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· Global warming happens: but is it 'catastrophic'? (Reuters)
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· Global Warming Will Decimate Biodiversity' (Inter Press Service)
· Apple goes bad on Green peace’s computer (New Zealand Herald)

· Year of the dolphin 2007 (Dive)
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· UK to host key talks on climate change (Financial Times)

· Scientists meet, debate climate change (Associated Press )

·  El Niño at an end and reverse La Niña weather pattern possible (UN agency)
· UN Security Council to Debate Climate Change (Reuters)
· Key report to say global warming already happening (New Scientist)

· Solomons Declares Disaster as Quake Toll Hits 28 (Reuters)

· Briny future for vulnerable Malta (BBC)

· Nine Hurricanes Predicted for Atlantic Basin This Season (Environment News Service)

· Arctic sea ice is shrinking in 'downward spiral' (The Independent)

· IPPR'Put green warnings on adverts for flights' (The Independent)

· Palm oil: the biofuel of the future driving an ecological disaster now (The Guardian)

· Not all Apples are green (The Guardian)
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· Winter Arctic sea ice near record low (Antara News)

· Forests no longer allies in climate-change fight (TORONTO STAR)

· Surviving a warmer world: Global forecast is 'mostly dry' (The Christian Science Monitor)

· Coping with water scarcity (CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR)
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Other UN News
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· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  4 April  2007 
New York Times: U.N. Draft Cites Humans in Recent Climate Shifts 

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

{ also appears on Herald tribune and free internet press}

Published: April 5, 2007

The latest United Nations assessment of the role of humans in global warming has found with “high confidence” that greenhouse gas emissions are at least partly responsible for a host of changes already under way, including longer growing seasons and shrinking glaciers.

In its fourth assessment of global warming, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change used its strongest language yet in drawing a link between human activity and recent warming.

A summary of the working draft of the report, to be released Friday in Brussels, was provided to The New York Times yesterday by several people involved in reviewing it. It is a detailed follow-up to a February report by the United Nations group, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which was the fourth assessment since 1990 of the basic science that points to a human hand on the planet’s thermostat.

That report said there was at least a 90 percent chance that most warming since 1950 had resulted from a continuing buildup of heat-trapping emissions in the atmosphere. The new report describes the specific effects of climate changes on people and ecology; identifies those species and regions at greatest risk; and describes options for limiting risks.

Some of the changes could be beneficial, but most will prove harmful in the long run, the report says. 

It finds that global warming caused by humans has almost certainly contributed to recent shifts in ecosystems, weather patterns, oceans and icy regions, and that it will have large and lasting effects on human affairs and on the planet’s web of life in this century.

The draft report predicts a variety of health effects as well, with “increased deaths, disease and injury due to heat waves, floods, storms, fires and droughts,” but also “some benefits to health such as fewer deaths from cold.”

Also in the plus column, higher concentrations of carbon dioxide, the main heat-trapping gas, are contributing to a greener world, according to the draft. 

“Based on satellite observations since the early 1980s, there is high confidence that there has been a trend in many regions towards earlier greening of vegetation in the spring and increased net primary production linked to longer growing seasons and increasing atmospheric CO2 concentrations,” it said.

But warming in cool regions can bring mixed results, the draft says. For example, while temperate and higher latitudes could be friendlier to farming, they are also proving friendlier to weeds, as well as insect pests and wildfires that are likely to imperil forests. 

Final details of the summary are being discussed by hundreds of authors and government representatives from more than 100 countries meeting this week in Brussels and conferring by e-mail. 

Scientists and government officials sparred over the wording of the draft on Wednesday, according to some people involved, with disagreements on the level of certainty in projections of health and ecological consequences of warming. 

But over all, the report is expected to provide significant new detail on a world increasingly influenced by human actions, most notably the buildup of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases emitted mainly by burning fossil fuels and forests.

In the long run, most regions are likely to be more harmed than helped by the changes, the draft says. For example, projections for coming decades foresee intensifying drought and downpours, as well as a relentless intrusion of rising seas — at an uncertain rate — along crowded coasts and around low-lying islands. 

Water supplies fed by alpine snows or ice sheets are already experiencing changes and could be greatly disrupted, it said. 

Among other findings, the draft says: 

Coasts are very likely to be exposed to increasing risks due to climate change and sea-level rise, and the effect will be exacerbated by increasing human-induced pressures on coastal areas.”

It is likely that corals will experience a major decline due to increased bleaching and mortality due to rising seawater temperatures.”

Many of the world’s regions that are already vulnerable to climate and coastal hazards are likely to see the biggest effects from additional changes driven by the buildup of greenhouse gases. “Poor communities can be especially vulnerable,” it says, “because they tend to be concentrated in relatively high-risk areas, have more limited coping capacities, and can be more dependent on climate-sensitive resources such as local water and food supplies.” 

The existing and projected threats to these regions are justification for a greatly intensified effort by development groups, wealthy countries, and governments in poor countries to increase resilience in regions most at risk, officials said.

Achim Steiner, a United Nations under secretary general who is executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, would not comment directly on the climate panel’s draft findings. But he said in an e-mail exchange that development projects in the world’s struggling countries would need to take climate hazards into account. 

“Trillions of dollars will be invested in infrastructure in developing countries alone over the coming years,” he said. “The challenge is to ensure that climate change impacts are factored into investment decisions at the outset so that, say a road, railway or power plant, is planned with climate change in mind.”

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Global warming happens: but is it 'catastrophic'?

{also featured on Scientific America, National post and Scotsman}

Alister Doyle, 

Published: Wednesday, April 04, 2007

OSLO — Likely headlines predicting a global warming "catastrophe," "disaster" or "cataclysm" after a U.N. report due on Friday risk sapping public willingness to act by making the problem seem too big to tackle, some experts say.

The world's leading climate scientists, meeting in Brussels, are set to warn of more hunger in Africa, rising seas, species extinctions and a melting of Himalayan glaciers in the April 6 report about the regional impacts of climate change.

But the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), grouping 2,500 scientists, does not use words to sum up the forecasts — unlike some politicians or headline writers who describe it as a "crisis," "terrifying" or "Armageddon."

"I'm a bit preoccupied that the media, having contributed to every day making another doomsday news headline, then in six weeks time will declare it hysteria and move on," said Achim Steiner, head of the U.N. Environment Program.

Still, Steiner said it was clearly right to use words like "catastrophe" to describe effects such as a projected rise in sea levels in coming centuries that could swamp Pacific island states or cities from Shanghai to Buenos Aires.

"It is legitimate to use those words in specific scenarios," he told Reuters. "But does that mean that the whole climate change debate should be about doom and gloom? No, because we are finding that we can do something about it."

Mike Hulme, head of the British Tyndall research Centre, said headlines in the British media after a previous U.N. report in February, giving an overview of global warming science, used adjectives such as "shocking," "terrifying" or "devastating."

"Such appeals often lead to denial, paralysis, apathy and even perverse reactive behaviour," he wrote in a letter to the journal Nature. He said U.S. media used less startling language.

"Campaigners, media and some scientists seem to be appealing to fear in order to generate a sense of urgency," he wrote. "If they want to engage the public in responding to climate change, this is unreliable at best and counter-productive at worst."

And skeptics, meanwhile, say strong words exaggerate dangers. U.S. Republican Senator James Inhofe in 2003 called the threat of "catastrophic global warming ... the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the American people."

U.N. officials say the IPCC wants to avoid allegations of scaremongering in its reports that link greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels to warming. That means many people need a dictionary to read IPCC reports.

The IPCC's main conclusion in its February report was that it was more than 90 percent probable that mankind was to blame for most global warming since 1950.

It wrote: "Most of the observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations." Anthropogenic means caused by humans.

Some U.N. agencies use clearer language.

"The matter is serious," according to the U.N.'s Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn. "Predictions of future climate impacts show that the consequences could vary from disruptive to catastrophic."

________________________________________________________________________

Interior Design ·: Buildings Can Combat Climate Change, Report Says


Hurdles include the traditional incandescent light bulb.


By Mairi Beautyman


April 5, 2007
According to a new report released by the United Nations Environment Program Sustainable Building and Construction Initiative (UNEP SBCI), energy efficient buildings can make a significant difference when it comes to fighting global warming. Titled Buildings and Climate Change: Status, Challenges and Opportunities, the report is supported by sustainable construction organization the U..S. Green Building Council. The report targets the building sector, which is responsible for up to 40 percent of global energy use. 
Improvement, the report says, is the right mix of appropriate government regulation, greater use of energy saving technologies, and behavioral change. Meeting these factors can reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the building sector—up to 45 million tonnes of CO2 per year by 2010—and cut energy consumption by more than one-fifth.

“Energy efficiency, along with cleaner and renewable forms of energy generation, is one of the pillars upon which a de-carbonized world will stand or fall," says Achim Steiner, UN under-secretary general and UNEP executive director. "The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of governments, industries, businesses and consumers act." 

Steiner says the sustainable campaign will be challenged by hurdles including the traditional incandescent light bulb, which is on its way out in countries including Australia and Cuba, and in the European Union.
Inter Press Service:’ Global Warming Will Decimate Biodiversity'


Julio Godoy*

BERLIN, Apr 4 2007

Thousands of plant and animal species are disappearing every month under the impact of global warming, leading environmentalists say. 

"About 150 species disappear every day," German environment minister Sigmar Gabriel said at the conference of environment ministers of the eight most industrialised countries (G8) in Potsdam, just outside of Berlin Mar. 16-17. 

"Humankind is about to delete nature's biological databank at an unknown speed," Gabriel said at the conference opening. 

Gabriel's comments are based on data compiled by scientists from around the world for the new report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to be released in Brussels Apr. 6. 

A draft of this report, which is still undergoing revisions, says a steady rise in global temperature of between one and three degrees Celsius would be sufficient to decimate biodiversity, with up to 30 percent of species at risk of extinction. 

The report predicts that global warming would endanger millions of people worldwide due to food and water shortages, floods and the spread of tropical diseases. 

The document provides a comprehensive analysis of how climate change is affecting natural and human systems. It explores how far adaptation and mitigation can reduce this impact. 

The paper presents likely scenarios if global average temperature increases between 1.1 and 6.4 degrees by 2100, compared to 1990 levels. 

"Species must adapt to these changes, or move with the shifting climate zones," Wolfgang Lucht, professor of biosphere dynamics and earth systems at the German Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, and a contributor to the IPCC report told IPS. "For species which cannot adapt or emigrate, new climate conditions at their habitats could mean extinction." 

In the face of global warming, "species adapted to mountainous ecosystems cannot dodge to higher, cooler places, for these environments do not exist," he said. "In the Arctic region, on the North Pole, which is specially suffering from global warming, flora and fauna cannot emigrate further to the north to evade the consequences of climate change." 

Lucht said climate scientists have modelled global weather development scenarios for the next 100 years, which show how climate zones could change. This research has been used by the IPCC to formulate its new report. 

"We cannot deliver an exact forecast, for a definitive theory of the biosphere does not exist," Lucht said. "But hundreds of research surveys on individual species and ecosystems show that global warming could have lethal consequences in numerous areas of the world." 

The IPCC report warns that droughts would especially affect Southern Africa, Latin America and the Mediterranean region in Southern Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. 

"Some climate models forecast a total drying out of the Amazons rainforest, which would really bring about dramatic consequences for biodiversity there," Lucht said. "Such a phenomenon would mean the obliteration of countless species." 

Lucht compared these worst case scenarios with the climate change that took place some 55 million years back, at the end of the Paleocene geological epoch. "At the end of this epoch, global temperature rose by five degrees, provoking global mass death." 

The IPCC report also warns that in less than 20 years, hundreds of millions of people would run short of water. It adds that tens of millions of others could be threatened by floods, and by the spread of tropical diseases such as malaria. 

The IPCC paper will be the second to be published this year. On Feb. 2, the group released its fourth assessment of climate change, titled The Scientific Basis, in which it reaffirmed that human made greenhouse gases emissions, especially provoked by the burning of fossil combustibles, are the main cause of global warming. 

The IPCC has warned that rising greenhouse gas emissions and global temperatures would lead to an increase in weather catastrophes such as hotter summers, warmer winters, droughts, melting of glaciers, rising of sea levels, stronger and more frequent hurricanes, and inundations. 

The IPCC was created in 1988 by the United Nations Environment Programme and the World Meteorological Organisation "to assess on a comprehensive, objective, open and transparent basis the scientific, technical and socio-economic information relevant to understanding the scientific basis of risk of human-induced climate change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and mitigation." 

The IPCC does not carry out research, or monitor climate-related data. It bases its assessment mainly on peer reviewed and published scientific and technical literature. 



New Zealand Herald: Apple goes bad on Green peace’s computer list

Thursday April 05, 2007


by Michael McCarthy  

Apple, the world's most popular computer company, is rated worst among major electronics firms for its environmental policies by Greenpeace.

In a survey of 14 companies, the environmental group yesterday put the manufacturers of the Mac, the Powerbook and the iPod bottom of the list for its policies on elimination of toxic substances and recycling.

It was an unaccustomed blot on the halo of the firm with the highest brand and repurchase loyalty of any computer manufacturer.

Greenpeace said yesterday that Apple scores badly on almost all criteria in a detailed survey of its environmental attitudes and practices.

The rankings are in the updated version of Greenpeace's Guide to Greener Electronics, published yesterday on its website.

At the top of the list, for the first time, was the Chinese PC maker Lenovo, which displaced Nokia from the lead it had maintained since the guide started last September.

The Greenpeace report does not scientifically compare the environmental qualities of the products of the different companies, merely the companies' published policies.

Apple said yesterday it disagreed with Greenpeace's rating and the criteria the group had chosen, and defended its environmental position.

"Apple has a strong environmental track record and has led the industry in restricting and banning toxic substances such as mercury, cadmium and hexavalent chromium, as well as many BFRs (brominated flame retardants)," the company said.

Behind the dispute between two of the world's most celebrated brand names is the growing concern about e-waste - electrical and electronic goods that have come to the end of their lives.

The production of all these devices, from computers and printers to CD players and mobile phones, is the fastest-growing sector in manufacturing industry in the industrialised countries.

The United Nations Environment Programme estimates that between 20 and 50 million tonnes of these devices - from computers and printers to CD players and mobile phones - are thrown away as obsolete every year, with potentially serious risks to human health and the environment.

This is because they contain toxic chemicals, and so are expensive to recycle properly. Instead, huge amounts are shipped, especially from the US, to China and India, where they are broken up for scrap, often by children in dumps.

Greenpeace is mounting a two-pronged campaign against what it says is an environmental disaster in the making - pressuring the manufacturers to phase out the toxic chemicals in the products, and to take responsibility for disposing of the products at the end of their lives by taking them back from customers and recycling them.

In particular it is calling for the elimination of PVC plastic, used as an insulator on internal cabling, and of all brominated flame retardants, used to laminate printed circuit boards to prevent them catching fire.

In Europe, including Britain, a new EU law will this year make producers responsible for obsolete electronic goods, but there is no such regulation in the US or elsewhere.

The Greenpeace guide measures the voluntary performance of electronics firms on chemicals and producer responsibility.

A major surprise is the emergence at the top of the list of Lenovo, which, although it is China's computer giant, is a company of which many people have not heard.

"Lenovo scores top marks on its e-waste policies and practice," Greenpeace said. "It offers takeback and recycling in all the countries where its products are sold."

Dive: Year of the dolphin 2007 

Thursday, 5 April, 2007 

As ACCOBAMS (The Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans in the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic area) declared 2007 as the Year of the Dolphin, BICREF is intensifying its support to the Maltese Cetacean Research and Awareness Project with the assistance of local sponsors. 

To this effect, the Melita Marine Group has kindly contributed by organizing a very successful fund-raising event in aid of BICREF's marine conservation work. The gala night event was introduced by the Hon. Minister Censu Galea whose thoughtful and inspiring speech encouraged many more local entities to contribute to marine conservation work for sustainable development in respect of our sea and its creatures. 

Through this long-term commitment to fund-raising for marine conservation, the Melita Marine Group is setting an excellent example for others to follow. 

Since 1998, BICREF has assisted the long-term Cetacean Scientific Research Project of the Maltese Islands that was launched in 1996 by Dr. Adriana Vella, Ph.D (Cambridge) at the University of Malta. BICREF has helped to promote accurate awareness on the needs of various local species and their distribution, in the Central Mediterranean and around the Maltese Islands, as never before. 

The importance of cetacean research in this region of the Mediterranean has indeed picked up since the onset of this local project. It has also increased regional participation toward effective conservation measures while involving public participation in cetacean sightings record keeping and valuing these majestic creatures as indicators of the health of our sea. 

For BICREF raising awareness on the needs of wild dolphins is increasingly necessary with the growing threats and dangers these species are faced with. The year of the dolphin campaign has developed under the auspices of the UNEP Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals, reminding us that dolphins can be both migratory or resident in our waters and in each case deserving effective protection.
====================================================================

Other Environment News

____________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times: UK to host key talks on climate change

By Mark Turnerat the United Nationsand Fiona Harvey in London 

Published: April 5 2007 03:00 | Last updated: April 5 2007 03:00

Britain is to host a ministerial meeting at the United Nations Security Council in what could lead to a breakthrough recognition by the world body of the implications of climate change for peace and security.

The UK, which holds this month's presidency of the council, has overcome reluctance from the US and other powerful members, and hopes the meeting, planned for April 17, could have a similar impact to a UN meeting on Aids in 2000.

Margaret Beckett, the British foreign secretary, will argue that climate change has significant implications for security. But she is likely to face scepticism from countries that think the council is going beyond its remit.

In a discussion paper entitled "Energy, Security and Climate", the UK says the increasing use of fossil fuels "will accelerate climate change, which presents risks to the very security we are trying to build [through economic development]".

Among other risks, it says, "melting ice and rising sea levels caused by climate change are likely to result in major changes to the world's physical land mass during this century", leading to potential changes in political and maritime borders.

It says "substantial parts of the world risk being left uninhabitable by rising sea levels", which will "exacerbate existing migratory pressures across international borders. Some estimates suggest up to 200m people may be displaced by the middle of the century".

Climate change is "likely to make essential resources more scarce . . . particularly in already vulnerable societies", which could "create instability, increasing vulnerability to conflict".

The UK will be able to cite strong scientific support for its arguments.

On Friday, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, meeting in Brussels, will produce the second section of the biggest study yet of the effects of global warming. The panel will draw on the work of more than 2,500 scientists.

The report is expected to show evidence that climate change will result in serious human health problems, owing to the spread of disease and lower agricultural yields, and economic dangers arising from damage to infrastructure such as transport networks and buildings, within the next few decades.

Climate change will also result in serious damage to the natural world, such as the destruction of coral reefs and the extinction of species, the scientists are expected to conclude.
____________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press: Scientists meet, debate climate change 

By ARTHUR MAX,

 Apr 4, 2007

BRUSSELS -- Scientists and diplomats from more than 120 countries debated the urgency of changes in the Earth's climate Wednesday as they tried to finalize a report on global warming that will guide policymakers for decades to come.

In closed-door meetings, the delegates argued over revisions in the 21-page draft text, in one case making changes to highlight how global warming will reduce staple crops in countries such as China and India, where millions of people could go hungry.

The conference is due to release the report by Friday. The text is a synopsis of a more than 1,400-page assessment by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, with contributions by more than 1,000 climate experts, on the impact of global warming and the vulnerabilities of economies, ecosystems and human health.

It will be presented at a Group of Eight leaders summit in June in Germany, during which the European Union will press President Bush to sign on to international talks to cut emissions.

The report also will be the basis for a conference in December in Indonesia to set an international framework for controlling the emissions of carbon dioxide after 2012, the expiry date of the Kyoto Protocol, which mandates emission curbs for industrial countries.

The United States, which has refused to coordinate action to curb greenhouse gas emissions with other countries, was playing a low-key role in Brussels so far, said delegates on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media.

Delegates said the talks were going slowly, with disputes over the level of confidence attached to the statement. Some countries wanted the wording either toned down or the level of certainty reduced, delegates said. The issue was handed to a smaller "contact group" to resolve.

"We have made too little progress so far," said Hans Verolme of the World Wildlife Fund for Nature, who is attending the sessions. "We want to make sure that what comes out in the end is crisp, well structured and understandable to the layman."

R.T.M. Sutamihardja, a delegate from Indonesia, said one difficulty was juggling the interests of each country in weighing the impact of climate change.

"If we want to include everything, we would need a bigger map," he told The Associated Press outside the conference room.

The report stresses that climate changes will have a more devastating impact on poor countries ? and poorer citizens within rich countries ? because they are less capable of adapting to shifts in weather patterns.

Many of the regions expected to be most affected already suffer severe water shortages and hunger, which will only get worse, the final report is to say, while some parts of North America and Europe will benefit in the short-term from milder winters and longer growing seasons.

The text is the second of four reports by the climate change panel. The first, issued in February, updated the science of climate change, concluding with near certainty that global warming is caused by human behavior.

Six years in the making, the panel's latest assessment is based on scientific data on changes that have occurred, including the earlier appearance of spring in temperate climate zones and the bleaching of tropical coral reefs from warmer sea water.

New reports appear almost daily. On Wednesday, scientists at the U.S. National Snow and Ice Data Center at the University of Colorado announced that the area of ocean covered by ice last month was the second lowest in recorded history, beaten only by the March 2006 record.

Walt Meier, a scientist at the center, said the Arctic sea report was a "milestone in a strong downward trend" reflecting warmer Arctic temperatures.

_____________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre: El Niño at an end and reverse La Niña weather pattern possible 

3 April 2007  

The most recent El Niño, the periodic weather pattern that can have repercussions around the world from torrential rains and floods in the Americas and Africa to droughts and brush fires in Australia and Asia, has now ended and a transition to its mirror image, La Niña, is a substantial possibility, according to the latest United Nations forecast. 

Both phenomena refer to large-scale changes in sea-surface temperature across the central and eastern tropical Pacific, with a warm pool located in the central and western Pacific expanding to cover the tropics during El Niño but shrinking to the west during La Niña. Thus La Niña (or cold episodes) produces the opposite climate variations from El Niño. 

For example, parts of Australia and Indonesia are prone to drought during El Niño but are typically wetter than normal during La Niña. 

“The observed rate of cooling has been more rapid than most models predicted,” the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in its latest update. “Currently, several, but not all, models indicate the likelihood of an emerging La Niña over the next several months.” 

WMO cautioned that forecasts made at this time of year “notoriously lack skill” and the March-May period is often referred to as the “spring barrier” in the predictability of El Niño and La Niña, but there are indications that cooler than normal waters may prevail over the next several weeks in the central and eastern Equatorial Pacific such that a La Niña event becomes established. In such an event, given the timing in the year, the phenomenon would likely persist for much of the remainder of the year. 

