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United Press International:  Developing nations given access to science

30.10.2006

[appears in World Peace Herald, ...]
NEW YORK, Oct. 30 (UPI) -- More than 200 of the world's scientific publishers and associations have agreed to provide developing nations access to science literature. 

The project, designed to help reduce disparities in scientific resources, is a collaborative initiative to make global research in the environmental sciences available online with either no charge or for a nominal fee. 

The project -- developed by the U.N. Environment Program, Yale University, and leading science and technology publishers -- was announced Monday in New York. 

Called Online Access to Research in the Environment, it will make available scholarly, peer-reviewed environmental science journals to more than 1,200 public and non-profit environmental institutions in more than 100 developing nations of Africa, Asia, the Pacific, Latin America, the Caribbean and Eastern Europe. 

Every institution enrolled in OARE will receive access to literature with an annual retail subscription value of many hundreds of thousands of dollars in such fields as biotechnology; botany; climate change; ecology; energy; environmental chemistry, economics, engineering, and planning; geography, meteorology, oceanography and zoology. 

All articles will be provided through a portal presented in English, Spanish and French.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Caribbean Press Releases: Bridging the ‘Scientific Capital Gap’ With Access for 108 Developing Countries 

30.10.2006
More than 1000 journal titles to be accessible

New York --- 30 Oct. 2006 --- Scientists, researchers, and policy makers in 108 developing countries will soon receive access to one of the world’s largest collections of scholarly environmental science journals, thanks to a United Nations-backed on-line initiative launched today.

Access will be provided through more than 1,200 eligible institutions - universities, research institutes, environmental ministries, libraries, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) - for free or at nominal cost in countries in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Eastern Europe. 

The portal, which brings together the work of more than 200 prestigious publishers, societies and associations, is being coordinated by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) and Yale University, and is supported by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.

Over 1,000 scholarly scientific and technical journal titles, in fields ranging from biotechnology, botany and climate change to environmental toxicology and pollution, oceanography and zoology, will be provided through a portal - Online Access to Research in the Environment (OARE) - presented in English, Spanish and French.

“OARE is a new and inspiring example of international cooperation that can contribute to the reduction of the North-South scientific gap and digital divide, objectives that are both at the top of the UN agenda and the UN Millennium Development Goals,” said Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director. 

The initiative will also provide Abstract and Index Research Databases (A&I Databases) - intellectual tools the scientific and professional community use to search for information within thousands of scholarly publications.

Access for institutions in the 70 poorest countries will be free while there will be a nominal charge for institutions in 38 lower middle income countries, fees which will be reinvested to support continued training and outreach activities in these countries. 

OARE will be managed in close cooperation with two earlier UN initiatives - the Health Internetwork Access to Research Initiative (HINARI), launched by the UN’s World Health Organization (WHO) in 2001 to provide research to the medical community in developing nations, and Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture (AGORA), launched by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Cornell University in 2003 to provide research to the agricultural community.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (UK): UN investigates Israel's 'uranium weapons' 
Eric Silver in Jerusalem 
30.10.2006
The United Nations Environment Programme is investigating allegations, first published in The Independent, that Israel may have used uranium-based weapons during this summer's war in Lebanon. Twenty UN experts, working with Lebanese environmentalists, have spent two weeks assessing various samples. They are planning to report their findings in December. 

Butros al-Harb, Unep's Middle East director, told a Lebanese radio interviewer at the weekend: "If uranium was used, we will find out and we will announce it. We cannot confirm anything now, but we will wait for results." 
Yesterday Israel issued its most explicit denial yet. Major Avital Leibovitz, a spokeswoman for the Israel Defence Forces, said: "We deny using any weapons containing uranium." One official suggested that if the environmentalists had indeed found traces of uranium, they would have to look for a different explanation. 
Chris Busby, the scientific secretary of the European Committee on Radiation Risk, based in Brussels, reported last week that two soil samples thrown up by Israeli bombs in the south Lebanese villages of Khiam and At Tiri, centres of fierce fighting between Israel and Hizbollah, showed "elevated radiation signatures". Dr Busby warned that particles from the explosions were long-lived in the environment and could be inhaled into the lungs, causing "significant" health effects on civilians. 
The Harwell laboratory for mass spectrometry in Oxfordshire confirmed the concentration of uranium isotopes in the samples, but the European experts were puzzled about what weapons Israel might have been using and why. Chris Bellamy, a professor of military science and doctrine at Cranfield University, said the initial tests "present an enigma". But he dismissed speculation that Israel was using a "dirty bomb" or micro-yield nuclear weapon. 
Government officials said Israel had received no approaches from either the Unep or the European committee. Mark Regev, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, said: "If someone comes with a complaint, comes with a charge, we will review it." But he protested that Israel was being singled out when nobody had accused it of deploying weapons banned under international law or practice. "The sort of munitions we used in the Lebanon campaign," he said, "were almost identical to the sort of weaponry used in conflicts over the past decade by Nato countries, by Western countries. Sometimes there's a feeling that the Jewish state is being singled out for special treatment. One really has to ask why it is that the finger is being pointed at Israel." 
Palestinian officials have frequently accused the IDF of firing shells tipped with depleted uranium, a hard metal byproduct of uranium enrichment, in the Gaza Strip. But Israel has denied it and no conclusive evidence has been produced. 
Israel's Attorney General, Menachem Mazuz, called for President Moshe Katzav to stand down for the duration of any judicial proceedings after police recommended indicting him for alleged sexual offences against women employees. 
____________________________________________________________________________

National Geographic News: Toxic Dumping in Africa Elicits Calls for Better Controls

Kimberly Johnson
30.10.2006
Recent illegal toxic waste dumping in Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) has led to at least ten deaths and renewed calls from environmentalists for tighter controls over international waste shipments. 

Tons of poisonous chemical sludge were dumped at various sites around the port city of Abidjan in August, leading to thousands of reports of people suffering from vomiting, diarrhea, and nosebleeds. 

Investigations are underway to find out why the waste was illegally dumped after being offloaded from the Probo Koala, a tanker registered in Panama that had been chartered by a Dutch-based oil trader. 

Meanwhile, the incident has many environmental groups decrying a lack of proper controls over the international waste recycling market. 

As waste management has become globalized, countries with civilian unrest, no environmental law enforcement, or weak legislative frameworks have become prime targets for illegitimate hazardous-waste dealers, the groups contend. 

"Unscrupulous dealers are also globalized," said Pierre Portas, deputy executive secretary of the Basel Convention Secretariat, the part of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) that deals with waste management. 

"Wastes always follow the path of least resistance," Portas said. 

"What is happening in Côte d'Ivoire is a series of unfortunate events linked to greed. That toxic waste should have never reached Abidjan." 

Rotten-Egg Smell 

Details about why the waste was allowed to enter the West African country remain hazy. Numerous calls to the Embassy of the Ivory Coast in Washington, D.C., seeking comment went unanswered. 

Portas describes what he calls a likely scenario: the Probo Koala probably picked up a load of low-grade gasoline. The fuel was then refined on the ship, he says, using a process in which caustic soda is blended into gasoline to remove sulfur. 

The ship likely then traveled to Amsterdam, the Netherlands, where officials noted the high toxicity level of the waste. 

nstead of paying the $300,000 (U.S.) disposal fee in Europe, the crew continued on to Nigeria, the country where it intended on selling the gasoline shipment. 

"Normally when you sell your cargo, you have to clean out your [waste] tanks at the same time," Portas said. 

But for some reason, the dirty tanks were sent to Côte d'Ivoire, where a local disposal company reportedly agreed to empty them for $12,000 (U.S.). 

"We don't know if [Ivory Coast] authorities were notified about the residues," he added. 

Once the Probo Koala arrived in the Côte d'Ivoire port, the disposal company removed the hazardous waste from the ship, loaded it into trucks, and drove it to Abidjan's main landfill for dumping. 

The waste, however, had a very strong sulfur smell akin to rotten eggs, which prompted area residents to blockade roads into the dump, Portas says. 

With no way into the landfill, truck drivers began dumping around the city. Some trucks were abandoned alongside roads, their cargo tanks filled with hazardous waste. 

Hard to Track 

The exact extent of such scenarios occurring globally remains a mystery, Portas says. 

"Unfortunately there are no statistics," he said. 

Western countries may closely track incidents of illegal dumping within their borders. But obtaining accurate data in Africa, Asia, Latin America, or the Caribbean is more difficult. 

"Cases like [the Côte d'Ivoire dumping] help governments understand what the gray areas are and how the international regime can narrow down those gray areas," he said. 

Jim Puckett, coordinator of the Seattle, Washington-based environmental group Basel Action Network, notes that most reports of dumping incidents are by their nature anecdotal at best. 

And while the Côte d'Ivoire incident is bogged down in bureaucracy, it is still more straightforward than the issue of dumping postconsumer waste, such as used electronics, he says. 

The high cost of postconsumer waste disposal in developed countries ensures that "it will go elsewhere," Puckett said. 

But tracking postconsumer waste exports is difficult, because international tariff codes do not require transporters to distinguish between new and used electronic goods. 

Often shippers claim to be donating electronics to developing countries but are never required to prove that the goods are still functional. 

The loophole leaves an open door for unscrupulous dumping of junked electronics, Puckett says 

Nigeria, for example, has received about 500 containers of electronic equipment within the last two years under the guise of donations. 

At least 75 percent of the shipment was unusable and so was hauled to open fields and burned. 

Lead used in circuit boards and monitors' glass tubes goes into the groundwater, and the burning plastics release deadly cancer-causing fumes. 

"That is the constant assault that Africa is receiving," Puckett said. "It's happening on a daily basis." 

Stemming the tide of such shipments must be done on the export side, especially given that developing countries often don't have an infrastructure to enforce proper waste management, Puckett adds. 

"The U.S. is a glaring renegade country in this issue," with no controls in place over such exports, he said. 

About 80 percent of the electronic material U.S. consumers take to recyclers is going almost immediately offshore to developing countries in Asia or Africa, he says. 

"Every country," he said, "should take responsibility for their waste." 
____________________________________________________________________________

New India Press: Using sun to cool vaccines, Indian scientist gets Kalam as first client 
31.10.2006
NEW DELHI: The reason often given for the failure of immunisation programmes in rural areas is that implementers are unable to keep vaccines in cold storage for want of power supply. SolarChill, a vaccine cooler developed by an Indian scientist under the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), may help solve that problem. 

The cooler developed by Rajendra Shende, head of the UNEP’s OzonAction Unit, will be launched in India on November 1. Backing the idea, President A P J Abdul Kalam has already purchased two units, to be installed at the clinic in Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

“We are handing over SolarChill to the President. It is not being launched commercially as it is in the process of WHO clearance,” said Shende, who’s in Delhi for the installation of the units at Rashtrapati Bhavan. “I had told the President about my project when I met him in 2005 while receiving an award. He was very interested and asked me to keep him posted.” 

The idea struck Shende while travelling by bus in Burkina Faso some six years back. “Seeing the children there, I realised their fragile health. It occurred to me that plenty of sunshine does not mean plenty of health. Some children, carrying their sick younger brothers and sisters, were looking at us as if we were from other planets,” he said.

“I thought that if we could develop a vaccine cooler that uses the solar energy so abundant in Burkina Faso and other developing countries, and if we develop a vaccine cooler that uses the solar energy so abundantly available there.” 

He said he thought of an affordable, environment-friendly version of solar coolers as he was already working with WHO on ozone depletion. 

“It’s not a new concept. Solar refrigerator vaccine cooler unit are produced in the world but they always have lead batteries. When in the night stored in lead batteries, the walls of the vaccine refrigerator have to be thick enough to keep the vaccine cold at low temperature —2 to 8 degrees Celsius according to WHO,” he said.

“Besides the lead batteries are toxic, difficult to carry, every three to five years you have to change them. We decided to utilise to create ice box within the refrigerator that will provide the required insulation even during night.”

He said the cooling unit, too, did not use regular freon-based chemicals, which deplete ozone and add to global warming. One unit can serve the vaccine needs of some 50,000 people. The units will be available for commercial manufacture by 2007. 

Shende’s idea was jointly taken up by UNEP, Unicef, WHO, the Danish Technological Institute, Greenpeace, GTZ Proklima and Programs for Appropriate Technologies in Health (PATH). Refrigeration companies Vestfrost and Danfoss took part in the development of SolarChill, which took place in Senegal, Indonesia and Cuba. 

India has tried to use solar coolers before in pilot projects, but the units then used, run either on kerosene or using lead batteries, were found ineffective. Shende’s new machines — with no batteries — might prove a boon, although the Health Ministry is yet to try it out. 

Shende is hopeful. “I have heard news of resurgence of polio in India and people saying that vaccines have been administered. What is the use of giving the vaccine if it is not potent. May be this type of cooler can help the immunisation programme.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: European Commission Proposes Ban on EU Mercury Exports 

30.10.2006

BRUSSELS, Belgium, October 30, 2006 (ENS) - The European Commission has proposed legislation to ban all European Union exports of mercury from 2011. The ban forms a key part of the EU's strategy for reducing global exposure to mercury, which is toxic to humans and the environment. 

The export ban is expected to reduce global supply and emissions of the heavy metal into the environment. 

The proposed regulation would ban mercury exports from the EU from July 1, 2011. From the same date, mercury no longer used in the chlor-alkali industry as well as mercury gained from the purification of natural gas or production of non-ferrous metals would have to be safely stored, possibly in underground salt mines adapted for waste disposal. 

Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said, "This proposal underlines the Commission's determination to protect people and the environment from exposure to this highly toxic metal. In banning exports of mercury and requiring its safe storage, the EU will be setting an example for global action to reduce emissions. I urge other countries to support moves towards a worldwide agreement." 

A main global supplier of mercury is the Spanish state owned firm MAYASA, which supplies around 1,000 metric tonnes per year. 

MAYASA re-sells mercury that it buys from the EU chlor-alkali industry as mercury cells are phased out. It is estimated that between now and 2020 some 12,000 metric tonnes of mercury will become available due to this phaseout. 

The Commission has consulted widely on its proposal and MAYASA, the Spanish government and the European chlor-alkali industry – the stakeholders most directly affected – have agreed to the ban from the date proposed. 

The Commission has taken note that CEFIC, the European chemical industry organization, has given a voluntary commitment to ensure safe storage of mercury from the chlor-alkali industry from July 1, 2011. 

The proposed regulation now goes to the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers for approval under the co-decision procedure. 

Mercury use is declining both in the EU and globally. Global demand is around 3,400 tonnes per year, with the EU-15 accounting for 440 metric tonnes in 2005. 

Globally, the main uses of mercury are in small-scale gold mining, the chlor-alkali industry and production of vinyl-chloride monomer, the basis of polyvinyl chloride, PVC, plastic. 

In the EU only the chlor-alkali industry remains a significant user, and it is progressively phasing out the use of mercury in its production of chlorine. 

Chlorine and caustic soda are the main products made from the chlor-alkali electrolysis technology. Mercury is used as a negative electrode or cathode that works with a titanium anode to keep the highly reactive products involved apart when electricity is passed through brine. 

The next most significant use of mercury in the EU is in dental amalgam. 

Environmental and health NGOs welcomed the European Commission's proposal for a regulation to ban EU mercury exports and ensure the safe storage of surplus mercury, so that it will not re-enter the global market. 

"The European Commission has taken a leadership role in the world through its hands-on approach to reducing mercury in the environment, by controlling mercury supply", said Elena Lymberidi, the EEB's Zero Mercury Campaign Project Coordinator. 

The NGOs believe that this sends a clear message both to world governments attending the European Commission International conference today and tomorrow, and to participants at the forthcoming UNEP Governing Council meeting in February 2007. 

"We are happy that the EU has decided to control mercury flows which go to developing countries." said Rickford Vieira, gold mining pollution abatement coordinator, WWF Guianas. "Other developed countries should now take similar measures which will help to better protect goldminers and their families, in developing countries as well as global food supplies." 

"The Commission recognized that it is very important that mercury supply and demand are addressed simultaneously," said Michael Bender, director of the Mercury Policy Project and co-founder of the Zero Mercury Working Group. "This should also happen globally. Mercury is a deadly pollutant which should stop being traded internationally." 

The EU mercury strategy, launched by the Commission in January 2005, is a comprehensive plan addressing mercury pollution both in the EU and globally. It contains 20 measures to reduce mercury emissions, cut supply and demand and protect against exposure, especially to methylmercury found in fish. The export ban and safe storage of surplus supplies are major aspects of the strategy. 

Mercury and its compounds are highly toxic to humans, animals and ecosystems. High doses can be fatal to humans, but even relatively low doses can affect the nervous system and have been linked with harmful effects on the cardiovascular, immune and reproductive systems. 

Mercury persists in the environment, where it can change into methylmercury, its most toxic form. Methylmercury may be formed in water and soil by bacteria acting on metallic mercury and inorganic mercury compounds that enter the air and water from mining ore deposits, burning coal and waste, and from manufacturing plants. 

Methylmercury builds up in the tissues of fish, and people are exposed by eating fish or shellfish contaminated with methylmercury. Larger and older fish tend to have the highest levels of mercury. 

People can be exposed by breathing vapors from spills, incinerators, and industries that burn mercury-containing fuels. They can be exposed when mercury is released into the body from dental work and medical treatments. 

Methylmercury readily passes through both the placenta and the blood-brain barrier, so exposure of women of child-bearing age and of children is of greatest concern. 

Exposure to high levels of metallic, inorganic, or organic mercury can permanently damage the brain, kidneys, and developing fetus. 

The NGOs are not satisfied with the proposed legislation because mercury compounds and mercury-containing products, which are to be subject to use and marketing restrictions in the EU, are not included in the scope of the ban. 

They say the proposed implementation date of July 2011 is too far distant. NGOs have been seeking a 2008 export ban, and the European Parliament resolution of March 2006 sought implementation by 2010. 

In addition, NGOs are concerned that the Commission is allowing the potential for permanent storage of mercury, before an environmentally sound method guaranteeing such an approach, is developed and understood. 

"A transfer of polluting technologies and products to the developing countries will not prevent the entry of mercury into the ocean and the fish we eat in Europe," said Karolina Ruzickova of Health Care Without Harm Europe. 

The Commission organized an international mercury conference on Thursday and Friday Brussels to promote global action, including the possible development of a legally binding international agreement, to reduce human and environmental exposure. 

The international conference on mercury organized by the Commission on October 26 and 27 in Brussels focused on reducing supply and demand. The conference comes just four months before the next meeting of the UNEP Governing Council in February 2007, where the issue of a binding global instrument will again be discussed. 

The conference aimed to increase international awareness of mercury issues and to facilitate contacts between producing/exporting countries and consuming nations. Delegates from more than 30 non-EU countries including China, Russia, India, Brazil, the United States and Canada took part. 

Reducing mercury exposure worldwide requires action at international level to complement the EU's own measures. The EU has already raised the need for a legally binding global instrument on mercury at the Governing Council of the UN Environment Program, UNEP. 

The UNEP Governing Council concluded, at its 22nd session in February 2003, that there is sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury to warrant further international action.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Tide (Nigeria): Threat of Lake Nyos flooding: How prepared is Nigeria? 

30.10.2006
The hitherto lifeless Lake Nyos literally belched in the night of August 21, 1986, the first in living memory. Communities down the valleys of the northwest axis of the Cameroun Mountain range were jolted by this activity from the lake they had believed was safe.

Its deadly eruption spewed heavy doses of carbon dioxide which suffocated 1,700 people to death and twice that number of cattle within a 27-kilometre radius.

The Camerounian authorities reacted promptly and resettled some 20, 000 survivors of the disaster at higher altitudes. Although Nigeria was spared the worst of this disaster, the federal government reacted by constituting the National Technical Committee on Earthquake Phenomenon (NTCEP) to undertake detailed studies of the lake in conjunction with their Camerounian counterparts.

