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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 14 September  2006
            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
· Google maps spotlight Earth's changes, wonders (Agence France Presse)
· Bilder der Umweltzerstörung bei Google (Schweizer Depeschen Agentur)
· Buscador Google Earth ofrece nuevas imágenes sobre daños ambientales (Prensa Latina)
· Partenariat ONU-Google sur les menaces pesant sur l'environnement (Television Suisse Romande)
· Mediterranean 'a dumping ground' (BBC)

· Deversement de déchets toxiques à Abidjan (Le Patriote)
· UNEP probing Abidjan hazardous wastes dump (Angola Press)

· Dutch express ‘concern’ over I Coast waste (The Gulf Times)

· Líbano: el PNUMA y la Unión Europea presentan plan para limpiar derrames de petróleo (ADN Mundo)
· Liban : un désastre écologique (Tayyar/Politis)



Other Environment News
· Arctic sea ice shrinking faster, NASA finds (MSNBC)
· Rich nations have 'climate duty' (BBC)
· Bluefin Tuna Disappearing from Mediterranean Sea (ENS)

· Arctic Sea Ice Shrinks, a Sign of Greenhouse Effect (Reuters)
· Malaysia Denies Rain Forests Being Destroyed for Palm Oil Cultivation (AP)



Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROLAC
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  13 September 2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  13 September 2006 (Not available)
Agence France Presse: Google maps spotlight Earth's changes, wonders 

Wed Sep 13, 2:23 PM ET 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) -- Google began showcasing the world's natural wonders, famous haunts, and man-made changes on its global mapping service.

Google Earth offered "Featured Content" ranging from details of the Three Gorges Dam in China and King Tut's tomb in Egypt to Itsukushima Shrine in Japan and Pablo Picasso's favorite social spot in Sweden.

"We are excited to provide users with the opportunity to learn more about the natural wonders and manmade landmarks of the world," said John Hanke, director Google Earth and Maps.

"We believe Google Earth is an excellent medium for organizing and sharing the world's geographic information and we continue to explore opportunities to bring visually compelling and informative content into Google Earth."

Google created "multimedia overlays" that users can trigger by clicking icons that appear on a virtual globe.

Icons designated natural wonders, major landmarks or cities, and environmental changes such as deforestation in the Amazon and a shrinking glacier in Iceland.

Pop-up boxes provide images, brief information, and links to websites with more details.

The Mountain View, California, based online search giant's partners in the project included the United Nations Environmental Program; Discovery Networks World Tour; Jane Goodall Institute; Turn Here travel guides, and the US National Park Service.
____________________________________________________________________________

Schweizer Depeschen Agentur: Bilder der Umweltzerstörung bei Google 

[appears in Berner Rundschau, Aargauer Zeitung, Limmatt Online, Grenchner Tagbkatt, ...]

	


Rodungen im Regenwald, schmelzende Gletscher und sich rasant ausbreitende Städte - diese Bedrohungen für die Umwelt können Internetnutzer seit Mittwoch über das Programm «Google Earth» betrachten. 

Das Internetprogramm, das seinen rund 100 Millionen Nutzern Satellitenbilder der gesamten Erde liefert, hat neu Zugriff auf den Umweltatlas des Umweltprogramms der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP), wie die UNEP in Nairobi mitteilte. Die Bilder zeigen die teilweise dramatische Entwicklung von 100 ausgewählten Orten weltweit.

Laut UNEP-Chef Achim Steiner sollen die Aufnahmen «aufrütteln». Über «Google Earth» könnten Millionen Menschen erreicht und möglicherweise mobilisiert werden.

Zu sehen sind unter anderem Aufnahmen von den Zerstörungen des Amazonas-Regenwalds und des Aralsees, schmelzende Gletscherkappen sowie die rasant wachsende Stadt Las Vegas. (sda) 

____________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latina: Buscador Google Earth ofrece nuevas imágenes sobre daños ambientales

Washington, 13 sep (PL) Fotos y videos sobre zonas deforestadas y blogs de instituciones como el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) son los nuevos servicios del buscador Google Earth, comunicó su director John Hanke.

A partir de ahora podrán observarse imágenes satelitales de 100 zonas que han sufrido daños medioambientales, entre las que se encuentran áreas deforestadas de la selva amazónica y de los bosques subsaharianos.

A la información disponible del monte Kilimanjaro, en Tanzania, será añadida fotografías en las que se puede comparar la cantidad de nieve existente en 1976 y en la actualidad.

También el Instituto Jane Goodall sobre los chimpancés divulgará información sobre esos animales en Tanzania a través de una bitácora que será actualizada a diario.

Sobre el nuevo servicio del buscador, Hanke indicó que con su ayuda "podrá volarse alrededor de la Tierra para descubrir cosas nuevas sobre el planeta".


_____________________________________________________________________________

Television Suisse Romande;  Partenariat ONU-Google sur les menaces pesant sur l'environnement
14.9.2006

NAIROBI - La déforestation, la fonte des glaciers, ou l'explosion de l'urbanisation sont devenues mercredi des réalités visuelles tangibles pour les internautes. Cela grâce à un partenariat entre les Nations unies et le moteur de recherches Google.

Aux termes de ce partenariat, annoncé au siège du Programme de l'ONU pour l'environnement (PNUE) à Nairobi, les photos montrant l'évolution de 100 sites remarquables à travers le monde ont été mises en ligne. "Ces images satellites sont un appel à tous à se réveiller pour regarder les changements parfois dévastateurs" sur notre planète, commente le patron du PNUE, Achim Steiner.

Qualifiant la sélection de photos d'"imagerie spectaculaire" offrant une "nouvelle manière de visualiser les dangers que court notre planète aujourd'hui", M. Steiner estime que le partenariat avec le navigateur Google Earth permet d'atteindre "des millions de gens capables de se mobiliser".

Google Earth, qui propose des images satellite de la planète, a environ 100 millions d'utilisateurs dans le monde et aura désormais accès à l'atlas de l'environnement du PNUE.

Parmi les 100 sites retenus figurent la forêt amazonienne, les calottes glaciaires, la mer d'Aral, le lac Tchad, la rapide urbanisation de la ville américaine de Las Vegas, la destruction des mangroves en Asie, ou les effets de l'exploitation pétrolière dans la région canadienne d'Athabasca.

____________________________________________________________________________

BBC:  Mediterranean 'a dumping ground' 
13.9.2006

The United Nations has launched a campaign in Greece to clean up the Mediterranean, warning the sea is being treated like a dustbin. 
The UN Environment Programme (Unep) says millions of tonnes of sewage and toxic waste are dumped in the Mediterranean every year. 

They also warn sea animals are dying from mistakenly eating plastic bags. 

As part of a global clean-up campaign this weekend, thousands of volunteers will clear Mediterranean beaches. 

Saverio Cevili, of the UN's Mediterranean action plan, says the lack of concern for the environment must change. 

"A plastic bag before being degraded by the sea and sun will stay in the sea for 150 years. Even a cigarette can stay up to five years - the paper of the cigarette," he says. 

Hopeful 
But Mr Cevili says that while the Mediterranean is in crisis, it is not dying. 

	
	THE MEDITERRANEAN 

650m tonnes sewage 

60,000 tonnes mercury 

36,000 tonnes phosphates 


Its powers of recovery are still strong but the sea and its marine life need a helping hand, he says. 

The Clean Up the Mediterranean campaign this weekend is part of a global initiative. 

Volunteers from 13 countries across the Mediterranean Sea - including scout groups in Algeria - will engage in a range of environmental activities. 

The coastlines of Southern Europe, the Middle East and North Africa are home to 150 million people and an estimated 170 million tourists visit each year. 

Rapid urbanisation of coastal areas, marine pollution and dumping of toxic waste are threatening the diversity of the area, which is a global tourist attraction. 

The Mediterranean was also recently threatened by its worst ever environmental disaster after Israel's bombing of a power plant in Lebanon sent thousands of tonnes of fuel gushing into the sea. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Patriote (Cote d'Ivoire): Deversement de déchets toxiques à Abidjan
Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l’Environnement ouvre une enquête

A la demande du gouvernement ivoirien, le Programme des Nations unies pour l’Environnement (PNUE) enquête
pour savoir si le déversement de déchets dans la ville fortement peuplée d’Abidjan est lié à des exportations illégales en provenance de l’Europe.

Le siège du PNUE à Nairobi a annoncé mardi que le Secrétariat de la Convention de Bâle sur les déplacements transfrontaliers de déchets toxiques mène l’enquête.

Le secrétariat est aussi en train d’évaluer qui porte la responsabilité légale de cette catastrophe et si le fonds spécial
de la Convention peut être exploité pour soutenir des opérations de nettoyage.

“La catastrophe d’Abidjan est une illustration particulièrement douloureuse des souffrances humaines causées par le déversement illégal des déchets”, a déclaré le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Achim Steiner. Par ailleurs, le Bureau de l’ONU pour la Coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) a confirmé qu’une requête pour une assistance internationale a été formulée le 04 septembre, sur la base d’un plan de réaction à court et moyen termes qui nécessite 13,5 millions de dollars.
Les autorités ivoiriennes ont indiqué ne pas avoir la capacité d’évaluer totalement et d’atténuer le problème.
La section “Urgences environnementales” de l’OCHA surveille étroitement la situation et a proposé son assistance à la Côte d’Ivoire par le biais de la représentation de l’OCHA dans ce pays. Elle a aussi alerté la Commission européenne et les autres bailleurs de fonds francophones sur la situation.
Un groupe spécial inter-agences a été mis sur pied en Côte d’Ivoire pour coordonner les réactions des agences de l’ONU à la situation et les requêtes d’assistance du gouvernement.

Source : « Panapress »

________________________________________________________________________

Angola Press: UNEP probing Abidjan hazardous wastes dump

Nairobi, Kenya, 09/13 - At the request of the Government of C"te d`Ivoire, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is investigating whether the wastes dumped in the densely populated city of Abidjan are linked to illegal exports from Europe.

The UNEP headquarters here said Tuesday the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes is leading the investigation.

The Secretariat is also assessing where legal responsibility for the disaster may lie and whether the Convention`s trust fund can be tapped to support clean-up operations.

"The disaster in Abidjan is a particularly painful illustration of the human suffering caused by the illegal dumping of wastes," said UNEP executive director Achim Steiner.

Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has confirmed that a request for international assistance was made on 4 September, based on a short- and medium- term response plan that requires $13.5 million.

National authorities have indicated that they do not have the capacity to assess fully and mitigate the problem. The OCHA Environmental Emergencies Section is monitoring the situation closely, and has offered assistance to Cote d`Ivoire through the OCHA office in the country. It has also alerted the European Commission and other Francophone donors to the situation. 

An inter-agency task force has been established in Cote d`Ivoire to coordinate UN agencies response to the situation and the Government`s request for assistance. 


_____________________________________________________________________________

The Gulf Times (Qatar): Dutch express ‘concern’ over I Coast waste 

Publish Date: Thursday,14 September, 2006, at 12:48 AM Doha Time

	

	


ABIDJAN: A Holland-based multinational firm which unloaded almost 600 tonnes of toxic waste in the Ivory Coast capital that poisoned over 10,000 people and killed six expressed its “concern” yesterday.

Oil storage and distribution firm Trafigura claimed it had respected all international conventions on waste disposal and had handed the waste to certified Ivorian firm Compagnie Tommy for disposal.

“Trafigura is very concerned about the reports regarding the health of the Abidjan population and is actively seeking ways of assisting the authorities in any and every way that it can,” the company said in a statement.
“Senior executives from the company are in Abidjan and are working with the authorities there to try to establish what happened after the slops were unloaded,” it said in the statement posted on its website.
Trafigura chartered Probo Koala, a ship owned by Greek company Prime Marine Management Inc, which unloaded 581 tonnes of toxic waste at the Abidjan port in August.