Experts have noted the presence of a substantial pool of cooler than normal water just beneath the surface of the central and eastern Equatorial Pacific and this is expected to reinforce, over the next few weeks, the already cooler than normal waters at the surface. 

“The system at this time of the year is finely balanced and can be quite easily deflected from an apparent track, but the pre-requisite conditions appear to be in place for the development of a La Niña event,” WMO said. “The next 2-3 months will be crucial for determining whether neutral conditions continue, or a La Niña event does indeed transpire.” 

El Niño conditions, which in December were forecast as likely to persist until at least March, dissipated rapidly during January and February. Prior to that climate patterns over several months displayed many characteristics usually associated with El Niño, including drier than normal conditions across many parts of Australia, Indonesia and Fiji, unusually heavy rains and flooding across parts of eastern Africa, and extended dry spells across many south-western parts of southern Africa. 

_______________________________________________________________________

Reuters: UN Security Council to Debate Climate Change 
April 5, 2007


UNITED NATIONS - The UN Security Council will debate climate change for the first time on April 17, the result of a British campaign to force it onto the agenda of a body that deals with matters of war and peace. 

"The traditional triggers of conflict are likely to be exacerbated by the effects of climate change," Britain's UN ambassador Emyr Jones Parry told a news conference on Wednesday at which he outlined Security Council business for April, when Britain holds the rotating presidency. 

Britain considers the topic so important to global security that Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett will preside over the debate. 

Countries on the 15-member Security Council normally have their ambassadors take part in debates but reserve the right to have foreign ministers or heads of state or government address the council on issues of greater importance. 

Britain invited other countries to send foreign ministers as well, Jones Parry said. 

In March Britain announced its intention to bring climate change to the Security Council, but it had to be agreed by the council's 15 members including the five permanent members who have veto authority. 

Permanent members China and Russia expressed some opposition to the holding the debate, diplomatic sources from two countries said. Meanwhile, the United States, which has declined to adhere to the Kyoto Protocol, had no opposition. 

Behind Prime Minister Tony Blair and Beckett, a former secretary of state for environment, Britain has taken a leading role in urgent action against global warming in other international forums such as the European Union, which last month agreed to cut greenhouse gas emissions at least 20 percent by 2020. 

Anticipating that some UN member states will argue that climate change should remain a matter for the General Assembly or agencies dealing with environment, Britain circulated a so-called concept paper arguing that climate change could provoke new wars, change borders, disrupt energy supplies and force mass migration. 

It outlines six areas where climate change could affect global security: border disputes, migration, energy supplies, other resource shortages, societal stress and humanitarian crises. 

Melting ice and rising sea levels could alter the world's physical landmass, leading to potential changes in political or maritime borders, and mass migration could also result, with some estimates that up to 200 million people could be displaced by the middle of the century, the paper says. 


Story by Daniel Trotta
_____________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist: Key report to say global warming already happening

· 16:41 04 April 2007 

· NewScientist.com news service 

· Catherine Brahic 

There is evidence that the world is already feeling the effects of climate change and has been for the past decade. This is what hundreds of UN-backed scientists and politicians will say on Friday 6 April, a source involved in last-minute discussions taking place in Brussels, Belgium, told New Scientist. 

The latest report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the first to be based on observations of recent changes in weather, rather than computer-model-based forecasts of future climate.

Experts have long held that blaming human greenhouse-gas emissions for any single weather is difficult, or even impossible. The closest researchers can come to doing this is calculating the probability that an event – a hurricane, for instance, or a heat wave – would have happened if industrial activities had not been pumping the gases into the atmosphere since the late 1800s. 

One such retrospective analysis, published in December 2004 (Nature, vol 432, p 551) demonstrated that human greenhouse gas emissions had at least doubled the risk of a severe heat wave in Europe during the summer of 2003 (see Companies could be sued for climate change). The heat wave in question had led to the deaths of about 14,000 people. 

Delta blues

The upcoming IPCC report, the source told New Scientist, will argue that the accumulation of extreme heat waves, droughts, floods, storms and melting glaciers from all over the world provide a strong case for climate change happening now.

The particular vulnerability of Africa and populations in large river deltas are also expected to be highlighted in the report. River deltas often house dense human developments and are vulnerable to rises and sea-levels and extreme storms. This is especially true in developing countries like Vietnam, but also in large industrialised cities, like London, UK (see Coastal living – a growing global threat).

African nations are heavily reliant on agriculture which in the long term will suffer from rising temperatures and decreasing rainfall. 

Lashing out

Late-stage discussions over the final wording of the IPCC report started with a bang on Monday 2 April, when the European environment commissioner lashed out at US and Australian climate policies. "We expect the United States to cooperate closer and not to continue having a negative attitude in international negotiations," Stavros Dimas said. 

He also accused Australia of undermining efforts to reach an international agreement of limiting greenhouse gas emissions by refusing to ratify the Kyoto protocol. 

"It's only political pride, if I can put it in a nice way, that prevents you from ratifying," he said to Australian delegates. "If you would like to really give a boost to international negotiations, you could ratify Kyoto."

Accusations fly

Australian prime minister John Howard responded on national radio: "Our answer to the spokesman for the European Union is look to your own affairs, get your countries complying with the targets you've proclaimed. The spokesman for a group of countries [is] lecturing us about not having signed Kyoto, yet the great bulk of the countries on whose behalf he speaks are falling well behind their Kyoto targets and are doing less well than Australia in meeting them," he said.

The new IPCC publication will be the second chapter of the panel's 2007 report on climate change. It will focus on the global and regional impacts of rising temperatures, and the importance of preparing for these impacts – which are likely to include dwindling water reserves as mountain glaciers melt, and more intense storms. 

The first chapter of the IPCC report was launched in February 2007. Its main statement was to say with 90% certainty that the burning of fossil fuels and other human activities are driving climate change (see Blame for global warming placed firmly on humankind).

Climate Change - Want to know more about global warming – the science, impacts and political debate? Visit our continually updated special report.
________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Solomons Declares Disaster as Quake Toll Hits 28 
April 5, 2007


HONIARA - The Solomon Islands has declared a disaster in two provinces hit hardest by an earthquake and tsunami as the death toll climbed to 28 and aid workers issued a plea for tents and supplies for thousands of homeless people. 

"The casualties will still go up and also the reported deaths will still go up," Solomon Islands Red Cross Secretary General Charles Kelly told Australian radio on Wednesday. 

"I think the thing right now is water, water and tents. People are still up in the bush and are reluctant to go back to the villages." 

As aftershocks continued, the first disaster assessment teams reached hard-hit Western and Choiseul Provinces in the South Pacific island nation on Wednesday, two days after the magnitude 8 quake and tsunami that destroyed villages and drove residents into the hills in panic. 

Thousands of houses were destroyed by the quake and tsunami, with coastal areas inundated with water and homes sucked into the sea. Officials fear disease outbreaks, including malaria. 

Solomons Home Affairs Minister Bernard Giro declared on Tuesday a disaster as rescuers struggled to reach remote coastal villages with no road access. 

Kelly warned sanitation problems were emerging in hilltop refugee camps and an estimated 5,400 people left homeless should return home, despite strong aftershocks and fears of more quakes. 

"It's safe now to go back to the village, but you know people are still traumatised and are still up in the bush, but slowly some of them are going back," Kelly said. 

Solomons police set up a command post near Munda village in Western Province, which had an undamaged airstrip, as a team of six doctors and 13 nurses left the capital Honiara. 

International peacekeepers, stationed in the country following communal violence in 2003, evacuated several injured people to hospital in the capital Honiara. 

A six-member United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination is on the way to the Solomons and officials estimated at least 1,000 homes had been destroyed. 

"Public health experts are warning of the potential danger of malaria outbreaks among the displaced population," the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said in a statement. 

Mosquito nets and insecticide sprays were being given to the homeless and aid agencies such as Doctors Without Borders were also on the way. 

The United States promised money for shelter, water and sanitation in the worst hit areas. Australia has offered A$2 million (US$1.6 million) in aid. 

New Zealand offered NZ$500,000 (US$360,000) and an air force Hercules laden with supplies, including water containers, blankets, tarpaulins, food and lamps was expected on Wednesday. 

"I think this is going to be a long time before ... rehabilitation because some of the schools are also affected, some of the schools are closed, and the clinics are also washed away," Kelly said. 

The Solomon Islands is a popular destination for divers but most residents live on subsistence agriculture with less than a quarter having paid jobs. 

The Solomon Islands lie on the so-called Pacific "Ring of Fire" where volcanic activity and earthquakes are common. (US$1=A$1.23) 


Story by Walter Nalangu


Reuters: Global Warming Happens: But is it "Catastrophic"?

NORWAY: April 5, 2007

OSLO - Likely headlines predicting a global warming "catastrophe", "disaster" or "cataclysm" after a UN report due on Friday risk sapping public willingness to act by making the problem seem too big to tackle, some experts say.

The world's leading climate scientists, meeting in Brussels, are set to warn of more hunger in Africa, rising seas, species extinctions and a melting of Himalayan glaciers in the April 6 report about the regional impacts of climate change.

But the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), grouping 2,500 scientists, does not use words to sum up the forecasts -- unlike some politicians or headline writers who describe it as a "crisis", "terrifying" or "armageddon".

"I'm a bit preoccupied that the media, having contributed to every day making another doomsday news headline, then in six weeks time will declare it hysteria and move on," said Achim Steiner, head of the UN Environment Programme.

Still, Steiner said it was clearly right to use words like "catastrophe" to describe effects such as a projected rise in sea levels in coming centuries that could swamp Pacific island states or cities from Shanghai to Buenos Aires.

"It is legitimate to use those words in specific scenarios," he told Reuters. "But does that mean that the whole climate change debate should be about doom and gloom? No, because we are finding that we can do something about it."

Mike Hulme, head of the British Tyndall research Centre, said headlines in the British media after a previous UN report in February, giving an overview of global warming science, used adjectives such as "shocking", "terrifying" or "devastating".

PARALYSIS

"Such appeals often lead to denial, paralysis, apathy and even perverse reactive behaviour," he wrote in a letter to the journal Nature. He said US media used less startling language.

"Campaigners, media and some scientists seem to be appealing to fear in order to generate a sense of urgency," he wrote. "If they want to engage the public in responding to climate change, this is unreliable at best and counter-productive at worst."

And sceptics, meanwhile, say strong words exaggerate dangers. US Republican Senator James Inhofe in 2003 called the threat of "catastrophic global warming ... the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the American people".

UN officials say the IPCC wants to avoid allegations of scaremongering in its reports that link greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels to warming. That means many people need a dictionary to read IPCC reports.

The IPCC's main conclusion in its February report was that it was more than 90 percent probable that mankind was to blame for most global warming since 1950.

It wrote: "Most of the observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations." Anthropogenic means caused by humans.

Some UN agencies use clearer language.

"The matter is serious," according to the UN's Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn. "Predictions of future climate impacts show that the consequences could vary from disruptive to catastrophic."

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent



BBC: Briny future for vulnerable Malta 

4 April 2007

By Matt McGrath 


Later this week, scientists on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will report on how global warming will impact the world now and in the future. 
Rising sea levels could cause increased flooding throughout the world, affecting the lives of millions of people. 
BBC World Service environment reporter Matt McGrath has been to Malta to see how the rising waters are making life more difficult on the Mediterranean island. 

About 400,000 people live on the tiny island of Malta. It is one of the most crowded spaces in the world. 

It is also highly vulnerable to climate change. Rising sea levels in the Mediterranean caused by global warming are threatening to submerge parts of the island. 

But there is another aspect to sea level rise that is already having a significant effect on Malta. It is the impact on the supply of drinking water. 

In the tourist season Malta's population trebles. All these extra people put great pressure on an ancient water supply, which has for centuries depended on a vast reservoir that lies under the island. 

Because the fresh water is less dense than salt water, this reserve effectively floats on the sea. 

Down the centuries, the Maltese have developed a clever system of underground tunnels, called galleries, to extract the water for human consumption. 

Salt rise 

About 97m (320ft) beneath the surface of the island lie the Ta' Kandja galleries. Reached by a lift, the tunnels stretch out for several kilometres like the spokes of a wheel, all half filled with water that is pumped up to the surface and then to homes and farms around the island. 

The water in the tunnels is fresh. But just 10m below it is salty. And thanks to climate change the brackish water is rising. 

And the Malta water services engineer Paul Micallef says the rising sea will make the galleries very difficult to operate in the future. 

"According to recent studies the water will rise about 96cm by the year 2100," he told the BBC. 

"This will affect the availability of groundwater as the interface between sea water and fresh water will actually rise by about 1m and the high salinity levels will be close to our extraction sources." 

The effects of the increasing salinity are already being felt in some parts of the island. In the beautiful Im'selliet valley; David and Mary Mallia run an organic farm that produces grapes, citrus fruits and vegetables. 

Like many people on Malta, the Mallias use a bore hole to extract water for their crops. David says that he's noticed changes in the water in recent months. 

Controlling emissions 

"Since the rainfall has become less, the salinity is becoming higher and higher. Normally in winter it would be about 2,000 microsiemens, which is a measure of salinity. 

"This year, with the lack of rain, it went up to 4,000. It's not good for irrigation. If you water your trees with this water it will kill them" 

Because the rising sea is poisoning their ground water with salt, the authorities in Malta are investing in desalination to make the sea water drinkable. More than half the potable water on the island is now produced in this way. 

But desalination plants contribute significantly to global warming as they are powered by fossil fuels. As a member of the European Union, the Maltese are already facing sanctions for failing to co-operate on carbon cutbacks with Brussels. 

Cutting their emissions will not be easy, according to Dr Christopher Chaintor who is responsible for environmental policy within the Maltese ministry of rural affairs and the environment. 

He says that the people of Malta will want to see climate change impacts first before they are willing to spend money changing their lifestyles. 

New predictions for the Mediterranean area suggest that heat waves and droughts will become much more common - and the seas will continue to rise. 

To deal with these problems, the EU says that serious emission cuts must be made across Europe. These cutbacks could hamper Malta's tourist industry - and that is an option few local politicians would like to embrace. 
________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Nine Hurricanes Predicted for Atlantic Basin This Season

April 4, 2007

FORT COLLINS, Colorado, A very active hurricane season is in store for the U.S. Atlantic Basin starting June 1, but not as active as the 2005 season, according to a team of hurricane forecasters at Colorado State University.

Meteorologists William Gray and Phil Klotzbach anticipate 17 named storms in the Atlantic basin between June 1 and November 30, of which nine will become hurricanes.

Of those nine, the team predicts that five will develop into intense or major hurricanes - rated category 3, 4 or 5 on the Saffir/Simpson scale - with sustained winds of 111 miles per hour or greater.

"We are calling for a very active hurricane season this year, but not as active as the 2004 and 2005 seasons," said Klotzbach. "Based on our latest forecast, the probability of a major hurricane making landfall along the U.S. coastline is 74 percent compared with the last-century average of 52 percent."

forecasters

Colorado State University hurricane forecasters William Gray, left, and Phil Klotzbach work with the Tropical Meteorology Project. (Photo courtesy CSU)

The team's forecasts are based on the premise that global oceanic and atmospheric conditions - such as El Nino, sea surface temperatures and sea level pressures - that preceded active or inactive hurricane seasons in the past provide meaningful information about similar trends in future seasons.

For 2007, the forecasters expect continued warm tropical and north Atlantic sea surface temperatures, prevalent in most years since 1995, as well as neutral or weak La Nina conditions - a recipe for greatly enhanced Atlantic basin hurricane activity.

These factors are similar to conditions that occurred during the 1952, 1964, 1966, 1995 and 2003 seasons. The average of these five seasons had well above-average activity, and Klotzbach and Gray predict the 2007 season will have activity in line with the average of these five years.

No hurricanes made landfall along the U.S. coastline last year. The 2006 season developed a total of 10 named storms, five hurricanes and two major hurricanes.

The 2005 season, considered unusual by the Colorado State forecast team, there were 27 named storms, 15 hurricanes and seven intense hurricanes.

Long-term averages are 9.6 named storms, 5.9 hurricanes and 2.3 intense hurricanes per year.

hurricane

A Category 5 storm, Wilma became the 12th hurricane of the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season in October, making the 2005 season became the most active on record. (Photo courtesy NOAA)

The Colorado State team has cautioned against reading too much into the hurricane seasons of 2004 and 2005 when Florida and the Gulf Coast were ravaged by four landfalling hurricanes each year. Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne caused devastating damage in 2004, followed by Dennis, Katrina, Rita and Wilma in 2005.

"The activity of these two years was unusual, but within the natural bounds of hurricane variation," said Gray, who began forecasting hurricane seasons at Colorado State 24 years ago. "Following the two very active seasons of 2004 and 2005, 2006 experienced slightly below-average activity with no landfalling hurricanes."

"We've had an upturn of major storms since 1995," Gray said. "We think this upturn of major storms will continue for another 15 or 20 years."

Gray does not attribute changes in recent and projected Atlantic hurricane activity to human-induced global warming.

"Although global surface temperatures have increased over the last century and over the last 30 years, there is no reliable data available to indicate increased hurricane frequency or intensity in any of the globe's seven tropical cyclone basins, except for the Atlantic over the past 12 years," Gray said.

"Meteorologists who study tropical cyclones have no valid physical theory as to why hurricane frequency or intensity would necessarily be altered significantly by small amounts of global mean temperature change," he said.

Gray and Klotzbach predict tropical cyclone activity in 2007 will be 185 percent of the average season. By comparison, 2005 witnessed tropical cyclone activity that was about 275 percent of the average season.

"In December and January, we had a weak to moderate El Nino event in the tropical Pacific Ocean. When you have El Nino conditions during the hurricane season, it increases vertical wind shear across the tropical Atlantic and typically results in a weaker tropical cyclone season," Klotzbach said.

"However, we've seen El Nino conditions dissipate quite rapidly late this winter, so we do not think that's going to be an inhibiting factor this year," said Klotzbach. "Also, we have warm Atlantic sea surface temperatures this year which we've seen just about every year since 1995."

hurricane

U.S. Air Force hurricane hunters fly into the eye of an Atlantic hurricane. (Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force)

Gray and Klotzbach said there is a 74 percent chance that at least one major hurricane will make landfall on the U.S. coastline in 2007. The long-term average probability is 52 percent.

There is a 50 percent chance that a major hurricane will make landfall on the U.S. East Coast, including the Florida Peninsula, they said. The long-term average is 31 percent.

They predict a 49 percent chance that a major hurricane will make landfall on the Gulf Coast from the Florida Panhandle west to Brownsville, while the long-term average is 30 percent.

The team also predicted above-average major hurricane landfall risk in the Caribbean.

"We were quite fortunate last year in that we had no hurricane landfalls," Klotzbach said. "The 2006 season was only the 12th year since 1945 that the United States witnessed no hurricane landfalls."

Probabilities of tropical storm-force, hurricane-force and intense hurricane-force winds occurring at specific locations along the U.S. East and Gulf Coasts within a variety of time periods are listed on the forecast team's Landfall Probability website.

The site provides U.S. landfall probabilities for 11 regions, 55 sub-regions and 205 individual counties along the U.S. coastline from Brownsville, Texas, to Eastport, Maine.

Online at: http://www.e-transit.org/hurricane, the site is the first publicly accessible Internet tool that adjusts landfall probabilities for regions, sub-regions and counties based on the current climate and its projected effects on the upcoming hurricane season.

Klotzbach and Gray update the site regularly with assistance from the GeoGraphics Laboratory at Bridgewater State College in Massachusetts.

________________________________________________________________________

The Independent: Arctic sea ice is shrinking in 'downward spiral'

By Steve Connor, Science Editor

Published: 05 April 2007

Winter sea ice in the Arctic has failed to reform fully for the third year in a row. Scientists said yesterday that the area of ocean covered by Arctic ice at the end of the winter months was lower only in March 2006.

Researchers fear that the floating sea ice is now on a downward spiral of shrinkage that cannot recover fully even during winter because of warmer temperatures.

Walt Meier of the US National Snow and Ice Data Centre in Boulder, Colorado, which released the satellite data yesterday, said: "We're seeing near-record lows and higher-than-normal temperatures. We expect the downward trend to continue in future years."

The maximum area of the northern hemisphere covered by sea ice in March 2007 was 5.7 million square miles, compared to the 5.6 million square miles recorded in March 2006.

The long-term average for March sea ice, as determined by Nasa measurements from 1979 to 2000, is 6.1 million square miles, according to the centre.

Sea ice in the Arctic oscillates naturally during the seasons, with the area of ocean covered by ice shrinking to its peak minimum extent during September and expanding to its annual maximum during March.

Since 1979, when satellite measurements began, summer sea ice had declined significantly. In September 2005 it reached an all-time record low, with September 2006 the second-lowest.

Scientists fear that the winter failure of the ice to recover fully will mean there is less ice to start with at the beginning of the summer melting period, leading to more rapid shrinkage with each subsequent year.

This is bad news for polar bears, which rely on floating sea ice to hunt for seals. With little ice, polar bears have to swim further in open water, burning much-needed body fat in the process.

One of the greatest concerns is that the melting sea ice will lead to greater areas of open, darker ocean being exposed to sunlight during the summer. Instead of 90 per cent of the heat of the sun being reflected by a cap of sea ice, the heat will be absorbed by the open water, which will exacerbate the trend towards regional warming.

"Low winter recovery means that the ice is freezing up later in the fall [autumn] and growing at a slower pace in the winter," said a spokesman for the centre.

"September usually marks the end of the summer melting season. Low summer extent means that ice is melting faster during the summer and leaving less ice to build on during the winter recovery," he said.

Computer models predict that the summer sea ice will be totally gone by the end of the century. Some scientists, however, believe that this could occur as early as 2040.

If the sea ice of the Arctic disappears completely in summer, regional temperatures could increase faster than in the past. Some scientists also believe that the change in the regional climate could have far-reaching impacts on other parts of the northern hemisphere, perhaps by altering ocean currents such as the Gulf Stream.

________________________________________________________________________

The Independent: IPPR'Put green warnings on adverts for flights' 

By Joe Churcher 

Published: 05 April 2007 

Ads for flights, holidays and cars should carry tobacco-style health warnings to combat the public's "addiction" to polluting transport and reduce climate change, a think-tank recommended yesterday. 

The Institute for Public Policy Research also said carbon offsetting charges should be included in fares as part of radical efforts to cut CO2 emissions.

As thousands of Britons prepare to travel abroad for Easter breaks, the IPPR said highly visible warnings, such as "Flying Causes Climate Change", could put some people off air travel.

Forcing car makers to label new vehicles according to their green credentials and advertising the contribution of driving to climate change could also change behaviour, the report concludes.

