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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 29 September  2006
            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
· Water - the Next Milk And Honey (The Daily Monitor)
· Öko-Flug rund um den Globus (Frankfurter Rundschau)
· Ozone set to recover by 2049 (Ekathimerini)
· Asean must act to hose down haze (The Brunei Times)
· La empresa holandesa responsable del vertido en Costa de Marfil era consciente de la ilegalidad del proceso  (Zona Verde)
· Universidad de Chile entrega informe "Estado del medio ambiente en Chile 2005" (Universia)


Other Environment News
· Powerful earthquake near Samoa triggers tsunami (Xinhua)
· Typhoon Xangsane Batters Philippines, Flooding Towns, Closing Schools and Offices (Associated Press)
· What's it Going to Cost to Clean Up China? (Business Week) 
· California Enacts Historic Global Warming Law (Environment News Service)
· Le climatologue James Hansen prédit un sombre avenir à la Terre (Le Monde)
· Decline in Winter Arctic Ice Linked to Greenhouse Gases (Washington Post)
· Miliband fears on climate change (BBC)
· Des pompes vertes pas si vertes (Libération)
· Biocarburants : Villepin promet le litre à 80 cent (Nouvel Observateur)
· Mr. Buffett’s Excellent Idea (New York Times)
· Environmentalists: Inaction by India, China driving tigers to extinction (USA Today)
· Prizes awarded as Nobel alternative (Al Jazeera)
· Geldsegen für Umweltpreis-Gewinner (Handelsblatt)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

there are no media updates from the Regional Offices today



Other UN News

· UN Daily News of 28 September 2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 28 September 2006
The Daily Monitor (Addis Ababa): Water - the Next Milk And Honey 
By Berhe W. Aregay
28.9.2006 

A few years back, the United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep), announced that on average, globally, that a bottle of water costed more than a bottle of milk. Here too, you might have noticed that a ½ litter of bottled "highland" water costs more than the same amount of milk in the neibourhood. We should thank our luck that tap water is still much cheaper and affordable; even if you have to overlook the occasional murky mixture gushing out of the faucets. 

What do we attribute this phenomenon to; I mean the fact that water is dearer than milk? Partly due to the additional cost of packaging and so on, of course. Whatever the reason, the new trend maybe a portent to the future demands for water outstripping its supply. 

Water, in the future to come, it is thought by many, is poised to become more precious than oil is at present. And not just in some abstract sense but in real dollars-and-cents. Much less uninviting scenario is what some pundits tell, that in some water-constrained parts of the world, "war of the waters", even if it comes in the form of proxy wars, can't be totally avoided. 

It might sound far-fetched, but scientists tell us that the world is neither running out of water nor gaining in the overall balance. According to the Spectator 9 September 2006, " .there is exactly the same amount of water on the planet as there was a million years ago. The problems are those of distribution, contamination. An awful of water is not where people need it" Just think of all the water that fell in this country in the first weeks of the current rainy season. The flush floods that occurred in Dire Dawa and South Omo may be characterized as aberrations of nature. But if all the rainwater that happened during that period were collected, hypothetically speaking, the city of Dire Dawa would not have needed any additional water for domestique purposes for years to come. 

Distribution is critical. Water in Ethiopia, as in many other places, is characterized by shortages and excesses in turns. Some parts of the country remain rainless while others have too much. Even in the same place, some years receive excessive rains while others are dry. So since no one can control that, the next best thing is to mitigate extreme fluctuations. 

In a denuded landscape (more of a rule in Ethiopia than the exception) extreme fluctuations are the de fault mode. Forest canopy, grass cover, well-placed conservation structures and waterways mitigate the force of heavy rains and give protection against uncommon floods. 

In protected landscapes, a good deal of the rainwater is encouraged to go into the soil profile. It ends up as reserve water underneath and in the immediate soil surface. Whatever ends up outside these two becomes almost impossible to retrieve. Imagine Ethiopia attempting to get some of the Nile water back from the Mediterranean Sea. In countries like Ethiopia, one shortcoming in their agriculture has been their inability to increase the percentage of water percolating the soil. 

It should be mentioned, perhaps, that there is also such a thing as "physical water shortage". There're countries like Canada, for instance, that have water readily available more than they know what to do with. Others like in many countries in Africa and the Middle East may never have all the water they need. But the dream of irrigation water on our fields and swimming pools in our backyards goes on, regardless. 

Contamination is the other culprit. Let's say for argument's sake that the streams that flow through Addis on their way to the Rift Valle were free from any contamination. That people treat them with respect and don't dump into them everything that they don't want to even see in their backyards. 

And that factories and hotels respect them and don't directly empty their waste matter and toxic substance into them. If such a highly hypothetical case were true, then Addis would have had plenty of water at its disposal. As it stands, these rivers are now a blot on the landscape. 

What about free market and private investors, can they have any role in shaping better water development in this country? Possibly, if we begin to think outside the box. The provision of drinking water or other has several aspects to it. There is the matter of filtration, treatment, management of storm waters, urban runoff generated from storms, sewer overflow systems etc. not to mention the colossus civil works like the building of dams. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Frankfurter Rundschau: Öko-Flug rund um den Globus
28.9.2006

[...]
Das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (Unep) macht im Internet auf ökologische Veränderungen in vielen Regionen der Welt aufmerksam. In Zusammenarbeit mit Google Earth wird mit Hilfe von Satellitenaufnahmen ein Bild vom Zustand der Erde heute und vor Jahrzehnten gezeigt. Der "Atlas of Our Changing Environment" findet sich im Web unter der Adresse http://na.unep.net/unep-atlas.php. fr
[...]
____________________________________________________________________________

Ekathimerini (Greece): Ozone set to recover by 2049 
The ozone layer above Greece is showing signs of recovery and is likely to improve by the middle of the 21st century, scientists said yesterday.

Alkiviadis Bais, associate professor of physics at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, said the first signs of recovery began appearing in the last three to four years.

“We expect that by the middle of the century we will have a stabilization of the ozone,” Bais said. “The measures taken in the last 15-20 years have lead to an improving situation.”

Scientists agree that the earth’s ozone layer is finally on the mend after decades of damage.

However, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the UN Environmental Program (UNEP) said yesterday that the protective layer, which filters dangerous solar radiation, was recovering more slowly than experts had originally hoped.

Over huge areas of Europe, North America and Asia in the northern hemisphere the layer will be back to pre-1980 levels by 2049, according to experts.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Brunei Times: Asean must act to hose down haze 
29-Sep-06
ONCE again, haze has invaded the celestial space of Brunei Darussalam. It is back with a vengeance, with the Pollutant Standards Index clocking 60 yesterday, almost double the figure tabulated early this week.
Grey skies instead of our typical blue look set to become part of our landscape.

The enveloping haze is an unwelcome import from Kalimantan, about 900km south of Brunei. It is reportedly carried into our country by south-westerly winds.

Dealing with this transborder problem in Asean requires some finesse. 

It is caused primarily by the traditional practice of slashing and burning trees and bushes to free lands up for farming. Given that agriculture is a major economic activity for Asean, it looks likely that the haze will persist.

The past will show that letting this continue is detrimental. During the 1997-98 economic crisis, smoke which blanketed our region chalked up economic losses totalling almost $9 billion as travellers shunned the region and health-care costs rose.

The severity of the pollution then led authorities to close down schools in Brunei. 

The United Nations Environment Program labelled the incident as among the most damaging in recorded history while a study by Asean and the Asian Development Bank stated that the environmental, economic, and social impacts were profound.

A number of factors have been identified as to why the haze situation is becoming an annual affair. Lack of political will, inappropriate and poorly specified polices, weak legislation, ambiguous regulations and bureaucratic procedures are among a host of reasons cited by the above study. 

We believe that it will take some time for this problem to be solved, considering that Asean farmers will need to have a good understanding of appropriate environmentally friendly techniques of farming that in turn call for investment and the necessary infrastructure.

As the recipient of the transboundary product, Brunei can only do what is immediately necessary to safeguard the health of its citizens. 

In this case, the Ministry of Health has issued a warning that haze may cause coughing, sore eyes and a runny nose, and parents are advised to reduce physical activities for children with asthma, lung and heart disease. 

What we hope is that our neighbour will stop the burning so that Brunei's blue skies and fresh air return.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Zona Verde:  La empresa holandesa responsable del vertido en Costa de Marfil era consciente de la ilegalidad del proceso   

El buque Probo Koala, de bandera panameña, descargó hace un mes más de 550 toneladas de desechos tóxicos en el puerto de Abidján, Costa de Marfil. Las emisiones derivadas de esos residuos mataron a siete personas y envenenaron a miles.

La mortal carga fue embarcada en Amsterdam, donde las autoridades portuarias habían rechazado el barco el 2 de julio a causa de su contenido tóxico. El Probo Koala había sido fletado por la empresa Trafigure Beheer BV, especializada en el "suministro y compra de crudo, productos derivados del petróleo, gas licuado de petróleo, metales y minerales de metales y concentrados".

Ahora Trafigure Beheer BV admite que el buque no pasó por la limpieza obligatoria antes de llevar una nueva carga. "La razón por la que en última instancia no lo hizo es que la compañía de eliminación de desechos en Amsterdam quería renegociar su contrato original", aseguró la empresa en una declaración divulgada el martes.

El portavoz de la firma, Jan Maat, dijo a periodistas en Amsterdam que limpiar el barco en Holanda "habría significado perder una enorme suma de dinero". Eso equivaldría a 35.000 dólares por día de demora en el puerto. "Por lo tanto, decidimos bombear nuevamente los desechos en el buque cisterna y buscar otro puerto", alegó.

Un puerto disponible para descargar la basura era Abidján, a unos 7.000 kilómetros de distancia. "Todo el procedimiento fue ilegal", dijo Andreas Bernstorff, experto en tráfico de desechos tóxicos y ex activista de Greenpeace, residente en la septentrional ciudad alemana de Hamburgo.

"Las autoridades portuarias de Amsterdam deberían haber obligado al Probo Koala a ir al incinerador ubicado en la ciudad holandesa de Rotterdam", agregó.

Bernstorff dijo que la Convención de Basilea sobre el Control del Transporte Transnacional de Materiales Tóxicos y sus Desechos regula las responsabilidades de los países industrializados para eliminar los residuos contaminantes. "Según la Convención, las autoridades portuarias de Amsterdam no debieron haber permitido que el Probo Koala continuara su ruta como si no hubiera ocurrido nada malo", aseveró.

La Convención fue adoptada en 1989 en la septentrional ciudad suiza de Basilea y entró en vigencia en 1992. Prohíbe las exportaciones de todas las formas de materiales tóxicos desde los países más industrializados al Sur en desarrollo.

Pero varias naciones industrializadas, como Australia, Canadá y Estados Unidos, no la ratificaron. Holanda estuvo entre los 15 miembros más antiguos de la Unión Europea que suscribieron la Convención desde que fue concebida.

La organización ambiental Basel Action Network (BAN, Red de Acción de Basilea) con sede en la septentrional ciudad estadounidense de Seattle, sostuvo que la eliminación de la carga tóxica del Probo Koala en Abidján era "una clara violación de las normas ambientales internacionales".

Importantes ambientalistas condenaron lo ocurrido. "El desastre de Abidján es un ejemplo particularmente doloroso del sufrimiento humano causado por la descarga ilegal de desechos" tóxicos, indicó el director del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma), Achim Steiner, en un comunicado de prensa emitido por la secretaría de la Convención de Basilea.

"Son puros desechos petroquímicos", apuntó, por su parte Rudolph Walder, experto suizo en materiales tóxicos del Equipo de las Naciones Unidas para la Evaluación y Coordinación en casos de Desastres (Undac) en Abidján.