It said it had communicated with “the authorities of the nature of the slops (gasoline cargo residue washings)” along with a written request that the material should be safely disposed of according to country laws.
The vessel was initially supposed to have discharged the waste in Amsterdam, but contractual hitches forced it to seek another disposal point as it had a schedule to collect gasoline blend stock from Estonia destined for Nigeria.
It stopped in Abidjan to off-load the waste after delivering the gasoline stock to Nigeria.
“Following completion of its voyage to Nigeria, the most appropriate place in terms of geography and ability to deal with these slops was Abidjan,” it said.

Netherlands authorities said an attempt to unload the waste at its Amsterdam port was called off because of complaints about the noxious smell before the ship left for Estonia.
Seven Ivorians, including heads of three local companies - Puma Energie, Waibs and Tommy - have been arrested over the dumping of the highly toxic waste at open-air garbage sites across Abidjan.
Paul Bouhoun Bouabre, a member of the ministerial committee appointed to deal with the crisis, said Ivory Coast had “no intention of becoming the world’s garbage dump” and would invoke every international convention available to obtain justice in the affair. AFP

Meanwhile, in Geneva, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said yesterday it was optimistic it would track down those responsible for the toxic waste dumping in Ivory Coast, but added it had no “concrete answers” so far.
“There are many actors involved, the Dutch broker, the ship’s owner, the crew, local companies, a large cast of characters,” said Michael Williams of UNEP, which runs the Secretariat of the Basle Convention, which sets out international law on hazardous waste.

About 500cu m of toxic waste were transported to and dumped in the West African nation. The ship also stopped at several ports further obscuring the trail.

“Many people are saying many different things,” said Williams.
Most of the victims have complained of nausea, breathing problems, rashes and diarrhoea.
Meanwhile the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (Unicef) has sent $50,000 worth of medical supplies to the area. 

The WHO has also sent a team to assess health needs. – Agencies

____________________________________________________________________________

ADN Mundo:  Líbano: el PNUMA y la Unión Europea presentan plan para limpiar derrames de petróleo 

13.9.2006

Se calcula que fueron derramadas entre 10.000 y 15.000 toneladas de crudo en los bombardeos israelíes el mes pasado

El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) y la Unión Europea adoptaron hoy en Grecia un plan de acción para limpiar el petróleo vertido en el Mar Mediterráneo a raíz de los bombardeos israelíes a una planta de electricidad libanesa el mes pasado en la contaminación afectó unos 150 kilómetros de la costa del Líbano y llegó hasta Siria. 

El plan, presentado durante una reunión celebrada en el puerto de Pireo a instancias de la Organización Marítima Internacional (OMI), incluye una inspección aérea inmediata de la zona afectada y el establecimiento de una fuerza de expertos permanente en lugar. 

Ese grupo actuará como asesor del Ministerio de Medio Ambiente del Líbano y será proporcionado por los países que donen fondos para la limpieza. 

El director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Achim Steiner, dijo después de la reunión que en el conflicto en el Líbano, además de los civiles inocentes de ambos lados, hubo otra víctima: la costa libanesa. 

Esto va a repercutir en la salud de sus habitantes, en sus medios de vida, su desarrollo económico, los ecosistemas, la pesca, el turismo y en la fauna amenazada. 

“Ahora que las bombas han cesado y se han silenciado las armas, tenemos la oportunidad de evaluar rápidamente la magnitud real del problema y finalmente movilizar el apoyo para limpiar el petróleo y restaurar la costa”, declaró Steiner.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Tayyar/Politis: Liban : un désastre écologique

2006-09-14 
Politis

Claude-Marie Vadrot:

Le Liban s’apprête à porter plainte contre Israël pour les terribles dommages provoqués par les bombardements sur l’environnement.


Les dernières images satellites recueillies par le Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (Pnue) attestent que la marée noire qui a envahi le littoral du Liban depuis le bombardement de la centrale de Jiyyey, au sud de Beyrouth, s’étend désormais sur plus d’une centaine de kilomètres. Elle est parvenue depuis le 2 août sur une partie de la côte syrienne et menace la Turquie. Les analyses faites sur place et depuis l’espace montrent qu’en certains endroits l’épaisseur de la couche dépasse cinquante centimètres, dans la mesure où le fuel continue de s’écouler. C’est la plus grave marée noire jamais connue par la Méditerranée, le désastre que le Centre de lutte contre les pollutions de Malte redoute depuis des années pour cette mer fermée et sans marée. La quantité de produit pétrolier dépasse la pollution provoquée il y a quelques années en France par l’Erika, le tonnage déversé étant largement supérieur à 20 000 tonnes, et le produit beaucoup plus lourd, difficile à neutraliser et ne s’évaporant pratiquement pas.

Les appels à l’aide internationale du gouvernement libanais sont restés lettre morte : les équipes de Malte, les spécialistes français du Centre de documentation de recherche et d’expérimentations sur les pollutions accidentelles des eaux (Cedre), tout comme les Italiens, tous sollicités, ne sont pas encore en mesure, malgré une réunion d’urgence fin août, d’acheminer des équipes de secours, des produits et du matériel. Tous ont fait savoir, comme les Nations unies, qu’ils ne pourraient intervenir que lorsque le blocus israélien sera levé. De toute façon, il est déjà largement trop tard. Comme toujours dans les conflits, petits et grands, l’environnement et la nature constituent le cadet des soucis des belligérants. Bien sûr, il y a les morts, les blessés, les infrastructures détruites, mais, pour la destruction, il faudra attendre des années pour que les conséquences pesant sur les vivants commencent à disparaître. Au Liban comme en Israël.

Cette marée noire, la première au monde à ne pas pouvoir être traitée, dans la mesure où le fuel se mélange aux sables et coule peu à peu sur le fond, compromet le tourisme pour des années. Quant aux pêcheurs, leur activité est également compromise pour une longue période, la plupart des poissons et des crustacés sont détruits et leurs frayères colmatées. La mortalité serait proche, déjà, de 100 %. Tout comme pour des milliers d’oiseaux. Avant le cessez-le-feu, le Pnue n’a jamais pu obtenir la certitude que ses spécialistes ne seraient pas bombardés par l’aviation israélienne.

La marée noire a également entraîné, dans les heures qui ont suivi le bombardement, une pollution atmosphérique qui a affecté les voies respiratoires de milliers de personnes, notamment les enfants. Cette pollution de l’air n’est pas la seule : de nombreuses usines et réservoirs des régions de Tyr et de Beyrouth contenant des produits chimiques industriels (notamment du chlore et des acides) ont été touchés par les bombardements. Ces produits se sont en partie dispersés dans les airs, le reste est passé dans le sol et gagne lentement les nappes phréatiques, dont certaines offrent déjà de l’eau impropre à la consommation.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

MSNBC: Arctic sea ice shrinking faster, NASA finds 

Researchers cite global warming in one study, winds in another

By Jeanna Bryner
LiveScience

Updated: 5:35 p.m. ET Sept. 13, 2006

[image: image1.png]


A pair of new studies shows that winter sea ice in the Arctic has shrunk dramatically in the past two years and that perennial ice in particular is disappearing.

Two types of sea ice cover the Arctic Ocean: thick perennial ice that resists thaw year-round and thinner seasonal ice that melts during the summer and freezes again in the winter. Both types are experiencing decline, according to analyses of microwave satellite data.

Researchers led by Joey Comiso of NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland found that the amount of ice covering the Arctic has declined by 6 percent over each of the last two winters, compared to a loss of merely 1.5 percent per decade since 1979. 

Comiso's team did not distinguish between perennial and seasonal ice, but he told LiveScience most of the loss was likely seasonal ice. 

"This amount of Arctic sea ice reduction the past two consecutive winters has not taken place before during the 27 years satellite data has been available," Comiso said.

The researchers said that warming temperatures and a shorter winter-ice season are likely to blame. 

"In the past, sea-ice reduction in winter was significantly lower per decade compared to summer sea ice retreat," Comiso said. "What's remarkable is that we've witnessed sea ice reduction at 6 percent per year over just the last two winters, most likely a result of warming due to greenhouse gases."

Losing perennial ice
Another study led by Son Nghiem of NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory measured the extent and distribution of perennial sea ice in the Arctic using NASA’s QuikScat satellite. 

In addition to finding a loss of the ice cover extent, the team found a stark change in ice distribution. The perennial ice shrunk abruptly by 14 percent between 2004 and 2005, with an overall decrease of 280,000 square miles (725,200 square kilometers) — an area the size of Texas.

That's a much faster rate than NASA's earlier data, which found that between 1979 and 2003 Arctic perennial sea ice had been decreasing at a rate of 9 percent per decade, with the most significant loss in 2001, 2002 and 2003.

While perennial ice can reach a thickness of more than 10 feet (3 meters), seasonal ice thickness ranges from 1 to 7 feet (0.3 to 2 meters). 

The team is still trying to figure out the reason for the shrinking ice cover. Typically, a loss of sea ice results from an increase in temperatures, which causes the ice to melt. However, Nghiem suggested that, in this case, strong winds pushed the thicker sea ice from the East to the West Arctic Ocean, sending giant chunks of ice along the eastern coast of Greenland toward warmer climes. That means this once melt-resistant ice could melt.  

Possible consequences
More seasonal ice floating atop the Arctic Ocean could have dire consequences for the surrounding water. Seasonal ice "can absorb more sunlight during the summer, because it has a lower albedo,” Nghiem told LiveScience.

Albedo is a measure of how much light a surface reflects.

The thick ice, which has increased in thickness as layer upon layer of snow melts and freezes on top of it, contains loads of air bubbles. “These bubbles scatter the sunlight out of the ice so less solar energy can be absorbed,” Nghiem said. The seasonal ice doesn’t contain these sun-scattering bubbles, and thus absorbs more sunlight. 

If the perennial sea ice cover continues to decline and be replaced by thinner ice, the surrounding ocean could get warmer, further accelerating summer ice melts and impeding fall freeze-ups, the scientists said.

______________________________________________________________________

BBC: Rich nations have 'climate duty' 

14.9.2006

Rich nations must do far more to help poor countries cope with the consequences of climate change, an influential report is expected to say. 
The review will also say emissions need to be cut now, the BBC has learned. 

The author, former World Bank chief economist Sir Nicholas Stern, argues it will be cheaper to act now rather than try to deal with the problem later. 

UK Chancellor Gordon Brown commissioned Sir Nicholas to examine the economics of climate change and its impacts. 

Mr Brown and the UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair, hope the findings will end a long-running debate between economists about the best way to tackle global warming. 

Some, mainly liberal economists from the US, say there is uncertainty over how bad climate change will be. Therefore, they believe, money should not be wasted on costly measures to curb emissions. They think the best solution is to invest the money in adapting to potential consequences. 

The opposing view, supported by the UK and other EU nations, holds that emissions need to be cut as soon as possible. 

Mexico meeting 
Sir Nicholas will say that the West will also have to pay far more to help poor nations cope with the problems caused by carbon emissions. 

Bangladesh is one nation that experts believe will be hardest hit by a warming world. 

Climatologists say the country's rainy season will be compacted, resulting in more flooding during the monsoon season and intense droughts during longer summers. 

Because Bangladesh is situated on low-lying ground, it is also expected to be hit by rising sea levels, experts warn. 

Between 10-30 million people could be forced from their homes by the end of the century, say Bangladeshi government officials. 

Environment Minister Jafrul Chowdhury expressed anger at the lack of international progress on tackling climate change. 

"Our people will be helpless and homeless, but without any reason. We are not responsible for this," he told BBC News. 

Mr Blair and Mr Brown hope the findings will work to unite international efforts to combat the impacts of climate change. 

Sir Nicholas is expected to present his conclusions to the leaders of the world's wealthiest nations at a G8 climate meeting in Mexico at the beginning of October. 

_______________________________________________________________________

Environmnet News Service: Bluefin Tuna Disappearing from Mediterranean Sea 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, September 13, 2006 (ENS) - Wild populations of bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean Sea have plummeted in the past decade, conservationists told the European Parliament's Fisheries Committee on Tuesday. Bluefin tuna are almost completely gone from some of the Mediterranean's oldest fishing grounds, WWF said, and new data indicates the species is in serious peril. 