Simon Retallack, the IPPR's head of climate change, said: "The evidence that aviation damages the atmosphere is just as clear as the evidence that smoking kills. We know that smokers notice health warnings on cigarettes, and we have to tackle our addiction to flying in the same way.

"But if we are to change people's behaviour, warnings must be accompanied by offering alternatives to short-haul flights and by steps to make the cost of flying better reflect its impact on the environment."

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: Palm oil: the biofuel of the future driving an ecological disaster now

Ian MacKinnon in Kalimantan
Wednesday April 4, 2007


The numbers are damning. Within 15 years 98% of the rainforests of Indonesia and Malaysia will be gone, little more than a footnote in history. With them will disappear some of the world's most important wildlife species, victims of the rapacious destruction of their habitat in what conservationists see as a lost cause.

Yet this gloomy script was supposed to have included a small but significant glimmer of hope. Oil palm for biofuel was to have been one of the best solutions in saving the planet from greenhouse gases and global warming. Instead the forests are being torn down in the headlong rush to boost palm oil production.

More startling is that conservationists believe the move to clear land for this "green fuel" is often little more than a conspiracy, providing cover to strip out the last stands of timber not already lost to illegal loggers. In one corner of Kalimantan, the Indonesian part of Borneo, a mere 250,000 hectares or 1,000 sq miles...-... almost twice the size of Greater London...-...of the 6m hectares of forest allocated for palm oil by the government have actually been planted.

"When you look closely the areas where companies are getting permission for oil palm plantations are those of high-conservation forest," said Willie Smits, who set up SarVision, a satellite mapping service that charts the rainforest's decline. "What they're really doing is stealing the timber because they get to clear it before they plant. But the timber's all they want; hit and run with no intention of ever planting. It's a conspiracy."

The fear is that Indonesia's aim of almost doubling the 6.5m hectares under oil palm plantation in the next five to eight years - tripling it by 2020 - to meet rocketing worldwide demand will afford ever-greater opportunities for the timber thieves. An estimated 2.8m hectares of forest is already lost every year.

Until now palm oil - of which 83% is produced in Indonesia and Malaysia - was produced for food. But the European Union's aim of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 20% by 2020, partly by demanding that 10% of vehicles be fuelled by biofuels, will see a fresh surge in palm oil demand that could doom the rainforests.

That is likely to kill off the "flagship species" of wildlife such as the Asian elephant, the Sumatran tiger and the orang-utan of Borneo which are already under enormous pressure from habitat loss. Plantation owners regard the orang-utan as pests because it eats the young palm oil plants and hunt them down ruthlessly.

"In reality it's over for the tiger, the elephant and the orang-utan," said Mr Smits, who founded the Borneo Orang-utan Survival Foundation. "Their entire lowland forest habitat is essentially gone already. We find orang-utan burned, or their heads cut off. Hunters are paid 150,000 rupiah [£8.30] for the right hand of an orang-utan to prove they've killed them."

Two orang-utan rehabilitation centres run by the foundation on Indonesian Borneo are overflowing with more than 800 of the primates, most rescued from oil palm plantations. But the east Kalimantan centre, where rescued babies are reared by hand, has been unable to release any rescued orang-utan into the wild for four years because suitable habitat has proved impossible to find. In central Kalimantan the picture is worse: it has never staged a release in almost a decade.

A new UN report The Last Stand of the Orangutan: State of Emergency found that forests in Indonesia and Malaysia are being felled so quickly that 98% could be gone by 2022. Yet the orang-utan's lowland forest could disappear much sooner.

"We're looking at the virtual extinction of the orang-utan in 15 years, or less," said Raffaella Commitante, primatologist at the foundation's east Kalimantan centre. "There are between 50,000 and 60,000 on Borneo and 7,000 on Sumatra. But 5,000 -10,000 are killed each year."

Yet palm oil, mixed with diesel to produce biofuel, was hailed as a potential saviour for the environment. Put simply, the argument runs that the palm oil plants produce organic compounds that when burned in engines do not add to overall carbon dioxide levels. The CO2 absorbed by the plant in its life-cycle should balance the amount it gives out when burned.

However, the more the ecological fairytale is scrutinised the more it begins to look like a bad dream. Researchers from the Dutch pressure group Wetlands International found that as much as half the space created for new palm oil plantations was cleared by draining and burning peat-land, sending huge amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

The sodden peat of central Kalimantan acts as a vast organic sponge that stores huge amounts of carbon. But as it dries while being drained for plantation, or by roads being cut through to remove timber, it releases the stored carbon. In Indonesia alone, the peat releases 600m tonnes of carbon a year. Worse, it is often set alight to speed clearing, adding to the CO2 from the huge forest fires that blanket much of south-east Asia in haze. Estimates say Indonesia's fires generate 1,400 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year, pushing it to the world's third-largest producer of CO2 from 26th, if both factors are considered.

Conservationists also fear that placing all eggs in one basket could prompt an ecological disaster. A palm oil monoculture would be unable to support the rich diversity of wildlife and leave the environment vulnerable to catastrophic disease, while local people dependent on the crop could be left high and dry if it fell out of favour.

"There are bad biofuels in the world and palm oil is often the very 'baddest'," said Ed Matthew, biofuel specialist at Friends of the Earth. "Europe shouldn't be setting targets until it's put a mechanism in place to block bad biofuels. Palm oil is one of the cheapest biofuels in the field, but by setting targets it sends the wrong signal for businessmen."

As the risks become more obvious there has been a growing clamour for eco-labelling of "sustainable" palm oil. A "round table" of buyers, producers and environmentalists has established several key criteria that would prevent conversion of high-conservation rainforest to palm oil plantations, cut the use of fires to clear land, and mitigate the conflict of plantations with wildlife and rural communities, though it has yet to be ratified. "It's vital we find financial backing for this now," said Fitrian Ardiansyah, a Worldwide Fund for Nature-Indonesia programme officer.

Jakarta is increasingly aware of the dangers, highlighted by its inability to prevent continuing illegal logging. But it is keen to grab the chance and is pledging to put in place regulations to seize allocated palm oil land not planted within a time limit.

Yet as a developing country it also believes Europe must help out financially if it wants the safeguards against the downside of palm oil production that will assist in cutting greenhouse gas.

"The Indonesian government simply doesn't have the capability or the capacity to do this alone without the support of the Europeans, the US, Japanese, or whoever," said Alhilal Hamdi, chief executive of Indonesia's biofuels development board. "It's no good other countries looking to us to help cut their CO2 emissions without helping to support us in that effort."

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: Not all Apples are green

Clean design may be one of Apple's selling points but its record on recycling is distinctly grubby. 

April 4, 2007 1:30.

Electronics manufacturers are going greener every year - but some still lag far behind. And the worst of all. The iconic Apple. It came last in a new survey published by Greenpeace for its policies on recycling and the use of toxic chemicals. 

Tens of millions of tons of electrical and electronic goods are thrown away every year. They are an environmental and health hazard because of the toxic chemicals they contain. A lot of this toxic waste is shipped to China and India where the electronic goods are broken up, often by children, to recover the scrap. The only solution is for manufacturers to remove the toxic chemicals and accept responsibility for taking back their products at the end of their life. The EU is beginning to deal with this problem, but globally there are no regulations.

The processes used to manufacture and dispose of everyday technologies, such as PCs and mobile phones, are traditionally notorious for being wasteful and damaging. But there are signs that some electronic goods are on their way to becoming "greener".

The latest Greenpeace guide to greener electronics, which ranks 14 top manufacturers of PCs and mobile phones in order of their impact on the environment, shows that most companies have committed to greener processes, with many following those commitments up with action. Developments involve eliminating the use of the most hazardous chemicals, developing recycling policies and financing take-back, reuse or recycling of end-of-life products. There are real signs that such commitments are becoming increasingly common across the industry.

Most companies now score above average points on the ranking guide, with only five companies failing to meet the average of five points. The top-ranked brands have adopted a precautionary chemical policy by committing to eliminate the use of the most hazardous chemicals in their products. They have acknowledged that, as producers, they bear individual responsibility for financing the take-back and responsible reuse or recycling of their own-brand discarded products. 

Lenovo, Nokia and Sony Ericsson have the top three spots with progressive approaches to their use of chemicals as well as the disposal of their electronic waste. Dell comes in fourth. In sharp contrast, Apple is awarded the last place, because the company has made absolutely no improvements to its policies or practices since the ranking was first released last year, in stark contrast to most of its major competitors. Lenovo, the Chinese PC manufacturer, has jumped from the bottom spot up to its current first place having made strong policy commitments. The company also offers take back and recycling in all the countries where its products are sold. 

It seems companies are more likely to respond to competition than pleas of conscience. By turning the spotlight onto top electronics companies, challenging them to outrank their competition, the Greenpeace guide to greener electronics succeeds in motivating companies to improve their chemicals and waste policies. 

At the beginning of this year, Michael Dell of Dell Computers led the way at the Consumer Electronics Fair in Las Vegas when he proclaimed: "I challenge every PC maker to join us in providing free recycling for every customer in every country ... all the time - no exceptions." Apple users, meanwhile, were disappointed at their annual MacWorld show in San Francisco. CEO Steve Jobs announced the new iPhone with a great publicity flourish, but ignored pleas to make Apple more eco-friendly. 

_______________________________________________________________________

New York Times:Discovery to Start Channel Focusing on Green Movement 
By RICHARD SIKLOS
Published: April 5, 2007

Discovery Communications, the cable channel operator, plans to start a 24-hour channel focused on eco-friendly living, as part of a push into the rising environmental movement. 

The company, based in Silver Spring, Md., will next year rebrand its Discovery Home Channel with a name that has not been selected but will reflect its position as the centerpiece of an initiative called PlanetGreen.

In addition to the cable channel, which will be carried initially in 50 million homes, other Discovery outlets including its flagship Discovery Channel will carry documentaries and other programming highlighting the new green lifestyle channel, said the chief executive, David M. Zaslav. 

The first such project is “Ten Ways to Save the Planet,” and is scheduled to be shown in the second half of next year.

Additionally, the company said the initiative, which is to be announced today at the company’s presentation in Manhattan, will feature Internet components. Discovery will also look at extending the green channel concept into the 170 counties where it has channels. 

PlanetGreen is one of the biggest efforts that a media company has made to tap into the growing movement that has spawned everything from green cars, food and architecture to green weddings and talk of a green Olympics. 

Magazines like Vanity Fair, Domino, Outside and Fortune have recently published green issues, and of course, the Oscar-winning documentary on global warming, “An Inconvenient Truth,” which featured Al Gore, is at the vanguard. 

In addition to satisfying the interests of viewers, Mr. Zaslav said that advertisers now have distinct green budgets in the same way that they have online budgets.

Mr. Zaslav said that the Discovery Channel and its offspring, which includes the Animal Planet and the Learning Channel, have always championed environmental causes like wildlife preservation. However, the new cable channel would specifically promote an environmentally friendly lifestyle. 

He noted that the channel would be in more homes — 50 million — than the media baron Rupert Murdoch’s anticipated business news channel, which is expected to start later this year. 

“To be able to rebrand an existing channel and launch with over 50 million homes in 2008 is a big statement to where the world is today,” Mr. Zaslav said in an interview. “Five years ago, people would have said ‘who are those lefties talking about green?’ ” 

He added: “Today, green means responsible.” 

Mr. Zaslav, who has shaken up the executive ranks of Discovery since becoming its president and chief executive in November, said a priority was to create a companywide green initiative that he viewed as a natural progression of the cable operator’s core business in documentaries and other nonfiction programming. 

As part of PlanetGreen, the company’s headquarters is expected to become carbon neutral.

Also, Discovery plans to hold a PlanetGreen Innovation Conference gathering business leaders, scientists and conservation experts. 

For the last two weeks, the main Discovery Channel has gained acclaim and viewers for a documentary series, “Planet Earth,” which it produced with the British Broadcasting Corporation and began showing two Sundays ago. 

Asked if the rebranding of Discovery Home suggested that some of the company’s other 14 domestic channels might also be rebranded, Mr. Zaslav said he was looking closely at the portfolio. 

Where Discovery Home was concerned, he said he wanted to differentiate the channel by featuring topics like home improvement, cooking and gardening. The channel’s current lineup includes shows with titles like “Cookin’ in Brooklyn,” “Toolbelt Diva” and “Garden Police.” 

“The channel is doing well economically,” Mr. Zaslav said, “but it’s not serving this higher purpose.” 

________________________________________________________________________

Antara News: Winter Arctic sea ice near record low
05/04/07

Winter Arctic sea ice this year was the second smallest area on record in a sign of greenhouse warming, Reuters quoted U.S. climate scientists as saying on Wednesday.

Sea ice extent, or the area of ocean that is covered by at least 15 percent ice, was 5.7 million square miles (14.7 million sq km) in March, the Colorado-based National Sea and Ice Data Center said on Wednesday. March usually marks the end of winter in the Arctic, a period when sea ice recovers from the summertime minimum.

This March`s ice level represented a slight recovery from the record low during the same month last year when the ice extent was 5.6 million square miles (14.5 million sq km). But low sea ice levels this winter -- the world`s warmest on record, according to the U.S. government -- are part of a trend toward less ice.

"This long-term trend, which seems to be accelerating, is really an indication of a warming, and the only way you get the warming is with greenhouse gases," said NSIDC research scientist Walt Meier. On a global level, carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, is being released in growing amounts from tailpipes and smokestacks.

March 2007 Arctic sea ice extent was about 7 percent smaller than the average from 1979, the first full year satellites recorded it, to 2000.

As the world warms, the extent of sea ice surrounding both poles has concerned scientists as its melting can create a feedback loop that leads to ever more warming. Ice and snow reflect solar heat back into the atmosphere. But when more of it melts, the ocean absorbs more heat, which in turn can cause more warming.

A draft U.N climate report due on Friday said climate change at the poles could threaten indigenous populations with destruction of permafrost and cut habitat for migratory birds and mammals, with "major implications" for predators such as seals and polar bears.

The polar bear population in Canada`s Hudson Bay has dropped to about 950 in 2004 from 1200 in 1989, a decline of 22 percent, according to scientists at NASA`s Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland.

Meier said low winter sea ice can threaten wildlife habitat because it means the ice is freezing up later and melting earlier in the year.

Over the last few winters sea ice has "safely" been at the the lowest levels since at least a brief cooling period during mid-1800s, when the world emerged out of a period of warming during the Middle Ages, Meier said.

NSIDC, which is part of the University of Colorado and is affiliated with the U.S. government`s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, uses shipping logs to look at data that far back.

Meier said he expects winter sea ice levels to be low or lower in future years. (*)

____________________________________________________________________________
TORONTO STAR:Forests no longer allies in climate-change fight 

 April 04, 2007

 Allan Woods

OTTAWA–Fearing the effects of forest fires and tree-destroying insect infestations, the federal government has decided against using Canada's forests in the calculations for totalling up the country's greenhouse-gas emissions.

Instead of forests being used as a credit to offset other emissions, the government is now afraid that including forests in the formula could drive up Canada's climate-change burden.

Government scientists made the call after learning of the damage that could come to forests from 2008 to 2012 and realizing the forests could become another source of emissions, pushing Canada even further from its Kyoto targets.

 In addition to destroying trees, which take carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, insect infestations increase the threat of wildfires. For example, the mountain pine beetle, a current threat in Western Canada, burrows into a tree and prevents it from drawing water, killing it and

 turning it to kindling.

 "I know for the average guy in the street, they think, `Big forests,   lots of trees, how could it be?'" said Tony Lempriere, a senior economist with the Canadian Forest Service in Ottawa. "But if you think of fires, that's a lot of carbon and they're very unpredictable."

 The Kyoto treaty, which Canada ratified in 2002, gives countries the option of using agricultural land and managed forests in the calculation of a country's total emissions. Managed forests are those that are regularly cut down and replanted.

 This should work to the advantage of a heavily forested country like

Canada because trees and plants naturally act as a carbon "sink," taking in carbon dioxide and emitting oxygen.

 But the realities of life on a hotter planet have changed norms. "We were always aware that there was risk of (forests becoming a carbon)source which is why in the negotiations Canada negotiated for having an option. ... We wanted the ability and the time to do further analysis," Lempriere said.

 Eric Richer, a spokesman for Environment Minister John Baird, said in an email that the decision to take Canada's managed forests out of the  Kyoto equation applies only to the treaty's first commitment period, from 2008 to 2012. "We will keep monitoring the situation and reassess, if need be, for the second commitment period," after 2012, he wrote.

 The risk to Canada's forests may be greater than the government analysis   predicted. Since the study's completion, the mountain pine beetle, which

 has devastated British Columbia's forestry sector, has crossed into  Alberta.

The insect eats into a tree where it feeds, reproduces and stops the tree from drawing water. Once infested, nothing can save the tree. "It will run its course right to Newfoundland and take out all the restof the pine in Canada," Dirk Brinkman, a Vancouver-based forestry

expert, said in a telephone interview.

 The government decision has angered environmentalists, who say the Kyoto   opt-out clause, negotiated under the Chrétien government, means Canada is not taking responsibility for its total emissions.

 "The problem is that ultimately we're going to have to include our   forests because forests and ecosystems can be bigger emitters (of greenhouse gas) than industry," said Brinkman.

 In 2003, Brinkman said, forest fires in Europe, the United States,Australia and Canada sent more emissions into the atmosphere globally than any other source, including industry. Brinkman, a recognized specialist in sustainable forest management, is   married to Joyce Murray, who is contesting the federal Liberal nomination in Vancouver Quadra riding.

Louise Comeau, a climate-change expert in Ottawa, said Canada had always  assumed it would realize a greenhouse-gas benefit from managed forests.

But she said damage caused by climate change has turned that assumption   on its head. "We've got more trees being destroyed than we have growing,and so our forests are turning into a source of emissions as opposed to a sink for carbon."

 Forests account for 402 million hectares of Canada's 909-million-hectare land area. Managed forests take up 240 million hectares.

 From 1990 to 2004, there were only three years when Canada's forests became a net source of emissions, rather than a carbon sink – 1995, 1998 and 2004. Since 2000, there has been a slight trend toward forests becoming a source of emissions.

The Conservatives announced their decision not to use Canada's forests in the Kyoto equation in one of two reports that were delivered recently to the United Nations body that oversees the climate change agreement in Bonn, Germany.

 Under Kyoto, Canada committed to reduce emissions to 6 per cent below 1990 levels by 2012. But emissions have climbed.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Christian Science Monitor:  Surviving a warmer world: Global forecast is 'mostly dry'

April 05, 2007

Climate change is already being blamed for altered rainfall patterns and shrinking glaciers that provide water for drinking and agriculture. Part 1 of an occasional series. 
By Peter N. Spotts |

SANTA FE, N.M.

It's a late March morning, and a light breeze tousles the tops of aspens and Ponderosa pines at Elk Cabin, one of the oldest spots in New Mexico for recording the depth of winter snow. Richard Armijo, a measuring stick in hand, is there to gauge this spring's snowpack. 

The site, in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, sits just upstream from two reservoirs that serve the city of Santa Fe. In late March, Elk Cabin should have a foot of snow on the ground, but it's nearly bare. 

Like much of the West, New Mexico has endured a long drought.

According to the latest scientific evidence, such dry spells are likely to grow more severe ? as they will around the world. Global warming, climate scientists say, is changing climates from the Himalayan Mountains to the Euphrates-Tigris River Basin. Patterns of rain and snowfall are shifting significantly. 

The question now becomes: How will nations and individuals adapt as Earth's climate warms? Glaciers from the Andes to the Alps are shrinking at an accelerating pace. Countries are already haggling over river rights. From 400 million to as many as 3.2 billion people face serious water shortages over the next 20 to 50 years. New Mexico, an already dry region that is getting drier, is on the front lines. 

Mr. Armijo, a snow surveyor for the US Department of Agriculture, knows something is going on. Like much of the American West, the state has been in the grip of drought for years. "We've set record lows for snowpack a couple of times in the last five or six years," he says. "For the most part, the snowpack's gone. In the last three to four weeks, we've experienced some really warm temperatures." 

In early February, the UN released a report on the science behind global warming. In it, researchers expressed "very high confidence" that greenhouse-gas emissions ? mostly carbon dioxide from burning coal, oil, and natural gas ? have been warming the climate. 

If these emissions continue to grow at their current rates, the report estimates, global average temperatures could top their 1980-2000 average by 2.3 to 4.1 degrees C. (4.1 to 7.4 degrees F.) by the end of the century. Among the warming's effects: Arid regions will dry out further. And some of the water that they do receive will come in the wrong form (rain instead of snow) or at the wrong time. On April 6 the UN-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) will release the second of its four major global-warming reports due this year. The focus: the challenges that vulnerable regions are likely to face and their options for adapting. 

The new IPCC report is expected to pay close attention to warming's impact on water resources ? and for good reason, says James McCarthy, professor of biological oceanography at Harvard University and past co-chairman of the 2001 IPCC working group. In the last five years, scientists have seen "a consistent record" showing a pattern of droughts alternating with strong downpours "with less opportunity for that moisture to be absorbed or retained," Dr. McCarthy says. 

A city slakes its thirst

How will humans cope with a drier climate? The city of Albuquerque has shown how much water can be saved through a concerted effort ? if resources are available. But its experience also highlights the complex demands made on water resources. 

The state's major river, the Rio Grande, cuts through Albuquerque. But it's only a dry riverbed part of the year. The city draws virtually all of its water from an underground aquifer, says John Stomp III, water resources manager for the city. By some accounts, Albuquerque once was thought to be sitting atop an aquifer with enough fresh water to fill Lake Michigan. 

But in 1993, a closer look reversed that verdict: The city's underground lake was far smaller than previously estimated ? and it was disappearing fast. 

In 1994, the city set a goal to cut water consumption by 30 percent over 10 years. By 2004, it had cut consumption by 33 percent. By 2014, it aims to reduce that to 40 percent below 1994 levels. 

To meet its goals, the city tightened its building code to improve efficient use of water. It gave tax rebates to residents and businesses for each low-flow toilet or shower head installed in existing buildings. It offered a $100 credit for installing water-efficient washing machines. It gave rebates for xeriscaping ? replacing water-hungry lawns and plants with drought-tolerant species ? and it changed landscaping codes to require this approach in new developments. The city also irrigates its parks and other public lands with treated municipal wastewater and has been hunting down and repairing leaky water mains. 

Sending water back underground

Albuquerque also has built a diversion dam across the Rio Grande and is completing an enormous water-distribution facility nearby. Both open for business next year. 

When they do, the city will rely on river water for 70 percent of its needs and use the underground aquifer to make up for shortfalls during dry years. During wet years, it plans to use some of the Rio Grande water to recharge the aquifer. 

While the new IPCC reports may begin to add new urgency to water planning, up until now it's been difficult to factor global warming into water-resource plans, Mr. Stomp says. 