The result, published in a report in March 1991, called for the implementation of far-reaching recommendations, but which, have to date, remained largely ignored and unimplemented.

Part of the recommendations included the construction of a buffer dam downstream on the Katsina-Ala river, the establishment of flow stations to monitor the rise in water level in the Benue and Katsina-Ala rivers as well as regular surveillance of Lake Nyos.

The report also recommended a sustained Nigeria-Cameroun scientific study of the Nyos phenomenon with a view to finding solutions to the gas build up in the lake and its weakening natural dam.

With a 1,180 metre wide rectangular crater that is 1,925 metres long and 208 metres deep, Lake Nyos is situated on a highly faulted plateau in the Menchum division of Cameroun’s Northwest province. It lies on an altitude of almost 1,207 metres approximately 108 kilometres from the Nigerian border. Its natural dam is 43 metres high, 45 metres wide and 200 metres long.

It has been established that Lake Nyos today poses a more serious threat to Nigeria than to Cameroun. The threat remains as potent as it was before the gas explosion in 1986, but not in carbon dioxide asphyxiation but in flooding. With an estimated 55 million cubic metres of water, about five times the volume of water at Kainji, it also holds some 300 million cubic metres of dissolved carbon dioxide.

Studies show that its natural dam made up of pyroclastic layers —gravel, rock and mountainous soils are being eroded by rain, wind and lake waters at an estimated 1.5 metres annually. The dam is also weakened by seepage at its base. Its collapse, therefore, could cause floods to reach the Benue valley in hours.

A 2005 report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) who jointly conducted the most recent study on the lake, warned that the lake’s natural dam could collapse within five to 10 years, “the high likelihood of this occurring within the next five years”.

Prof. Solomon Ananaba, a geo-physicist at the Federal University of Technology, Owerri, says “Lake Nyos has a direct link to Nigeria.” Its waters drain into River Kumbi in Cameroun and washes into River Katsina-Ala, which empties into the River Benue.

The Benue, on the other hand, flows through Adamawa, Taraba and Benue states before joining the River Niger at Lokoja. Several other rivers and streams, including rivers Gongola and Donga, drain into the Benue.

These rivers take their rise from the Adamawa highlands and flow through large expanse of low-lying territory inhabited by several communities of fishermen and farmers.

“The eventual collapse of the dam will cause a catastrophe leading to large-scale floods. This will affect large populations in the front-line states of Benue, Taraba, Adamawa, Cross River and Akwa Ibom. These populations live, fish and farm along the Benue valley and its rivulets,” Ananaba said.

A NEMA report on the lake projects that some 50,000 people, 30,000 herds of cattle and other livestock would be caught within the flood path and could perish. It estimates possible losses at N30 billion of crops, residential and commercial structures, utilities and infrastructure, like roads and bridges.

Waters from the lake could reach the Cameroun-Nigeria border in six hours and about 16 hours at Katsina-Ala.

“As the flood enters Nigeria, it spreads out over wide plains, inundating many towns, villages, hamlets and farmlands. Between the Cameroun border and Benue River, it is estimated that more than 50 settlements, including Katsina-Ala, Kashimbila, Waya, Mang, Gamora, Andwe, Terwegh and Gberave and over 15,000 hectares of farmland would be flooded,” says the report.

Ananaba recently led a team on a scientific field investigation to assess the preparedness of the front-line states for any eventual collapse of the lake’s dam.

The team comprised representatives from the academia, ministries of science and technology, water resources, and environment, the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), the National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) and the media.

While the team found that floods from Nyos may not impact directly on Cross River and Akwa Ibom states, Ananaba says an eruption could cause other crystal instability along the region. “Our landscape is getting unstable and we must be prepared for it,” he says, adding, “earthquakes do occur here even though they are quite minor”.

He, however, warned that a “neo-tectonic” along the Atlantic ridge could trigger off other natural phenomenon that could be disastrous to the region and beyond. Citing the mid-Atlantic ridge that runs from the ocean into Nigeria and Cameroun, Ananaba stressed that there was evidence indicating that Nigeria is lying in a region of crustal instability where earthquakes could occur.

As for measures drawn up to mitigate the impact of the possible collapse of the Nyos dam on the front line states, the federal government is said to be planning a buffer dam at Kashimbila in the Takum Local Government Area of Taraba State.

Water resources ministry officials say the proposed dam would accommodate floodwaters cascading down the steep mountain gradients from impacting negatively down the Benue valley. In addition, the government is also rehabilitating its hydrological station in the area to ensure accurate and regular water level monitoring.

This is an early warning system that was abandoned since its installation in 1991. Lamentably, amongst the front-line states, only the Benue government has taken steps to prepare for the impending disaster, according to the Executive Secretary, Benue State Emergency Management Agency, Mr Adikpo Agbatse.

He explained that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study had already been conducted to determine the extent of the problem and measures needed to mitigate it.

Agbatse says the agency has also commenced enlightening the public about the impending disaster and had identified possible sites for the relocation of populations in the event of the floods.

Adamawa State, with a large swath of its land lying directly on the path of River Benue, has so far demonstrated only a lukewarm attitude to the impending disaster. Yola, the state capital, and such other towns, including Demsa and Numan are low-lying and could be hard-hit by the over-flooding Benue River.

In the meantime, the state government does not have a position paper on its preparedness against the impending disaster. While acknowledging the seriousness of the matter, the state’s Commissioner for Special Duties, Alhaji Adamu Mustapha, said efforts were nonetheless being made to enlighten the people.

He lamented that the greatest challenge to government in tackling the impending catastrophe was the refusal of the population to abandon their homes for new settlements. He cited government’s failed attempts to relocate the people Loko, a flood-prone community in the Song local government area, as a classic case.

“People’s attachment to land is a major handicap in addressing natural disaster of this nature. We offered the people land and money to leave the area, yet they refused,” he said.

The situation is the same in Taraba State where Lau and Ibi, two colonial trading out-posts on the Benue River, are already being threatened.

Several other towns and settlements in the state are already prone to floods. Yet, the state government also has no position paper articulating measures to either resettle or relocate populations along the banks of the river.

Science has already given us the best clue as to the impending disaster but even the federal authorities seem busy with paper work forgetting that like pregnancy, the Lake Nyos had sounded its warning since 1986.

As the Camerounian authorities appear relaxed over the next round of the disaster, it is the responsibility of the federal government to act promptly by putting measures in place to mitigate the effects of the impending disaster.

Painstaking planning should be the watchword in anticipating the disaster and its impact so that it could be mitigated in the interest of the populations at risk. For, it is trite to rush relief materials to a people who ordinarily had been served adequate notice of the disaster by mother nature.
____________________________________________________________________________

The Analyst (Monrovia):  United Nations Environment Programme Undertakes Training Course 
30.10.2006

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will be undertaking a week long intensive training course on environmental impact assessment (EIA).

According to a release, the training will take place at the Corinna Hotel from 30th October to 3rd November 2006. To date, there have been a number of laws passed that establish the need for the Government to implement a system of environmental impact assessment.

These, the statement said include the Environmental Protection and Management Law, the Forest Reform Law and the Mining Law.

However, despite these laws being explicit in the requirement for environmental assessment of development projects there is little guidance to how environmental impact assessment (EIA) is applied in the various economic sectors.

For this reason, it is necessary to work with different Government agencies in an attempt to develop a coherent administrative process.

The week long course will work closely with the EPA, FDA and MLME to better understand how the provisions in the various laws affect them.

"EIA is defined as a process for predicting and managing environmental effects of a proposed activity.

It informs government and decision makers about environmental considerations that they should take into account before authorizing a development activity to ensure sustainable management of natural resources and environmental protection," UNEP said.

All relevant sectors of the society, including government agencies should be involved in the EIA process. If properly conducted, EIA benefits all those involve in the planning process.

As a planning and decision making tool, EIA ensures sustainable projects; it integrates social and environmental issues into the economic development process for sustainability.

As Liberia moves from the humanitarian/emergency phase to national socio-economic development, UNEP said it is important to integrate social and environmental concerns into economic development activities to protect people's health and the environment.

At the same time, it is clarified that EIA is not a stumbling block to development as people often think.

The aim and objectives of EIA are to modify and improve project design, ensure efficient use of natural resources, identify key impacts and measures for mitigating them, help avoid serious and irreversible damage to the environment, inform decision-making and condition -setting, among others.

Sea Erosion Threatens Cestos City

Reports emanating from Cestos City, the administrative headquarters of Rivercess County, is said to be under serious threat from sea erosion caused by the Atlantic Ocean.

Although investigations are continuing into the threat posed, some Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) workers and citizens who claim to have returned from the county over the weekend told The Analyst that the entire city and its environs is sitting on a "Time Bomb," as the erosion was destroying several properties including residential buildings and government properties, rendering citizens and residents displaced.

The returnees, majority of whom were women, further told The Analyst that if nothing is done urgently by the government and its international partners to stop the erosion, the city and its environs may soon be wiped away..

Terrance McGill, Esther Moses and Oldman Deyou Gargar, a 58 year old farmer and other citizens of the county noted that the Atlantic has since served as source of revenue generation but with the destruction now caused, massive displacement would render them penniless.

According to the returnees and NGO workers, the county's only high school, "Cestos High School," along with the administrative building, is getting closer to the sea erosion and may be completely damaged, thus creating setbacks to the national reconstruction drive.

Although, the NGO Workers and the returnees felt short to disclose how much residential building and destroyed as the result of the sea erosion, but maintained that the ongoing sea erosion has the propensity to capture the entire county and underpinning the county growth and development as well as scaring away potential investors and country of good will and individuals to contribute their quotas to the rebuilding of the country after years of brutal civil conflict.

The NGO Workers and the returnees on behalf of the people of Rivercess County are then appealing to the government and its partners to come to their aid to stop the sea erosion that was on a destroying spree.

Besides Cestos City, the Port City of Buchanan is reportedly said to be sitting on time bomb as well from sea erosion caused by the great Atlantic Ocean.

Atlantic Street is reported to have been swept away in the process, leaving residents and foreign nationals to live in constant fear.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Gulf Daily News:  Bahrain hosts 'green' forum 

31.10.2006

BAHRAIN will host the Regional Civil Society Forum on Environment today and tomorrow.

It is organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and the Regional Office of West Asia in co-ordination with the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation.

Unep regional director Dr Habib El Habr will launch the meeting at 8.30am today at the Regency InterContinental Bahrain.

The forum is one of six regional conferences organised by Unep to prepare for the Eighth Global Civil Society Forum (8th GCSF) which will be held in February next year along with the 24th session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environmental Forum (GC24/GMEF), from February 5 to 9 in Nairobi, Kenya.

In line with the topics that will be discussed at the GC24/GMEF, the forum will include discussions on water, chemicals management, gender bias, globalisation, war and environment.

More than 35 representatives of the West Asian, and North African civil societies will attend the Regional Civil Society Forum.

It will be a unique opportunity for civil societies at the regional level to provide their views on global environmental governance and on outlining Unep's work programme for the biennium 2008-2009 which will be decided during the next GC25/GMEF, said a Unep spokeswoman.

The Regional Civil Society Forum is also a platform to prepare for the eighth GCSF on a balanced basis, she added. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Nation (Nairobi): Kenyans have what it takes 
31.10.2006
Kenya's new Ambassador to the United Nations, Mr Zachary Muburi-Muita, has had some interesting things to say as he gets down to work at his new station in New York.  

The most significant is his assertion that Kenya is much more respected and influential at the UN than most people in the country realise.  

Perhaps he should now set out to look for the explanation to this self-doubt among Kenyans concerning their country's role in this international organisation.  

Kenya should certainly be playing a greater role in the business of the UN, hosting as it does, two key agencies, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), and Habitat. Also, this country has continued to play a sterling role in UN peace-keeping missions, winning accolades from the international community.  

But as the ambassador says, Kenya is not using that leverage for its benefit, such as pushing for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council.  

If, indeed, the work Kenya has done in the UN so far has earned it high regard within the organisation enabling it to easily operate as an "honest broker" in the search for peace in several troublespots, then the goal of a permanent seat must be pursued even more vigorously.  

The new ambassador has his job cut out for him. He has taken up his position at a time, when what he refers to as "jealousy in some quarters" has prompted calls for moving the Nairobi-based agencies.  

One of his immediate challenges, therefore, will be to convince his peers that Kenya is not politically unstable as is often depicted in certain quarters. The other is to help restore Kenyans' confidence in their own country's role and participation in UN programmes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

ADN Mundo: UNESCO premió a jóvenes que estudian la biosfera

31.10.2006
La Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura (UNESCO) anunció hoy que otorgó quince becas a jóvenes científicos que estudian la biosfera, entre los que se encuentra, Lucía Souilla, de Argentina.
Las becas, dotadas de 5.000 dólares, están destinadas a alentar a los jóvenes a que realicen investigaciones sobre los ecosistemas, los recursos naturales y la biodiversidad. 

Los recayeron además en jóvenes de China, Corea del Sur, Marruecos, Polonia, Rusia, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tanzania y Tailandia. 

Por otra parte, el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) galardonó con el Premio Sasakawa a Rodrigo Vivas Rosas, líder de un instituto para la agricultura sostenible en Colombia. El otro ganador fue un joven de Mauritania. 

Los reconocimientos se otorgan por las iniciativas de combate la desertificación y la degradación de la tierra, un problema global que amenaza la vida y el sustento de dos millones de personas que viven en zonas áridas del planeta.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
BBC: Climate costs: The next generation 

By Richard Black
30.10.2006

In climate change, you always have to go back to the numbers. 
The scientific consensus, as far as you can pin it down, urges something in the order of a 60% cut in global greenhouse gas emissions - it would like them today, but 2050 makes a more feasible target. 

Bring in considerations of equity, and for richer nations like Britain that means cuts in the order of 90%. 

Sir Nicholas Stern, in his new report, broadly endorses these figures, and the overall message is clear: richer countries must cut, and cut now. 

Money must be spent not only on low-carbon technologies but on protection, especially for the most vulnerable communities, he says. 

And his case to the business and economics communities, which as a former World Bank economist he is well placed to make, is that action now will cost a mere 1% of global GDP by 2050, whereas business as usual could cost up to 20%. 

The overall message of the report is not fundamentally new. In its 2001 report the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) calculated costs in the same ballpark. 

The acid test of Stern is whether his economist's language can bring about the fundamental shift in political and economic direction which other financial analyses - as well as arguments posited on human rights, poverty alleviation, environmental services, health and simple concern for the natural world - have failed to do. 

For that, he needs to be heard and understood at all levels of the British government and, more importantly, in every other major government. 

Taxing questions 
Never let it be said that the current UK administration is inefficient. Its ability to generate several days' headlines from a single report is the stuff of spinmeister legend. 

Thanks to the leaks, drips and deluges of Stern-related minutiae over the last few days, one can already gauge how he is perturbing the political landscape within the UK. 

Environment Secretary David Miliband, Conservative leader David Cameron and Liberal Democrat chief Sir Menzies Campbell have all spoken in recent days of green taxation, and of hard choices now to avoid the harder choices that lie ahead. 

Currently, none of these figures make tax policy. 

Green taxes have a lot of support within environmental circles, but from the policymaker's perspective there is a major flaw; if they are succesful, revenue goes down. 

We have seen this in microcosm in London with the congestion charge, which affected drivers' decisions more than the analysts predicted, meaning that less money was raised to spend on public transport as the Mayor intended. 

Expand that situation to a national treasury which has to allocate taxation money to schools, hospitals and pensions, and the problem becomes clear. 

Taxing income and sales, on the other hand, should produce rising revenue so long as the economy is expanding. 

This is perhaps the reason why no country in the world bases its taxation system on resource use and polluter payments; many tinker at the fringes, but green taxes are not the major player which environmental groups would like them to be. 

Is Gordon Brown going to break the mould? He has shown no signs of it yet. 

Business costs 
For the moment, Tony Blair remains the final arbiter of British policy. 

And while he warns of "catastrophic" consequences of climate change in one breath, in the next he can say, as he did at the Davos economic forum last year and again last week, that no climate action will be taken which damages business. 

There are two big problems here. One is that Mr Blair is mistaking "business" for "the economy"; the other is that he is neglecting the trans-generational nature of climate impacts and solutions. 

Business is not the only driver of a healthy economy. It is affected by war, disease, storms, global events: even (if you live in north Africa) by plagues of locusts. 

Stern's fundamental message is that business as usual is doing a certain amount of harm to the economy - not too much now, but much more later unless things change. 

If a mild pinprick for business now will save it from wholesale cauterisation later, we surely need a level of politics rather more subtle than a simple ban on moves which are "bad for business". 

Green paint 
Journalists and wonks treated by the Whitehall PR machine to early drips of Stern have made much of the report's likely impact on the world stage. 

That's not surprising, as those journalists and wonks are British, and we just love to see ourselves painting the world green as we once covered it in pink. 

On the international stage, getting Stern accepted and acted upon faces four major problems: 

· continued resistance within the US to the scientific consensus 

· the reluctance of major developing nations to accept any constraints on their economic growth 

· the absence of global economic drivers which will make it more profitable, say, to invest in clean coal technology over conventional plant 

· in democracies, parties advocating any degree of economic pain typically fare poorly 

If those arguments look familiar, that is because they should be; they were major obstacles to climate action even before the Kyoto Protocol was born almost a decade ago. 

They are as real today as they ever were; and until we see politicians the world over prepared to campaign on a platform of pain today in exchange for a smaller reduction in jam tomorrow, the jury must be out on whether the Stern report will bring any change to the international climate field. 

At-a-glance: The Stern Review 

The world has to act now on climate change or face devastating economic consequences, according to a report compiled by Sir Nicholas Stern for the UK government. 
Here are the key points of the review written by the former chief economist of the World Bank. 
TEMPERATURE 
  Carbon emissions have already pushed up global temperatures by half a degree Celsius 

  If no action is taken on emissions, there is more than a 75% chance of global temperatures rising between two and three degrees Celsius over the next 50 years 

  There is a 50% chance that average global temperatures could rise by five degrees Celsius 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
  Melting glaciers will increase flood risk 

  Crop yields will decline, particularly in Africa 

  Rising sea levels could leave 200 million people permanently displaced 

  Up to 40% of species could face extinction 

  There will be more examples of extreme weather patterns 

ECONOMIC IMPACT 
  Extreme weather could reduce global gross domestic product (GDP) by up to 1% 

  A two to three degrees Celsius rise in temperatures could reduce global economic output by 3% 

  If temperatures rise by five degrees Celsius, up to 10% of global output could be lost. The poorest countries would lose more than 10% of their output 

  In the worst case scenario global consumption per head would fall 20% 

  To stabilise at manageable levels, emissions would need to stabilise in the next 20 years and fall between 1% and 3% after that. This would cost 1% of GDP 

OPTIONS FOR CHANGE 
  Reduce consumer demand for heavily polluting goods and services 

  Make global energy supply more efficient 

  Act on non-energy emissions - preventing further deforestation would go a long way towards alleviating this source of carbon emissions 

  Promote cleaner energy and transport technology, with non-fossil fuels accounting for 60% of energy output by 2050 

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
  Create a global market for carbon pricing 

  Extend the European Emissions Trading Scheme (EETS) globally, bringing in countries such as the US, India and China 

  Set new target for EETS to reduce carbon emissions by 30% by 2020 and 60% by 2050 

  Pass a bill to enshrine carbon reduction targets and create a new independent body to monitor progress 

  Create a new commission to spearhead British company investment in green technology, with the aim of creating 100,000 new jobs 

  Former US vice-president Al Gore will advise the government on the issue 

  Work with the World Bank and other financial institutions to create a $20bn fund to help poor countries adjust to climate change challenges 

  Work with Brazil, Papua New Guinea and Costa Rica to promote sustainable forestry and prevent deforestation 

___________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde: Le coût du réchauffement climatique pourrait atteindre 5.500 milliards d'euros
30.10.06 
Le réchauffement climatique pourrait coûter à l'économie mondiale jusqu'à 5,5 trillions d'euros (5 500 milliards d'euros) si les gouvernements ne prennent pas des mesures radicales au cours des dix prochaines années, avertit une étude d'un ancien responsable de la Banque mondiale. Ce coût serait alors supérieur à celui des deux guerres mondiales et à celui de la Grande Dépression de 1929, tout en rendant de grandes parties de la planète inhabitables.

