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Der Tagespiegel: Vier Zentimeter WiderstandDas Dresdner Verwaltungsgericht hat den Bau der 

Waldschlösschenbrücke gestoppt, um die Kleine Hufeisennase zu schützen. Welche Bedeutung hat dieses Tier im Besonderen und die Fledermaus im Allgemeinen? 

Anzeige

 Von Dagmar Rosenfeld 

10.08.2007 22:00 Uhr Von Dagmar Rosenfeld 

10.08.2007 22:00 Uhr 

  Sie macht Kulturpolitik, setzt sich einfach hinweg über den erklärten Willen der Mehrheit der Dresdner Bürger und die Pläne der sächsischen Landesregierung. Der Kleinen Hufeisennase ist gelungen, was selbst die Drohung der Unesco, nämlich den Elbauen den Titel Weltkulturerbe abzuerkennen, nicht schaffen konnte: Die vier Zentimeter kleine und nur neun Gramm schwere Fledermaus hat den Bau der tonnenschweren Waldschlösschenbrücke gestoppt. Die Rote Liste der vom Aussterben bedrohten Tierarten, auf der die Kleine Hufeisennase ganz oben steht, bewirkt offenbar mehr als die Welterbeliste der Unesco. 

Rund 850 Kleine Hufeisennasen sind in Sachsen zu Hause, das sind 40 Prozent des bundesweiten Bestands. Die meisten dieser Tiere leben, jagen und paaren sich im Dresdner Elbtal und seinen Seitentälern. Für sie würde es ungemütlich werden, sollten dort Bagger und Bohrer anrücken, um eine 630 Meter lange Brücke zu bauen.

Dass die Belange einer Fledermausart nun möglicherweise kulturhistorische Dimensionen annehmen, ist bislang wohl einmalig. Im politischen Geschäft allerdings sind diese Belange schon länger von Bedeutung. Städte, Landkreise und manche Bundesländer verfügen über einen Fledermausbeauftragten, und die Vereinten Nationen (UN) unterhalten in Bonn seit 1996 ihr eigenes Fledermaussekretariat „Unep-Eurobats“. Leiter Andreas Streit kann eine Menge Gründe aufzählen, warum speziell der Schutz der Fledermaus eine Angelegenheit von internationalem Interesse ist: „Fledermäuse haben eine zentrale Funktion in terrestrischen Ökosystemen. Sie sind die einzigen Lebewesen, die den Bestand der nachtaktiven Insekten regulieren können.“ Deswegen ist seit 1994 auch ein europäisches Fledermausschutzabkommen in Kraft, das mittlerweile von 31 Staaten unterzeichnet worden ist. Und weil das UN-Fledermaussekretariat vor allem die Aufgabe hat, die Kontakte zu Regierungen aufzubauen und zu pflegen, ist Streit auch kein Biologe, sondern studierter Politikwissenschaftler mit dem Schwerpunkt internationale Beziehungen. Dennoch, dass die Tiere der Nacht ihn faszinieren, ist deutlich zu spüren. „Niedlich“ seien die Fledermäuse, ihr Echoortungssystem in der Technik und der Natur unerreicht („Obwohl sie im Stockdunkeln jagen, können sie durch Schallwellen nicht nur erkennen, wo die Beute fliegt, sondern wissen, welches Insekt es ist und ob es ihnen schmeckt“) und sie „tun niemanden etwas zuleide.“ 

Fledermäuse haben keine natürlichen Feinde. Es ist der Mensch, der ihnen das Leben schwermacht: Die Pestizide, die er in der Landwirtschaft verwendet, haben viele Fledermausarten nahezu ausgerottet, Bauprojekte und Waldrodungen ihre Lebensräume zerstört. Von den weltweit 1100 Fledermausarten gibt es 45 in Europa, in Deutschland sind es sogar nur knapp 25.

Andreas Streit findet das Urteil des Dresdner Verwaltungsgerichts zugunsten der Kleinen Hufeisennase richtig, „weil in der Bauplanungsphase offenbar die Bedürfnisse der Fledermausart nicht bedacht worden sind.“ Eines, aber stellt Streit klar: „Infrastrukturmaßnahmen und nachhaltiger Naturschutz stehen in keinem Widerspruch zueinander – wenn die Belange der Tierarten bereits während der Planungsphase berücksichtigt und Alternativen geschaffen werden.“ Wie das gehe, zeige der Ausbau des Flughafens Frankfurt-Hahn. Weil dafür ein Stück Wald gerodet werden musste, in dem die geschützte Mopsfledermaus ihr Quartier hatte, klagten Umweltschützer. Ein nahe gelegenes Waldgebiet wurde als Ersatzquartier ausgewiesen und unter Naturschutz gestellt. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre: Asian States adopt UN-backed plan to cut millions of deaths due to man-made disasters

10 August 2007 – Top environmental and health officials from South-East and East Asian countries have launched a United Nations-backed effort to reduce the estimated 6.6 million deaths in the continent each year that are attributable to ecological factors such as air pollution, solid and hazardous wastes and numerous man-made disasters. 

“The region’s high death toll from environmental degradation can be avoided if we are determined to reverse the current trend,” said Shigeru Omi, Western Pacific Director of the UN World Health Organization (WHO), which jointly organized the First Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Bangkok together with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

“Solving environmental health problems requires collaboration between health and environmental sectors. We need to strengthen our collective commitment to priority environmental health challenges in the region,” he added. 

At the two-day meeting ending yesterday, ministers and senior officials adopted the Bangkok Declaration on Environment and Health, with a regional Charter setting the following priorities over the next three years: air quality; water supply, hygiene and sanitation; solid and hazardous waste; toxic chemicals and hazardous substances; climate change, ozone depletion and ecosystem change; and contingency planning, preparedness and response to environmental health emergencies. 

“The Bangkok Declaration takes us a firm step forward from monitoring and assessment of sectoral issues towards the prevention of health impacts,” UNEP Regional Director Surendra Shrestha said. 

The Declaration provides a mechanism for sharing knowledge and experiences, improve policy and regulatory frameworks at the national and regional level, and promote the implementation of integrated environmental health strategies and regulations. 

Over the last 50 years, environmental pollution has intensified due to rapid industrialization, urbanization and motorization, resulting in urban air pollution, the generation of solid and hazardous wastes, and numerous man-made disasters and emergencies, together accounting for some 25 per cent of all deaths in the region. 

A Second Ministerial Regional Forum is planned in 2010 to review the progress in implementing the regional Charter.

___________________________________________________________________________

AllHeadline News: Asia Adopts U.N.-Back Plan To Cut Millions Of Deaths For Man-Made Disasters

August 12, 2007 12:30 p.m. EST

Siddique Islam - AHN South Asia Correspondent

Bangkok, Thailand (AHN) - South-East and East Asian countries agreed to launch a United Nations-backed effort to reduce deaths. An estimated 6.6 million deaths annually in the region are caused by ecological factors such as air pollution, solid and hazardous wastes and numerous man-made disasters. 

"The region's high death toll from environmental degradation can be avoided if we are determined to reverse the current trend," said Shigeru Omi, Western Pacific Director of the U.N. World Health Organization (WHO). WHO jointly organized the First Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Bangkok together with the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP).

"Solving environmental health problems requires collaboration between health and environmental sectors. We need to strengthen our collective commitment to priority environmental health challenges in the region," he added. 

At the two-day meeting, which ended on Thursday, ministers and senior officials adopted the Bangkok Declaration on Environment and Health, with a regional Charter. It sets priorities over the next three years that include dealing with finding ways to improve numerous things such as air quality, water supply and sanitation to environmental issues, emergency preparedness and environmental health emergencies. 

The Declaration provides a mechanism for sharing knowledge and experiences. That enables governments to improve policy and regulatory frameworks at the national and regional level. 

Over the last 50 years, environmental pollution has increased. It is causing problems that account for 25 percent of all deaths in the region. 

A Second Ministerial Regional Forum is planned in 2010 to review progress in implementing the regional Charter.

____________________________________________________________________________

AFP/ABC News: UN website hit by pro-peace hackers

Posted Mon Aug 13, 2007 5:28am AEST 

The official website of the United Nations (UN) appears to have been hacked and briefly displayed a message protesting United States and Israeli policies in the Middle East.

The section of the site reserved to statements by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon shows a message, repeated several times, that reads: "Hacked By kerem125 M0sted and Gsy That is CyberProtest Hey Ysrail and Usa dont kill children and other people Peace for ever No war."

The message also appeared on other web pages that usually display quotes and speeches from the Secretary General.

The pirate message disappeared from the UN website, www.un.org, at about 9:15am (GMT). Mr Ban's spokesperson was not available for comment.

Previous attacks attributed to the hackers found on other websites suggested that at least one of them was Turkish.

Citing the hacker names that appeared on the UN site, the www.m0sted.org website says CyberProtest's objective is to say "that the powerful have no right to oppress the powerless".

The move, it says, was launched by Eno7 and the Byond Crew Hack Team and is now continued by three hackers - kerem125, m0sted and gsy.

"I hope we will be successful as well," it says.

The website lists a number of institutions whose websites the trio had also allegedly hacked, including Harvard University, the UN Environment Program and industrial giants Toyota and Nestle.

The kerem125.com website is not accessible at the moment.

Eno 7, who describes himself or herself as an IT security expert, says on his or her website that CyberProtest was launched after the Israeli offensive against Lebanon last year.

"The chief architects of this protest are myself, Eno 7 from Turkey and the byond hackers team from Chile ... we expanded our efforts as nine other countries joined us afterwards," it says.

The group decided to target important institutions rather than random websites "because our objective was not to disrupt the sites and leave stupid messages ... but only to give a message against war," it says.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Economic Times (India): No development, no peace

11 Aug, 2007, 0113 hrs IST,Jeffrey D Sachs,

Anyone interested in peacemaking, poverty reduction, and Africa’s future should read the new United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report ‘Sudan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment’. This may sound like a technical report on Sudan’s environment, but is a vivid study of how the natural environment, poverty, and population growth can interact to provoke terrible human-made disasters like the violence in Darfur.

When a war erupts, as in Darfur, most policymakers look for a political explanation and a political solution. This is understandable, but it misses a basic point. By understanding the role of geography, climate and population growth in the conflict, we can find more realistic solutions than if we stick with politics alone. Extreme poverty is a major cause, and predictor, of violence. The world’s poorest places, like Darfur, are much more likely to go to war than richer places. In the UNEP’s words, “there is a very strong link between land degradation, desertification, and conflict in Darfur.”

Extreme poverty has several effects on conflict. First, it leads to desperation among parts of the population. Competing groups struggle to stay alive in the face of a shortage of food, water, pasture land, and other basic needs. Second, the government loses legitimacy and the support of its citizens. Third, the government may be captured by one faction or another, and then use violent means to suppress rivals.

Darfur, the poorest part of a very poor country, fits that dire pattern. Livelihoods are supported by semi-nomadic livestock-rearing in the north and subsistence farming in the south. It is far from ports and international trade, lacks basic infrastructure such as roads and electricity, and is extremely arid. It has become even drier in recent decades because of a decline in rainfall, which is probably the result, at least in part, of man-made climate change, caused mostly by energy use in rich countries.

Declining rainfall contributed directly or indirectly to crop failures, the encroachment of the desert into pasturelands, the decline of water and grassland for livestock, and massive deforestation. Rapid population growth - from around one million in 1920 to around seven million today - made all of this far more deadly by slashing living standards.

The result has been increasing conflict between pastoralists and farmers, and the migration of populations from the north to the south. After years of simmering conflicts, clashes broke out in 2003 between rival ethnic and political groups, and between Darfur rebels and the national government, which in turn has supported brutal militias in “scorched earth” policies, leading to massive death and displacement.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Sunday Herald: Warning that A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall

By Rob Edwards, Environment Editor
Exhibition documenting environmental collapse inspired by Dylan’s classic 

IT WAS 38 years ago after he got lost in the Sahara desert that photographer Mark Edwards got the idea. The Tuareg nomad who rescued him produced a tape machine and played a bootlegged version of Bob Dylan's prophetic song about global decay, "A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall".

In the decades since, Edwards has roamed the world taking and collecting pictures to illustrate every image-laden line of the song. The result is an arresting display of 44 photographs now on show at the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh, as part of the Festival.

Climate chaos, global poverty and environmental collapse are all strikingly illustrated with images that echo Dylan's lyric, originally written during the Cuban missile crisis in 1962. It is said that Dylan penned the song in just half an hour.

The song, like much of Dylan's work, has intrigued fans and scholars ever since, with its biblical, almost apocalyptic, visions of a world gone wrong. "I'll stand on the ocean until I start sinkin'", it ends. "But I'll know my song well before I start singin'."

Edwards has also published an accompanying book, and written to world leaders demanding action.

Environmental degradation and human poverty reinforce and feed off one another, he told them. "Yet you - and we - do little or nothing."

