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China News Asia: 100 trees planted in Kent Ridge Park to tackle global warming

By Lynda Hong, Channel NewsAsia | Posted: 29 August 2007 2119 hrs

SINGAPORE: A hundred trees were planted in Kent Ridge Park on Wednesday morning in a joint initiative by the South West Community Development Council, the National Parks Board (NParks), and corporate partner Bayer.

In a small but significant step to tackle the global warming problem, about 40 National University Singapore (NUS) students, Bayer employees and other volunteers planted 100 trees along a 50-metre cycling trail.

The day's activity was part of the 100,000 Native Plants @ South West Programme which the CDC and NParks initiated last year.

Some 40,000 plants and trees have since taken root.

Dr Amy Khor, Mayor of South West District, said: "This programme was actually (initiated) to bring back our green heritage by the planting of native plants, as well as to create a greener environment in the district in the next two years. If the programme continues to be very welcomed by the community, which I think it is, we will look to increasing the target."

"I think it's very special in the sense that it allows youths to actually have something hands-on to do, something tangible that they can do for the environment," said Teo Shu Li, a 17-year-old junior college student.

Pharmaceutical company Bayer also has good reasons for taking part.

Marcus Yim, Senior Bayer Representative, South ASEAN, said: "Environment protection is always a very big part of requirements for all the corporate organisations around the world. It's very important to protect our environment as the future generations will also benefit from it."

Its green cause was in support of the worldwide Billion Tree Campaign by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
CNA/so
_____________________________________________________________________________

ABS/CBN: Pisay students win UN-sponsored quiz on ozone

Two students from the Philippine Science High School won first prize at an environmental quiz in Bangkok held by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) last week, ABS-CBN learned Wednesday.

Lawrence Medina and Paulo Miguel Manzanilla, both PSHS senior students, defeated representatives from 14 countries to win the top prize of $1,500, a portion of which will fund an environmental project in PSHS. The two are also scheduled to attend celebrations of the 20th anniversary of the Montreal Protocol in Canada on September 16. 

The Regional Ozone Quiz Competition was organized by UNEP in cooperation with Bangkok's Ruamrudee International School, where the semifinals and finals were held. Most questions tested scientific and historical knowledge of the Montreal Protocol. 

Thanavat Junchaya, UNEP regional network coordinator, said the competition aimed to make students more aware about environmental problems in this region and around the world.

_________________________________________________________________________

Gulf News: Qatar to attend meet on fighting desertification  

Published: Wednesday, 29 August, 2007, 12:48 AM Doha Time

Ghanem Mohamed Abdullah ... Madrid-bound 

Staff Reporter

QATAR is to attend the eighth session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (COP 8), to be held in Madrid, from September 3 to 14.

Ghanem Mohamed Abdullah, director of Wildlife Conservation Department at the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR), will represent Qatar at the meeting in the Spanish capital.

Qatar was currently “processing” a national strategic plan to combat desertification, Abdullah told Gulf Times. It was expected to be ready by the end of the year, he added.

The official emphasised that desertification is not much of a problem for Qatar because of the massive greening efforts and spreading urbanisation.

The sixth session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 6) and the eighth session of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST 8) will also be held in conjunction with COP 8. 

The international community has long recognised that desertification is a major economic, social and environmental problem to many countries in all regions of the world. In 1977, the United Nations Conference on Desertification (UNCOD) adopted a Plan of Action to Combat Desertification (PACD). 

Unfortunately, despite several efforts, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) concluded in 1991 that the problem of land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas had intensified, although there were “local examples of success”. 

As a result, the question of how to tackle desertification was still a major concern for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), which was held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The conference supported a new, integrated approach to the problem, emphasising action to promote sustainable development at the community level. 

The meeting would discuss promotion and strengthening of relationships with other relevant conventions and international organisations, institutions and agencies, Abdullah said.

Among other things, COP 8 would also follow up on the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development relevant to the Convention and preparation of the 16th and 17th sessions of the Commission on Sustainable Development, Abdullah said.

=============================================================

Other Environment News 
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REUTERS: Volvo unveils green engines for trucks

STOCKHOLM (Reuters) - Sweden's Volvo, the world's second biggest truck maker, unveiled on Wednesday a line of truck engines adapted to run on renewable fuels and called for more efforts to make such fuels commercially available.

The engines are powered by seven types of fuel, ranging from synthetic diesel to a mix of hydrogen and biogas. These are made from renewable raw materials and do not add carbon dioxide to the ecosystem, the company said.

Rising emissions of carbon dioxide are widely thought to be a leading cause of climate change.

While none of the engines was being produced for the market, manufacturing could begin within a few years if the fuel was available, Volvo Chief Executive Leif Johansson said.

Johansson told a news conference that politicians and energy firms needed to do more to make sure renewable fuels were developed further and made more available to consumers.

"The message here today is that, had the fuels been available, we (Volvo vehicles) could have been carbon dioxide-free within just a few years," he said.

"We have significant problems finding commercially sensible volumes of fuel."

More efforts were needed to create European, or preferably global, standards for renewable fuels and to ensure their distribution, he said, adding that making green truck fuels widely available need not take a long time.

"We are not very far from there today," he said. "There have been two concerns from the fuel industry. One has been that there won't be any vehicles ready if they develop these fuels. We have tried to address that worry today."

But there also needed to be more public investment in research and development concerning new fuels, as well as in promoting them, he added.

REUTERS: Mankind to blame for warming but can slow damage

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

VIENNA (Reuters) - Mankind is to blame for climate change but governments still have time to slow accelerating damage at moderate cost if they act quickly, a draft U.N. report shows.

Underlining the need for speed, it says a European Union goal of holding temperature rises to a maximum 2 Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial times is almost out of reach.

The 21-page study, due for release in November, lays out possible responses to global warming but cautions that some impacts are already inevitable, such as a gradual rise in sea levels that is set to last for centuries.

The report gives a first overview of 3,000 pages of research by the U.N.'s climate panel already published in three installments this year about the science, the likely impacts and the costs of slowing climate change.

The authoritative summary, obtained by Reuters and meant to guide governments in working out how to slow warming, reiterates that humans are to blame for climate change but that clean technologies are available to offset the most harmful emissions.

"Most of the observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic (from human activities) greenhouse gas concentrations," it says.

"Very likely" means at least 90 percent probability, up from 66 percent in a previous report by the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2001 when the link was only judged "likely." The IPCC draws on work by 2,500 scientists.

The report shows a table indicating worsening damage such as bleached corals, coastal flooding, increasing costs of treating disease, deaths from heat waves and rising risks of extinctions of species of animals and plants.

But it says: "Many impacts can be avoided, reduced or delayed" by cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

FOSSIL FUELS

Among options to offset warming, blamed mainly on greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels, are energy efficiency, wider use of renewable energies, carbon markets or burying carbon dioxide from coal-fired power plants.

The report indicates that the cost of such initiatives would be manageable for the world economy.

Global gross domestic product (GDP) in 2030 would be reduced by up to 3 percent in the most stringent case that would require emissions to peak within about 15 years. Other less tough goals would mean only a fractional loss of GDP by 2030.

The report will be issued in Valencia, Spain, on November 17 after review by governments, along with an even shorter 5-page summary. The draft is dated May 15 -- an updated version has been written this month to take account of government suggestions, scientists said.

"Warming of the climate is now unequivocal, as is now evident from observations of increases in global average air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising global mean sea level," the summary begins.

The report reiterates best estimates that temperatures will rise by 1.8 to 4.0 Celsius (3 to 7 Fahrenheit) this century and that sea levels will rise by between 18 and 59 centimeters.

But it says ocean levels are likely to keep rising "for many centuries" even if greenhouse gases are stabilized, because water expands as it heats up. The deep oceans will keep heating up as warmth filters down from the surface.

Under a range of scenarios, such thermal expansion of the oceans alone would bring sea level rises of 0.4 to 3.7 meters in coming centuries, without counting any melting of ice in glaciers or in the vast Greenland or Antarctic ice sheets.

About 1,000 delegates from 158 nations are meeting in Vienna this week to discuss ways to extend the U.N.'s Kyoto Protocol for fighting warming beyond 2012 and to widen it to include outsiders such as the United States and developing nations.
Guardian: Lib Dem plan to ban petrol-driven cars


Haroon Siddique and agencies 
Tuesday August 28, 2007
Guardian Unlimited 

Petrol-driven cars could be banned across Britain by 2040, under radical Liberal Democrat plans to tackle climate change. 

The Liberal Democrat leader, Sir Menzies Campbell, and the party's environment spokesman, Chris Huhne, unveiled the proposal today as part of a package of measures designed to make Britain carbon-neutral by 2050. 

Mr Huhne said he foresaw cars powered by hydrogen fuel cells, improved battery technology or other new technology yet to be developed. 

He compared the change to the shift from the steam engine to the internal combustion engine, or from the gaslight to electric light, at the start of the 20th century. 

"We need - by 2040 - to have a non-carbon emitting type of propulsion in our vehicles," he said. 

"It will be clearly no petrol cars by 2040." 

The 10-point plan on climate change also included a commitment to 100% carbon-free non-nuclear generation by 2050 and the introduction of "polluter pays" green taxes. 

Sir Menzies said: "Pollution doesn't respect national boundaries. Climate change is a global problem that requires an international solution. 

"Britain should not be a bit player in finding that solution; we should be leading the pack. 

"Under our proposals, the United Kingdom would set the green standard for others to reach." 

Ahead of the 2050 target for electricity generation the Lib Dems would aim for 30% of power to come from clean, non-carbon-emitting sources by 2020. 

The government goal is that 10% of power should come from renewable targets by 2010, while the EU target is for 20% by 2020. 

Earlier this month the government admitted that the 2020 requirement represented a "major challenge", after the Guardian revealed a pessimistic leaked report from the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform. 

The document warned that the UK "has achieved little so far on renewables" and was set to fall far short of the EU target. 

The Lib Dem goals could prove similarly challenging given the current mix of electricity generation in Britain 

Figures from the former Department of Trade and Industry for the third quarter of 2006 showed that around 30% of electricity was generated by coal, 20% by nuclear, with renewables accounting for just over 4%. 

Other Lib Dem proposals include major improvements to the rail network and the construction of a high-speed rail line, funded by tolling lorries on motorways. 

They also revealed plans for "green mortgages", which would enable people to make their homes more energy efficient, and a proposal to fund clean energy in developing countries. 

Mr Huhne said that the party's plans were "the first and only realistic route march for change". 

"This ambitious objective for zero-carbon Britain would put us in the global lead in tackling climate chaos along with Sweden, Norway and New Zealand," he said. 

"Just as crucially, we have set out plans that are the first attempt of any British political party to tackle carbon emissions from every part of the economy: transport, energy, housing, offices and factories. The time for talk has passed; we need action." 

The measures will be debated at the party conference in Brighton next month.

Guardian: India and China urged to cut emissions

· James Randerson, science correspondent 

· The Guardian 

· Tuesday August 28 2007 

A UN climate change conference began yesterday with a call from the most vulnerable developing nations for large and rapidly developing countries such as China and India to do more to tackle global warming. 

The group of the 48 least-developed countries plus a group of small island states has previously maintained a united front against what it perceives to be the lack of action from industrial nations which are responsible for the bulk of carbon dioxide emissions.

But its call stopped short of demanding mandatory targets for developing nations. "They are putting proposals not just to industrial countries but also some large emitters that are developing countries to do something about their emissions," said Yuri Onodera, who is representing Friends of the Earth at the conference. 

China overtook the US as the world's largest emitter of carbon dioxide earlier this year, although per capita the US is still far higher.

The meeting, in Vienna, is the last chance for officials to thrash out proposals under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) banner ahead of a higher-level meeting for ministers in Bali in December. That conference is a crucial stepping stone towards a replacement for the Kyoto Protocol in 2012 but delegates are still a long way from agreeing what a future "son of Kyoto" would look like. They must also decide on a timetable for the agreement and an ultimate goal for a cut in emissions.

The "elephant in the room" at the conference is that the US - which is responsible for around a quarter of global greenhouse gas emissions - refused to sign up to Kyoto. Shortly after the Vienna meeting the US is hosting a "meeting of major economies on energy security and climate change" in Washington. The White House hopes this will produce a parallel agreement in 2008 that would "contribute to a global agreement under the UNFCCC by 2009", but sceptics view it as an attempt to derail the Bali meeting. 

"Climate change is already a harsh reality, a massive obstacle to development," the Austrian environment minister, Josef Pröll, told the meeting of more than 1,000 officials, activists and other experts. He added: "[It] is a huge challenge that can only be dealt with at a global level. We do not have much time." 

Joseph Zacune, also of Friends of the Earth, said the onus was on industrialised countries - with 13% of global population but 45% of carbon emissions - to solve the problem and that a 90% cut in carbon dioxide emissions by 2050 was necessary to avoid dangerous climate change.

Monyane Moleleki, foreign minister of Lesotho, said climate change was having profound effects on his country's agriculture. "The farmers are suffering because nothing happens when it is supposed to - the traditional rainy seasons are no longer predictable. The numbers of droughts have doubled since the late 1970s and when the rains come, they come in torrents," he said.

Associated Press: NOAA Blames Hot Year on Greenhouse Gases

August 29, 2007

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) -- ''We have met the enemy, and he is us,'' the comic-strip

character Pogo said decades ago. A new analysis of last year's near-record

temperatures in the United States suggests he was right.

Warming caused by human activity was the biggest factor in the high

temperatures recorded in 2006, according to a report by researchers at the

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

The analysis, released Tuesday, is being published in the September issue

of Geophysical Research Letters, published by the American Geophysical

Union.

In January, NOAA's National Climatic Data Center reported that 2006 was the

warmest year on record over the 48 contiguous states with an average

temperature 2.1 degrees Fahrenheit warmer than normal and 0.07 degree

warmer than 1998, the previous warmest year on record.

In May, however, NOAA revised the 2006 ranking to the second warmest year

after updated statistics showed the year was actually .08 F cooler than

1998.

At the time the agency said it was not clear how much of the warming was a

result of greenhouse-gas induced climate change and how much resulted from

the El Nino warming of the tropical Pacific Ocean that was under way.

''We wanted to find out whether it was pure coincidence that the two

warmest years on record both coincided with El Nino events,'' Martin

Hoerling of NOAA's Earth System Research Laboratory in Boulder, Colo., said

in a statement.

His study looked at the effects of El Nino in the past as well as the

effects of the release of gases such as carbon dioxide into the atmosphere

by human industrial activities.

The analysis of past El Nino events in the 20th century found that the

result was a slightly colder than normal annual average temperature over

the 48 contiguous states.

To double check that, the researchers conducted two sets of 50-year

computer simulations of U.S. climate, with and without the influence of El

Nino. They again found a slight cooling across the nation when El Nino was

present.

Then they looked at the effect of the increased greenhouse gases -- which

are given that name because they can help trap heat from the sun somewhat

like a greenhouse traps heat.

They ran 42 different tests using complex computer models to simulate

changes in the atmosphere under various conditions and concluded that the

''2006 warmth was primarily due to human influences.''

While Hoerling's study focused on the United States, NOAA also tracks world

climate. Worldwide, 2005 was the warmest year on record, topping 1998,

according to the agency.
____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Climate flooding risk 'misjudged' 

Climate change may carry a higher risk of flooding than was previously thought, the journal Nature reports. 
Researchers say efforts to calculate flooding risk from climate change do not take into account the effect carbon dioxide (CO2) has on vegetation. 

Higher atmospheric levels of this greenhouse gas reduce the ability of plants to suck water out of the ground and "breathe" out the excess. 

Plants expel excess water through tiny pores, or stomata, in their leaves. 

Their reduced ability to release water back into the atmosphere will result in the ground becoming saturated. 

Areas with higher predicted rainfall have a greater risk of flooding. But this effect also reduces the severity of droughts. 

The findings suggest computer models of future climate change may need to be revised in order to plan for coming decades. 

Soil saturation 
Plants perform two functions that are of key importance in climate change. 

They absorb CO2 from the atmosphere and convert it to oxygen as a by-product of their energy generation process. 

Plants also absorb water through their roots, and release it back into the atmosphere through their stomata. 

CO2 enters plants through the stomata; water evaporates through the same holes. 

The higher the level of atmospheric CO2, the more the pores tighten up or open for short periods. 

As a result, less water passes through the plant and into the air in the form of evaporation. In turn, this means that more water stays on the land, eventually running off into rivers when the soil becomes saturated. 

A team led by Dr Richard Betts from the Met Office has modelled how this will affect climate change predictions. 

"It's a double-edged sword," said Dr Betts, "it means that increases in drought due to climate change could be less severe as plants lose less water. 