L'étude, dont l'hebdomadaire britannique The Observer publie des extraits et qui doit être présentée, lundi 30 octobre, par Sir Nicholas Stern, ancien chef économiste de la Banque mondiale, prévient également que le nombre de réfugiés, victimes de la sécheresse ou d'inondations, pourrait s'élever à quelque 200 millions de personnes.

Selon l'Observer paru dimanche, cette étude de 700 pages est la première contribution de poids d'un économiste à un phénomène qui avait été jusque-là l'apanage des scientifiques. Le rapport de M. Stern, qui avait été commandé voilà un an par le ministère de l'économie britannique pour mieux cerner les répercussions du réchauffement climatique sur l'économie du globe, prévoit que celui-ci pourrait provoquer une récession mondiale.

"LE DÉBAT EN LA MATIÈRE EST À UN TOURNANT"

"Cela va nous donner des arguments", a déclaré une source gouvernementale britannique anonyme citée par l'hebdomadaire. "Je crois que le débat en la matière est à un tournant, de même que nous l'étions en 2004-2005 dans le domaine de la science", a estimé cette source.

Même si une fin immédiate était mise à la pollution, ajoute l'Observer, les gaz à effet de serre déjà dans l'atmosphère continueraient à provoquer un réchauffement du climat pendant encore une trentaine d'années, le niveau des mers s'élevant encore pendant un siècle. L'ancien économiste de la Banque mondiale a calculé, souligne l'hebdomadaire, que l'humanité devrait dépenser 1 % du PIB annuel de la planète, soit près de 350 milliards de dollars (275 milliards d'euros) sous peine de voir le coût du réchauffement climatique être de 5 à 20 fois plus élevé.

"LA NÉCESSITÉ D'ACTION EST URGENTE"

Le problème est tellement urgent qu'un nouvel accord sur la réduction des émissions de gaz à effet de serre, remplaçant le protocole de Kyoto, devrait être conclu dès l'année prochaine plutôt qu'en 2010-2011 comme prévu, estime l'auteur de l'étude.

Le contenu de l'étude de Sir Nicholas Stern a été présenté aux ministres de l'environnement à Mexico au début du mois, où il a clairement expliqué à tous que "ne rien faire n'était pas une option"  et que la "nécessité d'action [était] urgente", a indiqué une source gouvernementale britannique, citée par ailleurs par The Independent.

Selon le journal, le ministère des finances britannique espère que cette étude servira à provoquer un revirement de l'opinion aux Etats-Unis et à combattre l'assertion du gouvernement américain, selon lequel la réduction des émissions de gaz à effet de serre est dommageable pour la croissance économique.

_________________________________________________________________________

El Pais: Alerta por el cambio climático "En 10 años ya no podremos invertir el calentamiento"

ENTREVISTA: AL GORE Ex vicepresidente de EE UU
31.10.2006

Al Gore fue vicepresidente de Estados Unidos durante el Gobierno de Bill Clinton y reconoció su derrota por un escaso margen cuando pugnó con George W. Bush por la presidencia en 2000. Desde entonces, ha vuelto a centrarse en cuestiones medioambientales, y su documental An inconvenient truth (Una verdad molesta) ha desatado una gran polémica. Acaba de fichar como asesor del primer ministro británico, Tony Blair, en temas ambientales.

Pregunta. En su documental, usted esboza un aterrador panorama del planeta. Pero al final, afirma que lo único que se necesita es un cambio en nuestro estilo de vida. ¿No es demasiado optimista?

Respuesta. No cabe duda de que no es tan sencillo. Las recomendaciones que aparecen al final de la película sobre lo que puede hacer cada individuo para mejorar la vida en la Tierra son importantes, pero no resuelven la crisis por sí solas. La gente debe organizarse y presionar para que se produzcan cambios en la política oficial. Cada persona que adopte un estilo de vida ecológico está animando al Gobierno a tomar decisiones en nombre de la preservación del medio ambiente. Esto ocurre en California y otros estados de EE UU que van en la dirección opuesta a Washington, que rechazó el Protocolo de Kioto.

P. Muchos científicos creen que es tarde para evitar el desastre. James Lovelock, creador de la hipótesis de Gaia, asegura que los cambios climáticos aniquilarán al 80% de la población a finales de siglo.

R. Lovelock, por quien siento un gran respeto, es muy pesimista, y se equivoca al dar por sentado que los seres humanos son incapaces de modificar su conducta. Por lo general, los políticos son demasiado lentos, y pueden actuar con rapidez si reciben presiones del electorado.

P. Diez años no son pocos para unos cambios que pueden afectar al clima a una escala global.

R. No es necesario hacerlo todo en 10 años. Sería imposible. Ésa no es la cuestión. Según muchos científicos, si no se hace nada, en 10 años ya no podremos invertir el proceso de calentamiento. Los estudios muestran que es necesario iniciar de inmediato una fuerte reducción de la emisión de gases contaminantes. El primer objetivo sería estabilizar la cantidad de contaminantes de la atmósfera, y luego, cinco años después, empezar a reducir la cantidad de CO2 del planeta.

P. ¿Ya ha empezado a cambiar su propio estilo de vida?

R. Hace dos años decidí llevar una vida sin emisión de dióxido carbono. Todo lo que hacemos mi familia y yo va destinado a emitir la menor cantidad posible de dióxido de carbono. Utilizamos energía verde, evitamos el agua caliente y apagamos nuestros electrodomésticos cuando no se están utilizando. Por supuesto, todavía cojo aviones comerciales, pero mis emisiones personales de dióxido de carbono en los viajes se ven compensadas por la promoción que hago del tema.

P. Actualmente, ¿cuál es la mayor amenaza para el planeta?

R. Yo no veo una única amenaza, sino una combinación de factores. El exceso de población es uno de ellos. La buena noticia es que el tamaño de las familias en países en los que hay educación está disminuyendo de un modo que era inimaginable.

P. ¿Algún día el agua valdrá más que el petróleo?

R. Dentro de unos años, el agua será un problema grave en muchos países. Esto se debe tanto al aumento de la población como a las estrategias ignorantes de algunos países. En mi opinión, ya vale más que el petróleo. Una botella de agua mineral es más cara que su equivalente en gasolina.

P. ¿Cree que la energía nuclear es una buena alternativa a los combustibles fósiles?

R. No. Es una opción complicada por los elevados costes, y por el riesgo que conlleva su posible uso bélico.

P. ¿Cree que la experiencia brasileña en el uso de alcohol combustible, como el etanol, puede reproducirse a escala global?

R. El alcohol es el sustituto más importante que tenemos. Creo que es una solución a la amenaza del calentamiento.

P. La ecología puede ser un gran negocio.

R. Excelente. Toyota ha multiplicado sus beneficios con su coche ecológico. General Electric decidió hace poco convertirse en una empresa dedicada a la conservación del medio ambiente, y está ganando mucho dinero con ello. Ocurre lo mismo con DuPont, el gigante del sector químico. Las grandes empresas no ponen en marcha negocios para perder dinero.

P. ¿Cómo evaluaría la política medioambiental del presidente de Estados Unidos?

R. Yo he perdido la objetividad con Bush. Todas sus políticas me dan miedo. Sus acciones son extremadamente peligrosas para el mundo entero. Censuró la mayoría de las obras científicas que tratan sobre el medio ambiente. Catorce senadores acaban de abrir una investigación sobre el tema. Espero que el Congreso logre castigar al presidente por esto.

P. ¿Todavía está resentido por haber perdido las elecciones ante Bush a pesar de haber obtenido más votos?

R. No miro al pasado, sino al futuro.

P. ¿Será otra vez candidato a la Casa Blanca?

R. No es mi intención.

P. ¿Cree que un programa basado en la defensa del medio ambiente ayuda o perjudica en la política estadounidense?

R. Ayuda, sin duda. Los políticos están empezando a darse cuenta. Mire el caso de (Arnold) Schwarzenegger en California. Está ganando popularidad gracias a sus acciones en favor del medio ambiente. Por supuesto, el terrorismo también es un elemento importante. Los políticos deben tratar ambas cosas de manera inteligente. La guerra en Irak convirtió al terrorismo en una amenaza todavía mayor de lo que ya era. Pero el calentamiento global es la peor crisis a la que hayamos hecho frente.

P. En el Festival de Cannes, donde se proyectó su documental, suscitó más atención que Tom Cruise o Penélope Cruz. ¿Qué es más emocionante, ser político o una estrella de cine?

R. Soy lo bastante mayor como para no hacerme ilusiones con la alfombra roja. De hecho, me gustaría hacer otra película. El problema es que necesitaría otros 30 años de experiencia en un tema para tener el valor de presentarla. 
__________________________________________________________________________
The Independent (UK): A Global Catastrophe Of Our Own Making 
By Steve Connor
31.10.2006

Average global temperatures have increased by less than 1C since the Industrial Revolution, but they are projected to increase by up to 5C over the coming century if carbon dioxide levels continue to rise without restraint. With each 1C rise in average global temperatures, the Stern Review portrays progressively more serious scenarios. 

The five degrees of disaster 

1C: Smaller mountain glaciers disappear in Andes, threatening water supply of 50 million people. More than 300,000 people extra die from increase in climate-related diseases in tropical regions. Permafrost melting damages roads and buildings in Canada and Russia. One in ten species threatened with extinction, 80 per cent of coral suffers regular bleaching. 

2C: Water scarcity increases in southern Africa and the Mediterranean. Significant decline in food production in Africa, where malaria affects up to 60 million more people. Up to 10 million extra people affected by coastal flooding each year. Arctic species, such the polar bear, face extinction along with 15-40 per cent of world’s remaining wildlife. Gulf Stream begins to weaken and Greenland ice sheet begins to melt irreversibly. 

3C: Serious droughts in southern Europe occur once every ten years. Between 1 and 4 billion people suffer water shortages and a similar number suffer from floods. Many millions of people at risk of malnutrition, as agricultural yields at higher latitudes reach peak output. More than 100 million people are affected by the risk of coastal flooding. Mass extinction of animals and plants accelerates. 

4C: Sub-Saharan Africa and the southern Mediterranean suffer between 30 and 50 per cent decrease in availability of water. Agricultural yields decline by 15-35 per cent in Africa. Crops fail in entire regions. Up to 80 million extra people are exposed to malaria. Loss of around half of the Arctic tundra. Many nature reserves collapse. Giant West Antarctic Ice Sheet begins to melt irreversibly, threatening catastrophic increases in global sea levels. 

5C: Possible disappearance of the large glaciers of the Himalayas, affecting the water supply of 25 per cent of population of China and hundreds of millions more in India. Ocean acidity increases with threat of total collapse in the global fisheries industry. Sea levels rise inexorably, inundating vast regions of Asia and about half of the world’s major cities, including London, New York and Tokyo. 

Arctic sea ice: current computer models suggest that floating summer sea ice of the northern hemisphere could disappear completely by the year 2070. Some experts believe that this summer polar ice could disappear even earlier this century with accelerating warming trends - making the polar bear extinct. 

The Asian monsoon: In India the monsoon provides between 75 and 90 per cent of annual rainfall. Global warming is projected to increase the severity and possibly the unpredictability of the monsoon, increasing the risk of severe flooding or even monsoon failure at the time of year when it is needed most. 

West Antarctic ice sheet: as global average temperatures rise then so does the risk of crossing a threshold beyond which the world’s biggest ice sheets being to melt irreversibly. This would commit sea levels to a rise by between 5 metres and 12 metres over the coming centuries. Currently 270 million people live in coastal areas threatened by a 5 metre rise in sea levels. 

Sub-Saharan Africa: this region will bear the brunt of climate change. Scientists predict a 30 per cent decline in annual water availability. Droughts will increase crop failures and malnutrition. Many tens of millions of extra people will be exposed to lethal tropical disease such as malaria. 

Australia: many regions of the world will become too hot for cereal crops if average global temperatures rise to 4C. Vast tracts of Australia’s richest agricultural land will become no-go areas for arable farming. 

Amazon rainforest: continued deforestation of the tropical rainforests increases the amount of carbon dioxide circulating in the atmosphere. As temperatures continue to rise, scientists fear that local droughts and soil erosion could cause the complete collapse of the remaining rainforests. 

Siberian permafrost: as temperatures rise, the permanently frozen tundra of the northern hemisphere begins to melt, releasing its vast store of methane - a greenhouse gas which is 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide. Buildings and roads built on the permafrost collapse - but this is one area of the world that could otherwise benefit from warmer temperatures and a longer growing season. 

Gulf Stream: The thermohaline circulation is like a conveyor belt in the North Atlantic Ocean bringing huge amounts of heat from the tropics to north-western Europe. As sea temperatures rise, there is a risk that the cold, salty “engine” of the circulation slows down or even stops, blocking the flow of the warm Gulf Stream that keep British winters mild. 

Malnutrition: Around 800 million people (12 per cent of the global population) are currently at risk of hunger and malnutrition. Temperature rises of between 2C and 3C could increase this number by between 30 million and 200 million. A further 1C rise would add an extra 500 million to the number of people at risk of malnutrition. 

Ocean acidification: Extra carbon dioxide in the atmosphere dissolves in seawater causing an increase in ocean acidification. The predicted increase in acidification over the next century have not been experienced for hundreds of thousands of years. One outcome could be the death of many marine ecosystems, such as coral reefs. More than 1 billion people worldwide currently rely on fish as their primary source of animal protein. 

Flooding: A rise in average temperatures of 3C or 4C is projected to cause an increase in sea levels of between 20cm and 80cm. This means that between 20 million and 300 million extra people will be flooded out of their homes each year. South East Asia is particularly vulnerable because of poor coastal defences. 

Mass extinction: Species living in vulnerable regions, such as alpine ecosystems and tropical mountain habitats, are likely to disappear with even quite modest increases in global temperatures. A increase of 3C could threaten between 20 and 50 per cent of animals and plants with extinction - the sixth mass extinction in the history of life on Earth and the only one to be caused by another species, man. 

Extreme weather: A warmer world is expected to increase the frequency and severity of heat waves, storms and hurricanes. Winds speeds of tropical storms for instance increase by between 15 and 20 per cent for a 3C increase in tropical sea temperatures. More violent winds and storms will significantly increase the damage to buildings and other valuable infrastructure.

__________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: The Energy Challenge – Budgets Falling in Race to Fight Global Warming

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

30.10.2006
DENVER — Cheers fit for a revival meeting swept a hotel ballroom as 1,800

entrepreneurs and experts watched a PowerPoint presentation of the most

promising technologies for limiting global warming: solar power, wind,

ethanol and other farmed fuels, energy-efficient buildings and fuel-sipping

cars.

“Houston,” Charles F. Kutscher, chairman of the Solar 2006 conference,

concluded in a twist on the line from Apollo 13, “we have a solution.”

Hold the applause. For all the enthusiasm about alternatives to coal and

oil, the challenge of limiting emissions of carbon dioxide, which traps

heat, will be immense in a world likely to add 2.5 billion people by

midcentury, a host of other experts say. Moreover, most of those people

will live in countries like China and India, which are just beginning to

enjoy an electrified, air-conditioned mobile society.

The challenge is all the more daunting because research into energy

technologies by both government and industry has not been rising, but

rather falling.

In the United States, annual federal spending for all energy research and

development — not just the research aimed at climate-friendly technologies

— is less than half what it was a quarter-century ago. It has sunk to $3

billion a year in the current budget from an inflation-adjusted peak of

$7.7 billion in 1979, according to several different studies.

Britain, for one, has sounded a loud alarm about the need for prompt action

on the climate issue, including more research. [A report commissioned by

the British government and scheduled to be released today calls for

spending to be doubled worldwide on research into low-carbon technologies;

without it, the report says, coastal flooding and a shortage of drinking

water could turn 200 million people into refugees.]

President Bush has sought an increase to $4.2 billion for 2007, but that

would still be a small fraction of what most climate and energy experts say

would be needed.

Federal spending on medical research, by contrast, has nearly quadrupled,

to $28 billion annually, since 1979. Military research has increased 260

percent, and at more than $75 billion a year is 20 times the amount spent

on energy research.

Internationally, government energy research trends are little different

from those in the United States. Japan is the only economic power that

increased research spending in recent decades, with growth focused on

efficiency and solar technology, according to the International Energy

Agency.

In the private sector, studies show that energy companies have a long

tradition of eschewing long-term technology quests because of the lack of

short-term payoffs.

Still, more than four dozen scientists, economists, engineers and

entrepreneurs interviewed by The New York Times said that unless the search

for abundant non-polluting energy sources and systems became far more

aggressive, the world would probably face dangerous warming and

international strife as nations with growing energy demands compete for

increasingly inadequate resources.

Most of these experts also say existing energy alternatives and

improvements in energy efficiency are simply not enough.

 “We cannot come close to stabilizing temperatures” unless humans, by the

end of the century, stop adding more CO2 to the atmosphere than it can

absorb, said W. David Montgomery of Charles River Associates, a consulting

group, “and that will be an economic impossibility without a major R.& D.

investment.”

A sustained push is needed not just to refine, test and deploy known

low-carbon technologies, but also to find “energy technologies that don’t

have a name yet,” said James A. Edmonds, a chief scientist at the Joint

Global Change Research Institute of the University of Maryland and the

Energy Department.

At the same time, many energy experts and economists agree on another

daunting point: To make any resulting “alternative” energy options the new

norm will require attaching a significant cost to the carbon emissions from

coal, oil and gas.

“A price incentive stirs people to look at a thousand different things,’ ”

said Henry D. Jacoby, a climate and energy expert at the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology.

For now, a carbon cap or tax is opposed by President Bush, most American

lawmakers and many industries. And there are scant signs of consensus on a

long-term successor to the Kyoto Protocol, the first treaty obligating

participating industrial countries to cut warming emissions. (The United

States has not ratified the pact.)

The next round of talks on Kyoto and an underlying voluntary treaty will

take place next month in Nairobi, Kenya.

Environmental campaigners, focused on promptly establishing binding limits

on emissions of heat-trapping gases, have tended to play down the need for

big investments seeking energy breakthroughs. At the end of “An

Inconvenient Truth,” former Vice President Al Gore’s documentary film on

climate change, he concluded: “We already know everything we need to know

to effectively address this problem.”

While applauding Mr. Gore’s enthusiasm, many energy experts said this

stance was counterproductive because there was no way, given global growth

in energy demand, that existing technology could avert a doubling or more

of atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide in this century.

Mr. Gore has since adjusted his stance, saying existing technology is

sufficient to start on the path to a stable climate.

Other researchers say the chances of success are so low, unless something

breaks the societal impasse, that any technology quest should also include

work on increasing the resilience to climate extremes — through actions

like developing more drought-tolerant crops — as well as last-ditch climate

fixes, like testing ways to block some incoming sunlight to counter

warming.

Without big reductions in emissions, the midrange projections of most

scenarios envision a rise of 4 degrees or so in this century, four times

the warming in the last 100 years. That could, among other effects, produce

a disruptive mix of intensified flooding and withering droughts in the

world’s prime agricultural regions.

Sir Nicholas Stern, the chief of Britain’s economic service and author of

the new government report on climate options, has summarized the cumulative

nature of the threat succinctly: “The sting is in the tail.”

The Carbon Dioxide Problem

Many factors intersect to make the prompt addressing of global warming very

difficult, experts say.

A central hurdle is that carbon dioxide accumulates in the atmosphere like

unpaid credit card debt as long as emissions exceed the rate at which the

gas is naturally removed from the atmosphere by the oceans and plants. But

the technologies producing the emissions evolve slowly.