Walder añadió que los desechos incluían sólidos, sustancias oleosas y agua, productos que podrían proceder de una refinería, de la industria petroquímica o de la limpieza de barcos.

"Me queda muy claro que los residuos constituyen un producto que viola la Convención de Basilea", aseguró. "La actual situación se parece mucho a la de 1988", antes que la Convención fuera adoptada, señaló Jim Puckett, de BAN. "Ahora, pese a las regulaciones, hay más evidencia de muerte y enfermedades derivadas del transporte de desechos que nunca antes".

Martin Bézieux, experto en desechos tóxicos de Greenpeace Francia, dijo que "las reglas que prohíben tales exportaciones existen, pero su aplicación y el control de su aplicación son insuficientes".

UNA SITUACIÓN GENERALIZADA

La exportación ilegal de residuos contaminantes de países industrializados a naciones en desarrollo es rutina. Según Greenpeace, "inspecciones de 18 puertos marítimos europeos en 2005 descubrieron que 47 por ciento de desechos destinados a la exportación, incluyendo basura electrónica, eran ilegales".

Sólo de Gran Bretaña, al menos 23.000 toneladas de basura electrónica no declarada o del mercado "gris" (de equipos reacondicionados a nuevo) fueron embarcadas ilegalmente en 2003 a Asia sudoriental, África, China e India, según Greenpeace.

En Estados Unidos, la Silicon Valley Toxic Coalition (SVTC, Coalición de Silicon Valley contra las Sustancias Tóxicas), organización no gubernamental que hace campaña contra la exportación de desechos electrónicos, estima que entre 50 y 80 por ciento de la basura electrónica recolectada para su reciclaje es enviada a países en desarrollo.

En su informe "Exporting harm - the high-tech trashing of Asia" ("Exportando daños: El basurero de alta tecnología de Asia), difundido en 2002, la SVTC estima que, entre 1997 y 2007, unos 500 millones de computadoras usadas en Estados Unidos se habrán vuelto obsoletas, llevando a la producción de más de 600.000 toneladas de desechos tóxicos, incluyendo plástico, plomo, cadmio, cromo y mercurio.

La Comisión Europea, órgano ejecutivo de la Unión Europea, admite que 50 por ciento de las exportaciones de residuos que parten de puertos del bloque no cumplen con la legislación internacional. La Comisión anunció en junio que a partir de 2007 reforzará la aplicación de sus propias leyes.

Expertos ambientales estiman que cada año se producen más de 100 millones de toneladas de materiales contaminantes en todo el mundo, y alrededor de 10 por ciento de esa cantidad se exporta.

"Estas cifras dan una idea de la dimensión de la situación, pero no pueden ilustrar completamente la realidad del comercio de desechos tóxicos", según indicó el subsecretario ejecutivo de la Convención de Basilea, Pierre Portas. Un peligro particular presenta la exportación de barcos cuya vida útil está por finalizar, contaminados con asbesto y residuos electrónicos, a desguazaderos de Asia.

Este año, el gobierno francés fue forzado a abandonar la exportación de su portaaviones militar Clemenceau, contaminado con asbesto, al astillero de Alang, en el occidental estado indio de Gujarat.

Pero otro buque, el SS Norway, anteriormente propiedad del gobierno francés y que se dice contiene 1.250 toneladas de asbesto, espera ser desmantelado en el mismo desguazadero.

Se sabe que el asbesto, una fibra mineral que puede ser fácilmente inhalada, causa cáncer y asbestosis, una fatal enfermedad pulmonar. Su uso fue común en diversas industrias, sobre todo en la construcción, como aislante y protector del fuego.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Universia (Chile): Universidad de Chile entrega informe "Estado del medio ambiente en Chile 2005"
28.9.2006
El documento se inserta en la categoría "Geo Chile", como parte de los Informes Nacionales del estudio "Perspectivas del medio ambiente mundial", elaborado por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

El Instituto de Asuntos Públicos de la Universidad de Chile dio a conocer el "Estado del medio ambiente en Chile 2005", estudio que presenta un análisis detallado por región sobre los siete componentes del patrimonio natural: Aire, aguas continentales, bosques nativos, diversidad biológica, suvelos, ecosistemas marinos y del borde costero, y minerales e hidrocarburos, además de un estudio sobre asentamientos humanos y otro sobre energía.

"Cada vez tenemos menos suelo, bosque nativo, agua de calidad y recursos del mar, eso significa que somos menos país de lo que éramos antes, a pesar de lo mucho que se ha hecho. Cada vez nos empequeñecemos más", sentenció el director del Informe País, profesor Nicolo Gligo.

El documento, elaborado por académicos de diversas universidades chilenas cada tres años, arrojó que mientras los problemas ambientales en la Región Metropolitana se concentran en el suelo, el área sur manifiesta mayores complicaciones con el bosque nativo y el norte, de competencias por el uso del agua.

Según Gligo, en el plano medioambiental las pérdidas de recursos del país tienen un carácter histórico, como lo es la erosión que tiene antecedentes en la época colonial. A ello se suma la generación de nuevos problemas relacionados con el uso de tecnologías contaminantes que, en el caso de Santiago, se hacen evidente en la calidad de su aire. 

"A pesar de lo mucho que se ha hecho, de todos modos el balance es que todavía incumplimos los compromisos que nosotros mismos habíamos fijado como metas para el año 2005".

- ¿Qué avances y retrocesos vislumbra el escrito comparado con su versión anterior?

Ha disminuido bastante la contaminación de metales pesados en los mares, parece que hay un mejor tratamiento de la industria. También se observa una tendencia a que algunos recursos del mar no sean sobrepescados porque hay unas leyes más favorables. Entre los problemas que han surgido está la expansión del uso del suelo que es muy importante, porque ahora se está yendo hacia los cerros. Ahí hay un potencial de erosión.

- ¿Vamos de mal en peor en materias medioambientales?

Efectivamente, pero se han hecho muchas cosas. Tenemos que hacer más. Necesitamos voluntad política que nace de una conciencia crítica que la gente no tiene. Es culpa nuestra porque cuando hay voluntad política es cuando el tema se convierte en un objeto político por excelencia, para eso debe haber presión de la población. No hay conciencia de lo que está pasando.

- ¿Quién o quiénes son los responsables de esta situación?

Hay presiones sobre el medio ambiente que escapan de medidas de políticas concretas y que dicen relación con el modelo económico, incluso con el incremento de la población. También hay medidas que son ineficaces e ineficientes. El problema no es de las instituciones públicas ni de la CONAMA, es de todos nosotros, de todos los chilenos. Creo que acá hay un problema de responsabilidad social y política, frente al tema.

Desde la próxima semana el sitio web del Instituto de Asuntos Públicos contará con una versión descargable del documento.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Xinhua: Powerful earthquake near Samoa triggers tsunami

BEIJING, Sept. 28 (Xinhuanet) -- A magnitude 7.0 earthquake hit near the South Pacific nation of Samoa on Thursday, generating a tsunami, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii said. 

    "Sea level readings indicate a tsunami was generated," says a warning on the centre's website. 

    It warns that it may have been destructive along coasts near the earthquake epicentre. 

    It says no tsunami threat exists for other coastal areas in the Pacific, although some other areas may experience small sea level changes. 

    The U.S. Geological Survey put the quake's magnitude at 6.7 and said it was centered in the Samoa islands group between Tonga and American Samoa. It said the quake occurred 43 km under the sea floor. 

    The epicenter was about 195 km southeast of Hihifo in the sparsely populated far northern reaches of Tonga and about 290 km southwest of Pago Pago in American Samoa. Enditem

_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Typhoon Xangsane Batters Philippines, Flooding Towns, Closing Schools and Offices

28.9.2006

MANILA, Philippines — Typhoon Xangsane unleashed fierce winds and dumped heavy rains across the northern and central Philippines on Thursday, cutting off roads and phone lines as authorites shut down schools, ferries and the country's financial markets. 

The Category 4 typhoon, packing maximum winds of 230 kilometers (143 miles) per hour and gusts of up to 280 kph (175 mph), made landfall overnight in the central Bicol region and was forecast to pass through the capital, Manila, the U.S. Navy's Joint Typhoon Warning Center reported. 

The Philippine weather bureau gave a lower wind speed of 130 kph (81 mph) and gusts of 160 kph (100 mph). It wasn't immediately clear why the discrepancy existed. 

More than 4,000 ferry passengers were stranded after the coast guard banned vessels from leaving ports, including in Manila. 

The coastal province of Albay, about 320 kilometers (200 miles) southeast of Manila, felt the brunt of the typhoon. A regional highway was impassable because of uprooted trees, power cuts were reported in six provinces and a landslide cut off the road between Antique and Iloilo provinces on central Panay island, the Office of Civil Defense reported. 

Half of the villages in one town in Antique province were under 1.5 meters (five feet) of water after the Dalanas River overflowed, the civil defense said. 

Rescuers in other provinces were unable to respond to calls for help because of heavy rains and blocked roads, Bicol civil defense chief Arnel Capili told Radio DZRH. 

Authorities also closed the financial markets in Manila on Thursday. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Business Week:  What's it Going to Cost to Clean Up China? 

By Brian Bremner
28.9.2006
Just how costly is China's environmental mess? The working assumption is that the situation is somewhere between really bad and off-the-charts ghastly. Yet getting a real statistical grip on the scale of the problem has been tough for Chinese leaders and outside observers alike. To its credit, President Hu Jintao's government is trying to remedy that and has just published a statistical portrait of the mainland's ecological woes that makes for some disturbing reading.

In early September, China's State Environmental Protection Administration and the National Bureau of Statistics of China published a two-year study that takes a stab at analyzing the real economic costs of the mainland's world-class industrial pollution problems.

The aim here is to adjust China's supersonic economic growth -- the mainland clocked 10.6% growth in the first half -- to reflect the price tag of environmental damage in terms of public health, lost agricultural production, and productive use of land and water from pollution. (You can find an English-language summary of the study at here.)

Huge Burden. The study estimates that the economic cost from China's industrial pollution reached $64 billion in 2004, or about 3% the country's gross domestic product [GDP]. "This striking figure just tells us that environmental pollution is quite severe at present," the report concludes. It's also a huge burden for a developing economy like China that still has big pockets of population barely making ends meet.

The cleanup cost of that mess in 2004 alone would have cost another $36 billion. China actually spent about a third of that amount two years ago, according to Stephen Greene, senior economist at Standard Chartered Bank, in a Sept. 25 report on the study.

What's worse, these numbers no doubt underestimate the real economic costs on the ground, as the report by the two agencies readily concedes. For instance, the analysis doesn't look at China's serious groundwater and soil contamination, which has hit agricultural productivity hard and will be costly to reverse. Nor does it examine the cost of depleted or poorly used land, forests, water, or fishery assets, and long-term ecological costs of, say, China's massive acid rain problem.

Brake On Economy. Even so, and putting aside these research shortcomings for the moment, the two agencies figure China would need a one-off investment of $135 billion to install the latest pollution-control technology to deal with the industrial pollution at its source and thus make a real lasting impact. That's about 7% of China's economic output. "The calculated figures again prove that environmental crisis is more and more severely restricting economic development of China," according to the environmental impact statement.

In its latest economic five-year plan, that runs from 2006 to 2010, China will commit $175 billion in a multi-year effort to clean up industrial pollution. It will probably take more money to get that job done, given the omissions in the current study.

China, of course, isn't the first high-speed developing economy to grapple with the tradeoffs between prosperity that lifts millions out of poverty and environmental damage that degrades living standards. But it does need to do a better job on cracking down on industrial polluters and enforcing environmental protection laws already on the books.