"On the other hand, if the land is saturated more often, you might expect that intense rainfall events are more likely to cause flooding." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

Reuters: Invasive Algae Killing Costa Rican Coral Reef

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica - A tropical algae thriving on fertilizers from hotel golf courses and badly treated sewage is killing one of Costa Rica's most important coastal reefs, scientists say.

The green, feather-like algae is spreading along the reefs of Culebra Bay in Costa Rica's northwestern Gulf of Papagayo, a popular scuba diving spot and home to a rare species of coral. The algae blocks the sunlight and suffocates the reefs.

A tourism and construction boom along the palm tree-lined beaches is creating nitrogen- and phosphate-rich waste that feeds the algae, known as Caulerpa sertularioides, and Costa Rica is only just becoming aware of the problem.

"It's an ecological disaster," said Cindy Fernandez, a marine biologist with the nonprofit MarViva Association, who alerted the Costa Rican government to the threat, which is now being taken on by the state-run University of Costa Rica.

Scientists say about 80 percent of the reef area, which stretches for about a mile and a half (2.4 km) along the coast line, is covered in the algae.

The aggressive algae spreads when even the smallest sliver comes loose, from the likes of strong currents or dive boats dropping anchor, to root itself in another part of the reef.

Even the sweep of a diver's hand or the kick of a diver's fin can send a fragment swirling away to start another patch.

That means experts cannot pull it up like weeds.

"If you pull it up it will reproduce faster," said Jenny Asch, coordinator of the government's marine conservation program, who is leading efforts to find a way to eradicate the algae.

If left unchecked, the algae could also severely damage the ecosystem of the bay, allowing non-native species of fish to come in and displace the native species.

The highly invasive Mediterranean strain of the algae, Caulerpa taxifolia, was discovered in Southern California in June 2000, where scientists have used solid chlorine blocks to eradicate the pest.

Costa Rican scientists do not yet know if similar eradication techniques will work on Caulerpa sertularioides.

The algae is the latest challenge facing Costa Rican authorities as the Central American country struggles with conserving its unique tropical biodiversity while attracting tourists and marketing itself as an ecotourism paradise.

Story by John McPhaul

Story Date: 30/8/2007
AFP:  Hawksbill turtles fight losing pollution battle in Indonesia
   by Nabiha Shahab   


   PRAMUKA ISLAND, Indonesia, Aug 29, 2007 (AFP) - On an island just a stone's throw from Jakarta, turtle conservationist Salim starts his day by scrubbing moss from the carapaces of his tiny charges.


   Here they are safe, but soon they will fight for their lives in the increasingly polluted ocean lapping nearby.


   "Not even my family can be bothered to do this," he sighs as he puts another squirming reptile back into its blue plastic tub, where it will stay until it is deemed strong enough to be set free.


   For two decades, Salim has been working to protect the critically endangered hawksbill turtles found around the Thousand Islands, an archipelago of white-beached isles scattered 45 kilometres (29 miles) north of Jakarta.


   The wiry, moustachioed 57-year-old has seen the waters surrounding the islands slowly become more poisoned as run-off from the teeming Indonesian capital, home to 12 million people, expands ever further from Java's shores.


   A large portion of the Thousand Islands, or Kepulauan Seribu, was declared a national park in 1986 so in theory the flora and fauna here is protected. But in practice, nothing can stop the invasion of the muck.


   A 2005 Indonesian study declared Jakarta Bay, which abuts the park, a "dying ecosystem". Organic and heavy metals are well above safe limits, though the most recent tests officials provide are dated from 1995. These found dangerous PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) at a level of 1,320 parts per billion -- well above the safe limit then of 0.03 parts per billion.


   The hawksbill, one of the world's seven marine turtle species -- six of which are found in Indonesia -- used to be so prevalent here it was named the official mascot of the islands.


   National park head Sumarto says that 20 years ago, the turtles laid eggs on almost all of the islands here. Divers spotted turtles four out of every five forays underwater.


   By the 1990s, they were found on only 13 of the 110 islands. While the turtles should instinctively return to where they were born, they are repelled by the pollution and forced to seek out different places to nest.


   Today eggs are laid on just three to five of the northernmost islands -- the ones furthest away from Jakarta's pollution.


   "Now you would be very lucky if you were to meet them during a dive at all," says Sumarto.


   The turtles lay a total of around 14,000 eggs a year here, though only about one in 1,000 makes it to adulthood, the average for all marine turtles.


   The government estimates that about 40 percent of Jakartans dump their domestic garbage directly into the rivers that criss-cross the megacity. The refuse ends up in Jakarta Bay and oozes towards the islands.


   Besides polluting the waters, the debris itself poses a direct threat. Some turtles mistake plastic bags for jelly fish and try to eat them, or get entangled in them and eventually starve to death.


   On top of this, for the past three years oil slicks from an exploration area north of the islands have repeatedly washed back around the turtles' nesting grounds.


   Salim, who was one of the national park's earlier employees and has won an environment award from the president for his work, points out one turtle with a carapace so deformed that it is convex rather than the normal concave.


   "We found three young turtles like this, but only this one survived. We had never found anything like this before," he says. That was 1993, when alarm bells were starting to ring. But things have only got worse.


   Humans have been direct predators of the turtles too -- hunting the eggs to eat, and selling their attractive shells as souvenirs, says the park's Sumarto.


   This is why the local population -- some 21,000 people living on six islands in the park -- are included in conservation programmes here, he says.


   But experts are not upbeat about the prospect of turtles lasting much longer so close to Jakarta.


   "The programme is fine for education but it cannot be successful," says Ismu Sutanto Suwelo, a turtle specialist with the Indonesian Wildlife Fund, a local environmental group.


   "It is too close to (human) populations and from the north there are threats from oil exploration and ship waste dumping," he said, adding however that the animals would likely find other places to nest in the archipelago nation.


   One of Indonesia's most experienced divers, Cipto Aji Gunawan, has visited the islands here repeatedly over the past three decades. He too dismisses efforts now as too little in the face of the onslaught of filth from Jakarta.


   "Unless Jakarta gets it act together and starts managing its waste responsibly, there will be no hope for Kepulauan Seribu," he tells AFP.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Une "Arche de Noé" verte prend forme au beau milieu de l'Arctique 
   Par Pierre-Henry DESHAYES
   
   LONGYEARBYEN (Norvège), 30 août 2007 (AFP) - Dans les entrailles d'une montagne du Grand Nord, une "Arche de Noé" verte se dessine, censée garantir la pérennité de la diversité végétale mise en péril par le changement climatique, les catastrophes naturelles et la folie humaine. 


   Au bout d'un petit chemin caillouteux du Svalbard, archipel norvégien de l'Arctique où --paradoxalement-- l'on ne cultive rien, des ouvriers achèvent une "chambre forte génétique", énorme congélateur de 5.200 m3 qui accueillera des semences des principales cultures vivrières au monde.

   "C'est une police d'assurance-vie peu coûteuse", assure l'américain Cary Fowler, directeur du Fonds fiduciaire mondial pour la diversité des cultures (FFMDC), à l'origine du projet.

   Encore à l'état d'excavation en forme de trident percée dans le calcaire et le grès, l'entrepôt pourra conserver dans ses trois chambres fortes et froides jusqu'à 4,5 millions d'échantillons de graines recueillies auprès des centaines de banques de gènes existant sur la planète.

   Une capacité plus que suffisante pour abriter l'ensemble des semences existantes et à venir.

   Une fois inauguré le 26 février 2008, le tunnel sera un filet de sécurité pour des établissements vulnérables qui, lorsqu'ils disparaissent, emportent avec eux un patrimoine génétique unique.

   "Nul besoin qu'un astéroïde s'écrase sur Terre (...) pour que la biodiversité soit mise en danger. Des défaillances techniques, une mauvaise gestion, un typhon: tout cela contribue" à cette précarité, souligne M. Fowler.

   Déjà, une partie de cette diversité "s'est éteinte comme le tyrannosaure", ajoute-t-il, évoquant la destruction de banques génétiques en Irak et en Afghanistan à cause de la guerre et aux Philippines à cause d'un ouragan.

   Protégé par des murs en béton armé, une porte blindée, un système de détection de présence et... les ours polaires qui vivent sous ces latitudes extrêmes, la "chambre forte du Jugement dernier" --autre surnom de la banque gènes du Svalbard-- est à une altitude suffisamment élevée pour échapper à la montée prévisible des océans.

   Ses graines de blé, maïs, avoine et autres cultures agricoles seront stockées à la température constante de -18° C. Dans ces conditions optimales, la semence de sorgho, par exemple, peut être conservée plus de 19.000 ans.

   En cas de défaillance du système de refroidissement, la température du site demeurera inférieure à -3,5° C grâce au permafrost.

   L'archipel norvégien, politiquement stable et éloigné des zones d'activité sismique, a été retenu pour son emplacement, "loin des catastrophes naturelles, des conflits, des guerres civiles et de toute cette folie qui a cours dans le monde aujourd'hui", résume M. Fowler.

   Les échantillons, qui resteront la propriété de leur pays d'origine, seront acheminés dans de petits sachets hermétiques imperforables avec l'aide financière de la Fondation Bill Gates et du gouvernement norvégien.
   Le milliardaire américain et Oslo ont consacré près de 40 millions de dollars au projet du FFMDC, une organisation parrainée par le Programme alimentaire mondial (PAM) et financée par des fonds publics et privés.

   "Nous essayons de capturer la diversité non pas entre espèces mais au sein des espèces", reprend M. Fowler. "Si l'on n'a pas une diversité génétique suffisante au sein d'une espèce, celle-ci risque de disparaître".

   Il existe environ 120.000 types de riz dans le monde, certains pouvant pousser sous 6 mètres d'eau quand d'autres s'épanouissent dans des conditions semi-arides. "Deux variétés peuvent présenter autant de différences que celles existant entre un teckel et un dogue allemand", explique le directeur du FFMDC.

   Cette diversité génétique, qui facilite le choix de la bonne espèce au bon moment au bon endroit, pourrait ainsi être une des clés pour résoudre les principaux défis de la planète tels que le changement climatique, la raréfaction de l'eau ou les économies d'énergie.
DPA: Economic woes take toll on environment in Zimbabwe 

August 30, 2007

Harare/Johannesburg - Zimbabwe, which is in the grip of worsening power shortages, is destroying up to 400 000 hectares of forest each year, official media reported Thursday.

The electricity cuts and a lack of tight surveillance by the authorities has seen tree-felling increase by up to 100 percent in the last two years, the state-controlled Herald newspaper said.

Zimbabwe is suffering from chronic power shortages, with suburbs in most towns and cities going for up to 15 hours a day without electricity.

Two years ago the country was losing between 150 000 and 200 000 hectares of woodland each year, but the figure has since doubled, the Herald said.

"We are losing our forests at an appalling rate," Abednigo Marufu of the Forestry Commission of Zimbabwe said.

"People are going into the rural areas, protected areas and those pieces of land that are still to be allocated under the land redistribution exercise," Marufu said.

He said the deforestation had worsened since extended power cuts were introduced earlier this year to save energy. Many city dwellers now have to cook on open fires, and firewood sales are brisk.

In May, Zimbabwe was controversially elected to the chair of the UN's Commission on Sustainable Development.

The move came despite the increase in poaching and environmental destruction since President Robert Mugabe's government began seizing white-owned land seven years ago for redistribution to new black farmers.

An editorial in the Herald Thursday said Zimbabwe's power shortages should be declared a national disaster.

Three fertiliser firms were this week reported to have closed down due to power shortages, threatening future crop yields in the country, which is already facing massive shortfalls of food.

Experts have also predicted this year's wheat harvest is likely to be the worst in seven years due to erratic power supplies that disrupted irrigation and damaged pumps. - Sapa-dpa
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UNEP or UN in the news

Sydney Morning Herald : Energy efficiency way to aid climate: UN

August 29, 2007 - 9:39AM- Energy efficiency for power plants, cars or homes is the easiest way to slow global warming in a long-term investment shift that will cost hundreds of billions of dollars, the United Nations said.

A UN report about climate investments, outlined to a meeting in Vienna of 1,000 delegates from 158 nations, also said emissions of greenhouse gases could be curbed more cheaply in developing nations than in rich states in coming decades.

The cash needed to return rising emissions, mainly from burning fossil fuels, to current levels by 2030 would amount to 0.3 to 0.5 per cent of projected gross domestic product (GDP), or 1.1 to 1.7 per cent of global investment flows, in 2030, it said.

"Energy efficiency is the most promising means to reduce greenhouse gases in the short term," said Yvo de Boer, the head of the UN Climate Change Secretariat, presenting the report to the August 27-31 meeting.

That could mean tougher standards for cars, factories, coal-fired power plants or buildings in using fossil fuels.

And government policies could encourage people to pick energy efficient lightbulbs, for instance, or discourage them from wasting energy by heating empty outdoor terraces.

The 216-page report was published online last week.

De Boer said the study could help guide governments, meeting in Austria to discuss a longer-term strategy against global warming beyond the UN's Kyoto Protocol. The protocol binds 35 rich nations to cap emissions of greenhouse gases by 2008-12.

The report estimates that "global additional investment and financial flows of $US200 billion-$US210 billion ($A242 billion-$A254 billion) will be necessary in 2030 to return greenhouse gas emissions to current levels", including measures for energy supply, forestry and transport.

The study foresees a shift to renewable energies such as solar and hydropower, and some nuclear power. Environmentalists say that the report lacks ambition and that emissions need to be below current levels by 2030.

The report also estimates that investments in helping nations adapt to the impact of climate change would run to tens of billions of dollars in 2030, such as treating more cases of malaria or building dykes to protect beaches from rising seas.

It said carbon markets would have to be "significantly expanded to address needs for additional investments and financial flows." Companies are now responsible for about 60 per cent of global investments.

Harlan Watson, the chief US climate negotiator, said it was unclear how governments could mobilise such vast investments by the private sector. "That's a key question," he said.

The report fills in some gaps in a wider picture given by previous studies such as one by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern saying it would be cheaper to confront climate change now than wait to combat the consequences.

UN reports this year have also projected that warming will bring more heatwaves, droughts, disease and rising seas.

De Boer said investments to developing nations should rise.

"The bulk of cost-effective opportunities are in developing countries," he said, adding that did not mean that rich nations should seek only to invest abroad rather than at home.

"More than half the energy investment needed is in developing countries," he said. China is opening coal-fired power plants at a rate of two per week to feed its growing economy and cleaner technology would help the climate.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/World/Energy-efficiency-way-to-aid-climate-UN/2007/08/29/1188067146994.html# 
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The Age : Antarctic ozone hole appearing early: UN

August 29, 2007 -   A hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica has appeared earlier than usual in 2007, the United Nations weather agency has said.

The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) said it would not be clear for several weeks whether the ozone hole, which is expected to continue growing until early October, would be larger than its record size in 2006.

"It is still too early to give a definitive statement about the development of this year's ozone hole and the degree of ozone loss that will occur. This will, to a large extent, depend on the meteorological conditions," the Geneva-based agency said.

The ozone layer shields the earth from damaging ultra-violet rays that can cause skin cancer.

While use of ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) has waned, the WMO said large amounts of chlorine and bromine remain in the atmosphere and would likely keep causing holes in the protective layer for years to come.

"Although ozone-depleting substances are now declining slowly, there is no sign that the Antarctic ozone hole is getting smaller," it said in a report.

The WMO and the UN Environment Program have said the ozone layer would likely return to pre-1980 levels by 2049 over much of Europe, North America, Asia, Australasia, Latin America and Africa. But in Antarctica, the agencies said, ozone layer recovery would likely be delayed until 2065.

Geir Braathen, a senior scientific officer with the WMO's atmospheric research and environment program, said the ozone hole may reach the southern tip of South America in 2007.

http://www.theage.com.au/news/World/Antarctic-ozone-hole-appearing-early-UN/2007/08/29/1188067143554.html 
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Scoop : UN Honours Environmental Pioneers

Wednesday, 29 August 2007, Press Release: United Nations  

UN honours environmental pioneers from Brazil, South Africa and Zimbabwe

Ground-breaking research on measuring the environmental impacts of sugar production in South Africa and newsprint paper production in Zimbabwe, as well as assessing impacts on biodiversity in Brazil, were among those recognized today by a new award from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Initiated with the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC), the "UNEP/SETAC Life Cycle Award" recognizes work from academics and private companies in developing and emerging economies that have begun visionary and innovative projects based on the "life-cycle approach," which concerns the impacts on the environment of a product's production, use and disposal. 

"The growing attention to life-cycle issues is a natural outcome of decades of UNEP work on cleaner production and eco-efficient industrial systems," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. 