A typical new coal-fired power plant, one of the largest sources of

emissions, is expected to operate for many decades. About one large

coal-burning plant is being commissioned a week, mostly in China.

 “We’ve got a $12 trillion capital investment in the world energy economy

and a turnover time of 30 to 40 years,” said John P. Holdren, a physicist

and climate expert at Harvard University and president of the American

Association for the Advancement of Science. “If you want it to look

different in 30 or 40 years, you’d better start now.”

Many experts say this means the only way to affordably speed the transition

to low-emissions energy is with advances in technologies at all stages of

maturity.

Examples include:

¶ Substantially improving the efficiency and cost of solar panels;

¶ Conducting full-scale tests of systems for capturing carbon dioxide from

power plants and pumping it underground;

¶ Seeking efficient ways to generate fuels from crops;

¶ Finding new ways to store vast amounts of energy harvested intermittently

from the wind and sun.

Carbon dioxide levels will stabilize only if each generation persists in

developing and deploying alternatives to unfettered fossil-fuel emissions,

said Robert H. Socolow, a physicist and co-director of a Princeton “carbon

mitigation initiative” created with $20 million from BP and Ford Motor.

The most immediate gains could come simply by increasing energy efficiency.

If efficiency gains in transportation, buildings, power transmission and

other areas were doubled from the longstanding rate of 1 percent per year

to 2 percent, Dr. Holdren wrote in the M.I.T. journal Innovations earlier

this year, that could hold the amount of new nonpolluting energy required

by 2100 to the amount derived from fossil fuels in 2000 —a huge challenge,

but not impossible.

Another area requiring immediate intensified work, Dr. Holdren and other

experts say, is large-scale demonstration of systems for capturing carbon

dioxide from coal burning before too many old-style plants are built.

All of the components for capturing carbon dioxide and disposing of it

underground are already in use, particularly in oil fields, where

pressurized carbon dioxide is used to drive the last dregs of oil from the

ground.

In this area, said David Keith, an energy expert at the University of

Calgary, “We just need to build the damn things on a billion-dollar scale.”

In the United States, the biggest effort along these lines is the

285-megawatt Futuregen power plant planned by the Energy Department, along

with private and international partners, that was announced in 2003 by

President Bush and is scheduled to be built in either Illinois or Texas by

2012. James L. Connaughton, the chairman of the White House Council on

Environmental Quality, said the Bush administration was making this a high

priority.

“We share the view that a significantly more aggressive agenda on carbon

capture and storage and zero-pollution coal is necessary,” he said, adding

that the administration has raised annual spending on storage options “from

essentially zero to over $70 million.”

Europe is pursuing a suite of such plants, including one in China, but also

well behind the necessary pace, several experts said.

Even within the Energy Department, some experts are voicing frustration

over the pace of such programs. “What I don’t like about Futuregen,” said

Dr. Kutscher, an engineer at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in

Golden, Colo., “is the word ‘future’ in there.”

Beyond a Holding Action

No matter what happens in the next decade or so, many experts say, the

second and probably hardest phase of stabilizing the level of carbon

dioxide will fall to the generation of engineers and entrepreneurs now in

diapers, and the one after that. And those innovators will not have much to

build on without greatly increased investment now in basic research.

There is plenty of ferment. Current research ranges from work on algae

strains that can turn sunlight into hydrogen fuel to the inkjet-style

printing of photovoltaic cells — a technique that could greatly cut

solar-energy costs if it worked on a large scale. One company is promoting

high-flying kite-like windmills to harvest the boundless energy in the jet

stream.

But all of the small-scale experimentation will never move into the energy

marketplace without a much bigger push not only for research and

development, but for the lesser-known steps known as demonstration and

deployment.

In this arena, there is a vital role for government spending, many experts

agree, particularly on “enabling technologies” — innovations that would

never be pursued by private industry because they mainly amount to a public

good, not a potential source of profit, said Christopher Green, an

economist at McGill University.

Examples include refining ways to securely handle radioactive waste from

nuclear reactors; testing repositories for carbon dioxide captured at power

plants; and, perhaps more important, improving the electricity grid so that

it can manage large flows from intermittent sources like windmills and

solar panels.

“Without storage possibilities on a large scale,” Mr. Green said, “solar

and wind will be relegated to niche status.”

While private investors and entrepreneurs are jumping into alternative

energy projects, they cannot be counted on to solve such problems,

economists say, because even the most aggressive venture capitalists want a

big payback within five years.

Many scientists say the only real long-term prospect for significantly

substituting for fossil fuels is a breakthrough in harvesting solar power.

This has been understood since the days of Thomas Edison. In a conversation

with Henry Ford and the tire tycoon Harvey Firestone in 1931, shortly

before Edison died, he said: “I’d put my money on the sun and solar energy.

What a source of power! I hope we don’t have to wait until oil and coal run

out before we tackle that.”

California, following models set in Japan and Germany, is trying to help

solar energy with various incentives.

But such initiatives mainly pull existing technologies into the market,

experts say, and do little to propel private research toward the next big

advances. Even Vinod Khosla, a leading environment-oriented venture

capitalist who invests heavily in ethanol and other alternative energy

projects, said in an interview that he was not ready to back solar power

because it did not appear able to show a profit without subsidies.

The Role of Leadership

At the federal level, the Bush administration was criticized by Republican

and Democratic lawmakers at several recent hearings on climate change.

Mr. Connaughton, the lead White House official on the environment, said

most critics are not aware of how much has been done.

“This administration has developed the most sophisticated and carefully

considered strategic plan for advancing the technologies that are a

necessary part of the climate solution,” he said. He added that the

administration must weigh tradeoffs with other pressing demands like health care.

Since 2001, when Mr. Bush abandoned a campaign pledge to limit carbon

dioxide from power plants, he has said that too little is known about

specific dangers of global warming to justify hard targets or mandatory

curbs for the gas.

He has also asserted that any solution will lie less in regulation than in innovation.

“My answer to the energy question also is an answer to how you deal with

the greenhouse-gas issue, and that is new technologies will change how we

live,” he said in May.

But critics, including some Republican lawmakers, now say that mounting

evidence for risks — including findings that administration officials have

tried to suppress of late — justifies prompt, more aggressive action to pay

for or spur research and speed the movement of climate-friendly energy

options into the marketplace.

Martin I. Hoffert, an emeritus professor of physics at New York University,

said that what was needed was for a leader to articulate the energy

challenge as President John F. Kennedy made his case for the mission to the

moon. President Kennedy said they were imperative, “not because they are

easy, but because they are hard.”

In a report on competitiveness and research released last year, the

National Academies, the country’s top science advisory body, urged the

government to substantially expand spending on long-term basic research,

particularly on energy.

The report, titled “Rising Above the Gathering Storm,” recommended that the

Energy Department create a research-financing body similar to the

48-year-old Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, or Darpa, to make

grants and attack a variety of energy questions, including climate change.

Darpa, created after the Soviet Union launched Sputnik in 1957, was set up

outside the sway of Congress to provide advances in areas like weapons,

surveillance and defensive systems. But it also produced technologies like

the Internet and the global positioning system for navigation.

Mr. Connaughton said it would be premature to conclude that a new agency

was needed for energy innovation.

But many experts, from oil-industry officials to ecologists, agree that the

status quo for energy research will not suffice.

The benefits of an intensified energy quest would go far beyond cutting the

risks of dangerous climate change, said Roger H. Bezdek, an economist at

Management Information Systems, a consulting group.

The world economy, he said, is facing two simultaneous energy challenges

beyond global warming: the end of relatively cheap and easy oil, and the

explosive demand for fuel in developing countries.

Advanced research should be diversified like an investment portfolio, he

said. “The big payoff comes from a small number of very large winners,” he

said. “Unfortunately, we cannot pick the winners in advance.”

Ultimately, a big increase in government spending on basic energy research

will happen only if scientists can persuade the public and politicians that

it is an essential hedge against potential calamity.

That may be the biggest hurdle of all, given the unfamiliar nature of the

slowly building problem — the antithesis of epochal events like Pearl

Harbor, Sputnik and 9/11 that triggered sweeping enterprises.

“We’re good at rushing in with white hats,” said Bobi Garrett, associate

director of planning and technology management at the National Renewable

Energy Laboratory. “This is not a problem where you can do that.”

__________________________________________________________________________
Washington Post:  U.N.: Global Warming Gases on Rise Again
30.10.2006

BONN, Germany -- The industrialized world's emissions of greenhouse gases are growing again, despite efforts under the Kyoto Protocol to cap them and stave off global warming, the United Nations reported Monday.

Emissions of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases declined in the 1990s after the collapse of the Soviet bloc and the shutdown of polluting factories and power plants in eastern Europe. But now those economies are rebounding, contributing to a 2.4 percent rise in emissions by 41 industrialized nations between 2000 and 2004.

"This means that industrialized countries will need to intensify their efforts to implement strong policies which reduce greenhouse gas emissions," said Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. climate treaty secretariat, referring to taxes on carbon-based fuels, energy-efficiency regulations and other steps.

Scientists attribute a 1 degree Fahrenheit rise in global temperatures in the last century in part to the accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, a trend they say will lead to climate disruptions.

Under the 1997 Kyoto accord, 35 industrialized nations have committed to reducing emissions by an average 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. The United States, the biggest emitter, rejects the agreement.

Between 1990 and 2004, emissions of all industrialized countries decreased by 3.3 percent, mostly because of a 36.8 percent decrease in the former Soviet bloc, the U.N. reported. Since 2000, however, those "economies in transition" have increased emissions by 4.1 percent.

Of the 41 industrialized nations, 34 increased emissions between 2000 and 2004, the U.N. reported. In the United States, source of two-fifths of the industrialized world's greenhouse gases, emissions grew by 1.3 percent in that period, and by almost 16 percent between 1990 and 2004.

Among countries bound by Kyoto, Germany's emissions dropped 17 percent between 1990 and 2004, Britain's by 14 percent and France's by almost 1 percent, the U.N. reported.

But Kyoto signatories such as Japan, Italy and Spain have registered emissions increases since 1990. De Boer said such countries will have to make extensive use of Kyoto's market-based programs, such as the Clean Development Mechanism. That program allows northern nations to buy credits from emission-reduction projects in the developing world, which is not bound by Kyoto quotas.

The 41 nations defined as industrialized by the 1992 U.N. climate treaty do not include fast-developing Third World countries like China and India.

On a positive note, the U.N. said the industrialized world is growing more energy-efficient. Between 2000 and 2004, it said, it took 7 percent less greenhouse gas to produce a dollar of gross domestic product.

___________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: Americans Favor Environment, but Don't Vote on It.[image: image2.wmf]
By Deborah Zabarenko

30.10.2006
WASHINGTON -- Americans care about the environment, but they don't usually vote that way in elections for president or Congress. 

Compared to voters in Europe, where the Green Party is a political force and global climate change is part of the public dialogue, U.S. voters in national elections tend to cast their ballots based on candidates' stances on the Iraq war, the economy and health care -- not on environmental policy. 

Only about 3 percent of U.S. voters in recent exit polls said the environment was the most important issue to them in casting their ballots, according to Karlyn Bowman, who tracks public opinion polling for the American Enterprise Institute. 

That makes it a significant single issue, but far behind the hot-button issue of abortion, which between 9 percent and 13 percent of U.S. voters said was most important to them. 

This may be because Americans reckon the question about what the country wants in terms of the environment has long ago been settled, Bowman said. 

"When we (in the United States) agreed in the late 1960s and early 1970s that we wanted a clean and healthful environment and we wanted to spend a lot of money to get one, once that consensus was reached at the national level, most Americans pulled away from the debate," she said. 

Bowman said the environment has lost its potency as a national issue, but still mobilizes Americans in state and local races. 

That mobilization is clear as the United States counts down to the Nov. 7 election for Congress and other offices. 

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, a Republican who has broken with the Republican Bush administration on environmental issues, has pushed for special state vehicle pollution standards, a bond issue meant to assure safe water and beaches, and for a sharp reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. 

Nearly 400 Green Party candidates are on U.S. ballots in 2006, and, so far, Greens have won 24 out of the 62 elections where they had candidates around the country, according to the greens.org Web site. However, those winners are all in local offices, ranging from the Sebastopol, California, city council, to the board of supervisors in Douglas County, Wisconsin. 

PUBLIC SUPPORT 

Most Americans do consider the environment important, according to Michael Bell, an environmental sociologist at the University of Wisconsin. Bell noted polling since 1983 shows a consistent high level of public support for environmental issues. 

But he said few politicians make this a highlight of their campaigns, so voters leaving the polling booth are unlikely to list the environment as the reason they cast a ballot for a particular candidate, Bell said. 

He also acknowledged that the environmental message is often one of "gloom and doom" -- a strategic mistake, in Bell's view. 

"If to be an environmentalist is to put on a hair shirt every day, to force yourself at every second of the day to ask, 'Am I making the environmentally right decision?'... it's going to be rather overwhelming to people," Bell said. 

The issue resonates with voters but not with business leaders, Bell said, adding, "That maybe is an important factor in understanding why it doesn't seem to resonate with politicians, whose interests often reflect those of business."
___________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian (UK): Miliband Urges Higher Cost Of Motoring
Tania Branigan
30.10.2006 

The government should curb environmentally damaging behaviour by raising the cost of motoring, especially in high-emission cars, and increasing the price of flights, David Miliband has urged.

The environment secretary set out detailed proposals for green taxes in a letter to the chancellor, Gordon Brown, this month. The leaked memo warned that more had to be done to tackle climate change. "Market-based instruments, including taxes, need to play a substantial role," he said.

Mr Miliband suggested levies on inefficient goods and cheap flights, a boost to landfill tax to three times its current level, petrol price controls, road pricing, and a rise in road tax for the most polluting vehicles.

Downing Street and Treasury sources both played down the memo, obtained by the Mail on Sunday, arguing that the point of the Stern review was to focus on global initiatives. A senior backbencher warned that Labour needed to take the issue more seriously. But another said: "My feeling is the Treasury are not unhappy with this [memo]. I think it's testing what the public make of [the ideas]."

Green taxes have actually fallen as a proportion of tax receipts, from 7.7% in 1997-98 to 6.2% this year. But the Tories and Liberal Democrats say that voters will be alienated unless increases are matched by cuts elsewhere.

An ICM poll for BBC1's Politics Show found that 33% of voters thought David Cameron was the top political figure who cared most for the environment, compared with 20% for Gordon Brown and 14% for Menzies Campbell.

Fuel duty

Mr Miliband says pump prices should not fall even when oil does. "A mechanism that allows fuel duty to offset significant drops in oil prices would maintain pressure on the cost of motoring."

High-emission vehicles

Reforms to taxes on company cars have proved people will switch to using more efficient vehicles, Mr Miliband says. The top rate for 4x4s is only £210 a year.

Road pricing

The government is to pilot a road charging scheme from 2010. But the environment secretary adds that such a move "should reflect the full environmental impact" of journeys to encourage a shift to public transport.

Air travel

Aviation fuel is untaxed and air travel is only lightly taxed. Mr Miliband suggests raising air-passenger duty by £5 and introducing VAT on certain flights.

Products

Retail prices do not reflect the environmental costs of many products and consumers often fail to choose energy-efficient goods. "We need to address this market failure through ... product charges, fiscal instruments and non-tax alternatives," says Mr Miliband. VAT could be cut on energy-efficient lightbulbs and taxes could be raised on energy-wasting washing machines.

__________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: Belize Barrier Reef Suffers, Global Warming Blamed
 By Mica Rosenberg

30.10.2006
CAYE CAULKER, Belize -- A rainbow-hued parrot fish nibbles on a veined purple sea fan in the tranquil waters of Belize's barrier reef, the largest in the western hemisphere. 

But the fish stays well away from a large patch of dying coral, a white skeleton amid the bright colors of spectacular ocean life along the coast. 

Much of the 200 miles of Belize's coral reef has been "bleached" in the last decade and some scientists warn it is likely to die, a victim of global warming. 

Reefs around the world are in peril with people damaging the delicate ecosystems and endangering some 1 million species of animals and plants that call the coral home. 

Scientists estimate over 27 percent of the world's coral has been permanently lost and at current rates of destruction, another 30 percent will disappear over the next three decades. 

Reefs across the Caribbean have been hit particularly hard, making them vulnerable to deadly diseases. 

Greenhouse gas emissions raise the sea surface temperature and increase the acidity of the ocean, hurting the reef, said Melanie McField from the World Wildlife Fund in Belize City, and the damage is almost impossible to control. 

"Other effects of development like pollution and over-fishing are caused by locals and can be mitigated. But with bleaching nothing is off limits," she said. 

Belize lost nearly half of its reef, a World Heritage Site, in 1998 when global warming and the "El Nino" weather phenomenon combined to cause the highest sea temperatures ever recorded worldwide. 

Experts say 16 percent of the world's coral was wiped out that year and the damage was made even worse off this Central American nation by Hurricane Mitch, which ravaged the reef with huge waves and covered it with silt and sand. 

In July, environmental organizations petitioned the World Heritage Committee to sanction big polluters for harming reefs in Belize and Australia and speeding the melting of glacier parks in Nepal, Peru and the Rockies. 

The United States fought the measure and the U.N. body put off labeling the sites as endangered, a title usually reserved for monuments threatened by wars. 

The U.S. Coral Reef Task Force gathered in St. Thomas last week, focusing on management challenges for reefs in the eastern Caribbean. 

STARVED TO DEATH 

Reefs, often called the rainforests of the ocean, are home to over a quarter of all marine life in the world, even though they cover less than one percent of the ocean floor. 

In Belize, a dip of a snorkel mask into the crystal clear water reveals black and yellow striped angel fish, spotted eagle rays, nurse sharks and sea turtles all bobbing along in the mild current. 

Found in tropical and subtropical oceans, the reefs depend on algae called zooxanthellae to give them nutrients and brilliant color. 

"Even a slight increase in water temperature disrupts the relationship between the coral animal and the algae," said Richard Aronson a marine scientist at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab in Alabama. 

"The coral actually pukes out 90 or 95 percent of the algae and those that are left are ill," said Aronson, who studies the bleaching of coral reefs worldwide. With no algae to sustain them, the coral basically starves to death, he said. 

The coral can recover by taking up new algae from the surrounding water but if temperatures stay high and the coral stays "stressed", it can become vulnerable to disease and die. 

"It's like a boxing match," say McField. "You can get hit by one big pow that knocks you out or you can be punched over and over again until you go down." 

SMALL ISLANDS SUFFER 

Tiny islands, like the cayes of Belize, suffer the brunt of global climate change, said Kenrick Leslie the director of a regional climate monitoring center in Belize's capital, Belmopan. 

"The United States contributes more than 25 percent of the greenhouses gases in the world while Caribbean islands produced altogether less than 0.1 percent. But we are suffering the major impacts," said Leslie. 

Many islands like the idyllic Caye Caulker, a sliver of sand just four and a half miles long and 40 minutes by boat taxi from Belize City through a floating mangrove forest, are completely dependent on tourism for survival. 

On Caye Caulker, motorized golf carts circle its three sandy streets lined with clapboard guest houses and lobster restaurants. 

Tor Bjuland, a brawny blonde medical student, traveled for almost two days from his home in Norway to snorkel here and see a school of electric blue hamlets swim by or a spotted moray eel peak its head out of a crevasse. 

"In Norway, it used to snow all year round, which is good for skiing. Now the snow melts early and we have to find somewhere else to go on vacation," he said, pointing out global warming's perils for both arctic and tropical climates. 

Close to a third of Belize's 230,000 tourists last year visited the Hol Chan Marine reserve, a coral reef park near the cayes. Income from fishing and travelers is a lifeline for poor residents. 

"If the coral disappears, we'll have to see what else we can do," said Carlos Ayala a 40-year-old guide with his own boat and tour company who has taught groups about the reef wildlife for 15 years. "It's hard to imagine." 

