[image: image2.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday 1 August , 2007  
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News

· UN provides $230.000 aid to combat forest fires (Macfax Online)
· Cameroon: Children to Take Charge of Environment Issues (Cameroon Tribune)

· Environment, Sustainable Development And Globalisation:A Plea To Indian Legislatures (Countercurrents.org)

· Seek causes of conflict in poverty, population before political strife (China Daily)

· Naciones Unidas celebrará 20 años de Protocolo de Montreal para capa de ozono (UNION Radio)

Other Environment News
· U.N. climate change meeting aims at rich countries (Reuters)
· UN chief urges new climate change deal by 2009 (AFP)

· UN Rejects Big Kyoto Project in Equatorial Guinea (Reuters)

· SECRETARY-GENERAL SAYS CLIMATE CHANGE MERITS VERY HIGHEST ATTENTION; COMPREHENSIVE (UN News)
· Concrete action needed Indonesia to face global warming (Antara News)

· Indian state plants 10 million trees in one day (AFP)

· Rare species suffer as floods wash away young (The Independent)

· Electrical Fields Generate Health Problems (ENS)

· South Africa: Water Conference Highlights Transboundary Work (Bua News)

· MPs urge government to use incentives to boost water freight (The Guardian)

· Uganda Govt to Ban Re-Used Plastic Bottles (New Vision Kampala)

· Drought Hits 1.2 Million in Central China (Reuters)

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
· ROAP
· ROLAC
· RONA
Other UN News

· UN Daily News of 31 July 2007 
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 31 July 2007 
Macfax Online: UN provides $230.000 aid to combat forest fires

(Also featured on Focus News Bulgaria)

Skopje /31/07/ 14:00

UN Agencies present in Macedonia have taken immediate action in relation to the official assistance appeal by the Crisis Management Center to combat the fires blazing across the country.

United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has released the Emergency Cash grant in amount of $30.000. The grant is to be used for local purchase of items to assist the affected people by the recent disaster.

UNDP/Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (UNDP/BCPR) has allocated $ 100.000 to support the coordination of the government and the international community efforts to combat the fires and address the needs of the affected population. UNDP will also support the assessment of the situation, jointly with the government and other UN agencies and other partners. This includes protection equipment and transport for the personnel conducting the assessment and other kinds of similar equipment. In addition to the assessment, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) will provide a team of environmental damage experts to assess the ecological damage of the recent forest fires.

UNICEF is procuring emergency relief items for the most affected populations of Bair neighbourhood in Bitola municipality. Basic hygiene kits, water, blankets, bed sheets and towels will be distributed through the local Red Cross to all of the evacuees from this neighbourhood. In addition, $100,000 received from the Office of Emergency Programmes in New York Headquarter will be used to respond to the situation. This will include: four wheel drive vehicles to facilitate access to rural populations affected by the fires, cooling systems (air conditioners) for public health and social service institutions for children throughout the country and supplies to increase water coverage for the most affected populations - water dispensaries and water tablets. /end/

_____________________________________________________________________________

Cameroon Tribune: Cameroon: Children to Take Charge of Environment Issues

31 July 2007


Brenda Yufeh

Some 300 children from over 35 African countries and Norway are currently in Yaounde participating in the TUNZA-UNEP African Regional Children's Conference on the Environment. Organised by the Ministry of the Environment and Nature Protection and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the conference will prepare and build the capacity of children towards the World Children Summit on environment which will take place in June 2008 in Norway.

Opening the conference was the Representative of the Prime Minister, Jules Doret Ndongo, Secretary General at the Prime Minister's Office. While underscoring the enormous importance the government attaches in protecting the environment, Jules Doret Ndongo emphasised the role of children in any durable development. He said the conference is welcomed as it will help children know how to preserve the ecosystem through their activities.

Talking on the theme of the conference which is "Practice what you preach", Dr Strike Mkandla, a representative of UNEP said the theme is appropriate at this stage in the development of the world. According to Dr. Strike the theme is an important motto not just for children but for everybody as there are important adjustments required in the lifestyle of everybody towards environmental protection. Topics for discussion at the conference Centre around areas in which action is urgently needed to ameliorate the environment. Some of them include climate change and food security, forest and Bio-diversity, water and sanitation/waste management, dry lands and deserts.

Dr Strike Mkandla said the choice of Cameroon to organise the conference is no accident. Cameroon presences its magnificent forest cover and rich diversity of plants and animals as well as its commitment to plant 45 million trees under the UNEP Billion Tree Campaign. Also, Cameroon's partnership with Young Agenda 21 on environmental activities for children is also a laudable example. Thus, the conference is taking place in an environment that values the outcome of what African Children have come to deliberate on. During the conference, adults handed the management of the environment baton to young people who are already running and willing to take on the challenge to protect the environment.

For five days, the children will share their own experiences, encourage each other and above all make friends with other young people who share their commitment in protecting the environment. Apart from the many topics that will be handled at the conference, the children will engage in the planting of over 5000 trees in Yaounde.

________________________________________________________________________

Countercurrents.org :Environment, Sustainable Development And Globalisation:
A Plea To Indian Legislatures
By Dr.Zafar Mahfooz Nomani
31 July, 2007
The impact of globalization on environment and sustainable development needs to be continuously addressed in Indian context which profoundly remains in the transition. In spite of the potential of globalization to economic convergence it paved for an increase in inequality resulting in increased environmental impacts such as climate change, protection of the ozone layer, biodiversity and desertification. These international trade arrangements and environmental agreements contain very few provision for harmonizing trade and environment trade and development. The increasing tendency of tram national corporations to establish global standards for environmental performance enhances the contribution of FDI to sustainable development. The Commission on Sustainable Development urged creditor countries and international financial institutions to implement speedily the enhanced heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) initiative. It also urged HIPC countries to develop national poverty strategies in a participatory way so that debt relief would be linked with poverty eradication. The Agenda 21 refers to national sustainable development strategies as important mechanisms for enhancing and linking national capacity so as to bring together priorities in social, economic and environmental policies. National sustainable development strategies provide an opportunity to put into practice common principles of strategic planning for sustainable development. The substantial human and institutional resources required for the formulation of national sustainable development strategies may impose a burden on India. 

The United Nation’s Global Compact initiative, as a partnership between the United Nations, the business community, international, labour and civil society organizations commit to open markets while meeting the socio-economic needs of the world’s people and contributing to a more humane world. The main principles promoted by the Global Compact are taken from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Labour Organization’s fundamental principles on rights at work, and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development all of which enjoy universal political support and a strong international legal foundation. Understanding the links between globalization and sustainable development is essential to more integrated and strategically focused Indian legal policy making. It allows Governments, International organizations and other stakeholders in the development process to make proactive adjustments to changing conditions in the enabling environment for sustainable development at the national level and through international cooperation.

The new economic policies and the structural adjustment programme often predict environmental impact without accuracy because of the complex interplay of various economic, social, political and ecological factors. These are put into effect in an effort to meet India’s severe balance of payments crisis, and to propel its economy into quicker growth and global integration. A part from direct fiscal policies, the major components of the new package include boosting exports to earn foreign exchange, liberalizing industrial production, dropping barriers to the entry of foreign companies and goods expanding privatization and cutting government spending. The drastic nature of the NEP package has understandably underscored natural environment conventional economists advocates an exploitable resource, and sink into which the effluents of affluence can be thrown.

Indian companies are also squeezing natural resources at a faster pace for shrimp farming in most valuable brackish wetlands and lakes. Agri-business consortium has been proposed by the government, ostensibly to help small and marginal farmers, which is to give a boost to commercializing Indian agriculture to cater to expanding consumerist markets. In the new liberalized atmosphere, the environment departments in all states and at the centre are going to become everyone’s punching bag and will find it harder and harder to enforce their regulations. Industries have been cleared adjacent to a Marine National Park and protected areas of wildlife officials. The destructive potential of the liberalized economy justifiably identified tropical islands, rainforests, coral reefs and marine waters and genetic store houses.

World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in its report entitled “Global Challenge Global Opportunity” has identified water and sanitation, energy, agricultural productivity, biodiversity, and human health, as the moot point. UN Environment Programme (UNEP) believed that “A consumer lifestyle based on the desire for mobility, convenience and product disposability has undercut the further advancement of resource efficiency and waste reduction”. South Africa President Thabo Mbeki, that “a global human society based on poverty for many and prosperity for a few, characterized by islands of wealth surrounded by a sea of poverty, is unsustainable. The tragic result of this was the avoidable increase in human misery and ecological degradation, as seen in the growth of the gap between North and South. The international community needs to fight the global apartheid the elimination the global apartheid between rich and poor. 

The India today needs to usher in a season of transformation, a season of stewardship to make long overdue constitutional commitment to protection and improvement of environment and security of future generation. Government’s organizations and financing institutions need to use their resources effectively to improve their performance and to set up their cooperation, working as one to overcome hunger and to consolidate the primary role of sustainable agriculture and rural development in food and environmental security. Indian legislatures should rise to occasion and act in a manner that fundamentally changes the lives of the poor and instill confidence by implementation of laws and policies to usher a humane, equitable and environment friendly society.R

_____________________________________________________________________________

China Daily: Seek causes of conflict in poverty, population before political strife 

By Jeffrey D. Sachs 2007-8-1  
ANYONE interested in peacemaking, poverty reduction, and Africa's future should read the new United Nations Environment Program report Sudan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment. 

This may sound like a technical report on Sudan's environment, but it is much more. It is a vivid study of how the natural environment, poverty, and population growth can interact to provoke terrible human-made disasters like the violence in Darfur.

When a war erupts, most policymakers look for a political explanation and a political solution. This is understandable, but it misses a basic point. 

By understanding the role of geography, climate, and population growth in the conflict, we can find more realistic solutions than if we stick with politics alone.

Extreme poverty is a major cause, and predictor, of violence. The world's poorest places are much more likely to go to war than richer places. This is not only common sense, but has been verified by studies and statistical analyses. 

Extreme poverty has several effects on conflict.

First, it leads to desperation among parts of the population. Competing groups struggle to stay alive in the face of a shortage of food, water, pasture land, and other basic needs. 

Second, the government loses legitimacy and the support of its citizens. 

Third, the government may be captured by one faction or another, and then use violent means to suppress rivals.

Darfur, the poorest part of a very poor country, fits that dire pattern.

Livelihoods are supported by semi-nomadic livestock-rearing groups in the north and subsistence farmers in the south. 

It is far from ports and international trade, lacks basic infrastructure such as roads and electricity, and is extremely arid. 

Environment

In Darfur it has become even drier in recent decades because of a decline in rainfall, which is probably the result, at least in part, of man-made climate change, caused mostly by energy use in rich countries. 

Declining rainfall contributed directly or indirectly to crop failures, the encroachment of the desert into pasturelands, the decline of water and grassland for livestock, and massive deforestation. 

Rapid population growth - from around one million in 1920 to around seven million today - made all of this far more deadly by slashing living standards.

The result has been increasing conflict between pastoralists and farmers, and the migration of populations from the north to the south. 

While international diplomacy focused on peacekeeping and on humanitarian efforts to save the lives of displaced and desperate people, peace in Darfur can be neither achieved nor sustained until the underlying crises of poverty, environmental degradation, declining access to water, and chronic hunger are addressed. 

The only way to sustainable peace is through sustainable development. 

If we are to reduce the risk of war, we must help impoverished people everywhere, not only in Darfur, to meet their basic needs, protect their natural environments, and get onto the ladder of economic development. 

(The author is professor of economics and director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University. The views are his own. Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2007. www.project-syndicate.org.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

UNION Radio : Naciones Unidas celebrará 20 años de Protocolo de Montreal para capa de ozono 

 

EFE - 
El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente celebrará mañana los 20 años de la firma del Protocolo de Montreal para la protección de la capa de ozono, con el simposio "La Capa de Ozono y la Salud", se anunció hoy.

El encuentro estará encabezada por el secretario ejecutivo del Protocolo, Marco González, y la administradora de la Autoridad Nacional de Ambiente (ANAM) de Panamá, Liga Castro de Doens.

Hace dos décadas un grupo de 24 países firmaron el Protocolo que, entre otras cosas, compromete a los signatarios a reducir las casi 100 sustancias controladas por este tratado internacional.

Hoy, más de 190 países han ratificado el acuerdo.

El Protocolo de Montreal fue firmado el 16 de septiembre de 1987 y entró en vigor el 1 de junio de 1989. Desde entonces, ha sufrido cinco revisiones, la última en 1999, en Pekín.

La puesta en marcha del acuerdo internacional ha permitido eliminar alrededor del 95 por ciento de las sustancias que agotan la capa de ozono.

Además, ha evitado decenas de millones de muertes por cáncer y cientos de millones de casos de cáncer de cataratas a nivel mundial, según datos del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

La oficina regional del PNUMA, con sede en Panamá, organizadora del simposio, informó de que el Protocolo administra más de 2.000 millones de dólares, capital que permite transferir tecnologías destinadas a ayudar a 135 países en desarrollo para proteger la capa de ozono.

Se trabaja además en la eliminación de 25.000 millones de toneladas de dióxido de carbono, equivalente de gases de efecto invernadero, más de lo que se prevé que se reduzca en el marco del Protocolo de Kyoto durante su primer período.

Después del simposio, indicó el PNUMA en un comunicado, se celebrará la reunión de la Red de Oficiales de Ozono de América Latina y el Caribe.

====================================================================

Other Environment News

____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters:U.N. climate change meeting aims at rich countries 

By Deborah Zabarenko, Environment Correspondent Tue Jul 31, 5:03 PM ET 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - The first U.N. special session on climate change focused on the world's rich countries on Tuesday, as policy-makers urged long-standing polluters to shoulder much of the burden for cutting greenhouse gases. 

British economist Nicholas Stern said poor and developing countries also need to participate in a "global deal" to curb the human-made emissions that swaddle the planet like a blanket.

Stern, author of a path-breaking report last year on the economic consequences of climate change, said the global target for reducing greenhouse gases -- notably the carbon dioxide released by coal-fired electric plants and petroleum-powered vehicles -- should be a cut 50 percent by 2050.

"Because of reasons of past responsibility and better access to resources, the rich countries should take much bigger objectives than that 50 percent," he said. "They should be looking for around 75 percent cuts."

That responsibility could extend to financing cuts in emissions in other countries, said Stern, formerly head of the British government's economic service and now at the London School of Economics.

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown sounded a similar note in earlier remarks at the United Nations.

"We know that the gains from global prosperity have been disproportionately enjoyed by the people in industrialized countries and that the consequences of climate change will be disproportionately felt by the poorest who are least responsible for it -- making the issue of climate change one of justice as much as economic development," Brown said.

"HIGH ON RHETORIC ... LOW ON REAL ACTION"

"The rich world has to reduce emissions far more drastically than it has done so to date," said Sunita Narain, director of India's Center for Science and Environment. "The political leadership is very high on rhetoric but very low on real action when it comes to delivering the goods on climate change."

Global climate change has been blamed for droughts, floods, rising seas and more intense storms, and these cannot be explained by natural climate variability, John Holdren, an environmental scientist at Harvard University, told the gathering.

The United States, one of the world's biggest emitters of greenhouse gases, made no statement at Tuesday's sessions, and has repeatedly rejected firm targets for cutting greenhouse gas emissions, maintaining this would hurt the U.S. economy.

Instead, Washington has called for voluntary rather than mandatory emissions cuts.

President George W. Bush agreed with other leaders of the Group of Eight major industrialized nations in June to make "substantial" but unspecified reductions in climate-warming emissions and to negotiate a new global climate pact that would extend and broaden the Kyoto Protocol beyond 2012.

The two-day climate meeting at the United Nations, which concludes on Wednesday, is the first of its kind in substance and in style. The gathering is carbon-neutral, with all emissions from air travel and the operation of the U.N. Headquarters building in New York being offset by investment in a biomass fuel project in Kenya.

_____________________________________________________________________________

AFP:UN chief urges new climate change deal by 2009 

Tue Jul 31, 3:41 PM ET 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - UN chief Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday appealed to all countries to do their utmost to seal a new climate change deal by 2009 and have it in force by the time the Kyoto protocol expires in 2012. 

Addressing an informal General Assembly debate on the impact of climate change, Ban said: "All countries must do what they can to reach agreement by 2009, and to have it in force by the expiry of the current Kyoto protocol commitment period in 2012."

"We need a comprehensive agreement under the UNFCCC process that tackles climate change on all fronts, including adaptation, mitigation, clean technologies, deforestation and resource mobilization," he added.

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is the parent of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the landmark environmental treaty negotiated in Japan's ancient capital that mandates cuts in the gases blamed for global warming.

A conference on the Indonesian island of Bali in December is to thrash out a new treaty to limit greenhouse gases to take effect after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Last month, Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the United Nations' Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), hailed a call by Group of Eight leaders at their summit in Heiligendamm, Germany, for conclusion of global talks in 2009 in order to have a post-2012 climate change regime in place.

Ban, who has made action to roll back global warming a priority since taking office in January, told the meeting: "We cannot go on this way for long. We cannot continue with business as usual. The time has come for decisive action on a global scale."

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reported this year that the worlds temperature rose by 0.74 degrees C during the last century and that it is likely to rise 3.0 degrees C in this century unless measures are taken to reduce the rate of warming.

The two-day informal debate, bringing together prominent scientists, business leaders and UN officials, aims to prepare the ground for a high-level meeting called by Ban for next month on the sidelines of the General Assembly and for the Bali conference in December.

It features interactive panel discussions with climate change experts and a plenary debate with statements on national strategies and international commitments by UN member states.

Participants include Food and Agriculture Organization Director General Jacques Diouf as well as Chile's former president Ricardo Lagos and South Korean former foreign minister Han Seung-soo -- both of whom were named last May as Ban's special envoys for climate change.

The debate is being touted as "carbon neutral," meaning that emissions from air travel to bring experts to New York and the entire carbon-dioxide emissions of the UN headquarters will be offset by investment in a biomass fuel project in Kenya.

The fuel switch project in Kenya supports the use of agricultural waste instead of traditional fossil fuels to power a crude palm oil refinery, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions and creating new economic opportunities for local farmers.

"I hope this modest example will inspire similar initiatives in the future," said Haya Rashed al-Khalifa of Bahrain, the outgoing president of the General Assembly.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: UN Rejects Big Kyoto Project in Equatorial Guinea 
UK: August 1, 2007

LONDON - An emissions-cutting project in Equatorial Guinea has become by far the biggest yet to fail a United Nations approval process under the Kyoto Protocol on global warming. 

The project was meant to reduce flaring by turning natural gas into methanol. It failed to demonstrate that its proposed emissions cuts would not have happened anyway, regardless of Kyoto incentives. 
This is the twenty-sixth project to be rejected so far. 

The UN-backed Kyoto Protocol allows rich countries to meet emissions targets by funding clean energy projects in developing countries, for example to install wind power or destroy potent greenhouse gases. Such carbon trading has attracted criticism. One analyst has alleged fraud in India, and a UN official has acknowledged poor quality projects may have slipped through an approval process that lacked resources early on. Much criticism centres on whether projects are claiming carbon credits for emissions cuts that would have happened anyway. 

Project developers have to get approval from a UN judging panel called the CDM Executive Board. 

In its decision last Friday the Board said that the Equatorial Guinea project developer Atlantic Methanol Production Company (AMPCO) had failed to prove it begun work after January 2000, the starting point for Kyoto projects. 

The decision pleased environmental group WWF. 

"It's good, it's an example where the checks and balances of the Executive Board have worked in catching out projects which are less robust," said WWF's Keith Allott. 

"But there are over 1,600 projects in the pipeline and it's difficult to scrutinise them all. This one got caught because we and others spotted it and made a fuss." 

The project was meant to save some 2.3 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions annually, worth around 30 million euros (US$41.11 million), by turning natural gas into methanol, which can be used as a substitute for high-carbon gasoline. 

The private sector approver of the project proposal, Det Norske Veritas, was unavailable for comment. 