This year's winners include Kevin Harding and the Department of Chemical Engineering at the University of Cape Town for their assessment of sugar production in South Africa; Charles Mbohwa and his team from the Mechanical Engineering Department in the University of Zimbabwe for their earlier research on the life cycle of newsprint paper; and Danielle Maia de Souza and the Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina for their work on adapting life-cycle approaches to measure the impacts of unsustainable practices on Brazil's biodiversity. 

Three other projects on waste in Taiwan, chocolate production in Ghana and the creation of a "Brazilian Centre of Excellence on Life-Cycle Thinking" were recognized as runner-ups. 

"As pressure on the environment grows through mostly unsustainable production and consumption patterns worldwide, there is an urgent need to encourage life-cycle thinking in developing and emerging economies," said Arab Hoballah, Chief of the Sustainable Consumption and Production Branch in UNEP's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, speaking at the awards ceremony in Zurich, Switzerland. 

During the ceremony, a new publication entitled "Life-Cycle Management: A Business Guide to Sustainability" was also launched by UNEP. In it, companies such as Airbus, Nokia and Ford explain how it is possible to expand their business while minimising the environmental and social burdens along their entire product life cycles. 

Today's ceremony was held back-to-back with this year's UNEP/SETAC Life-Cycle Management Conference. ENDS

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0708/S00654.htm 
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Philippine Information Agency : DENR launches greening program in North Cotabato

by MC Locsin 

Kidapawan City (28 August) -- Officials and representatives of government offices, the academe, the media, and the military including the civil society trooped to the highest peak of the country here in this upland village last Monday (August 20, 2007) and joined forces in a tree planting activity notwithstanding differences in ideologies and persuasions. 

Some 5,500 seedlings of indigenous species were planted in Mt. Apo Natural Park by students, employees (government and private) side by side with soldiers, policemen, and members of Muslim and indigenous people's groups. Species planted were tinikaran (Leptospermum flavescens), Philippine cedar, almaciga (Agathis philippinensis Warb.) and agoho (Casuarina equisitifolia). 

The greening activity which was conducted in two sites within the said protected area was part of the launching of the Trees for Life Project of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) under the President's Green Philippines Program. 

Under the project, the DENR commits to produce and plant some 2.5 million seedlings of forest and fruit tree species in partnership with various partners and adopters in Region XII. 

DENR Undersecretary for Social Mobilization and Special Projects Teresita Samson-Castillo graced the project launch at the 701-hectare reservation of the Philippine National Oil Company's Mindanao Geothermal Production Field. Samson-Castillo rallied some 600 planters to share in the nationwide goal of planting 20 million seedlings between July and December this year. 

"We are prioritizing protected areas because they are environ-mentally the most sensitive and ecologically the most crucial. We have around 240 protected areas nationwide and we are focusing on terrestrial protected areas this month," Samson-Castillo declared. Next month, we move on to our marine reserves whose coastal margins also need to recover their [vegetation] of mangrove forests." USec Castillo added. 

DENR Region XII Executive Director Jim O. Sampulna expressed his heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all the participants from the local government units led by Cotabato Provincial Governor Jesus N. Sacdalan. 

Sampulna was equally thankful to the leadership of the Philippine National Police and the Armed Forces of the Philippines who had the most number of delegates. 

"Pagbalik po natin sa ating mga lugar, magtanim din po tayo nang sa ganoon ay makatulong tayo sa pag-arrest ng global warming kahit sa maliit nating pamamaraan," Sampulna said. (When we return to our respective places, let us continue to plant so that we could help arrest global warming in our own little way.) 

Also represented during the activity was the Moro National Liberation Front led by Chairman Datu Dima Ambel, Al Haj of the Sebangan Kutawato Revolutionary Committee. 

The Trees for Life: 20 Million Seedlings for Planting is in support of the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Under the worldwide tree planting campaign people, communities, business and industry, civil society organizations and governments are encouraged to enter tree planting pledges online with the objective of planting at least one billion trees worldwide in 2007. (DENR XII/PIA SarGen

http://www.pia.gov.ph/?m=12&fi=p070828.htm&no=12 

……………………………..

China Internet Information Center : Youths Help Fight Against Climate Change  

Five Chinese youths with outstanding records in environmental protection are attending a four-day meeting in Leverkusen, Germany, to exchange views and experiences with their counterparts from 85 countries.

The TUNZA International Youth Conference organized by UNEP and Germany-based Bayer AG has attracted 180 participants aged between 15 and 24. The youths will exchange ideas on "Technology in Service of the Environment".

TUNZA means "to treat with care or affection" in Kiswahili, a sub-regional language of Eastern Africa.

During their stay in Germany, the youths will get the chance to know more about renewable energy facilities, grassroots actions to fight climate change, rapeseed oil mills and local urban refuse treatment plants.

Wang Fengzhu, one of five Chinese youths and a sophomore from Huazhong Agricultural University, said: "Through the meetings, I hope I can establish my activity network for environmental protection with youths of other countries, who can provide me with varied ideas from their backgrounds."

"It is also a good chance for Chinese youths to get to know German advanced technologies in environmental protection. That will broaden our horizon," she said.

Wang is a member of her university's green group and a wetlands envoy with World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) in China.

At the conference's opening ceremony on Monday, German Environmental Minister Sigma Gabriel said: "The world's environmental issues cannot be addressed without China's cooperation."

Gabriel expects to enhance the cooperation with China to improve the environment across the world.

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said: "I hope the 180 young people will return to their communities and nations becoming beacons of activities and motivators for many others to play a part in meeting environmental challenges."

He expects the Chinese students to be especially solution-oriented in tackling environmental problems during interaction with delegates from other countries.

A new three-year cooperation contract between UNEP and Bayer AG to continue strengthening environmental awareness among the youth was singed at the opening ceremony. As part of the agreement, Bayer will support UNEP with its programs and a yearly fund of 1.2 million euros. (China Daily August 28, 

2007)

http://www.china.org.cn/english/environment/222299.htm 
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Asia News Network : Big quiz win for Filipino students 

By Pongphon Sarnsamak, The Nation, Publication Date: 22-08-2007  

Lawrence Medina and Paulo Manzanilla, fourth-year students at Philippine Science High School, received US$1,500 as a grant to initiate an environmental project in school and will attend celebrations of the 20th anniversary of the Montreal Protocol in Canada next month. 

"I was very surprised to be the winner because most of the questions were unexpected, even though we did prepare ourselves very well," said Paulo. 

He said the competition had provided him with knowledge about the ozone layer and its importance in protecting the environment. 

The pair will disseminate this information to their school and society to raise more awareness about environmental problems, particularly air pollution in Manila 

A team from Sri Lanka was second in the competition, with Thailand and Malaysia taking the third and fourth places. 

Apinut Wongkietkachorn and Ajaree Sattaratnamai, of Triam Udomsuksa School, represented Thailand. 

Apinut said it was a good chance for Thai students to share knowledge with students from other countries. "I did not feel that other students were rivals because we were aiming to help each other," he said.

The Regional Ozone Quiz Competition was organised by United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) in cooperation with Bangkok's Ruamrudee International School, where the semi-finals and final were held. 

Most questions tested scientific and historical knowledge of the Montreal Protocol. 

Thanavat Junchaya, regional network coordinator for UNEP, said the competition aimed to make students more aware about environmental problems in this region and around the world. 

http://www.asianewsnet.net/news.php?aid=11795 

General Environment News

Asia News Network : On A Bear Mission 

By Alex Kaeslin in HO CHi MINH, Publication Date : 2007-08-24  

A Vietnamese saying goes, “We can eat anything with four feet except the table, anything in the ocean except submarines and anything in the sky except planes.”

For the last 14 months I have been travelling through Asia at a slow pace to get in touch with its people, environment and culture. I am from Switzerland, where I was able to attend school for many years for free and learn four languages, so on this journey my mission is to give something back.

In Indonesia, I followed the labourers in a sulphur mine on Mount Ijen in Eastern Java, Malaysia’s Taman Negara got my attention for its stunning wildlife and in Thailand I did a documentary about a place called Elephants and Friends where they look after suffering animals. 

In Myanmar, I documented the lives of monks, then in Siam Reap, Cambodia, I heard the sad testimonies of landmine victims. Now, I am in Viet Nam, where illegal animal trade is common and needs to be addressed until public awareness has prompted action.

I set out to do some research in HCM City with my guide Mr Nam (his name has been changed) and his driver as my companions. My goal was to find places (restaurants, bars, industrial areas) where animal products were sold or animals were suffering in cages. We had been given the address of a zoo project in a notorious province outside of HCM City, where I hoped to find out more about the precious bear bile that brings pleasure to the dealer and pain to the animal.

We arrived at a construction site that soon will be turned into a US$200 million zoo and family entertainment park. We made our way into the main office and administration centre, where I told the general manager that I was a big investor from overseas with many rich clients interested in bear bile. 

With sparks in his eyes, the manager suddenly became very helpful and showed us around the gigantic, half-complete complex. A white tiger and two rhinos were already housed while workers finished cages and compounds next door. The manager assured me that they would have 20 or so bears when the place opens in December so that we could do some ‘side business’ with bile.

I wanted to take photographs but I had the permanent company of a staff member who did not want me to do so at all. I didn’t want to put my driver and guide in danger, so we left the place, but I planned to go back with some serious backup.

After 10 minutes on the road, we had lunch at a resort with lovely staff, atmosphere and food, as well as many tropical animals in cages. There were many kinds of snakes, three gibbons (even a rare white one) and bears they use for special occasions like banquets, when they sell the bears’ bile for good money, perhaps not knowing that they are illegally harming a beautiful animal.

Two days later, I returned with a friend and a four-man security team. I wanted to take more photographs and provoke the karaoke bar people to see how far they would go. They recognised me, and whenever I took my camera out, they blocked my lens, pulled on my shirt or tried to push me away. Luckily I had my buddies to back me up. 

Back in the city, we stopped in Chinatown, where one chemist wrote down the ingredients I needed for “good, long sex”, which included tiger penis. He gave me the number of his friend who could arrange for me to get everything I needed, and in fact any tropical animal at all, within 24 hours — for the right price.

A recent survey by the World Wide Fund For Nature (WWF) and the wildlife trade monitoring network (Traffic), found that nearly half of Ha Noi’s residents had personally used wildlife products, a trend the groups plan to tackle with a public awareness campaign. 

In HCM City, a survey of 1,600 restaurants by the group Wild Animal Rescue found 15 wild species on the menus, among them deer, snake and turtle.

With virgin rainforests now reduced to patchwork, fewer than 100 tigers, 100 elephants and 10 rhinos are believed to live the wild in Viet Nam, and more tigers here live in captivity than in the wild. Viet Nam banned hunting without a permit in 1975 and has signed several treaties, including the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, yet as long as demand grows, the illegal trade will continue to threaten the biological heritage of Viet Nam and the rest of Southeast Asia. 

If my story isn’t enough to convince you, go to these places yourself—they’re often just outside of well-known tourist areas.

http://www.asianewsnet.net/epaper.php 
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China View : China to ban tobacco promotion by 2011  

    BEIJING, Aug. 29 -- China, the world's largest tobacco producer and consumer, will ban all forms of tobacco promotion by January 2011. 

    A ban on tobacco advertising has been in place since 1996, but firms have managed to sidestep the rules and promote their brands in other more subtle ways such as sponsoring sporting events, or using their logos without mentioning "cigarettes" on television, radio and in newspapers and magazines. 

    Xu Guihua, vice-president of China Tobacco Control Association, made the landmark announcement on Monday at a seminar in Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong Province. She said the country is committed to fulfill its obligations to the World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

    China formally became a member of the convention last January. 

    Xu said the nation lags behind other countries in efforts to control the use of tobacco, and the biggest problem is the lack of national regulations banning smoking in public areas. 

    To date, fewer than half the cities have framed rules on smoking bans in some public spaces. Efforts to ban smoking in other areas such as karaoke parlors and restaurants have been stifled by unwilling owners and managers who fear a loss of business. 

    Figures from the Ministry of Health show that China has an estimated 350 million smokers, almost a third of the world's 1.1 billion smokers. 

    Cigarette makers spent more than 1.6 billion yuan (212 million U.S. dollars) to promote their brands last year, according to China Youth Daily. 

    In 2005 the government collected 240 billion yuan (31.7 billion dollars) in tobacco taxes. 

    According to the WHO convention, tobacco products must carry prominent health warnings on the packaging. 

    This measure needs to be implemented within three years from when China signed the convention. 

    Within five years, China must fulfill it commitment to comprehensively ban all forms of tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship. 

    Last year, authorities found there were 231 instances of tobacco promotion considered illegal. The violators were fined a mere total of 1.23 million yuan (162,780 dollars). 

    A senior official from China's State Tobacco Monopoly, who did not want to be named, said the administration was "actively taking measures" to fulfill its obligations to the convention. 

    Regulations to further control tobacco promotion on the Internet were expected shortly, he said. 

    Despite a willingness to cooperate, the official said tobacco producers were lawful enterprises, and it was not fair to "butcher the industry." 

    "There is market demand for tobacco, people can choose if they smoke or not," he told China Daily. 

    He said tobacco firms are using scientific and technological improvements in tobacco products to "lower" the harmful effects of smoking. 

    However the WHO has long argued there is no way to make smoking healthier. 

    Yang Yan, a researcher with Chinese Center for Disease Prevention and Control, said 12 percent of deaths in China are caused by tobacco related illnesses, and by 2025, that figure will climb to 33 percent. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-08/29/content_6622491.htm 
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Daily Times : WWF invites nominations for 2008 awards

Staff Report

LAHORE: Director of Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) Hammad Naki Khan said on Tuesday that factories should get enlisted in Pakistan Environmental Reporting Awards (PERA) that would be held in April 2008. 

He addressed an information session on submitting reports for the awards, organised by Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) and Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF). 

Hammad said WWF was functional in more than 130 countries to preserve nature and water habitats, and had joined hands with ACCA to protect Pakistan’s environment by encouraging industries through PERA. He said unfortunately the government’s policies including the Environment Protection Act 1997 could not be implemented the way it was meant to even though it was needed. 

ACCA’s head of Education and Policy Development Dr Afra Sajjad said PERA had been established to spot out organisations that reported their actions’ environmental and social impacts. She said PERA started in 2001 and had grown tremendously because it was the Ministry of Environment and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) were endorsing it. 

The awards had provided motivation to Pakistan’s corporate sector to report their environmental, social and sustainable activities in a formal manner and be acknowledged for their achievements. She said the aim of the awards was to identify and reward innovative attempts to communicate corporate performance and to reward transparency in environmental, social and sustainability reporting. 

She said ACCA and WWF had invited applications for 2007 awards in various categories and the deadline for submitting reports was December 31, 2007. 

Participants were informed what the best sustainability report was like and also about the judging criteria for a complete, credible and informative report.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007\08\29\story_29-8-2007_pg7_42 
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People’s Daily Online : China makes four-point proposal to APEC summit 

August 29, 2007 - China hopes to see progress on such topics as climate change and clean development, integration of regional economy, multilateral trade and APEC reform at the impending APEC summit, said an senior official with Chinese Foreign Ministry.

The proposal was raised by Chinese assistant foreign minister Cui Tiankai at a press conference here Tuesday afternoon.

From Sept. 3 to 9, Chinese President Hu Jintao will pay a state visit to Australia and attend the summit meeting due to be held in Sydney on September 8-9.

"China will make concerted efforts with concerned parties to achieve the objectives", Cui said.

According to Cui, discussion on the climate change would top the summit agenda and the host will arrange a discussion on a possible Sydney Declaration on the climate change issue.

"We support discussion and final adoption of such a declaration", Cui said, stressing that the adoption of the declaration would demonstrate the determination and positive attitude of the APEC members to address the challenge and raise public awareness in an aim to boost the regional and international cooperation on the issue.

"As an economic cooperation forum, the APEC should play a larger role to tackle the challenge posed by the climate change", Cui added.

The declaration should also send a clear political message, reiterate the principles in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol, support the international negotiation process and promote the pragmatic cooperation on the issue , Cui said.

Cui also said in a reply to a reporter's question that China was considering to propose to establish a forestry recovery and sustainable development network in the Asia-Pacific region.

"Forestry could be a lot of help to tackle the challenge of climate change", Cui told reporters, saying that China is willing to share its experience on the forestry recovery and sustainable management.

APEC is the the premier forum for facilitating economic growth, cooperation, trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.

Since APEC's birth in 1989, it has grown to encompass 21 members spanning four continents, and represents about 40 percent of the world's population, 56 percent of global GDP and 48 percent of world trade.

APEC members include Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, China's Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States and Vietnam.