The earlier models he's relied upon have given conflicting answers to questions surrounding local precipitation. "One says there's going to be more snow; one says there's going to be less snow," he says. But planning for severe, prolonged droughts has always been part of the planning process, he says. 

Over the long term, population growth is likely to push other water-saving approaches to the fore, such as desalination of brackish underground water and reuse of municipal wastewater for drinking. At least six cities in the state are considering wastewater-to-drinking-water conversions either through a direct treatment and recycling system or by using treated wastewater to recharge aquifers. 

Ironically, such efforts could make it more difficult for the state to balance the competing demands of its urban and rural interests. It will also be harder to meet its obligations to send some of its river water on to Texas, says John D'Antonio, New Mexico's state engineer. 

In the West, agriculture consumes most of the water. Many farmers here are installing more-efficient irrigation systems that lose less water to seepage as it moves along irrigation ditches. But that "leaking" water also contributes to groundwater reserves. Now less water is finding its way back into aquifers.  Water is a finite resource, Mr. D'Antonio notes. If rivers are full subscribed, the only way for the state to grow is to transfer water rights in an orderly way from agriculture to urban uses. 

A thirsty world responds to scarcity

How issues like these will play out around the world will depend on many factors, including whether countries can work out disputes over water resources. 

So far, the record is patchy. In the Philippines, researchers from Columbia University are trying to help the city of Manila set up a water-leasing deal with nearby farmers. The city and farmers share a small reservoir ? and recurring drought. 

But in dry years, the city typically has just taken all the water it needed, leading to "massive agricultural losses," says Casey Brown, a member of the group working on the water-lease project. The hope is to set up a plan under which the city would pay the farmers for the water it takes during droughts ? providing, among other things, an added economic incentive for the city to conserve during dry years. 

Political instability can get in the way, too. Iraq, Syria, and Turkey have formed a joint commission on water issues, but it hasn't met since the first Gulf War in 1992, says Olcay Unver, a visiting scholar at the Water Resources Research Institute at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio. 

Ironically, global warming may provide a catalyst by forcing countries to work together to solve their mutual problem, he suggests. "All parties see it as a common threat ? which it is," Mr. Unver says. "So it could provide the basis for common solutions to water management." 

High glaciers retreating fast Hundreds of millions of people around the world draw their water from major river systems whose sources are mountain glaciers and seasonal snowpack. From the Andes and Himalayas to the Alps, scientists are gathering data that tell a sobering tale of rapidly retreating tongues of ice. 

The World Glacier Monitoring Service tracks 27 glaciers in nine mountain ranges around the world. The service's data show that these glaciers have been steadily losing mass since 1980. 

This comes as no surprise to Lonnie Thompson. Since 1983 he has studied ice cores from mountain glaciers and ice caps in the Andes, Himalayas, and from Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. Last July, the Ohio State University professor and his colleagues published a paper suggesting that the current warming at high elevations is unprecedented in the last 2,000 years; in some areas, warming and the pace of glacial retreat is unprecedented for the past 5,200 years. 

For example, the Qori Kalis glacier, the largest outlet for the Quelccaya ice cap in Peru, retreated 10 times faster during the 1990s than it did from 1963 to 1978, Dr. Thompson says. "The changes are overwhelming." 

If global warming has shifted climate conditions closer to those that existed prior to 5,200 years ago, high-altitude glaciers may be under wholesale retreat and may disappear altogether "in the near future," Thompson says. 

Already, some cities relying on these natural water towers are struggling to adapt. But these efforts are at their early stages, according to Walter Vergara, a civil engineer with the World Bank. In Quito, Ecuador, for example, the city of 2 million relies on water from the fast-retreating Antizana glacier. Quito has laid out pipeline and reservoir projects to expand its water supplies to keep pace with the city's growth through 2040. But the plans haven't factored in global warming, Mr. Vergara says. 

Quito is now trying to anticipate the glacier's retreat and changing patterns of precipitation. This means extending water pipelines farther up the mountain and around the back of the glacier to tap its eastern, Amazon Basin side. The changes will add $100 million to the $300 million project, Vergara estimates. 

Managing water supplies in a warmer, more variable climate "is a challenge developing countries face right now," notes Casey Brown, a climate scientist at Columbia University. "If they can meet this challenge, they'll be in much better shape to meet [the] other challenges [that] climate change brings."

____________________________________________________________________________

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR: Coping with water scarcity

Climate change will require human adaptation. Water harvesting can mitigate predicted water scarcity.

5-4-07
By Lisa Shipek

As climate change becomes the No. 1 environmental issue around the world, it presents a new framework for evaluating ? and gives greater urgency to ? a host of other sensitive environmental issues, such as loss of biodiversity, desertification, natural disasters, and water scarcity. 

Even as policymakers debate ways to limit global warming by decreasing the emission of greenhouse gases, there is a growing sense that no level of human response can completely forestall the effects of climate change in coming decades. That's why adaptation is so critical. 

Tomorrow, the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will release the second volume of its Fourth Assessment Report on global warming, titled "Impact, Adaptation, and Vulnerability." An expected key finding will examine predicted water shortages ? for 1.1 billion to 3.2 billion people, according to Reuters ? and the options available to cope with them. 

That report comes on the heels of last month's World Water Day, which focused this year on coping with water scarcity.

Water scarcity is not just a problem in arid regions; even in the lush tropics of Costa Rica, communities experience water scarcity due to deforestation and intensive agriculture. Water quickly becomes scarce when communities, industry, agriculture, and natural ecosystems all depend on the same source. That competition is expected to intensify as climate change affects precipitation patterns around the globe, potentially depleting natural water reservoirs. 

That's the bad news. The good news is that proven strategies already exist to manage this kind of water scarcity.

In the southwestern United States, climate research shows that temperatures are expected to increase. Predictions vary as to whether the Southwest will become wetter or drier. Despite the uncertainty of the amount of precipitation change, a greater variability in precipitation is expected, resulting in a higher frequency of extreme events such as droughts, high-intensity storms, and flooding. 

Up to 75 percent of the water supplies for the Western United States come from snowpack. As glaciers and snowpack decrease with warming temperatures, this natural water reservoir will be depleted, threatening Western water supplies. A similar pattern is predicted in other mountainous areas, such as the Andes and the Himalayas ? an area that supplies water to 1 billion people. 

Governments and international bodies, of course, must devise solutions to water scarcity and climate change. Local communities can't wait for that slow, unwieldy process to conclude. But individuals can make changes immediately, community groups can start environmental education efforts, and cities and states can devise legislation that meets their specific needs. 

An effective way to deal with water scarcity at the local level is to harvest a resource that is freely (if not always abundantly) available: rainwater. Rainwater is a resource we have neglected with the development of municipal water systems and storm-water systems that channel rainwater away. Instead of losing this precious resource, we can expand the use of harvesting techniques that capture rainwater on-site, allowing it to be infiltrated in landscape features or stored in cisterns for later use. Countries such as Australia and India are beginning to embrace this method. The American Southwest is, too. 

In Tucson, Ariz., local consultants, small businesses, and nonprofits are leading water harvesting workshops that often have waiting lists ? a healthy demand that's further boosted by a state tax credit for rainwater harvesting. The nonprofit organization that I direct, Watershed Management Group, teaches individuals how to install cisterns and shape landscape to harvest water. In dryland regions such as southern Arizona, harvested rainwater is sufficient to meet all residential landscaping needs. In a state where residents use 40 to 60 percent of their municipal water supply on outdoor uses, that's quite significant. 

Water harvesting practices can benefit communities across the globe:

? When water is captured on-site, less rainwater becomes runoff ? or storm water ? that carries pollutants into waterways and also causes flooding. 

? In areas where surface or ground-water is contaminated, rainwater may be the cleanest source of water. Rainwater can be captured, stored, and easily treated to be suitable for drinking. 

? It augments available water supplies. This is crucial for areas with dropping water tables.

? Simple landscape features, such as berms, check dams, and basins can slow and infiltrate water on sloped land, which reduces erosion and increases soil moisture to establish or enhance vegetation. 

? Water harvesting techniques are easy to learn, low-cost, and do not require energy input.

To be effective, water harvesting must be coupled with water conservation. Conserve water in your home by planting native landscaping, installing water-efficient appliances, and using gray water. Gray water is water from your bathroom sink, shower, or washing machine, which can be used a second time to irrigate your landscape. Conserving water also saves energy, as water purification and water delivery consumes substantial energy resources. 

These approaches aren't a panacea for water scarcity. But they offer proof that each of us can take practical steps today to make our adaptation to uncertain climate change that much more certain. 

____________________________________________________________________________
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Business Times: Malaysia at the forefront in cutting gas emissions

April 04, 2007

Malaysia at the forefront in cutting gas emissions

The country was among the earliest to ratify the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which led to the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol.

Even before ratifying the Kyoto Protocol in September 4 2002, Malaysia had already been an active participant of this multilateral treaty, drawing out numerous programmes and projects to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions.

In fact, Malaysians should be proud that a biomass project in Sabah was the first project in the world to receive the certified emission reduction (CER) endorsement from the United Nations' Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) executive board.

The project, which was developed by Felda Palm Industries Sdn Bhd called the Sahabat Empty Fruit Bunch Biomass, was producing 53,986 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year. London Stock Exchange-listed EcoSecurities Group handled the development of the biomass CDM project.

But the excitement of the Malaysian company has not really inspired others to follow suit. In fact, the pace seems to have slowed down as not many companies understand the concept of the emerging carbon credit or trading market.

Of late, however, the euphoria is in the air again, with talks and lectures on carbon trading being held in Kuala Lumpur as well as numerous reports on carbon trading appearing in the dailies.

Since 2002, 19 projects in Malaysia have been given host country approval and as at February 2007, 12 of these projects were registered or given the CER by the CDM executive board. Most of them are in the biomass sector.

However, the Malaysian Energy Centre (PTM) chief executive officer Dr Anuar Abdul Rahman pointed out that as at March 3, two more projects in Malaysia had received the CER.

He said there is huge potential for carbon trading in Malaysia as the country has abundant waste resources consisting of forestry, agricultural crops, trees, plants, organic waste and residues such as agricultural effluents.

"Malaysia is well-endowed with both conventional (non-renewable) and non-conventional (renewable) sources of energy," he said.

In terms of government support, Anuar said Malaysia has already put in place the machinery and mechanisms to tackle the greenhouse gas emissions under the Kyoto Protocol at the national level as well as promote the carbon trading in the country.

This started with the establishment of the National Steering Committee on Climate Change in 1994, the National Committee on CDM on May 31 2002 and the appointment of a designated national authority by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment in May 2003.

PTM, on its website www.ptm.org.my, identified renewable energy, industrial energy efficiency, landfill management, heat and power projects, biogas, and gas sector as some of the projects that have potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

PTM said Malaysia has carbon credit potential of up to 100 million tonnes for the period 2006 to 2012.

Priced at between US$3 per tonne (RM10) and US$10 per tonne (RM35), this corresponds to a total capital inflow of RM1.14 billion and RM3.8 billion for Malaysia.

http://www.btimes.com.my/Current_News/BT/Wednesday/Nation/BT616597.txt/Article/
…………………………………..

China Post : Tsunami relief effort in Solomons is chaotic, aid workers say; UN cites death toll of 34

2007/4/5

GIZO, Solomon Islands (AP)

Aid workers helping survivors of a tsunami disaster in the Solomon Islands complained Thursday that the relief efforts are chaotic and lack resources, warning of growing health risks for thousands left homeless in squalid camps. 

The United Nations put the death toll from Monday's magnitude-8.1 earthquake and tsunami at 34. Solomons officials have previously said 28 deaths were confirmed, but more were expected. Authorities have estimated the number of homeless at around 5,600; There has been no official tally of the missing. 

"We are under-resourced, we need bigger vehicles," said disaster official Jonathan Taisia at the main Red Cross center in hard-hit Gizo town, as a chartered helicopter landed with the latest load of tarps and food. 

But much of the aid coming into Gizo wasn't being distributed beyond depots because of vehicle shortages, and a lack of workers to load trucks or clear debris that has severed road links to outlying villages, he said. 

Drinking water is in extremely short supply on Ghizo, the island on which Gizo town sits, as is food and medicine. Most aid was being delivered to Munda, on a nearby island, and a shortage of boats hampered efforts. 

Most of the local fleet of canoes and other vessels was destroyed by tsunami waves up to 5 meters (16 feet) high that crashed ashore within minutes of the offshore quake Monday morning. 

In Honiara, the capital, officials scrambled to find enough supplies to cope with the disaster in the northwest of the country, an impoverished chain of some 200 islands with a population of around 550,000. 

"The recovery operation is not going as fast as expected because of delays here in Honiara," Alfred Maesulia, an official in the Prime Minister's Department, told The Associated Press. "Suppliers don't have the volumes of relief materials we need to send." 

The risk of disease mounted. A senior Red Cross official said Tuesday some children in camps in Gizo were suffering diarrhea. National Disaster Management Council chairman Fred Fakarii warned cholera, malaria and other diseases were also a potential threat. 

At a makeshift clinic at a survivor camp on high ground behind Gizo, nurse Hugo Losena bandaged bone fractures, stitched cuts and struggled to treat internal bleeding _ the most common injuries among the three dozen people who have slept on sodden mattresses at the camp since Monday's earthquake and tsunami. 

About 20 people have been evacuated by helicopter from Gizo, he said, but many other areas were still to be reached more than three days after the disaster. 

"There are many more injured people on Limbo island and we haven't been able to get them off," Loosen said. 

In a worrying sign of disease among survivors, a Red Cross official said on Tuesday diarrhea has broken out among children in some camps. And provincial officials have warned of the potential for cholera, malaria and other diseases because of poor hygiene in the camps. 

A New Zealand military transport plane unloaded an aid package of tarps, water and food rations in the town of Munda late Tuesday, following a shipment of similar supplies delivered earlier by a police patrol boat. Six doctors and 15 nurses reached Gizo on Wednesday. 

An Australian air force transport plane left Sydney before dawn Thursday loaded with humanitarian relief supplies bound for the Solomons, an Australian Defense Department official said. 

Survivors terrified by the more than 50 jolts that have struck the region since Monday's quake _ including several registering magnitude 6 or stronger _ are afraid to come down from the hills where they have taken refuge. 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/latestnews/200745/45301.htm 

General Environment News

New Scientist Environment: Key report to say global warming already happening

Catherine Brahic- April 04, 2007

There is evidence that the world is already feeling the effects of climate change and has been for the past decade. This is what hundreds of UN-backed scientists and politicians will say on Friday 6 April, a source involved in last-minute discussions taking place in Brussels, Belgium, told New Scientist.

The latest report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the first to be based on observations of recent changes in weather, rather than computer-model-based forecasts of future climate.

Experts have long held that blaming human greenhouse-gas emissions for any single weather is difficult, or even impossible. The closest researchers can come to doing this is calculating the probability that an event – a hurricane, for instance, or a heat wave – would have happened if industrial activities had not been pumping the gases into the atmosphere since the late 1800s.

One such retrospective analysis, published in December 2004 (Nature, vol 432, p 551) demonstrated that human greenhouse gas emissions had at least doubled the risk of a severe heat wave in Europe during the summer of 2003 (see Companies could be sued for climate change). The heat wave in question had led to the deaths of about 14,000 people.

Delta blues

The upcoming IPCC report, the source told New Scientist, will argue that the accumulation of extreme heat waves, droughts, floods, storms and melting glaciers from all over the world provide a strong case for climate change happening now.

The particular vulnerability of Africa and populations in large river deltas are also expected to be highlighted in the report. River deltas often house dense human developments and are vulnerable to rises and sea-levels and extreme storms. This is especially true in developing countries like Vietnam, but also in large industrialised cities, like London, UK (see Coastal living – a growing global threat).

African nations are heavily reliant on agriculture which in the long term will suffer from rising temperatures and decreasing rainfall.

Lashing out

Late-stage discussions over the final wording of the IPCC report started with a bang on Monday 2 April, when the European environment commissioner lashed out at US and Australian climate policies. "We expect the United States to cooperate closer and not to continue having a negative attitude in international negotiations," Stavros Dimas said.

He also accused Australia of undermining efforts to reach an international agreement of limiting greenhouse gas emissions by refusing to ratify the Kyoto protocol.

"It's only political pride, if I can put it in a nice way, that prevents you from ratifying," he said to Australian delegates. "If you would like to really give a boost to international negotiations, you could ratify Kyoto."

Accusations fly

Australian prime minister John Howard responded on national radio: "Our answer to the spokesman for the European Union is look to your own affairs, get your countries complying with the targets you've proclaimed. The spokesman for a group of countries [is] lecturing us about not having signed Kyoto, yet the great bulk of the countries on whose behalf he speaks are falling well behind their Kyoto targets and are doing less well than Australia in meeting them," he said.

The new IPCC publication will be the second chapter of the panel's 2007 report on climate change. It will focus on the global and regional impacts of rising temperatures, and the importance of preparing for these impacts – which are likely to include dwindling water reserves as mountain glaciers melt, and more intense storms.

The first chapter of the IPCC report was launched in February 2007. Its main statement was to say with 90% certainty that the burning of fossil fuels and other human activities are driving climate change (see Blame for global warming placed firmly on humankind).

http://environment.newscientist.com/article/dn11535-key-report-to-say-global-warming-already-happening.html 

...................................………………………………….

The New Zealand Herald: Seabed protection plan a con, say campaigners

Martha McKenzie-Minifie - April 05, 2007

Environmentalists are calling an initiative aimed at protecting more of the seabed from bottom-trawling and dredging a "backroom deal" between the fishing industry and Government.

Fisheries Minister Jim Anderton yesterday announced a scheme he said would protect the seabed habitat of 30 per cent of New Zealand's exclusive economic zone - an area equivalent to four times New Zealand's landmass.

It aims to protect underwater features such as cold-water corals, seamounts and hydrothermal vents.

But Cath Wallace, co-chair of the Environment and Conservation Organisations network, labelled the plan a "total con job" and said the "so-called" closures were already inaccessible to commercial fishers.

"They are too deep, too rocky or were shut off anyway," said the Victoria University environmental studies lecturer.

Greenpeace oceans campaigner Mike Hagler said the scheme was basically thought up by the commercial fishing industry and did not do enough to protect sensitive areas.

&lt;A HREF="http://ads.apn.co.nz/ADCLICK/CID=0000210567d37c2500000000/SITE=NZH/AREA=SEC.NATIONAL.STY/AAMSZ=300X250/acc_random=56941867/pageid=65482277"&gt;&lt;IMG SRC="http://creative.apn.co.nz/TST_Backup_300x250_28032007.gif" ALT="" width=300 height=250 BORDER="0"&gt;&lt;/A&gt;

He was angry that it placed restrictions on similarly closing further parts of the exclusive economic zone until 2013, unless significant new information warranted it.

"The problem with this industry proposal, that has been accepted by the Government now, is that it is not based on any sound science," said Mr Hagler. "Areas that need to be examined for closure are not included in the proposal, so they are continuing business as usual."

NZ Seafood Industry Council chief executive Owen Symmans said the benthic protection areas - or parts of the seabed - were the largest marine conservation area in the world.

George Clement, chief executive of industry body the Deepwater Group, said the accord was a significant step forward.

He said trawling had occurred in the past in all but one of the 17 benthic protection areas.

Mr Anderton said the Government made amendments to the industry proposal after consultation with stateholders, including adding extra areas.

He said the plan was consistent with last year's UN General Assembly resolution that called upon states to take action to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems.

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/1/story.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10432741 …...............................................………………………………

Outlook India: Global Warming Generates Heat

Seema Sirohi- April 04, 2007

Finally, the debate moves from the tentativeness of whether global warming is taking place to 'you bet, and what are we going to do about it?' But repeats of nasty negative campaigns against India are in the offing.

Are we close to reaching a critical mass on the debate and the evidence on global warming that will shred the cover of doubt and disinformation behind which many rent-a-scientist governments have been hiding? It would appear so with the two devastating reports issued so far by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which talk of Himalayas melting, rivers drying, refugees fleeing and food shortages. By the end of this year when all four reports and supporting studies are in, the holes will be plugged and escape hatchets sealed.

Over the past three months the debate has clearly moved from the tentativeness of whether global warming is taking place to you bet, and what are we going to do about it. More than 2,000 Scientists from around the world on the UN panel are agreed, big business led by the insurance industry is coming around and citizens groups are lending their weight. Finally the environmentalists can enjoy the consensus on the catastrophe they began warning about years ago but nobody listened because profits and lifestyles were at stake. Crackpot theories about cyclical warming to a determined refusal to face the evidence determined agenda, especially in the United States which instead of showing leadership on the issue hid behind the fog of deliberate deception.

But momentum is now building against runaway consumption and a rampant rape of resources. Even the US Supreme Court weighed in this week, telling the Bush Administration-- the most regressive on the issue of global warming-- that it must use its power to limit carbon emissions. For a decidedly conservative court to intervene and take what amounts to a political stand is a step in the right direction. But don't hold your breath for the White House to spring into action because President Bush has had the distinction of appointing a former oil industry lobbyist as his lead man on the environment. He edited reports to emphasise uncertainties on global warming until he was discovered in 2005 when he slid away to join Exxon Mobil.

But others in the US are joining the chorus. The American Meteorological Society spokesman Toni Socci said this week that the world needs something like a Marshall Plan to combat climate change on a war footing. If we are to stabilize the climate today, emissions would have to be cut by 70 percent. There are many eminent US scientists on the UN panel, including the one who is credited with having successfully plugged the ozone hole.

So far the European Union is taking the political lead on the issue and that's welcome. At the end of a summit in Brussels early March, EU leaders agreed to cut overall levels of greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent from 1990 levels by the year 2020. They also vowed to up the figure to 30 percent if the rest of the industrialized world does the same. Read the United States and Australia. Under the increasingly skillful leadership of German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who holds the rotating EU presidency, they also pledged to getting at least 20 percent of all their energy needs from renewable sources by the same date. Tony Blair of Britain called climate change the most pressing political issue of our times.

It is only a matter of time before pressure builds on India and China to do "something" more than harp on the historic injustices of the issue. However good the merits of the argument, it just won't justify inaction. Wait till the western business lobby begins highlighting India's carbon emissions as a reason not to change. Why should we suffer loss in profits when Indian businessmen are under no pressure, they will argue. When the Kyoto Protocol was being negotiated in the 90s, American networks were filled with ads created by US business associations denouncing India as a greenhouse nightmare.