__________________________________________________________________________

Jeune Afrique: Abidjan réexpédie les déchets toxiques vers le Havre, en France 
 27 octobre 2006 

Les autorités ivoiriennes ont démarré, jeudi soir, une opération de réexpédition, vers Le Havre, en France, d'une première quantité d'environ 2.000 tonnes des déchets toxiques déversés en août dernier à Abidjan par un navire battant pavillon panaméen. 

Le déversement de ces déchets avait provoqué une pollution à grande échelle dans la métropole ivoirienne où il avait été dénombré une dizaine de morts, 69 hospitalisations et près de 104

000 consultations dans les centres de santé, suite à des intoxications. 

Le gouvernement ivoirien, qui s'était engagé à prendre en charge les victimes des effets toxiques de ces déchets, a signé une convention avec la société française "Trédi" qui a commencé le 17 septembre les opérations de dépollution des sites où ils avaient été déposés. 

Il a, en outre, mis en place des commissions nationale et internationale, chargées d'enquêter sur ce dossier en vue de situer les responsabilités dans le trafic de ces déchets toxiques. 

Selon le responsable de la communication de la société Tredi, Henri Petigand, ce premier embarquement concerne 142 conteneurs, dont 48 citernes qui seront chargés sur le "MN Toucan", un gros navire d'une compagnie maritime nantaise long de 115,5 m sur 20,38 m. 

Le capitaine de bâtiment, Franck Auvray, a déclaré que cette opération est la première du genre de son bateau, généralement utilisé pour le transport de pièces de satellites et autres éléments fragiles. 

Pour sa part, la présidente de la cellule opérationnelle et coordinatrice du plan national de lutte contre les déchets toxiques, Mme Safiatou Ba N'daw s'est félicitée du démarrage de cette opération qui, a-t-elle dit, constitue la dernière phase du processus de dépollution. 

"Nous sommes au début de la dernière phase. Nous devons continuer la dépollution des sols et des canalisations", a-t-elle ajouté. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

El Mundo: Geólogos chinos creen que el Himalaya podría albergar una gran mina de hierro

31.10.2006

PEKÍN.- Geólogos chinos consideran que una cuarta parte de la cordillera del Himalaya podría estar formada por hierro, lo que contribuiría a paliar la escasez de este mineral que vive el país, publicó la agencia Chinanews en su página web.

Los investigadores confían en que el cinturón de roca metamórfica que cubre gran parte de los montes más altos del mundo contenga el mineral, señaló Bian Qiantao, del Instituto de Geología y Geofísica de la Academia China de Ciencias.

El científico, que forma parte del Equipo de Expedición Internacional del Himalaya, ha descubierto minerales de hierro de cuarzo magnético, que contiene un 80% de magnetita y un 50% de hierro.

La comunidad de científicos se ha mostrado optimista con este primer hallazgo, que pone de manifiesto que gran parte del cinturón de roca podría albergar una gigantesca mina ferrosa, que se habría creado hace cerca de 1.000 millones de años.

China es el mayor importador de hierro del mundo, que abastece a su extensa industria del acero, y cuyas remesas han crecido a un ritmo anual del 30% del año 2000 a 2005.

La gran demanda ha elevado los precios internacionales del mineral, con subidas del 71,5% en 2005 y 19% en 2006, por lo que China se ha embarcado en diversas exploraciones para descubrir nuevos yacimientos en el país que eviten una dependencia excesiva de las importaciones.
____________________________________________________________________________
Christian Science Monitor: Going batty over bats 

By Nancy Thompson 

31.10.2006
As I walked up to part of the Africa exhibit at the Oregon Zoo, in Portland, a pair of big brown eyes gazed curiously into mine. They were looking at me upside down; the sleek-furred creature with a foxlike face was hanging by its back feet. It was one of the world's most abundant mammals: bats. 

The exhibit contained numerous tree branches, and green mesh spanned its ceiling. Three species of fruit bats hung from the branches and the mesh: a straw-colored bat, an Egyptian bat, and an endangered Rodrigues bat.

"They look just like animals," a woman said as she watched the bats, too. Many of them walked upside down on all fours - on the green mesh. When asked what she thought the bats were, she admitted, "I know they're animals. They just seem so strange."

Bats are the world's only mammals that are capable of true flight. A membrane of skin covers their long front arm and four finger bones, which form the structure of the wing. The membrane is attached to the sides of their bodies and then connects to their back legs. The remaining digit on their front legs is a thumb. Most often when the bats landed after flying, they grabbed a branch or the mesh with their thumbs, and then quickly swung to their back feet.

"There'd better not be vampire bats in here," a girl said as she entered the exhibit with her friends. She didn't need to worry. Only African bats were on display; vampire bats don't live in Africa.

There aren't any vampire bats in North America, either, which is home to more than 40 species of bats.

African bats eat either fruit or insects, but North American bats feed almost exclusively on insects. There are two exceptions: the Jamaican fruit bat, which lives in the Florida Keys, and nectar-feeding bats, which live in the Southwest.

Vampire bats - which make small bites in the feet or ears of animals such as chickens, cows, and pigs, and then lick up the drops of blood - live only in the warm climates of Central and South America.

Many of the straw-colored and Egyptian bats at the zoo hung together in groups. In the wild, many straw-colored bats live in big colonies of up to a million bats.

Some North American bat species also live in extremely large groups, such as Mexican free-tailed bats.

Travelers to Texas can see more than a million Mexican free-tailed bats roosting under the Congress Avenue bridge in Austin. And about 20 million of them live in Bracken Cave, near San Antonio.

It's surprising how noisy bats can be. Some of the bats at the zoo squawked and showed their teeth to push other bats away. Other bats seemed friendly with one another, and groomed other bats or themselves using their red tongues to lick their fur clean. Like cats, bats are clean animals.

To learn more about bats, I talked with Barbara French at Bat Conservation International (BCI), which helps educate people about bats.

Even though there are more than 1,100 species of bats in the world - one out of every four mammal species is a bat - many of them are endangered.

Deforestation (the clearing of trees from forest land) has hurt bat populations.

Bats also have been affected by people who don't realize that they are gentle creatures with a necessary role in our environment.

"Bats help to control insect pests,"Ms. French said. In fact, a little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus) - the most common bat species in North America - can eat as many as 600 mosquitoes in an hour. They use echolocation - high-pitched sounds like sonar - to find the bugs.

Some studies show that the Mexican free-tailed bats that live in Texas's Bracken Cave may eat as much as 200 tons of insects per night. Their bug-eating saves money, according to some environmentalists. It would cost many millions of dollars in pesticides to kill the number of insects that the bats eat. And bats are better for the environment.

"Bats also help to disperse seeds and pollinate plants," Frenchsaid.

In many parts of the world, plants from which we get fibers and food are pollinated by bats.

Bat droppings (called guano) make excellent fertilizer for crops. A sign at the zoo told visitors that bats are so important to the ecosystem that without them, the rain forests of the world might become extinct.

Many people think of bats only at this time of year. It's not certain how they became associated with Halloween, but it may be because they are only active at night. During the day, they go into a "daily torpor" during which their body processes slow down to conserve energy.

Frenchmentioned that bats sometimes roost in crypts in cemeteries, which might be another reason they became linked with the scary holiday.

What can kids do to help save the world's bats? "Educate other kids!" she said. Bats can only keep doing their important work if they are left alone by people who have learned to appreciate these unique creatures.

Facts about bats 

• Scientists divide bats (order: Chiroptera) into micro-bats (microchiroptera) and megabats (mega- chiroptera). Most microbats have big ears and hunt insects. Most megabats have big eyes and eat fruit.

• Bats are not "flying mice." They are not rodents.

• Some species of bats live up to 30 years.

• The biggest bat is the flying fox, which has a wingspan of up to six feet.

• The smallest bat is the size of a bumblebee and weighs about as much as a penny.

• In Chinese folklore, bats symbolize good fortune.

• Many bats hibernate in fall. Others migrate to warmer climates.

• Bats see and hear quite well; the saying "blind as a bat" isn't true.

• Many species of bats do not live in caves. Instead, they roost in trees, mines, and various types of buildings.

To learn more about bats, visit Bat Conservation International's website, www.batcon.org. 

____________________________________________________________________________
Augsburger Allgemeine Zeitung: Welcher Vampir frisst schon 4000 Mücken? 

Von Lisa Welzhofer 

24. Oktober 2006

 „Eurobats“, die kleinste Behörde der Vereinten Nationen (UN), will das Ansehen von Fledermäusen verbessern

Die Frage, ob die Vereinten Nationen (UN)denn nichts Besseres zu tun hätten, als sich um Fledermäuse zu kümmern, hat Andreas Streit schon oft gehört. Er nimmt sie gelassen, ist sich seiner Sache sicher: „Fledermäuse sind die einzigen natürlichen Feinde von nachtaktiven Insekten”, lautet eine Antwort, die der Chef des UN-Sekretariats zum Schutz der europäischen Fledermäuse (UNEP/EUROBATS) darauf gibt. Eine andere: „Mit rund 1100 Arten weltweit machen Fledermäusefast ein Viertel aller Säugetierarten aus.” 

Als kleinste UN-Behörde der Welt haben Streit und seine drei Mitarbeiter gelernt, ihren Platz innerhalb der Weltorganisation zu behaupten – mit Erfolg: In diesem Jahr feiert das in Bonn gelegene Eurobats-Sekretariat ein Jubiläum, den 15. Jahrestag der Unterzeichnung des Abkommens zur Erhaltung der europäischen Fledermauspopulationen. Dass sich den fliegenden Säugern ein eigenes Abkommen widmet, liegt an deren Angewohnheit, auch mal nationale Grenzen zu überschreiten, wenn sie von ihrem Sommer- ins Winterquartier wechseln. 

1979 beschlossen die UN-Staaten die so genannte „Bonner Konvention”, ein globales Übereinkommen zur Erhaltung der wandernden, wild lebenden Tierarten. Unter diesem Dach wurden seither acht Abkommen geschlossen, die etwa den Schutz von Robben, Walen, Antilopen und Albatrossen festschreiben. 

„Das europäische Fledermausabkommen ist besonders erfolgreich”, sagt Exekutivsekretär Streit. Das liege auch daran, dass seine Behörde nicht gegen große Lobbys zu kämpfen habe wie etwa die Wal- oder Robben-Kollegen. 

Das erste Ziel des Abkommens, dem mittlerweile 31 europäische Staaten angehören, scheint deshalb einfach durchsetzbar: „In den Vertragsstaaten ist es gesetzlich verboten, Fledermäuse absichtlich zu fangen, in Gefangenschaft zu halten oder zu töten.” Die nächtlichen Jäger, von denen es in Europa 45 verschiedene Arten gibt, sind vor allem dadurch bedroht, dass Lebensraum zerstört wird, Wälder abgeholzt oder Dachstühle durch giftige Holzschutzmittel unbewohnbar werden. 

Eurobats versucht in Zusammenarbeit mit Nichtregierungsorganisationen (NGOs) wie dem Naturschutzbund Deutschland diesen Lebensraum zu erhalten oder neuen zu schaffen. Ein Beispiel ist der Ausbau des Flughafens Frankfurt-Hahn: „In den Wäldern, die dafür abgeholzt werden, liegt die einzige bekannte Wochenstube einer seltenen Fledermausart. Die Weibchen bringen dort ihre Jungen zur Welt. Nach längeren Verhandlungen unserer Partner-NGOs mit dem Land Rheinland-Pfalz steht die Einigung bevor, als Aus-gleichsmaßnahme einen Naturwald auszuweisen”, sagt Streit.

Eine weiteres wichtiges Ziel des Abkommens ist die Erforschung der Tiere. So genannte Bat-Workers überwachen vor Ort den Zustand und die Entwicklung der Fledermauspopulationen, vermessen, zählen oder beringen die einzelnen Säuger und beobachten ihr Wanderverhalten von den Sommerquartieren zu den Überwinterungsplätzen.

Besonders am Herzen liegt dem Sekretariatschef die Öffentlichkeitsarbeit. Er will Fledermäuse von ihrem Negativ-Image befreien, von Vorurteilen und Mythen, die meist aus Vampir-Filmen stammen. Streit will die positiven Seiten der Tiere ins Bewusstsein rufen. Etwa diese: „Eine einzige Fledermaus frisst pro Nacht bis zu 4000 Mücken, davon profitieren auch wir.” 

Zur Imagepflege findet jedes Jahr die „Europäische Nacht der Fledermäuse” statt. Außerdem hat das Sekretariat eine DVD mit mehreren Filmen über die Tiere und die eigene Arbeit produziert, die an Schulen verteilt werden soll. Vielleicht werden dadurch die Fragen nach dem Sinn seiner Behörde demnächst seltener werden. Aber auch falls nicht: Andreas Streit macht nicht den Eindruck als würde er jemals aufhören, sie zu beantworten. 

@ Im Internet: www.eurobats.org

____________________________________________________________________________
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ROA Media Update 31 October2006

UNEP in the news

Nigeria: UN Environment Experts to Explore Ogoni Land

Vanguard (Lagos): Officials of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) would arrive Ogoniland today for a five-day exploration of the environmental situation of the area. The visit of UNEP is in response to earlier invitation extended to the organization by President Olusegun Obasanjo as part of measures to address the degradation of the environment of Ogoniland. UNEP is a United Nations' agency responsible for monitoring and handling of matters relating to the protection of the environment worldwide. Facilitator of Ogoni Peace Process, Rev. Father Matthew Hassan Kukah, who disclosed news of the coming of the UN officials, urged the people of Ogoniland to co-operate with them, especially as they have always clamoured for such a development. "The purpose of this visit is purely technical. It is in response to the appeals made over the years by the Ogoni people for the arrest of the destruction and deterioration of their environment and habitat. "The visit is to enable UNEP assess and get a first hand idea of the level of destruction of the Ogoni environment. The agency will then draw up a plan of action. This exercise will offer many Ogonis the required expertise and ordinary people job opportunities across the world," Father Kukah said. He said the UNEP delegation would visit all four local government areas in Ogoniland to ensure transparency, adding that the officials would not only inspect oil spill sites, but also interact with local people and answer all questions that individuals and communities might raise.  According to him, the Shell Petroleum Development Company will bear the cost of the exercise in accordance with internationally recognized Polluter Pays Principle (PPP). Father Kukah said the principle would enable people whose ancestral lands were destroyed by oil spills to receive compensation for their damaged lands in line with international best practices. "Let me restate that, for the avoidance of doubt, my decision to appeal to the president to facilitate this visit is based on the fact that this is what the Ogonis have been asking for all these years and also when they appeared at Oputa Panel. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610300636.html
Liberia: United Nations Environment Programme Undertakes Training Course

The Analyst (Monrovia): The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will be undertaking a week long intensive training course on environmental impact assessment (EIA). According to a release, the training will take place at the Corinna Hotel from 30th October to 3rd November 2006. To date, there have been a number of laws passed that establish the need for the Government to implement a system of environmental impact assessment. These, the statement said include the Environmental Protection and Management Law, the Forest Reform Law and the Mining Law. However, despite these laws being explicit in the requirement for environmental assessment of development projects there is little guidance to how environmental impact assessment (EIA) is applied in the various economic sectors. For this reason, it is necessary to work with different Government agencies in an attempt to develop a coherent administrative process. The week long course will work closely with the EPA, FDA and MLME to better understand how the provisions in the various laws affect them. "EIA is defined as a process for predicting and managing environmental effects of a proposed activity. It informs government and decision makers about environmental considerations that they should take into account before authorizing a development activity to ensure sustainable management of natural resources and environmental protection," UNEP said. All relevant sectors of the society, including government agencies should be involved in the EIA process. If properly conducted, EIA benefits all those involve in the planning process. As a planning and decision making tool, EIA ensures sustainable projects; it integrates social and environmental issues into the economic development process for sustainability. As Liberia moves from the humanitarian/emergency phase to national socio-economic development, UNEP said it is important to integrate social and environmental concerns into economic development activities to protect people's health and the environment. At the same time, it is clarified that EIA is not a stumbling block to development as people often think. The aim and objectives of EIA are to modify and improve project design, ensure efficient use of natural resources, identify key impacts and measures for mitigating them, help avoid serious and irreversible damage to the environment, inform decision-making and condition -setting, among others.http://allafrica.com/stories/200610300795.html
General Environment News

Senegal plans bio-fuel production programme

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegal will launch by 2007 a special bio- fuel and bio-energy production programme, Farba Senghor, minister of agriculture, rural hydraulics and food security, announced in Dakar, Friday. Farba Senghor, who was speaking in a meeting with a delegation of Brazilian experts specialized in the sector, explained that the programme included a first stage centered on the development of crops like sunflower, jatropha, castor oil plant, and sugar cane necessary for bio-fuel production. This will be followed by a second stage marked by the setting up of production units to transform these products into fuel and electric power. "The issues are enormous for our country, as bio-fuel will help us diversify our energy sources and reduce the increasing oil bill, while protecting the environment from pollution," said Minister Farba Senghor. He indicated that for experiment purposes, an agricultural perimeter of 50,000 hectares would be developed to grow castor-oil plant, sunflower or jatropha in the regions of Kolda (southern Senegal) and Tambacounda (east). "Senegal has considerable advantages to develop the bio-fuel sector, because the country presents good climatic and geological conditions necessary for the increase in plants used as raw materials for ethanol or dieter production," said Jose Neiva Santos, head of the Brazilian delegation- http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng006422&dte=27/10/2006
Uganda: DDT Could Contaminate Crops, Says BAT

The East African (Nairobi): British American Tobacco Uganda has denied accusations that are opposing the use of DDT in a malaria eradication campaign in the country. "We only call for caution while spraying, and want assurances that farmers' produce will not be contaminated by DDT," said Jimmy Kiberu, BAT Equatorial Africa's corporate and regulatory manager. "In fact, we would like to partner with the government to ensure this." BAT has been accused of opposing a plan to spray Ugandan homes with a weak DDT solution in an effort to kill the disease-carrying anopheles mosquitoes. Anti-malaria activists have even questioned the company's corporate morality over this. BAT fears that crops stored in family huts could be contaminated if homes are sprayed. "If agricultural exports are rejected by the EU, the US and Australia, it would be disastrous for the economy and jobs," a spokeswoman for BAT said. But anti-malarial activists say that many African countries, including Zambia and South Africa, have used DDT against malaria for years without affecting agricultural exports. Richard Tren, director of Africa Fighting Malaria, called the BAT stance hypocritical, saying it was "unbelievable that a company like BAT - which sells products known to cause cancer - would oppose the use of DDT.”Evidence has proved that its use can save millions of lives," said Mr. Tren. Mr. Kiberu said the reservations were expressed by a group of agro-producers, including the tobacco company. In a report signed by 11 agro-producers from the flower industry, coffee and other beverages, and tobacco operating in Uganda, the consortium reviewed the "Environmental Impact Study (EIS) of the Re-Introduction and Use of DDT for Malaria Vector Control in Uganda" and raised concerns over some issues. The consortium stated that it was unconvinced that the study had fully addressed issues like DDT entering the food chain. The report did not fully address DDT use as a long-term proposition, nor did it consider alternatives, environmental consequences, and the economic impact of reintroducing the chemical, said the group. The argument raised in various fora by agricultural dealers and environmentalist against the use of DDT in the malaria eradication campaign is Uganda's capability to administer the chemical without a spillover into the environment or contaminating the food chain, even with the proposed indoor residual spray method. Malaria kills between 70,000 and 110,000 people a year in Uganda and an environmental impact assessment commissioned by the Ministry of Health June-July 2005 recommended the reintroduction of DDT for indoor residual spraying to combat the escalating malaria problem in the country. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610301196.html
Tanzania: Govt Withdraws Leaded Fuel Standard

