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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday 30 April 2007  
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News

· Solar loans light up rural India (BBC)

· Experts meet on U.N. report but time running out (Reuters)

· UN claims solar success (News Australia)
· How to save the planet? More nuclear power and GM crops, say climate experts (Scottsman UK)

· UN praises Indian solar project (Brisbane Times Australia)

· Latest UN climate report focuses on solutions (Marlborough Express, New Zealand)
· Climate change: UN panel has solutions for the willing (Financial Express)

· Solar power comes to poorest India (Otawwa Cittizen)

· UN solar system project helps light 100,000 rural Indians' lives (Malaysia Sun)

· Top scientists eye master plan on climate change (France 24)
· Depletion of Ozone layer (Daily News Monitor Bangladesh)

· Troisième réunion du GIEC sur le réchauffement climatique (Reuters fr)

· Réunion du Giec sur le réchauffement climatique (LEXPRESS)

· Les experts du GIEC se penchent sur les moyens de juguler les changements climatiques (LEMONDE.FR)

· Sénégal: Lutte contre les polluants organiques persistants, Dakar se penche sur un sujet majeur de la vie (Sud Quotidien)

· Convention de Stockholm sur les Polluants Organiques Persistants : Les experts de la planète se concertent à Dakar (Le Soleil Dakar)



Other Environment News
· Main Conclusions of UN Climate Panel's Third Report (Reuters)
· Gore Visits UN, Offers Help on Global Warming (Reuters)
· Cyclones Killed 150 in Madagascar - UN (Reuters)

· Bangkok hosts key climate summit (BBC)

· Protect God's creation: Vatican issues new green message for world's Catholics (The Guardian)

· On the Road, Hope for a Zero-Pollution Car (New York Times)

· Double Hulled Tankers for Heavy Oil Now Law in Europe (Enviroment News Service)

· EU Emissions to Rise, Despite Claims (Inter Press Service)
· Coremap focuses on local people empowerment to protect coral reefs (Antara News)

· Scientists: Prehistoric volcanoes (CNN)

· Factories, Farms Polluting Lake Victoria (The Monitor Uganda)

· L'Italie menacée de catastrophe écologique par sa gestion des déchets (LE MONDE)

· L'épandange de fer dans l'océan ne favoriserait pas l'absorption de CO2 par le plankton ( LE MONDE)

· US recognizes warming threat but drags feet on remedies (AFP)
· Top global scientists gather on climate change (AFP)
· UN: we have the money and know-how to stop global warming (The Guardian)
· Finding the money in going green (The Hindu)

· Croatia ratifies Kyoto Protocol (Associated Press)

· Warming to the challenge of climate change (Chicago Tribune)
· UN facing a backlash on emissions action plan (The Observer UK)

· Climate change talks grow in importance (The Associated Press)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
· ROAP
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  27 Friday 2007 
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  27 Friday 2007 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Solar loans light up rural India 

{Story also featured on New Scientist and Australian IT}

More than 100,000 people in rural India have benefited from an innovative loan scheme that helps families buy home solar power systems, the UN has said. 

The $1.5m project, led by the UN Environment Programme (Unep), supports Indian bankers who offer finance to people who want to purchase a unit. 

The sunlight-powered systems are used to light homes and shops instead of expensive and polluting kerosene lamps. 

Officials hope to expand the scheme to Tunisia, China, Ghana and Indonesia. 

Since the project began in 2003, there has been a 13-fold increase in the number of the solar power units being financed within the scheme's pilot area in southern India. 

A system capable of powering two to four small appliances, or lights, costs about $300-$500. 

Before the UN project was set up, purchases were predominately cash only - making the devices too expensive for most people. 

The Indian Loan Programme helps its bank partners offer lower interest rates, longer payback periods and smaller deposits. 

"This project removes one of the main barriers to the shift to solar power - lack of financing," said Jyoti Painuly, a UN senior energy planner. 

"Asking customers... to pay cash for solar systems meant asking them to pay upfront an amount equal to 20 years of electricity bills." 

Leading light 

Project workers have credited solar powered lighting with helping schoolchildren achieve higher grades, and better productivity for cottage industries. 

There are also health benefits associated with making the switch. The majority of homes in rural India are poorly ventilated, leaving the occupants exposed to harmful particles emitted by the lamps. 

In terms of greenhouse gas emissions, the UN says a single wick lamp each year burns about 80 litres of kerosene, which produces more than 250kg of carbon dioxide. An estimated 100 million families in India use kerosene lamps. 

"The project underlines the multiple benefits accruing from providing clean and renewable energy in developing countries," said Unep Executive Director Achim Steiner. 

"These range from reducing the emissions that are causing climate change to overcoming poverty and the terrible health toll taken by dirty fuels." 

The scheme has led to a similar projects being set up in Tunisia, which is financing loans to buy solar water heaters. 

Similar UN-led "cash to credit" programmes are in the pipeline for China, Indonesia, Egypt, Mexico, Ghana, Morocco and Algeria. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: Experts meet on U.N. report but time running out

Mon 30 Apr 2007, 

{Story also featured on Scottsman UK, Swiss Info Switzerland, Zee News India and Khaleed Times}

BANGKOK (Reuters) - After two gloomy U.N. reports on global warming, scientists and governments on Monday begin looking at how to fight climate change, with green groups saying the world has the means to cut emissions at little cost.

As experts meet in Bangkok to review the latest U.N. report, a draft of solutions to be issued on Friday after review by more than 100 nations warns that time for inexpensive fixes is running out because of a surge in greenhouse gas emissions.

The survey is the third this year by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

The U.N. climate panel issued its first report in February saying it was at least 90 percent certain that mankind was to blame for warming. The second report on April 6 warned of more hunger, droughts, heatwaves and rising seas.

Green groups say the time for bickering by governments is over.

"It is crystal clear that we can cut emissions to well below today's levels by shifting from carbon-heavy fuels like coal to clean and efficient energy," said Hans Verolme, director of the WWF's Global Climate Change Programme.

"But if governments fail to act, people will experience the damage, and that goes beyond sterile economic figures," he added in a statement on Monday.

The report estimates that stabilising greenhouse gas emissions will cost between 0.2 percent and 3.0 percent of world gross domestic product by 2030, depending on the stiffness of curbs on rising emissions of greenhouse gases.

Under some scenarios, GDP growth might even get a tiny net spur from less pollution and health damage from burning fossil fuels, blamed as the main cause of warming.

The draft says: "There is a significant economic potential for the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors over the coming decades, sufficient to offset growth of global emissions or to reduce emissions below current levels."

SOBERING REPORTS

The conclusions broadly back those by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern, who estimated last year that costs of acting now to slow warming were about one percent of global output -- 5 to 20 percent if the world delayed action.

"We're moving from two very sobering reports to what we can do about climate change. And we can do it," Achim Steiner, the head of the U.N. Environment Programme, told Reuters last week.

"Having shown us the path towards greater and greater problems the IPCC raises our horizons to where the solutions lie and shows that they are within our grasp," he told Reuters.

More than 1,000 amendments have been proposed to the draft 24-page summary for policymakers. Some countries complain that is hard to understand and too laden with scientific jargon.

The report lays out solutions such as capturing and burying emissions from coal-fired power plants, a shift to renewable energies such as solar and wind power, more use of nuclear power, more efficient lighting and insulation of buildings.

But it says that temperatures will rise by at least 2 to 2.4 Celsius (3.6 - 4.2F) above pre-industrial levels even under the most stringent curbs. The European Union says a 2 C rise is a threshold for "dangerous" changes to the climate system.

The big question is whether governments will act.

"I'm optimistic but I don't think it will be straightforward," Steiner said. "There are still many who don't understand the complexity of the issue and hoping that it will somehow go away."

A vice-chair of the IPCC said last week that it might take more disasters such as Hurricane Katrina that battered New Orleans in 2005 to spur politicians to do more.

"The push for greater mitigation will come through catastrophes and other extreme events," Mohan Munasinghe told Reuters in an interview in Colombo on Friday.

(Additional reporting by Alister Doyle in Oslo and John Ruwitch in Colombo)

________________________________________________________________________

News Australia: UN claims solar success

Correspondents in Oslo


APRIL 30, 2007 

A SOLAR power project in India supplying electricity to 100,000 people will be widened to other developing nations after showing that clean energy can be cheaper than fossil fuels, a UN report says.

The $US1.5 million ($1.82 million) UN-backed project would be extended to China, Indonesia, Mexico and Algeria and several other nations to help people in rural areas break dependence on kerosene lamps or unreliable grid-supplied electricity. 

"We are addressing the notion that renewable energy is irrelevant to poor countries and the poorer communities," head of the UN Environment Program Achim Steiner said. 

Renewable energy sources such as water, wind or solar power avoid the health damage from fumes released by kerosene lamps widely used in developing nations and emit none of the greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels that are widely blamed for global warming. 

Under the project, the number of Solar Home Systems financed in the pilot area of Karnataka state, southern India, has risen to 18,000 - providing power for an estimated 100,000 people - from 1400 in four years. The systems provide a few hours of daily power for light bulbs in homes or shops or to run a radio, a fan or a television. Electric light lets people read more easily than by a dim kerosene lamp. 

The lighting "has been credited with better grades for schoolchildren, better productivity for cottage-based industries such as needlework artisans, and even better sales at fruit stands, where produce is no longer spoiled by fumes from kerosene lamps", a UN statement said. 

The project may also help to lift rural families from poverty, a goal for 2015 set by world governments in 2000. 

Energy use is surging in developing nations, which are burning ever more fossil fuels in tandem with rising economic growth. 

The UN wants to widen the UN's Kyoto Protocol, which binds 35 rich nations to cut emissions of greenhouse gases until 2012, to more countries. It wants developing nations such as India to apply the brakes on their soaring emissions. 

Indian banks have also helped families to fund purchases of the solar systems, costing $US300 to $US500 in a region where annual family incomes are just $US1200. ($USA1,450). 

"It does sound a lot but the irony is that people are paying more for the kerosene, and that's why the banks are taking it up," Mr Steiner said. 

Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank were initial backers and the Bank of Maharashtra and Sewa Bank joined the scheme in 2007. The UN subsidy, phased out over time, helped cut initial interest rate payments. 

"The India program's success has already inspired a sister effort in Tunisia," a UN statement said. "Similar programs are upcoming for China, Indonesia, Egypt, Mexico, Ghana, Morocco and Algeria."

Reuters 

________________________________________________________________________

Scottsman UK: How to save the planet? More nuclear power and GM crops, say climate experts

MICHAEL HOWIE 

THE world's leading climate-change experts will this week put themselves on a collision course with environmentalists by proposing a series of controversial measures to tackle global warming.

More than 2,000 scientists will put forward a global warming action-plan to save the world from overheating, including a major expansion of nuclear power, using GM crops to boost biofuels and burying carbons underground.

Advert for The Scotsman Digital Archive

The proposals are outlined in a draft version of the report Mitigation of Climate Change by the United Nations-created Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

The survey, the final draft of which will be released on Friday following a week-long meeting in Bangkok, is the third this year by the UN climate panel. An IPCC report in February said it was at least 90 per cent certain that mankind was to blame for global warming and on 6 April it warned of more hunger, droughts and rising seas.

Achim Steiner, the head of the UN Environment Programme, said: "We're moving from two very sobering reports to what we can do about climate change. And we can do it.

"Having shown us the path towards greater and greater problems, the IPCC raises our horizons to where the solutions lie and shows that they are within our grasp."

The report estimates that stabilising greenhouse-gas emissions will cost between 0.2 per cent and 3 per cent of world gross domestic product by 2030, depending on the severity of curbs on rising emissions.

Under some scenarios, GDP growth might even get a small net spur from less pollution and less health damage from burning fossil fuels, blamed as the main cause of global warming.

The draft report says: "There is a significant economic potential for the mitigation of greenhouse-gas emissions from all sectors over the coming decades, sufficient to offset growth of global emissions or to reduce emissions below current levels."

The conclusions broadly back those by Nicholas Stern, a former chief economist at the World Bank, who estimated last year that the costs of acting now to slow warming were about 1 per cent of global output - but 5 per cent to 20 per cent if the world delayed action.

But delegates yesterday voiced fears that some countries, including China and the US, will say the costs of action are greater than the report suggests and that the proposed measures are unrealistic. Michel Petit, a member of the French delegation, said: "Some countries may challenge these figures."

The report also sets out solutions, such as capturing and burying emissions from coal-fired power plants; a shift to renewable energies such as solar and wind power; more use of nuclear power and biofuels and more efficient lighting and insulation of buildings.

But it says that temperatures will rise by at least 2C to 2.4C above pre-industrial levels even under the most stringent curbs. The European Union says a 2C rise is a threshold for "dangerous" changes to the climate.

Duncan McLaren, chief executive of Friends of the Earth Scotland, attacked some of the proposed solutions. "Nuclear power is nothing other than a white elephant. Scotland and other nations can meet their targets for tackling climate change while maintaining fuel security by using clean, safe alternatives that are already available," he said.

Better public transport and a reduction in road and air travel were more important than more biofuels, a "gung-ho" attitude to which, he warned, could make the problem worse.

"In Indonesia, forested peat bogs are being cleared to establish palm-oil plantations, releasing much more of the carbon stored in the peat and the trees than the oil produced will save. At the same time, this forest clearance is threatening the survival of rare species such as orang-utans," he said.

And Tony Juniper, executive director of Friends of the Earth, said far more fundamental lifestyle changes were needed than had been considered by the UN group.

"Simply replacing one set of technologies with another set of technologies won't work, especially when there are such big downsides with some of them," he said.

News of the IPCC's report came as the Met Office released figures at the weekend which showed this month will be the warmest April in the UK for more than 140 years. The average for the past month of 11.1C (51.9F) beats the previous record of 10.6C (51F) in 1865.

• THIS week's IPCC report is the third issued by the UN group this year on climate change.

The first said that it was "very likely" or at least 90 per cent certain that humanity was to blame for most of the warming in the last half-century.

It predicted that temperatures would rise by 1.8 to 4.0C this century.

The second report detailed the likely impacts of climate change around the globe, such as on health, farming and water availability. Critics described it as "apocalyptic".

_______________________________________________________________________

Brisbane Times Australia:UN praises Indian solar project

{Story also featured in Courier Mail, West Australia, Age Australia and Sidney Morning}

April 30, 2007 - 5:43AM

A solar power project in India supplying electricity to 100,000 people will be widened to other developing nations after showing that clean energy can be cheaper than fossil fuels, a UN report says.

The $US1.5-million ($A1.82 million) UN-backed project would be extended to China, Indonesia, Mexico and Algeria and several other nations to help people in rural areas break dependence on kerosene lamps or unreliable grid-supplied electricity.

"We are addressing the notion that renewable energy is irrelevant to poor countries and the poorer communities," Achim Steiner, head of the UN Environment Program, told Reuters.

Renewable energies such as water, wind or solar power avoid health damage from fumes released by kerosene lamps widely used in developing nations and emit none of the greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels that are widely blamed for global warming.

Under the project, the number of Solar Home Systems financed in the pilot area of Karnataka state, southern India, has risen to 18,000 - providing power for an estimated 100,000 people - from 1,400 in four years.

The systems provide a few hours of daily power for light bulbs in homes or shops or to run a radio, a fan or a television. Electric light lets people read more easily than by a dim kerosene lamp.

The lighting "has been credited with better grades for schoolchildren, better productivity for cottage-based industries such as needlework artisans, and even better sales at fruit stands, where produce is no longer spoiled by fumes from kerosene lamps", a UN statement said.

The project may also help to lift rural families from poverty, a goal for 2015 set by world governments in 2000.

Energy use is surging in developing nations, which are burning ever more fossil fuels in tandem with rising economic growth.

The UN wants to widen the UN's Kyoto Protocol, which binds 35 rich nations to cut emissions of greenhouse gases until 2012, to more countries. It wants developing nations such as India to apply the brakes on their soaring emissions.

Indian banks have also helped families to fund purchases of the solar systems, costing $US300 to $US500 ($A360 to $A610) in a region where annual family incomes are just $US1,200 ($A1,450).

"It does sound a lot but the irony is that people are paying more for the kerosene, and that's why the banks are taking it up," Steiner said.

Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank were initial backers and the Bank of Maharashtra and Sewa Bank joined the scheme in 2007. The UN subsidy, phased out over time, helped cut initial interest rate payments.

"The India program's success has already inspired a sister effort in Tunisia," a UN statement said.

"Similar programs are upcoming for China, Indonesia, Egypt, Mexico, Ghana, Morocco and Algeria."

________________________________________________________________________

Marlborough Express, New Zealand: Latest UN climate report focuses on solutions 

{Story also featured in Nelson Mail New Zealand}

Reuters Monday, 30 April 2007

BANGKOK: After two gloomy United Nations reports on global warming, scientists and governments will today begin looking at how to fight climate change with green groups saying the time for bickering is over. 
As experts meet in Bangkok to review the latest UN report, a draft of solutions to be issued on Friday after review by more than 100 nations warns that time for inexpensive fixes is running out because of a surge in greenhouse gas emissions. 

The survey is the third this year by the UN climate panel after one in February saying it was at least 90 per cent certain that mankind was to blame for warming and another on April 6 warning of more hunger, droughts, heatwaves and rising seas. 

"We're moving from two very sobering reports to what we can do about climate change. And we can do it," Achim Steiner, the head of the UN Environment Programme, told Reuters of the report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

"Having shown us the path towards greater and greater problems the IPCC raises our horizons to where the solutions lie and shows that they are within our grasp," he told Reuters. 

The report estimates that stabilising greenhouse gas emissions will cost between 0.2 per cent and 3.0 per cent of world gross domestic product by 2030, depending on the stiffness of curbs on rising emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Under some scenarios, GDP growth might even get a tiny net spur from less pollution and health damage from burning fossil fuels, blamed as the main cause of warming. 

The draft says: "There is a significant economic potential for the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors over the coming decades, sufficient to offset growth of global emissions or to reduce emissions below current levels." 

The conclusions broadly back those by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern, who estimated last year that costs of acting now to slow warming were about one per cent of global output, 5 to 20 per cent if the world delayed action. 

More than 1,000 amendments have been proposed to the draft 24-page summary for policymakers. Some countries complain that is hard to understand and too laden with scientific jargon. 

SOLUTIONS 

The report lays out solutions such as capturing and burying emissions from coal-fired power plants, a shift to renewable energies such as solar and wind power, more use of nuclear power, more efficient lighting and insulation of buildings. 

But it says that temperatures will rise by at least 2 to 2.4 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels even under the most stringent curbs. The European Union says a 2 degree C rise is a threshold for "dangerous" changes to the climate system. 

And the big question is whether governments will act. 

"I'm optimistic but I don't think it will be straightforward," Steiner said. "There are still many who don't understand the complexity of the issue and hoping that it will somehow go away." 

"The technologies and measures necessary to combat climate change exist already – all we need is the courage and vision of the political decision-makers," said Stephan Singer of the WWF conservation group. 

A vice-chair of the IPCC said last week that it might take more disasters such as Hurricane Katrina that battered New Orleans in 2005 to spur politicians to do more. 

"The push for greater mitigation will come through catastrophes and other extreme events," Mohan Munasinghe told Reuters in an interview in Colombo. 

A senior delegate to the talks said he expected all countries to be difficult during the week-long discussions. 

"The IPCC cannot be policy prescriptive so there are no policy statements in the documents and governments go through and try to make sure there aren't any," said the delegate who did not want to be identified. 

This inevitably meant the word-by-word approval process of the final text always created controversy. 

Friends of the Earth hoped the report would spur governments into action. "We have no time to lose, and no excuses for further inaction," said spokeswoman Catherine Pearce. 

________________________________________________________________________

South Africa Info,SA to boost marine protection 
Bongani Mlangeni 

30 April 2007 

The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism has outlined a National Programme of Action for the country, which aims to protect the marine environment from land-based activities. 

"The development of national plans to protect marine environments is crucial as about 80% of all marine pollution and degradation originate from land-based sources," said the department in a statement issued last week. 

According to the department a recent review indicated major environmental concerns in Southern Africa, which include untreated sewage, coastal mining, inappropriate agricultural practices, industrial wastewater discharges and contaminated storm water. 

In South Africa specifically, the department said, there has been a significant increase in sewage discharges to sensitive estuaries and near shore coastal waters. 

The South African programme is intended to link and integrate already existing strategies, arrangements and activities within difference sectors, into a coherent framework that would stimulate cooperation. 

"The programme document will identify priority issues for intervention and promote the establishment of partnerships," the department said. 

At its inaugural meeting, an advisory group agreed to a series of consultative meetings between the government, the private sector and civil society bodies within the country's four coastal provinces. 

"The main objectives of these meetings would be to identify specific land-based activities impacting on the marine environment at a local and provincial level and to gather input on potential solutions," said the department. 

The group has until February 2008 to finalise South Africa's programme for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities. 

Global Programme of Action
The National Programme of Action forms part of the Global Programme of Action (GPA) launched in 1995 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The programme recommends that countries develop national plans to address coastal and marine degradation from key land-based activities. 

South Africa is one of 108 countries that adopted the GPA and in 2006 adopted the Beijing Declaration on furthering implementation of the GPA, at the conclusion of the GPA's Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting. 

Furthermore, South Africa, Angola and Nambia signed an interim agreement in 2006 to formally establish the Benguela Current Commission, allowing for their joint management of the current's marine resources. 

The Benguela current extends from east of Port Elizabeth and north to Angola's Cabinda province. 

The Benguela Currrent Commission is the culmination of over 10 years of shared efforts by scientists from Angola, Namibia and South Africa who began to share knowledge and understanding of this rich stretch of ocean in 1995. 

The three countries will collectively manage trans-boundary environmental issues such as shared fish stocks and will work together to mitigate the impacts of marine mining and oil and gas production on the marine environment. 

The Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem has already allocated more than US$10-million in support of 75 scientific and economic research projects in the region. 

One of the concrete results of the scientific collaboration is the implementation of early warning systems to monitor the effects of climate change on the region's ecosystem, which are seen in increased storm activity and the gradual migration of fish stocks. 

________________________________________________________________________

Financial Express: Climate change: UN panel has solutions for the willing 
Marwaan Macan-Markar from Bangkok 4/29/2007   

 Solutions to stop global warming outlined in a new United Nations-backed report may ignite heated debates, if not actually compel governments to make choices that would impact their respective economies. 
The report, 'Mitigation of Climate Change', is the third in a series launched this year by the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The first two -- scientific bodies of work that presented a bleak forecast -- were 'Physical Science Basis', released in February, and 'Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability', released in early April. 
Some 2,000 top scientists, environmentalists and government officials from over 180 countries are expected to gather in Bangkok for a week-long meeting to debate the new report before its release on May 4. The panel is seeking ways to limit or prevent greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and enhance ''activities that remove them from the atmosphere,'' states a background note released by the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP). 
But a Thai academic and member of his country's team reviewing the report says this third volume will generate a '' hot, fiery debate''. Anond Snidvong, an environment expert at Bangkok's Chulalongkorn University, told IPS that ''because the solutions are directly related to present and future economic development of countries,'' they would matter more to governments. 
The success of the report will be gauged by how willing governments are to embrace the new alternative energy technologies to ''reduce GHGs in each economic sector of their respective countries,'' he added. ''There is a need for immediate and quick action.'' 
Environmental activists heading for the Bangkok meeting say that governments from across the economic spectrum cannot afford to stall further the introduction of new technologies to combat carbon emission from fossil fuels, like oil, coal and gas. ''This report is very much about technology options that work to reduce carbon emissions based on evidence,'' says Catherine Pearce, climate campaigner for Friends of the Earth International, a global network of grassroots environmental organisations. ''It is the first step to give governments credible solutions.'' 
The political commitment of countries will be tested in ''how strongly governments will want to invest and where money will be directed to encourage these technologies,'' she told IPS by phone from London. 
''The governments have no reason for delay anymore.'' 
In fact the global environmental lobby Greenpeace is hoping that the report will challenge governments from the developed and developing world to ''revolutionise the energy sector.'' 
For the developing world it would mean investing in alternative technologies that help economic development without reducing energy requirements. 
Currently, renewable energy accounts for only 13 percent of the world's primary energy demands, of which biomass, used for heating, is the largest alternative energy source, states Greenpeace in a recent study. ''About 80 percent of primary energy supply still comes from fossil fuels.'' 
Oil provides 36 percent of the world's fuel needs, while coal supplies 25 percent of the world's energy, it adds. ''The share of renewable energy in electricity generation is 18 percent.'' 
''There is a need to phase in energy efficiency and a need for a massive uptake of renewable energy sources,'' Shailendra Yashwant, climate and energy team manager for the South-east Asia office of Greenpeace, told IPS. ''The change is necessary for the good of the developing world and the worlds poorest people.'' 
The dire scenario that the poorest will be the worst affected by the drastic changes in the climate was captured in the 1,400-page second report, 'Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability', released in Brussels early April. In sub-Saharan Africa, for instance, 250 million people could face water shortages by 2020, it warned. 
The first report in February, 'Physical Science Basis,' had scientists raising the alarm about the planet being condemned to even hotter months, warmer winters, a rise in sea levels, storms and hurricanes, droughts and thawing glaciers if the prevailing pace of carbon emissions continued. 
These reports warned that the planet's temperature could increase up to six degrees Celsius by the end of the century. 
The impact of such an eventuality was conveyed by the IPCC panel in another assessment - up to a third of animal and plant species could be threatened with extinction if global temperatures rose by two degrees Celsius. 
The expected blueprint for change in the energy sector targets countries in the developing and developed world. 
Both have major polluters, ranging from developed nations like the U.S. and Australia to developing countries such as China and India. The U.S and China top the lists as the world leading producers of GHGs due to high dependency on fossil fuels. 
''Failure to change our energy sources will not only affect future generations, but the impact will be felt with present ones also,'' says Yashwant. ''This is the hour of solutions.'' 
IPS 

________________________________________________________________________

Otawwa Cittizen:Solar power comes to poorest India

UN funding plan aims to replace kerosene

Mike Blanchfield, the Ottawa Citizen

Published: Monday, April 30, 2007

Cheap, energy-efficient lightbulbs are brightening the lives of 100,000 rural poor in India in a United Nations project touted as an affordable energy solution for the under-developed world.

In a report released yesterday, the UN Energy Program (UNEP) outlined the four-year, $1.5-million Cdn project in which small solar panels were made available to villagers in some of the poorest parts of India, weaning people off their dependency on potentially dangerous, inefficient and environmentally unfriendly kerosene lamps.

The project not only borrowed from last year's Nobel Peace Prize laureate, but had something in common with Canada's own environmental efforts of this past week: it relied exclusively on fluorescent lights, not the incandescent bulbs that will eventually be banned in Canada.

UNEP helped underwrite loans with Indian banks and persuaded them to free up capital for loans so poor people could buy the 40-by-80-centimetre solar panels, which can be used to power two to four small lightbulbs as well as small radios or televisions.

The panels cost $500 U.S. each, but UNEP subsidies brought interest rates down and increased the repayment term. By bringing tens of thousands of customers to the banks, the program created competition among other banks that now find themselves competing for the business of the rural poor, said Eric Usher, an Ottawa native who heads UNEP's renewable energy and finance unit.

UNEP targeted India's rural regional banks, known as Grameens.

Last year, Bangladesh's Muhammad Yunis and his Grameen Bank won the Nobel Peace Prize for their social development efforts in mircocredit -- small-scale loans to the world's poor to help them break out of poverty.

"For us, the most important thing is: Are the banks continuing to lend after our support ends, and are other banks getting involved?" Mr. Usher says. "What we do is soften up the cost of the financing of the interest rate a little bit. Over time we pull that out. ... We don't want to create a subsidy culture."

Jyoti Painuly, a senior UNEP energy planner, said kerosene lamps are toxic to those who use them in poorly ventilated dwellings, are a fire hazard, and provide very poor light.

The solar panels power a handful of compact fluorescent lamps that provide five times the light of the traditional incandescent version.

The result is a better quality of life for a poor family, whether it is more lighting in the evening so children can study or enabling a fruit stand to stay open longer for more potential sales, Mr. Painuly said.

And each kerosene lamp that it replaces reduces greenhouse gas emissions to the tune of 250 kilograms of carbon dioxide per year, Mr. Painuly said.

________________________________________________________________________

Malaysia Sun :UN solar system project helps light 100,000 rural Indians' lives 
{Story also featured in Zee News}

Monday 30th April, 2007  
(ANI)

Washington, Apr 30 : The UN has claimed to have improved the life of over 100,000 people in rural India through its 1.5 million dollar pilot project that facilitates household financing for solar home systems. 

UN has said the project, managed by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), has improved so many lives in India that sister programmes to boost energy access are being initiated in other developing countries.

Even a few hours of 20 to 40-watt solar-powered lighting in homes and small shops nightly has been credited with better grades for schoolchildren, better productivity for cottage-based industries such as needlework artisans, and even better sales at fruit stands, where produce is no longer spoiled by fumes from kerosene lamps, the UN has said in a report.

"Kerosene used by the poor for lighting is often unaffordable, unavailable, unsafe and unhealthy while the electricity power grid is unreliable. 

To provide even this little degree of electricity reliability and independence is to empower the poor in ways that can profoundly alter lives for the better," said Timothy E. Wirth, President of the UN Foundation, which, with the Shell Foundation, provided the project's core funding.

The UN-led project also aims to persuade banks in India to finance small loans for solar systems - typically 300 to 500 dollars for a system to power two to four small lights or appliances. 

Wirth said several international studies have established strong, direct links between electricity use and financial success and well-being.

Initially Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank were initiated into the scheme. Later this year, two more banks, Bank of Maharashtra and Sewa Bank, were added as partners to the project.