A repeat of that nasty negative campaign is a distinct possibility.In fact, traces have already begun to appear. A recent front-page article in the International Herald Tribune highlighted the Indian craze for air-conditioners at a time when global warming is a huge issue. Wait for the chorus to grow louder as reporters discover other ways Indians are consuming more and warming the earth. Of course, western lifestyles dependent on central air-conditioning and heating, often at levels well beyond human need, multiple cars, vacations and wastefulness have not begun inciting pointed commentary yet.

Western habits will have to change and most likely they will slowly, but it will no longer be possible for India to point the finger at the west as the guilty party and continue growing at 9 percent annually, burning whatever it takes to get there. It won't be tenable even though India and China have every right to give their people all the refrigerators and cars they want. Not only because "we-are-all-in-it-together" and we all have a responsibility to saving Mother Earth but because the second UN report shows the suffering would be greater in poorer parts of the world, those least equipped to deal with it. Countries in the north, those further from the equator will be less affected and will in fact gain in the short term with better rainfall for their agriculture. Countries such as India will suffer more.

You could say nature is being unfair in granting reprieve and more time to those who already have more money, technology and even awareness among the general populace to deal with the problem they created. But this unfairness should create a political consensus among the developing countries and India-- growing fast but with vast problems of poverty, flooding, drinking water and deforestation-- to come up with a plan to demand clean technology at fair prices from those who have it.

http://www.outlookindia.com/full.asp?fodname=20070404&fname=seema&sid=1 ..........................................................................

The Brunei Times: Tropical losers, northern winners from warming? 

Alister Doyle- April 04, 2007

NORTHERN nations such as Russia or Canada may be celebrating better harvests and less icy winters in coming decades even as rising seas, also caused by global warming, are washing away Pacific island states.

A draft UN report to be issued in Brussels on Friday foresees unequal impacts from warming: tropical nations from Africa to the Pacific, mostly poor, are likely to bear the brunt but those nearer the poles, mostly rich, may briefly benefit.

However, Rajendra Pachauri, head of UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change of 2,500 experts which will release the report outlining regional impacts of warming, says most scenarios foresee an extended rise in temperatures this century, stoked by rising concentrations of greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels.

Pachauri declined to give details of the report but a draft seen by Reuters projects heatwaves, droughts and floods that could cause more hunger for millions of people, mainly in Asia and Africa, and water shortages for up to 3.2 billion.

It also says, however, that world farms could gain from up to a 3C rise in temperatures because of better crop growth at higher latitudes. And less cold towards the poles could also mean fewer deaths in winter, lower heating bills and more tourism aiding nations from Scandinavia to New Zealand.

Even so, many reject the idea of climate change winners.

"You can have positive effects in some sectors and very negative in others. It's impossible to say what the bottom line will be," says Norwegian Environment Minister Helen Bjoernoy.

And there are ethical issues too. "With a temperature rise of perhaps 2-3C you would see benefits for the whole temperate zone," says Richard Tol of the Economic and Social Research Institute in Dublin.

"But if you approach it from an ethical perspective that your emissions will affect people in Bangladesh then clearly you have to think again."

Among regional losers, the draft report says Himalayan glaciers could shrink on current trends to 100,000 sq km by 2030 from 500,000 sq km now. Glaciers regulate river levels and link to irrigation for hundreds of millions of people in Asia.

Low-lying small island states, such as Tuvalu in the Pacific or the Maldives in the Indian Ocean, fear they could disappear below the waves as seas rise. Millions of people from China to Florida live in low-lying coastal areas.

"Sea-level rise and increased sea temperature are projected to accelerate beach erosion, and cause degradation of natural coastal defences such as mangroves and coral reefs," the draft says of small island states.

A UN report in February said seas could gain by 18 to 59 cm by 2100. And the new draft says that many dry regions such as the Mediterranean basin, the Western US, southern Africa and northeastern Brazil "will suffer a decrease of water resources due to climate change".

Russian President Vladimir Putin once mused in 2002, before deciding to ratify the UN's Kyoto Protocol for fighting global warming, that warming might be good for his chilled nation.

"You often hear, either as a joke or seriously, that Russia is a northern country and it would not be scary for it to be two or three degrees warmer," Putin said. "Maybe it would be good and we could spend less on fur coats and other warm things."

But other experts say rising temperatures could thaw permafrost on which many roads and towns are built from northern Canada to Siberia and bring forest pests north.

"And in many regions farming cannot simply move north Russia and Canada simply lack suitable soils," Tol says.

Echoing Putin, a report last year by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern said there could be winners.

"In higher latitudes, such as Canada, Russia and Scandinavia, climate change could bring net benefits up to 2 or 3 Centigrade through higher agricultural yields, lower winter mortality, lower heating requirements, and a potential boost to tourism," it said.

"But these regions will also experience the most rapid rates of warming with serious consequences for biodiversity and local livelihoods." Reuters

http://www.bruneitimes.com.bn/details.php?shape_ID=25993 ……………………………………………………………….

Nine MSN: Climate change report is wrong: academic

April 05, 2007

The global scientific report blaming carbon emissions for climate change is based on misconceptions about the Earth's behaviour, says an Australian academic who believes global warming is not caused by mankind.

The respected Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report released earlier this year said it was very likely climate change was the result of greenhouse gases produced by human activity.

Emeritus Professor Lance Endersbee has accused the scientific leaders of trying to stifle debate over the causes of climate change.

Professor Endersbee, a former dean of engineering and pro-vice chancellor at Monash University, says it is highly probable that increased electromagnetic radiation of the sun is behind global warming.

"There are several disturbing aspects of the IPCC report which indicate that the conclusions are based on serious misconceptions about the behaviour of the Earth," Prof Endersbee said in the newsletter New Concepts in Global Tectonics.

"The report reflects little understanding of the dynamic relation between the Earth, the Sun and the Cosmos.

"In these circumstances it is incredible that some leaders of scientific societies and academies have tried to use their authority to demand acceptance of the IPCC report."

Prof Endersbee said air pollution should be dealt with on a regional level as a separate issue to global warming.

"It is ridiculous to assume that the health problems of smog in India and China have global causes, and can be solved by carbon trading in the City of London," he said.

Carbon dioxide was not a pollutant and there was no need for a risky emissions market as advocated by the IPCC, Prof Endersbee said.

"If it comes to be recognised that global warming has a natural cause, and the fears subside, the value of carbon credits will then drop to zero, and the market in carbon trading will collapse."

http://news.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=259695 ...............................................................................................................

Scoop: Insuring oceans against climate change

April 05, 2007

IUCN Marine Protected Area Summit in Washington, DC (10-12 April 2007) will come up with survival strategies for oceans and people in the face of climate change, overfishing and other threats to the marine environment

Gland, Switzerland and Washington, DC, 4 April 2007 (IUCN): Oceans minimize climate change impacts, but climate change also puts them at risk: oceans are the world’s largest carbon sink, absorbing around 50% of atmospheric CO2 every year. While this helps slow down the greenhouse effect, it creates considerable threat to marine and human life: oceans become more acid, which threatens marine species like coral reefs, a major source of income and protein for millions of people worldwide.

Only 1% of oceans are protected today – compared to over 12% of the land surface. Overfishing, pollution and uncontrolled coastal development increase the risk to marine life – with a major implication for climate change: continued discharges of carbon dioxide and poor management of marine areas may turn oceans from a carbon sink to a major carbon source, releasing vast stores of carbon into the atmosphere, thus exacerbating climate change.

The Marine Protected Area Summit, held from 10-12 April in Washington, D.C. by the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and its World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), will bring together leading marine experts from science, civil society and governments around the world to devise strategies how marine protected areas can help oceans survive in the face of climate change, overfishing and other threats to the marine environment.

The Summit will launch a “Global Marine Protected Area Challenge”, identifying priorities for action for the marine community and governments around the world. This document will call for increased marine science, more and better connected marine protected areas, improved fisheries management and climate change response measures in relation to marine reserves.

The Summit will also launch the “Wet List”, which will be a new annual report on the state of the art in marine conservation, drawing on the expertise of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas, the world’s largest network of protected area experts.

The Summit:

IUCN Marine Protected Area Summit, organized by the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and its World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0704/S00098.htm 
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Times of India: US blamed for climate change

April 05, 2007

NEW DELHI: It's no more just an issue for a party conversation or a doomsday oracle of the green brigade. Over 59% of Indians think that climate change is an issue of concern. More than two-thirds (68%) of the world is concerned about it with South Africans (82%) and Brazilians (87%) most anxious, says a survey conducted by   BBC World   .

Around 33% Indians see pollution as the main factor for climate change. These results were borne from a survey conducted by BBC World along with an international market research firm Synovate. In what will come as a shock to George Bush, 41% believe one country is responsible for climate change and almost all of them point to the United States. Two-thirds of all respondents blame the US before any other country for climate change. Almost four in five Americans, however, think that no one country is to blame.

Surprisingly, more than 40% Indians think that India is most responsible for climate change. This clearly shows that there is a deep-set misunderstanding in the public about the issue that the government and the developing country-based green lobbies have not been able to counter.

The survey showed that people were unclear about the consequences of climate change. One in seven who had an opinion on climate change did not know what the main danger would be, such as desertification, drought, flooding or hunger. Asians especially remain uninformed about the dangers of climate change. In India, 17% believe drought to be the main danger of climate change — above the global average of 5.7%. And, 7.3% Indians believe lack of clean water is a consequence of climate change.

But there is still a large sceptical base in the world. This might have to do with the propaganda of their respective governments. A quarter of Americans, ambushed as they are by their government's staunch stance against any talks on climate change control, either do not believe climate change is man-made or are unconcerned about it.

Also, typical of the common man's attempt to resolve the larger politically entrenched environmental issues by resorting to small and personal decisions, the survey shows that people tend to attack climate change through their consumption patterns.

More than half have bought green products and energy efficient devices, reduced packaging or saved power. Relatively few have done anything more proactive with only 5% joining a lobby group and 28% encouraging friends to be green. The survey was conducted over 21 countries in six continents by interviewing 14,220 respondents on seven parameters.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/US_blamed_for_climate_change/articleshow/1858631.cms 
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PIA: Agencies work on reducing climate change effects

April 05, 2007

Quezon City (5 April) -- Government offices tasked to monitor climate change are studying ways to minimize the effects of global warming.

“We are developing now an integrated action framework plan that covers the different aspects of climate change,” said Director Anthony Quano, Officer-In-Charge of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Environmental Management Bureau, “it has cross-cutting issues. It involves agriculture, energy, industry and in addition to that fishery and forestry.”

Global warming, Ouano said, is a complex problem that has a lot of things to consider. One example, Quano said, is flooded rice production that can cause strong global warming gas like methane—25 times stronger than carbon dioxide. “If you control your irrigation water properly, not flooded all the time, then you reduce methane gas emission and the same conserve water,” he said.

Ouano said adaptation measures, aimed at helping communities cope up with flooding and other forms of disaster, are now being evaluated.

Two months ago, Secretary Angelo Reyes reported that DENR has completed the geo hazard mapping of some 27 provinces including Samar and Bicol that are frequented by typhoons.

For its part, the National Disaster Coordination Council has encouraged their regional counterparts and local governments to regularly update their disaster preparedness plans.

Through an administrative order, President Arroyo created the Presidential Task Force on Climate Change (PTFCC), chaired by the DENR secretary, whose functions include assessing the impact of climate change in the Philippines, ensuring compliance to standard air emissions as well as fight deforestation and environmental degradations and integrate climate risk management in creating policies, programs and plans.

Quano also allayed fears about the reported one meter sea level rise, projected by some environmental groups, which will inundate a large portion of the country as a result of climate change.

“These are all calculations. The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is only talking about 0.3 meters at the end of the 21st century,” said Ouano, “as more information comes in, the projected rise is going down.” (PIA)

http://www.pia.gov.ph/?m=12&fi=p070405.htm&no=12 
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The Nation : Cold currents and plankton kill fish

El Nino blamed for damaging marine life amid fears of effect on tourism 

Fishermen and tourist operators have asked the government to tackle the problems of unusually cool Andaman Sea currents and a "red tide" of plankton.

Boonthin Changnam, a fisherman from Koh Lanta in Krabi, admitted he did not know what the government could do, since there was "no culprit" for the phenomenon that has caused massive fish losses over the past month.

Thorn Thamrongnawasawadi, a marine biologist, said the death of fish was caused by two factors - both consequences of the El Nino phenomenon. 

The first was the bloom of plankton caused by the sea's high surface temperatures. The second was that cold currents in the depths of the sea had driven deep ocean fish to swim up to the warmer water on the surface. Some fish had died from "shock" from the change of temperature, while others had died from plankton "poisoning".

Boonthin said his catch had dropped from 100 kilograms per week to about 40 to 50 kilograms. 

Meanwhile, Harin Lohprasongkij, secretary of Krabi Fishing Association, said commercial boats equipped with hi-tech fishing gear had actually caught more fish. "We are not happy catching more, since it is too many and we are afraid it will cause long-term negative impacts," he said.

According to Harin, since the phenomenon began a month ago, about 200,000 kilograms of mackerel were being caught daily by all commercial boats in the province. Normally, they caught less than 100,000 kilograms.

Vichai Rattamanee, chairman of Trang's Tourism Business Association, said yesterday that many tourists panicked when they saw dead fish floating. He was afraid that the phenomenon would damage tourism.

http://nationmultimedia.com/2007/04/05/national/national_30031139.php 
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Daily Times : Bangladesh urges S Asia to act against global warming

NEW DELHI: South Asian leaders must act immediately against the threat of rising sea levels and river salinity due to global warming, which endangers millions of poor people in the region, a top Bangladesh official said on Tuesday. 

“Bangladesh urges immediate collective action and stronger regional cooperation for the conservation and utilisation of our shared environment,” Fakhruddin Ahmed, chief adviser to the Bangladeshi government, said at a summit of South Asian leaders. 

Low-lying Bangladesh, with more than 140 million people, is one of the world’s most densely populated nations. It is also one of the most ill prepared to face global warming and very likely to be among the nations worst affected, experts say. 

Millions of people live along the largely flat delta bound by the Bay of Bengal to the south. As sea levels rise and storms increase in number and severity, vast areas of land could be swallowed by the sea. 

Rising sea levels due to global warming and an alarming intrusion of salinity into the region’s river channels were all impending threats that needed to be addressed, said Ahmed. “The lives and livelihood of our peoples are adversely affected because of these looming environmental crises,” he told delegates from eight nations at the opening of the 14th summit of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

A draft of a United Nations report due on Friday has warned that rising temperatures will result in a drop in crop yields and increase the risk of hunger in Asia. 

Global warming could melt most Himalayan glaciers by the 2030s, affecting hundreds of millions of people, it says, adding that between 120 and 1.2 billion people are likely to experience more water shortages by the 2020s. reuters

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C04%5C04%5Cstory_4-4-2007_pg7_20 
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General Environment News

La CEA évoque les entraves à l'élimination de la pauvreté en Afrique

Addis-Abeba, Ethiopie (PANA) - Le niveau élevé des inégalités est un enjeu majeur qui entrave les efforts de réduction de la pauvreté de nombreux pays africains, souligne un rapport publié mardi par la Commission économique des Nations unies pour l'Afrique (CEA). Cet enjeu se manifeste sous diverses formes, notamment par les inégalités en matière de revenus et les inégalités dans l'accès à l'éducation, à la santé ainsi qu'aux marchés des services et du travail. "Outre le fait qu'elle renforce les stratégies d'accélération de la croissance, l'instauration d'un développement doté d'une large assise doit être l'une des priorités des débats organisés sur la politique économique nationale", souligne la CEA dans son rapport économique 2006 sur l'Afrique. Notant que dans les pays africains les progrès réalisés dans la lutte visant à réduire le déséquilibre entre les genres demeurent insuffisants, la CEA relève que en ce qui concerne les droits fondamentaux les inégalités entre les genres restent un phénomène endémique qui sévit dans les domaines de l'accès aux ressources productives et aux opportunités économiques et l'absence de poids politique. Le rapport de la Commission constate aussi que la question des inégalités entre les genres ne peut plus faire uniquement l'objet de vœux pieux et qu'elle doit, au contraire, être un sujet majeur dans tout discours relatif à la politique de développement économique. Exhortant les décideurs africains à prêter attention aux inégalités entre les genres et à trouver les voies et moyens de les éliminer, le rapport estime que "l'une des principales raisons tient au fait que si les inégalités entre les genres sont essentiellement préjudiciables aux femmes, leur coût pour la société en général est très élevé".

South Africa: Court Threat to Cape's 2010 Stadium

Business Day (Johannesburg): Construction of the Green Point World Cup soccer stadium, which started only two weeks ago, is again under threat, this time from a high court action by an environmental group seeking urgently to halt construction of the R2, 85bn stadium. Papers filed in the Cape High Court yesterday cite seven respondents, including Western Cape MEC for environmental affairs, planning and economic development Tasneem Essop, the City of Cape Town, international soccer body Fifa and the local organising committee of Fifa headed by Danny Jordaan. Lawyers for the Cape Town Environmental Protection Association yesterday served papers on the various respondents who, in terms of the court process, have to make known their intention to oppose and file answering documents, which will then be considered by Cape Judge President John Hlophe to decide whether the application is urgent. This is expected to take about 10 days. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040139.html
South Africa: Move to Boost Environmental Goods And Services Sector

Business Day (Johannesburg): The trade and industry department is to draft a sector strategy programme to fast-track the development and growth of the environmental goods and services industry. The plan is in line with a global move to increase investment in environmentally sustainable programmes to mitigate the effects of climate change. It is also part of government policy to fast-track growth through a focus on sectors with high growth and job creation potential, and may see government inject capital in the form of investment incentives to build the industry. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040150.html
Uganda: SCOUL Sets Terms to Abandon Mabira

The Monitor (Kampala): The Sugar Corporation of Uganda Limited will consider dropping its bid for a chunk of Mabira Forest only if the alternative land on offer is fertile, within 20-30 kilometers of its factory and has no squatters. Speaking on Monday to officials from the National Association of Professional Environmentalists (Nape), Scoul Chief Executive S.C Khanna said the company would take up the two land offers- one by the Mengo establishment and the other by the Anglican Church in Mukono-only if such land met the company's expectations. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040240.html
Uganda: Mabira Cutting Starts

The Monitor (Kampala): PART of the 7,100 hectares of Mabira Forest lined up for conversion into a sugarcane plantation by Sugar Corporation of Uganda is already being felled for wood. The government through the National Forestry Authority (NFA) sold the 422 hectares of wood to Nile Ply in 2005, an official from Scoul disclosed yesterday.  Nile Ply is currently harvesting the wood. Speaking to environmentalists yesterday, Scoul's Regional Director Suresh Sharma said the 422 hectares are part of the 7100 hectares which they applied to take over once the government endorses the forest land giveaway. "We have applied to take over the area on which Nile Ply is harvesting the natural trees...," Mr Sharma, who is also in charge of African Operations, told members of the pressure group, "Save Mabira Crusade." He met the group at Scoul's head offices in Kampala yesterday. Mr Sharma, however, said their planned takeover won't harm the forest. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040939.html
Uganda: UK Firm to Plant Forest on 26,000 Hectares

New Vision (Kampala): UK-based New Forest Company is to plant a forest on over 26,000 hectares for timber, the company's manager, Cunningham Lee, has said. New Forest, which started activities in Uganda in August 2005, planted 1.2 million trees on 844 hectares in 2006 at Namasa Forest Reserve in Mubende under its programme, Sustainable Commercial Forests. "Our goal is to grow trees for timber to satisfy Uganda's market. The focus is on eucalyptus and pine trees plus the indigenous species like mahogany and musizi. In 2006, we planted 1.2 million trees. We shall add on 900 hectares of pine and 600 hectares of eucalyptus this year," Lee said after a field tour of the tree farms by the company's managing director, Julian Ozanne, and Mubende district officials. He said trees on the 26,000 hectares would be planted in nine years. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040184.html
Uganda: Environmentalists Soften Stance Towards Bujagali

New Vision (Kampala): Environmentalists have softened their hard-line stance towards the Bujagali power project, a situation that should smooth the approval from the lenders. The National Association of Professional Environmentalists (NAPE) had wanted construction of the Bujagali project delayed in favor of the Karuma hydro-power project due to various environmental concerns. However, with leading power consultants supporting Bujagali as the cheapest option and environmental and resettlement related issues being addressed, NAPE has backed down and pledged to work with the energy ministry. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040182.html
Uganda: Mukono Passes Environment By-Law

The Monitor (Kampala): Mukono district council has passed a by-law to punish residents who destroy the environment. The law was passed on Friday during a district council meeting presided over by Speaker James Kunobwa. Harriet Nankabirwa, the secretary for finance and planning, moved the motion which is intended to protect wetlands, forests, river banks, lake shores and ensure sustainable use of natural resources. Under the by-law, no person shall engage in sand mining, brick making, and charcoal burning without a permit from the district council. Industrial and school establishments will have to pay an environment restoration fee of between Shs100, 000 and Shs1 million per year. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704040244.html
7,2 millions USD de la BM pour l'assainissement de Monrovia

Monrovia, Liberia (PANA) - La Banque mondiale a approuvé un "projet d'urgence pour les infrastructures urbaines" de 7,2 millions de dollars destiné à rénover Monrovia en mettant en place un circuit d'évacuation des eaux usées et à améliorer d'autres infrastructures dans la capitale libérienne. Le projet a été officiellement lancé au cours du week-end par le vice-président libérien Joseph Boakai, qui a parlé de la nécessité de débarrasser Monrovia de ses énormes tas d'ordures. Une nouvelle aire de dépôt centrale pour la ville vient d'être inaugurée dans un marais de la banlieue de Sinkor de Monrovia. Le maire de la ville de Monrovia, Ophelia Hoff-Seytuma a déclaré que ce projet permettrait la réhabilitation des sites de décharge, du système d'assainissement de la ville construit dans les années 60 et le curetage des égouts du centre ville et de ses environs. Elle a déploré le fait que Monrovia était surpeuplé avec environ 1,5 million d'habitants devant utiliser un système sanitaire et d'autres installations construits pour 10.000 habitants, il y a des décennies. Il est estimé que chaque résident de Monrovia produit près de cinq livres d'ordures par jour, selon Mme le maire. Elle a indiqué que les marchés et les toilettes publiques seraient aussi réhabilités dans le cadre de la subvention de la Banque mondiale.
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 Bahrain

MENA-Japan strategy?  

By Dr Khalil Hassan, Bahrain's Ambassador to Japan

The world is threatened by overpopulation, depleted natural resources, rising Earth temperature, increasing atmospheric CO2 and melting polar ice. All these events are expected to result in serious natural disasters, which will cause extensive human loss and suffering, in addition to wasting trillions of dollars. Can we blend our social morality with our economic responsibility to save the Earth?

