of scientific whaling on their economy. To pursue commercial whaling, and to add endangered fin whales to the list, will risk serious damage to Iceland's tourism industry, as well as its international reputation."

Greenpeace made the same point last night. "Iceland has no market for whale meat, but they do have a huge and far more valuable market for whale watching," said campaigner Sarah Duthie. Greenpeace has collected 87,000 signatures from foreigners who say they might visit the country if Reykjavik abandoned whale hunts.

While Norway and Japan have taken whales since 1986, the Norwegians commercially and the Japanese under the guise of science, the Icelanders have had an on-off relationship with hunting.

The Norwegians allowed a quota of 1,052 minke whales in 2006, while Japan caught 850 minke whales and 10 fin whales in Antarctic waters last season. 
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_________________________________________________________________

Terra España: Expertos chinos rebaten teorías desaparición glaciares Himalaya

18.10.2006
Un equipo de científicos chinos, ayudados por expertos de la India, Nepal y Bután, analiza desde esta semana los cambios sufridos por la cordillera del Himalaya en las últimas décadas, y aseguró hoy que los glaciares en efecto se están derritiendo, pero no tan rápido como creen los más alarmistas.
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De acuerdo con declaraciones a la prensa oficial de los expertos, que actualmente se encuentran en la zona nororiental de esa cordillera (en la región autónoma del Tíbet), los glaciares están disminuyendo su tamaño, pero más despacio de lo que se pensaba.

En los años 80, con el descubrimiento de fenómenos como el calentamiento global y el 'efecto invernadero', expertos en medio ambiente señalaron que zonas heladas como los Polos o el Himalaya serían las primeras en verse afectadas por el ascenso de las temperaturas en el planeta.

Algunos llegaron a señalar que los glaciares del Techo del Mundo, donde están los montes más altos del planeta, se derretirían en 50 años, por lo que hacia 2020 habrían desaparecido por completo.

Zhang Wenjing, uno de los expertos que forma parte de la actual expedición, aseguró que esas afirmaciones fueron 'excesivamente pesimistas, pues de momento los glaciares en el centro y el este del Himalaya no han sufrido deshielos a gran escala'.

En declaraciones a la agencia Xinhua, Zhang destacó que no se han registrado tampoco inundaciones de los lagos en zonas próximas al Himalaya, una posibilidad con la que contaban los científicos, y aventuró que las grandes masas de hielo 'no se derretirán en las décadas venideras, ni siquiera en siglos'.

También señaló que la temperatura de la Tierra no aumentará indefinidamente, y en cuestión de siglos bajará de nuevo siguiendo los ciclos habituales, quizá hasta el punto de iniciarse, dentro de millones de años una nueva era glacial como las que hubo en la Prehistoria.

La última glaciación, no obstante, terminó hace 10.000 años, relativamente muy poco tiempo en lo que a periodos climáticos de la Tierra se refiere.

Zhang añadió que en un planeta donde las temperaturas están cambiando, y con ello motivando fenómenos climáticos a veces catastróficos, los glaciares podrán servir para ajustar y moderar de forma natural estos efectos adversos.

China tiene 47.000 glaciares, que ocupan un área total de 59.000 kilómetros cuadrados.

El equipo formado por 12 científicos chinos se encuentra en el Tíbet desde el pasado lunes 16, y será el primero que podrá investigar todo el Himalaya en su conjunto, merced a la colaboración con sus homólogos de países vecinos.

La investigación se centra en cambios geológicos y del ecosistema en la región, aunque también se analizará el desarrollo económico de estas aisladas zonas montañosas.

En el año 2002, un informe de la ONU alertó sobre la posibilidad de que 44 lagos del Himalaya se desborden como consecuencia del calentamiento climático global, con gran peligro para los habitantes de zonas como el Tíbet y el ecosistema del Techo del Mundo.

_________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (UK): Paying for our sins

George Monbiot
18.10.2006

Offsetting makes us feel better, allows us to consume more to the benefit of the polluters, deflects attention away from the real and present danger that is climate change and, George Monbiot finds, does little good

Rejoice! We have a way out. Our guilty consciences appeased, we can continue to fill up our SUVs and fly around the world without the least concern about our impact on the planet. How has this magic been arranged? By something called "carbon offsets". You buy yourself a clean conscience by paying someone else to undo the harm you are causing.

This week, the Co-op's holiday firm Travelcare started selling offsets to its customers. If they want to fly to Spain, they pay an extra £3. Then they can forget about their contribution to climate change. The money will be spent on projects in the developing world, such as building wind farms and more efficient cooking stoves. In August, BP launched its "target neutral" scheme, enabling customers to "neutralise the CO2 emissions caused by their driving". The consequences of an entire year's motoring can be discharged for just £20.

Again, your money will be invested in the developing world - "a biomass energy plant in Himachal Pradesh; a wind farm in Karnataka, India, and an animal waste management and methane capture program in Mexico" - and you need have no further worries about what you and BP are doing to the atmosphere (or, for that matter to the tundra in Alaska).

It sounds great. Without requiring any social or political change, and at a tiny cost to the consumer, the problem of climate change is solved. Having handed over a few quid, we can all sleep easy again.

This is not the first time such schemes have been sold. In his book The Rise of the Dutch Republic, published in 1855, John Lothrop Motley describes the means by which the people of the Netherlands in the 15th and 16th centuries could redeem their sins. "The sale of absolutions was the source of large fortunes to the priests ... God's pardon for crimes already committed, or about to be committed, was advertised according to a graduated tariff. Thus, poisoning, for example, was absolved for 11 ducats, six livres tournois. Absolution for incest was afforded at 36 livres, three ducats. Perjury came to seven livres and three carlines. Pardon for murder, if not by poison, was cheaper. Even a parricide could buy forgiveness at God's tribunal at one ducat; four livres, eight carlines."

Just as in the 15th and 16th centuries you could sleep with your sister and kill and lie without fear of eternal damnation, today you can live exactly as you please as long as you give your ducats to one of the companies selling indulgences. It is pernicious and destructive nonsense.

Irreversible melting
The problem is this. If runaway climate change is not to trigger the irreversible melting of the Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets and drive hundreds of millions of people from their homes, the global temperature rise must be confined to 2C above pre-industrial levels.

As the figures I have published in my book Heat show, this requires a 60% cut in global climate emissions by 2030, which means a 90% cut in the rich world. Even if, through carbon offset schemes carried out in developing countries, every poor nation on the planet became carbon-free, we would still have to cut most of the carbon we produce at home. Buying and selling carbon offsets is like pushing the food around on your plate to create the impression that you have eaten it.

Any scheme that persuades us we can carry on polluting delays the point at which we grasp the nettle of climate change and accept that our lives have to change. But we cannot afford to delay. The big cuts have to be made now, and the longer we leave it, the harder it will be to prevent runaway climate change from taking place. By selling us a clean conscience, the offset companies are undermining the necessary political battle to tackle climate change at home. They are telling us we don't need to be citizens; we need only to be better consumers.

BP and Travelcare, like other companies, want to keep expanding their business. Offset schemes allow them to do so while asserting they have gone green. Yet aviation emissions, to give one example, are rising so fast in the UK that before 2020 they will account for the country's entire sustainable carbon allocation. A couple of decades after that, global aircraft emissions will match the sustainable carbon level for all economic sectors, across the entire planet. Perhaps the carbon offset companies will then start schemes on Mars, as we will soon need several planets to absorb the carbon dioxide we release. Offsets, then, are being used as an excuse for the unsustainable growth of carbon-intensive activities.

But these are not the only problems. A tonne of carbon saved today is far more valuable in terms of preventing climate change than a tonne of carbon saved in three years' time. Almost all the carbon offset schemes take time to recoup the emissions we release today. As far as I can discover, none of the companies that sell them uses discount rates for its carbon savings (which would reflect the difference in value between the present and the future). This means they could all be accused of unintentional but systemic false accounting.

And while the carbon we release by flying or driving is certain and verifiable, the carbon absorbed by offset projects is less attestable. Many will succeed, and continue to function over the necessary period. Others will fail, especially the disastrous forays into tree planting that some companies have made. To claim a carbon saving, you also need to demonstrate that these projects would not have happened without you - that Mexico would not have decided to capture the methane from its pig farms, or that people in India would not have bought new stoves of their own accord. In other words, you must look into a counterfactual future. I have yet to meet someone from a carbon offset company who possesses supernatural powers.

At the offices of Travelcare and the forecourts owned by BP, you can now buy complacency, political apathy and self-satisfaction. But you cannot buy the survival of the planet.

· George Monbiot's new book, Heat: How to Stop the Planet Burning, is published by Penguin, RRP £17.99. To order a copy for £16.99 with free UK p&p go to guardian.co.uk/bookshop or call 0870 836 0875. His website exposing the false environmental claims of companies and politicians is at www.turnuptheheat.org
___________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Diesel Truck Soot Linked to Asthma 

17.10.2006

NEW YORK, New York, October 17, 2006 (ENS) - Fine particulate matter from the exhaust of diesel trucks is a major contributor to the high rates of asthma in children in the South Bronx, according to a five-year study released Monday by New York University. The study found that asthma symptoms, particularly wheezing, doubled among elementary school children on high traffic days, as large numbers attend schools in close proximity to busy truck routes. 

Other studies have shown that people who live near highways have a higher incidence of asthma, but researchers had not measured levels of traffic air pollutants that individuals were being exposed to. 

"We went in and actually measured personal exposures to traffic pollution, which had not been done before," said George Thurston, an associate professor of Environmental Medicine at NYU School of Medicine and one of the study's principal researchers. "Our results confirm that diesel soot particles in air pollution are causing exacerbations of asthma in children." 

The South Bronx has among the highest asthma rates in New York City, with recent studies indicating more than 20 percent of elementary school children suffer from the respiratory ailment. 

For this latest investigation, the research team dispatched a mobile van lab to assess ground-level pollution levels. In addition, they gave 40 elementary students special backpacks to collect further data on air quality. 

Data on respiratory symptoms, lung function, activity patterns, as well as personal air pollution exposures were collected at the same time. 

According to the study, among all of the children the daily average exposure to fine particulate matter, known as PM2.5, ranged from 20 to 50 micrograms per cubic meter. 

The researchers report that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) daily PM2.5 limit of 35 micrograms per cubic meter was exceeded on about one-third of the study days. 

Although only about 10 percent of the total mass of tiny particles was diesel soot, it was this portion that was most closely related to children's adverse health effects, the researchers said. 

They found the major type of air pollutant that was associated with symptoms of asthma was elemental carbon. This type of carbon, called black soot, is found in diesel exhaust and is a component of particulate matter in pollution that is smaller than 2.5 microns. This type of carbon has been cited as a causal agent in asthma in a number of other controlled-exposure studies in the laboratory. 

"Essentially this study is a call to further action," said Representative Jose Serrano, a Democrat representing South Bronx. "We cannot sit idly by and let our children suffer because of past land use and transportation planning decisions, which are now causing so much harm in the South Bronx." 

The area is surrounded by several major highways - at the South Bronx Hunts Point Market alone, some 12,000 trucks roll in and out daily. 

About one-fifth of all pre-K to 8th-grade students in the South Bronx attend schools within less than two blocks of major highways. 

The study comes in the wake of considerable controversy over the EPA's new standards for particulate matter. Last month EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson announced a tightening of the daily PM2.5 standard from 65 micrograms per cubic meter to 35 micrograms, but opted not to change the annual standard of 15 micrograms. 

The latter decision drew widespread outrage from public health experts, who contend there is ample evidence that the standard should be between 12 and 14 micograms. EPA's Clean Air Science Advisory Committee, in an unprecedented move, sent Johnson a letter expressing dismay that the new standards do not reflect their recommendations.

___________________________________________________________________________
Los Angeles Times: Scientists Say Seafood's Benefits Outweigh Risks

By Marla Cone
18 October 2006 

The heart-healthy food should be eaten twice a week and in variety, but some should be avoided by children and certain women, a study advises.

The health benefits of eating fish twice a week outweigh the risks, but children and women of childbearing age should not eat certain types that are highly contaminated, according to a report released Tuesday by a national panel of scientists. 

Seafood is rich in nutrients that help protect against heart disease, and most Americans do not eat enough, the scientists reported. It is high in protein; lower in saturated fats and cholesterol than most beef, pork and poultry; and contains more of the "good fats," the omega-3 fatty acids that seem to protect the heart.

"The high nutritional quality of seafood makes it an important component of a healthy diet," according to the committee of the Institute of Medicine, part of the National Academies. 

Adults and children should eat two 3-ounce servings a week, and if they consume more, they should vary the types to avoid exposure to a lot of contaminants from a single source, the committee reported.

The scientists included caveats for children younger than 13 and for women who are or may become pregnant or who are nursing. They should eat the two weekly servings but "should avoid large, predatory fish such as shark, swordfish, tilefish or king mackerel" because they contain high levels of mercury, which may alter a child's brain development. They also should limit albacore or white tuna to 6 ounces a week. 

People at risk of heart disease should also eat fish twice a week, and there "may be additional benefits" if they include fish with high omega-3 content, such as salmon.

The scientists, assigned the task of balancing the benefits of seafood with the dangers posed by contaminants, echoed the 2004 guidelines of the Food and Drug Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency. But they said the message to American consumers had been fragmented and confusing, and they advised the agencies to develop new tools for informing the public. 

"As consumption of seafood rises, there has been increasing concern about the potential risks" because of chemicals, heavy metals and infectious microbes in oceans and inland waters, said committee Chairman Malden Nesheim, Cornell University provost emeritus and professor emeritus of nutrition. "Consumers are therefore confronted with a dilemma. We are told that seafood is good for us and that we should be eating more of it," yet various agencies are advising caution, he said.

"Consumers need better guidance on making seafood choices," Nesheim said.

The 608-page report provides guidelines for different age and health-risk groups. Panel members hope agencies will turn the guidelines into "user-friendly" advice.

Environmental groups criticized the report as playing up benefits and downplaying risks. They said they found it alarming that the panel did not suggest smaller servings for children, who are more vulnerable to mercury and other contaminants.

The report "did a decent job of detailing the benefits, but did a lousy job of explaining the risks. Consumers had hoped that this study would clarify the confusion at the seafood counter, but many will still be left scratching their heads," said Gerald Leape of the National Environmental Trust.

"Worse yet," said seafood campaign director Jackie Savitz of the marine-habitat advocacy group Oceana, "the report attempts to undermine government advice by downplaying the mercury risks, especially with regard to children and America's No. 1 most heavily consumed fish: tuna." 

Also on Tuesday, the Harvard School of Public Health reported in the Journal of the American Medical Assn. that a regular diet of fish reduced the risk of heart disease by 36%. "For major health outcomes among adults, the benefits of eating fish greatly outweigh the risks," said lead author Dariush Mozaffarian.

The scientists on the national panel said they used the best available data, although they called much of the information "insufficient or too preliminary."

For example, the panel concluded that seafood reduced the risk of heart disease, either because it replaces fattier meats or because its omega-3 fatty acids protect the heart. But they said data were insufficient to know whether people who had had a heart attack could reduce the risk of future ones by eating fish. And it is still unclear whether seafood helps prevent diabetes, cancer or Alzheimer's disease.