The East African (Nairobi): Following the ban on the use of leaded gasoline by the Tanzania government, the Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) has moved to impose a total ban on the product by withdrawing its standard specification. Daimon Mwakyembe, the managing director of TBS, said last week that the executive council of the bureau has withdrawn standard number TZS 579:2002 leaded gasoline (petrol) for motor vehicles. Consequently, importation of the product into the country will not be allowed as it will have no standard, said Mr. Mwakyembe. Instead, gasoline to be traded in the country will be required to comply with TZS 672:2006 unleaded gasoline (petrol) for motor vehicle specification, which is more environment friendly. Mr. Mwakyembe noted that another standard, TZS 667:2001 motor vehicle brake fluids specification, is a compulsory standard that according to section 17 (5) of the Standards Act, requires all manufactures and importers of products falling under compulsory standards to comply with it. Recently, some businesspeople have been importing and selling substandard products under false declarations, but Mr. Mwakyembe said TBS will intensify impromptu surveillance inspections of hydraulic brake and clutch fluids imports to enforce implementation. Since the late 1990s, many countries across the world have been phasing out leaded petrol, citing health and environmental concerns. Health experts say there is increasing evidence of a correlation between increased lead levels in the blood and decreased intelligence and other health problems, particularly in children. Motor vehicles are rated as the worst pollutants. Across the world, car exhausts account for about 90 per cent of airborne lead in urban areas. Lead plays an important part in a number of products. While it cannot be easily substituted in some of them, for example, car batteries, other chemicals can perform its function in leaded petrol, experts argue. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610301127.html
Africa: Climate Change Study Shows Urgent Measures Needed

Friends of the Earth (London): A tough package of measures to reduce climate change-causing emissions, including legally-binding annual targets, must follow today’s publication of the Stern Report in the UK, Friends of the Earth International urged today. The ‘Stern Review on the economics of climate change’, which looks at the economic costs of climate change, shows that governments can afford to act – and must do so urgently – to avoid disastrous economic costs. The report says that measures to tackle climate change will have economic benefits and that an investment of just one per cent in the global economy will avoid costs of 10 per cent. Friends of the Earth International Climate Campaigner Catherine Pearce said: “The Stern Review highlights the need for urgent action at an international level. As we approach the climate talks in Nairobi, it is essential that ministers pay heed to the warning and negotiate for tough cuts in carbon dioxide emissions after 2012. There is no excuse for delay. We know that immediate efforts are required to cut emissions in the developed world. The green technology to take us to a low carbon future is available - what it requires is the investment.” Friends of the Earth International vice-chair Tony Juniper said: “This report turns the conventional attitude to the economics of climate change on its head. For too many years industry lobbyists have claimed that action on climate change was not affordable, but this proves this is not the case. The Stern report will provide valuable ammunition at the international climate talks in Nairobi next week – and should help persuade more reluctant countries to act. The Kyoto Protocol must be strengthened and new ways found of bringing other countries on board.” The report highlights the costs of inaction and warned of the global impacts, with the threat that millions of people will be displaced as a result of increased drought and rising sea levels. Access to water will become a major issue and millions of species could die out. But Sir Nicholas Stern said that the cost of tackling the problem was affordable and that polluters had to be made to pay. http://allafrica.com/environment/
South Africa: New System to Clear Environmental Assessment Backlog

Business Day (Johannesburg): Government had put in place a more streamlined system to get rid of the backlog of environmental impact assessments (EIAs), which was holding back development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk said on Friday. Many developers have complained that the lengthy delays and costs in completing EIAs have made their projects unviable. In some instances, EIAs have taken up to three years to complete. Van Schalkwyk told a KwaZulu-Natal Chamber of Business meeting that his department had also put deadlines in place for processing applications. "The facts bear us out on this issue. There is not a single backlog in the country on applications submitted since the new system has been in place." The minister said KwaZulu-Natal had the third-largest backlog in SA, with 874 applications pending for EIAs in March. The backlog had been reduced to 296 since then. Additional capacity for EIA processing in the province is expected to be in place by the end of next month, while a tender for assistance closes in two weeks. Van Schalkwyk expressed concern about the quality of EIAs and the dearth of expert assessors. "Last month, we gave the interim board of Environmental Assessment Practitioners until the end of November to formalize their structure and action plan, failing which we will be forced to legislate on this matter," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200610300659.html
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DR CONGO: ANNAN CALLS ON PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES TO AVOID VIOLENCE AS VOTES ARE COUNTED

With provisional results in yesterday’s presidential poll in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo (DRC) not expected for another 10 days,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the two candidates and their

supporters to avoid acts of violence at all cost after the largest and most

complex elections the United Nations has ever helped organize.

“The Secretary-General is pleased that voters were able to cast their

ballots in a generally free and calm environment, although he is concerned

at the violent incidents that took place in Equateur province and near

Bunia in Ituri district,” he said in a statement issued by his spokesman,

as UN peacekeepers and European Union (EU) forces reinforced security in

various regions of the vast strife-torn country.

Mr. Annan called yesterday’s signing by representatives of the two

candidates, President Joseph Kabila and Vice-President Jean-Pierre Bemba,

of a declaration of intent regarding their conduct after the elections “an

important step in ensuring that the electoral process is successfully

concluded in calm and secure conditions.”

“The Secretary-General calls on the presidential candidates and their

supporters to exercise patience and restraint, and to take all possible

steps to prevent any acts of violence while waiting for the results to be

announced by the Independent Electoral Commission,” the statement concluded.

UN peacekeepers and EU forces continued to patrol Kinshasa, the capital and

security is being strengthened in other parts of the country, including in

the region of Western Kasai where two EU observers were allegedly stoned by

President Kabila’s supporters, the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported.

It deplored the shooting deaths by Congolese soldiers of two electoral

workers in the town of Fataki, an incident which prompted an angry mob to

ransack 37 polling stations. The Mission said voting in that region will

resume tomorrow. Yesterday’s run-off poll was needed because no candidate

secured an overall majority in the first round in July.

Underscoring the logistical complexity of the three-month-long electoral

process, the first democratic poll in 45, years, Mr. Annan’s Deputy Special

Representative Ross Mountain noted that the UN was now assisting the

collection of the results from 50,000 polling stations in the vast, with

some stations a 10-day walk away from tabulation centres.

“If you look in the perspective of a country that is larger than Western

Europe… [that] just over three years ago had six foreign armies fighting on

it and it was partitioned, and that we had 50,000 places where people were

voting yesterday… while regrettable such incidents certainly don’t harm the

overall conduct of the operation,” he told UN Radio, referring to the violence.

Provincial assemblies were also elected yesterday, the closing chapter of

an operation aimed at cementing the DRC’s transition from a six-year civil

war, widely considered the most lethal fighting in the world since World

War II, costing 4 million lives through fighting and attendant hunger and

disease. Factional fighting has continued since then, particularly in the east.

Throughout the long process, in which a 500-seat National Assembly was also

elected, UN agencies helped to deliver tens of millions of ballots and

other supplies to the 50,000 polling stations, train 12,000 polling

supervisors and plan for the safety of the 25.7 million Congolese

registered to vote.

* * *

ANNAN CALLS FOR ‘FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE’ IN UN CULTURE TO RECRUIT AND RETAIN GOOD STAFF

Highlighting the staff of the United Nations as its “principal asset,”

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for more resources from Member

States to improve recruiting practices and streamline contracts so as to

attract good candidates and keep them with the organization.

Mr. Annan said his latest call for action to improve staffing conditions

builds on recommendations contained in his overall reform package,

Investing in the United Nations, released earlier this year. While the

world body was “on the right track, we still face important obstacles,” and

recruitment practices remain “reactive and slow,” he added.

“Change needs to begin with the way we recruit people to serve the

Organization, the conditions of service we offer them, and how we develop

their skills… We aim to speed up recruitment, with targeted steps to find

the people we need rather than waiting for them to find us.”

“We need to have one kind of contract rather than the complex arrangements

that prevail at present. Even this seemingly modest change will do much to

restore equity and to improve transparency, mobility and flexibility,” he

said, adding the proposals in the Investing in People package built not

only on experience but also on discussions with more than 5,000 staff

worldwide, who had showed “great support” for the ideas.

“It is time to make a deeper, more fundamental change in our very culture.

Such a change will not be possible without the buy-in of staff and managers

alike. That is why my colleagues and I have consulted extensively with

them, including with elected staff representatives from all duty stations

except New York at the Staff-Management Coordination Committee.”

Mr. Annan said he regretted that the New York staff union has remained

outside “this consensus,” and chose not to participate in the formal

processes, and held out the hope that it would reconsider this and

re-engage in dialogue with senior management.

He also reiterated the changes undergone by the UN since its founding,

namely the fact that from a “mostly static Secretariat” servicing

conferences, with most staff working at Headquarters now more than half the

world body’s 30,000 personnel serve in the field, although this reality is

“not sufficiently reflected” in staffing rules and regulations.

“The result is an unacceptably high level of managerial risk. Our missions

are handicapped by high vacancy rates – typically from 22 to 26 per cent –

and from destabilizing levels of staff turnover. Moreover, more than 50 per

cent of field staff have been with the Organization for two years or less.

And across the Organization, it is difficult to apply policies and

standards consistently.”

“This may be the last time I address you in the Fifth Committee. So let me

stress one final time that the staff are this Organization's greatest

asset. We must treat them as such. I appeal to you to give strong support

to these proposals. I am convinced they are necessary,” he concluded.

* * *

UN NUCLEAR WATCHDOG AGENCY CHIEF URGES CONTROLS OVER WHOLE FUEL CYCLE

Steeply rising global energy demand – with more countries turning to

nuclear power for supply – has heightened proliferation concerns which can

only be satisfied by new multilateral controls on the nuclear fuel cycle,

the head of the United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said today.

Speaking before the UN’s General Assembly, IAEA Director General Mohamed

ElBaradei also said the nuclear activities of the Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea (DPRK) underscored the urgent need to establish a legally

binding universal ban on nuclear testing through the early entry into force

of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

The situation also called for a negotiated solution through the resumption

of dialogue between all parties so as to ensure that all of the DPRK’s

nuclear activities are for peaceful purposes while addressing the country’s

security concerns, he said.

Mr. ElBaradei also voiced “serious concern” about the Agency’s current

inability to confirm the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme.

The IAEA is commemorating its fiftieth anniversary this year, a time, he

noted, of renewed interest in nuclear power because of growing energy

needs, availability and the cost of other energy sources, as well the quest

for energy independence, rising environmental and proliferation concerns

and technological advances.

There were now 442 nuclear power reactors operating in 30 countries – most

in North America and Western Europe – supplying about 16 per cent of the

world’s electricity.

But Mr. ElBaradei said that the recent expansions have been primarily in

Asia and Eastern Europe; of 28 reactors now under construction, 16 are in

developing countries.

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries

consume electricity at a rate roughly 100 times that of the world’s least

developed countries, but this gap will close as developing countries grow.

To assert international control of the nuclear fuel cycle the IAEA will

first have to establish mechanisms to oversee the acquisition of all

nuclear reactors and their fuel supply, Mr ElBaradei said. The second step

would require limiting future enrichment and reprocessing to multilateral

operations, he added.

While noting the Agency’s critical role in verifying the peaceful use of

nuclear power, he said the IAEA was also wanted to play a significant role

in sharing the benefits of nuclear energy for development.

Because the sophisticated technology of nuclear power required a

correspondingly sophisticated infrastructure, it may not be the choice for

all countries, he noted. But for those who chose to make it part of their

energy mix, the Agency could do much to make the option accessible,

affordable, safe and secure, he said.

Much of the Agency’s scientific work is now focused on the transfer of

peaceful nuclear technology in the fields of health, agriculture, industry,

water management and preservation of the environment, working to build up

technical capacities in ways that support national and regional development

priorities, he told the General Assembly.

The Agency also works to help States to implement strengthened regimes of

nuclear security through training programmes, supply of equipment and

assistance in protecting nuclear locations. An illicit trafficking database

now had 93 participating Member States, he said.

* * *

ANNAN STRESSES DEVELOPMENT ROLE AT FIRST EVER MEETING OF THE INTERNET GOVERNANCE FORUM

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today stressed the importance

of using the worldwide net to promote global development as he opened the

first ever Internet Governance Forum by encouraging participants to use the

four-day gathering to foster dialogue and cooperation.

More than 1,200 participants comprising government, private sector and

civil society representatives, including academic and technical

communities, are expected to gather in Athens until Thursday to hold

interactive discussions on issues related to Internet governance, including

freedom of expression, access, multilingualism and others.

“With more than 1 billion users worldwide and still growing dramatically,

the Internet has outgrown its origins as a network run by and for computer

specialists. Indeed it has become too important, for almost every country’s

economy and administration, for Governments not to take an interest,” Mr.

Annan said in a speech read out by Nitin Desai, Special Adviser for the

World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).

“The challenge therefore is to bring two cultures together: the

non-governmental Internet community, with its traditions of informal,

bottom-up decision-making, and the more formal, structured world of

Governments and intergovernmental organizations.”

“The Internet Governance Forum is well placed to contribute to that effort

by fostering dialogue, and by giving voice to a wide range of views,

including developing-country individuals and institutions involved in

Internet governance.”

The Forum, which is not a decision-making body, grew out of the 2003 and

2005 WSIS, during which the contentious issue of Internet Governance was

one of the most widely debated. As a result, Heads of State and Governments

asked Mr. Annan to set up the Forum.

“I am very encouraged that during the preparatory process, all stakeholders

acknowledged that the Internet can play a powerful role in helping

developing countries to advance their economic and social well-being, and

agreed on the development dimension as overarching priority of the Forum.”

“Today, the Forum enters uncharted waters. Its mandate… calls on it to

serve not as a convenor of Governments, but of all stakeholders. The Forum

will thus have to develop procedures and practices for cultivating

meaningful cooperation among these disparate partners. While this will be a

challenge, the Internet lends itself particularly well to this search for

new forms of global collaboration.”

Over the next four days there will be eight main sessions and more than 30

workshops, covering the following themes relating to Internet governance:

openness – freedom of expression, free flow of information, ideas and

knowledge;

security – creating trust and confidence through collaboration;

diversity – promoting multilingualism and local content;

access – Internet connectivity, policy and cost.

* * *

LEBANON: ANNAN SAYS DISARMING HIZBOLLAH IS A ‘KEY ELEMENT’ IN ENDING HOSTILITIES

While acknowledging that progress has been made over the past two years in

reducing foreign influence in Lebanon, United Nations Secretary-General

Kofi Annan said today that disarming Hizbollah is a “key element” in

ensuring a permanent end to hostilities, and warned that much remains to be

done to restore stability and peace.

The Security Council, meeting to discuss Mr. Annan’s latest report on

resolution 1559, which calls for the reduction of foreign influence in

Lebanon, said in a presidential statement it welcomed the Lebanese army’s

deployment in the south and other signs of progress, but noted “with

regret” that disarming of Lebanese and non-Lebanese militias had not yet happened.

“The eventual disarmament of Hizbollah in the sense of the completion of

its transformation into a solely political party… is a key element in

ensuring a permanent end to the hostilities,” Mr. Annan said in the report,

his fourth to the Council on resolution 1559.

“In the months ahead, Lebanon will have to engage again in a truly national

and inclusive dialogue. The disarming and disbanding of Lebanese and

non-Lebanese militias… can only be achieved through an inclusive process

that addresses the political and economic interests of all Lebanese and of

those living in Lebanon.”

Mr. Annan’s report, covering developments in the past six months in

Lebanon, was delivered to the 15-member body by Terje Roed-Larsen, the

Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the implementation of resolution

1559, and it also highlights continued Israeli violations of Lebanese

sovereignty and territorial integrity.

“Persistent and provocative Israeli air incursions, occasionally reaching

deep into Lebanese airspace and generating sonic booms over populated

areas, continued to be a matter of serious concern… Israeli overflights

have also continued since the cessation of hostilities between Israel and

Hizbollah went into effect on 14 August 2006.”

The report also emphasizes the importance of establishing “full diplomatic

relations between Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic and their

delineation of the shared border, including, in particular, in the Shab’a

Farms area,” stating that such a bilateral agreement would “constitute

significant steps towards promoting peace and security in the region.”

In its statement, the Council also reaffirmed its strong support for the

“territorial integrity, sovereignty, unity and political independence of

Lebanon within its internationally recognized borders,” and further called

on all the country’s neighbours to help fulfil resolution 1559.

“The Security Council reiterates its call for the full implementation of

resolution 1559 (2004) and urges all concerned States and parties as

mentioned in the report to cooperate fully with the Government of Lebanon,

the Security Council, and the Secretary-General to achieve this goal.”

* * *

SECRETARY-GENERAL SAYS DEMOCRACY IS THE BEST WAY TO AVOID EXTREMISM

By allowing different views to be heard “a democracy that works is a

conflict prevention instrument,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi

Annan told a meeting in Qatar, the Sixth International Conference on New

and Restored Democracies.

In a statement, read by Amir Dossal, Executive Director of the UN Fund for

International Partnerships, Mr. Annan stressed that the “lack of legitimate

channels for the articulation of demand and the airing of grievances can

drive some people towards extremism and unacceptable acts of violence.”

He noted that the UN is currently assisting one of every three parliaments

in the developing world.

The most recent effort is through the UN Democracy Fund, which just

completed a first round of funding, and which will support projects in 110

countries. A majority of the projects focus on women’s rights since

“democracy is not possible without women’s full and equal participation,”

Mr. Annan’s statement said.

“The Democracy Fund also shows the UN reform in action,” he added.

“These efforts are based on two beliefs: that democracy is a universal

right that does not belong to any country or region, and that participatory

governance, based on the will of the people, is the best path to freedom,

growth and development.”

* * *

UN HELPS GUINEA TO AVERT WATER-BORNE EPIDEMICS AFTER HEAVY FLOODING

Seeking to prevent cholera and typhoid outbreaks following severe flooding

in the Kindia region of Guinea, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

will distribute water purification tablets and help local authorities take

other measures to treat the water supply.

“Despite warnings from the local authorities, people continue to consume

contaminated water and food recovered from stagnant ponds,” the UN Office

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today. “The local

people are less and less able to confront the situation and their means of

subsistence decrease further each day.”

Some 1,200 people were directly affected by flood damage. “The large amount

of stagnant water renders the people particularly vulnerable to illnesses

such as malaria and acute respiratory ailments,” OCHA added.

Health care, water treatment, food, blankets, kitchen utensils are among

the priority needs for Kindia, 135 kilometres inland from Conakry, the

capital, and the Government does not have sufficient means to respond, OCHA

said, adding that it had released $55,000 from its Emergency Cash Grant mechanism.

These funds will be used by the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN

World Food Programme (WFP) and the Guinean Red Cross to buy food and

non-food supplies.

* * *

UNICEF HELPS VACCINATE 320,000 CHILDREN AGAINST POLIO IN LEBANON

More than 320,000 young children throughout Lebanon will receive the first

round of polio vaccinations in a United Nations-backed national

immunization campaign starting today following the severe disruption of

routine health services caused by this summer’s conflict between Israel and Hizbollah.

“To keep Lebanon polio-free and protect children’s health, it is critical

to immunize every single child,” UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) country

representative Roberto Laurenti said of the first phase of the campaign,

which last until Saturday.

“The recent conflict severely disrupted routine vaccinations and public

health systems. Since people from polio-affected countries in the region

regularly move in and out of Lebanon, children are now vulnerable to

infection. We need to act quickly and on a massive scale to eliminate that risk.”

Some 2,000 volunteers, trained by UNICEF and the Health Ministry, are going

door-to-door to all homes and public health centres to ensure that all

children under five are immunized against this devastating disease. The

second round of vaccinations will take place in December.

UNICEF has provided 1 million doses of the orally-administered polio

vaccine, as well as cold-chain equipment, including 1,000

temperature-controlled vaccine carriers, to preserve the vaccine as it is

stored and transported. This is more than enough to supply both the first

and second rounds of the campaign.

