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ENS: From Socially Responsible Investing to Sustainable Investing 

{Editor's Note: This is the second in a weekly series of articles by experts on sustainable business originally published in the "Green Money Journal."} 

By Joe Keefe 

PORTSMOUTH, New Hampshire, August 6, 2007 (ENS) - Over the next 15 years, I think we will see a transition from the old world of socially responsible investing, SRI, to the new world of sustainable investing. By sustainable investing, I mean the full integration of environmental, social and governance, ESG, factors into financial analysis and decision-making. This transition is critical if our industry is to broaden its market and maximize its impact on corporate behavior, on financial markets, and on global society itself. 

The transition from "socially responsible" to "sustainable" investing isn't just semantics. While it is to some degree a question of framing, framing is more than just words - it's definitional - and I believe such a re-framing is necessary if our industry is to reach its potential.

There are also substantive distinctions between socially responsible investing, as historically framed, and the more contemporary notion of sustainable investing. 

Socially responsible investing is largely understood as an alternative investment strategy for those who choose to invest with their values. 

Sustainable investing, I believe, has the potential to be a transformative investment strategy that revolutionizes investing itself - at a time when market capitalism must of necessity undergo a sustainability revolution equal in significance to the industrial revolution that ushered in the modern period. 

Let me be more specific about the differences, as I see them, between socially responsible and sustainable investing:

· Historically, socially responsible investing was defined negatively - the exclusionary screening of "sin stocks" and problematic industries from investment portfolios. Sustainable investing, by contrast, is defined positively: investing in companies that meet positive environmental, social and governance (i.e., sustainability) criteria. It's about what you do invest in, not about what you don't invest in.

· When it comes to financial performance, SRI's posture has been defensive, even apologetic - "you don't have to sacrifice performance." Sustainable investing takes a more proactive stance: the full integration of ESG criteria into investment decisions is a strategy for identifying better-managed, more forward-thinking companies with better long-term financial prospects.

· SRI's historical definition was essentially non-financial. Unlike other investment approaches, there was no common financial perspective other than the defensive, performance-neutral posture referenced above. Sustainable investing, by contrast, does have a financial perspective: ESG criteria are performance criteria, and sustainable investing can make a case for being a superior long-term investment strategy.

· SRI's message is counterintuitive - shrinking the universe of potential investments based on moral judgments is widely believed to penalize performance. Sustainable investing, on the other hand, makes intuitive sense - strong ESG performance characterizes better-managed, more innovative companies that are better positioned than their less enlightened competitors to deliver long-term performance.

· SRI is apolitical - although it's "investing with values," those values are nowhere defined. They can be liberal or conservative, secular or religious, and include such issues as alcohol, gambling, tobacco, corporate governance, diversity, genetically modified organisms, contraception and abortion, usury, pro-gay rights, anti-gay rights, Burma, Internet privacy - you name it. 



SRI takes a neutral stance with respect to these value choices, meaning there is no uniform perspective or common goals that unite "social" investors (though they often collaborate on shareholder and public policy initiatives where they are in agreement).[1] 

Sustainable investing, by contrast, is explicitly progressive: it holds that the best companies (and the best investments) are those that act in the public interest; that serve all their stakeholders, not just shareholders; that do not externalize their costs onto society; and that pursue wealth creation strategies focused on the long term. 

Moreover, government (i.e., the public) has a positive role to play in regulating corporations and markets to redress social imbalances and optimize social outcomes. 

· The market for SRI - as historically framed - is necessarily limited; it is a narrow, niche market. Sustainable investing, by contrast, has potentially broad, mainstream appeal.

Although the conventional wisdom is that socially responsible investing has grown rapidly, in my view it has grown very slowly, and this slow growth is due in part to the way it has been framed and presented to the public. I believe there is a much broader market for a socially engaged investment approach if:

· it is defined positively rather than negatively;

· its perspective on performance is proactive rather than defensive;

· it defines itself as a financial discipline rather than as something else;

· its premise makes intuitive sense;

· it focuses on investing in progressive, forward-thinking companies; and

· it takes a sustainability message to a broad, mainstream market rather than a quasi-religious, values-based message to a narrow, niche market. 

The case for sustainable investing is compelling. A growing body of evidence demonstrates positive links between ESG performance and financial performance. See, e.g., Marjorie Kelly's article, "Holy Grail Found: Absolute, positive, definitive proof CSR pays off financially," Business Ethics magazine, (vol. 18, no. 4, Winter 2004), summarizing recent meta-studies demonstrating a positive correlation between corporate social performance and financial performance. 

A recent UNEP Finance Initiative Report, "Show Me the Money," concluded with CRA RogersCasey commentary stating, "We were impressed by the quantity of reports that showed a strong link between ESG issues, profits, business activities and, ultimately, stock prices." 

There is mounting empirical evidence that companies with better corporate governance practices carry less risk and outperform poorly governed companies over time; that companies with strong environmental performance carry less risk and outperform environmental laggards over time; that companies with good workplace practices enjoy higher productivity, higher morale, lower turnover and increased profitability. 

Therefore, wouldn't an investment approach that seeks out such companies for investment - and, once invested, actively engages those companies to improve their performance even further - be in a position to make a strong case that it is simply a better, smarter way to invest over the long term? 

I think so. 

But SRI by definition can't make this case. As an alternative investment approach for those "investing with values," it defines itself largely through negative screens emphasizing what it doesn't invest in rather than what it does invest in. Moreover, its agnosticism with respect to "values" results in social screens that are all over the map - and silly arguments about what constitutes a "socially responsible" company (e.g., Joe Nocera's recent article in "The New York Times"). 

There is simply no singular lesson that can be derived from the performance - good, bad or ugly - of SRI funds. There is no commonality, - nothing to measure. I think that's one reason there are so many studies of corporate social responsibility, CSR, and of companies' ESG performance, but so few studies of SRI. 

SRI really isn't a financial discipline at all, but rather the marrying of various financial disciplines with various values based on the premise that "you don't have to sacrifice performance" in order to do so. 

Sustainable investing, by contrast, is a financial discipline. It's about performance. It's about aligning ESG performance with financial performance - combining rigorous financial analysis with equally rigorous environmental, social and governance analysis in order to invest in forward-thinking companies with sustainable business models.[2] 

Moreover, as ESG research and analytics become more robust, rigorous and quantitative, sustainable investing will lend itself to sophisticated attribution analysis that I believe will demonstrate its superiority as a long-term investing approach. Given an equal playing field, companies that integrate strong ESG performance into their business models will be more likely to outperform their less enlightened competitors over the long term. I am convinced of that, and sustainable investing, in a sense, is based on that premise. 

Not that it's only about money. 

I am not saying that the only way to judge an investment approach is whether it produces higher returns, or that growth at any cost is a value our civilization should continue to espouse. Indeed, it will be our undoing unless we change course. 

So, although it's essential for any investment approach to make a compelling financial case - and sustainable investing, unlike SRI, is able to do this - I think the concept of sustainability is actually much richer than this. 

In fact, I think the notion of sustainability implies a new conception of wealth, and may even offer a solution to the crisis of capitalism. 

Why? Because it insists on an alignment of financial outcomes with environmental, social and governance outcomes - not with "values" mind you, but with outcomes. 

The sustainability imperative requires that corporations and markets behave differently; it demands that wealth-creation strategies be made, well, sustainable - that we no longer tolerate poverty and injustice and environmental degradation as the necessary byproducts of market capitalism. 

Every few generations, market capitalism undergoes a period of transformation - Populism, the Progressive Era, the New Deal, the Great Society. 

These great periods of reform yielded child labor laws, the minimum wage, the eight-hour day, workers compensation laws, unemployment insurance, antitrust and securities regulations, Social Security, Medicare, the Community Reinvestment Act, the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Environmental Protection Agency, etc. All of these reforms were essentially public and stakeholder attempts to address the worst excesses of corporate capitalism. 

The next great period of reform will be the Sustainability Revolution, and it will be greater than any of these - indeed, it will be akin to a second industrial revolution that transforms human society itself. 

The Sustainability Revolution is coming. It will be felt in architecture and urban design, energy policy and tax policy, transportation and water use. Our task over the next 15 years is to make sure it is felt in investing as well, and that our industry plays a leading role in ushering in this great transformation.

SRI paved the way but it now needs to transform itself. Sustainable investing - the full integration of environmental, social and governance (ESG) factors into financial analysis and decision-making - is the natural successor to SRI, and our goal should be nothing less than the transformation of investing itself. 

________________________________________________________________________

Time of India: UNEP hails plantation drive in UP

7 Aug 2007, 

LUCKNOW: It is official now. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in its official website, has acknowledged the efforts of government to plant over 10 mn tree saplings in a single day (July 31). The UNEP has also held the campaign to plant a billion trees, a world record. July 31 is hailed as the greenest day of the calendar in India. And the day was fully utilised when nearly six lakh volunteers across the state managed to plant around 10.5 mn trees.

According to the web site, the project was meant ‘to raise awareness of residents of the state towards the importance of tree-planting and the vital role of trees in correcting ecological imbalances, removing the environmental pollution and increasing tree cover.’

The saplings were planted by school children, the local population, farmers, industrial units, government departments and the forest department. The object of the exercise was to make tree plantation a participatory activity with people from a vast cross-section of the society planting saplings at 9,320 different sites across seventy districts of the state, the UNEP acknowledged.

Of these 43.72 per cent are farmer’s sites, 9.14 per cent forest department’s sites, 38.01 per cent education institutions’ sites, 6.33 per cent other government departments’ sites and rest sites are of other institutions.

The activities in all the sites have been photographed and will be authenticated by the forest department. For this 18,640 independent authenticators have been mobilised. The entire campaign was centrally controlled from the capital.

“Organisers also recalled that the theme of World Environment Day 2007 was “Melting Ice - A Hot Topic” and the forest department will also help to address the issues of global warming, expansion of tree cover and carbon sequestration,” the web site added.

________________________________________________________________________

One World South Asia: Study shows air pollution melts glaciers

Scientists have concluded that the global warming trend caused by the buildup of greenhouse gases is a major contributor to the melting of Himalayan and other tropical glaciers. Now a new analysis of pollution-filled "brown clouds" over south Asia by researchers at Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego offers hope that the region may be able to arrest some of the alarming retreat of such glaciers by reducing its air pollution.

The team led by Scripps atmospheric chemistry professor V. Ramanathan describes findings that atmospheric brown clouds enhanced solar heating of the lower atmosphere by about 50 percent in a paper to be released in the Aug. 2 edition of the journal Nature. The combined heating effect of greenhouse gases and the brown clouds, which contain soot, trace metals and other particles from a growing cadre of urban, industrial and agricultural sources, is enough to account for the retreat of Himalayan glaciers observed in the past half century, the researchers concluded. The glaciers supply water to major Asian rivers including the Yangtze, Ganges and Indus. These rivers in turn comprise the chief water supply for billions of people in China, India and other south Asian countries.

"The rapid melting of these glaciers, the third-largest ice mass on the planet, if it becomes widespread and continues for several more decades, will have unprecedented downstream effects on southern and eastern Asia," the Nature article concluded.

"The main cause of climate change is the buildup of greenhouse gases from the burning of fossil fuels," said Achim Steiner, United Nations under-secretary general and executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), which helped support the research. "But brown clouds, whose environmental and economic impacts are beginning to be unraveled by scientists, are complicating and in some cases aggravating their effects.

"The new findings should spur the international community to ever greater action, in particular at the next crucial climate change convention meeting in Indonesia this December. For it is likely that in curbing greenhouse gases we can tackle the twin challenges of climate change and brown clouds and in doing so, reap wider benefits from reduced air pollution to improved agricultural yields," Steiner added.

The scientists based their conclusions in large part on data gathered by a fleet of unmanned aircraft during a landmark field campaign conducted in March 2006 in the skies over the Maldives, an island nation in the Indian Ocean south of India. The Maldives Autonomous unmanned aerial vehicle Campaign (MAC) took place during the region's dry season when polluted air masses travel south from the continent to the Indian Ocean. The air typically contains particles released from industrial and vehicle emissions as well as through biomass burning.

Such polluted air has been demonstrated to have a dual effect of warming the atmosphere as particles absorb sunlight and of cooling the earth's surface as the particles curb the amount of sunlight that reaches the ground. The net effect of the two forces remains uncertain but other research by Ramanathan has suggested that the surface dimming might serve to mask global warming, leading scientists and the public to underappreciate the full magnitude of anthropogenic climate change.

The aircraft, flying in stacked formations, made nearly simultaneous measurements of the brown clouds from different altitudes, creating a profile of soot concentrations and light absorption that was unprecedented in its level of vertical detail.

The researchers validated the data from the aircraft with ground-based measurements taken at a station at the Maldivian island Hanimadhoo

When the researchers fed both greenhouse gas and brown cloud data into computer climate models, the simulations yielded an estimate that the region's atmosphere has warmed 0.25 degrees C (0.5 degrees F) per decade since 1950 at altitudes ranging from 2 to 5 kilometers (6,500 to 16,500 feet) above sea level. At those heights are found many of the glaciers in the Himalayas. The amount of heating corresponds to observed levels of glacial retreat.

"In order to understand the processes that can throw the climate out of balance, Ramanathan and colleagues, for the first time ever, used small and inexpensive unmanned aircraft and their miniaturized instruments as a creative means of simultaneously sampling of clouds, aerosols and radiative fluxes in polluted environments, from within and from all sides of the clouds," said Jay Fein, program director in the National Science Foundation (NSF)'s Division of Atmospheric Sciences. "These measurements, combined with routine environmental observations and a state-of-the science model, led to these remarkable results."

The analysis revealed that the effect of the brown cloud was necessary to explain temperature changes that have been observed in the region over the last half-century. It also indicated that south Asia's warming trend is more pronounced at higher altitudes than closer to sea level.

"The conventional thinking is that brown clouds have masked as much as 50 percent of the global warming by greenhouse gases through the so-called global dimming," said Ramanathan, who is lead author of the Nature paper. "While this is true globally, this study reveals that over southern and eastern Asia, the soot particles in the brown clouds are intensifying the atmospheric warming trend caused by greenhouse gases by as much as 50 percent."

In addition to Ramanathan, the report's authors include Muvva Ramana, Gregory Roberts, Dohyeong Kim, Craig Corrigan, and Chul Chung from Scripps Oceanography and David Winker from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration's (NASA's) Langley Research Center.

The NSF provided the main funding for the research. Additionally, the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and NASA provided support as did the UNEP, which sponsors the Atmospheric Brown Clouds (ABC) project and operates the Maldives ABC observatory in collaboration with Scripps.

Note to broadcast and cable producers: UC San Diego provides an on-campus satellite uplink facility for live or pre-recorded television interviews. Please phone or e-mail the media contact listed above to arrange an interview.

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, at the University of California, San Diego, is one of the oldest, largest, and most important centers for global science research and graduate training in the world. The National Research Council has ranked Scripps first in faculty quality among oceanography programs nationwide.

The scientific scope of the institution has grown since its founding in 1903 to include biological, physical, chemical, geological, geophysical, and atmospheric studies of the earth as a system. Hundreds of research programs covering a wide range of scientific areas are under way today in 65 countries. The institution has a staff of about 1,300, and annual expenditures of approximately $140 million from federal, state, and private sources. Scripps operates one of the largest U.S. academic fleets with four oceanographic research ships and one research platform for worldwide exploration.

________________________________________________________________________

Peoples Daily China: UNEP chief identifies major areas for achieving lower emissions

August 06, 2007

World environmental body UNEP's chief Achim Steiner has identified electricity generation, transport and construction as three major areas where greenhouse gas emissions can be cut through energy-efficient technology.

"These are the three major areas where a decision today to invest in more energy-efficient technology can ensure a lower carbon footprint tomorrow," the UNEP executive director told Xinhua in an exclusive interview recently.

The reduction in carbon dioxide emissions is the major task to reverse the trend of global warming, he said, citing the target suggested by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that the world has to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 60 percent of 1990 levels.

Climate change has increasingly attracted world attention as more and more signs are indicating a possible link between this trend and extreme weathers and many natural disasters.

A report released by the British government last year warned that failure to tackle climate change could cost the world more than World Wars I or II, or spark the equivalent of the 1930's Great Depression.

Steiner said the major obstacles in addressing the climate change at the moment fall into two domains. One is the development of national policies and incentives that encourage companies and people to invest in more energy-efficient technologies, and the second is the economic cost of trying to reduce carbon emissions.

He cited Cuba's promotion of energy-saving light bulbs as a successful example of achieving energy efficiency.

"It is cheaper to do that than to build extra power stations to meet the electricity consumption," Steiner said.

He referred to the whole renewable energy and non-fossil fuel sector as "perhaps the biggest future hope that we have for addressing the carbon challenge, alongside greater energy efficiency."

The UNEP has been playing a leadership role for many years in developing renewable energy technologies, particularly in the field of solar and wind power energy and is also now looking to harness the potential of geothermal energy, he said.

The development of renewable energy technologies has advanced tremendously, he said, citing a UNEP report that says investment capital flowing into renewable energy climbed from 80 billion U.S. dollars in 2005 to a record 100 billion dollars in 2006.

While renewable sources today produce about 2 percent of the world's energy, they now account for about 18 percent of world investment in power generation, with wind generation at the investment forefront. Solar and bio-fuel energy technologies grew even more quickly than wind, but from a smaller base, according to the report.

________________________________________________________________________

Daily Times Malawi: Malawi misses African environment conference 


BY Golie Nyirenda 


08:35:18 - 06 August 2007

Malawi is not part of a four-day conference in Younde, Cameroon where 200 children from 35 countries in Africa and Norway are meeting to discuss the environment. 
Director of Environment Peter Kabwaza said Malawi’s two nominees from Save Our Souls (SOS) in Lilongwe and another organization in Blantyre were not at the gathering.
“We were asked to submit names so the Ministry of Women and Child Development was tasked with identifying the children which they did, but we never got feedback from the organizers,” he said 
Participants to the conference, which ended over the weekend under the theme: “Practice what you preach” drafted a letter to African leaders and to the Secretary General of the United Nations, expressing concerns about their right to a clean environment, education, health and sanitation, security and peace.

A spokesperson at the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) secretariat in Nairobi, Kenya, Nick Nuttall said the children discussed major environmental challenges facing Africa such as climate change, forest and biodiversity, land degradation and desertification, water resources, waste management and recycling. 

“They also shared their experiences on environmental friendly practices in the daily life and learnt from each other, by practical exercise, interaction, presentations, and field trips” he said. 

One of the conference’s highlights was the planting of 5,000 trees in the capital city of Cameroon, as a contribution to the Billion Tree Campaign initiated by UNEP last year in Nairobi. 

UNEP presentation at the Conference by Strike Mkandla reads "The choice of Cameroon for this conference is not an accident. The country retains its magnificent forest cover and rich diversity of plants and animals. It has committed itself to plant 45 million trees under the UNEP Billion Tree Campaign. 

UNEP started its work with young people in 1985, which was designated International Youth Year. Since then, it has developed several global and regional initiatives, activities and networks.

________________________________________________________________________

Media for Freedom Nepal: Pollution adds to greenhouse gases melting – UN

By: UN News 


: 8/5/2007

Pollution adds to greenhouse gases melting– UN-backed study

2 August 2007 – A new study of the role played by pollution-filled “brown clouds” over South Asia offers hope that the region may be able to arrest some of the alarming retreat of Himalayan glaciers which provide a lifeline for billions of people by feeding the major rivers in the region, according to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The UNEP-supported analysis by researchers at Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California, San Diego, found that the clouds containing soot, trace metals and other particles from a growing cadre of urban, industrial and agricultural sources enhance solar heating of the lower atmosphere by about 50 per cent.

The hope lies in reducing this pollution, which, combined with the heating effect of greenhouse gases, is enough to account for the retreat of Himalayan glaciers observed in the past half century, with serious implications for such famed rivers as the Yangtze, Ganges and Indus, the chief water supply for billions of people in China, India and other South Asian countries, the study notes.

“The main cause of climate change is the buildup of greenhouse gases from the burning of fossil fuels, but brown clouds, whose environmental and economic impacts are beginning to be unravelled by scientists, are complicating and in some cases aggravating their effects,” UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said.