"The situation is alarming," said Roberto Mielgo Bregazzi, a fishing expert with WWF, which presented the data to the committee. "The Mediterranean bluefin tuna species is under threat and many jobs in the tuna fishery are being jeopardized." 

The data show particular concern for the area around Spain's Balearic Islands in the western Mediterranean. Catches in the area are down to just 15 per cent of what they were just a decade ago. 

In 1995, more than 14,000 metric tons of tuna were caught in the area - that figure fell to 2,270 tons this year. 

Bluefin tuna farms in the Mediterranean have also experience substantial decline, WWF said, another sign the species is in sharp decline. 

Unlike aquaculture, where fish are bred and reared in captivity, tuna farming uses fish captured in the wild. From 2006's catches of wild Mediterranean tuna, some 22,520 tons have been put in captivity and farmed, a 25 percent reduction compared to 30,000 tons farmed last year. 

Tuna farming is a booming, but unsustainable, industry in the Meditteranean. (Photo by Jorge Sierra courtesy WWF-Canon)

Six Spanish tuna ranches have already ceased operating altogether because there were simply no more tuna, WWF said. 

"We fear for our jobs," said Marta Crespo Márquez, director general of a traditional tuna fishing association in Spain. "The EU has still not reacted to repeated warnings from scientists and we are looking to our elected representatives to take their responsibilities seriously." 

The public hearing with the fisheries committee featured a range of stakeholders, all of whom agreed that urgent action is needed to stop illegal overfishing and to find a way to sustainably fish the lucrative species. 

But how to best do that is a source of considerable debate. Bluefin tuna live on the two coasts of the Atlantic, and have been traditionally exploited by European fishermen. 

According to scientific experts present at the hearing, France, Italy and Spain together make up 50 percent of worldwide bluefin tuna catches, while around 80 percent of the Eastern Atlantic stock is caught in the Mediterranean. 

The economics of the issue present a significant challenge to conservationists - the demand for bluefin tuna continues to grow and the trade can be highly lucrative. 

And new technologies and fishing methods in the Mediterranean, in particular the practice of fattening tuna in fish farms, has caused prices to drop and prompted fishermen to increase catches to make up the difference. 

Enrique Rodríguez Marín, an expert at the Spanish Oceanographic Institute, said the result is that some "50 000 tons of tuna are caught every year, while about 25 000 tons would be sustainable." 

The committee discussed a range of ideas to reverse the decline, including raising the minimum size limits, introducing age limits of catches, and closing tuna spawning areas to fishing. 

WWF echoed suggestions to close spawning grounds and increase size limits and also urged the European Commission to implement improved monitoring of fishing and farming activities and to call for the presence of observers on board all tuna vessels and in tuna farms 

The meeting came as EU officials are preparing for an upcoming meeting of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas - known as ICCAT. 

WWF wants the EU to push for the stricter protection of the Mediterranean bluefin tuna at ICCAT's annual meeting, which will be held in November in Dubrovnik, Croatia.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Arctic Sea Ice Shrinks, a Sign of Greenhouse Effect

US: September 14, 2006

WASHINGTON - Arctic perennial sea ice -- the kind that stays frozen year-round -- declined by 14 percent between 2004 and 2005, climate scientists said on Wednesday, in what one expert saw as a clear sign of greenhouse warming.

Researchers have been monitoring the shrinking polar ice cap with satellites since the 1970s. What is new, and remarkable to scientists, is that the decline has been observed in winter as well as summer.

"The greenhouse phenomenon is actually becoming apparent in the Arctic," said Josefino Comiso of NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center outside Washington DC. "The winter warming signal is finally coming out."

Perennial sea ice used to be fairly stable in the Arctic, with declines of about 1.5 percent to 2 percent per decade, Comiso said in a telephone news conference. But in 2005 and 2006, this perennial ice was 6 percent smaller than the average amount over the past 26 years.

Another NASA team based at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California, used a satellite to calculate that Arctic perennial sea ice shrank by 14 percent between 2004 and 2005.

Summer sea ice has also declined dramatically in recent years, but 2006 is unlikely to eclipse 2005's record for summer ice-melt at the top of the world because of the cooling effects of a particularly stormy August, said Mark Serreze of the National Snow and Ice Data Center in Boulder, Colorado.

September is the month when sea ice is at its lowest ebb in the Arctic, making it a good time to gauge the health of the system of freezing and melting around the North Pole.

"What we're seeing now is that the health of the system is not particularly good," Serreze said.

WARMING THE ARCTIC

A satellite image taken on Monday showed Arctic sea ice shrinking away from its normal summer boundaries. One image showed a strange big hole in the summer ice north of Alaska. The hole, called a polynya, is probably about the size of the state of Maryland. Such a feature has never been seen in this area before, Serreze said.

Shrinking Arctic ice means less sunlight gets reflected and more gets absorbed, exacerbating the problem of warming. It also threatens Arctic species, notably polar bears, said Claire Parkinson, a research scientist at the Goddard center.

The polar bear population in Canada's Hudson Bay has dropped from 1,200 in 1989 to about 950 in 2004, a decline of 22 percent, Parkinson said at the teleconference.

Polar bears typically hunt on Arctic ice, but when ice is depleted, they will forage on land, she said. This has led to more sightings in Inuit settlements, but does not mean that the number of polar bears is increasing.

Most scientists believe global warming is due in some measure to the greenhouse effect, which occurs when so-called greenhouse gases are emitted into the atmosphere. These gases trap in Earth's heat like the glass walls of a greenhouse. Greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide, are byproducts of the burning of fossil fuels.

Environmentalists saw this research as more evidence of human-generated greenhouse emissions.

"It is not too late to save the Arctic, but it requires that we begin to slow carbon dioxide emissions this decade," James Hansen, director of NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York, said in a statement.

Story by Deborah Zabarenko, Environment Correspondent

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_____________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press: Malaysia Denies Rain Forests Being Destroyed for Palm Oil Cultivation

September 13, 2006 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — Malaysia pledged to preserve its tropical rain forests Wednesday despite efforts to expand palm oil cultivation for lucrative bio-fuel projects. 

Claims by U.S. and European environment groups that thousands of hectares (acres) of jungle have been cleared to make way for new plantations are false, said S. Vijayaratnam, parliamentary secretary of the Plantation Industries and Commodities Ministry. 

Current palm oil cultivation is only carried out in existing plantations and farms, Vijayaratnam was quoted as saying by the national news agency, Bernama. 

"We're only striving to enhance yield and also the oil extraction ratio," Vijayaratnam said in a briefing at Parliament. He couldn't immediately be reached to confirm the comments. 

Malaysia, the world's biggest palm oil producer, has been working to promote fuel blended with palm oil as an alternative to traditional fuel. Global interest in alternative energy sources has increased amid escalating crude oil prices. 

But Western activists warn that the palm oil industry in Malaysia and neighboring Indonesia -- coupled with rampant logging activities -- was destroying large tracts of forests and encroaching on the habitats of endangered species. 

Malaysia is researching other crops and vegetables that could be blended into bio-fuels, Vijayaratnam said, noting that bio-diesel is believed to be better for the environment because it uses renewable resources and contains less sulfur and hydrocarbons compared to pure fossil fuels. 

Source: Associated Press 
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UN or UNEP in the news

Millions of volunteers clean up world iconic sites

Thursday, 14 September 2006, 10:21 am, Press Release: Clean Up The World Campaign  

MEDIA RELEASE - 13 SEPTEMBER 2006

Millions of volunteers clean up the world’s iconic sites

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sydney, Australia - What do the Nile River, Copacabana Beach and Sydney Harbour have in common? All three will be among the many sites of community-led environmental clean ups taking place next weekend as part of the global Clean Up the World campaign.

Over 600 members, mobilising over 35 million volunteers from 122 countries, will participate in this year's Clean Up the World Weekend, celebrated globally on 15-17 September. 

The campaign, held in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), has grown steadily since the inaugural event in 1993. Activities range from cleaning up small villages to overhauling entire countries. Across many regions communities also implement recycling and educational programmes, as well as water and energy conservation projects.

Since the start of the campaign, Clean Up the World members worldwide have collected an estimated 3,574,991 tonnes of rubbish - enough to fill 5,710 Olympic size swimming pools. Plastic, glass, metal and cigarette butts are among the most commonly found rubbish items every year.

"From the world's iconic sites to the sites of significance to remote local communities, Clean Up the World campaign brings people together in a meaningful activity that changes their lives and environment for the better," said the campaign's Chairman and Founder Ian Kiernan, Recipient of the Order of Australia.

"Clean Up the World mobilizes people around a powerful idea - taking the challenge of environment and sustainable development to our front doors, our backyards, and everywhere else around the globe. It comes with another idea that UNEP strongly believes in: that what we consider waste and rubbish today could become a resource for tomorrow," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

Volunteers from fourteen countries across the Mediterranean Sea will engage in a wide range of activities going from underwater clean ups to environmental parades in a joint effort to promote greener living in this iconic region. 

In Egypt, the Arab Office for Youth and the Environment is focusing on the Clean Up the Nile initiative with participation of 17 cities, which seeks to highlight the River's importance for agriculture and development in this desertification-prone region.

School children, divers, snorkellers and community volunteers will be cleaning up the world-famous Copacabana beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. This clean up event is coordinated by Brazil's popular TV show "Programa Na Praia" ("On the Beach"), which raises environmental awareness across the country.

On the island of Newfoundland, off Canada's Atlantic coast, Ocean Net volunteers will celebrate the 1000th marine clean up conducted since the group's establishment in 1997 with underwater and beach clean ups at Topsail Beach.

In China's City of Shaoxing, situated in the Yangtze River delta, about 100 cycling enthusiasts will collect roadside rubbish during a bike ride on the Clean Up the World weekend, targeting in particular plastic bags and drink containers.

In Australia, where the Clean Up the World campaign started fourteen years ago, volunteers will remove rubbish from the Sydney Harbour and Lane Cove National Park. Dozens more Australian volunteers will work with overseas communities as far as Ghana, the Philippines and the Kingdom of Tonga to help improve local environment and livelihoods, promoting this Australian campaign across the world.

"Many communities across the globe have faced uncertainty over the past year. Clean Up the World is an opportunity to break down geographical and political barriers by working together to look after our shared environment. I encourage more groups to join us in creating greener cities and communities across the world," concluded Ian Kiernan. ENDS

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/CU0609/S00116.htm 

UN environment agency to mobilize millions of volunteers to clean up world sites

UN News Centre

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

13 September 2006 – Some 35 million volunteers from 122 countries are expected take part this weekend in rubbish-clearing efforts at sites across the globe as part of the annual Clean Up the World Weekend, which is held in conjunction with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

“Clean Up the World mobilizes people around a powerful idea – taking the challenge of environment and sustainable development to our front doors, our backyards, and everywhere else around the globe,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner in a statement.

Volunteers will pick up trash on beaches, in villages and at various other sites around the world, among them Australia’s Sydney Harbour, the Nile River in Egypt, Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana Beach, and the Chinese city of Shaoxing.

Additionally, there will be environmental parades, and community implementation of recycling and educational programs, as well as water and energy conservation projects.

Since its launch in 1993, the Clean Up the World Weekend campaign has collected an estimated 3.5 million tonnes of rubbish, enough to fill 5,710 Olympic size swimming pools. Plastic, glass, metal and cigarette butts are among the most commonly found items.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=19819&Cr=&Cr1= 

13 - 'Underground River' Puerto Princesa's main tourist     

Bayanihan.org, Philippines, Thursday, September 14 2006 @ 12:32 AM BST

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tourism  

The magnificent St. Paul Subterranean River National Park (SSRNP), more famously known as the "Underground River" in Sitio Sabang, Barangay Cabayugan, this city, continues to attract foreign and domestic tourists.