We live in the bloodiest century of human history. An eye for an eye is making the world blind as Mahatma Gandhi said. Wars are increasing human suffering and depleting Earth's resources. More than 1.2 billion people are living on less than one dollar a day. Millions of the world's population are starving or dying with hunger or enduring conflicts. Poverty is becoming an important cause of extremism and violence. Peace will help to eradicate poverty, enhance security, create investment opportunities and open new markets. 

By 2100, the population is projected to increase to 12bn and the world's crude oil and natural gas reserves is to be completely depleted. Consuming these natural resources is associated with serious global natural changes, which will cost millions of human lives and trillions of dollars in damage. These events were expected to be a 60 per cent possibility five years ago, but now they are 90pc definite sequences. 

Japan is ranked number one among the world's countries for efficient consumption of energy. It spends one unit of energy to produce one unit of GDP. The United States spends 2.9 units of energy for each unit of GDP. This reflects the energy consumption efficiency policy of Japan. Its 3Rs - reduce, re-use, and recycle - are important to sustain resources and reduce environmental pollution. 

More than 87pc of the world's energy depends on fossil generation. China's fossil generation increased to 95pc of its energy consumption. Japan and the Western countries are increasingly relying on renewable and nuclear energy. Norway generates more than 70pc of its energy from hydraulics. Sweden generates more than 60pc of its energy from hydraulics and nuclear energy. Iran's economy is starving for polluted energy, and is going to war with United States on the issue of nuclear energy. Is it time for Japan to work with the West in providing nuclear resources of energy? Does the world need a fuel nuclear energy bank run by a major nuclear power under the strict regulation and supervision of the United Nations? Do you think that might limit nuclear proliferation for nuclear energy needs? 

Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry reported that more than 90pc of Japan's fossil energy is imported from the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. World Energy Outlook reported that more than 45pc of natural gas reserves and 60pc of world crude oil reserves are in the MENA region. Can Japan work in partnership with MENA to sustain what's left of fossil energy resources? Can the world stop burning fossil fluid and utilise it for the manufacturing industry? Can Japan introduce and develop a renewable energy strategy with the MENA region?

It is time to discuss a 4R Energy Strategy between Japan and MENA. A strategy that will emphasise a Japan-MENA partnership in sustaining fossil energy reserves, introducing a reduce-reuse-recycle policy, dispersing renewable energy technology, and utilising nuclear power as a major resource for electricity generation. It might also include, establishment of a Japan-MENA 4R Energy Strategy Centre in Manama, Bahrain. Manama is a financial capital in the MENA region, with excellent infrastructure, beautiful nature, a colourful culture, old history, friendly people, nice food and outstanding resort hotels. A combined effort between this centre and Bahrain financial institutions can create many investment opportunities in 4R Energy Strategy for Japan and MENA countries. Bahrain can be the bridge between Japan and MENA. Can MENA and Japan start thinking seriously about the 4R Energy Strategy before fossil energy is depleted and climate change becomes uncontrollable? 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=176601&Sn=COMM&IssueID=30016
UAE

GCC Media Committee meets tomorrow to generate Environment awareness  

The General Secretariat of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) will organize the 4th meeting of the quartet media committee to generate environment awareness in the GCC states.

A number of topics will be discussed during the meeting among them are training courses for media men, university-level environment conferences and sessions for special education in this field.

The GCC is made up of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman.

http://www.spa.gov.sa/English/details.php?id=437595
Lebanon

'The Middle East is warming up' to nuclear energy

By Muneira Hoballah 

Special to The Daily Star

Thursday, April 05, 2007

Interview

BEIRUT: The Rainbow Warrior docked in Beirut on Wednesday for the Greenpeace flagship's second-to-last stop on a regional tour to promote a nuclear-free Middle East. The ship is used around the world to support various campaigns by Greenpeace, an international environmental organization founded in 1971.

The anti-nuclear campaign was launched in the United Arab Emirates on January 18, and is expected to wrap up in Turkey - the next stop after Lebanon - on April 16. 

The 16-member crew of the Rainbow Warrior has focused its campaign on Iran and Israel, where the environmental activists promoted a region free of any form of nuclear energy, civil or military. Egypt and Turkey were also main areas of interest.

The decision to focus the campaign on the Middle East, according to regional communications officer Omar al-Naim, was to due a newfound interest in nuclear technology in the region.

"It's funny," Naim told The Daily Star, "while the rest of the world seems to be weaning off its use, the Middle East is warming up" to nuclear energy.

He said that the current wave of regional interest in nuclear energy, stemmed over Itan's program. Despite reassurances from Tehran that its nuclear program is strictly for energy purposes, Naim warned that "plants are easily converted for military purposes." 

The Iranian government must have other intentions for its program, he argued, as there are much cheaper and more practical means by which to meet increasing energy demands.

"Not a single reactor is built without subsidies from governments. It is just not cost-effective. Companies don't bother with them. That has to be saying something," Naim said.

At its previous stop, Israel, the only country in the region believed to possess nuclear weapons, the crew of the Rainbow Warrior made the locations of Israel's nuclear facilities public. Israel is not a signatory of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and has never openly admitted to possessing nuclear weapons. Experts, however, estimate that it has at least 200 warheads.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb 
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Novelis Recycles 45 Percent of all Aluminum Cans Collected in North America  

Posted : Wed, 04 Apr 2007 13:06:00 GMT 

Author : Novelis Inc.  

CLEVELAND, April 4 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Novelis Inc. has once again demonstrated its recycling leadership in North America by recycling 24 billion used beverage cans (UBCs) in 2006. Annually, Novelis recycles about 45 percent of all UBCs collected in the United States and Canada through its recycling plants in Berea, Ky., Oswego, N.Y., and Greensboro, Ga. The Berea plant is the world's largest facility dedicated to UBC recycling.

Recycling aluminum provides valuable economic, environmental, and social benefits. Aluminum is infinitely recyclable, meaning that the cans recycled by Novelis are manufactured back into new can sheet in a closed-loop process than can be repeated forever. On a global scale, Novelis recycled a record 38 billion UBCs in 2006, which translates to more than 500,000 metric tons of aluminum.

"Aluminum recycling is the cornerstone of the Novelis commitment to sustainability," said Kevin Greenawalt, President of Novelis North America. "Local actions lead to global benefits. Each and every recycled can on a local level has global impact by saving energy, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and conserving the earth's natural resources."

Aluminum produced from recycled cans only uses about five percent of the energy required to produce the material from raw materials, so it produces 95 percent less emissions such as greenhouse gasses and conserves such natural resources as bauxite and water. Recycling just one aluminum can saves enough energy to power a television set for three hours.

"Novelis has a long track record of establishing and sponsoring UBC collection programs in the U.S. to increase recycling rates and build local awareness that it pays to recycle aluminum," explained Gary Wygant, Recycling Director. "Our multi-faceted approach is through a number of high-profile sponsorships such as "Cans for Cash - City Recycling Challenge" in partnership with the U.S. Conference of Mayors and Keep America Beautiful, Inc. We also sponsor the highly successful America Recycles Day every November 15, as well as the Aluminum Association's Cans for Habitat and Curbside Value Partnership programs."

As part of its continued commitment to sustainable practices, Novelis North America also participates in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) Climate Leaders Program. Climate Leaders is an industry-government partnership that works with companies to develop long-term greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. As a member of the U.S. Aluminum Association, Novelis supports the aluminum industry's leadership position in U.S. climate change policy for environmental sustainability.

Statements made in this news release which describe Novelis' intentions, expectations or predictions may be forward-looking statements within the meaning of securities laws. Examples of forward-looking statements in this news release include, among other things, Novelis' expectation to receive benefits from its aluminum recycling operations and procure similar amounts of used beverage cans in the future. Novelis cautions that, by their nature, forward-looking statements involve risk and uncertainty. We do not intend, and we disclaim any obligation, to update any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. Important risk factors which could impact the success of Novelis' recycling are included under the caption "Risk Factors" in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2006, as filed with the SEC, and are specifically incorporated by reference into this news release.

Novelis Inc.

________________________________________________________________________

IPS: NORTH AMERICA:Uphill Effort for Eco-Friendly Housing

Diego Cevallos*

Credit:Comisión Nacional de Vivienda de México 

MEXICO CITY, Apr 3 (IPS/IFEJ) - The buildings in which we live and work account for a large part of the climate changing gases that are of great concern to citizens and scientists alike. What we do in our homes and offices translates into polluting emissions, wastewater and garbage. 

In North America, 11 to 30 percent of greenhouse-effect gases, which lead to global warming, come from buildings, which use a large part of the available electricity, water and raw materials, including precious lumber -- often from illegally logged forests -- and plastic composites like polyvinyl chloride (PVC), which can be harmful to health. 

Just in the United States, producer of nearly one-third of greenhouse gases globally, buildings use around 65 percent of all electricity, 40 percent of raw materials and 12 percent of the water consumed nationwide. 

In Mexico, responsible for two percent of the world's greenhouse gases, buildings use 20 percent of the nation's electricity, 80 percent of which is generated by burning fossil fuels. 

The North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC), which partners Canada, Mexico and the United States, seeks to curb the sector's contributions to climate change, which most of the scientific community agree is caused by the accumulation in the Earth's atmosphere of gases that come mostly from the burning of carbon-based fuels. 

Experts from the three countries have been studying the matter since the beginning of the year and in September will issue a broad-ranging report that is to include recommendations for government action. 

The goal is to limit polluting construction practices and give a boost to sustainable building, which can be integrated better into the environment, consumes less electricity and, ideally, processes its own wastewater and garbage, as well as providing comfort and shelter to its inhabitants. 

But it is an uphill fight. "The development of 'green building' is new, and the governments have no core policy in this area," said David Morillón, an expert with the Autonomous National University of Mexico (UNAM) and who will be one of the authors of the CEC's report. 

Nevertheless, there are already some plans under way, and dozens of architects, engineers and researchers across North and South America who exchange information and expertise through virtual networks, and through regular seminars on "green building". 

In the past six years, Canada and the United States have developed new environmental standards for construction, private companies have set up certification systems for contractors who build sustainable buildings, and there is a "green" mortgage business emerging that takes environmental considerations into loan decisions. 

Even so, the percentage of eco-buildings in those countries is no more than 10 percent of the total. 

In Mexico, the government is sponsoring a sustainable construction plan for low-income residents. The initiative, managed by the private sector, is near completion on some 5,000 housing units, most of which are between 40 and 70 square metres. 

For a country where housing demand surpasses one million units a year -- although in the last six years only 500,000 have been built annually -- the project is just a tiny step. 

The eco-housing in Mexico aims especially to reduce consumption of electricity and water, but does not include solar energy or systems for treating wastewater, which would be ideal for this type of construction. 

"This is an experimental step" and is geared towards generating information and verifiable data so that it is the market "that finally imposes the need to head towards sustainable construction," said Evangelina Hirata, director of the government's housing development commission, CONAFOVI. 

But there is no promise that in six years Mexico will build all housing under sustainability standards, "which doesn't occur in any part of the world," she added. 

On Mar. 29 in Spain, the Technical Code for Building entered into force, requiring inclusion of renewable energy sources for supplying hot water and electricity in all buildings that begin construction or renovation as of that date. 

According to the new rules, there will be limits on energy consumption based on the building's characteristics, greater efficiency of heat and lighting systems will be promoted, and there will be a required percentage of clean energy sources: direct solar energy and solar panels. 

Meanwhile, in Mexico, the sustainability seed is just being planted. "I hope that within a year the Mexican financial system begins to offer green mortgages," after seeing that in the long term any sustainable construction will be cheaper and more beneficial for the user and the community, said Hirata. 

According to UNAM expert Morillón, building sustainable housing can cost three to 20 percent more than conventional housing. But he is confident that the market will see prices fall once it becomes more widespread. 

However, that could take years, and time is of the essence, he added. 

Conventional construction in Mexico lasts 30 to 40 years, but in 10 to 12 years, the country could run out of petroleum, meaning there would be little electricity available for those buildings. 

The clock is also ticking for the world's response to climate change. If fossil fuel consumption and environmental degradation continue at today's pace, by the end of the century the planet's average temperatures could increase 1.8 to 6.4 degrees Celsius and sea levels could rise 18 to 59 centimetres, according to the recently released Fourth Assessment Report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

(*This story is part of a series of features on sustainable development by IPS-Inter Press Service and IFEJ - International Federation of Environmental Journalists.) 
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INTERNATIONAL FORCE IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC POSSIBLE – UN HUMANITARIAN

CHIEF

A multi-dimensional international force could be deployed to the troubled northeast of the Central African Republic (CAR) without the approval of  neighbouring Chad, which is beset by its own civil strife, the United Nations’ top humanitarian official said today.

But John Holmes, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, told the

Security Council that some sort of international presence is also vital in eastern Chad, where hundreds of thousands of refugees from the CAR and Sudan’s war-torn Darfur region, as well as internally displaced persons (IDPs), are living.

The CAR has said it supports the arrival of an international force to try to stabilize its northeast, where almost 300,000 villagers have become displaced in the past year because of clashes between rebels and Government forces and the torching of numerous towns and villages by rebels.

Many Central Africans have been forced to live in the bush out of concerns for their safety if they stay in villages or camps. Mr. Holmes – who is also the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator – later told reporters that Chadian officials have said that while they are willing to have international gendarmes or police in the east of the country, they are not so enthusiastic about a foreign military presence. “The position of the UN, as you know, is that you can’t have one without the other – that military protection is needed,” Mr. Holmes said.

He added that there was widespread support within the Security Council for an international force to be deployed in eastern Chad and the CAR, and said he hoped that discussions between Council members and the Chadian Government on this issue advance quickly.

The Under-Secretary-General was briefing the Council today on his observations from his recent two-week trip to Sudan, Chad and the CAR, where three separate conflicts are threatening to spill into each other. “The humanitarian situation in all three countries is truly alarming,” Mr. Holmes said, adding that conditions were deteriorating despite the persistent efforts of UN humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Relief operations have become extremely fragile, especially in Darfur, because of increasing direct attacks on aid workers, mainly by rebels.

Mr. Holmes stressed to the Council that “in each country the fundamental and crying need is above all for political solutions brought about through dialogue and mediation.”

He said there was a clear regional aspect to the conflicts, especially in the spill over from the Darfur crisis to eastern Chad, where hundreds of thousands of Darfur refugees are living in camps. But “there is a clearly internal aspect to each conflict too, tempting though it is for the governments concerned to shift all the blame on to Darfur. In other words, there have to be national solutions in additional to the regional approach.”

The worsening situation across the entire north of the CAR has also alarmed the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which yesterday called for more than $5 million in urgent funds to prevent a “humanitarian disaster” from emerging.

Four out of every 10 Central African children are malnourished, the abuse of women and children is widespread, and the recruitment of child soldiers is also on the rise, UNICEF warned.In January the Fund launched an appeal for $12 million, but so far it has received just 22 per cent of that amount from donors.

* * *

BAN KI-MOON RECEIVES LEBANESE MEMO ON PLANNED TRIBUNAL FOR HARIRI KILLING

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has received a memorandum from 70 Lebanese parliamentarians asking him to act under the United Nations Charter and set up a special tribunal to try those alleged responsible for the 2005 assassination of the country’s former prime minister Rafik Hariri, a UN spokesperson confirmed today.

Mr. Ban is currently studying the memorandum, spokesperson Michele Montas told journalists, adding he remains concerned about Lebanon’s continuing political impasse, which has delayed a parliamentary vote on the tribunal proposal.

Ms. Montas said Mr. Ban hoped the relevant Lebanese institutions would take the necessary steps under the constitution to conclude the formal agreement to set up the tribunal, but also noted the difficulties described by the lawmakers in their memorandum.

Many Lebanese lawmakers have been calling for a session of the country’s Parliament to be convened so that they can vote on the proposal for a special tribunal. Although the Government has reached a deal with the UN on the tribunal’s form and structure, the Parliament needs to ratify the agreement for the tribunal to enter into force.

The planned tribunal will be of “an international character” to deal with the assassination of Mr. Hariri, who was killed along with 22 others in a massive car bombing in downtown Beirut in February 2005.

A senior UN official told journalists today at UN Headquarters in New York that it will be ultimately up to the tribunal to determine whether other political killings in Lebanon since October 2004 are connected to Mr. Hariri’s assassination and can therefore be dealt with by the tribunal.

Under the proposed statute, the tribunal’s chambers will consist of one international pre-trial judge; three judges to serve in the trial chamber (one Lebanese and two international); five judges to serve in the appeals chamber (two Lebanese and three international); and two alternate judges (one Lebanese and one international).

The judges of the trial chamber and those of the appeals chamber will then each elect a presiding judge to conduct the proceedings in their chamber, with the presiding judge of the appeals chamber serving as president of the tribunal.

The prosecutor, who will be independent of the Lebanese Government, will be appointed by the UN Secretary-General for a three-year term that can be renewed as the Secretary-General decides in consultation with the Government. He or she will have the power to question suspects, victims and witnesses, collect evidence and conduct on-site investigations, and should be assisted by Lebanese authorities where necessary.

The senior UN official stressed that many of these measures were introduced specifically to ensure that the tribunal is as independent and impartial as possible, and reflects the form and structure of other international tribunals, such as those covering the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Cambodia.

The special tribunal in Lebanon has the power to impose penalties leading up to and including life imprisonment for anyone found guilty of crimes committed.

In April 2004 the Security Council set up the International Independent Investigation Commission (IIIC) after an earlier UN mission found that

Lebanon’s own inquiry into the Hariri assassination was seriously flawed and that Syria was primarily responsible for the political tensions that preceded the attack. Its mandate runs out next year.

Serge Brammertz, the current head of the IIIC, told the Council last

September that evidence obtained so far suggests that a young, male suicide bomber, probably non-Lebanese, detonated up to 1,800 kilograms of explosives inside a van to assassinate Mr. Hariri.

* * *

DARFUR, CLIMATE CHANGE LEAD ISSUES FOR SECURITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION THIS

MONTH

The worsening violence and humanitarian situation in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region, and its implications for neighbouring countries, along with the global impact of climate change, are among the key issues that will dominate Security Council deliberations this month, its President for April said today.

“The priorities: Sudan clearly, and Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR)… There will be an open debate,” Emyr Jones Parry, the Ambassador of the United Kingdom, told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

“There are lots of priorities on Darfur… it’s not just Darfur: it’s what Darfur means for Sudan, what it means also as a contagion for Chad, for the Central African Republic,” he added, highlighting the need to pursue “three tracks” to try and resolve the crisis.

“To make sure that the humanitarian access is improved and sustained; that the political track involving [UN Special Envoy] Jan Eliasson and [African Union Special Envoy] Salim [Ahmed] Salim is catalysed, that we introduce a greater urgency into that… and on the question of security, we really need to deliver very soon some certainty as to what is to happen as the mandate of AMIS expires on the 30 June.” AMIS is the current AU peacekeeping mission in Sudan.

Mr. Jones Parry said “the basis for a Security Council discussion of those parts of climate change which are relevant to the work of the Security Council” will also be considered.

Turning to Kosovo, the Serbian province that has been run by the UN since 1999, he said he expects a Council mission to visit Belgrade and Pristina sometime this month, although the details had yet to be finalized. The 15-member body started discussing the future of the province yesterday following a UN envoy’s proposal for granting it independence in a phased process.

* * *

UN ANTI-NARCOTICS CHIEF HAILS SEIZURE OF $54 MILLION WORTH OF COCAINE IN

GUINEA-BISSAU

The head of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) today lauded the Guinea-Bissau police for their seizure of 635 kilograms of cocaine, worth an estimated $54 million, and urged the West African country’s Government to dispose of the drugs properly.

Despite the Judiciary Police’s success in retrieving the narcotics near the capital Bissau yesterday, traffickers escaped with the rest of the 2.5-ton load because the law enforcement in Guinea-Bissau did not have the capacity to give chase.

“I commend the Judiciary Police for their bravery and resourcefulness in making this important seizure,” said Antonio Maria Costa, UNODC’s Executive Director. “It is regrettable that the rest of the consignment was not intercepted but hardly surprising as the police are woefully ill-equipped and often do not even have enough gasoline to operate their vehicles.”

Given that drugs seized by police had “disappeared” in the past, Mr. Costa called on Guinea-Bissau’s authorities to ensure that the cocaine is properly and verifiably disposed.

He noted that there is evidence that Government authorities and members of the armed forces were involved in the illicit drug trade, with police officers who attempt to curb trafficking being threatened.

“This is one of the worst forms of corruption and it must be vigorously resisted,” Mr. Costa said. “All governments have a legal obligation to fight drug trafficking and take action against corruption on their territory.”

He called on the country’s international partners to aid the police force as it endeavours to combat narcotics trafficking and also to help provide the basic tools necessary to fight the drug trade – such as cars, fuel and efficient communications systems.

“If support is not forthcoming, I fear that honest police officers could become discouraged,” he said. “This country must not be allowed to become a narco-state.”

In another development, Mr. Costa said yesterday that despite the willingness of African nations to root out corruption, much more needed to be done to tackle the problem.

He pointed out to African ministers at the Johannesburg Global Forum on Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding Integrity that on average, the continent was performing better than others in signing on to the UN Convention against Corruption, with 29 out of the 53 African countries ratifying the agreement.

“But that means that 24 of you have not” signed on to the treaty, of which UNODC is the custodian, said Mr. Costa. “Adhering to the Convention is becoming a leading indicator of a Government’s willingness to address corruption seriously.”

The 1995 Convention is the first to legally bind countries to fight corruption, with tough measures on asset recovery and bank secrecy. To date, 140 countries have signed it while 91 have ratified it.

* * *

NEPALESE CHILDREN NEED MORE PROTECTION AFTER YEARS OF SUFFERING, SAY UN

OFFICIALS

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN’s human rights chief in Nepal today issued a joint appeal for the introduction of protective measures for the Himalayan country’s children, saying they suffered widespread violence, indoctrination, manipulation and abuse during the 11-year civil war that ended last year.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Representative Lena Sundh and Gillian Mellsop from UNICEF proposed that the electoral code of conduct being drawn up ahead of this year’s planned polls include specific child protection measures so that children are protected from violence and arrest.

In particular they urge that this code of conduct commit political parties and other political actors to keep schools free of political meetings or other activities and to “not ask, encourage or force children in schools to participate in any political gathering or demonstration.”

“Children might face further violence and manipulation, if necessary precautionary measures are not adopted… The Convention on the Rights of the

Child (CRC) which Nepal has signed… guarantees children a number of rights, including the right to express their views on any matter affecting them,” the joint statement said.

It also calls for laws and regulations banning the use of schools by all political actors; the use of children at schools in political activities; the enrolment/involvement of other children in such activities without their parents’ prior consent, and the use of school buses for transporting political activists.

In addition, the statement presents 10 specific action points, covering the Government’s responsibility to safeguard children from exploitation and a call for all political parties to prevent political manipulation, along with other recommendations.