“The new findings should spur the international community to ever greater action, in particular at the next crucial climate change convention meeting in Indonesia this December. For it is likely that in curbing greenhouse gases we can tackle the twin challenges of climate change and brown clouds and in doing so, reap wider benefits from reduced air pollution to improved agricultural yields,” Mr. Steiner added.

The study appears in a paper released in the 2 August edition of the journal Nature. “The rapid melting of these glaciers, the third-largest ice mass on the planet, if it becomes widespread and continues for several more decades, will have unprecedented downstream effects on southern and eastern Asia,” it concludes.

====================================================================

Other Environment News 
____________________________________________________________________________

ENS: Technology the Focus of Bush Global Warming Conference 

WASHINGTON, DC, August 6, 2007 (ENS) - President George W. Bush has invited leaders of the world's "major economies" to a conference on climate change September 27 and 28 in Washington. In his letter of invitation to 15 national governments plus the European Union and the United Nations, the president said the conference will place "special emphasis" on technology. 

President Bush said he will address the conference, which will consider how to deal with global climate change after the Kyoto Protocol expires at the end of 2012. 

"At this meeting, we would seek agreement on the process by which the major economies would, by the end of 2008, agree upon a post-2012 framework that could include a long-term global goal, nationally defined mid-term goals and strategies, and sector-based approaches for improving energy security and reducing greenhouse gas emissions," Bush wrote.

"We expect to place special emphasis on how major economies can, in close cooperation with the private sector, accelerate the development and deployment of clean technologies, a critical component of an effective global approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissions," he wrote. 

The President Bush has long favored the technology rather than binding emissions limits as the best way to address climate change. 

The president's preferences run to nuclear power, clean coal, ethanol and other biofuels. The White House said in February that including the 2008 budget request the Bush administration "will have spent $15 billion since 2001 to develop cleaner, cheaper, more efficient, and more reliable energy sources." By contrast, the war in Iraq has cost more than $500 billion to date.

The Bush conference, where the United States will set the agenda, comes three days after UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon hosts an international high-level climate conference just prior to the general debate of the incoming General Assembly. 

Ban will seek to advance progress towards negotiations on a new global agreement limiting greenhouse gas emissions to follow the Kyoto Protocol, but Ban says he will not seek to engage governments in negotiations. 

Formal negotiations will begin at the annual UN climate conference that will be held this year in Bali, Indonesia in December. 

White House Deputy Press Secretary Scott Stanzel said that the Bush administration's conference is intended to support, not conflict with, the United Nations' work on climate change. 

"We feel that this effort is intended to aid the UN process that is ongoing," Stanzel said Friday, "We're pleased to have the support of the secretary-general and the head of the UNFCCC. We expect the results in 2008 from these major economies to contribute to the global agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change by 2009. So we think it can enhance that process." 

Bush has designated Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice to host the conference, which he told invitees is the first of a series of meetings throughout 2008 "to further refine our plans and accelerate our progress on this important challenge." 

James Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, will serve as the president's personal representative, and the U.S. delegation will consist of senior officials responsible for economic, energy, and climate policy, Bush said. 

Invited governments include - Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, South Korea, and the United Kingdom, plus the European Union and the United Nations. 

Some environmentalists say that the Bush climate conference is an effort to deflect international pressure for the United States to accept mandatory greenhouse emissions gas limits, something the president still refuses to do. 

In response, Stanzel said, "We have always said that we think that this issue should be addressed with developing nations, with the countries that are involved today, that the President invited to this conference." 

"We think it's an opportunity for those nations and those countries to come together to talk about what we can do in the post-2012 environment to address greenhouse gas emissions; what we can do to advance new technologies to help those developing nations reduce their emissions and help us all have a cleaner environment with a healthy economy." 

On May 31, 2007 when Bush first announced his intention to host a climate change conference, UNFCCC chief Yvo de Boer said Connaughton had personally promised him that the president's climate meeting would feed into the United Nations process. 

At the G8 meeting in Germany in June, Bush agreed with the other G8 leaders for the first time to establish common goals for the reduction of greenhouse gases as part of the United Nations process. 

Now the world's number two emitter of greenhouse gases, after China, the United States has refused to ratify the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which mandates cuts in the greenhouse gases responsible for global warming. 

President Bush has cited the fact that the protocol does not apply to developing nations such as China and India as a major reason for not backing the protocol, which the United States signed during the Clinton administration. 

________________________________________________________________________

Csm:Guilt relief in global warming
Carbon offsets, or paying others to fight climate change, are still in doubt. Who checks up on these programs?
from the August 7, 2007 edition

A new trend is to become a zero-sum contributor of greenhouse gases ("carbon neutral"). Some people avoid the lifestyle change, however, and instead purchase "offsets." But do such buy-offs really make a difference? Yes and no. 

The idea behind carbon offsets is simple: Make a contribution to any project that reduces greenhouse gases, such as a tree-planting scheme or a business that captures methane from landfills, and thus compensate for one's personal additions to global warming. 

Spend enough money and your conscience seems clear as regards being responsible for climate change.

The World Bank estimates that the global market in voluntary offsets, by both businesses and individuals, grew to about $100 million in 2006, and will rise again this year. Last month, for instance, the US Forest Service announced a Carbon Capture Fund that will sell offsets to individuals. Since trees absorb CO2, the fund will underwrite tree-planting in Idaho, Montana, and South Dakota. Buyers will first use a "carbon calculator" to measure how much their activities at home, on transportation, at leisure, or on the job produce greenhouse gases, and then pay a certain amount to have seedlings planted in treeless areas. A small family, for instance, might pay under $200 per year, depending on its lifestyle. 

Another attempt to sell offsets is General Electric's "Earth Rewards" credit card. Up to 1 percent of each purchase with the card is used to fund programs that claim to reduce greenhouse gases. 

Using offsets has been criticized as an easy way to relieve "carbon guilt" without making changes in one's daily use of fossil fuels that would reduce emissions directly. Offsets are likened to indulgences the Roman Catholic church once gave to those who paid to rebuild St. Peter's Basilica in 1517 – buy a pardon for sins. (The campaign's slogan: "As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.") The practice was criticized by Martin Luther, helping to ignite the Protestant Reformation. 

Carbon offsetters, however, face a different challenge. Can they be sure a project really reduces emissions? Will that reforestation really happen or, even if it does, was it going to happen anyway? How can one check on a new, supposedly more efficient power plant in, say, China? Will the CO2 savings be measured accurately? 

Global rules on offsets don't exist, although the Climate Group, a coalition of businesses and local governments, plans to set voluntary standards soon. 

No doubt charlatans need to be shaken out of many offset programs. But that shouldn't stop those who want to help from doing so. As always, it's buyer beware: Investigate before you buy, and follow up. And keep offsets local, if possible. 

Carbon offsets should remain the last leg on a three-legged stool for supporting efforts against global warming. First comes personal conservation, then pushing industry and government to change policies. After that, one can indulge in soothing carbon guilt by shopping carefully for offsets. And why stop at breaking even? Some may want to go beyond carbon neutrality. 

Bear in mind that doing one's bit for global warming can't simply be bought like a license to keep doing business as usual. Personal sacrifice in energy use is still the best path to saving the planet.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Times:Merkel To visit China

BERLIN - German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who holds the presidency of the Group of Eight wealthy nations, will visit China and Japan this month for talks on fighting climate change, a spokesman said today.

She will start the week-long trip August 26 with China as her first stop, deputy government spokesman Thomas Steg told reporters.

He added that Merkel would also make a trip to Greenland this month to survey the effects of global warming on the polar caps.

Steg said the Asian trip would take in Beijing and the eastern Chinese city of Nanjing as well as Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka in Japan. 

"We are still coordinating with both countries on the final programme and will announce it as soon as it has been completed," he said.

A foreign ministry spokesman in Tokyo noted it would be Merkel’s first visit to Japan since taking office in November 2005 and said it would include talks with embattled Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

"The major topic between the two leaders will be the issue of global warming, as Japan will host the G8 summit next year," the official said.

Merkel is also expected to make a courtesy visit to the Japanese imperial family and attend two symposiums held by Japanese newspapers, including one focused on global warming.

The chancellor was the host of the last G8 summit in June where member states set a non-binding goal of halving greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

Abe has styled himself as an international mediator on climate change, picking the northern hot spring resort of Toyako as the site of next year’s G8 summit in part to highlight the environmental theme.

Japan was also host of the 1997 talks, in which Merkel participated as environment minister, that drafted the landmark Kyoto Protocol on curbing emissions.

The G8 comprises Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia and the United States.

Steg said that Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen had invited Merkel to tour Greenland August 16 and 17 when she will also meet Greenland’s premier Hans Enoksen.

"Of course the main thrust (of the visit) will be to learn in Greenland and particularly its ice floe region about the effects of climate change and the consequences for man and nature," Steg said.

A polar researcher from the University of Copenhagen will conduct the tour for the delegation, which will also include German Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Standard Kenya: Three hard truths about the world’s energy crisis 
By Jeroen Van Der Veer
When it comes to the future of energy, the world needs a reality check. 

Contrary to public perception, renewable energy is not the silver bullet that will solve all our problems. Indeed, in the decades ahead, three hard truths will generate turbulence in the global energy system. 

We all know that global demand for energy is growing, but the reality of how fast has not really sunk in. The first hard truth is that demand is accelerating. Energy use in 2050 may be twice as high as it is today or higher still. The main causes are population growth, from six to more than nine billion, and higher levels of prosperity. 

China and India are entering the energy-intensive phase of their development. This is the point when people buy their first television set or car, board a plane for the first time and start to consume much more transport fuel and electricity.

And most people in China and India have never boarded a plane! The pace of change is startling. Last year, China enlarged its electricity capacity by roughly the equivalent of Great Britain’s entire stock of power stations. 

The second hard truth is that the growth rate of supplies of ‘easy oil’, conventional oil and natural gas that are relatively easy to extract, will struggle to keep up with demand.

Just when energy demand is surging, many of the world’s conventional oilfields are going into decline. The problem is not the availability of resources as such. Overall, the International Energy Agency believes that there could be roughly 20 trillion barrels oil equivalent of oil and natural gas in place.

This includes conventional and unconventional resources, such as oil shale and sands. In theory, this is enough to keep us going for about 400 years at the current rate of consumption. 

Carbon emissions unacceptable

In practice, though, less than half can be recovered with existing technology. The world now produces 135 million barrels oil equivalent a day of oil and natural gas. We could still raise that number with new technologies, but only gradually and certainly not indefinitely.

The third hard truth is that increased use of coal will cause higher carbon dioxide emissions possibly to levels we deem unacceptable. The IEA believes that coal use could grow by around 60 per cent in the next 20 years. 

The main reason that countries turn to coal is energy security. China and India will continue to exploit their domestic coal reserves to be less dependent on oil and gas imports. So will the US, which now generates more than half its electricity with coal. 

But burning coal for electricity generates twice as much carbon dioxide as burning natural gas. Gasifying coal, instead of burning it, reduces emissions, but still this is not enough to solve the problem. 

In our battle against greenhouse gas emissions, taking the carbon dioxide out of fossil fuels, especially coal, is crucial. It will be a huge challenge: To keep greenhouse gases in the atmosphere well below 550 parts a million, the upper most bound of where science tells us we should be.

Shell works with models that assume carbon capture and storage is installed at 90 per cent of all the coal and gas-fired power plants in the rich countries by the year 2050, and at 50 per cent in non-OECD countries. 

Time is short: It will take a decade to test the technology in pilot projects before we can move to larger-scale projects. So what about renewables such as wind and solar energy? 

The share of renewables in the global energy mix could go up from its low base of about one per cent to about 30 per cent by the middle of the century. The number of wind turbines, for instance, may grow from about 30,000 today to one million and their capacity will be significantly larger than the ones we have built.

This assumes that the hunt for technological breakthroughs to make renewables cheaper will be successful. But even then, fossil energy will still make up most of the remaining 70 per cent. 

However, this is out of sync with what opinion polls show that most Americans and Europeans believe that renewable energy will have replaced most fossil energy by 2050. As the hard truths make clear, this simply is not going to happen. 

That is why energy efficiency is important. More than half the energy we generate every day is wasted. In an average car, about 20 per cent of every unit of petrol goes into moving a car forward, the rest is lost as heat. 

For an aircraft during take-off, the figure is eight per cent. Only 35 per cent of burnt coal in a power plant becomes electricity, the rest is lost as heat. What is the point of producing more energy if we continue to waste most of it?

Instead, we should aim to become twice as efficient in our use of energy by the middle of the century. That is entirely feasible, provided that the will is there. 

The world’s energy system is entering a turbulent phase, and the only question is: How turbulent? A unified world could respond more effectively than a fragmented one.

________________________________________________________________________

The Independent:Urban sparrow under severe threat from new housing 

By Roger Dobson 

Published: 05 August 2007 

"A small bird will drop frozen dead from a bough, without ever having felt sorry for itself," wrote DH Lawrence. Not so today's suburban sparrow, which is in trouble as towns and cities expand and green spaces grow smaller and scarcer.

According to new research, house sparrows are in a sorry state, with their numbers reduced dramatically by too many houses. Researchers found that numbers of the birds, including the chirpy males, decline rapidly when gardens and green spaces in towns and cities are converted to housing.

In the new study, the researchers, who say little is known about the birds and their habitat in urban areas, looked at sparrow densities in 1,223 randomly selected urban areas in the UK measuring 500sq m and where there was a relatively high human population.

The numbers of chirping male house sparrows and of all house sparrows were analysed separately, and the results show that residential areas, allotments and farm buildings were key predictors of sparrow density and chirping male density.

Researchers found a threefold increase in the numbers of the birds in areas where there were gardens, and they say green spaces need to preserved to protect the bird.

"Allotments and residential areas with gardens are likely to be under pressure due to increased demand for housing, specifically from the infilling of green space within urban areas,'' say the researchers who report their findings in the Journal of Ornithology.

"It would seem to be imperative that any action plan to protect urban house sparrow populations should include specific protection of such key habitats.''

The house sparrow (Passer domesticus) is declining in many parts of Europe, with recent severe declines in urban areas. According to the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, around 60 per cent of sparrows have been lost since the mid-1970s. Declines have been greatest in the south-east of England and in the centres of large cities, including London, Edinburgh and Glasgow. There are now thought to be between six and seven million breeding pairs.

The decline has been seen as particularly concerning because the house sparrow is one of very few species that thrives in close proximity to people, even in city centres.

It is also perplexing because, according to a government report, the number of birds in Wales and Scotland seems to be increasing, and rural houses and their gardens also support high densities of house sparrows: "Declines have been greatest in suburban and urban gardens. Rural gardens may be the most favoured habitat for the species,'' says the report.

Just why there has been such a dramatic drop in urban numbers is not clear, although there have been a number of theories, including predation by domestic cats and sparrowhawks, loss of sources of weed seeds as a result of the development of brownfield sites, pollution and disease. 

________________________________________________________________________

Antara News:APEC finance ministers urge action on climate change


Coolum, Australia (ANTARA News) - APEC finance ministers Friday said the world needs to "go beyond" the Kyoto Protocol to adequately address climate change and warned a rise in protectionist sentiment could threaten growth and living standards.

The 21 finance ministers also called for action to address "imbalances" in the global economy as they wrapped up a two-day Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meeting in the north Australian town of Coolum.

The APEC ministers, who represent countries with a third of the world's population, said in a communique that they recognised the need for "strong and early action" on climate change without damaging economic growth.

"We considered the global architecture for addressing climate change and shared the view that it is important to establish an effective framework beyond the Kyoto Protocol under the UN climate change process," AFP reported citing the communique.

The Kyoto Protocol, the landmark environmental treaty negotiated in Japan's ancient capital, mandates cuts in the greenhouse gases blamed for global warming. It expires in 2012.

Australia and the United States have refused to ratify the 1997 treaty, arguing it is unfair as it does not include emerging economies such as China and India.

Australian Prime Minister John Howard, a former climate change sceptic, has flagged the issue as a major agenda item at the APEC Leaders Week in Sydney in September. (*)

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: Flooding link to foot and mouth outbreak investigated


John Vidal and David Batty

Monday August 6, 2007


Police stand outside the Institute for Animal Health laboratory in Pirbright, Guildford, a suspected source of an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in the area. Photograph: Lewis Whyld/Press Association
 

Flooding is being examined as a possible cause of the foot and mouth disease outbreak in south-east England, the government's chief veterinary officer said today.

Debby Reynolds, the chief veterinary officer for the UK, said there was "interest" in a flooded area on the Wolford farm, near Guildford in Surrey, which is at the centre of the crisis.

"The investigation on the farm is taking all factors into account including flooding, movement and everything that is related to events in the lead-up period to the report of suspicion being made," said Dr Reynolds.

"There is interest in a particular area on the farm where there was some floodwater, and that is one of the features that is being examined."

There were concerns that the floods that swamped towns across England earlier this summer could carry serious bugs, such as E coli and noroviruses, which are responsible for gastroenteritis and winter vomiting disease. But today was the first time experts raised concerns about the possibility of floodwater spreading foot and mouth disease.

Meanwhile, it emerged that the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has asked the Merial Animal Health laboratory, which is near the farm and regarded as a possible source of the outbreak, to produce 300,000 doses of foot and mouth disease vaccine.

Merial Animal Health issued a statement tonight saying it would temporarily restart production of the vaccine at its Pirbright centre in response to Defra's request. 

But the statement also said: "Permanent production at Pirbright will not recommence without full consultation with Defra and we are constantly reviewing this decision with them. "Merial continues to co-operate fully with the Government inspection teams following the outbreak of FMD in the Surrey area."

The world organisation for animal health the OIE, which advises countries on how to handle outbreaks of highly infectious diseases, has warned Britain against vaccinating livestock for the time being. But Dr Reynolds said vaccination remained a possible response to the outbreak.

Her comments came as the European Union was set to formally ban the export of all fresh meat and milk from Britain, as well as live cattle, sheep and goats.

The emergency ban, which will be announced later today, will not apply to meat and milk products that have been heat-treated.

While Britain is understood to have argued for any ban to be postponed until the extent of the outbreak was clear, some form of EU restrictions had been expected since the first cow tested positive on Friday.

The EU embargo agreed this morning by the EC in Brussels will make it harder for Britain to resume exports from southern England when the outbreak is over.

British officials hope they moved quickly enough to ban the movement of cows, sheep and pigs around the UK after the outbreak was confirmed, and that a repeat of the mass outbreak in 2001 can be avoided.

A European Commission spokesman, Philip Tod, said the area around the outbreak in Surrey would be classified as high-risk, while the rest of the country would be a low-risk area.

From the time the restrictions are formally published later today, no exports of fresh meat or milk or live animals will be allowed from Britain.

On Wednesday, Britain - which earlier ordered its own temporary halt on the export of cloven-hoofed animals and animal products following the outbreak - will give the EU an update via an emergency meeting of the European scientific committee on the food chain and animal health.

If there have been no further foot and mouth outbreaks, the EC could then ask to have some restrictions lifted. If that was the case, Mr Tod said the ban would remain on all fresh meat and milk from the high-risk area, but could be partially lifted in the rest of the country. "The EC will be guided by the advice of the UK authorities," he said.

Protection and surveillance zones have been set up around the infected farm, where cattle were slaughtered on three sites, and were later extended to include Pirbright, the site of the Merial Animal Health laboratory.

Susceptible animals on an adjacent farm were also culled because of "potentially dangerous contact", according to the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).

The prime minister, Gordon Brown, said this afternoon that cattle, sheep, goats and pigs on 100 farms in the affected area were being tested for the virus.

Speaking at the regional disease control centre in Reigate, Surrey, which was coordinating local efforts to deal with the scare, Mr Brown said: "We must do everything we can to control, contain and eradicate this disease. We have more than 150 people out in the field making sure it is possible to carry out tests and check the area."

Mr Brown abandoned his holiday in Dorset to deal with the outbreak. Downing Street said his family was expected to join him at the prime ministerial country retreat Chequers and, circumstances permitting, they would resume their holiday in Scotland at some stage.

The environment secretary, Hilary Benn, promised that the government would find out within 48 hours whether the lab in Pirbright run by the private pharmaceutical firm Merial Animal Health was to blame. Speaking on Radio 4's Today programme, he described the site as "the most promising line of inquiry".