Leaders of 21 APEC member economies last convened in Hanoi, capital of Vietnam, in 2005. The two-day meeting yielded a Hanoi Declaration covering issues including advancing free trade and investment, enhancing human security, and building stronger societies and a more dynamic and harmonious community. 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/6249922.html 
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People’s Daily Online : Energy, mineral deals to be inked with Australia 

August 29, 2007 - China and Australia will sign energy and mineral deals when President Hu Jintao makes a State visit to the country next week, foreign ministry officials said yesterday.

Assistant Foreign Minister He Yafei did not provide details of the agreements, saying negotiations are still going, but agencies reported that one of the deals could be a long-term contract for Australia to provide liquefied natural gas for a terminal under construction in eastern China.

Hu will also witness the signing of other cooperative accords in the fields of trade, justice and technology after meeting with Australian Prime Minister John Howard, He said.

When attending the two-day Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum in Sydney, Hu will propose an initiative on sustainable management of forests in a bid to bring into full play the role of forests in tackling climate change, Assistant Foreign Minister Cui Tiankai said.

Cui said China is ready to share information and cooperate with other APEC member economies on the sustainable development of forests.

The week-long visit, starting from Monday, is divided between a State visit to Australia and attendance at the 15th economic leaders' informal meeting of APEC.

Hu will visit Perth, Canberra and Sydney.

This is Hu's second visit to Australia since 2003 and shows the importance China attaches to the healthy development of partnerships in the 21st century, He said.

Hu is also scheduled to hold talks with Australian Governor-General Michael Jeffery, President of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives and Kevin Rudd, leader of the federal Australian Labor Party and leader of the Opposition in the Australian Parliament.

He will also meet with leaders from the United States, Japan and other APEC member economies on the sidelines of the APEC summit.

Speaking highly of the growing economic links between China and Australia, He said two-way trade was about $33 billion last year and was $16 billion in the first five months of this year.

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/6250199.html 
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Thanh Nien News : Dengue set for move north, experts warn 

With northern Vietnam all set for its peak rainy season, it is the time of the year when dengue fever spreads there after ravaging the south, experts are warning.  

The south has reported 44,572 cases so far with 44 fatalities.

Most cases are in Mekong Delta provinces like Tien Giang, Dong Thap, Kien Giang An Giang, and Soc Trang, where sticky weather and people’s practice of storing water in large containers prove conducive to the breeding of mosquitoes which spread the disease. 

The Ministry of Health reported 52,017 cases in the country as a whole, a 49 percent jump compared to last year’s same period.

Last year, over 77,800 people contracted the disease, 68 fatally. The southern region accounted for 84 percent of the infections and 91 percent of the deaths

http://www.thanhniennews.com/healthy/?catid=8&newsid=31458 
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Reuters : Pesticide Shower Poisons Beijing Palace Fish 

CHINA: August 29, 2007 -BEIJING - Strong pesticides sprayed on trees killed around 1,000 fish at a former imperial palace in Beijing, after a sudden downpour washed the chemicals into a stream, the official Xinhua agency said on Tuesday. 

"The strength of the pesticide was rather high and the shallow water in the brook failed to dilute the poison content," Xinhua quoted Zong Tianliang, spokesman for the Yuan Ming Yuan Park, as saying. 

The city, which next year will host tens of thousands of foreigners during the Olympic Games next summer, regularly sprays trees with pesticides, but it was not clear if the ones used at the park were employed across Beijing. 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43992/story.htm 

...............................................

Waikato Times : China puts summer flood death toll at 1138 

Reuters | Wednesday, 29 August 2007

Stronger relief efforts helped limit damage and loss of life from droughts and flooding in China this summer, but floods still killed more than 1100 people, officials said. 

Torrential rain has inundated large swathes of China's east, south and southwest since June despite a smaller number of typhoons and tropical storms so far this year, while a prolonged heat wave and drought have afflicted several eastern provinces. 

"The climate has been abnormal and has caused serious flooding and drought in our country this year," Vice Minister of Water Resources E Jingping told a news conference. 

The flood death toll of 1138, last updated on Monday, was down about 50 per cent from the average for the same period of previous years, E said. 

Improved early warning and evacuation, stronger dykes and timely flood water diversion had reduced human losses and damage to property, Minister of Water Resources Chen Lei said. 

But 310 million Chinese, mostly peasants in the vast and vulnerable countryside where harvests and houses were destroyed, have been affected by natural disasters so far this year. 

The Huai River, China's third longest, suffered its worst flood since 1954 in July, displacing hundreds of thousands of wheat farmers for nearly a month. 

The cities of Chongqing in the southwest and Jinan in the north were also hit by the most intensive downpours in history, causing dozens of deaths in street flooding and prompting Chinese media to question the government's response. 

The flood season was not over yet and still posed a grave threat, while 37,000 of China's 85,000 dams had "ailments and dangers", Chen warned. 

"The bulk of the ageing dams were built between the 1950s and 1970s, with the problems of inherent design defects and poor maintainence. The danger is outstanding," Chen said. 

Separately, landslides, floods and lightning killed 17 people in the south-western province of Sichuan in the past few days, Xinhua news agency said. 

The Ministry of Civil Affairs has allocated 165 million yuan to five southern and eastern provinces to help the flood-hit residents, Xinhua said. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/waikatotimes/4181862a6413.html 

...........................................

ANTARA : Indonesian peatlands seen playing key climate role

Yogyakarta (ANTARA News) - To the average person, they are just ordinary swamps or bogs.

But peatlands across the world are more than just simple marsh land: they are one of the largest carbon stores on earth and play a significant role in the regulation of greenhouse gas emissions and global climate change.

Not for long, perhaps.

In recent years, experts say peat bogs have been stoking global warming through increasing greenhouse gas emissions because of massive deforestation and conversion into agricultural land and palm oil plantations, especially in Southeast Asia which accounts for a huge chunk of the world's marshes.

"When you clear land, the easiest way is by burning. But that emits sequestered carbon into the atmosphere," Bostang Radjagukguk, an Indonesian peat expert, told Reuters at a conference on peatlands in the historic city of Yogyakarta.

"In Indonesia, some 5 percent of 20 million hectares (49 million acres) of peatland has already been converted into agricultural land."

Carbon stores 

Peat is created by dead plant matter compressed over time in wet conditions preventing decay. Peat can hold about 30 times as much carbon as in forests above ground.

The world's peatlands -- a rich and fragile ecosystem formed over thousands of years -- are estimated to contain 2 trillion tonnes of sequestered carbon.

When drained, peat starts to decompose on contact with air and carbon is released, often aggravated by fires that can rage for months and add to a choking smog or haze that is an annual health menace to millions of people in the region.

Dutch research institute Wetlands International estimates peatlands in Southeast Asia store at least 42 billion tonnes of soil carbon or peat carbon.

Wetlands senior programme manager Marcel Silvius estimates about 13 million of 27.1 million hectares of Southeast Asia peatlands have been drained causing severe peat soil degradation.

Although degraded peatlands in Southeast Asia cover less than 0.1 percent of the global land surface, they are responsible for about 2 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide a year, or close to 8 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions.

"By 2025, peatland emissions will decrease because easily degradable peatlands would have disappeared altogether," Silvius told Reuters. "In Indonesia alone, 3 million hectares of shallow peatland have already disappeared."

As concerns about global warming increase, environmentalists say the problem is more acute in Indonesia where emissions from peat, when drained or burnt, account for

some 85 percent of total emissions from Southeast Asia.

Indonesia is home to 60 percent of the world's threatened peatlands, but its marshes are being destroyed at an unprecedented pace because of massive conversion into pulp wood and palm oil plantations to feed global demand for biofuel.

"Palm oil production on peatlands requires drainage, leading to substantial emissions of carbon dioxide. This renders it unsuitable as a biofuel, as biofuels should by international standards at least be carbon neutral," said Silvius.

Mega rice project

Indonesia has also lost a huge chunk of peat under a project to convert about 1 million hectares of peat swamp forests into rice fields in the mid 90s, dubbed the Mega Rice Project.

The project deforested and drained massive amounts of peatland in Central Kalimantan, only to find the acidic soil underneath was unsuitable for rice farming.

Today, it's a giant wasteland, a spread of dry black peat releasing enormous amounts of carbon dioxide into the air. The highly combustible material lights up in the dry season, choking the area in thick haze for a couple of months a year.

"It releases carbon-dioxide, methane and a cocktail of other gases, some of them toxic," Professor Jack Rieley, a peat expert at the University of Nottingham, told Reuters.

Now, as the world battles global warming, Indonesia's peatlands are being seen as a hot investment ticket, as keeping its vast peatlands intact could be a huge opportunity for companies seeking to trade off business-related carbon emissions for emissions reductions achieved elsewhere.

Indonesia is pushing to make emission cuts from preserving peatlands eligible for trade in a new deal on fighting global warming at U.N.-led climate talks in Bali in December. (*)

http://www.antara.co.id/en/arc/2007/8/28/indonesian-peatlands-seen-playing-key-climate-role/ 
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Malaya : Johnson & Johnson plant trees at La Mesa

As part of Johnson & Johnson’s employee volunteerism program called Project G.I.V.E., employees of the company’s three affiliates in the Philippines – Johnson & Johnson (Philippines) inc., Johnson & Johnson Medical Philippines, and Janssen Pharmaceutica – recently held a tree-planting activity at the La Mesa Watershed in ollaboration with ABS-CBN’s Bantay Kalikasan.

"These days, we rarely spend time outdoors, but today we were able to enjoy the forest ambiance and the company of our colleagues, as we worked together in caring for the environment," said Homer Nuqui, finance director, Johnson & Johnson Philippines.

"In Johnson & Johnson, our Credo inspires us to put the well-being of our customers above all things. And part of ensuring the safety and protection of people’s health is taking care of our resources and surroundings," Nuqui pointed out.

Project G.I.V.E. which stands for Growth and Inspiration through Volunteerism Experiences, is a program seeking to empower the employees to embrace volunteerism as a way of life. Having the spirit of volunteerism guides them in living out the Johnson & Johnson company credo and making a difference in the lives of underprivileged communities.

Before heading off to the forest areas, the group was briefed by Valerio Mendoza, Bantay Kalikasan’s Watershed Management Specialist. Mendoza demonstrated the proper way of handling and planting the seedlings and also presented a brief history of the Watershed, which was undergone rehabilitation and has since developed into a scenic forest.

"It is important for us to take care of the water supply and environment here because life depends on water. We are grateful for the contribution of companies like Johnson & Johnson and its employees, who have given us their time to help us care for the trees here," said Mendoza.

He further congratulated the company for encouraging their family to join the endeavor. "We welcome businesses, schools, and different organizations here because we want people to be aware of the significance of nurturing nature. By bringing along your family and children, you are instilling awareness in them, even at a young age."

With spades in hand, the participants hiked through the forest to get to the tree planting site, where they split into three groups. 200 seedlings were added to the growing forest by the Johnson & Johnson employee volunteers and the day was culminated with a trip to the water reservoir.

"With volunteer activities like this, we, the employees, are able to contribute to the preservation of our environment, and see how we are making an impact in our own way. At the same time, we are also spending time with each other and cultivating friendships outside the workplace," said Luchi Maruhom, Project G.I.V.E. coordinator.

http://www.malaya.com.ph/aug29/envi5.htm 
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Nigeria: Govt Orders Demolition of Illegal Structures On Canals

This Day (Lagos): Lagos State Government has ordered the demolition of all illegal structures on all its drainage paths and canals to ensure free flow of water and curtail flooding in the metropolis. Dr. Muiz Banire, the State Commissioner for the Environment at the week end gave this directive after the State Monthly Environmental Sanitation in Bariga Council Development Area of the State. The Commissioner while expressing concerns over flooding problem facing the people of the area ordered immediate demolition of all illegal structures on drainage at St. Finbarr's College Road, Emily Akinola street, Afolabi Brown and funmilayo Onaronke streets building structures on water path without any approval, leading to constant flooding in the area. While at Jibowu, The commissioner and his team observed that the Luxurious Bus Operators apart from not regularly observing the sanitation exercise, also have no toilet facility for the passengers, while they refused to register with any accredited PSP operator to manage their waste. Condemning this attitude, the Commissioner summoned all the Luxurious Bus operators to a meeting in his office while he ordered arrest of some passengers defecating on roads because of the inability of the operators to provide conveniences. Similarly, Dr Banire read riot acts to all categories of street traders, stressing that the time is up to enforce the State Environmental Sanitation Laws and any culprit found trading on roads, will be dealt with accordingly. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708290231.html
South Africa: Northern Cape Gets SA's 9th Botanical Garden

BuaNews (Tshwane): South Africa's ninth national botanical garden has been officially unveiled in the Northern Cape, by Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk. The new Nieuwoudtville National Botanical Garden will be opened to the public in January 2008. It will serve as a centre for biodiversity research in the Succulent Karoo region and Bokkeveld Plateau. "The new national botanical garden in Nieuwoudtville will provide an important conservation area which will be used by SANBI to promote nature-based tourism, the conservation of the area's unique biodiversity, environmental education opportunities and long term ecological research in this botanical hotspot of global significance," the Minister van Schalkwyk said. SANBI, the South African National Biodiversity Institute, aims to promote the sustainable use, conservation, appreciation and enjoyment of the exceptionally rich biodiversity of South Africa, for the benefit of all people. The new garden, located on the farm Glenlyon, comprises over 6 300 hectares of land on the Bokkeveld Plateau, which is world renowned for its incredible diversity of bulbous plants. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708290246.html


Liberia: Lew Exposes Environmental Dangers

The Analyst (Monrovia): A United States/Liberian-based environmental protection advocacy organization, Liberia Environmental Watch (LEW) has embarked on a week-long environmental sensitization campaign in Monrovia, with a call to government to design an acceptable framework that will ensure environmental decontamination in Liberia. The cleaning exercise commenced in the municipality of New Kru Town. On the first day of the day-long clearing exercise, an LEC oil pipe was discovered which according to environmental experts, poses threats to the survival of residents. Mr. Morris T. Koffa, Executive Director of LEW, has assured Liberians of LEW commitment to constructively engaging the appropriate agencies of government to create the necessary awareness through out the country. Mr. Koffa told the gathering that there was need for the government and other international environmental non-governmental organizations in Liberia to collaborate for the provision of needed education to the public on environmental issues to serve as guide. http://allafrica.com/stories/200708290339.html
Nigeria: Flood Displaces 3,000 People

This Day (Lagos): About 3, 000 people have become homeless at Dakingari Village, in Suru Local Government area of Kebbi State, following a heavy downpour which washed away over 300 houses. The displaced are presently accommodated at Dakingari Primary School by Suru Local Government. The heavy flood, which also carted away about 1, 500 animals was severe, because there was no drainage. The worst hit areas include Siya Fada, Siya Sabo Birnin, Siya Kokoni, Siya Bade and Kudunbako.Traditional ruler of Dakingari, Alhaji Aminu Abdullahi told the state acting governor, Alhaji Ibrahim Aliyu yesterday, that the Village had not experienced flood of such magnitude before.

He said a committee had been constituted to ascertain the level of damages so as to compensate those affected.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200708290730.html
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Wildflowers Find Favor With Highway Gardeners 

By Felicity Barringer 

The New York Times

NEWARK, Del. — For Americans on the move, a rest stop on the East Coast’s main thoroughfare, Interstate 95, seems an unlikely setting for a revolution. But to a growing number of horticulturalists, the vegetation stretching beyond the gas pumps toward the highway median might as well be marching behind a fife and drum.

Dark green switchgrass stands four feet tall. Asters, amonsia with tiny blue flowers, and flowering white thoroughwort nestle there, in place of a simple lawn. Down the road, the cloverleaf for I-95 and Route 896 is filled with golden Indiangrass; its gossamer flowers riffle as trucks whiz by. 

This is the meadow vista that stretched before the eye back when Delaware was a colony, and earlier. Now these regional plantings are increasingly favored by the country’s highway gardeners, who see themselves as heirs of an environmental Enlightenment. Their credo is, Get the mowers out of the 12 million acres of roadsides and median strips around the United States, and let the wildflowers and grasses grow. 

Roadsides, they say, are the national front porch. Why, then, should they look like an English formal garden or a Scottish golf course? Why shouldn’t they mimic the land as it was before highways? 

In part as a frugal move — not mowing can save states tens of thousands of dollars each year — at least a dozen states including Colorado, Delaware, Nebraska, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont and Washington, have increased their inventory of native plantings. 

In the words of a University of Delaware horticulturist, Susan S. Barton, an adviser to the state’s Department of Transportation, “We’re doing it so when you’re driving around Delaware you know you’re in Delaware, not in the tropics.”