Research has shown that most of the planet's ecosystems are losing their ability to service human needs, Edwards said. "More than one billion people are living in absolute poverty, a poverty that kills many of them, including the 1.7 million children who die each year from preventable diseases."

The book has already prompted a welter of supportive responses, including messages from the former prime minister, Tony Blair, the Tory leader David Cameron, the LibDem leader Menzies Campbell, and the governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger.

The Indian writer, Arundhati Roy, said: "Your book is a piece of sustained beauty. I treasure it." Achim Steiner, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme described it as a "powerful call for action".

A portion of the proceeds from the book are being donated to the ecological centre, the Eden Project, in Cornwall. The project's co-founder and chief executive, Tim Smit, regards the exhibition as disturbing and moving.

"It is a masterpiece that summons up the ghosts of our past and a vision of the future that was ours to change," Smit said.

"Regret and optimism make strange bedfellows, but great artists have always known this."

www.hardrainproject.com

====================================================================

Other Environment News 
____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Hunt for Kenya mudslide victims 

District officials are searching for survivors and bodies buried in mud by a number of landslides in a village in western Kenya. 
Police say 13 people are believed to have been buried and killed in Saturday's slides, but residents say the real figure may be more than 20. 

Some of the victims were swept away by a second mudslide, while digging to try to find those buried by the first. 

Officials evacuated the village on Sunday, fearing it might happen again. 

"We have evacuated people from the area because there is a risk of another landslide," said Peter Kavila, a western provincial police officer. 

"We advise people to stay away from the area and let experts embark on search and rescue," he said, according to the Associated Press. 

A Red Cross spokesman said 39 people were injured and several homes destroyed in Saturday's landslides near Malava, about 600km (375 miles) from the capital, Nairobi. 

The spokesman said there was little chance of finding any survivors. 

A local man described how the first landslide struck while people slept. 

"We heard screaming last night, we rushed here and we started to look for the people who were missing, they were three we knew of, but we have only found one," he said. 

"The people who were helping with the rescue also got covered in the landslide at around 1230 pm," he added. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
BBC: UN's website breached by hackers 

Hackers have attacked the United Nations official website, forcing some sections to be taken offline. 
Slogans accusing the US and Israel of killing children appeared on the pages reserved for statements from UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon. 

Other pages on the site were also breached by the group, who described their actions as a "cyberprotest". 

In other attacks by hackers using the same names, they have claimed to be from Turkey. 

The message on the UN site said: "Hey Ysrail and Usa dont kill children and other people Peace for ever No war." 

The hackers named themselves as "kerem125", "Gsy" and "M0sted". 

Groups using the same names have attacked many websites. 

In one message left on a travel agency site, they described themselves as "Turkish defacers". 

The UN was forced to take down the affected pages for repair, but later managed to restore the secretary general's statements. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Climate Campaigners Set Up Camp at London's Heathrow 
UK: August 13, 2007

LONDON - Climate change campaigners began setting up camp on Sunday ahead of protests at Britain's Heathrow airport, which may spell chaos for summer travellers. 

The protesters erected marquees and installed toilets near London's Heathrow, one of the world's busiest airports, two days ahead of the start of expected protests. 
They say they have "legally occupied" the site, which is on the route of a proposed third runway at Heathrow and is around 800 metres (yards) from the headquarters of airport operator BAA, owned by Spanish construction and services group Ferrovial.

A week-long "climate action" camp is due to be staged from Tuesday to demonstrate against climate change and the proposed new runway. 

There will be a day of action next Sunday, although what form it will take will not be decided until the campaigners have been on the camp for the first few days, a spokeswoman told BBC Television. 

A similar camp last year close to the Drax power station in Yorkshire by 400 protesters led to 40 arrests. 

The Heathrow protest is expected to cause disruption during one of the busiest times of the year for the airport, which is due to be used by 1.5 million passengers during the week. 

Mark Bullock, managing director of Heathrow Airport, said many of them would be "innocent families going on their summer holidays". 

He said BAA had "always accepted the right of protesters to protest lawfully" but those using the airport had rights too. 

"We believe that there is an important debate to be had over climate change, but we do not believe direct action against the airport is appropriate," he said. 

Gemma Davis, a spokeswoman for the Camp for Climate Change, said disruption to passengers was not the main aim. 

"We're not here to try to disrupt passengers; we're here to try to disrupt BAA," she told the BBC, but conceded that disruption to airport users would be an unintended consequence. 

"Climate change is the biggest issue going. If we don't take action now on climate change then we're really facing an enormous catastrophe," she added. 

BAA won a court injunction on Monday barring one group of environmental activists from taking disruptive action during the protests, but peaceful and lawful protests can still go ahead. 

The High Court ruling has restricted the actions of Plane Stupid, one of the organisers of the protest. 

BAA had tried to ban people from four different groups. 

Environmental umbrella group AirportWatch said that would have hit millions of its members in its affiliated bodies, which include groups as diverse as Greenpeace, the National Trust and Friends of the Earth. 

BAA runs London airports Heathrow, Stansted and Gatwick, and four other airports in Britain. 


Story by Jennifer Hill
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: Global warming: Met Office predicts plateau then record temperatures

    * Ian Sample, science correspondent

    * The Guardian

    * Friday August 10 2007

Drought

Dried up … low water levels at Scammonden dam, West Yorkshire in summer 2003. Photograph: Don McPhee

British scientists are predicting a succession of record-breaking high temperatures in the most detailed forecast of global warming's impact on weather around the world.

Powerful computer simulations used to create the world's first global warming forecast suggests temperature rises will stall in the next two years, before rising sharply at the end of the decade.

From 2010, they warn, every year has at least a 50% chance of exceeding the record year of 1998 when average global temperatures reached 14.54C.

The study's findings raise the prospect of hotter summers and episodes of torrential rain in the UK; 1998 brought temperatures peaking at 32.2C, although the UK record was set in 2003 at 38.1C.

The forecast from researchers at the Met Office's Hadley Centre in Exeter reveals that natural shifts in climate will cancel out warming produced by greenhouse gas emissions and other human activity until 2009, but from then on, temperatures will rise steadily. Temperatures are set to rise over the 10-year period by 0.3C. Beyond 2014, the odds of breaking the temperature record rise even further, the scientists added.

The forecast of a brief slump in global warming has already been seized upon by climate change sceptics as evidence that the world is not heating. Climate scientists say the new high-precision forecast predicts temperatures will stall because of natural climate effects that have seen the Southern Ocean and tropical Pacific cool over the past couple of years.

The forecast marks a shift in thinking by climate change researchers. Instead of using their models to look many decades ahead, they will focus on the very near future. The hope is that forecasts will be more useful to emergency planners in governments and companies by warning of droughts and other extreme conditions a year or two ahead. Previously, the models have been used to show that global temperatures may rise 6C above pre-industrial levels by 2100.

"If you look ahead on a 50- to 100 year time frame, then global warming is the big thing for the climate, but if you're working on a project that is only designed to last for the next few years, that information doesn't make much difference to you," said Doug Smith, a climate scientist at the Hadley Centre.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Los Angeles Times: U.S. sends mixed message on climate

{As Bush calls on developing nations to curb CO2, two federally controlled agencies are enabling them to emit more.} {}

By Judy Pasternak

Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

August 12, 2007

WASHINGTON — At the Group of 8 summit of world leaders in June, President Bush repeated his calls for developing nations to curb their emissions of greenhouse gases. Without their cooperation, he said, drastic measures in the United States to battle climate change would make little sense. 

"We all can make major strides, and yet there won't be a reduction until China and India are participants," he told reporters.

But just weeks earlier, the U.S. government had pledged to help finance one of the world's most advanced oil refineries, taking shape in Jamnagar, India. The facility, to be completed by December 2008, will not only produce petroleum products, it will annually emit nearly 9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide -- the major contributor to global warming -- into the atmosphere. 

That estimate comes from the U.S. Export-Import Bank, which announced $500 million in loan guarantees for the project in May. And those figures do not take into account the emissions from the vehicles that will burn the giant refinery's gasoline, the planes that will fly on its jet fuel or the stoves that use its propane and kerosene. 

The Jamnagar refinery is one of hundreds of fossil-fuel projects built with the help of U.S.-controlled funding agencies. Since 1995, when the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change agreed there was a "discernible human influence" on global warming, the United States has helped finance power plants, liquefied natural gas processors, oil pipelines and the like in more than 40 countries -- in effect extending America's "carbon footprint" well past this nation's borders.

By calling for developing nations to curb their emissions while simultaneously helping them emit more, "we're being hypocritical," said David Waskow, international policy director for the Friends of the Earth environmental group.

The 73-year-old Export-Import Bank and the Overseas Private Investment Corp., founded in 1971, were established to use loan guarantees, insurance and other financial tools to promote U.S. exports, encourage economic development in emerging markets and support America's foreign policy. Between them, they say they have generated nearly $470 billion in exports.

But they also have been controversial, derided by critics as engaging in "corporate welfare." Many firms that benefit from the agencies' energy projects -- including Halliburton Co., Bechtel Corp. and Exxon Mobil Corp. -- already earn huge profits. 

"The problem right now is that we think about India needing more refinery capacity without thinking through a total energy package for India, with biofuels or carbon sequestration," said Mark Helmke, a senior staffer for Republicans on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. "People aren't looking at this in a holistic way. They're looking at it in a scattershot way." 

He added: "There's a lack of White House leadership on these issues."

The federal government has promoted sales of clean-energy technology abroad -- indeed, the Commerce Department led 17 companies on a clean-energy trade mission to China and India in April -- but that effort has been dwarfed by support for fossil fuels.

In 2005, more than $3 billion in financing for the international oil and gas industry was provided by the Export-Import Bank and the Overseas Private Investment Corp. And that does not include projects funded by the World Bank Group, which is an international body that is heavily influenced by its largest shareholder, the United States.

From 1995 to 2006, the Ex-Im Bank and OPIC provided more than $21 billion in loans and loan guarantees for oil refineries, pipeline projects, liquefied natural gas plants and electric power plants around the world. 

A snapshot of the environmental impact can be seen in a sample of projects subsidized in Russia, Mexico, Venezuela, Algeria, China, Brazil, Turkey and India. Those 48 projects alone will be responsible for at least 12 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions over their lifetime, or at least 600 million metric tons annually, according to a Times analysis of data provided by Friends of the Earth. The organization used data from the lending agencies' records, and emissions were calculated by analyst Richard Heede of Climate Mitigation Services, a private Colorado firm. CO2 figures were not available for more than 150 additional projects in those eight countries. 

Heede, who has provided research for plaintiffs suing the banks over their lending policies, wrote in court documents that the Ex-Im Bank and OPIC were responsible for more than 7% of the world's annual carbon dioxide emissions. In 2003, he wrote, the two investment funds' projects were to blame for an amount of CO2 overseas roughly equivalent to one-third of U.S. carbon emissions. 

Heede's figures included indirect emissions, such as use of produced fuel, as would be required by law if the environmental groups and cities win their case. As a result, his numbers are higher than the agencies' estimates. 

According to their own reports, the two agencies approved projects in recent years that annually emitted more than 125 million metric tons of CO2 -- the equivalent of putting 31.3 million new cars on the road or increasing U.S. carbon emissions by 2%, according to the Energy Department. 

Some in Congress are taking note. 

OPIC's authorization expires Sept. 30, and the House has passed a climate change mitigation plan as a condition for renewal. Another bill, introduced in April, would prohibit the Ex-Im Bank, OPIC or U.S. directors at the World Bank from supporting oil and gas projects. 

Facing such scrutiny, OPIC President Robert Mosbacher Jr. recently announced that the investment fund would stop approving new projects after reaching 3 million metric tons of carbon dioxide in any one year. Mosbacher predicted that the nearly 55 million metric tons of CO2 produced annually by OPIC's investment portfolio would be cut to 44 million by 2016.

Mosbacher, a former energy executive from Houston and the son of the former Commerce secretary, said he secured White House permission for the plan. "A country clearly needs electricity, but that's not going to be the end of the discussion. Today we would say, 'Do we have options that could be better for the environment?' " Mosbacher said. 

Environmental groups are unimpressed. Noting that the caps are a target, not mandatory, Greenpeace research director Kert Davies dismissed OPIC's effort as "part smoke screen, part sales pitch." 

As for the Export-Import Bank, annual emissions associated with its projects have generally declined in the last decade, and it has no plans for a CO2 cap because its work is "demand-driven," said spokesman Phil Cogan.

Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth are fighting OPIC and the Ex-Im Bank in federal court, demanding that the agencies apply U.S. environmental law when considering which proposals to bankroll, because climate change resulting from overseas emissions affects the United States too. Three California cities -- Santa Monica, Oakland and Arcata -- and Boulder, Colo., joined as plaintiffs.

Mosbacher said OPIC opposed conducting the time-consuming environmental impact studies that would be required.