Senior government officials have told the Guardian they believe human error at the lab caused the first appearance of foot and mouth in the UK since the 2001 crisis, which cost the country £7bn.

It is thought that any biosecurity lapse at the laboratory, which shares the site with the government's Institute for Animal Health (IAH), would be put down to a breach of procedures rather than a negligence finding that could give rise to criminal charges.

Merial insisted it was innocent. The company's managing director, David Biland, said: "We have been operating from this site for 15 years and during that time have produced hundreds of millions of vaccine doses. In all that time we have never had a breach in biosecurity."

Four inspectors from the Health and Safety Executive arrived at the Pirbright facility this morning. The Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) said the team would be checking processes for control of biological agents at both the IAH and Merial Animal Health.

Around 120 cattle on three different parts of the affected farm have been slaughtered. It has been established that the disease strain found there was held by both Merial and the IAH, and was used in a vaccine batch manufactured by Merial on July 16.

The IAH records show "limited use" of the vaccine within the past four weeks.

Mr Benn has commissioned a review of biosecurity arrangements led by Professor Brian Spratt of Imperial College London.

The environment secretary said there had been no reports of cases elsewhere in the country but urged vigilance.

The leader of the opposition accused the government of taking a "casual" attitude to the outbreak today, after refusing to shut footpaths near the outbreak.

The Conservative leader, David Cameron, raised fears that walkers could spread the disease after being told by a farmer that people were freely crossing his land.

But Defra insisted that walkers posed a negligible risk and that access would only be blocked within the 3km exclusion zone if scientists demanded it.

________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service: World Bank Faces Kleptocracy Test


By Marwaan Macan-Markar

BANGKOK, Aug 7 (IPS) - For all its talk of good governance, the World Bank continues to choose its words carefully when reprimanding errant states it has big stakes in. What is happening in Cambodia is typical. 

Over the weekend, the Bank’s new president, Robert Zoellick, uttered the customary warnings that his predecessors have done regarding rampant graft in the South-east Asian country. Phnom Penh should ‘’counter the challenge of corruption,’’ Zoellick told reporters Sunday at the end of his two-day visit. 

His talks with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen had touched on the widespread illegal logging networks that have come to symbolise the web of corruption across the impoverished nation. Hun Sen had admitted that there was ‘’a need to stop the logging operations,’’ Zoellick said at the press conference. 

This visit was the first to a developing country since Zoellick, a former U.S. deputy secretary of state and a former U.S. trade representative, became the chief of the Washington D.C.-based international financial institution (IFI). He replaced Paul Wolfowitz, who stepped down on Jun. 30. 

That mild tone against corruption in Cambodia was also mirrored in the formal press statement issued by the Bank at the end of Zoellick’s visit. The need to fight corruption received passing mention in a three-page Phnom Penh-datelined statement that touched, for the most part, on the other major interests of the Bank. The list includes the Bank’s role in supporting microfinance schemes, help in issuing land titles, coordinating aid and shaping the country’s development agenda. 

‘’The World Bank wants to assist the (Cambodian) Government to enact reforms to reduce rural poverty, encourage social development, improve the business and investment climate, and strengthen the rule of law,’’ Zoellick said. ‘’These next, essential steps would help the Government earn the respect of entrepreneurs and investors and, more importantly, the appreciation of Cambodians, who have suffered much and seek the full benefits of peace, growth and opportunity.’’ 

These words help to gloss over a prospect looming in the distance that could be damaging to senior government officials with hands soiled by corrupt deals. In early July, the U.S. Senate urged the administration of President George W. Bush in a draft bill to impose travel bans on Cambodian officials named in a recent report on the country’s illegal logging network. 

‘’If implemented, the proposed U.S. ban would (prohibit) senior Cambodian ministers, top-ranking generals and others’’ from entering the US, states Global Witness, the London-based environmental lobby, which produced the report, ‘Cambodia’s Family Trees -- Illegal logging and the stripping of public assets by Cambodia’s elite’. ‘’It also wants other western and Asian countries to impose similar restrictions.’’ 

The Senate is acting on the 2006 Kleptocracy Initiative that was launched by Bush to combat high-level corruption, says Simon Taylor, a director at Global Witness. ‘’The initiative aims to shut out high-level corrupt officials from the global financial system, deny them a safe haven and recover and return proceeds of their crimes.’’ 

‘’Our report presents strong evidence that corruption and nepotism by high-ranking officials in the Cambodian government has facilitated extensive illegal logging in Cambodia; and that their involvement has undermined the rule of law, democracy and sustainable development,’’ Taylor revealed in an e-mail interview. ‘’The activities of these officials fall within the remit of the Kleptocracy Initiative, and they can be denied safe haven in the United States.’’ 

On the eve of Zoellick’s visit to Cambodia, Global Witness urged the Bank’s new chief to use his days in Phnom Penh to ‘’set the tone for his presidency and lay the foundations for the Bank’s approach to kleptocratic governments.’’ That would be a shift from ‘’the Bank and most other international donors (having) so far made little effort to call the (Cambodian) government to account on the issue (of illegal logging). 

‘’(The) inaction by the donor community is symptomatic of its long-standing failure to ensure that aid strengthens governance,’ says Taylor. ‘’The donor-Cambodian government relationship has descended into a farcical exchange of money for empty promises, which confers legitimacy on those same officials who are looting the country.’’ 

It is a view echoed by Transparency International. In its 2006 corruption survey for the Asia-Pacific region, the Berlin-based global anti-graft watchdog described Cambodia as being among those with ‘’the highest perception of corruption.’’ The country stands out for ‘’the lack of political will to strengthen anti-corruption institutions,’’ consequently perpetuating ‘’rampant corruption’’ and ‘’undermining improvements in quality of life for the poorest citizens.’’ 

That year, the non-governmental Transparency ranked Cambodia 151 among 163 countries surveyed for corruption, where the country that topped the list was the least corrupt. 

The Global Witness report, released in early June, revealed that the dominant logging syndicates in Cambodia were ‘’controlled by individuals related to Prime Minister Hun Sen, Minister for Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries Chan Sarun and Director General of the Forest Administration Ty Sokhun.’’ 

The annual timber haul from illegal logging was estimated to be over 13 million US dollars, the report, ‘Cambodia’s Family Tree,’ noted. Consequently, 30 percent of the country’s forest cover has been wiped off over a five-year period, it added. ‘’Illegal logging in Cambodia not only fills the pockets of the political elite; it also funds the activities of a 6,000-strong private army controlled by Hun Sen.’’ 

Over 35 percent of Cambodia’s 13.3 million people live in poverty, on less than one dollar a day. The World Bank is among a group of aid donors who help the country, pumping in financial assistance that accounts for close to half of the country’s national budget. In June, the donors pledges 689 million dollars. 

It was only last year that the Bank responded to corruption, freezing 7.6 million dollars for three projects it was funding, including a water supply and sanitation scheme. 

But that was a departure from the norm since the Bank stepped in to shape Cambodia’s development agenda following a peace accord in the early 1990s, bringing to an end decades a bloody conflict. ‘’The World Bank cannot afford to crack the whip on corruption in Cambodia, because it has too much to lose,’’ says Shalmali Guttal, a senior researcher at Focus on the Global South, a Bangkok-based regional think tank. 

‘’Corruption is deeply entrenched in Cambodia and so is it within the development system and the aid industry,’’ she told IPS. ‘’The World Bank has been in charge of this development model. It has held it up as a post-conflict reconstruction country.’’

________________________________________________________________________

The Standard: Kenya EU Donates Sh234 Million for Environmental Programmes

6 August 2007


Elizabeth Mwai
Nairobi

The European Union (EU) will spend Sh324 million in supporting community groups involved in environmental management programmes to boost agro economic activities.

The project manager, European Commission Delegation in Kenya, Mr Joseph Mathuva said the funds are part of Sh430 million grant from EU to address environmental challenges that contribute to poverty in the country.

He said 35 community projects will benefit from the grant to be channeled through the Community Development Trust Fund (CDTF) - a joint Government of Kenya/ EU poverty alleviation programme. The environment rehabilitation programme will run for four years.

Mathuva was speaking at Arijiju Primary School in Laikipia East District when he presented Sh23.7 million to officials of Makurian Group Ranch. Members of the ranch have undertaken a project to rehabilitate Oreteti Range, which has been degraded over the years due to overgrazing and human activities. Rehabilitation of the 16,000-acre land will involve zoning of some regions for grazing of livestock. The community's members will also engage in apiculture (bee-keeping), planting and processing of aloe vera and eco-tourism.

In implementation of the project, the pastoralists will work in partnership with Government departments like Agriculture and Forestry as well as Community Based Organisations involved in environmental conservation and neighbouring private ranches.

Mathuva said the objective of the project is to alleviate poverty while at the same time ensuring environmental sustainability. "The European Commission has aligned its development co-operation to the Government strategy and as well to support in the efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)," said the official.

The CDTF Programme Manager, Mr Joseph Ruhiu, said 19 projects across the country have been identified for funding this year.

Meanwhile the EU has donated a further Sh21.09 million to Burguret River Basin Integrated Management and Conservation in Naro Moru to address water scarcity and environmental damage in the region.

The project, EU says, is in line with supporting the Government strategy in environmental protection in line with realising the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on environmental conservation.

Ruhiu said the objective of the project is to impart communities with sound environmental management skills with the aim of appreciating the need for environmental conservation methods which could help them initiate agri-based activities to boost their incomes and uplift their living standards.

He was speaking during the launch of Burguret River Basin Integrated Management and Conservation project in Nyeri District. He urged project implementing committees who have been identified for EU funding to use the funds prudently.

The projects focuses on major water catchment areas, which include Mt Kenya, the Aberdares, Cherangani and Mau escarpments. Urban centers facing serious problems of waste management are also among the 35 beneficiaries. In May this year, CDTF launched another seven environmental projects in Mogotio, Mau, Kianjoya, Kiambogo, Ndaragwa, Mwea, Cheregani and Nzoia.

________________________________________________________________________

AFP:365,000 people hit by Sudan floods: UN 

Mon Aug 6, 2:24 PM ET 

KHARTOUM (AFP) - Some 365,000 people have been hit by a month of flooding in Sudan, and the situation will only worsen as the rains continue, the United Nations humanitarian relief agency said on Monday.

"Well over 30,000 houses were fully destroyed. At least 365,000 people have already been directly affected, including a reported 64 dead and 335 injured," the UN's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement.

The UN's death toll is lower than one issued last month by the Sudanese government, which said that around 100 people had been killed in the floods as of July 18.

Up to half a million people have received assistance from the UN and its partners in support of the Sudanese government, but more could be hit if the flooding continues, OCHA said.

"Although the floods came earlier than expected, the response has been swift and successful. We had contingency measures in place, and were able to prevent further distress to the population," said David Gressly, the acting UN resident and humanitarian coordinator in Sudan.

However, "if current flooding patterns continue unabated, the situation will deteriorate considerably," he warned.

OCHA said it expects the rains to continue until at least mid-September.

Around half a million people have received water purification products in a bid to stem the risk of water-borne diseases, although at least 39 people are already known to have died in the east of the country from acute watery diarrhoea, it said.

Meanwhile, 200,000 people have received essential non-food items such as blankets, plastic sheeting to serve as shelter, jerry cans, cooking sets and sleeping mats, the agency said.

"We are working closely with the government to reach accurate estimates of the needs of those affected, and of the funding requirements," said John Clarke, the UN official in charge of coordinating the response to the floods.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Sudan Floods Affect 500,000, Kill 64 - UN Report 
SUDAN: August 7, 2007

KHARTOUM - Around 500,000 people have been affected by floods in Sudan in the past four weeks, with a reported 64 killed and 335 injured, the United Nations said on Monday. 

Earlier and heavier-than-expected rains displaced thousands due to flash floods and as rivers burst their banks. 
Lack of drainage and poor construction means thousands every year lose their homes. But this year, officials say Sudan was hit by the worst floods in living memory, with rivers reaching critical levels in many states. 

"Four weeks after torrential rains started to devastate many parts of the Sudan, the United Nations and partners, in support of the Government, have so far assisted up to half a million people affected by the floods," the UN report said. 

"Well over 30,000 houses were fully destroyed. At least 365,000 people have already been directly affected, including a reported 64 dead and 335 injured," it added. 

David Gressly, acting UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in the country, said UN and aid agencies and the Sudanese government reacted swiftly, preventing disaster. 

"(But) If current flooding patterns continue unabated, the situation will deteriorate considerably", he added. 

Officials provided blankets, plastic sheeting, water storage and cooking materials to 200,000 people, as well as water purification products and soap to 500,000 people to prevent disease. 

"Despite these preventive measures, 637 cases of suspected acute watery diarrhoea were reported in the states of Gedaref and Kassala in the country's east, leading to 39 known deaths," it said. 

The UN report said the agencies were monitoring the spread of any epidemics. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Newsweek: Global-Warming Deniers A Well-Funded Machine 

By Sharon Begley

Aug. 13, 2007 issue - Sen. Barbara Boxer had been chair of the Senate's Environment Committee for less than a month when the verdict landed last February. "Warming of the climate system is unequivocal," concluded a report by 600 scientists from governments, academia, green groups and businesses in 40 countries. Worse, there was now at least a 90 percent likelihood that the release of greenhouse gases from the burning of fossil fuels is causing longer droughts, more flood-causing downpours and worse heat waves, way up from earlier studies. Those who doubt the reality of human-caused climate change have spent decades disputing that. But Boxer figured that with "the overwhelming science out there, the deniers' days were numbered." As she left a meeting with the head of the international climate panel, however, a staffer had some news for her. A conservative think tank long funded by ExxonMobil, she told Boxer, had offered scientists $10,000 to write articles undercutting the new report and the computer-based climate models it is based on. "I realized," says Boxer, "there was a movement behind this that just wasn't giving up."

If you think those who have long challenged the mainstream scientific findings about global warming recognize that the game is over, think again. Yes, 19 million people watched the "Live Earth" concerts last month, titans of corporate America are calling for laws mandating greenhouse cuts, "green" magazines fill newsstands, and the film based on Al Gore's best-selling book, "An Inconvenient Truth," won an Oscar. But outside Hollywood, Manhattan and other habitats of the chattering classes, the denial machine is running at full throttle—and continuing to shape both government policy and public opinion.

Since the late 1980s, this well-coordinated, well-funded campaign by contrarian scientists, free-market think tanks and industry has created a paralyzing fog of doubt around climate change. Through advertisements, op-eds, lobbying and media attention, greenhouse doubters (they hate being called deniers) argued first that the world is not warming; measurements indicating otherwise are flawed, they said. Then they claimed that any warming is natural, not caused by human activities. Now they contend that the looming warming will be minuscule and harmless. "They patterned what they did after the tobacco industry," says former senator Tim Wirth, who spearheaded environmental issues as an under secretary of State in the Clinton administration. "Both figured, sow enough doubt, call the science uncertain and in dispute. That's had a huge impact on both the public and Congress."

Just last year, polls found that 64 percent of Americans thought there was "a lot" of scientific disagreement on climate change; only one third thought planetary warming was "mainly caused by things people do." In contrast, majorities in Europe and Japan recognize a broad consensus among climate experts that greenhouse gases—mostly from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas to power the world's economies—are altering climate. A new NEWSWEEK Poll finds that the influence of the denial machine remains strong. Although the figure is less than in earlier polls, 39 percent of those asked say there is "a lot of disagreement among climate scientists" on the basic question of whether the planet is warming; 42 percent say there is a lot of disagreement that human activities are a major cause of global warming. Only 46 percent say the greenhouse effect is being felt today.

As a result of the undermining of the science, all the recent talk about addressing climate change has produced little in the way of actual action. Yes, last September Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed a landmark law committing California to reduce statewide emissions of carbon dioxide to 1990 levels by 2020 and 80 percent more by 2050. And this year both Minnesota and New Jersey passed laws requiring their states to reduce greenhouse emissions 80 percent below recent levels by 2050. In January, nine leading corporations—including Alcoa, Caterpillar, Duke Energy, Du Pont and General Electric—called on Congress to "enact strong national legislation" to reduce greenhouse gases. But although at least eight bills to require reductions in greenhouse gases have been introduced in Congress, their fate is decidedly murky. The Democratic leadership in the House of Representatives decided last week not even to bring to a vote a requirement that automakers improve vehicle mileage, an obvious step toward reducing greenhouse emissions. Nor has there been much public pressure to do so. Instead, every time the scientific case got stronger, "the American public yawned and bought bigger cars," Rep. Rush Holt, a New Jersey congressman and physicist, recently wrote in the journal Science; politicians "shrugged, said there is too much doubt among scientists, and did nothing."

It was 98 degrees in Washington on Thursday, June 23, 1988, and climate change was bursting into public consciousness. The Amazon was burning, wildfires raged in the United States, crops in the Midwest were scorched and it was shaping up to be the hottest year on record worldwide. A Senate committee, including Gore, had invited NASA climatologist James Hansen to testify about the greenhouse effect, and the members were not above a little stagecraft. The night before, staffers had opened windows in the hearing room. When Hansen began his testimony, the air conditioning was struggling, and sweat dotted his brow. It was the perfect image for the revelation to come. He was 99 percent sure, Hansen told the panel, that "the greenhouse effect has been detected, and it is changing our climate now."

The reaction from industries most responsible for greenhouse emissions was immediate. "As soon as the scientific community began to come together on the science of climate change, the pushback began," says historian Naomi Oreskes of the University of California, San Diego. Individual companies and industry associations—representing petroleum, steel, autos and utilities, for instance—formed lobbying groups with names like the Global Climate Coalition and the Information Council on the Environment. ICE's game plan called for enlisting greenhouse doubters to "reposition global warming as theory rather than fact," and to sow doubt about climate research just as cigarette makers had about smoking research. ICE ads asked, "If the earth is getting warmer, why is Minneapolis [or Kentucky, or some other site] getting colder?" This sounded what would become a recurring theme for naysayers: that global temperature data are flat-out wrong. For one thing, they argued, the data reflect urbanization (many temperature stations are in or near cities), not true global warming.

Shaping public opinion was only one goal of the industry groups, for soon after Hansen's sweat-drenched testimony they faced a more tangible threat: international proposals to address global warming. The United Nations had scheduled an "Earth Summit" for 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, and climate change was high on an agenda that included saving endangered species and rain forests. ICE and the Global Climate Coalition lobbied hard against a global treaty to curb greenhouse gases, and were joined by a central cog in the denial machine: the George C. Marshall Institute, a conservative think tank. Barely two months before Rio, it released a study concluding that models of the greenhouse effect had "substantially exaggerated its importance." The small amount of global warming that might be occurring, it argued, actually reflected a simple fact: the Sun is putting out more energy. The idea of a "variable Sun" has remained a constant in the naysayers' arsenal to this day, even though the tiny increase in solar output over recent decades falls far short of explaining the extent or details of the observed warming.

In what would become a key tactic of the denial machine—think tanks linking up with like-minded, contrarian researchers—the report was endorsed in a letter to President George H.W. Bush by MIT meteorologist Richard Lindzen. Lindzen, whose parents had fled Hitler's Germany, is described by old friends as the kind of man who, if you're in the minority, opts to be with you. "I thought it was important to make it clear that the science was at an early and primitive stage and that there was little basis for consensus and much reason for skepticism," he told Scientific American magazine. "I did feel a moral obligation."

Bush was torn. The head of his Environmental Protection Agency, William Reilly, supported binding cuts in greenhouse emissions. Political advisers insisted on nothing more than voluntary cuts. Bush's chief of staff, John Sununu, had a Ph.D. in engineering from MIT and "knew computers," recalls Reilly. Sununu frequently logged on to a computer model of climate, Reilly says, and "vigorously critiqued" its assumptions and projections.

Sununu's side won. The Rio treaty called for countries to voluntarily stabilize their greenhouse emissions by returning them to 1990 levels by 2000. (As it turned out, U.S. emissions in 2000 were 14 percent higher than in 1990.) Avoiding mandatory cuts was a huge victory for industry. But Rio was also a setback for climate contrarians, says UCSD's Oreskes: "It was one thing when Al Gore said there's global warming, but quite another when George Bush signed a convention saying so." And the doubters faced a newly powerful nemesis. Just months after he signed the Rio pact, Bush lost to Bill Clinton—whose vice president, Gore, had made climate change his signature issue.