Although Lebanon was declared polio-free in 2002, and Lebanese children are

normally vaccinated through primary-care services, these were disrupted by

the summer’s conflict as mass numbers of children and their families were

displaced from their homes.

During the fighting, UNICEF supported an urgent immunization campaign in

camps and host homes for internally-displaced persons, vaccinating 8,000

children up to five years of age against polio, and 21,000 children under

15 against measles.

But dangerous and unstable conditions made it impossible to reach many

children in the southern regions most affected by bombing, and the constant

movement of children between locations made tracking extremely difficult.

To remind parents of the importance of polio immunization and ensure that

their children receive their free vaccinations, UNICEF has conducted a

series of national awareness activities, including TV and radio ads,

posters and flyers.

* * *

UN HEALTH AGENCY LAUNCHES INITIATIVE TO FIGHT CORRUPTION IN MEDICINES PROCUREMENT

With up to $50 billion spent every year on pharmaceutical products and

recent estimates showing that as much as 25 per cent of procured medicines

can be lost to fraud, bribery and other corrupt practices, the United

Nations health agency today launched a new initiative to help governments

combat corruption.

“Corruption is a worldwide problem, rife in high- and low-income countries

alike, and no country should feel embarrassed to talk about it,” UN World

Health Organization (WHO) Director of Medicines Policy and Standards Hans

Hogerzeil said of the scheme to set up a group of anti-corruption and

medicines experts from international institutions and countries to promote

greater transparency in regulation and procurement.

“Low income countries are the most vulnerable, and they are the ones we

will initially support in promoting more transparent, money-saving

tactics,” he added at a two-day meeting beginning in Geneva today to set

out strategies and set up the initiative.

Before reaching the patients who need them, medicines change hands several

times in the complex production and distribution chain, providing ample

opportunity for corruption, WHO noted. A recent report by Transparency

International, a global civil society organization, revealed that in one

country, the value of two out of three medicines supplied through

procurement was lost to corruption and fraud in hospitals.

“This is an aberration when you think that poor populations struggle with

the double bind of a high burden of disease and low access to medical

products,” WHO Assistant Director-General for Health Technology and

Pharmaceuticals Howard Zucker said. “Countries need to deal with this

problem and ensure that the precious resources devoted to health are being well spent.”

Apart from the loss of resources and the danger posed to patients’ lives,

corrupt practices also allow the entry into the medicines chain of

counterfeit and substandard products, further endangering the health of

communities, WHO noted.

Corruption occurs at different stages of the chain and may take on

different forms ranging from bribery of government officials to register

medicines without the required information and deliberate delays by

officials to solicit bribes, to favouritism rather than professional merit

in selecting members of registration committees and thefts and embezzlement

in the distribution chain, including in health care facilities.

To combat the problem, WHO plans to strengthen regulatory authorities and

procurement practices by stimulating legislative reform to establish laws

against corruption and appropriate enforcement and punitive measures, and

promoting standardized systems of checks and balances to prevent abuse by

making publicly available criteria for selecting regulatory and procurement

staff and medical products.

The agency will also encourage ethical practices through behaviour change

activities and staff training.

 * * *

UN SAYS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY MUST CONTINUE SUPPORT FOR STRIFE-TORN BURUNDI

The international community must stay engaged in Burundi where the “overall

situation remains fragile,” helping to reduce crime and ensure

reintegration of a swelling numbers of refugees returning to the country

emerging from 12 years of civil war, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi

Annan said in a report released today.

Security has started improving since the government signed a comprehensive

ceasefire agreement September 7 with the last armed group, Forces

Nationales de Libération (Palipehutu-FNL), but there are continued reports

of serious human rights abuses by former rebels and government security

forces, said the report.

“Most of these involved summary executions, forced disappearances, torture,

ill-treatment in detention and arbitrary arrests and detention,” with the

FNL reported to have committed murder, rape and armed robbery against

civilians, noted the report, the eighth issued by Security-General Kofi

Annan on the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB).

There was a recent alleged coup plot, followed by arrests and allegations

of torture which the UN “strongly encouraged” Burundi authorities to treat

with due process of law.

Overall though, human rights violations are decreasing in the wake of the

ceasefire agreement but the report noted that implementation of the accord

is still a work in progress, with “primary responsibility” resting with the

Government and former combatants.

“However, the continued close engagement of the South African Facilitation,

the Regional Peace Initiative and other partners; assistance from donors;

and the early deployment of the African Union Special Task Force will be

essential to ensure that its implementation proceeds smoothly and without

further delay,” said the report issued to the Security Council.

UN peacekeepers are expected to provide security at designated assembly

points for demobilizing FNL combatants but delays have led to calls for

slowing the on-going drawdown of UN forces, which by late October stood at 2,434.

The report admitted there that so far there has been “limited progress” in

security sector reform and noted that that both the police and armed forces

”face massive shortfalls in equipment, logistics, housing, transportation

and training, particularly in the vital area of human rights.”

Noting that the wide circulation of weapons among civilians is a “major

problem” the reported said that “effective progress in the Government’s

weapons collection programme will be critical in reducing the currently

high crime rates and improving security nationwide.”

The report also said “there is an urgent need for capacity-building to

improve the national authorities’ ability of function effectively and meet

the expectations of the population for peace dividends.”

The country recently experienced a surge of repatriations of Burundians

from neighbouring countries where they took refuge, with half of the 25,901

returnees recorded this year to 1 October returning in August and September.

“Sustained and well-coordinated donor engagement will be vital in

addressing the humanitarian needs and supporting the Government’s recovery,

reconstruction and development efforts,” the report said.

On 25 October the Security Council voted to set up the UN Integrated Office

in Burundi (Bureau Intégré des Nations Unies au Burundi, BINUB) in the

country to follow on from the current ONUB mission which ends on 31 December.

More than 319,000 refugees have repatriated to Burundi since UN refugee

agency (UNHCR) started assisting the repatriation in 2002. Most have

returned from camps in Tanzania. Nearly 400,000 Burundians who fled

inter-ethnic massacres, in 1972, and again from 1993 to 1996, are still in exile.

* * *

SECRETARY-GENERAL CALLS FOR PEACEFUL ELECTIONS IN BANGLADESH

Expressing concern at election-related violence in Bangladesh, United

Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed to the country’s major

political forces “to work together to find a common ground for the

elections acting in the interest of democracy and the welfare of the entire nation.”

In a statement issued by his spokesman, he said also voiced confidence that

mediation efforts brokered by President Iajuddin Ahmed will “find a way out

of the present crisis will bring about the desired results.”

President Ahmed recently assumed the additional responsibilities as head of

the Caretaker Government, which under the Bangladeshi constitution is

charged with overseeing and ensuring free and fair elections, due in January.

* * *

UN-BACKED MEETING WARNS LOW-RATE HIV COUNTRIES IN ASIA-PACIFIC AGAINST COMPLACENCY

Asian and Pacific countries with low rates of HIV infection, far from being

lulled into complacency, must improve surveillance and adequately fund

national AIDS action plans, a United Nations-backed conference has concluded.

“Whether a country is low prevalence or high prevalence, the risk factors

are the same, and HIV prevention efforts need to be focused to be most

effective,” the Director of the UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Regional

Support Team for Asia and the Pacific, J.V.R. Prasada, told the meeting of

10 countries in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Countries where HIV is still relatively rare have a window of opportunity

to avoid more serious epidemics cost-effectively. But it is essential that

they invest in targeted prevention efforts, and actively counter the stigma

of HIV and the taboos that hinder addressing risky behaviours.

This was the conclusion of the First Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on

Universal Access to HIV Prevention, Treatment, Care and Support in Low

Prevalence Countries, where experts from governments, civil society and

international organizations shared experiences and strategies for

strengthening national AIDS programmes.

Delegates adopted the Ulaanbaatar 2006 Call for Action, highlighting the

priorities of an effective response to the epidemic such as improving

surveillance systems, so they can better understand factors driving the

epidemic and target interventions to those most at risk.

National AIDS action plans need adequate funding, ambitious but realistic

targets, high-level political commitment, and the full involvement of civil

society, the Call said, urging governments and international donors to

increase support for national HIV prevention programmes.

Participants agreed that targeted prevention efforts should focus on people

most at risk, including sex workers and their clients, injecting drug

users, men who have sex with men and young migrants. Efforts should also be

made to raise general awareness about AIDS to help break down AIDS-related

stigma and discrimination. Despite a few notable successes in containing

the epidemic, infections continue to rise throughout Asia and the Pacific

region and have reached concentrated levels in a number of countries.

The Government of Mongolia organized the four-day meeting, which ended on

Friday, in partnership with the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN World

Health Organization (WHO), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN Development

Programme (UNDP) and UNAIDS. The 10 countries attending were: Bangladesh,

Bhutan, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Fiji, Laos, Malaysia,

Maldives, Mongolia, Sri Lanka and the Philippines.

* * *

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT RISING; HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS WORKING BELOW POVERTY LINE – UN

The global number of unemployed youth aged 15 to 24 rose by nearly 15 per

cent over the past decade, more than 300 million others, about 25 per cent

of the youth population, were living below the $2 per day poverty line, and

at least 400 million jobs are needed to solve the problem, according to anew report by the UN labour agency.

“Despite increased economic growth, the inability of economies to create

enough decent and productive jobs is hitting the world’s young especially

hard,” UN International Labour Organization (ILO) Director-General Juan Somavia said.

“Not only are we seeing a growing deficit of decent work opportunities and

high levels of economic uncertainty, but this worrying trend threatens to

damage the future economic prospects of one of our world’s greatest assets

– our young men and women.”

The number of young unemployed increased from 74 million to 85 million, or

by 14.8 per cent between 1995 and 2005, the report, Global Employment

Trends for Youth, noted. It estimates that at least 400 million decent and

productive employment opportunities – simply put, new and better jobs –

will be needed in order to reach the full productive potential of today’s youth.

The report also says youth are more than three times as likely to be

unemployed than adults and that the relative disadvantage is more

pronounced in developing countries, where youth represent a significantly

higher proportion of the labour force than in developed economies.

The report’s key findings include:

Of the 1.1 billion young people aged 15 to 24 worldwide, one out of three

is either seeking but unable to find work, has given up the job search

entirely or is working but living on less than $2 a day.

While the youth population grew by 13.2 per cent between 1995 and 2005,

employment among young people grew by only 3.8 per cent to reach 548 million.

Unemployed youth make up 44 per cent of the world’s total unemployed

despite the fact that their share of the total working-age population aged

15 and over is only 25 per cent.

The youth unemployment rate was far higher than the adult unemployment rate

of 4.6 per cent in 2005, rising from 12.3 per cent in 1995 to 13.5 per cent last year.

“All this is a threat to the development potential of economies", Mr.

Somavia said. “Today, we are squandering the economic potential of an

enormous percentage of our population, especially in developing countries

which can least afford it. Focusing on youth, therefore, is a must for any country.”

* * *

AFGHANISTAN: UN HELPS 15,000 DISPLACED FAMILIES IN STRIFE-TORN SOUTH OF COUNTRY

With fighting flaring in southern Afghanistan the United Nations, along

with the Government and international donors, is assisting some 15,000

families displaced in three southern provinces.

Distribution of food and non-food items resumed yesterday after the Eid

holiday at the end of the month-long Ramadan fasting period, UN Assistance

Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) spokesman Aleem Siddique told a news

briefing in Kabul, the capital, today.

So far, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has provided food and other items

to over 12,000 families in Panjwai and Zherai districts of Kandahar, as

well as in Lashkar Gah in Helmand and Tirin Kot in Urzghan provinces.

In addition, agencies including the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN

refugee agency (UNHCR) and the inter-governmental International

Organization for Migration (IOM) have provided essential non-food items,

such as blankets, clothing, medical supplies and plastic sheets to some

7,000 families. Assistance is being coordinated by the Government’s

Provincial Disaster Management Committees.

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) is also using a $5-million contribution

from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to

bolster development and humanitarian activities for the people displaced by

the recent fighting in Kandahar, especially in Panjwaye and Zharay districts.

Meanwhile UNICEF, the UN World Health Organisation (WHO) and

non-governmental organization (NGO) partners are launching a 10-day joint

neonatal tetanus, measles and polio immunization campaign on Wednesday for

eight provinces in the south and south east, involving both a

house-to-house strategy to target mothers and a fixed centre strategy to

immunize children aged 9 to 59 months.

The first six provinces to be targeted will be Kandahar, Helmand, Nimroz,

Paktya, Paktika and Khost. “We hope to vaccinate around 540,000 children in

these provinces,” Mr. Siddique said. Immunization in two other provinces,

Uruzgan and Zabul, will be completed later this year.

In 2000, WHO estimated that 30,000 to 35,000 children under the age of five

died as a result of measles. Successive immunization initiatives over the
last few years led to a 94 per cent reduction in 2004 with 559 deaths reported.

“Unfortunately, Afghanistan has experienced an outbreak of measles in the

last two years with 836 cases reported in 2005 and 1,835 cases reported so

far this year,” Mr. Siddique said. “We urge families in these provinces to

cooperate with this vital health initiative over the coming weeks.”

* * *

UN HELPS BRIDGE THE WORLD’S ‘SCIENTIFIC CAPITAL GAP’ WITH MORE ACCESS TO SCHOLARLY WORK

Scientists, researchers, and policy makers in 108 developing countries will

soon receive access to one of the world’s largest collections of scholarly

environmental science journals, thanks to a United Nations-backed on-line

initiative launched today.

Access will be provided through more than 1,200 eligible institutions -

universities, research institutes, environmental ministries, libraries, and

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) - for free or at nominal cost in

countries in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean,

and Eastern Europe.

The portal, which brings together the work of more than 200 prestigious

publishers, societies and associations, is being coordinated by the UN

Environmental Programme (UNEP) and Yale University, and is supported by the

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the John D. and Catherine T.

MacArthur Foundation.

Over 1,000 scholarly scientific and technical journal titles, in fields

ranging from biotechnology, botany and climate change to environmental

toxicology and pollution, oceanography and zoology, will be provided

through a portal - Online Access to Research in the Environment (OARE) -

presented in English, Spanish and French.

“OARE is a new and inspiring example of international cooperation that can

contribute to the reduction of the North-South scientific gap and digital

divide, objectives that are both at the top of the UN agenda and the UN

Millennium Development Goals,” said Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director.

The initiative will also provide Abstract and Index Research Databases (A&I

Databases) - intellectual tools the scientific and professional community

use to search for information within thousands of scholarly publications.

Access for institutions in the 70 poorest countries will be free while

there will be a nominal charge for institutions in 38 lower middle income

countries, fees which will be reinvested to support continued training and

outreach activities in these countries.

OARE will be managed in close cooperation with two earlier UN initiatives -

the Health Internetwork Access to Research Initiative (HINARI), launched by

the UN’s World Health Organization (WHO) in 2001 to provide research to the

medical community in developing nations, and Access to Global Online

Research in Agriculture (AGORA), launched by the UN Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) and Cornell University in 2003 to provide research to

the agricultural community.

* * *

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES SHOW ‘WORRYING’ RISE, UN REPORTS

Emissions by industrialized countries of greenhouse gases blamed for global

warming showed a “worrying” upward trend in the 2000–2004 period and state

policies must be intensified to achieve further cuts, according to a United

Nations report released today.

Although the overall emissions by these countries dropped 3.3 per cent in

the 1990–2004 period, this was mostly due to a 36.8 per cent decrease by

economies in transition of eastern and central Europe (EITs), and the other

industrialized Parties of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCCC) registered a 11 per cent increase.

“The worrying fact is that EITs, which were mostly responsible for the

overall emissions reductions of industrialized countries so far, as a group

have experienced an emission increase of 4.1 per cent in the period

2000-2004,” UNFCCC Executive Secretary Yvo de Boer said at the launching of

the report in Bonn, Germany.

“This means that industrialized countries will need to intensify their

efforts to implement strong policies which reduce greenhouse gas

emissions,” he added. The report, Greenhouse Gas Data, 2006, constitutes

the first complete set of data submitted by all 41 industrialized Parties.

The United States, the world’s biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, is not a party.

Emission reductions are urgently required in the transport sector but they

seem to be especially difficult to achieve, growing by 23.9 per cent from

1990 to 2004, the report noted.

The Kyoto Protocol requires 35 industrialized countries and the European

Community to reduce greenhouse emissions by an average of 5 per cent below

1990 levels in its first commitment period between 2008 and 2012.

Despite the emission growth in some countries in the latest period

2000-2004, the Parties stand a good chance of meeting individual emissions

reduction commitments if they speedily apply the additional domestic

mitigation measures they are planning and use the Kyoto Protocol’s

market-based flexibility mechanisms.

One promising option for meeting the targets is the use of the clean

development mechanism (CDM), allowing industrialized countries to invest in

sustainable development projects that reduce emissions in developing

countries and thereby generate tradable emission credits.

“We are looking forward to emissions trading between all countries with

emission targets under the Kyoto Protocol when the first commitment period

starts in 2008,” Mr. de Boer said. “At the same time, it is clear that

further global action on climate change is urgently needed to generate

significant investment flows into clean technology, making use of existing

and new market mechanisms.”

* * *

WORLD NOT MEETING PLEDGE TO SLASH HUNGER; FAILURE WOULD BE ‘SHAMEFUL,’ UN WARNS

Although the proportion of people suffering from hunger in developing

countries has gone down as the overall population has gone up, there are

now more hungry people – 820 million – than there were 10 years ago when

the World Food Summit (WFS) pledged to cut the number in half by 2015, the

United Nations warned today.

“Far from decreasing, the number of hungry people in the world is currently

increasing at the rate of 4 million a year,” UN Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) Director-General Jacques Diouf said, stressing that

meeting the pledge would require cutting the number of undernourished by 31

million every year until 2015.

“Today, I am deeply sorry to report that the situation remains intolerable

and unacceptable, all the more so because 10 years have passed,” he added

at the launch in Rome of his agency’s annual report, The State of Food

Insecurity in the World (SOFI), using the terms employed to describe world

hunger by the leaders of the 185 countries who took part in the WFS.

“Business as usual will not do” and failure to achieve the objective would

be “shameful,” Mr. Diouf declared.

The target of slashing the number of malnourished to 412 million is still

attainable if concrete and concerted action is taken, such as focussing on

poverty hotspots, enhancing the productivity of smallholder agriculture,

and creating conditions for private investment, including transparency and

good governance, SOFI said.

Such measures would also include making world trade work for the poor, with

safety nets put in place for vulnerable groups, and a rapid increase in the

level of Official Development Assistance (ODA) to 0.7 percent of gross

domestic product (GDP) as promised. “We must step up dramatically our

efforts to reach the WFS hunger reduction target. If the political will is

there we can reach it,” the report concluded.

According to SOFI, today’s estimated 820 million undernourished people

represent a marginal reduction of 3 million as against the 1990-1992 WFS

baseline of 823 million, but a 20-million increase when measured against

the 1996 world total of 800 million.

One in five people in developing countries were undernourished in 1990-92,

and this has gone down to 17 percent. Projections suggest there could be a

further drop to 10 percent in the next nine years.

“This means that the world is on a path towards meeting the Millennium

Development Goal (MDG) on hunger reduction,” the report said, referring to

targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000. But the total number in

2015 is projected at 582 million, 170 million short of the WFS target.

More than half of these hungry people would be concentrated in South and

East Asia, with 203 million and 123 million respectively. Sub-Saharan

Africa would be home to 179 million hungry – more than double the WFS

target. In sub-Saharan Africa, “the task facing the region remains

daunting,” SOFI said. There are currently 206 million hungry – nearly 40

million up from the 1990-92 baseline.

The report was released within the framework of a week-long session of

FAO’s Committee on World Food Security (CFS), which is being attended by

ministers from some of the world’s poorest and richest countries.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
30 October 2006 
The following is a near-verbatim transcript by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Gail Bindley-Taylor Sainte, the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly.

Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General
** Democratic Republic of the Congo -– Statement
Good afternoon.  I’m sorry I’m a little late, we were waiting for two statements, attributable to the Spokesman.  The first is on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

“The Secretary-General congratulates the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo on their peaceful participation in the second round of the presidential election and the elections for the provincial assemblies, which were held on 29 October.

“The Secretary-General is pleased that voters were able to cast their ballots in a generally free and calm environment, although he is concerned at the violent incidents that took place in Equateur Province and near Bunia, in Ituri district.  He commends the tireless efforts of the Independent Electoral Commission in ensuring that the electoral process continues to be credible and transparent.  He notes that voting, which was disrupted in the town of Bumba, in Equateur, will be completed on 31 October.

“The Secretary-General also welcomes the signing, on 29 October, by representatives of President Joseph Kabila and Vice-President Jean-Pierre Bemba, of a Declaration of intent, regarding their conduct following the elections, which is an important step in ensuring that the electoral process is successfully concluded in calm and secure conditions.  The Secretary-General calls on the presidential candidates and their supporters to exercise patience and restraint and to take all possible steps to prevent any acts of violence while waiting for the results to be announced, by the Independent Electoral Commission.”

**Democratic Republic of Congo –- Update
And on the ground, as polling stations closed across the country and counting begins, the Mission says that provisional results could be available in some 10 days.

Meanwhile, UN peacekeepers and European Union forces continued to patrol Kinshasa, as security is being strengthened in other parts of the country, including in the region of Western Kasai, where two European Union observers were allegedly stoned by supporters of President Kabila.  The Mission deplores the shooting deaths, by Congolese soldiers, of 2 electoral workers in the town of Fataki, an incident which prompted an angry mob to ransack some 37 polling stations, out of an estimated 55,000 polling stations across the country.  The Mission says voting in that region will resume tomorrow.  And there is more on this from the field upstairs.

** Bangladesh –- Statement
“The Secretary-General is concerned by the violence in Bangladesh, related to the forthcoming national elections and transitional arrangements.

“He hopes that the efforts of President Iajuddin Ahmed, who has assumed additional responsibilities as head of the caretaker Government, to consult with the main political parties to find a way out of the present crisis, will bring about the desired results.

“The Secretary-General appeals to the major political forces in Bangladesh to work together to find a common ground for the elections, acting in the interest of democracy and the welfare of the entire nation.”

**Sudan-Chad
Now turning to the Sudan-Chad border, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations will send an assessment mission to Chad and the Central African Republic to look at ways in which the UN can help address security concerns there, as soon as security conditions permit.

The assessment mission comes at the request of the Security Council, and it will pay particular attention to the issue of protection for internally displaced people and refugees.

And as you’ll recall, this announcement was made by Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, following consultations on Sudan, late Friday.  He said the UN is very concerned by the deteriorating situation in Chad, with the growing number of refugees and internally displaced people.

Meanwhile, the UN Mission in Sudan says it has received reports that several villages around Jebel Moon in West Darfur and the Chadian border were allegedly attacked, yesterday, by 1,200 Janjaweed militias, as well as other militias.

It has also received reports of a Government military offensive against a rebel group, also in West Darfur.  And there is more information on the situation in the Darfur and the rest of Sudan in the bulletin from the Mission.

**Human Resources Reform
The Secretary-General, this morning, addressed the General Assembly’s Fifth Committee about UN human resources management reform.  Speaking about his proposals, which are drawn from his March report, “Investing in the United Nations:  for a stronger organization worldwide", the Secretary-General said that the UN’s staff is its greatest asset and must be treated as such.

Pointing out that more than half of the UN’s 30,000 staff now serve in field locations, this is not including the peacekeepers, he noted that UN missions are often handicapped by high vacancy rates and destabilizing levels of staff turnover.

The Secretary-General said his proposals reflect extensive consultations with staff and managers, as well as his own personal experiences, during more than 40 years as a UN staffer.  And we have his full remarks upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council is currently holding a private meeting on the Central African Republic, with that country’s Prime Minister in attendance.  General Lamine Cissé, the Secretary-General’s Representative for that country, briefed the Council on the work of the UN Peacebuilding Office in the country.  And he is expected to be at the Security Council stakeout for those that are interested afterwards.

**1559 Report
And, this afternoon, Terje Roed-Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Implementation of Resolution 1559, concerning the withdrawal of foreign forces from Lebanon, will brief the Security Council on its consultations this afternoon, starting at 3:00 p.m., on the Secretary-General’s latest report on that resolution.  That report is out on the racks today.

After consultations end, Roed-Larsen has agreed to speak to you at the stakeout, as well.  And that’s this afternoon.

In the report, the Secretary-General says that the implementation of resolution 1559 has made considerable progress over the past two years, although he warns that, in the past six months, Lebanon has suffered a severe setback and confronts challenges of a magnitude unseen since the end of the civil war.

He says that, in the months ahead, Lebanon will have to engage, again, in a truly national and inclusive dialogue.  He expressed his deep hope that the opportunities born from conflict will be seized upon and that Lebanon may once again rise from the ashes of destruction and war.

Regarding the Shabaa Farms area, the Secretary-General says he is working expeditiously to establish, in full, the cartographic, legal and political implications of the approach suggested in Lebanon’s recent seven-point plan, adding that he will revert to the Security Council.

** Liberia
Turning to Africa again, on Liberia, the UN Mission there says that it has made a dozen UN-trained prosecutorial assistants available to serve as state prosecutors and help clear a substantial backlog of court cases, including cases of rape and armed robbery.  There is a press release on that upstairs.

** Burundi
Also available today is the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN operation in Burundi.  In it, the Secretary-General says that the 7 September agreement, between the Government and the last armed group, the FNL, marked a significant milestone, which has contributed to an overall improvement of the security situation.  You can pick copies of that upstairs.

**UNFCCC
From the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Secretariat has released data, which shows that there’s been an upward trend in greenhouse gas emissions of industrialized countries, between 2000 and 2004.

The report, “Greenhouse Gas Data 2006”, is available online and we have a press release with more on it upstairs.  As there is a press release on a project between the UN Environment Programme and Yale University regarding this subject.

**New Reports
And a new report, by the Food and Agriculture Organization, says there are 820 million hungry people in developing countries today, which is more than there were in 1996 when the World Food Summit promised to reduce the number of undernourished people.

Another new report, by the International Labour Organization, highlights the rise in the number of unemployed youth aged 15 to 24, over the past decade.  The number of young unemployed increased from 74 million in 1995 to 85 million last year, according to the ILO.  And there is information on both of these reports upstairs.

**Secretary-General in Washington, DC
And, as you know, the Secretary-General will be in Washington, DC, later today, where, at around 6:00 p.m., he is scheduled to deliver the annual Oliver Tambo lecture, at Georgetown University.

In the morning, that’s tomorrow morning, he will deliver remarks at a two-day conference, which will assess his legacy in Africa, as Secretary-General.  The conference, organized by the African Studies Programme at Georgetown University, will bring together academics and Africa specialists.

The Secretary-General is expected to be back in New York tomorrow afternoon.

Questions and Answers
Question:  IAEA Director General Mohamed El Baradei is apparently appearing before the Security Council.  Do you have a readout of what he said when he came here?  Has he met with the Secretary-General?

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, as you know, is shortly on his way to Washington, DC, and it is not on his programme today.  But, he did, as you know, have his meeting with the CEB, starting on Friday, which includes Mr. El Baradei, so he may have met him in that setting.  I can check on that for you.

Question:  What official meetings does the SG have while he is in Washington?

Deputy Spokesman:  This is not an official visit.  It’s strictly for delivering this lecture, receiving an award and he will be back tomorrow.

Question:  So he’s not going to meet with anyone in the Administration or Congress?

Deputy Spokesman:  No, this is a mission devoted to this specific subject.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General very concerned about the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and there is a summit, taking place as we speak, in order to have youth contribute to the achievement of those goals?  Now we hear these negative reports from FAO that famine has increased by some 200 million, which is very significant.  Has the Secretary-General expressed any concern, has he had time to look into this report?

Deputy Spokesman:  I don’t have any direct reaction from the Secretary-General on this report.  You were mentioning the Youth Summit?  Is that the Summit you were talking about?  Well he, as you know, came in yesterday morning to address the Summit and I would like to draw your attention to his remarks there.

Question:  Does the Secretariat have any comments on the protests in Haiti, on the UN presence there?  Last week, I asked a question, there have actually been people shot, by the blue helmets, whether it was rightfully or wrongfully.  It was answered to me that they didn’t shoot anyone and it was a non-incident.  So what, so between Headquarters and the Mission in Haiti, what are the communications?

Deputy Spokesman:  Let me get you an answer on that.  I don’t have any information from the Mission itself and, today, I haven’t had an update, but after the briefing I will look into it for you.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have anything to say about last week’s finding in a Buenos Aires court about Iranian involvement in the bombing of the [inaudible] Centre in Buenos Aires?

Deputy Spokesman:  No.

Question:  Iran’s nuclear programme, any talk going on this morning?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, you would probably have to ask Security Council members if they are speaking outside the formal consultations process on any action.  As of now, I don’t when the item has been scheduled for the Council.

Question:  So, did they get together this morning?

Deputy Spokesman:  You’ll have to ask them, because this is not something that would be organized by the Secretariat.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General plan to issue a statement of some sort, or make some sort of remark in relation to that bombing in Buenos Aires?

Deputy Spokesman:  I can look into it for you.

Question:  Has there been any word or decision as to when OIOS will talk to us?  We’ve had a standing request in for a long time.

Deputy Spokesman:  We know of your request.  We’ve asked them.  You’ve asked them.  We have not heard anything.  We can check into that again.

Question:  Do you have information on when Ban Ki-moon will arrive here, in New York, in November, and when he sets up his transition team?

Deputy Spokesman:  No, I only am reading press reports like you, on the day that he will step down as Foreign Minister, but I am just reading that through press reports.  When we know, as you know, he still needs to be sworn in, that part of that ceremony did not take place last time he was here, so that should be done between now and the time he takes up duties.

Question:  Do you know anything about the Shabaa Farms or the new delineations, or anything on the 1559?

Deputy Spokesman:  I think you can save your questions for Terje Roed-Larsen.  I did announce that he would be available for you to speak to him, after the consultations at the stakeout.

Question:  At what time?

Deputy Spokesman:  It starts at 3:00 p.m. and you know how these things go.  We will try to keep you as informed as possible as when that time will be.

Question:  On the incident in the Congo, Fataki, that you mentioned there are reports saying that they were killed by a soldier who appeared drunk.  Is it clear if it’s a blue helmet or a Congolese Army soldier?  Is there any more on this?

Deputy Spokesman:  I think what I read to you is all I have here, but, after the briefing, I can look into that as well, and give you the specifics.  But, I think the information that we got was that the disturbances did affect the destruction of 37 polling stations, but just to keep that in perspective, we were told that there were 55,000 polling stations across this huge country.

Question:  There was a report today, in the Independent, about a UN investigation into uranium use, by Israel, in Lebanon.  Does the UN confirm, deny it, or?

Deputy Spokesman:  There is no such report of an investigation as reported in that way in the Independent.  We asked the UN Environment Programme about this.  They have, as we announced here a few weeks ago, been conducting a standard post-conflict assessment of the environment in Lebanon, which includes looking into effects of exploded ordinances, and routinely as part of that assessment, UNEP will check for depleted uranium use.  The agency said it has completed its work on the ground and the samples, taken from Lebanon, are now undergoing laboratory testing and we don’t have any results yet.  They are expected to report on its finding sometime in December.

Question:  So there are no such reports?

Deputy Spokesman:  I just read to you what they told us.

Question:  What, if anything, have you heard about their efforts to investigate this oil spill from the power station?  I know that was supposed to be a UNEP project, the last anybody told us about it, they were about to head there.  I mean I am going back a month and a half.

Deputy Spokesman:  I think they had gone.  We will look into that for you.

Question:  Is there any possibility that Larsen might come to 226 and give us a full briefing?

Deputy Spokesman:  The general practice and what he’s agreed to is that he will speak at the stakeout.  I mean, if there is an overwhelming desire for him to be pulled into this room, we could entertain it.  But, I think that most people, at that hour, are probably against a deadline and would want to speak to him as quickly as possible.

Question:  What is the precedent, going back to Iran’s possible implication in the bombing of the Buenos Aires Cultural Centre?  What is the Protocol with the Secretary-General when news like that comes along, about a State being assumed to be responsible…?

Deputy Spokesman:  I am not actually familiar with this case, so I am going to have to look into it after the briefing, on whatever you are asking me about it right now.

Question:  Does the Office have any information, there are reports the UNEP team in visiting Ogoniland in Nigeria?  I don’t know if you have any reports on that.

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, we could certainly put you in contact with United Nations Environment Programme.  We haven’t seen anything today, but we could put you in contact with them, and we can place a call, ourselves, to follow up.

Question:  Regarding the transition from the Annan administrations to the Ban Ki-moon administration, I presume, are continuing.  Are there any subjects that are being approached, currently?

Deputy Spokesman:  I have no other information, other than contacts are being made.

We now have Gail for you, the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly.

Briefing by the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly
Today, the Assembly is considering the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] and will take action on draft resolution (A/61/L.9).  There are some 26 speakers inscribed.  We have already heard from most of the regional groups and are now listening to the views of some of the other countries interested in this issue.  Opening the meeting, the acting President of the Assembly and Permanent Representative of Kuwait, Ambassador Abdullah Ahmed Mohamed Al-Murad, stated that the award of the Nobel Peace Prize, last year, to the IAEA and its Director General Mohamed ElBaradei, was an affirmation of their efforts to ensure that nuclear energy is used only for peaceful purposes.  The latest developments, in the area of nuclear proliferation, that have attracted international attention, Ambassador Al-Murad added, are an indication of why all Member States must continue to support the work of the IAEA.

In his opening statement, the Director General of the IAEA, Mohammed El Baradei, noted that next year would mark the 50th anniversary of his organization.  In this connection, he expressed the hope that, as the IAEA commemorated this anniversary, its goal would be to “broaden awareness of the scope of the IAEA’s mission and activities and to provide forums to review the challenges and opportunities.”  In a wide ranging statement, the Director-General touched on many issues, from the growing global expectations for nuclear power, and the important role of energy for development; the evolution of the IAEA’s technical cooperation programme; its assistance in mitigating cancer, through work in the field of radio therapy; to maintaining the safety and security of nuclear activities, around the world.  As expected, he spoke of the challenges posed by the nuclear non-proliferation and arms control regime and appealed to the 36 non-nuclear weapon States parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), who have not yet fulfilled their obligation to bring into force safeguard agreements with the Agency, to do so.

He spoke candidly about the implementation of safeguards in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, stressing that the organization remained ready to work with the DPRK and with all others, towards a solution that “addressed the needs of the international community to ensure that all nuclear activities in the DPRK are exclusively for peaceful purposes; while addressing the security and other concerns of the DPRK.”  On Iran, he expressed the hope that through dialogue between Iran, its European and other partners, “long overdue negotiations” would be conducted to achieve a comprehensive settlement that, on one hand, would “supplement IAEA verification efforts in addressing international concerns about the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme,” while on the other hand, addressing Iran’s security and other concerns.

The First Committee will, today, complete its work, one day ahead of schedule, for the main session of the General Assembly.  The Committee will take action on the last seven remaining draft resolutions.  The First Committee’s resolutions are grouped under seven clusters.  The Committee has completed consideration of all the issues under cluster 2, which looks at matters that fall under the title “Other weapons of Mass Destruction”; and cluster 3, which addresses matters of “Outer Space” disarmament aspects, in particular.  The remaining resolutions fall under the clusters 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7.

Under cluster 1, which deals with nuclear weapons -- there are two remaining draft resolutions, which will be considered today; the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty of the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the draft resolution on the establishment of nuclear free zones in Central Asia.  There remains one draft resolution on cluster 4 matters on conventional Weapons on assistance to States for curbing the illicit traffic in small arms and collecting them; and a second resolution, which deals with the surplus of conventional stockpiles and ammunition.  In cluster 5 there remains one resolution, under the title “Regional disarmament and security” and that is the item on the maintenance of international security, good neighbourliness, stability and development in South-East Asia.  Under cluster 6, which reads at “Other disarmament measures and international security”, one draft resolution remains on the Declaration of a Disarmament Decade (2008-2018).

The President of the General Assembly, Sheikha Haya Al Khalifa is on an official mission, combined with a personal visit, for a week.  Yesterday evening, she addressed the Sixth International Conference on New or Restored Democracies, in Doha, Qatar, noting that democracy is widely supported, because it provides a framework to promote human development and human rights.  She also called on the Conference to recognize that democracy was a process which took time and this was why, she noted, continued support for emerging democracies was important.  She added, “all of us recognize that there is no single model for democracy -- it cannot be imported.  Each country has its own unique path, based in history, and its political system.”

She stressed that any democracy should include the following key principles: a system where Government decisions on policy are vested in elected representatives; free, fair and frequent elections of these representatives; freedom of expression; access to alternative sources of information from Government; having the right to form and join independent associations; and inclusive citizenship where no one is excluded or discriminated against.  She urged States to support good governance, by, among other things, ratifying the United Nations Convention against Corruption.  That’s my report for today.  If there are any questions, I’ll take them.

Questions and Answers
Question:  What’s the latest on Venezuela and Guatemala?  The Latin Group?

Spokeswoman:  We haven’t heard anything except that they did have a meeting.  Their foreign ministers were here, but we haven’t heard anything about their discussions.  We haven’t heard anything that will tell us what will happen tomorrow.

Question:  So, at the moment we still have a vote scheduled in the morning?

Spokeswoman:  We have a vote scheduled for Tuesday, and Wednesday, if there is no solution.  But we do know they are talking.

Question:  Do you know how much it is costing the General Assembly to be tied up each day?

Spokeswoman:  Ah, that was your question.  We did check.  I’ve asked Stéphane to check as well, because it is not just the Department of General Assembly Affairs.  In trying to find out, we’ve discovered there are many areas involved.  It’s more than what you suggested and, I think, that amount you gave us was $20,000.  We do know that its more than that.  But, it involves security, facilities management, interpretation and other conference services.  It’s a wide range of services and it crosses departments, not just General Assembly Affairs, but you have DPI and other departments which are involved.  So, I’ve asked Steph to check on that for you.

Question:  But it’s more than 20,000 a day?

Spokeswoman:  Yes.

Question:  On the issue about the right of the NPT, did Mr. ElBaradei talk about the issue?

Spokeswoman:  He talked about Iran and Korea in the context, specifically, of the question of safeguards.  His statement is upstairs and you can look at it in detail.  I tried to give you a synopsis of what he said.  The emphasis is what I mentioned.  His hope was that on Iran there could be further negotiations that would meet the needs of both the international community and Iran, and expressed similar views on the situation of Korea.

Question:  Where did you say the President of the General Assembly was travelling to and when is she expected back?

Spokeswoman:  She addressed the Conference on New and Restored Democracies in Qatar.  She is going on a personal visit to Paris after that, and she should be back in the office next Monday.

Question: How long is ElBaradei going to be in town for?

Spokeswoman:  That I will have to double check for you.  Usually, they stay for just one or two days.

Question:  And he has no schedule, does he intend to give a briefing at all?

Spokeswoman:  I do not know about a briefing.  Usually he does, but I did not hear, this time, about a briefing.  We can check.

Question:  When the President of the GA is away -- this is kind of a protocol question.  I know there are a couple of dozen Vice-Presidents.  Do they have a new one each day, or does one person serve as President for that week, or what is the Protocol?

Spokeswoman:  It depends on the availability of the Vice-Presidents.  We have the Ambassador of Kuwait, who is serving for this week.

Question:  Are there any informal discussions in the corridors or among members of the Assembly taking place, regarding the reforms of the Security Council?

[The Spokeswoman misinterpreted the question, and will provide a response to the question tomorrow.]
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