Jyoti Painuly, Senior Energy Planner at the UNEP Risoe Centre on Energy, Climate and Sustainable Development, said as about 45 percent of people in India were dependent on a "power grid that suffered chronic, daily electricity outages", or had to trek long distances to buy a few "expensive litres of polluting kerosene" for lamps, the involvement of banks in the project would take care of the lack of financing that had been one of the main barriers to the shift to solar power in rural India. 

"To average citizens of most developed countries, with perhaps dozens of lights and unlimited electric power on every floor of a home, conditions in rural parts of India may seem unimaginable. We aren't talking about operating a toaster, kettle, computer or microwave oven - just a handful of low-wattage lights, and perhaps a small fan, radio or TV for a few hours nightly - but even that can make a world of difference," she said. 

"Asking customers previously to pay cash for solar systems meant asking them to pay upfront an amount equal to 20 years of electricity bills," Painuly added.

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said the project underlined the multiple benefits "accruing by providing clean and renewable energies in developing countries", and that "the success of this project would serve as a catalytic blue-print for similar schemes across the developing world".

________________________________________________________________________

France 24:Top scientists eye master plan on climate change

{Also featured in Turkish Press, , Baku Today, Raw Story}

April 30, 2007 - 5:56PM

The world's leading climate change experts gathered in Bangkok on Monday to thrash out a masterplan on limiting the worst impacts of global warming, but amid deep divisions over how to go about it.

At least 400 scientists and experts from about 120 countries are attending the week-long third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming.

Two reports issued earlier this year by the panel warned that the Earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease.

The third report expected to be released on Friday will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy.

"The time to act is now," Chartree Chueyprasit, one of Thailand's top environment officials, told the opening of the meeting.

"Global warming is increasingly becoming a hot agenda that requires harmonised cooperation from all nations."

But achieving that harmony between so many diverse nations and agreeing on exactly what action to take is expected to be the subject of fierce debate, with some delegates predicting that the meeting will be hijacked by politics.

"It's very difficult at these negotiations to try to find that level of compromise and to try to find sustainable solutions that are equitable," said Peter Lukey, of South Africa's Department of Environmental Affairs.

"This is a highly politicised event. You take these political stances. It's highly frustrating to see."

The European Union -- which has pledged to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent by 2020 -- may face off with the United States and China, the world's biggest carbon polluters.

"I hope this gathering can produce balanced views, not just the views of the developed countries, but also the views of the developing countries," Chinese delegate Sun Guoshun told AFP.

Rajendra Pachauri, chair of the IPCC, played down tensions between the major players and said they were hopeful of hammering out their differences and reaching a conclusion by Friday.

"I think the nature of the subject is such that there will be a lot of intensive debate but I'm sure we will be able to resolve any outstanding issues without any major disruption in the proceedings," he told reporters.

"Ultimately it's a balanced assessment of the science which prevails."

An early draft of the panel's 24-page summary, seen by AFP, says that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing greenhouse gas emissions -- at a modest cost -- already exist.

Renewable energy, nuclear power, bio-fuels and reforestation are all in the mix, but a spokesman for the UN Environment Programme said the draft report was likely to be "completely rewritten" by the end of the week.

Sticking points at the Bangkok meeting could include taxes and caps on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and any references to the Kyoto Protocol, which US President George W. Bush abandoned after he took office.

Any mention of nuclear energy in the final report would incur the wrath of many environmental groups.

One of the key issues set to be hotly debated is a so-called carbon price -- finding a way to make consumers and businesses pay for the pollution they create.

The findings of the report, which stops short of making recommendations, will be used by governments and international organisations to map out their own plans for preventing worst-case climate scenarios.

The report will also play a key role in Kyoto negotiations, which will take place in December on the Indonesian island of Bali.

"The IPCC doesn't have any muscle, it has grey matter," Pachauri said. "The muscle will have to come from somewhere else."

________________________________________________________________________

Daily News Monitor Bangladesh:Depletion of Ozone layer

Bangladesh makes maximum efforts to comply with Montreal Protocol

Saturday April 28 2007 

Bangladesh has so far made its maximum efforts to comply with the Montreal Protocol, a global treaty to combat depletion of the earth saving Ozone layer in the atmosphere, reports BSS.

But some practical reasons are now compelling the country to be non-compliance, particularly for the essential use of chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) in producing the Metered Dose Inhaler (MDI) for patients. 

Over the last 20 years since signing of the Montreal Protocol, the developing countries including Bangladesh side by side with the developed world have been making their concerted efforts to get rid off the invasive use of some gases, widely known as the Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS), which are largely responsible for greenhouse effect and global warming. 

As the global treaty (Montreal Protocol) will be celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, according to United Nations Ozone Secretariat, the Asian countries including Bangladesh are enormously contributing towards the efforts to phase-out the consumption and production of nearly 100 such ODS gases.

Bangladesh, a signatory to the protocol, is set to phase- out some of these gases by 2010 and a number of others by 2015. 

But, it becomes very difficult for the country to phase out the Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), a very effective and widely used ODS, by 2010 as per schedule. 

At a recent media workshop held in Singapore, the UNEP officials cautioned about the trouble facing some medium level consumers in Asia and the Pacific Region. Some countries are now nearing a non-compliance situation, they said. 

Thanavat Junchaya, regional network coordinator of UNEP, disclosed in the workshop that the Asia-Pacific region accounts for more than 80 percent of the global production and consumption of ODS. 

It includes the largest producers and consumers like India, China and South Korea and also the smallest countries like the Pacific Island nations. Some countries including Bangladesh are in non- compliance situation, he said.

With its baseline use of 581.6 tonnes of ODS annually in Bangladesh, the country might be classified as a medium category user along with Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Vietnam. 

But, actual ODS consumption in Bangladesh is more than the baseline accounts as its use in the essential sector has not been calculated during the baseline survey while the additional requirement of ODS used in the essential sector has created non- compliance situation for it. 

Ozone officials of Bangladesh told BSS that the problem was created during the baseline survey when the country’s total consumption of ODSs was calculated only on the basis of use in the servicing sector during 1995-1997 but the use in the essential pharmaceutical sector was mistakenly dropped. 

Although Bangladesh framed the ‘Ozone Depleting Substances Control Rules’ in 2004 and import of ODSs is being controlled under it, the use of CFCs for producing essential drugs by four private pharmaceutical companies cannot be contained. 

Being faithful to its commitment, Bangladesh has been making its total endevours to fully comply with the Montreal Protocol and already phased out the use and import of some ODS gases to an additional proportion that was required under the protocol, the officials said. 

As per the 2005 status, Bangladesh has phased out around 50 percent of halon gas from the fire extinguishing sector, 54 percent CFC from the refrigerant and air-condition sector and made the aerosol sector completely free from ODS. 

In addition, the country has successfully discarded the use of Methyl Bromide in agriculture sector and cut off 45 percent Methyl chloroform from the industrial sector used for cleaning purposes.

As per the data for baseline use, Bangladesh’s total permissible limit to import ODS is only 87 tonnes this year, 71 tonnes in 2008 and 53 tonnes in 2009 to be completely frozen in 2010.

But, the officials said, Bangladesh needs additional 90.8 tonnes of CFC this year for its essential pharmaceutical sector while the requirement is to rise to 106 tonnes and 125 tonnes respectively during the next two years. 

The government so far supplied CFC to the pharmaceutical companies by reducing its use in the servicing sector. But the officials said it would impossible to continue the supply as the total limit of import has been reduced to a large extent this year. 

Presuming the difficulties, they said, Bangladesh requested the Montreal Protocol Multilateral Fund in 2005 for exempting its MDI sector till 2009 from the CFC use and helping the country to convert its CFC-based MDI sector to the non-CFC one. 

After a long debate on the request of Bangladesh, the Montreal Protocol Multilateral Fund (MLF) in its meeting held in July 2006 prepared an ‘Option Report’ which did not favour Bangladesh as it recommended for continuing supply of CFC to the MDI sector by reducing the use in other sectors. 

In view of this, Bangladesh gave a letter to the MLF Implementation Committee mentioning about its probable ‘non- compliance’ status and requested for reconsidering the decision along with the country’s proposal for giving extra- ordinary exemption for the MDI sector. 

In the 18th meeting of the parties (MOP) held in New Delhi last year, Bangladesh’s request received overwhelming support from many developed and developing countries leading to taking a decision to allow the country to prepare a project for conversion of its private MDI producing factories to non-CFC ones with MLF funding.

In line with the decision, UNDP has appointed a British consultant to prepare the Transition Strategy and Conversion Project Proposal for the MDI sector in Bangladesh and it is expected to be placed in the next meeting of the MLF executive committee. 

Upon preparing the project and getting pragmatic response from the government and other stakeholders, Bangladesh is likely to get exemption on use of CFC in the MDI sector and thus the country may come out of the non-compliance situation.

 _______________________________________________________________________

Reuters fr :Troisième réunion du GIEC sur le réchauffement climatique

{Featured in Le Point, Capital fr, L’Express, Boursler

Nouvelobes, Lemonde}

lun. avr. 30, 
par David Fogarty

BANGKOK (Reuters) - Les délégués du Groupe intergouvernemental d'experts sur l'évolution du climat (GIEC) se réunissent à Bangkok pour déterminer les actions à mener pour juguler le changement climatique.

Scientifiques et représentants de gouvernements doivent se mettre d'accord d'ici à vendredi sur les termes d'un résumé à l'attention des décideurs politiques.

Cette réunion est la troisième à se tenir cette année après celle de Paris, en février, où le point à été fait sur les recherches scientifiques, et celle de Bruxelles, début avril, où les experts s'étaient interrogés sur les conséquences du réchauffement climatique.

De ces deux précédentes réunions il était ressorti, d'une part qu'il était quasiment certain que l'être humain était à l'origine directe de ce changement climatique, d'autre part que ces évolutions pourraient engendrer famine, sécheresse, canicule et montée du niveau de la mer.

Le président du GIEC, Rajendra Pachauri, a souligné la nécessité d'une action rapide de la part des gouvernements. "Le GIEC n'a pas de muscles, il a de la matière grise. Les muscles devront venir d'ailleurs", a-t-il dit aux journalistes.

"Les deux premiers rapports étaient inquiétants, désormais il est temps de s'intéresser à ce que l'on peut faire pour empêcher le changement climatique. C'est possible", a déclaré pour sa part Achim Steiner, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE).

Le rapport qui sera rendu public vendredi montre que la stabilisation des émissions de gaz à effet de serre coûterait en 2030 entre 0,2% et 3% du PIB mondial.

Selon certains scénarios, la croissance du PIB mondial pourrait même profiter de la maîtrise de l'émission des gaz à effet de serre.

"La maîtrise des émissions de gaz à effet de serre est une activité qui pourrait avoir un fort potentiel économique dans les décennies à venir", estime Achim Steiner.

MANQUE DE COURAGE POLITIQUE

Nicholas Stern, ancien président de la Banque mondiale, affirmait l'an dernier qu'agir dès à présent coûterait 1% du PIB mondial alors qu'il en coûterait 5% à 20% si l'on reportait à plus tard toute prise de décision.

Le rapport propose plusieurs pistes pour juguler l'émission de gaz à effet de serre. L'une des solutions préconisées consiste à confiner et brûler les émissions produites par les centrales électriques thermiques. Le rapport suggère également de se tourner davantage vers les énergies renouvelables et d'accroître le recours à l'énergie nucléaire.

En revanche, toutes les projections montrent que quelle que soit la méthode choisie par les gouvernements mondiaux, même la plus rigoureuse, les températures augmenteront de 2 à 2,4°C au-delà des températures moyennes observées avant l'avènement de l'ère industrielle.

Toute la question réside dans ce que feront les gouvernements.

"Je suis optimiste mais je ne pense pas qu'ils prendront de décision claire et nette", regrette Achim Steiner. "Ils sont encore nombreux à ne pas saisir l'importance de la question, espérant que tous ces problèmes disparaîtront d'eux-mêmes."

"Les moyens et les mesures à prendre pour lutter contre le changement climatique sont connus, tout ce qu'il manque, c'est du courage de la part des décideurs politiques", considère Stephan Singer, membre du WWF.

La semaine dernière, Mohan Munasinghe, le vice-président du GIEC, estimait qu'il faudrait encore d'autres catastrophes de l'ampleur de celle du cyclone Katrina qui a dévasté La Nouvelle-Orléans en 2005 pour inciter les responsables politiques à faire davantage.

"La maîtrise des émissions de gaz à effet de serre ne deviendra un sujet majeur que si d'autres catastrophes surviennent", a-t-il déclaré à Colombo.

Un autre représentant du GIEC, qui préfère garder l'anonymat, prévoit quant à lui des discussions interminables entre Etats.

"Le GIEC ne peut prescrire aucune obligation envers les Etats. Les représentants des gouvernements vont tout faire pour s'assurer qu'il n'y en ait aucune."

L'approbation d'une mouture finale du texte s'annonce donc fastidieuse.

________________________________________________________________________

LEXPRESS :Réunion du Giec sur le réchauffement climatique

undi 30 avril 2007

Les 400 délégués du Groupe intergouvernemental sur l'évolution du climat se retrouvent ce lundi matin à Bangkok pour finaliser un nouveau rapport sur les moyens de lutter contre le changement climatique

es délégués du Groupe intergouvernemental d'experts sur l'évolution du climat (Giec) se réunissent à Bangkok, ce lundi, pour déterminer les actions à mener pour juguler le changement climatique. Plusieurs centaines de scientifiques et représentants de gouvernements doivent se mettre d'accord d'ici à vendredi sur les termes d'un résumé à l'attention des décideurs politiques.

"Pas de muscles, de la matière grise"

Cette réunion est la troisième à se tenir cette année, après celle de Paris, en février, où le point avait été fait sur les recherches scientifiques, et celle de Bruxelles, début avril, où les experts s'étaient interrogés sur les conséquences du réchauffement climatique.

De ces deux précédentes réunions, il était ressorti, d'une part, qu'il était quasiment certain que l'être humain était à l'origine directe du changement climatique actuel, d'autre part que ces évolutions pourraient engendrer famine, sécheresse, canicule et montée du niveau de la mer. Le président du Giec, Rajendra Pachauri, y soulignait la nécessité d'une action rapide de la part des gouvernements: "Le Giec n'a pas de muscles, il a de la matière grise. Les muscles devront venir d'ailleurs".

"Les deux premiers rapports étaient inquiétants, désormais il est temps de s'intéresser à ce que l'on peut faire pour empêcher le changement climatique. C'est possible", a déclaré pour sa part Achim Steiner, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). Le rapport qui sera rendu public vendredi prochain montre que la stabilisation des émissions de gaz à effet de serre coûterait en 2030 entre 0,2% et 3% du PIB mondial.

Selon certains scénarios, la croissance du PIB mondial pourrait même profiter de la maîtrise de l'émission des gaz à effet de serre, "une activité qui, selon Achim Steiner, pourrait avoir un fort potentiel économique dans les décennies à venir".

Manque de courage politique

Nicholas Stern, ancien président de la Banque mondiale, affirmait l'an dernier qu'agir dès à présent coûterait 1% du PIB mondial, alors qu'il en coûterait 5% à 20% si l'on reportait les décisions à plus tard.

Le rapport propose plusieurs pistes pour juguler l'émission de gaz à effet de serre. L'une des solutions préconisées consiste à confiner et brûler les émissions produites par les centrales électriques thermiques. Le rapport suggère également de se tourner davantage vers les énergies renouvelables et d'accroître le recours à l'énergie nucléaire. En revanche, toutes les projections montrent que quelle que soit la méthode choisie par les gouvernements mondiaux, même la plus rigoureuse, les températures augmenteront de 2 à 2,4°C au-delà des températures moyennes observées avant l'avènement de l'ère industrielle.

Toute la question réside dans ce que feront les gouvernements. "Je suis optimiste, mais je ne pense pas qu'ils prendront de décision claire et nette, regrette Achim Steiner. Ils sont encore nombreux à ne pas saisir l'importance de la question, espérant que tous ces problèmes disparaîtront d'eux-mêmes." "Les moyens et les mesures à prendre pour lutter contre le changement climatique sont connus, tout ce qu'il manque, c'est du courage de la part des décideurs politiques", considère Stephan Singer, membre du WWF.

La semaine dernière, Mohan Munasinghe, le vice-président du Giec, estimait qu'il faudrait encore d'autres catastrophes de l'ampleur de celle du cyclone Katrina, qui a dévasté La Nouvelle-Orléans en 2005 pour inciter les responsables politiques à faire davantage. Un autre représentant du Giec, qui préfère garder l'anonymat, prévoit quant à lui des discussions interminables entre Etats.

_____________________________________________________________________________

LEMONDE.FR Les experts du GIEC se penchent sur les moyens de juguler les changements climatiques

| 30.04.07 | 06h16  •  Mis à jour le 30.04.07 | 08h42

Les délégués du Groupe intergouvernemental d'experts sur l'évolution du climat (GIEC) sont réunis du lundi 30 avril au vendredi 4 mai à Bangkok pour déterminer les actions à mener afin de juguler le changement climatique. Scientifiques et représentants de gouvernements doivent se mettre d'accord sur les termes d'un résumé à l'attention des décideurs politiques.

Cette réunion est la troisième à se tenir cette année après celle de Paris, en février, où le point à été fait sur les recherches scientifiques, et celle de Bruxelles, au début du mois d'avril, où les experts s'étaient interrogés sur les conséquences du réchauffement climatique. De ces deux précédentes réunions, il était ressorti, d'une part, qu'il était quasiment certain que l'être humain était à l'origine directe de ce changement climatique et, d'autre part, que ces évolutions pourraient engendrer famine, sécheresse, canicule et montée du niveau de la mer.

"Ces deux premiers rapports étaient inquiétants, désormais il est temps de s'intéresser à ce que l'on peut faire pour empêcher le changement climatique. C'est possible", assure Achim Steiner, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement.

Le rapport qui sera rendu public vendredi montre que la stabilisation des émissions de gaz à effet de serre coûterait en 2030 entre 0,2 % et 3 % du PIB mondial. Mais, selon certains scénarios, la croissance du PIB mondial pourrait profiter de la maîtrise de l'émission des gaz à effet de serre. "La maîtrise des émissions de gaz à effet de serre est une activité qui pourrait avoir un fort potentiel économique dans les décennies à venir", estime Achim Steiner. Nicholas Stern, l'ancien président de la Banque mondiale, affirmait, l'an dernier, qu'agir dès à présent coûterait 1 % du PIB mondial, alors qu'il en coûterait 5 % à 20 % si l'on reportait toute prise de décision.

Le rapport propose plusieurs pistes pour juguler l'émission de gaz à effet de serre. Une des solutions préconisées consiste à confiner et brûler les émissions produites par les centrales électriques thermiques. Le rapport suggère également de se tourner davantage vers les énergies renouvelables et d'accroître le recours à l'énergie nucléaire.

"MANQUE DE COURAGE DE LA PART DES DÉCISIONNAIRES POLITIQUES"

En revanche, toutes les projections montrent que, quelle que soit la méthode choisie par les gouvernements mondiaux, même la plus rigoureuse, les températures augmenteront de 2 à 2,4 °C au-delà des températures moyennes observées avant l'avènement de l'ère industrielle.

Toute la question réside dans ce que feront les gouvernements. "Je suis optimiste, mais je ne pense pas qu'ils prendront de décision claire et nette", regrette Achim Steiner. "Ils sont encore nombreux à ne pas saisir l'importance de la question, espérant que tous ces problèmes disparaîtront d'eux-mêmes." "Les moyens et les mesures à prendre pour lutter contre le changement climatique sont connus, tout ce qu'il manque, c'est du courage de la part des décisionnaires politiques", considère Stephan Singer, membre du WWF (Fonds mondial pour la nature).

La semaine dernière, Mohan Munasinghe, le vice-président du GIEC, estimait qu'il faudrait encore d'autres catastrophes de l'ampleur de celle du cyclone Katrina qui a dévasté La Nouvelle-Orléans en 2005 pour inciter les responsables politiques à faire davantage. "La maîtrise des émissions de gaz à effet de serre ne deviendra un sujet majeur que si d'autres catastrophes surviennent", a-t-il déclaré à Colombo.

Un autre représentant du GIEC, qui préfère rester anonyme, prévoit, quant à lui, des discussions interminables entre Etats. "Le GIEC ne peut prescrire aucune obligation envers les Etats. Les représentants des gouvernements vont tout faire pour s'assurer qu'il n'y en ait aucune." L'approbation d'une mouture finale du texte s'annonce donc ardue.

________________________________________________________________________

Sud Quotidien: Sénégal: Lutte contre les polluants organiques persistants, Dakar se penche sur un sujet majeur de la vie

28 Avril 2007

Publié sur le web le 29 Avril 2007

Cheikh Tidiane Mbengue

Limiter sensiblement la production des Polluants organiques persistants (Pop), voilà l'objectif visé du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (Pnue) pour contrer la production de ces substances chimiques et toxiques nocives pour la santé humaine et pour l'environnement.

En session à Dakar, à partir du 29 avril, ce programme issu de la convention de Stockholm devrait être l'occasion de mobiliser l'expertise mondiale sur la question des polluants organiques.

Une rencontre internationale sur la Convention de Stockholm est prévue du dimanche 29 avril au 3 mai à Dakar pour se penser sur cette question. Dakar va abriter à partir de demain dimanche 29 avril, la 3ème conférence des parties à la Convention de Stockholm sur les Polluants organiques persistants (Pop). La conférence organisée par le Pnue en collaboration avec le gouvernement du Sénégal compte réunir 130 experts et spécialistes venant de différents pays pour débattre sur ce fléau mondial, selon le communiqué du Centre d'information des Nations Unies parvenu à notre rédaction hier vendredi.

Parmi les principaux sujets qui vont être abordés, figurent d'abord si les pays en développement vont continuer à utiliser le DDT pour tuer les moustiques qui sont à l'origine du paludisme. Le renforcement du réseau de surveillance sur l'impact des Pops sur l'environnement tout comme l'augmentation de l'aide aux pays en développement pour éradiquer ses substances sont au rendez-vous de cette rencontre internationale.

Les polluants organiques persistants constituent de véritables menaces sur la santé humaine et sur l'environnement. Ce qui a nécessité la Convention de Stockholm entrée en vigueur depuis 2004 pour éliminer et limiter la production, l'utilisation et les rejets des polluants organiques persistants. Elle prévoit aussi de se pencher sur les règles relatives à l'importation et l'exportation de ces substances.

________________________________________________________________________

Le Soleil (Dakar): Convention de Stockholm sur les Polluants Organiques Persistants : Les experts de la planète se concertent à Dakar

Des experts de près de 130 pays sont actuellement en conclave à Dakar pour réfléchir sur les voies et moyens de réduire voir éliminer l’utilisation des polluants organiques persistants qui demeurent aujourd’hui au niveau planétaire un danger pour les hommes.

Dakar abritera du 30 avril au 04 mai prochain la convention de Stockholm sur les polluants organiques persistants (POP). Le communiqué de presse que nous avons reçu au niveau de notre rédaction estime que 130 gouvernements seront représentés à l’hôtel Méridien Président afin de poursuivre leurs efforts pour débarrasser la planète de certaines des substances chimiques les plus dangereuses qu’aient produites les hommes.

Le communiqué indique que la convention de Stockholm sur les polluants Organiques Persistants (POP) cible 12 pesticides et produits chimiques industriels dangereux pour les êtres humains parce qu’ils peuvent tuer, endommager leur système nerveux et immunitaire, provoquer des cancers, des dysfonctionnements de la reproduction et compromettre le développement normal des bébés et des enfants.

L’utilisation du DDT en question

À en croire le directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour le Développement, Achim Steiner, responsable de l’adoption de la convention : « la communauté internationale ne peut accepter les risques que ces substances chimiques font courir aux paysans, aux femmes enceintes et aux groupes extrêmement vulnérables. Dakar selon le communiqué de presse, va aider à accélérer l’élimination des POP non seulement en Afrique mais dans le monde entier.

L’une des principales questions à l’ordre du jour de la conférence souligne le communiqué de presse est de savoir si les pays qui se servent du DDT pour lutter contre les moustiques vecteurs du parasite létal du paludisme n’ont toujours pas d’autres choix. Tout en visant l’élimination ultérieure du DDT, la convention reconnaît que certains pays doivent encore s’en servir pour protéger la santé de leurs populations. Selon le communiqué, les participants examineront notamment un plan d’activités invitant toutes les parties prenantes à de nouvelles initiatives ambitieuses pour trouver des moyens efficaces de remplacer le DDT. Tout comme il sera aussi question d’examiner comment consolider les réseaux mondiaux de surveillance des niveaux des POP dans l’environnement afin de vérifier si la convention réussit vraiment à diminuer ces niveaux. La conférence souligne le communiqué étudiera aussi comment mieux aider les pays en développement à nettoyer l’environnement des POP en adoptant, pour les remplacer des produits moins dangereux pour la santé des êtres humains et l’environnement et en général à remplir les obligations que la convention leur impose. Il sera surtout question signale-t-on, des centres régionaux qui devraient être mis en place pour leur offrir l’assistance technique requise.

12 Polluants Organiques Persistants ciblés

Sur les 12 premiers POP ciblés par la convention, l’on cite neuf pesticides (aldrine, chlordane, DDT, dieldrine, heptachlore, hexachlorobenzène, mirex et toxaphène ; deux produits chimiques industriels (les PCB et l’hexachlorobenzène (HCB) également utilisé comme pesticide) et des sous-produits chimiques involontaires, surtout des dioxines et les furannes.

Le communiqué précise que dans les années à venir, les gouvernements vont pouvoir ajouter à cette liste de nouvelles substances chimiques, dix ont déjà été proposées et sont en cours d’évaluation. La décision de les inclure ou non à la convention doit être prise en 2009. Si les risques varient d’un POP à l’autre, ces substances chimiques ont en commun quatre propriétés. Le communiqué note qu’elles sont extrêmement toxiques, qu’elles sont stables et qu’elles peuvent persister des années avant de se décomposer en forme moins dangereuses ; elles peuvent aussi s’évaporer et peuvent alors se déplacer sur de longues distances dans l’air ou dans l’eau et elles s’accumulent dans les tissus graisseux des êtres humains comme des animaux.

Le communiqué note que tous les êtres humains de la planète ont des traces de POP dans leur corps. Avant de préciser que ces POP circulent dans le monde entier par ce qu’on appelle « l’effet sauterelle ». Lorsque ces substances sont libérées quelque part dans le monde, elles peuvent se propager par des évaporations et des retombées répétées dans l’atmosphère vers des régions fort éloignées de leur origine. Fort heureusement signale-t-on, il existe des produits pouvant remplacer ces POP. Le problème est que bien souvent leur coût est élevé ; l’ignorance du grand public et l’absence des infrastructures et technologies idoines ont empêché d’adopter ces produits de remplacement. En adopter un, quel qu’il soit, dépend de ce à quoi sert le produit en question, de ses propriétés et de son utilisation, ainsi que des conditions climatiques et socio-économiques de chaque pays.

====================================================================

Other Enviroment in the News

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Main Conclusions of UN Climate Panel's Third Report 
INTERNATIONAL: April 30, 2007


Following are some of the main findings of a draft report by the UN climate panel due for release in Bangkok on Friday. 

The report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) looks at the costs of mitigating and adapting to climate change and the tools available to achieve reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. 
Scientists and government officials are meeting from Monday to review and approve the draft, the third of four to be released this year. 


EMISSIONS GROWTH 

"Without additional climate mitigation and/or appropriate sustainable development policies global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions will continue to grow over the next few decades," it says. 

It adds it there needs to be immediate action to curb emissions if there is to be any significant long-term impact on limiting climate change. 

Yet, based on current projections, global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from fossil fuel combustion are predicted to rise by a minimum of more than 40 percent between 2000 to 2030. 

A large portion of this increase is projected to come from developing countries, the report says. 

Transport is a major worry with growing use of cars and planes pushing up greenhouse gas emissions. In 2004 transport energy use amounted to 26 percent of total world energy use. 

"Unless there is a major shift away from current patterns of energy use, projections foresee a continued growth in world transportation energy use by 2 percent per year, with energy use and carbon emissions about 80 percent above 2002 levels by 2030." 

Emissions from aircraft would continue to rise by 3 to 4 per cent per year despite projected improvements in aircraft fuel efficiency because these will be largely surpassed by traffic growth of around 5 percent each year. 

Agriculture was another concern. 

"Global food demands may double by 2050, leading to intensified production practices (e.g. increasing use of nitrogen fertilizer). In addition, forecast increases in consumption of livestock products will increase methane and nitrogen dioxide emissions if livestock numbers increase". 


TOOLS AND RESEARCH 

It says GHG levels can be stabilised using "a portfolio of technologies that are commercially available today and those that are expected to be commercialised in coming decades, provided appropriate incentives are in place". 

These included fuel switching, more efficient power plants, nuclear power, renewable energy, more efficient buildings and building materials and lighting, more efficient appliances and improved agricultural practices to curb the release of methane and nitrogen oxide, two other major greenhouse gases. 

"A positive "price of carbon' would create incentives for producers and consumers to significantly invest in lower carbon products, technologies and processes. However, additional incentives related to direct government funding and regulations are also important." 


COSTS 

The more deep and rapid the emissions cuts, the more costly to economies, says the report, which gives a range of stabilisation levels of greenhouse gases in the future. 

By 2030, the costs of letting greenhouse gas concentrations rise to 650 ppmv (parts per million volume) of CO2-equivalent are 0.2 percent of global gross domestic product, it says. 

Greenhouse gas concentrations are now at about 430 ppmv of carbon dioxide and rising sharply. Carbon dioxide accounts is the main greenhouse gas, followed by methane and four others covered by international pacts. 

"For trajectories towards stabilisation levels between 445 and 535 ppmv CO2-equivalent, costs are lower than 3 percent global GDP loss." 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​Reuters: Gore Visits UN, Offers Help on Global Warming 
INTERNATIONAL: April 30, 2007

UNITED NATIONS - Former Vice President Al Gore offered on Friday to work closely with the United Nations in furthering programs on global warming, the UN secretary-general said. 

But Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon did not reveal any initiatives that would involve Gore, who was in New York for the Tribeca Film Festival after his documentary on climate change, "An Inconvenient Truth," won an Oscar. 
"He offered strong support and commitment to work very closely with me, and I am going to fully use his very powerful political message to mobilize political will and thus enhance the awareness of the international community with this issue," Ban told reporters. 

The secretary-general has given up trying to organize a summit on global warming this year but wants a high-level meeting on the subject shortly before world leaders come to the UN General Assembly in September. 

Gore did not speak to reporters except to say, "Of course," when asked if the meeting with Ban concerned global warming. 

The Democratic presidential nominee who lost to President George W. Bush in 2000, Gore has devoted himself to environmental concerns for decades. The United Nations gave him an environmental award this month. 


Story by Evelyn Leopold



Reuters:Cyclones Killed 150 in Madagascar - UN 
MADAGASCAR: April 30, 2007

ANTANANARIVO - Six cyclones that have battered northern Madagascar in recent months killed at least 150 people as river levels rose and swept away villages on the huge Indian Ocean island, a UN official said on Saturday. 

Cyclone Indlala killed scores, destroyed 13,000 homes and ruined 40,000 hectares of crops last month on Madagascar, which was already struggling to deal with a severe drought. 
Five other cyclones since mid-December have made it the country's worst storm season on record. 

"I remember one village where 23 people died, including 17 from the same family," UNICEF country representative Bruno Maes told Reuters in an interview. 

He said three-quarters of crops -- including vanilla, a lucrative export -- were destroyed in the areas hit, and he expected malnutrition rates to rise among some 200,000 people still affected. Recovery would take months, Maes said. 

Madagascar said last month it had received only US$1 million of a US$242 million appeal to cope with this year's disasters. 


REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Bangkok hosts key climate summit 

By Roger Harrabin 
BBC environment analyst, Bangkok

A major climate change conference which will spell out what needs to be done to combat global warming has got under way in the Thai capital Bangkok. 

It is the third such summit this year by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

It aims to be the key guide to climate change technology and economics. 

A final draft seen by the BBC will say nations can protect the climate, but only if they make policies to halt the global growth in emissions by 2030. 

The draft refers to stabilising emissions between 450 and 550 parts per million of CO2 in the atmosphere. 

Anything less is unrealistic, economists believe. 

But America and China are alarmed by any discussions of a safe limit because it increases pressure to curb their pollution. 

The words of this IPCC report will appear from the mouths of world leaders when they meet face-to-face over climate change at the summit of the group of eight most industrialised nations (G8) in June. 

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian : Protect God's creation: Vatican issues new green message for world's Catholics



John Vidal and Tom Kington in Rome
Friday April 27, 2007


The Vatican yesterday added its voice to a rising chorus of warnings from churches around the world that climate change and abuse of the environment is against God's will, and that the one billion-strong Catholic church must become far greener.

At a Vatican conference on climate change, Pope Benedict urged bishops, scientists and politicians - including UK environment secretary David Miliband - to "respect creation" 

The Pope's message follows a series of increasingly strong statements about climate change and the environment, including a warning earlier this year that "disregard for the environment always harms human coexistence, and vice versa".

Observers said yesterday that the Catholic church is no longer split between those who advocate development and those who say the environment is the priority. Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, head of the Pontifical Council of Justice and Peace, said: "For environment ... read Creation. The mastery of man over Creation must not be despotic or senseless. Man must cultivate and safeguard God's Creation."

According to Vatican sources, the present Pope is far more engaged in the green debate than John Paul. In the past year Benedict has spoken strongly on the need to preserve rainforests. In the next few weeks he visits Brazil.

"There is no longer a schism. The new interest in climate change and the environment is not surprising really. Benedict comes out of 1960s Germany, where environment and disarmament were major issues. It's conceivable that his ministry could even culminate in a papal encyclical on the environment," said one analyst. This would be the most powerful signal to the world's Catholics about the need for environmental awareness at every level.

The Catholic church is just one major faith group now rapidly moving environment to the fore of its social teachings. "Climate change, biotechnology, trade justice and pollution are all now being debated at a far higher level by the world's major religions," said Martin Palmer, secretary general of the Alliance of Religions and Conservation (Arc).

In some cases the debate is dividing traditionalists from younger congregations. In the US the diverse 50m-strong conservative evangelical churches are increasingly at war about the human contribution to global warming.

Many evangelical leaders say they are still not convinced that global warming is human-induced and have argued that the collapse of the world is inevitable and will herald the second coming of Christ.

But most younger leaders have broken ranks. About four years ago the progressives began to argue strongly that man had a responsibility to steward the earth. Redefining environmentalism as "creation care", they are now lobbying President Bush and the US administration to take global warming far more seriously.

"They are the most effective lobby," said one observer yesterday. "They represent the conservative vote so Bush has to listen to them."

Although the World Council of Churches in Geneva has had a department to investigate climate change since 1990, churches have come late to the debate. "The [environment and religion] is a no-brainer, but we are all only now realising it", said Claire Foster, environmental policy adviser to the Church of England.

Many faiths also realise their potential to influence politicians and financiers. A survey by US bank Citigroup found that the 11 major faiths now embrace 85% of the world's population and are the world's third largest group of financial investors. In the US the United methodist church pension fund alone is worth $12bn-$15bn (£6bn-£7bn). Total investment of US churches is nearly $70bn. Switching to ethical investments would be hugely significant.

One Catholic priest impatient for change is Seán McDonagh, a Columban missionary and author of books on ecology and religion. "The Catholic church's social teaching on human rights and justice has been good, but there has been little concern about the impact on the planet. The church has been caught up on its emphasis on development and on resisting population control, but if we are pro-life we should be banging the drum now about climate change."

Backstory
Most of the world's mainstream faiths have at their core a deep respect for nature, but over hundreds of years many have developed an ambivalent attitude towards ecology and the pressures put on the earth by humans. Church leaders have largely stayed silent on the extinction of species and natural capital and have concentrated their ethical teachings on the need to relieve human poverty. But the reality of impending climate change and the effects it will have on the poor is concentrating minds and causing many to fundamentally reassess their understanding of man's place in the world.

________________________________________________________________________

New York Times:On the Road, Hope for a Zero-Pollution Car 

WHEN the largest aircraft ever built — the pride of Nazi Germany — crashed in flames at the United States Navy’s airship base here, it took 36 lives and smeared the reputation of hydrogen for decades.

In less than a minute, the Hindenburg disaster of 1937 turned hydrogen, which provided the zeppelin’s lift, into a pariah. But 70 years later, a growing number of advocates are promoting hydrogen as a panacea, a promising alternative to petroleum. In the last decade, every large carmaker has jumped on the hydrogen express. 

In dozens of laboratories and research centers, scientists and engineers are busy searching for ways to reduce the cost and improve the practicality of hydrogen-powered vehicles. Development has progressed to the point that some of these prototype vehicles are in daily service, commuting around Detroit, delivering packages in Washington, serving urban bus routes.

To look in on the development progress of hydrogen vehicles, The New York Times invited 10 companies actively promoting hydrogen for personal transportation to bring their vehicles to the Naval Air Engineering Station here. With pressure mounting to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere, the anniversary of a pivotal event 70 years ago seemed an appropriate time to look for a clearer understanding of what cars may be like in 30 years. 

Some carmakers deemed the disaster site an awkward location for this gathering; others were sympathetic but unable to field a vehicle because experimental mules have testing and appearance schedules busier than those of presidential hopefuls. The three hydrogen-powered vehicles that did arrive here (all by trailer, because refueling was not available for the long trips from their bases) were not the latest models from the auto show circuit, but hard-working development vehicles with thousands of testing miles on their odometers.

Weather was also a factor. The day of the gathering was fraught by a severe northeaster. Six inches of rain was followed by flooded roads and snow, as the winds blew and angry skies frowned. But the show went on, thanks in part to the hosts at the base and the Navy Lakehurst Historical Society. 

The Hindenburg anniversary is not the only reason hydrogen is in the news. Four years ago, in his State of the Union address, President Bush announced a $1.2 billion hydrogen initiative to foster clean air and lessen dependence on imported oil. The Department of Energy has conducted marriages of sorts, joining automakers with energy companies — General Motors and Shell; Ford and DaimlerChrysler with BP — to encourage research and set standards for refueling hardware. 

As hydrogen gains favor, hydrocarbons seem to be taking over the role of villain. Peak oil theorists, especially Matthew Simmons, chairman of the Simmons & Company investment bank and the author of “Twilight in the Desert: The Coming Saudi Oil Shock and the World Economy” contend that increased demand will outpace the ability to increase production. And the Supreme Court’s April 2 ruling that the E.P.A. has authority to regulate carbon dioxide as a pollutant, as it does tailpipe emissions, was a powerful vote against fossil fuels.

So the three hydrogen-fueled vehicles that gathered at the Hindenburg crash site are harbingers of the future, proof that all of hydrogen’s potential in transportation did not go up in flames 70 years ago.

The spot where the Hindenburg met its end is now a historic landmark. A heavy yellow anchor chain surrounds a concrete pad replicating the size, shape, and final resting place of the Hindenburg’s control car. Rick Zitarosa, historian of the Navy Lakehurst Historical Society, said the Navy intended to preserve the site in its current form. 

The vehicles here, and three other experimental cars driven elsewhere, cover a broad spectrum of hydrogen possibilities. Here are highlights:

FORD E-450 SHUTTLE Ford regards hydrogen-fueled internal-combustion engines as “a bridge to fuel cells, the powertrain of the future.” Teamed with BP, Ford built a fleet of 30 E-450 shuttle buses. 

________________________________________________________________________

Enviroment News Service:Gore Slams Canada's New Climate Plan as a "Fraud" 
TORONTO, Ontario, Canada, April 29, 2007 – Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore has created a furor in Canada over the Conservative Government's new plan to impose mandatory greenhouse gas emissions targets on industry. The plan supercedes Canada's legally binding commitments under the Kyoto Protocol. 


In Toronto to present his global warming documentary "An Inconvenient Truth" at an environmental show on Saturday, Gore said, "In my opinion, it is a complete and total fraud. It is designed to mislead the Canadian people." 

Environment Minister John Baird shot back with a statement later Saturday, saying, ""It is difficult to accept criticism from someone who preaches about climate change, but who never submitted the Kyoto Protocol to a vote in the United States Senate, who never did as much as Canada is now doing to fight climate change during eight years in Office, and who has campaigned exclusively for hundreds of Democratic candidates who have weaker plans to fight greenhouse gases than Canada’s New Government." 

"It is equally regrettable that the former U.S. vice president decided to speak out without ever having been briefed on the contents of our plan," said Baird. 

"The fact is our plan is vastly tougher than any measures introduced by the administration of which the former Vice President was a member." 

The Conservatives' plan outlines intensity-based emissions targets that will not be implemented until 2010, and will have no hard caps on emissions. The government's announced target is by 2020 to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 20 percent below the 2006 level. 

Based on this plan, Canada will be in violation of international law and will be the only Kyoto Protocol nation to have reneged on its commitments. 

Gore said he was surprised to see that the Conservative plan uses the concept of "intensity reduction," which he said is a "poll-tested phrase" developed in Houston by the so-called think tanks financed by polluters. 

The administration of President George W. Bush uses the measure of greenhouse gas intensity - a comparison of emissions with economic growth - rather than the absolute emissions reductions measurements under the Kyoto Protocol. 

Baird said the Conservatives' plan will for the first time "force" industry to reduce greenhouse gases. Baird said the plan would bring down greenhouse gas emissions to achieve the government's goal of "an absolute reduction of 150 megatonnes by 2020." 

In announcing the new plan, Baird blamed the previous Liberal government for Canada's rising greenhouse gas emissions. 

"The previous government was never able to put on the brakes. We will do that beginning today," said Baird, pledging to stop the rise in Canada's greenhouse gases "in three to five years." 

But Canada has ratified the Kyoto Protocol, and the new plan does not meet the legally binding Kyoto target of a reduction of six percent of greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels by 2012 - five years from now. 

The Conservative government rejected the Kyoto targets, stating that Canada could not meet them. 

"If the Liberal government had instituted this plan in 1998 when they signed Kyoto, Canada would have achieved its emissions target. Canada would be at Kyoto today," said Baird. 


But Liberal Leader Stephane Dion supported Gore's assessment of the Conservatives' plan. At a festival in Toronto he said, "The world expects Canada will do its share - more than that, that Canada will be a leader and we are failing the world. We are failing Canadians." 

New Democratic Party Leader Jack Layton, who was at the same festival, also backed Gore's criticism. "Let me remind Mr. Baird and the Liberals before him that the U.S. has done better in reducing their emissions than Canada has under the Liberals and the Conservatives," he said. 

Green Party of Canada Leader Elizabeth May, said Saturday that the Conservatives' plan is "not a climate change plan, it's a climate disaster plan." 

"The framework makes clear that the Harper Government is abandoning any attempt to reach Canada’s legally binding targets under the Kyoto Protocol," said May. 

"This plan doesn’t even come close to Kyoto," May said. "In 2020, eight years after the target period, they're still 12 percent over Kyoto. The Conservative government is trying to confuse Canadians. But I have confidence that people will see this plan for what it really is – a complete abdication of the government’s Kyoto obligations." 

Joslyn Higginson, of Greenpeace's Climate and Energy Campaign, said, "Only two days after the release of the Harper Government's so-called climate change plan, Canada's international image has been dragged into the mud, adding to the tidal wave of domestic criticism from all quarters." 

"Al Gore is the single most influential advocate for the environment out there, so his criticism and his opinion will carry weight internationally. That's disturbing for Canada, for our image and our foreign policy - and for Canadians, who want to see us respect our international commitments," said Higginson. 

Greenpeace supports the Liberals' Bill C-30 which amends three separate federal Acts - the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, the Energy Efficiency Act, and the Motor Vehicle Fuel Consumption Standards Act, which is not in force. 

Bill C-30 seeks to reduce the risks associated with air pollutants and greenhouse gases. 

In his remarks Saturday, Gore acknowledged he is not a Canadian citizen and said he has "no right to interfere in your decisions." 

But Gore said, "the world looks to Canada for moral leadership and that's why this week's announcement was so shocking." 

Baird said he is ready to meet with Gore at any time to discuss the climate change threat and the Conservative Government's "tough plan to reduce Canada's emissions."

________________________________________________________________________

 Enviroment News Service: Double Hulled Tankers for Heavy Oil Now Law in Europe

STRASBOURG, France, April 28, 2007 (ENS) - European officials Wednesday signed into law a requirement that only double hulled tankers carrying heavy oil can enter European ports. The law was enacted in response to disastrous oil spills from single hulled tankers the Erika in 1999 and the Prestige in 2002.

President of the European Parliament Hans-Gert Pottering, and Guenter Gloser, German Presidency representative and minister of wtate for European affairs in the German government, both signed the European Parliament and Council Regulation into law.

Pottering said the law represents an important response to offshore tanker accidents and will lead to better protection of the seas and the environment from oil spills.

officials

President Hans-Gert Pöttering signs the oil tanker regulation while German Presidency representative Guenter Gloser looks on. (Photo courtesy Office of the President)

"With this regulation, which will enter into force in a few weeks’ time in the member states of the European Union, an important step has been taken to protect the seas from dangerous oil pollution in the event of shipwrecks," Pottering declared after the signing.

Under the new regulation, oil tankers transporting heavy oils will only be allowed to fly the flag of a European Union member state if they are double hulled.

In addition, regardless of what flag they are flying, only double hulled tankers will be able to enter member states' harbors or anchor in their territorial waters.

The regulation applies in all the 27 member states and, now that it has been signed, will enter into force on the 20th day after its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.

European lawmakers began to pay close attention to oil spill damage after the single hulled Maltese tanker Erika broke up and sank off the French coast on December 12, 1999, spilling an estimated 3,000 metric tons of heavy fuel oil that formed a slick 15 kilometers long. It polluted the north and south banks of the Loire River and the Brittany coast.

Concern intensified after the Bahamas-flagged single hulled tanker, the Prestige, sank off Spain in November 2002, releasing 80 percent of the tanker's 77,000 metric tons of fuel oil into the waters off Spain's northeast coast.

Because the leaking Prestige drifted at sea for eight days, the spill contaminated six countries, with the worst impacts seen in Spain, Portugal, and France.

Prestige

The oil tanker Prestige sinks (Photo courtesy Cedre)

Experts predict the Prestige spill will affect marine life until at least 2012 because the oil spilled contained polyaromatic hydrocarbons. These toxic chemicals poison plankton, fish eggs and crustaceans, causing carcinogenic effects in fish and other animals higher up the food chain.

In July 2003, the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers passed a law accelerating the phase-in of double-hull oil tankers and requiring a condition assessment for all tankers older than 15 years.

Now, to provide additional protection against oil spills, the European Maritime Safety Agency, EMSA, has developed a satellite based monitoring system for marine oil spill detection and surveillance in European waters. The CLEANSEANET service provides a range of detailed information including oil spill alerts to member states, rapid delivery of available satellite images and oil slick position.

While some EU member states already use satellite data to support marine surveillance on a national or regional level, other member states have not taken action in this field so far.

The EMSA says a common approach to oil spill surveillance at the European level, using compatible data standards and methodologies, will support the development of robust statistics for oil pollution monitoring and create baseline measurements that may be extended in the future.

For the detection of polluters, a European level system of continuous spill information with vessel traffic data should become operational in 2008.

________________________________________________________________________

CLIMATE CHANGE:
 Inter Press Service:EU Emissions to Rise, Despite Claims
David Cronin

BRUSSELS, Apr 27 (IPS) - One month after the European Union's leaders promised robust action against climate change, green campaigners have accused key EU bodies of implementing policies that will lead to increased emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The organisation Friends of the Earth says that officials in charge of regional aid have not paid heed to the need to curb emissions of carbon dioxide, the main gas triggering climate change. 

Aside from agriculture, aid to the EU's poorest regions is the biggest area of expenditure in the Union's budget. 

In a new report, Friends of the Earth analyses spending plans for EU aid to the eight central and eastern European countries that joined the Union in 2004, as well as Romania and Bulgaria, that joined in January 2007. 

Of a total of 117 billion euros (159 billion dollars), earmarked for these ten states in 2007-13, almost 30 percent will go to transport. Half of all aid to transport will go to roads and motorways, even though rising car and truck traffic is the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions from the countries concerned. 

By prioritising roads over less polluting modes of transport such as rail, public funds are being used to encourage people to switch from using the trains to taking their cars, the organisation claims. 

Budapest, the Hungarian capital, is among the cities which reduced subsidies to public transport in the 1990s, while the number of cars per person in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Lithuania is already higher than in the more affluent Denmark. 

Martin Konecny from Friends of the Earth said there is a "big gap between rhetoric and reality" in the EU's policy on climate change. 

"On the one hand, the EU is making genuine efforts to do something about climate change," he told IPS. "On the other hand, their funding policy is one of 'business as usual'." 

In March, the EU's heads of state and government committed themselves to reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2020. This cut would be increased to 30 percent if other rich countries agreed to follow suit, the leaders said. 

Yet Friends of the Earth said that Poland, the largest of the EU's newest entrants, has plans that would lead to a 31 percent increase in its greenhouse gas emissions by 2013 compared to 2003 under its national strategy for jobs and growth. 

A Polish diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said he was a "bit surprised" by this contention and that he did not know the data on which it is based. However, he said that Poland had to develop its industry and that "it is not so easy to go forward if we have to have a low level of emissions." 

Friends of the Earth also found that only Lithuania "can be said to be taking energy efficiency and renewable energy seriously" in the proposals it has submitted for using EU aid. The Baltic state plans to allocate 5 percent of its EU aid to these sectors. 

Although energy efficiency and generation from renewable sources are considered crucial for addressing climate change, Poland and Hungary are only allocating around 1 percent of their EU aid to these. 

One pressing need, according to green activists, is to renovate the high-rise residential buildings common in Europe's former communist countries so that they consume less energy. 

Friends of the Earth describes these buildings as "notoriously wasteful" with heat. It cites estimates that refurbishing high-rise buildings in Europe would cost 25 billion euros (34 billion dollars), and argues that the eventual savings in energy bills would make the investment worthwhile. 

Speaking in the German city of Stuttgart Apr. 25, the European commissioner for regional policy Danuta Huebner acknowledged that the aid she administers must tackle the impact of climate change. The aid, she said, is being used to address the side effects of EU policies in other areas in a way that takes account of the socio-economic traits of particular regions. 

The EU's lending arm, the European Investment Bank (EIB), has also been criticised for its environmental record. 

Bankwatch, a network of green groups, has issued a new study on the 112 billion euros (152 billion dollars) that the EIB handed over to transport projects in 1996-2005. It argued that the EIB is showing a bias towards the most environmentally destructive forms of transport, as more than half of its loans have gone to roads and to aviation. 

Total carbon dioxide emissions from airport expansion projects financed by the bank such as those at London's Heathrow, Amsterdam's Schiphol and Madrid Bajaras are likely to exceed the individual yearly emissions of Ireland, Norway, Slovakia, New Zealand or Switzerland, should the new capacities be fully used, Bankwatch estimates. It also finds that car manufacturers have been among the main recipients of EIB loans to private industry. 

"All the evidence points to the EIB's tendency to be led by its clients' wishes rather than responding to the long-term challenges facing Europe and the rest of the world," said Anelia Stefanova, transport coordinator with Bankwatch. "The planes, loans and automobiles culture at the EIB has to end." 

An EIB spokeswoman described the Bankwatch report as "well-informed" but claimed that it examined policies that have since been modified. 

The EIB is the world's biggest public international financial institution in terms of volume of loans. 

Its spokeswoman said that it has been given a mandate to support EU policies on transport but that it strives to integrate environmental criteria into all of the loan decisions that it makes. (END/2007) 

________________________________________________________________________

Antara News:Coremap focuses on local people empowerment to protect coral reefs

Biak, Papua Province (ANTARA News) - The Coral Reef Rehabilitation and Management Program (Coremap) has given a priority to the empowerment of local people to help protect coral reefs in Biak Numfor District, Papua Province.

The current Coremap activities in Biak have entered the second phase which started from 2005 and would last in 2009, Coordinator of the Biak Coremap Management Unit Markus Mansnembra said here on Saturday.

He explained that the Indonesian government has initiated a long term coral reef rehabilitation and management program to protect, and preserve as well for useful utilization of coral reefs and its ecology in the country.

"The long-term program will be able to improve the welfare of people along the coastal areas, including those in Biak Numfor District," he said. (*)

________________________________________________________________________

CNN:Scientists: Prehistoric volcanoes 

April 27, 2007 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- Ancient volcanoes may have caused a dramatic warming of the Earth's atmosphere that raised sea temperatures and killed off many marine species, resulting in a "planetary emergency," U.S. and European scientists said Thursday.

The discovery shows the impact of the release of large amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere and may shed light on planetary changes wrought by more recent causes of global warming, the scientists reported in the journal Science.

The giant prehistoric eruptions, they believe, may have been the catalyst that pushed Greenland and northwest Europe apart to create the North Atlantic Ocean.

"There has been evidence in the marine record of this period of global warming, and evidence in the geologic record of the eruptions at roughly the same time, but until now there has been no direct link between the two," Robert Duncan of Oregon State University, who worked on the study, said in a statement.

Duncan and a team of international scientists said the volcanoes erupted off the coast of Greenland and in the western British Isles about 55 million years ago, spewing carbon dioxide and methane into the atmosphere.

That triggered a 222,000-year period of warming that raised sea surface temperatures by 5 degrees Celsius (9 degrees Fahrenheit) in the tropics and more than 6 degrees Celsius (11 degrees Fahrenheit) in the Arctic and increased the acidity of the oceans.

The resulting "planetary emergency," as scientists have called it, wiped out 30 percent to 50 percent of the planet's deep sea creatures.

"We think the first volcanic eruptions began about 61 million years ago and then it took another 5 million years for the mantle to weaken, the continent to thin and the molten material to rise to the surface," Duncan said.

"It was like lifting a lid. The plate came apart and gave birth to the North Atlantic Ocean."

Scientists made the link between the volcanoes and the warming period, known as the Paleocene-Eocene thermal maximum, by matching layers of ash in east Greenland with those in marine sediments in the Atlantic Ocean.

They think greenhouse gases from lava flows and the heating of organic-rich sediments along the eastern edge of Greenland caused the global warming and changes in ocean chemistry.

While these volcanic eruptions caused warming of the atmosphere, they are extremely rare, scientists said.

Some more recent volcanoes, such as the eruption of Mount Tambora in Indonesia, actually cooled the Earth by adding more sulphate aerosols to the upper atmosphere, which reflected sunlight back into space, Dr. Ellie Highwood, senior lecturer in climate physics at the University of Reading in Britain, said in a statement.

"The type of volcano eruption described here has not been seen over the past 1,000 years, and therefore volcanoes are unlikely to have contributed significantly to recent climate change," Highwood said.

________________________________________________________________________

The Monitor Uganda: Factories, Farms Polluting Lake Victoria
April 28, 2007


Salome Alweny
Kampala

STUDIES conducted on Lake Victoria have revealed that the world's second largest fresh water lake, has been polluted by phosphorous and nitrogen.

The studies conducted under the Lake Victoria Environment Management Project (LVEMP) concluded that the Lake has eutrophied.

Eutrophication means enrichment of lake or river waters with plant nutrients mainly phosphorous and nitrogen.

Symptoms of eutrophication include algal scums (blooms), massive infestation by aquatic plants such as water hyacinth and depletion of oxygen in the water, which may lower the quality of water and cause death to fish. The Water Resources Department, Directorate of Water Development, Nema and the Ministry of Water and Environment compiled the technical report on algal bloom at Kitubulu, Entebbe.

This was after sending a team of experts to assess the problem after Daily Monitor broke the story on April 3. The paper said a strange matter was developing on the Victoria shores. The smatter that was observed at Kitubulu Bay was a massive algal bloom dominated by blue green algae.

The bloom is confined to Kitubulu bay and concentrated on the eastern shores of the lake, the report says.

It, however, notes that the situation is not unique to Kitubulu Bay alone. "It has been observed before in Murchison Bay. It was seen developing at Kigungu landing site and will probably occur in future in other parts of the lake," the report reads in part. Factors like wind and temperatures combined with high nutrient concentrations are among the factors responsible for triggering the algal blooms, the reports said.

Sources of pollutants
Kitubulu Bay is an open body of water at the entrance to Entebbe penisular. The main socio-economic activities are fishing, recreation, bathing, and washing by the local community. Other sources are beaches (Ssese Gateway, Café-Victoria), landing site, fish processing factories (Tampa), flower farm (Wagagai), car washing and residential establishments.

"Most detergents and fertilizers are phosphate based. Thus washing clothes or cars and bathing in the bays are a direct source of phosphorous into the lake, the report reads in part.

The report says changes in the catchment of the lake such as deforestation also leads to excessive loading of soil-bound nutrients into the lake.

The report says poor management of animal waste which end up in the lake and the use of agrochemicals within a limited crop area along the shores contribute to pollution of the lake.

The report warns that poor agricultural practices and destruction of wetlands and bush burning contributes nutrients into the lake. According to the report, high nutrient input, is also attributed to poor sanitation at landing sites and discharge of untreated municipal and industrial wastes due to lack of appropriate treatment facilities.

Impact
According to the report, no adverse health impacts were reported although a few fish kills were seen prior to the development of the bloom and during the bloom. The community at Kitinda landing site told the team that some small dead fish was observed floating and the big fish caught in the area-looked weak and stressed.

Why fish die
The report explains that increased growth of algae in water is associated with high PH (Level of acidity or alkalinity) levels between 9.0-12.5 as a result of increased photosynthesis (process by which plants make their own food).

"As more algae grow others die. The dead algae become food for bacteria that decompose it. With more food available, the bacteria increases in number and use up the dissolved oxygen in the water. When the dissolved oxygen in the water decreases many fish and acquatic (water) organisms cannot survive," the report reads. The report warns that algae clog filters at a water treatment plant thus increasing water treatment costs.

Recommendations
The report recommends establishment of water treatment plants by all factories and municipal towns to reduce pollutant loads into the lake. This should apply to Tampa and other factories along the lake Victoria shorelines, the report notes. It says once a lake has an established water bloom, it is very difficult to reverse the trend.

________________________________________________________________________

LE MONDE :L'Italie menacée de catastrophe écologique par sa gestion des déchets

28.04.07 

ROME CORRESPONDANT 

L'Italie est priée de mettre rapidement de l'ordre dans la gestion de ses déchets. Tel est le sens de la décision rendue jeudi 26 avril par la Cour européenne de justice. Les juges de Luxembourg ont donné raison à la Commission européenne, qui avait lancé en 2003 une procédure d'infraction contre l'Italie pour non-respect de trois directives concernant la récolte et le traitement des déchets.

L'instance judiciaire européenne a rejeté le recours introduit par le gouvernement italien, estimant que "le bien-fondé des carences attribuées à la République italienne ressort clairement du dossier". Pour la Cour, "il est incontestable qu'il y avait sur le territoire italien (au moment de la procédure lancée par Bruxelles) un nombre considérable de décharges dont les gestionnaires n'avaient pas garanti le recyclage ou l'enfouissement des déchets de manière telle à ne pas mettre en danger la santé de l'homme et l'environnement".
Comme la Commission, les juges européens s'appuient sur les statistiques du Corps forestier d'Etat italien : 4 866 décharges illégales avaient été recensées en 2002 dans la Péninsule, dont 705 contenaient des déchets dangereux sans aucun contrôle.