Groups that opposed greenhouse curbs ramped up. They "settled on the 'science isn't there' argument because they didn't believe they'd be able to convince the public to do nothing if climate change were real," says David Goldston, who served as Republican chief of staff for the House of Representatives science committee until 2006. Industry found a friend in Patrick Michaels, a climatologist at the University of Virginia who keeps a small farm where he raises prize-winning pumpkins and whose favorite weather, he once told a reporter, is "anything severe." Michaels had written several popular articles on climate change, including an op-ed in The Washington Post in 1989 warning of "apocalyptic environmentalism," which he called "the most popular new religion to come along since Marxism." The coal industry's Western Fuels Association paid Michaels to produce a newsletter called World Climate Report, which has regularly trashed mainstream climate science. (At a 1995 hearing in Minnesota on coal-fired power plants, Michaels admitted that he received more than $165,000 from industry; he now declines to comment on his industry funding, asking, "What is this, a hatchet job?")

The road from Rio led to an international meeting in Kyoto, Japan, where more than 100 nations would negotiate a treaty on making Rio's voluntary—and largely ignored—greenhouse curbs mandatory. The coal and oil industries, worried that Kyoto could lead to binding greenhouse cuts that would imperil their profits, ramped up their message that there was too much scientific uncertainty to justify any such cuts. There was just one little problem. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, or IPCC—the international body that periodically assesses climate research—had just issued its second report, and the conclusion of its 2,500 scientists looked devastating for greenhouse doubters. Although both natural swings and changes in the Sun's output might be contributing to climate change, it concluded, "the balance of evidence suggests a discernible human influence on climate."

Faced with this emerging consensus, the denial machine hardly blinked. There is too much "scientific uncertainty" to justify curbs on greenhouse emissions, William O'Keefe, then a vice president of the American Petroleum Institute and leader of the Global Climate Coalition, suggested in 1996. Virginia's Michaels echoed that idea in a 1997 op-ed in The Washington Post, describing "a growing contingent of scientists who are increasingly unhappy with the glib forecasts of gloom and doom." To reinforce the appearance of uncertainty and disagreement, the denial machine churned out white papers and "studies" (not empirical research, but critiques of others' work). The Marshall Institute, for instance, issued reports by a Harvard University astrophysicist it supported pointing to satellite data showing "no significant warming" of the atmosphere, contrary to the surface warming. The predicted warming, she wrote, "simply isn't happening according to the satellite[s]." At the time, there was a legitimate case that satellites were more accurate than ground stations, which might be skewed by the unusual warmth of cities where many are sited.

"There was an extraordinary campaign by the denial machine to find and hire scientists to sow dissent and make it appear that the research community was deeply divided," says Dan Becker of the Sierra Club. Those recruits blitzed the media. Driven by notions of fairness and objectivity, the press "qualified every mention of human influence on climate change with 'some scientists believe,' where the reality is that the vast preponderance of scientific opinion accepts that human-caused [greenhouse] emissions are contributing to warming," says Reilly, the former EPA chief. "The pursuit of balance has not done justice" to the science. Talk radio goes further, with Rush Limbaugh telling listeners this year that "more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is not likely to significantly contribute to the greenhouse effect. It's just all part of the hoax." In the new NEWSWEEK Poll, 42 percent said the press "exaggerates the threat of climate change."

Now naysayers tried a new tactic: lists and petitions meant to portray science as hopelessly divided. Just before Kyoto, S. Fred Singer released the "Leipzig Declaration on Global Climate Change." Singer, who fled Nazi-occupied Austria as a boy, had run the U.S. weather-satellite program in the early 1960s. In the Leipzig petition, just over 100 scientists and others, including TV weathermen, said they "cannot subscribe to the politically inspired world view that envisages climate catastrophes." Unfortunately, few of the Leipzig signers actually did climate research; they just kibitzed about other people's. Scientific truth is not decided by majority vote, of course (ask Galileo), but the number of researchers whose empirical studies find that the world is warming and that human activity is partly responsible numbered in the thousands even then. The IPCC report issued this year, for instance, was written by more than 800 climate researchers and vetted by 2,500 scientists from 130 nations.

Although Clinton did not even try to get the Senate to ratify the Kyoto treaty (he knew a hopeless cause when he saw one), industry was taking no chances. In April 1998 a dozen people from the denial machine—including the Marshall Institute, Fred Singer's group and Exxon—met at the American Petroleum Institute's Washington headquarters. They proposed a $5 million campaign, according to a leaked eight-page memo, to convince the public that the science of global warming is riddled with controversy and uncertainty. The plan was to train up to 20 "respected climate scientists" on media—and public—outreach with the aim of "raising questions about and undercutting the 'prevailing scientific wisdom' " and, in particular, "the Kyoto treaty's scientific underpinnings" so that elected officials "will seek to prevent progress toward implementation." The plan, once exposed in the press, "was never implemented as policy," says Marshall's William O'Keefe, who was then at API.

The GOP control of Congress for six of Clinton's eight years in office meant the denial machine had a receptive audience. Although Republicans such as Sens. John McCain, Jim Jeffords and Lincoln Chafee spurned the denial camp, and Democrats such as Congressman John Dingell adamantly oppose greenhouse curbs that might hurt the auto and other industries, for the most part climate change has been a bitterly partisan issue. Republicans have also received significantly more campaign cash from the energy and other industries that dispute climate science. Every proposed climate bill "ran into a buzz saw of denialism," says Manik Roy of the Pew Center on Climate Change, a research and advocacy group, who was a Senate staffer at the time. "There was no rational debate in Congress on climate change."

The reason for the inaction was clear. "The questioning of the science made it to the Hill through senators who parroted reports funded by the American Petroleum Institute and other advocacy groups whose entire purpose was to confuse people on the science of global warming," says Sen. John Kerry. "There would be ads challenging the science right around the time we were trying to pass legislation. It was pure, raw pressure combined with false facts." Nor were states stepping where Washington feared to tread. "I did a lot of testifying before state legislatures—in Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Alaska—that thought about taking action," says Singer. "I said that the observed warming was and would be much, much less than climate models calculated, and therefore nothing to worry about."

But the science was shifting under the denial machine. In January 2000, the National Academy of Sciences skewered its strongest argument. Contrary to the claim that satellites finding no warming are right and ground stations showing warming are wrong, it turns out that the satellites are off. (Basically, engineers failed to properly correct for changes in their orbit.) The planet is indeed warming, and at a rate since 1980 much greater than in the past.

Just months after the Academy report, Singer told a Senate panel that "the Earth's atmosphere is not warming and fears about human-induced storms, sea-level rise and other disasters are misplaced." And as studies fingering humans as a cause of climate change piled up, he had a new argument: a cabal was silencing good scientists who disagreed with the "alarmist" reports. "Global warming has become an article of faith for many, with its own theology and orthodoxy," Singer wrote in The Washington Times. "Its believers are quite fearful of any scientific dissent."

With the Inauguration of George W. Bush in 2001, the denial machine expected to have friends in the White House. But despite Bush's oil-patch roots, naysayers weren't sure they could count on him: as a candidate, he had pledged to cap carbon dioxide emissions. Just weeks into his term, the Competitive Enterprise Institute heard rumors that the draft of a speech Bush was preparing included a passage reiterating that pledge. CEI's Myron Ebell called conservative pundit Robert Novak, who had booked Bush's EPA chief, Christie Todd Whitman, on CNN's "Crossfire." He asked her about the line, and within hours the possibility of a carbon cap was the talk of the Beltway. "We alerted anyone we thought could have influence and get the line, if it was in the speech, out," says CEI president Fred Smith, who counts this as another notch in CEI's belt. The White House declines to comment.

Bush not only disavowed his campaign pledge. In March, he withdrew from the Kyoto treaty. After the about-face, MIT's Lindzen told NEWSWEEK in 2001, he was summoned to the White House. He told Bush he'd done the right thing. Even if you accept the doomsday forecasts, Lindzen said, Kyoto would hardly touch the rise in temperatures. The treaty, he said, would "do nothing, at great expense."

Bush's reversal came just weeks after the IPCC released its third assessment of the burgeoning studies of climate change. Its conclusion: the 1990s were very likely the warmest decade on record, and recent climate change is partly "attributable to human activities." The weather itself seemed to be conspiring against the skeptics. The early years of the new millennium were setting heat records. The summer of 2003 was especially brutal, with a heat wave in Europe killing tens of thousands of people. Consultant Frank Luntz, who had been instrumental in the GOP takeover of Congress in 1994, suggested a solution to the PR mess. In a memo to his GOP clients, he advised them that to deal with global warming, "you need to continue to make the lack of scientific certainty a primary issue." They should "challenge the science," he wrote, by "recruiting experts who are sympathetic to your view." Although few of the experts did empirical research of their own (MIT's Lindzen was an exception), the public didn't notice. To most civilians, a scientist is a scientist.

Challenging the science wasn't a hard sell on Capitol Hill. "In the House, the leadership generally viewed it as impermissible to go along with anything that would even imply that climate change was genuine," says Goldston, the former Republican staffer. "There was a belief on the part of many members that the science was fraudulent, even a Democratic fantasy. A lot of the information they got was from conservative think tanks and industry." When in 2003 the Senate called for a national strategy to cut greenhouse gases, for instance, climate naysayers were "giving briefings and talking to staff," says Goldston. "There was a constant flow of information—largely misinformation." Since the House version of that bill included no climate provisions, the two had to be reconciled. "The House leadership staff basically said, 'You know we're not going to accept this,' and [Senate staffers] said, 'Yeah, we know,' and the whole thing disappeared relatively jovially without much notice," says Goldston. "It was such a foregone conclusion."

Especially when the denial machine had a new friend in a powerful place. In 2003 James Inhofe of Oklahoma took over as chairman of the environment committee. That summer he took to the Senate floor and, in a two-hour speech, disputed the claim of scientific consensus on climate change. Despite the discovery that satellite data showing no warming were wrong, he argued that "satellites, widely considered the most accurate measure of global temperatures, have confirmed" the absence of atmospheric warming. Might global warming, he asked, be "the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the American people?" Inhofe made his mark holding hearing after hearing to suggest that the answer is yes. For one, on a study finding a dramatic increase in global temperatures unprecedented in the last 1,000 years, he invited a scientist who challenged that conclusion (in a study partly underwritten with $53,000 from the American Petroleum Institute), one other doubter and the scientist who concluded that recent global temperatures were spiking. Just as Luntz had suggested, the witness table presented a tableau of scientific disagreement.

Every effort to pass climate legislation during the George W. Bush years was stopped in its tracks. When Senators McCain and Joe Lieberman were fishing for votes for their bipartisan effort in 2003, a staff member for Sen. Ted Stevens of Alaska explained to her counterpart in Lieberman's office that Stevens "is aware there is warming in Alaska, but he's not sure how much it's caused by human activity or natural cycles," recalls Tim Profeta, now director of an environmental-policy institute at Duke University. "I was hearing the basic argument of the skeptics—a brilliant strategy to go after the science. And it was working." Stevens voted against the bill, which failed 43-55. When the bill came up again the next year, "we were contacted by a lot of lobbyists from API and Exxon-Mobil," says Mark Helmke, the climate aide to GOP Sen. Richard Lugar. "They'd bring up how the science wasn't certain, how there were a lot of skeptics out there." It went down to defeat again.

Killing bills in Congress was only one prong of the denial machine's campaign. It also had to keep public opinion from demanding action on greenhouse emissions, and that meant careful management of what federal scientists and officials wrote and said. "If they presented the science honestly, it would have brought public pressure for action," says Rick Piltz, who joined the federal Climate Science Program in 1995. By appointing former coal and oil lobbyists to key jobs overseeing climate policy, he found, the administration made sure that didn't happen. Following the playbook laid out at the 1998 meeting at the American Petroleum Institute, officials made sure that every report and speech cast climate science as dodgy, uncertain, controversial—and therefore no basis for making policy. Ex-oil lobbyist Philip Cooney, working for the White House Council on Environmental Quality, edited a 2002 report on climate science by sprinkling it with phrases such as "lack of understanding" and "considerable uncertainty." A short section on climate in another report was cut entirely. The White House "directed us to remove all mentions of it," says Piltz, who resigned in protest. An oil lobbyist faxed Cooney, "You are doing a great job."

The response to the international climate panel's latest report, in February, showed that greenhouse doubters have a lot of fight left in them. In addition to offering $10,000 to scientists willing to attack the report, which so angered Boxer, they are emphasizing a new theme. Even if the world is warming now, and even if that warming is due in part to the greenhouse gases emitted by burning fossil fuels, there's nothing to worry about. As Lindzen wrote in a guest editorial in NEWSWEEK International in April, "There is no compelling evidence that the warming trend we've seen will amount to anything close to catastrophe."

To some extent, greenhouse denial is now running on automatic pilot. "Some members of Congress have completely internalized this," says Pew's Roy, and therefore need no coaching from the think tanks and contrarian scientists who for 20 years kept them stoked with arguments. At a hearing last month on the Kyoto treaty, GOP Congressman Dana Rohrabacher asked whether "changes in the Earth's temperature in the past—all of these glaciers moving back and forth—and the changes that we see now" might be "a natural occurrence." (Hundreds of studies have ruled that out.) "I think it's a bit grandiose for us to believe ... that [human activities are] going to change some major climate cycle that's going on." Inhofe has told allies he will filibuster any climate bill that mandates greenhouse cuts.

Still, like a great beast that has been wounded, the denial machine is not what it once was. In the NEWSWEEK Poll, 38 percent of those surveyed identified climate change as the nation's gravest environmental threat, three times the number in 2000. After ExxonMobil was chastised by senators for giving $19 million over the years to the Competitive Enterprise Institute and others who are "producing very questionable data" on climate change, as Sen. Jay Rockefeller said, the company has cut back its support for such groups. In June, a spokesman said ExxonMobil did not doubt the risks posed by climate change, telling reporters, "We're very much not a denier." In yet another shock, Bush announced at the weekend that he would convene a global-warming summit next month, with a 2008 goal of cutting greenhouse emissions. That astonished the remaining naysayers. "I just can't imagine the administration would look to mandatory [emissions caps] after what we had with Kyoto," said a GOP Senate staffer, who did not want to be named criticizing the president. "I mean, what a disaster!"

With its change of heart, ExxonMobil is more likely to win a place at the negotiating table as Congress debates climate legislation. That will be crucially important to industry especially in 2009, when naysayers may no longer be able to count on a friend in the White House nixing man-datory greenhouse curbs. All the Democratic presidential contenders have called global warming a real threat, and promise to push for cuts similar to those being passed by California and other states. In the GOP field, only McCain—long a leader on the issue—supports that policy. Fred Thompson belittles findings that human activities are changing the climate, and Rudy Giuliani backs the all-volunteer greenhouse curbs of (both) Presidents Bush.

Look for the next round of debate to center on what Americans are willing to pay and do to stave off the worst of global warming. So far the answer seems to be, not much. The NEWSWEEK Poll finds less than half in favor of requiring high-mileage cars or energy-efficient appliances and buildings. No amount of white papers, reports and studies is likely to change that. If anything can, it will be the climate itself. This summer, Texas was hit by exactly the kind of downpours and flooding expected in a greenhouse world, and Las Vegas and other cities broiled in record triple-digit temperatures. Just last week the most accurate study to date concluded that the length of heat waves in Europe has doubled, and their frequency nearly tripled, in the past century. The frequency of Atlantic hurricanes has already doubled in the last century. Snowpack whose water is crucial to both cities and farms is diminishing. It's enough to make you wish that climate change were a hoax, rather than the reality it is.
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UNEP or UN in the news

People’s Daily Online : Interview: UNEP chief identifies major areas for achieving lower emissions 

August 06, 2007 

World environmental body UNEP's chief Achim Steiner has identified electricity generation, transport and construction as three major areas where greenhouse gas emissions can be cut through energy-efficient technology.

"These are the three major areas where a decision today to invest in more energy-efficient technology can ensure a lower carbon footprint tomorrow," the UNEP executive director told Xinhua in an exclusive interview recently.

The reduction in carbon dioxide emissions is the major task to reverse the trend of global warming, he said, citing the target suggested by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that the world has to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 60 percent of 1990 levels.

Climate change has increasingly attracted world attention as more and more signs are indicating a possible link between this trend and extreme weathers and many natural disasters.

A report released by the British government last year warned that failure to tackle climate change could cost the world more than World Wars I or II, or spark the equivalent of the 1930's Great Depression.

Steiner said the major obstacles in addressing the climate change at the moment fall into two domains. One is the development of national policies and incentives that encourage companies and people to invest in more energy-efficient technologies, and the second is the economic cost of trying to reduce carbon emissions.

He cited Cuba's promotion of energy-saving light bulbs as a successful example of achieving energy efficiency.

"It is cheaper to do that than to build extra power stations to meet the electricity consumption," Steiner said.

He referred to the whole renewable energy and non-fossil fuel sector as "perhaps the biggest future hope that we have for addressing the carbon challenge, alongside greater energy efficiency."

The UNEP has been playing a leadership role for many years in developing renewable energy technologies, particularly in the field of solar and wind power energy and is also now looking to harness the potential of geothermal energy, he said.

The development of renewable energy technologies has advanced tremendously, he said, citing a UNEP report that says investment capital flowing into renewable energy climbed from 80 billion U.S. dollars in 2005 to a record 100 billion dollars in 2006.

While renewable sources today produce about 2 percent of the world's energy, they now account for about 18 percent of world investment in power generation, with wind generation at the investment forefront. Solar and bio-fuel energy technologies grew even more quickly than wind, but from a smaller base, according to the report. Source: Xinhua 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/6232965.html
………………………………..

The Nation, Thailand : UN nod for carbon-trading projects

Thailand has been given the green light for three schemes to join the clean development mechanism project and trade carbon credits internationally, Alternative Energy Develop-ment and Efficiency Depart-ment director-general Panich Pongpirodom said.Published on August 7, 2007

He said the United Nations' Framework Convention on Climate Change had approved and registered the three projects. All are biomass plants and are run by the Mitr Phol Group, AT Bio-power and Khon Kaen Sugar Industry.

The approval allows Thai-land to trade carbon credits internationally. The rate of carbon credit trading on the world market is US$7 (Bt237) a tonne.

The energy agency expects carbon credits to increase national income.

To have projects approved they must be submitted to the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry. They will then be considered by the Cabinet and sent to the UN convention. 

To date, 45 companies have submitted clean-development proposals.

Carbon trading is a key market mechanism for combating global warming under the Kyoto Protocol's clean-development mechanism. It places an economic value on carbon dioxide, a major greenhouse gas, then creates a market to buy and sell the right to emit greenhouse gases. Developed countries look to developing countries to buy rights to emit greenhouse gases.

Khon Kaen Sugar Industry's assistant vice-president for business development, Chalus Chinthammit, said it started its biomass electric plant in December last year. It runs on sugar cane and is expected to generate 61,000 tonnes of carbon credits each year. 

The plant produces 30 megawatts - 20 megawatts of which is sold to the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand.

The company has been approved to trade credits for 10 years. After that it will need to submit another clean-development project.

"We expect our project will reduce emissions and impact global warming by using alternative energy like electricity from sugar cane. It is enough for our plant," he said.

http://nationmultimedia.com/2007/08/07/national/national_30044032.php 

..................................................

The Hindu : International Cleanup Day to be held next month 

Staff Reporter 

CHENNAI: The Indian Coast Guard, in association with the National Institute of Ocean Technology, Loyola College and the Tree Foundation, will conduct the ‘International Cleanup Day’ next month. 

The annual event is part of the South Asian Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP) of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The cleanup will be undertaken simultaneously at beaches along the Indian coastline. Representatives from a number of government agencies, non-governmental organisations, corporate houses, schools and colleges are expected to participate. 

Various contests will be conducted for school and college students this month and in September. The events scheduled include a poster designing competition for college students, a quiz contest for Plus Two students and a painting competition for students in Classes VI to XII. A ‘Biodiversity conservation mela’, organised by the Tree Foundation (to be held on September 1 and 2), and inter-collegiate and inter-school beach cleaning contests would also be organised. 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/08/06/stories/2007080657990200.htm 

General Environment News

Fiji Times : Climate change 'is everyone's business'

Tuesday, August 07, 2007

THE effects of climate change are everyone's business, climate change specialist Professor Rajendra Pachauri says.