But the movement, which began before World War II in the Midwest, well before Lady Bird Johnson’s beautification project in the 1960s, has more heart than muscle. Roadsides fulfill a variety of engineering functions. They must provide clear lines of sight and easy drainage. As for aesthetics, a Delaware poll showed that the public prizes neatness more than nativeness. 

And so the pushers of native plants must fight endless battles with their economic and aesthetic opponents: turf-grass vendors, lawn mower jockeys who make a living cutting 20-foot median swaths in the summer sun, or garden clubs that favor manicured beds of tulips, poppies and lilies over meadow grasses that can look downright blowsy. 

Jeanette Carey, who with her husband, George, runs a farm in southern Delaware, said the native grasses “just look awful.” 

Her husband, a state representative, said many neighbors complained after the median grasses grew tall. “There was nothing but weeds in the middle of the road,” Ms. Carey said. “It should look like a lawn, mowed.” 

Thomas Yoakum, an environmental manager with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, wants to give native grasses a chance. But some experiments, like the switchgrass planted near Bedford, Pa., on Route 30, left the impression of a botched hair transplant. 

Jon Johnson, a research support associate with the Roadside Vegetation Management Project of Pennsylvania State University, worries that because switchgrass is highly flammable during droughts a tossed cigarette butt could force a road to be closed. 

Other states have joined the native plant revolution, at least in theory. More than 5,000 species of wildflowers and grasses flourish along Texas roadsides. Nebraska has limited mowing on its rights of way, a practice that provided some wildlife habitat; in years of drought, native grasses can be harvested to provide hay for the cattle industry.

As Jane Lareau of the South Carolina Coastal Conservation League put it, "I would love people to see things that are native, not a stupid poppy or canna lily." 

But some states take more traditional tacks. North Carolina, for instance, plants acres of oxeye daisies every year, though they are considered a noxious weed in other states. Tennessee, a western neighbor, has oxeye daisies on its list of invasive plants and wants to be rid of them. 

“Oxeye daisies are the bane of my existence,” said Bonnie L. Harper-Lore, a restoration ecologist for the Federal Highway Administration who is based in Minnesota. 

Derek C. Smith, a roadside environmental engineer in North Carolina, happily pleads guilty to daisy-pushing. His state’s highway vegetation program, paid for in part by fees from vanity license plates, is a source of pride.

While native plants make up about one-third of the state’s inventory of roadside plants, compared with as little as 10 percent in the 1980s, Mr. Smith said, “our citizens like a lot of the nonnative plants, bright red poppies and the like.” 

If the advocates of native plant gain more traction, they can thank champions like Calvin Ernst, 66, a successful seed seller from Meadville, Pa. His shyness belies a canny eye for what will grow and what will sell, and a passion for taking the landscapes of his region near Lake Erie back to their roots, literally. 

Years ago, Mr. Ernst was a proponent of a creeping, bushy plant with small leaves called crownvetch, which is now a staple of Pennsylvania highways, particularly in the Alleghenies. Highway engineers prize its ability to grow fast and to thrive in poor soils and on steep hillsides. When the Interstate System was being built in the 1960s and 1970s, Mr. Ernst found himself selling crownvetch around the country, and making a tidy profit doing so.

That was then. Now crownvetch is a villain of native-plant proponents, seen as an invasive bully whose presence discourages the growth of native flowers. (Nonnative, or exotic plants, often have a biological edge over natives — perhaps they have fewer natural enemies.)

Ernst Conservation Seeds, where Mr. Ernst is the general partner, still sells crownvetch seeds to the state, but about three-quarters of its wares are now seeds for native plants, collected by hand from Appalachian forests or Carolina marshlands. On the Delaware stretch of Route I-95, the seeds have blossomed into broom sedge, switchgrass and little bluestem grass. 

Ms. Barton, the horticulturist in Delaware, said that of the 13,414 acres that the Department of Transportation has planted, about 3 percent, or 425 acres, have been with native plants.

Natives need to be left alone to grow to their full height. On the nonnative areas, mowing eight times annually costs $162.72 an acre using state workers, or $800 an acre using contractors. On the native plots, mowing once yearly costs $20.34 an acre with state personnel or $100 an acre with contractors, Ms. Barton said.

Joseph Wright, who runs the mowing program in southern Delaware, said mowers had trouble digesting tall stands of native plants and broke down.

Where Mr. Wright does not mow, local farmers, like Fred Bennett, 82, sometimes move in. “In front of my house I mow it every week,” Mr. Bennett said. “I like long hair on a woman but not on a man and not growing around my house.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/29/us/29highway.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
Trying to Connect the Dinner Plate to Climate Change 

By Claudia H. Deutsch 

The New York Times

EVER since “An Inconvenient Truth,” Al Gore has been the darling of environmentalists, but that movie hardly endeared him to the animal rights folks. According to them, the most inconvenient truth of all is that raising animals for meat contributes more to global warming than all the sport utility vehicles combined. 

The biggest animal rights groups do not always overlap in their missions, but now they have coalesced around a message that eating meat is worse for the environment than driving. They and smaller groups have started advertising campaigns that try to equate vegetarianism with curbing greenhouse gases.

Some backlash against this position is inevitable, the groups acknowledge, but they do have scientific ammunition. In late November, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization issued a report stating that the livestock business generates more greenhouse gas emissions than all forms of transportation combined. 

When that report came out, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals and other groups expected their environmental counterparts to immediately hop on the “Go Veggie!” bandwagon, but that did not happen. “Environmentalists are still pointing their fingers at Hummers and S.U.V.’s when they should be pointing at the dinner plate,” said Matt A. Prescott, manager of vegan campaigns for PETA. 

So the animal rights groups are mobilizing on their own. PETA is outfitting a Hummer with a driver in a chicken suit and a vinyl banner proclaiming meat as the top cause of global warming. It will send the vehicle to the start of the climate forum the White House is sponsoring in Washington on Sept. 27, “and to headquarters of environmental groups, if they don’t start shaping up,” Mr. Prescott warned.

He said that PETA had written to more than 700 environmental groups, asking them to promote vegetarianism, and that it would soon distribute leaflets that highlight the impact of eating meat on global warming.

“You just cannot be a meat-eating environmentalist,” said Mr. Prescott, whose group also plans to send billboard-toting trucks to the Colorado Convention Center in Denver when Mr. Gore lectures there on Oct. 2. The billboards will feature a cartoon image of Mr. Gore eating a drumstick next to the tagline: “Too Chicken to Go Vegetarian? Meat Is the No. 1 Cause of Global Warming.”

The Humane Society of the United States has taken up the issue as well, running ads in environmental magazines that show a car key and a fork. “Which one of these contributes more to global warming?” the ads ask. They answer the question with “It’s not the one that starts a car,” and go on to cite the United Nations report as proof. 

On its Web page and in its literature, the Humane Society has also been highlighting other scientific studies — notably, one that recently came out of the University of Chicago — that, in essence, show that “switching to a plant-based diet does more to curb global warming than switching from an S.U.V. to a Camry,” said Paul Shapiro, senior director of the factory farming campaign for the Humane Society.

The society, Mr. Shapiro said, is not only concerned with what happens to domesticated animals, but also with preventing the carnage that global warming could cause to polar bears, seals and other wildlife. “Our mission is to protect animals, and global warming has become an animal welfare issue,” he said. 

Even tiny pro-veggie operations are starting to squeeze dollars out of their shoestring budgets to advertise the eating meat/global warming connection. Vegan Outreach, a 14-year-old group in Tucson with just three full-time workers and a $5 million annual budget, is spending about $800 this month to run ads and links to its Web page on about 10 blogs. And, it will give more prominence to the global warming aspect of vegetarianism in the next batch of leaflets it orders. 

“We know that vegetarian organizations have sometimes made exaggerated health and environmental claims, but that U.N. report is an impartial, unimpeachable source of statements we can quote,” said Matt Ball, executive director of Vegan Outreach. 

Like Mr. Prescott, Mr. Ball is incensed that high-profile people like Al Gore — or environmental groups with deeper pockets than his — have not stepped up to the plate.

“Al Gore calls global warming an existential risk to humanity, yet it hasn’t prompted him to change his diet or even mention vegetarianism,” he complained. “And I guess the environmentalists recognize that it’s a lot easier to ask people to put in a fluorescent light bulb than to learn to cook with tofu.” 

Advertising specialists warn that this new attention to global warming may attract enemies as well as converts.

“Using global warming as a tactic for advancing the cause of vegetarianism feels a bit opportunistic,” said Hank Stewart, senior copywriter at Green Team Advertising, which specializes in environmentally themed ads. 

He also questions the logistics. “You want to get the message as close to the meat-purchasing moment as possible,” he said, “but can you imagine a supermarket allowing ‘Attention, Planet-Destroying Carnivores’ on the in-store radio?”

Environmental groups, meanwhile, readily concede that mobilizing against meat eaters is not their highest priority. 

“We try to be strategic about doing the things where each unit of effort has the most impact,” said Carl Pope, executive director of the Sierra Club. Mr. Pope notes that his group has stopped short of castigating people for driving S.U.V.’s or building overly large homes, too. 

“We’ll encourage companies to make more efficient S.U.V.’s, and we’ll encourage consumers to buy them,” he said, “but we do not find lecturing people about personal consumption choices to be effective.”

Environmental Defense is also “in agreement on the value of eating less meat,” said Melanie Janin, director of marketing communications. But, she added, her group would rather spend its time and money influencing public policy — specifically, getting Congress to regulate greenhouse gases. 

Mr. Gore declined to make himself available for comment. Chris Song, his deputy press secretary, simply noted that a suggestion to “modify your diet to include less meat” appears on Page 317 of Mr. Gore’s book version of “An Inconvenient Truth.” 

He did not address Mr. Gore’s personal food choices. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/29/business/media/29adco.html
Hawaii Superferry officials suspend service indefinitely after days of protests, setbacks

By Jaymes Song

Associated Press 

The company that runs the first passenger-vehicle ferry service between the Hawaiian Islands suspended operations indefinitely Tuesday after two days of emotional protests and legal setbacks.

Hawaii Superferry Inc. halted service after the Coast Guard advised that it could not assure safe passage of the 350-foot ferry in and out of Nawiliwili Harbor on Kauai, where a flotilla of protesters blocked it from docking late Monday. 

A court order sought by environmentalists had already halted service to Maui, with a hearing set for Wednesday.

Gov. Linda Lingle, a longtime ferry supporter, also requested Tuesday that the service be suspended because of public safety concerns.

Opponents say the ferry endangers whales, threatens to spread invasive species and will worsen traffic and pollution. But Superferry officials say the ship's water jet propulsion system means there are no exposed propellers to strike aquatic animals.

John Garibaldi, Superferry's president and chief executive, said operations will not resume until safety is assured. The company, which invested $300 million to launch the service, could lose millions while its vessel is grounded.

"The cost to us really isn't very important," he said. "It's really making sure we can take care of our passengers."

Lingle said she was concerned by protests Monday night on Kauai that led to 11 arrests after about 65 people on surfboards, canoes and kayaks formed a human blockade and forced the $95 million ferry to turn back to Honolulu.

The ferry, named Alakai, was stalled outside Nawiliwili Harbor late Monday for nearly three hours as Coast Guard vessels, including an 85-foot cutter, failed to clear the way for the ship.

The ferry returned to Honolulu about midnight, and some passengers, who had paid a discounted $5 fare for the voyage, were put in hotels and given vouchers for future travel.

The company also paid for flights, hotel rooms and car rentals for passengers who sailed and were stranded on Kauai on Sunday.

For decades, the only way to travel among the islands where an estimated 1.3 million people live and tens of thousands of tourists arrive each day was by the local airlines.

Austal USA, which built the ferry in Mobile, Ala., is building a second, scheduled to serve the Big Island starting in 2009.

On the Net:

Hawaii Superferry: http://hawaiisuperferry.com/

Green vs. Green; Environmental activists differed on LIPA's offshore wind farm proposal

By Mark Harrington

Newsday (New York)

Long Island's half-decade tango with offshore wind power tested the definition of the term environmentalist, pitting fervent advocates for green power against potential supporters who wanted stronger assurances about the project's impact on birds, bats and fish.

After the controversial FPL Energy-LIPA proposal for the waters off Jones Beach was terminated last week, the wind farm's strongest advocates seemed divided on whether the $700-million price tag should have been the deciding factor, given the global warming crisis. 

Meanwhile, those who always questioned whether the proper studies would ever be done of the project's environmental impacts pointed to divisions in the community created by the claim the wind farm was done in by a horde of NIMBY types.

Never was the schism among environmentalists more visible than when Gerard Hannon, the designated representative of the Long Island Audubon Council's 5,200 members, wrote to Long Island Power Authority chairman Kevin Law last April.

"Environmentalists are not of one mind regarding this proposed project, and myopia is never helpful," he wrote at the end of a long letter expressing the group's 2006 decision to discourage "any support" for the wind farm off Jones Beach until three-year studies of migratory bird patterns at the location were done. The Florida Power and Light developers had proposed a one-year study, and LIPA had hoped to have the project built by 2008.

"Supporting proposals, such as the Long Island Wind Farm, should not precede the completion of environmental studies, competently and objectively structured and executed," wrote Hannon, who also heads the Conservation Committee of the Huntington Audubon Society.

From its earliest days, the wind-farm proposal drew a line in the sand between groups that had urged LIPA to pursue the project and those concerned about how placement of 40 wind turbines - 450 feet tall and three to five miles from shore - would affect birds, fish and underwater plants. Others worried about a sea-to-land power cable through sensitive areas.

Many were alarmed to discover the recommendation for three-year bird studies came from the federal government, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in a series of letters sent early in the process.

Laurie Farber, a one-time conservation chairwoman of the Sierra Club's Long Island executive committee, understood the fervor that whipped through the environmental community to rally support for the wind farm. Last year she resigned her post because of concerns about the Sierra Club's support for the project.

"I found it intensely frustrating that environmental groups refused to even want to consider that there might be any environmental impacts," Farber, who has a long record of field work studying birds, said in an e-mail exchange last week. "They wanted to just accept the poor substitute for science that FPL Energy and LIPA were offering. They were willing to be blind about this because of a 'renewable energy at any cost' attitude."

LIPA and FPL have long maintained that studies contemplated for the project would be adequate to determine potential impacts. Environmental proponents of the project, while expressing concern about the previously undisclosed $700-million-plus price tag, reject the charge of myopia. They say they have always called for a full environmental study but warned that the effects of global warming meant solutions to had to get under way as soon as possible.

One of the more fervent supporters, Adrienne Esposito, executive director of Citizens Campaign for the Environment, last week rejected the idea that the project's high cost should have led to its undoing. Some critics have questioned her recent tough stance against another, three-turbine wind project proposed for the waters off Plum Island without demanding the same for the LIPA project.

"We would have preferred a more in-depth bird study, and we told them [LIPA] this," Esposito explained last week. She said the Plum Island project differs in that it's directly near a bird nesting area while the South Shore project was believed to be less in the migratory bird path, a claim other environmentalists dispute.

In any case, Esposito said LIPA should rebid the project to "see if we can introduce more competition into the marketplace" and get the South Shore project done. "It's extremely short-sighted just to look [at] cost," she said.

That would be the nightmare of Bonnie Brady, executive director of the Long Island Commercial Fishermen's Association, who called Law's decision "a great day for all of Long Island."

"What prevailed was best for the fishermen and for the fish, too," she said. "No one could hear the fish screaming. Apparently someone did."

The green-power environmentalists, noting that some offshore wind farms become "sanctuaries" for fish, are taking comfort in Law's pledge to continue pursuing economical wind-farm initiatives, including land-based projects. Renewable Energy Long Island sent out an "action alert" last week encouraging supporters to "make your voice heard" in online news chats.

Neal Lewis, executive director of the Neighborhood Network, whose group, like RELI, has received funding in the past from LIPA, said it is a mistake to portray support for the project as coming from a small group of environmentalists.

The WindWorks coalition, an alliance of local and regional groups supporting the project, is composed of 25 environmental organizations, he said.

What's more, he said, "every poll that has been done regarding the wind park has shown very strong support - usually in the 70 percent plus range."

But even Lewis conceded mistakes were made during the past several years, the most prominent of which was failing to disclose the costs early on, and as they escalated. Legislators and even proponent Gordian Raacke of RELI were aghast to discover the cost had ballooned to $700 million by last December, four years after the project had been announced. Lewis advised LIPA to start the process anew, taking a fresh approach to location, technology and the economics.

