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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 7 December  2007


Other Environment News
Bali Coverage

· Japan Seeks to Smooth U.S., EU, China Climate Discord (Update1)  (Bloomberg)
· Bali meeting to set timeline for climate change deal by 2009: UN chief (AFP)

· China resists binding curbs on climate-change emissions (Times of India)

· US on defensive at climate conference, scientists demand decisive action (IHT)

· Canada opposition says govt undermining climate talks (AFP)

· All nations 'need emission goals' (BBC)

· Bridging all interests (Jakarta Post)

· Saudi Arabia, US named the worst 'climate sinners' (IHT)

· Rudd talking climate change in Roma (ABC)
· Bali must bring developing nations on board (Jakarta Post)
· US sticks to divisive climate change policy - official (AFX)

· U.N. hails U.S. Senate climate steps (Reuters)

· Nuclear energy key to India's role in climate change: US (Economic Times (India)

· China to work with world community on climate change (Xinhua)

· Australia's PM offers to bridge climate gap (Reuters)

· L'Europe se veut en pointe du combat pour le climat (Le Monde)

· FAO official says climate change compromising food security (Xinhua)

· Report: One-third of world's population affected by weather disasters (Xinhua)

· Africa: Namibia Among Countries Vulnerable to Climate Change (All Africa)

· Mangroves help Indonesia fend off climate change (Reuters)

Other Environment Coverage
· For India's wind man Tanti, green is good business (AFP)
· EPA Plan to Evade Required Cuts in Mercury Pollution Challenged in Court by States,... (Reuters)
· 9,000 radioactive items made safe (BBC)
· Nightmare as tree farms fail to make fortune for owners (Daily Nation)
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· RONA

Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of  6 December 2007

· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 6 December 2007
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
The Hindu: Positive aspect of climate change - it could generate jobs 

New York (PTI): Climate change may have several life-threatening effects on environment but it has one sliver lining -- to combat it, industries could generate millions of new jobs, head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has contended. 

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated, linings on the cloud of climate change," Achim Steiner said. 

Delhi is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses that will create 18,000 new jobs, while Brazil's ethanol programme has lead to half a million new jobs, he said quoting a new study. 

The United States environmental industry in 2005 generated over 5.3 million jobs, ten times the number in the country's pharmaceutical industry. 

The study showed that these are not just "green collar" jobs targeted at the middle classes, but that opportunities abound for workers in areas ranging from construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture, engineering and transportation. 

The study is part of a draft report entitled 'Green Jobs: Can the Transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher Levels of Employment?' that was commissioned by UNEP. 

"Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasizes the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values," Steiner said. 

Scoop.co.nz: More Jobs Could Be Climate Change's Silver Lining

Friday, 7 December 2007, 11:38 am

Press Release: United Nations

Increased employment could be climate change's silver lining - UN

Despite the detrimental effects brought on by climate change, new industries to combat global warming could spur employment, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the cloud of climate change," said Achim Steiner, UNEP's Executive Director.

He pointed out that research shows that these are not just 'green collar' jobs targeted at the middle classes, but that opportunities abound for workers in areas ranging from construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture, engineering and transportation.

"Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasizes the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values," Mr. Steiner said.

The research is part of a draft report entitled "Green Jobs: Can the Transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher Levels of Employment?" that was commissioned by UNEP.

It found that the United States environmental industry in 2005 generated over 5.3 million jobs, ten times the number in the country's pharmaceutical industry.

Delhi, it noted, is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses that will create 18,000 new jobs, while Brazil's ethanol programme has lead to half a million new jobs.

Meanwhile, the top UN climate change official today said that greater efforts are necessary to extend the benefits of the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) - which allows projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions in developing countries and contribute to sustainable development to earn certified emission reduction credits (CERs) - to Africa.

"There are 850 clean development mechanism projects in 49 developing countries, but only 23 of those projects are in Africa," said Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). "It's time that the benefits of this important Kyoto Protocol mechanism were expanded in Africa."

Last November, former Secretary-General Kofi Annan launched the Nairobi Framework aimed at spreading the spreading the benefits of the CDM.

Since then, several projects have been launched in Africa, but the total number of CDM initiatives on the continent comprise only 2.6 per cent of the some 800 registered projects.

ENDS

YubaNet: 'Silver Lining' to Climate Change – Green Jobs

Research reveals opportunities for new industries and employment

By: United Nations Environmental Programme

Published: Dec 6, 2007 at 07:39

As representatives from over 180 countries gather in Bali to map a post 2012 agreement, new research shows the challenge of climate change also presents opportunities for new industries and employment.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the cloud of climate change," said Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

"New research reveals that these jobs are not for just the middle classes – the so-called 'green collar' jobs - but also for workers in construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture to engineering and transportation," he said.

"Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasizes the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values," Steiner continued.

Mr Steiner was referring to the preliminary draft report, Green Jobs: Can the Transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher Levels of Employment?, that was commissioned by UNEP, in groundbreaking partnership with the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC). The final report will be released early next year, but some of the research covered includes:

- In the US alone, the environmental industry in 2005 generated more than 5.3 million jobs - ten times the number in the US pharmaceutical industry.

- The renewable energy programmes in Germany and Spain are merely ten years old but have already created several hundred thousand jobs.

- The Indian city of Delhi is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses that will create an additional 18,000 new jobs.

- The ethanol programme in Brazil has created half a million jobs and its bio-diesel programme is specifically designed to benefit hundreds of thousands of mostly poor smallholder farmers.

- By the year 2020, Germany will have more jobs in the field of environmental technologies than in its entire automotive industry.

- In Europe, a 20 per cent increase in energy efficiency would create about a million jobs. The same applies in emerging and developing countries.

- In solar heating, China is the global leader. With combined sales revenues of about $2.5 billion in 2005, more than 1,000 Chinese manufacturers employed more than 150,000 people. Future estimates of installed capacity mean employment could grow substantially in this area.

Commenting further on the report, Mr Steiner said: "The transition is being spurred on by the existing Kyoto climate agreement with its carbon trading and clean development mechanisms and the anticipation of further, deeper and more decisive emissions reductions post-2012. Another factor is the shifting relationship between environmental advocates, organized labour and heads of industry from one of suspicion that environmental regulation was bad for business and bad for jobs, to one of cooperation based on mutual self-interest."

New industries to address climate change will be at the forefront of the ‘cleantech' sector. A new report by UNEP's Sustainable Energy Finance Initiative (http://www.sefi.unep.org) estimates that investment in renewable energy has now reached $100 billion and represents 18 per cent of new investments in the power sector.

A recent report by the US economist Roger Bezdek concluded that with the right government signals and investments in research and development, renewable energy and energy efficiency industries could create 40 million jobs across the United States alone by 2030.

"Added together, we are clearly on the edge of something quite exciting and transformational," said Mr Steiner, emphasizing that the "right government signals" are needed to accelerate this push across the globe, starting with the negotiations in Bali.