To date, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has issued more than 63 million Certified Emissions Reductions credits (CERs), each equivalent to the reduction of one tonne of carbon dioxide (CO2), and has registered 751 different projects in almost 50 developing countries. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
UN News: SECRETARY-GENERAL SAYS CLIMATE CHANGE MERITS VERY HIGHEST ATTENTION; COMPREHENSIVE

AGREEMENT UNDER UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION NEEDED ON ALL FRONTS BY 2009

Following is the text of the address by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to the General Assembly thematic debate on climate change, in New York, 31 July:

We meet at a time when climate change -- long on the international agenda -- is finally receiving the very highest attention that it merits.  We have all heard a lot about the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  They have unequivocally affirmed the warming of our climate system, and linked it directly to human activity.

The effects of these changes are already grave, and they are growing.  The Arctic is warming twice as fast as the global average.  The resultant melting threatens the region’s people and ecosystems, but it also imperils low-lying islands and coastal cities half a world away.  On the other hand, as glaciers retreat, water supplies are being put at risk.  And, for one third of the world’s population living in dry lands, especially those in Africa, changing weather patterns threaten to exacerbate desertification, drought and food insecurity.

We cannot go on this way for long.  We cannot continue with business as usual.  The time has come for decisive action on a global scale.

I am convinced that this challenge, and what we do about it, will define us, our era and, ultimately, our global legacy.  It is time for new thinking.  We all need to shoulder this responsibility, not just for ourselves, but for our children and their children.  Will succeeding generations have to ask why we failed to do the right thing, and left them to suffer the consequences?

My personal priority is to work with Member States to ensure that the UN plays its role to the full.  Indeed, I believe this is just the kind of global challenge that the UN is best suited to address.  I am gratified by the universal recognition that the UN climate process is the appropriate forum for negotiating future global action.

Now, we need a comprehensive agreement under the [United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)] process that tackles climate change on all fronts, including adaptation, mitigation, clean technologies, deforestation and resource mobilization.  All countries must do what they can to reach agreement by 2009, and to have it in force by the expiry of the current Kyoto Protocol commitment period in 2012.

To build on existing momentum, I am convening a high-level meeting on climate change in New York at the start of the new General Assembly session.  This week’s thematic debate can help lay the groundwork for the September session, and for the upcoming negotiations under the UN Framework Convention in December.  In particular your focus on national strategies and international commitments on the second day of this debate will provide the building blocks for the discussion of the global strategy that will take place at the highest political level on 24 September and at the operational level in Bali and beyond.

For my part, I will spare no effort to galvanize political will and catalyse joint action on this issue.  Let me, therefore, briefly describe some of my other initiatives in this area.

This year I have consulted various world leaders in an effort to build political momentum ahead of the Bali conference and the broader UNFCCC process.  To assist me in this endeavour, I have recently appointed three Special Envoys on Climate Change.  Mrs. [Gro Harlem] Brundtland, Mr. Han [Seung-soo] and Mr. [Ricardo] Lagos [Escobar] have kindly agreed to place their knowledge, experience and broad network of high-level contacts at my disposal for this undertaking.  You will hear directly from Mr. Lagos and Mr. Han tomorrow on the work they are doing.

In addition, I have also reached out to a wide range of local government representatives, including cities and regions around the world, civil society organizations, as well as the private sector.  For instance, this month’s Global Compact Leaders’ Summit focused on climate change, and the annual UN-NGO conference late this year will also focus on the same subject. 

Within the UN system, I am determined that all parts contribute to this monumental effort and support action by Member States, especially those that are most vulnerable.  A case in point is our increased support for action on adaptation, including the development of national adaptation programmes in developing countries and their integration into national strategies to achieve the MDGs.  Similarly, disaster risk reduction needs to be reflected in national development plans, as called for in the Hyogo Framework for Action.  And UN agencies are working together to build capacity for developing countries to take full advantage of the sustainable development opportunities offered by the Clean Development Mechanism.  Of course, such initiatives also require new and sustained funding sources

Finally, I am determined to minimize the UN system’s own carbon footprint, and to make this a climate-neutral organization.  To that end, I have launched a “Greening the UN” initiative.  I have invited all heads of agencies and other UN bodies to work with me on a comprehensive plan covering our worldwide premises and operations.  I will report on this in detail in the near future.

Of course, our Organization ultimately looks to you, our Member States, for direction and guidance on an issue of such consequence.  I am delighted that you chose to have this debate, and I look forward to hearing your views, as well as those of the invited experts.  Together, we can -- and must -- take decisive measures this year to address the climate change threat head-on. 

In that spirit, let me wish you a very informative and productive session.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Antara News:Concrete action needed Indonesia to face global warming


Yogyakarta (ANTARA News) - The global warming issue in Indonesia needs to be followed up by immediate and concrete action to tackle it, an environment ministry official said. 

Many simple things could be done to tackle global warming but unfortunately people in Indonesia still lacked serious concern about the problem, Arif Yuwono, secrtary to the Environment Minister said at a workship on glabal warming here Monday. 

"Indonesian people seem to be indifferent about environmental issues, including global warming, because their mind is preoccupied by politics and entertainment," Arif said.

He said there were many ways in which people could actively participate in protecting their own neighborhoods and reduce the dangers of global warming.

"Pollution in Indonesia`s major cities has become inevitable because of motor vehicles` emssions but if the people are willing to walk or use bicycles to go from one place to another, gas emissions can be reduced," he said.

Another way of reducing global warming, according to Arif, was to turn off lights that were not needed, and to grow plants actively because trees could reduce pollution.

Arif said global warming would have a negative impact on all aspects of life, not only on the life of human beings but also on that of plants and thus on agriculture. 

"It is high time for Indonesian people to show more concern about the environment and make efforts to ovecome the effects of global warming which have lately already begun to become manifest," he said.(*)

_____________________________________________________________________________

AFP:Indian state plants 10 million trees in one day 

Tue Jul 31, 2:30 PM ET 

LUCKNOW, India (AFP) - India's most populous state planted more than 10 million trees in a single day Tuesday as part of an environmental awareness drive, authorities said. 

Farmers and students were mobilised to plant the record number of trees across the northern state of Uttar Pradesh, home to 160 million people.

"In fact, we have overshot the target," said state forestry chief V.N. Garg in the capital Lucknow, adding nearly 10.5 million saplings had been planted.

The official said the planting was being sent to the Guinness Book of records for a possible mention.

"The sites can also be seen on Google Earth and the detailed reports (on plantation figures) are being sent to the office of the Guinness book of world records," Garg said.

Less than a tenth of the state's landmass is under forest cover, compared to the national average of 23 percent.

Garg said thousands of farmers and students planted 60 percent of the trees, with the Uttar Pradesh forestry department accounting for the rest.

India's record was previously held by the southern state of Tamil Nadu, where more than 850,000 trees were planted in one day in 2006.

________________________________________________________________________

The Independent:Rare species suffer as floods wash away young 

By Michael McCarthy and Jerome Taylor 

Published: 31 July 2007 

Britain's wildlife has suffered severely alongside the human victims of our record wet summer and its floods. Some of our best-loved creatures, including the endangered grey partridge, have lost their young and their habitat has been destroyed. 

From wading birds and water voles to the spectacular swallowtail butterfly, the wettest summer since records began has had devastating consequences.

The grey partridge, a medium-sized gamebird with a distinct orange face, has been hit particularly hard, according to the Game Conservancy Trust.

"The wet summer has been a total wash-out for young partridge chicks struggling for survival and urgent conservation action needs to be taken by all those with a responsibility for managing the British countryside," said Nick Sotherton, head of research at the trust. The grey partridge had already suffered an 86 per cent decline in the past 30 years and was on the brink of extinction in many areas.

Even foreign species have fallen victim. The purple heron, which breeds in southern Europe, was thought to be making a first British nesting attempt at Minsmere RSPB reserve in Suffolk. But a flash flood which swept away the nests of several bitterns is thought to have foiled the purple herons' breeding attempt.

"Purple herons are fantastic birds, one of the more charismatic members of the heron family, and certainly one of the most beautiful," said the RSPB's Graham Madge. "This would have been a new species nesting in Britain and we are extremely disappointed."

The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve at Coombe Hill in the Severn Vale supports many pairs of ground-nesting birds such as lapwings, redshanks and skylarks. But all young birds which were not able to fly before the floods arrived are believed to have perished.

Elsewhere in Gloucestershire, the chicks of many "low scrub nesters", such as chiffchaffs, willow warblers, sedge warblers and reed buntings, have drowned. The adults can escape the rising waters in the higher regions of hedgerows, but unfledged young will almost certainly have been washed away.

Other flood victims will be small mammals such as voles and mice, and this will affect the survival of predators such as the barn owl, which rely on them for food.

In the Vale of Berkeley, wardens from the trust expect the nesting burrows of water voles - Britain's rarest mammal - will have been inundated. Adults were probably able to swim to higher ground, but probably without their young.

Habitats are suffering too. The Gloucestershire trust reports: "There could also be disastrous consequences for habitats such as hay meadows, as the hay crop will be uncuttable. The annual hay cut allows things to grow later in the season, so failure now means wild flowers that normally grow up through in the late summer could have their growth 'strangled' by the mass of rotting uncut hay grass. This in turn will have a knock-on effect for the insects that rely on wild flowers for nectar."

One of the most significant effects of the floods is the damage to Britain's only breeding population of the swallowtail butterfly, in the Norfolk Broads. The flooding has reduced growth of the insects' specialised food plant, milk parsley, and the number of caterpillars has crashed. The swallowtail overwinters as a pupa, and this means that next spring far fewer adult swallowtail butterflies may appear.

There have been few winners. But at Saltfleetby and Theddlethorpe Dunes in Lincolnshire, natterjack toads have produced more strings of spawn than in the past 30 years.

Animals under threat
* GREY PARTRIDGE:

Found throughout England and southern Scotland, the grey partridge is a ground bird and vulnerable in heavy floods. Already considered endangered its numbers have fallen by 86 per cent in the last 30 years.

* WATER VOLE

Often mistaken for a common rat, the water vole is the UK's rarest mammal. Their river-bank homes are especially vulnerable . They were once widespread but have suffered a significant decline over the past few decades.

* PURPLE HERON

Slightly smaller than the UK's grey heron, the purple heron is usually found throughout Africa and Asia. Some populations are migrational and head for Europe in the summer and small numbers have recently chosen the UK for breeding. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

ENS:Electrical Fields Generate Health Problems 

LONDON, UK, July 31, 2007 (ENS) - Electrical fields generated by everyday electrical equipment such as computers, and excess static electricity created by many modern materials, could be bad for your health, according to new research published by scientists at the Imperial College London. The study found such risks are far higher than previously thought, but simple actions can be taken in home, office and hospital to help reduce them. 

The study, published in the August issue of the journal "Atmospheric Environment," indicates that prolonged exposure to the electrical fields generated in everyday indoor environments may cause increased risk of respiratory diseases and infection from small airborne particles such as allergens, bacteria and viruses. 

Keith Jamieson of Imperial's Centre for Environmental Policy, lead author of the paper, says, "Many of the factors that can cause high electric fields and increased deposition and contamination are often found in hospital ward environments and in buildings where incidents of sick building syndrome are noted.

Electrical fields also have been shown by the authors to "significantly reduce" localized concentrations of charged molecular oxygen, a type of small air ion, that enhances biological functioning and kills harmful microbes. 

Over 90 percent of airborne particles are in the size range which is affected by these electrical fields - less than one micron in size, 80 times smaller than a human hair. 

While they can remain airborne almost indefinitely, the deposit of these tiny particles in people's lungs and on their skin can be greatly increased by electric field effects, particularly when they are close to oppositely charged surfaces, the study found. 

The deposit of these particles in the lungs can be increased as a result of the electrostatic charge they hold. This causes "mirror" charges of opposite polarity to be induced on the neutral surface of the respiratory tract, the scientists said. 

Electric field levels can also vary with the humidity levels of indoor air. Levels below 20-30 percent humidity cause marked increases in the level of electrical fields that can be generated, increasing incidents of particle deposition in people's lungs and on their skin, resulting in infections. 

Temporary incidents of excess charge, which occur through frictional charging of materials - such as when a hospital worker makes up a patient's bed - can further increase likelihood of contamination.

Increased deposition of these particles increases the toxic load that the body has to deal with, raising the risk of contamination, bacterial infection and incidence of conditions such as asthma. 

Surface contamination can prove harder to remove, as particles' deposition speeds are increased under high fields, making them stick harder to the surfaces they land on. 

But Jamieson says there are a number of simple actions to take at work and at home that can help reduce the toxic load our bodies have to deal with and the risk of illness and infection being transmitted in this way. 

"In the case of electrical equipment, particularly laptops, ensuring they are earthed [grounded] can often greatly reduce fields," he said. 

"In terms of the electrostatic charge generated by people themselves," he advises, "careful selection of materials and humidity levels can significantly reduce problems as can balanced bipolar air ionization." 

"Trying to avoid spending time in areas where high fields are created, and unplugging electrical equipment when not in use, are also good options." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Bua News: South Africa: Water Conference Highlights Transboundary Work

31 July 2007


Shaun Benton
Cape Town

The International Water Conference, organised by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), has highlighted the importance of working across state boundaries for a greater end.

Opening the four-day conference on Tuesday in Cape Town, Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Marthinus van Schalkwyk said: "The success of international water programmes and projects must lie in the ability of the implementers to work across state boundaries with various configurations of government agencies and portfolios."

With over 350 delegates from 135 countries attending, the conference is also an opportunity for delegates to "allow lessons learned across continents to be crystallised into universal good practice", the minister said.

The GEF - which itself held a major assembly in Cape Town last August, where it raised over $3 billion - is the largest funder in the world of projects to improve the global environment through sustainable development initiatives.

At the GEF's Fourth Biennial International Waters Conference, delegates gathered to discuss pressing environmental issues ranging from concepts around coral reef restoration to international partnerships to protect marine environments.

The GEF and its leading implementing agency, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), have been providing support to over 100 countries in working together to identify and address transboundary environmental issues around water resources for the past 15 years.

Together, the UNDP and the GEF provide about $200 million in grant funding, while leveraging a further $470 million in co-financing arrangements, with the largest package of about $62 million being spent on strategic programmes around depleted fisheries.

Other GEF-UNDP strategic programmes focus on nutrient overenrichment, conflicting water uses, reducing "persistent toxic substances" as well as learning programmes.

Africa gets the lion's share of GEF-UNDP regional spending in its international waters portfolio, with $98.53 million - out of a total of $340.64 - while $18.51 million goes to the Latin America and Caribbean region.

South Africa alone has a coastline that stretches over 3 000 kilometres, with an array of interlinking marine ecosystems that are not limited to its borders.

This has led to the country entering into multilateral arrangements such as the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem, one of richest and most productive marine ecosystems on earth, linking South Africa, Namibia and Angola.

Delegates at the GEF conference included specialists from the United Nations Environment Programme, UNESCO, the organisation of American States, the World Bank, research centres and government agencies.

In his address, Mr Van Schalkwyk said that developing countries are acknowledging that the environment "must be managed at the appropriate scales if we are going to have a measure of success that stands the test of time".

Also of importance - perhaps especially for developing nations - is an understanding, he said, of the socio-economic impacts in managing ecosystems.

"With each coastal state exercising its right to use the ocean services at its disposal, we must acknowledge that there are threshold limits that exist at the ecosystem scale," the minister said.

Mr Van Schalkwyk added: "The true value of international waters programmes, like those facilitated through the GEF, is that they engage management agencies on these large-scale limits.

"These programmes encourage states to look at environmental impacts and influences outside their jurisdictional boundaries and across ecosystem scales."

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian : MPs urge government to use incentives to boost water freight



Tania Branigan, political correspondent
Tuesday July 31, 2007

The government should consider introducing financial incentives for businesses to move freight by water rather than road or rail, a committee of MPs urges today.

Just 1% of domestic freight is transported on canals and rivers, despite the fact that carbon dioxide emissions from coastal and inland shipping are 80% lower than those from road haulage, a report from the environment, food and rural affairs select committee says.

It notes that in 2000 British Waterways promised to double the amount carried by water by 2010. But by 2005 the amount had actually fallen, from 4.3m tonnes to 3.4m tonnes. The agency argued it was uneconomic to transport goods by water and warned it would create extra costs.

The report into British Waterways calls on the government to review the opportunities for increasing freight by water and suggests a carbon credit scheme to help.

It warns that the government was asking the agency to generate more income, yet expecting it to promote a generally unprofitable activity. "If the government is serious about transferring more freight on to the waterways, companies themselves require further financial incentives to make this move," the MPs add.

They also warn they are "extremely concerned" about British Waterways forecasts that its grant would be cut by 5% in real terms over the next three years. The agency said that would be "a disaster".

But ministers insist the agency's income over a decade is higher than its estimates because of strong commercial earnings and grants paid up to 2007. The committee calls for the National Audit Office to review the conflicting claims.

________________________________________________________________________

New Vision Kampala: Uganda Govt to Ban Re-Used Plastic Bottles

31 July 2007
Anne Mugisa and Yasin Kintu
Kampala

THE Ministry of Health has asked the Uganda National Bureau of Standards (UNBS) to ban the re-use of plastic bottles, arguing that they are toxic.

"These bottles must be banned like the buveera (polythene bags) because they are a big health risk," the Minister of Health, Dr. Stephen Malinga, said at a press conference at the ministry headquarters in Kampala yesterday.

The Director General of Health Services, Dr. Sam Zaramba, added: "We are going to follow up with the UNBS until the bottles are banned."

The New Vision reported on Monday that refilling plastic bottles with alcoholic or acidic fluids causes a chemical reaction which makes the content poisonous.

Kampala vendors sell fruit juice, millet porridge (bushera), medicinal herbs and local brew in used plastic bottles.

The paper quoted an expert, Alex Byarugaba, as saying: "If the bottle was meant to have plain water and you put there an acidic juice or alcohol, there is a chemical reaction. This gives off dioxin, which can cause cancer in the long run."

The refilling exercise also contaminates the content with millions of micro-bacteria, Byarugaba said.

On the dangers of buveera, the minister said using them to cover food produced toxins which could affect the lungs and cause other types of cancer.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Drought Hits 1.2 Million in Central China 

CHINA: August 1, 2007

BEIJING - More than 1.2 million people in the central Chinese province of Hunan are facing a "water crisis" after four weeks of drought and high temperatures, which are also straining power generating capacity, state media said on Tuesday. 

Hunan has received 25 percent less rain than normal and about half of its 2 million water storage facilities are half-empty, while 859 reservoirs have dried up, the official Xinhua news agency said. 
"The provincial capital, Changsha, has suspended power generation at all local hydropower stations to save water for drought relief," it added. 

Changsha and three other cities in the province have started to seed clouds to try and force artificial rain, the report said. 

The provincial meteorological bureau expects the heat to get worse before there is any substantial rain, with temperatures of up to 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) for most of August, it added. 

Neighbouring Jiangxi province is also suffering from drought, even as other parts of China have been deluged with rain and floods that have killed around 700 people so far this year. 

Storms in northern Shanxi province have killed 20 people and destroyed more than 4,000 homes, Xinhua added. 

In one county in the south of the province, it rained for 36 hours non-stop starting from Saturday evening, it said. 