Farber said the expanded definition of environmentalist will continue to challenge the process. "I believe that many people who've come to the environmental movement in recent years have come in because of the energy issues and don't have a larger understanding of the Earth's systems and communities of life," she wrote. "This is going to continue to be a problem when we have environmentalists who don't really understand or care about the ramifications to the plants and animals and the natural communities they are part of."

SAIC Awarded Contract to Support EPA Climate Change Division

PR Newswire

Science Applications International Corporation(NYSE:SAI)announced today that it was awarded an indefinite-delivery/indefinite-quantity contract to provide the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Office of Air and Radiation, Climate Change Division with technical and outreach support services for domestic and global climate change programs. 

The contract has a one-year base period of performance, four one-year options and a total ceiling value of $27 million if the customer exercises all options. SAIC was one of six companies awarded the contract, and was the only non-incumbent selected.

SAIC will perform tasks as required on this contract including: climate science impacts and adaptation, economic analysis, emissions modeling, atmospheric modeling, international capacity building, technology evaluation, energy markets assessment, Web development, software and systems development, program support, outreach, meeting logistics and program evaluation. After many years of climate change-related support to the EPA, this contract represents SAIC's first prime contract for the Climate Change Division.

"Global climate change looms as a critical environmental issue," said Michael Mondshine, SAIC program manager. "The EPA is at the forefront of the rapidly evolving U.S. approach to tackling global climate change, and SAIC is pleased to bring its cutting-edge capabilities to this effort."

SAIC is a leading provider of scientific, engineering, systems integration and technical services and solutions to all branches of the U.S. military, agencies of the Department of Defense, the intelligence community, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and other U.S. Government civil agencies, as well as to customers in selected commercial markets. With more than 44,000 employees in over 150 cities worldwide, SAIC engineers and scientists solve complex technical challenges requiring innovative solutions for customers' mission-critical functions. SAIC had annual revenues of $8.3 billion for its fiscal year ended January 31, 2007.

SAIC: FROM SCIENCE TO SOLUTIONS(R)

Statements in this announcement other than historical data and information constitute forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties. A number of factors could cause our actual results, performance, achievements or industry results to be very different from the results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Some of these factors include, but are not limited to, the risk factors set forth in SAIC's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the period ended January 31, 2007, and such other filings that SAIC makes with the SEC from time to time. Due to such uncertainties and risks, readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on such forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the date hereof.

CONTACT: Melissa Koskovich, McLean SAIC, +1-703-676-6762,

 koskovichm@saic.com or Ron Zollars, San Diego SAIC, +1-858-826-7896,

 zollarsr@saic.com 

Web site: http://www.saic.com/ 

SOURCE SAIC http://www.prnewswire.com

Huge wetlands plan floated for the bay

By Jane Kay

San Francisco Chronicle 

The Bay Area needs a bold plan to generate enough money to restore the bay's wetlands and rebuild an ecosystem necessary for a healthy estuary, according to a new report from an environmental group.

Spending $1.43 billion over half a century would restore about 36,000 acres of once-diked wetlands and double the amount of tidal marsh ringing San Francisco Bay, states the report released Tuesday by Save the Bay, an Oakland nonprofit organization founded 45 years ago.

The report recommends initiating a unified effort by nine Bay Area counties and obtaining funds through congressional bills, state and local bonds and even new taxes. The $1.43 billion goal could be met if every Bay Area resident gave $4 a year over 50 years, the report said.

In a campaign to expand space for wildlife, boost recreational opportunities and improve flood control, state and federal agencies over the past decade have spent nearly $370.5 million to buy and start restoration of 36,176 acres. That land can be found on a total of 13 sites, including Bair Island near Redwood City, Hamilton Field and Bel Marin Keys near Novato and some of the former Cargill salt ponds in the South Bay. 

But a great deal of work still needs to be done and cannot be accomplished without a plan backed by public funds, the report said. With such money, government agencies would be able to complete the restoration work on land already acquired, according to the group.

Tidal marshes are the foundation of a healthy estuary, scientists agree. The soggy ecosystems help control floodwaters, including those caused by rising seas. Marshes also catch pollutants and act as a rich nursery for mussels, oysters, worms and crustaceans at the base of the bay's web of aquatic life. Without a functioning tidal marsh, there's not much for young Dungeness crab, salmon and steelhead to eat.

Over the past 200 years, the growing Bay Area population has built towns, roads and other development on top of filled tidal marsh, cutting the bay's original ring of 190,000 acres to 40,000 acres - an 80 percent loss.

Local officials in 2000 set a goal of restoring wetlands to 100,000 acres. Adding 36,176 acres identified by Save the Bay to the 40,000 acres of existing salt marsh would bring the bay's total to about 76,176 acres. Government agencies involved in the restoration effort haven't identified the rest of the land that could be used to meet the 100,000-acre goal.

Much of the money spent to bring back the wetlands - most of which were diked for farms, cities and salt ponds - has come from bonds and private foundations. But a lack of consistent funding is hampering recovery efforts, and there is a shortfall of money in government budgets to pay for staff, engineering work and construction, the Save the Bay report said.

With the purchase of some Cargill salt ponds in 2003, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service acquired 9,600 acres for the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, making the agency responsible for 70 miles of levees and other structures. Yet during that time, refuge budgets were shrinking or staying the same, often forcing officials to do more with less. Also in 2003, the state Fish and Game Department acquired 6,900 acres of salt pond land. However, only one Fish and Game Department scientist is dedicated to protecting wildlife in three counties as well as looking after more than 6,000 acres of the department's property, the report said.

Save the Bay was founded in 1962 as part of a movement to halt the filling of the bay and put an end to garbage dumps and filthy sewage plants that threaten the bay's water quality. It's the oldest group dedicated to preserving the bay's natural resources. Tuesday's report contends that local residents care even more deeply about the bay now than they did then and are willing to pay to save it.

A poll conducted by EMC Research on behalf of the environmental group indicates that Bay Area voters would agree to "pay modest taxes for bay wetland restoration." Eighty-three percent of residents polled said they would pay $10 a year in taxes or fees to restore wetlands that would result in cleaner bay water, provide flood control benefits, enlarge the San Francisco Bay refuge and increase shoreline access for the public.

"The bay is an ecosystem that touches nine counties and millions of people and ignores municipal borders," the report said. The environmental groups said advocating for the bay with "one regionwide voice is essential to success in securing needed state and federal funds."

The group compiled cost figures by estimating yet-to-be-done restoration, 10 years of monitoring and operation and maintenance for 50 years at 13 sites.

The sites include the 1,564-acre Cullinan Ranch owned by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on San Pablo Bay; the 418-acre Bahia site owned by the Marin Audubon Society; 722-acre Eden Landing near Hayward owned by the state Department of Fish and Game; and the 970-acre Sears Point wetland owned by the Sonoma Land Trust.

Raising public funds for wetlands restoration is something businesses are likely to support, said John Grubb, a spokesman for the Bay Area Council. The council is made up of CEOs from the region's 275 largest employers.

"We believe in targeted investments that provide a return on quality of life, and this would seem to pass that test," he said. "We're in a global competition for talent, and one of the ways you convince people to move to our region and work for our companies is by offering them a great place to live. Environmental protection and restoration are essential to a good quality of life."

Online resources

Download the Save the Bay report:

links.sfgate.com/ZQS

--------------------------------------------------

How to help

There are several ways to get involved in the restoration of San Francisco Bay wetlands. Some environmental groups recruit volunteers. Some government agencies work on restoration programs. And your local, state and federal representatives decide environmental policy for the bay.

-- Save the Bay: (510) 452-9261; www.savesfbay.org.

-- The Bay Institute: (415) 506-0150; www.bay.org.

-- BayKeeper: (415) 856-0444, extension 101; www.sfbaykeeper.org.

-- The California Costal Conservancy is a state agency that works to preserve, restore and protect the coast and San Francisco Bay: (510) 286-4180; www.scc.ca.gov.

-- California's two U.S. senators both hold important positions on committees that can influence environmental policy:

Sen. Dianne Feinstein: (415) 393-0707

Sen. Barbara Boxer: (415) 403-0100

-- Contact your representative in the state Legislature: www.leginfo.ca.gov.

-- Contact your member of Congress: www.house.gov/writerep.

Dade City listens to landfill pro, con Dade City goes back to square one on manager

By Helen Annetravis

St. Petersburg Times (Florida)

Representatives for and against a landfill proposed outside of Dade City gave 15-minute presentations to city commissioners at a special workshop before the regular commission meeting Tuesday.

It was a prelude to a busy evening for elected officials. 

After a coin toss, Carl Roth, spokesman for Protectors of Florida\u2019s Legacy, the landfill\u2019s opposition group, spoke first.

Roth said he has pored over research done by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and Swiftmud. The landfill, Roth said, would be vulnerable to sinkholes and attract rodents. It would become a dumping spot for other states, thanks to its proximity to the CSX railroad. The landfill\u2019s liners would fail after a little more than a year, he said.

Roth also praised the incinerator in Shady Hills as a safe, waste-to-energy option.

John Arnold, a project manager with Angelo\u2019s Aggregate Materials, attempted to refute Roth.

The area was not vulnerable to sinkholes, and the liners would last, according to the best studies, for 100 years, Arnold said. The landfill would not accept trash from other states, Arnold promised commissioners. He also criticized the Shady Hills incinerator and said all it did was reduce, not eliminate, waste.

The representatives \u201Cgave us a lot of information to chew on that appears contradictory,\u201D said Mayor Hutch Brock.

Brock quizzed Roth and Arnold at the end of their speeches.

Commissioner Scott Black asked Arnold if Angelo\u2019s had run a bioreactor landfill before.

Roth said the company didn\u2019t have any experience.

Arnold responded that he had personal experience overseeing such a facility at his last job with Jones Edmunds, a Florida waste management company, but Angelo\u2019s had not owned or operated a bioreactor landfill.

Commissioners agreed to send Commissioner Camille Hernandez to speak with county officials about points brought up by both sides. They also said they would like to tour nearby facilities that Angelo\u2019s said were similar to the one proposed outside the city.

But trash wasn\u2019t the only hot topic at the meeting.

City commissioners also had to figure out what to do next in their attempt to fill the empty city manager position because James Gleason, the sole candidate for the opening, withdrew his application Friday. Gleason cited financial reasons as his motivation to terminate his application.

\u201CGroundhog Day,\u201D Brock said about their third attempt to fill the job vacated by Howard Sample in June.

Commissioners agreed to search for an interim manager first, with an eye toward making the position permanent. This would allow them to fill it more quickly, they hoped.

Commissioner Van Gorden said Commissioner Hernandez\u2019s July letter to the governor calling for an investigation of Brock and Sample was a deterrent in their quest to fill the opening.

\u201CWe sugarcoated it and we tap-danced around the issue\u201D during city manager interviews, he said.

He proposed the commissioners write a letter to the governor stating that Hernandez\u2019s letter was the opinion of one commissioner, not the whole body. This was necessary, he said, because she had written it on city letterhead.

Hernandez was the only one who voted against the motion. She said that when she was given the letterhead she was not given instructions on how or when to use it.

None of the commissioners said they had received a response from the governor.

The letter is still under review by the governor\u2019s office.

Helen Anne Travis can be reached at (352) 521-6518 or htravis@sptimes.com
A practical, economy-class landfill

By Carol Goar

Toronto Star

Patrick Hettiaratchi, who teaches environmental engineering at the University of Calgary, likes to compare waste disposal systems to vehicles.

A conventional landfill site is like a buggy cart, he says. It's simple and cheap, but it gobbles up land, produces contaminant-loaded leachates and emits noxious methane. It also looks unsightly and smells awful.

A gasification plant is like a top-of-the-line Porsche. It incinerates garbage with high efficiency and minimal air pollution. But it is extremely expensive and leaves behind highly toxic ashes. 

Hettiaratchi is a Volkswagen Beetle man.

He is developing a technology that will triple the lifespan of conventional landfill sites, convert the methane produced by rotting garbage into usable energy and leave behind uncontaminated land for housing or commercial development.

"It's a very low-tech operation," he says. "I've been working on it for 15 years."

The heart of his system is a "biocell," which is essentially a large pit, lined with clay and plastic and sealed with an organic bio-cap that lets in water but traps fumes.

The cell is loaded with 50,000 tonnes of garbage. Theoretically, anything can go in - there are broken bicycles and mattresses and everything else imaginable in the one Hettiaratchi is testing in Calgary - but waste that decomposes quickly works best.

When it is full, the cap is applied. Then the oxygen is sucked out of the cell, water is added and the leachate (garbage juice) that collects at the bottom of the pit is continually pumped to the top and allowed to filter back down. This accelerates the breakdown of the waste and increases the methane output.

The gas is captured, piped out and used to make cheap electricity.

This process goes on for three to five years. It is odour-free, requires little maintenance and produces roughly 300 kilowatts of power.

Eventually the methane production dwindles to the point that extraction is no longer economical. Oxygen is pumped back into the cell and it becomes a giant composter. This part of the cycle takes about a year.

Finally, the cell is opened, the compost is removed, any recyclable materials are harvested and the residue is moved to a traditional landfill.

Then the process starts all over again. Ideally, five or six biocells would be operating simultaneously on staggered rotations.

"It's a common sense approach," Hettiaratchi says. "If Toronto had tried something like this 15 years ago, it wouldn't have problems now."

The Alberta engineer doesn't claim that his process is the ultimate in green technology. Biocells take up a lot of space. They're not visually attractive. And they don't get rid of everything; 30 per cent of what goes in is still there at the end.

But the system is relatively inexpensive. It doesn't pollute the air or the groundwater. It doesn't smell. And it reduces the amount of methane - one of the most potent greenhouse gases there is - in the atmosphere.

Hettiaratchi's laboratory, so to speak, is the Shephard landfill in southeast Calgary. He started loading his first biocell in the summer of 2005 and sealed it last November. Already, it is producing enough gas to feed the on-site generator.

If this pilot project - funded by the City of Calgary and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada - is a success, Hettiaratchi will get all six cells operating, then look at ways to adapt the model to regions with different topography and climatic conditions.

Toronto, for instance, is more humid than Calgary, which would cause its garbage to decompose faster and produce methane for a shorter time.

The city would also have practical concerns. It just spent $220 million on a landfill near St. Thomas. It would have to abandon its green bin program to make Hettiaratchi's technology cost-effective. And it would have to change its thinking: Biocells are meant for communities seeking local solutions.

But should Toronto decide to climb out of its buggy cart, Hettiaratchi is offering a low-cost, environmentally responsible alternative.

Carol Goar's column appears Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
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 Ban Ki-moon begins foreign trip with senior UN staff retreat in Italy 

29 August - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon leaves United Nations Headquarters tonight for a working trip that will begin in Turin, Italy, with a three-day retreat of senior UN staff and then follow with a visit to Sudan, Chad and Libya to observe first-hand the crises in Darfur and eastern Chad and the post-conflict situation in southern Sudan. 

Mr. Ban will chair the retreat, taking place at the UN Staff College, with Under-Secretaries-General and Assistant Secretaries-General in attendance, UN spokesperson Michele Montas told reporters. 

Participants will discuss UN global issues and reforms, focusing on delivering results, during a series of intensive meetings, she said. The meetings will also consider the UN’s readiness and capacity to perform its duties, particularly in promoting peace and security. 

Ms. Montas said the retreat “provides an opportunity for the UN’s senior managers to explore and propose ways of better managing the Organization, and improving its effectiveness. Apart from these concrete objectives, it is expected that the retreat would promote unity of purpose and common understanding of the UN and its priorities.” 

After Turin, Mr. Ban heads to the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, for talks with President Omar al-Bashir and other Government officials, before heading to Juba in the south of the country, where the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) is trying to help implement the 2005 comprehensive peace agreement ending the north-south civil war. 

Then the Secretary-General is scheduled to travel to El Fasher, capital of North Darfur province and the slated headquarters of the new hybrid UN-African Union (AU) peacekeeping force in Darfur, to be known as UNAMID. 

At a press conference yesterday Mr. Ban said his trip to Sudan and neighbouring countries was designed to “lock in” the progress made so far towards a political solution for the Darfur conflict and to see first-hand the difficult conditions that UNAMID faces. 

More than 200,000 people have been killed across Darfur since 2003 because of fighting between rebel groups, Government forces and allied Janjaweed militias, while another 2 million people have been forced to flee their homes. 

Mr. Ban then heads to N’Djamena, the capital of Chad, where the Security Council has indicated it is willing to authorize a multidimensional UN presence to quell the fighting and suffering in the east of the country. The last stop on the trip will be Tripoli, Libya, for a meeting with that country’s leader, Muammar Gaddafi. 