James Albert Mendoza, park manager, said the Underground River is still Puerto Princesa's principal attraction, with 31,154 tourists visiting it from January to August this year.

Out of the total number of visitors, 24,342 were local and 6,812 were foreigners.

The national park, located some 81 kilometers from the city proper, was declared a World Heritage Site by the United Nations Environment, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

It is said to be the longest navigable underground river in the world, runs for eight kilometers and spills out into the South China Sea.

It also features cathedral-like caverns and domes, with stalactite and stalagmite formations that resemble religious images.

Several threatened animal species such as the Palawan Phesant Peacock and Philippine Cockatoo are found in the SSRNP.

The park is likewise a haven for hikers, biologists, photographers, students and nature lovers. (PNA) 

-- This message has been scanned for viruses and dangerous content by Balita MailScanner, and is believed to be clean.

http://www.bayanihan.org/html/article.php/20060914003209252 

General Environment News
West Bengal's wetlands under threat 

Down to Earth, 13 September 2006, MAUREEN NANDINI MITRA, Pradip Saha / CSE 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WEST Bengal chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee signed a much-hyped deal with the Salim Group of Indonesia for investments up to Rs 20,000 crore in infrastructure development on July 31. Billed the “New Kolkata International Development Project," the deal includes expressways, bridges, special economic zones, industrial hubs and health and knowledge cities. One of the deal’s components — a proposed 85-km, four-lane expressway from Barasat, headquarters of North 24-Parganas district, to Raichak in South 24-Parganas — has Kolkata environmentalists worried.

The Eastern Link Highway, as it is to be called, will be connected to the Haldia port by a bridge over the Hooghly river.

Ten “mini-townships” comprising clusters of commercial complexes with resorts, shops, motels, food courts and gas stations, are proposed along the route. Bhattacharjee hopes the road, which will require the acquisition of roughly 1,000 hectares (ha), will be completed in two years. 

The highway was initially proposed in 2004 as a 60-km “outer ring road” for the city and a “highway backbone” for Bengal, providing an unbroken link between the north and the south. State leaders see the road as an immediate requirement, given the city’s recent phenomenal growth along its eastern fringes. The plan was to start the highway from the Barasat Bypass, run it past Rajarhat township and behind the Calcutta Leather Complex and have it meet the National Highway 117 at Shirakhol. From there, it would branch off, with one fork leading to Raichak and the other terminating at Falta.

Not mapped

Government officials say the actual route of the highway hasn’t been mapped yet, but ecologists familiar with the geography of the area say it’s unlikely such a road can be built without cutting through the East Calcutta Wetlands — supposedly a protected Ramsar site (the Ramsar list contains all internationally significant wetlands) — and disrupting its fragile ecosystem. They also fear the road which will pass through much undeveloped open land, will spur rampant unplanned growth along its route, as has been seen along the vip Road in north Kolkata, and the southern half of the Eastern Metropolitan Bypass. They’re therefore demanding the state make the proposed highway route public before finalising the project.

“I’d like them to show me how they are going to map the road without flouting the Ramsar convention,” says Dhrubajyoti Ghosh, former chief environment officer of the state who was instrumental in getting 12,500 ha of the wetland area listed as an internationally protected site in 2002. Ghosh was also joint director of the state planning board in 1985 when the wetlands area was mapped. “If the road indeed goes through the wetlands as we are suspecting, then God alone can save the wetlands,” he said.

The highway could, in the long run, raise a stink in Kolkata. Literally. If the wetlands’ ecological balance is affected, the city would lose its natural, and only, sewage treatment plant. 

The Kolkata Municipal Corporation (kmc) area generates roughly 600 million litres of sewage and wastewater everyday and more than 2,500 tonnes of garbage. The wastewater flows through underground sewers to pumping stations in the eastern fringe of the city, and is then pumped into open channels. kmc’s responsibility ends with taking the wastewater to the outfall channels and dumping the solid waste at designated sites in the wetlands. Thereafter, some 254 sewage-fed fisheries, agricultural and solid waste farms in the wastelands take over.

Its unique ecosystem uses wastewater in fisheries and agriculture and in the process purifies it to a standard pretty much equal to many urban secondary level treatment plants (The garbage dump areas are used to raise a variety of vegetables. The city receives about 150 tonnes of vegetables daily from these ‘garbage farms’). The resource recovery system developed by the local people over many years using wastewater from the city is the largest and the only one of its kind in the world. Ghosh estimates the wetlands save the city about Rs 400 crore in capital expenditure and recurring maintenance cost on water treatment plants. Besides, agriculture and aquaculture in the wetlands provide significant income for sustaining livelihoods of thousands of families living in the area.

According to a recent study by Kolkata-based economist Gautam Gupta, the wetlands generate a value of Rs 92.45 crore per year and provide income (Rs 2,000-Rs 3,000 per household per month) to sustain livelihoods of poor residing in wetlands. Apart from this, the wetlands are also home to waterfowl and a large biodiversity.

The wetlands, it’s obvious, are crucial to Kolkata’s survival. 

High cost 

The idea behind the highway proposal — to connect special economic zones and ports to the north and south of Kolkata by a road that skirts the city, avoids traffic congestion and speeds goods traffic — may be sensible. Especially given that Barasat is on the chief trade route to Bangladesh across the Petrapole-Benapole border, the proposed chemical hub at Haldia and projected growth along the corridor and up north in Bankura and East and West Midnapore districts. But its actual socio-economic cost in terms of its impact on the wetlands may be too high for the state to bear.

Sukanta Chaudhuri of Jadavpur University, who has studied the road systems in and around the city, says the Barasat-Raichak highway will split the wetlands ecosystem into disparate fragments and it won’t be long before the unviable bits disappear. “I don’t know how it can be built without splitting up the wetlands,” he says. “To avoid that either you’d have to go into the city or go south-east and no matter how east or south you go, you’re bound to touch the wetlands. I even doubt if they can do it technically avoiding areas within the Ramsar site.” Chaudhari suggests the state look at alternate means of connecting Haldia and Barasat. Such as, a corridor through Howrah district, since Barasat is already linked to Howrah via a bridge at Bally and will soon have another link via the Belghoria expressway, which is nearing completion.

However, state officials insist the proposed highway will not harm the wetlands. They say it will skirt the wetlands by 2-3 km and no water bodies will be encroached upon. “Wherever the land contours are low we will have culverts and bridges, the waters will not be divided, nor will the flow of wastewater from west to east be impeded,” says Netai Kundu of the state-run Institute of Wetland Management and Ecological Design. “There will be no heavy industry close to the road that will cause pollution, only information technology industries and housings.” He said the state was yet to complete an environmental impact assessment of the proposal. A proper plan for the expressway should be ready by September.

No respite for the wetlands, is what it all translates into.

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/Full6.asp?FolderName=20060915&FileNAme=news&sid=3&sec_id=4 

Scientists solve riddle of El Niño and Indian monsoon 

7 September 2006, Source: SciDev.Net 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[NEW DELHI] Scientists have solved the riddle of why some El Niño events cause the Indian monsoon to fail while others do not, which may lead to more accurate forecasts of drought.

The extremes of weather associated with El Niño are caused by the periodic warming of the surface of the Pacific Ocean.

Severe droughts in India have always occurred in El Niño years, yet every El Niño does not cause monsoon failure and drought — a mystery that researchers have been struggling to crack.

Accurate monsoon prediction is crucial to India's economy: nearly one-fifth of the country's gross domestic product comes from agriculture. Even moderate crop failures have severe economic and societal impacts.  

Research published online by Science today (7 September) shows that it depends on whether the surface of the equatorial Pacific Ocean is warmest in the east, along Latin America, or closer to the centre.

Martin Hoerling of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Earth System Research Laboratory in Boulder, United States, and his colleagues say India is more prone to drought when the warm Pacific temperatures typical of El Niño extend westwards into the central Pacific Ocean.

The team analysed 23 strong El Niño years and their links to 13 droughts and 10 drought-free years in India, using satellite observations of sea surface temperatures and historical data of rainfall over central India.

Having found that drought was associated with warm water in the central Pacific, they used computer models to mimic the patterns, which confirmed their findings. 

The researchers suggest that the "two flavours of El Niño" might affect the Indian monsoon differently through the tropical Walker circulation — an east-west wind over the Pacific.

The scientists say their research does not rule out the possibility that other factors, such as Indian ocean temperatures, also play a role.

And changes in ocean temperatures brought about by human-induced climate change could also affect the intensity of the Indian monsoon, they add.

Link to full paper in Science
Reference: Science doi:10.1126/science.1131152 (2006)

People’s lifestyle poses serious risks to environment – Filoni 

Manila Bulletin, Philippines, By LESLIE ANN G. AQUINO

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Papal Nuncio Archbishop Fernando Filoni said yesterday the environment is exposed to serious risks because of the people’s lifestyle. In his message for this month’s observance of "Clean Up the World and International Coastal Clean Up," Filoni said creation, God’s gift to humanity, was and continues to be exposed to serious risks because of the lifestyle of God’s masterpiece, man and woman. 

"Every time, humanity degrades itself, man exacts a toll on creation, and degrades creation in the process," he said.

The papal nuncio said extravagance, decadence, wastefulness, and even the search for power damage creation to a scale that is unimaginable. "We are witnesses of our own greed: major oil spills, global warming, and the greenhouse effect, forest degradation, soil erosion, famine, flood, heat waves, and more are frank reminders that as His masterpieces, we are responsible for all the other things the Almighty God has gifted us with," he said.

Filoni urged the faithful to help preserve God’s gift for the sake of future generations by not squandering the resources and using them with respect to their nature and in conscientious solidarity with fellow human beings. 

"Let us bind ourselves to protect what God has given us, and so use the gift wisely," Filoni said. 

"World Clean- Up" month in the Philippines is celebrated through Presidential Proclamation No. 244, while Presidential Proclamation No. 990 has declared Sept. 17 to 23 as "Clean and Green Week," and Sept. 24 to 30 as "Urban Pest Control Week." 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN2006091474388.html 

Taps Back on in Central China after Poison Spill 

Planet Ark

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHINA: September 14, 2006

BEIJING - Taps have been turned back on for 80,000 residents of China's Hunan province, state media reported on Wednesday, days after two factories leaked a cancer-causing chemical into a river. 

Drinking water to the area was cut for four days when leaks from chemical plants in Yueyang county contaminated the Xinqiang river. 

"We have informed the residents through television and radio that they would have clean and safe water," the official Xinhua news agency quoted Yueyang's Communist Party secretary Tong Kangning as saying. 

Senior managers at the factories, which officials said had not passed any environmental assessments and had no pollution treatment facilities, have been detained. 

The factories had been discharging arsenide, which can damage the liver and kidney and cause lung and skin cancer, directly into the river. 

Last year, an explosion at a chemical plant in northeast China poured toxic benzene compounds into the Songhua River, the source of water supplies for millions, in one of the country's worst recent environmental disasters. 

Pollution cases are becoming more frequent as industries rapidly expand to feed China's booming economy, often with little oversight or regulation. 

In the northwestern province of Gansu, investigators from the State Environmental Protection Administration, sent in after a lead smelter poisoned 2,000 people, found soil had been contaminated for 400 metres (1,300 feet) around the site, the Beijing News reported. 