The Party Factor. Pan Yue, vice-minister of China's State Environmental Protection Administration, has predicted that the "pollution load of China will quadruple by 2020" if nothing is done. Already, some 20% of the population lives in "severely polluted" areas, according to SEPA estimates, and 70% of the country's rivers and lakes are in grim shape, according to the World Bank.

One big problem for China's regulators, as Standard Chartered's Greene points out, is that local environmental regulators owe their allegiance to local Communist Party officials who control budgets and promotions. "When SEPA attempts to investigate, fine, or close down polluting facilities, localities often simply ignore them," he says.

Beijing deserves credit for trying to get a handle on the economic costs of its pollution scourge. But it's going to take a lot of political will, as well as money, to really deal with the problem at its source.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Environment News Service: California Enacts Historic Global Warming Law 

28.9.2006
SAN FRANCISCO, California, September 28, 2006 (ENS) - California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed a landmark law on Wednesday aimed at reducing the state's greenhouse gas emissions 25 percent by 2020. The new law establishes the first U.S. cap on greenhouse gas emissions and stands in stark contrast to the federal government's failure to impose mandatory reductions of emissions linked to global warming. 

Schwarzenegger said the law fulfills his pledge to make California "number one in the fight against global warming." 

"This is something we owe our children and our grandchildren," the Republican governor said. "We simply must do everything in our power to slow down global warming before it's too late." 

At the San Francisco bill signing ceremony, British Prime Minister Tony Blair addressed attendees via satellite and praised California for enacting the law. 

"This will echo right round the rest of the world," Blair said. "You are showing brilliant leadership that will inspire a lot of people worldwide." 

The law specifically calls on the state to cut emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2020 - a 25 percent reduction. An executive order signed by Schwarzenegger calls for the state to ultimately cut emissions 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. 

The details of the program have yet to be determined, but businesses across the state expect to be hit with strict emission limits. Companies subject to the new limits would be allowed to trade carbon dioxide emission allowances in a market - similar to how sulfur dioxide emissions credits are traded today under federal legislation. 

The new law requires the state's Air Resources Board to adopt regulations to enable a cap and trade program and gives the board the authority to enforce the regulations beginning in 2012. 

In the interim, the board will begin to measure the greenhouse gas emissions of the industries it determines as significant sources of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Critics of the measure say forcing companies to cut emissions will make some companies leave California and will harm the state's economy. 

Schwarzenegger rejected that claim and said the law is "unquestionably good for businesses." 

"Not only large, well-established businesses, but small businesses that will harness their entrepreneurial spirit to help us achieve our climate goals," he said. 

The law includes a provision giving the California governor the ability to invoke a safety valve and suspend the emissions caps for up to one year in the case of an emergency or significant economic harm. 

Environmental groups hailed the signing of the law and called it a turning point in international efforts to address global warming. 

"It makes a world of difference what we do in California," said Sheryl Carter, director of Western energy programs for NRDC. "That's why the world is literally watching as we take this historic step against global warming." 

California has often been the environmental pioneer in the United States and it is the world's 12th largest producer of greenhouse gases. 

Blair has already agreed to a climate partnership with California, as have Oregon and Washington. Ten other states and Canada already have adopted California's first global warming law - a statute that requires all new cars to emit 30 percent less global warming pollution by 2016. 

Automakers have filed suit to block that regulation. Earlier this month California announced a new lawsuit against six U.S. and Japanese auto manufacturers, alleging their vehicles' emissions have contributed significantly to global warming and harmed the economy and environment of California. 

In addition, the U.S. Supreme Court is currently reviewing a lawsuit filed by California and 11 other states, two cities and major environmental groups challenging the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's refusal to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. 

Schwarzenegger said it is only a matter of time before others - including the U.S. federal government - follow California's lead and embrace mandatory emission cuts. 

The law begins "a bold new era of environmental protection here in California that will change the course of history," he said. 

"Other countries like India and China, Brazil and Mexico will join us when they see all the great work that we are doing," Schwarzenegger added. "Also our federal government will follow us. Trust me."

___________________________________________________________________________
Le Monde: Le climatologue James Hansen prédit un sombre avenir à la Terre

Stéphane Foucart 

28.09.06 
C'est une publication à la fois mineure et fondamentale que cosigne, mardi 26 septembre dans les Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, le grand climatologue américain James Hansen. Mineure parce qu'elle n'apporte aucune donnée nouvelle. Fondamentale parce qu'elle rassemble et met en perspective, sous la signature du directeur du Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISS), les données disponibles sur l'état climatique de la planète.

Le bilan est sombre. L'année 2005 est la plus chaude jamais enregistrée. La température moyenne de la Terre a augmenté de 0,8 ºC en un siècle. A elles seules, les trois dernières décennies ont vu une augmentation moyenne de 0,6 0C, ce qui traduit une inquiétante accélération du processus. L'analyse des sédiments marins du Pacifique équatorial et de l'océan Indien suggère, selon M. Hansen et ses collègues, que les températures actuelles sont dans la fourchette haute de celles qui prévalent depuis le début de l'Holocène, il y a 12 000 ans.

"Jusqu'à présent, personne ne s'était risqué à comparer les températures actuelles avec celles de périodes aussi lointaines, souligne Valérie Masson-Delmotte, chercheur au Laboratoire des sciences du climat et de l'environnement (LSCE). On s'arrêtait jusqu'ici, dans la littérature scientifique, aux 250 dernières années." Cette comparaison, explique James Hansen dans un communiqué, "signifie qu'un réchauffement supplémentaire d'un degré celsius définit un niveau critique". "Si l'augmentation moyenne des températures est maintenue sous ce seuil, les effets du changement climatique pourraient être relativement gérables, poursuit le climatologue, qui avait dénoncé, en 2005, la censure de ses travaux par l'administration centrale de la NASA. Mais si le réchauffement à venir atteint 2 ou 3 degrés celsius, nous verrons sans doute des changements qui feront de la Terre une planète différente de celle que nous connaissons."
Fait rarissime dans la littérature scientifique, James Hansen fait référence à une oeuvre de fiction, en démontant la théorie développée par Michael Crichton dans son dernier roman (Etat d'urgence, éd. Robert Laffont, 646 p., 44 €), selon laquelle les mesures de température des stations terrestres seraient faussées par le développement urbain de ces dernières décennies, qui aurait "pollué" les données. Pour le climatologue Gavin Schmidt, du GISS, cette exception est justifiée par "la grande influence du livre de Crichton dans le discours public".

La conclusion de M. Hansen est qu'il faut désormais stimuler les discussions autour de procédés de géo-ingénierie pour contrecarrer artificiellement le réchauffement. Le danger étant, ajoute-t-il, que ces projets occultent les efforts déjà engagés pour réduire les émissions de gaz à effet de serre. 

L'homme émet toujours plus de méthane
Le méthane (CH4) est un gaz à effet de serre environ 20 fois plus puissant que le dioxyde de carbone (CO2). Depuis le début de l'ère industrielle, sa concentration atmosphérique moyenne a triplé, mais elle semble se stabiliser depuis le début des années 1990, les émissions dues aux activités humaines ayant tendance à décroître.

Des travaux publiés jeudi 28 septembre dans la revue Nature montrent que les sources anthropogéniques sont à nouveau en hausse depuis 1999. "Selon nos travaux, cette hausse est cependant compensée par la baisse des émissions naturelles imputables aux zones humides et inondées, certaines d'entre elles ayant eu tendance à souffrir de sécheresse ces sept à huit dernières années dans l'hémisphère Nord, explique Philippe Bousquet, chercheur au Laboratoire des sciences du climat et de l'environnement (LSCE) et principal auteur de l'étude. Par ailleurs, il semblerait que l'augmentation des sources anthropogéniques soit liée à la croissance de l'activité industrielle en Asie."
De grandes incertitudes demeurent sur le cycle du méthane. Certaines sources naturelles de ce gaz sont encore inconnues et de récents travaux ont suggéré que les végétaux terrestres pourraient en être, contre toute attente, de gros émetteurs. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Washington Post: Decline in Winter Arctic Ice Linked to Greenhouse Gases
By Marc Kaufman
14.9.2006
The amount of ice being formed in the Arctic winter has declined sharply in the past two years, a finding that NASA climate researchers say significantly increases their confidence that greenhouse gases created by autos and industry are warming the Arctic and the globe.

For years, scientists have reported a steady decrease in summertime Arctic ice, but they had never before found a similar reduction in the amount of ice being created during the frigid and dark Arctic winter. This lack of effect on the Arctic winter was one flaw in the scientific models of global warming, which predicted a steady decrease in ice formation.

But a new paper by Josefino Comiso, a senior research scientist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, found precisely the reduction in wintertime ice over the past two years that the model had predicted. The past two winters each produced 6 percent less ice than the average amount measured for almost three decades.

"This amount of Arctic sea ice reduction the past two consecutive winters has not taken place before during the 27 years satellite data has been available," Comiso said. "In the past, sea ice reduction in winter was significantly lower per decade compared to summer sea ice retreat. What's remarkable is that we've witnessed sea ice reduction at 6 percent per year over just the last two winters, most likely a result of warming due to greenhouse gases."

Comiso yesterday called the new data from satellite imaging of ice formation and temperatures "the strongest evidence of global warming in the Arctic so far."

The drop in wintertime ice tracks a similar drop in sea ice detected in the warmer months. According to Mark Serreze, senior research analyst with the National Snow and Ice Data Center, the amount of ice in the Arctic at the end of the 2005 summer was the smallest seen in 27 years of satellite imaging, and probably the smallest in 100 years. He said this year's summer ice cover started out even smaller but is not another record.

Serreze, in a teleconference with Comiso yesterday, said the new information on wintertime ice increases his confidence that greenhouse gases, and not other variables of weather and climate, are causing the warming.

"There a growing consistency here, with our observations in line with what our models project," said Serreze, whose group is part of the University of Colorado and does contract work for NASA.

Comiso said that researchers had been puzzled that wintertime ice creation remained robust in the Arctic while summertime melt was increasing, since the greenhouse effect would have potentially greater impact on wintertime ice.

In a paper that will appear in the journal Geophysical Research Letters, Comiso describes a "remarkable turn of events, with the observation of record low ice extent and area during the winters of 2005 and 2006." He adds: "The abnormally low winter ice maximum extent and area and enhanced surface temperatures in 2005 and 2006 . . . may just be the beginning of these trends which have been more apparent in other seasons."

Comiso said the wintertime polar warming may be caused by increases and changes in long-wave radiation from the sun, which is associated with the greenhouse effect. He also said the fact that there is so much less ice visible during the summer suggests that the ice cover is not getting as thick in the winter as it used to.

NASA also announced yesterday a study of the effects of shrinking Arctic ice formation on polar bears. The paper, to be published in the journal Arctic, found a marked decrease in the time that polar bears can spend on sea ice, their preferred platform for hunting seals and other sea mammals. As the coastal ice melts, said Claire Parkinson, a senior scientist at the Goddard facility, the animals have been forced to spend more time on land -- resulting in more encounters with people and a decline in the bears' average body weight.

The paper reports that the average weight of adult female polar bears in western Hudson Bay was 650 pounds in 1980. Their average weight in 2004 was 507 pounds -- a 143-pound drop.

"A key result of our research is its strong suggestion that climate warming is having a significant and negative effect on a primary species reliant on the sea ice cover for survival," Parkinson said.

She said that while the Antarctic experienced a sharp decline in ice cover during the 1970s but then recovered, there were no signs that the Arctic will now recover its ice in the same way.