Rien n'a été fait pour une remise en ordre avant le 16 juillet 2002 comme l'avait souhaité la Commission, d'où la procédure d'infraction ouverte à l'époque contre Rome. Avec cet arrêt de la Cour de justice, l'Italie s'expose à une nouvelle procédure, assortie cette fois de pénalités financières. Entre-temps, la situation ne s'est pas améliorée. "L'urgence déchets" est à nouveau déclenchée en Campanie, la région de Naples étant la plus touchée par le phénomène des décharges clandestines de déchets urbains et industriels, la plupart aux mains de la criminalité organisée (Le Monde du 25 avril). Le retard italien en matière de tri sélectif et pour la mise en place de filières de recyclage concerne de nombreuses régions, notamment dans le Sud (Sicile, Calabre, Pouilles, etc.), où la gestion des déchets est depuis plusieurs années sous administration spéciale.

Une situation d'engorgement et de pollution que la région de Rome commence à redouter : "Les images de la Campanie, avec des montagnes de déchets le long des routes ou dans des dépôts temporaires, peuvent devenir une réalité à court terme dans le Latium", a déclaré, vendredi 27 avril, Primo Mastrantoni, dirigeant de l'Association pour les droits des usagers et des consommateurs.

Ce cri d'alarme faisait écho à une lettre ouverte du président de la région, Piero Marrazzo (centre-gauche) à Romano Prodi, pour se plaindre "des retards injustifiables" du ministère de l'environnement pour approuver le plan régional sur les déchets. A cause de ces atermoiements, explique-t-il, "la situation pourrait prendre une tournure d'une extrême gravité". Dans le Latium, un plan lancé en 1993 prévoyait en particulier la construction d'incinérateurs et des investissements en matière de tri sélectif et de recyclage. Il n'a jamais été suivi d'effets.

Le poids de la criminalité environnementale, estimé à 23 milliards d'euros par le dernier rapport de l'association écologiste Legambiente sur les éco-mafias, a poussé le gouvernement à adopter, le 24 avril, un projet de loi visant à introduire la notion de délit écologique dans le code pénal italien. Les sanctions sont alourdies pour les pollueurs et les trafiquants de déchets, qui encourront, si le texte est adopté par le Parlement, jusqu'à cinq ans de prison, voire dix ans en cas de catastrophe écologique

________________________________________________________________________ 

LE MONDE :L'épandange de fer dans l'océan ne favoriserait pas l'absorption de CO2 par le plancton

27.04.07 

Ce n'est, sans doute, pas un hasard. A l'approche de la réunion du Groupe intergouvernemental d'experts sur l'évolution du climat (GIEC), qui doit s'ouvrir, le 30 avril, à Bangkok (Thaïlande), la revue Nature a publié, jeudi 26 avril, des travaux disqualifiant les techniques visant à atténuer le changement climatique par "fertilisation" artificielle des océans. Or le troisième et dernier volet du rapport 2007 que s'apprêtent à discuter les experts du GIEC concerne, précisément, les mesures techniques d'atténuation du réchauffement - dont pourrait faire partie la "fertilisation" océanique.

De quoi s'agit-il ? De répandre du fer dans certaines régions de l'océan afin d'y favoriser la croissance du phytoplancton. Le fer est en effet nécessaire au métabolisme du plancton végétal. Et plus celui-ci prospère, plus il fixe de carbone sous forme organique. Ces microalgues marines en absorbent ainsi une quantité annuelle estimée à 60 milliards de tonnes. Peut-on doper artificiellement cette valeur pour éponger les émissions humaines ?

"Donnez-moi un demi-conteneur de fer et je vous donnerai un âge glaciaire", disait l'océanographe américain John Marin (1935-1993). Les travaux publiés par Nature montrent que rien n'est moins sûr. Car, pour que le stockage de carbone soit effectif et durable, il est nécessaire que la biomasse produite plonge vers le plancher océanique.

PROCESSUS D'OXYDATION
Des océanographes ont étudié l'efficacité du piégeage de carbone dans l'océan Austral, au large des îles Kerguelen, dans une zone bénéficiant d'une fertilisation en fer naturelle et massive. Ils ont ensuite pu comparer ces données à celles obtenues lors d'expériences de fertilisation artificielle. Leurs résultats indiquent que la fertilisation de main d'homme est globalement 10 à 100 fois moins efficace que les processus naturels pour stocker durablement le carbone.

Cette "inefficacité" est, en partie au moins, à attribuer aux différentes formes chimiques de fer mises à disposition du phytoplancton. "Ce qu'on utilise lors des expériences de fertilisation est généralement du sulfate de fer, explique Stéphane Blain (Laboratoire d'océanographie et de biogéochimie, CNRS-université de la Méditerranée), principal auteur de ces travaux. Les formes naturelles, encore mal connues, sont beaucoup plus complexes et peuvent, par exemple, être liées à des molécules organiques. En outre, d'autres nutriments interviennent dans la floraison du phytoplancton, ajoute M. Blain, en particulier des nitrates, des phosphates et des silicates qu'il est impossible d'apporter artificiellement en raison des quantités considérables qu'ils représentent."
Autre reproche adressé au procédé : "Nous ne connaissons pas ses effets secondaires, poursuit le chercheur. Les tenants de ces procédés assurent que ces effets sont nuls puisque l'ajout de fer ne ferait qu'imiter la nature... Or on voit bien, avec ces travaux, que, dans ce domaine au moins, on a beaucoup de mal à imiter la nature."
Même si elle se révélait efficace, la fertilisation pourrait ainsi susciter des scénarios inattendus. Par exemple, certains scientifiques redoutent que l'accumulation de biomasse au fond des océans ne favorise des processus appauvrissant les eaux profondes en oxygène. Ce qui aiderait au développement de bactéries capables de dégrader les nitrates en émettant d'importantes quantités de protoxyde d'azote (N2O).

________________________________________________________________________

AFP:US recognizes warming threat but drags feet on remedies 

By Fanny Carrier Sun Apr 29, 10:16 PM ET 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - As the world's largest emitter of carbon-dioxide, the United States has shrugged off blame for global warming and continues to question recommended methods for slowing down the trend. 

The administration of US 
President George W. Bush has long rejected the role of human activity on the phenomenon, even as experts estimate that one quarter of the heat-trapping pollutants in the atmosphere come from US sources.

However, a steady stream of pressure from international experts, public opinion, the new Democratic majority in Congress and even the Supreme Court has chipped away at that stance.

In early April, the United States acknowledged the alarming diagnosis of global warming and its potential disastrous consequences after the release of a report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the 
United Nations's top authority on global warming which meets this week in Bangkok to discuss measures to take in response.

Bush, criticized around the world for his refusal in 2001 to ratify the Kyoto Protocol aimed at reducing greenhouse-gas emissions, saying it would hurt the US economy, now says he takes global warming "very seriously."

But he has not accepted any measures other than incentives, particularly ones that favor biofuels, to fight it.

In Congress, former US vice president-turned-environment crusader 
Al Gore has received a warm welcome. Hearings on the subject have increased and a draft law aimed at combating the phenomenon is up for debate this summer.

However, lawmakers remain uncertain how to tackle the matter.

Even though the United States is responsible for 25 percent of the world's greenhouse gases, only some states like California have taken initiatives to reduce pollution.

Bush refuses to consider any measure that could harm the growth of the US economy or threaten jobs. He reasons that economic prosperity is the only sure way to be able to address the consequences of global warming and finance the development of cleaner technologies, which tend to be more costly.

His administration also believes that any domestic initiatives will be useless as long as China, the world's second-biggest polluter, and India are not also forced to limit emissions.

But the US public is increasingly eager for some movement on global warming, even if it means denting economic growth or forcing automakers to downsize their vehicles in a land where sports-utility vehicles and big cars reign, a recent poll suggested.

Fifty-two percent of respondents in a New York Times/CBS News poll published Friday said the environment should come first, compared with 36 percent who said the economy should.

Ninety-two percent said they would agree with regulations that would require automakers to make more fuel-efficient cars, but few wanted cuts to affect them directly -- just 20 percent were in favor of a gasoline tax aimed at limiting consumption.

A report released in mid-April by a panel of retired US admirals and generals framed the issue in a different way, arguing that global climate change presented a serious national security threat.

The study described climate change as a potential "threat multiplier" in already fragile regions of the world, exacerbating impoverished and corrupt conditions that lead to failed states, "the breeding grounds for extremism and terrorism," and further straining US military resources.

________________________________________________________________________

AFP:Top global scientists gather on climate change 

by Charlotte McDonald-Gibson 2 hours, 35 minutes ago 

BANGKOK (AFP) - The world's leading climate change experts met Monday in Bangkok with a warning that now is the time to act to help save the planet from the worst effects of global warming. 

At least 400 scientists and experts from about 120 countries are attending the third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming.

Two reports issued earlier this year by the same UN panel warned that the Earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease.

"We look forward to very fruitful days ahead of us, so at the end of the week, we can declare we are part of the solution, not part of the problem," said Ogunlade Davidson, co-chair of the meeting.

The third report the experts plan to release Friday will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy.

"The time to act is now... Global warming is increasingly becoming a hot agenda that requires harmonised cooperation from all nations," Chartree Chueyprasit, one of Thailand's top environment officials, told the opening of the meeting.

Exactly what action to take, and how much it will cost, is expected to be the subject of fierce debate during the closed-door meeting.

Environmental groups say the 
European Union -- which has pledged to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent by 2020 -- is likely to face off with the United States and China, the world's biggest carbon polluters.

An early draft of the panel's report, seen by AFP, says that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing greenhouse gas emissions already exist.

Renewable energy, nuclear power, bio-fuels and reforestation are all in the mix, but a spokesman for the UN Environment Programme said much of the draft report would end up on the cutting room floor.

"It's likely to be completely rewritten," UNEP spokesman Michael Williams said.

"It's quite natural that (when) you have 120 people looking at a text that other people have written, they are going to go through it and try and put it into their own language," he added.

Sticking points at the Bangkok meeting could include taxes and caps on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and any references to the Kyoto Protocol, which US 
President George W. Bush abandoned after he took office.

Any mention of nuclear energy in the final report would incur the wrath of many environmental groups.

"Nuclear is a big issue and it is trying to make a comeback and posing as an alternative, a solution, to climate change," said Abigail Gay Jabines, climate campaigner for environment group Greenpeace.

"In fact it is not an option. It never is an option."

The 24-page draft summary says the cost of cutting greenhouse gas emissions could be modest, with better fuel efficiency, subsidies for renewable energy and more energy-efficient buildings on the table.

One of the key issues set to be hotly debated is a so-called carbon price -- finding a way to make consumers and businesses pay for the pollution they create. 

The findings of the report, which stops short of making recommendations, will be used by governments and international organisations to map out their own plans for preventing worst-case climate scenarios. 

"The IPCC plays an incredibly important role in the political negotiations so people can point and say 'look, this is what is going to happen in 50 years, these are the options available for us to take actions,'" said Williams. 

The findings will also play a key role in Kyoto negotiations, which will take place in December on the Indonesian island of Bali.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: UN: we have the money and know-how to stop global warming
Report obtained by the Guardian spells out strategy to reverse climate change 

David Adam, environment correspondent

Saturday April 28, 2007

Global climate change experts will this week lay out a detailed plan to save the planet from the catastrophic effects of rising temperatures. Climate change could be stopped in its tracks using existing technology, but only if politicians do more to force businesses and individuals to take action.

The UN study will conclude that mankind has the knowhow to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions by as much as 26bn tonnes by 2030 - more than enough to limit the expected temperature rise across the planet to 2-3C.

Such a move would cost the world economy billions of pounds over the next two decades, but this could be recouped by savings due to the health benefits of lower levels of air pollution.

Cheaper solutions could bring down emissions to 1990 levels, but that would still see average temperatures rise by as much as 4C this century, with devastating consequences for wildlife, agriculture and the availability of water.

Measures

The report, from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), will say a range of measures can be introduced across the energy supply, transport, buildings, agriculture and forestry, industry and waste sectors. The best way to limit future emissions is to focus on clean development in developing countries.

The report, the third this year from the IPCC, looks at ways to tackle global warming and is due to be released in Bangkok on Friday. The previous two reports analysed the science of climate change and its likely impacts. Together, the three reports will underpin international negotiations on a new treaty to regulate greenhouse gas emissions to replace the Kyoto protocol.

The summary of the new report, a draft of which has been obtained by the Guardian, says: "It is technically and economically feasible to stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere ... provided that incentives are in place to further develop and implement a range of mitigation technologies."

It says global emissions need to peak "within the next two decades" and that the problem is now more serious and requires "more stringent mitigation" than when the IPCC last reported in 2001.

Reductions

Rachel Warren, of the Cambridge University's Centre for Climate Change Mitigation Research who helped to write the report, said: "We have to reduce our emissions, and the technology to do that already exists or can be commercialised in the coming decades. We need governments, businesses and individuals to be pulling together in the same direction."

The final wording of Friday's report will be hammered out during the coming week by scientists and government officials, who must approve it before its release. Publication of the second IPCC report in Brussels earlier this month was delayed after all-night discussions that saw several scientists walk out in protest at what they viewed as political interference.

This week's talks could see similar scenes, particularly as it deals with the political hot potato of how world governments should act together to bring down emissions. The US has lobbied for research into futuristic technology such as giant sunlight-blocking mirrors in space as "insurance", an idea which the draft summary dismisses as "largely speculative, uncosted and with potential for unknown side effects".

The report says that taking "optimal" mitigation measures might by 2030 stabilise greenhouse-gas concentrations in the atmosphere at 445 to 534 parts per million, up from an estimated 430 ppm today.

It indicates that stabilising concentrations relatively quickly at 450 ppm - an unlikely scenario - could still limit the temperature rise to 2C above pre-industrial temperatures, which scientists say could avert severe damage. Achieving the 445-534 ppm range could cost up to 3% of global gross domestic product (GDP) over two decades, the draft says.

Technology

Geoffrey Levermore, an expert in housing emissions at Manchester University and another author on the report, said: "With current technology, new technology and new policies, we can do this, but we might not be as prosperous. If someone has to cycle more rather than using the car, perhaps they might not be so productive."

The report says that different technologies will be better suited to different regions, but that energy efficiency will play a key role for all. Greater use of renewable energy, nuclear power and biofuels will be needed to stabilise emissions, while protecting the world's forests could offer a more "cost-effective" solution.

And it calls for the wider use of technology to capture carbon dioxide spewed from power stations and store it underground, known as carbon capture and storage (CCS). The draft says: "A critical issue is how quickly new coal plants are going to be equipped with CCS, because retrofitting power plants with CCS later is economically unattractive." Energy companies in the developing world are building a handful of "capture ready" power stations, which can be adapted when the CCS technology is ready, but hundreds of plants being built throughout China and India are not so advanced and there will be no way to constrain their pollution.

Coordination

Jim Watson, an energy policy researcher at Sussex University, said: "A lot of the plants that are being built and discussed in China are not up to the highest standards because they are being built by regional governments and utilities, and there isn't much coordination from the centre."

He added: "Generally it's hard to see a lot of concrete moves in the right direction. The technology menu is going to be broadly similar, and the question is are we any further towards getting it deployed?"

One of the most controversial findings of the report is likely to be its discussion of the various strategies international governments could take - the US has refused to adopt binding targets agreed under Kyoto and is resisting attempts to discuss a replacement, preferring voluntary agreements.

The draft report says such voluntary agreements are not effective, but it also raises questions about the success of Kyoto-style treaties based on targets and carbon trading. It says the best approach is to tie development to investment in clean technology.

Catherine Pearce, international climate campaigner with Friends of the Earth, said: "We hope that this report will push governments to take action, by demonstrating that the policies, measures and sustainable energy technologies are readily available. We have no time to lose, and no excuses for further inaction."

Sector by sector

Transport

Despite breakthroughs in cleaner options, such as hybrid cars, the sector is the fastest growing source of emissions, the report says. It highlights emerging technologies such as cars powered by hydrogen fuel cells and biofuels. Some campaigners warn that increasing use of biofuels could worsen problems such as food shortages, as farmers scramble to meet demand. The IPCC suggests this could be eased by a switch to biofuels made from waste cellulose. The report says government policies such as mandatory carbon dioxide emission standards are crucial, but that hikes in car tax, fuel duty and moves such as road pricing will be less effective as incomes rise. Better public transport can make a significant contribution.

Potential saving by 2030 (million tonnes carbon dioxide equivalent): 3,200

Industry

Industry offers the largest potential savings, although the report acknowledges: "Their implementation requires a stable policy environment that is respecting international competitiveness and includes measures for stimulating technology uptake." The IPCC suggests new controls on industrial pollutants such as methane, nitrous oxide and the chemicals HFCs and PFCs, all potent greenhouse gases. It also says there are big savings for firms who invest in more efficient use of fuels, materials and electricity, combined heat and power systems, and recycling. Heavily polluting industries could benefit from new process technologies that avoid carbon and are expected to come on-stream beyond 2015, it says.

Potential savings: 6,500

Energy supply

More efficient supply, renewable sources, shifts from coal to less polluting gas and nuclear power will play a role in the short to medium term, the IPCC report says. Managing such a transition requires "active policy involvement" such as reducing subsidies for fossil fuels while helping cleaner technology with renewable quotas for power companies and subsidies. The EU has pledged to generate 20% of all energy from renewable sources by 2020. The report says concern over energy security, combined with the development of power infrastructure in the developing world, creates an opportunity to reduce emissions cheaply.

Potential savings: 5,100

Agriculture and forestry

Soils, trees and vegetation provide an important carbon store, and the report says improved land and forestry management offer some of the easiest and cheapest emission savings. "Many options are immediately deployable, do not reduce productivity and have co-benefits," it says. More efficient fertiliser use and better care of crop and grazing land are good too. On forestry, some 65% of the potential carbon savings are in the tropics, and the report says a "combination of afforestation, avoided deforestation and agro-forestry" is the best approach. One major sticking point is whether developing nations such as Brazil and Costa Rica should be paid not to chop down their virgin rainforest.

Potential savings: 6,000

Buildings

Low-cost measures to improve the energy efficiency of buildings could save greenhouse gas emissions and money, the report says. It recommends countries should follow the examples of Germany and Switzerland and force through policies to cut emissions from housing. Appliance standards, building codes, better labelling and procurement procedures for the private sector have worked to cut pollution. Geoffrey Levermore, buildings expert at Manchester University who helped write the report, said: "There's no blue sky technology to revolutionise this industry by giving us a little matchbox that will provide all the energy for your house, but if the right policies are implemented, there are some real savings to be made."

Potential savings: 4,400

Waste

The IPCC says post-consumer waste, such as plastic bags, generates less than 5% of global emissions, but that the rubbish sector can still help to tackle global warming. Recovering methane from landfill sites in the developing world generates more than 15% of carbon credits traded under the Kyoto protocol. Waste management is a key component of wider moves toward sustainable development, it says. Unlike some sectors, the technologies available to reduce emissions from waste are "mature and readily deployable". It adds: "Recycling and waste minimisation provide indirect greenhouse gas mitigation benefits via the conservation of raw materials, and energy from waste offsets fossil fuel consumption."

Potential saving: 1,250

________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu: Finding the money in going green 
London has become a world centre for clean technology companies  

U.S. firms ashamed of the country's lack of green targets clamour to join THE U.K.-listed exchange 

SUDDENLY, IT seems being green is not a regulatory burden business has to put up with, but a competitive advantage. It's all the rage for companies to boast they are doing their bit for the environment, from cutting back on handing out plastic bags to claiming lower greenhouse gas emissions than their rivals. 

Few, however, can match the experience of Climate Exchange, the Aim listed company that has seen its share price soar from £3.32 this time last year to £13 today, bringing a market value in excess of £500 m. Not bad for a company which, though it can clearly turn investors' heads, has only just turned a profit. 

So what makes Climate Exchange so attractive? The company describes itself as the world's leading specialist exchange for trading emissions and environmental products. Behind that rather grandiose title are exchanges in London and Chicago that allow companies to trade rights to emit greenhouse gases — carbon dioxide in Europe, carbon dioxide and sulphur and nitrogen oxides in the U.S. 

On the European side of the Atlantic the operation is underpinned by the European Union's emissions trading scheme. In the U.S. the position is more complex. There, sulphur contracts have been traded since the 1990s as part of the battle against acid rain under legislation brought in by George Bush senior. That seems ironic in the light of the indifference to climate change in the current White House, which has failed to introduce a statutory federal scheme to underpin carbon trading and match the European regime. 

Climate Exchange has benefited from this lack of leadership, which has left many American corporations embarrassed at the lack of action and pressing the administration to do something sooner rather than later. Corporate America is signing up for voluntary arrangements through Climate Exchange's Chicago arm. 

Neil Eckert, its chief executive, believes this has been very good for Britain and allowed it to become the world centre for this type of trading. ``We are not the only clean technology company on Aim,'' he said. 

"London has become a world centre for clean technology companies. The U.S. has been bypassed. The U.K. is really in the forefront of what is going on.'' 

Europe's trading system has its critics. First time round, emission levels were too generous, countries had little problem meeting their targets and the price of carbon collapsed. 

This time the European commission is taking a tougher line. Some worry that the position after 2012, when the current phase ends, is unclear; others think Europe is sticking its neck out in paying the price of curbing pollution while the U.S. has yet to sign up for Kyoto; and others still argue that companies should not be given any carbon allocations free but should have to bid for them. 

But the market is growing - fast. Earlier this month Climate Exchange said daily volume on its European arm was up by 233 per cent. The Chicago Climate Exchange turned in an even more stellar performance with volumes up more than 600 per cent. It is heady stuff, but investors including the U.S. investment bank Goldman Sachs are clearly expecting plenty more to come. 

They may be right. Henrik Hasselknippe, a senior analyst at Point Carbon, the Oslo-based energy and carbon market research organisation, believes developments in Europe, the U.S. and elsewhere point to the growth of a global carbon market. He acknowledges there were weaknesses in the first round of the EU's emissions trading scheme but "they will have been mended in time for 2008'' when the second phase kicks in. 

In the U.S., according to Mr Hasselknippe, there are developments at a number of levels. California, Oregon and states in the industrial north-east are beginning to bring in their own rules. 

Big companies, faced with a patchwork of regulation, are now pressing for a joined-up approach. 

Earlier this month the supreme court ruled greenhouse gases were air pollutants under the U.S. Clean air legislation. 

``The one level that is missing is the White House,'' said Mr Hasselknippe. He draws a parallel between the development of carbon trading in the U.S. and the earlier establishment of a regime covering sulphur and nitrous oxides, which itself provided the model for the European emissions trading progamme. Though Europe has signalled it is prepared to carry on unilaterally with its carbon trading scheme, "there is increasing global pressure for greenhouse gas reduction and carbon trading will play a central role in that.'' 

Unsurprisingly, Neil Eckert, chief executive of Climate Exchange, agrees. He believes market-based "cap and trade'' schemes are more effective than either a command and control approach or taxation. 

If governments' plans to cut greenhouse gas emissions over the coming decades reach fruition, trading environmental permits will be the biggest business in global commodity markets, he said. 

Mr. Eckert believes that factors such as the Stern report and the former U.S. Vice-President Al Gore's campaign have alerted investors to the growing political consensus behind efforts to battle climate change, and the role of carbon trading in that struggle.

MARK MILNER IN LONDON

________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Croatia ratifies Kyoto Protocol 

29 April 2007 | 10:10 | Source: AP  

ZAGREB -- Croatia's parliament on Friday ratified the Kyoto Protocol, which commits nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

The former Yugoslav country that hopes to join mainstream Europe in 2009 signed the Kyoto treaty in 1999, but held off ratification until getting approval last year for a higher limit of annual carbon dioxide emissions. 

Without the higher limit, ``our economic progress would be slowed down significantly,'' said Nikola Ruzinski, a state secretary in the Environmental Ministry. 

Instead of 31.12 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions per year, the limit for Croatia _ as a transitional country whose economy is still recovering after the war in the 1990's was set at 34.62 million tons. 

Under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, 35 nations and the European Community pledged to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases that contribute to global warming to 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. 

Ruzinski said Croatia is expected to become a European Union member by 2012 _ and it would therefore join the EU plan, approved in February, to trim gas emissions by at least 20 percent from 1990 levels by 2020. 

Some parliament deputies warned, however, that despite its pledges, Croatia has failed to develop the production of biofuel despite being a largely agricultural country and therefore having the prerequisites for doing so. 

Among the industrialized nations, only Australia and the United States which is responsible for about one quarter of the world's greenhouse emissions have not ratified the Kyoto treaty. Washington claims it would hurt its industries. 

________________________________________________________________________

Chicago Tribune: Warming to the challenge of climate change
Having helped seize the world's attention on global warming, a UN expert is uniquely placed to map the fight against it

By Laurie Goering

Tribune foreign correspondent

April 29, 2007

NEW DELHI -- Rajendra Pachauri grew up in the foothills of the Himalayas, spending quiet winters contemplating the snowy mountains that loomed near his home. The beauty, he says, changed him.

"It never leaves you," he said recently, shifting for a moment in a chair in his crowded urban office in New Delhi. "It creates a deep impact on your thinking and your very psyche. When you see the destruction of nature, it bothers you."

Pachauri, an engineer, scientist and economist, now finds himself in a unique position to try to save what he loves. As chairman of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the top body of climate change scientists in the world, he is overseeing the creation of a series of reports this year that are rapidly moving global warming -- and man's role in causing it -- into the realm of accepted reality.

The first report, released in February, concluded that rising average temperatures are almost certainly the result of human activity and that hotter weather will persist for centuries no matter how much progress is made in reducing emissions of greenhouse gases.

The second report, released this month, explored the expected impact of climate change, from massive flooding that could displace millions in low-lying river deltas to changing agricultural patterns, more intense storms and less availability of fresh water in many parts of the world.

A third scientific paper, due next month, will look at the potential to mitigate effects of climate change.

The reports have helped push what had been a slowly simmering concern in many parts of the world to the forefront.

"I'm amazed. I can't believe it," Pachauri said. "I never thought these reports being released would create so much interest."

The reaction has brought a deep satisfaction for the 66-year-old former railway engineer and energy specialist who dates his belief that humans have been warming the Earth back to the late 1980s. In 1988, a particularly hot U.S. summer sparked for the first time U.S. Senate hearings on the possibility that humans were contributing to global warming.

Intrigued, Pachauri used his position as head of the Energy and Resources Institute, a not-for-profit research group in New Delhi, to organize in 1989 the first major climate change conference focused on developing countries. After hearing evidence from the world's top climate change experts, "I was totally convinced," he said.

Early signs were hopeful

For a time, it looked as if worries about global warming might lead to action. India's then-Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi made a major international speech in 1989 calling for a planet protection fund to help address the issue. At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, climate change was a big focus. And by 1997, the Kyoto Protocol, a UN framework for cutting greenhouse gas emissions by big-polluting developed countries, was created.

But the U.S. Senate never ratified the Kyoto Protocol, and without the participation of the world's biggest polluter, the effort lagged. Economists charged that trying to cut greenhouse gases would slow economies and cost too many jobs. Slowly, the momentum disappeared, and "there's been a sliding back ever since, unfortunately," Pachauri said.

That is now changing, in part because many countries are seeing the early effects of climate change -- and worrying about what's coming up.

According to the UN panel's latest report, India could see crop yields fall by 30 percent by 2050, a potential disaster in a nation of a billion people where many are malnourished. Coastal deltas in India, Bangladesh and other nations could see major flooding as sea levels rise and snowmelt rushes down from the Himalayas. Growing populations and higher standards of living, combined with effects of climate change, mean more than a billion people in Asia will likely be short of fresh water by 2050, the report says.

India's government, however, has done little to plan for the expected problems, beyond a recent pledge to set up an expert advisory panel on climate change. On a scale of 1 to 10, Pachauri gives India's government a 0.5 for its efforts so far.

"As far as adaptation goes, we have done nothing. This is my anguish, that we're not even looking at these issues seriously," Pachauri said.

Burden falls on poor nations

With the right political will and public policy, Pachauri said, he is confident the world can develop technology to deal with the effects of global warming. He points to the German government's decision to offer financial incentives for wind farms, an enticement that has led to larger and more efficient wind turbines.

He thinks the United States could cut its output of greenhouse gases simply by introducing a carbon tax to gradually increase the price of gasoline and other fossil fuels, wean drivers off their SUVs and give Americans incentives to conserve energy or find non-polluting sources of it.

"We overstate this fear about loss of jobs and loss of economic growth. It's exaggerated," he said.

Around the world, "the average man on the street has to understand the reality of climate change, what the implications of this are going to be, and the solutions," he said. "You don't want to create a sense of helplessness."

Newly confident that people are finally paying attention to climate change, Pachauri is trying to shift the debate's focus to a concern he finds particularly frustrating: equity.

The world's biggest polluters -- most of them rich and developed nations -- are predicted to suffer relatively little from the global warming they have created, in part because they can afford the technology to adapt. Many poorer nations in Asia and Africa, however, will likely suffer dramatically even though they have created almost none of the pollution that is causing the problem.

"The problem is caused by a certain group of countries, and the worst impacts will be felt by another group of countries," said Pachauri, who said he hopes to see a system set up to spread the financial burden. "There's a lot of unfairness."

Robert Watson, Pachauri's predecessor as head of the UN climate change panel, calls his Indian colleague's work on the new reports "very, very solid." But Pachauri's developing-world background, Watson said, makes him well-positioned to negotiate on issues like equity.

Turning out four major UN climate change reports this year -- the last will be a synthesis of the first three -- has left Pachauri little time for anything but work. Trapped behind piles of paperwork on his desk, he no longer takes even Sundays off ("My family has more or less given up on me," he says) and hasn't been up to his beloved mountains in more than a year.

But faced with a phenomenon that could alter the face of the world -- even art and poetry will have to change when the snowcaps disappear, he notes -- he believes the work is crucial.

"I've always been optimistic," he said. "If public opinion reaches a point where a large number of people are convinced this is a serious problem and should be tackled, maybe you'll start seeing action."