People can get the most benefit and minimize risk if they pay attention to what seafood they eat, the report says. 

Lean fish such as tuna and halibut are low in saturated fat and cholesterol and have moderate amounts of omega-3. 

Large, predatory ones, however, accumulate high levels of mercury.

Fatty fish, particularly salmon, provide the most omega-3 but also contain more cholesterol and can build up higher amounts of polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, contaminants with health risks.

Shellfish are low in saturated fat but do not contain much omega-3. Though generally low in chemicals and metals, they can contain microbes that cause infections if eaten raw.

William T. Hogarth, director of the National Marine Fisheries Service, which paid for the study with the FDA, said the report showed that "the contaminant scare is largely overblown."

But the panel did not go that far, saying the risks to fetuses and children could be serious.

"We were surprised by the lack of reliable data on the distribution of some contaminants in the seafood supply," Nesheim said, so "federal agencies should increase monitoring."

Panel member David Bellinger, a Harvard Medical School professor of neurology and environmental health, said, "Because of the uncertainties, especially on the risk side, the committee felt it was important to emphasize that consumers should consume a variety of fish." 

Each type of fish contains different chemicals and concentrations, so by varying them, "benefits can be maximized but the overall risk profile can be managed," he said.

"One of the take-home messages is that the balance of benefits and risks are different for different populations," said Julie A. Caswell, a committee member and University of Massachusetts professor of resource economics.

The report is available through the institute's website, http://www.iom.edu . 

___________________________________________________________________________
The Age (Australia): Welcome to the year 3000 and a brave new world

Nic Fleming
18 October  2006

HUMANS will grow to an average of two metres, live to the age of 120 and all have brown skin by 3000, an evolutionary expert says.

Oliver Curry, of the Darwin@LSE research centre at the London School of Economics, said on Monday racial differences would become less pronounced, thanks to trends in nutrition, medicine and migration.

Dr Curry predicted humans would decline physically and lose key social and interactive skills because of an over-dependence on technology and medical interventions.

By the year 102,000, humans will have split into two sub-species — the "genetic haves" and the "genetic have-nots". Dr Curry, who was commissioned to do the study of how humans would evolve over the next 1000, 10,000 and 100,000 years by TV channel Bravo, said: "The future of man will be a story of the good, the bad and the ugly. While science and technology have the potential to create an ideal habitat for humanity over the next millennium, there is a possibility of a monumental genetic hangover.

"After that, things could get ugly, with the possible emergence of genetic 'haves' and 'have-nots'."

Dr Curry said humans would reach physical peak about 3000, with improved nutrition and understanding of the human body. Men would reach average heights of between 1.83 and 2.13 metres.

Physical features would evolve to emphasise features valued in the opposite sex by men and women looking for potential mates, such as health, youth and fertility.

Men would have more symmetrical facial features, squarer jaws, deeper voices and be better endowed. Women would have large, clear eyes, pert breasts, glossy hair, more symmetrical features and hairless skin.

Variations in skin colouring were expected to be smoothed out, with most humans moving towards a brown tone.

"Race is only skin deep," Dr Curry told Britain's Sun newspaper. "There was a time when we were all the same colour. As we become more interconnected throughout the world, racial difference is likely to be diluted."

By about the year 12,000, he said, communication skills and emotional capabilities such as love, sympathy, trust and respect would have diminished, eroding the abilities of humans to care for others or perform in teams.

The increased eating of processed foods would mean humans did less chewing, leading to less developed jaws and shorter chins. Immune systems would deteriorate due to hygiene obsession and a heavy reliance on medicines.

"If we are all popping pills, diseases such as cancer won't be weeded out of the gene pool," Dr Curry told The Sun. Infants would be larger at birth, forcing mothers to have caesarean sections. Humans would be able to replace faulty stretches of DNA thanks to advances in genetic engineering — potentially leading to more genetic uniformity and vulnerability to disease.

"Our ideas of what we find attractive will evolve and as a result we will develop technologies that will enable us to upgrade ourselves," he said.

He predicted that in 100,000 years the genetic elite would move in ever more exclusive circles. They would be increasingly tall, thin, clean, healthy and creative, while the genetic underclass would be short, stocky, asymmetrical, unhealthy, less intelligent and grubby.

"We certainly can't predict definitely what is going to happen but we can make educated predictions based on our understanding of how evolution works," Dr Curry said.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update 18 October  2006

More clues in HP spy drama

Bangkok Post, 18 October 2006

The Hewlett-Packard spy scandal turned more sordid by the day; ex-chairwoman Patricia Dunn turned out to be the one who gave private phone numbers to private eyes; CEO Mark Hurd either knew what was happening or tried hard not to know; the alleged ''ethics director'' Kevin Hunsaker, said during the spying that the spying would be terrible because _ get this from an ethics person _ ''We could end up with some seriously bad publicity;'' Dunn, Hunsaker and three accomplices face charges of conspiracy and free board at the Greybar Hotel. Former CEO Carly Fiorina, probably tempted to call her book I Told You So, wrote in Tough Choices that the Hewlett-Packard board was already dysfunctional when she arrived in 1999. 

Google began a project to combat illiteracy. If you cannot read this, go immediately to www.google.com/literacy. Wenn Sie das nicht lesen konnen, gehen Sie sofort nach www.google.de/literacy. Google put an actual value on the high-traffic, low-income video phenomenon YouTube: $1.6 billion, about twice as much as Manchester United including stadium and all the players; by comparison, International Review is for sale for half that amount again. 

Google launched its Literacy Project, discussed an Apple hookup for Google Maps and iPhoto, updated the Google Satellite and Google Earth imagery (check out Bangkok close-ups!) and released Code Search for programmers. Google co-founder Sergey Brin ordered employees to stop opening so many projects, and work harder to get the ones they have working together better. 

Telstra of Australia switched on the world's most widespread third generation yuppiephone network; the 3G network offers 12 channels of TV, sports and movie downloads; CEO Sol Trujillo explained that ''life in Australia will be changed forever'' by the high-speed wireless telephones. 

A last minute fax to Europe from Microsoft appealed the $375 million fine for being an abusive monopoly on the dying continent; crusty, old EU regulators will rush to decide the appeal within nine months. After a brief investigation lasting merely five years, the shoot-first, ask-later regulators of the young, vital European Commission began consultations on whether to charge Intel Corp with shady business practices, possibly as early as 2007. 

Microsoft released what it hoped was its final beta version of Windows Vista; the company said it was on track for its revised, changed, new, improved family-size release deadline of around Chinese New Year or so. McAfee and the ''security firm'' Symantec joined forces to protest the meanies at Microsoft were acting like an abusive monopoly; details of the new Windows Vista have been kept secret, said the anti-virus vendors, making it difficult to design products to compete with Microsoft's own security offerings. Kaspersky of Russia, which is an actual computer security firm, said Symantec and McAfee were talking nonsense, that it's as easy as ever to make Windows security tools under Vista. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Virgin Galactic welcomes you to the weekly suborbital space flight of SpaceShipTwo here in 2008; please be certain your seat belt is unbuckled so you can get the most out of your $200,000 flight up here at 360,000 feet; for your next flight, bring along five friends at a special cost of just $1,764,000 _ 66,264,650 baht in real money. 

Southern Chinese script kiddies from Guangdong province launched an organised but unsuccessful attempt to get into the US Commerce Department web site; the self-styled ''hackers'' forced the Americans to change their network setup so the script monkeys couldn't get commercial and economic data. 

Apple Computer announced that Steve ''President for Life'' Jobs was totally innocent of any suspected misconduct over stock options; unfortunately, the US Securities and Exchange Commission didn't sign off on that judgment. 

Speaking of ridiculous, the Cambodian government lifted its ban on third generation yuppiephones _ imposed because Premier Hun Sen's wife feared they might be used to transmit pr0n; the new regulations allow 3G (when it gets to Cambodia) but no video will be allowed; that's sort of like allowing cars but not allowing engines. 

Sony of Japan, exclusive makers of the world's exploding, fire-starting batteries, mulled whether to recall the few remaining batteries. 

Hackers claimed they put a zero-day flaw into Firefox browser, then backed off the claim _ translation: There are no safe Windows browsers. Apple patched an operating system flaw already exploited by hackers _ translation: There are no safe online tools. 

Google said it had joined the United Nations in a battle to the finish against rampant forest destruction, retreating glaciers and explosive urban growth; the reality is a little less dramatic; Google posted before-and-after satellite images of ''global environmental hotspots'' to help the UN Environment Programme try to tweak public awareness; you need Google Earth software and must click on Featured Content for material like this: ''In the Trang Estuary along Thailand's western shoreline, an explosion in shrimp farming can be seen cutting into the disappearing mangrove forests between January 1990 and October 2001.'' 

When you simply must know the most expensive items for sale on eBay: tinyurl.com/rjxyx. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/Database/18Oct2006_data05.php 

How to face down the ticking climate clock  

Xinhua, 2006-10-17 10:50:02  

[text see yesterday's brief] 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2006-10/17/content_5213081.htm 

Reduce remissions now, or else 

Achim Steiner and Yvo de Boer, Geneva

The Jakarta Post, 17 October 2006

[text see yesterday's brief] 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaileditorial.asp?fileid=20061017.E04&irec=3 

also in:

Playing for their lives

The Statesman, India, 17 October 2006
http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=4&theme=&usrsess=1&id=133304 

Halving poverty by 2015 

Nepali Times, 17 October 2006, KIRAN PANDAY 

Kim Hak-Suis the Bangkok-based executive secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commision for the Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP). Nepali Times interviewed Kim in Kathmandu this week, where he attended the South Asia Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Forum. The goals include halving poverty by 2015. The South Asia MDG Forum met here to develop a roadmap to eradicate extreme poverty in the region.

Nepali Times: What does the MDG Forum hope to achieve?

Kim Hak-Su: This Forum provides an opportunity for stakeholders from eight South Asian countries to evaluate their progress towards meeting the MDGs, the challenges they face, and the actions needed in the short-to medium-term future to meet the 2015 deadline. 

The participants—who represent governments, civil society, media, and academia in their home countries—will develop an action plan listing the immediate steps necessary for South Asian countries to move forward with MDGs. 

But this time, I am disappointed to see that only one government level official, just your finance minister, out of eight countries has attended the Forum. This shows that we must do more to solicit more high-level participation.

And how do you plan to do that?

UN agencies must certainly step up their awareness campaigns and the lessons learned here should be kept in mind during the other upcoming sub-regional forums, like the Southeast Asian Forum coming up in December in Hanoi. 

Does achieving MDG targets mean a country is relatively problem-free?

If a country met the targets it would mean it had taken the basic steps to reduce poverty and address crucial development challenges. The UN believes the MDGs are the minimum requirements for a country to move towards progressive development. The MDGs are not the answer to all development problems, but a good blueprint for moving forward. 

How does Nepal’s progress on MDGs compare with other South Asian countries?

No developing country in the world is on track for all of the 2015 targets. Nepal too is on track for some, but off track for others. Nepal has reduced the number of people with income under $1 per day, an indicator of ‘extreme poverty’, and increased the number of students enrolled in primary education and ensured these enrolments include girls and boys. Nepal is also progressing well in reducing deaths in children below the age of five. 

However, like other South Asian countries, Nepal is not doing so well on reducing infant mortality. I hope the Forum will allow the Nepali delegation to gather lessons from other countries on how to redress this situation. 

Do you agree with donors who say the conflict is the biggest obstacle to development?

Investing in MDGs, even when countries are facing security difficulties, can improve the situation. Studies show that when basic development needs are met—such as a reasonable level of income, food security, and access to basic health care—security issues can be addressed more effectively. 

The MDGs are a long term plan, an investment for the future. National or international security issues, which are often temporary, should not stop our efforts to fight poverty and other goals. 

How do you rate the UN’s role here in achieving the MDGs?

Nepal has made progress since 2000. For example, between 1996 and 2004 Nepal reduced the percentage of people living below $1 a day from 34.4 to 24.1 percent. However, progress needs to be stepped up to meet the 2015 deadline. Like other countries in the region, Nepal needs to strengthen its institutional capacity to deliver accessible services to the poor, vulnerable, and marginalised groups. 

There is a need for strengthened regional cooperation so countries like Nepal can learn from the good MDG practices of other South Asian countries. I’m proud of the work we in UNESCAP, and the tri-partite initiative with UNDP and ADB, have been doing to assist countries in meeting the MDGs. 
http://www.nepalihimal.com/ntimestemp/interview.htm 

Booming populations threaten East Asian coasts  

Zee News, India 

[text see yesterday's brief]

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=329887&ssid=26&sid=ENV 

 also in:

Booming populations threaten East Asian coasts 

Thanh Nien Daily, Vietnam, 17 October 2006

http://www.thanhniennews.com/worlds/?catid=9&newsid=21197 

Rising populations theaten Asia coasts

China Post, Taiwan, 2006/10/17, By Ben Blanchard BEIJING, Reuters

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asiapacific/detail.asp?GRP=C&id=92983 

Environment protection head warns of severe threat 

EastDay.com, China, 17/10/2006 9:30 

China will make an all-out effort to protect its marine environment, which is facing serious pollution threats, said the country's top environment official yesterday. 

"China is a country with huge marine resources, and its oceans and coastal regions are crucial parts of the country's economy," said Zhou Shengxian, director of the State Environmental Protection Administration. 

"But pollution control in and along China's rivers and seas is still under great pressure," Zhou said, adding that pollution originating on land had been on the rise for many years. 

Zhou made the remarks in Beijing at a five-day GPA workshop, a global United Nations Environment Program project on action to protect the marine environment. 

"Marine environment crises occur regularly in China, and pollution is still very serious at the mouths of major rivers and some bays," Zhou said. 

Measures to clean up the environment will focus on northeastern Bohai Bay, the areas around the mouth of the Yangtze River and the southern section of the Pearl River in Guangdong Province, he said, adding that sewage discharge would be restricted in these areas. 

The three key areas pinpointed by Zhou are close to China's three major economic engines - the Bohai industrial belt, the Shanghai region, and the Pearl River Delta in Guangdong, bordering Hong Kong. 

Zhou took over the State Environmental Protection Administration office last December after his predecessor Xie Zhenhua was sacked over a chemical spill that seriously polluted the country's northeastern Songhua River. 

http://english.eastday.com/eastday/englishedition/node20676/userobject1ai2381717.html 

General Environment News

Scientists find no serious melting of glaciers in eastern part of Himalayas 

People’s Daily Online, 18 October 2006

Contrary to what many experts predicted, Chinese scientists have found no evidence in the middle and eastern part of the Himalayas that the Himalayan glaciers are retreating rapidly or melting fast. 

The glaciers in the region are melting comparatively slowly, said Zhang Wenjing, a leading scientist on the international Himalaya expedition team. 

In the 1980s, some overseas experts forecast that the Himalayan glaciers would melt completely in 50 years, and experts in China predicted that glaciers in west China would disappear around the year 2020. 

Zhang, who is from the Chengdu Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment under the Chinese Academy of Sciences, said "those predictions may be excessively pessimistic -- so far glaciers in the middle and eastern part of Himalayas have not shrunk on any large scale." 

"If that was the situation, the lakes under the glaciers would be flooded," Zhang said. 