A key obstacle to change in the lenders' practices has been a reluctance by the federal government to acknowledge there is a problem. Although Bush has recently stepped up diplomatic efforts on emissions, the administration continues to oppose mandatory caps on CO2. It has also ordered changes in documents produced by staff scientists at the Environmental Protection Agency and NASA to dilute strong conclusions about the causes and impacts of global warming. 

Although hundreds of federal scientists are working on global warming, government attorneys hired an outside expert witness. They chose University of Delaware climatologist David R. Legates, who wrote in a declaration to the U.S. district court in San Francisco that doubts persist as to how much human energy production can be blamed for climate change. He also said that warming would bring some benefits.

Two years previously, Legates had been one of five co-authors of a paper that the White House used to emphasize uncertainties about the causes of global warming. All five had ties to think tanks funded in part by Exxon Mobil, the largest oil company. 

By 2005, when Legates was retained as a witness, the paper's methods and conclusions had been widely criticized. Legates could not be reached for comment for this article. Said Justice Department spokeswoman Cynthia Magnuson: "We don't publicly discuss. . . our reasons for hiring experts." 

judy.pasternak@latimes.com

Times data analyst Sandra Poindexter contributed to this report.

___________________________________________________________________________

Living on Earth: Bush Climate Talks 

Living on Earth is an independent media program and relies entirely on contributions from listeners and institutions supporting public service. Please donate now to preserve an independent environmental voice.  

Yvo de Boer is the head of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.(Courtesy the United Nations)

President Bush has invited leaders from the world's largest economies - and biggest generators of global warming gases - to a meeting in Washington next month. The president wants to forge agreements to reduce greenhouse gases after the Kyoto Protocol’s end in 2012. Host Steve Curwood talks with Yvo de Boer (Ee-voh deh bore) Executive Secretary of the United Nation's Framework Convention on Climate Change.

CURWOOD: It's Living on Earth. I'm Steve Curwood. After the U,N. holds a major session on climate change this September in New York, President Bush is inviting senior officials from 15 countries to come to Washington for further discussions. The White House says it's looking to engage major emitting countries in a "new global framework" to be administered by the UN after the Kyoto agreement ends in 2012.The Bush Administration has been floating a proposal focused on power plants emissions. Those emissions would be reduced at some future date, after inexpensive methods to capture carbon have been developed. Meanwhile, European nations are calling for tighter mandatory caps on virtually all sources of global warming gases, while the Japanese want the overall emissions cut in half by the year 2050.Yvo de Boer heads the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat, which is based in Bonn, Germany.

Mr. de Boer says he welcomes the Washington meeting and is hoping it will result in meaningful action.

DE BOER: The fact that the President has announced this initiative is very important because it also puts the spotlight on him in terms of what is he going to deliver. He's indicated that he doesn't like the approach that has been advocated by a number of countries including the Europeans. He has his own views on what is the right approach. And my feeling is well, fine everyone is entitled to his or her view. We're trying to launch a process. Let's see what this delivers.

CURWOOD: Well, the U.S. has refused to accept binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions. The Bush Administration has been quite outspoken about this. The proposals that are on the table envision binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions. How do you close that gap?

Yvo de Boer is the head of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. (Courtesy the United Nations)

DE BOER: Well, I think we're in a bit of a dilemma in a way. I mean we've heard very clearly from U.S. representatives that they feel that engagement from big developing countries like China and India is essential for the U.S. to step forward. And conversely we've heard China and India saying that it's essential for them in stepping forward that the U.S. should also engage. So you need an engagement from both rich and poor countries. The second dilemma is that China has indicated it's got economic growth and poverty eradication goals. So has India, so have a number of other developing countries. And they need incentives for them to act on climate change. That takes you to the next dilemma, which is, that I think some U.S. officials have indicated they don't feel a climate change agreement should be about subsidizing the Chinese to take jobs away from Americans. And that then takes you to the question of how can the carbon market then help to get you out of those dilemmas. And I think all of that can only come together through an approach whereby countries have internationally agreed commitments and have internationally agreed to work together.

CURWOOD: That certainly is a Gordian knot you've tied there haven't you?

DE BOER: Well, I also tried to untie it. I don't have the feeling that it is feasible, realistic, to expect China, India, Brazil, Indonesia, developing countries to accept legally binding targets to reduce their emissions because they have to grow their economies. They have to eradicate poverty. What I do see those countries perhaps being willing to do is to limit the growth of their emissions and to improve the energy efficiency in certain sectors of their economy and to improve vehicle standards, those kinds of actions.

CURWOOD: Now, the U.S. does not have a seat at the table in the Kyoto process. It never acceded to it. It is, of course, part of the framework convention on climate change. To date, how well is the U.S. observing its obligations under that original framework?

DE BOER: Well, the original obligation under the convention was that countries would, industrialized countries, would reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2000. Actually that was incidentally a non-legally binding international commitment that they were supposed to meet seven years ago. Only seven industrialized countries actually met that commitment and the U.S. is not one of them.

CURWOOD: In the last round, that is the Kyoto process, the Japanese in the end set the middle ground for what was agreed there. To what extent to do you think the Japanese position is the middle ground for the present round of negotiations? That is this notion of halving emissions by the year 2050 but not saying exactly how that would be done.

DE BOER: Well, I think setting a long-term target and then not saying how you intend to achieve it is not a great deal more than empty talk. Now the question it's at the President's meeting or at the table of the United Nations is how are we going to get there and how are we going to make it feasible and affordable for all of us to contribute to achieving that goal.

CURWOOD: We'll be watching this space closely I'm sure.

DE BOER: Yes, I certainly will.

CURWOOD: Yvo de Boer heads the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn, Germany.

[MUSIC: Zero 7 " Somersault" from 'When It Falls" (Elektra/Wea – 2004)]

_____________________________________________________________________________
La Tribune: Le climat au coeur de la conférence sur l'eau à Stockholm
La conférence sur l'eau, qui s'ouvrira lundi 13 août à Stockholm, mettra le changement climatique au centre de ses débats. Les biocarburants et leur impact sur les ressources mondiales en eau seront aussi à l'ordre du jour.

Le changement climatique sera au centre de la Semaine mondiale de l'eau qui ouvrira ses portes lundi 13 août à Stockholm. La conférence, organisée par l'Institut international de l'eau à Stockholm (SIWI), accueillera 2.500 experts venus de quelque 140 pays participent à la conférence. Ils plancheront aussi sur les biocarburants, notamment.

Cette 17e conférence annuelle, intitulée "Progrès et perspectives dans le domaine de l'eau: pour un développement durable dans un monde qui change", s'articulera autour de conférences et d'ateliers animés par des représentants de gouvernements et d'entreprises, des spécialistes du secteur de l'eau, des membres d'ONG et des responsables des Nations unies.

L'Institut international de l'eau à Stockholm (SIWI), rappelle que cette ressource joue un rôle primordial dans le phénomène du réchauffement de la planète, dans un dossier de présentation. Au cours de la décennie 1996-2005, environ 80% des catastrophes naturelles étaient d'origine météorologique ou hydraulique. Et les inondations, qui ont affecté en moyenne 66 millions de personnes annuellement entre 1973 et 1997, sont les catastrophes naturelles faisant le plus de dégâts, peut-on lire.

Les biocarburants seront aussi étudiés de près, tandis que le problème lié à l'eau concerne directement la production des cultures nécessaires à ces sources d'énergie, au détriment de la population. 

Parmi les nombreux thèmes qui seront abordés figurent aussi la question des investissements par les banques et les entreprises dans le secteur de l'eau ou encore la coopération entre Etats voisins sur la gestion de l'eau.
Cette manifestation, devenue au fil des années le grand rendez-vous mondial sur les questions de l'eau, sera officiellement ouverte lundi par le Premier ministre suédois Fredrik Reinfeldt et se poursuivra jusqu'au 18 août.

_____________________________________________________________________________     

Reuters: Floods Show Need for Disaster Risk Reduction - UN 
SWITZERLAND: August 13, 2007

GENEVA - Severe floods which have taken a heavy toll in South Asia and Europe this year illustrate the need to spend more on reducing the risks communities face from natural disasters, a United Nations agency said on Friday. 

Sturdy houses must be built away from low-lying areas, and early warning systems should be set up to save lives in line with an agreement backed by 168 countries in 2005 in Kobe, Japan, the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction said. 
"It is not rocket science. It is plain and simple stuff about building stronger houses, putting in warning systems and educating the public so we're not flat-footed when these events come," ISDR expert Reid Basher told reporters in Geneva. 

Monsoon flood waters have killed hundreds in Asia, affecting some 30 million people in India, Bangladesh and Nepal. Heavy rains have also inundated parts of Europe, including Switzerland where the United Nations has its European base. 

"We can't say it is due to climate change but we are sure it is the type of thing we will expect to see more of in the future," Basher said. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a UN grouping of hundreds of experts, has noted an increasing trend in extreme weather events over the past 50 years. In reports released this year, the IPCC said storms, droughts and floods would likely intensify as a result of global warming stoked by human activities such as burning heat-trapping fossil fuels. 


FLOODING 

Many millions more people are likely to be flooded every year by the 2080s "as a result of climate change", according to the Geneva-based ISDR. 

"The number affected will be largest in the mega-deltas of Asia and Africa and the small island states, struck by the double threat of sea level rise and river flooding," it said. 

Floods accounted for 84 percent of all deaths in disasters from 2000 to 2005, as well as 65 percent of the $466 billion in losses caused by disasters from 1992 to 2001, it said. Britain's flooding this year was estimated to have cost about $12 billion alone, it said. 

The so-called Hyogo Framework is a blueprint that was hammered out in Kobe following the devastating tsunami which killed 230,000 people around the Indian Ocean in December 2004. 

Basher praised China for taking steps to improve housing and otherwise protect poor, vulnerable communities from disasters. 

While some two million people were killed by flooding in China in 1959, "now every year they have the same sorts of floods, possibly even worse, but the numbers killed are only on the order of say 500 people a year," he said. 

"There are modest investments in early warning systems, evacuation systems, public education and better building standards. These pay off -- and clearly in the China case, pay off very handsomely." 


Story by Stephanie Nebehay 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
__________________________________________________________________________

TeleSUR:Cuba estima plantar más de 135 millones de árboles durante el año 2007 

_ 11/08/07 - 15:22 CCS  |   enviar   |   imprimir

Como parte de la campaña internacional ''Plantemos para el planeta'', que respalda la ONU en beneficio de la recuperación de bosques a escala mundial, Cuba plantará 135 millones de árboles durante el 2007

El director forestal de Cuba, Elías Linares, señaló que la isla antillana tiene previsto este año "sembrar más de 135 millones de árboles", cifra que "cubrirá el 12,6 por ciento de la cantidad total que aspira el mundo".

''Plantemos para el planeta" es una campaña que  pretende "resarcir, de alguna manera, la deforestación que cada año hace desaparecer, en el planeta, unos tres billones de árboles adultos", agregó Linares. 

Indicó el director forestal de Cuba, que su país "está plantando aproximadamente entre 60 y 64 mil hectáreas anuales de árboles", como parte de un "amplio programa de reforestación", que prioriza "el crecimiento constante y activo de las áreas cultivables" .

El experto destacó que Cuba mantiene un crecimiento sostenido de sus áreas boscosas, que ocupan actualmente el 24,95 por ciento de sus 109 mil 886 kilómetros de territorio, y subrayó que en 1959 los bosques sólo poblaban el 13,4 por ciento de la superficie cubana. 

Con el aumento de su área de bosques en más de 33 mil hectáreas, Cuba disminuyó la carga contaminante sobre el medio ambiente, de acuerdo con datos del ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente (Citma).

Por otra parte, Linares sostuvo que los incendios forestales han sido "el enemigo fundamental" de los bosques cubanos, sobre todo en época de sequía -de enero a mayo-, y subrayó que ellos afectaron "unas 10 mil hectáreas" de bosques en los últimos años. 

La ley Forestal vigente en Cuba desde 1998 confiere un mayor rigor en la protección de los bosques y prohíbe la disminución de las fronteras agrícolas.

rc/pl/granma/efe/afp/RA
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ENS: International Mission to Investigate Gorilla Killings

PARIS, France, August 10, 2007 (ENS) – A group of experts from UNESCO and the World Conservation Union, IUCN, has been invited into the Democratic Republic of the Congo to investigate the slaughter of four mountain gorillas in Virunga National Park last month. They leave Paris Saturday on a 10 day mission to the central African country.

The execution-style shootings are considered a setback for gorilla preservation and for conservation of the World Heritage site, which was placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger in 1994.

Two suspects have been identified as being involved in the killings. One has been arrested and is assisting the authorities, but the other is still at large. Both were seen early on July 23 at the scene where the gorillas were shot, according to the International Gorilla Conservation Program, IGCP.

The bodies of four mountain gorillas killed July 22 in Virunga National Park, a World Heritage Site. (Photo courtesy IGCP)

Working with local authorities and partners in the field, the members of the UNESCO-IUCN mission will investigate the reasons for the targeting of these rare animals whose population in the park is estimated at 380 out of a total of 700 mountain gorillas worldwide.