The rain is expected to continue into the weekend, the report said. 
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General Environment News

Cameroon: Children to Take Charge of Environment Issues

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Some 300 children from over 35 African countries and Norway are currently in Yaoundé participating in the TUNZA-UNEP African Regional Children's Conference on the Environment. Organised by the Ministry of the Environment and Nature Protection and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the conference will prepare and build the capacity of children towards the World Children Summit on environment which will take place in June 2008 in Norway. Opening the conference was the Representative of the Prime Minister, Jules Doret Ndongo, Secretary General at the Prime Minister's Office. While underscoring the enormous importance the government attaches in protecting the environment, Jules Doret Ndongo emphasised the role of children in any durable development. He said the conference is welcomed as it will help children know how to preserve the ecosystem through their activities. Talking on the theme of the conference which is "Practice what you preach", Dr Strike Mkandla, a representative of UNEP said the theme is appropriate at this stage in the development of the world. According to Dr. Strike the theme is an important motto not just for children but for everybody as there are important adjustments required in the lifestyle of everybody towards environmental protection. Topics for discussion at the conference Centre around areas in which action is urgently needed to ameliorate the environment. Some of them include climate change and food security, forest and Bio-diversity, water and sanitation/waste management, dry lands and deserts.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200707310644.html
Ethiopia: Council Plants 400 Mln More Trees

Daily Monitor (Addis Ababa): The National Millennium Council disclosed on Sunday that it has so far planted about 460 million indigenous trees through out the country, 400 million more than it planed to. The council had originally planed to plant 60 million trees until the end of June. But with active the active participation of the people in the campaign, this remarkable achievement was made possible, has been obtained, Seyoum Bereded, director of the National Millennium council said speaking at the Addis Ababa Millennium Secretariat board meeting held at the Municipality, Regional wise, Amhara planted 213 million, the highest number of trees planted followed by Oromia, which planted 196 million trees. Southern Nations Nationals and Peoples planted 22 million trees and Tigray 20 million trees; according to the director. The Director on the other hand disclosed that thousands of trees have withered in Afar and Harari regions "due to hostile weather conditions in the case of Harari, and water shortage in Afar region.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200707310519.html
Angola: Environmental Education Training for Lecturers Ends Today

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The training course for lecturers of environment education, started on July 18, at Futungo II Tourism Complex, here, under the Urban and Environment Ministry, ends this Tuesday afternoon.

The upgrading course counted on the participation of 60 technicians from various Ministries. The course is part of a project aimed at strengthening environmental education in the country, a result of a bilateral agreement between Angola and Brazil signed in May 2006, during Environment Ministers meeting of the Portuguese Speaking Countries Community (CPLP), held in Brazília city. For fifteen days, subjects such as formal and non formal environment education, environmental rights, youths and the environment were discussed at the course, including a public consultation on the elaboration of a national environment education programme. http://allafrica.com/stories/200707310938.html
Gambia: NEA Holds Validation Workshop

FOROYAA Newspaper (Serrekunda): The National Environment Agency yesterday organised a validation workshop on the Environmental and Social Management Plan. The workshop focused on "the Farmer Managed Rice Irrigation Project". The workshop was held at the Tango Conference Hall. According to Momodou B. Sarr, the Executive Director of the National Environment Agency, the aforesaid project is aimed at increasing rice production and incomes of "rice farmers" using low cost tidal irrigation schemes. "With a project area of 1186 hectares, the project will depend on the freshwater from the River Gambia. Unlike the previous irrigation scheme which required capital investment in pump irrigation systems, this project would easily be managed by the farmers themselves on a sustainable basis even after the end of the current project due to the low level of technology being applied," Sarr remarked.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200707311043.html
Tanzania: Illegal Logging - Dar Now Sending Team to 'Buyer' Countries

East African (Nairobi): The Tanzanian Revenue Authority is to send a team of experts to "beneficiary" countries China, India, Hong Kong, United Arab Emirates and Singapore to solicit their co-operation in stopping illegal logging.

A recent report by Traffic International says that Tanzania that loses an estimated $58 million annually in timber revenue due to poor governance and rampant corruption in the forestry sector. TRA Director for Taxpayer Services and Education Protas Mmanda told The EastAfrican that the Authority's Commissioner General would lead the team of experts to the countries to work. The report, Forestry, governance and national development: Lessons learned from a logging boom in southern Tanzania, documented alarming levels of corruption, illegal logging and exports of forest products from Tanzania. http://allafrica.com/stories/200707310605.html
South Africa: Water Conference Highlights Transboundary Work

BuaNews (Tshwane): The International Water Conference, organised by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), has highlighted the importance of working across state boundaries for a greater end. Opening the four-day conference on Tuesday in Cape Town, Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Marthinus van Schalkwyk said: "The success of international water programmes and projects must lie in the ability of the implementers to work across state boundaries with various configurations of government agencies and portfolios." With over 350 delegates from 135 countries attending, the conference is also an opportunity for delegates to "allow lessons learned across continents to be crystallised into universal good practice", the minister said. The GEF - which itself held a major assembly in Cape Town last August, where it raised over $3 billion - is the largest funder in the world of projects to improve the global environment through sustainable development initiatives. http://allafrica.com/stories/200707310656.html
Uganda: World Bank Snubs Environmentalists' Calls to Delay Bujagali Power Project

New Vision (Kampala): The World Bank has fended off calls by environmentalists to delay the construction of the 250 mega watts Bujagali power dam. The bank, one of the world's largest sources of development assistance, also reiterated its commitment to the project. "The World Bank management remains committed to the successful implementation of this project including the appropriate application of the relevant environmental and social safeguards," Michel Wormser, the bank's sector director for sustainable development department for Africa region, wrote. "The project is critical to Uganda's economic development and we will continue to work with the Government to ensure that this project meets high standards." The bank was responding to fresh concerns raised by the National Association for Professional Environmentalists (NAPE) and the International River Network, the local environmental lobby groups.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200708010029.html
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UNEP or UN in the news

Lucknow Newsline, India : State’s just got greener 

1 crore saplings planted across UP 

Express News Service 

Lucknow, July 31 The state’s green cover got richer by 1 crore saplings on Tuesday. As part of the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) mission to grow 1,000 crore trees this year, the forest department carried out the plantation drive throughout the state, barring the flood affected districts. The department opened up its contingency sites in southern and western UP which managed to support the loss. 

In all, 9,320 sites were chosen for the task. Congress president Sonia Gandhi contributed to the mission by planting a sapling at the ITI campus in Rae Bareli, her constituency, while Chief Minister Mayawati kick-started the campaign by planting a neem sapling at her residence. Various ministers, too, planted saplings at different places across the state. Minister for Horticulture Narain Singh planted a sapling at the government garden at Alambagh. 

By planting 1 crore saplings, the state contributed to more than 50 per cent of the country’s target of 1.21 crore saplings, department officials said. 

In the first-of-its-kind public-private partnership effort, the department planted around 27,51,459 saplings at 852 sites. Other contributions included farmers, other government departments, educational institutes and other institutions. 

The site chosen in Lucknow for the drive was Pipra Ghat on the banks of Gomti in Lucknow Cantonment. Present on the occasion were Chief Secretary Prashant Kumar Mishra, Agriculture Production Commissioner, Principal Secretary Horticulture V N Garg, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests B K Patnaik, Chief Conservator of Forests Mohammad Ahsan, Additional Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) Roopak Dey, observer for Lucknow and Director, Lucknow Zoo, Eva Sharma, and many eminent citizens besides hundreds of schoolchildren. 

Garg said the state’s existing green cover is barely 9 per cent, whereas the national target is around 33 per cent. “What we did on Tuesday is not close to even 1 per cent. We will continue with our efforts. We cannot have a similar drive this year but will surely have many in the coming years,” he added. 

http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=248564 

……………………………………

Shanghai Daily : Seek causes of conflict in poverty, population before political strife 

By Jeffrey D. Sachs 2007-8-1   

ANYONE interested in peacemaking, poverty reduction, and Africa's future should read the new United Nations Environment Program report Sudan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment. 

This may sound like a technical report on Sudan's environment, but it is much more. It is a vivid study of how the natural environment, poverty, and population growth can interact to provoke terrible human-made disasters like the violence in Darfur.

When a war erupts, most policymakers look for a political explanation and a political solution. This is understandable, but it misses a basic point. 

By understanding the role of geography, climate, and population growth in the conflict, we can find more realistic solutions than if we stick with politics alone.

Extreme poverty is a major cause, and predictor, of violence. The world's poorest places are much more likely to go to war than richer places. This is not only common sense, but has been verified by studies and statistical analyses. 

Extreme poverty has several effects on conflict.

First, it leads to desperation among parts of the population. Competing groups struggle to stay alive in the face of a shortage of food, water, pasture land, and other basic needs. 

Second, the government loses legitimacy and the support of its citizens. 

Third, the government may be captured by one faction or another, and then use violent means to suppress rivals.

Darfur, the poorest part of a very poor country, fits that dire pattern.

Livelihoods are supported by semi-nomadic livestock-rearing groups in the north and subsistence farmers in the south. 

It is far from ports and international trade, lacks basic infrastructure such as roads and electricity, and is extremely arid. 

Environment

In Darfur it has become even drier in recent decades because of a decline in rainfall, which is probably the result, at least in part, of man-made climate change, caused mostly by energy use in rich countries. 

Declining rainfall contributed directly or indirectly to crop failures, the encroachment of the desert into pasturelands, the decline of water and grassland for livestock, and massive deforestation. 

Rapid population growth - from around one million in 1920 to around seven million today - made all of this far more deadly by slashing living standards.

The result has been increasing conflict between pastoralists and farmers, and the migration of populations from the north to the south. 

While international diplomacy focused on peacekeeping and on humanitarian efforts to save the lives of displaced and desperate people, peace in Darfur can be neither achieved nor sustained until the underlying crises of poverty, environmental degradation, declining access to water, and chronic hunger are addressed. 

The only way to sustainable peace is through sustainable development. 

If we are to reduce the risk of war, we must help impoverished people everywhere, not only in Darfur, to meet their basic needs, protect their natural environments, and get onto the ladder of economic development. 

(The author is professor of economics and director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University. The views are his own. Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2007. www.project-syndicate.org.)

http://www.shanghaidaily.com/sp/article/2007/200708/20070801/article_325515.htm
……………………………………………

Nepali Times, Nepal: A conflict environment

Darfur proves the link between ecology and war

Anyone interested in peacemaking and poverty reduction should read the new United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report Sudan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment.

This is not just a technical report on Sudan’s environment, but a vivid study of how the natural environment, poverty, and population growth can interact to provoke terrible human-made disasters like the violence in Darfur. 

When a war erupts, as in Darfur, policymakers look for political explanations and solutions. This is understandable, but misses a basic point. By understanding the role of geography, climate, and population growth in the conflict, we can find more realistic solutions than if we stick with politics alone. 

Extreme poverty is a major cause, and predictor, of violence. This is not only common sense, but has been verified by studies and statistical analyses. UNEP says, “There is a very strong link between land degradation, desertification, and conflict in Darfur.” 

Extreme poverty has several effects on conflict. First, desperation among parts of the population—competing groups struggle to stay alive in the face of a shortage of food, water, pasture land, and other basic needs. Second, the government loses legitimacy and citizens’ support. Third, the government may be captured by one faction or another, and use violent means to suppress rivals. 

Darfur, the poorest part of a very poor country, fits that dire pattern. Livelihoods are supported by semi-nomadic livestock-rearing in the north and subsistence farming in the south. It is far from ports and international trade, lacks basic infrastructure such as roads and electricity, and is extremely arid. It has become even drier in recent decades due to a decline in rainfall, probably at least partly the result of manmade climate change, caused mostly by energy use in rich countries. 

Declining rainfall contributed directly or indirectly to crop failures, the encroachment of the desert into pasturelands, the decline of water and grassland for livestock, and massive deforestation. Rapid population growth—from around one million in 1920 to around seven million today—made all this far more deadly by slashing living standards. 

The result has been increasing conflict between pastoralists and farmers, and the migration of populations from the north to the south. After years of simmering conflicts, clashes broke out in 2003 between rival ethnic and political groups, and between Darfur rebels and the national government, which has supported brutal militias in “scorched earth” policies, leading to massive death and displacement. 

While international diplomacy focused on peacekeeping and humanitarian efforts to save displaced, desperate people, peace in Darfur cannot be achieved until the underlying crises of poverty, environmental degradation, declining access to water, and chronic hunger are addressed. Soldiers will not pacify hungry, impoverished people. 

Peace here can only be sustained with improved access to food, water, healthcare, schools, economic development, and income-generating livelihoods. People and livestock need assured water supplies. In some areas, this can be through boreholes that tap underground aquifers. In other areas, rivers or seasonal surface runoff can be used for irrigation. Elsewhere, longer-distance water pipelines might be needed. The world community will have to help pay for this, since Sudan is too poor to do so. 

With outside help, Darfur could increase the productivity of its livestock through improved breeds, veterinary care, collection of fodder, and other strategies. A meat industry could be developed for Darfur’s pastoralists to multiply their incomes by selling whole animals, meat products, processed goods (like leather), dairy products, and more. 

Social services—healthcare and disease control, education, and adult literacy programs—must also be promoted. Living standards could improve significantly and rapidly through low-cost targeted investments in malaria control, school feeding programs, rainwater harvesting for drinking water, mobile health clinics, and boreholes for livestock and irrigation in appropriate locations. 

The only way to sustainable peace is through sustainable development. To reduce the risk of war, we must help impoverished people everywhere meet their basic needs, protect their natural environments, and get onto the ladder of economic development. 

Jeffrey Sachs is professor of economics and director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University. 

http://www.nepalitimes.com/issue/359/GuestColumn/13793 

..........................................................

CounterCurrents.org, India : Environment, Sustainable Development And Globalisation: A Plea To Indian Legislatures

By Dr.Zafar Mahfooz Nomani, 31 July, 2007, Countercurrents.org

The impact of globalization on environment and sustainable development needs to be continuously addressed in Indian context which profoundly remains in the transition. In spite of the potential of globalization to economic convergence it paved for an increase in inequality resulting in increased environmental impacts such as climate change, protection of the ozone layer, biodiversity and desertification. These international trade arrangements and environmental agreements contain very few provision for harmonizing trade and environment trade and development. The increasing tendency of tram national corporations to establish global standards for environmental performance enhances the contribution of FDI to sustainable development. The Commission on Sustainable Development urged creditor countries and international financial institutions to implement speedily the enhanced heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) initiative. It also urged HIPC countries to develop national poverty strategies in a participatory way so that debt relief would be linked with poverty eradication. The Agenda 21 refers to national sustainable development strategies as important mechanisms for enhancing and linking national capacity so as to bring together priorities in social, economic and environmental policies. National sustainable development strategies provide an opportunity to put into practice common principles of strategic planning for sustainable development. The substantial human and institutional resources required for the formulation of national sustainable development strategies may impose a burden on India. 

The United Nation’s Global Compact initiative, as a partnership between the United Nations, the business community, international, labour and civil society organizations commit to open markets while meeting the socio-economic needs of the world’s people and contributing to a more humane world. The main principles promoted by the Global Compact are taken from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Labour Organization’s fundamental principles on rights at work, and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development all of which enjoy universal political support and a strong international legal foundation. Understanding the links between globalization and sustainable development is essential to more integrated and strategically focused Indian legal policy making. It allows Governments, International organizations and other stakeholders in the development process to make proactive adjustments to changing conditions in the enabling environment for sustainable development at the national level and through international cooperation.

The new economic policies and the structural adjustment programme often predict environmental impact without accuracy because of the complex interplay of various economic, social, political and ecological factors. These are put into effect in an effort to meet India’s severe balance of payments crisis, and to propel its economy into quicker growth and global integration. A part from direct fiscal policies, the major components of the new package include boosting exports to earn foreign exchange, liberalizing industrial production, dropping barriers to the entry of foreign companies and goods expanding privatization and cutting government spending. The drastic nature of the NEP package has understandably underscored natural environment conventional economists advocates an exploitable resource, and sink into which the effluents of affluence can be thrown.

Indian companies are also squeezing natural resources at a faster pace for shrimp farming in most valuable brackish wetlands and lakes. Agri-business consortium has been proposed by the government, ostensibly to help small and marginal farmers, which is to give a boost to commercializing Indian agriculture to cater to expanding consumerist markets. In the new liberalized atmosphere, the environment departments in all states and at the centre are going to become everyone’s punching bag and will find it harder and harder to enforce their regulations. Industries have been cleared adjacent to a Marine National Park and protected areas of wildlife officials. The destructive potential of the liberalized economy justifiably identified tropical islands, rainforests, coral reefs and marine waters and genetic store houses.

World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in its report entitled “Global Challenge Global Opportunity” has identified water and sanitation, energy, agricultural productivity, biodiversity, and human health, as the moot point. UN Environment Programme (UNEP) believed that “A consumer lifestyle based on the desire for mobility, convenience and product disposability has undercut the further advancement of resource efficiency and waste reduction”. South Africa President Thabo Mbeki, that “a global human society based on poverty for many and prosperity for a few, characterized by islands of wealth surrounded by a sea of poverty, is unsustainable. The tragic result of this was the avoidable increase in human misery and ecological degradation, as seen in the growth of the gap between North and South. The international community needs to fight the global apartheid the elimination the global apartheid between rich and poor. 

The India today needs to usher in a season of transformation, a season of stewardship to make long overdue constitutional commitment to protection and improvement of environment and security of future generation. Government’s organizations and financing institutions need to use their resources effectively to improve their performance and to set up their cooperation, working as one to overcome hunger and to consolidate the primary role of sustainable agriculture and rural development in food and environmental security. Indian legislatures should rise to occasion and act in a manner that fundamentally changes the lives of the poor and instill confidence by implementation of laws and policies to usher a humane, equitable and environment friendly society.

The author is faculty of Law, Aligarh Muslim University

http://www.countercurrents.org/nomani310707.htm 
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Scoop, New Zealand : Ban Ki-moon hails California energy initiatives

Monday, 30 July 2007, 9:39 am

Press Release: United Nations  

In California, Ban Ki-moon hails local initiatives to foster energy efficiency

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in California on a trip aimed at spotlighting the issue of climate change, today praised the state for taking measures to foster energy efficiency and invited Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to United Nations talks on the issue this September.

Speaking at a joint press conference with the Governor at the San José-based Echelon Corporation, which develops technology to improve energy efficiency, Mr. Ban called for measures to foster conservation, renewable fuels and private market incentives. 

"The UN's environment and development programmes play a lead role in crafting strategies for achieving these aims," Mr. Ban said. "What's missing is political will and political leadership."

Mr. Ban praised Governor Schwarzenegger, saying he "has demonstrated what a difference leadership can make."

The Governor also hailed Mr. Ban for championing the cause. "You have called climate change the defining issue of the era, and so by making this the top United Nations priority I think is showing the kind of leadership that this really needs in order to tackle this big problem," he said.

California has embarked on an ambitious program to limit greenhouse gases with the target of cutting 25 per cent of emissions by 2020. "This is a very bold and courageous initiative," said the Secretary-General.

Mr. Ban pledged to encourage world leaders to embrace "a similarly bold vision - one that can be applied beyond this Golden State to the entire world." He also invited the Governor to attend a high-level meeting on the issue that the Secretary-General is convening in New York on 24 September.

"It will be very useful for other world leaders to hear from your vision and your experience," the UN leader told the California Governor. "Initiatives by individual states and at the local government level or individual government initiatives - they are all welcome."

Asked whether he would accept the invitation, Governor Schwarzenegger replied, "Yes, of course. I feel honoured." ENDS

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0707/S00393.htm 
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Bayanihan.org, Philippines :  Loren seeks 25-year log ban     

Monday, July 30 2007 

Environmental  

Sen. Loren Legarda on Monday urged Malacañang to certify a bill seeking to declare a 25-year ban on all logging activities.

"This is definitely the right thing to do. The Palace should certify the bill so that it will be passed instantly," Legarda said.

Legarda's call came shortly after the National Water Resources Board announced a cutback in Metro Manila's water supply from the Angat Dam.

Angat provides water to Metro Manila via the La Mesa Dam reservoir. Angat's water hoard has plunged to a critically low level due to a persistent dry spell. The drought has been aggravated by the unchecked destruction of forest, including those around Ipo Dam, which is part of the 62,309-hectare Angat watershed.

Legarda and Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. have filed separate bills seeking to completely forbid all logging activities nationwide while denuded areas are being reforested.