The joint statement also highlighted that both the Nepalese Government and the Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (CPN-M) endorsed provisions in February committing them to “ensuring that children who are released from or have left armed forces or groups are not used for political purposes by any party, including for political propaganda.”

* * *

AT UN-BACKED MEETING, HIV EXPERTS SEEK WIDER CONDOM USE FOR SEX WORKERS

Experts meeting in Beijing today at a United Nations-backed regional workshop on stopping the spread of HIV called for the promotion of increased condom use between sex workers and their clients.

Unprotected sex is now the leading transmission route for HIV in China, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) said in a news release. Sex work, in a variety of settings, is widespread, and condom use is generally low.

The meeting offered an opportunity for participants to review successful local efforts to promote “100 per cent condom use” or “no condom, no sex” in relations between sex workers and clients. Approaches vary, but generally involve cooperation among health authorities, police, entertainment venue owners, and sex workers trained to be peer educators, the agency said.

“The only way HIV/AIDS can spread into a general epidemic is through sexual transmission,” Dr. Hank Bekedam of the UN World Health Organization (WHO) told the meeting. “Scaling up the 100 per cent Condom Use Programme is an urgent priority.”

“If you want your programmes to work, involve communities,” stressed Khartini Siamah, coordinator of the Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers. Health workers need training so they don’t stigmatize sex workers seeking services, she added. “What does empowerment mean when sex workers cannot exercise their rights?”

“Sex workers are among the most vulnerable population group in the AIDS epidemic,” Dr. Bekedam said. “Promoting the consistent use of condoms will empower them to protect themselves and help to reduce the spread of AIDS.”

The two-day workshop, co-hosted by UNFPA and WHO, brought together 120 participants from national, provincial and local health departments, academic institutions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and UN agencies.

* * *

CALLING UN’S INTERNAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ‘INEFFECTIVE,’ GENERAL ASSEMBLY

APPROVES OVERHAUL

The General Assembly today responded to what it termed the “slow, cumbersome, ineffective and lacking in professionalism” United Nations system of internal justice, with its “flawed” administrative review, by mandating the first overhaul since its creation six decades ago with a pledge to redress these problems.

“We have taken a significant step forward in improving the effectiveness and efficiency of this Organization by approving the first serious overhaul of the United Nations’ system of administration of justice in 60 years,” declared General Assembly President Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa.

She said the Assembly’s members asked for all elements of the new system to be fully functional by January 2009.

 The President said the UN should model the standards it advocates. “Around the world, the Organization promotes justice and equality and represents the rule of law to its members. The Organization therefore requires a system of justice which is independent, transparent, professional and adequately resourced.”

The existing system of internal justice, in place since the late 1940s, was designed for a different era when the Organization had only a few thousand staff in a handful of locations, she said. “Over time, the backlogs and delays have become significant and the independence and credibility of the system seriously compromised.”

“The existing system serves no-one well - not the staff, not the managers and ultimately, not the Organization or the Member States,” she said.

Describing the changes, she said they will include a stronger informal system aimed at resolving a large number of disputes between staff and managers before they go to “litigation,” a stronger capacity for providing legal assistance and guidance to staff, and a series of measures to improve the accountability of managers and correct faulty decisions.

“While understanding that today is only an initial step to this very important reform, it is indeed a crucial step,” she said.

The General Assembly’s resolution recognizes that “the current United Nations system of administration of justice is slow, cumbersome, ineffective and lacking in professionalism, and that the current system of administrative review is flawed.”

It notes that the “overwhelming majority of individuals serving in the system of administration of justice lack legal training or qualifications.”

The Assembly expresses its decision to establish “a new, independent, transparent, professionalized, adequately resourced and decentralized system of administration of justice consistent with the relevant rules of international law and the principles of the rule of law and due process to ensure respect for the rights and obligations of staff members and the accountability of managers and staff members alike.”

Among other measures, it formally establishes a Mediation Division within the Office of the United Nations Ombudsman to provide formal mediation services for the UN system, and an Office of the Administration of Justice, headed by a senior management-level official, which will have overall responsibility for the coordination of the United Nations system of administration of justice.

The Secretary-General is asked to ensure that the Joint Appeals Boards, the Joint Disciplinary Committees, the United Nations Administrative Tribunal and other bodies, as appropriate, continue to function until the new system is operational with a view to clearing all cases that are before them.

The resolution requires the Secretary-General to prepare a series of reports to move forward on the issue which should be presented to the Assembly during the main part of its upcoming session later this year, as well as a report on cost estimates.

The resolution draws on the recommendations of a group of experts called the “Redesign Panel” set up to examine the issue. In its July, 2006 report, the Panel concluded that the administration of justice in the UN “fails to meet many basic standards of due process established in international human rights instruments.”

This must be corrected, the experts argued, “to avoid the double standard – which generally recognized internationally and that the Organization pursues in its programmatic activities are not met within the Secretariat or the funds and programmes themselves.”

* * *

SOLOMON ISLANDS: UN AID WORKERS START RECOVERY EFFORTS AFTER TSUNAMI

United Nations emergency and relief workers have begun recovery efforts in the Solomon Islands, helping to set up and run temporary field hospitals to treat the victims of Monday’s undersea earthquake and subsequent tsunami that has killed at least 34 people and displaced more than 5,000 others.

Eight field hospitals will be established by the Solomon Islands to meet the medical needs of 10,000 people for the next three months, with the UN

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) supporting four and the World Health Organization

(WHO) and its non-governmental organization (NGO) partners backing the other four.

A temporary hospital has already been set up in Gizo, where the existing hospital has reportedly been damaged beyond use. Gizo Island is one of the worst-affected areas, and more than 1,500 residents are now living in makeshift settlements in the hills above the town. Three camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) have been set up in Western province as well.

UNICEF and WHO are sending extra emergency medical kits to the South Pacific nation, in addition to the supplies they have already pre-positioned in case of emergency. Food, water and sanitation, shelter, medical supplies and basic household goods have been identified as priorities in the recovery efforts.

UNICEF issued an urgent appeal today for $500,000 to help women and children in both the Solomon Islands and neighbouring Papua New Guinea, which was also affected by the disaster.

The Fund estimates that 30,000 children – half of whom are under the age of five – have been affected, and need help to survive and avoid hunger, disease and the effects of poor or overloaded sanitation facilities.

A particular concern is malaria, which is endemic to the area, and UNICEF is trying to ensure that displaced families have access to insecticide-treated nets and malaria prophylaxes. Water purification tablets, jerry cans, water tanks and hygiene materials such as soap and buckets are also needed.

At least 34 people have been killed and many more remain missing, according to Government figures, following Monday’s tsunami, which was caused by an earthquake measuring 8.1 on the Richter scale. The quake struck 345 kilometres northwest of Honiara, capital of the Solomon Islands. Since then, there have been almost 30 smaller aftershocks, although no further damage has been reported.

The tsunami indicates the need for a stronger emergency response in the world’s most vulnerable island nations, the head of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) said today.

“Despite a newly strengthened warning system in the Pacific, which issued bulletins within minutes of the earthquake occurring and updated at regular intervals, a tsunami has again claimed lives and wreaked havoc on coastal communities,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning System was created by the Intergovernmental

Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO in the 1960s, and on Monday helped to send early warnings across the region, allowing authorities in most areas to take preventive action. But the earthquake’s epicentre was only 43

kilometres from the coast of the Solomon Islands, which left little time for warnings to reach the residents of Gizo.

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT SAYS DELEGATION WILL VISIT KOSOVO THIS MONTH

The Security Council will this month send a delegation to Kosovo, the 15-member body’s President said today, as it considers a United Nations envoy’s proposal for granting independence in a phased process to the ethnic-Albanian majority Serbian province that has been run by the world body since Western forces drove out Yugoslav troops in 1999.

“I would expect that during the month of April there would be a Security Council mission to Belgrade and to Pristina,” Emyr Jones Parry, the Ambassador of the United Kingdom, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency this month, told a press briefing in New York.

He added that details would follow after meetings with other Council members to see “how they’d like to conduct that mission.”

Asked how the Council would advance the issue given the divergent views on how to proceed, including strong opposition to independence by the Russian Federation and Serbia, Mr. Jones Parry said yesterday’s discussion was informative because it demonstrated to the Council “how sensitive this issue is and how carefully [former Finnish] President [Martti] Ahtisaari [the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the future status process for Kosovo], had formulated his proposal.

“Within the Council there is a natural sense of: we want more information, we are worried about the dismemberment of a State. At the same time many in the Council acknowledge that we’ve gotten to the point where what President Ahtisaari is proposing is the logical, the necessary political step and that if this is done in a carefully managed way, we can end up with stability, rights and reconciliation all furthered between Kosovo and

Serbia.”

Regarding the next steps, he said it would be necessary to take decisions on the Council mission’s leadership and terms of reference. “What I do not expect is the early tabling of a resolution,” he said, pointing out that consultations will have to be held in key capitals first.

On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Ahtisaari briefed the Security Council in a private meeting, which was later followed by closed consultations.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Mr. Ahtisaari said this was the start of a process and that he was pleased by the discussions with the members of the Security Council. He said that the process, if not a marathon, was “at least a 10,000-metre run.”

He also stressed that the Council must recognize that the sooner a decision is made on Kosovo, the better.

Meanwhile, the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today condemned the recent attack on the Monastery of Decani in Kosovo and pledged the agency’s continued support to ensure the preservation of the edifice, which is considered an endangered cultural site.

“UNESCO and the whole international community recognized the universal value of this property when they inscribed it on the World Heritage List,” said Koïchiro Matsuura, referring to the fact that the Monastery is part of the ensemble of Medieval Monuments in Kosovo, inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2004, and put on the World Heritage in Danger List in

2006.

On 30 March, a grenade launcher was found on the hillside overlooking the monastery, and a rocket engine was discovered lodged in one of its outer walls, according to the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). This follows reports of two explosive noises heard by the monks on Friday.

“I condemn the attack on the Monastery of Decani,” Mr. Matsuura declared.

“We at UNESCO remain committed to pursue the work undertaken to ensure the preservation of cultural heritage in Kosovo and I urge the leaders of all of Kosovo's communities to exercise restraint for the sake of a heritage that is valuable to us all.”

The largest medieval church in South-Eastern Europe, the Decani Monastery has come under attack several times since the late 1990s. Initial reports indicate that the 14th century edifice sustained only light damage in last week’s attack, according to UNESCO, which said none of the monks living in the Monastery were injured.

Following the attack, the senior UN envoy to Kosovo, Joachim Rücker, voiced concern about the situation and called the monastery “a place of immense spiritual importance for the Kosovo Serb community and a treasure for the people of Kosovo and beyond.”

* * *

UN STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF MONDAY’S TIMOR-LESTE ELECTION FOR LONGER-TERM

STABILITY

Next week’s landmark presidential election in Timor-Leste, the first in the tiny nation since gaining independence from Indonesia in 2002, is important not only for peace in the country but also for longer-term stability, senior United Nations officials said today, highlighting the world body’s support for the countrywide polls.

The Security Council also expressed its full support for the 9 April poll, stressing in a press statement that the elections are a “significant milestone” in the democratic process in the country, while also calling on all sides to avoid violence and ensure the vote is free and fair.

“Monday’s election is the first step in the electoral process that will see a newly elected president and parliament in place by the second half of this year. This will signify the continuance of the democratic development of State institutions within this country and it is these institutions that will facilitate democratic consolidation,” the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Timor-Leste Atul Khare told reporters.

Mr. Khare, who heads the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT), said he was pleased about the absence of any serious incidents of violence or intimidation in the campaigning period so far, although expressed regret over several reported incidents. He said this shows the commitment of the Timorese to a peaceful democratic process.

UNMIT’s support for the polls includes a Candidate Resource Centre to support all eight presidential campaigns, which provides candidates with the use of computers and photocopy machines. In addition, all presidential candidates have received a $10,000 in-kind grant for the production of materials, such as flags, posters, banners and flyers.

“This election is an important step on the path to peace and stability in Timor Leste. The support provided for the electoral process through the Resource Centre reaffirms the commitment of the UN to ensuring the elections are run in a fair, credible and transparent manner,” said the UN’s Representative for Electoral Support, Finn Reske-Nielsen.

After the presidential polls, the Centre will become the Political Party Resource Centre based in the capital Dili, with three district branches established in Baucau, Maliana and Oecussi.

UNMIT is mandated through Security Council resolution 1704 to support all aspects of this year’s presidential and parliamentary electoral process, including providing technical and logistical support and electoral policy advice. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) is providing support and facilitation to both national and international observers to the polls, as well as other electoral assistance.

Speaking to reporters in New York, this month’s Security Council president welcomed the presence of the election observers, while also highlighting the need for continued international support for Timor-Leste.

“The members of the Security Council called upon all parties in Timor-Leste to adhere to the principles of non-violence and to democratic and legal processes to ensure that the upcoming presidential elections have a unifying impact and contribute to bringing the people of Timor-Leste together,” said Emyr Jones Parry, the Ambassador of the United Kingdom.

“They appealed to all Timorese parties to ensure that free, fair and peaceful elections take place and that the electoral Code of Conductdeveloped by the National Commission on Elections is respected.”

* * *

MORE THAN A MILLION LIVES THREATENED AS CYCLONES, HEAVY RAINS PUMMEL

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Southern African communities, local authorities and humanitarian partners are finding their resources stretched to the limit with the early arrival of the rainy season and relentless precipitation as well as an unprecedented series of cyclones and tropical storms, the United Nations

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Despite recent improvements in the capacities for disaster and emergency preparedness and response, areas of Angola, Madagascar, Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia are working to rebuild their homes and recover their livelihoods after months of heavy rains, OCHA said in a press release.

“It seems either we have too much or too little rain,” said Kelly David, who heads OCHA’s Southern African regional office, underscoring the region’s vulnerabilities to natural disasters and food insecurity.

“Building the capacity to respond quickly to rapid onset emergencies goes hand in hand humanitarian partners to improve the lives of millions.”

Madagascar, an island nation off the African coast, has been battered by six cyclones and tropical storms since last December, affecting almost half a million people. The cyclones left widespread flooding, displacement and crop damage in their wake. Most recently, Cyclone Jaya this month pounded the northeastern portion of the country with high winds, heavy rains and flooding.

Meanwhile, southern Madagascar which is more arid saw its own share of the problems caused by drought, food insecurity and malnutrition.

The combined effects of the natural disasters have exhausted the country’s resources, and less than half of a $9.6 million appeal issued in last month has been funded so far. OCHA anticipates that humanitarian needs will increase after the most recent cyclone, but without additional assistance, “the Malagasy people will continue to struggle to obtain shelter, food, potable water, and health care.”

Mozambique, on the eastern coast of the continent, has also endured damage inflicted by floods and cyclones this year. Health centres, schools and other facilities have been severely damaged while crops have been destroyed.

Almost 150,000 displaced people are still in accommodation centres, while another 55,500 more are being moved to resettlement sites.

Close to 300,000 people in Zambia have been directly affected by the excessive rainfall last December which caused widespread flooding, and they need assistance to rebuild. Only 5 per cent of the almost $9 million need has been donated to respond to short-term needs as well as reduce risks and vulnerability in the long run.

Meanwhile, heavy flooding in Angola and Namibia has displaced a combined total of 45,000 people. OCHA said that communities are also threatened by water contamination, increases in water-borne diseases and malaria. A cholera outbreak in Angola is also affecting thousands monthly.

* * *

UN PROJECT IN HAITI BOOSTS, DIVERSIFIES LOCAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,

OFFICIALS SAY

A United Nations-backed project is helping local communities in north-eastern Haiti to increase and diversify their agricultural production and reducing poverty in the process, officials involved in the initiative have said.

“This local governance experience showed that micro projects can have a real impact on the living conditions of vulnerable communities,” said Joël Boutroue, a UNDP official working in Haiti.

Jointly carried out by the UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the main goal of the scheme is to help some 200,000 Haitians as part of overall efforts to reach the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs), a set of anti-poverty targets established at a 2000 UN Summit.

The beneficiaries of the project include residents who now have access to essential basic services that they were long lacking, such as drinkable water, health-care centres, and a better flow of local commodities thanks to rehabilitated roads, according to a UNDP press release. Schools and agricultural facilities were also provided.

Commercial benefits included improved pineapple and sugar cane production as well as the introduction of new varieties of mangoes and citrus fruits, the agency said.

Mr. Boutroue said the $5.5 million project, which was launched in 2000 and will run through 2010, demonstrated the importance of involving local communities in identifying priority concerns. He called this “a clear indication of their capacity to take charge of themselves” in development activities.

Chantal Santelli of the Capital Development Fund said the main challenge is “to be able to mobilize the necessary resources to the set up of the systems of local infrastructures” while ensuring that scarce funds are optimized.

* * *

UN ENVOY CAUTIONS AGAINST FORCED DISARMAMENT BEFORE SOMALIA RECONCILIATION

CONGRESS

Welcoming plans to convene a national reconciliation congress for war-ravaged Somalia, the senior United Nations envoy to the country has cautioned against forced disarmament to facilitate holding the meeting in the capital, Mogadishu.

Addressing a meeting of the International Contact Group in Cairo, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, François Lonsény Fall, said recent fighting in Mogadishu “clearly brings in sharp focus the differences between the views of those who want to carry out forced disarmament to secure the capital and those who believe that genuine reconciliation must precede any form of disarmament.”

He noted plans to establish a National Governance and Reconciliation Committee consisting of six imminent Somali personalities and to convene a congress in Mogadishu in mid-May, but pointed out that the security of the venue remains an issue.

The Transitional Federal Government (TFG), backed by Ethiopian forces, dislodged the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) from Mogadishu and much of the rest of the country at the end of last year.

“From our contacts, it was clear that the TFG wants to secure the city by disarming the insurgent forces before the convening of the planned National Reconciliation Congress,” Mr. Fall said. “However, the UIC leaders doubt whether genuine reconciliation can be achieved through this Congress. They oppose any forcible disarmament in Mogadishu, and they have stressed the need to have an agreed venue and agenda, and a neutral mediating body for the dialogue.”

The UN welcomes the TFG’s initiative to convene the Congress, which should receive international support, he said. “However, we are concerned about the security of Mogadishu as venue. We believe that providing security through forcible disarmament may not be the best approach may undermine the efforts undertaken by the African Union (AU) to stabilize the country and subsequently affects efforts for a sustainable peace and reconciliation.”

Those who have influence with members of the former UIC should encourage them to “renounce violence and extremism and participate in the planned Congress, or otherwise open a dialogue with the TFG, without preconditions for the sake of national unity and reconciliation,” he said.

The International Contact Group on Somalia includes Italy, Kenya, Norway, Sweden, Tanzania, the United Kingdom and the United States, together with the AU, European Union, Intergovernmental Authority on Development, League of Arab States and the UN.

* * *

SUDAN: UN TO CONTRIBUTE ADDITIONAL SUPPORT TO AU TROOPS IN DARFUR

The United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) today told officials from the country’s Government and the African Union (AU) that the world body will be sending additional support for African troops in the war-torn Darfur region.

UNMIS made its announcement in Khartoum at the sixth meeting of the Tripartite Mechanism, which brings together the AU, UN and Sudanese Government, saying that 21 military staff officers and 10 civilian staff members have been recruited to be included in the Light Support Package staff to be deployed to assist peacekeepers who are part of the AU Mission in Sudan (AMIS).

The Light Support Package is the first phase of a three-stage approach aimed at ultimately deploying an almost 20,000-strong UN-AU hybrid peacekeeping force.

The Mechanism was created last year to oversee the provision of UN support to AMIS in Darfur, where at least 200,000 have been killed and 2 million others forced to flee their homes since rebel groups took up arms against Government forces and allied Janjaweed militias in 2003.

Last November, representatives from the three sides came to the agreement that the UN would offer AMIS extra support as part of a three-phase process which will ultimately lead to the creation of a hybrid UN-AU mission.

The next Tripartite Mechanism meeting is scheduled to be held at AMIS headquarters on 18 April.

Meanwhile in Darfur, UNMIS reported that over 1,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs), mostly women and children, arrived at Hamediya camp in West Darfur last week. These IDPs claimed to have fled violence at the hands of the Abala tribe, and said that many of their men were killed.

UNMIS also said that it had been informed by a village chief in Southern Sudan, close to the country’s border with the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Uganda, that his village had been attacked by armed men last week who looted food stocks and of 12 and 17.

* * *

BOSNIAN SERB WHO RAPED AND TORTURED MUSLIMS JAILED BY UN WAR CRIMES

TRIBUNAL

The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today sentenced a former Bosnian Serb soldier and de facto military policeman to 15 years in prison for raping and torturing Muslim women and girls in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina between July and October 1992.

Dragan Zelenovic, 46, pleaded guilty in January before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to seven counts of torture and rape as crimes against humanity for his role in a series of attacks on Bosnian Muslim women in the Foca municipality. Prosecutors withdrew seven other counts as part of a plea agreement.

Reading a summary of the judgment, Judge Alphons Orie of the ICTY said the three-judge panel found that “the scale of the crimes committed was large and that Mr. Zelenovic’s participation in the crimes was substantial.”

The victims were particularly vulnerable, Judge Orie said, noting they were unarmed, defenceless and detained under brutal conditions for long periods, living “in constant fear of repeated rapes and constant assaults.” One victim was 15 years old.

“The victims at the detention centres in Foca suffered the unspeakable pain, indignity and humiliation of being repeatedly violated, without knowing whether they would survive the ordeal. The scars left by the sexual assaults were deep and might never heal.”

On 3 July 1992, Mr. Zelenovic and other Bosnian Serb soldiers arrested at least 60 women, children and elderly men from the villages of Trošanj and Mješaji and took them to Buk Bijela, site of a temporary detention and interrogation facility. Once there, Mr. Zelenovic raped and tortured a 15-year-old girl and aided in the rape and torture of another victim.

Mr. Zelenovic participated later the same month in the gang-rape and torture of a number of women and girls being held at a high school in Foca. Anyone who resisted the sexual assaults there was beaten or threatened with death.

The 15-year-old girl from Buk Bijela was repeatedly raped again – including a gang-rape by Mr. Zelenovic and three other men – between mid-July and mid-August while being held with more than 70 other detainees at a sports hall in Foca in conditions marked by inhumane treatment, starvation, overcrowding and a lack of hygiene.

In a separate attack in October 1992, Mr. Zelenovic and two others raped four women being held in a house just outside Foca. Mr. Zelenovic was arrested by Russian authorities in August 2005 after leaving his home and fleeing to Russia under a false name to avoid detection and arrest. He was transferred to the ICTY last year.