"Without a strong and decisive emission reductions regime, the transformational foundations being laid today could prove to be built on sand tomorrow. We need to change the subsidies, tax structures, and accounting methods that permit the "externalization" of severe environmental impacts so they are factored into the costs of doing business on this planet," he said.

As part of its work on this issue, UNEP is an active partner with the ILO under its banner "Green Jobs" initiative, which supports a concerted effort by governments, employers and trade unions to promote environmentally sustainable jobs and development in a climate challenged world.

ILO Sustainable Development Specialist, Peter Poschen, pointed out that, "Adapting to and mitigating climate change will entail a transition to new patterns of production, consumption and employment. Huge opportunities exist to create green jobs through energy and industrialization policies that reduce the environmental footprint. These jobs can provide decent work and incomes that will contribute to sustainable economic growth and help lift people out of poverty. They are central to the positive link that needs to be established between climate change and development. By the same token, the major investments to adapt to climate change could provide many new and better jobs for the vulnerable people who need them most," he said.

Lucien Royer, Director of Occupational Health and Environment and Sustainable Development at the ITUC said, "The ‘Green Jobs' approach to climate change embodies positive elements for tripartite cooperation between governments, employers and trade unions in building support for national policy and action. Moreover, it creates a basis for developing ‘Just Transition' programmes for workers that will be displaced by change and for strengthening the engagement of employers with trade unions to help meet climate targets at the workplace level," he said.

The Scotsman: Paying to preserve rain forest will help poor, UN climate talks told

ADHITYANI ARGA IN NUSA DUA, INDONESIA

INDONESIA'S Papua region is willing to preserve part of its rain forest, in exchange for money, to help the world slow global warming, its governor said at United Nations' climate talks.

Deforestation accounts for about 20 per cent of all man-made carbon emissions blamed for global warming.

Xmas Advert for Scotsman Hotels

Stopping or curbing the destruction is widely regarded as a crucial part of any new climate pact to succeed the UN's Kyoto Protocol beyond 2012.

Papua's governor, Barnabas Suebu, said during talks in Bali that the remote forest-rich province on the Indonesian half of Guinea island was offering to preserve more than 17 million acres - an area almost the size of Cyprus.

In return, Papua hopes to earn millions of pounds through carbon trading by getting credit for leaving the forests intact.

"We have decided to set aside a large part of our conversion forests to save the planet," Mr Suebu said. Conversion forests are earmarked for clearance for palm oil or pulp plantations.

Delegates in Bali are aiming to launch talks to work out a new pact by 2009 to succeed Kyoto, which ends in 2012.

The UN hopes the conference will agree to study schemes to curb emissions by slowing deforestation and bind it into an emissions trading scheme. There have been concerns over carbon trading schemes that include tree planting , but preserving forests is seen as less controversial.

Mr Suebu said his scheme could help boost development in the area, where more than 80 per cent of about 500,000 households live in poverty. But he added the world needed to create ways to ensure money goes to the forest-dependent people of Papua. "The Papuan people own the forests. The money should go to them."

With 42 million hectares of tropical forests and some of the richest biodiversity in the world, Papua is considered the country's last rain forest frontier.

But it is under threat from increased cutting and clearing for palm oil plantations as well as rampant illegal logging.

Mr Suebu vowed to get tough on illegal logging, by stepping up law enforcement and introducing a ban on log exports by January. The governor also plans to restrict logging licences.

Papua made a headstart by signing agreements with several carbon investment companies, including Carbon Pool of Australia to help finance ways to preserve forests.

However the central government in Jakarta is wary. Malam Sambet Kaban, the forestry minister, recently dubbed Papua's decision to go ahead with carbon trading outside the national framework as a move to "sell our forests at a discount". And the minister also warned of "vultures" who lure governors into making decisions that would have long-term effect on Indonesia's plan to push for a fair and equitable pay-and-preserve plan under a climate deal.

But Mr Suebu brushed aside the criticism. "The central government is busy counting money. As Papuans say: 'we're busy fighting over the fish before it's even caught,'" he said.

GREEN POLICY PROMOTES JOBS GROWTH

CLIMATE change is creating millions of green jobs in sectors from solar power to biofuels and these will slightly exceed redundancies elsewhere in the economy, according to a UN report released yesterday.

Union experts at UN climate talks in Bali said the findings might ease worries among many workers that tougher environmental standards could mean an overall loss of jobs for many countries.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated, linings on the cloud of climate change," Achim Steiner, head of the UN Environment Programme said. "New research reveals that these jobs are not for just the middle classes - the so-called 'green collar' jobs - but also for workers in construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture, engineering and transportation."

The global study of green jobs discovered measures to promote ethanol in Brazil had created 500,000 jobs.

Environment News Service: Vulnerable Communities Worldwide Adapt to Climate Change

NUSA DUA, Bali, Indonesia, December 5, 2007 (ENS) - Adaptations to climate change that are working for farmers in the Sudan and China, flood-prone cities in Argentina and Uruguay, and Caribbean islands at risk of dengue fever, among others, were presented in a new report at the United Nations climate conference now underway in Bali. 

Hosted by the government of Indonesia, the conference brings together representatives of more than 180 governments, observers from intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations, and the media. A ministerial segment next week is expected to agree on the process for negotiating a successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol to reduce greenhouse gases emissions worldwide. 

The five year report by the Assessments of Impacts and Adaptations to Climate Change, AIACC, project offers examples of how vulnerable communities and countries may "climate proof" their economies in the future. 

In doing so, the assessments lay a foundation upon which at-risk nations and the international community can build and fund a workable and timely response to the climate change that is already underway. 

Assessments of Impacts and Adaptations to Climate Change is a global initiative developed in collaboration with the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to advance scientific understanding of climate change vulnerabilities and adaptation options in developing countries. 

The US$9 million assessment covering 24 case studies was funded by the Global Environment Facility and implemented by the UN Environment Programme, UNEP. 

It was executed by the secretariat for START, the global change SysTem for Analysis, Research and Training, based in Washington, DC, which provides an international framework for such capacity building. Also executing the assessement was TWAS, the Academy of Science for the Developing World in Trieste, Italy. 

Neil Leary of the START Secretariat said, "Adaptation to climate hazards is not new. People have always been at risk from the climate and have continually sought ways of adapting. Still, variations and extremes of climate regularly exceed abilities to cope, too often with devastating effect, and give evidence of what has been called an adaptation deficit." 

"Now climate change threatens to widen the deficit, as shown by the AIACC studies. But the AIACC studies also find and document a variety of adaptive practices in use that reduce vulnerability." 

"Reducing emissions of the gases that cause climate change is necessary. But adaptation is necessary too," Leary said. 

One case study focused on the Heihe River Basin in northwestern China, an area where water supplies are heavily utilized and conflict over water is already occurring.

The study forecasts that average temperature rises of between 2.5 degrees and 6.5 degrees C could occur by 2050. 

A vulnerability assessment indicated serious emerging risks such as very severe water shortages; increased floods and droughts and impacts on food supplies. 