The log ban bill has been pending for more than 16 years now -- since 1990 -- when it was first introduced by then Sen. Orlando Mercado.

"Since then, we reckon the country has lost about 2.4 million hectares of virgin and second-growth forest cover, at an annual rate of 150,000 hectares, or a monthly rate of 12,500 hectares," Legarda lamented.

The estimated 2.4 million hectares of lost forest cover since 1990 is equal to 1.6 times the size of Metro Manila, which has a land area of about 1.49 million hectares, she added.

Unless a total ban on the cutting of trees is imposed, Legarda warned that any gains achieved by aggressive reforestation projects "are bound to be reversed."

"We may plant new trees in 12,500 hectares of denuded land every month, but this would easily be offset by ongoing timbering operations, unless we decree an absolute prohibition," she said.

In previous Congresses, environmental protection groups had blamed the non-approval of the bill on politicians with alleged connections to logging interests.

Meanwhile, Legarda threw her "absolute support" to the Trees for Life, a joint project of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Green Army, to plant 20 million seedling across the country between now and December.

"Reforestation and the safekeeping of the environment require the engagement of everyone. This is a task far too enormous to be handled by just one group. So we certainly welcome all greening initiatives," Legarda said.

Legarda chaired the Senate environment and natural resources committee and authored the Solid Waste Management Act and the Clean Air Act and the 12th Congress. She also founded Luntiang Pilipinas, the nationwide tree-growing program that received the United Nations Environment Program Award in 2001. (PNA)

http://www.bayanihan.org/html/article.php/20070730114557003 
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Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand : Researchers question cause of ozone hole
NZPA | Saturday, 28 July 2007

Some British researchers are questioning the extent to which man-made chemicals are mainly responsible for the "ozone hole" that forms over Antarctica each winter and exposes New Zealanders to cancer-causing radiation as it breaks up each summer. 

Chemists from the University of Leeds, the University of East Anglia and the British Antarctic Survey reported finding high concentrations of natural ozone-depleting chemicals: halogens such as bromine and iodine oxides. 

"The springtime peak of iodine oxide – 20 parts per trillion – is the highest concentration recorded anywhere in the atmosphere," said an abstract of their study, published in the journal Science on Thursday. 

Scientists have repeatedly said that the ozone depletion is driven by chemicals such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) produced by humans breaking down the ozone layer. 

Last year, the UN Environment Programme Ozone Secretariat said in 2006 the depletion of the ozone over Antarctica ` "cannot be explained by natural cycles but is caused by the impact of synthetic chemicals in the stratosphere." 

This was why CFCs were banned under the Montreal Protocol in 1987, but it is expected to take another 50 years to return the ozone layer to pre-1980 levels over New Zealand. 

Now the British research has shown that large quantities of ozone-depleting bromine came from sea salt and iodine oxide from "almost certainly bright orange algae that coat the underside of the sea ice around the continent" . 

These halogens deplete the ozone above the ice surface, which reduce the capacity of the atmosphere to remove certain chemical compounds. 

"We still have to work out what the ramifications of this discovery are," said John Plane, professor of atmospheric chemistry at the University of Leeds. 

The chemists did an 18-month study of the lowest part of the atmosphere on the Brunt Ice Shelf, about 20km from the Weddell Sea. 

The scientists projected a beam of light across the shelf, and analysed the levels of chemicals in the reflected light. They said satellite observations by team member Alfonso Saiz-Lopez "have confirmed that iodine oxides are widespread throughout coastal Antarctica." 

New Zealand scientists track the Antarctic ozone `hole' each winter using satellite data and ground-based measurements from their instruments at the Antarctica NZ site at Arrival Heights, in Antarctica. When the `hole' in 24km above the Earth in the stratosphere breaks up in early summer, ozone-depleted air thins out the ozone at mid-latitudes – above New Zealand – over the summer. 

New Zealanders are exposed to UV intensities in summer about 50 percent greater than in comparable latitudes in Europe, and 40 percent greater than in comparable locations in North America. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/4143378a7693.html 
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Viet Nam News : Ha Noi industrial zones fail to go green

(31-07-2007)

The water filtering system at the Orion-Hanel company. — VNA/VNS Photo Ha Thai 

HA NOI — Industrial zones and complexes in the city are facing criticism for poor environmental practises.

Some industrial zones have incomplete waste treatment systems and many others have failed to plant trees on land surrounding factories.

Regulations stipulate that industrial zones and industrial complexes must cover 15-20 per cent of their total area with trees, however, except for the IZs of Sai Dong B, Thang Long, Noi Bai and the ICs of Phu Thi and Tu Liem, many have failed to do this despite being in operation for several years.

The city has six industrial zone (IZs) and 18 industrial complexes (ICs).

Explaining the situation, a representative from the Ha Noi industrial zone and processing zone managing board said that owners and managers of industrial zones had been busy with other operational priorities and hadn’t yet paid attention to environmental concerns.

Among industrial zones in the city, three have installed waste treatment systems, these are the industrial zones of Thang Long, Noi Bai, Ha Noi-Dai Tu.

On the other hand, Sai Dong B IZ, which has been operating for over ten years, has no waste treatment facilities. The industrial zone was built on an expanded area but the project was slow and ultimately the land was used for another purpose, making it difficult for the investor to find a new area for its waste treatment system.

In another example, South Thang Long Industrial Zone has no budget for building a waste treatment centre because there are only a limited number of factories on the site making it an expensive resource.

At eleven industrial complexes (ICs) operating in the city, Cau Giay IC has completed its waste treatment system but enterprises based there have taken the decision not to use the facility.

Though other ICs planned to build waste treatment systems, the matter has received little attention from investors.

Ngoc Hoi IC has completed the first phase of its waste treatment with the capacity of 1,800 cu.m per day. The capacity will be boosted to 2,400 cu.m per day.

Pham Ngoc Dang, from the Ha Noi University of Construction, said a concentrated waste treatment system is an essential priority for all IZs and ICs. He explained that waste, especially solid materials, must be disposed of correctly otherwise it has a detrimental effect on the city’s environment.

Agreeing, Vu Thanh Huong, from the University of National Economy, said environmental pollution is an urgent matter for all areas - air, waste, water and noise.

Huong said the city must work with other localities, IZs and ICs managing boards and enterprises to deal with this matter.

The city must ensure IZs have waste treatment systems before granting them a working license to solve the problem of many investors ignoring environmental requirements once they have working licenses.

The city should encourage investors by giving them incentives such as free land to build waste treatment sites. — VNS

http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=02ENV310707 
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Viet Nam News : Salt-marsh forests threatened by illegal digging for impotence-curing worms

(28-07-2007)

HCM City — Increasing numbers of people are visiting the Can Gio salt-marsh forest to dig for Dia Sam (Sipunculus). According to Tran Minh Long, the leader of Loi forest guards at An Binh Hamlet, An Thoi Dong Commune in HCM City, this activity seriously damages the forest’s ecological system.

Dia Sam is a type of worm which plays an important role in enriching the ground and helping forest trees grow better.

"Recently, Dia Sam has become a special dish in HCM City and it is also exported to China.

That’s why digging for worms in the forest has become so popular," said resident Sau Xe.

Dia Sam often hide on wet land under bushes. People can dig it up easily and only need to use a hoe.

A regular digger named Hai can collect 3kg of Dia Sam per day. As a kilo of the worms fetches VND12,000, a digger can earn a generous income which pays much more than other jobs.

Rach Moc, a protected forest is considered the best place to dig for Dia Sam. More and more people are visiting the area to dig for the worm illegally.

"It is difficult to arrest people because they go further and further inside the forest and use sophisticated camouflage to hide in the bushes and trees," said Nguyen Phan Thuan, leader of Thanh Nien Guard.

Once they see the guards, the diggers immediately hide deep in the forest and there are not enough guards to properly protect large areas of land.

Due to a lack of knowledge about forest protection, most diggers just think of their own immediate benefits. They don’t realise that digging Dia Sam damages forest land and tree development or that their activities have a destructive effect on the whole ecological system.

"Once the Dia Sam are caught, many old mature forests are destroyed. The forestry situation is getting worse without the Dia Sam to help improve the quality of the soil," explained Thai Dac Giang.

Can Gio is crying out for help to stop the widespread Dia Sam hunting. — VNS

http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=01ENV280707 
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Amazon Fruit Gatherers Face Biofuel Dilemma
By Mario Osava

Babaçú fruit gatherers in the Brazilian Amazon must decide if they will join or reject the biodiesel production boom, which will alter the economy of this traditional activity. 
IMPERATRIZ, Brazil, Jul 30 (Tierramérica).- The babaçú, the abundant native palm tree in the eastern Amazon and in the north and northeast of Brazil, has great potential for the production of "biodiesel" and biomass fuel, but the women who make their living from gathering its fruit fear the loss of their traditional source of income.

"Experience leads us to predict new difficulties in access to the babaçú (Orbignya phalerata martins)," Eunice da Conceição Costa told Tierramérica. She is one of the coordinators of the Interstate Movement of Babaçú Coconut Breakers, in Imperatriz, a municipality in the southwest of Maranhão state.

These difficulties have their roots in the agrarian process that Maranhão has undergone since 1969, when the Land Act was passed that drove the formalization of property ownership and the private appropriation of extensive areas of public lands. Fences multiplied, cutting off sustainable fruit gathering activities, and the forests were replaced by pastures and fields.

The Movement is fighting for a national law -- local laws already exist in some municipalities -- that ensures free access for the babaçú gatherers and halts destruction of this natural resource that is indispensable for the local economy.

An estimated 400,000 people, nearly all women, make their living from the oil produced by the babaçú coconut, and other products from the babaçú used as food, in construction and in making artisanal crafts.

The fever has arrived here for agricultural-based fuels, which are less polluting than petroleum-based fuels. "Biodiesel" demands industrial scale and mechanized production, and could quash the traditional local practices.

"It is a threat for us; they want to take the babaçú away from us," says Maria Adelina Chagas, general coordinator of the Movement, which is organized in the states of Maranhão, Pará, Piauí and Tocantins.

It is feasible to produce fuel from the babaçú without taking away the source of income from the coconut breakers, but rather would expand it, Fernando Carvalho Silva, coordinator of the biofuel unit at the Federal University of Maranhão, told Tierramérica.

What is needed is a more efficient system for collecting the coconut and extracting its seeds, which contain the oil, he said.

The oil content of the palm's fruit is just seven percent, but it is essential to make use of all the raw material. The hard shell of the coconut has high caloric content and can be used as fuel in industry or for generating electricity. The flesh is rich in starch and can be used to produce food for humans or livestock.

Biodiesel's feasibility here depends, therefore, on a chain of production that includes industries for food, fertilizer, energy, inputs for cosmetics and others, says Silva. 

In addition to studying the possibilities of the babaçú, the university team is developing a pilot fuel plant, using cheap and simple technology that is accessible for rural communities. It would be able to produce 250 to 280 liters of biodiesel in each operation, which would take two days because it purifies the fuel through decantation, avoiding the need for costly centrifuges, explained the expert.

The objective is to ensure the initiative's economic viability, benefiting the coconut breakers, who have the final decision on the project that would completely change the babaçú economy, he said.

The abundance of the palm is enough to provide biofuel for several of Brazil's states. The native babaçú forests cover an estimated 18 million hectares, mostly in Maranhão. Its fruit is Brazil's leading forest product, after timber, and in 2005 represented 19.4 percent of all non-wood extractive production, according to the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics.

But collecting the fruit -- a rudimentary practice -- does not keep up with the level needed for fuel production. In addition to gathering the coconut by hand, the women remove the seeds using a dangerous technique. They hold the fruit between the fingers of one hand, over the blade of a hatchet supported on the ground, and hit it with a stick held in the other hand.

"No machine can replace the coconut breakers," because a machine would not achieve the longitudinal cut that preserves the four or five seeds contained in each coconut, said the Movement's Costa, underscoring the skill passed on from mother to daughter, though it has not prevented accidents from happening.

Each woman produces an average of eight kilograms of seeds per day, and earns about seven reais (3.8 dollars), Chagas, the Movement's general coordinator, told Tierramérica

It is not a lot of money, but is much more than biodiesel would give them, which is another obstacle to convincing the coconut breakers to join the biofuel production effort, she said.

In addition, the governmental program of incentives for biodiesel in the poor regions of Brazil's north and northeast do not include babaçú, according to Chagas.

Though Edna Carmelio, adviser of the Ministry of Agricultural Development, says that is not the case. The "social seal" given to biodiesel made from raw material coming from family farms entails a tax reduction that would make the fuel 10 percent cheaper. This makes it competitive in the fuel market, she says.

The government's National Program for Production and use of Biodiesel only mentions castor oil and palm oil for "maximum stimulus" of tax exemptions, because they are made with already proven technologies. But babaçú and other raw materials can benefit from the incentives if they can prove their viability in family agriculture, according to Carmelio.

The social seal is "a protection for the coconut breakers," which would lessen the risk that the babaçú forests would be taken over by big agro-energy business, she said.

The state-run oil giant Petrobras, for example, only buys biofuel that is certified by the seal. Furthermore, family farming, which includes extractive groups like the coconut breakers, has access to subsidized credits that would expand their advantages, said the ministry's biofuel expert.

 www.tierramerica.net

* VENEZUELA : 26 Million Trees Planted
CARACAS, Jul 30 (Tierramérica).- The Tree Mission, which was launched in Venezuela a year ago as a five-year plan to plant 100 million trees on 150,000 hectares at the heads of the tributaries of the Orinoco River, has already completed a quarter of its target, reported the authorities. 

"There are 1,900 conservationist committees, with 18,000 participants, who worked on 1,500 reforestation projects and have planted 26,567,000 trees," deputy environment minister Miguel Rodríguez told Tierramérica. The budget for the first year of the Tree Mission was 23 million dollars.

Half of the south and southeast of Venezuela is covered by forests, but the tree-covered area shrinks by about 140,000 hectares a year, according to sources from the Environment Ministry, although environmental groups put the annual deforestation rate at more than 240,000 hectares.
====================================================================
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Ethanol Sugarcane Threatens Brazil's Wooded Savanna

By Sabrina Valle

The Washington Post

Jaguars, blue macaws and giant armadillos roam the fickle landscape of Brazil's Cerrado, a vast plateau where temperatures range from freezing to steaming hot and bushes and grasslands alternate with forests and the richest variety of flora of all the world's savannas.

That could soon come to an end. In the past four decades, more than half of the Cerrado has been transformed by the encroachment of cattle ranchers and soybean farmers. And now another demand is quickly eating into the landscape: sugarcane, the raw material for Brazilian ethanol.

"Deforestation in the Cerrado is actually happening at a higher rate than it has in the Amazon," said John Buchanan, senior director of business practices for Conservation International in Arlington. "If the actual deforestation rates continue, all the remaining vegetation in the Cerrado could be lost by the year 2030. That would be a huge loss of biodiversity."

The roots of this transformation lie in the worldwide demand for ethanol, recently boosted by a U.S. Senate bill that would mandate the use of 36 billion gallons of ethanol by 2022, more than six times the capacity of the United States' 115 ethanol refineries. President Bush, who proposed a similar increase in his State of the Union address, visited Brazil and negotiated a deal in March to promote ethanol production in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

U.S. companies and investors -- including George Soros and agribusiness giants Archer Daniels Midland and Cargill -- are staking out territory in Brazil, expecting even greater growth in biofuels.

"There was already a race for Brazilian ethanol, and President Bush's announcements gave more credibility to the process," said Roberto Rodrigues, former Brazilian agriculture minister, who formed the Interamerican Ethanol Commission with former Florida governor Jeb Bush in December.

The Brazilian government and big agribusiness companies say that the expansion of soybean and sugarcane fields doesn't necessarily mean devastation of the Cerrado, which hosts an estimated 160,000 species of animals and plants, many threatened with extinction. They say they plant on wastelands and pastures where cattle once grazed, improving the soil quality and productivity.

But environmental groups argue that as soy and sugarcane displace cattle and less lucrative crops, ranchers are moving farther into the unspoiled areas of the Cerrado.

"There are ranchers substituting sugarcane for cattle in the Sao Paulo area, for instance, and displacing cattle to the state of Bahia, both in the Cerrado. So what is the point?" asks Ricardo Machado, author of a study about the Cerrado for Conservation International.

Sugarcane and soybeans play a crucial role in Brazil's agriculture, one of the most dynamic sectors of the country's economy. And both are under pressure to expand as a result of the ethanol boom.

Sugarcane is touted by environmentalists as a better option than corn for producing ethanol. Sugarcane ethanol costs half as much to produce, and the process is five times as efficient in its use of fossil fuels.

Lured by the prospect of making ethanol from Brazilian sugarcane, many U.S. firms are trying to catch up with European and Asian investors. The company Soros is backing, Adecoagro, has become one of the main investors in Brazilian ethanol, planning to spend $1 billion to build three plants over the next five years. Goldman Sachs and Carlyle Group are also behind new ethanol investments in Brazil.

In addition, as use of corn-based ethanol grows in the United States, rising prices are influencing American soybean farmers to switch to corn. And as the United States, the world's largest soybean producer, cuts soybean plantings, buyers are looking to Brazil, the No. 2 soy producer, to expand its production. Brazilian soybean production is already at record levels and is predicted to increase another 4.5 percent this year, according to Abiove, an industry association.

"There is a dual pressure in Brazil," Buchanan said. "The direct pressure to expand production of sugarcane and the indirect pressure to expand Brazilian soy, if U.S. soy is reduced."

The agriculture business and the Brazilian government say that there are nearly 350,000 square miles of already-cleared land available for agricultural expansion in the Cerrado. The government says more than 115,000 square miles of cattle pastures could be used -- that's enough land to more than double soybean production and increase sugarcane production five times and ethanol by at least 10.

"Brazil is the only country with a vast amount of land available for immediate expansion of sustainable agriculture. If the U.S. races after ethanol, soybean prices tend to climb and demand will be supplied by Brazil," said Carlo Lovatelli, corporate affairs director for Bunge, one of the largest soy traders in Brazil, headquartered in White Plains, N.Y.

Lovatelli, who also represents companies responsible for 93 percent of all soy traded in Brazil, said that if demand escalates, Brazilian production could double in as little as three to four years.

And the target region has already been chosen: "Cerrado is perfect for agriculture and will be used -- there is no question about it," Lovatelli said.

But Frank Guggenheim, executive director of Greenpeace Brazil, said Brazil's advantage could easily become a disadvantage. "Brazil is in a special situation because of the vast amount of land available, if it uses it in a prudent way," Guggenheim said. "But if it just pushes the agriculture frontier and causes devastation, it will be a disaster."

Brazil is already the scene of the most extensive deforestation in the world, accounting for 42 percent of the world's net forest losses from 2000 to 2005, according to a report by the Food and Agriculture Organization, an arm of the United Nations. Nongovernmental organizations say 7 million hectares of the Amazon were cleared in the past five years by soybean farmers with the help of multinational companies such as Cargill.

Faced with pressure from its clients, Cargill brought other traders together with advocacy groups and established a moratorium under which no soybeans would be bought from devastated areas of the Amazon for two years, beginning July 24, 2006. Although the moratorium ends next year, not even the advocacy groups say the situation will return to what it was before.

The Cerrado, however, has not had the spotlight that the Amazon has, and so the environmental impact of expansion of the sugarcane business into the savanna is under less international scrutiny.

This month, Brazilian Agriculture Minister Reinhold Stephanes announced new measures to avoid devastation from sugarcane plantations. But some groups say enforcement would be effective only with large investments in mapping tools and ground supervision, which the Brazilian government could not afford.

And ethanol investments keep growing. The sugar industry estimates that $17 billion will be invested through 2012 in 86 new sugarcane processing plants, adding to the 330 plants in Brazil today.

So far, the impact of the U.S. thirst for Brazilian ethanol has been blunted by the 51-cent-per-gallon subsidy paid to American corn ethanol producers and by the 54-cent-per-gallon tariff on imported ethanol. The Senate extended the tariff until 2009, even though Bush signed an accord to jointly promote biofuel production with Brazil.