The globe is warming, but the glaciers in the Himalayas and other parts of western China will not melt in the coming decades and even hundreds of years, said Zhang. 

Zhang said that another widely-reported forecast -- that the icecap in South Pole would soon melt totally -- is also too pessimistic. 

The Antarctica icecap measures 13 million square kilometers. With a temperature 30 degrees centigrade below zero, a lot of heat is needed to make it melt, Zhang said. 

He said that the Earth's temperature will not rise indefinitely, and a new "cold period" will come in several hundred years. 

At the end of 2004, China had more than 47,000 glaciers, covering an area of 59,000 square kilometers. 

The team launched the month-long expedition on Monday. There are 12 Chinese and seven foreign scientists from India, Nepal and Bhutan in the team. 

The researchers will compare the physical geography, physiognomy, geology, ecosystem and economic development of the southern and northern slopes of the Himalayas. Source: Xinhua 

http://english.people.com.cn/200610/18/eng20061018_312814.html 

Japan's Kyoto Gap Widens as Emissions Rise 

Planet Ark, JAPAN: October 18, 2006

TOKYO - Japan's greenhouse gas emissions rose 0.6 percent in the fiscal year to March as oil consumption for heating climed, taking it further from its Kyoto Protocol target to cut pollution, the government said on Tuesday. 

Japan's Environment Ministry said preliminary data showed emission of greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide (CO2), were 1.364 billion tonnes in the fiscal year, reversing a slight decline in 2004-2005 and 14.1 percent above its Kyoto target. 

The increase may be a further blow to the global pact to cut emissions of greenhouse gases that are blamed for global warming, as most European countries are lagging Kyoto targets, and may be an embarassment to Japan, where the pact was signed. 

"To achieve its Kyoto target Japan needs a carbon tax or an emissions trading scheme -- I think Japan can't succeed in its Kyoto target," said Kuniyuki Nishimura, director of the global warming research division of Mitsubishi Research Institute. 

"The biggest factor for the rise was winter heating at homes and offices," a ministry official told Reuters, pointing to a winter that was the coldest in two decades. 

STRUGGLE 

The emission volumes were up 8.1 percent from the benchmark year of 1990 for Kyoto, under which Japan has to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 6 percent from 1990 levels by the 2008-2012 period. Analysts say it will struggle without placing mandatory caps on industrial emissions, like in Europe. 

It may also need to dramatically increase investment in CO2-credit projects in developing nations, which it can use to offset higher pollution levels at home. 

Japan's budget to buy CO2 credits will be 5.4 billion yen (US$45.14 million) for the fiscal year to March 2007, said government affiliate New Energy and Industry Development Organisation, which is responsible for purchases. 

This would only buy about 3 million tonnes worth of credits, equivalent to about 0.2 percent of Japan's emissions this year at current prices of around 12 euros a tonne for carbon credits from emissions-cutting projects. 

"The government will review its emissions plan in the next fiscal year and may consider boosting up purchases of credits," the ministry official said. 

Freezing winter, which saw heavy snow and temperatures in December dropping to the lowest level in 20 years, led to greater use of oil product kerosene for heating in many Japanese homes, where central heating is uncommon. 

Industrial emissions edged up by only 0.2 percent in the 2005/06 year from the year before, while residential emissions grew by 4.5 percent, the government data showed. 

Emissions from transport eased 1.8 percent. 

"To make regulations for households is very hard," another official at the ministry told Reuters. "We're also on the curve of a recovering economy." 

Japan's economy grew an annualised 1.0 percent in the April-June quarter, underpinned by robust domestic private-sector demand. 

The government is still aiming for the bulk of emissions cuts to come from measures, such as voluntary industrial cuts, subsidies for solar power and promotion of energy conservation, hoping to avoid imposing limits on industry.  Story by Ikuko Kao and Neil Chatterjee  

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/38538/story.htm 

Japan Wants to Avoid "Hot Air" CO2 Deals for Kyoto 

Planet Ark, JAPAN: October 18, 2006

TOKYO - Japan, far short of goals to slash greenhouse gases under the Kyoto Protocol, has begun purchasing emissions credits from overseas but wants to avoid buying so-called "hot air" rights to pollute, officials said on Monday. 

Japan's budget to buy carbon dioxide (CO2) credits will be 5.4 billion yen (US$45.14 million) for the current fiscal year to March 2007, said government affiliate New Energy and Industry Development Organisation, which is responsible for purchases. 

An official told Reuters it had started buying credits in July but declined to say what volume. 

Japan's emissions climbed 7.4 percent in 2004 versus 1990 levels in the latest government data, leaving it 14 percent off a Kyoto target to cut emissions. Analysts say it will struggle to meet the target without buying "hot air" from former communist countries that have surplus right to pollute. 

"Hot air is difficult to buy in terms of taxpayers money -- money for hot air would be going for nothing and it would be hard to explain that (to the public)," said Ryota Kondo, deputy director of climate change policy at Japan's Ministry of Environment. 

"Hot air" is surplus credits to pollute held by former communist countries, whose heavy-polluting industry collapsed after the end of the Soviet Union and so emit well below their 1990 levels, the baseline year for the Kyoto targets. 

They can sell these to countries exceeding their Kyoto targets, though such a deal would not actually cut emissions and so goes against the spirit of Kyoto. 

Several EU states, including worst emissions performer Austria, want to buy such surplus rights in the next year to meet Kyoto goals, with countries looking to sell including Romania and Bulgaria. 

The Kyoto Protocol sets greenhouse gas emissions limits for 35 industrialised countries by 2012 to try to tackle climate change. The pact allows countries to trade rights to pollute among themselves. 

Japan is the only country in Asia with a Kyoto target and is seen as a major buyer. 

"It hasn't been ruled out but we don't want to buy (hot air). At the moment we're not buying it," Kondo said. 

Trading such surplus emission reductions could threaten other carbon markets because they would cut the need for countries to buy permits on the EU carbon market, or from developing countries under Kyoto's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). 

Kondo declined to say the volume of credits Japan aims to get from the CDM, in which countries can invest in emissions-reducing projects more cheaply abroad, though the government has previously said it aims to buy 20 million tonnes of CO2 a year. 

"It depends on domestic measures to cut emissions," he said. adding these were targeted to cut emissions by 13.4 percent. (US$1=119.61 Yen) Story by Neil Chatterjee and Ikuko Kao  

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/38549/story.htm 

Carbon Trade Profit Limited by Lack of Big Projects 

Planet Ark, JAPAN: October 18, 2006

TOKYO - The carbon trading business may offer limited profits for traders because projects that offer large credits with relatively small investments have shrunk, a Japanese environmental analyst said on Monday. 

Competition to get the clean development mechanism (CDM) under the United Nations Kyoto scheme to help slow global warming is intensifying, said Kuniyuki Nishimura, director of the global environment research division for Mitsubishi Research Institute. 

Buyers such as electricity producers are using EU carbon dioxide (CO2) prices as a benchmark, but with levels having fallen more than half since April, sellers' margins have been squeezed, he said. 

"There is great demand from utilities. But if there is a good project, it is very tough getting it," Nishimura said. 

Key carbon traders such as Mitsubishi Corp. and Mitsui & Co. see CDM projects to decompose highly densed greenhouse gases, including hydrofluorocarbon (HFC23), offering bigger business potentials than other similar projects. 

HFC23, a byproduct of chlorodifluoroethane (HCFC22) often used as coolant in refrigerators, is thousands of times more potent than CO2. This means that HFC23 projects generate large volumes of carbon credits to sell with relatively smaller investment. 

Other highly densed greenhouse gases include nitrous oxide (N2O) and methane. N2O is 310 times the potency of CO2 and methane is 21 times that of CO2, which also mean that such projects offer sellers larger volumes of CO2 credit to sell with lower investments. 

However, such projets have dwindled, Nishimura said. 

"HFC23 is almost finished, NO2 is almost finished. Landmill methane is still there, but few." 

The Kyoto Protocol sets greenhouse gas emissions limits for 35 industrialised nations by 2012 to try to tackle climate change. The pact allows countries to trade rights to emit greenhouse gases. 

Japan, the only country in Asia with a Kyoto target, is seen as a major buyer because its emissions climbed 7.4 percent in 2004 versus 1990 levels in the latest government data, leaving it 14 percent off a Kyoto target to cut emissions. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/38551/story.htm 

Reduced tuna quota prompts fears of price hikes

The Daily Yomiuri, Japan , 18 October 2006, Susumu Kono and Takayuki Nishizawa Yomiuri Shimbun Staff writers

The recent announcement that the government had agreed to a 50 percent cut in Japan's quota of southern bluefin tuna has sent shock waves through the fishing industry and also raised concerns over possible price rises for the fish at restaurants. 

During the four-day meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) that ended Friday in Miyazaki, Japan agreed to halve--for five years beginning in 2007--its southern bluefin quota to 3,000 tons, from 6,065 tons this year. 

Japan was handed the quota reduction after it was found to have caught more southern bluefin tuna than its 2005 quota allowed. 

A high-ranking official at the Fisheries Agency said that it was regrettable that Japan had overfished southern bluefin tuna in 2005. "The conclusion reached at the CCSBT was a tough one for Japan, but it can't be helped," he said. 

Southern bluefin tuna is often used to make expensive fatty tuna dishes at sushi and Japanese-style restaurants. 

About 90 percent of the fish, which generally migrate to the southern hemisphere, are consumed by Japanese. Southern bluefin tuna accounts for about 3 percent of the tuna supplied to Japan and is as expensive as bluefin tuna, which itself accounts for about 7 percent of the market share. 

However, after peaking at about 50,000 tons in the 1960s, the global catch of the fish plunged to the 40,000-ton level in the 1970s, and less than 20,000 tons in the last three years. 

Many experts say that as bluefin tuna stocks have not increased since 1999, that there will be no egg-laying tuna by 2030 if the current quotas are maintained. 

Japan has been criticized for overfishing southern bluefin tuna, with the Fisheries Agency finding that Japan had caught 1,800 tons more than it was allocated after catches were inspected at ports in 2005. 

Along with the halving of Japan's quota, the CCSBT reduced by about 20 percent the combined figure for other countries from the previous year, to 11,530 tons. 

While Japan was hit with 90 percent of the total reduction, Australia, which is also suspected of overfishing, saw its fishing quota unchanged at 5,265 tons. Australia has also only seen a reduction imposed for three years, compared to Japan's five years. 

As a result of the changes, Japan's 2005 catch of 7,865 tons, which includes the overfished amount, will see a decline of about 4,800 tons, accounting for 27.6 percent of the country's supplies. 

The quota reduction is the first for Japan since the CCSBT was established in 1994. 

The Fisheries Agency believes that Japan's overfishing was caused by a failure among fishermen to coordinate their catches as they all started fishing southern bluefin tuna at the same time. Fishermen are supposed to declare their catches, but there were occasions when reports did not match the actual quantities caught. 

With rising crude oil prices increasing deep sea fishing costs, an industry source said that the high prices paid for southern bluefin tuna make it an attractive prospect for fishermen. 

Since the CCSBT does not allow for punitive measures such as suspending member countries who violate their quota, it is unsurprising that Japanese fishermen were not keen to observe the allocations. 

Observers say imports should be able to compensate for Japan's reduced quota, at least for the time being. Yet the overall reduction in the world catch will also make it more difficult to secure these imports. 

Yoshiike Sakana no Yakata, a supermarket specializing in selling fish in Okachimachi, Tokyo, sells southern bluefin tuna caught off the coast of South Africa. 

An employee there expressed concern that the popularity of southern bluefin tuna, coupled with competition for the fish among markets, will push up the price further. 

In November, another international committee is expected to meet to monitor fish resources, including tuna. 

An employee of trading house Sojitz Corp. said that next year's fishing quota for bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean Sea is likely to be reduced significantly. 

"Prices for tuna that can be used for making fatty dishes may soar in the run-up to the New Year holidays," he said. 

With mad cow disease and bird flu worrying more health conscious consumers, fish has become increasingly popular in the United States and China, boosting demand for other tuna species, including yellowfin tuna. 

Tokushi Yamasaki, an analyst at the Daiwa Institute of Research, said that if Japan's fishing quota is halved, the prices for southern bluefin tuna, the highest quality ingredient used in sushi restaurants, will go up. "Prices for other low-price tuna species and bonito may also soar," he said. "Major fishery companies will invest in farming tuna, which can be expected to increase supply of the fish in the mid to long run. But since it takes three years to farm the fish, it's not likely to have an immediate effect." 

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/business/20061018TDY08007.htm 

Haze distresses orangutans in Indonesian reserve  

Zee News, India 

 Jakarta, Oct 17: Haze from Indonesian forest fires has disturbed orangutans living in a natural reserve on Borneo island, a park official said on Monday, blaming deer hunters for intentionally torching protected areas. 

The fires have been burning for weeks, creating the smoke that has spread over much of Southeast Asia, triggering fears of a repeat of the months of choking haze in 1997-98 that cost the region billions in economic losses. 

Saut Manalu, a senior official at the Tanjung Puting national park where 6,000 orangutans live, said by telephone that animals are even more affected by the smoke than humans. 

"We can hear them scream late at night," he said, adding fires had been found inside the reserve that occupies a large swathe of land in Central Kalimantan province on Indonesia`s side of Borneo island. 

"The fires are at the rim while the orangutans live deeper inside. We are focusing on how to put out the fires. If they go out of control, we will take care of the animals. We may need to evacuate them," said the park official. 

Some of those fires were lit by hunters, Manalu said. 

"In order to lure deer, hunters often set ablaze certain areas so that fresh grass could grow on the burned land. Deer would graze there because they like young leaves," he said. 

Environment and other ministers from Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Brunei failed to reach a detailed attack plan when they gathered on Friday in Indonesia`s haze-affected Riau province on Sumatra Island to discuss the crisis. Bureau Report 

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=329938&ssid=26&sid=ENV 

Legal change urged to give people more say

Bangkok Post, 18 October 2006, APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

An environmental law expert has proposed that the 1992 Environmental Quality Protection Act be amended to give the little man a say in the decision-making process and to improve the work of the four-billion-baht environmental fund. Panat Tasneeyanond, a legal adviser to Natural Resources and Environment Minister Kasem Snidvongs na Ayudhya, said the law must be overhauled since its current version ignores people's right to participate in the making of decisions concerning projects that could destroy their livelihood. 

The 1992 act is the country's first environmental law that requires developers of large-scale projects to conduct environmental impact assessment (EIA) studies. However, the law does not give enough attention to people's participation, leading to a host of disputes between affected people and project developers. 

A good example is the long-standing controversy over the Klong Dan wastewater treatment plant project in Samut Prakan province, he said. 

Fierce opposition from local villagers eventually forced the 23-billion-baht project to be suspended although it was already 99% complete. 

''The law does not allow the people to say 'yes' or 'no' to a proposed project that may cause negative impacts on their lives. So, we have to amend the law to guarantee the people's right to take part in the making of decisions concerning such projects,'' said Mr Panat, a former Tak senator and chairman of the senate environment committee. 

The EIA, meanwhile, should cover not only impacts on the environment but also those on people's livelihood, he said. 

Mr Panat, however, warned that giving people too much power in the decision-making process also could result in long delays, so the amended law should have a mechanism to ensure a suitable level of public participation. 