Seven mountain gorillas have been killed in separate incidents this year alone.

On the basis of its findings, and in consultation with the Congolese authorities, the mission will propose measures for the protection of the mountain gorillas and for the improvement of the conservation of the World Heritage Site.

Situated in the northeast region of the DRC, near the borders of Uganda and Rwanda, Virunga is the oldest national park in Africa, established in 1925.

This mission is organized within the framework of the reinforced monitoring mechanism adopted by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee during its annual session in Christchurch, New Zealand just over a month ago.

Invited into the country by the DRC authorities and the Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature, the members of the mission will meet government representatives in Kinshasa.

They will collect data including testimonies from guards and administrators of Virunga National Park as well as representatives of local communities and of the United Nations mission to the DRC.

The experts will meet political and military leaders of the province and examine the state of conservation of Virunga National Park, the threats on the site and its actual management.

They will also examine the economic impact of the situation on the local economy, especially with relation to tourism.

The four gorillas were killed in Bukima, probably on the night of July 22. Two other members of the group, a female and her young, are reported to have gone missing. They all belonged to a group inhabiting an area regularly visited by tourists and were habituated to the presence of human beings.

The dominant male of the family group, Senkwekwe, was killed in the attack July 22. (Photo courtesy WildlifeDirect)

Killed were Senkwekwe, the dominant silverback of the group, and three adult females, while another adult female is missing and presumed dead.

The loss of five of the group's 12 members means it is likely to disintegrate as a social group, says Conservation International, whose president Russell Mittermeier is a primate specialist.

"This is the worst single incident in 30 years, in a region that is normally seen as the only success story for gorillas across the continent," said Mittermeier, who chairs the Primate Specialist Group of the IUCN's Species Survival Commission. "If we can't stop these attacks, our closest living relatives will disappear from the planet."

Conservation International says an infant mountain gorilla, carried by his brother from the scene of the slaughter, has been rescued and is being cared for at a primate rehabilitation center in the DRC city of Goma.

Members of the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Program and Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature had to tranquilize the brother to rescue the infant, who otherwise was certain to die from lack of care in the diminished group.

The infant was taken to the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International, DFGFI, rehabilitation center in Goma, joining another infant orphaned six weeks earlier in an attack on a different group in the park that killed another adult female.

The rescued infant gorilla is being cared for at a primate rehab center. (Photo by Heidrun Simm, courtesy Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International)

Fossey, an American zoologist, lived in the Virunga Mountains and studied gorillas on the Rwanda side of the border until she was murdered there in 1985.

Mittermeier said Conservation International has agreed to provide Primate Action Fund money in collaboration with DFGFI for additional guards to protect the mountain gorillas.

Members of the International Gorilla Conservation Program - a coalition of the African Wildlife Foundation, Fauna and Flora International and WWF - are engaged in emergency talks with wildlife authorities and conservation groups in Goma to coordinate and support conservation efforts.

Plans are to intensify ranger patrols within the park, to solicit support of the DRC national army to provide security to the rangers, and to seek political support from the provincial governor to safeguard all the habituated gorilla groups in the area of the killings.

The disappearance of these gorillas represents not only a tragedy for the preservation of the species, but also the loss of an important source of revenue for local communities, said UNESCO.

Since the beginning of the year, seven gorillas have been shot and killed. This is more than the numbers lost during the conflict that wracked the Great Lakes region in the 1990s, leading the World Heritage Committee to inscribe the park of the List of World Heritage in Danger.

Some of the rangers who do the dangerous job of patrolling Virunga National Park (Photo courtesy WildlifeDirect)

UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura has called on the DRC national authorities to adopt urgent measures to bring the killings to an end.

"There is grave concern for the mountain gorillas as the latest killings are inexplicable," said UNESCO. "They do not correspond to traditional poaching where animals are killed for commercial purposes. Furthermore the killings have taken place despite the increased guard patrols and the presence of military forces in the area."

After their mission is complete, the UNESCO and IUCN experts will brief the authorities in Kinshasa as well as partners in the field of their findings and compile a report on the situation.

In view of the fact that the five World Heritage sites of the DRC have had to be placed on the World Heritage in Danger List, and of the recent deterioration in Virunga, UNESCO is planning a high-level meeting in the autumn to examine ways to improve the situation.

The meeting will bring together the DRC authorities, UNESCO natural heritage specialists, representatives of the African Union, sub-regional organizations and IUCN President Mohammed Valli Moosa, who is a former South African environment minister.
____________________________________________________________________________
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UN – UNEP In The News

Senegal: "Green Customs" join environmental protection in Africa

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The Green Customs Initiative of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP has launched a training programme involving customs officers from eight West African countries, PANA has reported. "There is a need to provide customs authorities with all the tools required for the implementation of the Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEA), namely those from the Montreal Protocol, the Ball Convention, the Cities Convention and other conventions on environment. “Customs officers have a key role to play in the protection of the environment through the controls they conduct at borders of countries, says Conin, adding that they control 'goods some of which might be a source of danger or wealth for the environment.” And to fight more effectively against the trade of dangerous goods or protected species, Gonin recommends "the strengthening of the co- operation among the different stakeholders to tackle those issues of concern". Asked about the threats that West Africa incurs as regards the flow of goods, the UNEP official stresses that it is difficult to provide accurate and reliable data on that issue. However, he spells out that "this training has been initiated with a view to preventing those risks". West African countries, members to West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA), adopted in 2005 a convention on the flow and trade of environmental goods.

Ethiopia: International Day Brings Recognition of Indigenous Peoples' Contribution

The Reporter (Addis Ababa): Indigenous peoples' contribution to environmental protection is being recognized as the International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples is celebrated around the world on 9 August. "The world is paying growing attention to indigenous peoples' special stewardship in environmental issues and their increasing voice in matters of climate change," said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in a message to mark the Day. Recalling the theme of the Second International Decade of the World's Indigenous People (2005-2015) - "Partnership for action and dignity" - the Secretary-General emphasized that "We must heed to the fundamental principle of indigenous peoples' full and effective participation and correct the participation deficiency that has been the legacy of the past." Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Mr. Sha Zukang, in his official message for the International Day, noted that indigenous peoples live in many of the world's most biologically diverse areas and have accumulated a great deal of knowledge about these environments. "With their wealth of knowledge about their environment [indigenous peoples] can and should play a crucial role in the global effort to respond to climate change. We should listen to them," said Mr. Zukang. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708120039.html
General Environment News

Uganda: Reduced Ice Cap On Mountain Ruwenzori Irks Scientists

New Vision (Kampala): The ice cap on Mountain Ruwenzori has reduced from six square kilometres to less than one square kilometre in the last 100 years, according to researchers. "Glaciers that covered six square kilometres in 1906 have reduced to 0.86 square kilometres," said professor Giorgio Vassena. Scientists attribute the problem to global warming, adding that research was ongoing to analyse the cause of the drastic recession of the glaciers. Speaking at a conference at the Italian embassy, Vassena added that the Italian government was working with partners like Makerere University, the Uganda Wildlife Authority and AVSI, an Italian non-governmental organisation, to improve the environment around the mountains. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708090049.html
Uganda: Oil Policy to Provide for the Environment

New Vision (Kampala): The upcoming national oil and gas policy will cater for environmental concerns of mineral exploitation, the energy ministry has said. "The policy will cover environmental concerns approved by the National Environment Management Authority," a statement from the ministry said. The minerals state minister, Kamanda Bataringaya, said the policy would soon be tabled before the Cabinet. "The policy is at the ministry level. It will enable the creation of institutions, which will manage the resources and ensure that the oil resources are used for developing social infrastructure," said Bataringaya at a UN Conference on Trade and Development in Nairobi recently. The conference director, Lakshmi Puri said: "The oil and gas industry is the most important wealth creating sector on the continent. For some countries, it generates over 90% of total revenue and accounts for over 50% of Gross Domestic Product." http://allafrica.com/stories/200708090107.html
Nigeria: Oil Spills - A/Ibom House Summons Shell

Daily Champion (Lagos): Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) and Akwa Ibom State government may be heading for a collision over the former's alleged poor handling of environmental problems in the state. Daily Champion recalls that Ikot Ada Udo community, in Ikot Abasi local government area was recently hit by oil spillage which affected the socio-economic activities of the area. During the house's deliberations, the lawmakers recalled that, SPDC for over 40 years had recklessly abandoned several corked oil wells in various communities of the state to spill without servicing or decommissioning them for the benefit of the host communities. The house leader, Prince Jerome Isangedighi in a motion seconded by Mr. Anietie Etuk representing Nsit Ubium state constituency urged SPDC to appear before the house over the oil spillage. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708100143.html
Ethiopia: Millennium Secretariat Says Tree Planting Campaign More Than Successful

Daily Monitor (Addis Ababa): Over 470 mln seedlings of tree have so far been planted in the country in two months under the millennium campaign, the country's millennium secretariat disclosed on Wednesday Speaking to reporters at his office, Seyoum Bereded, Director of the Secretariat said, the number of trees planted within the stated period surpassed the Secretariat's initial plan which was to plant up to 60 million trees. Seyoum attributed the success to an active participation of all involved in the campaign-from the individual, institutional and organizational levels in the 'Two tree for 2000' campaign. Seyoum said he believed the society would continue to play an active role so at least 80% of the already planted trees would grow. He urged all the organizations who participated in the campaign and the public at large to properly keep and take care of the plants to rescue them from the ever threatening of environmental degradation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708100828.html
South Africa: Cape Learners to Be Educated On Environmental Issues

BuaNews (Tshwane): The City of Cape Town's learners are soon to be educated on environmental and climate change issues aimed at improving energy efficiency and renewing energy sources. The city's Environmental Resource Management Department, with support from the city's Electricity Services, is set to host a two week Energy and Climate Change Awareness programme for learners in the province. The programme, which is aimed at primary and secondary school learners, will be hosted by the Youth Environmental School (YES) and will run from 13 to 24 August 2007. Mayoral Committee Member for Planning and Environment Marian Nieuwoudt said: "The City of Cape Town strives to be a sustainable, world-class African city that is caring and committed to creating a better life for its entire people. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708100834.html
Nigeria: Mark Promises Legislative Backing for Clean Environment

This Day (Lagos): Senate President David Mark has declared the intention and readiness of the National Assembly to give the necessary legislative backing and maximum cooperation to ensure that the Nigerian environment is more friendly and attractive to the rest of the world in line with the Clean and Green Initiative of Imo State Governor, Chief Ikedi Ohakim. Launching the Imo State Clean and Green programme yesterday at Dan Anyiam Stadium, Owerri, Mark said the National Assembly should not only support the laudable programme of reclaiming the state, but must give the necessary legislative backing as well as enjoining other states to emulate the idea. "What we are doing today under your able and dynamic governor is to reclaim what belongs to you, and then set an agenda for a nationwide clean and green programme. Apart from commending the government and people of Imo State for pioneering this programme, I wish to urge you to ensure the success and sustainability of this project," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708110043.html
Kenya: 18 Left Dead in a Night of Horror

East African Standard (Nairobi): Rumble followed by rolling stones from Kabasar Hills marked the beginning of a landslide that left 18 people buried alive. The earth surface shook, sending small tremors a few metres from the hills, just before Saturday dawn. Many thought the rumble was caused by thunderstorms accompanying the heavy rains, so they tightened their grips on the blanket. But for 14-year-old Stephen Kefa, that marked a new chapter of his life. He was woken up after a huge stone hit the house he and his two younger brothers had been sleeping in. He decided to get out of the house to inform his parents who were sleeping in the main house of their experience. "But I couldn't find their house. All I could see was mud covering the place our house stood," recalled the shaken boy. "I woke my brothers up and we went to my grandfather's house to ask him what had happened. When he came out he confirmed the house was not there," says the standard three pupil at Cheweli Primary School. His father, Kefa Mutonyi, and his mother, Flora Khevali, had perished together with their cousin, Shella Boiyo. A shocked Mutonyi Ciunwa, their grandfather, remained in the house even as rescuers tried to recover the bodies from the mud. Residents of the Khuvasali village said the rumbling sound came at around 4am. Heavy rains had pounded the area for three consecutive days. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708130010.html
____________________________________________________________________________
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St. Louis public event organizers working to turn green

By Diane Toroian Keaggy

The Associated Press

Cardinals fans throw away more than 6 tons of garbage at every game. Blues fans generate about 4 tons per game. And at this year's Fair St. Louis, the heaps of trash left behind weighed in at 40 tons.

Memories of special events like these may last a lifetime, but the trash they generate will last centuries. Festivals such as this weekend's Strassenfest, Live on the Levee, attractions such as Six Flags and venues such as Busch Stadium generate tons of plastic water bottles, cardboard boxes, steam-table pans and wine bottles. 

But while most of that trash could be recycled, almost none of it is.