* * *

ON INTERNATIONAL MINE ACTION DAY, BAN KI-MOON CALLS FOR ELIMINATION OF

LETHAL DEVICES

Hailing the positive steps made toward curbing landmines, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on Member States to continue efforts to eliminate the weapons and provide assistance to victims on the occasion of the International Day dedicated to combating the scourge.

The International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action “is a reminder that millions of people in nearly 80 countries still live in fear of landmines and explosive remnants of war,” Mr. Ban said.

But thanks to the work of Member States, the UN, non-Governmental organizations (NGOs) and countries affected by mines, “we have made real gains in our mine actions,” he said.

Mr. Ban urged States which have not yet done so to accede to treaties – the anti-personnel mine-ban treaty known as the Ottawa Convention, a Protocol to the Certain Conventional Weapons Convention and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – that promote the elimination of landmines, address the humanitarian hazards posed by explosive remnants of war and ensure the human rights of all persons, regardless of their disabilities.

He also called on the international community to act immediately to address the horrendous humanitarian effects of cluster bombs, which scatter hundreds of smaller bombs, intended to detonate on impact, but of which a significant portion do not.

“These indiscriminately kill and maim civilians, just as easily and frequently as landmines do,” Mr. Ban noted, lauding the drive by a group of countries to create an international agreement to ban these weapons.

Iraq has one of the greatest concentrations of landmines and other explosive remnants of war in the world, due to decades of war and conflict.

This poses a “huge threat to the daily lives of the people of Iraq as well as a major hindrance to the implementation of much needed humanitarian relief and development efforts,” said Jean-Marie Fakhouri, the Secretary-General's Deputy Special Representative for Iraq.

Nearly 1.9 million Iraqis are internally displaced, and the risk of injury due to these weapons is even higher now, he said.“We are particularly concerned about children, as well as farmers, desperate to make a living, using contaminated land,” he added.

The UN is supporting Iraq's national institutions, including the National Mine Authority Action Authority, to establish and implement a sustainable mine clearing programme.

The UN Mine Action team for Iraq – comprising the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS) – is active across the country in surveying contaminated areas, educating the population about mine risk, destroying stockpiles and aiding victims.

Currently, 14 UN agencies, programmes, departments and funds are active in mine action services – including finding and destroying landmines and explosive remnants of war; assisting victims; teaching people methods to remain safe in mine-affected areas; and destroying stockpiles; and encouraging universal participation in international agreements in dozens of countries.

Events will be held throughout the world to commemorate the International Day. Exhibitions will be held in places such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Eritrea and Switzerland, while a festival in which children will participate will be held in Chechnya.

At UN Headquarters, a special photo exhibition on the issue will be unveiled and a mock minefield will be installed to show how the de-mining process works. UNICEF will conduct mine-risk education workshops to the public.

* * *
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and the Spokesperson for the President of the General Assembly, Ashraf Kamal.

Briefing by the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.  We have a group of students from the College of Journalism at the University of Maryland attending the briefing today.  We would like to welcome them.

**Background Briefing
This afternoon at 3:45, there will be a background briefing in this room by a senior UN official on the tribunal of an international character for Lebanon.

** Lebanon
In response to questions, I will confirm that the Secretariat has received the memorandum addressed to the Secretary-General by 70 Lebanese parliamentarians and is studying it.  The Secretary-General continues to be concerned by the political impasse in Lebanon and hopes that the relevant Lebanese institutions will take the steps necessary under their Constitution to conclude the Agreement.

During his visit to Beirut, all of his interlocutors expressed to him their support for a process that would bring to justice those responsible for the attack that killed former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and others.  The Secretary-General remains convinced that the preferred path toward justice is through the fulfilment of the Lebanese constitutional process, but he notes the difficulties described by the parliamentarians relating to the convening of the Parliament to consider the matter.  

**Security Council
The Security Council today heard a briefing in an open meeting on the humanitarian situation in Africa from Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes, who has returned from his first mission to Sudan, Chad and the Central African Republic.

He said that there is a clear regional aspect to the conflicts in those countries, which drives the deep humanitarian problems there.  The spillover effect from Darfur is clear, not least in eastern Chad, he said.

Yet, Holmes added that there is a clearly internal aspect to each conflict too, and there have to be national solutions in addition to the regional approach.  The fundamental need, he said, is for political solutions brought about through dialogue and mediation. 

Holmes will speak to you at the stakeout after he finishes.  He’s presently speaking to the Council.

This afternoon, the Security Council intends to hold consultations on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, with a briefing by the head of the UN Mission, William Swing.

And the Council President, UK Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, will brief you in this room at 12:30 -– in a few minutes -- on the programme of work for the month of April.

**Security Council –- Kosovo
Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council heard a briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Future Status Process in Kosovo, Martti Ahtisaari, in a private meeting, which was followed by closed consultations.

Ahtisaari later spoke to reporters, telling them that this was the start of a process and that he was pleased by the discussions with the members of the Security Council.  He said that the process, if not a marathon, was “at least a 10,000-metre run”.  He said it is important that the Security Council should recognize that, the sooner a decision is made on Kosovo, the better.

** Somalia
On Somalia, yesterday in Cairo, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, François Lonseny Fall, took part in a meeting of the International Contact Group for Somalia, along with officials from the League of Arab States, Egypt and other key members of the international community.

In his remarks to the gathering, Fall said that the surge in violence in Somalia brings into sharp focus the differences between the proponents of forced disarmament to secure Mogadishu and those staking out the position that reconciliation must precede any disarmament.  He also noted the establishment last month of a national governance and reconciliation committee and the expected holding of a reconciliation congress now scheduled for mid-May. 

Citing the ongoing violence, Fall questioned the choice of Mogadishu as the venue for that congress.

On the peacekeeping front, he said that African Union member States should be encouraged to commit and deploy more troops.  Meanwhile, he noted, donors have pledged only $120 million out of the required $377 million for the AU force and he appealed for further financial support.

** Sudan
On Sudan, the tripartite mechanism, composed of representatives from the United Nations, the African Union and the Government of Sudan, which oversees the implementation of UN support to the African Union Mission in Sudan, met today in Khartoum. 

The United Nations informed the meeting that 21 additional military staff officers and 10 civilian staff members have been recruited as part of the light support package staff, to be deployed in support of the African Union Mission.  

We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Khartoum.

The UN Mission in Sudan also reports that more than 1,000 internally displaced persons arrived at the Hamadiya camp in West Darfur during the last week.  They are mainly women and children who claim that they are fleeing violence perpetrated by Abala tribesmen, and that many of their men were killed.

**Timor-Leste
Over in Timor-Leste, the United Nations continues efforts in giving support to candidates during the campaigning period of the 2007 presidential and parliamentary electoral process, including technical and logistical support, electoral policy advice and verification or other means.

The assistance of the United Nations Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) for the presidential election also includes a candidate resource centre to support all eight presidential campaigns.  The Centre, established in Dili on 28 February, provides candidates with the use of computer and office facilities.

Meanwhile, United Nations police responded to campaigning in Dili today by increasing its number of patrols.  One hundred patrols were conducted between approximately 6 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Under phase two of electoral security operations, UN and Timorese police are providing close protection to all candidates, as well as conducting risk assessments across the country’s 13 districts for political events.

**OCHA –- Solomon Islands
UN emergency responders are on the ground in the Solomon Islands, helping in the recovery from the recent earthquake and tsunami.  The death toll is currently at 34, with dozens still missing and more than 5,000 displaced, according to Government statistics.

A temporary hospital has been established in Gizo to replace one that is reportedly damaged beyond use.  Eight emergency field hospitals are also being set up.  UNICEF will support four of them, while the World Health Organization (WHO) and its partners will support the others.  Those agencies are also sending eight additional emergency medical kits.

Meanwhile, UNESCO is also offering support in tsunami recovery efforts.  The agency's director, Koichiro Matsuura, expressed sorrow over the loss of life and extensive damage.  

**UNICEF -– Central African Republic
UNICEF is calling for urgent action to tackle what it calls a “humanitarian disaster” in the Central African Republic.

UNICEF’s country representative, Mahimbo Mdoe, told journalists in Geneva today that escalating conflict between the Government and rebel groups has forced more than 200,000 people to flee their homes in recent years and left 40 per cent of children malnourished.

UNICEF launched an appeal for nearly $12 million in January but has received less than a quarter of that amount so far.

**OCHA –- Southern Africa
An unusually long and intense rainy season in southern Africa has once again highlighted the region’s vulnerability to natural disasters and food insecurity, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

An unprecedented series of cyclones and storms has stretched local authorities and humanitarian partners to the limit, threatening the lives of more than a million people.

A flash appeal for almost $9 million for Zambia remains less than five per cent funded, OCHA says, while a similar appeal for Madagascar has yet to receive half the funds sought.  Angola, Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia are also struggling to recover from the months of relentless rains.

We have more in a press release upstairs.

** Nepal
Representatives of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and UNICEF in Nepal jointly spoke out to prevent the use and abuse of children by political actors in that country.

Urging political leaders to protect children’s rights, UNICEF and OHCHR released a 10-point statement which guides the Nepalese Government in protecting their children from being used in political activities.

The statement is available upstairs.

This is all I have for you.  We’re going to have very short questions because Ashraf has to speak to you.  Then the President of the Council is coming.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any reaction to the release of the British soldiers by the Iranians?  And, will he now ask for the release of the Iranian diplomats reportedly held by Coalition forces in Iraq?

Spokesperson:  The Secretary-General welcomes the announcement that was made today and he reiterated his hope that the issue can be resolved as soon as possible.  We don’t have yet -– I cannot answer the second part of your question, because I don’t know whether the Secretary-General will intervene directly –- I don’t have that information.

Question:  On Monday, The New York Times carried a report that Senator McCain, who visited Baghdad recently, declared that Iraq is safe.  Now, in the Secretary-General’s perspective, because he was there recently… and the UN position that Iraq is still the most dangerous place.  What is the United Nations position?

Spokesperson:  Well, I don’t think he’s going to react to the statement made by Senator McCain.  I think what he has said is that the situation was dangerous.  There were security risks, but that he was willing and he wanted to be engaged.  He wanted the UN to study the ways in which the UN could be more engaged there.  So, he’s not saying that there are no security risks.  What he is saying is that he’s studying ways for the UN to become more involved.

Question:  Was the Secretary-General involved in any way in diplomacy that led to today’s announcement?

Spokesperson:  I will not comment on that.

Question:  Serbian Prime Minister Kostunica yesterday alleged that Kosovo’s independence was against the UN Charter.  Can you please clarify which Charter Kosovo’s independence is against?  And also today, US Special Envoy for Kosovo, Ambassador Frank Wisner, said that independence was the only way to go forward.  Can you comment on that?

Spokesperson:  No, I don’t have any specific comments on this.  The comments on Kosovo -– I gave them to you yesterday.  What you can do, you got a chance yesterday to speak to Mr. Ahtisaari.  And I think you can have a chance to discuss the legal issues with the senior UN official who will speak to you this afternoon.

Question:  I will continue on this issue.  Madame, the Security Council has been divided over the Kosovo issue.  Is the Secretary-General going to be more involved in this question?  And, do you foresee any difficulties on resolving the Kosovo issue?

Spokesperson:  Well, the Secretary-General has expressed his support for the report that Mr. Ahtisaari submitted to the Council, but he’s not going to get involved in Council matters.  It is up to the Council to discuss the issue, and the Secretary-General is not going to get involved at this time.

Question:  Follow-up to Benny’s question.  You said you’re not going to comment on whether Ban Ki-moon had any part in the release of the (inaudible) –- why is that?

Spokesperson:  Simply because I think we are not discussing it now.  The important thing is that they be released.

Question:  But do you foresee talking about this at some point?  Is it just that you’ve been told to keep quiet for the next couple of days?  

Spokesperson:  Well, we’re not talking about it now.

Question:  Alright.  And just to follow up on the UNDP issue with North Korea.  We asked, I think a couple of weeks ago, I don’t know if it was me or Benny, to get some feedback from the Board of Auditors on how the process is going along in the investigation in North Korea.  Have you heard back from them at all?

Spokesperson:  Yesterday I mentioned that the process –- they’ve finished the first part of the process, which is the study of the information available here.  And they are going to proceed shortly with the DPRK part of the investigation.

Question:  And with counterfeit money, because North Korea is not the only place where the UN operates, if, for instance, you are overseas, [and you] or any of your colleagues run into counterfeit money as part of the regular balance of payment, are you informed, do you have any regulations on how you should handle that money?

Spokesperson:  Well, no.  We don’t have a policy on counterfeit money, if that’s what your question is.  What I can say is that all the clarification on the specific situation concerning UNDP, you can get that information from UNDP.  And from what I gather, they have been willing to give you that information.

Question:  Right, but for instance, when we’re operating in the field or travelling even as citizens, if we encounter bad money we turn it into the authorities or go to the bank.  You’re saying that there’s no such regulation within the UN.

Spokesperson:  No, there’s no specific regulation on counterfeit money.  No.  There isn’t.

Question:  Excuse me, as currency, there’s an American law regarding American currency, which is, as far as I understand it, the property of the US Government, and according to that law, anyone who possesses counterfeit money is punishable by 15 years, or a fine, or both.  So does that include UN workers or are UN workers exempt from that?

Spokesperson:  I don’t think American law applies to a country other than this country.

Question:  But that means if I possess fake US currency within the UN…

Spokesperson:  If you’re referring to the question of the counterfeit money related to UNDP, I think first, they’ve been very open about giving you information on exactly how this happened.  And I think we should wait also for the audit to be finished.  Then you have everything, very clear explanations about what happened.

Question:  I think you confirmed yesterday also that you’re cooperating with another investigation, which I understand is an American federal investigation.  So that means that you are acceding that there is a need to cooperate with American authorities on that.

Spokesperson:  There is always a need to cooperate with local authorities on any issue.  Yes.  

Question:  Since you said yesterday, and I appreciated that, that the two-week preparation period is finished.  The ACABQ is drafting it.  How does this relate to the 90-day time period?  Because some people said that’s going to run out April 19th.

Spokesperson:  Well it depends how much time the ACABQ takes.

Question:  Right, but the 90 days is not set –- I remember you said the clock is ticking.

Spokesperson:  Yes, I cannot answer for the ACABQ.

Question:  Right, but do we know when…

Spokesperson:  I cannot answer that question.

Question:  Yesterday or this morning, Nancy Pelosi of the US House of Representatives said that she was carrying a message from Prime Minister Olmert to the Syrian President and that Olmert is ready to open dialogue and peace with the Syrian authorities.  And after seeing President Assad, she said that the Syrian President is ready to open a dialogue with Israel.  Will the Secretary-General seize this opportunity and in concrete fashion achieve this dialogue?

Spokesperson:  Well, as you know, the Secretary-General met with Mr. Assad when he was in Saudi Arabia, at the summit.  And they discussed several issues.  The Secretary-General has always said that regional actors in the region should be consulted.

Question:  Negotiations have been going on over 15 years on the Kosovo issue, and the UN came up with a report.  And now, everybody is saying that they will go on with more negotiations, especially when Russia is coming out against the plan.  Is the UN going to be part of the negotiations or not?

Spokesperson:  Well, Mr. Ahtisaari is the Special Envoy.  He’s the one who…

Question:  (Inaudible) the report or not?

Spokesperson:  Well, I cannot say at this point.  It’s a hypothetical question, and I think we will proceed first after the Security Council has come to some form of an understanding on the issue.  

Question:  Mr. Ban plans to go to Damascus himself?

Spokesperson:  Yes, he does.

Question:  Can you say when?

Spokesperson:  No, I cannot say when, but I can confirm that he does.

Briefing by the Spokesperson for the President of the General Assembly
**Administration of Justice
Good afternoon.  Moving on to less contentious issues.  The General Assembly will meet in plenary this afternoon to take action on several draft resolutions recommended by the Fifth Committee on Friday, among which is one that would effect an overhaul of the system of administration of justice within the UN system.  This is the first time in 60 years that this is happening.

Placing great emphasis on informal resolution of disputes before they escalate to unnecessary litigation, the draft resolution envisions strengthening of the Ombudsman’s Office through the establishment of a Mediation Division at Headquarters and identification of possible new posts for the Ombudsman’s Office in Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi.

The text also outlines a fundamentally different two-tier formal system of justice, consisting of first-instance and appellate tribunals, rendering binding decisions and ordering appropriate remedies.  The Joint Appeals Boards and the Joint Disciplinary Committees would be replaced with a new, decentralized first-instance Dispute Tribunal.  The second tier of justice would be represented by a United Nations Appeals Tribunal.  The system would be coordinated by a newly established Office of the Administration of Justice.

The draft resolution requests the Secretary-General to report on a series of issues regarding the establishment of the new system, including in-depth analysis regarding the scope of the persons that might be covered by the new system, proposals on the nomination and selection process for the Ombudsmen and the judges, and revised terms of reference for the Ombudsmen.

The Assembly would decide to continue consideration of the item during its sixty-second session as a matter of priority and with the objective of implementing the new system of administration of justice no later than January 2009.

Assembly President Sheikha Haya Al Khalifa is expected to state at the adoption of the resolution that the Assembly’s approval of the first serious overhaul of the United Nations system of administration of justice in 60 years is a significant step forward in improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the Organization.

“Around the world, the Organization promotes justice and equality, and represents the rule of law to its members.  The Organization, therefore, requires a system of justice that is independent, transparent, professional and adequately resourced.”

Embargoed copies of her statement are available upstairs.

Sheikha Haya made the reform of the justice system one of her highest priorities since she was elected.  She met with Secretariat officials and representatives of the staff many times and remained engaged in the negotiations, even while she was away on her last trip.  She was even ready to extend the Fifth Committee’s session until the resolution had been adopted.  Luckily, Member States were able to come to an agreement.  As a lawyer, this is a matter that is very close to her heart and, finally, we now have the basis for a fairer, more transparent and more effective justice system for the UN. 

**Questions and Answers
Question:  About the administration of justice, people have noticed that the resolution changed from January 2008 to January 2009 and it doesn’t have any dollar figures in it.  If the system is broken, how can it be that it…?

Spokesperson:  The resolution requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on the resources required for its implementation.

Question:  Do you know with the urgent audit of North Korea, now apparently the ball is in the ACABQ -– it’s up to them -– when will they…?

Spokesperson:  I don’t know the exact day but I can find out for you.

Question:  It was reported that when she (inaudible) attended this Arab League conference in Riyadh, she was not accorded the treatment that the President of the United Nations General Assembly should be given.  She was seated way in the back.  She is, in fact, at the level of head of Government and she was way in back and not given any notice.  Do you have any comment?

Spokesperson:  It’s absolutely not true.  

Question:  (Inaudible)

Spokesperson:  She was treated with complete deference.

Question:  This is an old subject.  Several journalists have been asking for months if the President of the Security Council could come and give a press briefing.  Can you give a final answer?

Spokesperson:  The Security Council?

Correspondent:  I meant the General Assembly.  I beg your pardon.  The President of the General Assembly.

Spokesperson:  Press conference, I mean, just a press conference in general or any specific subject?

Correspondent:  General.

Spokesperson:  I’ll ask her.

Correspondent:  We have been asking for months literally.

Spokesperson:  Actually, not for months.  You asked me while she was away on her last trip, and I said that I would check with her when she comes back.  So I will claim the guilt for that.  I will check with her.

Question:  On this new proposed system of justice, you mentioned that it’s supposed to be independent.  And I’m wondering at the point at which a person, let’s say who’s caught up in the system with some sort of grievance -- is there any option for that person if they go through the justice system and decide that they need to pursue their case further pressing for immunity of an individual to be lifted or some recourse instead of running into a catch-22 situation in which, because immunity of the UN itself -– the whole UN itself is immune to prosecution or any sort of lawsuit and individuals at all -– what recourse does an individual caught within that catch-22 have with this new justice system?

Spokesperson:  OK.  If your question is, “Does the new system open the UN up to being sued?” the answer is, “absolutely not”, because Member States would never allow that to happen.  If your question is, would anybody need recourse after the second instance?  No, that’s the final -– the appellate court.  And this is exactly what mirrors most legal systems in the world.  What we tried to fix was a system that was not working at all, because, basically, the Joint Appeals Board would make a recommendation, which the Secretary-General could take or reject.  And, in this case, the staff member would only have one recourse, which is to go to the Administrative Tribunal.  And the Administrative Tribunal would say yes, you are right or no, you are wrong, and that’s where it ends.

Now, it’s not going to be a recommendation.  It’s not going to be the Joint Appeals Board that just makes a recommendation to the Secretary-General to accept or reject; it would be rendering a binding decision.  And it’s up to the Administration or the person concerned to go to the second appellate court.

Question:  So it’s all within the UN system.  Then there is really no true independence.

Spokesperson:  It’s going to be very independent.  But, again, you see the problem is, if you want it to be outside the ambit of the UN, then the UN itself would be subject to being sued.  And that cannot happen.

Correspondent:  Well, you can say that, but a person who has a particular grievance, you know…

Spokesperson:  I’m discussing this, not from an ideological or an idealistic point of view; I’m discussing this from a very practical point of view.  The system that you have and how to fix it within the limits of what, again, Member States would find acceptable.

Question:  Have you heard from the Staff Union on this?

Spokesperson:  The Staff Union actually thanked the President earlier today, this morning.

Question:  Could you just make sure that you confirm with the President of the GA about this incident that I’m talking about.  Could you talk to her?

Spokesperson:  Is that a particular incident or are you talking about a reported…?

Correspondent:  (inaudible) not given the treatment that she was due.

Spokesperson:  I actually watched the opening session and I saw exactly where she was seated.  She took the floor right after the Secretary-General according to protocol and etiquette rules.  And she was provided with two chauffeurs, just in case Benny wanted to ask a question.

Question:  Russia said the US violated its host country responsibilities by blocking the Foreign Minister of Abkhazia from coming to the UN.  Here’s the question.  Since it’s a GA committee -- the Host Country Committee -- does the US have to allow in people to come and testify or participate in an Arria style hearing.  Because the US says that they don’t, and that’s why they didn’t let them in.  Since we had one yesterday, I’m wondering, maybe you know this or maybe you can find out.

Spokesperson:  I don’t think that’s a question that I would ask.  I think Legal Affairs would tell you if the US has jurisdiction over this.  I remember years ago, the General Assembly moved from here to Geneva when it thought that one action by the host country was not very appropriate.  So they moved the General Assembly to Geneva to listen to a leader who was not given a visa. 

Question:  Is the President of the General Assembly involved in the current search for peace in the Middle East?

Spokesperson:  She was, that’s what she was doing in Riyadh.

Question:  Concretely?

Spokesperson:  There was nothing concrete.  She had several meetings with several leaders and she discussed quite a number of things with them.  But, again, I will pick a page out of Michele’s book -– I like that page –- the best quiet diplomacy is to just leave the details until later.
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