The environmental fund should also be revised, he said. Established under the 1992 act, the fund aims to provide financial support to efforts to improve the quality of the environment, including granting loans for garbage disposal and waste water treatment projects. 

The fund currently has around four billion baht, which came from the Fuel Oil Fund, service fees and fines imposed under the environmental quality act, and foreign donations. 

''The fund's objectives and management should be reviewed,'' said Mr Panat. 

''It is unreasonable to have the fund to pay for environmental protection and rehabilitation. Polluters should shoulder such expenses, not the fund. Therefore, the relevant agencies should consider if this fund should exist at all,'' he said. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/18Oct2006_news19.php 

Residents gripe local dump is polluting their community

Bangkok Post, 18 October 2006, PIYARACH CHONGRAROEN

Kanchanaburi _ After seven years, residents of Tha Maka district's tambon Yang Muang say they have had enough of a lignite ash dumpsite which has brought misery to their lives. Noise from trucks operating day and night, contaminated community water sources, stunted crops and skin diseases are what they have had to put up with, said Chuchart Raktham, a member of the provincial administrative organisation. 

Over the past few years, the situation has become even worse, he said, and the environment has suffered with increased dumping of waste. 

The local residents are planning to lodge a complaint with the district chief because the site operator has refused to address their concerns, he said. 

The lives of the 8,000 residents of the community have not been the same since a 100-rai vacant lot was turned into a dump site with only one wall at the front, taking deliveries from factories in Chon Buri, he said. 

Thousands of tonnes of lignite ash currently sit on the land, with trucks making hundreds of trips to the site each day, said Mr Chuchart. 

The trucks have no canvas covers, he said, spilling waste along the routes. They have also ruined the roads. 

Not long after the trucks began hauling factory waste to the dump, local water sources turned black when rain washed the ash into the water, Mr Chuchart said. 

The polluted water had rotted farm produce and people bathing in the water developed rashes and skin diseases. 

With ash everywhere, villagers cannot drink rainwater collected from rooftops and must buy drinking water, he said. 

Mr Chuchart added that if their complaint could not be settled at the district level, they would ask the Pollution Control Department and provincial governor Cherdwit Ritthiprasart to look into the situation. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/18Oct2006_news21.php 
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UNEP in the news

Kenya: The Challenges Posed By Climate Change

The Nation (Nairobi): [text see yesterday's brief]
http://allafrica.com/stories/200610170051.html
General Environment News

Kenya: Environment Crisis Looms As Somali Refugees Jam Daadab

The Nation (Nairobi): The UN refugee agency warned of a dual crisis, with several thousands of people joining the human deluge across the border into Kenya to escape the fighting in the south. The situation in the impoverished Somalia poses great security, health and environmental challenges to the entire Horn, with arid north-eastern Kenya bearing the brunt of the instability. The residents, already hit by the recent ravaging drought, talk of a threat to the environment as another the influx of refugees continues. Some 130,000 refugees, most of them Somalis, have been living at the three Daadab camps since 1991. This is one of the largest camps in eastern and central Africa. Thousands of new ones fleeing from Somalia have jam-packed temporary reception centers set up by UNHCR on the border. "We are really concerned about the large number of refugees who continue to arrive everyday" says Mr. Emmanuel Nyabera, a UNHCR spokesman in Nairobi. "As it is now, we are expanding the existing camps at Daadab, but if the number continues to rise, we will have to discuss the possibility of opening new camps." The expansion plan has prompted the demarcation of new areas. The large number of asylum seekers is a real threat to the environment, says Mr. Ahmed Ali of in Wajir Town. The environment activist says that already, a large tract of rangeland and potential pastures have been destroyed as the immigrants cut down trees for firewood. "A new influx of refugees in the province would deal the area a deadly blow and worsen an already fragile environment," Mr. Ali adds. Concern over war on terrorism on the part of the residents of the predominantly Muslim region is mounting each passing day. The war will most likely counter the activities of the Islamic courts in Mogadishu, whose leader Sheikh Dahir Aweys is on the US list of wanted people. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610170019.html
Kenya: Dropping Lake Water Levels Worry Scientists

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Scientists have raised fresh concerns over the fast receding water levels in Lake Victoria and expressed fears of reduced fish production. The water level in Lake Victoria has receded by another meter in the last three months leaving over 150m of land that was previously under water in some regions. The researchers warned that unless measures were undertaken to check the shrinking water level, the 4,000-mile River Nile would experience a reduction in water volume. The experts led by Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute Deputy Director in charge of Inland Waters, Dr Enock Wakwabi, termed the recession as alarming. Wakwabi was speaking during the opening of the two-day Nile Basin environmentalists’ network workshop in Kisumu. Kemfri Assistant Director, Dr Richard Abila, separately blamed recession on climate and human activities. "Lake Victoria is receding following increased outlets in Uganda, reduced water flowing into the water mass and evaporation due to high temperatures," Abila said.  Wakwabi, who presented a paper entitled Transboundary Environmental Education and Awareness at a workshop in Kisumu, called on the riparian governments to allocate more resources towards environmental conservation in the Nile Basin. "The drop is compromising fish production, water uptake and transport," Wakwabi said. "The current situation can only be reversed if there is more rainfall and increased inflow from rivers flowing into the lake," Abila said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610171135.html
4,000 tons of toxic waste collected in Abidjan

Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire (PANA) - An Ivorian government agency announced here that Tredi, the company charged with cleaning up the toxic waste dumped in Abidjan had by Tuesday collected 4,517 tons of solid and liquid wastes. Safiatou Ba Ndaw, who heads the operation, said the toxic products had been secured in cylinders and large bags to be transferred to a transit centers before shipment to Europe. "Today our country can unfortunately be described as a toxic waste exporter. There are standards to follow, the international regulations are very strict regarding such issues, and we are continuing the contacts before we can say anything about shipping the wastes," she said. At least 10 people have died, while 103,842 others have sought treatment from contamination by the toxic waste dumped in August. Ndaw said 48 health centers had been designated for the treatment of patients. "The health situation has improved, with decreasing numbers of consultations from 3,600 per day at the beginning to 70 today. Also, the 69 people initially hospitalized have been discharged," she explained. According to her, the country has so far spent 500 million CFA francs to assist victims with medical products, adding that official investigations were still ongoing to determine responsibilities for the toxic waste dump. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005786&dte=17/10/2006
South Africa: Spotlight on Biodiversity During National Marine Week

BuaNews (Tshwane): The responsibility of all South Africans to protect the country's exceptionally rich biodiversity will fall under the spotlight during this year's National Marine Week. "Our waters hold 10 percent of the world's marine biodiversity. This places a huge responsibility on our shoulders to ensure the sustainability and protection of this unique and extraordinary environment," Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk said ahead of the launch of the week's events, starting today. Marine Week is aimed at creating awareness on the marine and coastal environment as well as the promotion of sustainable use and conservation of these resources. "To protect the marine environment of the globe, it becomes crucial for nations including governments, scientists, researchers and marine managers to work together," Mr. Van Schalkwyk said. At a regional level, said the Minister, South Africa was collaborating with Angola and Namibia on the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME) programme aimed at developing and strengthening an ecosystems approach to fisheries management. The three countries have re-committed themselves by signing an interim agreement on the formation of the Benguela Current Commission, which will drive the implementation of the ecosystems approach to their marine resources management. The minister said fisheries research in South Africa indicated that the local fishing industry garnered resources worth between R3 and R3.5 billion per annum. The minister also encouraged South Africans to participate in the activities arranged as part of the Marine Week. "During the forthcoming week our department, together with our partners, will embark on various events and activities. I encourage all South Africans to become part of this important celebration," he said. Key activities include the National Marine Week Mini Boat race to be held at the Mossel Bay, the launch of the NMW radio station and Air Quality Governance Lekgotla that will discuss government's efforts in protecting the marine environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610160704.html
Zimbabwe: People Found Throwing Litter to Be Prosecuted

The Herald (Harare): FROM today, people found throwing litter in public places will be prosecuted as the Government moves to instill a culture of cleanliness. Since the enactment of the Environment Management Act in 2003, some chapters where not being enforced by the police owing to logistical and human resources-related challenges. The Ministry of Environment and Tourism, municipalities and other line organizations have been grappling with the problem of litter for the past two years with no effective solution in sight. In an interview yesterday, Environment and Tourism Minister Cde Francis Nhema said numerous awareness campaigns have been conducted. Retailers have been asked to sell plastic bags in the vain hope of discouraging people from littering public places in major cities. "The arresting, which commences tomorrow (today), is our last resort. We are hoping that taking such an action would help keep our cities clean. This deterrent measure would ensure that people do think twice before they throw any form of litter on our pavements and streets," Cde Nhema said. He said bus operators would also be required to revise their instructions advising passengers to throw litter outside or they would also be arrested. "We want bus operators to place bins in all their buses. We are also urging companies, retail outlets and all organizations concerned to work with us and to the public to know that throwing litter is an offence," he said. Cde Nhema and various other environmental organizations last year met supermarket owners and advised them to sell carrier bags in order to add value on them thus disincline customers from easily disposing of them as worthless. Environment Management Agency spokesperson Mr. Phillip Manyaza yesterday said the litter now common in the country's cities was a worrying development and they had decided to take immediate measures to curb this. He said beginning today, they would deploy teams to work with the national police force and municipal police to enforce the anti-litter laws. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610170230.html
____________________________________________________________________________
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SOUTH AMERICA: Debate on Infrastructure Mega-Projects Finally Begins

Marcela Valente


BUENOS AIRES, (IPS) - Rather late and somewhat quietly, civil society organisations have begun to discuss the impact of the Initiative for the Integration of Regional Infrastructure in South America (IIRSA), launched by the region's governments in 2000, which is planning 335 major projects. 

Concerned about the lack of available information on the projects, some of which have already got underway, the South American Regional Committee of the World Conservation Union (UICN-Sur) convened an Electronic Forum on Civil Society Perspectives on IIRSA, which opened in September and ended this month with a summary of the contributions received. 

"Will IIRSA really be effective for sustainable development?" Silvia Sánchez, of the Peruvian Association for Nature Conservation, asked on the Internet forum. "Highways are valuable, but they're useless unless they go hand in hand with land use planning that puts human beings at the centre of development," she said. 

More than 300 people participated in the forum, most of them members of social and environmental organisations and academic institutions. They warned of the danger that the infrastructure projects might reinforce a development model based on the exploitation of natural resources, without contributing to solutions for poverty and unemployment in the region. 

Participants pointed out that the priority of the infrastructure projects was not determined by governments in consultation with civil society, and that they could pose "a major environmental risk," as they will affect areas where there is a "high concentration of biodiversity." They added that the projects will increase the indebtedness of the countries where they are carried out. 

They mentioned several examples of waterways, highways or ports that were built in the name of development, but that resulted in strengthening an economic model that involves the expansion of monoculture at the expense of extensive deforestation. These schemes did not generate large numbers of jobs, and degraded the environment, they warned. 

The contributors also agreed that all information to do with IIRSA is being handled on a "restricted access" basis. "On the one hand, there is no information about the impact these projects may have, and on the other, information about their possible benefits is used as publicity for the projects, which makes critical analysis very difficult," they concluded. 

During the forum, UICN-Sur and two of its member organisations, the Argentine conservationist PROTEGER Foundation and the Ecuadorean ECOLEX Corporation dealing with environmental law and management, proposed the creation of an Environmental Observatory on IIRSA, in order to bring together information from all over the region, and monitor the progress of the projects. 

IIRSA emerged at the 2000 summit of South American presidents in Brasilia, to increase economic opportunities in the 12 countries of the region by building highways, bridges, dams, ports, waterways, natural gas pipelines and electricity networks and improving telecommunications, among other initiatives. 

In some cases new infrastructure is planned, while in others existing installations are to be improved. A flagship project, considered to be the heart of IIRSA, is the Camisea gas pipeline in Peru, 730 kilometres in length, which takes natural gas from the tropical Amazon jungle region to the country's Pacific coast. 

The project has come under severe criticism from environmentalists and the indigenous communities that have suffered its impacts. 

Indigenous people in Colombia and Venezuela are opposed to another IIRSA project, involving increased coal mining and the construction of two ports to export coal from the border region between the two countries. 

Another mega-project, considered a monument to corruption in South America, is the Argentine-Paraguayan Yacyretá dam, a multi-million dollar investment which forced local residents to move their homes, had negative effects on the ecosystem and left a legacy of heavy public debt. 

The most recently proposed regional integration project is the Southern Gas Pipeline, which is planned to transport natural gas 8,000 kilometres from the Venezuelan Caribbean coast to the River Plate (Río de la Plata) estuary between Argentina and Uruguay.. 

"We're very concerned about all the IIRSA projects that are going ahead without any information being given to society about their impacts," Víctor Ricco, of the Centre for Human Rights and Environment in Argentina, who contributed to the forum, told IPS. IIRSA involves a total of 335 energy, transport and telecommunications initiatives, representing an investment of nearly 38 billion dollars. Technical and financial support will be provided by the Andean Development Corporation, the Inter-American Development Bank and the Financial Fund for the Development of the River Plate Basin, among other regional credit organisations. 

The banks drew up an action plan to set projects deemed to be a priority in motion, and there is a South American Infrastructure Authority at ministerial level to identify projects qualifying for IIRSA, within 10 economic integration hubs. 

The hubs were designed on the basis of actual and potential trade flows, and many of the projects transcend national borders. 

"Who decided that these projects will be priorities for our countries?" asked Gonzalo Varillas, of the ECOLEX Corporation, in the forum. "Wouldn't those millions of dollars be better spent on health and education?" In an interview with IPS, Jorge Cappato, head of the PROTEGER Foundation, said that "there is a major contradiction between the sheer size of the IIRSA projects and the transformations they entail, and the level of public ignorance." 

"Society reacts when a problem is right in front of their faces: a smokestack, a rubbish dump, or a change in the colour of the water in a river," he said. "The impacts of large-scale infrastructure in remote places like the Amazon are much less noticeable, but are far more serious, and some of them are irreversible." 

Cappato believed that the forum was a positive experience, because "it opened a way to access information about a subject which is lurking in the shadows." "No one can guarantee today that the IIRSA projects are going to make us more integrated, or improve our quality of life," he added. 

So far, many of the big infrastructure projects in the region have been of "doubtful benefit" to the communities, such as the Camisea gas pipeline, he said. 

"Nor is it clear that this is the way to greater integration, or to reducing poverty. On the contrary, many of these projects have destroyed jobs, created a rural exodus and increased poverty," he remarked. 

"The main challenge is not to appear to be anti-development. We are not against infrastructure, but are in favour of economic growth that helps to improve the quality of life in our societies," he commented. 

"If projects are needed, they should be discussed with the communities that will be affected, to see who will benefit," he said. This was something the Observatory could do, he added. 