Nevertheless, of the 680 million gallons of ethanol the United States imported last year, about 500 million gallons came from Brazil, the world's leading ethanol exporter.

"The tariff was not an eliminating factor when we, last year, had $78-a-barrel oil on a sustained basis," says Roger K. Conway, director for the Agriculture Department's Office of Energy Policy and New Uses. "There certainly could be more imports from Brazil. It depends on energy prices."

Soros's company in Brazil is betting that the United States will have to increase ethanol imports and that a calendar for gradual reduction of the tariff could be established from 2010.

"If the U.S. entirely lifts the tariff, demand for ethanol will go through the roof and the pressure on the environment would be enormous," said a former Brazilian secretary of state for science and technology, Jos? Goldemberg, speaking at a seminar on Brazilian ethanol in Washington last month.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/30/AR2007073001484_pf.html

Cardin Seeks Caps on Greenhouse Gases

The Washington Post
Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (D-Md.) called for caps on greenhouse emissions yesterday after returning from Greenland, where he witnessed what he said were the alarming effects of rapidly accelerating global warming.

Cardin was one of 10 senators who traveled to Greenland during the weekend to observe retreating glaciers, the loss of ice and other environmental changes commonly attributed to a warming climate caused by rising carbon dioxide emissions.

"There is absolutely no disagreement that the greenhouse gas emissions are adding to climate change and global warming," Cardin said. "No one disagrees that it would be a healthy thing for our world to have less greenhouse gas."

Cardin, a member of the Senate's Environment and Public Works Committee, and Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) have sponsored legislation to cap U.S. greenhouse emissions at current levels in an effort to control global warming. It would revise emission standards for such greenhouse gas producers as automobiles and power plants.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/30/AR2007073001714.html

Chicagoans Protest as Indiana Lets a Refinery Add to Lake Pollution 

By Libby Sander

The New York Times

CHICAGO, July 30 — Tens of thousands of people here have signed petitions protesting a permit granted in Indiana that allows the largest oil refinery in the Midwest to discharge more pollutants into Lake Michigan.

The petitions, which advocates say they expect to deliver next week to Gov. Mitch Daniels of Indiana, reflect growing concerns in the Great Lakes States that the permit undercuts efforts to clean up Lake Michigan. 

Organizers said Monday that they had collected 45,000 signatures.

“At a time when we’ve spent billions and billions of dollars investing in the rehabilitation of the Great Lakes, we should not be taking a step backward,” said Cameron Davis, the president of the Alliance for the Great Lakes, a conservation advocacy group that has participated in the petition drive.

Last week, by a vote of 387 to 26, the United States House of Representatives approved a resolution urging Indiana to reconsider the permit. The resolution was introduced by Representatives Rahm Emanuel, Democrat of Illinois, and Vernon J. Ehlers, Republican of Michigan.

“Fifteen years ago, they may have been able to pull this off,” Mr. Emanuel said, referring to the permit issued by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management in June to the Whiting Refinery, a BP unit that produces 16 million gallons of oil products a day, about half of it gasoline. “But there has been a total consciousness change among people who live here.”

Regulators in Indiana allowed the refinery in Whiting, Ind., just across the Illinois state line, to increase the amounts of ammonia and suspended solids that it releases into the lake after the facility undergoes a $3 billion expansion. BP last received a discharge permit for the refinery in 1990.

Backers of the expansion, including Governor Daniels, said a bigger refinery would mean more jobs for Indiana — an estimated 2,000 contract jobs for the expansion and 80 positions at the refinery.

It is estimated that the expanded refinery would produce an additional 620 million gallons of gasoline each year. Americans consume, on average, about 385 million gallons of gasoline a day, according to 2005 figures from the United States Department of Energy.

Mr. Daniels said he had no plans to rescind the permit.

“Here’s one of the biggest steps forward for the Midwest, really the whole nation,” Mr. Daniels, a Republican, told reporters last week. “I don’t think it should be held up without a good scientific reason, and none has been provided.”

According to documents on BP’s Web site, the new permit allows the refinery to discharge 1,584 pounds of ammonia, an increase of 54 percent over the current level, into the lake each day. Also allowed is discharge of up to 4,925 pounds of suspended solids into the lake each day, an increase of 35 percent. . 

Scott Dean, a spokesman for BP, said that the Indiana permit’s requirements were stricter than federal requirements, and that BP expected to operate well within those limits.

“We followed the regulatory process to the letter and did everything by the book,” Mr. Dean said. 

The protests against the permit have been loudest from Chicago, Indiana’s urban neighbor to the northwest, where Mayor Richard M. Daley has been striving to create a green image for the city and its 30 miles of lakeshore. A committee of the Chicago City Council is scheduled to discuss the matter on Thursday.

The Illinois governor, Rod R. Blagojevich, a Democrat, has threatened legal action to stop the additional discharge of pollutants.

The permit is part of BP’s plan to expand and modernize the Whiting refinery, which was built in 1889 by the Standard Oil Company and which now processes 405,000 barrels of crude oil each day. About 1,700 people work at the facility, and BP has an annual payroll of about $100 million in Indiana. The expansion is set for completion in 2011.

BP documents said the company would also spend $150 million to improve its wastewater treatment plant in Whiting, from which it discharges about 20 million gallons of treated wastewater a day, including the ammonia and suspended solids addressed by the permit, into Lake Michigan. 

But that promise has not sat well with lawmakers in Illinois and the region’s conservation groups, which have said the company could do more treatment to prevent the increase in pollutants. 

Last week, a bipartisan group of lawmakers from the region met with BP executives in Washington to express their dismay with the issuance of the permit. They are scheduled to meet again on Sept. 1, and have asked BP to look for ways to make its water treatment process more environmentally friendly. 

The company will review its water treatment plans, but will not halt plans for the Whiting facility’s expansion, Mr. Dean said.

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/31/us/31refinery.html?n=Top%2fReference%2fTimes%20Topics%2fSubjects%2fE%2fEnvironment

Study of Metal Emissions Shows Gains in Brakes, but Tires Remain a Culprit 

By Henry Fountain

The New York Times

Gasoline consumption gets all the publicity, but in truth, cars use up a lot more than fuel. Tire treads and brake linings, for example, wear down over time, their component materials ending up in the environment in the form of tiny particles.

Some of those component materials are metals, and potentially toxic ones at that, like cadmium and lead. In cities, brakes and tires are considered a major source of metal emissions (though brakes are no longer a source of asbestos, which was eliminated from linings more than two decades ago).

A study from Sweden looks at whether metal emissions have changed since the mid-1990s, as manufacturers have worked to reduce the amount of some metals in their products. David S. T. Hjortenkrans and colleagues at the University of Kalmar calculated emissions from tires and brakes in Stockholm using data on traffic volume and car sales and analysis of samples of linings and tire rubber.

In a report in Environmental Science and Technology they show that cadmium and lead emissions from brakes are about one-tenth of what they were in the 1990s, but levels of copper and zinc remain unchanged. And they calculate that tires are still a major source of zinc and cadmium in urban areas.

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/31/science/earth/31obse3.html?n=Top%2fReference%2fTimes%20Topics%2fSubjects%2fE%2fEnvironment&pagewanted=print

Energy Bill Aids Expansion of Atomic Power 

By Edmund L. Andrews and Matthew L. Wald

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, July 30 — A one-sentence provision buried in the Senate’s recently passed energy bill, inserted without debate at the urging of the nuclear power industry, could make builders of new nuclear plants eligible for tens of billions of dollars in government loan guarantees.

Lobbyists have told lawmakers and administration officials in recent weeks that the nuclear industry needs as much as $50 billion in loan guarantees over the next two years to finance a major expansion. 

The biggest champion of the loan guarantees is Senator Pete V. Domenici of New Mexico, the ranking Republican on the Senate Energy Committee and one of the nuclear industry’s strongest supporters in Congress.

Senator Jeff Bingaman, Democrat of New Mexico and the energy bill’s author, has long argued that nuclear power plants do not need federal loan guarantees. Mr. Bingaman said that the industry was over-interpreting the provision and that it would provide loan guarantees for only the most innovative power plants. 

But the provision has the potential to considerably expand the nuclear industry, which plans to build 28 new reactors at an estimated cost of about $4 billion to $5 billion apiece. And while the nuclear industry would be the biggest beneficiary, the provision could also set the stage for billions of dollars in loan guarantees for power plants that use “clean coal” technology and renewable fuels.

The nuclear industry is enjoying growing political support after decades of opposition from environmental groups and others concerned about the risks. An increasing number of lawmakers in both parties, worried about global warming and dependence on foreign oil, support some expansion of nuclear power.

But the provision could go much further than many lawmakers had in mind by giving the Department of Energy the power to approve an unlimited amount of loan guarantees for “clean” power generation. Under legislation enacted in 2005, nuclear power qualifies as a clean technology because it does not emit carbon gases that contribute to global warming.

Power companies have tentative plans to put the 28 new reactors at 19 sites around the country. Industry executives insist that banks and Wall Street will not provide the money needed to build new reactors unless the loans are guaranteed in their entirety by the federal government. 

The federal government guarantees many billions of loans each year to help farmers, exporters, small businesses and students. The government does not actually lend the money but agrees to pay it back in case the borrower defaults. 

While the nuclear industry says it will need $25 billion in loan guarantees in 2008 and $50 billion over the next two years, President Bush had proposed a far smaller amount — $4 billion — in new loan guarantees next year for “clean” electric power technologies, which include plants that run on so-called clean coal technologies and renewable fuels.

Many experts fear that the proposed subsidies could leave taxpayers responsible for billions of dollars in soured loans. 

“Such projects, by their nature, pose significant technical and market risks,” the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office warned last month in an analysis of the provision. “Studies of the accuracy of cost estimates for pioneering technologies have found that estimates are consistently low.”

Michael J. Wallace, the co-chief executive of UniStar Nuclear, a partnership seeking to build nuclear reactors, and executive vice president of Constellation Energy, said: “Without loan guarantees we will not build nuclear power plants.”

The little-noticed provision in the Senate bill subtly refines and expands the loan guarantee program that Congress passed in the Energy Policy Act of 2005.

As before, the Department of Energy would be allowed to guarantee 100 percent of the loans and up to 80 percent of the total cost to build a reactor.

But the bill essentially allows the department to approve as many loan guarantees as it wants for both new reactors and plants that use other “clean” technologies.

That is a big change. Under current law, the government is only allowed to guarantee a volume of loans authorized each year by Congress. Last year, Congress limited the government to awarding just $4 billion in loan guarantees for clean energy projects during the 2007 fiscal year. 

Mr. Domenici, who has been pushing the Energy Department to move much more aggressively in approving loan guarantees, has argued that there is no need for limits on the loan volume because power companies will be required to pay an upfront fee to cover the estimated cost of the guarantee. In essence, the “credit subsidy” payments would be used as a kind of insurance premium that could be used to cover the cost of any defaulted loan.

“It is very clear that this is a self-financing program,” Mr. Domenici told James Nussle, Mr. Bush’s nominee to become the White House budget director, at Mr. Nussle’s confirmation hearing last week. “There should already be $25 billion to $30 billion in the loan guarantee fund.”

But the Bush administration opposes the measure, fearing that it could prove extremely costly. 

The provision would “remove appropriate controls over the size of the program and increase taxpayer liability,” the Office of Management and Budget wrote in an official position statement on the energy bill.

Michele Boyd, legislative director of the consumer advocacy group Public Citizen, said the measure would subsidize plants with conventional technology.

“None of these so-called ‘advanced’ nuclear reactors deal with the fundamental flaws of nuclear power, such as dangerous radioactive waste, vulnerabilities to air attack and excessive cost,” said Ms. Boyd, whose staff began investigating the provision shortly after the Senate passed the bill last month.

Mr. Bingaman, the bill’s primary architect, said that he was aware of the provision but believed that it would apply only to reactors with fundamentally new technology.

“I would be amazed if this generic loan program applied to most of the plants that are being proposed, either for the nuclear industry or coal industry,” Mr. Bingaman said Monday night. “The idea of this is not just to help an industry build plants. It’s to demonstrate new technology that meets the nation’s energy needs.”

But industry officials say the measure would directly affect the reactors on the drawing board.

“I think we can say that with all the projects moving forward on the schedule they are now on, that there could be a need for $20 to $25 billion in loan guarantees,” said Richard Myers, vice president for policy development at the Nuclear Energy Institute, a trade association.

The House is hoping to pass its own energy bill this week. But leading House Democrats have made it clear they oppose any kind of loan guarantees for nuclear reactors. 

The House recently passed an appropriations bill for energy and water programs that included $7 billion in loan guarantees for projects involving renewable energy and specifically excluded nuclear plants.

Representative Peter J. Visclosky, Democrat of Indiana and chairman of the House Appropriations Committee’s panel on energy and water, said last month that the nuclear industry had estimated a need of $25 billion in guaranteed loans for next year and “more than that” in 2009.

The industry’s request, Mr. Visclosky warned, “overwhelms” what the committee had been willing to offer the entire energy industry.

Still, nuclear industry executives say they hope the Senate’s loan guarantee provision will be adopted by House lawmakers.

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/31/washington/31nuclear.html?n=Top%2fReference%2fTimes%20Topics%2fSubjects%2fE%2fEnvironment&pagewanted=print

In Monterey Bay, a Mollusk Strays and Stays for Dinner 

By Ingfei Chen

The New York Times

SANTA CRUZ, Calif., July 30 — In Monterey Bay, a creature with 10 arms, a sharp beak and a ravenous appetite is behaving like an uninvited house guest who will not go away. And it is raiding the refrigerator.

The fierce Humboldt squid — which can grow to 7 feet long and more than 100 pounds — normally lives in warm waters of the eastern Pacific Ocean from Chile to Baja California, where lucrative commercial fisheries hunt it. But since 2002, large numbers have washed up on California beaches and have been spotted off Monterey and as far north as Alaska. 

A new study is confirming what marine biologists around Monterey Bay have suspected: the creatures, also known as jumbo squids, are settling in.

At the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute in Moss Landing, researchers combed a database of underwater videos taken by unmanned submersibles during more than 3,000 bay dives since 1989. The first time the squids showed up in droves on camera was 1997, during an El Niño, a temporary shift in ocean conditions that brings warm waters up the Pacific Coast. The animals later disappeared.

They returned with another El Niño in 2002, and this time they stuck around, said Bruce H. Robison, a senior scientist at the research institute, and Louis D. Zeidberg, a postdoctoral researcher at the Hopkins Marine Station of Stanford University in Pacific Grove. Their findings appear in today’s issue of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

The researchers have found young jumbos in the bay, a sign that the species may be reproducing there.

“All of this suggests that, wow, there’s been a big change in the composition of the offshore community,” Dr. Robison said.

The videos capture the cephalopods aggressively gobbling prey. “It’s sort of like if you ever saw Kobayashi eat hot dogs,” said Dr. Zeidberg, referring to the speed-eating contestant. “He sort of chops them up and bites them really fast.”

The squids feed on small crustaceans and lanternfish in the tropics, but here they have also discovered bigger game. “They’re incredibly voracious predators,” said John Field, a biologist in the Santa Cruz division of the Southwest Fisheries Science Center, part of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

Dr. Field and his colleague Ken Baltz have dissected 550 jumbo squid stomachs. On a recent day, wearing a green rubber apron and gloves, Dr. Field sliced open the glistening belly of a dead, 4-foot-long, reddish-brown squid laid out on a steel table. The beast’s tentacles were studded with suckers, each bristling with tiny sharp teeth. “When one of these things grabs onto you, it’s not likely to let go,” Dr. Field said.

He scraped the contents of the animal’s bulging stomach into a sieve: small grayish-brown chunks, fine bones and shimmery fish scales — the remains of anchovies. By picking out tiny ear bones of fish and squid beaks, he could tell which species, and how many victims, were eaten.

Besides anchovy, the researchers have found tiny shrimplike krill, sardines, rockfish, bird feathers and morsels of fellow squids — the jumbos are cannibalistic. But the survey results, not yet published, show that their favorite food is Pacific hake.

The stuff of fish sticks and imitation crab, hake is the largest West Coast commercial fishery, mostly concentrated in Oregon, Washington and British Columbia. So the results are worrisome, said Dr. Field, who is developing a computer model to estimate how jumbo squids will affect marine ecosystems from central California to Washington. Indeed, when Dr. Robison and Dr. Zeidberg scanned the underwater video database for hake, they found that sightings of the fish in Monterey Bay plummeted after both squid influxes.

Meanwhile, the mollusks have also been spreading southward from Chile in a similar manner, the researchers said.

It is a mystery why the invasions are happening, although a mix of factors seems likely. From circumstantial evidence, Dr. Robison and Dr. Zeidberg speculate the main cause is overfishing. A drop in stocks of tropical eastern Pacific tuna and billfish — top predators of the cephalopods that also compete with them for small prey — may be giving the jumbo squid population room to grow and expand its range north and south, Dr. Zeidberg said.

But some researchers, like Dr. Field, theorize instead that alterations in the ocean environment from climate change are somehow opening up new habitats that the fast-reproducing squids can exploit.

For instance, an unusual physiology may allow the squids to cope well with environmental change, according to William Gilly, a biology professor at Stanford and Dr. Zeidberg’s research adviser. By tracking tagged squids in the Sea of Cortez, Dr. Gilly found they routinely tolerated wide temperature swings and hunted for long periods within a low-oxygen water layer where small fish hide. Most other predators cannot take the oxygen deprivation there, Dr. Gilly said.

The low-oxygen zone extends up and down the eastern Pacific coastline, and rising ocean temperatures may be indirectly increasing its spread, Dr. Gilly hypothesized. The jumbo squids could be following it “like a highway” to new areas, he said. The animal, Dr. Gilly added, is “the perfect organism to capitalize on change.” 

The jumbo squids have a fierce reputation among some fishermen and scuba divers. During a filming expedition to the Sea of Cortez, Clyde Roper dived into the waters in an observation cage and pulled a squid inside to examine it. Suddenly it attacked, biting through his dive skins and wet suit. “She nailed me right on the top of my thigh,” said Dr. Roper, an emeritus zoologist for the Smithsonian Institute’s Museum of Natural History. “After that, I let her go.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/31/science/31squi.html

US Treasury Secretary Calls for Cooperation with China on Clean Energy 

The Financial Times

Xining, 30 Jul (Xinhua) - Visiting US Treasury Secretary Paulson said on 30 July that the United States and China should strengthen cooperation in jointly developing clean energy and the utilization of new type energy technology.

Paulson inspected the Qinghai Lake and its surrounding ecological environment on 30 July. At a meeting with Qinghai Governor Song Xiuyan subsequent to the inspection, Paulson said that the jobs and efforts done by Qinghai in ecological  environmental protection and the utilization of clean energy are very important to the entire world; global warming up is a serious issue for China and the United States and has an important bearing on the peoples of the two countries.

Paulson said: "During today's tour, I was very happy to see local villagers using new type energy - methane - for cooking and warming, and to see the extensive utilization of clean energy in Qinghai. I also saw China's efforts in utilizing clean energy."

Paulson indicated that China-US strategic economic dialogue involves many strategic issues, and the technology to utilize new type energy is one of them. For example, a new type carbon burn-out technology is one of the ways to resolve global warming. To better deal with climate change, the US side hopes to strengthen cooperation with the Chinese side in the technological field, particularly in the field of clean energy.

Besides, Paulson also indicated that economic development and environmental protection do not contradict each other;  they are the two sides of a coin, linked to each other, therefore we should handle well the relationship between economic development and environmental protection.