____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Miliband fears on climate change 

27.09.2006
People "should be scared" about global warming - and be ready to take action to help tackle the problem, says Environment Secretary David Miliband. 
Mr Miliband told the BBC people were more aware as they recognise "something funny is going on with the weather". 

He said people would be willing to play their part as long as government did. 

Mr Miliband later said the government was putting £10m into a scheme to boost use of renewable energy, particularly wind power. 

He said the scheme, run by the Carbon Trust, planned to generate enough renewable energy to serve the houses of Exeter, Oxford, Norwich and Newcastle combined. 

"The Carbon Trust has shown how plans for renewable installations, mainly wind power, on the land of local authorities and hospitals can be held back because public and private investment are not working together," he said. 

"Our investment of £10m has the potential to unlock up to half a billion pounds in private investment, produce 500 megawatts of renewable electricity for public sector organisations to use themselves or to deliver to homes and businesses around the country." 

Mr Miliband's announcement was welcomed by the British Wind Energy Association (BWEA). They described the scheme as the "missing link" in the relationship between the public sector and the renewables industry. 

BWEA chief executive Maria McCaffery said: "This will be welcome news to our members working in onshore wind who are leading the way in delivering the government targets for renewable energy by 2010. 

"There are many good examples of wind energy already developed on public sector land, at schools, hospitals and council buildings," she said, "and Partnerships for Renewables, aided by Defra's support, will catalyse further development of this exciting new sector." 

Job shock 
Earlier, Mr Miliband told BBC Radio 4's Today programme that if a million people switched to low-energy light bulbs, the effect would be the same as taking 70,000 cars off Britain's roads. 

He said he wanted to give incentives to power companies to encourage householders to switch to greater energy efficiency. 

The former Downing Street policy chief was given the environment brief in May's reshuffle. 

He said he had thought he had been well-informed about climate change but had quickly been shocked by what he had learned since taking on the job. 

"We should be quite scared - I'm more scared than I was five months ago but I'm also more hopeful," he said. 

He said the technology to produce carbon-free fuel was now in place and had to be rolled out on a "mass scale". 

"People say there should be a debate about global warming. But I tell you the debate is over; the reckoning has begun. The truth is staring us in the face. Climate change is here, in our country; it is an issue for our generation as well as future generations; and those who deny it are the flat-earthers of the 21st century," he said. 

__________________________________________________________________________
Libération: Des pompes vertes pas si vertes 

Par Laure NOUALHAT

27 septembre 2006

Le biocarburant E85 sera distribué dès 2007. Une bonne nouvelle pour les agriculteurs qui laisse nombre d'écologistes sceptiques. 

Acroire qu'il y a subitement le feu au pot d'échappement. Le groupe de travail sur la filière flexfuel vient à peine de rendre son rapport qu'on ne parle plus que de ça, à la veille de l'ouverture du Mondial de l'automobile. Thierry Breton, le ministre de l'Economie, a annoncé hier que le gouvernement mettra en place des pompes à essence verte fournissant du biocarburant dès 2007. De quoi submerger la France de champs de betteraves ou de blé...

Présidé par l'ancien pilote Alain Prost, le groupe de travail a, sans surprise, conclu à la faisabilité du développement de la filière E85 en France. Les véhicules existent (PSA réalise 80 % de ses ventes au Brésil avec ce type de motorisation) et n'exigent que des modifications mineures : 200 euros sur un modèle de série.

Selon le rapport, le volume des exportations de la France en céréales et en sucre de betterave représenterait déjà l'équivalent de «70 % des besoins annuels d'essence pour les voitures particulières». Quant au réseau de distribution, il serait en place : l'aménagement d'une pompe flexfuel ne coûtera qu'entre 20 000 et 40 000 euros en travaux à une station-service. On peut compter, toujours selon le rapport, sur 500 pompes vertes d'ici à la fin 2007.

Avantages fiscaux. Avec 85 % d'éthanol mêlé à l'essence, le flexfuel est le carburant le plus vert de tous. Il est une façon polie d'imposer aux pétroliers l'ajout d'éthanol dans leur essence. Car, du fait de la «diésélisation» du parc automobile français, les raffineries sont déjà en surproduction et les pétroliers préféreraient ne pas mélanger leur essence. En Europe, inutile de rouler aussi vert. La directive de 2003 impose un tout petit 5,75 % de biocarburants dans nos réservoirs d'ici à 2010. La France, elle, imposera ce mélange dès 2008, 7 % en 2010, puis 10 % en 2015... Pour atteindre cet objectif, les agréments fiscaux accordés aux usines ont fortement augmenté. L'essence bio est une façon bien commode d'aider la filière agricole, obligée de s'adapter à la réforme de la politique agricole commune, tout en séduisant les écologistes.

Seulement, ces derniers doutent du bilan écologique de l'essence verte. Elle permet de moins émettre de gaz à effet de serre, mais la culture intensive de blé, de betteraves ou de colza n'est pas anodine pour l'environnement (lire ci-contre). Sans compter que le pays ne dispose pas de la surface cultivable nécessaire pour alimenter les réservoirs de 36 millions de véhicules. «C'est une bonne idée, mais très partielle», prévient Jean-Louis Bal de l'Agence de l'environnement et de la maîtrise de l'énergie (Ademe).

«Négligeable». Pour s'affranchir de notre dépendance pétrolière, les biocarburants seront insuffisants. D'après Jean-Marc Jancovici, expert énergétique, la consommation mondiale de biocarburants représente aujourd'hui 15 millions de tonnes équivalent pétrole par an, alors que la consommation mondiale dudit pétrole est de 3 500 millions de tonnes par an. «Les biocarburants sont donc un intéressant problème de politique agricole, mais un élément négligeable d'une politique énergétique», dit-il.

Et, pour l'automobiliste obnubilé par l'augmentation du carburant, qu'est-ce que ça change que son essence soit noire ou verte ? Pas grand-chose. Les faibles mélanges ne seront pas forcément compétitifs, «sauf à partir de 65 dollars le baril», estime Jean-Louis Bal. L'E85 bénéficierait de mesures incitatives (droits de stationnement réduits, exonération totale ou partielle de la taxe sur les cartes grises...), et Thierry Breton nous le promet carrément à 0,80 euro le litre. C'est un peu tôt pour faire de telles prévisions. L'automobiliste, quel que soit le prix, devra payer. Voilà la seule certitude.

___________________________________________________________________________
Nouvel Observateur: Biocarburants : Villepin promet le litre à 80 cent 
29.09.06 
[image: image1.png]



Sur RMC-Info, quelques heures avant d'inaugurer le salon de l'Automobile, le Premier ministre a promis que le carburant vert sera "fortement compétitif". 
L e carburant vert, l'Ethanol E85, coûtera "80 centimes d'euros le litre", a expliqué vendredi 29 septembre sur RMC-Info le Premier ministre Dominique de Villepin, qui devait inaugurer dans la matinée le salon de l'automobile. 
"C'est fortement compétitif", a-t-il souligné. "Nous voulons que (c)e carburant soit le moins cher et le moins taxé". 
Alain Prost a présenté mardi 26 septembre son rapport "Flex Fuel 2010", dont l'objectif est de permettre aux Français de disposer avant la fin de la décennie d'une offre de carburant vert, avec l'Ethanol E85. Dès l'an prochain, cinq constructeurs automobiles dont PSA et Renault devraient vendre en France des véhicules pouvant utiliser ce carburant contenant 85% d'éthanol, alors qu'au moins 500 pompes devraient en fournir.

[...]
____________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: Mr. Buffett’s Excellent Idea 

28.9.2006
At the center of the current showdown with Iran is one chilling technical fact: The same technology that can make fuel for a nuclear reactor can also make the core of a nuclear bomb. 

Add to that the legal fact that the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty guarantees all members in good standing the right to make their own reactor fuel and you have a pretty good idea why the United States and Europe are having such a tough time blocking Tehran’s nuclear ambitions.

Enter Warren Buffett, the billionaire investor and philanthropist. He is pledging $50 million for a fuel bank — run by the International Atomic Energy Agency — to be a supplier of last resort for any country that chooses not to get into the risky reactor fuel business and gets the I.A.E.A. seal of approval. 

Right now countries can argue — sincerely or not — that without their own fuel plants they can be easily blackmailed by foreign suppliers with whom they have political disagreements. Iran has been caught lying about its nuclear program too often to believe that all it wants is reactor fuel. But its talk of nuclear cartels still gets a sympathetic hearing from many of the nuclear have-nots. 

Mr. Buffett, who is working with the nonprofit Nuclear Threat Initiative, headed by former Senator Sam Nunn, is a man who understands leverage. He won’t kick in his $50 million unless some government or governments ante up $100 million in cash or fuel. And the project has to come together within two years or he will take his money off the table.

In early 2004, President Bush rightly called for a ban on all new sales of sensitive nuclear fuel technology. But the idea has gone nowhere, with the have-nots charging discrimination and even friends like Argentina, Australia and South Africa talking about getting into the business. 

American officials publicly welcomed Mr. Buffett’s proposal as one way to persuade countries that they don’t need to make their own fuel. But there’s no talk of matching his largess. The White House — which has long criticized the I.A.E.A. for not being tough enough on Iran — is not eager to give the agency more power. 

Instead, the administration has joined with Russia and four other major fuel producers to offer overlapping supply guarantees, with each promising to make up for the others’ possible shortfall. That’s a start. But we suspect that any plan that has governments — rather than the more neutral I.A.E.A. — offering guarantees won’t calm suspicions or take away Iran’s excuse. 

More than 50 years ago, President Eisenhower first proposed setting up an international nuclear fuel bank, the original concept for the I.A.E.A. Washington would do well to take a harder look at Mr. Buffett’s — and Mr. Eisenhower’s — excellent idea. And then come up with the cash. 

____________________________________________________________________________

USA Today: Environmentalists: Inaction by India, China driving tigers to extinction
27.9.2006
NEW DELHI (AP) — Environmentalists accused India and China in a stinging indictment Wednesday of doing almost nothing to stem the rapid decline of tigers in the wild, saying the big cats will likely vanish completely within a few years without government intervention.

Trade in poached Indian tigers is flourishing across the border in Chinese-controlled Tibet, where organized crime groups sell them for use in traditional medicines, ceremonial clothing and as souvenirs, according to two environmental agencies, which secretly photographed the trade. 
Photos shown at a news conference Wednesday showed dozens of tiger and leopard skins openly on sale, while in others, Chinese police officers laughed and posed with people wearing clothing made of tiger skins.

The groups — the Wildlife Protection Society of India and the Environmental Investigation Agency, a non-profit British-based group — accused the Indian and Chinese governments of failing to stop the trade.

"In China, the police have decided to turn a blind eye to the slaughter of tigers in India," despite tough laws against trading in endangered animals, said Belinda Wright, director of the Wildlife Protection Society of India.

She said India has not put together an effective force to combat poaching after 12 years of talking about it. "It is the politics in India that is killing the tiger, the petty agendas and personal rivalries," she said.

Kalpana Balkhiwala, a spokeswoman for the Indian Ministry of Environment and Forests, which is responsible for tiger conservation, said the ministry had no comment on the report. Chinese officials could not be immediately reached for comment.

Both governments have received copies of the report, Wright said.

Last year, Indian officials were forced to acknowledge that poachers had wiped out every tiger in one of India's premier reserves, and that Indian wildlife officials had long exaggerated the number of tigers across the country.

But despite a loud public and official outcry, Wright said tiger protection has not improved.

The U.S. National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's Save the Tiger Fund estimates there are 3,000 to 5,000 tigers currently left in the world, said Judy Mills, director of the fund's Campaign Against Tiger Trafficking.