The report warns that increasing pressure from climate, population and overuse of resources could trigger "ecological collapse in some areas." 

As adaptation options for the communities of the Heihe River Basin the researchers suggest water saving irrigation strategies, leak reduction from irrigation channels, conserving soil moisture by plastic films and straw as well as deep plowing methods. 

In addition, they recommend the establishment of market mechanisms such as water permits and water allocation policies. 

The challenges posed by climate change are different in South Africa's Cape Floral Kingdom in the Western Cape - a biodiversity hotspot and major tourist attraction. 

By 2050, climate change may result in loss of habitat for over 10 percent of species and six percent would need to move to new locations. The case study showed that wildlife corridors would help. 

One option might also be to expand the conservation network including reserves, the researchers suggest. Overall, however, a more cost effective option would be to pay farmers to manage land for conservation or to encourage more environment-friendly farming, the study concludes. 

In the arid El Fashir district of North Darfur, Sudan, the community has developed its own response to a changing climate now supplemented by outside assistance. 

Utilizing a water collection system known as trus alongside earth dams has resulted in a 50 percent improvement in productivity of the land as a result of dramatically increased water harvesting. 

El Fashir residents have responded to the encroachment of sand over fertile soils by sinking holes five to 15 cm deep in which to plant melon and other seedlings. 

They have diversified crop production to include pumpkin, okra, tomatoes, citrus fruits, cucumbers, tobacco, millet and sesame. 

The AIACC researchers found that El Fashir farmers have established trade unions, the Traditional Farmers and Fruits and Vegetable Unions, to organize production, harvesting and distribution. 

In the Caribbean, cases of dengue hemorrhagic fever have climbed from a few hundred a year in the 1980s to as many as 8,000 a year since the early 1990s. There are concerns that rising cases of dengue could impact on the economically-important tourism industry. 

In this case study, the researchers estimate that a two degree C temperature rise in the Caribbean by the 2080s could triple the cases of dengue fever. 

This AIACC study found, for example, that pupae of the dengue-carrying mosquito favor breeding in 40 gallon drums commonly used for outside water storage by informal settlements and poor households. 

Education on the disease and its transmission, targeted to these households, is suggested as one adaptation strategy, alongside measures to eliminate the mosquito breeding grounds. 

A pilot early warning system has been developed and the findings and recommendations discussed with several countries, including Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago. 

One AIACC study here has focused on the likely impact of climate change on floods and storm surges on coastal and estuary lands on La Plata River. 

The estuary of this river marks the border of Uruguay and Argentina, and the capital cities of both countries - Montevideo and Buenos Aires - are built on its shores.

Strong winds, high tides and the natural features of the La Plata mean flooding occurs already with vulnerable areas identified as Samborombon Bay and upstream as far as Buenos Aires. 

The researchers modeled likely future floods as a result of climate change, including storm surges and sea level rise. 

The report estimates that, as a result of climate change and a modest one percent per year increase in population, the population at risk of floods could be 1.7 million by 2070 - more than three times the current population at risk of floods. 

Property and infrastructure losses for the period 2050-2100 could range from US$5 to 15 billion. Part of the loss calculation is based on the assumption of a single storm surge impacting the Buenos Aires metropolitan area. 

The findings have been presented to the governments concerned with recommendations that include a review of coastal and city defenses and of early warning systems and flood response strategies. 

The report warns that increasing numbers of poor settlements as well as gated communities of upper middle class people are being sited on very low-lying coastal lands. 

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said, "2007 has, as a result of the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change been a year in which the science of climate change has reached a finality - it is happening, it is unequivocal." 

"2007 has also seen clear and cost effective strategies for cutting greenhouse gas emissions put on the table, from improved energy efficiency in buildings to ones that address deforestation and agriculture," he said. 

"One of the big missing links has been adaptation, both in terms of adaptive strategies and in terms of resources for vulnerable communities," said Steiner. "This assessment, involving experts across the developed and developing world, lays a solid and much needed foundation - a foundation upon which adaptation can become part of country development plans and built into international assistance including overseas development aid." 

Global Environment Facility chief executive Monique Barbut said the funding facility has a long history of "working with the world's most vulnerable countries that want environmentally-friendly ways to adapt to changing climate without sacrificing key development goals." 

"As this wide sweeping assessment shows first hand, we are moving forward in a very focused way to weave adaptation strategies into daily practice," said Barbut. "GEF money is working today to ensure that food security, access to drinking and irrigation water, sound public health and other basic needs are protected now and into the future." 

The World Bank – News & Broadcast: 

Through the challenge of climate change, millions of jobs have been created around the world, the UN Environment Program Executive Director Achim Steiner told a press conference on Thursday. The final report of the research, Green Jobs: Can the Transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher Levels of Employment, will be released early next year. [Kyodo News (Japan)/Factiva]

AFP: UNO rechnet mit Millionen neuer Jobs durch Klimawandel

Vor 13 Stunden
Nairobi (AFP) — Der Klimawandel könnte nach Einschätzung der Vereinten Nationen Millionen neuer Jobs schaffen. Das sagte der Chef des UN-Umweltprogramms UNEP, Achim Steiner, mit Blick auf einen noch unveröffentlichten Bericht. Deutschland wird der Studie zufolge 2020 über mehr Jobs im Bereich der Umwelttechnologien als in der Automobilindustrie verfügen. In den USA entstanden demnach allein 2005 mehr als 5,3 Millionen Jobs in der Umweltindustrie - zehnmal so viel wie in der Pharmaindustrie.

Beim Klimawandel würden meist die Kosten betont, kritisierte Steiner. Die immensen Chancen auf Jobs würden kleingeredet. Der Bericht über "grüne Jobs" der UNEP, der Internationalen Arbeitsorganisation (ILO) und der Internationalen Gewerkschaftsvereinigung (ITUC), wird kommendes Jahr veröffentlicht.

Laut einer am Donnerstag veröffentlichten Studie der Unternehmensberatung Roland Berger für das Bundesumweltministerium und das Bundesumweltamt liegt das globale Marktvolumen für Umweltschutztechnik bei mehr als 1000 Milliarden Euro. Im Jahr 2020 könnten es demnach sogar 2200 Milliarden Euro sein.

Vivelecanada.ca: Achim Steiner: Every reason for optimism?

Contributed by: a free mans life
Achim Steiner is UN under-secretary general and executive director of the UN Environment Programme.

Every reason for optimism
It's not just the planet and vulnerable communities that will benefit from bold decisions in Bali. Jobs will be created all over the world

Achim Steiner
Wednesday December 5 2000
The Guardian

As ministers from more than 180 countries meet in Bali this week for perhaps the most crucial round of climate change talks, the discussions are pivoting on impacts, adaptation and the urgent need for a post-2012 regime to reduce emissions. The role of forests and carbon markets and the need to finance a transfer of clean and green technology from the north to the south are also high on the agenda.