Song Xiuyan said: Qinghai is the source of the Yangtze River, Yellow River, Lancangjiang, Heihe River, and Tatong River. It is also an important ecological functional region in China and has an important bearing on global climate. The Chinese Government and Qinghai Provincial Government take serious account of ecological protection and have in recent years implemented an ecological protection and harnessing project including returning husbandry to the grassland, artificial precipitation, prohibition on husbandry and fishery, and clearing rat damage on the grassland; adopted comprehensive measures of combining protection with management over the Sanjiangyuan, Qinghai Lake, and Qilian Mountains. This has promoted the self-restoration of the ecological environment.

She said: Qinghai Province will continue to do well in environmental protection. Even at the expense of its immediate and local interests, the province will make contributions to China's sustainable development and global ecological  and climate safety.

8 towns stand up against BP plan

By Susan Kuczka

The Chicago Tribune

Mayors from eight North Shore communities joined U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) on Monday in announcing plans to fight the proposed discharge of significantly more ammonia and industrial waste into Lake Michigan by the massive BP oil refinery in Whiting, Ind., after years of effort to clean up the Great Lakes. 

"Any time you start putting more pollution into the lake, it's a concern," said North Chicago Mayor Leon Rockingham, who joined officials from Highland Park, Highwood, Kenilworth, Lake Bluff, Lake Forest, Waukegan and Wilmette in announcing formation of the Shoreline Mayors Task Force to address lake issues such as pollution.

BP recently won approval from Indiana regulators to exempt the company from state environmental laws as it prepares for a $3.8 billion expansion that will allow it to refine heavier Canadian crude oil. Under BP's new water permit, the company, which already is one of the largest polluters of the Great Lakes, can release 54 percent more ammonia and 35 percent more suspended solids, or tiny particles of pollutants that come from sludge.

Although the amounts are still below federal water-quality standards, BP's new permit represents the first time in years that a company has been allowed to increase the amount of pollution it dumps into the lake.

In addition, the new water permit gives the refinery until 2012 to meet stringent federal limits on mercury discharges even though the federal government had ordered states to severely limit mercury discharges into the Great Lakes more than a decade ago.

Ammonia promotes algae blooms that can kill fish, while suspended solids contain heavy metals such as lead and nickel. Mercury threatens the health of humans and fish.

Last week, Gov. Rod Blagojevich joined federal lawmakers in blasting BP on Capitol Hill, leading to overwhelming passage of a House resolution to condemn the plan.

In its defense, BP, the nation's fourth-largest refinery, said it was investing $150 million in upgrades to its current wastewater treatment plans while using the best available technology in the facility to protect the lake from dangerous pollutants.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency officials Peter Swenson and John Mooney also offered assurances at Monday's news conference that the pollution discharges at the plant would not jeopardize the safety of the lake for humans or fish.

The assurances, however, did not satisfy Kirk or the suburban mayors whose communities border the lakefront.

"This is mind-baffling," said Waukegan Mayor Richard Hyde, whose city is working on a $1.2 billion plan to improve its once industrial shoreline into a residential hub. "It all comes down to, the big guys are going to do what they want to do anyway."

The suburban mayors vowed to exert as much pressure as possible on environmental regulatory officials, Indiana officials and BP to scrap the plan.

"We all have to stick together," said Highwood Mayor Vincent Donofrio.

Kirk said he would propose legislation to remove federal tax benefits from BP or any company that seeks to increase harmful discharges into the lake.

Such measures could make such plans too unprofitable to go forward, Kirk said.

But the 10th District lawmaker from Highland Park also questioned how the permits had been issued by EPA officials in the first place.

"If pollution is allowed to increase in the Great Lakes, there's something wrong with the system," Kirk said.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/chi-070730pollutionjul30,1,5158061.story?ctrack=2&cset=true

Earth too warm? Bury the CO2.

By Mark Clayton Staff

The Christian Science Monitor

Under a blazing west Texas sun, with a whiptail lizard and cattle looking on, Rebecca Smyth works with an assistant to lower a measuring line, then a hose, and finally a slender plastic capsule down an old water well 200 feet deep.

She's hoping the water samples she collects will yield clues to what is, arguably, one of mankind's most pressing environmental questions: Can nations bury their greenhouse gases? 

If they can, then governments will have bought themselves a decades-long respite as they search for less carbon-intensive energy sources. If they can't, then a significant rise in global temperatures by 2100 looks inevitable, if fossil-fuel consumption continues at its current pace.

And the answer may well lie here, atop an old west Texas oil field known simply as SACROC, where more CO2 has been pumped underground over a longer period of years than anywhere else on Earth. Her efforts - and those of the rest of a small army of scientists funded by the US Department of Energy - are being closely watched. Energy companies want to know their options as Congress mulls over legislative options to global warming. Environmentalists are eager to find ways to slow the rise of greenhouse gases.

"If we don't sequester carbon from coal, we won't be able to stabilize the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere," says John Thompson, director of the coal transition project of the Clean Air Task Force, a Boston-based environmental group. "It's the linchpin."

Admittedly, pumping huge amounts of carbon dioxide into underground caverns sounds audacious. If the US captured just 60 percent of the CO2 emitted by its coal-burning power plants and reduced it to a liquid for injection underground, the daily volume would roughly equal what the US consumes in oil each day - about 20 million barrels, according to a report by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge. And the risks are substantial.

Inject too much CO2 and the resulting pressure could cause earth tremors or push deep super-salty groundwater up into freshwater aquifers. Once pumped in, the CO2 may not even stay put in the sandstone formations, below layers of shale and other rock.

Nevertheless, researchers sound confident. "I grew up near Love Canal, so I know the problems of putting stuff underground," says Sue Hovorka, a research scientist at the University of Texas at Austin. "But we're cautiously optimistic this is going to work."

She is one of the scientists tracking the movement of carbon dioxide underground in the nation's first deep-sequestration experiment.

Under a torrid midday sun in the old Liberty oil field south of Houston, she is tracking the progress of about 2,000 tons of food-grade CO2 that she had injected into a well in 2004 and again last fall. Unlike SACROC (Scurry Area Canyon Reef Operators Committee), no CO2 had ever been injected here before, so it should be straightforward to track. But at the moment, Dr. Hovorka is not happy.

Nearly a mile below, her sensitive instruments are trapped in a five-inch steel pipe, and the roughnecks on the rig have spent hours trying to pull them out. A colleague opts to use small explosives to dislodge them. An hour later, the instruments are on their way to the surface and water samples are being analyzed from an adjacent well.

So far, the results are positive.

"Right now the CO2 is stored as small bubbles in the pore spaces of the sandstone," Hovorka says. "We believe it's immobilized and will sit there on a 10,000-year time frame and that when we open this well later nothing will happen. We don't expect any geysers of escaping CO2 or any of the things that people worry so much about."

The amount of potential storage is vast. Three of the five US geologic storage possibilities under review - salt basins a mile or more deep, mature oil and natural-gas reservoirs, and deep unminable coal seams - could permanently hold at least two centuries' worth of US CO2 emissions - about 6 billion metric tons a year, researchers estimate.

But many steps lie ahead. These geologic formations must be tested for environmental safety and their ability to retain CO2. New power-generation technologies that can economically capture CO2 emissions must be developed. Finally, pipelines and infrastructure must be built to collect CO2 from emitters to move it to geologic storage.

Perhaps America's best hopes for geologic sequestration lie with the sandstone formations holding super-salty groundwater here on the Texas coast - as well as the dwindling oil fields across its vast breadth, says Ian Duncan, associate director of the Bureau of Economic Geology at the University of Texas at Austin. Together, these two geological assets could hold all of America's CO2 emissions for at least the next 40 years, he estimates, enough time to help bridge the gap until solar power or other emissions-free sources of energy become common.

"The question will end up being: How much capacity can we find for injecting large amounts of CO2 over decades?" says Ernest Moniz, an MIT professor and coauthor of the March report that criticized the government for not expediting large-scale sequestration research. "Will we, for instance, be able to inject the CO2 output of 50 big power plants in the ground and have it stay there?"

High-volume CO2 injections of 1 million tons or more are expected to begin in Cranfield, Miss., later this year to push out hard-to-reach oil and to test further the feasibility of geologic storage.

Back in Snyder, Smyth keeps a lookout for rattlesnakes from under her broad-brimmed hat as she collects water samples. She'll compare them with other samples from nearby areas where CO2 is not a factor. Slight chemical differences could yield clues about whether the CO2 is staying put or expanding upward.

"We're not sure we're going to see any significant impact from CO2 here," Smyth says. "But if the impacts are going to show up anywhere in the world, they should show up here where CO2 has been injected so long."

http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0731/p01s05-wogi.html?page=2

Ideas, concerns flow at `Water Summit'

By Curtis Morgan

The Miami Herald

When it comes to water problems in South Florida, quality ranks right up there with quantity -- and both remain a long way from being solved.

That's the sobering message delivered Monday from water managers, elected officials, utility managers, environmentalists, farmers and others at a regional ``water summit.''

One participant, Pahokee Mayor J.P. Sasser, offered a provocative idea for breaking political logjams in Washington, D.C., that for years have slowed federal funding and progress on everything from repairing the aging Lake Okeechobee dike to upgrading his city's treatment plant so its mostly poor residents can safely drink the polluted lake water. 

''Where we're messing up is we should have just hired Halliburton to do it,'' said Sasser, a Republican, drawing laughs from about 150 people at the West Palm Beach headquarters of the South Florida Water Management District.

The district, which oversees the water supply for 16 counties, called the meeting to gather input from a panel of ''stakeholders.'' Though Miami-Dade and Broward are the largest urban users, no elected officials from either county attended.

But water managers clearly also viewed the forum as an opportunity to explain the challenges they deal with daily in operating a complicated but crude system built more than a half century ago, largely to control flooding and help drain the Everglades for farming. They say weather extremes, such as droughts to hurricanes, only make balancing environmental and social needs more difficult.

For the most part, the district has heard most of the advice and criticism many times before -- from carving a ''flow way'' through sugar farms to building more reservoirs.

There was a broad call for more storage to relieve Lake Okeechobee, the region's water barrel, which has roller-coastered between dangerous high water that threatens the leaky dike and low water that has currently forced much of South Florida on water restrictions.

With the drought and shortages in mind, several panelists urged state and federal water managers to reassess reliance on long-range climate models in making water supply decisions. Two years ago, just before the current drought, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dumped several feet of water out of Lake Okeechobee, largely because of concerns about the dike and predictions of an active hurricane season that never came to pass.

''The whole decision to open or close a gate based on a weather forecast six months from now is very uncomfortable to me,'' said panelist Joe Collins, an engineering manager with Lykes Brothers, a major agricultural business.

Water quality was just as big a concern for many panelists -- with pollution flowing in and out of Lake Okeechobee at the heart of problems spanning South Florida.

Ray Judah, a commissioner from Lee County on the Southwest Coast, questioned why more lake water couldn't be sent south into the Everglades when levels are high. Now, much of the polluted excess gets dumped down the Caloosahatchee River into his county and the St. Lucie on the East Coast, trashing estuaries, seagrasses and fisheries.

He urged water managers to consider building a wide ''flow way'' through sugar fields -- a long-controversial and expensive idea water managers say raises as many problems as it might resolve.

Water managers said options to the south have been squeezed by environmental concerns, such as protecting the endangered Cape Sable seaside sparrow and sensitive tree islands. There's the fact that the 40,000-acre chain of artificial marshes the state constructed to scrub out phosphorous, a key pollutant produced in farm and ranch runoff, can only handle limited loads -- at least without water managers risking a violation of a federal court-ordered Everglades cleanup. A 20,000-acre expansion is in the works.

The region's single biggest water problem -- rampant development that has increased demand, nibbled away at plans for the $15 billion Everglades restoration and reduced future storage options -- got barely a mention through much of the summit.

Only Martin County Commissioner Michael DiTerlizzi suggested urging ''more stringent'' pollution restrictions on mega-developments planned north of Lake Okeechobee.

''You know, garbage in is garbage out in the lake,'' he said.

Carol Wehle, the district's executive director, said Everglades restoration projects will solve some issues in the long-term but it's hard to say how long that will be because of the uncertainity of federal support. She compared the annually frustrating visits to Congress to urge funding for projects to the Bill Murray comedy where he plays a weatherman doomed to repeat the same day over and over again.

''It's like Ground Hog Day,'' she said. ``There is nothing that breakes that impasse.'

http://www.miamiherald.com/416/story/187457.html

Coast Guard's tasks grow with Arctic traffic

By Barbara Slavin

USA Today

WASHINGTON -- When the commander of the U.S. Coast Guard thinks of future trouble spots, his focus is increasingly to the north -- the vast waters around a melting polar ice cap.

Once almost totally inaccessible to shipping and oil drilling, the region poses new opportunities for economic activity, as well as new challenges for those who patrol its frigid seas.

"If you go into a life raft 20 miles off the coast of North Carolina, chances are you are going to see the Coast Guard in a few hours," Adm. Thad Allen says. "If you go into life rafts at the edge of the Arctic ice cap, there are questions about when you should expect help to arrive." 

The Arctic is still relatively empty but stands to become more crowded in coming years as several countries stake their claim to its rich oil and gas reserves. The increased maritime traffic has made the Arctic a more significant focus for the Coast Guard in the past six months, Allen says.

"We're like the cop on the beat up there," he says. That beat is massive -- about half of the USA's 90,000 total miles of coastline is in Alaska.

The Coast Guard is responsible for policing maritime traffic, chasing off foreign fishermen who cross into U.S. waters, pursuing drug traffickers, rescuing sailors in distress, protecting indigenous people and responding to oil spills and other environmental accidents. The cutter Healy, one of three Coast Guard icebreakers, transports scientists into the Arctic in the summer for research on global warming and its repercussions.

Ice in the Arctic Ocean has decreased by nearly 20% over the past two decades, and "it would not be beyond the realm of possibility to have an ice-free route across the top of Russia sometime in the next five or 10 years," Allen says.

Such a route would shave up to 5,000 miles -- a week's sailing time -- off the journey between the North Atlantic and the North Pacific, he says, attracting ships that otherwise would have transited the Panama or Suez canals. Allen says there has also been heavier traffic in the Bering Sea between Alaska and Russia. He says it could become an international waterway similar to the English Channel or the Straits of Malacca between Malaysia and Indonesia.

The reduction in ice has sparked competing claims among the eight nations that border the Arctic: the United States, Russia, Canada, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark (which controls Greenland).

Russia claims 460,000 square miles of the Arctic as an extension of its continental shelf under a 1982 treaty that set guidelines for dividing undersea resources.

On July 9, Canada announced plans to build up to eight icebreakers and to establish a deep water port in its far north. Douglas Bancroft, director of the Canadian Ice Service, told a conference in Washington this month that Hudson Bay has seen a 50% decrease in ice since 1971. "Canada has a choice when it comes to defending our sovereignty over the Arctic," Prime Minister Stephen Harper said. "We can either use it or lose it. And  ... this government intends to use it."

John Bellinger, the U.S. State Department's top lawyer, says the United States could submit a claim to seabed up to 600 miles off the coast of Alaska. First, he says, the Senate has to ratify the treaty, which created a commission for establishing such claims. Otherwise, the United States can't get a seat on the commission.

http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2007-07-30-arcticinside_N.htm

PC busted? Don't let it go to e-waste; B.C. is the latest province to introduce measures to get electronics out of landfills and into recycling facilities 

By David George-Cosh

Globe and Mail 

The move to clean out the country's offices and living rooms is picking up steam, with British Columbia becoming the latest province to launch a program to have old electronics recycled instead of disposed of in landfills.

Beginning tomorrow, B.C. residents can take their unwanted televisions, monitors, personal computers (PCs) and printers to a series of drop-off depots that will sort and treat the discarded electronics for recycling, or burning at a smelter.

The province joins Alberta and Saskatchewan as jurisdictions that have already implemented an e-waste recycling program, with Nova Scotia and Ontario to follow suit with their own electronics recycling programs next year. 

The move to get electronic material out of the waste stream has been championed by environmentalists, who say that e-waste releases an abundance of toxic metals such as lead, mercury, lithium and cadmium into the environment. 

However, going green comes with a cost. B.C. residents will pay a levy on all new consumer electronics that are affected by the program, ranging from $5 for a laptop to $45 for a large TV. The fees will go toward the administration, collection and transportation of the materials in the Return-It Electronics Program. Supporters of the levy say it could eventually force manufacturers to design safer and less toxic electronics. 

"If you buy a piece of equipment today, at some point when it's dead, it will need to be disposed of," said Malcolm Harvey, spokesman for Encorp Pacific Canada, the federal non-profit agency that is managing the provincial program with the Electronics Stewardship Association of B.C.

Rachel Kagan, the Retail Council of Canada's national manager of government relations for the environment, supports the levy. "The levies are not a tax, it's a fee for a service for the responsible recycling of the product," she said. 

A report published by Environment Canada in 2002 indicated that an upward trend in e-waste existed after Canadians threw out an estimated 167,000 tonnes a year of electronic goods, and would rise to about 206,000 tonnes by 2010.

In 2004, Alberta was the first province to recycle e-waste, after the government foresaw the need to prevent the toxic substances used in electronics from affecting the environment. A year later, it introduced the levy system to help finance the program. 

The recycling program in B.C. does have several limitations; for one, CD and DVD players and cellphones are not included. There is also worry about the potential effects of air pollution created by processing electronics at a smelter, which uses high temperatures to burn up fine metals. 

Sarah Westervelt, a co-ordinator with the Basel Action Network, a Seattle-based group that has monitored the B.C. program since its announcement, is concerned the smelting process will unleash toxic substances into the air. 

"In a sense, by heating this waste stream, you're creating new toxins that aren't there until you heat them," she said. 

Mr. Harvey of Encorp says the company will be unveiling details on the three smelters that will be part of the e-waste program. The process has met federal, provincial, and municipal safety standards and passed an environmental audit conducted by an independent third-party, he says.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20070731.wlewaste31/BNStory/lifeMain/

There's plenty of green turf in Ontario election

By Murray Campbell

Globe and Mail 

QUEEN'S PARK — Change is good: Grey is being deemed the new black and environmental issues have supplanted health-care concerns as the most pressing issue on the minds of Ontario voters.

Environmentalists are hoping that their issues will become the deciding issues of the coming election campaign. No one can say for certain, however, whether this will happen, despite growing concern about pollution, global warming and water quality.

"It might but it might not," said Derek Leebosh, senior associate at Environics Research Group, whose poll, released yesterday, showed the environment is the most important issue in deciding vote choice in Ontario.

If that sounds illogical, it's worth looking at how health issues have influenced voters over the years. People said they were the most important but, as often as not, they went into the polling booth with something else on their minds.

Health issues sank Gary Filmon in Manitoba in 1999 and Stockwell Day never quite got past the public perception in the 2000 federal election that he favoured two-tier health care but, in general, most Canadian elections are decided on a non-health issue. That's because the parties stick so closely together in their health-policy positions that voters have a hard time choosing among them.

It looks like a similar scenario for the green front. The new poll, commissioned by a coalition of 13 environmental organizations, shows profound support for their ideas - so much so that Rick Smith, executive director of Environmental Defence, said "a number of these priorities have become so non-controversial that they have surpassed 'mum-and-apple-pie' status."

The environmentalists' poll confirms what the political parties are finding in their own surveys, which makes it certain that they will be offering voters green-friendly platforms. The days when a government could reduce environmental spending - as Mike Harris did after 1995 - are over.

The major parties still have a long way to go, however, in persuading voters that they're on side. The survey showed that none of them is seen as a leader on environmental issues. Four in 10 of the respondents either said all the parties were the same or they couldn't make a judgment.

"There's a huge swath of unclaimed green turf out there up for grabs," said Julia Langer of WWF Canada.

If voters acted with their hearts, they would be putting Green Party signs on their lawns, since the poll showed it had the best overall approach to environmental issues. That's not going to happen, however. As Mr. Leebosh said: "People are looking for a green party, not the Green Party."