Professor Pachauri when launching the Centre for Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development at the University of Fiji in Lautoka yesterday, said there was a need to convince the Government and businesses to work together.

He said it was critical to establish links to other institutions.

Professor Pachauri said there was a need to involve those in society as people needed to see how climate change affected their lives.

He commended the university for coming up with the idea of setting up the centre.

Vice Chancellor Professor Rajesh Chandra said the key objective of the centre was to strengthen research capacity and to harness it in the service of policy making, planning and sustainable development in areas of energy, environment, science and technology.

The university established the centre to complement the work of its schools and contribute to professional development, research and publications, policy oriented project management and consultancies. 

The university has appointed Professor Pachauri to be the patron of the centre.

He has been the chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change established by the World Meteorological Organisation and the United Nations Environment program.

Professor Chandra said the launching of the centre was possible through the support of The Fiji Times, Justice Devendra Pathik and Mrs Pathik.

http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=67981 

………………………………………

Melbourne Herald Sun : Erin Brockovich joins refinery fight

By Andrea Hayward, August 06, 2007

US environmental campaigner Erin Brockovich is looking into the case of West Australian residents who say they are being made sick by a refinery owned by mining giant Alcoa.

About 160 Yarloop residents have complained of respiratory problems, skin irritations, sore throats and eyes, extreme fatigue, mental dysfunction, stomach upset, blood noses, cancers and organ failure for 11 years. 

They say emissions from Alcoa's Wagerup refinery are causing the ill effects. 

Ms Brockovich, whose environmental campaign against a Californian mining company was made famous by Julia Roberts in the Hollywood movie Erin Brockovich, agreed to review the case after receiving an email from a Yarloop resident. 

"We think we live in a big world but it's really smaller than you think," Ms Brockovich said. 

"Somebody from the area that was sick, from what they believe to be Alcoa, emailed me. I was intrigued with her illnesses and concerned at what she was suffering through and recommended one of our toxicologists see her and he did. 

"After he did some testing and researching he said `this is something you should look into.'" 

Alcoa has bought some properties around the refinery but real estate values for the remaining homes in Yarloop have dived in value. 

Yarloop resident and Community Alliance for Positive Solutions action group chairman Vince Puccio said residents wanted a fair go. 

"What we are about is not about shutting Alcoa down, it's about accountability and for them to take full responsibility for what they've done," Mr Puccio said. 

"It's got nothing to do with shutting it down. 

"What we want is a fair go for everybody ... not just for Alcoa." 

Lawyer Simon Morrison, who is acting as Ms Brockovich's Australian lawyer, said it was too early to start talking about dollars or compensation but he was confident the residents had a good case. 

http://www.news.com.au/heraldsun/story/0,21985,22196037-5005961,00.html 

………………………………………

People’s Daily Online : Beijing Olympics Organizers:preparations stay on track, challenges remain 

August 06, 2007 

 Organizers of the Organizers of the 2008 Olympic Games said on Monday that preparations for next year's Olympics are progressing smoothly but challenges remain in areas like air pollution and citizens' civility.

"On the whole, preparations for the Beijing Olympics are smoothly progressing in accordance with plans," Wang Wei, executive vice president of the Beijing Organizing Committee for the 2008 Olympics (BOCOG), told a press conference held to mark Wednesday's start to the one-year countdown to the Games.

With the Chinese capital shrouded in thick smog on Monday, Wang said that air quality in the city has improved a lot.

Citing World Health Organization indicators, Wang said good quality air days had increased from 100 in 1998 to 241 in 2006, and serious air pollution days had decreased from 141 to 24.

Wang also said that special measures would be taken to ensure good air quality in next August.

"Good air quality and blue sky are not only important for the Olympic Games," he said. "What matters more to us is not the image (of the country), but the health of the athletes and local citizens."

A series of regulations aimed at ensuring media freedom in reporting the 2008 Games took effect early this year, which put Beijing under intense scrutiny of international press.

Jiang Xiaoyu, also a BOCOG executive vice president, said that BOCOG welcomes reporters to objectively, fairly and comprehensively report on Beijing's Olympic preparatory work.

"We have already heard some different voices, and we are mentally prepared for such voices to get louder and even sharper,"said Jiang.

"We welcome constructive criticism on our faults and defects, but we resolutely oppose the politicization of Olympic affairs, for this does not accord with the Olympic spirit and Olympic Charter," he added.

Compared to problems like pollution and traffic congestions, the Olympic organizers seem to be more worried about so-called " software construction".

"The biggest challenge (in the year to come) is how to make sure our service level and the civility of our people matches the holding of an excellent Olympics," said Jiang. Source: Xinhua

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90779/90867/6233040.html 

.................................................

Zee News, India : Police seize 100 furs of endangered animals in China  

Beijing, Aug 06: The Chinese police have made one of the nation's largest-ever seizure of over 100 furs of rare wild animals, including 27 snow leopards furs, in northwest China's Gansu province. 

Forestry police in Xining, capital of northwest China's Qinghai province received word that illegal transaction of snow leopards furs was going on in central Gansu when they were investigating into another case relating to illegal transportation of snow leopard samples, a police spokesman said. 

The police followed the new tip and found that a resident surnamed Ma in Linxia of Central Gansu had purchased furs of protected animals in a very large quantity. 

On July 28, police raided Ma's home and his rented apartment, and seized 104 furs of rare wild animals, including bears, snow leopards, clouded leopards and lynxes. They also found skeletons of these endangered animals, Xinhua news agency reported today. 

Ma confessed that he had been buying the furs and bones from Qinghai and Tibet since last November and made a profit of 4,000 yuan (about USD 520) by selling two snow leopards furs. 

The spokesman said this has been the largest number of snow leopard furs that have been seized in China’s history since 1949, and Ma is under further investigation.   Bureau Report 

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=387226&ssid=364&ssname=Miscellaneous&sid=ENV&sname= 
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Reuters : India says "gravely endangered" wildlife need help

Mon Aug 6, 2007, By Nita Bhalla

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - Snow leopards, Asiatic lions, Gangetic dolphins and wild buffaloes are among Indian wildlife species that are "gravely endangered", the government has warned.

Existing conservation measures for 14 rare species were inadequate, the Environment Ministry said in the agenda for a forthcoming meeting of the National Board for Wildlife, a copy of which was seen by Reuters on Monday.

"With mounting demographic pressures, there are today a number of species which are gravely endangered, whose long-term survival can only be ensured if a determined effort is undertaken to initiate specific recovery plans," it said.

Other threatened species include the great Indian bustard, Malabar civet, pigmy hog, white winged wood duck, Andaman teal and the hangul, also know as the Kashmir stag.

Experts say increasing human interference such as development, encroachment and destruction of habitat, as well as poaching, are the main threats to the animals, which populate areas from the Himalayas to the Andaman and Nicobar islands.

The animals now often exist in isolated populations and authorities say its difficult to employ general conservation measures used on high profile species such as tigers and elephants as the needs and habitats of the animals are different.

"The isolation of animal species due to fragmentation of habitats reduces relict populations to unviable levels, leading to local extinctions," said the ministry.

India is the last bastion of the Asiatic lion, yet the big cats are now only found in the Gir landscape in Gujarat.

Considering the serious threats from epidemics or other natural disasters that could lead to extinction, the ministry says measures such as relocation of some of the lions to another sanctuary should be employed.

Likewise, the snow leopard, which inhabits the Himalayan mountains, should be given extra protection from poachers who hunt the cat for its pelt, which commands a high price on the international market, say experts.

Conservationists say measures to protect the Ganges river dolphins - whose numbers have halved over the last 25 years as they are hunted for oil, trapped in fishing nets and hit by pollution from dams - should include keeping pollution levels in check.

"This is a welcome measure as we have always assumed that measures to protect the tiger and elephant would automatically cover smaller species," said Sujoy Banerjee, WWF India's director for species conservation.

"But there are certain animals whose needs should be dealt with separately."

http://in.reuters.com/article/topNews/idINIndia-28846420070806?sp=true 
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Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand : Aceh war blessing in disguise for orang-utans 

Reuters | Tuesday, 7 August 2007

This has helped the critically endangered mammals flourish, at least for now. 

"If the civil war hadn't happened and they all operate and clear the forest, we'll be dealing with a few hundred orang-utans now," said Ian Singleton, scientific director of the Sumatran Orang-utan Conservation Programme. 

"And if they clear these extra bits of forests here in the near future, then the same thing will happen again. All the orang-utan will die. They don't sort of like pack their bags and move somewhere else. They stay and die," he said in North Sumatra's provincial capital, Medan. 

The war in Aceh in on the tip of Sumatra had prevented logging concessions and palm oil estates, which had been granted permits during the 1990s, from operating around the so-called Leuser Ecosystem – the last place on Earth where orang-utans, tigers, rhinos, leopards and elephants can be found in one area. 

The 2.6-million hectare Leuser Ecosystem, roughly the size of Belgium and the largest protected rainforest area in Southeast Asia, covers parts of Aceh and adjacent North Sumatra province. 

"By preventing them from operating has given us a second chance to save the orang-utan. We may have lost around 5000 orang-utans between 1995 and 2000, and then that suddenly stabilised because of the civil war," said Singleton. 

There are about 7300 Sumatran orang-utans left in the wild. The number has been relatively steady in recent years but is half as many as the early 1990s, when there were estimated to be about 15,000. 

"In the early-to-late 1990s, there was a lot of habitat loss, especially in Aceh in the lowlands. Much of that was legal forest clearance. There was also illegal forest clearance in protected areas and there was also conversion of forest to palm oil estates," said Singleton. 

The conflict in Aceh ended in 2005 with a peace pact between Jakarta and the separatist Free Aceh Movement (GAM) after at least 15,000 people, most of them civilians, had been killed in the war that lasted for nearly three decades. 

Singleton said Aceh's newly elected governor, Irwandi Yusuf, was under pressure from the central Jakarta government to open at least some of the logging concessions. 

In general, the Sumatra orang-utan fared better than their cousins in the neighbouring island of Borneo, where annual forest fires, land clearing by farmers and plantations and poaching has drastically cut the numbers of the orange-haired apes. 

"The pet trade, the captive orang-utans, tend to be a byproduct of habitat loss. And because there is so much habitat loss in Borneo now, the numbers that are coming into captivity are huge. Thousands every year, and that's just lucky survivors." 

The Sumatran Orang-utan Conservation Programme was set up in 1990s to help save the animals by creating quarantine centres for confiscated pet apes. 

"We average only around 30 animals per year, two per month. Most of those animals are kept by military, police, local government officials – people who should know better," Singleton said. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/4155328a12.html 

..............................................

INQUIRER.net :  (UPDATE 2) 7 killed, 5 hurt in Compostela Valley landslide 

By Thea Alberto, 08/06/2007

MANILA, Philippines -- Seven persons, four of them children, were killed, while five others were injured in a landslide in a far-flung village of Maco town in Compostela Valley Province Monday morning.

Edgar Salario, information officer of the Office of the Civil Defense-Southern Mindanao, said boulders and mud from the hilly part of the village rolled down on at least nine houses at around 11:30 a.m. in Sitio Riverside, Barangay Masara, Maco town after days of heavy rains.

As of 4 p.m. Monday, the bodies of the victims had been retrieved from the landslide site.

Chief Superintendent Andres Caro, Davao region police chief had earlier identified the dead as Avelino Cayetano, Romani Cayetano, Annie Carreon, Angelito Carreon Jr., Loey Carreon, and Aiza Carreon.

One of the victims, Salario said, was a baby girl between one to five years old. Two young boys and a 17-year-old girl were also killed, he added.

Salario said search and rescue operations continue as of posting time.

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/regions/view_article.php?article_id=80897 
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Thanh Nien Daily, Vietnam : Several dead after storm strikes central Vietnam 

Source: Thanh Nien, Tuoi Tre – Compiled by An Dien   

A vicious storm left at least five dead and ten injured after sweeping across central Vietnam this weekend.  

Provinces from Binh Dinh to Quang Tri, including inland areas, were all hit by the storm, the National Center for Hydro Meteorological Forecast reported.

The storm was 50km off the Vietnamese coast on Sunday and brought 74kph winds to coastal provinces Binh Dinh and Quang Ngai late that night, according to the center.

One perished and ten were missing in the mountainous Dak Lak province as the storm brought floods that forced an evacuation of nearly 500 households.

Several major dams and 3,200 hectares of rice paddies were damaged in the country’s coffee-growing hub.

The storm left several Dak Lak districts unreachable by road.

The provincial administration said it had yet to calculate the full human and material losses caused by the storm.

In the central highlands’ Lam Dong province, four were found dead and 1,075 hectares rice and vegetable fields badly damaged.

In Quang Nam province, the local coast guard reported Sunday that around 1,000 fishing vessels had anchored at stormproof docks. 

Five others had been allowed to take refuge in Filipino waters.

The local coast guard said it would not allow other vessels to cast off.

Authorities in Danang said Sunday there were still 18 fishing vessels out at sea.

Forecast

The National Center for Hydro Meteorological Forecast predicted that the storm, which was yet to be named, would continue moving northwestward at 5-10 kph over the next 24 hours. 

The storm is expected to be 80km east of the Danang and Thua Thien-Hue coast at 7pm Monday. The brunt of the storm is expected to continue affecting coastal provinces from Binh Dinh to Danang.

Storm-hit areas would see strong winds and rough seas with wind speeds over 70 kph, the center forecast.

Coastal areas stretching from Quang Tri to Thanh Hoa were also forecast to be hit by the storm Tuesday.

Heavy rains are expected across all central provinces over the next several days, meteorological experts said.

They also warned against possible flashfloods and landslides.

http://www.thanhniennews.com/society/?catid=3&newsid=30709 
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Thanh Nien Daily, Vietnam : Officials may have caused foot-and-mouth disease outbreak 

Reported by Bui Ngoc Long – Translated by An Dien   

Police are investigating two officials in a central Vietnamese province for allegedly triggering a foot-and-mouth epidemic last June by providing farmers infected cows that should have been quarantined.  

The police say that Duong Van Hoa, director of Quang Tri province’s Thuan Thanh Company, and Nguyen Ngoc Do, head of the animal health center in Gio Linh district, are accountable for the infection and loss of around 1,000 livestock two months ago.

Early last June, Thuan Thanh company transported 33 breeder cows from the northern Thanh Hoa province to a poverty-alleviation program in Quang Tri’s Da krong district.

Though the provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Development said it had asked the firm to quarantine the cattle for 15-21 days, the advice allegedly fell on deaf ears.

Two days after the company distributed the cows to farmers, the disease spread to six districts in Quang Tri, including Gio Linh, and spurred the slaughter of some 1,000 cows, buffaloes, pigs and goats.

Some VND8 billion (US$496,000) has been allotted to compensate affected farmers and help local agencies curb the epidemic.

Foot-and-mouth is a highly contagious disease in which animals with divided hooves develop ulcers in the mouth and near the hooves.

http://www.thanhniennews.com/society/?catid=3&newsid=30739 
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Reuters : Dengue Kills 98 in Myanmar 

MYANMAR: August 7, 2007 

YANGON - Dengue fever has killed nearly 100 people in military-ruled Myanmar so far this year, amid a surge in cases of the mosquito-borne disease across Southeast Asia, officials said on Monday. 

"Since January, there have been over 8,000 dengue fever cases in the whole country and 98 people have died. In July alone there were 32 deaths," a senior Health Ministry official, who asked not to be named, told Reuters. 

By comparison, in the whole of 2006 the former Burma had 11,000 cases and 130 deaths, the official said. 

The World Health Organisation said last month the Western Pacific region could be at risk from a major dengue outbreak unless governments improved efforts to stamp out the virus. 

About 40 percent of the world's population is at risk from dengue, which has spread rapidly across Cambodia, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia and Thailand this year due to warmer weather, heavy rain and crowded cities. 

The virus, transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito, causes severe fever, headaches, rashes and muscle and joint pain. Severe forms can cause haemorrhagic fever. There is no vaccine. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43501/story.htm 
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Sidebar: Companies of all sizes going green; Companies of all sizes consider internal practices as well as environmentally-friendly products.

By Nancy Weil
The Washington Post

It has become a routine part of any given week to hear from IT companies about "green" innovations -- products or prototypes designed to have less of an effect on the environment.

Companies of all sizes and types are part of this trend and besides developing greener products, they also are more focused internally on operating with greater energy efficiency, cutting their own costs and reducing the "carbon footprint" they leave. What follows are just two examples, one from the large Xerox, and the other from the small Userful. In the case of Xerox, the company announced a new type of paper that is more environmentally friendly. With Userful, the news was that the company figured out how much one of its products cuts in CO2 emissions, putting concrete figures on an environmental component to its software.

Ask Bruce Katz [cq] how long it took Xerox to develop its new High Yield Business Paper, which uses less wood pulp, water and chemicals to manufacture, and he laughs and says "about 30 years." The project manager for paper design and quality, "paper technologist" for short, Katz has been with Xerox for 27 years and throughout that time the company has talked periodically to newsprint makers about designing better newsprint, but none of them was ever interested in taking the idea beyond that step until October 2006.

Once his paper team got rolling with the idea, it was on the market fairly quickly, with the company taking orders for the new product now. The new paper is made using a mechanical pulping process, which is the method for making newsprint and offset-printing paper common for directories, catalogs and flyers. It's not archival quality, isn't suitable for inkjets, and shouldn't be used for documents that are meant to be kept for a long time or that are official, such as contracts and the like, but it's fine for transactional jobs such as printing up invoices or for use in ordinary office black-and-white printing.

Xerox says that the paper is the first of its kind that works reliably in digital printers and copiers, partly because it doesn't curl.

The paper comes from a mill using hydroelectricity to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 75 percent compared to other mills. The paper also weighs less than paper made using traditional chemical processes, so it comes with about 10 percent more pages per pound, making it less costly to ship and mail, and less expensive in cost overall. Comparatively, it's about 5 percent less than the company's 4200 business paper, says Maggie Ochs, a marketing manager.

Wood chips are ground in machines to loosen their fibers and make pulp, but wood chemicals stay in the fiber, so twice as much paper is produced per tree, according to Xerox.

"We knew up front that there was an environmental story," Katz says. That's because of the physical characteristics of newsprint, which is lighter than typical office paper, so he and other Xerox engineers knew that when the wood was ground for pulp the capacity of the newsprint would be better than chemically produced fiber. They knew it would cost less to produce and use fewer trees in the process. "That's when we really saw a big, big opportunity on the environmental side."

That's a concern that is always top of mind at Xerox, based in Rochester, New York, according to Maggie Ochs, a marketing manager there. "We do look at the environmental impact with every product."

While most of the movement in green computing tends toward hardware that operates with greater energy efficiency or products whose manufacture takes less of a bite out of the environment, Userful's bailiwick is software. The company's DiscoverStation operating system software enables 10 employees to work from one PC, though the typical configuration used by cusomers is to have six workstations per computer.

Using a central Web portal, the software can be centrally managed and controlled, with locked-down desktop configurations. The idea behind it is that most of the time office workers spend their time typing documents or e-mail or they're reading a document, e-mail or Web site. Most of the computing power just idles and isn't really needed, so Userful's approach is to attach more users to each desktop PC. Libraries, schools and military installations are primary customers for DiscoverStation.

Sean Rousseau, who is in charge of marketing and public relations for Userful, which is based in Calgary, Alberta, and was founded in 1999, got to thinking about the environmental aspect of that power savings. He counted up the number of PCs that don't have to be used because customers have deployed DiscoverStation and ran acalculationbased on how much electricity it takes to produce a typical PC, how much electricity is required to operate it for a year and translated that into carbon dioxide emissions.

What he came up with is that the company's software had saved more than 13,250 tons of such emissions per year, "and, boom, that's like taking 2300 cars off the road right there, in one year," he says.

"I realized this is a really green technology. ... It blew my mind."