"The plastic in those bottles is in high demand, but instead we put it in landfills," said Jean Ponzi of Missouri Botanical Garden's Earthways Center. "We haven't shown yet that this is a community with green awareness."

That soon may change. This year, the Great Forest Park Balloon Race and the Greentree Festival are among events that will introduce recycling. And next year, St. Louis events such as Strassenfest and Fair St. Louis may face mandatory recycling requirements.

"It's not good enough to put out a couple of recycling cans like we've done in the past," said Ann Chance, St. Louis' director of special events.

No event organizer sets out to assault Mother Earth; it just happens that way. Securing sponsors, booking entertainment, herding volunteers festival production is a complicated and costly affair.

With so much to do, Soulard Mardi Gras organizers acknowledge that recycling has not been a priority.

"We would like to reduce our trash footprint. But we are so focused on moving the trash out of the neighborhood, we haven't thought about how we could do it," said Mardi Gras spokesman Mack Bradley.

Even events that recycle find some visitors and vendors fail to go green. At the St. Louis Art Fair, patrons throw trash in recycling bins and vendors use Styrofoam. Last year, a Clayton committee sponsored a $300 food-vendor award for reducing waste, conserving energy and using sustainable food. No one won.

"We had a checklist, and we could not give anyone any points," said Clayton public works director Paul Wojciechowski. "That was disappointing."

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reports that 40 percent of municipal waste is generated at public spaces, such as parks, sports arenas and shopping centers. But what is now a costly burden could be a green opportunity.

Terri F. Reilly of St. Louis Earth Day looks at clear water bottles and sees green. With help from the EPA, she developed Recycling on the Go, a program that will be used at some 20 concerts and festivals this year.

The more bottles, cans, cardboard boxes and other materials the program recycles and sells, the less money event planners must pay to haul trash away.

Already, the program has recycled 644 pounds of trash at the Laumeier Art Fair and 622 pounds at the Jefferson Barracks Blast. That's less than 30 percent of the trash generated at those events, but Reilly expects those numbers to climb as the public and vendors get used to recycling.

The strategy is simple: Place recycling bins lots of them throughout the fairgrounds. The St. Louis County Fair and Air Show will have 400 recycling bins Labor Day weekend; Live on the Levee, in contrast, has just 10.

No need to separate plastic from aluminum. Today, many haulers offer "single-stream" recycling.

Convenience is key, said Wojciechowski. He's noticed some St. Louis Art Fair visitors throw bottles in the nearest trash can rather than walk the extra few feet to recycle. So this year, Clayton will pair almost every trash can with a recycling bin donated by Anheuser-Busch Recycling Corp.

"They are going to stick out, and they are going to be everywhere," said Wojciechowski. "I want to prove that we can do this. At home, I recycle about half of my waste. And if you can do it at home, you should offer people the same choices in public."

The next challenge, Reilly said, is to convince area stadiums and attractions to recycle. Safeco Field in Seattle recycles 97 percent of its plastic cups and bottles.

Comiskey Park in Chicago, the SkyDome in Toronto, AT&T Park in San Francisco and Miller Park in Milwaukee also recycle much of their trash.

But in St. Louis, fans at Busch Stadium, the Edward Jones Dome and Scottrade Center have nowhere to toss their empties, though the venues recycle the aluminum cans that vendors pour beer from in the stands.

"We experimented with recycling containers about 10 years ago, but we found people just threw their stuff in the trash," said Fred Corsi, who runs operations at Scottrade Center. "When you have eight hours to clean up four, five tons of trash, there is not time to separate plastic bottles from the rest of the trash."

But that's exactly what workers do at the St. Louis Zoo. In addition to 5,300 pounds of plastic, the Zoo recycles 100 tons of cardboard, 390 pounds of aluminum, 35,000 gallons of cooking oil and 400,000 pounds of manure. Zoo campers must bring trash-free lunches, in which everything is edible, compostable, recyclable or reusable.

And at the Missouri Botanical Garden, the staff is striving to recycle or compost 80 percent of its trash, from fluorescent lights in the offices to plant waste in the gardens.

"We are walking the walk," said Ponzi. "It is so much easier to recycle today, but it takes people with green brains."

Lake may be thirsty, but not for pollution

By The Associated Press

St. Petersburg Times (Florida)

ORLANDO - Despite pleas from farmers, South Florida officials will not pump polluted water into Lake Okeechobee to raise its drastically low levels.

The South Florida Water Management District, or Swiftmud, decided Thursday not to allow the decades-old practice of back-pumping, which has been used to ease droughts despite criticism from environmentalists. 

The board's nine members are chosen by the governor, and all four votes against pumping were made by Gov. Charlie Crist's appointees. The three who voted in favor of pumping were seated by former Gov. Jeb Bush. Two members did not vote.

"I feel like we've got to make the decision that we're not going to manage our economic crises this way," said board member Shannon Estenoz, a Crist appointee.

Estenoz said pumping even less than previous years would add 300 tons of nitrogen and 15 to 20 tons of phosphorus to the lake, the heart of the Everglades and a backup drinking water source for millions. The pumped-in water is farm runoff from drainage canals south of the lake.

South Florida is home to U.S. Sugar Corp., the nation's largest producer of cane sugar, and much of the state's $15-billion landscaping and nursery industries. It also is a huge producer of winter vegetables like tomatoes, corn and squash.

Water Management District Board member Malcolm "Bubba" Wade, a sugar company executive, did not vote to avoid a potential conflict of interest. Another board member was absent and did not vote.

Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles Bronson said through a spokesman he was disappointed in the decision. Bronson on Tuesday sounded an alarm, saying the drought has caused $100-million in losses and could top $1-billion over two years.

"He is concerned that no one seems to be confronting the issue and coming up with a solution," Bronson spokesman Terrence McElroy said.

The worry is twofold - for damaged crops in the ground waiting to be harvested and those not yet planted. The greatest fear is farmers won't even try to put down crops in the fall, choosing not to spend the money on a bum year.

"That will mean a loss of jobs and higher food prices," McElroy said. "In the dead of winter, South Florida is the only place in the continental U.S. that can grow fruits and vegetables. We are the fruit basket of this country in the dead of winter."

The Nation; Wyoming's endangered ferrets bouncing back

By Alison Williams

The Los Angeles Times

Black-footed ferrets, one of the most endangered mammals in North America, are staging a rapid comeback in the Shirley Basin of Wyoming, scientists said Thursday.

A decade after they were given up for goners, the ferret population in the area has grown from five to an estimated 220 -- a figure based on surveying 14% of the area's available habitat, according to a report in the journal Science. 

"We hear so much about how the Endangered Species Act is broken and animals go extinct. But when given a chance and when people work together, endangered species can recover," said Jonathan Proctor of Defenders of Wildlife, who was not connected with the study.

Lead author Martin Grenier of Wyoming Game and Fish and the University of Wyoming said it was still unclear why the ferret had made such a comeback.

"We need to look back within ourselves and say, OK, what piece of the puzzle are we missing?" he said. "Why are we not seeing this kind of pattern at all our sites?"

Black-footed ferrets, the only species of ferret native to North America, have been listed as endangered since the original version of the act in 1967.

The ferret is nocturnal and secretive, and preys almost exclusively on prairie dogs. Both animals once lived throughout much of central North America, but habitat destruction and prairie dog poisoning, largely to help farmers and ranchers, had drastically reduced their numbers.

From 1974 to 1981, the ferrets were thought to be extinct. A small population was later discovered near Meeteetse, Wyo., and authorities removed the animals to start a captive-breeding program.

The ferrets were reintroduced to the Shirley Basin in 1991 and later to about a dozen other sites. No ferrets were transplanted to the Shirley Basin after 1994.

Only one location -- the Conata Basin in South Dakota -- initially proved to be successful. Meanwhile, sylvatic plague took a toll in the Shirley Basin. After Wyoming Game and Fish workers found only five ferrets in 1997, monitoring became sporadic.

But in 2003, 52 animals were found, and the numbers have since gone up exponentially.

"We shouldn't be giving up on things too early," said Mike Lockhart, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's black-footed ferret recovery coordinator.

"Shirley Basin gives us hope -- we really believe we can recover black-footed ferrets biologically," said Travis Livieri, who runs the nonprofit group Prairie Wildlife Research.

Although the ferrets in the Shirley Basin are doing well, their kin in the Conata Basin may again be at risk.

The Forest Service released a draft environmental impact statement in May for prairie dog management in an area that includes the Conata Basin. Most of the proposals allow more poisoning of prairie dogs on public land.

Proctor said killing the prairie dogs would undo the years of work and millions of dollars spent to bring back the ferret.

Climate model predicts hot decade; As Pacific gets warmer, so will temperatures

By Dan Vergano

USA TODAY

The next decade will be a hot one, say scientists who unveiled the first 10-year projection of global warming.

The climate projection, published today in the journal Science, suggests that a natural cooling in eastern and southern Pacific Ocean waters has kept a lid on warming in recent years. 

And it will continue to do so, scientists say, but not for long.

"At least half of the years after 2009 are predicted to be warmer than 1998, the warmest year currently on record," the climate scientists say in their report.

Globally, the study reports that a typical year will be about half a degree warmer than those in the previous 10 years, a projection in line with findings this year by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The panel's report, the work of thousands of scientists, also predicts rising temperatures.

The decade covering 1996 to 2006 contained the warmest years ever recorded. Temperatures peaked in 1998 and nearly reached that height in 2005.

The significance of the new study is that over the past century, global warming has contributed to about a 1-degree increase in average temperatures. The new projection suggests that in a short time -- just one-tenth of that time span -- the average temperature will be another half a degree higher still.

The climate models used by scientists usually cover a century. One that covers a decade is an innovation that will allow more precision, says the study team led by Doug Smith of the United Kingdom's Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and Research.

Improved regional projections, including a prediction of general warming over North America, have resulted from combining fresh weather data with the state-of-the-art climate model, Smith says.

The projection spans June 2005 to June 2015. (The year 2005 was still in the future when the research began; the team is now working on a 2007-17 projection.)

"In the climate-modeling world, a short prediction is considerably harder than a long one," says John Drake of the Oak Ridge (Tenn.) National Laboratory. That's because natural weather variability has stronger short-term effects than when averaged over 100 years.

But the ability to produce accurate 10-year predictions will be important for world leaders who are charged with making climate-related decisions, Drake says.

Global warming is an increase in atmospheric temperatures tied to industrial activities, particularly the burning of fossil fuels like coal that release heat-trapping greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide.

Improved ocean measurements should soon improve the reliability of the 10-year forecast, Smith says. And he adds one caveat the model can't account for: "Any major volcanic eruptions would cool the climate compared with our forecast."

Premiers fail to agree on climate change

By Chris Morris

Globe and Mail

MONCTON — Canada's premiers failed to reach agreement on major initiatives to control greenhouse gas emissions, but will move forward on less controversial steps to slow climate change.

The annual premiers' conference ended in Moncton on Friday with the provincial and territorial leaders announcing progress on biofuel development, more study on carbon sinks through tree planting and agriculture, and participation in a climate registry to reliably measure emissions.

They were not able to agree on a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gases, which could significantly reduce industrial emissions across the country.

“Is there a cap and trade program? No,” said Manitoba Premier Gary Doer, whose province is participating in such a system based in Chicago.

“Is there a commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions? Yes. Would we prefer a cap and trade system? Speaking on behalf of Manitoba, yes.”

Quebec Premier Jean Charest said the premiers have simply taken a first step towards meaningful pollution control. He said cap and trade will be on the agenda at next year's premiers' conference to be held in Quebec City.

Alberta strongly opposes cap and trade, while provinces like Ontario and British Columbia argue it is the only way to make meaningful reductions in pollutants.

Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty said the meeting fell short of his goal of getting a national cap-and-trade system in place, but provinces — including his — will move ahead on such plans on their own.

“I think it's fair to say that we've made some progress but I think certainly it's fair to say on behalf of Ontarians that we did not move the ball as far down the field as we would have liked,” he said.

“We have individual plans, but I would have liked to have had a shared strong plan to address industrial greenhouse gas emissions. We were unable to do that at this time.”

As well, there was no agreement on implementing California-style tailpipe emission standards, which Ontario says can only be done as part of a continental initiative and with financial support from the federal government.

On other issues, the premiers say they are “moving forward” in strengthening domestic trade between the provinces by reducing barriers.

Climate change was the central theme of much of the premiers' meetings.

Saskatchewan Premier Lorne Calvert said progress can be made without a cap-and-trade system on greenhouse gas emissions.

“The whole debate about cap and trade is an important debate, but in my view, less significant ... than the debate about actually reducing the level of greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere,” he said.

Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach said the provinces have agreed to work toward a “very aggressive reduction” in greenhouse gas emissions.

But he sees flaws in the cap-and-trade system that was being touted by other provinces, noting that Canada's Arctic is paying a large price for climate change.

“Listening to my colleagues from Northern Canada and in terms of adaptation, I would sooner support my neighbours to the north in adapting to the changing climate as opposed to sending their credits to another country and still buying the licence to pollute the same amount in my own jurisdiction,” he added.