Neither does the embrace of things green appear to be helping the New Democratic Party, even though it is unique among the parties in that it wouldn't build new nuclear power plants and it would close the remaining coal-burning facilities. Even though 44 per cent said they would be less likely to vote for a pro-nuke party, just 20 per cent of those surveyed said the anti-nuke NDP had the best approach to environmental issues - the same score as the Liberals and just two points ahead of the Progressive Conservatives.

NDP campaign director Rob Milling shrugs it off. "Just because it's the top issue doesn't necessarily mean it's going to govern voters' behaviour."

It doesn't matter to the environmentalists if voters judge the parties on a non-green issue as long as the parties are vying - as seems certain - to out-green each other in their platforms. "Our job is to make progress inevitable," said Dr. Smith. "The fastest way to do that is to ensure ... as much uptake on these ideas as possible by all parties."

Environics interviewed 1,160 eligible Ontarians between July 3 and 7. A survey of this size is considered accurate to within 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20070731.wcampbell31/BNStory/Science/

Development strikes ominous note for songbirds

By Cameron Smith

The Toronto Star

Songbirds are disappearing in Central and Southwestern Ontario and unless things change at Queen's Park, their future is bleak.

The birds have too little habitat to maintain their numbers. Yet a massive influx of people and development has been forecast by the Ontario government with no apparent thought given to the impact on songbird populations.

In fact, planning for their survival would be hit and miss at best, because no one knows exactly how much habitat the songbirds need.

Nevertheless, for very little money, a modest research project could help provincial officials immensely in designing development plans that include protection for songbirds. Time is short, however. What songbirds need are forest patches, and it takes 20 to 30 years to grow trees to a meaningful size. Yet Queen's Park is planning to add 4.4 million people to the Greater Golden Horseshoe Area (GGHA) within just 23 years.

The GGHA is a newly created planning area extending from Lake Ontario north to the top of Peterborough County, then west to Orillia and Collingwood, and finally south, passing to the west of Brantford and including all of the Niagara Peninsula. If no one plans for the birds, there'll be precious little room left for them. 

The issue is forest patch sized: What is the minimum area of forest that migratory songbirds need in Central and Southwestern Ontario to maintain their populations? Is it 20 hectares? Fifty? Two hundred?

No one knows. But Bridget Stutchbury, author of Silence of the Songbirds, says five years of research, concentrating on a few species with differing characteristics – for instance, hooded warblers, rose breasted grosbeaks, and perhaps one of the thrushes – would give a good start to understanding songbird needs, at least enough to give planners something to work with.

The research could be done for only $100,000 a year for five years, she says. It would involve recording the number of birds in forest patches of different sizes, attaching radio transmitters to some to track their movements, checking nests, and recording the survival rate of eggs and offspring.

In her book, she says that in the past 40 years, nearly half the migratory songbirds have disappeared from North America. The greatest cause has been clearing of tropical forests and pesticide use in Central and South America.

But in North America, habitat loss and lighting of tall structures at night (which causes migrating birds to crash into them) add significantly to declines.

In small patches, problems increase. To begin with, there are fewer birds per hectare, and they have poorer reproductive success. They prefer to live in colonies larger than small patches can sustain, because mating opportunities are greater. In addition, predation rates are higher in small patches: only half of the eggs survive. A lack of neighbouring patches increases the problems.

In the area between Toronto and Windsor, small patches are all there is. Trees cover only 15 per cent of the land.

What this adds up to is that migratory songbirds in Central and Southwestern Ontario cannot produce enough young to replace the older birds that die. It's a downward population spiral – bad news for Ontario unless it very quickly gets a handle on exactly what songbirds require.

As Stutchbury says in an interview: "If (the province) is going to be making crucial management decisions, (it) will need reliable data."

Given what's at stake, $500,000 spread over five years would be remarkably little to pay for the information. The research won't give a final answer to the needs of all songbirds. But it would be a big step forward.

http://www.thestar.com/article/240722

Another challenge: capturing gases to be buried; Companies and cities are pushing to build coal-fired power plants that emit no greenhouse gases.
By Mark Clayton
The Christian Science Monitor
Against a pancake-flat horizon dotted by nodding oil pumps, Hoxie Smith sweeps his hand across 600 acres where he expects the nation's first "clean coal" power plant to rise from a vista of mesquite and prickly-pear cactus. 

He's leading the Odessa, Texas, bid for a joint public-private project to build a revolutionary energy source that would emit virtually no greenhouse gases. 

"I think we're on the verge of an energy renaissance in this country," says Mr. Smith. "Texas is going to lead the way."

Several Lone Star initiatives are under way. A second Texas city is vying for the project. In the private sector, at least a dozen proposals using similar technology have surfaced in the state in the past year. If the race to build climate-neutral coal-fired plants is heating up here in the home of Big Oil, it's a sign that America's energy industry is eyeing seriously new ways of producing power without warming the planet. 

The idea is simple: Capture greenhouse gases before they go up the smokestack. Some promising technologies have already been developed. But several obstacles remain, key among them: storage and cost. 

Scientists are hard at work here on the first challenge, trying to figure out if greenhouse gases can be stored safely and permanently underground. Texas' underground salt basins and old oil and gas fields are among the prime areas being considered to hold the nation's waste carbon-dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases. 

The second challenge is to find cost-effective ways to trap those gases in power plants before they go up the smokestack.

At the moment, the leading technology to do this is coal gasification, otherwise known as Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle or IGCC. Instead of burning coal, an IGCC system heats it up with steam until it breaks apart into a concentrated stream of gases, including CO2. The CO2 is captured while other gases, including hydrogen, are burned to produce electricity. 

Plants are costlier to build and run

Currently, building a new IGCC plant costs about 20 percent more than a conventional coal-fired power plant, industry experts estimate. It's also more expensive to run. Even without CO2-capture, electricity produced by IGCC costs 5 to 11 percent more to make, according to a study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. When capturing CO2 for sequestration below ground, the cost jumps to 30 percent or more above a standard power plant. 

But big utilities here in the United States and elsewhere are interested in IGCC for three related reasons. First, the alternatives are not particularly attractive. The spike in natural-gas prices has made gas-fired turbine plants less attractive. Nuclear plants are controversial, costly, and take years to site and get approved, at least in developed countries. That leaves conventional coal-fired power plants, which face an uncertain future because their greenhouse-gas emissions could make them much more costly to operate if governments enact climate legislation that puts a price on carbon. 

If the typical household had to pay, say, $30 for every ton of CO2 emissions it produced, it would pay an extra $13.50 a month for electricity, the MIT study estimates. 

Coal-fired power plants around the world produce about a third of global greenhouse-gas emissions, according to the US Energy Department. 

That's why some 50 IGCC power plant projects are now in various phases of development around the world – 27 of them in the US alone across 16 states, reported Emerging Energy Research, a Boston-based market research firm, earlier this year. 

The most visible US effort is the $1.5 billion "FutureGen" project, partially funded by the Energy Department, which Odessa is trying to land. It faces tough competition from two sites in Illinois, as well as another in Texas. Final proposals are due Wednesday. 

But FutureGen is now in a race with the private sector to build the first IGCC plant capable of sequestering at least some of its CO2. In Edwardsport, Ind., Duke Power filed a request earlier this month with the state public service commission to build a 630-megawatt IGCC plant.•In Mountaineer, W.V., American Electric Power also this month filed to build a 630-megawatt IGCC plant for completion by 2012.•So did Tampa Electric Company in Polk County, Fla. Two other plants proposed by independent power producer ERORA Group LLC of Louisville, Ky., are also in advanced stages of development in Taylorville, Ill., and Cash Creek, Ky. 

Back in the Lone Star state, it had looked like the state would get the typical solution to Hoxie Smith power demand – 11 big new pulverized-coal power plants emitting tens of millions of tons of CO2 emissions and other pollutants. But TXU has dumped plans for eight of those plants and intends instead to erect two IGCC facilities. Meanwhile, Hunton Energy, a division of Houston-based Hunton Group, is moving ahead with plans for a 1,200-megawatt IGCC power plant. The municipal power company for Austin, Texas, has also announced plans to build an IGCC plant. 

US could lead global push

IGCC development in the US could have important ramifications abroad. For example, China is a partner in FutureGen and some experts believe the project could convince China to begin building IGCC plants instead of the hundreds of conventional coal-burning plants it has been erecting at a rate of two per week. 

"What happens in Texas has clear potential to affect plans for power-plant construction worldwide, including China," says John Thompson, director of the coal-transition project at Clean Air Task Force, a Boston-based environmental group. 

A final decision on siting FutureGen is slated for November. While he's a little nervous, Smith isn't too worried because he says Odessa would still be a shoo-in for another IGCC plant. 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0731/p10s01-wogi.htm
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Security Council authorizes hybrid UN-African Union operation in Darfur 
31 July - The Security Council today approved the creation of a hybrid United Nations-African Union peacekeeping force to quell the violence and instability plaguing the Darfur region of Sudan, where hundreds of thousands of people have been killed and two million others forced to flee their homes. 

In what Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called a “historic and unprecedented resolution,” Council members unanimously backed the establishment of a force of nearly 20,000 military personnel and more than 6,000 police officers. 

The hybrid operation – to be known as UNAMID – has an initial mandate of 12 months and will incorporate the existing AU Mission in Sudan (AMIS), which has been deployed across Darfur since 2004. It will become the largest peacekeeping force in the world. 

By October UNAMID is scheduled to have its management, command and control structures in place, and then by the end of the year it is expected to be ready to take over operations from AMIS. 

Since fighting erupted between rebel groups, Government forces and allied Janjaweed militias in 2003, UN officials have repeatedly described Darfur as the scene of one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises. More than 200,000 people have been killed and the conflict has spilled into neighbouring Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR). 

“You are sending a clear and powerful signal of your commitment to improve the lives of the people of the region, and close this tragic chapter in Sudan’s history,” Mr. Ban told the Council after it voted for the resolution authorizing the force. 
Stressing the need to move rapidly to ensure UNAMID can deploy on time, he called on Member States to contribute troops and police officers and urged the Sudanese Government and the rebel groups to immediately end hostilities and give their “unequivocal and continuous support” to the force. 

UNAMID is tasked with acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter to support the “early and effective implementation” of last year’s Darfur Peace Agreement between the Government and the rebels, and it is also mandated to protect civilians, prevent armed attacks and ensure the security of aid workers and its own personnel and facilities. 

Command and control structures and backstopping for UNAMID will be provided by the UN, today’s resolution added, and the operation will also have a single chain of command. 

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno told reporters that “enormous work” would be required between now and the end of the year to make sure that UNAMID can start operations on time. 

The resolution has been adopted just days before the UN and AU Special Envoys for Darfur, Jan Eliasson and Salim Ahmed Salim, host “pre-negotiation talks” in Arusha, Tanzania, with those rebel groups and militias that have not signed the Darfur Peace Agreement. 

Mr. Ban said it was critical that the three-day meeting starting on Friday “yield positive results so as to pave the way for negotiations and, ultimately, a peace agreement. Only in this way can we end the violence and destruction that have afflicted Darfur for more than three years.” 

Decisive global action needed to combat climate change, say top UN officials 

31 July - Top United Nations officials joined leading experts today in urging decisive action on a global scale to combat the challenges posed by climate change. 

“We cannot continue with business as usual,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told a General Assembly meeting on the issue at UN Headquarters in New York, citing the findings of the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) which affirmed earlier this year that global warming is directly linked to human activity. 

Mr. Ban called for “new thinking” to tackle the challenge, since how it is addressed “will define us, our era, and ultimately, our global legacy.” 

The Secretary-General is convening a high-level meeting on climate change when the new Assembly session starts in September. 

In his statement today, Mr. Ban also highlighted the need for a comprehensive agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to deal with the matter. The Kyoto Protocol – the international community's current framework for reducing greenhouse gas emissions – expires in 2012, and he said that countries must agree to a successor pact to be ready for ratification three years before that date to allow countries to make it law in time. 

A “Greening the UN” project has been launched to minimize the world body’s impact body on the environment, he added. 

Also voicing the need for urgent action, the President of the General Assembly emphasized the “cruel irony” of the disproportionate effects of climate change on the countries least responsible for it. 

“Greater variations of rainfall, combined with rising sea levels, will lead to more extreme weather, particularly in parts of Asia, sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America,” Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa said, at the opening of today’s meeting. 

“We therefore have a special responsibility to help those countries most affected to adapt to climate change.” 

She added that this assistance, which includes investing in climate-friendly energy production and energy efficiency, as well as technology transfers, will help to ensure the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a series of targets aimed at slashing a host of social and economic ills by 2015. 

Such efforts “should not be at the cost of economic growth, but to achieve it,” she said, noting that “a global consensus can only be secured if all countries can share in the benefits from action to address” climate change. 

Sheikha Haya also said the debate itself was “carbon neutral,” with the carbon emissions from both UN Headquarters and from the air travel to bring experts to New York having been off-set by investment in a biomass fuel project in Kenya. 

The two-day plenary session that kicked off today is the first-ever devoted exclusively to climate change, seeking to translate the growing scientific consensus on the problem into a broad political consensus for action following alarming UN reports earlier this year on its potentially devastating effects. The event will include a thematic debate and interactive panel discussions with climate change experts. 

The meeting seeks to build momentum towards the high-level meeting in September and the upcoming negotiations under the Climate Change Convention in December in Bali, Indonesia. 

Ban Ki-moon condemns killing of two Korean hostages in Afghanistan 

31 July - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today spoke out against the recent killing of two South Korean nationals abducted in Afghanistan nearly two weeks ago, calling for the safe return of the remaining detainees, including several women. 

“The Secretary-General deplores the killing of two of the hostages from the Republic of Korea held by the Taliban,” his spokesperson said in a statement. 

Deeply concerned for the safety and welfare of those still being detained – 21 Korean hostages, as well as a German national and four Afghans – Mr. Ban notes that these hostages include “many young women who came to help the people of Afghanistan and they should not be made part of the conflict in that country.” 

Mr. Ban “fully supports the Afghan authorities in their continuing efforts to ensure the safe return of all those being held against their will,” the spokesperson added. 

Secretary-General urges greater efforts to achieve anti-poverty targets 

31 July - Stating that the world was “seriously off track” to reaching some of its shared anti-poverty goals by the target date of 2015, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called for urgently stepped-up efforts to achieve the objectives on time. 

“For the next seven and a half years, every day is a new day for us to make a difference for millions of people around the world,” Mr. Ban said today in New York, urging more concerted action towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – the set of eight targets for slashing poverty and other social and economic ills, all by 2015. 

Mr. Ban’s call for action came at the launch of a new initiative by British Prime Minister Gordon Brown who, during his first visit to United Nations Headquarters since taking office last month, today announced a global partnership for development involving government and business leaders. 

The Secretary-General hailed Mr. Brown’s “deep and genuine commitment to development,” and his proposal for a summit-level meeting on the Goals at the UN next year, saying that, to make such an event a success, the entire membership of the world body will need to be fully engaged in the preparations and follow-up. 

A mid-point progress report on the MDGs, presented by Mr. Ban earlier this month, showed that the Goals remain achievable in most countries, but only if political leaders in rich and poor nations take urgent and concerted action. 

Calling the 2015 target date a “goalpost that cannot be moved,” Mr. Ban stressed today the need to “infuse our mission with the urgency it requires.” 

“As we reach the halfway point to that date, the clock is ticking louder every day,” he stated, adding that reaching the Goals on time will require strengthened partnerships between developed and developing countries and “innovative and bold” contributions from business, civil society and faith groups. 

“Some say we will not make it,” he said. “But I say we still can.” 

Cyprus: UN mission welcomes European Commission’s support for de-mining projects 

31 July - The United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) today lauded the signing of a €4 million contract between the European Commission (EC) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) to clear remaining mines inside the buffer zone patrolled by the world body. 

In a press release, the mission commended the EC for its continued financial assistance “to continue the important task of rendering the buffer zone free of all mines and ultimately returning the land to civilian use.” 

To date, the UNDP – through its Partnership for the Future, Mine Action Centre programme which was launched in November 2004 – has released more than 2 million square metres of land and removed over 2,800 mines from the Mediterranean island. 

Last November, Nicosia, the capital, was declared mine-free after the Partnership cleared the area of its last mines, capping off a two-year campaign. 

UNFICYP pledged its full support to the Partnership in completing “this important work” in the buffer zone, which is 180 kilometres long and covers around three per cent of the surface area of Cyprus. 

UN, international partners to step up contacts with reconciliation body in Somalia 

31 July - The United Nations and its international partners in the search for peace in Somalia plan to step up their contacts with the country’s National Reconciliation Congress in an effort to bring stability to a faction-riven land that has had no functioning central government for 16 years. 

The UN led a delegation of the International Advisory Group to Mogadishu, the Somali capital, over the weekend to attend and receive an update on Congress’s ongoing work. 

“The delegation expressed its intention for members of the international community to have henceforth a frequent presence at the Congress,” UN spokesperson Marie Okabe told a news briefing in New York today. 

The delegation was led by the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Somalia, Per Lindgarde, and included representatives from Norway, Sweden, Italy, Yemen and Egypt. 

In addition to their conversations with delegates and organizers of the Congress, the group also met with representatives of the Transitional Federal Government (TGF) and with the Hawiye Council. 

Hostilities in the country flared up again last year, culminating in the expulsion from Mogadishu in December of Islamist groups by the TFG, backed by Ethiopian troops. 

According to UN figures, 340,000 people, or roughly one-third of Mogadishu’s population, have fled the city in ongoing hostilities since February. 

Despite progress too many children in Niger still face alarming malnutrition, UN warns 

31 July - As the impoverished West African country of Niger enters the “lean season,” when food from the last harvest runs out, too many children are still at risk of malnutrition despite much progress made over the past two years, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned today. 

Although a lot has been done to improve the situation, “we must be ready and must scale up the response to save thousands child lives at risk during the lean season,” UNICEF country representative Akhil Iyer said. 

“Improvement of the situation will come only from a sustained support to improve access to health care, access to life-saving information and practices, especially for women, access to education, especially for girls, and rural and community development.” 

The latest national nutrition survey reveals that the proportion of children suffering from acute malnutrition is contained at 11.2 per cent at the national level, down from 15.3 per cent in October 2005. More importantly, as compared to October 2005, the severe form of acute malnutrition has been cut in half, illustrating the impact of the large scale intervention put in place in response to the 2005 food crisis. 

“It means that thousands of child lives were saved but it also means that far too many child lives are on the brink” UNICEF’s Nutrition Chief in Niger Noel Zagre said. 

The national average, however, conceals alarming disparities and trends at the regional level and for different age groups with children under three the most affected: 15.5 per cent of these are acutely malnourished. The situation is especially worrying in the region of Agadez, Diffa, Maradi and Zinder where severe acute malnutrition in those under three has sharply increased in the last months. 

In two regions, acute malnutrition is above the emergency threshold of more than 15 per cent, revealing a recent and significant deterioration in children under five. The global acute malnutrition rate is at a troubling 19.6 per cent in Diffa and at 17.5 per cent in Agadez. In Maradi and Zinder, considered as prime farming areas, the situation is critical. Acute malnutrition rates increased sharply in the last six months, now respectively at 11.8 per cent and 14.2 per cent. 

High rates of malnutrition in young children are rooted in the lack of access to age-appropriate food and feeding practices and the lack of access to basic health services. The situation is compounded by the lack of access of women and caregivers to life-saving information, education and support within a context of massive and pervasive poverty. 

In response UNICEF is stepping up its support to the Government in coordinating a network of 21 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to provide therapeutic care for children not yet covered by the more than 900 facility and community-based feeding centres already operational. UNICEF provides staff training, therapeutic foods, essential medicine, anthropometric equipment and monitoring and counseling to nutritional centers. 

In cooperation with the UN World Food Programme (WFP) UNICEF is also seeking to provide all children under three in all the regions, except Niamey, with free supplementary food for two months. In Diffa, the operation will be extended to all children under five and to pregnant and lactating women and will include de-worming and vitamin A supplementation. 