The smelter has since been shut down, but 179 people are in hospital in Gansu's Hui county with lead poisoning, almost all of them children under 14. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/38086/story.htm 
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UNEP/UN in the news
Enquête du PNUE sur les déchets toxiques déversés à Abidjan

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A la demande du gouvernement ivoirien, le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) enquête pour savoir si le déversement de déchets dans la ville fortement peuplée d'Abidjan est lié à des exportations illégales en provenance de l'Europe. Le siège du PNUE à Nairobi a annoncé mardi que le secrétariat de la Convention de Bâle sur les déplacements transfrontaliers de déchets toxiques mène l'enquête. Le secrétariat est aussi en train d'évaluer qui porte la responsabilité légale de cette catastrophe et si le fonds spécial de la Convention peut être exploité pour soutenir des opérations de nettoyage. "La catastrophe d'Abidjan est une illustration particulièrement douloureuse des souffrances humaines causées par le déversement illégal des déchets", a déclaré le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Achim Steiner. Par ailleurs, le Bureau de l'ONU pour la Coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) a confirmé qu'une requête pour une assistance internationale a été formulée le 04 septembre, sur la base d'un plan de réaction à court et moyen termes qui nécessite 13,5 millions de dollars. Les autorités ivoiriennes ont indiqué ne pas avoir la capacité d'évaluer totalement et d'atténuer le problème. La section "Urgences environnementales" de l'OCHA surveille étroitement la situation et a proposé son assistance à la Côte d'Ivoire par le biais de la représentation de l'OCHA dans ce pays. Elle a aussi alerté la Commission européenne et les autres bailleurs de fonds francophones sur la situation. Un groupe spécial inter-agences a été mis sur pied en Côte d'Ivoire pour coordonner les réactions des agences de l'ONU à la situation et les requêtes d'assistance du gouvernement.

General Environment News

Côte d'Ivoire: Health Fallout from Toxic Dumping Worsens

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: As the foul, eggy smell from toxic waste dumped last month in Cote d'Ivoire's main city dissipates, thousands of people are still falling sick, and the United Nations has warned the pollution could seep into the food chain. The fallout from 400 tones of gasoline residue dumped at a number of sites across Abidjan during the night of 19 August has so far killed six people, including four children, according to the Ministry of Health. A team of French experts confirmed on Tuesday that the toxic waste contains hydrogen sulphide, a foul-smelling and highly toxic chemical. Nearly 9,000 people have flooded into the city's public hospitals seeking treatment for nausea, headaches, and respiratory problems, and 19 have been hospitalized, said Jean Denoman, a spokesman for the Health Ministry. Medical staff at the public Cocody Hospital, which has set up an emergency centre on the hospital grounds for toxic waste victims, said the facility received nearly 800 patients on Tuesday, and the number of people seeking treatment is increasing daily. Treatments including X-ray scans and medicines are being offered free of charge at nearly all hospitals in Abidjan. But doctors warn they are already pushed beyond capacity. "All our hospital staff has been mobilized to deal with this problem," said Elise Kouadio, a doctor at the facility. "We don't have time to do anything else." Hundreds of residents near the city's garbage disposal site Akuedo said they were still waiting to see a doctor as their local clinic was not able to cope with the daily influx of patients. Most of the people here suffer from the same symptoms. Doctors say they are fighting a losing battle so long as the waste is not cleaned up. "People get treated, but they fall sick again when they return home because they have nowhere else to go," Kouadio said. Officials are warning that this might just be the beginning of Abidjan's problems. The waste has so far been found at 11 open-air sites including the main garbage dump, most of which have not been sealed off and lack warning signs. Government and UN officials said on Tuesday they expected more sites to be discovered. "Reliable sources indicate that a significant amount of waste was dumped in the sea and the lagoon as well as near the market gardening zones," acting UN humanitarian coordinator Youssouf Oomar said in a statement released on Tuesday. French scientists from the French Office of Geological and Mineral Research have conducted an assessment of Abidjan and said drinking water wells are not contaminated, but UN officials have warned the pollution could spread to the food chain if it is allowed to stay in the environment. The toxic waste scare had sparked another health concern. To stop tanker trucks from discharging potentially hazardous material, residents blocked access to the main garbage dump with makeshift roadblocks and hastily built brick walls, causing fast-growing heaps of uncollected household garbage across the city. http://allafrica.com/stories/200609130314.html
Nigeria: Oil Spill in Olomoro Destroys Aquatic Life, Economic Crops

Vanguard (Lagos): A fresh oil spillage occurred, weekend, at Okpe-Olomoro in Isoko South local government destroying aquatic life and economic crops and also polluting the groundwater and fishing ponds in the community. The crude oil spill from a Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) drilling site in the village affected was said to have been from an obsolete pipe and was washed into the nearby community by rain. When Vanguard visited the community on Monday, dead fishes were found in the fishing ponds. Former Commissioner in the defunct Bendel State and a celebrated academic, Dr. George Idodo-Umeh who conducted Vanguard round the polluted ponds and land said: "I am disappointed that the more the people of Olomoro complain of the damage Shell is causing to them because of the company's undesirable quest for oil in our land, the more damage they cause to our homeland and people". "You can just imagine, the poor people are suffering already and without any precaution, the SPDC has just added to their woes by spilling crude oil and polluting their environment because it wants oil at all cost. They did not protect their equipment and they did not care about the people living in the area. You can see the results for yourself- dead fishes, damaged aquatic life and polluted groundwater. The soil here will be rendered infertile in the next five to 10 years, I hope you can see the plantain plantations and other economic crops, whatever comes from those economic crops and trees cannot be eaten again because of the pollution. "Why should our people be subjected to this kind of pollution and treatment, do we not have right to a healthy living, they polluted our environment not quite long ago, we complained and they did nothing. Efforts by Vanguard to get a reaction from the contractor handling the drilling project for the company proved abortive but a staff said it was a minor spillage that resulted from a burst pipe. He said that if not for the heavy rainfall, the crude oil would not have found its way to the neighboring homes, farmlands and fishponds. http://allafrica.com/stories/200609130589.html
Rwanda: Nur Rector Urges On Environment

The New Times (Kigali): The National University of Rwanda (NUR) vice-rector in charge of academics and scientific research Prof. Silas Mureramanzi has argued journalist and media houses in the country to take a leading role in the environmental protection campaign. Mureramanzi made the call last week during the official closing of a one-day training workshop on environmental journalism, held at the NUR conference hall. "The media should take a leading role in sensitizing people on the need to conserve and protect the environment for sustainable development. A lot of destruction on the environment has been made and today the whole world stands a serious risk of global warming," Mureramanzi warned, noting that the media's role in pointing out the issues of serious environmental degradation is vital to reduce on the dangers of temperature rise. The training attracted journalists and media practitioners from different media houses in the province, students of the school of journalism and communication and researchers on environmental issues from deferent institutions. It was also attended among others by the former Minister of Environment, Lands, Forestry, Water and Mines, Drocella Mugorewera. I her remarks said that the media should develop a sense of responsibility in protecting the environment as one of the sustainable measures to solve the current problems and to prepare for the future generation. She pointed out that people have destroyed the environment like forests to get more fertile lands for agriculture which has now turned against their performance by affecting the eco system and the formation of rainfall. Bt now the government is to spend billions of francs for its restoration, which money would have been used in providing other services closer to the same people who destroyed it," Mugorewera disclosed and added: "Media houses need to use different strategies like using the research work produced by environmentalists and research institutions to educate people on environmental conservation." http://allafrica.com/stories/200609130663.html
____________________________________________________________________________
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· State Owns Bolivian Oil
· Sustainability Practices in the Caribbean 
· Panama Banana Growers Face Serious Debts 
· Rate of deforestation in Amazon slowing

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID={16626DDA-C443-4E84-A1EB-FB445DA550CF}&language=EN
State Owns Bolivian Oil
La Paz, Sep 13 (PL) The State company, Petrolíferos Fiscales Bolivianos (YPFB), today assumed ownership of oil and liquid gas produced in the country, applying the nationalization decree of hydrocarbons.

According to a brief Ministry of Hydrocarbons communiqué, YPBF began executing ownership rights of those fuels through a resolution issued by that ministry.

In the future, the official information points out, the state company will have the exclusive rights to export crude, liquid gas, oil and derivatives.

Previously, a similar measure was applied to natural gas, a main energy product of Bolivia, also through the nationalization decree issued last May.

A ministerial group is engrossed in conversations with domestic oil companies in the country to adapt them to nationalization through the signing of new contracts according to government models.

Sill pending is the negotiation of transference to the State of share packages of the privatized oil companies last decade by which YPFB will assume half plus one actions of these companies. 

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID={C44B0782-8F00-4209-9025-D9E0E683D59B}&language=EN
Sustainability Practices in the Caribbean 
San Juan, (Prensa Latina) The Path to Sustainability is the general theme for the Green Globe International Conference and the Green Tourism Conference to be held November 1st - 3rd at the Half Moon Hotel in Montego Bay, Jamaica. 

A press release from the Caribbean Hotel Association (CHA) says the conference is a joint staging of the 2nd biennial International Green Globe Conference (the inaugural edition was held March 2004 in New Zeeland) and the 3rd biennial Caribbean Green Tourism Conference. 

The 2006 edition is organized by the Caribbean Alliance for Sustainable Tourism (CAST) assisted by its parent organization, the Caribbean Hotel Association, and Green Globe Asia Pacific (GGAP). 

The goal of the conference is to determine the sustainability priorities and actions that GGAP, CAST and their industry partners must pursue over the next two years, in service to the regional tourism industry. 

The conference program is structured around three main topics: Tourism Sustainability; Achieving Market Value Added; and Innovative Practices. On the first day, participants will have the opportunity to discuss current sustainability problems in order to redefine the urgency for actions and solutions. 

In addition, they will study sustainability strategies in Jamaica and Dominica, as well as the public-private sector collaboration role within the tourism industry. 

Day two will focus on sustainable tourism marketing products and includes a plenary session with a Green Suppliers' Forum on Products & Technology. 

Energy conservation, wastewater treatment, sustainable building design, and air quality are some of the issues to be addressed on the second day of the conference - which will also include a discussion forum for participants of the Green Globe Caribbean Program.

Activities will culminate with the case presentations from award-winning properties, the 2006 American Express Caribbean Environmental Award winners Sandals Montego Bay (large hotel category) and 3 Rivers Eco Lodge (small hotel category). 

Other conference highlights are a gala opening with a featured speaker, a trade fair of sustainability products and solutions, nature tours, and informal functions with opportunities for networking and exploring the best of Jamaica, among other activities. 

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID={F05F6745-97C6-4740-A19F-8AA392B8DF4E}&language=EN
Panama Banana Growers Face Serious Debts 
Panama, (Prensa Latina) A cut in the US Chiquita Brand transnational purchases caused important economic losses and millionaire debts to Panamanian banana producers, sources of the sector reported.

Losses exceeded $135 thousand dollars in July, a situation that caused a financial crisis, Bocas del Toro Grower Cooperative Director Demetrio Jimenez asserted.

The working shifts were reduced during that period and only two fertilization cycles from the five planned were fulfilled, he said.

According to Jimenez, the producers owe over $2 million dollars to the banks.

Chiquita Brand announced in July an important cut in its banana purchases, arguing saturation of the world market, especially that of Europe, although it reestablished its buying level this week.

The decision was harshly criticized then by banana producers, who threatened to block the company´s exports, and denounced its monopoly practices. 

They also demanded that Chiquita release them from the exclusiveness contract and allow them to sell banana to other traders.

The measure taken by the US company was criticized by the Panamanian government.

Some 2,800 members of a banana cooperative went on strike on June to demand that the transnational renegotiate the price it pays for bananas.

The Multiple Service Cooperative of Puerto Armuelles accused Chiquita of maintaining an unfair agreement, because it pays $4.61 for a box of bananas, and sells it in Europe for up to $21. 

According to the terms of the contract, the company must sell bananas under the international market price. 

http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/where_we_work/latin_america_and_caribbean/news/index.cfm?uNewsID=80040

Rate of deforestation in Amazon slowing

Brazilia, Brazil – Deforestation rates in the Amazon are declining, but ranching, logging and agriculture activities are still responsible for continued degradation of the world’s largest rainforest, according to data released by the Brazilian government.

The new data — covering the period from 1 August 2005 to 1 August 2006 — estimates an 11 per cent reduction in deforestation rates.

According to WWF-Brazil, a number of factors may explain the decrease, including a reduction in the price of soy, Brazil’s most important agricultural commodity, which may have reduced the incentive to cut down the Amazon to make way for new plantations. 