B.C.'s Premier Gordon Campbell said the meeting fell short of expectations, but some of the steps taken by the premiers, like agreeing to using the climate registry as a common way of measuring greenhouse gases, is significant.

He was also pleased that almost all of the provinces accept California's standards on the reduction of tailpipe emissions for vehicles.

And, he said, B.C., Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba are on board when it comes to developing a cap-and-trade system.

“We have made progress,” he said. 

“I think the critical component of the Council of the Federation is that you can't characterize it by unanimity, obviously, but you can, I think, characterize today's meetings as meetings that have led to progress on climate change and progress that's been made on the agreement on internal trade .”

_____________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update 

13 August 2007

Bahrain 

Beach clean-up drive 'a success'  

EIGHTY young volunteers staged a one-day clean up to rid Al Jazair Beach of piles of debris swept ashore by the sea.

They cleaned an area of roughly eight metres by six metres in a campaign organised by the Southern Municipality in co-ordination with cleaning company MBM Alam Flora, under the theme Our Beaches Are A Trust We Should Protect.

Municipality director-general Shaikh Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Khalifa said the municipality's initiative had proven a success. "The number of young men and women that showed up for the clean-up reflects the concern many have for the cleanliness of our beaches and public facilities," he said.

"A number of young people came to the municipality with idea after seeing garbage drifting from the sea to the shore, due to dumping at sea.

"We agreed to give them the equipment they needed in co-ordination with MBM Alam Flora and I personally have signed by name to take part in the event, which would hopefully encourage others."

Dura Al Ali, one of the volunteers, thanked the municipality for its support and encouragement. "They presented us with the equipment at short notice, soon after being informed about the idea, thanks to Shaikh Mohammed's initiative."

The municipality has earlier held campaigns throughout the Southern Governorate and presented children's series on the importance of cleaning, in addition to giving car refuse bags so people don't throw things out of their car windows.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=190427&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30146
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Ban Ki-moon hails Security Council resolution on strengthened UN role in Iraq 

10 August - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today that a new Security Council resolution on the work of the United Nations in Iraq paves the way for the world body to “enhance” its role in such key areas as national reconciliation, regional dialogue, humanitarian assistance and human rights. 

Mr. Ban told the 15-member body that he welcomed the unanimously passed resolution to renew for a year and strengthen the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI). 

“A peaceful and prosperous future is for Iraqis themselves to create, with the international community lending support to their efforts,” he said. 

“The United Nations looks forward to working in close partnership with the leaders and people of Iraq to explore how we can further our assistance under the terms of the resolution.” 

UNAMI, established in 2003, noted in a fact sheet released today that the resolution establishes responsibilities for the mission to “advise and assist in areas such as political facilitation and national reconciliation and the promotion of regional cooperation between Iraq and the countries of the region, including through the continued role of the United Nations in the International Compact with Iraq.” 

Although tackling challenges the Iraqi Government and people face is a “national responsibility, we however cannot achieve it without the assistance of the international community represented by the United Nations, especially the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq, UNAMI,” Iraqi Ambassador Hamid Al Bayati said in his address to the Council. 

“For three years, UNAMI has stood by the Iraqi people and successive Iraqi governments during that period and especially with the current national democratically constitutionally elected Government,” he said. 

Mr. Ban told reporters after the Council’s meeting the UN will act as a facilitator to foster talks regarding Iraq. 

“Promoting and encouraging political facilitation and dialogue among different factions and ethnic religious groups – this will be one of the important areas where the United Nations will be engaged,” he said. 

Although the Secretary-General also intends to increase the UN’s presence in Iraq, “the safety and security of our staff is of paramount concern and interest, as you may understand,” he said. 

At present, he said he has not reached a final decision on how many and which staff members will be dispatched to the war-torn country. 

After a bomb attack four years ago this month which killed the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others, many UN international staff were relocated from Iraq. They began returning in April 2004, and currently there are almost 300 international staff and nearly 400 national staff in Iraq, Kuwait and Jordan. 

While taking into account concerns regarding staff safety, Mr. Ban stressed that “we cannot shy away because of” security concerns. “There must be somebody who should work for those people to help them overcome social and economic and political difficulties.” 

Security Council extends arms embargo against militias in DR Congo 

10 August - The Security Council today extended by six months its arms embargo against militia groups operating in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and condemned the continuing illicit flow of weapons into and around the vast African country. 

Council members voted unanimously to maintain the sanctions until at least 15 February next year after receiving the final report from the Group of Experts – who have also been re-established as a result of today’s resolution – on the monitoring of illegal arms flows. 

The 15-member Council said it was most concerned about the situation in the far east of the DRC, especially the provinces of North and South Kivu and the Ituri district, where militia groups remain active and help to “perpetuate a climate of insecurity in the whole region.” 

The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the DRC (MONUC) has also been asked to focus its monitoring activities on the Kivus and Ituri, which share a border with Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. 

The embargo was first imposed in 2003 amid concerns that the growth and trafficking of arms was serving to fuel and exacerbate conflicts across Africa’s Great Lakes region. The Council also noted the link between the illegal exploitation and trade of natural resources in the DRC and the proliferation of arms. 

The latest report from the Group of Experts confirmed “that the most profitable financing source for armed groups remains the exploitation, trade and transportation of natural resources.” 

It also called on the Congolese Government to ensure it is doing all it can – or seeking help from the international community when it cannot – to tackle the problem. 

“The Government is now in a strategic position to choose between addressing the country’s ills in an effective manner or allowing violence, corruption and the absence of rule of law to continue to hinder the country and the development of its population,” the report stated. 

The embargo does not apply to arms and related materiel intended for the use of units of the national army or police, as long as those units meet certain criteria. Any group or person who violates the embargo is subject to a travel ban and an assets freeze. 

Secretary-General calls on Sierra Leonean voters to ensure peaceful elections 

10 August - On the eve of Sierra Leone’s first presidential and parliamentary elections since the departure of United Nations peacekeepers two years ago, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appealed to voters in the West African nation to ensure a peaceful ballot. 

Saturday’s vote will be the country’s second since the end of the decade-long civil war in 2002, and the first since the withdrawal of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in December 2005
. 

While pleased that the elections will take place tomorrow, as scheduled, Mr. Ban is “deeply concerned about recent and ongoing incidents of violence involving supporters of main Sierra Leonean political parties,” according to a statement issued by his spokesperson. 

“The Secretary-General emphasizes that free, fair and credible elections, which reflect the wishes of the people of Sierra Leone, are crucial to securing the peace that has been built in Sierra Leone and to paving the way for development and prosperity in the future.” 

The UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and other international partners have provided technical assistance to the country’s National Electoral Commission to ensure that the preparations for the election meet international standards. 

Mr. Ban paid tribute to the international partners that have provided logistical, financial and technical support to the National Electoral Commission, and commended the Commission for making the necessary arrangements on schedule. 

Preparations for tomorrow’s polls included the training of 37,000 polling staff to ensure a credible election day. 

UN boosts funding of relief effort in wake of South Asian floods 

10 August - The United Nations humanitarian arm is stepping up its financial support of governments across South Asia as they try to help the estimated 45 million people affected by the recent deadly flooding across the region. 

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes announced today that the world body will provide up to $20 million to assist governments and to boost the in-country capacity of the UN and its partner non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

At least 2,200 deaths in India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan have been linked to the floods, caused largely by particularly heavy monsoon rains this year. Government figures indicate that more than four million hectares of crops have also been damaged. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that the most urgent needs include food, temporary shelter, medicines and mosquito nets. 

The UN has already allocated about $4.4 million from its Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to Pakistan to help that country respond to heavy rains and flooding last month in the wake of Cyclone Yemyin and monsoon rains. 

But Mr. Holmes said the recovery effort there is being hampered by the fact that the UN has received less than one-third of the $38 million it appealed for to complement the emergency activities of the Pakistani Government. 

About 2.5 million people were affected by those floods, which hit Baluchistan and Sindh provinces hardest in late June and early June. Over 300 people were killed and more than 240 others remain missing. At least 700,000 people have not been able to return to their homes and live in makeshift roadside camps or in collective centres such as schools or other public buildings. 

“For most families affected by these floods, the recovery of their livelihoods will be arduous and protracted,” said Mr. Holmes, who is also Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs. “Six weeks with nothing but uncertainty can feel like forever. I hope that donors will respond quickly and generously.” 

South Asia is not the only region where the UN is helping with flood relief activities, drawing from the CERF. In Colombia, about $2.2 million in funding has been approved to support the Government’s efforts in the Mojana region and the Córdoba department, which have suffered from floods and landslides. And in Sudan, around $2.7 million will be given to help with relief efforts in the wake of recent floods, particularly in the north. 

In face of devastating Asian floods disaster risk reduction is urgent priority – UN 

10 August - With hundreds of people already dead and 30 million others affected by floods from this season’s monsoon rains in South Asia, the United Nations body that seeks to mitigate the impact of natural disasters today called on all governments to speed up preventive measures, from setting up early warning networks to enforcing stricter building codes. 

“Disaster risk reduction is not an option, it is an urgent priority,” the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) warned. 

“The problem today is that around the world vulnerability to disasters continues to increase, a situation that will worsen with climate change,” ISDR Director Sálvano Briceño said. “So we need to take action now to reduce the risks of devastating impacts on people and their livelihoods.” 

He noted that recent reports by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) were clear and unequivocal that global warming was occurring, almost certainly due to human activities such as burning fossil fuels, and equally unequivocal about what the future holds if action is not taken now. 

ISDR stressed that while the focus today was on cutting green house gas emissions, which is very important, this would take hundreds of years, and in the meantime the world had to face up to the risk of increasing hazard events that would affect people, particularly poor people around the globe. 

“Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is essential for cutting future disaster risks. But an immediate task is also to prepare for more extreme weather conditions – through disaster risk reduction programmes that include strengthening public risk awareness, early warning systems and community-based disaster preparedness,” Mr. Briceño said. 

He called on governments to quickly implement the Hyogo Framework for Action endorsed in Kobe, Japan, by 168 governments shortly after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, which offers a number of concrete measures to make communities and nations more resilient to any type of disaster, including storms, floods, droughts, heat and cold waves. 

The Framework calls for establishing laws and policies for flood and water management including zoning regulations to avoid building houses on low-lying areas and to protect forests and wetlands that absorb and purify water; building hospitals, schools, water and electricity facilities in safe places; and strengthening preparedness plans for when disaster strikes. 

As a result of climate change, many millions more people are likely to be flooded every year by the 2080s. The number affected will be largest in the mega-deltas of Asia and Africa and the Small Islands States, struck by the double threat of sea level rise and river flooding. 

The situation could not be clearer, Mr Briceño said. Floods accounted for 84 per cent of all disaster deaths between 2000 and 2005 and caused $466 billion in losses over the decade 1992-2001, 65 per cent of the total of all disasters. Flooding in the United Kingdom alone this year is estimated to cost about $12 billion. 

“Modest investment would go a long way to not only avoid heavy losses and protect livelihoods, but also to give citizens peace of mind when it begins to rain,” he added. 

Meanwhile the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said the floods in South Asia would affect the return to school of millions of children. In Bangladesh, more than 8,000 primary schools had been affected and 7,780 were currently closed because they were either damaged or hosting displaced families. In India schools serving several million children have been flooded out or are being used as shelters. 

And the World Health Organization (WHO) warned that hundreds of thousands of people were at risk of diseases in Bangladesh, India and Nepal, including diarrhoea, conjunctivitis and skin and respiratory infections. It stressed the importance of monitoring for the possible spread of epidemics. 

Western Sahara: second round of UN-led talks get under way 

10 August - The second round of United Nations-led negotiations on Western Sahara began this morning outside New York with a call on the participants to ensure that the talks are productive and conducted in good faith. 

Peter van Walsum, the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, is leading the negotiations, which are being attended by representatives of the parties, Morocco and the Frente Polisario, and the neighbouring countries Algeria and Mauritania. 

Morocco’s Interior Minister Chakib Benmoussa heads his country’s delegation to the talks, which are taking place in Manhasset on Long Island, while Mahfud Ali Veiba, a member of the Polisario leadership, leads his delegation. 

In his opening remarks this morning, Mr. van Walsum said he hoped they would take place in “the same good atmosphere that characterized the first round” of talks in mid-June, which were also held in Manhasset. 

“However, atmosphere is not everything,” Mr. van Walsum said. “The Security Council expects us to conduct good-faith and productive negotiations.” 

The participants are expected to continue the discussions they initiated in June, and will start with meetings in plenary today as well as separate discussions between Mr. van Walsum and each of the four delegations.

The UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) has been in place since September 1991 to monitor the ceasefire between Morocco and the Frente Polisario, which contest the territory. In an April resolution, the Security Council called on the parties to enter into negotiations “without preconditions in good faith.” 