"One of the aims of the Observatory is to make governments and multilateral credit agencies understand that it is necessary to enter into dialogue with civil society and with the communities affected by the projects," as otherwise "there are sure to be conflicts," he underlined.

http://tierramerica.net/english/2006/1014/iarticulo.shtml 

CHILE: Keep Chiloé Free of Transgenics, Say Activists
Daniela Estrada
The Chilean island is a birthplace of the potato, and ecologists say there are about 200 varieties that must be protected from genetic contamination from transgenic varieties of the tuber.
SANTIAGO - Environmentalists are demanding that Chilean authorities declare the southern archipelago of Chiloé -- 1,190 km south of Santiago -- a transgenic-free zone, and recognize it as a birthplace of the potato (Solanum tuberosum), alongside Bolivia and Peru. 

Cultivation of genetically modified foods is not permitted in Chile, but transgenic seed production for export is allowed. In 2005 there were 12,928 hectares of farmland dedicated to that practice: 93.7 percent maize, 4.85 canola and 1.28 percent soy. 

In Chile's 10th region, Los Lagos, where the Chiloé archipelago is located, there is some land dedicated to production of transgenic potato seed, but this biotechnology has not yet been brought to the main island of Chiloé or its surrounding islets. 

María Isabel Manzur, of the non-governmental Sustainable Societies Foundation (FSS, Fundación Sociedades Sustentables), told Tierramérica that the principal risk of releasing genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in this insular territory is the potential genetic contamination of its autochthonous products, especially the potato, threatening varieties that are thousands of years old. 
The potato was domesticated 10,000 years ago, and introduced to Europe by the Spanish Conquistadors in the 16th century. Today it is the fourth leading food crop in the world, with annual production of around 300 million tons. 

"Potatoes are the basis of the culture of Chiloé, and many of its varieties were improved in European countries," Carlos Venegas, director of the Chiloé Technology Center (CET), told Tierramérica. 

Knowledge about the potato has been passed down through generations of "Chilotes", as Chiloé's people are known, most of whom follow the related rites and superstitions. Many potato farmers will only plan during the waning moon, believing this will ensure better crops. 

Furthermore, "there is such a great diversity of potatoes, of different shapes, colors and tastes, that it's possible to prepare endless different potato dishes," said Venegas, who advocates a government policy to promote Chiloé's gastronomy as a boost to tourism and the local economies. 

Tonta (foolish), colorada (red), guapa (handsome), clavela blanca and azul (white or blue carnation), zapatona (big shoe), noventa días (90 days), cabeza de santo (head of a saint) and cachimba are some of the curious names of the local potato varieties. Some are used for food, while others are used as medicine, with potato-based recipes helping relieve problems related to the liver or gall bladder. 

Seminars are being held Oct. 17-18 -- "Transgenic Crops and Native Potatoes of Chiloé" -- organized by FSS and CET in Castro and Puerto Montt, both located in the 10th region. 

Manzur said the objective is to raise citizen awareness about the importance of native potato varieties and to gather signatures to pressure the authorities to declare the Chiloé archipelago a GMO-free zone. 

Environmentalists warn that no legal tool exists that can be used to establish this category, but they say it is a citizen demand that must be heeded by the government and lawmakers. 

The residents of Chiloé's big island have reinforced their appreciation of their native potatoes, thanks to efforts by various groups in the area, like CET, which in 1987 set up a potato species bank that today maintains more than 200 varieties. 

The seeds are gathered by the farmers themselves, who exchange the different types to plant in their fields, which generally are no larger than 15 hectares, said Venegas. This approach has been so successful that farmers have set up three more such banks. 

In April, The Austral University of Chile launched a project sponsored by the government to recuperate, protect, and commercialize varieties of potatoes native to Chiloé, and includes official description and registration of the Chiloé varieties in the potato registry of the government's Agriculture and Livestock Service. 

CET and other local institutions have set aside three sites in the archipelago for the "Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems" (GIAHS), launched in 2002 by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and other development agencies. 

According to Venegas, CET's proposal was approved and should be implemented late this year or early 2007. The aim is to promote social, economic and environmental sustainability through the creation of local capacity-building, promotion of its values and dissemination of traditional knowledge. 

According to data from the International Potato Center, since the 1960s, the area in developing countries planted with potato has expanded more rapidly than that of any other food crop.

http://tierramerica.net/english/2006/1014/iacentos.shtml 

Bolivia's Challenge Blocks Dams in the Amazon

Mario Osava
Environmentalists in La Paz warn that one of the hydroelectric dams that Brazil is planning to build on the Madeira River could flood Bolivian territory. They are calling for a binational agreement.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Bolivia's charge of potential harm to its national territory from the construction in the Brazilian Amazon of two dams could delay work on the mega-projects, whose environmental impact studies will be debated in November. 

The national government plans to build two hydroelectric dams -- the Jirau and San Antonio -- on an uneven stretch of the Madeira River, in the western Brazilian state of Rondonia, with energy production potential of 3,300 and 3,150 megawatts, respectively. 

The Madeira is the biggest tributary of the Amazon River, and begins in the Bolivian Andes. 

A recent report from the Bolivian Forum on the Environment and Development called for an accord between the two countries as "the only route possible for making the project for exploitation of the Madeira River effective," as well as "a more in-depth analysis" of the possibility of trans-border alterations in water flow. 

Jorge Molina, author of the report, stressed that the Madeira basin "concentrates 95 percent of the annual flow of the Bolivian rivers and all the navigable waterways" in the country. 

The Bolivian demands could prolong the discussions about the project, whose environmental impact study will be reviewed in four hearings next month. 

The Brazilian authorities have said, for now, that they are willing to listen to their neighbors. 

"If Bolivia formally presents a consistent challenge, it will be considered and could modify the operation of the Jirau plant, which is closest to the border, so that its reservoir does not affect Bolivian territory," Valter Muchagata, of the governmental Brazilian Institute of Environment (IBAMA), said in a Tierramérica interview. 

At its maximum capacity, the dam would elevate the level of rivers in part of Bolivia, which would justify a bilateral agreement, but the contract and rules of operation impede that possibility, he said. 

Construction of the two dams is urgent, according to energy authorities and business leaders, to prevent a repeat of the 2001 blackouts, when Brazil was forced to adopt measures to ration electricity consumption. 

The issue has filtered into Brazil's electoral campaigns: social democrat Geraldo Alckmin, presidential candidate of the opposition, accused the Luis Inácio Lula da Silva government of being slow to act in authorizing hydroelectric mega-projects. 

But building dams in Brazil, particularly in the Amazon region, has been difficult since the 1980s. In December 1988, the assassination of environmental activist Chico Mendes turned the national and international spotlights on the environmental and social struggles of the Amazon. 

In 1989, the First Encounter of Indigenous Peoples put in check the project to build five hydroelectric dams on the Xingú River, in the eastern Amazon. The project remains paralyzed today. That same year, another national meeting gave rise to the Movement of People Affected by Dams (MAB, Movimento dos Afectados por Barragens). 

MAB estimates that in Brazil dams have displaced more than one million people, most of whom were not compensated or resettled. 

"Jirau and San Antonio will jeopardize more than the 3,000 people predicted by the companies promoting the project: the government's Furnas and the construction firm Odebrecht," Wesley Ferreira Lopes, MAB coordinator in Rondonia, said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

"MAB is organizing the population to resist the project through legal means, but also for confrontation to the ultimate consequences, if they build the dams," he said. 

The activist fears that later the now-abandoned project for a major water transport route on the Madeira River will be renewed, in order to transport an expanded production of soybeans and other grains for export -- which would also drive deforestation of the Amazon. 

"Specialized studies have pointed out that the bed of the Jirau reservoir could rise six meters, which could widen the flooding, reaching Bolivian territory," says Glenn Switkes, of the non-governmental International Rivers Network. 

But Brazilian official Muchagata, of IBAMA, says "the environmental impact study of the project predicts an intense deposit of sediments initially, but which would reach equilibrium after 10 years. If it elevates the reservoir bed, the volume of water would be reduced, without surpassing the limits of capacity." 

"All of these questions can be presented at the public hearings in mid-November. The process is open to all who are interested, and allows for introducing changes if serious problems arise," he said. 

Once the challenges have been resolved, licensing would be granted to begin construction, subject to regulation and controls until final authorization. 

Private entities and government authorities in the energy sector say a delay in construction of the Madeira dams will increase the risk of electricity shortages in Brazil. However, not everyone agrees. 

"Unless the economy grows much more than predicted, there won't be problems until 2010, and there are thermoelectric and natural gas plants in case of emergency," says Luiz Pereira, director of the non-governmental Institute for the Strategic Development of the Electrical Sector. 

"It's wrong to describe the environmental demands as 'obstacles', as those who are pressing for quick authorization do. But the environmentalists exaggerate sometimes too," he told Tierramérica. 

The fact that Brazil shares the Madeira River with Brazil does complicate the energy projects, but its bilateral exploitation would be beneficial, according to Pereira. "Energy integration is a good solution for Brazil and South America, with the aim of overcoming dominant sources of energy, like Bolivian natural gas and the gigantic hydroelectric Itaipú dam, which Brazil shares with Paraguay." 

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=35123

PANAMA: Campaign to Expand Canal Spares No Expense 

María Mercedes de la Guardia

PANAMA CITY, (IPS) - With just a few days to go before the Oct. 22 referendum on the future of the Panama Canal, polls are forecasting a resounding victory for the "Yes" vote in favour of expanding the waterway. 

In a voting simulation organised by the Dichter & Neira polling company involving 1,758 people, 79 percent said they would vote for the government's plan to widen the inter-oceanic canal by adding a third set of locks, and 21 percent said "No" to the proposal, according to the La Prensa newspaper. 

These results, similar to those published by two other local polling firms, show a rise in the Yes votes, which in September garnered 72 percent, and a decline in the No votes, which amounted at the time to 28 percent. 

This trend is a response not only to the highly favourable estimates announced by the Panama Canal Authority (ACP) -- 1.15 billion dollars a year in additional revenues for the first 11 years of operation of the new set of locks -- but also to the scope of the propaganda campaign waged in favour of the project. 

The governmental ACP, which has proposed the widening of the canal, has devoted an estimated one million dollars to the campaign, and according to the Ibope Time polling company, groups supporting the Yes vote have contributed a further 315,000 dollars. In addition, private sector companies have used their own ads to back the proposal. 

The arguments are repeated over and over again: widening the canal is necessary to keep it competitive; it would substantially increase the Canal's contribution to state coffers, generate more jobs, and bolster growth in the ports, banking sector and Colón Free Zone; and the ACP administrator, Alberto Alemán, and his team deserve the confidence of voters. 

As for the No campaign, apart from the red flags spread throughout the streets of the capital by the National Front for the Defence of Social Security, and the printed guidelines issued by the construction workers' union SUNTRACS, its main channels of expression are the opinion pages in the press and the daily debates aired on radio and television. 

Among its exponents are economist Julio Manduley, former canal deputy administrator Fernando Manfredo, and former president Jorge Illueca, who jointly released the report "Our Canal: An Unnecessary and Risky Expansion Now, or Alternative National Development for All", in which they called into question everything from projections of future demand to the estimated costs of construction. 

The Canal presently has two parallel lock systems to move ships from sea level to the lake waterway and down again. The lock filling process is fed by the waters of Lake Gatún. 

The ACP is proposing to add a third set of locks that would allow larger "post-Panamax" ships to use the canal. At present only Panamax ships, up to 32 metres wide, 12 metres deep and 294 metres in length, can transit the canal. 

The project would take seven or eight years, and its estimated cost is 5.25 billion dollars, which its promoters say will be paid for by toll increases. 

Other critics, such as political scientist Carlos Guevara, base their opposition to the plan on "the project's capacity to boost public debt to disastrous levels." 

Guevara believes that Panama's public debt -- 10.27 billion balboas (or dollars) at Dec. 31, 2005 -- could reach 16 billion dollars by 2011, taking into account the ACP's forecast need for up to 2.3 billion dollars in external financing. 

Meanwhile, analyst Raúl Leis warned of the risk that "foreign personnel may displace national workers in the construction work, and the canal expansion may affect water quality in Lake Gatún, which is the source of drinking water for the metropolitan area, because the water recycling basins will increase the inflow of salt water." 

These concerns arise from a study by the Panamanian association of engineers and architects, Leis explained to IPS. 

The leadership of the two main opposition forces, the Panameñista (Arnulfista) Party and the National Liberal Republican Movement (MOLIRENA), have also taken an official stand in favour of the No vote, and said that the government should have reached a consensus on a development strategy for the country before calling the referendum. 

Together, these parties have over 300,000 supporters, but their persuasive power is more apparent than real, given that influential personalities such as former president Mireya Moscoso (1999-2004) of the Arnulfista party, and former vice-president Guillermo Ford of MOLIRENA, have come out in favour of the canal expansion plan. 

According to the United Nations Development Programme, 40.5 percent of Panamanians live below the poverty line, and 26.5 percent live in extreme poverty. Panama also occupies second place for income inequality in Latin America. 

In recent weeks, a new element has been added to the debate in Panama: Nicaraguan President Enrique Bolaños has proposed building an inter-oceanic canal in his country. 

This is not a new idea, but the choice of timing to refloat it is curious, coinciding as it does not only with the Panamanian referendum, but also with the approach of the end of Bolaños's term of office in January 2007. 

Rodolfo Sabonge, head of the ACP Planning Department, was present at the lunch at the 7th Conference of Defence Ministers of the Americas when Bolaños made his announcement. "In Nicaragua, the issue of an inter-oceanic canal will always be topical," Sabonge told IPS. 

Nicaragua is the second poorest country in Latin America, with 80 percent of its five million people living below the poverty line, so its governments are in need of drastic solutions. But it is hard to believe that a Nicaraguan canal will ever become a reality. 

Bolaños said that building the canal would cost some 20 billion dollars, according to the Managua newspaper El Nuevo Diario. 

"In a far worse economic situation than that of Panama, Nicaragua is hardly in a position to raise that amount of capital," said Guevara. 

Furthermore, the proposed canal route includes part of the San Juan River between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, which is the object of a border dispute. Yet another problem is that a study by experts in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers describes the geology in Nicaragua as high risk because of seismic instability, wrote Carlos Christian Sánchez early this month in the publication Crítica en Línea. 

The idea goes back to 1902, when the United States government of Theodore Roosevelt was studying possible routes for a canal joining the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. A congressional committee was on the point of deciding in favour of a route through Nicaragua. 

And it would have done so had it not been for Philippe Bunau-Varilla, an engineer with interests in the failed French canal company in the area that would later become Panama, who led an effective lobby and managed to get the United States to buy the French company's rights to build the Panama Canal. 

Bunau-Varilla crowned his campaign with a master stroke: he sent letters to the members of the U.S. Congress with Nicaraguan stamps featuring a smoking volcano. The committee voted in favour of Panama, and the proposed Nicaraguan route was buried under the threat of the lava of Momotombo. 

Sabonge explained to IPS that "the model proposed by the Nicaraguans is to run the canal as a concession, while in Panama, all profits go straight to the state." 

He also said that "if the Panama Canal is widened, the Nicaraguan project will be less viable." 

Panama has now entered the publicity blackout period prior to the Oct. 22 referendum, so no further survey results announcing a majority of Yes votes will be published.
_____________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update 17-18 October  2006
Bahrain

'Green' forum 

AN open forum on environmental problems in Hidd will be held at the Crowne Plaza's Bahrain Conference Centre on November 8.

The event is being organised by the General Directorate of Environment and Wildlife Protection.