“The decline is encouraging, but we are not out of the woods yet,” said WWF-Brazil's CEO Denise Hamú.

“More concerted action is required to integrate the government’s environmental and development policies in order to really crack down on illegal activities that are having an adverse effect on the forest. Encouraging policies that foster a sustainable forestry-based regional economy should be pursued.”

Carried out in the right way, sustainable forestry activities can generate income, ensure a plentiful supply of timber in the long term, and ensure that forests continue to be ecologically functional. That is why many of WWF’s activities are designed to improve forestry practices, in addition to seeking more protection.

WWF-Brazil is part of the Amazon Region Protected Areas (ARPA) initiative — a partnership between the Brazilian government, the World Bank, Global Environment Facility, German Development Bank and the Brazilian Biodiversity Fund — which has helped create some 20 million hectares of protected areas in the Amazon.

A considerable number of the world’s plants and animals live in the Amazon, most of which remain undiscovered by scientists. To date, at least 40,000 plant species, 427 mammals, 1,294 birds, 378 reptiles, 427 amphibians, and some 3,000 fish species have been scientifically classified in the region.

"Through ARPA we are creating parks and reserves in areas that risk being rapidly deforested," explained Cláudio Maretti, head of WWF-Brazil’s protected areas programme, which supports the ARPA initiative.

"We are not only ensuring biodiversity conservation in perpetuity in these areas, but we are also bringing order to the land tenure chaos that leads to uncontrolled deforestation.”

According to experts, around 17 per cent of the natural vegetation in the Brazilian Amazon has already been devastated by development, logging and farming.

"Improved land tenure in the agricultural sector has been a key element in the reduction of deforestation rates," Maretti added. "The setting aside of indigenous reserves and protected areas under ARPA are two fundamental tools enabling the government to assert its ownership over public lands in the Brazilian Amazon against land grabbers and speculators."
_____________________________________________________________________________
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UN task force patrols waters off Lebanon

AS A CHOPPER circles above the cargo ship Gennyfer off the coast of Lebanon, a voice crackles over the radio: “This is a French helicopter patrolling international waters.” The Panther anti-ship helicopter has just begun another mission as part of a multinational force aimed at preventing illegal arms shipments to the country under a UN-brokered truce that ended Israel’s 34-day war on Hizbollah.

Aboard the helicopter, an airman takes the Gennyfer through his checklist — port of embarcation, registry, destination and cargo.

The questioning over, the helicopter flies on. The cargo ship was transporting only sheets of marble.

The aircraft, which has a range of 472 nautical miles, makes one or two three-hour missions each day. On this particular day it checks out four vessels along the maritime border with Syria.

“We have a blacklist of ships,” says the technical operator aboard, Gilles Bezanilla, who sits behind the pilot and co-pilot and follows the sea traffic on his radar screen.

But figuring out whether a ship might be transporting illicit cargo is more a question of guesswork than actual proof, he acknowledges.

“We have a list of suspect ships. We watch their course to see whether perhaps they alter it at the approach of our helicopter. And we compare information we already have on them with what they tell us.” Once all the information is gathered, Bezanilla takes a photograph of the ship from the open door of the chopper, then enters all the data in his computer so it can be analysed after the mission is over.

The Panther and the frigate on which it is based, the Cassard, and just two elements in a combined Italian, French, Greek and British task force under the command of Italian Admiral Giuseppe di Giorgi.

The force is “credible, and is capable if needs be to identify and monitor all ships approaching the Lebanese coast,” said the Cassard’s skipper, Philippe Dutrieux.

But the task force’s mandate in the event of a genuinely illegal shipment is purely dissuasive, not coercive.

It has no mandate to interdict ships, only to pass on information to the Lebanese naval authorities, with whom rests any decision to intervene at sea or to inspect ships in harbour.

The flotilla began temporarily patrolling the waters of Lebanon last Friday, under a deal in which Israel agreed to end its punishing eight-week air and sea blockade of the country.

Germany is expected eventually to take over the mission.

The provisional force also includes four Italian vessels, including the aircraft carrier Garibaldi, and the Greek and British frigates Kanaris and York.

http://www.jordantimes.com/thu/news/news7.htm
Bahrain

Youth Committee to investigate the Environment Disasters

The Chairman of the Bahrain Youth Society in planning to hold a conference to gather experts, economics, lawyers, and youth societies to discuss the environmental pollution issue especially gas emissions, and land reclamation.

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=178463&Sn=BNEW
UAE

Urgent steps to preserve reefs urged

ABU DHABI — Conservation experts attending the Marine Conservation Forum 2006 being held in Abu Dhabi have called for an urgent action to combat the effects of coral reef degradation due to rapid rise in coastal developments in the region. 

The four-day forum, which concludes today, is taking place under the patronage of the UAE Ministry of Environment and Water and is organised by the EWS-WWF (Emirates Wildlife Society – World Wide Fund for Nature). It is being atttended by delegates from  the GCC region, Iran and Yemen.

“Unrestrained development of coastal areas in the region have had a major adverse impact on the coral reefs which are prime incubators of marine life. The Forum calls for significant reform of the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) process being followed in the region including strengthening the role of environmental protection agencies and ensuring stakeholder input into the decision-making process,” said a statement released by the organisers of the Forum.  “Guidelines also need to be drawn up for reclamation and dredging in sensitive zones. It is also critical that data that results from EIAs is published,” it said.   Calling for sensible compromise, participants acknowledged that both economic development and environmental protection were not mutually exclusive. “We would like to see environmental concerns being factored in at the planning stage rather than as a mitigation strategy mid-way through project implementation.” 

“More MPAs (Marine Protected Areas) need to be established based on recommended locations and criteria with adequate consultation of all stakeholders. Where applicable legal mechanisms need to be developed for MPA implementation.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2006/september/theuae_september441.xml
Oman

Seminar on combating desertification opens
MUSCAT — Dr Hamed bin Said al Oufi, Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, yesterday inaugurated Eco Seminar focusing on sustainable development of deserts and combating desertification at Golden Tulip Hotel. Mohammed bin Abdullah al Muharrami, Director-General of Environmental Affairs at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, said the Sultanate had laid down a national strategy for the protection of environment, and a work plan on biological diversification, besides rules and regulations for the protection of natural resources. 

The Sultanate located in the arid and semi-arid belt is a signatory to the UN agreement on combating desertification, he added.  The seminar, which was held as part of the activities of Oman Eco exhibition, discussed several working papers on Unesco’s efforts in management of soil and water for usage in sustained agriculture, desertification in the Arab world, concept and causes of desertification and the role of plant genetic resources in sustainable development. The seminar was attended by under-secretaries, government and private sector officials linked to environmental projects.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
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ANNAN WARNS DARFUR IS HEADING FOR DISASTER UNLESS UN PEACEKEEPERS MOVE IN

Darfur is headed for a disaster unless the Sudanese Government changes its

mind and allows a force of United Nations peacekeepers to take over from

the existing African Union (AU) operation in the strife-torn region,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Warning that the situation in Darfur has become desperate, Mr. Annan told a

press conference at UN Headquarters in New York that the world faced a “big

challenge” to ensure that there was not a repeat of the Rwandan genocide of

1994.

“If the African Union forces were to leave, and we are not able to put in a

UN follow-on force, we are heading for a disaster, and I don’t think we can

allow that to happen, particularly since we only recently passed the

‘Responsibility to Protect’ resolution,” he said.

At the World Summit last year, Member States agreed there is a collective

international obligation to protect populations from genocide, war crimes,

ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, and the Security Council must

take decisive action if there is no peaceful means to protect and the

national authorities are manifestly failing to do so.

Referring to the experience in Rwanda, Mr. Annan reminded Member States

that “everyone said we should not let it happen again.”

Last month the Council voted to deploy more than 17,000 blue helmets inside

Darfur, which has been beset by brutal violence and massive displacement

since 2003, and said it “invites the consent” of the Sudanese Government.

Khartoum has said on several occasions that it is opposed to a UN force

stepping in, and Mr. Annan reiterated his appeal for other governments with

any influence on Sudan to convince the leadership to change its attitude.

In response to a question at the press conference, the Secretary-General

said the responsibility to act lay more with the Member States than with

the UN itself.

“They are the ones who have to have the political will. They are the ones

who have to put pressure to influence the Sudanese Government to act and

accept and transition, and several of them have indicated that they will do

that,” he said.

Mr. Annan added that Khartoum’s reactions so far to a UN force in Darfur

indicate that a so-called “coalition of the willing” would be just as

unwelcome.

About 1.9 million people have been displaced and nearly 3 million in total

depend on humanitarian aid for food, shelter and health care across Darfur

because of the ongoing fighting between rebel groups, Government forces and

allied militias.

The situation has worsened since the signing of the Darfur Peace Agreement

(DPA) in May between the Government and some of the rebel groups it has

been fighting. In the past two months, 12 aid workers have been murdered –

more than in the entire previous two years.

* * *

ISRAEL-HIZBOLLAH WAR SHOWED NEED FOR A WIDER MIDDLE EAST ACCORD: ANNAN

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said the recent conflict

in Lebanon had been a “wake-up” call to the governments he visited during

his recent diplomacy in the region, highlighting the need for a wider

Middle East peace settlement.

“Throughout my visit almost every leader I met felt that Lebanon was a

wake-up call and we should really focus on stabilizing the situation…and

the relations between Lebanon and Israel, but not stop there, build on from

there to deal with other conflicts in the region: in Palestine, the Golan

Heights,” he told a news conference in New York.

Mr. Annan, who last week returned from an 11-day trip to the region that

included stops in Lebanon, Israel, Syria and elsewhere, also reiterated his

belief that these countries are fully supporting Security Council

resolution 1701 that ended the month of fighting on 14 August.

“I was really encouraged by the seriousness with which Governments are

pressing ahead with implementation [of the resolution]. In both Lebanon and

Israel I left convinced that the governments are determined to implement

the resolution,” he said, noting that the “ceasefire has held and is

holding.”

In a related development on the ground in Lebanon, the UN Interim Force

(UNIFIL) said today that Lebanese troops had begun moving into the general

areas of Al Qusayr, Al Qantarah, At Tayyabah, Markaba and the areas west of

Hula following the continued Israeli withdrawal.

UNIFIL also said that it now has almost 4,000 troops from 10 countries in

its theatre of operations, while a battalion from Spain – initially made up

of around 650 troops – will arrive later this week at the southern port of

Tyre. As part of resolution 1701, the UN force will be increased to a

maximum strength of 15,000.

The UN’s Interim Maritime Task Force is also continuing to assist the

Lebanese Navy in monitoring the sea border, and now has eight vessels on

patrol (five from Italy, and one each from France, Greece and the United

Kingdom).

At the request of the Lebanese Government, a group of UNIFIL military,

police, customs and border experts has also started to review security

measures at other entry points in the country, and these experts are

working closely with local forces.

The group began today with a tour of the Beirut seaport, led by Hassan

Korajtem, the president and Director General of the port and Talal Mahd

Itani, the regional customs manager. They were shown how Lebanon keeps

track of incoming ships, identifies containers and verifies contents.

* * *

INTEGRATION IS THE ANSWER FOR KOSOVO’S SERBS, UN ENVOY TELLS SECURITY COUNCIL

The senior United Nations envoy in Kosovo today told the Security Council

that integration, not isolation, is the answer for the minority Serb

population, as the 15-member body met to discuss Secretary-General Kofi

Annan’s latest report on the future status of the UN-run province.

Joachim Rücker, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and head of

the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), acknowledged that

the Serbs face problems but said that Belgrade should lift its directive

against them working with the elected Kosovo authorities.

“Yes, the Kosovo Serbs are in a difficult situation. They fear for their

future and do not know whom they can trust. They have been barred for over

two-and-a-half years from participating actively in the work of the Kosovo

Assembly or the Government. But isolation is not the answer to their

problems, integration is.”