If governments rise to their responsibilities, vulnerable communities from Bangladesh to Barbados will have cause to celebrate. It will also mean a transition to a low-carbon society, new industries and a different way of doing business on this planet, and that means jobs.

The employment potential of combating climate change and of climate-proofing economies is only now coming to the fore. These are jobs not for just the middle classes, but also in a range of work from construction and agriculture to engineering and transport.

A study by the US-based Management Information Services estimated that in 2005 the environmental industry in the US generated more than 5.3m jobs, over $340bn (£165bn) in sales and $47bn in tax revenue, and employed 10 times more workers than the pharmaceutical industry. In June this year, Eaga, which improves the energy efficiency of UK homes, floated on the London stock exchange. It employs 4,000 people in one of the UK's former coal-mining regions.

A new report by the UN Environment Programme's (Unep) sustainable energy finance initiative estimates that investment in renewables has reached $100bn, and now represents 18% of new investments in the power sector.

Hansen, a wind power gearbox maker owned by the Indian company Suzlon, has just built a factory in Tianjin, China, which will employ 600 people, and is building another in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, which will employ 800. New Delhi is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses, which will create 18,000 jobs.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2007/dec/05/bali.climatechange
Radio-Canada.ca : Les scientifiques lancent un cri d'alarme

Des scientifiques du monde entier ont exhorté, jeudi, à la conférence de Bali sur les changements climatiques, les pays de la planète à réduire radicalement leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre.

En tout, 213 scientifiques ont présenté une pétition demandant une réduction de 50 % des émissions de GES dans le monde d'ici 2050 afin d'éviter que la planète se réchauffe dangereusement.

Selon eux, les pays disposent d'une fenêtre d'une dizaine d'années pour que les émissions mondiales de GES atteignent un sommet et diminuent par la suite pour sauvegarder la planète. Ils réclament donc des actions immédiates et radicales de la part des gouvernements pour diminuer les émissions de GES.

Protéger le triangle du corail 
Toujours jeudi, six pays d'Asie du Sud-Est et du Pacifique ont lancé une initiative pour protéger le triangle du corail, qui rassemble la plus importante biodiversité marine de la planète.

L'initiative, soutenue par le World Wildlife Fund (WWF) et l'ONG The Nature Conservancy, prévoit la mise en place de zones marines protégées ainsi que la réduction des dommages causés par l'industrie de la pêche.

Le triangle du corail inclut notamment les Philippines, la côte est de Bornéo et une grande partie de l'Indonésie. Il représente moins de 2 % des océans, mais contient 53 % des récifs coralliens du monde et 76 % des espèces coralliennes connues. Plus de 600 espèces de coraux et plus de 3000 espèces de poissons sont présentes. Les coraux sont très sensibles au réchauffement de la planète.

Plaidoyer pour les emplois verts
Le défi que représente la lutte contre changements climatiques peut se traduire par la création de millions d'emplois dans les industries liées au secteur environnemental, a affirmé jeudi le chef de la direction du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), Achim Steiner.

En marge de la conférence de Bali, M. Steiner a lancé un plaidoyer en faveur d'efforts renouvelés de la part des gouvernements en ce sens.

« De nouvelles recherches révèlent que ces emplois ne sont pas que pour les classes moyennes, ce qu'on appelle les emplois de "col vert", mais aussi pour les travailleurs des secteurs de la construction, de l'agriculture, de la foresterie durable, de l'ingénierie et du transport », indique-t-il.

M. Steiner, qui est aussi sous-secrétaire général de l'ONU, appuie ses dires sur certains chiffres extraits d'un rapport préliminaire intitulé Emplois verts: La transition à la durabilité de l'environnement peut-elle créer de nouveaux types d'emplois, publié par le PNUE, l'Organisation internationale du travail et la Conférence syndicale internationale. Il soutient par exemple:

· que l'industrie environnementale américaine a généré plus de 5,3 millions d'emplois en 2005, soit 10 fois le nombre d'emplois créés par l'industrie pharmaceutique;

· que les programmes d'énergie renouvelable en Allemagne ont créé plusieurs centaines de milliers d'emplois en 10 ans d'existence;

· que la ville de Delhi, en Inde, entend mettre sur la route de nouveaux autobus utilisant du gaz naturel comprimé, ce qui va créer 18 000 nouveaux emplois;

· que le programme de l'éthanol au Brésil a créé 500 000 emplois et que son programme biodiesel a été conçu pour que des centaines de milliers de familles pauvres d'agriculteurs en bénéficient;

· que l'Allemagne, en 2020, aura plus d'emplois dans le domaine des technologies de l'environnement que dans l'ensemble de son industrie automobile;

· qu'une augmentation de 20 % de l'efficacité énergétique en Europe créerait environ 1 million d'emplois;

· que 1000 industries chinoises actives dans le domaine du chauffage solaire se partagent des revenus de 2,5 milliards de dollars et embauchent plus de 150 000 personnes.

Les discussions au sujet de la lutte contre les changements climatiques mettent souvent l'accent sur les coûts, indique M. Steiner, mais minimisent les occasions d'emplois.

M. Steiner cite en outre un nouveau rapport de l'Initiative pour la finance durable du PNUE, qui conclut que les investissements dans le secteur des énergies renouvelables ont atteint 100 milliards de dollars et représentent 18 % des nouveaux investissements dans le secteur de l'énergie.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: "Green jobs" to outweigh losses from climate change

Thu Dec 6, 2007 11:31am GMT

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

NUSA DUA, Indonesia (Reuters) - Climate change is creating millions of "green jobs" in sectors from solar power to biofuels that will slightly exceed layoffs elsewhere in the economy, a U.N. report said on Thursday.

Union experts at U.N. climate talks in Bali, Indonesia, said the findings might ease worries among many workers that tougher environmental standards could mean an overall loss of jobs for many countries.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated, linings on the cloud of climate change," Achim Steiner, head of the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said in a statement.

"New research reveals that these jobs are not for just the middle classes -- the so-called 'green collar' jobs -- but also for workers in construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture, engineering and transportation," he said.

The study of "Green Jobs" around the world said that measures to promote ethanol in Brazil, for instance, had created 500,000 jobs. In China, 150,000 people were employed in solar heating, a sector with sales revenues in 2005 of $2.5 billion.

And it said that renewable energy programs in Spain and Germany, such as in promoting wind power, had "already created several hundred thousand jobs."

The environmental industry employed more than 5.3 million people in the United States in 2005, according to a UNEP statement that did not give a breakdown by sector.

"There's every indication that there will be a net gain (in jobs) but probably not a very large net gain," Janos Pasztor, a senior UNEP official, told a news conference in Bali.

NUCLEAR POWER

"The labor intensity of renewables is higher than those of fossil fuels or nuclear power," he said. Jobs could be lost in coal mining, for instance, if the world sought to shift away from fossil fuels.

The study did not try to estimate the total number of jobs that could be created or lost by measures to combat climate change, which U.N. reports project will bring more droughts, floods, heatwaves and rising seas.