It will discuss pollution from industries, power plants and other sources in the area

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=159062&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29211

UAE 

UAE calls on UN to highlight ME issues

The UAE has called for the strengthening of the UN Public Information Department's Arabic Section, based on the principle of equality among the six official UN languages. 

Addressing the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonisation), Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Al Zaabi, a member of the UAE delegation at the UN, said the UN Public Information Department should use some of its resources to publicise developments relating to the Palestinian question and the Middle East situation, particularly facts about the suffering of the Palestinian people caused by Israeli ill-practices in the occupied territories, including East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan Heights.

The committee convened here on Monday night to discuss the role of the media in creating worldwide awareness on political, economic, development and environmental issues, which the UN is trying to deal with.

He said the astonishing developments in digital technology, in the past two decades, had not only brought about positive development in international relations, but also contributed to the widening of the economic and social gap between North and South and the marginalisation of poor countries, adding that a balanced and free flow of information was needed to promote principles of tolerance, non-discrimination and mutual respect

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2006/october/theuae_october580.xml
Captive breeding scheme produces 600 houbaras in Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi: Sweihan's National Avian Research Centre has ended its season for captive breeding of the Asian Houbara bustard by producing 600 chicks, in accordance with the Environmental Agency-Abu Dhabi's strategy.

Majid Ali Al Mansouri, secretary-general of the Environmental Agency-Abu Dhabi (EAD), said: "Any increase in production will take us a step forward in achieving our dream of sustainable development for both our country's wildlife and our natural heritage and culture."

Al Mansouri said the scheme's success was an accumulation of consolidating scientific, cultural and official efforts. All parties recognised the close relationship of the bustard with falconry in the UAE, he said. 

He confirmed ongoing efforts to conserve the sport locally and worldwide.

Al Mansouri indicated the efforts made by the agency, through the research centre, for the conservation of the Houbara bustard. 

He said the centre, which was set up in 1993 through the support of the late Shaikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and President His Highness Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, had made all endeavours to protect the environment.

He said the captive breeding programme, which is considered a pioneering scheme, is one of the significant steps made by the agency to conserve the country's natural resources.

"The other efforts carried out by the agency, for the conservation of the Houbara bustard, such as research and the annual monitoring of the population in the wild... will proceed until the number of bustards in the wild [either in their natural regions or in the regions to which they migrate] reverts to what it was."

The Houbara is considered one of the most threatened types of bustard.

http://www.gulf-news.com/home/index.html

Yemen 

Environmental ignorance reaches crisis proportions

Beggary, qat, and electricity” were quick answers from various citizens asked the question, “In your opinion, what’s the main environmental crisis Yemen is experiencing?” Others requested further explanation of the question, while some said they needed more time to determine an answer to the question. These unexpected attitudes and answers reflect Yemenis’ environmental knowledge, with some citizens themselves confessing that they do not pay much attention to environmental issues.

Those responding immediately to the question did not give just one answer. Most agreed that Yemen is experiencing many environmental crises, to the extent that they couldn’t give just one answer. However, they also insisted that public ignorance of how to deal with such issues aggravates the problems.

Journalist Ismail Al-Ghabiri believes pollution due to vehicle exhausts and absence of sanitation services are Yemen’s main environmental problems. “Many cities are experiencing these problems. We really need a rapid move to solve this problem, which has become the main reason for the spread of many diseases in these cities,” he stated.

Printing establishment employee Ameen Mohammed Al-Kaml agreed that pollution due to vehicle exhausts is Yemen’s main problem. “Those who use diesel in vehicle engines don’t care about air pollution their vehicles cause and unfortunately, the law preventing diesel use in car engines has not been applied yet,” he said. “The absence of any plan or measures to regulate the waste disposal process in many regions is another environmental crisis in Yemen,” he added.

Like her classmates, high school student Yusra Ahmed insisted that solid waste and garbage on the streets is the real environmental problem. “Although cleaners always make efforts to clean the street, people still throw garbage and papers because there are no containers for this purpose,” she explained.

Computer graphic designer Ramzy Al-Saqqaf considers groundwater pollution either by chemical waste or wastewater, as well as absence of green spaces in main cities, Yemen’s major environmental problems. Whereas manager Qaid Alrdfani believes overfishing is a “very serious environmental problem in Yemen, as our economy is based on the fishing sector.”

Housewife Umm Ahmed believes Yemen’s main environmental problem is overusing herbicides in spraying fruits and vegetables, as well as qat. “The problem lies in the fact that many farmers use such herbicides randomly and extremely. These herbicides are the main reason for the spread of cancers in Yemen,” she stated.

Journalist Yasser Al-Mayasi referred to the same point, adding, “I believe any environmental problem can be solved later, but this problem must be solved as soon as possible. It’s a big issue that we eat fruits and vegetables contaminated with cancer-causing toxins.”

Environmental expert Khalid Harun stated that Yemen suffers many environmental problems. “However, if we consider each issue’s importance, we’ll find that the water reduction crisis is the most important environmental issue in Yemen.” He confirmed that Yemen’s water resources are very poor, making water reduction an extraordinary issue requiring more attention.

http://yementimes.com/index.shtml
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SECURITY COUNCIL URGES ERITREA TO ‘IMMEDIATELY WITHDRAW’ TROOPS FROM ZONE WITH ETHIOPIA

Expressing deep concern over reports that Eritrea has moved around 1,500

troops and 15 tanks into the Temporary Security Zone with Ethiopia, the

United Nations Security Council today called for them to be withdrawn and

urged both sides to exercise restraint in their long-standing border

dispute that erupted into a two-year war in 1998.

“Members… call on Eritrea to immediately withdraw its troops from the

Temporary Security Zone, to extend its full and unconditional cooperation

to the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), particularly

to maintain ceasefire arrangements in place, and to immediately lift the

restrictions imposed on UNMEE,” Council President for October, Ambassador

Kenzo Oshima of Japan, told reporters.

“Members of the Security Council call on both parties to show maximum

restraint and to refrain from any threat or use of force against each

other, to avoid any action which may lead to an escalation of the tension

between the two countries, and to adhere to previous commitments they have made.”

Echoing concerns raised by Secretary-General Kofi Annan yesterday, the

Council warned that the incursion is contrary to the agreement on cessation

of hostilities of 18 June 2000, and it also violates the integrity of the

Temporary Security Zone.

“Members of the Council once again reaffirm the integrity of the Temporary

Security Zone and their unwavering commitment to the peace process,

including in the full and expeditious implementation of the Algiers

Agreements and implementation of the final and binding decision of the EEBC

(Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission).”

The Council also called on Ethiopia to implement fully the EEBC decision

demarcating the boundary.

In his latest report on the conflict, Mr. Annan repeated concerns that

Ethiopia had not accepted the Commission’s decisions, and that Eritrea

refused to continue to cooperate with the body. Last year Eritrea

restricted UNMEE’s use of helicopters, impeding its ability to monitor 50

to 55 per cent of the area on the Eritrean side within the Temporary Security Zone.

* * *

UN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ISSUES REPORT ON VIOLENT CRISIS THAT SHOOK

TIMOR-LESTE

Timor-Leste’s then interior and defence ministers and defence force chief

acted illegally in transferring weapons to civilians during the violence

that shook the small South-East Asian country early this year and should be

prosecuted, according to a United Nations report on the crisis released today.

But Chief of Defence Force Taur Matan Ruak cannot be held criminally

responsible for the shooting of unarmed police officers by defence force

soldiers after a ceasefire had been established in May, although he failed

to exhaust all avenues to prevent or stop a confrontation, the UN

Independent Special Commission of Inquiry for Timor-Leste says in the

report submitted to the National Parliament.

The Commission was set up at the invitation of then Senior Minister and

Minister of Foreign Affairs José Ramos-Horta to establish the facts and

circumstances of the incidents on 28-29 April and 23-25 May that shook the

small country which the UN shepherded to independence from Indonesia just

four years ago.

The crisis, attributed to differences between eastern and western regions,

erupted in late April with the firing of 600 striking soldiers, a third of

the armed forces. Ensuing violence claimed at least 37 lives and drove

155,000 people, 15 per cent of the total population, from their homes.

Other findings of the Commission include:

The Government failed to follow the requisite legislative procedures in

calling out the defence force on 28 April, a matter for which members of

the Crisis Cabinet and in particular former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri

bear responsibility, but there was no massacre by the defence force of 60

people at Taci Tolu.

Evidence establishes that Major Reinado and his group are reasonably

suspected of committing crimes against life and person during an armed

confrontation in Fatu Ahi on May 23.

Although President Xanana Gusmão should have shown more restraint and

respect for institutional channels in communicating directly with Major

Reinado after his desertion, he did not order or authorize the armed group

under Major Reinado’s command to carry out criminal actions.

Both police and defence force weapons were distributed to civilians and

there was an absence of systematic control over weapons and ammunition

within the security sector, particularly within the police. Interior

Minister Rogerio Lobato and General Commander Paulo Martins bypassed

institutional procedures by transferring irregularly weapons within the

institution.

In arming civilians, Mr. Lobato, Defence Minister Roque Rodrigues and

Defence Force Chief Taur Matan Ruak acted without lawful authority, created

a situation of significant potential danger and should be held accountable

for illegal transfer of weapons.

Former Prime Minister Alkatiri failed to use his firm authority to denounce

the transfer of security sector weapons to civilians in the face of

credible information that such transfer was ongoing and involved members of

the Government.

While there is no evidence that could lead to recommending that Mr.

Alkatiri be prosecuted for being personally involved in the illegal

movement, possession or use of weapons, the Commission received information

giving rise to a suspicion that he knew about the illegal arming of

civilians by Mr. Lobato and has recommended further investigation to

determine whether he bears any criminal responsibility with respect to

weapons offences.

The Commission identified numerous persons reasonably suspected of direct

participation in criminal activity during the crisis, and recommended they

be prosecuted.

Citing ongoing threats to stability, the Security Council created a new UN

Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) in August to help reorganize the

police force and other institutions and assist with next year’s

presidential and parliamentary elections.

In its report, the Commissions concluded that the fragility of various

State institutions and the weakness of the rule of law were the underlining

factors that contributed to the crisis.

In a message to the people of Timor-Leste, Secretary-General Kofi Annan

urged them to accept the report’s conclusions and recommendations. “We know

that a peaceful, democratic and prosperous Timor-Leste can be built only on

the foundations of good governance, accountability, human rights and the

rule of law,” he wrote.

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT STILL UNDECIDED AFTER SECOND DAY OF VOTING

A non-permanent seat on the Security Council remains up for grabs after the

United Nations General Assembly held a second day of voting today in the

contest to fill the place allocated to the Group of Latin American and

Caribbean States.

After 12 additional rounds of voting today, which takes the total number of

rounds so far to 22, neither Guatemala nor Venezuela had obtained a

two-thirds majority of ballots of members present and voting. Balloting

will now resume on Thursday morning.

The two countries are contending to serve as a non-permanent Council member

for a two-year term starting 1 January 2007, replacing Argentina.

In the 22nd round today, when 120 votes would have been enough to secure

victory, Guatemala received 102 votes and Venezuela 77. There were 12

abstentions.

Balloting will continue until a State from the region achieves the required

majority. There is no limit to the number of rounds of voting and in

1979-80 there were a record 155 ballots before Mexico was chosen from the

Latin American and Caribbean Group to serve a two-year term.

Yesterday Assembly members, following an agreed geographic allocation,

elected Belgium, Indonesia, Italy and South Africa to serve as

non-permanent members starting 1 January next year. They will replace

Denmark, Greece, Japan and Tanzania when their terms end on 31 December.

The Council’s five other non-permanent members, whose terms end on 31

December 2007, are Congo, Ghana, Peru, Qatar and Slovakia. The five

permanent members, which are the only members with veto power in votes, are

China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States.

* * *

TOP UN INFORMATION OFFICIAL SAYS WORLD BODY STILL HAS ‘COMPELLING STORY TO TELL’

Critics of the United Nations tend to doubt its ability to deliver on

promises made rather than question its ideals or legitimacy as a universal

body, so the Organization needs to close the gap between what people want

from it and what it can actually deliver, the top UN communications

official has told the General Assembly.

Under-Secretary-General for Communication and Public Information Shashi

Tharoor told the Assembly’s Fourth Committee (Special Political &

Decolonization) yesterday that the public still wants the UN to preserve

world peace, promote human rights and ensure economic justice.

Addressing the committee as it took up questions relating to information,

Mr. Tharoor cited a study last year of Americans that showed that an

increasing number considered the UN to be central to solving global

conflicts.

“The UN has a compelling story to tell,” he said, adding that that story

must be told better and more widely to build public support for the world

body and explain what it can achieve.

To reach that goal Mr. Tharoor said the UN Department of Public Information

was trying to create stronger partnerships with the various departments,

agencies, offices and field missions within the UN system to help identify

key messages and then re-cast them so they can be understood by target

audiences around the world.

He cited the placement of opinion columns by senior staff in newspapers,

including an article by Secretary-General Kofi Annan – which was published

by some 70 newspapers in at least 40 countries – that used the World Cup

soccer championships to draw attention to UN activities.

Mr. Tharoor also stressed the value of the UN speaking with one public

voice, noting that the UN Communications Group was formed to better

coordinate the world body’s media messages.

“From the recent humanitarian crisis in South-East Asia to the crisis in

Darfur to the looming threat of avian flu, there is clear proof that the

world is paying more attention when we speak in concert,” he said.

* * *

CLOSE TO 24 MILLION STAND UP AGAINST POVERTY IN RESOUNDING MESSAGE FOR LEADERS

In churches and schools, in slums and outside posh hotels, on Indian

cricket fields and in Mexican football stadiums, close to 24 million people

participated in the United Nations-led “STAND UP AGAINST POVERTY”

initiative to remind world leaders of their promises to eliminate extreme

poverty by 2015.

Setting what UN officials said today was a new world record for such an

anti-poverty event, STAND UP participants – all 23,542,614 of them –

actually stood up from a squat and then recited a brief but emotional

anti-poverty pledge. The record – achieved within a 24 hour period, 15-16

October – is to be verified by Guinness World Records, officials said.

“Together we have set an incredible record for the largest number of people

standing up to demand action on poverty, but the record we really want to

break is the world’s record of breaking promises and ignoring the poor,”

said Eveline Herfkens, Executive Coordinator of UN Millennium Campaign, the

main organizer, echoing the pledge read aloud by STAND UP participants.

“This is the great issue of our times, let us become great by dealing with

it decisively.”

The UN Millennium Campaign is working to meet the Millennium Development

Goals (MDGs) set by a 2000 summit meeting to drastically reduce extreme

poverty – halving 1990 rates by 2015 – among other targets on child health,

and diseases such as HIV and tuberculosis.

The initiative was undertaken in partnership with the Global Call to Action

Against Poverty (GCAP) and was timed to coincide with the International Day

for Poverty Eradication held on 17 October, and marked by multiple

ceremonies around the world.

In a message for the Day UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said there has

been “real but insufficient progress” towards meeting the MDG targets

noting that extreme poverty declined from 28 per cent of developing world’s

population in 1990 to 19 per cent in 2002.

Progress though was uneven both within and between regions and countries,

he noted, with poverty rates in Western Asia and Northern Africa virtually

stagnant and much of sub-Saharan Africa unlikely to meet the targets.