However, conservationists believe official estimates of tigers in the wild are grossly exaggerated and that the true figure may be closer to 2,000 — or as little as several hundred.

"We need to start imagining a world without the great predators," Wright said. "It is about to become a reality. I stand before you completely defeated. So little has been done since we exposed this last year. The countries involved — India, China and Nepal — have done so little to curb the slaughter. India will soon have no tigers."

"It's just a handful of years before you have none left."

Trade in endangered species, including the Bengal tiger, is banned worldwide under a U.N. convention. But the high premium attached to tiger skins and the use of other tiger body parts in traditional Chinese medicines have created a thriving illegal trade.

Mills said China was considering lifting its ban on the trade of bones from tigers raised on farms for use in medicines. This will undoubtedly fuel the poaching of wild tigers because the animals are expensive to raise on farms and cheap to kill in the forests of India, she warned. And, there's no way to differentiate between the bones, she said.

"This will hammer the last nails in the coffin of wild tigers," Mills said by telephone from Washington, D.C. "There's no question in my mind."

An expose last year by Wright's group and the Environmental Investigation Agency helped curb the use of tiger skins in Tibetan ceremonial dress, particularly after the Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, denounced the practice.

Now, she said, Chinese are buying pelts or body parts as souvenirs. "Chinese businessmen are buying it for home decor," Wright said.

The market will continue to expand unless the governments take a strong stand against the trade, said Debbie Banks, head of Environmental Investigation Agency's tiger campaign.

"The trade is run by highly organized networks who have far too much invested to let a few isolated raids and random seizures deter them," she said in a statement.

During the investigation, researchers even came across a Tibetan ceremonial tent made of 108 tiger skins. Its owners said it was several hundred years old, but it had recently been repaired and several of the skins looked new, said researcher Nitin Desai.

"I looked at it and said: That is the end of the tiger — 108 skins," he said.
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Al Jazeera: Prizes awarded as Nobel alternative
 28 September 2006 
A former United States defence department official who leaked Pentagon documents, an Indian women's rights activist and a poetry festival in Colombia are all winners at the alternative Nobels.
The alternative awards were founded in 1980 by Jakob von Uexkull who hopes to recognise the work of people he says is ignored by the official Nobel prizes.

This year Daniel Ellsberg is among the winners. He leaked documents which indicated that the US government had deceived the public about whether the Vietnam war could be won, and the extent of casualties.

In giving him the prize, the award committee said it partly wanted to highlight parallels between the Vietnam war and the war in Iraq.

Von Uexkull says: "It is quite clear that decisions are being taken by governments behind our back, where the argument of secrecy is being misused.

"We are facing the same situation, I think, in Iraq. People have been lied to about the reasons for this war."

Peace and truth
The award citation recognised Ellsberg "for putting peace and truth first, at considerable personal risk, and dedicating his life to inspiring others to follow his example".

Ellsberg shared the two million kroner ($273,000) Right Livelihood Award with Ruth Manorama, an Indian women's rights activist, who was honoured for her work to achieve equality for dalit women in India. 

Dalits, or untouchables, belong to no caste and have faced centuries of discrimination.

The prize committee also cited the The Festival Internacional de Poesia de Medellin for promoting peace in what it called one of the most violent cities in the world.

Poetry festival
The festival was started in the early 1990s, providing a safe haven in the middle of heavy fighting between criminal groups in Medellin, von Uexkull said.

"There is a power there, something that unites people even while they are shooting each other," he said.

Whitaker Ferreira, a Roman Catholic activist, won the honorary award "for a lifetime's dedicated work for social justice that has strengthened democracy in Brazil and helped to give birth to the World Social Forum, showing that 'another world is possible,'" the citation said.

The awards will be presented in a ceremony at the Swedish parliament on December 8, two days before the Nobel prizes are handed out.

____________________________________________________________________________
Handelsblatt: Geldsegen für Umweltpreis-Gewinner

27.9.2006
Die „Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt“ (DBU) hat am Mittwoch den Umweltpreis 2006 verliehen, die höchstdotierte Naturschutz-Auszeichnung Europas. Die Gewinner, ein bayerischer Hersteller von Trinkwasseranlagen und ein Klimaforscher aus Jena, werden sich das stolze Preisgeld teilen müssen.

HB OSNABRÜCK. Es ist bereits der 14. Umweltpreis, welcher die BDU vergibt: In diesem Jahr zeichnet die Stiftung den Thüringer Ökologen Ernst-Detlef Schulze und den bayerischen Unternehmer Hans Georg Huber aus. Das Preisgeld von 500 000 Euro müssen sich die Preisträger teilen. Die Auszeichnung wird am 29. Oktober von Bundespräsident Horst Köhler in Berlin verliehen. 

Ernst-Detlef Schulze ist Professor und Grundlagenforscher und beschäftigt sich mit Ökosystemen, dem Klimawandel und Kohlenstoffkreislauf. Der 65-Jährige ist Gründer und Direktor des Max-Planck-Instituts für Biogeochemie in Jena, das sich unter seiner Leitung zu einer der weltweit führenden Adressen in der Erforschung des Kohlenstoffkreislaufes entwickelte, wie es hieß. 

Schulze war lange Mitglied des wissenschaftlichen Beirates der Bundesregierung für globale Umweltfragen. Durch seine breite wissenschaftliche Arbeit und sein Engagement in Gremien und Instituten zeichne er sich nicht nur als bedeutender Forscher, sondern auch als erfolgreicher „Wissenschaftsmanager“ aus, lobte die Stiftung Schulzes Arbeit.

Hans Georg Huber ist Ingenieur und entwickelt mit seinem Maschinen- und Anlagenbauunternehmen in Berchingen im bayerischen Altmühltal neuartige Technologien in der Wasserversorgung und Abwasseraufbereitung, die besonders auf Entwicklungsländer ausgerichtet sind und weltweit zum Einsatz kommen. 

Aus kleinsten Anfängen habe sich die Firma zu einer weltweit erfolgreichen Unternehmensgruppe entwickelt, würdigte die Stiftung die Verdienste Hubers. Außerdem sei die umweltgerechte Produktion und verantwortungsvolle Personalpolitik der Firma vorbildhaft. Huber beweise unternehmerischen Mut und habe erkannt, dass Schwellenländer andere Technologien bräuchten als westliche Industrienationen, hieß es zur Begründung der Auszeichnung.

„Beide Preisträger haben wesentliche Zukunftsthemen angepackt, die uns alle betreffen und uns in Zukunft in noch stärkerem Maße betreffen werden“, sagte Franz-Georg Elpers, Sprecher der Stiftung. Den Deutschen Umweltpreis vergibt die DBU, die nach eigenen Angaben weltweit größte Umweltstiftung, seit 1993 im jährlichen Turnus. Ausgezeichnet werden Leistungen, die in vorbildhafter Weise zum Schutz und Erhalt der Umwelt beitragen. Unter den bisherigen Preisträgern sind Politiker, Wissenschaftler und Wirtschaftsführer, wie der frühere Bundesumweltminister Klaus Töpfer, die Ehefrau von Altkanzler Helmut Schmidt, Loki Schmidt oder der Textilunternehmer Klaus Steilmann.

____________________________________________________________________________
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UN ANTI-TERRORISM COMMITTEES STRESS THE NEED FOR GREATER INVOLVEMENT BY MEMBER STATES

The heads of three major United Nations anti-terrorism committees briefed

the Security Council today on the latest efforts to tackle the scourge,

calling for greater involvement by Member States and stressing the

importance of the world body’s Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy launched

earlier this month.

“The success or the failure of a sanctions regime rests with the States and

with their effective sanctions implementation,” said Cesar Mayoral of

Argentina, Chairman of the Security Council Committee on Al-Qaida, the

Taliban and their associates, known as the 1267 committee for the

resolution that established it.

“We need to hear more from you in order to know where the sanctions really

work and where they don’t work, but more importantly to identify the areas

where further improvements to the sanctions and their implementation are

necessary,” he told the Council.

A key aspect of the Committee’s work and the sanctions regime, said Mr.

Mayoral, is a list – known as the Consolidated List – of individuals and

entities that it agrees are members of or associated with Al-Qaida, Usama

Bin Laden and the Taliban. As of the end of July, this list had 478

entries: 142 individuals and one entity associated with the Taliban, and

213 individuals and 122 entities associated with Al-Qaida.

He emphasized the importance to the Committee’s work of its Monitoring

Team, whose latest report was issued yesterday, and also stressed the

importance to tackling terrorism of the UN’s global strategy that

Secretary-General Kofi Annan formally launched on 19 September.

Also highlighting the importance of the strategy was Ellen Margrethe Løj of

Denmark, the Chairperson of the Security Council Committee established to

implement the 15-member body’s landmark anti-terrorism resolution 1373 –

adopted in 2001 in the wake of the 9/11 attacks on the United States.

“As is the case in all aspects of the Committee’s work… [it] will continue

to engage actively and constructively with Member States. In that regard, I

strongly encourage States who have not yet done so to report to the

Committee,” she told the Council.

“The Committee’s main task remains vital and urgent. I also welcome the

recently-adopted United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, which

reiterates our strong determination to fight against terrorism. Support

from, and cooperation with, Member States remains invaluable.”

In his remarks, Peter Burian of Slovakia, the Chairman of the Security

Council Committee established in relation to Council resolution 1540 (2004)

on weapons of mass destruction, said as of 20 September, 132 Member States

and 1 organization had submitted their first reports to the Committee,

while 59 States had yet to submit one, and he stressed the need for more

cooperation. “I would like to use this opportunity to call on all States

that have not yet done so to send their first reports on implementation of

resolution 1540 to the Committee,” he said.

Mr. Burian also highlighted other aspects of the Committee’s work related

to the resolution, in particular its “outreach activities” aimed at

promoting implementation and which included the first seminar in the

Asia-Pacific region held in China in July.

“In its future work, the Committee… will also continue to identify national

practices in implementing resolution 1540 that might be used in providing

further general and specific ideas… to States seeking legislative

assistance in implementing the resolution,” he added, emphasizing a

“proactive approach” from States.

Following the comments from the three heads of the Committees,

representatives from 16 Member States also addressed the Council during the debate.

* * *

LEBANON IS RECOVERING QUICKLY FROM RECENT CONFLICT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND HIZBOLLAH – UN

Lebanon is making speedy progress towards recovery after the destructive

conflict between Israel and Hizbollah this summer and humanitarian agencies

are preparing to close down or transfer their activities to relevant

Government authorities or development agencies, the United Nations

officials reported today.

As early as tomorrow the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs (OCHA) plans to hand over of the role of coordinating international

activities in southern Lebanon to the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

The official end of humanitarian operations is scheduled for 24 October,

according to OCHA’s latest update.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP), which has taken the logistics lead in

arranging cargo movements, will wind up those operations by 15 October.

Since commercial traffic has resumed, WFP will support other agencies’

transport needs and those of non-governmental organizations’ (NGOs) through

commercial means.

By the same date, it intends to complete its food distribution programme

and is helping the Ministry of Social Affairs to establish a national food

security and capacity-building strategy in its place.

On the water and sanitation front, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has

agreed to serve as a clearing house for requests and information to relieve

pressure on the Lebanese water authorities, while distributions of bottled

water will be phased out in the coming weeks.

The transport of water to more than 100 villages in southern Lebanon will

remain a priority for six to eight weeks. The water recovery process has

been speeded by a ready supply of generators and the fact that electric

power is coming back on line more quickly than anticipated.

Coordination of de-mining activities will continue through the UN Mine

Action Coordination Centre (UNMACC). To date, some 592 cluster bomb strike

locations have been identified, and 40,000 cluster sub-munitions and other

pieces of unexploded ordnance (UXO) have been cleared out of a possible

total of 1 million. Fourteen people were killed and 90 injured from all

types of unexploded ordnance in Lebanon from 14 August until 19 September.