UN Middle East envoy ‘guardedly optimistic’ about road ahead 

29 August - The substantive dialogue developing between Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, as well as recent intensive efforts at international diplomacy, means the United Nations envoy to the Middle East is “guardedly optimistic” about the prospects for the region, he told the Security Council today. 

But Michael Williams, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, who has just returned from a visit to the region, warned that unless the diplomatic process is carefully monitored and backed by “urgent and meaningful steps on the ground,” then it could easily falter. 

“There is a hope now which has been absent for almost seven years,” he told a Council meeting on the Middle East situation. “A setback at this stage could have serious consequences.” 

Mr. Williams said he welcomed the recent dialogue between Mr. Abbas and Mr. Olmert, who have held face-to-face talks several times this month. 

“Both sides have reported substantive discussions and exchanges of ideas on permanent status issues, as well as on confidence-building steps. There also appears to be a welcome common desire to reach an agreement or understanding that could be presented” to the November meeting called by United States President George W. Bush. 

Mr. Williams said that to meet the growing expectations, the current talks need to “shift gear” to achieve more concrete agreements on disputed issues and how to then implement those agreements. 

But he welcomed the recent efforts of Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad to implement reforms – including the removal of redundant employees from the Palestinian Authority – and a serious security programme. 

He also said that the anticipated engagement of former United Kingdom Prime Minister Tony Blair as the Representative of the Quartet, the diplomatic grouping that comprises the UN, the European Union, Russia and the US, was having a positive effect. 

In addition, a series of upcoming high-profile international meetings on the Middle East, particularly the November meeting, was reinforcing the reform efforts of Mr. Fayyad and the dialogue between Mr. Abbas and Mr. Olmert. 

Mr. Williams, who is about to step down from his post, also warned in his address about the political, economic and institutional consequences of the internal Palestinian divide, especially the deteriorating conditions inside the Gaza Strip. He also voiced concern about continuing Israeli-Palestinian violence over the past month, ongoing Israeli settlement activity and the political deadlock that still plagues neighbouring Lebanon. 

Representatives of more than 30 countries addressed the Council after Mr. Williams, emphasizing that although there have recent signs of hope, much more needed to be done on the ground to genuinely reignite the peace process. 

Sierra Leone: Ban Ki-moon voices concern over post-election violence 

29 August - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today expressed concern about the rising tensions and violence over the past week in Sierra Leone, which earlier this month held its first presidential and parliamentary polls since United Nations peacekeepers departed in 2005. 

“He calls on all parties and their leaders to do everything necessary to prevent the situation from escalating,” his spokesperson said in a statement. 

Mr. Ban once again commended the people of the West African nation for the “peaceful and orderly manner in which the first round of the electoral process was held.” 

The 11 August presidential and parliamentary elections were Sierra Leone’s second since the end of the decade-long civil war in 2002, and the first since the withdrawal of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in December 2005. 

On Monday, the Security Council issued a press statement praising the “exemplary conduct” of Sierra Leoneans during the first round of the polls. 

The 15-member body also urged the public “to maintain the same sense of purpose, discipline and patience as the electoral process enters its final and decisive phase,” the run-off in the presidential election on 8 September between Ernest Bai Koroma of the All People’s Congress (APC) and incumbent Vice-President Solomon Berewa of the Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP). The two men are vying to succeed Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. 

In a statement earlier this month, the Secretary-General welcomed the peaceful atmosphere of the first round of voting but cautioned that the same atmosphere must prevail during the remainder of the election process. 

Top UN relief official seeks swift resolution to departure of NGO head 

29 August - United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes has voiced his concern over the expulsion from Sudan of CARE’s Paul Barker, and urged that the matter be resolved quickly so that the Country Director of one of the world’s largest international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can resume vital humanitarian work. 

“I am disappointed that Mr. Barker had to leave the country in this way. The reasons given by some Government officials to Mr. Barker for his departure appear to be specious,” said Mr. Holmes, who is also Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs. “I very much hope that this is actually a misunderstanding that can be resolved as soon as possible so that Mr. Barker may resume his vitally important humanitarian activities.” 

CARE, which has operated in Sudan for more than a quarter of a century, is a significant provider of humanitarian assistance to some four million people across Sudan, and is a vital partner for the UN humanitarian community. 

Mr. Holmes stressed that the manner of Mr. Barker’s departure has clearly undermined both the spirit and letter of the Joint Communiqué on the Facilitation of Humanitarian Activities in Darfur, signed earlier this year by the UN and the Government of Sudan. 

The communiqué has relieved many bureaucratic impediments to humanitarian work in Sudan, including by helping to secure visas and work permits for aid workers and by making it easier for relief goods to clear customs. 

Mr. Holmes noted, however, that issues such as those now faced by CARE are “a disturbing example of how far we still have to go,” adding that enabling Mr. Barker to resume his important work “would send a positive signal to the international community that the Government of Sudan wishes to further strengthen its partnership with humanitarian actors.” 

There are currently about 12,300 aid workers in the war-torn western Sudanese region of Darfur, including almost 900 international staff. They provide assistance to an estimated 4.2 million people, including 2.1 million internally displaced persons (IDPs), suffering since 2003 from the deadly conflict between rebel groups, Government forces and allied Janjaweed militias. 

UN to send humanitarian assessment mission to Ethiopia's Somali regional state 

29 August - The United Nations is sending a humanitarian mission tomorrow to Ethiopia's Somali Region, which has been affected by security operations, to assess relief needs, in particular access to food, water, health and nutrition services, and to monitor the dispatch and distribution of emergency food aid. 

The Government of Ethiopia has agreed to facilitate the inter-agency mission at the UN's request. 

“It is my hope that the findings of this assessment mission will construct a clearer picture of the humanitarian situation in the Region,” UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Fidele Sarassoro said today of the mission, which he will launch in Jijiga, the regional capital. 

“Equally important to us is that the findings of this mission also support the delivery of assistance to the people of Somali Region,” he added. 

The mission includes staff from the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), World Food Programme (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Department of Safety and Security, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

The UN and other humanitarian actors have been supporting pastoral and agro-pastoral populations in the Somali Region with humanitarian and development assistance, particularly since 2000. 

UN Ambassador Angelina Jolie hears of suffering, courage from Iraqi refugees 

29 August - Angelina Jolie, actress and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Goodwill Ambassador, today wrapped up her first visit to Iraq and Syria, where she spoke with Iraqi refugees who have fled the violence in their home country. 

After witnessing the suffering and resilience of Iraqi refugees first-hand, she voiced her continued support for UNHCR and “their tireless work for the people of Iraq.” 

On Monday, she arrived in Damascus, the Syrian capital, where she visited the UNHCR centre where some 2,500 Iraqi refugees are registered every week. Proving their refugees status gives them access to UNHCR-subsidized medical and food assistance. 

At the centre, Ms. Jolie played with Iraqi youngsters in a children’s play room, and met a young refugee girl named Zahara, who shares the same name as the Academy Award winner’s own adopted daughter from Ethiopia. 

She sat in on a registration clerk’s interview with a man and his family who fled Baghdad after one member narrowly escaped a kidnapping attempt. They depend on the meagre income earned by their 17-year-old son who irons clothes in a laundry. 

Afterwards, Ms. Jolie visited the family in their small rented room shared by 13 people between the ages of eight months and 67 years. One of the women remarked to the Ambassador that her extended family lived under the roof of a spacious house in Baghdad, but now cannot afford to purchase diapers for her children. 

“I can’t imagine how I could manage to take care of my children in these circumstances,” Ms. Jolie, the mother of four, told the refugee woman. 

UNHCR estimates that over 4.2 million Iraqis have been uprooted, with two million fleeing to neighbouring countries and 2.2 million displaced within their home country. 

Yesterday, Ms. Jolie visited Al Waleed camp, which houses 1,300 refugees, in Iraq, where there is no running water or electricity. She met with sick children and refugees, and also toured a site where UNHCR plans to build a school for the camp’s children. 

Nepal: UN official appeals for unimpeded access for delivery of humanitarian aid 

29 August - A United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) official today repeated his call for his agency’s staff, trucks carrying food aid and its partners to have unhindered access to deliver urgently-needed humanitarian assistance to flood-impacted people in the Terai region of Nepal. 

Although the WFP has received assurances from several parties that they will ensure that the agency’s staff and food aid delivery will not be impeded, they “are not being permitted to move along highways in the Terai during strike periods,” Richard Ragan, WFP Country Representative in Nepal, said in a statement. 

In the last week, commercial trucks transporting humanitarian food supplies those affected by floods in Kailali, Banke and Bardiya have been blocked in several sections of the East-West Highway, he said. 

Mr. Ragan also warned that should WFP staff and trucks carrying supplies continue to be hindered in their efforts to deliver aid, “we will be forced to suspend operations to provide humanitarian food assistance to flood victims.” 

Earlier this month, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) noted that the affected agro-ecological zone of the Terai is the Himalayan nation’s grain basket, accounting for over 70 per cent of the total production of rice, the basic staple. Though water levels have receded from the second week of August, thousands of hectares of agricultural land have been destroyed at the peak of the planting season, FAO said. 

While a detailed assessment of crop losses is not yet available, the overall outlook for this year’s production has deteriorated. At sub-national level, food shortages in the Terai, affected by drought and floods in 2006, are likely to worsen. 

Children in Belize face life-threatening diseases after Hurricane Dean, UN warns 

29 August - Potentially life-threatening cases of diarrhoea, stomach cramps, and fever have increased in Belize following Hurricane Dean's destructive sweep through the small Central American country, posing a particular danger to young children and other vulnerable people, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has warned. 

“The scarcity of drinking water and water for sanitation has led many people to use poor quality water from previously abandoned wells and being exposed to an increased risk of water-borne diseases,” UNICEF country representative Rana Flowers said in an update yesterday. “We must take great care to ensure that particularly children do not drink or use bad water.” 

UNICEF has sought additional financing to address the ongoing lack of food and water, a shortage of medicines and a need for generators and supplies to repair damaged homes and schools, as well as for psycho-social support, particularly to children. 

Although Dean's impact on northern districts of Belize could have been much worse, it is estimated that about 30,000 people - over 10 per cent of the total population - in both urban and rural areas were directly affected. 

The hurricane's force caused wide-spread power failure, affecting the water supply to villages that are dependent on electric water-pumps. Close to 275 houses were destroyed and at least 900 more have varying degrees of structural damage and loss of essential household items. Some 2,000 people were displaced, many of whom remain in shelters. 

Despite relief efforts, some communities have yet to receive needed food and water, while unemployment threatens the livelihoods of an estimated 20,000 farm labourers due to crop destruction. 

Since the hurricane made landfall on 21 August, UNICEF has supported the Government in conducting detailed assessments, providing vehicles and technical assistance for further assessments and delivery of life-saving supplies, securing generators to power water pumps, and delivering safe water to the most affected communities.

Water purification tablets and oral re-hydration salts have also been essential components in the UNICEF response. The agency has also agreed to work with the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to feed 1,000 families for two months. 

DR Congo: UN mission urges end to fighting in troubled eastern region 

29 August - Deploring clashes among opposing factions of the armed forces in the volatile east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the vast country today said that it is fully committed to helping find a peaceful solution to protect civilians from further violence. 

The mission, known as MONUC, reported that in North Kivu province, the vehicle of the Commander of the mixed Charlie Brigade was ambushed on Monday, killing at least three people and injuring at least three more soldiers from the DRC armed forces, or FARDC. 

“MONUC immediately sent troops on the scene of the incident,” said the mission’s military spokesperson Major Gabriel de Brosses. “The three wounded were transported by blue helmets to the MONUC level 3 hospital in Goma.” 

Yesterday in Rubare, a FARDC position of the Charlie Brigade was also attacked by armed men loyal to General Laurent Nkunda. 

MONUC serves an informal role of mediator between troops loyal to renegade General Nkunda and Government soldiers in the country’s northeast, the Secretary-General’s spokesperson Michele Montas told reporters in New York. 

“The Mission is engaging both sides in dialogue to diffuse the tensions,” she added, and earlier this week MONUC facilitated mediation talks. 

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), some 170,000 people have fled their homes in North Kivu since this January. 

Meanwhile, MONUC reported that as of yesterday, all national staff who participated in a recent work stoppage have fully resumed their work. Discussions between mission leadership and representatives of national staff are now ongoing. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative for the DRC William Lacy Swing reaffirmed his commitment to finding a comprehensive solution, adding that the national staff represent one of MONUC’s key assets. He appealed to them to continue their work as the negotiations proceed. 

MONUC has overseen the DRC’s transition from a six-year civil war that cost 4 million lives in fighting and attendant hunger and disease, widely considered the most lethal conflict in the world since World War II, to gradual stabilization, culminating in the first democratic elections in over four decades last year. 

First person charged by UN-backed Cambodia court appeals against detention 

29 August - The first person to be charged by the United Nations-backed tribunal in Cambodia trying Khmer Rouge leaders accused of mass killings and other crimes three decades ago has appealed against an order for his provisional detention. 

Kaing Guek Eav, also known as Duch, was charged last month with crimes against humanity over his role as chief at the S21 prison in the capital, Phnom Penh, during the Khmer Rouge's rule in the 1970s, when hundreds of thousands of people were killed or died from starvation, forced labour and ill treatment. 

The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) said in a statement that Mr. Kaing's lawyers had lodged notice of appeal against the provisional detention order and the case file had been sent to the Pre-Trial Chamber to “deal with the matter expeditiously.” 

Mr. Kaing was placed in provisional detention on 31 July after the charges were issued. 

Under an agreement signed by the UN and Cambodia, the trial court and a Supreme Court within the Cambodian legal system will investigate those most responsible for crimes and serious violations of Cambodian and international law under Khmer Rouge rule between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 1979. 

UN seeks emergency funds for vital health services following Peru earthquake 

29 August - The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is appealing for $850,000 in emergency funding to ensure that up to 250,000 victims of the recent earthquake in Peru receive critical health services. 

With these funds – which form part of a $37 million UN system-wide Flash Appeal launched yesterday – UNFPA will help restore and strengthen local primary health services following the 15 August earthquake, which struck 161 kilometres south of the capital, Lima. 

The powerful quake, measuring 7.9 on the Richter scale, has resulted in the death of over 500 people and injured more than 1,000 others, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). In addition, preliminary assessments indicate that over 37,000 houses and four hospitals were destroyed, while 16 hospitals were damaged. 

UNFPA will help improve emergency reproductive health care and assess local health services, particularly in isolated, rural mountain villages, as well as provide affected communities with reproductive health supplies and emergency birth kits. A total of 50,000 women and girls of childbearing age, including 15,000 pregnant women, stand to benefit from these activities. 

The emergency funds will also help establish 15 community centres for those that lost their homes. The centres will provide hygiene kits and offer protection to vulnerable groups, such as women, girls, the elderly and disabled people from gender-based and other violence, and provide legal, medical, psychosocial and vocational services. A mobile team of professionals to assist victims of sexual violence will also be set up. 

In addition, UNFPA will help carry out a census of the affected population, in cooperation with Peru’s National Institute for Statistics and Information and local authorities, to register individuals and determine losses, damage and access to basic services. 

The agency has already allocated $90,000 which is being used to provide 6,000 emergency hygiene kits and to fund the initiation of the census. 

Sierra Leone: Ban Ki-moon voices concern over post-election violence 

29 August - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today expressed concern about the rising tensions and violence over the past week in Sierra Leone, which earlier this month held its first presidential and parliamentary polls since United Nations peacekeepers departed in 2005. 

“He calls on all parties and their leaders to do everything necessary to prevent the situation from escalating,” his spokesperson said in a statement. 

Mr. Ban once again commended the people of the West African nation for the “peaceful and orderly manner in which the first round of the electoral process was held.” 

The 11 August presidential and parliamentary elections were Sierra Leone’s second since the end of the decade-long civil war in 2002, and the first since the withdrawal of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in December 2005. 

On Monday, the Security Council issued a press statement praising the “exemplary conduct” of Sierra Leoneans during the first round of the polls.

The 15-member body also urged the public “to maintain the same sense of purpose, discipline and patience as the electoral process enters its final and decisive phase,” the run-off in the presidential election on 8 September between Ernest Bai Koroma of the All People’s Congress (APC) and incumbent Vice-President Solomon Berewa of the Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP). The two men are vying to succeed Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. 

In a statement earlier this month, the Secretary-General welcomed the peaceful atmosphere of the first round of voting but cautioned that the same atmosphere must prevail during the remainder of the election process. 

Lack of birth certificates deny millions of Latin American children services - UN 

29 August - With millions of Latin American children excluded from health and education services because they lack birth certificates and do not therefore legally exist, the United Nations is participating in the first ever region-wide meeting convened to address the problem under the slogan “Write me down, make me visible.” 