Mr. Annan said developed nations need to make good on their aid and debt

relief commitments, and allow a freer and fairer international trading

system, while developing nations, need to better use aid flows, improve

governance and strengthen the rule of law, as part of national strategies

to achieve sustainable growth.

At the same the Secretary-General regretted that the vaunted ‘global

partnership for development’ – aimed at ending poverty, which he called the

“central moral challenge of our age” – remains “more phrase than fact.

“This has to change,” he said, calling on all key development actors –

governments, the private sector, civil society and people living in poverty

– to “undertake a truly collective

In another statement issued today, Louise Arbour, the UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights, noted that “poverty is often a cause, as well as a

consequence” of human rights violations. “A marked characteristic of

virtually all communities living in extreme poverty is that they do not

have access, on equal terms, to the institutions and services of Government

that give effect to human rights,” she said.

More than a half a million students and educational staff affiliated with

the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) ‘stood up’ in

Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the West Bank and Gaza, even as there has been a 17

per cent increase in the population of the occupied territories living

under the internationally defined poverty line – to 72 per cent.

With 70 per cent of Gazans relying on food assistance, UNRWA is already

stretched to its limits, now exacerbated by $100 million shortfall.

More than 18 million Asians participated; more than half were Indians.

Africa was the second most active region with 3.6 million participants, led

by Malawi over Nigerians, who placed second in the region.

Nearly 110, 000 Chinese participated, while slightly more Americans joined

in, which was roughly twice the number recorded in all of Latin America. In

Europe not quite 900,000 joined in, with second-placed Germany recording

less than half of the 360,206 Spaniards that took part.

* * *

NUCLEAR WEAPON STATES MUST CUT ARSENALS, US AND RUSSIA SHOULD LEAD: UN ASSEMBLY TOLD

Despite significant reductions in nuclear arsenals, what remains is ample

enough to destroy the planet, the head of an independent commission on

weapons of mass destruction has warned the General Assembly, calling on

nuclear weapon States to reduce their stockpiles and the United States and

Russia to take the lead.

Lack of implementation by nuclear-weapon States of their commitments to

work toward disarmament has also undermined their moral authority and left

non-nuclear-weapon nations feeling frustrated and cheated, Hans Blix, the

Chairman of the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission told the Assembly’s

First Committee yesterday.

Had those commitments been kept, negotiations with the Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Iran would be less difficult, he added, but

said that despite such issues the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) was not on the verge of collapse, although its

safeguards needed strengthening.

Mr. Blix, a former UN arms inspector for Iraq and ex-head of the UN

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), also urged nuclear-weapon States

to commit themselves to a policy of no first-use, and in particular for the

United States and Russia to take their weapons off hair-trigger alert.

The Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission was established on an initiative

by the late Foreign Minister of Sweden, Anna Lindh, acting on a proposal by

then UN Under-Secretary-General Jayantha Dhanapala. The Swedish Government

invited Mr. Blix to set up and chair the Commission.

Also addressing the First Committee, which covers disarmament and

international security issues, was John Barrett, Chairman of the UN Group

of Governmental Experts on Verification, and he spoke in relation to all

forms of weapons: nuclear, radiological, chemical, biological and conventional.

* * *

UN HEALTH TASK FORCE OUTLINES STEPS TO FIGHT DRUG-RESISTANT TUBERCULOSIS

With the emergence of extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB)

posing a serious threat to public health, particularly when associated with

HIV, the United Nations health agency today called on countries to

immediately strengthen their control of the disease.

Announcing the results of last week’s first meeting of its Global Task

Force on XDR-TB, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) also outlined plans

to help mobilize teams that can respond to requests for technical

assistance from countries and be deployed at short notice to XDR-TB risk

areas.

“It is critical that urgent steps are taken to address XDR-TB, especially

in areas of high HIV prevalence,” WHO Acting Director-General Anders

Nordström told the Task Force at its meeting in Geneva on 9 and 10 October.

“At the same time we should not lose sight of the need to make

long-standing improvements to strengthen TB control, and build the

necessary capacity in health services to respond to drug-resistant tuberculosis.”

The Task Force also made specific recommendations on drug-resistant TB

surveillance methods and laboratory capacity measures; implementing

infection control measures to protect patients, health care workers and

visitors, particularly those who are HIV infected; and access to

second-line anti-TB and antiretroviral drugs for countries.

It also called for information-sharing strategies related to XDR-TB

prevention, control, and treatment, including co-management with

antiretroviral therapy; and research and development of new TB drugs,

vaccines and diagnostic tests.

WHO and Task Force members will now coordinate with national and

international partners involved in TB, as well as HIV prevention, care and

treatment, to take the recommendations forward. They will also develop a

plan that identifies the resources required to implement these outcomes and

the overall emergency response.

Drug-resistant TB has emerged as an increasing threat to TB control but a

WHO/United States Centres for Disease Control and Prevention study

published earlier this year documented for the first time cases of

tuberculosis that were extensively resistant to current drug treatments.

XDR-TB was identified in all regions of the world, though it is still

thought to be relatively uncommon.

Last month concerns were heightened by reports from KwaZulu-Natal province

in South Africa of high mortality rates in HIV-positive people with XDR-TB,

leading to warnings that XDR-TB could seriously threaten the considerable

progress being made in countries on TB control and the scaling up of

universal access to HIV treatment and prevention.

* * *

UN SAYS IT IS ENCOURAGED BY NEW THAI GOVERNMENT PRIORITY TO IMPROVE MYANMAR CAMPS

The 140,000 refugees from Myanmar living in Thailand may soon be issued

identity cards by Thai authorities that should permit them to move freely

outside their camps to work legally, the United Nations refugee agency said

today after a recent meeting with the new Prime Minister.

Recent sympathetic comments by Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont, a former

military general whose work made him familiar with the plight of refugees,

“encourage us to hope” that Thai government policy will soon change for the

better, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer

Pagonis, told a press briefing in Geneva.

This potentially significant change in Thai policy would improve the lives

of refugees, many of whom have lived in camps along the long Thai-Myanmar

border for up to 20 years, most with few prospects of returning home anytime soon.

“These steps would be in line with accepted standards and would also meet

the genuine needs of Thailand's growing economy for a bigger workforce,”

said Ms. Pagonis.

In a meeting last week with heads of UN agencies based in the Thai capital,

Mr. Surayud said one of his administration’s top priorities is improving

standards in the nine refugee camps run by the Thai government.

“We were pleased that he named as his third priority [after national

political reconciliation and solving Muslim discontent in the southern part

of the country] improving the living conditions and standards in the

refugee camps, which are run by the Thai government and are home to

refugees from Myanmar, formerly known as Burma,” Ms. Pagonis added.

Most of the refugees are members of Myanmar’s diverse conglomeration of

ethnic minorities who suffer abuses in counter-insurgency operations waged

by the country’s military government which is dominated by ethnic Burmans.

Even as efforts continue to resettle refugees in Western countries,

thousands more continue to pour over the border – some 2,000 Karen refugees

from Kayin state this spring - fleeing renewed conflict and human rights

abuses. In May, UN human rights experts called on the Government of Myanmar

to urgently halt counter-insurgency military operations targeting civilians

which have led to the forcible eviction and displacement of thousands of

ethnic minority villagers in Karen state.

Since 2004 nearly 7,000 refugees have been resettled in third countries.

The U.S. recently announced it would accept 2,700 Karen refugees from the

overcrowded Tham Hin camp, home to 9,500 refugees, by the end of the year.

UNHCR is working with a number of countries – Australia, Britain, Finland,

the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, Norway, as well as Canada and the

U.S. – to increase the number of Karen refugees who are accepted for

resettlement from Thailand, either as a group, or as individuals with

special needs.

* * *

UN EXPERT CALLS ON ASSEMBLY TO ADOPT DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Member States should follow the lead of the United Nations Human Rights

Council and quickly adopt the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous

Peoples without change, an independent UN expert has told the General

Assembly.

Rodolfo Stavenhagen, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights

and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people also warned the Assembly’s

Third Committee yesterday of the “implementation gap” between legal

standards and substantive change in the lives of indigenous people.

He said that in many countries, international norms and principles were not

always applied in domestic legislation, adding that public officials were

often ignorant of international norms and the jurisprudence of courts did

not reflect international standards.

Currently, the UN estimates that there are some 370 million indigenous

peoples living in different parts of the world.

José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social

Affairs, backed the call for adoption of the Declaration, saying that it

provided the international community with a comprehensive international

standard towards which all should strive together.

Mr. Ocampo noted that too often indigenous people experienced violations of

their basic human rights and were excluded from national development

processes, pointing out that the UN had an obligation to continue to

promote respect for the full and effective participation of indigenous

peoples in development processes at all levels.

While many delegations expressed support for the Declaration some expressed

strong reservations, although almost all the 15 representatives from

countries and regional groups that took part in the debate expressed

concern over the problems facing indigenous people and urged greater

international cooperation to address these issues.

In her response, the representative of New Zealand, Rosemary Banks ––

speaking also on behalf of Australia and the United States –– said those

countries could not accept the adoption of a text that was confusing,

unworkable, contradictory and deeply flawed.

For example, she said that the Declaration’s reference to

self-determination could be misrepresented as conferring a unilateral right

of self-determination and possible secession, thus threatening the

political unity, territorial integrity and stability of existing Member

States.

The representative of Colombia, Claudia Blum, also expressed concerns over

the manner in which the Human Rights Council had adopted the Declaration,

noting that more work was needed to achieve a text that could be adopted

without reservations. The Council adopted the draft Declaration in June at

its first session after the legislation had been debated for years.

* * *

UN LAUNCHES FLASH APPEAL AS SOMALI REFUGEES FLOOD INTO KENYA

As the rapid surge of refugees fleeing to Kenya from war-torn Somalia

brings the 2006 total to more than 34,000 and fears grow that this could

climb to 80,000 by the end of the year, the United Nations has issued an

emergency appeal for $35 million to meet the increased needs over the next six months.

“This refugee migration is occurring in a predominantly pastoralist area of

Kenya already severely stressed by three seasons of drought, with the

majority of pastoralist households already dependent on humanitarian aid,”

the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a news release.

The UN High Commissioner for Refuges (UNHCR) said today it will lead the

emergency response in collaboration with the UN World Food Programme (WFP),

the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the UN

World Health Organization (WHO), along with several non-governmental

organisations (NGOs).

The long-running Dadaab camp in north-eastern Kenya now hosts 160,000

Somalis in three sites, mostly from previous influxes from a country torn

by 15 years of factional wars as well as by drought, “so we would need to

find a new location for new arrivals,” UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis

told a news briefing in Geneva.

“In the past two weeks, the arrival rate reached 1,000 a day on several

occasions, and 2,000 per day on October 4-5. A total of 14,000 have crossed

since September 1,” she added.

The sudden surge comes as the Islamic Courts Union (ICU) expands its

influence beyond the Somali capital, Mogadishu, and jockeys for power with

the Transitional Federal Government in Baidoa and various warlord militias.

UNHCR has suspended operations at the Somalia-Kenya border for the last few

days to set up a more efficient screening and registration process. “We're

doing this because we’ve seen evidence that some refugees in the Dadaab

camps have tried to cheat the system by registering twice so that they can

get extra ration cards,” Ms. Pagonis said.

“We have deployed additional staff members to Dadaab to implement emergency

registration procedures, which include fingerprinting all new arrivals.”

UNHCR also reported today that a three-year-old girl was diagnosed on

Friday with polio in one of the three sprawling camps in Dadaab – the first

case in Kenya in more than 20 years. There have been 30 cases of polio so

far in Somalia in 2006.

“The girl had reportedly received all necessary vaccinations but still

contracted polio,” Ms. Pagonis said. “This new case is quite worrying, and

a team composed of Government officials, UNHCR, WHO and UNICEF is on the

way to Dadaab today to organize a response to this threat.”

* * *

LEBANON: UN REPORTS PROGRESS ON SECURING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM FINAL POSITION

The United Nations peacekeeping force in Lebanon today reported further

progress towards securing Israel’s withdrawal from the last position it

still occupies in the south of the country after this summer’s war with Hizbollah.

UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) Acting Commander Brig.-General J.P.

Nehra discussed with senior Lebanese and Israeli officers future security

arrangements for Gadjar, the village straddling the line separating the two

sides, the only post Israel still holds following its withdrawal from all

other positions on 1 October.

“The meeting went very well, I think we have more or less closed all the

gaps except for a few minor technical issues that should be finalized very

soon and then I expect the IDF (Israeli Defence Forces) to complete their

withdrawal from South Lebanon,” Brig.-General Nehra said.

A complete Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, together with Lebanese army

deployment in the area, is a key clause in UN Resolution 1701 that ended

the 34 days of fighting in August.

The resolution also mandates strengthening UNIFIL to a maximum of 15,000

troops. At present it has some 5,000 troops on the ground. The force’s

naval unit became operational on Sunday, monitoring Lebanon’s territorial

waters and the coastline to prevent arms smuggling.

In a related development, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported today

that about half a million Lebanese children returned to public schools

yesterday, after a delay of over a month caused by the fighting which

completely destroyed 50 schools and heavily damaged 300 others.

The back-to-school campaign went well but teachers reported that many

children still bore psychological scars and wanted to talk about their

experiences, UNICEF spokesman Michael Bociurkiw told a news briefing in Geneva.

Unexploded ordnance remains the single greatest physical threat to

children’s well-being in the area, he said. Although schools had been

cleared by de-mining authorities, UNICEF is very concerned that children

who might take short-cuts through fields to school might be vulnerable to

ordnance that has not yet been found, he added.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 

17 October 2006
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Gail Bindley Taylor-Sainte, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

**Timor-Leste
Good afternoon.  Today, the UN Independent Special Commission of Inquiry for Timor-Leste submitted its report to the National Parliament of Timor-Leste.  You may recall the Commission was set up to establish the facts relating to the outbreaks of violence back in April and May of this year.  The Commission’s findings include that there was an absence of systematic control over weapons and ammunition within the security sector, particularly within the national police.

In regard to former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri, the Commission finds that there is no evidence before it, which could lead to a recommendation that he be prosecuted for being personally involved in the illegal movement, possession or use of weapons.  Nevertheless, the Commission adds it has information which gives rise to a suspicion that he knew about the illegal arming of civilians with police weapons by the Interior Minister.  Accordingly, the Commission has recommended further investigation to determine if Alkatiri bears any criminal responsibility.

In a message to the people of Timor-Leste, the Secretary-General urged them to accept the report’s conclusions and recommendations and to act on them in the constructive manner in which they were formulated.  If you’d like more information, we have, upstairs, a press release with much more detail, as well as the report itself.

**Security Council
Meanwhile back here, the Security Council is holding consultations today on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi briefed Council members on the preparations for the second round of elections in that country, which are to take place on 29 October.

Annabi, under other matters, will also talk to the Council about recent developments in Ethiopia and Eritrea, which I read a statement on yesterday.  And, I understand there may be a press release from the ambassadors on the situation in Ethiopia and Eritrea.

The members of the Security Council will later hold their monthly luncheon with the Secretary-General.  Please be advised that we do not have a stakeout set outside of the Delegates Dining Room, and that any ambassador who wants to speak to you afterward will go to the regular second floor Security Council stakeout position.