Userful, which has about 30 employees, plans to make that green element of its OS more outright. "We're building into the OS a meter that actually detect how much power your computer is using and converts that into how much CO2 you're using, so it will explain it right there on your computer," he says.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/06/AR2007080600034_pf.html

Discovery Brings Green to the Masses
By Frank Ahrens
The Washington Post

It looks like Silver Spring's Discovery Communications thinks this green thing might just catch on.

In April, the cable programming giant said it would switch its Discovery Home channel to a Planet Green channel early next year.

Last week, the company expanded its eco-portfolio by announcing it will buy TreeHugger.com, a Web site founded in 2004 that provides news and product information for the environmentally acute.

The site claims 1.4 million unique visitors a month and has more than 50 writers around the world blogging about green news and products.

"Bringing TreeHugger.com into the Discovery family gives it the resources to continue doing what it does best: bringing green living to the masses," Bruce Campbell, president of Discovery's digital media, said in a written statement.

TreeHugger is Discovery's first acquisition under chief executive David Zaslav, who began in January and is in the midst of a housecleaning and reorganization that will end up cutting at least 25 percent of the company's workforce and closing the Discovery stores. The company is diverting resources into new-media products and the distribution of high-definition television series, such as the BBC's "Planet Earth."

Discovery would not say how much it paid for TreeHugger, but industry estimates put it around $10 million.

Discovery has found an intense advertiser interest in buying time on the Planet Green channel and will use TreeHugger to sell more green advertising, much in the way the company bought PetFinder.com last year and aligned it with the Animal Planet channel.

It is a sign of the quickly changing ethos on the environment that until only recently, the term "tree-hugger" was considered an insult in many quarters. Now, it is a valuable brand inside a global, mainstream television network.

TreeHugger, based in New York, was founded by designer-entrepreneur Graham Hill. The company and staff will remain largely intact under Discovery's ownership, TreeHugger said on its site.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/05/AR2007080501182_pf.html

Florida Counties Try to Contain Phosphate Mines 

By Adrianne Appel

The New York Times

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. — Arguing that the State Environmental Protection Department is far too lax in regulating open-pit phosphate mines, three Gulf Coast counties are spending millions of dollars in an effort to keep the mines from further expansion in a major watershed. 

Officials of Charlotte, Lee and Sarasota Counties along with the regional water authority, worry that the mines, in the central region of Florida, will decrease the quantity and quality of water in the Peace River, a major contributor to the counties’ water supplies. 

The counties point to the river’s importance to Charlotte Harbor, an estuary fed by the Peace River. 

“Our whole local economy is driven by the harbor,” said Janette Knowlton, a lawyer for Charlotte County. 

Little known outside Florida, phosphate mining has been a major contributor to the regional economy since the 1930s, accounting for 75 percent of phosphate used in the United States, mostly in fertilizer.

Two large companies, Mosaic Fertilizer and CF Industry Holdings, operate most of the open pit phosphate mines in Hardee and Polk Counties. At the mines, cranes dig a mixture of phosphate, sand and clay that is generally below 15 to 30 feet of topsoil and sand. The material is dumped into a nearby pit and blasted with high pressure water to create a slurry that is pumped through pipes to a plant for final separation of the phosphate. The leftover clay-water mixture is dumped into other pits that become ponds. Today, the ponds dot the landscape. The sand is used to help fill the pits after mining.

The mines pump on average more than 100,000 gallons of water a minute, according to the Florida Institute of Phosphate Research, an industry-financed organization.

The Environmental Protection Department regulates the mines. The counties say that state officials have granted too many mine permits and that many permits do not meet federal standards.

Mining companies have been allowed to destroy streams and wetlands, according to the counties, and areas they have reclaimed remain damaged and scarred. 

“We found out through consultants that none of the permits complied with the environmental regulations on the books,” the natural resources planner for Charlotte County, Bill Byle, said. “We thought all these agencies were protecting us.” 

A study by the Environmental Protection Department found that the forestland in the Peace River Basin had declined, to 17 percent from 60 percent in 1940. Wetlands declined to 16 percent from 25 percent.

“Obviously, something isn’t working,” Ms. Knowlton said. “The regulations aren’t tight enough or something went wrong with the procedures.”

The three counties and the water authority have spent $12 million and days in court in an effort to block the opening by Mosaic of a 20,675-acre mine near Ona, to impose stricter environmental practices at other sites and to track those seeking permits. 

“We want to go into this knowing what we will have when they are all done, a healthy, vibrant estuary and clean drinking-water supply,” a Charlotte County commissioner, Adam Cummings, said. 

Officials of the Environmental Protection Department defended their permits and oversight of the phosphate mines. 

“Our job to treat everyone fairly,” Janet G. Llewellyn, director of water resource management, said. “We’re not defending the industry. We’re trying to equitably and scientifically apply the rules.” 

In June, the department gave Mosaic a permit for the first parcel, 4,178 acres, for the mine near Ona in western Hardee County. The three Gulf Coast counties persuaded the department to require stricter environmental practices like leaving wetlands intact.

“We were very careful in Ona to make the company stay out of high quality streams and wetlands,” the director of the Bureau of Mine Reclamation, Richard W. Cantrell, said. 

“If you can mine it, reclaim it and put it back in such a nice form, why is there opposition against it?” Dee Allen, head of permits and reclamation for Mosaic, asked.

The counties are appealing the permit on grounds that include the fact the department did not consider its own study of the overall effects of mining and other activities on the Peace River watershed. The department secretary, Michael W. Sole, said through a spokeswoman that the study was not relevant to its decision. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/04/us/04phosphates.html?n=Top%2fReference%2fTimes%20Topics%2fSubjects%2fE%2fEnvironment&pagewanted=print

Government May Step In to Save Birds From Cats in Cape May 

By The Associated Press

The New York Times

CAPE MAY, N.J., Aug. 4 (AP) — In most other cities, cats killing birds would not attract much attention. But this is not most other cities.

Cats are as much a part of genteel Cape May culture as rainbow-colored Victorian bed-and-breakfasts, trolley tours and cocktails on the porch at sunset.

But Cape May is also one of the prime bird-watching spots in North America, and the activity is important to the state’s economy. The World Series of Birding is held here each year. 

This year in New Jersey, cats are the prime suspects in the deaths of three endangered birds, including piping plovers. With only 115 pairs of plovers left in the state, each death is a big deal to environmentalists.

The federal government may intervene on the side of the birds, drawing mixed reactions here. Cat lovers fear that the cats will be euthanized, while bird lovers are wary of the possibility of rare species being wiped out.

“This is a very emotional issue; this really is a cat town,” said one resident, Pat Peckham. “I think they should leave the cats where they are. I’m a firm believer in letting nature take its course.”

Bill Schemel called the cats “more of a nuisance than anything else.” He added: “Cats are not part of the natural environment. They’re here because someone’s cat had a litter and they dumped them out in the woods.”

Jim Cramer, a spokesman for United States Fish and Wildlife Service, agreed that that is the root of the problem. “In an ideal world, we wouldn’t have feral cat populations,” he said. “All cats would be given good homes and be kept indoors. But that’s not the reality we’re dealing with.”

The stakes are high. Wildlife watching and related expenditures pump more than $2 billion a year into the state economy, about 80 percent of which comes from bird-watchers, said Eric Stiles, vice president of the New Jersey Audubon Society.

Few people might have taken notice of the colonies of feral cats here had it not been for the presence of the piping plover, which is considered threatened by the federal government and endangered by New Jersey environmental authorities.

The plovers nest in open stretches of beach, making them and their chicks easy prey for predators, including foxes, gulls and cats.

As part of federally mandated beach management programs, communities with populations of threatened or endangered species are required to prevent the birds from being harmed. And those measures are paying off: plover populations along the East Coast have rebounded to 1,743 pairs this year from 722 pairs in 1985, federal officials said.

For the past 12 years, Cape May has sought to keep its cat population in check by trapping, neutering and releasing feral cats, said John Queenan, the city’s animal control officer.

Annette Scherer, a senior biologist with the Fish and Wildlife Service, said the agency was studying options for Cape May. They could include asking the city to adopt laws requiring cats to be licensed and laws prohibiting free-roaming cats, the abandonment of cats and the feeding of wildlife, including feral cats.

Mr. Stiles, the Audubon Society official, is working on a pilot project to find a middle ground. It would bring together animal control officials and advocacy groups to share information on endangered birds and cat colonies. Cats that are near endangered birds could be relocated, while others could be undisturbed.

“Cape May would be perfect for this,” he said. “You really can do both.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/05/nyregion/05cats.html?pagewanted=print

Panel looks for biodegradable coastal policy

By Gareth McGrath

The Associated Press

Call it the Cheech and Chong bag.

As the N.C. Coastal Resources Commission wrestles with what to do about the proliferation of sandbags along the state's coastline, one idea that's been floated is to make the bags biodegradable. And one of the materials under consideration is hemp the industrial, non-hallucinogenic cousin of marijuana.

In short, that would be one way to make sure the sandbags get rolled up instead of becoming semi-permanent structures along the North Carolina coast. 

"If we did adopt this, we'd be dictating the temporary nature of the bags by making them biodegradable," said Courtney Hackney, CRC chairman and a marine biologist at the University of North Carolina Wilmington.

The CRC has placed a May 2008 deadline for the removal of most uncovered sandbags along the coast.

Sandbags were originally meant to offer threatened structures temporary protection, generally for two years, until a more permanent solution could be developed.

Those final solutions usually were removal of the threatened property or a beach nourishment project.

But regulators have been prone to issue extensions, and many coastal towns have successfully argued that they are pursuing a beach nourishment project to fix their erosion problem.

The Riggings condominium project in Kure Beach, for example, has relied on sandbags for protection since 1985. The N.C. Division of Coastal Management recently ordered the bags removed, a decision the homeowners are challenging in court.

The bags also have proliferated in many places, forming unattractive and long, "hardened structures" since sandbags don't solve erosion but simply move it along the beachfront. Thus, it's often only a matter of time before neighboring areas to a sandbagged property need the bags themselves for protection.

If the schedule remains, homeowners relying on uncovered sandbags to fend off the encroaching Atlantic could start getting removal letters in the mail next spring.

State regulators estimate there are about 150 sandbag structures that would need to come out, including 19 in New Hanover County, almost all on Figure Eight Island.

Whether public pressure or the General Assembly allows Coastal Management to go ahead with the plan is a very large unknown.

Renee Cahoon, a CRC member and mayor of Nags Head, where many of the visible sandbag structures are located, said the impending deadline is already causing consternation in her town.

"It's not going to be fun," she said.

That's led CRC members to discuss a new approach to limiting the time future sandbags can stay on the beach, which also could prompt more urgency in developing a long-term solution.

One possibility would be to use natural materials like cotton or burlap for the bags instead of polypropylene or polyester.

Those fabrics have long life spans. But the polyester fabrics often soil marshes and other coastal areas when bags are ripped or wash away.

Using natural fibers would bring a built-in time limit to a sandbag structure. It also would solve the lingering problem of "orphaned" sandbags that are left behind on the beach, whether on purpose or because they're buried.

But one of the great unknowns is how cotton or woven natural fibers, like flax or hemp, would hold up in the harsh oceanfront environment.

Natural fibers can decay quickly if not treated and could be prone to attacks by microorganisms.

Coastal Management's Scott Geiss said the initial reports aren't good, with 66 days a worst-case scenario given by industry officials.

But a 2005 Army Corps of Engineers study, prompted by the failure of sandbags in Iraq, showed cotton and burlap bags kept their strength well in a desert environment.

A dry desert, though hot and sunny like beach areas, is a much more controlled environment than the salty and wet oceanfront.

"There are a lot of unknowns out there right now," Geiss said of the practicality of using biodegradable sandbags.

Or as Cheech and Chong might say, there's still a good chance the concept could go up in smoke.

Shunning Bush, House backs green energy bill

By John M. Broder

The International Herald Tribune

The U.S. House of Representatives has passed a wide-ranging energy bill that will require most utilities to produce 15 percent of their electricity from renewable sources like wind and solar power. 

President George W. Bush has vowed to veto the bill because it does nothing to encourage increased domestic production of oil and gas.

''It's a big, big deal,'' said Representative Edward Markey, Democrat of Massachusetts, a longtime member of the energy committee. ''There has been no legislation like this for a generation.''

The energy measure passed by a vote of 241-172 on Saturday, with 26 Republicans voting in favor and nine Democrats opposed. Speaker Nancy Pelosi had made the bill one of her top legislative priorities for her first year as leader of the House Democrats.

The bill allots money for the development of alternative fuels and for increased efficiency of appliances and buildings. It is also meant to spur research on methods to capture the carbon dioxide emissions that scientists say are largely responsible for global warming.

The utilities provision, the so-called renewable electricity standard amendment, was among the most contested measures in the energy bill. Sponsored by Representative Tom Udall, a Democrat from New Mexico, and several others, it will force utilities to make a significant share of their electricity from solar, wind, geothermal, water and other nonfossil fuel sources, although they can meet part of the requirement through conservation measures.

The standard applies only to investor-owned utilities and exempts rural electric cooperatives, municipal utilities, the Tennessee Valley Authority and the state of Hawaii from the mandate.

''I think this was a great victory for the planet,'' Udall said. He noted that more than 30 Republicans had voted for the amendment and predicted that it would be part of any energy bill that reaches the president's desk later this year.

Thomas Kuhn, president of the Edison Electric Institute, which represents investor-owned utilities, called the House vote ''very disappointing'' and said it would bring big rate increases to electricity customers.

The 786-page House energy bill does not include an increase in fuel-efficiency standards for cars and light trucks that supporters called the single most effective way of cutting oil consumption and reducing emissions of greenhouse gases. Sponsors vowed to bring it up again when Congress reconvenes in September.

The Senate passed energy legislation in June with numerous differences from the House package. The Senate version requires that cars and light trucks sold in the United States achieve a fleet average of 35 miles per gallon by 2020, or 6.7 liters per 100 kilometers, or 15 kilometers per liter.

Democrats said if the bill that emerged from conference contained both the renewable electricity standard and the mandate for higher corporate average fuel economy, it would be the most significant energy legislation ever enacted.

Go green, enlist with Crist

Imagine if Rubio, Martinez would join governor

By Dan Kipnis

Orlando Sentinel (Florida)

Global warming is both a perilous problem and a fantastic opportunity for Florida. When Gov. Charlie Crist says climate change is one of the most important issues of this century, he is right. Solving this crisis will require new approaches and technological advancements. With the right leadership, Florida can become a world leader in energy-efficiency practices and green energy. State leaders need to seize this fortunate economic opportunity.

At the Florida Summit on Climate Change, Crist showed just this type of leadership when he called global warming a dire threat to Florida. He signed executive orders calling for Florida to reduce carbon emissions 80 percent by 2050. His goals are bold and ambitious, and there is no indication he plans on abandoning conservative market-based principles to solve global warming and institute a big government plan. 

Recently, House Speaker Marco Rubio argued that Crist's leadership will amount to an economic burden for the citizens of Florida.

Unfortunately, Rubio did not attend the summit. If he had, I am confident the exhibitors and panel discussions would have excited him. Business leaders flocked to Miami from around the state and the country to tout the latest in energy efficiency and green energy. Some exhibitors were young upstarts, but many were established pioneers like General Electric and Toyota. These technologies and exhibitors -- and not big government -- are the pathways to a greener future.

Crist's actions open Florida up to green-technology sectors. Embracing this greener future encourages the creation of high-tech jobs and technologies that will enable Florida businesses to become world leaders. Green technology will be one of the largest growth engines of this century, and we cannot afford to miss this opportunity. The governor's actions are not just great for Florida's citizens; they are great for Florida's businesses. In the Sunshine State, companies can go green to make green.

Some claim a cap on carbon emissions would hurt the economy, but many businesses favor a cap. Here are just 10: Caterpillar Inc., Chrysler Group, DuPont, Ford Motor Company, General Electric, General Motors Corp., Johnson & Johnson, PepsiCo, Shell and Xerox Corp. They and many others have joined the US-Cap Campaign that calls for a market-driven carbon cap. They realize that taking action makes not only environmental sense, but business sense.

As a former Florida Marine Fisheries commissioner and longtime charter-boat captain, I am keenly aware that any legitimate analysis of the cost of climate action must include the cost of inaction. The true cost of inaction is unknown, but the costs will be great. Florida is extremely vulnerable to climate change. If temperatures rise in the North, tourism decreases. If sea levels rise, our coastal communities and economies are threatened. If ocean temperatures rise, our prized coral reefs and flourishing recreational-fishing industry may be lost.

We cannot afford inaction.

This is why Florida is fortunate to have bold leaders like Rubio, with his 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida's Future, and Crist, with his climate-change plan. These two leaders have similar ideas and need to work together.

In addition, U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez and the rest of Florida's congressional delegation should exert leadership on climate change in Washington. Florida's congressional delegation has largely been absent from this debate, and Martinez's voting record on climate change is one of the worst in the Senate.

If there was ever a time Florida needed innovative leaders like Crist and Rubio, it is now. There is no reason our leaders cannot come together to work on this issue and turn it into economic advantage. There is a conservative market-driven and uniquely Floridian approach to global warming that can reap the state and business great returns.

These two men can find it. They have to.

Alternative Energy Reports Immediately Available for Television, Radio, and Print News Media

PR Newswire

With the high demand for gasoline and electricity, consumers are feeling the impact where it hurts most -- their wallets. 59% of Americans say increases in the price of gasoline have caused financial hardship in their households. And the government's energy forecast offers no relief in sight. 

Those concerned about high prices, environmental impacts and national security are beginning to embrace new, and not-so-new, forms of energy. Utilizing alternative energy is not only becoming the "cool" thing to do, it can offer surprising savings.

Kevin Edwards uses the sun to power his home. "Our utility bills are extremely modest. I probably spend a total of $500 a year for our 3,000 square-feet home." What's more, half of his solar system was paid for by government tax credits and utility rebate programs. Now Edwards sells his excess power back to the power company.

To save at the pump people are not only changing how they drive -- but what they drive. Sales of hybrid cars are booming. John Wayland owns one and tells people "They don't get the kind of mileage they say they get -- they actually get more." He routinely averages seventy miles per gallon.

For those planning to keep the car they have, biofuels like BioDiesel and Ethanol are environmental and patriotic options. "There is a biofuel for every car on the road in the U.S. today," according to Tomas Endicott of SeQuential Biofuels. Newer flexible-fuel vehicles use 85% Ethanol, which is made from corn grown right here in the U.S. And "If you have a diesel car, you want to put BioDiesel in it," says mechanic Jay Dykeman. "It's a better fuel." Biofuels can even be cheaper than their petroleum counterparts.

The Future Fuels series presents new information about the pros and cons of these alternative energies to the average consumer. 

Ottawa lax about Arctic sovereignty, Layton says; Russian flag expedition shows 'troubling reality'

By Merita Ilo
The Toronto Star
Climate change is destroying the country's North as we know it and the federal government is not doing enough to protect Canada's Arctic sovereignty, NDP Leader Jack Layton said yesterday. 

"The Russian mission to place its flag on the ocean floor at the North Pole demonstrates a troubling reality for northern communities and all Canadians concerning Arctic sovereignty," Layton said in a letter sent to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, who's due to visit several northern communities this week.

A Russian expedition reached the North Pole on Wednesday, and scientists sent two mini-submarines under the ice to mark the sea floor Thursday with a Russian flag. The voyage's chief goal appeared to be advancing Russia's political and economic influence by strengthening its legal claims to the huge gas and oil deposits thought to lie beneath the Arctic sea floor.

Layton criticized the government's decision to buy up to eight medium ice-strengthened military patrol vessels, instead of three heavy icebreakers it promised during the last election, saying it is "misguided."

"Canada must move quickly to make immediate, strategic investments in its Arctic and recognize that the greatest challenges in the North are social, economic and environmental," said Layton.

Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay said the NDP is "just plain wrong" when it claims that Canada is not exercising its legitimate rights in the Arctic.

Yukon works to adapt to warming

By Gary Mason

Globe and Mail

The Canadian North faces many of the same global-warming problems as Alaska. 

"Whether it is melting permafrost, receding glacial ice, rising waters, migration of species that normally aren't part of our northern environment or biological systems, it's all happening," Yukon Premier Dennis Fentie said in an interview.