"The fears that this will turn into a job killer...are unfounded," said Peter Poschen, a development specialist at the U.N.'s International Labor Organization. "There is a huge opportunity for 'green jobs'."

"Fear of job or livelihood losses...continues to pose a barrier to greater worker involvement," said Lucien Royer of the International Trade Union Confederation, grouping workers in more than 100 nations.

He welcomed the study as confirming past economic theories about net gains in jobs linked to combating global warming.

-- For Reuters latest environment blogs click on:

blogs.reuters.com/environment/

AFP: Climate change can create jobs -- UN

Agence France-Presse

Last updated 07:51pm (Mla time) 12/06/2007

NAIROBI -- The cost of adopting responsible policies on climate change for global economies could be balanced by the creation of millions of "green jobs," the United Nations said Thursday.

In a statement released as thousands of delegates gathered in Bali for a key meeting on climate change, UN Environment Program (UNEP) Chief Achim Steiner called for a major boost to so-called clean industries.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the cloud of climate change," said Steiner, also UN under-secretary general.

"Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasizes the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values," he added.

Steiner was referring to the preliminary findings of a report on "green jobs" due to be released next year and commissioned by Nairobi-based UNEP, the International Labor Organization and the International Trade Union Confederation.

"In the US alone, the environmental industry in 2005 generated more than 5.3 million jobs -- 10 times the number in the US pharmaceutical industry," a UNEP statement said, quoting the report.

It also said that "by the year 2020, Germany will have more jobs in the field of environmental technologies than in its entire automotive industry."

According to UNEP, investment in renewable energy has now reached $100 billion (70 billion euros) and represents 18 percent of new investments in the power sector.

"Added together, we are clearly on the edge of something quite exciting and transformational," Steiner said, urging government officials gathered in Bali to send strong signals to promote such development. 

Economic Times (India): Climate change can create jobs: UN

6 Dec, 2007, 1717 hrs IST, AGENCIES

NAIROBI: The cost of adopting responsible policies on climate change for global economies could be balanced by the creation of millions of "green jobs," the United Nations said on Thursday.

In a statement released as thousands of delegates gathered in Bali for a key meeting on climate change, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Chief Achim Steiner called for a major boost to so-called clean industries.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the cloud of climate change," said Steiner, also UN under-secretary general.

"Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasises the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values," he added.

Steiner was referring to the preliminary findings of a report on "green jobs" due to be released next year and commissioned by Nairobi-based UNEP, the International Labour Organisation and the International Trade Union Confederation.

"In the US alone, the environmental industry in 2005 generated more than 5.3 million jobs - ten times the number in the US pharmaceutical industry," a UNEP statement said, quoting the report.

It also said that "by the year 2020, Germany will have more jobs in the field of environmental technologies than in its entire automotive industry."

According to UNEP, investment in renewable energy has now reached 100 billion dollars (70 billion euros) and represents 18 percent of new investments in the power sector.

"Added together, we are clearly on the edge of something quite exciting and transformational," Steiner said, urging government officials gathered in Bali to send strong signals to promote such development.

Xinhua: UNEP: "Silver lining" to climate change

www.chinaview.cn 2007-12-06 14:42:19 
  


    BALI, Indonesia, Dec. 6 (Xinhua) -- Research shows the challenge of climate change also presents opportunities for new industries and employment, according to Aim Steiner, U.N. under-secretary general and executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

    "Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the clouds of climate change," he was quoted as saying in a press release on Thursday in Bali, a resort island of Indonesia, where a two-week U.N. climate change conference was going on in a bid to set up a roadmap for negotiations on a new climate change deal before the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

    "New research reveals that these jobs are not for just the middle classes -- the so-called 'green collar jobs'-- but also for workers in construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture to engineering and transportation."

    "Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasizes the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values," Steiner said.

    He was referring to the preliminary draft report "Green Jobs: Can the transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher levels of Employment?" that was commissioned by the UNEP, in ground breaking partnership with the International Labor Organization (ILO) and the International Trade Union Confederation(ITUC). The final report will be released early next year.

    According to the report, China is the global leader in solar heating. With combined sales revenues of about 2.5 billion U.S. dollars in 2005, more than 1,000 Chinese manufacturers employed more than 150,000 people. Future estimates of installed capacity mean employment could grow substantially in this area.

    In Europe, a 20 percent increase in energy efficiency would create about a million jobs. The same applies in emerging and developing countries.

    The Indian city of Dehli is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses that will create an additional 18,000new jobs.

    In the U.N. alone, the environmental industry in 2005 generated more than 5.3 million jobs -- 10 times the number in the U.S. pharmaceutical industry.

    The ethanol program in Brazil has created half a million jobs and its bio-diesel program is specifically designed to benefit hundreds of thousands of mostly poor smallholder farmers.

    By the year 2020, Germany will have more jobs in the field of environmental technologies than in its entire automotive industry, according to research of the report.

Kyodo: Climate change challenges create millions of jobs: UNEP

BALI Indonesia, Dec. 6

 Through the challenge of climate change, millions of jobs have been created around the world, the U.N. Environment Program claimed Thursday.

"Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the cloud of climate change," Achim Steiner, U.N. undersecretary general and UNEP executive director, told a press conference. 

"New research reveals that these jobs are not for just the middle classes -- the so-called green collar jobs -- but also for workers in construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture to engineering and transportation," he added.

The final report of the research, Green Jobs: Can the Transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher Levels of Employment, will be released early next year.

According to Steiner, concerns over the impact of climate change and emergence of a "cleantech" sector, have generated more than 5.3 million jobs in the environmental industry in 2005, ten times the figure for the U.S. pharmaceutical industry.

With combined sales revenues of about $2.5 billion in 2005, more than 1,000 Chinese manufacturers in solar heating employed more than 150,000 people.

New Delhi, which is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses, will see an additional 18,000 new jobs, the U.N. official said.

"Huge opportunities exist to create green jobs through energy and industrialization policies that reduce the environmental footprint," Peter Poschen, a sustainable development specialist at the International Labor Organization, said.

"These jobs can provide decent work and incomes that will contribute to sustainable economic growth and help lift people out of poverty," he added on the sidelines of the 13th Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The ILO worked together with the UNEP and the International Trade Union Confederation to do the research.

Xinhua: UN climate change official calls for expanding CDM mechanism projects to Africa

BALI, Indonesia, Dec. 6 (Xinhua) -- Yvo de Boer, UN's top climate change official, Thursday called for expanding the benefits of clean development mechanism (CDM) to Africa at a press conference in Bali, a resort island of Indonesia, which is hosting a two-week UN climate change conference.

“There are 850 clean development mechanism projects in 49 developing countries, but only 23 of those projects are in Africa. It's time that the benefits of this important Kyoto Protocol mechanism were expanded in Africa," said Yvo de Boer, executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), at the press conference.

Meanwhile, representatives of the five agencies implementing the Nairobi Framework aimed at spreading the benefits of CDM also said that a great deal more remains to be done to extend the benefits of the CDM to Africa.