** Lebanon
Meanwhile, from Lebanon, the Acting Force Commander of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon, Brigadier General J.P. Nehra, met today with senior officers from the Lebanese Armed Forces and the Israeli Defense Forces [IDF] to discuss the situation around the southern Lebanese town of Gajjar and future security arrangements for the area.

Afterwards, Nehra said that the meeting went very well, and that the parties have “more or less closed all the gaps” except for a few minor technical issues.  He said that the issues should be finalized soon, and then he expects the IDF to complete their withdrawal from south Lebanon.  We have a press release with more information on that upstairs.

Also from Lebanon, about half a million school children returned to their public schools yesterday in Lebanon, for the start of the school year, which was delayed by one month because of the conflict.  UNICEF [United Nations Children’s Fund] provided more details in their assistance to that operation in a press release available upstairs.

We do expect the Force Commander of UNIFIL, Major General Alain Pellegrini, who is in town this week, and he will be the guest at the noon briefing, we hope, this Thursday.

** Kenya – Somali Refugees
Just a couple of more items for you.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that the international aid community has issued a $35 million flash appeal for Kenya, to meet the needs of increasing numbers of Somali refugees over the next six months.  Fighting, drought and poverty in Somalia have caused the number of Somali refugees in the north-eastern Kenyan town of Dadaab to swell to 160,000.

The UN refugee agency, or UNHCR, has sent more staff to that area to carry out emergency camp registration procedures, and the World Food Programme is distributing food to new arrivals.  But, the situation remains precarious.  Particularly worrying to the UN staff is the fact that a 3-year-old girl, in one of the camps, has been diagnosed with polio, despite having received all necessary vaccinations.  This is the first case in Kenya in more than 20 years.  A team composed of Government officials, UNHCR, the World Health Organization and UNICEF is on its way to Dadaab to focus on the medical response.  We have more upstairs in the briefing notes from UNHCR.

**International Day for Eradication of Poverty
And lastly, today is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, which highlights the need for a truly global anti-poverty alliance.  In a message to mark the occasion, the Secretary-General said developed nations need to come through on their official development assistance (ODA) and debt relief commitments.  And developing nations should prioritize the Millennium Development Goals and adopt strategies to achieve them, he added.  And we have copies of his remarks upstairs.

This afternoon at 1, Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch-Brown will be delivering remarks on the North Lawn at an event organized by the Department of Social and Economic Affairs to mark this day.  And, I think you all heard from earlier today, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information, Shashi Tharoor, presented the results of the Millennium Campaign.  Tharoor said that more than 23.5 million people stood up against poverty in a 24-hour period in multiple locations around the globe.  We do have more information on that upstairs.  That is it for me.  I will take your questions.

**Questions and Answers:

Question:  Can you give us an update on the military activity in the buffer zone between Eritrea and Ethiopia?

Spokesman:  I have not received any updated information from yesterday.  We understand that the troops that had entered are still there.  The acting head of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea has met with Eritrean officials to file a protest over the actions and has also briefed Ethiopian officials.  We very much hope the Eritrean defence forces will move out of the area which they entered with over 1,500 troops and some 14 tanks, as we told you.

Question:  Is there any indication that there is a military build-up on the Eritrean side of the border behind this…?

Spokesman:  None that I have here.  One of the problems, of course, that remain is that the helicopter ban, flight ban, which the Eritreans had imposed on the UN, remains in place, which severely limits the Mission’s ability to discharge its mandate and to observe activities in the Temporary Security Zone.

Question:  Yesterday, I believe the new Secretary-General to be met with certain officials over here.  I just want to know if the transition team that he has is ready.  Is he creating a transition team?  Those officials that attended that meeting, will they be part of the transition team?

Spokesman:  I think you will have to ask his press people some of those questions.  For our part we are obviously ready and senior officials have begun meeting with them.  We are organizing ourselves to make sure that the transition is as smooth as possible on all levels whether it’s the Secretary-General’s office or departments so that the incoming team is fully briefed on what is going on within the UN.

Question:  Is it fair to assume that these officials that met with his are going to be part of the transition team?

Spokesman:  Which officials?

Question:  A few top UN officials met with him.

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has clearly instructed his staff to make sure the transition runs as smoothly as possible.  It’s obviously still in the early days and we are formalizing the arrangements and I think they are doing the same on the Secretary-General-Designate’s side.

Question:  I think one who met with them is Robert Orr?

Spokesman:  People have meetings all the time.  Mr. Orr is a senior official in the Secretary-General’s office.  He and others have contact with the incoming team but, I think we are still in the process of formalizing those contacts.

Question:  Speaking of transition, a few months ago Ambassador Bolton of the United States said that everybody from ASG [Assistant Secretaries-General] recommended that everybody at ASG and up would resign in order to allow for the new Secretary-General to put in his own team.  Some might be from the existing staff.  And my question is:  Is there a plan for such resignation and how is this going to work out as far as…?

Spokesman:  I think, first of all, the decisions on staffing for the Secretary-General-Designate will be his.  He will have to see what he asks senior officials to do as of 1 January.  You should obviously note that the vast majority of the senior officials, USGs [Under-Secretaries-General] and others, people in senior positions, most of them have contracts that run out in February, and that was designed to give the incoming Secretary-General the flexibility to do what he wants.  But how Mr. Ban Ki-moon will want to handle those issues, that will be up to him and I can’t speak to that.

Question:  Just appointed last month.  Is her contract …

Spokesman:  I believe her term is, I would have to check, but I think her term is for three years.

Question:  This applies not to ASGs but to USGs?

Spokesman:  Mostly to USGs but, once again, these decisions would have to be made by Mr. Ban Ki-moon.

Question:  In Somalia, the Prime Minister of the Transitional Federal Government says he’s written to the UN saying that the mediation in Khartoum is not fair and is siding too much with the Islamic Courts.  I’m wondering if the Secretary or the UN system has the letter and has written a response to that.

Spokesman:  I have not seen the letter, but I can inquire as to whether or not it’s been received.

Question:  OIOS [Office of Internal Oversight Services] had just issued a report, or I guess I had just seen it on the Department of Political Affairs (DPA) and it makes recommendations directly to the Secretary-General saying that overlap between DPA and DPKO [Department of Peacekeeping Operations] should be a thing and says that the Secretary-General’s office did not comment on the recommendation.  So, I’m asking, is there any response to the recommendations and if OIOS can be brought to talk about the report?

Spokesman:  Obviously on OIOS, they are an independent organ of the Secretariat.  Their reports are all made public.  As to whether or not they will decide to come down and brief, I don’t know, but a lot of their work and most of their output is in fact made public.  And obviously the Secretary-General’s office will follow up on the recommendations that are included in that report.

Question:  The Foreign Ministers of Senegal and Nigeria met with the Sudanese Government on the issue of the UN force in Sudan.  And they said there’s going to be a mini-African summit including the Heads of State.  Now is the UN aware of this and is the UN part of this development?

Spokesman:  We are aware of the efforts, as what is referred to in French as the “Comité des Sages”, to work with the Sudanese Government towards a transition.  Our shared principles are to work with the League of Arab States and the African Union to work towards convincing the Sudanese Government to accept an eventual transition to the UN staff.  So, this is really part of a broad international strategy to work with the Khartoum Government and get them to change their position.  As for any possible summit, I don’t have any specific information on that.

Question:  The Democratic Republic of the Congo, there’s a consultation going on and I am not sure what type of update Heidi Annabi is giving and, I’ve been told he is not going to come to the stakeout, so I’m going to ask you this question.  There is an NGO [non-governmental organization], Journaliste en Danger that has asked MONUC [United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo] to protect TV stations and transmitting towers that are being destroyed in the campaign.  Is MONUC going to do that?

Spokesman:  As to what specific steps MONUC will take, we will have to see with them.  But obviously, this is something that MONUC has spoken out quite forcefully on over the last few days, is the need, on one hand, to protect media outlets, and on the other hand, for media outlets owned by parties not to engage in any inflammatory or hate messages that would have a negative effect on the campaigns.  I will now leave you in the hands of Gail, who will now tell you about elections and more elections.

Briefing by the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly
Good afternoon everyone.  The General Assembly, this morning, resumed voting to elect a candidate from the Latin American and Caribbean region for a non-permanent seat on the 2007 Security Council.  After 10 rounds of voting yesterday, during which the candidates received a varied number of votes, no candidate was able to secure the two-thirds majority needed to be elected.  The final vote was almost the same as the first vote ending the day with 187 Member States voting, 4 abstaining, giving 110 votes to Guatemala and 77 to Venezuela.

The first ballot, this morning, has seen little change with a higher number of abstentions (8), 107 voting for Guatemala, 76 for Venezuela, and neither country getting the required 122 two-thirds majority.  Later voting results were:  107 votes for Guatemala, 77 for Venezuela in the second ballot; and 112 votes for Guatemala, 75 for Venezuela in the third ballot

Today’s first three ballot rounds were once again unrestricted, which meant any member from the group interested in running for the position could offer its candidature except, of course, Argentina and Peru —- current members of the Council.  Yesterday, the names of Cuba and Mexico were put forward in the unrestricted rounds of balloting.

The Assembly in the first round voting on Monday did elect Belgium, Indonesia, Italy and South Africa for two-year terms beginning 1 January 2007.

The fourteenth ballot has just been counted and we will squawk it to you as soon as we get out of here, so that you’ll have the latest.

In news of the work of the Committees, there were appeals on Monday in the Third Committee, which deals with Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural issues, to adopt “without change or delay” the long awaited Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, said the Declaration represented a new path for the protection of the human rights of indigenous people and reflected the emerging international consensus on the content of their rights.  He appealed to Member States not to disappoint the hopes of the indigenous people of the world who have been waiting for some 20 or more years for action on this issue.  His sentiments were echoed by Mr. José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, who stressed that the United Nations had an obligation to continue to promote respect for the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in development processes at all levels.

While many delegations expressed support for the Declaration, some expressed strong reservations.  The representative of New Zealand, speaking on behalf of Australia and the United States as well, said those countries could not accept the text of the Declaration, which they described as “confusing, unworkable, contradictory and deeply flawed”.  They gave the example of the Declaration’s reference to self-determination which, they noted, could be misrepresented as conferring a unilateral right of self-determination and possible secession, thus threatening “the political unity, territorial integrity and stability of existing Member States”.

The Committee will conclude its debate on indigenous issues today.

The Fourth Committee has begun to look at questions relating to information.  On Monday, Under-Secretary-General Shashi Tharoor, in his opening address, noted that the United Nations needed to close the gap between what people wanted from the Organization and what it was able to deliver.  He stressed “The United Nations has a compelling story to tell, but it must be told well, so as to build public support.”  Debate continues today on this question.

Meanwhile, in the Sixth Committee, which deals with Legal Affairs, ending its discussions on terrorism, having considered among other things methods for applying sanctions.  They have now moved on to discuss requests for observer status by three organizations:  the OPEC [Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries] Fund for International Development, the Indian Ocean Commission and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).  The Committee is also examining re-organization of the internal justice system of the United Nations, the work of the Committee on the UN Charter and the rule of law at the international and national levels.

President of the GA [General Assembly], Sheikha Haya Al Khalifa, will participate in the commemorative event to mark the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, which will take place in Conference Room 2 at 1:15 p.m.  In her statement to mark the Day, she notes that “only by listening to the voices of the poorest and most vulnerable, can we demonstrate our commitment and common purpose.  Referring to the work of the recipient of the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize, Muhammed Yunis, she notes, “it is my strong belief that examples such as the Grameen Bank demonstrate that, given a chance, it is the poor who can best empower themselves.”  She also draws attention to the informal debate that she plans to hold on this very issue with the hope that “working together out of poverty, we can make poverty history.”  This event is organized by ATD Fourth World in partnership with the UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs and the NGO Subcommittee on Poverty.

The ceremony brings people living in poverty to the UN, where they speak directly on behalf of themselves and their community's experience.  People living in poverty from Guatemala, Appalachia, New Orleans and Ireland have gathered to speak here today.  They will meet with the President of the GA to share their experience and call for action.

That’s the report for today.

Questions and Answers:

Question:  First of all, when Mr. Tharoor says that the UN has a compelling story to tell, but it must be told well, it sounds almost like criticism on the Under-Secretary-General for Communication.  The question I have is that you said that Cuba and Mexico offered their candidacy.  I knew that they were voted on, but do you know for sure that they were the ones who offered their candidacy?

Spokeswoman:  No, I do not know for sure.  But, they could have or someone could have nominated them, because unless somebody nominated them, you can, from the floor, write the nomination of whoever you are voting for.  So, you are right.

Question:  I thought that was the case that somebody wrote in the name Mexico and somebody wrote in Cuba…

Spokeswoman:  I will double check.

Question:  Can you go back in the history box of the UN GA election that, at any point in time since the candidacy was split, like one nation serving one year, another nation serving another year?  I think the Chinese Ambassador said that in the early 1950s or 1960s that this happened.  That two candidates were running for the same seat and the compromise was they served one year each.

Spokeswoman:  I can certainly check on that.  I know someone else had asked how far the ballots could go, and we have talked [about] the 1979 instance of about 155 ballots.  But, in fact, the following year at the thirty-fifth session between Costa Rica and Guyana, it went to 23 ballots.  So, there is something between 155 and the current situation.  It was resolved at 23 ballots and that was somewhere around 1980.

Question:  Do you have any indication whether the GRULAC [Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries] group is going to hold a meeting?  There was some discussion that they were going to hold a meeting.  Are they going to have a meeting today?

Spokeswoman:  I think that is still being discussed, because I saw one of the ambassadors at the stakeout saying that until Ecuador, which is the GRULAC current Chair, calls a meeting, right now it’s just a matter of talk.  That people are saying that one way out of the situation is for GRULAC to meet and discuss the situation and where they want to go.  Because, so far, there have been no further -- at least not for this morning -- there have been no further contenders even when the ballot was unrestricted.

Question:  And just that thing on the Host Committee?

Spokeswoman:  I do have an answer for you.  They, in fact, met and a press release was issued; the symbol is HK/650.  That more or less tells you, what the discussion was.  Basically, the US held one position, and Venezuela another.  The US on the specifics of the Venezuelan protest, they said that for one thing, the timing of the incident was different.  According to the press release, they had proof that the minister had been detained not for 90 minutes, but for 27, and they were able to show that with airport records. They said that the airline had in fact offered to board the Foreign Minister and his family without further screening, but he refused to board and chose to remain at the airport.  This had been reported earlier, so they, more or less, kept to the same position.  The Host Country Committee will meet again on 30[October], however, I don’t see any conclusions of the discussions in the release.  I think that both Member States just stated their positions.  You can read the press release on this.  They are meeting again on 30[October].

Question:  Is the President of the General Assembly aware that after theappointment of Mr. Ban Ki-moon, he met with regional groups, discussing appointments of Under-Secretaries-General and Assistant Secretaries-General.  Is the President of the General Assembly aware of these meetings that are going on between Mr. Ban Ki-moon and these regional groups?

Spokeswoman:  I am not sure.  I will have to check whether she is aware that this is happening.

Anything else?  Thank you.
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