- - -

Changing climate, changing mind-sets

Three things Rajendra Pachauri wants you to know about climate change:

1. Persuading polluters to pay for the damage they cause elsewhere, in the interest of helping those worst affected, will be a major challenge in coming decades. "Burden sharing is a very complex issue, and frankly I don't see much sign of it happening yet," Pachauri says.

2. Technology may ultimately resolve the challenges of a changing climate, but it must be fueled by political will and policy, he said. "You can develop the best technology in the world, but if prices of gasoline and [inefficient] cars remain where they are, people are going to merrily continue running their SUVs and filling up the tank and not bothering about it," he says.

3. Climate change won't necessarily create unmanageable disaster if people begin now to plan how to prepare and adapt. "People are resilient. Confronted with [problems] they'll find ways of managing them, provided they don't come as a sudden shock."

________________________________________________________________________

The Observer (UK):UN facing a backlash on emissions action plan 

Environmental groups go on the attack as world experts reveal proposals to tackle climate change

Amelia Hill, Juliette Jowit and Robin McKie

Sunday April 29, 2007

Observer (UK)

The world's leading climate change experts will this week outline highly controversial plans to save the world from global warming. Their proposals - which include a major expansion in nuclear power, the use of GM crops to boost biofuel production, and reliance on unproven technologies, including the underground storage of carbon dioxide - will put the UN's climate group on a collision course with a host of environmental groups. 

The proposals for saving the planet are outlined in a draft version of 'Mitigation of Climate Change' by the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). This is the third part of the panel's 2007 analysis of global warming. Previous reports have focused on the science of climate change and its likely impacts. The third and final report concentrates on measures that can be taken to save the Earth from the worst, most catastrophic effects of rising temperatures triggered by the pumping of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 

A draft version, which has been obtained by The Observer, will be debated by UN climate experts this week, and a final version will be published on Friday. It is clear that experts now believe the situation is desperately urgent. 

'Global emissions must peak,' states the draft report. 'Mitigation efforts over the next two or three decades will determine the long-term global temperature increase.' 

Crucially the IPCC panel insists that it is 'technically and economically' feasible to stabilise greenhouse emissions - but only if countries are prepared to pay the extra costs of transforming everything from energy supply networks to agriculture to waste. By 2030, the report estimates that the cost of stabilising greenhouse gases at levels that are considered the maximum for avoiding catastrophic climate change would cost between 0.2 and 0.6 per cent of global wealth. 

As well as plans for more nuclear power, genetically modified biofuels and carbon capture and storage, the report sets out a vision of the future that is a mixture of existing policies, such as energy efficiency and renewable energy from wind and wave farms, and more futuristic ideas for hydrogen car fleets and 'intelligent' buildings which can control energy use. In addition, the report makes it clear that both developed countries, including the United States, and developing nations, in particular India and China, will have to play major roles. 

Last night Tony Juniper, executive director of the environmental pressure group Friends of the Earth, said far more fundamental lifestyle changes were needed than had been considered by the UN group. 'Simply replacing one set of technologies with another set of technologies won't work, especially when there are such big downsides with some of them,' he said. Nuclear reactors are dangerous and land clearance and chemical pesticides and fertilisers used to grow fuel crops can cause huge environmental damage, he added. 'Structural change to the economy, behaviour change and culture change - those have to be elements in a world of decarbonisation,' said Juniper. 

However, other groups criticised the IPCC for not being sufficiently robust in its support for technological fixes to the world's climate problems. Bruno Comby, president of Environmentalists for Nuclear Energy, said nuclear power should provide an even bigger proportion of energy than that envisaged by the UN scientists and politicians. 'Nuclear is not the only solution, but it's the biggest solution,' he said. 

The news of the IPCC's controversial plans comes as Britain continues to bask in exceptionally hot weather. Yesterday the Met Office released figures which showed this month will be the warmest April for more than 140 years. The average temperature for the past month has been 11.1C (51.9F), beating the previous record of 10.6C (51F) set in 1865. 

Met Office figures also indicate that the past 12 months have been the warmest in 10 years, with average figures of 11.6C. Experts at the Met Office's Hadley Centre in Exeter, Devon - which undertakes research on climate change - said this was consistent with global warming predictions. 'The effects of temperature rise are being experienced on a global scale,' said Dr Debbie Hemming. 'Many of the regions that are projected to experience the largest climate changes are already vulnerable to environmental stress from resource shortages, rapid urbanisation, population rise and industrial development.' 

________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press: Climate change talks grow in importance 

By CHARLES J. HANLEY, AP Special CorrespondentSat Apr 28, 4:39 PM ET 

NEW YORK -- As the world warms and scientists' warnings grow urgent, climate negotiators are counting down toward make-or-break talks later this year, hoping for progress on a long-term deal to sharply reduce greenhouse-gas emissions.

Experts are beginning to fear, however, that as time runs down the best that can be hoped for may be an extension of the relatively weak Kyoto Protocol, due to expire in 2012. The alternative is a world without any carbon-reduction rules at all.

The year's bad news on climate change is coming in installments.

In February, a U.N.-sponsored scientific network reported that unabated global warming would produce a far different planet by 2100, from rising seas, drought and other factors. In early April, the scientists said animal and plant life was already being disrupted.

In the third installment, coming Friday in Bangkok, Thailand, the authoritative panel is expected to say the world could still head off severe damage if all countries act urgently, with the best policies and technology, to rein in carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping emissions ? an improbable scenario.

There are signs of movement. In March, the European Union formally committed to at least a 20-percent cut in emissions, below 1990 levels, by 2020. The Democrats newly in control of Congress are pushing for mandatory caps on U.S. emissions. China is talking more seriously about controls.

"There's a lot happening. Whether that translates into a change in negotiating positions is a complicated story," said Leon Charles, a veteran negotiator for the Caribbean nation of Grenada who will have a lead role in the upcoming talks.

The key complication is a "you first" standoff between the United States, on one side, and China and the developing world on the other.

President Bush, who is expected to veto any Democratic effort to reduce carbon emissions, rejects the Kyoto Protocol and its mandatory cutbacks, complaining they would hobble the U.S. economy and should have applied to China, India and other industrializing countries that were exempted because they're poorer.

China, meanwhile, isn't expected to submit to an international regime unless the U.S. takes on a major commitment. It points to the fact that its per-capita emissions of carbon dioxide, byproduct of power plants, automobiles and other fossil fuel-burning sources, has stood at less than one-sixth the American per-person emissions.

"Prematurely" committing to mandatory cutbacks could keep China from climbing out of its poverty, the Beijing government said in a climate report April 23.

The Kyoto pact, a 1997 annex to a 1992 U.N. climate treaty, requires 35 industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions by, on average, 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. But specialists say 50-percent reductions will be needed to stabilize concentrations of the global-warming gases in the atmosphere.

The annual U.N. climate conferences ? this year's is in December in Bali, Indonesia ? have made no real progress toward turning such deeper cuts into treaty obligations once Kyoto expires.

In a discussion forum that's a sidebar to the conference, government delegates have been talking about narrower, innovative ways for fast-developing countries like China to contribute without committing to blanket, quantified reductions.

"They could commit to a certain share of renewables," that is, a higher proportion of wind, solar or other non-carbon power sources in their energy mix, said Hermann E. Ott of Germany's Wuppertal Institute, which has conducted in-depth studies of post-Kyoto paths.

"You could also think of efficiency standards for electrical appliances," Ott said, "or measures for certain sectors ? for the steel industry, for example."

That non-negotiating forum ends this year. If, as expected, no mandate emerges in Bali to negotiate binding post-Kyoto targets, the U.N. process risks running out of time, given that it will take years to produce a new agreement and win ratification worldwide.

That would open a post-2012 gap ? a world without carbon-reduction rules ? that could wreck the emerging, Europe-centered market in trading carbon allowances among industries. The allowances would become unnecessary and worthless. 

Elliott Diringer, international strategist at Washington's private Pew Center on Climate Change, said at Bali "it may be time to think about bridging strategies," that is, extending Kyoto's limited quotas past 2012 while working on deeper cuts. 

Ott agreed a "bridge" looks ever more likely. He doesn't want to sound pessimistic, he said, but "it is important to stress that time is of the essence."

Copyright © 2007 The Associated Press
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General Environment News

Africa: Agriculture Key Player to Stop Degradation of Vital Ecosystems - Environmental Degradation Could Threaten Agricultural Productivity And Food Security

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (Rome): Agriculture offers important solutions for many of today's environmental problems, FAO said today in a report prepared for its Committee on Agriculture meeting in Rome (25-28 April 2007). "Agriculture is often responsible for environmental degradation, such as non-sustainable food production, poor fuel use, natural resource depletion and habitat exploitation. But at the same time farmers should be considered as key players in stopping degradation of vital ecosystems," said Alexander Muller, FAO Assistant Director-General. "It needs the political will to reverse the degradation of ecosystems through the change of agricultural policies, institutions and practices. Agriculture has to be at the centre stage if we want to preserve an ecological balance on which current and future generations can depend," MÃ¼ller said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270524.html
Uganda: Mabira Demo Blamed On Gov't, Mehta

The Monitor (Kampala): The government, the Mehta Group and riot police are to blame for the violence that broke out during the April 12 'Save Mabira' demonstrations in Kampala, leading to the death of five people, including an Asian national. A majority of members of the public who responded to Daily Monitor's SMS feedback question that run for over one week on who should be blamed for the riot, accused the government of "arrogance and insensitivity" to public opinion. They said by not listening, the government incited the public's wrath especially when seen in light of its apparent preferential treatment of foreign business persons. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270739.html
Uganda: Wonder Cancer Herb Found in Mabira

The Monitor (Kampala): Mabira forest reserve has trees- Prunus africana from which herbs can be obtained to treat prostate cancer, Executive Director Uganda Wildlife Authority Moses Mapesa revealed recently.

Xavier Mugumya of the National Forestry Authority (NFA) confirmed that Prunus africana locally called Ngwabuzito is spread all over Mabira but concentrated in the area sought by the Mehta group. "Prunus africana also occurs in other protected areas including Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Kibaale, Ruwenzori and Mt Elgon National Parks," he said. The plant is known to contain three groups of active components: Phytosterols (beta-sitosterol), pentacyclic triterpenoids (ursolic and oleanic acids) and ferulic esters of fatty alcohols. These are particularly the ferulic esters of docosanol and tetracosanol all of which are important for manufacturing different kinds of medicines. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270745.html
Uganda: DDT Will Be Restricted to Houses - Health

New Vision (Kampala): The health minister has assured the public that the spraying of DDT will be done carefully such that no one is endangered. Dr. Stephen Mallinga said spraying will be restricted indoors. He also dispelled fears that domestic animals will be harmed by the chemical. In a speech read by the health state minister, Dr. Richard Nduhuura, at the Africa Malaria Day in Sembabule on Wednesday, Mallinga asserted that malaria was a threat to economic development and its spread had to be checked. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270857.html
Uganda: Factories, Farms Polluting Lake Vic

The Monitor (Kampala): Studies conducted on Lake Victoria have revealed that the world's second largest fresh water lake, has been polluted by phosphorous and nitrogen. The studies conducted under the Lake Victoria Environment Management Project (LVEMP) concluded that the Lake has eutrophied.

Eutrophication means enrichment of lake or river waters with plant nutrients mainly phosphorous and nitrogen. Symptoms of eutrophication include algal scums (blooms), massive infestation by aquatic plants such as water hyacinth and depletion of oxygen in the water, which may lower the quality of water and cause death to fish. The Water Resources Department, Directorate of Water Development, Nema and the Ministry of Water and Environment compiled the technical report on algal bloom at Kitubulu, Entebbe.

Uganda: World Bank Approves Funding for Hydropower

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks : The World Bank (WB) has agreed to extend to Uganda a US$360 million loan to build a controversial 250MW hydropower station on the River Nile, according to a Bank statement issued in Kampala on Friday. The statement said the project, which has been opposed by environmentalists, would help close the country's energy gap, which the Bank said "seriously constrains social and economic development".  "Uganda's workforce is expected to double over the next 15 years, making the creation of jobs through expanded industry, tourism and commercial services critical," Judy O'Connor, the Bank's country director for Uganda, said. "These sectors are energy intensive and will therefore rely on a consistent, affordable and expanding power supply," she noted. "Bujagali [hydropower station] is an important step towards realising the needed level and quality of supply." http://allafrica.com/stories/200704290118.html
Uganda: Entebbe Denies Selling Property

New Vision (Kampala): Entebbe Municipality has dismissed reports that two housing estates, a public cemetery and a forest reserve have been sold to developers. The properties in question are Manyago and Kiwafu housing estates, Kigungu Cemetery, Kitoro Market and Kitubulu Central Forest Reserve.

"Manyago Housing Estate is still a property of Entebbe Municipal Council and the people spreading these rumours are saboteurs of development," said deputy town clerk, Amon Muzoora, during a briefing on Wednesday. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270861.html
South Africa: Environmental Literacy is a Key Concern - Pandor

BuaNews (Tshwane): The development of environmental literacy is a key concern in emerging democracies such as South Africa, Education Minister Naledi Pandor said Wednesday. "It is only when we know about environmental issues that we can consider appropriate development options and contribute to sustainable living patterns in an informed way," Ms Pandor said at the unveiling of the 2007 Old Mutual "Out of the box" environmental education programme in Johannesburg. The programme involves highlighting environmental issues and creating awareness among grade 4 to 6 scholars. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270202.html
South Africa: Plan to Protect Marine Areas From Land Activities

BuaNews (Tshwane): The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism has outlined a National Programme of Action (NPA) which aims to protect the marine environment from land-based activities.

"The development of national plans to protect marine environments is crucial as about 80 percent of all marine pollution and degradation originate from land-based sources," said the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Thursday. According to the department a recent review indicated major environmental issues in Southern Africa which include untreated sewage, coastal mining, inappropriate agricultural practices, industrial wastewater discharges and contaminated storm water. http://allafrica.com/stories/200704270201.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Times of India : Climate change experts meet in Bangkok

[30 Apr, 2007 l 0921 hrs ISTlAFP]

BANGKOK: The world's leading climate change experts on Monday gathered in Bangkok to consider how to lower greenhouse gas emissions to save the planet from the worst effects of global warming. 

At least 400 experts from about 120 countries will attend the third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming. 

Two reports issued earlier this year said the earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease. 

The third report -- the last instalment of the IPCC's biggest investigation in six years -- will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy. 

An early draft suggests that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing emissions already exist, with renewable energy, nuclear power, bio-fuels and reforestation all in the basket. 

But as wary governments lock horns on key issues, much of the draft will end up on the cutting room floor. 

"It's likely to be completely rewritten," said Michael Williams, spokesman for the United Nations Environment Programme. 

"It's quite natural that (when) you have 120 people looking at a text that other people have written, they are going to go through it and try and put it into their own language," he added.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Climate_change_experts_meet_in_Bangkok/articleshow/1977488.cms 

................................................

Sydney Morning Herald, Australia : Top global scientists gather on climate change

April 30, 2007 - 1:20PM

The world's leading climate change experts gathered in Bangkok today to consider how to lower greenhouse gas emissions to save the planet from the worst effects of global warming.

At least 400 experts from about 120 countries are attending the third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming.

Two reports issued earlier this year said the earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease.

The third report - the last instalment of the IPCC's biggest investigation in six years - will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy.

An early draft seen by AFP says that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing emissions already exist, with renewable energy, nuclear power, biofuels and reforestation all in the basket.

But as wary governments lock horns on key issues, much of the draft will end up on the cutting-room floor.

"It's likely to be completely rewritten," said Michael Williams, spokesman for the United Nations Environment Program.

"It's quite natural that [when] you have 120 people looking at a text that other people have written, they are going to go through it and try and put it into their own language," he added.

Sticking points at the Bangkok meeting could include taxes and caps on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and any references to the Kyoto Protocol, which US President George Bush abandoned after he took office.

Experts predict that the European Union - which has pledged to reduce its CO2 emissions by 20 per cent by 2020 - could face off against the United States and China, the world's biggest carbon polluters.

Any mention of nuclear energy in the final draft, which is due to be released on Friday, would incur the wrath of many environmental groups.

"Nuclear is a big issue and it is trying to make a comeback and posing as an alternative, a solution, to climate change," said Abigail Gay Jabines, climate campaigner for environment group Greenpeace.

"In fact it is not an option. It never is an option."

The draft of the report's 24-page summary says that the cost of cutting greenhouse gas emissions could be modest, with better fuel efficiency, subsidies for renewable energy and more energy-efficient buildings on the table.

One of the key issues set to be hotly debated when delegates retreat behind closed doors is a so-called carbon price - finding a way to make consumers and businesses pay for the pollution they create.

The findings of the report, which stops short of making recommendations, will be used by governments and international organisations to map out their own plans for preventing worst-case climate scenarios.

"The IPCC plays an incredibly important role in the political negotiations so people can point and say 'Look, this is what is going to happen in 50 years, these are the options available for us to take actions,' " said Williams.

The findings will play a key role in Kyoto negotiations, which will take place in December on the Indonesian island of Bali.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/environment/top-global-scientists-gather-on-climate-change/2007/04/30/1177788024609.html 
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The Nation, Thailand: Top global scientists gather on climate change

30 April 2007

The world's leading climate change experts gathered Monday in Bangkok to consider how to lower greenhouse gas emissions to save the planet from the worst effects of global warming.

At least 400 experts from about 120 countries will attend the third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming.

Two reports issued earlier this year said the Earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease.

The third report -- the last instalment of the IPCC's biggest investigation in six years -- will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy.

An early draft seen by AFP says that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing emissions already exist, with renewable energy, nuclear power, bio-fuels and reforestation all in the basket.

But as wary governments lock horns on key issues, much of the draft will end up on the cutting room floor.

"It's likely to be completely rewritten," said Michael Williams, spokesman for the United Nations Environment Programme.

"It's quite natural that (when) you have 120 people looking at a text that other people have written, they are going to go through it and try and put it into their own language," he added.

Sticking points at the Bangkok meeting could include taxes and caps on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and any references to the Kyoto Protocol, which US President George W. Bush abandoned after he took office.

Experts predict that the European Union -- which has pledged to reduce its CO2 emissions by 20 percent by 2020 -- could face off against the United States and China, the world's biggest carbon polluters.

Any mention of nuclear energy in the final draft, which is due to be released Friday, would incur the wrath of many environmental groups.

"Nuclear is a big issue and it is trying to make a comeback and posing as an alternative, a solution, to climate change," said Abigail Gay Jabines, climate campaigner for environment group Greenpeace.

"In fact it is not an option. It never is an option."

The draft of the report's 24-page summary says that the cost of cutting greenhouse gas emissions could be modest, with better fuel efficiency, subsidies for renewable energy and more energy-efficient buildings on the table.

One of the key issues set to be hotly debated when delegates retreat behind closed doors Monday is a so-called carbon price -- finding a way to make consumers and businesses pay for the pollution they create.

The findings of the report, which stops short of making recommendations, will be used by governments and international organisations to map out their own plans for preventing worst-case climate scenarios.

"The IPCC plays an incredibly important role in the political negotiations so people can point and say 'look, this is what is going to happen in 50 years, these are the options available for us to take actions,'" said Williams.

The findings will play a key role in Kyoto negotiations, which will take place in December on the Indonesian island of Bali.

http://nationmultimedia.com/breakingnews/read.php?newsid=30033021 
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NEWS.com.au, Australia : UN claims solar success

Correspondents in Oslo

APRIL 30, 2007  

A SOLAR power project in India supplying electricity to 100,000 people will be widened to other developing nations after showing that clean energy can be cheaper than fossil fuels, a UN report says.

The $US1.5 million ($1.82 million) UN-backed project would be extended to China, Indonesia, Mexico and Algeria and several other nations to help people in rural areas break dependence on kerosene lamps or unreliable grid-supplied electricity. 

"We are addressing the notion that renewable energy is irrelevant to poor countries and the poorer communities," head of the UN Environment Program Achim Steiner said. 

Renewable energy sources such as water, wind or solar power avoid the health damage from fumes released by kerosene lamps widely used in developing nations and emit none of the greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels that are widely blamed for global warming. 

Under the project, the number of Solar Home Systems financed in the pilot area of Karnataka state, southern India, has risen to 18,000 - providing power for an estimated 100,000 people - from 1400 in four years. 

The systems provide a few hours of daily power for light bulbs in homes or shops or to run a radio, a fan or a television. Electric light lets people read more easily than by a dim kerosene lamp. 

The lighting "has been credited with better grades for schoolchildren, better productivity for cottage-based industries such as needlework artisans, and even better sales at fruit stands, where produce is no longer spoiled by fumes from kerosene lamps", a UN statement said. 

The project may also help to lift rural families from poverty, a goal for 2015 set by world governments in 2000. 

Energy use is surging in developing nations, which are burning ever more fossil fuels in tandem with rising economic growth. 

The UN wants to widen the UN's Kyoto Protocol, which binds 35 rich nations to cut emissions of greenhouse gases until 2012, to more countries. It wants developing nations such as India to apply the brakes on their soaring emissions. 

Indian banks have also helped families to fund purchases of the solar systems, costing $US300 to $US500 in a region where annual family incomes are just $US1200. ($USA1,450). 

"It does sound a lot but the irony is that people are paying more for the kerosene, and that's why the banks are taking it up," Mr Steiner said. 

Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank were initial backers and the Bank of Maharashtra and Sewa Bank joined the scheme in 2007. The UN subsidy, phased out over time, helped cut initial interest rate payments. 

"The India program's success has already inspired a sister effort in Tunisia," a UN statement said. "Similar programs are upcoming for China, Indonesia, Egypt, Mexico, Ghana, Morocco and Algeria."

http://australianit.news.com.au/articles/0,7204,21644795%5E15306,00.html 
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The Nelson Mail, New Zealand : Latest UN climate report focuses on solutions 

Reuters | Monday, 30 April 2007

BANGKOK: After two gloomy United Nations reports on global warming, scientists and governments will today begin looking at how to fight climate change with green groups saying the time for bickering is over. 

As experts meet in Bangkok to review the latest UN report, a draft of solutions to be issued on Friday after review by more than 100 nations warns that time for inexpensive fixes is running out because of a surge in greenhouse gas emissions. 

The survey is the third this year by the UN climate panel after one in February saying it was at least 90 per cent certain that mankind was to blame for warming and another on April 6 warning of more hunger, droughts, heatwaves and rising seas. 

"We're moving from two very sobering reports to what we can do about climate change. And we can do it," Achim Steiner, the head of the UN Environment Programme, told Reuters of the report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

"Having shown us the path towards greater and greater problems the IPCC raises our horizons to where the solutions lie and shows that they are within our grasp," he told Reuters. 

The report estimates that stabilising greenhouse gas emissions will cost between 0.2 per cent and 3.0 per cent of world gross domestic product by 2030, depending on the stiffness of curbs on rising emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Under some scenarios, GDP growth might even get a tiny net spur from less pollution and health damage from burning fossil fuels, blamed as the main cause of warming. 

The draft says: "There is a significant economic potential for the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors over the coming decades, sufficient to offset growth of global emissions or to reduce emissions below current levels." 

The conclusions broadly back those by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern, who estimated last year that costs of acting now to slow warming were about one per cent of global output, 5 to 20 per cent if the world delayed action. 

More than 1,000 amendments have been proposed to the draft 24-page summary for policymakers. Some countries complain that is hard to understand and too laden with scientific jargon. 

SOLUTIONS 

The report lays out solutions such as capturing and burying emissions from coal-fired power plants, a shift to renewable energies such as solar and wind power, more use of nuclear power, more efficient lighting and insulation of buildings. 

But it says that temperatures will rise by at least 2 to 2.4 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels even under the most stringent curbs. The European Union says a 2 degree C rise is a threshold for "dangerous" changes to the climate system. 

And the big question is whether governments will act. 

"I'm optimistic but I don't think it will be straightforward," Steiner said. "There are still many who don't understand the complexity of the issue and hoping that it will somehow go away." 

"The technologies and measures necessary to combat climate change exist already – all we need is the courage and vision of the political decision-makers," said Stephan Singer of the WWF conservation group. 

A vice-chair of the IPCC said last week that it might take more disasters such as Hurricane Katrina that battered New Orleans in 2005 to spur politicians to do more. 

"The push for greater mitigation will come through catastrophes and other extreme events," Mohan Munasinghe told Reuters in an interview in Colombo. 

A senior delegate to the talks said he expected all countries to be difficult during the week-long discussions. 

"The IPCC cannot be policy prescriptive so there are no policy statements in the documents and governments go through and try to make sure there aren't any," said the delegate who did not want to be identified. 

This inevitably meant the word-by-word approval process of the final text always created controversy. 

Friends of the Earth hoped the report would spur governments into action. "We have no time to lose, and no excuses for further inaction," said spokeswoman Catherine Pearce. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/nelsonmail/4042468a6418.html 
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Zee News India, Experts meet on UN report but time running out  

30 April 2007

 Bangkok, April 30: After two gloomy UN reports on global warming, scientists and governments today begin looking at how to fight climate change, with green groups saying the world has the means to cut emissions at little cost. 

As experts meet in Bangkok to review the latest UN report, a draft of solutions to be issued on Friday after review by more than 100 nations warns that time for inexpensive fixes is running out because of a surge in Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

The survey is the third this year by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

The UN climate panel issued its first report in February saying it was at least 90 percent certain that mankind was to blame for warming. The second report on April 6 warned of more hunger, broughts, heatwaves and rising seas. 

Green groups say the time for bickering by governments is over. 

''It is crystal clear that we can cut emissions to well below today's levels by shifting from carbon-heavy fuels like coal to clean and efficient energy,'' said Hans Verolme, Director of the WWF’s global climate change programme. 

''But if governments fail to act, people will experience the damage, and that goes beyond sterile economic figures,'' he added in a statement today. 

The report estimates that stabilising Greenhouse Gas Emissions will cost between 0.2 percent and 3.0 percent of world gross domestic product by 2030, depending on the stiffness of curbs on rising emissions of greenhouse gases. Under some scenarios, GDP growth might even get a tiny net spur from less pollution and health damage from burning fossil fuels, blamed as the main cause of warming. 

The draft says: ''there is a significant economic potential for the mitigation of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from all sectors over the coming decades, sufficient to offset growth of global emissions or to reduce emissions below current levels.''

Sobering reports

The conclusions broadly back those by former World Bank Chief Economist Nicholas Stern, who estimated last year that costs of acting now to slow warming were about one percent of global output -- 5 to 20 percent if the world delayed action. 

''We're moving from two very sobering reports to what we can do about climate change. And we can do it,'' Achim Steiner, the Head of the U.N. Environment Programme, told last week. 

''Having shown us the path towards greater and greater problems the IPCC raises our horizons to where the solutions lie and shows that they are within our grasp,'' he told. 

More than 1,000 amendments have been proposed to the draft 24-page summary for policymakers. Some countries complain that is hard to understand and too laden with scientific jargon. 

The report lays out solutions such as capturing and burying emissions from coal-fired power plants, a shift to renewable energies such as solar and wind power, more use of nuclear power, more efficient lighting and insulation of buildings. 

But it says that temperatures will rise by at least 2 to 2.4 celsius (3.6 - 4.2f) above pre-industrial levels even under the most stringent curbs. The European Union says a 2 celsius rise is a threshold for ''dangerous'' changes to the climate system. 

The big question is whether governments will act. 

''I'm optimistic but i don't think it will be straightforward,'' Steiner said. ''there are still many who don't understand the complexity of the issue and hoping that it will somehow go away.''

A Vice-Chair of the IPCC said last week that it might take more disasters such as hurricane katrina that battered New Orleans in 2005 to spur politicians to do more. 

''The push for greater mitigation will come through catastrophes and other extreme events,'' Mohan Munasinghe told in an interview in Colombo on Friday. Bureau Report 

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=368577&ssid=26&sid=ENV 
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New Straits Times, Malaysia : Top global scientists gather on climate change

30 April 2007

The world's leading climate change experts met Monday in Bangkok with a warning that now is the time to act to help save the planet from the worst effects of global warming.

At least 400 scientists and experts from about 120 countries are attending the third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming.

Two reports issued earlier this year by the same UN panel warned that the Earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease.

"We look forward to very fruitful days ahead of us, so at the end of the week, we can declare we are part of the solution, not part of the problem," said Ogunlade Davidson, co-chair of the meeting.

The third report the experts plan to release Friday will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy.

"The time to act is now... Global warming is increasingly becoming a hot agenda that requires harmonised cooperation from all nations," Chartree Chueyprasit, one of Thailand's top environment officials, told the opening of the meeting.

Exactly what action to take, and how much it will cost, is expected to be the subject of fierce debate during the closed-door meeting.

Environmental groups say the European Union -- which has pledged to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent by 2020 -- is likely to face off with the United States and China, the world's biggest carbon polluters.

An early draft of the panel's report, seen by AFP, says that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing greenhouse gas emissions already exist.

Renewable energy, nuclear power, bio-fuels and reforestation are all in the mix, but a spokesman for the UN Environment Programme said much of the draft report would end up on the cutting room floor.

"It's likely to be completely rewritten," UNEP spokesman Michael Williams said.

"It's quite natural that (when) you have 120 people looking at a text that other people have written, they are going to go through it and try and put it into their own language," he added.

Sticking points at the Bangkok meeting could include taxes and caps on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and any references to the Kyoto Protocol, which US President George W. Bush abandoned after he took office.

Any mention of nuclear energy in the final report would incur the wrath of many environmental groups.

"Nuclear is a big issue and it is trying to make a comeback and posing as an alternative, a solution, to climate change," said Abigail Gay Jabines, climate campaigner for environment group Greenpeace.

"In fact it is not an option. It never is an option."

The 24-page draft summary says the cost of cutting greenhouse gas emissions could be modest, with better fuel efficiency, subsidies for renewable energy and more energy-efficient buildings on the table.

One of the key issues set to be hotly debated is a so-called carbon price -- finding a way to make consumers and businesses pay for the pollution they create.