Mr. Fentie says many buildings in the Yukon have become "structurally problematic," and the same for many highways. While he doesn't have any firm estimate of the costs of replacing much of the Yukon's infrastructure, he says it will certainly be in the billions.

"While we support reducing CO2 emissions to help put the brakes on global warming, we are very focused on the need for Canada's provinces and territories to zero in on adaptation," Mr. Fentie said. 

"That is going to come through research and development. We need to start figuring out how the North is going to adapt to this new world out there. The changes aren't coming. They have already arrived."

Environment Canada said the northeast interior region of B.C. and most of the Yukon have been experiencing average temperature increases of up to 2.5 degrees since 1950. The number of frost-free days is also increasing. Whitehorse has two more than it did in 1950 and Dawson City 13 more.

====================================================================
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UAE 

Divers asked not to touch reef monitoring tiles 

Dubai: Scuba divers and swimmers are being asked to cooperate with a coral reef monitoring survey on the east coast of the UAE by not removing or touching special tiles and equipment.

Earlier this year, Cyclone Gonu which swept across the UAE and Oman, caused considerable damage to the corals on the east coast.

Fujairah Municipality and the National Coral Reef Institute (NCRI) in Florida are working together to check the coral reef situation in Fujairah's waters. 

The NCRI is already involved in the Abu Dhabi-Qatar coral reef survey managed by the Emirates Wildlife Society and WWF (EWS-WWF). 

According to Dr Christophe Tourenq from the EWS-WWF it was decided with the Fujairah Municipality to benefit of the on-going research programme in Abu Dhabi waters and the presence of NCRI coral reef experts in the UAE to install between three and six monitoring stations.

Study regrowth

"After Gonu, it's a unique opportunity to study the regrowth and colonisation of the damaged coral. By installing similar monitoring stations to these already installed in the Abu Dhabi-Qatar waters, we will also be able to compare the two populations: Arabian Gulf and Oman Gulf," said Tourenq.

The monitoring stations have been installed along the eastern coast of the UAE between Fujairah and Dibba. These stations include limestone tiles attached to stainless steel racks. Researchers will use these stations to monitor new coral recruitment in the area as polyps settle and grow on the tiles over time. 

Polyps are hundreds and thousands of soft-bodied, invertebrate animals that have no backbone which make up coral reefs. They have a tubular body with tentacles surrounding the mouth at the upper end.

The stations are an important part the reef recovery study following Gonu. The damage in the area was the worst diving community had seen. According to a dive instructor, R.T. based in Al Aqah, Fujairah, who has been working in the area for more than three years it was impossible to predict, but shallow corals were extensively damaged.

"Around 30 to 40 per cent of the corals in the shallows were damaged, especially at Dibba Rock. It is not dead but at this stage we have to see if it recovers. It takes a long time," said R.T.

"I was very surprised after the cyclone. I've never seen waves that big and I didn't expect it to be as bad as it was," he added. 

A circular was issued to divers and dive centres by the NCRI through EWS-WWF who works closely with Fujairah Municipality to be extra careful when diving in the area and to alert them of the tiles so they would not be disturbed.

The circular reads: "If you see a monitoring station during one of your dives - please do not attempt to remove any part of the station, please do not touch the tiles, please be careful with your fins. These activities could accidentally dislodge coral polyps or crack the tiles."

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10144805.html 

Bahrain 

Pupils' 'green' target  

ABOUT 80 students started recycling five tonnes of used paper yesterday as part of an environmental project at the Al Estiqlal Secondary Girls School, Muharraq. The 10-day environmental project is being organised by the Bahrain Centre for Volunteers in collaboration with the General Organisation for Youth and Sport (Goys).

It aims to encourage a clean environment and encourage youth to volunteer and participate during their summer holidays.

The centre put up advertisements and contacted various organisations to provide them with discarded paper.

The students, aged between 17 and 24, cut the paper, turned it into paste and left it in the sun to dry. An honouring ceremony will be held by the end of the month for everyone who volunteered in the project. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=189851&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30140 

Jordan 

Authorities start covering wastewater pools near treatment plant   

AMMAN —  The Mafraq Health Department on Monday started filling wastewater pools near the Khirbet Al Samra Wastewater Treatment Plant with sand, following repeated complaints by area residents.

“The pools were formed when farmers extended pipes to the plant to pump out untreated water,” the department director, Mohammad Shawaqfeh, told The Jordan Times yesterday.

Leakage from these pipes formed  sewage ponds over a four-square-kilometre area in a valley, which is close to residential areas, Shawaqfeh said.

He added that local residents lodged several complaints about foul odours emanating from the area and the proliferation of insects and rodents.

The Khirbet Al Samra Plant, situated between the Zarqa and Mafraq governorates, and the concerned authorities have not sprayed the area with pesticides since May, according to Shawaqfeh.

He said they should have continued spraying the area twice a day to eliminate disease-carrying rodents and pests, because this factor, along with the collected wastewater, aggravated the situation.

The health department along with the concerned authorities, including the ministries of public works and agriculture, collaborated to solve this health-threatening problem, the Jordan News Agency, Petra reported.

Shawaqfeh, who is supervising the process of filling up the pools, said bulldozers started covering them with sand. He noted that the process could continue for the next few days due to the large expanse that is involved.

Meanwhile, Ministry of Environment Spokesperson Isa Shboul said farmers are only allowed to use treated wastewater for irrigating crops intended for animal consumption.

“The ministry, as well as other related entities, are constantly monitoring plants irrigated with wastewater, which is poisonous for humans as it contains large amounts of chemicals,” Shboul told The Jordan Times yesterday.

Last week, the Ministry of Health launched an inspection campaign in different parts of the country seeking to curb pollution and food poisoning cases.

As part of the week-long campaign, the ministry also carried out inspections on the banks of the Zarqa River, to ensure that all crops cultivated on the river bank and irrigated with its water will be used only as animal fodder.

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews3.htm
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Darfur’s rebels vow to work together towards peace during UN-chaired talks 
6 August - Darfurian rebel groups attending United Nations-sponsored “pre-negotiation” talks over the weekend have agreed to work together to try to devise a solution to the deadly conflict that has devastated the Sudanese region since 2003. 

Four days of talks in Arusha in Tanzania ended today with a pledge from the rebels reaffirming their commitment to the so-called Road-Map outlined by the UN and African Union Special Envoys for re-energizing the political process, Jan Eliasson and Salim Ahmed Salim. 

The representatives of the rebel movements agreed to present a common platform on the sharing of power and wealth, security arrangements, land and humanitarian issues, and they also recommended that final talks towards a political solution to the Darfur conflict be held in two or three months’ time. 

Mr. Eliasson and Mr. Salim chaired the Arusha talks, which were also attended by representatives of Chad, Egypt, Eritrea and Libya, to chart the progress being made towards the staging of final negotiations on the Darfur crisis, which has killed more than 200,000 people and forced two million others to flee their homes. 

The talks were also supposed to “create an enabling environment for the non-signatories [to last year’s Darfur Peace Agreement] to meet and consult among themselves, with other participants and the Special Envoys in order to facilitate the preparations for the negotiations,” according to the statement of conclusions issued by Mr. Eliasson and Mr. Salim today. 

Not all of the non-signatories attended the Arusha talks. In the statement of conclusions, the rebel groups that did take part “decided to keep open the possibility for those who were invited but did not participate in the Arusha Consultations, to join their common platform.” 

Mr. Eliasson and Mr. Salim also said they would continue to pursue the case of Suleiman Jamous, a Darfurian elder who has been detained by the Sudanese Government, “in view of the role Mr. Jamous can play in the political process.” 

Mr. Eliasson has now travelled to Khartoum for two days of meetings with Government officials in the Sudanese capital, before he heads to the three states of Darfur and then on to neighbouring Chad on Saturday. 

The Arusha talks were held just days after the Security Council authorized the deployment of a hybrid UN-AU peacekeeping force – the first of its kind – to try to quell the violence and suffering wracking Darfur. 

The hybrid operation – to be known as UNAMID – has an initial mandate of 12 months and will incorporate the existing AU Mission in Sudan (AMIS), which has been deployed across Darfur since 2004. It will become the largest peacekeeping force in the world, with almost 26,000 troops and police officers when it reaches full deployment. 

By October, UNAMID is scheduled to have its management, command and control structures in place, and then by the end of the year it is expected to be ready to take over operations from AMIS. 

Since fighting erupted between rebel groups, Government forces and allied Janjaweed militias in 2003, UN officials have repeatedly described Darfur as the scene of one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises. 

Flood relief efforts in South Asia ‘unprecedented’ test for aid agencies – UN 

6 August - As monsoon rains continue to pound South Asia, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has warned that the sheer size and scale of the resulting floods, as well as the massive numbers of people affected, poses an “unprecedented challenge” for governments and aid agencies in their relief efforts. 

The UN estimates that some 20 million people are believed to be affected in India, Nepal and Bangladesh in what is being described as the “worst flooding in living memory.” 

According to UNICEF, hundreds of thousands have lost their homes, possessions, livestock and fields and will have to begin their lives from scratch when flood waters recede. 

Among the most urgent needs are shelter and access to fresh water, food, emergency medical supplies and basic household items. 

Last Friday, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said it is sending up to three months worth of emergency rations to some 60,000 flood victims in Nepal. 

However, given the number of families affected and the remoteness of the impacted areas, the agency estimates that it will need some $1.5 million to meet the basic food requirements of the flood victims in the Himalayan country. 

Severe weather during this year’s monsoon season has wreaked havoc across South Asia in recent weeks. In addition to those suffering in India, Nepal and Bangladesh, some two million people were affected by devastating flooding in Pakistan when Cyclone Yemyin struck the country in late June. 

Unveiling of new Timorese Government welcomed by UN envoy 

6 August - The top United Nations envoy in Timor-Leste today welcomed the announcement of a new Government to be led by Xanana Gusmão in the small Asian nation, which the world body helped shepherd to independence in 2002. 

Mr. Gusmão – the country’s former President – was selected as the new Prime Minister after the 30 June legislative elections failed to produce a single outright winner. In the recent polls, five parties and two coalitions won parliamentary seats in proportion to their share of the vote. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative Atul Khare welcomed today’s decision, which was announced in the capital, Dili, by President José Ramos-Horta. 

Mr. Khare, who is also Head of the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT), paid tribute to Mr. Ramos-Horta for having consulted widely on the matter and devoting great effort to finding a solution “which serves the best interests of the country,” and praised the Timorese people for their “exemplary commitment to the democratic process.” 

Noting that the former ruling party, Fretilin, has stated that it will only use legal means to oppose this decision, Mr. Khare stressed that “a criminal act in the name of a political cause is still a criminal act, and will be dealt with firmly.” 

He also noted with appreciation the statements of Mr. Ramos-Horta and the President of the National Parliament Fernando de Araujo Lasama, envisaging concrete steps to ensure a meaningful role for the opposition. 

“UNMIT looks forward to working with the authorities of Timor-Leste and its people on the urgent issues facing the country, such as security sector reform, strengthening of the justice sector, the promotion of democratic governance and social and economic development,” Mr. Khare said. 

UN envoy speaks out against killing of Afghan deminers 

6 August - The murder of three men working to rid Afghanistan of the scourge of landmines has sparked outrage from the top United Nations official in the country. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative Tom Koenigs said he was “appalled and saddened” to learn of the murder of the deminers, who all worked for the Mine Detection and Dog Centre in Panjwai district of Kandahar province. 

Abdul Hasib, Meva Gul and Mirwais had been working to clear contaminated land when they were abducted on Saturday. 

“Deminers put their own lives at risk every day to ensure the safety of Afghanistan’s communities and it is abhorrent that anyone would target such selfless individuals working tirelessly to free the people of Afghanistan from the risk of death and injury caused by landmines,” Mr. Koenigs said in a statement issued in Kabul. 

He paid tribute to the three brave men, saying their sacrifice will never be forgotten by the Afghan people. 

Afghanistan: UN agencies help in nationwide polio vaccination campaign 

6 August - United Nations agencies are helping Afghanistan’s Health Ministry carry out a new nationwide polio vaccination this week, which aims eventually to protect over 7 million children under the age of five from the highly infectious, often paralyzing and sometimes fatal disease. 

“As you know we are on the verge of eliminating polio from Afghanistan, but we need the cooperation of local communities to ensure we achieve this,” UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) Outreach Officer Nazifullah Salarzai told a news briefing in Kabul, the capital, today. 

“UNAMA calls on all parents and communities to cooperate with this vital initiative as we all work hard to prevent polio blighting the lives of Afghanistan’s children,” he added. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO) have been working with the Health Ministry on the campaign, which includes a social mobilization plan to help with the distribution of the vaccinations at provincial and district levels. The campaign will continue across the country, every month, until all children receive the necessary immunization. 

In another development, cereal production has more than doubled in the six years since United States-led forces ousted the Taliban regime in 2001, pushing the strife-torn country close to self-sufficiency, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported today. 

This year’s crop is forecast to reach 4.6 million tons, an increase of 700,000 tons over last year, but 700,000 tons less than the 1005 harvest of 5.3 million tons. Afghanistan will still need to import 700,000 tons of cereal for the 2007/2008 season, but this contrasts with 1.7 million tons imported at the start of the decade, FAO said. 

Top UN envoy on Myanmar visits Singapore 

6 August - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Adviser on Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambari, today arrived in Singapore on the first leg of an Asian trip that will also take him to Bangkok, Thailand; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; and Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Mr. Gambari is scheduled to meet with senior government officials at each stop on his itinerary, a UN spokesperson told reporters in New York. 

All of the Special Adviser’s consultations are taking place within the context of the Secretary-General’s good offices mandate for Myanmar. 

In June, Mr. Gambari visited European and Asian capitals for talks with government authorities. 

When he was appointed Special Adviser in May, the Secretary-General’s spokesperson said in a statement that Mr. Ban “looks forward to the cooperation of the Government of Myanmar and all relevant parties to the national reconciliation process, with a view to making tangible progress towards the restoration of democracy and the protection of human rights.” 

Some 500,000 Sudanese flood victims receive emergency aid from UN, partners 

6 August - Up to half a million Sudanese flood victims have received emergency aid from United Nations agencies and their partners, including water purification products to avert the huge risk of epidemics, in the wake of four weeks after torrential rains that have devastated many parts of the vast country. 

“Although the floods came earlier than expected, the response has been swift and successful,” acting UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator David Gressly said today. “We had contingency measures in place, and were able to prevent further distress to the population.” 

But he warned that if current flooding patterns continued unabated, the situation would deteriorate considerably. The rains are expected to continue until at least mid-September. 

The UN and its partners have so far supplied essential supplies to some 200,000 people, whose indispensable household goods were lost in the destruction. Families received badly needed commodities, such as blankets, plastic sheeting for shelter, jerry cans for carrying and storing clean water, cooking sets, and sleeping mats. But it is estimated that many more people will need similar relief over the coming months. 

Amidst the risk of waterborne epidemics, the lack of clean water has been a primary concern. In cooperation with the Government, the UN and partners have so far provided purification products and hygiene education to some 500,000 people without access to clean water, with over 1,400 kilograms of chlorine powder and 878,000 chlorine tablets already supplied. 

In Kassala near the Eritrean border, tankers are delivering clean water to the worst affected, covering at least 10,000 people. Over the rest of the rainy season clean water – a potential life-saver – will continue to be a priority need for hundreds of thousands. 

Despite these measures, 637 cases of suspected acute watery diarrhoea were reported in the states of Gedaref and Kassala in the country’s east, leading to 39 known deaths. Emergency epidemic surveillance measures have been put in place, along with pre-positioning of preventive and curative health supplies. Over 34,000 people in the affected areas have received cholera awareness education. 

In order to respond to the increased risk of potential diseases transmittable by insects, the UN and partners will endeavour to procure sufficient medicines, mosquito nets, insecticides and other supplies to cover all those in need until the emergency is over. 

So far, 40,000 flood victims have received food, but the UN estimates that many more could soon be in need of emergency food rations. 

“We are working closely with the Government, to reach accurate estimates of the needs of those affected, and of the funding requirements,” said John Clarke, the UN official at the forefront in coordinating the response to the floods. “This will ensure that, together, we maximize the efficiency of our efforts to bring relief to those in need.” 

The worst affected areas are the states of Kassala, Khartoum, Northern Kordofan, Unity, and Upper Nile. Well over 30,000 houses were fully destroyed there and at least 365,000 people have already been directly affected, including a reported 64 dead and 335 injured. 

On a second front, some 4.9 million children across the north of Sudan are being targeted in a special three-day round of polio immunization starting today, led by the Health Ministry and backed by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and other partners in response to reports of polio being discovered in neighbouring Chad. 

Sudan has not reported any cases of polio itself since 2005. “In the last few years, incredible efforts in the face of many challenges have led us to a point where polio could soon be stamped out in Sudan,” UNICEF Representative Ted Chaiban said. “But because polio respects no borders, we have to ensure that when cases are found close to home, we redouble our efforts to protect children.” 

Sri Lanka: UN relief chief calls on Government to probe aid workers’ murders 

6 August - Terming the killings a year ago today of 17 Sri Lankan aid workers “probably the single worst crime committed against humanitarian workers in recent history,” the top United Nations humanitarian official called on the Government to investigate “with the full weight and force of the justice system” the crime that has seemingly become a cold case. 

“A full year has passed since this crime. No one has been apprehended or charged, and in many ways we seem little nearer to the truth,” UN Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes said at a ceremony marking the anniversary of the execution-style killings of the workers from the French organization Action against Hunger in northeastern Sri Lanka, where Tamil separatists and the Government have waged a decades-long war. 

“What we need to know is who did this and why if we are to have any chance of preventing a repeat in the future. Revealing the truth about this crime is not only important for its own sake, but because the massacre was a terrible assault on the key principles of humanitarian action throughout the world,” he told those gathered at UN headquarters in Colombo, Sri Lanka’s capital. 

He stressed that humanitarian assistance is neutral and impartial. “We help people regardless of ethnicity and religious background, and try to help them solely on the basis of their needs in their hour of distress,” he said. “I cannot think of another incident where so many members of a single humanitarian agency were murdered at the same time in such a dreadfully deliberate and calculating way,” he added. 

The aid workers, who were providing assistance to survivors from the devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, were in the town of Mattur when they were forced to lie on the ground and shot in cold blood. 

“The killers should remember what these humanitarian agencies did for Sri Lanka in one of its darkest hours – in the hours, weeks and months after the tsunami struck. Humanitarian organizations, staffed overwhelmingly by Sri Lankans, provided food and shelter, rebuilt homes, helped people restart their livelihoods. Political beliefs did not matter, nor did race or religion,” Mr. Holmes declared. 

“We must together say ‘enough.’ Enough of the murder of humanitarian workers, wherever they take place. Enough of the idea that they should ever be a legitimate target for any side in a conflict. Enough of denying them the protection and support that every side should provide, no matter how intense the conflict.” 

Noting that the deaths of the 17 had not, sadly, been the last, Mr. Holmes voiced the hope that that the anniversary would finally serve as a wake-up call to all those who take too lightly the unique role of humanitarian workers. 

“Their sacrifice must not be in vain,” he concluded. “So we owe it to them and to their memory to continue this work, to keep helping those in need in Sri Lanka. We must go on upholding the principles to which they dedicated their lives. Sri Lankans, with the international community, must continue to strive to help and heal, rather than divide and destroy. The devotion of these 17 humanitarians, and the price they paid for it, demand no less.” 

Marking Hiroshima anniversary, Ban Ki-moon calls for elimination of nuclear weapons 

6 August - On the 62nd anniversary of the world’s first-ever atomic bomb attack, which devastated the Japanese city of Hiroshima, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said the occasion serves as a “powerful reminder” of the efforts necessary to halt nuclear proliferation. 

“Today, our challenge – as it was for the founders of the United Nations – is to make the world safer for succeeding generations,” Mr. Ban said in a message, delivered by Sergio de Queiroz Duarte, High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, to the Peace Memorial Ceremony in Japan. “This requires us to continue to work towards a world free of nuclear dangers, and ultimately, of nuclear weapons.” 

Mr. Ban stressed the pressing nature of nuclear proliferation, and noted that the nuclear threat has been compounded by terrorists’ attempts to acquire weapons and materials. 