In bid to halt post-election violence in Timor-Leste, UN convenes party leaders 

10 August - In an effort to end political violence in Timor-Leste, the top United Nations envoy in the small South-East Asian country today brought all political parties together at a meeting where he underscored their earlier agreement to ensure a meaningful role for the opposition and for the opposition to make constructive contributions to parliament. 

The 16 party leaders strongly condemned the violence, which has included the burning of houses and government buildings, the vandalizing of schools and the stoning of cars. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative Atul Khare voiced satisfaction that the former governing party FRETILIN clearly reiterated that it would not abandon the parliament. 

Mr. Khare has said the violence, which erupted after the announcement of a new Government on Monday, was “regrettably” being committed by people who claim an allegiance to FRETILIN. 

He pledged UN support for government efforts to ensure that the security situation improves and that humanitarian aid is provided to mitigate the effects of the violence in the eastern districts of the country, which the world body helped shepherd to independence from Indonesia in 2002. 

UN police officers and their international and national counterparts have been fully deployed to try to end the violence following the announcement of the new Government led by former president Xanana Gusmão. 

Today’s meeting was the seventh convened by the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) with the aim of providing a space for frank and honest exchanges of information between all the parties that contested the 30 June parliamentary elections, which failed to produce a single outright winner. The party leaders stated that violence should not be used as a mechanism to voice discontent about the formation of the new Government, Mr. Khare noted. 

UN police reported that the security situation remained volatile, particularly in Viqueque and Baucau districts to the east of Dili, the capital. They confirmed that 142 houses had been burnt in the two districts since the unrest began. Yesterday in Viqueque there were numerous cases of arson, fighting, stone throwing, and illegal road blocks. In Baucau, there were also several cases of arson and stone throwing. Police made four arrests. 

In Dili yesterday, there were several reports of rock throwing and fighting, most of which occurred at night. Police arrested 17 people over the course of the day. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today voiced strong condemnation of the vandalization of schools, learning spaces, and play areas in recent days. “UNICEF is absolutely concerned that children are once again the ones who suffer,” the agency’s country representative Shui-Meng Ng said. 

“We urge the adults to consider the future of all their children before they continue their destruction of public properties and create further unrest. Without a safe environment, and without proper classrooms or learning spaces, all your children will be adversely impacted.” 

The UN enhanced its peacekeeping and policing roles in Timor-Leste after violence attributed to differences between eastern and western regions broke out in April and May last year, killing at least 37 people and forcing 155,000 others, 15 per cent of the population, to flee their homes. 

UN political chief heads to Asia next week for three-nation tour 

10 August - The top United Nations political official will travel next week to Asia on a visit that will take him to China, Kyrgyzstan and Nepal, a spokesman for the world body said today. 

The first stop for Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs B. Lynn Pascoe will be Beijing, where he will hold talks with senior officials on a range of UN-related issues from 13 to 15 August. 

On 16 August, Mr. Pascoe will be in the Kyrgyz capital, Bishkek, where he will deliver a message on behalf of Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to the summit of Heads of State of the member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization – a regional body comprising China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

While in Kyrgyzstan, he will also meet with a number of visiting leaders to discuss the situation in Central Asia and the broader region. 

Mr. Pascoe will be in Kathmandu from 18 to 19 August to discuss the peace process with national leaders and to consult with the UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN), which is providing critical assistance to the holding of Constituent Assembly elections later this year. 

During his stay in the Himalayan nation, Mr. Pascoe is expected to meet with Nepal’s Prime Minister and other key political figures in the country. 

UN refugee seeks additional funds as Afghan returns from Pakistan surpass expectations 

10 August - Afghan refugees are returning to their home country from Pakistan at a pace exceeding the expectations and resources of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the agency is appealing for additional funds to assist the returnees. 

UNHCR has been able to help 300,000 refugees so far this year thanks to donor support, but “funds will soon be exhausted,” agency spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told reporters in Geneva. 

Returnees receive a transport and reintegration grant and medical check-ups, with children being vaccinated for polio and measles. A transit centre near Jalalabad, Afghanistan, also provides mine awareness training. 

An additional $10 million, on top of the $15 million requested this April, will allow UNHCR to support the return and reintegration of 400,000 Afghans this year, Ms. Pagonis added, bringing the new budged for the entire Afghanistan operation to nearly $110 million. 

More than five million Afghans – 3.2 million from Afghanistan and 1.8 million from Iran – have returned to their country since the launch of UNHCR’s repatriation programme in 2002 following the fall of the Taliban. 

Last year marked the lowest levels of returns – nearly 140,000 – since the start of the scheme due to the “deteriorating security situation and economic and social conditions inside Afghanistan,” Ms. Pagonis noted. 

The current upsurge in returns are a result of the “conditions in the host countries and the policies of host governments,” she said.

UNHCR is monitoring activities in both host countries and the country of origin to ensure that repatriation is voluntary and gradual, a principle that has been agreed upon a tripartite commission comprising Afghanistan, Pakistan and UNHCR. 

“In the longer term, the key to continued and successful return to Afghanistan will lie in improving security, raising living standards, and enlarging employment opportunities through reconstruction and development programmes in Afghanistan,” Ms. Pagonis said. 

Last week, Afghanistan, Pakistan and UNHCR agreed to extend by another three years the programme of voluntary repatriation of Afghans to their homeland. 

UNICEF hails Jordan’s decision to open school doors to Iraqi refugee children 

10 August - The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today hailed the decision by the Government of Jordan to open the country’s public schools to the tens of thousands of Iraqi children who have fled there. 

When Jordanian public schools start classes on 19 August, all children will, for the first time, be able to attend classes, regardless of whether they possess a residency permit or not, UNICEF said in a statement, noting that previously, formal education was available only to Iraqis holding residency permits. 

Welcoming the move, the agency pointed out that Iraqi youngsters have faced numerous obstacles since fleeing their homeland. “Many have lost a parent, a teacher, their friends and their place in communities. A large proportion of Iraqi children living in Jordan had not attended school for years,” it noted. 

For its part, UNICEF has been supporting education of Iraqi children in Iraq and through the region. 

In July, UNICEF and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNICEF) launched a $129 million joint appeal to support host Governments such as Jordan, Syria, Egypt and Lebanon in providing schooling for 155,000 Iraqi children for the 2007-2008 academic year, including 50,000 in Jordan. 

“These funds are needed urgently to allow children to begin the school year in a little over a week, and also to ensure that they can continue their education into 2008,” UNICEF said today. 

Asian States adopt UN-backed plan to cut millions of deaths due to man-made disasters

10 August - Top environmental and health officials from South-East and East Asian countries have launched a United Nations-backed effort to reduce the estimated 6.6 million deaths in the continent each year that are attributable to ecological factors such as air pollution, solid and hazardous wastes and numerous man-made disasters. 

“The region’s high death toll from environmental degradation can be avoided if we are determined to reverse the current trend,” said Shigeru Omi, Western Pacific Director of the UN World Health Organization (WHO), which jointly organized the First Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Bangkok together with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

“Solving environmental health problems requires collaboration between health and environmental sectors. We need to strengthen our collective commitment to priority environmental health challenges in the region,” he added. 

At the two-day meeting ending yesterday, ministers and senior officials adopted the Bangkok Declaration on Environment and Health, with a regional Charter setting the following priorities over the next three years: air quality; water supply, hygiene and sanitation; solid and hazardous waste; toxic chemicals and hazardous substances; climate change, ozone depletion and ecosystem change; and contingency planning, preparedness and response to environmental health emergencies. 

“The Bangkok Declaration takes us a firm step forward from monitoring and assessment of sectoral issues towards the prevention of health impacts,” UNEP Regional Director Surendra Shrestha said. 

The Declaration provides a mechanism for sharing knowledge and experiences, improve policy and regulatory frameworks at the national and regional level, and promote the implementation of integrated environmental health strategies and regulations. 

Over the last 50 years, environmental pollution has intensified due to rapid industrialization, urbanization and motorization, resulting in urban air pollution, the generation of solid and hazardous wastes, and numerous man-made disasters and emergencies, together accounting for some 25 per cent of all deaths in the region. 

A Second Ministerial Regional Forum is planned in 2010 to review the progress in implementing the regional Charter. 

At UN, youth stress efforts to promote development 

10 August - More than 200 young people from around the world held a celebration today at United Nations headquarters in New York, kicking off a series of UN events to mark International Youth Day this year. 

Youth groups from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the United States showcased their contributions to society, and spoke about their efforts to make the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – a series of targets to slash a host of social and economic ills by 2015 – a reality. 

They also gave presentations on how they are utilizing the Internet to take action in local and global communities as well as on the importance of young people’s participation in shaping the world they are to inherit. 

The celebrations also included performances from youth performing gymnastics, circus art routines, step dances and poetry. 

The photographs by the winners of the Shoot Nations International Photo Competition – which asked young people to document what matters to them and how to make a difference – were put on display in a specially made light-box art installation. 

International Youth Day is celebrated every year on 12 August, providing an opportunity to recognize the world’s 1.2 billion young people, to celebrate their achievements and to push for their participation in all areas of society and development. This year’s theme is “Be seen, be heard: youth participation for development.” 

UN experts to probe killing of highly endangered mountain gorillas in DR Congo 

10 August - A United Nations-supported expert mission leaves for the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) tomorrow to investigate the apparently senseless slaughter of mountain gorillas, a highly endangered species living only in national parks on the country’s north-eastern border with Uganda and Rwanda. 

“There is grave concern for the mountain gorillas as the latest killings are inexplicable,” said the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which is organizing the 10-day mission with the World Conservation Union (IUCN), a union of governments, government agencies, and non-governmental organizations. 

“They do not correspond to traditional poaching where animals are killed for commercial purposes. Furthermore the killings have taken place despite the increased guard patrols and the presence of military forces in the area,” it added in a statement. 

Seven mountain gorillas have been shot and killed this year, four of them last month, in the DRC’s Virunga National Park, more than during the conflict that wracked Africa’s Great Lakes region in the late 1990s. Some 700 of the large animals, inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage in Danger list, are estimated to still survive in the tri-border areas, about 370 of them in Virunga.

“These killings are a blow for the preservation of mountain gorillas and a setback for conservation efforts at the World Heritage site,” the agency said. 

The mission has been invited by the DRC authorities and the Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature (ICCN). Working with local authorities and partners in the field, the mission will investigate the reasons for targeting the animals and propose measures for their protection and for improving the conservation of the site’s outstanding universal value. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative in the country, William Lacy Swing, has promised the mission the full support of the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC). 

The mission will meet with government officials in Kinshasa, the capital, collect data including testimony from guards and administrators of Virunga, confer with political and military leaders and local communities of the province, and examine the state of conservation of the park, the threats on the site and its actual management. 

They will also examine the economic impact of the situation on the local economy, notably in relation to tourism. Virunga is the oldest national park in Africa, established in 1925. 

UNESCO is planning a high-level meeting in the autumn to examine ways to improve the situation, bringing together the DRC authorities, the agency’s natural heritage specialists, representatives of the African Union, sub-regional organizations and the IUCN. 

UNESCO and observers are particularly concerned to note that political and military improvements on the ground in recent years have failed to contribute to the conservation of World Heritage properties in the DRC, properties whose integrity has been preserved during the years of the Great Lake Conflict in the late 1990s and early 2000s thanks to funding by Belgium, Italy and the UN Foundation. Virunga and other sites in the east of the DRC are particularly vulnerable.
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10 August 2007 _____________________________________________________________________________

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Farhan Haq, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, everyone.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning unanimously adopted a resolution renewing and strengthening the mandate of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq, and the Secretary-General welcomed the Council’s action.

He said that the United Nations is deeply committed to helping the people of Iraq, and that he was pleased to have the opportunity to now enhance, where possible, the UN’s contributions in crucial areas, such as national reconciliation, regional dialogue, humanitarian assistance and human rights.

The Secretary-General added that the United Nations looks forward to working in close partnership with the leaders and people of Iraq to explore how we can further our assistance under the terms of this resolution.  He voiced his profound appreciation and respect to the people and Government of Iraq, and also paid tribute to the brave men and women who continue to serve the United Nations in Iraq.

We have his full statement upstairs.

He did speak at the stakeout just a few minutes ago.  Among other things, he was asked about plans to send more people to Iraq, and he said that, first of all, “I need to get support from the General Assembly for safe working conditions for our staff”. 

We should have that transcript available to you in the next few minutes.

**Iraqi Children
Jordanian public schools will open their doors to Iraqi children when classes start on 19 August, according to UNICEF.  The agency is welcoming this announcement, which will apply to all children who have fled violence from neighbouring Iraq, regardless of whether they possess a residency permit or not.  According to UNICEF, a large proportion of Iraqi children living in Jordan have not attended school for years. 

We have more information on this upstairs.

**Security Council on Democratic Republic of Congo
In addition to its unanimous approval of the resolution on the new one-year mandate for the UN Mission in Iraq, the Security Council also approved today a resolution extending the sanctions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo until 15 February 2008.