The findings of the report, which stops short of making recommendations, will be used by governments and international organisations to map out their own plans for preventing worst-case climate scenarios.

"The IPCC plays an incredibly important role in the political negotiations so people can point and say 'look, this is what is going to happen in 50 years, these are the options available for us to take actions,'" said Williams.

The findings will also play a key role in Kyoto negotiations, which will take place in December on the Indonesian island of Bali. 

http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/AfpNews/200704301316131177910173.11/afp 
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Brisbane Times, Australia : Top global scientists gather on climate change

April 30, 2007 - 3:06PM

The world's leading climate change experts met Monday in Bangkok with a warning that now is the time to act to help save the planet from the worst effects of global warming.

At least 400 scientists and experts from about 120 countries are attending the third session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN's leading authority on global warming.

Two reports issued earlier this year by the same UN panel warned that the Earth was already warming and predicted severe consequences including drought, flooding, violent storms and increased hunger and disease.

"We look forward to very fruitful days ahead of us, so at the end of the week, we can declare we are part of the solution, not part of the problem," said Ogunlade Davidson, co-chair of the meeting.

The third report the experts plan to release Friday will lay out ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prevent a climate catastrophe without seriously impacting on the global economy.

"The time to act is now... Global warming is increasingly becoming a hot agenda that requires harmonised cooperation from all nations," Chartree Chueyprasit, one of Thailand's top environment officials, told the opening of the meeting.

Exactly what action to take, and how much it will cost, is expected to be the subject of fierce debate during the closed-door meeting.

Environmental groups say the European Union -- which has pledged to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent by 2020 -- is likely to face off with the United States and China, the world's biggest carbon polluters.

An early draft of the panel's report, seen by AFP, says that world leaders have little time to waste, but that the tools for reducing greenhouse gas emissions already exist.

Renewable energy, nuclear power, bio-fuels and reforestation are all in the mix, but a spokesman for the UN Environment Programme said much of the draft report would end up on the cutting room floor.

"It's likely to be completely rewritten," UNEP spokesman Michael Williams said.

"It's quite natural that (when) you have 120 people looking at a text that other people have written, they are going to go through it and try and put it into their own language," he added.

Sticking points at the Bangkok meeting could include taxes and caps on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and any references to the Kyoto Protocol, which US President George W. Bush abandoned after he took office.

Any mention of nuclear energy in the final report would incur the wrath of many environmental groups.

"Nuclear is a big issue and it is trying to make a comeback and posing as an alternative, a solution, to climate change," said Abigail Gay Jabines, climate campaigner for environment group Greenpeace.

"In fact it is not an option. It never is an option."

The 24-page draft summary says the cost of cutting greenhouse gas emissions could be modest, with better fuel efficiency, subsidies for renewable energy and more energy-efficient buildings on the table.

One of the key issues set to be hotly debated is a so-called carbon price -- finding a way to make consumers and businesses pay for the pollution they create.

The findings of the report, which stops short of making recommendations, will be used by governments and international organisations to map out their own plans for preventing worst-case climate scenarios.

"The IPCC plays an incredibly important role in the political negotiations so people can point and say 'look, this is what is going to happen in 50 years, these are the options available for us to take actions,'" said Williams.

The findings will also play a key role in Kyoto negotiations, which will take place in December on the Indonesian island of Bali.

http://news.brisbanetimes.com.au/top-global-scientists-gather-on-climate-change/20070930-a8d.html 
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Malaysia Star, Malaysia : PREVIEW - Experts meet on U.N. report: warming can be slowed

By David Fogarty 

BANGKOK (Reuters) - After two gloomy United Nations reports on global warming, scientists and governments on Monday begin looking at how to fight climate change with green groups saying the time for bickering is over. 

As experts meet in Bangkok to review the latest U.N. report, a draft of solutions to be issued on Friday after review by more than 100 nations warns that time for inexpensive fixes is running out because of a surge in greenhouse gas emissions. 

 A child chases ducklings on a dried-up pond on the outskirts of Xiangfan, Hubei province in this April 24, 2007 file photo. After two gloomy United Nations reports on global warming, scientists and governments on Monday begin looking at how to fight climate change with green groups saying the time for bickering is over.

The survey is the third this year by the U.N. climate panel after one in February saying it was at least 90 percent certain that mankind was to blame for warming and another on April 6 warning of more hunger, droughts, heatwaves and rising seas. 

"We're moving from two very sobering reports to what we can do about climate change. And we can do it," Achim Steiner, the head of the U.N. Environment Programme, told Reuters of the report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

"Having shown us the path towards greater and greater problems the IPCC raises our horizons to where the solutions lie and shows that they are within our grasp," he told Reuters. 

The report estimates that stabilising greenhouse gas emissions will cost between 0.2 percent and 3.0 percent of world gross domestic product by 2030, depending on the stiffness of curbs on rising emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Under some scenarios, GDP growth might even get a tiny net spur from less pollution and health damage from burning fossil fuels, blamed as the main cause of warming. 

The draft says: "There is a significant economic potential for the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors over the coming decades, sufficient to offset growth of global emissions or to reduce emissions below current levels." 

The conclusions broadly back those by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern, who estimated last year that costs of acting now to slow warming were about one percent of global output, 5 to 20 percent if the world delayed action. 

More than 1,000 amendments have been proposed to the draft 24-page summary for policymakers. Some countries complain that is hard to understand and too laden with scientific jargon. 

SOLUTIONS 

The report lays out solutions such as capturing and burying emissions from coal-fired power plants, a shift to renewable energies such as solar and wind power, more use of nuclear power, more efficient lighting and insulation of buildings. 

But it says that temperatures will rise by at least 2 to 2.4 Celsius above pre-industrial levels even under the most stringent curbs. The European Union says a 2 C rise is a threshold for "dangerous" changes to the climate system. 

And the big question is whether governments will act. 

"I'm optimistic but I don't think it will be straightforward," Steiner said. "There are still many who don't understand the complexity of the issue and hoping that it will somehow go away." 

"The technologies and measures necessary to combat climate change exist already - all we need is the courage and vision of the political decision-makers," said Stephan Singer of the WWF conservation group. 

A vice-chair of the IPCC said last week that it might take more disasters such as Hurricane Katrina that battered New Orleans in 2005 to spur politicians to do more. 

"The push for greater mitigation will come through catastrophes and other extreme events," Mohan Munasinghe told Reuters in an interview in Colombo. 

A senior delegate to the talks said he expected all countries to be difficult during the week-long discussions. 

"The IPCC cannot be policy prescriptive so there are no policy statements in the documents and governments go through and try to make sure there aren't any," said the delegate who did not want to be identified. 

This inevitably meant the word-by-word approval process of the final text always created controversy. 

Friends of the Earth hoped the report would spur governments into action. "We have no time to lose, and no excuses for further inaction," said spokeswoman Catherine Pearce. 

(Additional reporting by Alister Doyle in Oslo and John Ruwitch in Colombo) 

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2007/4/29/worldupdates/2007-04-29T153942Z_01_NOOTR_RTRMDNC_0_-296080-1&sec=Worldupdates 
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Financial Express, Bangladesh : Climate change: UN panel has solutions for the willing  

Marwaan Macan-Markar from Bangkok  

4/29/2007  

          Solutions to stop global warming outlined in a new United Nations-backed report may ignite heated debates, if not actually compel governments to make choices that would impact their respective economies. 

The report, 'Mitigation of Climate Change', is the third in a series launched this year by the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The first two -- scientific bodies of work that presented a bleak forecast -- were 'Physical Science Basis', released in February, and 'Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability', released in early April. 

Some 2,000 top scientists, environmentalists and government officials from over 180 countries are expected to gather in Bangkok for a week-long meeting to debate the new report before its release on May 4. The panel is seeking ways to limit or prevent greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and enhance ''activities that remove them from the atmosphere,'' states a background note released by the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP). 

But a Thai academic and member of his country's team reviewing the report says this third volume will generate a '' hot, fiery debate''. Anond Snidvong, an environment expert at Bangkok's Chulalongkorn University, told IPS that ''because the solutions are directly related to present and future economic development of countries,'' they would matter more to governments. 

The success of the report will be gauged by how willing governments are to embrace the new alternative energy technologies to ''reduce GHGs in each economic sector of their respective countries,'' he added. ''There is a need for immediate and quick action.'' 

Environmental activists heading for the Bangkok meeting say that governments from across the economic spectrum cannot afford to stall further the introduction of new technologies to combat carbon emission from fossil fuels, like oil, coal and gas. ''This report is very much about technology options that work to reduce carbon emissions based on evidence,'' says Catherine Pearce, climate campaigner for Friends of the Earth International, a global network of grassroots environmental organisations. ''It is the first step to give governments credible solutions.'' 

The political commitment of countries will be tested in ''how strongly governments will want to invest and where money will be directed to encourage these technologies,'' she told IPS by phone from London. 

''The governments have no reason for delay anymore.'' 

In fact the global environmental lobby Greenpeace is hoping that the report will challenge governments from the developed and developing world to ''revolutionise the energy sector.'' 

For the developing world it would mean investing in alternative technologies that help economic development without reducing energy requirements. 

Currently, renewable energy accounts for only 13 percent of the world's primary energy demands, of which biomass, used for heating, is the largest alternative energy source, states Greenpeace in a recent study. ''About 80 percent of primary energy supply still comes from fossil fuels.'' 

Oil provides 36 percent of the world's fuel needs, while coal supplies 25 percent of the world's energy, it adds. ''The share of renewable energy in electricity generation is 18 percent.'' 

''There is a need to phase in energy efficiency and a need for a massive uptake of renewable energy sources,'' Shailendra Yashwant, climate and energy team manager for the South-east Asia office of Greenpeace, told IPS. ''The change is necessary for the good of the developing world and the worlds poorest people.'' 

The dire scenario that the poorest will be the worst affected by the drastic changes in the climate was captured in the 1,400-page second report, 'Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability', released in Brussels early April. In sub-Saharan Africa, for instance, 250 million people could face water shortages by 2020, it warned. 

The first report in February, 'Physical Science Basis,' had scientists raising the alarm about the planet being condemned to even hotter months, warmer winters, a rise in sea levels, storms and hurricanes, droughts and thawing glaciers if the prevailing pace of carbon emissions continued. 

These reports warned that the planet's temperature could increase up to six degrees Celsius by the end of the century. 

The impact of such an eventuality was conveyed by the IPCC panel in another assessment - up to a third of animal and plant species could be threatened with extinction if global temperatures rose by two degrees Celsius. 

The expected blueprint for change in the energy sector targets countries in the developing and developed world. 

Both have major polluters, ranging from developed nations like the U.S. and Australia to developing countries such as China and India. The U.S and China top the lists as the world leading producers of GHGs due to high dependency on fossil fuels. 

''Failure to change our energy sources will not only affect future generations, but the impact will be felt with present ones also,'' says Yashwant. ''This is the hour of solutions.'' IPS 

http://www.financialexpress-bd.com/index3.asp?cnd=4/29/2007&section_id=4&newsid=59627&spcl=no 
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Financial Express, India : Acclimatising growth  

Globally, companies are converting climate change challenges to future business opportunities 

RAJIV TIKOO 

Posted online: Saturday, April 28, 2007 at 0000 hours IST 

The business response to climate change has come a long way from denial to acceptance to adaptation and mitigation to trying to be one up on it. Businesses are gradually converting today's climate change problems into tomorrow's business opportunities. Says Achim Steiner, executive director, United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP), “Tackling climate change is a rapidly growing business opportunity. It is giving rise to new and more intelligent way of doing business. It is driving novel and creative markets, fostering the development of less polluting and more efficient industries and stimulating the growth in environmentally-related jobs.” For example, annual revenues from investments in wind power, photovoltaic, biofuels and fuel cells grew by close to 40 per cent between 2005 and 2006, climbing to $55 billion. It is estimated that the market for these four technologies could stand at over $225 billion by 2016. 

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Protocol-the emission reduction treaty-is set to deliver investments of $100 billion to the South from the North. Companies that adopt clean energy efficiency will also be less vulnerable to 'shocks' in fossil fuel prices and, in the highly completive market place, be perceived by shareholders and consumers as well managed and responsibly run, he adds. 

Beginning with reducing their fossil fuel consumption and increasing energy efficiency, companies are now coming up with products that are produced in environmentally correct way, are energy efficient, can be recycled and finally disposed off in a safe way. Says Aron Cramer, president and CEO, Business for Social Responsibility, “The future belongs to companies that factor environmental and social consideration into their products and services, rather than seeking to offset damage after the fact.” 

More and more companies are ensuring that sustainability is built into their strategies and operations. For these reasons, companies are looking to build sustainable products and services, and structure their actions and decision-making in a way that supports this, he adds. It all begins with reducing your carbon footprint at both design and operational levels. For example, Hewlett Packard has announced that it's switching to energy efficient operations to reduce its global energy use by 20% by 2010. The company also plans to double its green power purchase in the US. 

Hewlett Packard has also come up with dynamic smart cooling for data centres. It saves 20-45% in cooling energy costs, claims the company. Similarly, HP Halo Virtual Collaboration System offers face-to-face conferencing through high definition video, offering the option to cut down on travelling. Says Diana Bell, senior vice-president, Global Corporate Affairs, Hewlett Packard, “We look at all aspects of lifecycle right from design, development, usage, recycling to disposal. We are not perfect. We make mistakes and learn.” 

On the other hand, Siemens subsidiary Osram manufactures compact fluorescent lamps for the artificial lighting market, which consumes 19% the global electricity. Says Martin Goetzeler, president and CEO, Osram, “Energy saving lamps consume up to 80% less electricity than ordinary light bulbs and last up to 15 times longer. Innovation is the key.” 

If even 30% of the world lighting uses these energy saving products instead of incandescent lamps, it would reduce electricity consumption by 460 billion kwhrs and 260 million tons in global carbon dioxide emissions, which equals annual energy consumption of India, half of Japan or a quarter of China, he adds. 

A few companies are shaping up as holistic organisations. A company like APRIL (Asia Pacific Resources International Holdings Limited), which is one of the biggest pulp and paper producers and fibre plantation developers in the world, turns wastelands into fibre plantation to supply raw material to paper and pulp mills. The company plants 100 million seedlings and rooted cuttings and undertakes reforestation of 50,000 hectares annually, says AJ Devanesan, president and CEO, APRIL. He adds, “Sustainability is not an option, but an imperative. And we incorporate it into our operations at every stage. For example, we operate under No Burn policy, clearing land mechanically. Our social development initiatives include integrated farming, community fibre farms and small and medium enterprises. It not only checks illegal logging, but also alleviates poverty.” 

The routes may vary, but the end destination is appropriate waste disposal. Nokia organises collection of obsolete phones and devices for recycling or environmentally correct disposal. The results vary from place to place, though. Says Kirsi Sormunen, vice-president, Environmental Affairs, Nokia, “In emerging economies, the market is not mature enough to generate sufficient quantities. Also, recycling business is immature. These countries don't have robust e-waste policies in place. In such places, we begin by creating awareness.” 

Of course, such companies are still an exception rather than the rule. Says Georg Kell, executive director, United Nations Global Compact, “The real driver will come from investors. Financial markets and long term investors are waking up and looking seriously at environmental issues.” The compact is arguably the world's largest voluntary corporate responsibility initiative. 

In fact, financial institutions are already taking cognisance. Adds Melissa Brown, executive director, ASrIA (Association for Sustainable & Responsible Investment in Asia), “Investors are getting sensitive to environmental issues. Particularly top level banks are factoring in environmental risks and they are beginning to shake down that risk.” ASrIA focusses on corporate responsibility and sustainable investment practices in Asia Pacific. Consumers too can play a key role. 

It depends on the awareness level of consumers regarding cleaner production and the benefits they get from it, though. Besides, it calls for manufacturers to be responsible. They should realise that it is in its long-term interest to include cleaner production in their investment strategies. However, entrepreneurs or manufacturers might need, particularly SMEs, incentives, says Arab Hoballah, director, Production & Consumption Branch, UNEP, Division of Technology, Industry and Economics. The paradigm shift in thinking is picking up as was evident at the recently concluded Global Business Summit for the Environment held on April 19-20 in Singapore. It was the first ever such global summit held in Asia. For starters, it was a carbon neutral event. 

Supported by the UNEP and the United Nations Global Compact, the event attracted senior business leaders not only from Osram, Nokia, Hewlett Packard and APRIL, but also Petrobras, Hydro, Banyan Tree, Bayer, Lafarge and Credit Suisse in addition to the UN, governments and civil society. They not only shared their vision and best practices on the environment, but also deliberated on the way forward in the face of newer challenges like global warming. 

—Read ‘Climate change represents one of the greatest business opportunities’ by Achim Steiner at www. financial express.com/fewebspecials.html

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=162455 
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Gorkhapatra, Nepal : Climate Change: Asia Is More Vulnerable   [ 2007-4-27 ] 

By Bhimsen Thapaliya 

ASIAN countries are headed to face critical water and food shortages unless concrete measures are taken to control the rise in greenhouse gases, warns an internal body of experts on climate change. The warning is based on the already visible phenomenon of increasing temperatures and extreme weather patterns that have brought decline in the agricultural output and water availability in the continent. 

"Future climate change is expected to put close to 50 million extra people at risk of hunger by 2020," says a report prepared by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The number of Asian people to be hit by hunger is projected to 132 million by 2050 and 266 million by 2080. 

Temperatures are expected to rise by 5 degrees Celsius by the year 2080 unless drastic cuts are brought in the emissions of greenhouse gases. The IPCC report suggests that an increase of 2 degree Celsius in mean air temperature could decrease rice production by 5 to 12 per cent in China where rice farming depends on rain. Under the same scenario, net cereal crop output in South Asian countries is expected to decline by 4 to 10 per cent by the end of this century. In Bangladesh, rice production is feared to fall by about 10 per cent and wheat by a third by the year 2050. 

Water stress has emerged as one of the most pressing environmental problems in the South Asia region. And the number of people living under water scarcity is ever increasing. In India, gross per capita water availability is expected to go down from around 1820 cubic metres a year to as low as around 1,140 cubic metres a year in the year 2050, says the IPCC report. 

Fresh water availability in Central, South, East and Southeast Asia, particularly in large river basins, is likely to decrease due to climate change along with population growth and the rising standard of living. This trend is feared to have its adverse impact on more than a billion people in Asia by the year 2050, according to the IPCC report. 

In Nepal, problem of drinking water shortages is already severe in the urban areas, especially in the Kathmandu valley. Water sources have dried up including the critical depletion of ground water reserve. There is not only a huge gap between demand and supply of water, the quality of water has also degraded, putting public health at risk. Ponds and community taps of the capital valley have gone dry or witnessed depleted water level due to pressure on the water sources feeding them. Ground water has been the major alternative water source. But the haphazard urban growth has affected its re-charging process. 

Himalayan glaciers are said to be receding faster than in any part of the world. Half a billion people in the Hindukush Himalayan region and a quarter billion downstream who depend on water from the glacial melt, are feared to be affected. At the current rates of global warming, glaciers in these regions are expected to disappear completely by the year 2035, if not sooner. The current trends in glacial melt suggest that the Ganga, Indus, Brahmaputra and other rivers that flow along the northern Indian plains may turn into merely seasonal rivers in the near future as a result of the climate change. This will contribute in the spiralling of the problem of poverty in the region.

Scientists say that some regions in Asia are likely to receive more frequent and heavier rainfalls including Western China, the Changjiang Valley and the South-eastern coast of China, the Arabian Peninsula, Bangladesh and the western coast of the Philippines. This extreme form of weather could lead to severe flooding and increased risks from landslides and mud flows. Excessive or inadequate rainfall, change in precipitation season and occurrence of killer lightning are some visible phenomenon in Nepal.

"It is absolutely vital that international action is taken now to avoid dangerous climate change. Otherwise, the consequences for food and water security in Asia, as for many other parts of the world are too alarming to contemplate," says Achim Steiner, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) which is a co-founder of the IPCC. Unchecked climate change will be an environmental and economic catastrophe. But above all, it will be a human tragedy, he warns. 

It is likely that climate change will impinge on sustainable development of most developing countries of Asia as it compounds the pressure on the natural resources and the environment associated with rapid urbanisation, industrialisation and economic development, the report says. 

Seven of the world's most populous countries are located in Asia and future population growth over the next 50 years is projected to increase the population of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh by 570 million, 200 million and 130 million respectively. 

As global warming is causing sea level rise, coastal populations are becoming increasingly vulnerable. The current rate of sea level rise in the Asian coastal regions is said to be between 1 to 3 millimetres annually, which is higher than the global average. According to the IPCC report, projected sea level rise could flood the settlements of millions of people living in the low lying areas of Vietnam, Bangladesh, India and China. Sea level is estimated to rise about 40 centimetres higher than today by the end of the 21st century and this could affect a population of 94 million. 

And 60 per cent of this increase is expected to occur in the South Asian coastal regions from Pakistan to Burma. Rest of the sea level rise will occur in Southeast Asia, especially in Thailand, Vietnam and Philippines. The impact of this rise could be more visible in megacities such as Bangkok, Shanghai and Tianjin. In Maldives, with 80 per cent of its islands lying not more than 1 metre above sea level, they are feared to be uninhabitable within 100 years, forcing 360,000 people to evacuate. 

Climate change triggered by global warming, has put nearly half of Asia's biodiversity at risk. This change is likely to affect forest expansion and wildlife migration and increase threats to biodiversity resulting from land use and population pressure in most part of Asia. Marine and coastal ecosystems in Asia are likely to be affected by sea level rise and temperature increases, says the report. 

Food insecurity and the loss of people's livelihoods are likely to be more severe by the loss of cultivated land by inundation and coastal erosion in the low lying areas. This alarming picture emerges amid the reality that only 1 per cent of the oceanic regions are protected. "Protecting the vulnerable oceanic areas is vital for ensuring the survival of millions of people living by the sea," says Dan Daffoley, Marine Vice-chairman of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. 

The rise in temperatures and ever changing pattern of rainfall have led to the outbreak of climate-induced diseases and heat stress in the Central, East, South and Southeast Asia. In South Asia, the warmer temperatures in the coastal waters are expected to exacerbate the occurrence of cholera. Diarrhoeal illnesses are also expected to increase. 

Development that applied environmentally hostile approach is largely responsible for much of the emissions of the greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Now a shift is needed to use the innovative and wise ways so that the vulnerability of the people to climate change could be reduced and adaptive capacity could be enhanced. The IPCC report calls for the mainstreaming of sustainable development policies and adopting climate proofing concept in national development initiatives.  

http://www.gorkhapatra.org.np/content.php?nid=17593 
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Viet Nam News, Vietnam : UN calls on media to call attention to ozone layer

(25-04-2007)

SINGAPORE — Journalists in the Asia and Pacific region have been called on to play a greater part in focusing public attention on the need for protecting the ozone layer.

The United Nations’ Environment Programme (UNEP) recently held a media and climate change workshop in Singapore for journalists from 10 countries in the region.

The UNEP’s Jim Curlin said the UN was calling on journalists in the region to help get key messages out on climate change issues, particularly as this year marks both the 20th anniversary of the signing of the Montreal Protocol and the 10th anniversary of the signing of the Kyoto Protocol, in order to achieve complete phase out of ozone depleting substances by 2010.

Curlin said participating journalists and their colleagues had the collective power to reach many millions of readers, viewers and listeners with compelling stories on the environment as well as reports examining the sustainable development challenges facing the region.

Curlin said ozone depletion and climate change are two topics with real human, economic and social impacts.

During the two-day workshop for media in the region on ozone protection and linkages with climate changes, 15 participants from the region including Viet Nam, got the opportunity to learn about the latest developments in global ozone protection and find out about upcoming challenges. Journalists were also briefed on how climate change and ozone layer protection are related, so as to develop story ideas to attract public attention.

"We want you to cover this issue regularly and we are ready to help you develop story ideas, leads and contacts to report on this environmental challenge," said Curlin. — VNS

http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=01ENV250407 
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PeaceJournalism.com, Nepal : Scientists from Nepal, warn of glacier flood threat 

A melting glacier

Dambaru Ballab Kattel

25 April 2007

Source: SciDev.Net 

Climate scientists in Nepal have warned that poor coordination of research and an inactive early warning system are putting Nepal's people at risk of flooding caused by melting glaciers. 

Glacial lakes created by melting glaciers can overflow, releasing several thousand cubic metres of water per second along stream channels. 

These flooding events are called glacier lake outburst floods.

There have been more than 15 of these floods in Nepal, occurring at a frequency of one every two to five years, according to the Nepalese Department of Hydrology and Meteorology (DHM). 

This has been attributed to global warming, which, according to DHM research, is increasing temperatures in the Nepalese Himalayas by 0.04 degrees Celsius per year. 

There are 3,252 glaciers and 2,323 lakes at or above 3,500 metres above sea level in Nepal. Twenty glacier lakes are at risk of bursting due to melting glaciers, according to a 2002 report by the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) and the UN Environment Programme.

The situation was discussed at a conference organised by the DHM last month (23 March). 

Remote sensing and satellite imaging have been used to identify potentially dangerous lakes, but field studies are limited, according to Pradeep Mool, a remote sensing specialist at ICIMOD.

He added that a lack of coordination and information sharing between researchers and institutions is leading to inadequate documentation and archiving.

Tsho Rolpa is one of the biggest and potentially dangerous glacier lakes in Nepal. Scientists predict that an outburst flood would endanger thousands of lives and cost millions of dollars in economic losses.

The DHM has already established an early warning system consisting of a network of sensors and sirens in 19 villages downstream of Tsho Rolpa.

But according to Om Ratna Bajrachary, senior divisional hydrologist at the DHM, the monitoring system has yet to be put into use because Nepal is concentrating on the establishment of peace after years of internal conflict. "We are planning to revive it," he added. 

Glacial lake outburst floods first attracted scientific and government attention when the Dig Tsho glacier in Nepal's Khumbu region flooded in 1985.

The disaster completely destroyed a hydropower plant and washed away agricultural land, bridges and houses over a distance of 42 kilometres. Nepal.

http://www.scidev.net/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=readnews&itemid=3575&language=1
http://peacejournalism.com/ReadArticle.asp?ArticleID=19878 
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The New Nation, Bangladesh : Global treaty to save ozone layer: Montreal Protocol hard journey for Bangladesh

By BSS, Dhaka, Sat, 28 Apr 2007, 13:23:00

Bangladesh has so far made its maximum efforts to comply with the Montreal Protocol, a global treaty to combat depletion of the earth saving Ozone layer in the atmosphere.

But some practical reasons are now compelling the country to be non-compliance, particularly for the essential use of chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) in producing the Metered Dose Inhaler (MDI) for patients. 

Over the last 20 years since signing of the Montreal Protocol, the developing countries including Bangladesh side by side with the developed world have been making their concerted efforts to get rid off the invasive use of some gases, widely known as the Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS), which are largely responsible for greenhouse effect and global warming. 

As the global treaty (Montreal Protocol) will be celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, according to United Nations Ozone Secretariat, the Asian countries including Bangladesh are enormously contributing towards the efforts to phase-out the consumption and production of nearly 100 such ODS gases.

Bangladesh, a signatory to the protocol, is set to phase- out some of these gases by 2010 and a number of others by 2015. But, it becomes very difficult for the country to phase out the Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), a very effective and widely used ODS, by 2010 as per schedule. 

At a recent media workshop held in Singapore, the UNEP officials cautioned about the trouble facing some medium level consumers in Asia and the Pacific Region. Some countries are now nearing a non-compliance situation, they said. 

Thanavat Junchaya, regional network coordinator of UNEP, disclosed in the workshop that the Asia-Pacific region accounts for more than 80 percent of the global production and consumption of ODS. 

It includes the largest producers and consumers like India, China and South Korea and also the smallest countries like the Pacific Island nations. Some countries including Bangladesh are in non- compliance situation, he said.

With its baseline use of 581.6 tonnes of ODS annually in Bangladesh, the country might be classified as a medium category user along with Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Vietnam. 

But, actual ODS consumption in Bangladesh is more than the baseline accounts as its use in the essential sector has not been calculated during the baseline survey while the additional requirement of ODS used in the essential sector has created non- compliance situation for it. 

Ozone officials of Bangladesh told BSS that the problem was created during the baseline survey when the country's total consumption of ODSs was calculated only on the basis of use in the servicing sector during 1995-1997 but the use in the essential pharmaceutical sector was mistakenly dropped. 

Although Bangladesh framed the 'Ozone Depleting Substances Control Rules' in 2004 and import of ODSs is being controlled under it, the use of CFCs for producing essential drugs by four private pharmaceutical companies cannot be contained. 

Being faithful to its commitment, Bangladesh has been making its total endevours to fully comply with the Montreal Protocol and already phased out the use and import of some ODS gases to an additional proportion that was required under the protocol, the officials said.

http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_35666.shtml 
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ABS CBN News, Philippines : Decongesting Metro Manila traffic

BABE’S EYE VIEW  By BABE ROMUALDEZ , The Philippine Star 

Every year, traffic in Metro Manila gets worse with vehicles moving at a frustratingly slow turtle’s pace, compounded today by the sweltering 95 degree heat. Accidents happen regularly because of clogged three-lane roads accommodating vehicles crammed four-deep, with drivers trying to overtake at every opportunity. Add to that the pollution from unmoving vehicles spewing toxic fumes, and you have a potent combination guaranteed to raise one’s blood pressure to sky-high levels. Aside from decongesting traffic, we really need to decongest the pollution from our lungs. 

Traffic congestion is a problem that not only affects Metro Manila but other big cities in the world. In New York, Mayor Michael Bloomberg has come out with an ambitious plan to decongest traffic and reduce pollution levels in America’s largest city. Called "congestion pricing," the plan would charge passenger cars $8 and trucks $21 a day for entering the busiest area in Manhattan during weekdays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Exempted from paying are taxis, emergency vehicles and those with handicapped plates. Bloomberg believes congestion pricing can prevent the city from choking on its own fumes and help it cope with climate change, making New York the cleanest and greenest city by 2030. As early as 2005, a group of New York businessmen had been pushing for congestion pricing to ease the flow of traffic and speed up the crawling pace of vehicles which would reduce the financial cost of delays and improve air quality in the city. 