Some 200,000 people remain displaced due to the level of destruction and

contamination by cluster sub-munitions and other UXO in their hometowns.

Ten UN Environment Programme (UNEP) experts are due to arrive on Saturday

to look at key environmental hazards including waste rubble, medical and

industrial waste, coastal marine pollution, asbestos, and ground water contamination.

A three-member delegation of the UN Human Rights Council is already in

Lebanon and will remain there until 7 October to investigate what OCHA

called “the systematic targeting and killing of civilians by Israel in

Lebanon” as well as to examine the weapons used by Israel and their

conformity with international law.

The team will meet with Government officials, the diplomatic community and

representatives of civil society and will travel to areas affected by the

recent conflict to collect evidence and witness accounts of the military operations.

* * *

UNICEF REPORT SHOWS PROGRESS ON ACCESS TO WATER AND SANITATION, BUT PROBLEMS REMAIN

Although more than 1.2 billion people have gained access to safe drinking

water since 1990, at least four of every 10 people still lack basic

sanitation, contributing to the deaths from diarrhoea of about 1.5 million

children under the age of five each year, according to a report released

today by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Progress for Children: A Report Card on Water and Sanitation contains mixed

conclusions on the advances made towards one of the Millennium Development

Goals (MDGs), that which calls for halving the proportion of people without

sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015.

It found that global coverage of safe drinking water increased from 78 per

cent to 83 per cent between 1990 and 2004, and that Latin America and the

Caribbean, as well as South Asia, are on schedule to achieve the MDG well

ahead of schedule.

Global access to basic sanitation has risen from 49 per cent in 1990 to 59

per cent today, with South Asia more than doubling its numbers during the

period. In East Asia and the Pacific, the proportion jumped from 30 per

cent to over 50 per cent.

Yet some 1.5 million children under the age of five die from diarrhoea each

year because they still do not have safe drinking water or basic sanitation.

The report found that those deaths could be reduced by more than a third

with improved sanitation, while better hygiene practices could cut the

death rate by another third.

UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman said at the launch in New York

that, “despite commendable progress,” 425 million children lack access to a

better water supply and more than 980 million do not have access to

adequate sanitation.

“Clean water and sanitation are vital pre-requisites for improved

nutrition, reductions in child and maternal mortality and the fight against

disease,” she said.

Another benefit of clean water and sanitation is the improvement in school

attendance rates and academic performance, as children are no longer

deterred from classes by the need to fetch and carry water for their families.

* * *

ETHIOPIA CAN BEAT MALARIA WITH ITS LATEST PROGRAMME, SAYS OFFICIAL AT UN CHILDREN’S AGENCY

Ethiopia has a chance of defeating malaria, its biggest killer, an official

from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today as the Horn of

Africa country’s Government launched a major push against the disease ahead

of the annual transmission season.

Speaking at the launch in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, UNICEF Country

Representative Bjorn Ljungqvist said: “We now have an historic opportunity

to get on top of malaria. We can make this killer disease as manageable as

measles and other childhood conditions in the West.”

Malaria infects nine million Ethiopians each year and can kill more than

100,000 people, mostly young children, within just a few months during an

epidemic. The peak of the annual transmission season is October to November.

The three-pronged programme will cost at least $140 million over the next

three years and is being supported by UNICEF, the Global Fund to fight

AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the World Bank and several foreign

governments and public agencies.

Under the campaign the distribution of insecticide-treated malaria nets

across the country is being expanded drastically. Before 2004, there were

only 1.8 million nets; by the end of this year there will be eight million

nets and that number will increase to 20 million by 2008.

Ethiopia will start treating the overwhelming majority of its malaria cases

with the drug Coartem, which has a 99 per cent success rate, compared with

the 36 per cent rate of the current preferred drug, Fansidar.

Health posts around the vast country are also being supplied with cheap

rapid diagnostic test kits that can detect serious malaria cases within

minutes, avoiding the delays that come with sending samples from patients

to distant laboratories.

Mr. Ljungqvist urged international donors to keep up their support of the

campaign as it continues, especially “the hard-to-fund parts of any malaria

campaign – the monitoring and evaluation and the general management costs

to run such a large operation.”

* * *

UN TRADE CHIEF CALLS FOR RESUMPTION OF TALKS TO BOOST POOR NATIONS’

AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS

The head of the United Nations agency that seeks to integrate developing

countries into the global economy has called for the speedy resumption of

the so-called Doha round of trade talks, underlining the critical need to

open up industrialized nations’ markets to agricultural and other exports

from the world’s poorer states.

“The suspension of the talks hurts the world’s poorest most acutely,” UN

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Secretary-General Supachai

Panitchpakdi told the organization’s governing body in Geneva yesterday.

“Countries’ prospects for export-led growth and development have diminished

with the suspension of the Doha Round,” he said, referring to the talks

which have been in limbo for months, partly over subsidies from wealthy

nations to their agricultural industries, tariffs and quotas, which all

shut poorer agricultural countries out of the market.

“The distortions caused by subsidies in world agricultural trade will

persist at the current level, thereby jeopardizing the prospects of

developing countries to generate additional export revenue and income from

agricultural exports, including cotton,” he added.

But if the current round of negotiations concluded with a substantial

development-oriented outcome, it could bring gains for economic growth and

poverty alleviation.

On Monday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on the world’s wealthy

countries to “go the extra mile” to re-balance the rules of the trading

system in favour of the poor and push ahead as soon as possible with the

Doha Round.

“I join developing and least developed countries in calling for the round

to resume as soon as possible,” he said in a message to the World Trade

Organization (WTO) Public Forum in Geneva.

* * *

UN REFUGEE AGENCY MEETS WITH ITS ‘VITAL PARTNERS’ – NON-GOVERNMENT

ORGANIZATIONS

The United Nations refugee agency has begun its annual consultations with

179 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from 85 different countries –

vital partners in implementing its programmes of providing food, water,

shelter and education to the world’s uprooted people.

“The reality of today is that no humanitarian organization can go it

alone,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) chief of operations

officer Judy Cheng-Hopkins told the opening session yesterday of the

three-day meeting in Geneva, attended by more than 300 delegates.

“We increasingly rely upon partnerships and collaborative mechanisms to

deliver protection and solutions,” she said.

NGOs act are the UN refugee agency's right arm, implementing many of the

crucial programmes for refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in

some of the world's most remote and difficult places. In all, about a

quarter of UNHCR’s resources are channelled through its partners.

Ms. Cheng-Hopkins highlighted the ways in which NGOs can help strengthen

the humanitarian response to emergencies.

“UNHCR’s emergency response capacity is largely dependent on how fast we

can get the right people and the necessary relief items to the areas where

they are most needed,” she said. “There is clearly a need to better utilize

local networks and knowledge to enhance the effectiveness and speed of our

response. NGOs can and do play an important role in facilitating such

cooperation and collaboration.”

She also addressed the challenges of ensuring the security of humanitarian

staff, an issue of concern to all humanitarian organizations.

For the past two decades, the annual consultations have brought together

NGOs and UNHCR managers to examine all facets of their partnership on

behalf of refugees. The UN refugee agency works extensively with well over

500 NGOs worldwide, many of them national or local organizations.

* * *

RWANDA: UN TRIBUNAL AND DIPLOMATS HOLD TALKS WITH KENYA ON FUGITIVE GENOCIDE SUSPECT

The Prosecutor for the United Nations war crimes tribunal for Rwanda and

diplomatic representatives from 25 countries have held talks with Kenyan

Government ministers to discuss efforts to apprehend the fugitive

businessman Félicien Kabuga, who stands accused of helping to fund the 1994

Rwandan genocide.

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) Prosecutor Hassan Bubacar

Jallow and the diplomats met Kenya’s Justice Minister Martha Karua and

Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs Moses Wetangula in Nairobi yesterday,

according to a press statement issued by the Tribunal.

Mr. Kabuga, who has been under indictment for genocide and other charges

since 1997, has been tracked for several years by the ICTR, which said it

believes he has been a regular visitor to Kenya.

He is accused of setting up and then operating a notorious “hate” radio

station, as well as helping to fund and arm the Interahamwe militias

responsible for many of the massacres during the genocide.

In the press statement, Mr. Jallow and the representatives from the

diplomatic missions said they “appreciated Kenya’s commitment to pursue all

available leads in this case, including, through the investigation of

suspected associates of Mr. Kabuga; investigation and, where appropriate,

seizure of assets and provision of any records relating to the accused

movements into and out of Kenya.”

The statement concluded: “We are hopeful that these efforts will soon bear

fruit with the apprehension and prosecution of Mr. Kabuga before the ICTR.”

Last December Mr. Jallow told the Security Council that previous efforts to

seize Mr. Kabuga in Kenya “appear to have been compromised by leakages.”

More than 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus are estimated to have been

killed during the genocide, which took place between April and July 1994.

The Security Council later established the ICTR, which is based in the

Tanzanian city of Arusha, to hear cases involving the most serious crimes

committed during that period.

* * *

UN TSUNAMI ENVOY BILL CLINTON WELCOMES POLITICAL REFORM PROGRESS IN THE MALDIVES

The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, former United

States President Bill Clinton, today welcomed the release of an opposition

leader in the Maldives and the commitment by the archipelago’s Government

to undertake further political reform as it rebuilds in the wake of the disaster.

Mr. Clinton said he had held constructive discussions with Maldivian

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom during his recent visit to New York for the

annual high-level debate of the General Assembly.

“I welcome recent progress in the political reform process in the Maldives,

and the acknowledgement by officials that ‘building back better’ after the

tsunami should include a commitment to transparency, political dialogue and

good governance,” he said in a statement.

Mr. Clinton added he was “encouraged” by the recent decision to release

Maldivian Democratic Party Chairperson Mohamed Nasheed from detention.

“President Gayoom assured me that the reform process will continue, and I

offer my support in the weeks and months to come.”

* * *

INDEPENDENT UN EXPERT SAYS HUMAN RIGHTS CONTINUES TO BE VIOLATED IN SUDAN

Sudanese Government forces, militias, rebel factions and opposition groups

from neighbouring Chad continue to kill in Sudan, particularly in the

Darfur region, an independent United Nations rights expert has told the

Human Rights Council in Geneva.

Sima Samar, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the

Sudan, said discrimination and marginalization of certain groups continued

and basic rights such as access to food, shelter, health and education were

not guaranteed, according to a press release from the Council.

The right to life continued to be violated, in particular in Darfur. The

perpetrators were Government forces, militia and armed groups such as rebel

factions and Chadian opposition, while rape and sexual violence against

women also continued, again especially in Darfur, she said in a report

delivered yesterday.

In response, Omar Dahab Mohamed said Sudan would continue to fully

cooperate with Ms. Samar as well as with the numerous other Special

Procedures and with all the work of the Office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights (OHCHR).

However, he said Sudan wondered about the real motivation of one or two

States that were using international forums to put pressure on the country

to affect negatively its fight against poverty.

Representatives from over 30 countries and non-governmental organizations

(NGOs) made statements during the debate before the 47-member Council moved

on to discuss the human rights situation in Belarus and a report on the

Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.

Adrian Severin, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in

Belarus, said that the human rights situation in the country had

deteriorated during 2005 and so far this year to such an extent that the

elements usually defining a dictatorship could be seen.

Civil and political rights were limited, cultural rights were ignored, and

economic and other rights were enhanced to reward for obedience, he said,

adding that the Government had refused any cooperation with the Rapporteur

and this was not in coherence with the UN Charter.