** Sierra Leone
I have a statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General concerning the Sierra Leonean elections:

The Secretary-General is pleased to note that the first elections to be conducted by the Sierra Leonean authorities after the withdrawal of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in December 2005 will take place tomorrow, 11 August, as scheduled. 

The Secretary-General emphasizes that free, fair and credible elections, which reflect the wishes of the people of Sierra Leone, are crucial to securing the peace that has been built in Sierra Leone and to paving the way for development and prosperity in the future.  The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about recent and ongoing incidents of violence involving supporters of main Sierra Leonean political parties.  He, therefore, appeals to all Sierra Leonean political parties and their followers to conduct themselves in a manner that enables the elections to take place in a peaceful atmosphere.

And we have the full statement upstairs.

** Western Sahara
The second round of negotiations under UN auspices on Western Sahara got under way this morning in Manhasset, New York, with the participation of the parties -- Morocco and Frente Polisario -- and the neighbouring countries, Algeria and Mauritania. 

The talks are being led by Peter van Walsum, the Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General for Western Sahara.  The Moroccan delegation is led by Mr. Chakib Benmoussa, the Minister of the Interior.  The Frente Polisario delegation is led by Mr. Mahfud Ali Veiba, who is a member of the Polisario leadership.

Addressing the participants in his opening remarks, Mr. Van Walsum said: “I hope you will maintain the same good atmosphere that characterized the first round.  However, atmosphere is not everything.  The Security Council expects us to conduct good-faith and productive negotiations.”

As for the agenda, participants are continuing the discussions they initiated at Manhasset in June.  There will be meetings in plenary today, as well as separate discussions between the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy and each of the four delegations.

**Timor-Leste
At a UN-sponsored meeting earlier today, Timorese political leaders strongly condemned the ongoing violence in their country.  The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Timor-Leste, Atul Khare, who moderated the meeting, says that the leaders of all 16 registered parties have expressed their firm commitment to end the spread of violence.  Today’s meeting was the seventh of its kind convened by the UN Mission with the goal to provide a forum for frank and honest discussions between all political parties.

Meanwhile, the Mission has confirmed that 142 houses have been burned in Viqueque and Baucau districts since Tuesday.  It remains unclear how many people were displaced by the violence.  UNICEF has also condemned the violence, in particular the destruction and looting of schools and other educational facilities in recent days.

**Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs’ Travels to Asia
The Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, B. Lynn Pascoe, will travel next week to Asia, where he is to represent the Secretary-General at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit of Heads of State in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, in addition to visiting both China and Nepal.

Pascoe’s first stop is in Beijing, from 13-15 August, where he will hold consultations with senior officials on a range of UN-related issues.  On 16 August, he will deliver a message on behalf of the Secretary-General to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit, and meet with a number of visiting leaders to discuss the situation in Central Asia and the broader region.

From 18-19 August, Pascoe will be in Kathmandu to discuss the peace process with national leaders and to consult with the UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN), which is providing critical assistance to the holding of Constituent Assembly elections later this year.  During his stay, Under-Secretary-General Pascoe is expected to meet with Nepal’s Prime Minister and other key political figures in the country.

**Afghan Refugees
The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) has issued an urgent request for an additional $10 million to help assist Afghans returning to their homeland.  UNHCR says the pace of repatriation from Pakistan is rapidly outstripping its ability to support the returnees, and funds will soon run out.

UNHCR has helped more than 300,000 Afghans who have returned home this year.  On arrival, they receive a transport and reintegration grant, medical check-ups, and mine-awareness training.  Children also receive polio and measles vaccinations.

There is more information in the UNHCR briefing notes upstairs.

** Pakistan
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is renewing its call for funding of a $38 million appeal for Pakistan, which was struck more than six weeks ago by flooding caused by monsoon rains and Cyclone Yemyin.  The appeal, aimed at complementing the emergency activities of the Government of Pakistan, remains less than one third funded.

Hundreds of thousands of people in Baluchistan and Sindh provinces remain in scattered roadside camps.  While water supplies have been successfully restored to about 300,000 people, more than 700,000 remain without potable water, and there are also fears of water-borne diseases.  Urgent funding is also required for agricultural recovery.

We have more information on that upstairs.

**Female Genital Mutilation
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and UNICEF are launching a $44 million programme to reduce female genital mutilation and cutting in 16 African countries with high prevalence.  The initiative aims to end the harmful traditional practice within a generation by partnering with Government and religious leaders, health providers, media and civil society, and influencing laws and enforcement.

Each year, 2 to 3 million women and girls are subjected to female genital mutilation.

We have a press release upstairs.

**Climate Change
The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction is urging Governments to speed up their implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action.  That framework, which 168 countries agreed to in 2005, focuses on preparing for the effects of climate change.

With this year’s series of floods, heat waves and storms expected to continue, the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction says that better legislation is needed to promote the building of stronger structures, cities and villages in areas that are not prone to flooding.

We have more information in our Geneva briefing notes.

**International Youth Day
Sunday will be International Youth Day, which this year focuses on youth participation for development.

In a message marking this occasion, the Secretary-General said that, as we approach the midpoint of the race to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, the participation of young men and women was needed more than ever.  He stressed the fact that, in many parts of the world, young people continue to be marginalized and ignored.

We have that message upstairs.

And today, ahead of this International Day, 200 youth from around the world are meeting until 1 p.m. in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library here at Headquarters, to celebrate the occasion.

**The Week Ahead 
We have the Week Ahead available upstairs, but one thing I’d like to flag for you is that the fourth anniversary of the bombing of the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad will be observed next Friday, 17 August, at 10:15 a.m., with a wreath-laying ceremony to remember our colleagues and friends killed and injured in that attack.

The ceremony will be held in front of the memorial plaque located outside the Meditation Room in the General Assembly Building public lobby.  The Secretary-General is expected to make a brief statement.

We have more details in a press release upstairs.

Also we have a press conference on Monday at 2:15 p.m., sponsored by the Mission of Hungary, to launch the Hip Hop Millennium Development Goals Campaign.  This initiative is in conjunction with the fourth Annual Youth Assembly, which will be taking place from 12 to 15 August at the UN Headquarters.

You can find the full Weak Ahead upstairs.

Are there any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  There is some talk that the Secretary-General has proposed building a new UN building or headquarters in Baghdad, and that the ACABQ [Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions] has written back to him.  Do you have any… Can you confirm or deny it?

Associate Spokesperson:  I can’t confirm about the ACABQ writing back to him.  The Secretary-General did mention just a few minutes ago that he is going to ask for increased budget support for strengthening safe housing accommodation in Iraq, and that is one area in which he intends to work.  That is one of his goals, so he is going to press on this.  I don’t have a confirmation on the ACABQ letter.

Question:  What we know is it is a $130-million building, and the ACABQ has concerns about how the money will be approved.

Associate Spokesperson:  I’ll see whether I can get any details on the precise money.  I don’t know if we have any public figure on that.  I believe it is actually still a matter up for discussion.  But if there is something more specific, I’ll let you know.

Question:  On the Western Sahara meetings, I have two questions.  Do we have access to the opening statements today in that meeting?

Associate Spokesperson:  You won’t have public access because reporters are not allowed in the building.  We will try to see whether we can get any of the transcripts of what has been said in the building.  If we can get them, we’ll make them available here, and inform you by the intercom that we have them.  But these meetings have been closed, so there is no official press statement or press access as such.

Question:  How many days… will it be going through the weekend?

Associate Spokesperson:  It will go on tomorrow.  Today, it is expected to last until seven in the evening.  Then it will resume tomorrow, and we are hopeful that, by the end of tomorrow’s proceedings, we might be able to issue a statement in some form to correspondents about how the talks have proceeded.

Question:  On the forthcoming visit of the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs to Asia, is he going to bring any specific messages to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization?  What kind of relationship between the UN and the SCO… how do you describe the relationship?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, he is going to bring a message, and it will be a message on behalf of the Secretary-General.  We will make that public over the course of the next week.  His appearance there is a sign of our desire to cooperate with this organization.  And we will have more next week, when we actually issue the message that Mr. Pascoe will deliver.

Question:  Do you know when the announcement will come on the staffing and the new appointments for Iraq?

Associate Spokesperson:  It is not something that will be immediate.  First of all, the Secretary-General said just about an hour ago that he has not yet finally decided who and how many people still have to be dispatched to Iraq.  He wants to know in particular about the security concerns, about any progress in obtaining safe housing for staff.  Based on a number of those considerations, he will make his decisions.  This is still something that is being discussed, particularly between the Secretary-General and the senior advisers.

Question:  Mr. Gambari has been visiting South-East Asian countries.  What has been the response from these countries so far and how can these countries play a role with the UN?

Associate Spokesperson:  It is up to the countries to describe what their response has been.  From our side, we believe that the countries in the region have a role to play in moving forward with progress towards democracy and reconciliation in Myanmar, which is why Mr. Gambari has made these visits.  I believe today, he should be in Indonesia and, in the last few days, he was in Singapore, in Malaysia [and in Thailand], and I believe his talks throughout the region will continue.

Question:  Do you have any comments, do any of you people have any observations on the report of fighting in Darfur, and of the Government allegedly bombing villages and so forth?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t have anything for you just yet.  I’ll check and see whether we have any update on that.  Of course, I would also like to mention, that Mr. [Jan] Eliasson, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Darfur, is in fact in the region.  He has been visiting the three states of Darfur and today should be the last day of his visit there.  I don’t know whether he has any further comment. 

Question:  There is also this report from Sudan about the arrest of 33 political opponents in central Sudan, in Khartoum.  I don’t know if the UN… there seems to be some comment by Sima Samar, the Rapporteur of Human Rights.   It is not clear what it is directed at… [and it is] calling for transparency and due process for those being arrested.  Is that something that the Secretary-General, UNMIS or the UN is following?

Associate Spokesperson:  UNMIS is following the situation of human rights on the ground.  But for comments, they are the comments by Ms. Samar [Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Sudan], which are the only ones that we have issued on this so far.

Question:  About Iraq.  So the next step I guess is for you guys to appoint a [Special] Representative.  But what actually happens with regards to… You know, I mean you’ve known this resolution has been coming up for a while, you need [inaudible], so presumably you now… are you ready to start issuing invitations to any meetings or what happens?  What is the step first to get the representative?

Associate Spokesperson:  We are certainly going to continue to work on our tasks on the ground.  As for having a Special Representative, for the next three months, Ashraf Qazi, who has been our existing Special Representative, has been extended, so that he can continue with his duties, so that there can be continuity on the ground while we seek a replacement for him.  So there will be some continuity and he will be proceeding with the work that needs to be done on the ground.  The Secretary-General has certainly also discussed his encouragement for meetings among regional countries and his hope that, during the General Assembly meeting in September, there will also be another opportunity for a meeting among the ministers of the region.  So we are proceeding with a lot of those efforts.

Question:  I have a follow-up on that.  What is the latest on this Middle East meeting that was going to be held here?  Was it September or October?  It might be delayed now. 

Associate Spokesperson:  Is it the Israeli-Palestinian meeting you are referring to now?

Correspondent:  Yeah.

Associate Spokesperson:  For those arrangements you should check with the United States, which is the one that proposed this meeting and is trying to deal with the arrangements.

Question:  Is the UN playing no role whatsoever in that?

Associate Spokesperson:  We have been informed of it and, as you know, the UN is a member of the Quartet, and the Quartet responded positively to this initiative in their last statement, so I refer you to the last statement.  But the actual arrangements are being made by the US.

Question:  What does the Secretary-General think of this idea of convening, you know, the key regional players -- Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Iran -- and the US in Baghdad on a regular routine format?

Associate Spokesperson:  Certainly the United Nations has tried to encourage a wide variety of meetings among countries in the region trying to deal specifically with the issues surrounding the need for stability in Iraq.  We haven’t made a specific comment on that particular initiative, though.

Question:  I have literally a housekeeping question.  Inner City Press has been informed that UNMOVIC, which is closing down, has in its building in 866 UN Plaza, a SCUD missile motor, gyroscopes, various hardware.  I am wondering what the UN system… where these thing are going to go.

Associate Spokesperson:  As you know, UNMOVIC’s mandate has been ended, but there is wrap-up being done by my UNMOVIC colleagues.  They are dealing, as we speak, with the dispensation of the items and the documents it has in its possession.  If you want any further information on that, our colleague, Ewen Buchanan, who handles the public statements for UNMOVIC, is still one of the people working on this process.

Question:  He said he has not been informed what to do with these things, that is why I ask you.

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, so it is something that he and his UNMOVIC colleagues are still working on to wrap-up as we speak.  Ultimately, they’ll be part of the process of deciding what will happen.  As for when any UN programme winds down, there is always work on what we do with what we have, and those decisions are being looked at right now.

Question:  Have they considered a stoop sale?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t think that is something that we are considering.  It would be difficult.  You are welcome to monitor it, if it takes place, though.

And with that, have a good afternoon and a good weekend. 
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