The idea of congestion pricing is not really new, and has been used in several cities to cut traffic in busy districts. The idea is for people to know when they should take mass transportation or reschedule trips to avoid paying higher fees for driving through busy streets during so-called peak hours. London implemented congestion pricing in 2003 to stop the traffic gridlocks that were affecting the city’s economic competitiveness. The scheme successfully reduced congestion by 30 percent; increased the traffic speed by 37 percent; and reduced carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent. 

Actually, Singapore is acknowledged as the pioneer in congestion pricing - implementing it as far back as 1975 - when it charged a flat rate of S$3 for vehicles to enter the central business district during morning rush hours. This produced quick results, cutting traffic by almost 50 percent and reducing accidents by 25 percent in the central district. This was later modernized to allow for flexibility by charging different toll rates at different times of the day, depending on the traffic build up. Every three months, officials review toll levels to ensure the smooth flow of traffic. Of course, Singapore is a small city so officials can easily control the flow of traffic - charging high taxes for luxury vehicles. All of these have increased the use of public transportation by 65 percent, with traffic speeding up by as much as 21 mph. But most important of all, the reduction of vehicles on the road has improved the air quality in Singapore with the significant reduction of carbon dioxide emissions and other air pollutants. 

Metro Manila can emulate the example of Singapore and other cities to drastically reduce the number of vehicles that are clogging its streets, and encourage the use of mass transport systems like the MRT and the LRT. According to the LTO, there are 5.3 million vehicles registered in the country, and more than 1.5 million of those are in the metropolis. According to the Department of Health, vehicular accidents have become the fourth leading cause of death in this country. 

A study by the World Health Organization and the UN Environment Program (UNEP) cites Manila as one of the 20 cities where serious health risks are increasing due to air pollution. According to the DOH, motor vehicles especially buses account for 80 percent of pollution in the country, with 4,000 Filipinos dying every year because of air pollution. Add to this the $400 million lost each year because of health costs due to air pollution-related diseases. But the economic costs could be higher if one factors in the value of wasted opportunity and productivity because of time lost in traffic, added expenses for fuel and vehicle maintenance, costs incurred due to vehicular accidents and sometimes, the brawls and fights over traffic altercations between hot-headed drivers. 

After the May elections, maybe the next batch of congressmen and senators can come out with good and doable legislation that can really solve the perpetual problem of traffic congestion in Metro Manila. Sure winner Loren Legarda was one of the authors of the Clean Air Act and is a staunch environmental advocate. She should work with MMDA chairman Bayani Fernando and the LTO to conduct studies that would determine traffic patterns and find out which areas can be decongested at particular hours and days. The "number coding" scheme is fast becoming obsolete. There has got to be a more creative and bold program to decongest traffic and improve the quality of air in Metro Manila perhaps similar to the "congestion pricing" initiated by New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg. No doubt a move like this will receive resistance especially from those with shortsighted vision - not realizing that long-term effects outweigh the initial inconvenience that congestion pricing may entail. In the long run, this could solve the problem of air pollution and bring in revenue that can be used for the construction and maintenance of better roads and highways that could finally help decongest the infernal traffic of Metro Manila - a city that will be uninhabitable if nothing is done soon about the gridlocked traffic and the worsening air pollution. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/storypage.aspx?StoryId=75351 
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Bahrain

Respecting Nature...  

 By REBECCA TORR

BAHRAIN and other Gulf countries must strike a balance between development and environmental protection, say experts.

The sustainable development concept is gaining ground in the region, but it needs diversification, capacity building and technological support, says United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Regional Office for West Asia deputy regional director Dr A Basel Al Yousfi.

"The marine environment and coastal zones are suffering because of urban expansion and industrial activities," he told the GDN.

"Nonetheless it is a great opportunity to increase our efforts to protect the environment and achieve sustainable development.

"We need to strike a balance between economic progress and environmental responsibility and this can be achieved by careful planning."

He said the main challenges facing Bahrain and the region were scarcity of water resources and quality, over-consumption and depletion of fossil fuel energy, as well as climate change, land degradation, desertification, marine pollution, air pollution, industrial contamination and waste management.

"Bahrain is a small island and must be cautious regarding sensitive action on marine life," explained Dr Al Yousfi.

"We still have a lot to do in terms of raising awareness and capacity building, but it's better than a few decades ago. 

"Bahrain must focus on Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) on major projects. They are doing this, but we want it strengthened further.

"The urban expansion in coastal zones is part of our attention and we must always look for a balance between development and the environment."

Dr Al Yousfi was speaking yesterday on the sidelines of a one-day environment conference under the title" The State of the Environment in the Gulf Region."

The Third Regional Conference on Gulf Environment - Current Challenges was held at Crown Plaza, under the patronage of Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

UNEP regional office for West Asia director and regional representative Dr Habib El Habr said he was particularly concerned about the region's coastal environment, which was under pressure from population growth and development projects.

He said Bahrain's coastal development was pushing ahead at a tremendous rate and while it was important for the country's economic development, the environmental impact had to be considered.

EIA's are at the heart of sustainable development and a crucial part of the development process, because such tools help authorities to fully address impacts on the environment and develop strategies to minimise them, he added.

"An EIA is a requirement for any big project, but the problem is how and when it is being done," he told the GDN on the sidelines of the event.

"Any big project will have an environmental impact on its surrounding and we must balance this with what impact it will have on the environment in the long run.

"If you talk about big coastal projects, we need knowledge about what use to be there before dredging and construction.

"You will definitely have a negative impact while the whole process of dredging and construction takes place, but after a time you will see marine life coming back."

Dr El Habr said the region needed to invest more in research and development of renewable energy.

He said countries in the GCC were starting to look into combining fossil fuel with solar and wind power.

Others speaking at the opening were Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife director-general Professor Dr Ismail Al Madani, MicroMedia, Qatar manager Babekir Osman and Supreme Council for the Environment public relations officer Khalid Saleh.

The conference was organised by MicroMedia, Qatar, supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the governments of Bahrain and Qatar, and sponsored by GPIC.

It was held in celebration of the Regional Day for Protecting the Arabian Gulf Environment, which falls annually on April 24.

The aim of the event was to assess current environmental challenges in the Gulf, co-ordinate protection efforts, and ensemble environmental professionals to evaluate contemporary global environment technologies.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=180387&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30038
Gulf environment to be discussed  

ENVIRONMENTAL challenges in the Gulf will be discussed at a one-day conference being held at the Crown Plaza today.

The Third Regional Conference on Gulf Environment - Current Challenges will open at 9am under the patronage of Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

It is supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the governments of Bahrain and Qatar.

The conference is held in celebration of the Regional Day for Protecting the Arabian Gulf Environment, which falls annually on April 24.

The aim of the event is to assess current environmental challenges in the Gulf, co-ordinate protection efforts, and ensemble environmental professionals to evaluate contemporary global environment technologies.

It also intends to assess the current environmental status, examine policies and regulations, highlight protectionist efforts, optimise educational campaigns, co-ordinate regional efforts, and assemble environmentalists and technologist to underscore the most recent environmental studies, technologies and solutions.

Speakers include senior environmentalists, dignitaries and educators from around the globe, who will address global environmental concerns and highlight the current international stay on regulatory and policy issues.

With specific reference to the Gulf region, they will discuss environmental challenges and opportunities, sustainable tourism and environment considerations, as well as water resource management and air quality and pollution. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=180236&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30037
Vow to clean up swamp  

By GEOFFREY BEW

THE Health Ministry has pledged to clean up a swampy area in Wadi Al Buhair that is said to be attracting mosquitoes and sand flies. Environmental health Chief Abdulla Al Sitrawi said officials were aware of the problem and were doing everything they could to resolve the issue.

His comments came after Central Municipal Council Chairman Abdulrahman Al Hassan called for action after a child in the village had to be treated with antibiotics, after being bitten by a 'sand fly'.

He said that while only one case was reported, it was possible that there were many more sand flies in the stagnant water and warned more residents could be bitten if action was not taken to clean it up.

"The ministry is aware of the problem and action is being taken to resolve it," said Mr Al Sitrawi in a statement.

"There is a weekly programme for spraying the stagnant water at Al Buhair to control mosquito larvae.

"The main solution for this problem is to pump the water out and keep the area dry.

"There is a main channel connected to the pump station, but the pump does not work regularly, which in turn leads to stagnation."

Mr Al Sitrawi called for the Works and Housing Ministry to repair the pump and carry out regular inspections to make sure water was being pumped out.

The Bahraini father of a 10-year-old boy, who only wanted to be known as Abdul, took his son to a private clinic after his arm became badly swollen and he was left screaming in pain.

The boy was treated with antibiotics for 10 days until the lump went away, following the incident in February.

"I have a small garden and he was playing there and our boundary is just a few metres away from the swamp," Mr Abdul told the GDN.

"Suddenly we found that there was a big swelling on his right arm.

"It became twice the normal size and was hard like a stone.

"He was in a lot of pain and was screaming.

"He has completely healed now but I cannot let him go out in the garden because I am scared it will happen again."

Mr Abdul said the doctor who treated his son said it was strange to see such a reaction from a bite and revealed it could only have come from a sand fly.

The specialist said the insect does not belong to Bahrain, and is usually found in Iraq and northern Saudi Arabia.

It can apparently live under the sand for up to six months and only leaves the ground when it comes into contact with water. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=180441&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30039 

Environmental action plan approved  

MARITIME authorities in the GCC countries, Yemen, Iran and Pakistan yesterday approved an action plan on environmental protection as well as combating piracy, armed robbery and other criminal activity.

The recommendations, which came out of a three-day Regional Seminar on Maritime Security in the Arabian Gulf, are not binding in the same way as government agreements, but it is hoped that it will improve co-operation.

"We cannot force them to abide by the recommendations, but perhaps we can convince them to," said International Maritime Organisation (IMO) maritime security section head Chris Trelawny.

Bahrain's General Organisation of Seaports maritime affairs director Essa Yateem said the countries that took part agreed on many key points.

"These include the implementation of relevant international legal instruments; implementation of national maritime security policies and legislation; co-operation between national agencies both nationally and internationally; countering piracy, armed robbery against ships, criminal and other unlawful acts at sea; maintaining a balance between security and facilitation of global trade; co-operation with respect to the safety of life at sea, search and rescue, protection of the marine environment and development of sustainable fisheries," he said.

The three-day event, which ended yesterday at the Diplomat Radisson SAS Hotel, Residence and Spa, Manama, was sponsored by the IMO and organised by the general organisation.

The event was held under the patronage of Interior Minister Shaikh Rashid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa.

Mr Yateem said while piracy and other crimes at sea are not major issues in the Gulf at the moment, it was important for the region to take pre-emptive measures.

Mr Trelawny added that while piracy wasn't common in the Gulf, it could touch Gulf-based ships travelling to hotspots around the world.

"They need to be prepared in case they travel into areas such as the African coast and parts of the Far East where they could encounter pirates," he continued.

Mr Trelawny also said that good communication is the key to avoiding collisions between vessels at sea.

"While the number of vessels in the ocean has increased, the number of accidents has been declining since the 1980s, thanks to more international agreements," he added. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=180358&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30038 

Environment role praised  

By EUNICE del ROSARIO

BAHRAIN is well placed to achieve environmental sustainability despite challenges brought by its rapidly growing economy, according to an expert.

The country is much better placed than it was 40 years ago to preserve its environment, said Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI)-Medical University of Bahrain (MUB) academic committee chairman and foundation director Dr Brendan Kavanagh.

He was delivering a lecture at the Bahrain Historical and Archaeological Society, Juffair, last night entitled The Challenges to Environmental Sustainability in a Rapidly Growing Economy. 

"Challenges are faced by countries around the world when it comes to environmental sustainability, but Bahrain's economic structure is very much in place and there is a lot of sophistication in the process here that was not available 30 to 40 years ago," he told the GDN. 

He said maintaining the balance between the needs of people, society, the environment and economy is key to environmental sustainability.

"It is a big challenge to do that and everybody sees it from their own perspective," he said.

"The challenge is there in every country, no matter how big or small.

"I think Bahrain is taking this challenge very well because now you have lots of research on environmental sustainability, there is a lot more technology that can be used and you (can learn from) the experience of other countries." 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=180247&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30037 

UAE

Integrated systems sought to preserve environment

By a staff reporter 

29 April 2007 

ABU DHABI — At a meeting attended by representatives of 14 companies in the capital yesterday, the Environment Authority of Abu Dhabi (EAAD) underlined the importance of integrated systems to preserve environment and maintaining the health and safety standards in the industrial sector.

The meeting reviewed the plans and procedures needed for implementation of these integrated systems, which include the ISO 14001 requirements to protect the environment.

The EAAD also discussed the terms and conditions for approval of licences and ways to maintain the quality of water.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2007/april/theuae_april803.xml 

More time sought to combat pollution problem

By Adel Arafah 

28 April 2007 

ABU DHABI — Minister of Environment and Water Dr Mohammed Saeed Al Kindi has requested members of the Federal National Council (FNC) to give the ministry some time to tackle the problem of pollution caused by cement factories, stone breakers and waste incinerators in the Northern Emirates.|

While expressing confidence about the ability of his ministry's officials in resolving such issues, Dr Al Kindi pointed out, "The Ministry of Environment is just 15 months old. It is a short time to handle all environment and pollution-related problems."|

He said the ministry is focusing on the new strategy that was unveiled recently by His Highness Shaikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai.|

This strategy considers protection of environment as top priority of the ministry. All the arms of the ministry are geared towards solving pollution-related problems as soon as possible, he added.|

Dr Al Kindi stated that the ministry will set up offices all over the country to look into the complaints and adopt measures to resolve them.|

He pointed out that his ministry, with cooperation from the Ministry of Health, will determine the extent of pollution and the dangers it poses to public health, and take appropriate action.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2007/april/theuae_april792.xml 

Oman

Lecture on climate change

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — Continuing its focus on global warming issues, British Council Oman recently invited a leading environmental expert to speak to students of Sultan Qaboos University on the question of climate change. Richard Dawson (pictured), Project Manager at Field Studies Council (FSC) Environmental Education, delivered a lecture on the theme, ‘Living with Climate Change’. His premise is that the debate on the science of climate change is over; in fact there is a rare scientific consensus about climate change. This is reflected by most governments and big companies in that they are now talking about how to deal with climate change and not whether it is it really happening.

“A key barrier to tackling climate change has been the rather negative way it is discussed. Yes, climate change is bad and could have enormous consequences, but to engender change we need to frame the climate change debate in more positive and inspirational language,” Dawson stresses. “People care about their quality of life and to many, climate change is seen as a threat to that. In the talk ‘Living with Climate Change’ I wanted to offer a brighter and more exciting future. Climate change is happening. 

We can either ignore it and deal with the consequences, or we can take this as an opportunity to reframe the way we perceive development, quality of life and the role of the global economy in meeting human needs. The talk, I hope, gave some ideas and ways that can enable us to adapt in ways that maintain a high quality of life for all whilst mitigating the worst impacts of climate change. 

This is not really a race to find solutions as they already exist, it is a race about ideas and to communicate the fact that we can change for the better! Finally, I wanted to draw participants’ attention to the fact that change needs to take place systemically at national and international level if we are to succeed,” he explains.

Richard Dawson has worked in environmental education in Thailand spending three years with the Thai government and one year working for an NGO. Following this he worked for Bristol City Council developing a citywide Education for Sustainable Development Strategy before joining the FSC. He believes that change towards a sustainable environment requires a change in thinking and approach to problem solving. “This is a challenge for educators and one reason that I find this field exciting and full of possibilities,” he adds.

Lebanon

Dahiyeh residents join in new project to clean up war mess

By Nour Samaha 

Daily Star staff

Monday, April 30, 2007

DAHIYEH: Residents of the Dahiyeh have embarked on a new project to tidy up and straighten the southern suburbs of Beirut following the summer 2006 war with Israel. Dahiyeh municipalities, in collaboration with the social division of Hizbullah, the municipality of Tehran, the Iranian Committee for the Rebuilding of Lebanon and Sukleen have organized the "Together for a Cleaner Environment" campaign, now in its second week of operation.

Shop-owners and residents voiced their support for the new project, saying that the devastation in the Dahiyeh has been forgotten amid the political problems plaguing the country. 

"This project is important for the Dahiyeh and for the people of the Dahiyeh, mainly because of the issue of microbes and diseases," resident Mariam Hassoum told The Daily Star. "With the summer approaching, which brings with it heat and dust, the garbage and debris in the area will become bad for people's health, so this issue needs to be sorted out now."

"I hope the project will encourage people to come back from abroad and visit," she said.

Store owner Mohammad Khalaf felt that the project was not only necessary, but should have been undertaken by the government. "The project is necessary and I'm glad it's happening ... We would rather if the government took control and tidied the place up because that is their responsibility," he said. "But they neglect this area, so it is up to us to take action!\

 http://www.dailystar.com.lb
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Ban Ki-moon heads to Sharm el-Sheikh next week for Iraq

Compact launch

27 April – 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon heads to Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, next week for the formal launch of the International Compact with Iraq (ICI), a five-year peace and development plan which envisages a reciprocal relationship between peace-building and economic prosperity in the war-ravaged country.

Mr. Ban, who will co-chair the launch with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, also plans to attend a high-level meeting to include the foreign ministers of the “expanded Iraq neighbours, representatives of the Permanent Members of the Security Council and members of the G-8 countries,” spokesman Michele Montas told reporters in New York. The Group of 8 brings together Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Meanwhile, Mr. Ban’s Special Adviser for the International Compact with Iraq and Other Political Issues, Ibrahim Gambari, continued his meetings in various capitals to widen support for the initiative and discuss commitments of Member States before the 3 May launch in Sharm el-Sheikh. “He met in Brussels today with Javier Solana, the European Union’s High Representative for the Common Foreign and

Security Policy, who confirmed his attendance at the launch event, as well as that of several ministers of the European Union (EU),” Ms. Montas reported.

Earlier in the week, Mr. Gambari, who is travelling with Sinan Mohammed Rida Al-Shabibi, the Governor of the Central Bank of Iraq, held high-level meetings in London, Kuwait City and Sofia. An initiative of the Iraqi Government for a new partnership with the international community, the Compact is a five-year national plan that includes benchmarks and mutual commitments from both partners with the aim of helping the country on the path towards peace, sound governance and economic reconstruction.

Under the plan, the Government will work to meet basic needs, protect the rights of all citizens and ensure the optimal use of the country’s resources for the common good. 

National reconciliation, improved security, better governance and continued economic and social reforms should help unlock Iraq’s own development potential, according to the ICI, which calls on the country’s international partners to provide financial, technical and political support to help meet these challenges on the basis of mutual commitments.

Security Council lifts ban on diamond exports from Liberia

The Security Council voted today to lift its six-year-old ban on the export of diamonds from Liberia that was introduced to stop proceeds from the sale of these so-called “blood diamonds” from fuelling wars across West Africa.

In a resolution adopted unanimously, the Council agreed that Liberia has made enough progress towards establishing the necessary internal controls to satisfy the minimum requirements of the Kimberley Process to justify ending the embargo.

But the 15-member body also agreed to review, if necessary, its decision to lift the embargo within 90 days.

Begun in 2000 by southern African diamond-producing countries, the Kimberley Process led to the adoption in November 2002 in Interlaken, Switzerland, of the international Certification Scheme for rough diamonds, based primarily on national certification schemes and on internationally-agreed minimum standards. Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, which holds the rotating Council presidency for this month, said after today’s resolution that he was hopeful Liberia would soon fully join the Kimberley Process. “That’s a reflection of our confidence in that country [and] in its leadership, and I wish that it should now progress quickly,” Mr. Jones Parry said.

Liberian Ambassador Lami Kawah said the decision “means a lot to Liberia and the people of Liberia as we move forward,” adding that the Government was happy to continue with the monitoring process over its diamond trade.

Trafficking in blood diamonds is considered one of the root causes of the civil wars that have plagued West Africa, especially in Liberia and neighbouring Sierra Leone.

Security Council

Climate change tops Ban Ki-moon’s meetings with EC president,

Al Gore

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today held separate meetings on climate change with European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso and former United States Vice President Al Gore. “You are fully aware of my strong commitment to address the global warming issue and I am going to take an important role in mobilizing political will in close coordination with the European Commission when I attend the G-8 Summit meeting in June,” Mr. Ban told reporters following his meeting with Mr. Barroso.

The Secretary-General was briefed by Mr. Barroso on recent decisions taken by the European Union (EU) regarding global warming. “We were very happy to take the lead in the matter and so we welcome all efforts that can be pursued at the United Nations level,” said the European Commission chief.

“Now what we need is the political will to give an answer to that challenge” of climate change, he added.

Mr. Ban, who met the Commission’s president earlier this year in Europe, welcomed an EU scheme to slash emissions of harmful gases by 20 per cent by 2020, calling it a “very important initiative” and pledging his support. He also lauded the EU’s efforts to garner the participation of developing countries to reduce their emissions. On his separate meeting with former US Vice President and environmental activist Al Gore today, Mr.  “very much encouraged by his firm commitment, as well as voluntary willingness to help the cause of the United Nations” regarding global warming.

Mr. Ban stated that he hopes to work closely with Mr. Gore to mobilize countries and “enhance the awareness of the international community with this issue.”

Among the other issues discussed by Mr. Ban and Mr. Barroso were the Darfur situation and UN reform.

Regarding Darfur, Mr. Barroso stated that the EU has made a commitment to boost support to Africa and expressed his gratitude to the Secretary-General for shedding light   dramatic situation.” He also underscored the importance of UN reform, saying that restructuring is vital to maintain the world body’s credibility.

To further the causes of development, human rights and global security, “a more efficient, more modern United Nations” is necessary, he argued.

UN human rights expert group on Darfur to hold meeting with

Sudan

The Group of Experts on Darfur established by the United Nations Human Rights Council last month announced plans today to meet with senior Sudanese Government officials next month to discuss how to introduce practical measures to improve the human rights situation in the war-torn region.

Wrapping up its first consultative meeting in Geneva, the seven-member group of independent experts said they would meet the Sudanese representatives in the Swiss city from 23 to 25 May. “The meeting will identify practical steps to be taken as a matter of priority to implement the relevant resolutions of the UN human rights mechanisms with regards to Darfur,” according to a statement issued by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). “In addition, the meeting will assess the needs of the Sudan in order to ensure effective implementation of those steps.”

The Group of Experts on Darfur was created on 30 March in a Council resolution adopted by consensus, and it is expected to report to the next session in June on the results of its meeting later next month.

That meeting has been scheduled amid mounting international concern at the human rights situation inside Darfur, where more than 200,000 people have been killed and at least 2 million others forced to flee their homes since 2003 because of fighting between Government forces, allied Janjaweed militias and rebel groups. Numerous towns and villages have been torched and there have reports of deliberate targeting of civilians.

Sima Samar, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Sudan, presides over the experts’ group. The other members are: the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for children and armed conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy; the

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Philip Alston, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on the situation of human rights defenders, Hina Jilani; the Secretary-General’s Representative on human  rights of internally displaced persons (IDPs), Walter Kälin; the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, Manfred Nowak; and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Yakin Ertürk.

UN refugee chief vows to spotlight ‘forgotten’ situation in eastern Sudan

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) pledged today to shine the spotlight on the “forgotten situation” in eastern Sudan, where the agency has been running camps since 1968 for displaced Eritreans and Ethiopians, but has attracted little international attention. António Guterres concluded a four-day visit to Sudan by touring camps in Kassala state, one of two in the country’s east – the other is Gedaref – that currently host about 136,000 refugees.

That number, spread across 12 camps in the arid and harsh region, keeps rising as new arrivals from Eritrea appear every week, UNHCR said in a statement today.

Mr. Guterres visited the Wad Sherif and Kilo 26 camps and held talks in Kassala with local authorities and officials from UNHCR’s Sudanese Government counterpart, the Commissioner for Refugees. Many of the people Mr. Guterres spoke to said eastern Sudan’s infrastructure and environment have been severely affected by the presence of the thousands of refugees from the two neighbouring States. “We have a huge refugee population here to whom nobody is paying attention,” Mr. Guterres said. “These are forgotten people… 

Today, the whole world focuses on Darfur and South Sudan and nobody thinks of the refugees in the east. People also forgot that Sudan has been one of the most generous countries [for] hosting refugees for 40 years. Personally I believe this generosity is rooted in Islam.” UNHCR is trying to transform its operations in eastern Sudan from care and maintenance programmes to projects that enhance the refugees’ self-reliance, especially given that voluntary repatriation is not an option in the short term.

Mr. Guterres voiced shock at the living conditions inside the camps, which lack adequate health care facilities and decent water supplies and often have bad sanitation or are marked by residents’ malnutrition.

The first UNHCR camp in the region opened in 1968, while Kilo 26 (currently home to 12,500 people) began in 1979 and Wad Sherif (33,370 refugees) in 1982.

UNHCR also has operations in the war-torn region of Darfur in western Sudan, where some 2 million locals have become internally displaced and 25,000 others from neighbouring Chad are living because of fighting in their own country.

In southern Sudan, UNHCR is assisting the return home of millions of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) following the signing of a comprehensive peace agreement in early 2005 ending the long-running civil war between north and south.

Yesterday, the UNHCR programme to voluntarily repatriate southern Sudanese from Ethiopia reached a milestone when the 20,000th returnee made the journey back to Upper Nile state.

Nepal has made rapid advances, but obstacles lie ahead – report by Ban Ki-moon

The peace process in Nepal has made “remarkable progress” since the start of last year, but complex questions remain about how to monitor the management of arms and armed personnel, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says in his latest report to the Security Council on the situation in the Himalayan country.

Mr. Ban also warns that the upcoming election of a Constituent Assembly must be conducted in a manner that reflects the genuine will of the Nepalese people, including those communities that have been marginalized traditionally.

In his progress report to the Security Council, Mr. Ban says “few could have imagined at the beginning of 2006 that an end to the armed conflict would have been declared,” the UN would have started implementing an agreement on managing arms and armed personnel, and that the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) would have entered an interim legislature with the Government. “These are historic achievements,” the Secretary-General writes, praising all parties for the willingness to strive towards consensus on some of the most divisive issues, but also noting that some of the underlying causes of the conflict are yet to be tackled.

Mr. Ban’s report is being released one year after a 19-day “people’s movement” which saw hundreds of thousands of people take to the streets in cities and towns across the country culminated in the king relinquishing executive power and reinstating Parliament. Last November’s comprehensive peace agreement then formally ended a decade-long conflict that killed 13,000 people and paralyzed life in the countryside.

That agreement includes provisions for the storage of arms used by the two sides, but Mr. Ban warns in his report that much remains to be done on that front, as well as on the cantonment of armed personnel. “Conditions at cantonment sites have been of great concern to the UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN),” particularly given the scheduled arrival in mid-June of the annual monsoon rains, Mr. Ban says.

One of UNMIN’s core roles is to help the Nepalese elect a Constituent Assembly later this year, and the Secretary-General stresses that this will also require support from the country’s Election Commission, most notably in voter education.

“It will also require a cooperative effort to establish public security through effective law enforcement that respects human rights, in a country previously divided between State and non-State actors and where the police have yet to be deployed nationwide.”

UNICEF condemns indiscriminate mortar attack on Somali hospital

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today condemned a mortar attack on a hospital in the Somali capital Mogadishu, which has been wracked by escalating violence in recent weeks. “We deplore the indiscriminate shelling of a medical facility,” said Christian Balslev-Olesen, UNICEF’s Representative in

Somalia. “It is an action that is totally unacceptable and one for which no justification can be given.” According to UN estimates, 340,000 people – roughly one-third of the city’s population – have fled the deadly clashes in the capital Mogadishu since the start of February, and this number is expected to increase as more information becomes available. “Where is the accountability in this conflict?” Mr. Balslev-Olesen asked. “Every day thousands of displaced people – most of them women and children – are living a nightmare of violence” and “enduring a perilous and intolerable existence.”

He also voiced frustration that the agency’s efforts to deliver urgently needed relief supplies is being hampered by the insecurity. “We cannot access our warehouses in Mogadishu and we cannot effectively reach the people who need our assistance the most.”

According to UNICEF, child protection monitors in the capital report that children have been victims of indiscriminate shooting and shelling. Displacement is also forcing women to leave their children unattended as they search for food, water and shelter. The agency is working with its partners on the ground to identify and reunite hundreds of children who have lost their parents during the violence with their families.

Since January, almost 17,000 cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) have been reported in central and southern Somalia, which includes Mogadishu and surrounding areas. As of mid-April, there have been 593 deaths and nearly 40 confirmed cases of cholera.

UNICEF also appealed for $11.5 million to meet the nutrition, health, education and protection needs of children affected by the conflict.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other organizations have finished their first round of supplying aid in the small town of Afgooye, 30 kilometres west of the capital, and now home to 35,000 people who escaped the hostilities in Mogadishu.

Among other supplies, the agency provided plastic sheeting to the displaced, who had previously been sleeping under trees.

“They now at least have a shelter to protect them and their children from the scorching sun, the chilly nights and the soaking rains,” UNHCR spokesperson William Spindler said at a press briefing in Geneva.

UNHCR plans to begin another phase of distributing relief supplies tomorrow morning, which will help a further 13,500 people. Supplies were airlifted from Dubai to the town of Baidoa, 200 kilometres from Afgooye. Trucks carrying the items arrived in Afgooye after being blocked yesterday when Ethiopian soldiers closed a bridge on the tow n’s outskirts.

The agency’s Somali staff in the town state that Mogadishu has become a ghost town, with more than half of its neighbourhoods now deserted.

Meanwhile, according to his spokesperson Michele Montas, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon this week informed the Security Council in a letter that he intends to extend the mandate of his Special Representative for the country François Lonsény Fall by one year.