Under the CDM, projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and contribute to sustainable development can earn saleable certified emission reduction credits (CERs).

Countries with a commitment under the Kyoto Protocol can use the CERs to meet a portion of their obligations under the Protocol.

A year after then Secretary-General Kofi Annan launched the Nairobi Framework, aimed at spreading the benefits of CDM to more countries, several more projects have been launched in Africa. Projects in Africa account for just 2.6 percent of all CDM projects, according to a press release of the conference.

    The United Nations Development Program (UNDP), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Bank, African Development Bank and UNFCCC secretariat have joined forces to implement the Nairobi Framework, and bring to life the expressed aspirations of Parties to scale up CDM in Africa.

They have written a comprehensive project proposal for which they are seeking donor support.

"UNDP considers climate change to hit at the very heart of its development mission. Climate change threatens to seriously undermine efforts to eliminate poverty and reach the Millennium Development Goals, particularly in the least developed countries," said Yannick Glemarec, Executive Coordinator of the UNDP--Global Environment Facility.

The first concrete UNDP project outcome under the Nairobi Framework is a six-country CDM capacity development project in sub-Saharan Africa initiated in September 2007. The project managed by a UNDP Regional Project Coordinator based in Addis Ababa covers Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia, and was launched in October.

    The Governments of Spain, Sweden and Finland have contributed a total of 1.5 million U.S. dollars to the project.

    "In Africa, efforts to capture CDM benefits are accelerating, supported by a number of individual and joint U.N. efforts. Overcoming the complexity of the CDM and general investment barriers, however, cannot be done overnight, but our sustained efforts are producing results," said John Christensen, Head of UNEP RISOE Center, based in Denmark.

    Konrad von Ritter, Sector Manager for Sustainable Development at the World Bank Institute, pointed to real accomplishments in the past year.

    "There has been a notable increase in capacity-development resulting in a pipeline of 30 CDM projects. Of these, 14 have already signed emissions reduction purchasing agreements with World Bank carbon funds. While this is positive we all know that more needs to be done, and therefore the critical importance of the Nairobi Framework to scale up capacity development," Konrad von Ritter said.

    There are currently more than 850 registered CDM projects in 49 countries, and about another 2,000 projects in the project registration pipeline. The CDM is expected to generate more than 2.6 billion U.S. dollars certified emission reductions (tradable CERs) by the time the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012, each equivalent to one tone of carbon dioxide.

    With 191 Parties, UNFCCC has near universal membership. It is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which has to date 175 member Parties.

    Under the Protocol, 36 industrialized countries and countries undergoing transition to a market economy, have legally binding green house gas (GHG) emission limitation and reduction commitments, while developing countries have non-binding obligations to limit emissions.

    The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize GHG concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system.

Libération : «A chacun sa part du fardeau du réchauffement» 

Achim Steiner, patron du Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement. 

Recueilli par LAURE NOUALHAT 

QUOTIDIEN : mercredi 5 décembre 2007

Depuis juin 2006, Achim Steiner est le directeur général du Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (Pnue). Ancien patron de l’Union internationale pour la conservation de la nature (UICN), il participe aux négociations de Bali.

Etes-vous optimiste ?

Je suis un optimiste frustré. Frustré parce que nous apportons des réponses insuffisantes et trop lentes aux processus climatiques en cours. Mais comment ne pas conserver une part d’optimisme en regardant l’année écoulée. Je suis sidéré par la vitesse de la prise de conscience à travers le monde. De la Californie à l’Allemagne, en passant par le Brésil, qui a réduit la déforestation en Amazonie, tous les pays s’engagent, à leur niveau. Tous les gouvernements des pays développés ont signé des engagements pour réduire leurs émissions de 20 à 30 % d’ici à 2020. Est-ce que cela est suffisant ? Non. Est-ce que c’est suffisamment rapide ? Pas encore. Mais je pense que le réchauffement agit comme une catapulte qui fait comprendre beaucoup d’autres enjeux environnementaux.

Des mastodontes en matière d’émissions refusent de ratifier le protocole. Comment lutter sans eux ?

Pour la première fois dans l’histoire, tous les pays sont condamnés s’ils ne collaborent pas entre eux. La diplomatie exige que chacun reconnaisse les intérêts de tous ceux qui s’installent à la table des négociations. On peut pointer du doigt la Chine et l’Inde, mais qu’ont fait les Etats-Unis jusqu’à présent ? Et en Europe, l’Italie a refusé des réductions importantes d’émissions de CO2 pour des raisons économiques… Il faudrait que les pays en développement sautent trois fois plus haut que les pays développés ? Il faut cesser de regarder cela avec des yeux d’Européens. Travaillons à une solution équitable. Tout ce que l’on sait, c’est qu’il n’existe pas de solution isolée, mais partagée. Avec chacun sa part du fardeau.

En quoi Bali vous semble un rendez-vous à ne pas manquer ?

Parce que nous menons une course contre la montre pour ralentir le réchauffement. Mais surtout, il faut sauver le marché du carbone qui risque de s’effondrer si, à Bali, on ne tombe pas d’accord sur un post-2012 [date à laquelle Kyoto cesse, ndlr]. Nous avons tiré les enseignements de la phase-pilote 2008-2012. Le succès du marché carbone dépend beaucoup des quotas fixés aux entreprises par les Etats. Or ceux-ci ont été bien trop laxistes. Si le business ne croit pas qu’il y a une contrainte sur le carbone, il n’a aucune raison de se plier à des réductions d’émissions, ni à se lancer dans des technologies plus propres.

Certains jugent le protocole de Kyoto insuffisant…

Kyoto en lui-même ne va pas faire disparaître le carbone de l’atmosphère, mais il a produit un cadre pour chaque pays désireux d’abaisser ses émissions. Et même s’il ne concerne qu’une partie des émissions à l’échelle de la planète, nous ne pouvons pas nous payer le luxe d’en faire l’économie.

________________________________________________________________________________
Other Environment News
Bali Coverage
Bloomberg: Japan Seeks to Smooth U.S., EU, China Climate Discord (Update1) 
By Kim Chipman

Dec. 6 (Bloomberg) -- Japan is seeking to play diplomat at climate-change treaty talks this week as the country tries to move the U.S., Europe and developing economies such as China closer to an agreement for a new global accord, its lead negotiator said. 

The U.S., the only industrialized nation not part of the Kyoto climate treaty in effect through 2012, supports voluntary limits on global warming pollution, a position at odds with the mandatory caps proposed by the European Union and United Nations. President George W. Bush has argued a cap would hurt the economy and lack effectiveness if major developing countries such as China aren't required to do the same. 

Japan, whose own stance on pollution targets has been questioned, is trying to coax the U.S. into joining a new climate treaty to replace Kyoto, said Susumu Okamoto, chief negotiator for the country's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. Japan wants delegates at UN-led meetings this week and next to engage the U.S. by keeping all options open, he said. 

``The EU and U.S. positions are far apart, so we want to make a bridge between them,'' Okamoto said in an interview from the Indonesian island of Bali, where delegates from about 190 nations are starting talks on a new accord. ``We would like to make this meeting successful.'' 