Mr. Rücker also backed the Secretary-General’s call in his report, which

was released yesterday, for more progress in the talks on the province’s

future, saying that “Kosovo needs to be rid of this uncertainty, and to

move on.”

In his report, Mr. Annan said he was disappointed that little common ground

had emerged between the Serbian and Kosovar delegations in the past few

months of discussions, noting that they remain “committed to ‘substantial

autonomy’ and ‘full independence’ respectively, with minimal space for

negotiation.”

“Both sides would be better served by more flexibility in their positions.

I again call on both sides to engage in these talks in a spirit of

compromise. It is the responsibility of the parties to find common ground

and a sustainable solution, acceptable to both sides, although the support

of the international community remains essential to ensure progress,” the

Secretary-General highlighted.

The report covers the period from 1 May to 14 August, and although Mr.

Annan noted the “generally stable political situation” during this time, he

strongly condemned acts of violence targeting people and religious sites,

particularly those of an inter-ethnic nature and called for all those

responsible to be quickly brought to justice.

Albanians outnumber Serbs and others by nine to one in Kosovo, which UNMIK

has administered since 1999 when NATO drove out Yugoslav troops amid ethnic

fighting.

* * *

TIMOR-LESTE: UN COMMISSIONERS NEAR COMPLETION OF PROBE INTO VIOLENCE

The United Nations Independent Special Commission of Inquiry for

Timor-Leste is close to finishing its report into the violence earlier this

year that engulfed the country, causing 37 deaths and forcing more than

150,000 people – or about 15 per cent of the national population – to flee

their homes.

At a press conference today in Dili, Timor-Leste’s capital, the inquiry’s

three commissioners said they expect to submit their report to

Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Timor-Leste’s Parliament by early October,

within the time frame established when the probe was created.

For the past 10 days, the commissioners Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro (chair),

Ralph Zacklin and Zelda Holtzman said they have been reviewing the

information gathered so far and interviewing or re-interviewing key actors.

About 200 people have been interviewed and more than 3,000 relevant

documents collected.

The inquiry’s mandate is: to establish what happened during the outbreaks

of violence on 28-29 April and 23-25 May, and any related events which

contributed to the crisis; to clarify responsibility for those events; and

to recommend measures to ensure accountability for any crimes or serious

human rights violations that were committed.

The three commissioners said they expect to leave Timor-Leste at the end of

this week and then head to Geneva near the end of the month to finalize the

text of the report.

In a statement to the press conference, the commissioners thanked Timorese

institutions and individuals who cooperated with the inquiry and voiced

hope that the Government and key institutions will seriously consider any

recommendations they make in the report.

“We are conscious of the fact that there are high expectations on the part

of the leaders of the Government, representatives of various groups and

individuals we met, and by the general population that our report will

contribute to the rebuilding of confidence in the institutions of

Government and the rule of law,” the joint statement said.

* * *

QUARTET TO MEET NEXT WEEK TO DISCUSS LATEST PALESTINIAN SITUATION – ANNAN

Following an agreement between Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and

Hamas on forming a unity Government, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said

today that the diplomatic Quartet on the Middle East, which includes the

United Nations, will meet next week to discuss these developments and

possible ways to provide humanitarian assistance to the occupied territory.

“[On Monday] I got a call from President Abbas to tell me that they have

reached an agreement with Hamas… He also went on to say that the programme

they have adopted requires all members of the Government to accept the

programme of the Palestine Liberation Organization and all the agreements

they had entered into earlier.”

“He felt this decision should satisfy the requirements and the conditions

demanded by the international community. If that is indeed the case, he

should really allow the international community and the donor community to

move ahead very quickly and provide the assistance that the Palestinian

people need.”

International donors have baulked at funding the Hamas-led Palestinian

Government because it has yet to renounce violence and the continuing

conflict with Israel has led to what Mr. Annan described as a “very

desperate and serious situation” in the occupied territory.

“We have a temporary mechanism, which allows some money to go in, but to

pay for humanitarian services, but not for salaries. It’s become a very

complex situation that the Quartet will be looking at when we meet next

week to review the impact of our own policies and what has happened on the

ground.”

The diplomatic Quartet on the Middle East – comprising the UN, United

States, European Union (EU) and the Russian Federation – are sponsoring the

Road Map plan for a two-State solution, with Israel and Palestine living

side by side in peace. However, Mr. Annan today lamented its lack of

progress.

“I think the Road Map could have been implemented much faster, or we had

hoped it would have been implemented much faster. Alas, it has not been. We

are going to meet here next week, and we are meeting at a very critical

time for the people in Palestine.”

Over the past few months there have been several high-level UN meetings on

the worsening plight of the Palestinians in the occupied territory and last

week a UN conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People

adopted a plan of action aimed at addressing their plight, and ahead of

next year’s 40th anniversary of the occupation of the Palestinian West

Bank, the Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem.

* * *

UN MEMBER STATES SHOULD MOVE QUICKLY TO SELECT SECRETARY-GENERAL, ANNAN SAYS

Kofi Annan, who this year completes his second and final five-year term as

United Nations Secretary-General, today said the world body’s Member States

should move quickly to select a successor and stressed that whoever is

chosen will need to work closely with them.

Speaking at a news conference in New York, he encouraged the Member States

to choose a new Secretary-General “as soon as possible.”

Asked about the priority issues he hoped to address in his remaining months

in office, Mr. Annan cited Lebanon and the broader Middle East, Darfur, the

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Kosovo and the fight against HIV.

Above all, he called for expeditious action to implement Security Council

resolution 1701, which ended the 34-day war in Lebanon and authorized an

expanded UN force there.

“Quite honestly, when I look at what needs to be done, and having been in

the region and discussed this with everybody, I think with a bit of

goodwill, reasonableness and hard work, this can be done within three to

six months,” said Mr. Annan, who just returned from an intensive diplomatic

tour of the region.

“This would also send a message that resolutions dealing with peace in the

Middle East can be implemented and help establish peace and stability

between nations and borders and that we can build on from there and tackle

Palestine and others,” he noted.

Addressing his successors, he said: “The Secretary-General always needs the

Member States, and you need to work with them. There are times when they

lead, but there are times when the Secretary-General has to lead, become

the general and lead them.”

Even in those instances, he added, the Secretary-General cannot act alone.

“The UN is its Member States, and so he or she has to find a way of working

very effectively with them. I think what happened in Lebanon was a clear

demonstration of what can happen when the Secretary-General and the Member

States work very effectively together.”

He cited pulling together the expanded UN force for Lebanon and getting the

Israeli blockade lifted, which were both achieved through intensive

consultations with leaders of key countries.

“The Secretary-General can do nothing if the Member States are not willing

to help him, give him the means, support him and let him do it. So I hope

my successor will develop these kind of relations with the leaders, with

the countries, and to be able to work with them effectively.”

Looking back on past accomplishments, he voiced satisfaction that “Member

States have accepted that the United Nations has three pillars on which it

should build its work: peace and security; economic and social development;

human rights and the rule of law.”

He added that much was accomplished in the area of reform and paid tribute

to the President of the General Assembly’s 60th session, Jan Eliasson.

“I think the management reform should continue,” Mr. Annan said, calling

also for reform of the Security Council. “The world is not the world of

1945. If we really want to make this Organization what it ought to be, we

need to reform the Council to make it more democratic, more representative.

If we do that, the Council would even gain in greater legitimacy.”

* * *

DR CONGO PRESIDENTIAL CONTENDERS MEET FACE-TO-FACE, UN MISSION REPORTS

The two leading presidential candidates who emerged from July’s historic

elections in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today met face to

face for the first time since their supporters engaged in deadly clashes

last month, according to the UN mission in the embattled central African

country.

The mission, known by its French acronym MONUC, reported that President

Joseph Kabila and Vice-President Jean-Pierre Bemba shook hands twice before

the cameras during a meeting of President Kabila and his vice presidents.

While MONUC characterized the atmosphere as “relaxed and conciliatory,” it

noted that the men did not make any public declarations.

The meeting comes after the sustained efforts of MONUC and the

international community to bring the two men together. Several foreign

dignitaries, including the European Union’s High Representative for Common

Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana, had travelled to the DRC in

recent days to urge the two candidates to meet.

Neither Mr. Bemba nor Mr. Kabila won a majority in the July vote, the

country’s first free and fair elections in more than 40 years. They will

now face each other in runoff elections on 29 October.

“We are working very seriously with all concerned to ensure that the second

round moves ahead as smoothly as the first round, and that the parties and

the political leaders play by the rules of the game, and accept the results

regardless of who wins,” said Secretary-General Kofi Annan at a news

conference in New York today.

In other news, MONUC said it remained concerned about the large number of

weapons on the streets of the capital, Kinshasa.

At a press briefing today, Deputy MONUC spokesperson Jean-Tobie Okala said

that the large circulation of arms and men with arms around the city “was

not good” for the electoral process.

He called on all of those involved to step up their efforts to disarm and

for an acceleration of the retraining and integration of militia forces

into the national Army.

* * *

SECRETARY-GENERAL ENCOURAGED BY ‘SLIGHT SHIFT’ IN IRAN’S POSITION ON

NUCLEAR TALKS

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for renewed efforts to reach a

negotiated solution to the impasse over Iran’s nuclear enrichment

programme, noting that he detected a “slight shift” in the country’s

position.

Iran now appeared to be softening its earlier refusal to suspend nuclear

activities during the talks, Mr. Annan said, but he added that it was

important for both sides to negotiate in good faith. “I do note there is a

slight shift – I wouldn’t say it’s a major shift – a slight shift in the

sense that they are now saying that, ‘Let’s negotiate.’”

He said it is a question of “focusing on the issue at hand and what it

takes to settle it without artificial deadlines.”

The Secretary-General held what he characterized as “very good and

constructive” talks with Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and other

senior officials last week in Tehran during an intensive diplomatic tour of

the region.

Mr. Annan said that a significant degree of mistrust remained between both

sides, posing a formidable obstacle to reaching any resolution.

“The West will tell you the Iranians have been stringing along the

negotiations in order to continue with their enrichment,” he said. “When

you talk to the Iranians, they believe that they have been deceived. They

were at the table for two years, were prepared to do all sorts of things,

and nothing happened and suddenly they were before the G-8 and the Security

Council.”

The Council has threatened sanctions if Iran does not suspend uranium

enrichment and reprocessing activities and take steps to assure the world

that it is not developing nuclear arms.

The Secretary-General said that current discussions between the Secretary

of Iran's Supreme National Security Council, Ali Larijani, and Javier

Solana, the High Representative of the European Union for Common Foreign

and Security Policy, appeared to be going well.

* * *

ANNAN TO ATTEND NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT’S SUMMIT IN CUBA THIS WEEK

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will be travelling to Havana,

Cuba, this week to attend the annual summit meeting of the Non-Aligned

Movement (NAM), his spokesman announced today.

Mr. Annan, in remarks to the NAM plenary meeting on Friday morning, “is

expected to speak about the transformation of the Non-Aligned Movement into

a movement for the developing world, and the contribution of developing

nations in changing the entire dynamic of international relations over the

past few decades,” the spokesman said in a statement released in New York.

“He will call for a greater voice for the South in multilateral

institutions, from the financial to the political,” the spokesman said,

adding that he “will also stress that with a larger voice comes larger

responsibility, both globally and at home.”

While in Havana the Secretary-General will also have bilateral meetings

with senior Cuban officials as well as with a number of heads of

delegations who will be attending the summit, according to the statement.

* * *

UN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY TO MOBILIZE MILLIONS OF VOLUNTEERS TO CLEAN UP WORLD SITES

Some 35 million volunteers from 122 countries are expected take part this

weekend in rubbish-clearing efforts at sites across the globe as part of

the annual Clean Up the World Weekend, which is held in conjunction with

the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

“Clean Up the World mobilizes people around a powerful idea – taking the

challenge of environment and sustainable development to our front doors,

our backyards, and everywhere else around the globe,” said UNEP Executive

Director Achim Steiner in a statement.