With the renewed mandate, Mr. Fall will serve in his current position until 8 May 2008.

Fiji: UN fact-finding mission on post-coup situation finishes work

The United Nations fact-finding mission dispatched to Fiji to assess the political and electoral situation in the Pacific island nation in the wake of the coup d’état last December wrapped up its work today. UN spokesperson Michele Montas told journalists that the inter-agency mission held a wide range of talks with various interlocutors while in Fiji, with discussions focusing on elections, human rights, the rule of law and the restoration of democracy, peace and stability.

Led by Jehangir Khan of the UN Department of Political Affairs, the mission included electoral and political experts, as well as representatives from the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon dispatched the team last week in response to a Security Council call for the restoration of democracy and a peaceful resolution of political tensions.

The mission will submit confidential recommendations to Mr. Ban when it returns, Ms.  would form the basis of continued consultations between the UN and Fiji.

The trip took place after the Council, Mr. Ban and other UN officials condemned the military coup on 5 December last year and urged that a peaceful restoration of the democratically elected Government take place as soon as possible. Fiji has had four coups since 1987.

UNICEF calls on Sri Lankan fighting faction to stop using children as soldiers

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today voiced concern about a paramilitary group which sides with the Government of Sri Lanka against separatist Tamil Tiger rebels that the agency believes is not living up to public assurances to eschew recruitment of children as soldiers to fight in the country’s bloody civil conflict.

Although the so-called Karuna faction – which split from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and now supports

Government troops – denies that it is actively enlisting children as soldiers, UNICEF says there are consistent reports that contradict this.

After returning from a mission last week to a conflict area where the Karuna group was supposed to provide UNICEF access to a camp, the agency’s head of protection in Sri Lanka, Andrew Brooks, described the level of cooperation as “stalemated.”

“We seriously question whether the Karuna group is acting in good faith,” he said in the capital, Colombo.

“Our supposed cooperation is obscured by the faction’s apparent determination to delay, frustrate, and mislead the process to end the use of children as combatants in this country’s conflict.”

Last week’s assessment was intended to be the first of regular inspection of known locations of the Karuna faction and its political offshoot, known as the TMVP, to verify that no children are being used as soldiers.

However, the leader of the UN team reported that he had been led to hastily created mock site in a jungle area, and despite the Karuna group’s repeated promises to fully cooperate, requests by the world body to inspect known locations were spurned.

After a UN fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka last November, the faction’s leader, Vinayagamoorthi Muralitharan, known as “Colonel Karuna,” reassured the UN that his group would cooperate in efforts to curtail child combatant recruitment.

Despite these assurances, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned in a report to the Security Council in January that “a particularly disconcerting development during the reporting period was the increase in abductions and recruitment of children in the east by the Karuna faction.” The report also cited the Sri Lankan army’s complicity in the group’s efforts to enlist children.

“Unfortunately, despite exhaustive approaches to the Karuna group and TMVP officials since then, the few children they’re released falls well short of the public commitments they’ve made,” Mr. Brooks said. “We continue to receive reports of children being recruited.”

According to UNICEF, as of the end of last month, out of the 285 children known to have been recruited as soldiers by the Karuna faction, there were 194 outstanding cases.

Secretary-General regrets fatal violence during protest at statue removal in Estonia

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed dismay today after one person was reported killed and dozens of other were injured in the Estonian capital amid unrest after authorities removed a contentious Soviet-era war memorial.

In a statement issued by his spokesperson in New York, Mr. Ban said he “regrets the violence and the loss of life” in

Tallinn, and “appeals to all concerned with the issues at hand in a spirit of respect and conciliation.”

Media reports say one person was killed and more than 40 others were injured during overnight protests at the moving of the monument, which is a bronze statue of a Soviet Union soldier.

UN human rights chief urges Tajikistan to take further steps on access to justice

Tajikistan must take active steps to ensure there is wider access to justice and it should also allow local and international monitors to visit places of detention, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said today after concluding official talks in her visit to the country, the second leg of her four-nation trip to Central Asia.

Ms. Arbour met with senior Tajik Government officials, including President Emomali Rakhmon, Foreign Minister Hamrokhon Zarifi and Deputy Internal Affairs Minister Rauf Yousoupov, during several days of talks in Dushanbe, the Tajik capital.

She also spoke with Supreme Court Chairperson Nusratullo Abdulloev, Justice Minister Bakhtyor Khudoyorov and Deputy Prosecutor-General Abdusami Dadabaev, according to a statement issued by her office (OHCHR).

During these meetings Ms. Arbour discussed Tajikistan’s ongoing reforms of its justice system, particularly the areas of law enforcement, criminal procedures and the independence of the judiciary.

The High Commissioner described access to justice as “a major challenge that needs to be addressed in a participatory manner and in compliance with international standards,” and called on the Government to implement the recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers, Leandro Despouy, after his visit in 2005.

Ms. Arbour also encouraged the Government to provide greater access for human rights monitors, including the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to Tajikistan’s places of detention, and suggested that the country consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture, which contains a framework for monitoring places of detention. Noting that Tajikistan has furnished reports required under six of the key human rights instruments it has ratified, Ms. Arbour called on the Government to take steps to ensure that the recommendations made by the experts who reviewed them are fully implemented. The High Commissioner also held meetings with Vladimir Sorokov, the Head of the UN Tajikistan Office of Peacebuilding

(UNTOP), as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the diplomatic corps, political parties and civil society groups.

Ms. Arbour urged the Government to “engage in a continuous dialogue” with civil society groups and opposition parties and to “ensure democratic space for their activities.”

She wraps up her visit to Tajikistan on Sunday and then heads to Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan as part of her efforts to increase OHCHR’s efforts in Central Asia. The first leg of her 11-day trip took her to Kyrgyzstan.

UN gears up to support weekend elections in Haiti

The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) has announced plans to continue its support for the country’s electoral process when polls are held this weekend to fill a number of public offices.

“We are mobilizing nearly 600 MINUSTAH staff, 200 vehicles and 11 helicopters,” Marc Plum, head of electoral support in the mission’s Civil Affairs Bureau, told a press briefing in Port-au-Prince on Thursday.

The elections will affect some 300,000 voters in the country, filling offices such as mayor and city delegate in several regions.

As with the preceding three rounds of elections, MINUSTAH will support the Haitian authorities in the electoral process, including by bolstering the security efforts of the national police, Mr. Plum said.

On Sunday, “the Haitian people can show to the international community that democracy is alive in Haiti,” he said. In another development, the mission continues to help victims of Tuesday’s ferry accident at Jérémie, where 15 people were killed and 49 injured when the boat suddenly pitched, throwing scores of passengers overboard.

UN Police (UNPOL) arrived on the scene in support of efforts by their Haitian counterparts to evacuate the injured.

MINUSTAH military officers also arrived to help with security. In addition, members of the mission’s human rights team helped reunite two young children with their parents.

MINUSTAH and the authorities continue to temporarily shelter the passengers that could not go back to their homes, according to a UN spokesperson.

More must be done to lift fisherman out of poverty and preserve fish stocks – UN

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today said that greater efforts must be made to lift fishermen out of poverty and reduce the overexploitation of threatened fish stocks. “While fishing’s role in helping people in the world’s poorest communities feed themselves and stave off destitution cannot be understated, our studies reveal that despite the food and income that fishing provides many fisherfolk still live in poverty,” said Ichiro Nomura, Assistant Director-General of FAO’s Fisheries and Aquaculture Department.

Fishing communities are often overcrowded and are characterized by sub-standard living conditions, with residents having low levels of education and lack of access to services, such as schools and health care, and infrastructure, such as roads and markets. Many fishers also do not have the rights to the property on which they live.

Opportunities for employments in fields other than fishing – an extremely hazardous occupation – are limited.

Due in part to their poverty and vulnerability, fishing communities also face problems such as a high rate of HIV infection.

In developing countries in Africa, Asia and Central America, the rate of infection is as much as five to 14 times greater in fishing areas than in the general population.

“Stronger efforts to tackle the diverse factors underlying this reality are needed, or else these communities will simply continue to tread water, surviving from day to day, living in poverty, and not managing local fish stocks as well as they might,” Mr. Nomura said.

FAO asserts that poverty also contributes to poor fishing management, resulting in the shrinking coastal and inland fish stocks.

“Poor people can rarely afford to defend their long-term interests of securing access to healthy fish stock,” Mr. Nomura noted.

According to the agency, greater strides to bolster education, income and health issues in fishing communities will not only help combat poverty and social problems, but will have the added benefit of solving problems related to fish stocks.

In addition, by granting small-scale fishermen legal access to fishing sites, increasing their responsibility in managing local fisheries and providing training, the issues of poor management and stock degradation could be addressed.

The topic of poverty and social problems in small fishing communities was discussed by 131 countries participating in FAO’s Committee on Fisheries meeting last month, who called for the “adoption of human rights principles” in social development and a “rights-based approach to managing small-scale fisheries.”

UN-backed fund against disease seeks to ramp up spending by

2010

The United Nations-backed Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria needs to treble its spending by

2010 to keep up with demand for its financing that is projected to rise around the world, especially in developing countries, the Fund’s Board agreed today.

The Fund is seeking between $6 billion and $8 billion each year from 2008 to 2010, depending on the level of demand in the world’s poorest countries, the Board concluded at a meeting in Geneva.

Executive Director Michel Kazatchkine called the new projected spending “an inspiring challenge” to both donors and the people who work on Fund-backed projects in more than 130 nations. “The Board’s vision of tripling or even quadrupling the size of the Global Fund is a strong vote of confidence for our work.

Programmes we support are currently saving 3,000 lives per day,” Dr. Kazatchkine said.

“The increase in funding will allow the world to do much, much more, to reach G-8 and UN goals like providing AIDS treatment to all who need it, having every African child sleep under a bed net, and cutting the death toll of TB in half.”

Recognizing that raising $6-8 billion per year requires substantially increased contributions, the Board called on all stakeholders to play their part to mobilize the extra funding. Donors will meet in Berlin in September to secure initial funding pledges for the 2008-2010 period.

Set up in 2002 on the initiative of then Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Global Fund is a public -private partnership that has committed $7.1 billion so far to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria in 136 countries. The three diseases kill more than

6 million people a year, and that number is growing. The Fund the Fund works closely with international partners, including the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)

and the UN World Health Organization (WHO), on many of the projects it supports.

UN Peacebuilding Commission discusses strategy for Burundi

The United Nations Peacebuilding Commission, which was established to help countries recovering from war avoid a relapse of violence, today held talks in New York on its strategy for Burundi, which suffered decades of ethnic conflict pitting the Hutu majority against the Tutsi minority. “The strategic framework is a document that should highlight the make or break priorities for sustaining peace in Burundi, and outline those commitments needed from the government and the international community to meet those priorities,” said Norway’s Ambassador Johan Løvald, who chaired the informal meeting and recently led a mission to the country. “To be most useful, the framework should not include a listing of needs, all of which are already well documented in existing frameworks and strategies, but should rather articulate those issues that will be critical for safeguarding peace in Burundi.”

The strategic framework recognizes the responsibility of the country’s leaders towards achieving stability, said Youssef Mahmoud, Executive Representative of the Secretary-General in Burundi. “This vision is one of a country where the ghost of the ethnic conflict and civil war will wiped out forever,” he declared.

But he stressed that the most immediate priority is effective implementation of the Ceasefire Agreement between the Government and the Palipehutu-National Liberation Forces (Palipehutu-FNL).

Another major challenge is the urgent need to quickly reach a national consensus on the justice mechanisms of transition and to assure progress toward national reconciliation, he said, calling for consolidation of democratic culture. Security forces, he stressed, must always act in the interests of the population, while ex-fighters must be reintegrated into society.

International support for Burundi is also key to the consolidation of peace, he said, proposing a series of consultations next month with all partners in this effort.

Established in December 2005, the Commission focuses on reconstruction, institution-building and the promotion of sustainable development in post-conflict countries.

Attacks targeting schools and educational staff on the rise – UN report

Deliberate political or military violence targeting education systems, from the assassination or abduction of teachers and students to the bombings and burnings of schools and universities, has jumped dramatically in a number of countries around the world, according to a United Nations report released today.

The report from the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) found that the perpetrators of most attacks committed them with impunity and there was limited if any systematic monitoring of incidents against schools or people connected to them.

It recommended the introduction of urgent measures to deter further attacks, including by giving extra resources to the International Criminal Court (ICC) to bring more education-related cases to trial. Education under attack concluded that it was not clear yet whether the recent rise in targeted attacks on students, educational staff and institutions reflected a disturbing new trend or merely the fluctuating levels of conflict around the world.

The situation is worst in Iraq, where only 30 per cent of the country’s 3.5 million pupils attend classes now, down from 75 per cent a year ago. At least 3,000 academics have fled the country – partly in response to the killing of 280 of their colleagues since the fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003 – and Baghdad’s universities say that attendance there has slumped by two thirds.

But violent attacks are also preventing pupils from attending school or university in other countries, especially Afghanistan, Colombia, Myanmar, Nepal and Thailand.

The nature of the attacks varies widely, from the abduction of thousands of children to work as child soldiers to the multiple bomb blasts that have killed dozens of students at schools in Iraq.

Launching the report today at UNESCO headquarters in Paris, Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura urged national authorities and the international community to stand united against such attacks.

“Education is one of the pillars of development, prosperity and peace,” Mr. Matsuura said. “It is a human right. We must do our utmost to defend and ensure the security of those who are working in this vital area.”

The report calls for stepped-up action worldwide to end impunity for attacks and the need for wider application of human rights instruments to protect students and teachers who face attacks. It is dedicated to the memory of Safia Ama Jan, who UNESCO lauds as “a champion of efforts to get Afghan girls into school, who was shot and killed outside her home in Kandahar in September, 2006.”

UN sustainable development meeting in search for balanced solutions on energy

Energy policies that can fuel economic and social development while reducing air pollution and the greenhouse gas emissions responsible for climate change will be considered by more than 2,000 participants at the United Nations Commission on session, which starts on Monday in New York.

Almost 80 government ministers are expected to attend the Commission, which will sustainable course of action on the interlinked issues of energy, climate change, air pollution and industrial development.

The chair of this year's session, Abdullah Hamad Al-Attiyah, Qatar's Energy Minister, stressed ahead of the opening that all delegates should remember that many people still do not have access to modern energy services.

About one in four people around the world do not have electricity, and an estimated 2.4 billion use traditional fuels such as firewood or dung for cooking or heating.

“As long as women and children have to forage for firewood, for as long as students cannot read after sunset, and as long as new businesses and industries cannot get the power they need to operate, we cannot expect to achieve development that is economically, socially and environmentally balanced,” he said.

Noting the gravity of the challenges ahead, Mr. Al-Attiyah said the task for this year's CSD session is to decide specific policy options and practical measures that can work. “I am optimistic about the future,” he said. “The coming decades will witness significant investments in energy infrastructure, as well as in industrial development. We must seize the opportunity to make a difference by making the right policy decisions and choices.”

This year's CSD will mark the 20th anniversary of the Brundtland Commission report, Our Common Future, that was seen as a landmark document on sustainable development. To mark the anniversary, Gro Harlem Brundtland – a former

 norwegian prime minister and director-general of the UN World Health Organization (WHO) – is planning to address the high-level portion of the meeting on 9 May.

Energy use is expected to grow by 50 per cent over the next 25 years, with two thirds of that increase in developing countries. But there are numerous competing national and global energy issues that are also under consideration, including access to affordable energy, as well as reliable and clean energy supplies.

The CSD brings together government delegates and representatives of civil society, including women, children and youth, indigenous people, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), business, academia, local authorities, scientists, workers and trade unions.

Millions excluded from economic growth in Eastern Europe and Central Asia – UN

Millions of people, especially children, across Eastern Europe and Central Asia are not reaping the benefits of rapid economic expansion in the region, according to figures released by the United Nations today. The collection of statistics, entitled “Regional MDGInfo,” was culled by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN

Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), and spans the period from 1988 to 2005.

According to the findings, children in the region are suffering as badly as other children in the poorest parts of the world, with Tajikistan and Albania having the same levels of stunted growth among children below the age of five as the least developed countries.

There is also a large number of children in institutions. Russia has the highest rate of children in residential care, with the study showing that 1,200 children out of every 100,000 are placed in institutions.

Women are also being left behind in spite of the economic growth. With Romania and Bulgaria as the exception, the rest of the countries surveyed in 2003 reflected a 30 per cent different between the average wages of men and women. In some countries, the gap half of the populations of five of the region’s nations are living on less than $2 per day.

“These statistics, or welfare measurements, are vital, said Maria Calivis, UNICEF’s Regional Director for Central and Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States. “They tell us that too many children, women and families in rural areas of our region are not doing well, that they and their families are excluded from the current economic bonanza.”

The figures show that rural people are more disadvantaged. Between half and 80 per cent of homes are connected to regular water supplies, but in rural areas, this percentage dips to below 30 per cent in half of the countries surveyed.

“Studying these statistics is like surveying a car dashboard,” said Marek Belka, Executive Secretary of UNECE. “The engine is working hard, but we have warning signs of major problems. If we don’t address each problem, the overall economic and social welfare performance will be seriously affected.”

He added that some countries are not armed with the mechanisms to monitor such issues as poverty, unemployment and gender inequality, and urged for a strengthening of UN efforts to create a stronger and independent statistical system.

“Only the joint efforts of all the UN agencies can bring the countries of our region closer to the achievement of their commitments towards Millennium Development Goals,” referring to the eight targets aimed at slashing social ills, including extreme poverty and hunger, by 2015, said Jafar Javan, who serves as UNDP’s Chief of Policy Support and Programme Development in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Death of master Russian cellist and UNESCO Goodwill

Ambassador mourned

The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today expressed his “profound sadness” at the death of the great Russian cellist who also served as Goodwill Ambassador for the agency.

“I have always admired this exceptional musician, who knew how to turn his immense talent into an instrument for the defence of human rights,” Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement. “His genius enabled him to practice his art unrelentingly at the service of tolerance, the sound of his cello moving us to the quick.”

Mr. Rostropovich participated in the 1999 UNESCO-backed programme, the International Appeal for the Arts Education and Creativity at School.

With his wife, the famed singer Galina Vichnievskaia, he created a programme to provide measles-mumps-rubella vaccinations to children in Azerbaijan, and as a result, more than 700,000 children are immunized every year through the Vishnevskaya-Rostropovich Foundation. “In his life Rostropovich embodied a high idea of the dialogue among cultures and civilizations,” Mr. Matsuura said. “Committed to promoting freedom of expression alongside UNESCO, he lent his support to many cultural and educational projects throughout the world.”

On the occasion of his 80th birthday, Mr. Matsuura awarded UNESCO’s Mozart gold medal to Mr. Rostropovich for his work as a Goodwill Ambassador.

“He was always ready to help, present at our sides,” Mr. Matsuura remembered of the celebrated music ian.

 Mstislav Rostropovitch
UN launches leadership capacity scheme for world’s poorest countries

The United Nations has launched a programme to develop the national leadership capacity in the world’s least developed countries (LDCs), a group of States on the lowest economic rung.

To be carried out in partnership with UN agencies, donor countries and civil society organizations, the programme aims to use methods that have proven successful in development and corporate worlds to strengthen the ability of LDCs to address core development challenges, ranging from fighting HIV/AIDS to reducing poverty.

“This is a very important initiative that will build the capacity of LDCs to address major development concerns in a sustainable manner by tapping the unique strengths of individuals, communities and organizations in those countries,” said

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States during Wednesday’s launch at UN Headquarters in New York.

Mr. Chowdhury said that the programme was a timely response to the observation made during last year’s mid-term review of the Programme of Action for LDCs in Cotonou, Benin, where participants called for “support to LDCs in their efforts for leadership and capacity development with special focus on the young people and women.”

The programme will initially be implemented in nine countries – Cambodia, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, Yemen and Zambia. Mr. Chowdhury said that it will be extended to 20 more by the end of the year, with the target of covering all of the 50 LDCs in the following year.

At the launch, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Deputy Executive Director Kul Gautam observed that a large proportion of the News and Media Division, Department of Public Information (DPI) of the population of LDCs is composed of young people, who could be a major resource if given the necessary opportunities, but also a reservoir for discontent if neglected.
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General Meets with European Commission President
The Secretary-General just met with the European Commission President, Jose Manuel Barroso, with whom he discussed the UN reform process, climate change, Darfur and Kosovo.

The two of them then had a press appearance, which is available to you on our live webcast, from the UN News Centre web page.

During that briefing, the Secretary-General was asked about his meeting earlier today with former US Vice-President Al Gore, and he said that he was encouraged by Gore’s firm commitment and strong support regarding climate change efforts.  We’ll have the transcript of the press briefing for you shortly. 

**Secretary-General Travels
The Secretary-General will travel next week to Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where he will co-chair, on the 3rd of May, the launching of the International Compact with Iraq.

The Secretary-General will also attend a meeting of the foreign ministers of expanded Iraq neighbours, representatives of the permanent members of the Security Council and members of the G-8 countries.

** Iraq
Ibrahim Gambari, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for the Compact and Other Political Issues, continued his meetings in various capitals to widen support for the International Compact with Iraq and discuss commitments of Member States before the launch event next week in Sharm el-Sheikh.

He met in Brussels today with Javier Solana, the European Union’s High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, who confirmed his attendance at the launch event, as well as that of several ministers of the European Union.  

Earlier in the week, Gambari, who is travelling with Dr. Sinan Mohammed Rida al-Shabibi, the Governor of the Central Bank of Iraq, held high-level meetings in London, Kuwait City and Sofia, Bulgaria.

** Lebanon
On Lebanon, the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) received a report yesterday that an Israeli foot patrol allegedly crossed the Blue Line into Lebanese territory, in the general area of Kafar Chouba.

UNIFIL immediately deployed peacekeepers, followed by reinforcements, to the area, to ensure that there was no violation of the Blue Line, and technical experts were also sent to the area.  The team established that the Israeli foot patrol did not violate the Blue Line and did not cross into Lebanese territory. 

Today, UNIFIL peacekeepers continued to patrol and monitor the area, and the situation on the ground has been generally calm.

We also have a press release from UNIFIL saying that its full strength has risen to 13,308 peacekeepers.

**Security Council
At 3 this afternoon, the Security Council has scheduled a formal meeting to consider a resolution concerning the lifting of diamond sanctions on Liberia.

Afterwards, Council members expect to attend an informal meeting with the Foreign Minister of Ethiopia in Conference Room 8.

The Secretary-General informed the Security Council in a letter this week that he intends to extend the mandate of his Special Representative for Somalia, François Lonseny Fall, by a year, until 8 May 2008.

** Nepal
The Secretary-General, in his report to the Security Council, released today, said Nepal has advanced considerably in a very short period of time, and congratulates all the parties to the peace process for their hard work to achieve consensus on difficult issues.

The Secretary-General, however, added that much remains to be done in terms of the monitoring of arms and armed personnel which has been entrusted to the United Nations.

** Fiji
On Fiji, the UN inter-agency fact-finding mission to Fiji wrapped up its work today.  The mission held a wide range of discussions with various Fijian interlocutors on elections, human rights, the rule of law and related issues pertaining to the restoration of democracy, peace and stability.

The mission will submit its confidential recommendations to the Secretary-General upon its return.  That report will form the basis of continued consultations between the UN and Fiji.  We have more information on that in my office.

** Sri Lanka
On Sri Lanka, UNICEF today said that one of Sri Lanka’s warring groups, the so-called Karuna faction, is not taking seriously its commitment to the UN to end the recruitment of child soldiers.  The statement followed a UN mission undertaken last week to one of Sri Lanka’s conflict zones.

UNICEF is part of a Security Council-established task force that was charged with monitoring the serious violations of children’s rights in Sri Lanka.  We have a press release on that upstairs. 

** Sudan
The Group of Experts on Darfur, which was established last year by the Human Rights Council, today announced that it will meet with high-level representatives of the Sudanese Government in May to identify practical steps to improve the human rights situation in Darfur.

The Group of Experts on Darfur is to report at the Human Rights Council’s fifth session, which takes place this June.  The Group is chaired by Sima Samar, the Special Rapporteur on human rights in Sudan.  We have a press release in my office with more information.

**Chemical Weapons Convention
This Sunday will be the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the Chemical Weapons Convention.  And I have a message to mark the occasion.

The Secretary-General calls upon all States that have chemical weapons to destroy their stockpiles according to the agreed deadlines.  He also urges all Governments that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the Convention without delay.

The Secretary-General says we should redouble our efforts to ensure that no one’s life will ever be lost again through the use of chemical weapons.  We have the full statement in my office.

** Estonia Statement
I have a statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the events in Tallinn, Estonia. 

The Secretary-General regrets the violence and the loss of life in Tallinn, Estonia.  He appeals to all concerned to deal with the issues at hand in a spirit of respect and conciliation. 

** Rwanda Exhibit
The previously postponed exhibit entitled “Lessons from the Rwanda Genocide” is scheduled to open here at Headquarters on Monday.

The Secretary-General will open the exhibit at 6 p.m. in the South Gallery of the Visitors’ Lobby.  It will be on display here for three weeks. 

We have copies of a note to correspondents on this upstairs in my office.

**Week Ahead
And then we have, of course, other events in “The Week Ahead” available in my office.

**Press Conference
At 11 a.m. on Monday, 30 April, there will be a press conference by the Minister of Energy and Industry of Qatar, H.E. Abdullah bin Hamad al-Attiyah, on the opening of the fifteenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

This is all I have for you.  Questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  On Darfur, the Secretary-General said yesterday that he talked with Americans about having more time for diplomatic solutions for the problem.  How much time was given by the Americans?  And where do we stand now on the heavy [support] package agreement?

Spokesperson:  Well, there is no time given.  It was not a contract.  What the Secretary-General had wanted was, since he had just that same week had the meeting with Chairman [Alpha Oumar] Konaré of the AU on the issue of Darfur, and that they had had a commitment by President [Omer al-]Bashir, he wanted a little more time for the political solutions to move ahead.  There was no question of how much time ever discussed.  

Question:  On the heavy package agreement, where do we stand now?  Is there an update?   

Spokesperson:  On the heavy package agreement, I can have an update for you later on.  You can come to my office.  I will have it for you. 

Question:  In Somalia, the Prime Minister in an interview had said that the UN aid agencies are used to running the country like it’s their own fiefdom and that they’re basically disagreeing with Mr. [John] Holmes in terms of humanitarian access.  So I’m wondering if anyone in the UN system has some response to those statements or what the status is of humanitarian access in Somalia.  

Spokesperson:  Well, according to what I got today, the discussions were good and they were given access.  And the tone was positive on the part of WFP.   

Question:  You said Mr. Fall has been reappointed.  In this interim between talks, what is he doing? 

Spokesperson:  He is still continuing what he was doing. 

Question:  Ok, so he is based in Kenya?

Spokesperson:  Yes.

Question:  I wanted to ask, it’s a UN question but it follows up on yesterday’s noon briefing about UNDP.  They’ve said that their guy remains the Resident Coordinator even though he’s out of the country.  Since then, I’ve learned that the Resident Coordinator is also the designated officer for security.  Meaning that all the UN agencies have one person, that is the security officer, and it’s always the Resident Coordinator.  So how can the designated security officer for DPRK not be in the country?  If there is some distinction, if in this case some other agency has been designated or some other individual, who is the UN’s designated officer for security in North Korea? 

Spokesperson:  Well you can ask that question to Mr. Morrison.  

Question:  What I’m asking here is that it’s beyond coordinator.  It’s someone for all the UN agencies together.  So I asked WFP about something and they said you have to ask UNDP. That was about the Resident Coordinator.  This is a security thing.  I heard it’s DSS.  So that’s a Secretariat agency.  So I’m just wondering, just to confirm that the Security Officer for North Korea is in fact not in the country.  From what we’ve heard, the visas actually now have to be returned.     

Spokesperson:  As far as I know, Mr. Morrison told you yesterday about the people being withdrawn.  And if all the UNDP operations have been suspended I guess that’s probably the issue.  That’s probably why.

[The Spokesperson later said that the designated Security Officer in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is Jean-Pierre de Margerie.]

Question:  (inaudible) and we’ve since learned that the visas have been withdrawn or have been requested.  Anyway my question is simply, who is the designated security officer for the UN system, not for UNDP, since they’re not there anymore? It seems strange that they would answer for North Korea if they’re not there. 

Spokesperson:  We can find an answer for you.  And about Somalia, as far as I know, and I see the information I got there, there was a meeting about the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) of Somalia.  The meeting was positive.  WFP was given the green light to begin deliveries, which was done.  And basically everything is working now between WFP and TFG.  According to OCHA, the UN has some 200 national and international staff in south central Somalia whose sole aim is to assist the people of that country, including in delivering urgently needed life-saving assistance.  So, the UN humanitarian agencies, which are non-political, do not aspire to enjoy power in Somalia or elsewhere, as was said in an article today.

Question:  Beyond the Secretary-General following the events in Nigeria, what is his view about the opinions of the monitors of the elections in Nigeria?  Most of the election monitors have been very critical.  What sense can we get of the Secretary-General regarding those developments that have been documented?  And secondly, will the Secretary-General be sending a congratulatory message to the President-elect anytime soon? 

Spokesperson:  With regard to congratulations, the UN practice is that we send a formal letter of congratulations to the Head of State at the time of the inauguration.  So that’s the situation.  As for the question about developments in terms of the elections in Nigeria, the Secretary-General continues to urge those with grievances to use legal and constitutional means to address their complaints.  However, he has been following the situation very closely.  

Question:  There have been indications that the kidnapped BBC journalist Alan Johnston might be released soon.  At this stage, can you tell what concrete role the Secretary-General has been playing for his release?   

Spokesperson:  Well, before we have any comment, we’ll wait until Mr. Johnston is free. 

Any other questions?  Thank you very much.
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