He paid special tribute to the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, who, along with their predecessors, have promoted the “Mayors for Peace” initiative – which now has support from over 1,600 mayors in 120 countries – for the last quarter century. 

“It has not only helped inform millions of people around the world of the catastrophic effects of the nuclear attacks of 1945,” the Secretary-General said of the programme, which “has also drawn attention to the dangers that cities would face with any future use of such weapons.” 

He paid tribute to the memory of Sadako Sasaki, who was two years old when Hiroshima was attacked by the bomb and died a decade later from the “atom bomb disease.” Before her death, she folded one thousand origami peace cranes and her words – “This is our cry. This is our prayer. Peace in the world.” – is inscribed under her statue in the Hiroshima Peace Park. 

“We must do all we can to turn back the tide of nuclear proliferation, and ensure that Sadako’s experience is never repeated,” Mr. Ban said. 

UN Law of the Sea Tribunal orders release of Japanese fishing vessel 

6 August - The United Nations International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) today ordered Russian authorities to release a Japanese fishing vessel it had detained for alleged illegal fishing in Russian waters but turned down Japan’s application to release a second vessel. 

In one of two judgements handed down in Hamburg, Germany, where the Tribunal is based, Judge Rüdiger Wolfrum said the Hoshinmaru – which was boarded and detained in June – and its catch on board should be released promptly upon the payment of a bond of 10 million roubles, or about $392,000. 

The Hoshinmaru’s master and crew “shall be free to leave without any conditions,” Judge Wolfrum also said, having noted earlier that Russia and Japan disputed whether the master and crew are still being detained, along with the vessel, in the port city of Petropavlosk-Kamchatskii. 

Japan took action at the Tribunal last month, arguing that Russia had breached its obligations under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, which states that arrested vessels and their crews should be released promptly once a bond or reasonable security has been posted. 

The judges upheld that argument and found that the Tribunal did have jurisdiction over the case. 

But in the case of a second vessel, the Tomimaru, whose crew was released after it was detained in October last year, the Tribunal ruled that Japan’s application was “too vague and general” to be admissible and that a Russian court had already confiscated the vessel in question. 

Russia said it had detained the two vessels because they had violated the country’s national fisheries laws within its exclusive economic zone. 

Pakistan: UN experts welcome reinstatement of Chief Justice 

6 August - Two United Nations experts today welcomed the reinstatement of Pakistani Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry by the Supreme Court after being suspended this March by President Pervez Musharraf over unspecified allegations of “misuse of office.” 

The Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro Despouy, and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on the situation of human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, said in a statement that they see the 20 July majority decision of the Supreme Court as “a significant step towards restoring the rule of law, but still wish to stress the importance of keeping the independence of the judiciary.” 

According to the experts, Mr. Chaudry’s suspension, which was widely seen as an attack on the independence of the judiciary, sparked demonstrations at which police used excessive force. 

They noted in a March statement that several judges resigned and lawyers in various parts of the country boycotted court proceedings in sign of protest against the suspension and against police abuses against demonstrators. 

The two experts reminded the Government of provisions enshrined in the country’s Constitution that establish a specific procedure as a safeguard to guarantee the independence of the judiciary and to protect judges from undue interference by the executive branch. “In the present case, it is widely believed that the Chief Justice was suspended without respect for these procedures,” they said. 

“The circumvention of the Constitution constitutes a serious interference of the executive with the independence of the judiciary. This threatens the proper functioning of the country’s judicial system.” 

They also expressed concern about the “excessive force used against peaceful demonstrators” which they said runs contrary to international standards guaranteeing the right to peaceful assembly for the purpose of promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

UN mobilizes provincial town to support peace accord in Côte d’Ivoire 

6 August - Continuing its provincial forums in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations this weekend mobilized the inhabitants of Touba, the Bafing regional capital, to support the peace accord to reunite the West African country that has been split between the Government-controlled south and the Forces Nouvelles-held north since 2002. 

As with their compatriots elsewhere, the future of the country resides in their own hands, UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) spokesman Hamadoun Touré told an overflow crowd at the meeting, the first such event since last week’s “flame of peace” ceremony at which President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister Guillaume Soro, the Forces Nouvelles leader, set fire to stockpiled weapons to officially launch the disarmament process. 

Mr. Touré, representing UNOCI Officer-in-Charge Abou Moussa, stressed the importance of forums for a direct exchange of views with the local population, such as townspeople of in Touba, some 700 kilometres from Abidjan, the country’s commercial capital. 

The representative of the local council, Diomandé Laciné, urged ONUCI to support the full application of the peace accord reached in Ouagadougou, in neighbouring Burkina Faso, in March. 

The pact calls for creating a new transitional government; organizing free and fair presidential elections; merging the Forces Nouvelles and the national defence and security forces through the establishment of an integrated command centre; dismantling the militias, disarming ex-combatants and enrolling them in civil services programmes; and replacing the “zone of confidence” separating north and south with a green line to be monitored by UNOCI. 

For his part Forces Nouvelles delegate Fofana Soualio called on the UN to focus more on preventing crises than in using all the resources at its disposal to put them out once they had ignited. 

Underlining the significance of the event, a wading bird mask from the village of Koudoufouma, brought out only for great occasions, was displayed in public for the first time in many years, UNOCI said.
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

6 August 2007 _____________________________________________________________________________

The following is a near verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Farhan Haq, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

** Sudan
First off, we’ll start with Sudan.  The meeting of leading personalities of the Darfur movements, which UN Special Envoy Jan Eliasson and African Union Special Envoy Salim Ahmed Salim had chaired in Arusha since last Friday, ended today with the participants reaffirming their commitment to the Special Envoys’ Road Map.

The participants presented a common platform on power-sharing, wealth-sharing, security arrangements, land and humanitarian issues for the final negotiations, and recommended that final talks should be held between two and three months from now.  They decided to keep open the possibility that parties that did not participate in the Arusha consultations could join the common platform.

Eliasson and Salim welcomed the common positions as an important development in the preparations for the negotiations, and they will consult the Government of Sudan and other stakeholders.

Meanwhile, the Special Envoys recalled that they had taken up the situation of Suleiman Jamous, an elder of Darfur who is detained in Sudan, with the Government of Sudan, and they expressed their intention to pursue the matter in view of the role that Mr. Jamous can play in the political process.

We have the conclusions of the Arusha talks available upstairs.

Mr. Eliasson has arrived in Khartoum, where he will meet with Government officials today and tomorrow.  Then, for the second half of the week, he will visit all three states in Darfur before going to Chad on Saturday.

Meanwhile on the humanitarian side, four weeks after torrential rains started to devastate many parts of the Sudan, the United Nations and partners, in support of the Government, have so far assisted up to half a million people affected by the floods.  This includes aid of a preventive nature, designed to avert the huge risk of epidemics.

David Gressly, the acting UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, said that, although the floods came earlier than expected, the response has been swift and successful.  But he warned that the rains are expected to continue until at least mid-September. At least 365,000 people have already been directly affected so far, including a reported 64 dead and 335 injured.

The United Nations and partners have so far supplied blankets, plastic sheeting, jerry cans, cooking sets, and sleeping mats to approximately 200,000 people, whose household goods were lost in the destruction.  However, it is estimated that many more people will need similar relief over the coming months.

And we have a press release with more details upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council has scheduled consultations tomorrow on Iraq, and Under-Secretary-General Lynn Pascoe will brief the Security Council on the work being done by the UN Mission in that country.  The mandate of the Mission expires at the end of this week, and Council members are expected to discuss that mandate.

After consultations end tomorrow, Mr. Pascoe has said he intends to speak to reporters at the Security Council stakeout about the work we’re doing in Iraq.

There are no meetings or consultations of the Council scheduled for today.

**Floods in South Asia
On the flooding that has been taking place throughout South Asia and in China, we do expect a statement, possibly later this afternoon.

According to UNICEF, the size and scale of the flooding and the massive numbers of people affected pose an unprecedented challenge to the delivery of humanitarian assistance by Governments and the aid community at large.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says shelter and access to freshwater, food, emergency medical supplies and basic household items are urgently required, given the loss of infrastructure, including basic health units and hospitals.

In India, Bangladesh and Nepal, UNICEF has been providing, among other things, water purification tablets, oral rehydration salts, mosquito nets and plastic sheets.

And we have more details on these relief efforts upstairs.

**Timor-Leste
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Timor-Leste, Atul Khare, welcomed the announcement today of a new Government resulting from the 30 June legislative elections.

Mr. Khare congratulated President José Ramos-Horta for his efforts in finding a solution to the best interests of the country.  President Ramos-Horta today announced his appointment of Xanana Gusmão as the new Prime Minister.

The Special Representative complimented the Timorese people for their exemplary commitment to the democratic process and [called] for all people to follow the wise example of their leaders.

** Afghanistan
Tom Koenigs, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, today said he was appalled and saddened to have learnt of the murder of three deminers working for the Mine Detection and Dog Centre in the province of Kandahar.  He said that it is abhorrent that anyone would target such selfless individuals working tirelessly to free the people of Afghanistan from the risk of death and injury caused by land mines.

And we have that statement upstairs.

UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) are helping Afghanistan’s Health Ministry carry out a new nationwide polio vaccination this week, which aims eventually to protect over 7 million children under the age of 5 from the highly infectious disease.  The UN Mission in Afghanistan said today that we are on the verge of eliminating polio from Afghanistan, but will need the cooperation of local communities to achieve that goal.

And we have more in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

** Myanmar
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambari, arrived today in Singapore, where he is scheduled to hold consultations with senior Government officials.  From there he will travel to Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta for further meetings with Government counterparts.

All of Mr. Gambari’s consultations are taking place in the implementation of the Secretary-General’s good offices mandate for Myanmar, in support of which Myanmar’s regional neighbours can play an important role.

** Sri Lanka
In Sri Lanka, Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes today marked the one-year anniversary of the killing of 17 aid workers with a call to protect humanitarian workers throughout the world.

Speaking at a ceremony in Colombo, Holmes called the massacre in the eastern town of Muttur “one of the worst crimes committed against humanitarian workers in recent history”.  The Sri Lankan men and women, working for the French NGO Action contre la Faim, were forced to lie on the floor and executed with bullets to their heads.

Holmes reiterated the Secretary-General’s call for the Sri Lankan Government to “investigate this murder with the full weight and force of the justice system”.  Holmes is on a four-day visit to the island nation to boost coordination between government relief and various other humanitarian agencies there.

And we have more information in a press release upstairs.

** Hiroshima
In a message to the Peace Memorial Ceremony in Hiroshima, Japan, commemorating the nuclear attack of 6 August 1945, the Secretary-General said that nuclear proliferation is one of the most pressing problems confronting our world today.  Stressing that tens of thousands of nuclear weapons still remain, the Secretary-General said the emergence of a nuclear black market and attempts by terrorists to acquire nuclear weapons and materials have compounded the nuclear threat.

And we have that statement upstairs.

**Law of Sea Tribunal
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea has rendered its judgments in disputes between Japan and the Russian Federation over Russia’s confiscation last year of two Japanese fishing vessels, the Hoshinmaru and the Tomimaru.  Russia had accused the two vessels of fishing illegally in Russian waters.

In the Hoshinmaru case, the Tribunal faulted Russia, ordering the prompt release of the fishing vessel upon the posting of a $392,000 bond.

In the Tomimaru case, the Tribunal found that the application for the release of the vessel is without object.  Japan’s submission to the Tribunal is too vague and general, the court said, and the Tribunal sent the matter back to the Russian court system.

And we have press releases from the Tribunal upstairs on those.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Jane Holl Lute, acting head of the Department of Field Support, who will discuss preparations for the hybrid operation in Darfur.

Do you have any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Do you know who is going to replace [UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process] Michael Williams?

Associate Spokesperson:  No, we did get word from the United Kingdom authorities that they are appointing Mr. Williams to a position there, in the United Kingdom Government.  However, Mr. Williams has agreed to stay on until September, in order to help us find time to locate a successor.  So we will start to do that.  And, of course, we want to express our respect for the work that Mr. Williams has done.

Question:  You mean the beginning of September?

Associate Spokesperson:  At some point in September, he will step down.  But yes, we do have a little bit more time.  Until then, he is working as the UN Special Coordinator [for the Middle East Peace Process].  So we have some time to find a successor.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any comment on the arrest today of a UN employee on charges that he and two others used UN letterhead to gain permission for foreigners to enter the United States illegally?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, we did receive word that Vyacheslav Manokhin, who is a UN employee, has been charged with immigration fraud by the US Attorney for the Southern District of New York.

On 27 July, we informed the US attorneys that the UN had waived Mr. Manokhin’s immunity, in accordance with the relevant legal treaties.

The Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) had worked, through the Office of Legal Affairs, with the US authorities on this matter, at their request, and helped to provide any information that was needed.

In fact, I received a copy of the US Attorney’s press release, and in that press release you can see that the US Attorney’s office thanked the OIOS for its assistance on this matter.  We certainly hope that our cooperation has been helpful and we will continue to cooperate.

Question:  Are you actually taking credit for making this happen?  Did this start as an OIOS investigation?

Associate Spokesperson:  No, but they did request assistance, through the Office of Legal Affairs, they did request assistance from OIOS, and they received that.

Question:  So it was initiated outside and came to the OIOS from the District Attorney.  Now the second question is, since you brought up the Law of the Sea Tribunal, what is the status of the North Pole issue with the Russian flag there?

Associate Spokesperson:  I know that in the past the Law of the Sea Treaty has dealt with the issue.  I just refer you to them.  I don’t believe that they have been willing to comment on the particular events that took place over the last week.  But if you want to talk to the Tribunal on the Law of the Sea, you can see whether they have anything further to say on that.

Question:  In the backdrop of talks between the Israelis Palestinian parties and Mr. [Mahmoud] Abbas, according to them, there are 12,000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails.  Did the Secretary-General do something to talk to the Israelis to release at least some of them?

Associate Spokesperson:  We have encouraged both sides to take steps to build confidence with each other.  That certainly includes steps on the treatment of prisoners; we have taken that issue up in the past.

Question:  One follow-up on this immigration thing.  He was a P-3 and he was a translator, so I wonder, what safeguards does the UN have in place to make sure that anyone that works at any level of the UN isn’t perceived by Immigration as a legitimate conveyor of visas?  Can you confirm that the individual arrested is in fact a translator and…?

Associate Spokesperson:  I can confirm that Mr. Manokhin works for the Translation Unit, yes.

Question:  Who within… at what levels in the UN system is an individual authorized or known by Immigration officials to be authorized to say, “Give this person a visa”?  What is the process for the UN to inform Immigration to grant a visa?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t think I have any specific comments on the details of the ongoing case.  I don’t want to say anything prejudicial to the US Attorney’s case.  At the same level, the US Mission is aware of who is entitled and who is not to deal with matters of immigration.  In this case, the allegation concerned fraudulent forms.  Beyond that, I don’t want to get into details or prejudge or make any prejudicial comments.

Question:  In the phone directory, it says he works in the documentation division.  Is he a translator in the documentation division?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’ll check what division he is part of.  He is a translator, yes.

Question:  Because that is what it does say in the directory.

Associate Spokesperson:  I’ll check what specific office he is in.

[The Spokesperson’s Office later added that Mr. Manokhin was a mid-level official working in the Russian translation section of the UN document services.]

Question:  What is the status now?  Is he fired, or just temporarily suspended, with or without pay?  What is the status of Mr. Manokhin right now at the UN?

Associate Spokesperson:  I believe he is suspended as this investigation proceeds.  I’ll check whether this is with or without pay.

[The Spokesperson’s Office later corrected this statement, saying that, as of now, Mr. Manokhin had not been suspended.]

Question:  Just to follow up on a previous question:  is there any indication at all as yet as to whom the Secretary-General may appoint to succeed Mr. Williams as Envoy in the Middle East?

Associate Spokesperson:  No, not yet.

Question:  On a different matter:  on increasing the UN involvement in Iraq, how does this reflect concerns about the security situation?  It seems that the situation has not improved since last year’s attack on the UN premises in Iraq.

Associate Spokesperson:  We clearly have security concerns, which continue.  At the same time, what we are exploring is ways to see how we can do more things and what areas does the UN have particular strength in dealing with.  For example, tasks such as reconciliation.  But yes, you are right, that our posture on the ground, our levels on the ground, still depend on the security conditions.  We have to assess how those conditions change.  And I believe Mr. Pascoe might be able to tell you a little bit more about how we will try to adapt to the environment on the ground when he is done briefing the Security Council tomorrow morning.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have a point of view on the United States-United Kingdom proposed draft resolution, in particularly on getting the UN involved in such areas as delineating borders inside Iraq, you know, very touchy areas that the United States did not manage to do.  Does he support that kind of very deep involvement?

Associate Spokesperson:  We don’t intend to comment on details of Security Council resolutions while they are up for discussion.  At the same time, the general point is that the Secretary-General has stated his willingness to do as much as we can to help the people of Iraq.  Obviously, the Security Council is discussing that this week, and we will have to see what the members of the Security Council themselves decide on.

Question:  Are there any particular areas where…  You mentioned reconciliation for example.  Can you give us some more examples of the areas where the UN could help, besides reconciliation?

Associate Spokesperson:  There are certain things at which we have had particular expertise.  And you have been aware of the things that we have been doing in recent years, for example, working with elections, dealing with constitutional reform, trying as best we can to bring neighbouring countries together through the International Compact with Iraq, as well as our humanitarian activities.  So there are a number of areas where we have particular strength, and we try to build on those.

Question:  Two Ban Ki-moon questions.  One, there are these public reports that he has spoken to the President of Pakistan and the Foreign Minister of Iran about the hostages in Afghanistan?  Is that the scope…  Has he made other calls on this matter since Friday?

Associate Spokesperson:  Because of the delicate state of these talks concerning the hostages, I’d rather not get into what we are doing.  Obviously, we have had our humanitarian concern about the seizure of such a large group of hostages.  But at this stage, what we are doing is simply supporting the efforts of Afghanistan’s Government and of the Republic of Korea’s Government to deal with the situation.

Question:  Because there was a plea that was sort of directed… it was put on the table directly to Ban about the hostages, so I don’t know what, I guess what I am saying is does he have a response to that or maybe that was the response?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t think that it would help the situation of the hostages to say anything further beyond the fact that, of course, we do want to see the situation resolved peacefully and that we support the efforts of the Republic of Korea and Afghanistan on this.

Question:  He is travelling today, right?  It is listed as his appointment that he is travelling.  Where is he travelling to?

Associate Spokesperson:  His travels continue.  In the next couple of days his schedule is a little bit lighter, but I might have a couple more official appointments to mention to you.  One of them might come tomorrow.  But he is still travelling in the Caribbean.

Question:  On the location of the Lebanese Tribunal, has there been any word from the Dutch Government, whether they accept…?

Associate Spokesperson:  No, not so far.

Question:  Do you expect that any time soon?

Associate Spokesperson:  That is up to the Dutch Government, in terms of the timing.  The Secretary-General, for his part, has to report back to the Security Council by the end of this month on the arrangement for the tribunal.  Hopefully we will have some more information to provide by then.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General Ban have fun while he is travelling currently?

Associate Spokesperson:  Even on weekends, he does quite a bit of work.  It is very tricky for us, because he doesn’t actually take that much time off.  But we hope he will have a couple of days off here and there.

Question:  I have a follow-up on the Tribunal issue.  What is this report that the Secretary-General is supposed to present related to 1701?

Associate Spokesperson:  That report, when the Security Council adopted its resolution concerning the tribunal for Lebanon at the end of May, they asked for a report within 90 days, so it would be that report.

And with that, have a good afternoon.

General Environment News


The Washington Post – Sidebar: Companies of all sizes going green


The Washington Post – Discovery Brings Green to the Masses


The New York Times – Florida Counties Try to Contain Phosphate Mines 


The New York Times – Government May Step In to Save Birds From Cats in Cape May


The Associated Press – Panel looks for biodegradable coastal policy


The International Herald Tribune – Shunning Bush, House backs green energy bill


Orlando Sentinel (Florida) – Go green, enlist with Crist 


PR Newswire – Alternative Energy Reports Immediately Available for Television, Radio, and Print News Media


The Toronto Star– Ottawa lax about Arctic sovereignty, Layton says


Globe and Mail – Yukon works to adapt to warming�
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