Japan isn't philosophically against ``legally binding'' pollution limits for developed countries, Okamoto said. It is ``open to any idea, particularly from the U.S., because we don't want the U.S. out of the process,'' he said. 

Mandatory Cuts 

The U.S. and emerging economies such as China and India -- none of which have adopted mandatory emissions cuts -- account for about 70 percent of the world's greenhouse-gas emissions such as carbon dioxide. 

``We have to do something or it's going to be a catastrophe,'' he said. 

The EU announced its intention in January to cut emissions 30 percent by 2020, compared with 1990 levels, in a bid to keep temperatures from rising a projected 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit). That assumes other industrialized nations including the U.S. also agree to curb greenhouse gases. Otherwise, the EU would target a 20 percent cut. 

While Japan hopes to ease the debate over whether industrialized countries should take on a globally negotiated, mandatory emissions cap, the Asian country faces its own problems with the Kyoto Protocol. 

Japan is among one of the worst performers among 36 nations that agreed to curb emissions under the 1997 treaty. 

Meeting Targets 

The formal five-year reduction period under Kyoto begins next year and Okamoto said Japan will work to meet its targets. 

``It's very hard for us, but we will try to do our best,'' he said. 

Japan, unlike countries such as Germany and France, also hasn't committed to short- or medium-term emissions reduction goals because of opposition from industry and others. 

``Many stakeholders oppose the idea,'' he said. 

At the same time, Japan is in Bali trying to lay the groundwork for a successful meeting next year of the Group of Eight industrialized nations. The G-8 summit, which Japan will host, will focus largely on climate change. 

``We have to get a good achievement at the G-8 summit,'' Okamoto said. 

U.S. Support 

Okamoto said Japan's attempt to bring along the U.S. helps fill a vacuum left by the EU, which is more focused on keeping intact carbon emissions trading, a market worth at least $30 billion a year. 

``The EU is very energetic about the process of this meeting, but it seems to us they don't care much about U.S. participation,'' he said. ``They care about the continued existence of the Kyoto Protocol itself because they have already established the carbon trading market.'' 

Okamoto said the high level of energy efficiency among Japanese businesses means there's ``very limited volume'' potential for the country's involvement in the carbon market. 

Japan, Okamoto said, goes into the treaty negotiations less concerned about emissions trading and more focused on creating a level playing field between itself and neighboring China. The fear is that without China agreeing to more stringent greenhouse-gas reduction rules, employers will move there and hurt Japanese production and jobs. 

``EU countries don't have a huge manufacturing country in such close proximity,'' he said. 

Developing Nations 

Japan believes securing U.S. participation in a post-2012 treaty is crucial to getting China and other developing nations to adopt more stringent climate-protection efforts. 

``China, India and Brazil won't participate responsibly if the U.S. isn't there,'' Okamoto said. ``They will say: `Then why do we have to do something?' That's a legitimate question.'' 

Such concerns will guide Japan's position during the Bali talks, which are set to last until Dec. 14 and start formal treaty negotiations that the UN seeks to conclude in 2009. 

Okamoto said, while a ``perfect'' accord would be nice, it's not as important as keeping the U.S. and developing countries at the bargaining table. 

``We need to engage them,'' he said. ``Then we maybe lobby them, convince them and pressure them to do more. I understand it might not be the perfect agreement, but we don't like perfect at the cost of effectiveness.'' 

To contact the reporter for this story: Kim Chipman in Denpasar, Indonesia at kchipman@bloomberg.net
AFP: Bali meeting to set timeline for climate change deal by 2009: UN chief

2 hours ago
UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — UN chief Ban Ki-moon said Thursday he favoured a binding cap on greenhouse gas emissions but noted that the climate change conference in Indonesia should focus on setting a timeline for a deal by 2009.

"As far as I am concerned, as secretary general, as a matter of principle, there should be mandatory capping," Ban told reporters here two days before he was due to leave for the Bali conference.

"However, I know that there are some concerns in some of the developing countries, therefore, this issue should be discussed in the future negotiation process," he added.

He said his goal at this time was to "first of all, launch the negotiation with a timeline", and noted that in subsequent negotiations, the international community would be able to clinch a deal on the issue of mandatory capping.

"Our ultimate goal is a comprehensive agreement on climate change that all nations can embrace," the secretary general said. "In Bali, we need to set an agenda -- a roadmap to a better future, coupled with a timeline that produces a deal by 2009."

On Thursday, China said it would not back any new proposals at the Bali meeting that run counter to existing frameworks that exempt the country from reducing greenhouse-gas output.

"We believe under current circumstances ... we should not break away from the framework set by the United Nations Framework on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol," Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Qin Gang told reporters.

China, along with other developing countries such as India, is under strong pressure from Europe and others at the Bali conference to agree to binding emissions cuts.

Delegates from more than 180 nations are gathered for the December 3-14 meeting, which is tasked with setting down a blueprint to slash greenhouse-gas emissions beyond 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol expires.

"Our goal is that when this Bali meeting is over, we will be able to agree on official negotiations that should be launched with the future agenda as well as a timeline by the end of 2009," said Ban, who has made the fight against global warming one of his key priorities since taking office in January.

"The Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. We assume that ratifying a successor agreement will take roughly two years," the UN chief said.

"Difficult as this path may be, we have no choice. The science has spoken loud and clear. The debate is over. It?s time to discuss solutions -- to solve this problem. We must think not only of ourselves but our children," he added.
Times of India: China resists binding curbs on climate-change emissions

7 Dec 2007, 0106 hrs IST,AFP

BEIJING: China on Thursday said it would not back any new proposals at a UN climate change conference that run counter to existing frameworks that exempt the booming country from reducing greenhouse-gas output.

"We believe under current circumstances... we should not break away from the framework set by the United Nations Framework on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol," foreign ministry spokesman Qin Gang told reporters.

China, along with other booming developing countries such as India, is under strong pressure from Europe and others at the UN conference on the Indonesian island of Bali to agree to binding emissions cuts.

Delegates from more than 180 nations are gathering for the December 3-14 meeting, which is tasked with setting down a blueprint to slash greenhouse-gas emissions beyond 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol expires.

As a developing nation, China, which ranks alongside the United States as the world's top emitter of greenhouse gas emissions, is not bound to reduce emissions under Kyoto.

China says rich developed nations should bear that burden to allow poor countries to grow their economies. It also says developed countries are responsible for the lion's share of emissions so far.

"We should not abandon the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities," Qin said. "Members of the international community should combat climate change based on their development levels."

IHT: US on defensive at climate conference, scientists demand decisive action


Published: December 7, 2007

BALI, Indonesia: First Australia won international applause for abandoning the United States and signing a global warming pact Washington has long opposed. Then a U.S. Senate committee voted for deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.

The position of U.S. President George W. Bush's administration, that technology, private investment and economic growth — rather than mandatory emissions cuts — will save the planet from global warming, is taking a beating this week at a U.N. climate change conference in Indonesia.