Other measures include intensified community-based activities to prevent children from slipping into malnutrition and identify and refer malnourished children to care and feeding centers and increased emphasis on improved infant feeding practices, such as exclusive breastfeeding and age-appropriate additional foods together with vitamin and mineral supplementation, de-worming and malaria control. 

UN reiterates call on Guatemala to back proposed body to probe armed groups 

31 July - The United Nations today reiterated its call on Guatemala to “seize this opportunity” to set up a proposed independent body to investigate illegal armed groups in the Central American country on the eve of a vote in the national legislature tomorrow. 

A UN commissioner and experts would work with Guatemalan prosecutors to combat organized crime and impunity as part of the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (to be known as CICIG, its Spanish acronym). The Commission will have an initial mandate of two years under the proposal. 

Speaking to reporters, UN spokesperson Marie Okabe reiterated a statement by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon earlier this month urging Guatemala to take the opportunity “to use international assistance to strengthen its national judicial institutions in the fight against impunity in a way that is fully respectful of Guatemalan sovereignty.” 

Ms. Okabe added that the UN was committed to doing everything it could to make CICIG a success. 

The Commission will be able to conduct its own investigations and also help local institutions, particularly the Office of the Public Prosecutor. While it will be an independent, non-UN body, its commissioner will be appointed by the Secretary-General and report periodically to him. 

One of its tasks is to recommend public policies and any legal or institutional measures for eradicating the illegal armed groups and preventing their re-emergence. The costs are expected to be borne by voluntary contributions from the international community. 

Ban-Ki moon to see UN rehabilitation efforts in Haiti during upcoming visit 

31 July - When Ban Ki-moon arrives in Haiti tomorrow for a 24-hour tour, he will witness efforts by the United Nations in the fields of security, the economy and the judiciary that have fostered progress since the last visit by a Secretary-General to the impoverished Caribbean country a year ago, the UN mission there said today. 

Notorious flashpoints of violence in Port-au-Prince, the capital, such as Cité Soleil, Martissant, Grand Ravine, Ti Bois, where residents were once terrorized by armed gangs, now enjoy relative calm thanks to security operations carried out by the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) together with the Haitian National Police (HNP). 

“We have made significant progress, even if the situation is still fragile,” MINUSTAH’s head and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative Edmond Mulet said, noting that the cooperation between the UN and the PNH helped reduce the “confrontation and animosity” that existed between the gangs. 

In an article on its website, MINUSTAH pointed to the professionalization of the HNP with its organizational, administrative and operational capacities reinforced. Some 30 trainers from the UN mission together with national trainers are involved in preparing cadets at the police academy. 

Technical advisers are also on hand at police stations, departmental headquarters and in joint patrols, according to the mission. 

On the judicial front, important work is under way to guarantee the independence of magistrates, judges and the whole legal system. 

These measures combine to contribute to a greater sense of stability, considered essential to encouraging foreign investment, fostering job creation and re-establishing tourism in Haiti. 

Mr. Mulet said that economic gains were also encouraging, citing the reduction in inflation and relations between the Government and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, and bilateral lenders. 

During his visit Mr. Ban will meet with the President René Préval, Prime Minister Jacques Edouard Alexis and Justice Minister René Magloire, as well as with the presidents of the two chambers of Parliament, to discuss the great challenges lying ahead. 

He will also visit Cité Soleil to see first hand the evolution of a social and development project set up by international partners including the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the inter-governmental International Organization for Migration (IOM). 

UN regional literacy conference kicks off in Beijing 

31 July - The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is holding a conference in Beijing starting today to help tackle illiteracy in East Asia, South-East Asia and the Pacific, where women make up nearly seven out of every 10 people who cannot read and write. 

Education ministers, experts, civil society representatives and First Ladies from across the region have gathered in the Chinese capital for the two-day conference, which is focusing on encouraging partnerships and promoting innovative approaches to reducing illiteracy. 

Almost 92 per cent of people in East Asia, South-East Asia and the Pacific can read and write, but the figures vary widely from country to country and the region as a whole suffers from a persistent gender gap, with women comprising 70 per cent of the illiterate population. 

The conference is designed to trigger individual States to do more to promote literacy through measures such as building up their investment in literacy programmes and integrating such programmes into wider education strategies. 

This week’s gathering is the second of six regional meetings on global literacy to be held before the end of next year. They follow on from the White House Conference on Global Literacy, held in New York in September last year. That conference was hosted by United States First Lady Laura Bush, who is also a Honorary Ambassador for the UN Literacy Decade (2003-2012) and UNESCO’s Literacy Initiative for Empowerment. 

Play on – music serves as tool in UN-backed plan for peaceful elections in Sierra Leone 

31 July - If music be the food of love, then it can also serve to promote peaceful elections in a country recovering from a disastrous decade-long civil war. Such is the updating of the famous line from Shakespeare adapted by the United Nations and its partners to fit the upcoming polls in Sierra Leone. 

More than a dozen well-known area musicians are touring the Sierra Leone countryside in a series of peace-promoting concerts as the small West African country prepares for presidential and parliamentary elections on 11 August, the second since it emerged in 2002 from a brutal conflict that saw thousands killed and many others with their limbs cut off in a terror-campaign of mutilation. 

“Music is one of the most important resources of Sierra Leone,” UN Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative Victor Angelo says. “These young people represent what is best about the country, and the UN is proud to support them so that their message of peace reaches all the citizens of their country.” 

The initiative, “Artists for Peace,” is being jointly organized by UNDP, the Government’s National Communications Strategy Project, the Centre for the Coordination of Youth Activities (CCYA) and the participating artists, who will perform in several cities, with each concert encouraging political tolerance and non-violence. 

Popular musicians such as Wahid, Daddy Ish, Cee Jay, Velma and Camouflage are among the line-up for the peace rallies scheduled for several locations in Freetown, the capital, and in the provinces in Makeni, Bo, Kenema and Kono. 

“Elections are meant to uplift the lives of all citizens,” Velma, one of the lead female musicians in her self-titled group, says. “We want to use our voices to encourage people to exercise their civic rights in a peaceful manner and to remain tolerant of each other.”

====================================================================

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

31 July 2007 _____________________________________________________________________________
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

**Statement on Hostage Killings in Afghanistan
Good afternoon.  I’ll start with a statement attributable to Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the killing of Korean hostages in Afghanistan.

The Secretary-General deplores the killing of two of the hostages from the Republic of Korea held by the Taliban.  He offers his sincere condolences to the family of the victims and to the Korean people.

He remains deeply concerned for the safety and welfare of the 21 Korean hostages, the German national and the four Afghans who are still being detained.  The Secretary-General notes that these hostages include many young women who came to the country to help the people of Afghanistan, and they should not be made part of the conflict in that country.

The Secretary-General fully supports the Afghan authorities in their continuing efforts to ensure the safe return of all those being held against their will.

**Security Council
At United Nations Headquarters today, at 3 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled a formal meeting to vote on extending the sanctions on the flow of arms within and into the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Immediately after that, the Security Council has scheduled another formal meeting to vote on a draft resolution concerning the mandate for establishing an African Union-UN hybrid operation in Darfur.  A draft resolution on that hybrid operation was circulated by its co-sponsors last night, and has been turned into blue.

The Secretary-General has been invited by the Security Council President to attend that meeting and he is scheduled to speak then.  After the meeting on Sudan is finished, we expected the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean Marie Guéhenno, and Jane Holl Lute, the acting head of the Department of Field Support, to talk to you at the Security Council stakeout microphone.

Today is the last day of the Chinese presidency of the Security Council, and tomorrow, the Republic of the Congo will assume the presidency of the Council for the month of August.  And a briefing is scheduled for you later in the week.

**Humanitarian Update on Sudan
And also on Sudan, we have a humanitarian update from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  It notes that, following reports of two confirmed cases of polio across the border in Chad, UNICEF, the World Health Organization and other partners are set to launch an emergency vaccination campaign in West Darfur in the coming days.  OCHA also notes that, so far this year, 87 humanitarian vehicles have been hijacked, including two on Sunday.  One of them was later recovered, and no one was injured in the latest attack.

**Secretary-General on Climate Change
And this morning the Secretary-General addressed the General Assembly’s informal debate on “climate change as a global challenge”.  He said that the time had come for decisive action on a global scale.  He called for a comprehensive agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that tackles climate change on all fronts.  He urged all countries to reach an agreement by 2009 that would be in force when the current Kyoto Protocol commitment period expires in 2012.

The Secretary-General noted that this week’s debate helps lay the groundwork for the 24 September high-level session he is convening on climate change, and in turn for the upcoming UNFCCC negotiations in December.  He added that he is determined to minimize the UN system’s own carbon footprint and make it a climate neutral organization.  And we have the full text of his statement upstairs.

**Secretary-General on Millennium Development Goals
And then the Secretary-General, as you know, this morning met with UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown and attended the Prime Minister’s launch of a new initiative on the Millennium Development Goals.  He noted the Prime Minister’s proposal for a summit-level meeting on the Goals at the United Nations next year, saying that, to make such an event a success, the UN membership will need to be fully engaged in the preparations and follow-up.  He said that we are seriously off track on some of the Goals with some regions further behind than others.  “Some say we will not make it”, the Secretary-General said.  “But I say we still can.”  The Secretary-General added that he was very encouraged by Prime Minister Brown’s strong commitment and support for the Goals and for peace and security initiatives around the world, including Darfur.  And we have the remarks that he made upstairs for you.

** Cyprus
And the UN Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) is welcoming the signing of a Є4 million contract between the European Commission and UNDP in order to complete the demining of the UN-patrolled buffer zone in Cyprus.  The mission commends the ongoing financial support provided by the European Commission to continue the important work of rendering the buffer zone free of all mines and ultimately returning the land to civilian use.  Last year, Nicosia was declared mine-free and, so far, 2,810 mines have been removed from Cyprus.  And there’s a press release on this subject upstairs.

** Somalia
And a bit belatedly, but in response to questions, as was reported in the media over the weekend, the United Nations led a delegation of the International Advisory Group to Somalia over the weekend to attend and to receive an update on the ongoing National Reconciliation Congress.  The delegation to Mogadishu was led by the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, Per Lindgarde, and also included representatives from Norway, Sweden, Italy, Yemen and Egypt.  The delegation expressed its intention for the members of the international community to have, henceforth, a frequent presence at the Congress.  In addition to their conversations with delegates and organizers of the Congress, the group also met with representatives of the Transitional Federal Government and with the Hawiye Council.

** Niger
And turning to Niger, UNICEF is stepping up its efforts in Niger to take care of an estimated 275,000 children who will be at risk of malnutrition during the months of the lean season, from July to October.  Among other measures, UNICEF will scale up therapeutic care to reach children in need not yet covered by the existing feeding centres.  It will also provide, in cooperation with the World Food Programme (WFP), a two-month free distribution of supplementary food for children under three years old.  And you can find more details on these and other measures being put into place in a UNICEF press release available upstairs.

** Guatemala
And you may have noticed the editorial in today’s The New York Times that referred to a proposal before the Guatemalan legislature to establish an International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG), in which a UN commissioner and experts would work alongside Guatemalan prosecutors to combat organized crime and impunity.  That proposal is up for a critical vote tomorrow in Guatemala.

We would like to reiterate, therefore, the position expressed by the Secretary-General in a statement earlier this month about the Commission.  He hopes and urges Guatemala to seize this opportunity to use international assistance to strengthen its justice system in a way that is completely respectful of Guatemalan sovereignty.  We would also like to stress the commitment of the United Nations to do everything it can, provided that the Commission is approved, to make this Commission a success in helping the Guatemalan people and authorities in their difficult fight against crime and impunity.

**Press Conference
And just to flag a couple of press conferences, tomorrow at 11:15 a.m., there will be a press conference by Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, who will brief you in connection with the General Assembly thematic debate on climate change.  Our guest tomorrow at the noon briefing will be Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, who will brief you on the “Significance of Climate Change on Agriculture”. 

And I should have said this one first, today at 1 p.m. there will be a press conference by panellists from the General Assembly thematic debate on climate change.  The speakers include Sir Nicholas Stern, of the London School of Economics; Jim Rogers, Chairman and CEO of Duke Energy; and Sunita Narain, writer and environmental campaigner based in India.  They will brief you on the way forward in addressing climate change.

**Comings and Goings
And finally, as this is the last day of the month, I just wanted to note that here’s been a flurry of departures of some familiar faces from the UN press corps.  The departures in the past two months include veteran CNN producer Liz Neisloss, as well as BBC’s Theresa Sturley.  We also bid farewell to VOA’s Peter Heinlein and Laura Angela Bagnetto of the Saudi News Agency.  I am told that Stephanie Hartgrove of Al-Jazeera will also be leaving soon, as will Shogo Kawakita of Kyodo News.  Today, another old-timer is closing shop.  It is Bill Reilly’s last day with UPI, which has decided to shut down as of today the UN bureau after covering the United Nations for 62 years.  We will miss you all.  And as we bid farewell to those who are leaving, on behalf of the Spokesperson’s Office, I would also like to welcome two new recent resident correspondents, Damian Fowler of the BBC and Shoichiro Beppu of NHK.

And that’s what I have for you.  Anything for me?  Yes.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Marie, did the Secretary-General talk recently with Carla del Ponte, the Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia?  And if he did, did he offer to extend her mandate until the end of the year since we know her mandate is expiring on 15 September?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I have nothing on any recent conversation between the Secretary-General and Ms. Del Ponte, and I have nothing on her assignment either, but if there is anything new to tell you I will certainly do so.

Question:  Do you have any update on the response of the Netherlands Government to the Lebanese Government regarding a tribunal?

Deputy Spokesperson:  No, but my understanding is that the response would be contained in an upcoming Secretary-General report towards the end of August.

Question:  Regarding Gordon Brown’s meeting with the Secretary-General, did they discuss Iraq and the future of Iraq? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  Yes, they did.

Question:  And also, did he offer any assistance or help to the United Nations to establish its (inaudible)?

Deputy Spokesperson:  To confirm what you just said, yes, they discussed a wide range of issues.  They had a very good meeting.  They discussed the Millennium Development Goals, Darfur, the Middle East, efforts to combat climate change, Afghanistan and UN reform.  And I think in terms of the position of the Secretary-General, you know, and in terms of the Prime Minister’s position on that, he was asked at the Q&A session and I think that’s the answer from his side.

Question:  The Secretary-General said climate change was one of his primary objectives.  But this Secretary-General has also met with Mr. Bush recently and other senior officials.  Has he made a case for the United States to sign on to the Kyoto Protocol in order to strengthen the climate change measures?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think he’s been discussing the issue of how to combat climate change as an urgent and important issue that all countries in the world need to participate in.  Specifically on his discussions recently with President Bush, I’d have to look into the readout of that meeting.  

Question:  What is the Secretary-General’s opinion on the resolution that’s ready for a vote.  I know it’s a Council matter, but it’s Darfur.  Is he happy with the changes that have been made that some say have watered it down? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  As you know, the draft resolution has just been in the last few hours turned into blue.  It needs to be voted on first.  But the Secretary-General will attend the session, and he will have a statement then, and that will be on the record.

Question:  I have two questions.  Speaking yesterday on the occasion of the National Day, King Mohammed VI said that Morocco would offer autonomy for negotiations and only autonomy.  Given that situation, what does the Secretary-General expect to happen at the forthcoming Manhasset meeting?  And the second question is, you indicated that some important news agencies are closing shop here at Headquarters.  Has the UN been aware of any reasons for that closing? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think I just mentioned a number of veteran correspondents and others leaving, and it was a major news agency that was closing shop and you’d probably have to ask them about that.  In terms of the upcoming talks, I think I can confirm that the participants have confirmed their participation in the talks on Western Sahara scheduled for the 10th and 11th of next month.  And as far as the Secretary-General is concerned, again, he has entrusted the talks to his trusted representatives, so let’s see how it goes.

Question:  A quote on Reuters, I’m asking about is on refugees in the Central African Republic and Médicins sans frontières is saying they’re there on an interim basis until the United Nations steps in.  Who in the United Nations system is going to take action?   

Deputy Spokesperson:  As you know, the agency on the ground is the United Nations refugee agency and it’s assisting refugees from Sudan in the Central African Republic, as well as in Chad.  In terms of initiatives on the peacekeeping front, I think Jean-Marie Guéhenno had recently gone to Brussels to discuss some EU initiatives on the matter, so that’s where I think the lead is now.

Question:  Seems the refugees are going into Cameroon now.  

Deputy Spokesperson:  If it’s a refugee emergency, if it involves refugees, then it’s the UN refugee agency that would be most responsible for dealing with that situation.

Question:  Also I was wondering, yesterday the Secretary-General met with Kemal Derviş of UNDP and you gave me this readout that says they agreed on additional measures for looking into DPRK that should be taken with Member States and executive boards.  I couldn’t tell from this, what is the status of this second phase of audit that Deputy Secretary-General Migiro wrote a letter about a month ago?  What are the next steps on that or does this replace that? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  This is the latest on this subject.

Question:  So has the second part been done or not been done?

Deputy Spokesperson:  This is the latest that we have based on the conversation the Secretary-General had with the UNDP Administrator, which, for the others in this room, did not focus just on UNDP and DPRK, but on a number of other issues of concern.

Question:  You also said they conferred on the appointment of resident coordinators.  Who makes the decision choosing who will be the resident coordinator in a country?  Is that only UNDP’s decision?  Did he confer with the Secretary-General?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Yes, with the Secretary-General.  That’s why they had the meeting together.

Question:  Since the Middle East is high on the agenda of the international leaders, do you know if there are plans for the Secretary-General to travel to the Middle East?

Deputy Spokesperson:  As of now I don’t have any further plans.  His next trip is tomorrow and he’ll be going to Haiti and Barbados.

Question:  Marie, regarding the question I asked before about the closure of some important news agencies in the United Nations, isn’t DPI, and the United Nations in general, interested enough not to know the reasons why they are closing their offices? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  You want to know the reason why the UPI is closing shop?  You’d have to ask UPI.

Question:  No, my question is, is DPI interested in knowing the reasons why UPI and other agencies are closing shop?  

Deputy Spokesperson:  You’d have to ask DPI.

Question:  You are DPI.

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’m the acting Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.  I’m simply here today and the only reason I mentioned some of our departing colleagues is because I think all of you are very familiar with them and I thought we should note that their departure will be missed.  The fact that one of the agencies has to close is a sad chapter of a major news agency with a long record of covering not just the United Nations, but the world.  

Question:  Is the United Nations concerned about the fact that some news agencies will no longer be here to cover the United Nations work?  

Deputy Spokesperson:  If news agencies have to pull out for budgetary reasons or whatever reasons that they need to, obviously it’ll be a loss in another outlet to broadcast the news of the United Nations and, of course, that will be a loss and we would regret that.  On that note, have a good afternoon.  Three o’clock, Security Council.

* *** *
General Environment News


The Washington Post – Losing Forests to Fuel Cars


The Washington Post – Cardin Seeks Caps on Greenhouse Gases 


The New York Times – Chicagoans Protest as Indiana Lets a Refinery Add to Lake Pollution


The New York Times – Study of Metal Emissions Shows Gains in Brakes, but Tires Remain a Culprit 


The New York Times – Energy Bill Aids Expansion of Atomic Power 


The New York Times – In Monterey Bay, a Mollusk Strays and Stays for Dinner 


The Financial Times – US Treasury Secretary Calls for Cooperation with China on Clean Energy 


The Chicago Tribune – 8 towns stand up against BP plan


The Christian Science Monitor – Earth too warm? Bury the CO2.


The Miami Herald – Ideas, concerns flow at `Water Summit'


USA Today – Coast Guard's tasks grow with Arctic traffic


Globe and Mail – PC busted? Don't let it go to e-waste


Globe and Mail – There's plenty of green turf in Ontario election


The Toronto Star – Development strikes ominous note for songbirds


The Christian Science Monitor – Another challenge: capturing gases to be buried


� ��


�








Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:unepmedia@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