Volunteers will pick up trash on beaches, in villages and at various other

sites around the world, among them Australia’s Sydney Harbour, the Nile

River in Egypt, Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana Beach, and the Chinese city of

Shaoxing.

Additionally, there will be environmental parades, and community

implementation of recycling and educational programs, as well as water and

energy conservation projects.

Since its launch in 1993, the Clean Up the World Weekend campaign has

collected an estimated 3.5 million tonnes of rubbish, enough to fill 5,710

Olympic size swimming pools. Plastic, glass, metal and cigarette butts are

among the most commonly found items.

* * *

UN STATISTICS SHOW MIGRATION AS A DYNAMIC FORCE IN GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

As preparations for the upcoming first-ever session of the General Assembly

on migration and development take shape, national, regional and global

statistics made available by the United Nations draw a complex picture of

the movement of people between countries in the twenty-first century.

Conceived and scheduled more than two years ago by the General Assembly,

the 14–15 September High-level Dialogue follows a period of intense public

attention to the cross-border movement of people, and a quickening pace of

multilateral talks on international migration.

Three per cent of the world’s population – or 191 million people – lived in

a country other than the one in which they were born in 2005, with one

third having moved from a developing country to one that is developed, one

third moving from one developing nation to another, and another third

originating in the developed world, according to an analysis of migration

and development prepared by the UN Department of Economic and Social

Affairs (ESA).

A greater share of workers moving to developed countries are college

educated, and without migration the size of the labour force in the

developed world will begin shrinking drastically beginning in 2010, the

analysis said.

A UN compilation of migration statistics from 228 countries and areas

indicates that the United States leads the world as a host country, with 38

million migrants in 2005 constituting almost 13 per cent of its population.

But the share of the population who are migrants is larger still in

Australia (19.6 per cent in 2005) and Canada (18.9 per cent).

In regional terms, however, Europe’s migrant population of 64 million in

2005 is almost 50 per cent greater than the 45 million in Northern America.

Western Asia, with its oil producing nations, also hosts a considerable

share of the world’s migrants, totaling 22 million in 2005.

Nearly half of the world’s migrants now are women, the UN reports, and they

outnumber male migrants in the developed countries.

Remittances, even when used for consumption, stimulate demand and support

local enterprises. As a result, the UN estimates that overall, remittances

could have an impact equivalent to about half a trillion US dollars.

Despite tensions in many receiving countries, more than 50 per cent of

governments surveyed by the UN in 2005 expressed an intention to maintain

incoming migrant flows at roughly the same level. Just about 20 per cent

had as objective the reduction of incoming flows, but that share was down

from 40 per cent in 1996. Six per cent of governments favoured higher

levels of immigration in 2005.

This week’s High-level Dialogue will focus on ways to maximize the

development benefits of international migration and reduce difficulties.

* * *

UN FOOD AGENCY DIRECTOR-GENERAL CALLS FOR ‘GREEN REVOLUTION’ TO FEED WORLD

The Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agricultural

Organization (FAO) has called for a second ‘Green Revolution’ to feed the

world’s growing population while preserving natural resources and the

environment.

“In the next few decades, a major international effort is needed to feed

the world when the population soars from six to nine billion,” Jacques

Diouf told a meeting of the World Affairs Council of Northern California in

San Francisco. “We might call it a second Green Revolution.”

The original Green Revolution of the 1950s and 60s doubled world food

production by bringing the power of science to agriculture, but “relied on

the lavish use of inputs such as water, fertilizer and pesticides,” Mr.

Diouf said.

“The task ahead may well prove harder,” he cautioned. “We not only need to

grow an extra 1 billion tonnes of cereals a year by 2050 – within the

lifetimes of our children and grandchildren – but do so from a diminishing

resource base of land and water in many of the world’s regions, and in an

environment increasingly threatened by global warming and climate change.”

He noted that 100 million people faced forced migration as a consequence of

advancing desertification and soil degradation while water reserves had

started to run low in key grain production areas such as India and China.

“The new Green Revolution will be less about introducing new,

high-performance varieties of wheat or rice, important as they are, and

much more about making wiser and more efficient use of the natural

resources available to us,” Mr. Diouf said.

The San Francisco-based World Affairs Council of Northern California, which

has 10,000 members, is considered a leading United States forum for

discussion and debate of international affairs.

* * *

NOBEL LAUREATE ELIE WIESEL, ACTOR GEORGE CLOONEY TO ADDRESS SECURITY COUNCIL ON DARFUR

Nobel Laureate and United Nations Messenger of Peace Elie Wiesel, along

with actor George Clooney will address the Security Council on the crisis

in Darfur during a closed-door session on Thursday, officials with the

world body announced today.

On Monday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan warned the Security Council that

the situation in Darfur has reached a critical moment. “It is vital that we

all speak candidly about what is happening, and about what it will take to

bring an end to the suffering of so many millions of people,” he said,

appealing for the Sudanese Government to accept a UN force, but the

Khartoum Government remains opposed.

Mr. Wiesel has urged the Security Council to act to protect the people of

Darfur. “There is no choice but to act in defense of defenseless people,”

he has said. “Those who commit genocide must not be allowed to hide behind

national borders and claims of sovereignty.”

Almost 2 million people are displaced as a result of the brutal conflict

that has engulfed Darfur, an impoverished region on Sudan’s western flank,

since 2003, while nearly 3 million people there depend on international aid

for food, shelter and health care.

The situation has worsened considerably since the signing in May of the

Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) between the Government and some of the rebel

groups it has been fighting. In the past two months, 12 aid workers have

been killed – more than in the entire previous two years.

* * *

CONTRACTOR FOR UN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AGENCY MURDERED IN AFGHANISTAN

An independent contractor working in Afghanistan for the United Nations

Human Settlements Programme (UNHABITAT) was murdered yesterday when unknown

assailants opened fire on his vehicle, a senior UN official in the country

said today, deploring the killing.

The attack on the vehicle being driven by Yar Mohammad occurred in the

Shoorab area Farah province. Two passengers escaped unharmed as the team

returned from Shoorab village where they had just completed a visit to

National Solidarity Programme (NSP) projects being implemented for the

local community.

“It is particularly upsetting that someone who was working for peace,

stability and progress in Afghanistan was targeted in such a brutal

attack,” said Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Deputy Special Representative

for Afghanistan, Ameerah Haq, in a statement. “There can be no excuse for

such violence against those who are playing such a vital role in the

reconstruction of Afghanistan.”

* * *

WORLD SHOULD EMBRACE NEW TARGET FOR PROTECTING BIODIVERSITY – UN OFFICIAL

Arguing that environmental degradation could undermine progress in reaching

global anti-poverty goals, a senior United Nations official today urged

action in support of an international target for cutting biodiversity loss.

Alexander Müller, Assistant Director-General of the UN Food and

Agricultural Organization (FAO), made his remarks ahead of the first

meeting of the Heads of Agencies Task Force on the 2010 Biodiversity

Target.

In a statement, he said the recent proposal by UN Secretary-General Kofi

Annan to establish a new target under the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs) to significantly reduce the loss of biodiversity by 2010 “is very

much welcomed.”

The meeting, to be held in Gland, Switzerland, on 15 September, will bring

together representatives of UN agencies, international environmental

agreements and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) who are expected to

adopt a joint statement promoting action to reduce biodiversity loss.

The 2010 Biodiversity Target calls upon countries “to achieve by 2010 a

significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the

global, regional and national level as a contribution to poverty

alleviation and to the benefit of all life on Earth.”

Endorsed by 110 leaders at the World Summit for Sustainable Development in

2002, and then again by the Millennium +5 Summit in New York in 2005, the

target is a follow-up to the Convention on Biological Diversity, FAO said.

* * *

INDIA CHANGES FROM BIG AID RECIPIENT INTO MAJOR DONOR, UN FOOD AGENCY SAYS

Once a country just on the receiving end of international assistance, India

is playing an increasing and important role in assuring food security for

South Asia, particularly in Afghanistan, a senior official of the United

Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said following meetings with the

country’s Government.

“From being a net recipient in 2000, the Government of India is presently

the 15th largest donor to the World Food Programme in 2005,” said Tony

Banbury, WFP’s Asia Regional Director. “This speaks volumes about India’s

increasing importance in confronting global challenges such as hunger,

malnutrition and illiteracy in South Asia and around the world.”

Mr. Banbury also noted the important role of food assistance in maintaining

security in India’s neighboring countries of Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar andPakistan.

In the last three years, India has made donations worth approximately $52

million to help assist the children in Afghanistan and Iraq to come back

and attend schools. Nearly 2 million children benefit from this

contribution.

“Funding for our food aid programmes in Nepal, in Sri Lanka, and in

Pakistan, continue to be a challenge,” said Mr. Banbury. “I am concerned

that any reductions in these feeding operations can undermine recovery and

foster insecurity in these neighboring states to India.”

Mr. Banbury has been visiting India for a week, traveling to

flood-devastated Rajastan and to Gujarat to visit WFP-supported projects

for the rural poor of India. He noted the benefits of many of these pilot

programmes in bringing improvements to the lives of the rural poor, noting

that thanks to the partnership between the agency and the Government, “WFP

provides fortified food to some 2 million children and pregnant and

lactating women in remote tribal areas of India where malnutrition is at

its worst.”

* * *

UN FOOD AGENCY BATTLES BAD WEATHER AND LANDSLIDES TO REACH HUNGRY IN NEPAL

As part of a major operation to feed tens of thousands of flood survivors

in Nepal, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has battled bad

weather and landslides to help an estimated 8,150 people in the western

Banke District.

The agency – along with the Nepal Red Cross – has given survivors 30 days'

rations which include rice, lentils and oil. Landslides have blocked some

roads but food deliveries are continuing in several harder to reach areas

such as Bardiya, Achham and Mugu districts.

WFP announced in a news release that it has distributed 291 tons of food so

far in western Nepal. Some 1,300 tons will be given to flood victims over

the next few days.

Operations will continue throughout the week, with all districts receiving

food over the next several weeks, the Rome-based agency said.

* * *

UN IMMUNIZATION DRIVE IN AFGHANISTAN AIMS TO REDUCE CHILD AND MATERNAL DEATHS

A newly launched United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) immunization

campaign in Afghanistan aims to reduce child measles mortality by 90 per

cent and to eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus.

Overall, Afghanistan’s infant mortality rate is alarmingly high at over 25

per cent, according to the agency. Measles is a major cause of child death,

and tetanus – which often results from unsanitary conditions at delivery –

is a leading killer of mothers and their newborn babies.

In the complex immunization effort now under way, more than 4 million

children under five will be vaccinated against measles and an estimated 4.2

million women of child bearing age are to receive tetanus vaccine, UNICEF

said in a press release. Mothers who have been vaccinated will pass on

tetanus immunity to their children for the first nine months of life.

Remote provinces such as Bamyan are being targeted by the campaign. Located

in mountainous central Afghanistan, Bamyan poses a security and access

challenge for vaccinators.

“Some children live in remote mountain villages that are hard to reach

because the country lacks a transportation infrastructure,” said UNICEF

health advisor Agostino Paganini. “There are also gender issues. Even now,

many women are wary of moving around freely, so we need to be very

culturally sensitive.”

The people of Bamyan have limited access to health care, and the province’s

child and maternal mortality rates are among the world’s highest.

UNICEF and its partners are supplying vaccines and training for health care

workers to travel to remote regions such as Bamyan in the current campaign.

Temporary immunization posts are set up in village centres, where children

get their measles vaccinations. Teams then go from house to house to

immunize women against tetanus.

The immunization drive is expected to cover all of Afghanistan in phases,

starting with hard-to-reach areas in nine provinces. Vaccination teams plan

to visit these provinces before November – when snow will likely block the

roads – before proceeding to the second phase, which encompasses another 25

provinces.

Diseases such as measles and tetanus can be easily prevented, and UNICEF

said Afghanistan’s dual campaign to fight these diseases will ensure

healthier lives for children and their mothers.

* * *
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