Responding to the report, Sergei Aleinik said Belarus had repeatedly stated

its position of rejecting the mandate of this Special Rapporteur, adding

that his findings were a clear attempt to stigmatise and slander the country.

The Special Rapporteur was doing this in a clearly straightforward manner,

in the best tradition of notorious cold war propaganda, he added.

Over 30 countries and NGOs also spoke during the debate, before the Council

heard a report from Marc Bossuyt, Chairman of the 58th session of the

Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.

Mr. Bossuyt said the Sub-Commission recommended that the Council set up an

independent body in the field of human rights, possibly composed of 28

members, to conduct research, generate thematic studies, set standards,

promote coherence, technical assistance, and identify existing gaps.

Representatives from over 20 countries and NGOs spoke in the interactive

dialogue after the report was delivered.

On Thursday, the Council also began discussing reports relating to gender

issues and the status of women.

Rachel Mayanga, Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on Gender Issues

and the Advancement of Women, stressed that gender perspectives in the

protection and promotion of human rights should be an integral part of all

aspects of the Council’s work programme and working methods.

C. M. Gallardo Hernández, Chairperson of the Commission on the Status of

Women, said violence against women had received increasing attention as a

form of discrimination and a violation of women’s human rights. However

issues such as early marriage, female genital mutilation and the

vulnerability of girls in armed conflict and in the context of the HIV/AIDS

pandemic had not been given sufficient attention.

Representatives from around 40 countries and NGOs spoke during the debate

on these reports. This second session of the Council, set up earlier this

year to replace the much-criticized Commission on Human Rights, opened on

18 September and will run until 6 October.

* * *

SECURITY IN CENTRAL AFRICA STILL FRAGILE DESPITE RECENT ADVANCES, ANNAN TELLS UN MEETING

Although there has been substantial progress in establishing peace,

democracy and the rule of law across Central Africa, the situation remains

fragile and several countries could easily slip back, Secretary-General

Kofi Annan said today in a message to a United Nations committee meeting on

security in the region.

In a message delivered in Kigali, the Rwandan capital, by the UN Resident

Coordinator Bintou Keita, Mr. Annan told the UN Standing Advisory Committee

on Security Questions in Central Africa that he was particularly disturbed

by the conditions in the border area between Chad, the Central African

Republic (CAR) and Sudan.

The situation there “is fraught with danger,” he said, citing recent

instability in Chad and calling for greater dialogue and reconciliation.

“It could destabilize all of central Africa. The international community

must step up its efforts to effectively secure the borders in that area.”

The Secretary-General also voiced concern about “the precarious security

situation” in the CAR and the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC), where rebel groups and militias have committed human rights abuses.

But he praised the large turnout in the DRC’s landmark presidential and

legislative elections on 30 July and called on the Congolese to “seize the

opportunity they are being offered to build a better future for their

country.” He also welcomed the recent ceasefire deal in Burundi between the

Government and the last key rebel group from the civil war, the

Palipehutu-Forces Nationale du Libération (FNL).

* * *

DR CONGO: MORE THAN 70,000 RETURN HOME UNDER UN REPATRIATION PROGRAMME

The United Nations voluntary repatriation programme for the Democratic

Republic of the Congo (DRC) has brought home more than 70,000 refugees

since it started operations just under a year ago as the vast country moves

ahead with its transition from a deadly six-year civil war.

Each returnee receives a standard assistance kit from the UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners, including household

items, plastic sheeting, buckets, jerry cans, mosquito nets, agricultural

tools and food rations for three months.

There are still more than 420,000 Congolese refugees in neighbouring

countries, including 140,000 in Tanzania, who fled the six-year conflict,

which cost 4 million lives through fighting and attendant hunger and

disease, widely considered the most lethal fighting in the world since

World War II.

Just last week, the 20,000-mark was passed for refugees crossing Lake

Tanganyika from Tanzania to Baraka in South Kivu province.

In early September, UNHCR resumed the organized voluntary repatriation of

Congolese refugees following a month-long suspension of activities during

the first round of the landmark DRC presidential election, the largest and

most complex vote the UN has ever helped organize. The second round is due

to be held on 29 October.

The UNHCR aid that the returnees receive sometimes causes friction with

internally displaced Congolese who came home to destroyed houses and burned

crops without receiving a helping hand to get them started, and the Agency

is working on community projects to help mitigate this.

UNHCR is collaborating with non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to

rebuild bridges within torn communities. Other activities range from

infrastructure repairs, reconstruction and improvement of education

facilities to income-generating activities for women.

“Through operational partnerships and a community-based approach to

repatriation efforts we are hoping to achieve a more sustainable and

effective level of reintegration and community support,” UNHCR country

representative Eusebe Hounsokou said.

Despite these efforts, UNHCR’s effectiveness is limited due to inadequate

funding. “Last year we paid all the school fees and gave school kits to

each returning child through the NGO AIDES,” Awada Houssein Adar, UNHCR

community services officer in Baraka said.

“Unfortunately, this year we will not have the funds to continue such

support. For the next school year we’ll have to rely on parent-teacher

associations to come to some compromise and mutual agreement on how to pay

teachers and enable students to continue their studies.”

* * *

UN HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF TO VISIT OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES, ISRAEL

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour briefed the

Human Rights Council today on the worldwide work of her Office, voicing

concern at the deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and

announcing that she would soon visit Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

The situation in Afghanistan carries grave implications for human rights,

Ms. Arbour told the new enhanced Council during its second session in

Geneva, recalling that just this Monday armed assailants targeted and for

the first time killed a female official, Safia Ama Jan, Director of the

Women’s Affairs Department of Kandahar province.

Civilians have at times become indirect victims of attacks by insurgents as

well as by Government and international military forces, she added.

Turning to the Palestinian Territories (OPT), she stressed that only a

political solution “will bring an end to the loss of life, immense

suffering and hardship.”

“But pending that, compliance by all duty bearers with their

responsibilities under international humanitarian and human rights law is

of the utmost importance,” she added, noting that her forthcoming visit

will allow her to conduct a first-hand assessment of the situation.

Ms. Arbour’s appeal echoed a call for political action issued yesterday by

the head of the principal UN agency tending to Palestinian refugees.

“The political front is where we need your leadership,” UN Relief and Works

Agency (UNRWA) Commissioner General Karen Koning AbuZayd told UNRWA’s

Advisory Commission in Amman, stressing that living conditions in Gaza,

already in steep decline, had “deteriorated dramatically” with Israeli

action after the kidnapping of one of its soldiers in June.

“I see my role as one of informing political leaders of the facts on the

ground and of encouraging action that will ease the plight of the

refugees,” she added, expressing hope that a unity government in Palestine

will become a reality and pave the way for revitalizing the peace process.

She noted food distribution in Gaza had been delayed because of severe

difficulties getting goods through the Karni crossing from Israel and that

civilian casualties had been “depressingly numerous” with 280 people

killed, 45 of them children, and 815 injured.

Referring to the situation in the West Bank, Ms. AbuZayd stressed that the

“insidious effects” of the barrier which Israel is building, while less

visible, “are as devastating as what is so plain to see in Gaza.”

Commerce and travel in some areas have been reduced to a trickle. “Land

expropriations and house demolitions continue, as does settlement

expansion. IDF (Israeli Defence Forces) incursions and live fire incidents

are a daily occurrence in the northern West Bank,” she added.

She noted that the once bustling downtown area of Hebron “is now surreally

desolate of commerce, and presents a harrowing existence for those few

Palestinians who dare to remain or who are too deep in poverty to move

elsewhere. Settler violence has forced out over half the Palestinian

population in some neighbourhoods in downtown Hebron,” she added.

“We are very concerned about the human impact of the closure regime -

whether for those in Hebron, those caught in enclaves, those who lost

livelihoods to the seam zone, those separated from families by the barrier

or Bedouins whose traditional way of life is destroyed.”

* * *

GRASSROOTS BATTLE AGAINST DESERTIFICATION HONOURED WITH UN ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE

Highlighting the daily struggle of billions of people living in the world’s

drylands, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has awarded a

major prize to two grassroots initiatives that combat desertification and

land degradation in Colombia and Mauritania.

The 2006 UNEP Sasakawa Prize goes to Rodrigo Vivas Rosas of Colombia,

leader of an alliance of 16 organizations and 6,500 people that has

promoted the sustainable use of water, and the Tenadi Cooperative Group of

Mauritania, which has sunk boreholes with immersed pumps and reforested the

area around them to stop the movement of dunes and solve the problem of

drinking water.

“This is an award for the literally hundreds of thousands of grassroots

initiatives trying to conserve the health and the fertility of the land in

some of the harshest environments on the globe,” UNEP Executive Director

Achim Steiner said today in announcing the award.

“In honouring Mr. Vivas Rosas and the Tenadi Cooperative we also honour

these countless unsung individuals and groups whose commitment, creativity,

tenacity and steadfastness are a lesson to us all.”

The prize is sponsored by UNEP and the Nippon Foundation of Japan, whose

chairman is Yohei Sasakawa.

Mr. Vivas Rosas’ Inter-institutional Consortium for Sustainable Agriculture

(CIPASLA) includes government and non-governmental organizations, a

foundation established by ex-guerrillas and an association of indigenous

people, and his activities span the Andean region. His achievements haveled to a dent in the poverty that helps to perpetuate local guerrilla

activity, the production of illicit crops and the flow of migrants to cities.

His integrated models are considered by many as a laboratory for

sustainably managing hillside environments threatened by desertification

and plagued with a lack of resources.

“I always thought we could replicate successful sustainable development

initiatives in Colombia,” Mr. Vivas Rosas said, voicing pride at receiving

the award. “Thanks to the support of international organizations, this has

become possible. It is now feasible to promote a culture of harvesting and

using rainwater in Colombia. This should become public policy and a

priority for all local and regional governments.”

The Tenadi Cooperative, led by Sidi El Moctar Ould Waled, has worked

against a background of years of persistent drought in the Sahel region of

Africa that since 1973 has killed 90 per cent of livestock and annihilated

the hopes of nomadic people who have been living there for centuries.

Thanks to the Cooperative’s activities, a large number of families have

chosen to settle around the Tenadi oasis, where they are being trained in

new income-generating agricultural techniques, including introducing new

crops in a desert environment through the regeneration of flora which were

rapidly becoming extinct.

“Our initiatives serve as an example to many other communities who are

fighting desertification in Mauritania and throughout West Africa,” Mr. El

Moctar Ould Waled said on learning of his award.

The winners will formally receive the Prize from Mr. Steiner on 30 October

at a ceremony at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City.

They were selected by an independent jury of international leaders and

environmentalists, including 2004 Nobel Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai.

* * *

MYANMAR: UN RIGHTS EXPERT CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF DETAINED STUDENT LEADERS

An independent United Nations human rights expert today called for the

immediate release of three prominent student leaders in Myanmar reportedly

arrested yesterday, citing numerous charges of abuse in pre-trial detention

as cause for “extreme” concern.

“The arrests lead to serious questions regarding the will of the Government

of Myanmar to resume an effective dialogue with the various stakeholders

who should be associated to the National Convention,” Special Rapporteur on

the situation of human rights in Myanmar Paulo Sergio Pinheiro said in a

statement, referring to the body entrusted with drawing up principles for a

new constitution in the South Asian country.

Min Ko Naing, Ko Ko Gyi and Htay Kywe, who had previously served prison

sentences totaling over 15 years since 1988, were arrested at their homes

by the military and taken to three different locations, according to the statement.

“The Special Rapporteur is extremely worried about their present condition,

in light of the fact that over the last seven years he has received

numerous reports of human rights violations in pre-trial detention,” it

added. “The Special Rapporteur is deeply saddened by the latest

allegations, which came as he addressed the Human Rights Council in

Geneva.”