The three-day meeting in Asuncion, Paraguay, brings together the UN, Governments and civil society organizations from 18 Latin American countries and aims to form the basis for regional and national plans to guarantee free, universal and timely birth registration for all children by 2015. It will be replicated for the Caribbean region next year. 

“A staggering two million of the 11 million births in Latin America are not registered,” the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) said in a news release. “Without a birth certificate millions of children are excluded from basic services such as health and education and face daily exploitation and risk.” 

UNICEF regional director Nils Kastberg painted the issue in stark terms. “Marcos Alexandro is 10 years old, lives in the State of Chiapas in Mexico, and was accepted into school at 10 years of age after registering in the registry,” he said. 

“In Paraguay, it is estimated that only 35 per cent of boys and girls are registered during the first year of their life; for the remainder they simply don't exist as citizens. When we do not register our boys and girls, we deny them the basics like going to school, to hospital, getting a passport or being part of a family, and we are not protecting them against serious crimes such as child trafficking.” 

The 1st Latin American Regional Conference on Birth Registration and the Right to Identity has been organized in conjunction with the Government of Paraguay by three of the region's main international agencies - UNICEF, the Organization of American States and the leading children's non-governmental organization, Plan International. 

Delegations include high-level political and government authorities, technical experts responsible for the civil registers, and civil society organizations. 

Countries represented are Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, México, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay and Venezuela. 

UN envoy to Liberia stresses need to end violence against women 

29 August - The United Nations envoy to Liberia has called for an end to violence against women, while stressing that security is paramount for everyone throughout the West African nation as it works to rebuild after a brutal 14-year civil war. 

Special Representative of the Secretary-General Alan Doss made his remarks yesterday as he handed over a new UN-built police station to the people of Kronowroken, Webbo District, in River Gee County, along Liberia’s border with Côte d’Ivoire. 

“It does not matter where you are in Liberia, your security is important. River Gee County may be a long way from Monrovia but you are not forgotten,” said Mr. Doss, referring to the capital. The building was constructed under the UN Mission in Liberia’s (UNMIL’s) quick impact project initiative. 

Noting that the opening of the new station in such a remote area was a demonstration of UNMIL’s resolve to cater for the security of Liberians everywhere, Mr. Doss also called on citizens to “stamp out violence against women.” In particular, he urged the people of Webbo to report any such incidents to the women and children’s unit at the new police station.
====================================================================
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

** Sierra Leone
Good afternoon, all.  I have a statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Sierra Leone. 

The Secretary-General once again commends the people of Sierra Leone for the peaceful and orderly manner in which the first round of the electoral process was held.  He is, however, concerned about the tensions and violence that have been increasing in Sierra Leone since last week.  He calls on all parties and their leaders to do everything necessary to prevent the situation from escalating.

**Secretary-General Travels
The Secretary General will leave headquarters tonight for a trip to Turin, Khartoum, Juba, El Fasher in Sudan, N’Djamena and Tripoli.  In Turin, he will chair a three day retreat for USGs and ASGs of the UN system at the UN staff college.  In a series of intensive meetings, the group will discuss UN global issues and reforms focusing on delivering results.  It will examine the UN's readiness and capacity to perform its duties, including but not limited to promoting peace and security.  The Turin Retreat provides an opportunity for the UN's senior managers to explore and propose ways of better managing the organization and improving its effectiveness.  Apart from these concrete objectives, it is expected that the retreat would promote unity of purpose and common understanding of the UN and its priorities.  The Secretary-General is expected to arrive in Khartoum early next week.

**Security Council
The Security Council began its open debate on the situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian question, just a while ago.  Michael Williams, the Secretary-General Special Coordinator for the Middle East peace process, briefed Council members, saying that the substantive dialogue developing between Palestinian President Mamoud Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, and the reform efforts of Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad, have created growing expectations.  He added that the anticipated engagement of Quartet Representative  Tony Blair, more active regional diplomacy, and preparations for a series of high profile international meetings, especially the planned November gathering called by US President George Bush, reinforce these efforts. 

On the situation in Gaza, Williams said that while Hamas has brought some order to the streets of Gaza, its actions are taking place outside the framework of the rule of law and the institutions of Palestinian authority.  This has generated concerns about respect for human rights and the future development of the Strip.  We have copies of Michael Williams’ remarks upstairs.

And the Security Council debate is expected to continue through the early part of this afternoon, at which time Michael Williams will speak to you at the Council stakeout microphone.  We’ll of course announce it before he comes to the microphone. 

** Iraq Cholera
On Iraq, the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq is supporting a team from the World Health Organization (WHO) that is responding to a request by the Iraqi Government in assisting people affected by a cholera outbreak in the northern town of Sulemaniyah.  So far, authorities in Sulaymaniyah have confirmed some 5,000 cases since 10 August, including 5 deaths.  Another 10 deaths were reported in nearby Kirkuk, where some 50 people are now being treated for cholera-related complications. 

The UNAMI-WHO team began an investigation of the outbreak upon the request of the Iraqi-Kurdistan Minister of Health on 26 August.  The team reports that at least two hospitals in the stricken region have been treating some 2,000 cases of diarrhea.  WHO will now create a surveillance system for water quality control, food inspection, and case findings and management, while UNICEF will support with Oral Re-hydration therapy.  We have copies of the press release from the Mission upstairs.

** Iraq Refugees
Still on Iraq, UNHCR (UN High Commissioner for Refugees) Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie on Wednesday concluded her first visit to Iraq and Syria, where she heard tales of extraordinary resilience and courage from Iraqi refugees.  Jolie said she wanted to draw attention to the humanitarian crisis and urged governments to increase their support for UNHCR and its partners. 

At the makeshift Al Waleed camp inside Iraq, Jolie walked among the tattered tents in a bleak area where there is no running water or electricity, and no respite from the blistering desert heat.  She spent a lot of time with sick children and elderly refugees, and inspected a site where UNHCR is building a school for the children among the 1,300 refugees.  You can read more about her trip on the UNHCR website.

** Sudan Humanitarian
John Holmes, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, expressed his surprise and concern today at the departure from Sudan of Paul Barker, Country Director for CARE, one of the world’s largest international non-governmental organizations.  “I am disappointed that Mr. Barker had to leave the country in this way.  The reasons given by some government officials to Mr. Barker for his departure appear to be specious,” said Mr. Holmes. “I very much hope that this is actually a misunderstanding that can be resolved as soon as possible so that Mr. Barker may resume his vitally important humanitarian activities.” 

CARE is a significant provider of humanitarian assistance to some 4,000,000 people across Sudan and is a vital partner for the United Nations humanitarian community.  Mr. Holmes stressed that the manner of Mr. Barker’s departure has clearly undermined both the spirit and letter of the Joint Communiqué on the Facilitation of Humanitarian Activities in Darfur, signed earlier this year by the Government of Sudan and the United Nations.

** Ethiopia
The United Nations will launch tomorrow, August 30, a humanitarian assessment mission in Ethiopia’s Somali Region.  The team will focus on assessing humanitarian needs of the population, in particular, the level of access to food, water, health and nutrition services, as well as the livelihood situation of populations in the areas of the region affected by the current security operations.  The assessment mission will also monitor the dispatches and distributions of emergency food aid to beneficiaries.  The mission includes staff from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), World Food Programme (WFP) and World Health Organization  (WHO) among others.  We have a press release on that upstairs. 

**Least Developed Countries
The United Nations High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, Cheikh Sidi Diarra, undertook his first official mission since assuming his functions.  In Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, he addressed a ministerial meeting of Landlocked Developing Countries on trade facilitation.  He said that high transport costs and other regulatory constraints were the greatest impediment to these countries’ trade competitiveness.  Diarra stressed the importance of regional cooperation in trade facilitation and said this would require political will, good governance as well as improved peace and security.  You can find more details in a press release on this upstairs. 

** Nepal WFP
Over in Nepal, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is urging all parties and individuals to provide unhindered access for WFP so that critical humanitarian assistance can be delivered to flood affected populations in a timely and safe manner.  WFP Country Representative, Richard Ragan, in a press statement today said, should WFP staff and trucks carrying humanitarian food aid continue to face challenges in movement and delivery of services to flood-affected populations, it will be forced to suspend these operations.

Despite receiving assurances from multiple parties to ensure the unhindered movement of WFP’s delivery of humanitarian food assistance for flood victims in the Terai region, WFP staff and trucks are still not being permitted to move along highways in Terai during strike periods.

** Peru UNFPA
On Peru, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is appealing for $850,000 in emergency funding to benefit up to 250,000 victims of the recent earthquake in Peru.  This call is part of a United Nations system-wide Flash Appeal of $37 million launched yesterday.  With these funds, UNFPA will assist the country in improving emergency reproductive health services and will help finalize a rapid assessment of local health services, particularly in isolated rural mountain villages.  The organization will also provide affected communities with reproductive health supplies and emergency birth kits. 

** Belize UNICEF
In Belize, UNICEF is expressing concern over the health of children and vulnerable people in the wake of Hurricane Dean, which affected 10 percent of the population of that country.  The agency reports that despite efforts, some communities have yet to receive the support needed.  Many people are using poor quality water, which can increase the risk of water-borne diseases and food is in short supply.  UNICEF is working with the World Food Programme (WFP) in the provision of food to 1,000 families for two months and is seeking additional support to address the ongoing lack of food and water, and shortage of medicines.  And we have a press release on that also upstairs.

** Democratic Republic of the Congo
And on the DR Congo, the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo reports that, as of yesterday, all national staff members who took part in the recent work stoppage have fully resumed work.  The Mission says that its leadership continues the discussions it began last week with the national staff representatives.  William Lacy Swing, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in the DRC, has reiterated his commitment to finding a comprehensive solution to the cause of the work stoppage, saying that the national staff is unquestionable one of the Mission’s key assets.  He appealed to them to continue to show up for work while negotiations proceed.  

Meanwhile, the Mission has held up its informal role of mediator between troops loyal to renegade General Laurent Nkunda and government soldiers in the northeastern provinces. The Mission is engaging both sides in dialogue to diffuse the tensions.  On Monday, Mission officials facilitated a meeting between the parties in the town of Mushake.

This is all I have for you.  Thank you very much.  Yes, Mark.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can you elaborate on what the UN is doing to find and exploit this underground lake in Darfur?

Spokesperson:  As the Secretary-General said yesterday, there are experts actually studying the situation, scientific experts, technical experts. 

Question:  What branch of the UN?

Spokesperson:  I’ll get more information for you.  They’re working on it.  We won’t get more information until they reach some form of conclusion.  

Question:  UN scientists?

Spokesperson:  UN.

Question:  Which organization?

Spokesperson:  Consultants.

Question:  Hired by whom?

Spokesperson:  By the UN.

Question:  Which UN?

Spokesperson:  I will check for you who is exactly the organizing sector at the UN.  Yes, Masood?

Question:  Michèle, the reason I wanted to ask a question on Iraq from the Secretary-General was because there was a United Nations report issued yesterday, which said that since the invasion, over 3,000,000 Iraqis have been displaced.  It did not give a figure on how many people were killed and I repeated earlier that independent organizations, especially from the United Kingdom, have said that at least 600,000 Iraqis have been killed since the invasion.  I wanted to say that situation is just as grave if not graver than what is in Sudan.  The reason why I wanted him to respond to that was, has he been able to grasp what a horrible situation exists in Iraq and what does he intend to do about it? 

Spokesperson:  Well, he’s certainly aware of it and as you know, the UN is engaged in Iraq.  We are considering having more staff in Iraq and this has been voted on by the Security Council, as you know.  In terms of the numbers, we don’t have specific confirmation of the numbers.  However, the situation is being followed very closely by the UN people on the ground.  

Question:  The figure that was given by the United Nations on the number of displaced, about 1,000,000 refugees are elsewhere in this world, not only in Iraq.  And 2,000,000 of them are still displaced there and the Iraqi Government has still not agreed to give figures as to how many people have been killed.

Spokesperson:  Well, we’re talking about two different things.  We’re talking about the fact that the UN used to report casualty figures.  We were getting these figures from the Iraqi authorities.  We’re not getting them any more and we still are not getting them.  In terms of the people displaced, as you know there are UN agencies who actually focus on the situation of refugees and displaced people.  So those numbers are from those agencies. 

Question:  Am I to understand that they have still not agreed to give you figures on how many people have been killed?

Spokesperson:  As far as I know, we don’t have those figures.  Yes, Edie.

Question:  Michèle, is there a readout on the Secretary-General’s meeting yesterday afternoon with the head of the ICC, Mr. Moreno-Ocampo?

Spokesperson:  The only thing I can tell you is that they discussed, of course, matters relevant to the Court, and they also discussed the fight against impunity.  And this was the main focus of their discussions. 

Question:  Did they discuss what the Secretary-General’s strategy will be in Sudan with regard to demands or not, as the case may be, for them to hand over indicted war criminals, including the Humanitarian Affairs State Minister?

Spokesperson:  I don’t know whether they discussed specifically those issues.  I think they did discuss more in general the fight against impunity.  But I can find out for you if there was specific reference to the two indicted people.  Yes, Tarhek.

Question:  Does Mr. Ban Ki-moon share the views of the Special Envoy to Kosovo, Mr. Ahtisaari, who expressed pessimism yesterday on this round of talks being held now in Vienna within the contact group over Kosovo’s status?   

Spokesperson:  Mr. Ahtisaari has made those remarks.  We take note of those remarks and Mr. Ahtisaari has of course been in contact with the Secretary-General on his own conclusions.  But this is an issue that Mr. Ahtisaari is following.  Yes, Matthew.

Question:  Two questions.  In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, there’s a court that sentenced to death these four people for the death of the radio copy, Sergimon Hashi.  So I guess I’m wondering, does the UN have any comment on this death sentence and whether it should be carried out?

Spokesperson:  At this point, it is a judicial process within the Congo itself.  As you know, the Secretary-General has already taken a position on the question of the death penalty.  We don’t have any specific reaction on that one decision by the Congolese court.

Question:  I wanted to ask about this meeting in Turin.  First, not whose going, all the individuals, but are the heads of funds and programmes going?

Spokesperson:  They are.

Question:  They are.  So it’s all, is it ASG and up?

Spokesperson:  Yes, ASGs and USGs.

Question:  About how many are going?

Spokesperson:  About 80 people.

Question:  And do you have any idea of the cost?

Spokesperson:  I don’t have any idea of the cost, but I know that most of the cost is covered by the Italian Government.

Question:  Okay, that’s good.  And this is a question I’ve asked before, about carbon offsetting.  Was any thought given to this before traveling.

Spokesperson:  Well, this is always an idea that is floating, as you know.  There has been no decision concerning this specific trip.  But carbon offsetting is one of the things they will study in the context of the climate change special meeting we’re going to be having on 24 September. 

Question:  Okay.  In his press conference yesterday, the Secretary-General, in response to the question about the hostages in Afghanistan, he said that he exerted all possible efforts and spoke with the President of Afghanistan.  Now with the release it’s being said this was done between the Republic of Korea Government and the Taliban, in direct face to face.  He said he couldn’t speak then.  What were these efforts?    

Spokesperson:  We cannot provide information on that.  I cannot provide that.

Question:  Did he speak with the Taliban?  I guess that’s my question.

Spokesperson:  He spoke to a number of people, I cannot tell you who, but it was a diplomatic effort that was a silent one, it was behind the scenes.  I’m not at liberty to discuss whom specifically he spoke to. 

Question:  Does the Secretary-General think that the new UN special representative for Iraq should speak Arabic?

Spokesperson:  I don’t know.  I assume so.

Question:  You assume so.

Spokesperson:  I don’t know.  At this point I don’t even know who is going to be the special representative.  Yes, Masood.

Question:  Michèle, the Secretary-General responded to a question about a UN official in Bangladesh, who has been accused of money mismanagement and laundering.  Is there an update on this official as yet?

Spokesperson:  No, we don’t have an update on that.

Question:  There was one point in time when it was pointed out and he said he will take some action.  I just wanted an update on that.  

Spokesperson:  No, we don’t have anything on that at this point.

Question:  I have a follow-up on that.  She was now convicted and given a sentence.  He had said at the time that her trial didn’t implicate her UN duties but that Bangladesh would respect her due process rights, etc.  Now that she’s been sentenced, is he satisfied with the process?

Spokesperson:  Well, the position still stands.  This is something that has nothing to do with her responsibilities, as far as we know.

Question:  I’m just saying, at the time he said it had nothing to do with it but he still expected x, y and z to happen.  So I’m just wondering, now that it’s now concluded and she’s sentenced to jail?

Spokesperson:  Well, this is an internal process which we cannot comment on.  Thank you very much.

* *** *
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