Mr. Pinheiro told the Council yesterday grave human rights violations in

Myanmar were taking place not only with impunity but authorized by the

sanction of law, adding that the criminalization of the exercise of

fundamental freedoms by political opponents, human rights defenders and

victims of human rights abuses was a matter of grave concern.

Myanmar’s representative at the session, U Nyunt Maung Shein, disputed the

charges, saying the allegations of abuse were entirely based on information

collected from a few remaining insurgent groups confined to border areas

and foreign-funded expatriates with a hidden political agenda.

Mr. Pinheiro has issued several statements in recent months deploring

alleged rights violations in Myanmar. In March he said there were more than

1,000 people behind bars “for peacefully exercising their right to freedom

of expression, assembly and association.”

Special Rapporteurs are unpaid and serve in a personal capacity, reporting

to the UN Human Rights Council.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
 28 September 2006
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Yves Sorokobi, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and by Gail Bindley-Taylor Sainte, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Briefing by the Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Security Council
The Security Council, this morning, began an open meeting to hear briefings from the chair people of its subsidiary bodies.

The Ambassadors from Argentina, Denmark and Slovakia -– who chair, respectively, the committees dealing with Al-Qaida and the Taliban, with counter-terrorism and with the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction -– all briefed the Council on their respective committees’ work.  The debate is continuing, with 19 speakers inscribed in all.  Then, at 4:30 p.m., following the straw poll for Secretary-General candidates that are scheduled at 4 p.m. today, the Council will hold consultations on Georgia.

In a later announcement, the Spokesman announced that the straw poll is scheduled for 4:30 p.m.

** Lebanon Events Tomorrow
Now turning to Lebanon.  Tomorrow morning, the Security Council has scheduled an open briefing, followed by consultations, to hear from straw poll Serge Brammertz about the latest report of his International Independent Investigation Commission that is working in Lebanon.

That Commission, you’ll recall, is looking into the 2005 assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and 22 others.

Following the morning’s Council activity, Brammertz intends to talk to you at the Security Council stakeout.

Also tomorrow, in this room at 11 a.m., we will have a background briefing by a senior UN official concerning the Board of Inquiry that examined the death last July of four UN military observers in Khiyam, in southern Lebanon.

** Lebanon – Humanitarian
Still on Lebanon.  Lebanon is making speedy progress towards recovery following the destructive conflict between Israel and Hizbollah this summer, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  Tomorrow, in fact, OCHA plans to handover its coordination role in southern Lebanon to the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

Humanitarian operations are scheduled to end on 24 October, and UN agencies are preparing to close down or switch their activities to relevant Government authorities or development agencies.  The World Food Programme will wind up its cargo movements and food distributions by 15 October.  We expect to have a press release on that from OCHA later this afternoon.

**Human Rights Council
Turning to the Human Rights Council.  In Geneva today, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour briefed the Human Rights Council on the work of her office around the world.  She focused special attention on the situations in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Colombia, Uganda, Guatemala and the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

On the Middle East, Arbour announced that she would soon have the opportunity to conduct a first-hand assessment of the situation by visiting Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

And we have more on this upstairs.

**Central Africa Security
Now about Central African security.  The twenty-fourth ministerial meeting of the UN Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa opened today in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

In prepared remarks that were delivered by the UN Resident Coordinator, the Secretary-General said that despite recent progress in the areas of peace, democracy and the re-establishment of the rule of law, particularly in Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the security situation in the subregion as a whole remains fragile and the future of the subregion continues to be uncertain.

The Secretary-General added that the UN stands ready to provide the region with all possible support in ensuring security.

We have the Secretary-General’s remarks upstairs.

** Rwanda
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda says that its prosecutor, Hassan Bubacar Jallow, and representatives of 25 diplomatic missions in Kenya, yesterday met with the Kenyan Minister for Justice and Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs to streamline their efforts in securing the arrest of fugitive Rwandan businessman Félicien Kabuga.

Kabuga, who is believed by the Tribunal to be a regular visitor to Kenya, is sought in connection with charges relating to his role in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.  He was indicted by the Tribunal in 1997 and he has eluded arrest ever since.  And we have more on this upstairs.

**UNEP
Now an announcement that the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today that Rodrigo Vivas Rosas of Colombia and the Tenadi Cooperative Group of Mauritania will be the recipients of the 2006 UNEP Sasakawa Prize.  The co-winners are being honoured for their achievements in combating desertification and land degradation, and they will receive their awards next month.

We have a press release on this from UNEP upstairs.

**Tsunami
And, we also have upstairs copies of a statement by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, former US President Bill Clinton, on recent progress in the political reform process in the Maldives, and its links to rebuilding there in the wake of the tsunami.  That statement is available upstairs.

**Secretary-General Lecture Series
Former US Vice President Al Gore will deliver the latest lecture in the Secretary-General’s lecture series today.  Mr. Gore will speak on global warming.  That lecture will be followed by a series of questions and answers, and the entire event takes place in the ECOSOC chamber, from 6 p.m. today to about 7:30 p.m.

The Secretary-General will introduce the lecture with brief remarks of his own.  You can find more information on this event upstairs in my office.

**Press Conference this Afternoon
Immediately following today’s noon briefing, Ann Veneman, who is the Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), will be here to launch UNICEF’s report, Progress for Children, which this year focuses on the world’s water and sanitation crisis.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And Toby Lanzer, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the Central African Republic, will be our guest here at noon tomorrow.  We will again announce this tomorrow at the noon briefing.

And before I take questions from you, I should warn you that we are a little tight on schedule so, I will take just a few questions before passing the floor on to the Spokesperson for the President of the General Assembly and then on to Ms. Veneman for her briefing.  So, any questions?

Questions and Answers
Question:  First, Adamantios Vassilakis had told us yesterday, the Council President, that he would brief us at a stakeout after the straw poll.  Was that likely to be right after the straw poll or after the consultations to follow?  I realize that this is not your question to answer.

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I guess you’ve answered your questions.  I really do not have any details.

Question:  There is an item here that comes from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.  A UN human rights envoy had said that Israel has turned the Gaza Strip into a prison.  John Dugard made the comments Tuesday to the Human Rights Commission.  Who is this Mr. Dugard and what is his position?  Can you look this up?

Associate Spokesman:  I believe Mr. Dugard is a Special Rapporteur.  But, I will find out the full description.

[The Associate Spokesman later added that John Dugard is the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967.  He is an independent expert who reports to the UN Human Rights Council.]

Question:  On the Ivory Coast, since the meeting here that President Gbagbo didn’t attend, there’s this attempt to mediate by the President of South Africa.  The rebels or the opposition in Côte d’Ivoire said he shouldn’t be the mediator.  Has the UN taken any position on that, and, what is the UN’s continuing involvement now that the meeting here did not result in any solution?  What are the next steps?  Does the Secretary-General view the South African President as a fair mediator in this?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General supports the work of Mr. Mbeki, who was appointed by the African Union to mediate the conflict in the Ivory Coast and I believe that as far as the UN is concerned, the peace process there and the negotiations towards a resolutions of the conflict are proceeding fairly well.  And we have, as I told you, I believe last week, we have a series of regional meetings planned.  The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) will be holding a meeting in the next 10 days or so, which will be followed by an African Union meeting, and we hope to have, sometime towards the end of October here, another formal meeting of the Security Council to address the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.  But, the negotiations for achieving peace in Côte d’Ivoire are proceeding well.

Question:  I think that World Food Programme (WFP) Executive Director James Morris has said he is going to leave.  Is the Secretary-General, before he leaves here, going to appoint a successor and what is the process due to appoint a successor at WFP?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I don’t have information on that and I haven’t seen the report that you are referring to in which the Director of WFP said he was leaving.

Question:  The US is circulating a new candidate that is why I’m raising it to you?  If you could, later today, confirm it?

Associate Spokesman:  I will look into that, but I don’t have information on that right now.

[The Spokesman’s Office later announced that the process to find a successor to the current Executive Director of the WFP was under way and that they expected a shortlist of candidates to be made available soon.]

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any plan for a new action on Security Council reform?  I mean this was a major initiative of his, and then, in the GA debate it probably came up in about 80 per cent of the speeches.  A lot of people are talking about how they were surprised that something that had been seen as dead is obviously so at the front of the minds of a lot of countries.  Is there anyway that he is going to respond to that call?

Associate Spokesman:  I think the general debate just wrapped up yesterday, and the Secretary-General, of course, is committed to his work toward achieving reform not of just the institution, but of the Security Council in particular.  The statements that were made by the delegates during the general debate will have now to be studied and some of the proposals and ideas will have to be carefully considered.  I believe on that basis that the Secretary-General will have proper guidance from his Member States to be able to press through his work in the field.

Well, thank you and now I’ll pass the floor to Gail.

Briefing by the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly
Good afternoon everyone.  President Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa concluded the general debate on Wednesday, expressing her appreciation to all delegates for their valuable contributions and reminding them that, for dialogue to be fruitful, values such as mutual respect, tolerance and understanding should guide the Assembly’s work and deliberations.

In highlighting many of the issues raised, she expressed her pleasure at having heard a number of statements which addressed this year’s theme, “Implementing a Global Partnership for Development”.  There was a clear message, she said, on the need to redouble efforts towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals and breaking the deadlock in international trade negotiations.  The question of poverty, the need to explore creative methods of funding the development agenda, including contributions from the private sector, were also high on Member States’ list of concerns, as well as their commitment to follow up and implement the reform agenda adopted at the World Summit last September.  She noted that Member States had also flagged their interest in moving forward on implementing the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and concluding negotiations on a comprehensive convention on international terrorism.

The President observed also that interest had been expressed in having the United Nations assume a more proactive role both in prevention and resolution of armed conflicts, with Member States highlighting, in particular the need to reach a just and lasting solution to the Middle East crisis and to resolve the situation in Darfur.

On institutional reforms, high on the agenda of the Member States was the need to see further progress on Secretariat and management reform, including a review of mandates; Security Council reform; strengthening of the Economic and Social Council; and revitalization of the General Assembly.

The President committed to using many of the ideas and suggestions as she prepared her programme of work.  She encouraged Member States to share any new insights they may have, noting that her door would always be open to them.  She said the approach to the Assembly’s work this year must stress transparency, efficiency and a coherent approach to work.  She also underscored the need to build trust and confidence among members of the Assembly in order to better serve “our common interest”, making a difference in the lives of millions of people around the world.  She promised to communicate her proposal on the way forward to Member States next week.

And, for those of you who may not have seen it, the programme of work for the General Assembly plenary is now out as a document.  It’s [document] A/INF/61/4, and that tells you where a lot of the emphasis will be in terms of the agenda.

Any questions?

Questions and Answers
Question:  It’s sort of a general question, having seen that 15 out of the 16 meetings held today are closed -- at least the ones listed.  If you could, who decides what General Assembly meetings are closed to the press and public?

Spokeswoman:  That depends on the Member States in large measure, whether the meeting is open or closed because it would depend on the item on the agenda.  And, at this point in time, most of it is organizational, and I think that’s probably the reason why it’s closed to you -- because they are looking at organizing their agenda, in each committee, getting everything in order.  Once that’s finished, I don’t think that you will be precluded from most of them.

Question:  Would the President of the Assembly consider giving some guidance at the start of this session?  Even in the last one, I remember, there were meetings that were sometimes closed and then you go in and nobody cared that you went in.  I guess I’m just raising it, maybe at some point, when she has a position on it, if more things should be open under her tenure.  At some later date, you could maybe address it?

Spokeswoman:  I will certainly raise it with her -- that there is a concern.  Thank you.
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