The public defeats for the U.S. stance, coupled with mounting warnings from scientists and others that only decisive action will control rising temperatures, have cast the Americans as wayward sons who need to wake up and join the rest of the world.

"I think the United States will be judicious enough to accept the changes of atmosphere," said Indonesian Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar, the host of the conference. "I don't think we should pressure them. They will come by themselves."

Delegates from nearly 190 nations are attending the Dec. 3-14 gathering in Bali, which is charged with launching negotiations that will eventually lead to an international accord to succeed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on global warming.

Kyoto, which was rejected by the Bush administration, commits three dozen industrialized countries to cut their greenhouse gases an average of 5 percent below 1990 levels between next year and 2012, when it expires.

Scientists indicate its replacement will have to go much farther and warned that without decisive action, rising temperatures could trigger devastating droughts and flooding, strangling world food production and killing off animal species.

Battles have already broken out between rich and poor nations, all with starkly different political and social backgrounds. But delegates recognize without the United States, the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases, a future deal will be meaningless.

The U.S. mission arrived at Bali with the goal of blocking Kyoto-like mandatory cut targets from getting into the new agreement, but Washington has seen its hand steadily weakened in recent days.

First, newly installed Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd reversed his country's long-standing policy by signing the Kyoto pact, leaving the United States as the only major industrialized country to reject the agreement.

Rudd called on the U.S. to follow his lead.

The next blow came from a domestic source: Congress. The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee passed a bill Wednesday to cut U.S. emissions by 70 percent by 2050 from electric power plants, manufacturing and transportation.

The bill now goes to the full Senate. While Bush is expected to veto it if it reaches his desk, the Wednesday vote cheered environmentalists and others who have argued the government is seriously out of step with the U.S. public's serious concerns about global warming and willingness to do something about it.

That has left the U.S. delegation in Bali struggling to put a positive spin on events.

Top U.S. climate chief negotiator Harlan Watson opened the American's two briefings this week by outlining how Washington is fighting global warming its own way, with technology, aid and economic growth.

He denied the U.S. felt isolated and was adamant the Bush administration would stick to its guns, no matter what Australia or the Senate did.

"In our process, a vote for movement of a bill out of committee does not ensure its ultimate passage," he told reporters. "I don't know the details, but we will not alter our posture here."

More than 200 climate scientists, meanwhile, jumped into the political fight over global warming at the climate conference, urging mankind to make deep cuts in carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases.

"What this declaration is about is delivering a clear message. It's got the weight of the scientific community behind it," said Australian climatologist Matthew England, a group spokesman. "It means we have to have a radical change to the way we power this planet."

AFP: Canada opposition says govt undermining climate talks

6 hours ago
OTTAWA (AFP) — Canada's main opposition Liberals on Thursday accused Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper's administration of seeking to scuttle key climate change talks in Bali, Indonesia.

"The world has come together at Bali to try to prevent environmental disaster, but the government is standing in the way," opposition Liberal leader Stephane Dion said in the House of Commons.

"The government is undermining years of work by the international community to take real action against global warming," he said.

"The prime minister has turned Canada from leader to laggard to saboteur."

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change on the Indonesian resort island of Bali is bringing together representatives of some 190 countries, including more than 100 ministers.

Their goal is to hammer out a plan to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, blamed for global warming, beyond 2012 when the current Kyoto Protocol expires.

Canada has said emissions reductions targets should apply to all major emitters, including China and India.

Harper himself said in November that the 1997 Kyoto Protocol failed because it did not impose binding cuts on major developing emitting nations.

On Thursday he responded to his critics by saying: "This government believes strongly that there needs to be absolute greenhouse gas reductions in Canada and across the world."

But, he added, major emitters such as the United States, China and India "should also accept mandatory reductions."

"We will not be able to reduce emissions until those countries ... accept reductions. We are working to make sure all countries accept mandatory emissions reductions globally."

Canada had agreed under the Kyoto Protocol to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions to six percent below 1990 levels by 2012, but emissions have risen by 35 percent.

The Canadian government has said the target, negotiated by the previous administration, is unattainable -- a turnaround that has shocked environmental groups.

In April, Canada's Environment Minister John Baird unveiled a plan to cut the country's emissions linked to global warming by 20 percent by 2020, based on current levels, and by up to 70 percent by 2050.

Baird said earlier this week that Canada was ready to accept national binding targets, "but if we're to be successful globally in fighting greenhouse gas emissions, that is not enough."

"We need countries like the United States, China and India to accept binding targets just as Canada is prepared to do," he said.

BBC: All nations 'need emission goals' 

By Richard Black 
Environment correspondent, BBC News website 
Britain's Trade and Development Minister Gareth Thomas has said that developing countries will need targets for greenhouse gas emissions. 

Rich nations had to lead emissions cuts, he said, but developing countries such as China should have targets too. 

Mr Thomas also told BBC News that too little money was available to help poor countries prepare for climate impacts. 

Britain will next week launch a major international study to identify the best ways to fund climate adaptation. 

The minister was speaking to the BBC as representatives of more than 180 countries met in Bali for this year's round of UN climate negotiations. 

Britain and its European allies hope the Bali meeting will begin a process that will lead to a further international set of binding targets for emissions cuts to take effect when the current Kyoto Protocol targets expire in 2012. 

Developing difficulty 

A major sticking point in the UN process has been whether big developing countries such as China, India and Brazil should take on firm commitments. 

The US in particular argues that with China's emissions set to overtake and eventually exceed its own, there is little point in making a deal that includes only developed nations. 

Others argue that the per-capita emissions of developing countries are still much lowed than in the west, and they should not yet take on any commitment that could impair their economic development. 

"I frankly think every developing country has to have clear targets," said Mr Thomas. 

"Some developing countries who are at a very low stage of development are going to have to be allowed to increase their emissions, while the bigger developing countries draw back on theirs, and developed countries draw back even faster on their carbon emissions." 

However, he said developed nations could not escape their primary responsibility for climate change. 

"Quite understandably, (developing countries) are looking to developed nations such as ourselves and the US and the rest of the EU to take more of the burden of responsibility, and we in the UK have accepted that we have that role to play." 

Adapt and survive 

The Bali meeting is also looking at adaptation - assisting developing countries to protect their societies and economies against climate impacts such as hotter growing seasons, drought, floods and disease. 

The British and Dutch governments will be announcing a two-year project in six developing countries to research the best ways of funding adaptation. 

The research will focus on analysing the resources already available, how much extra donor assistance is needed, ways of drawing in the private sector, and on assessing how much money is needed each year. 

"Frankly we don't know the scale of the financial challenge," said Mr Thomas. 

"Various estimates have been put forward - anything from $11bn to $86bn (£5.5bn to £42bn) has been touted as being necessary." 

The idea was endorsed by Oxfam, one of the charities heavily involved in climate adaptation. 

"This would be an absolutely vital piece of research that has to be done," a spokesman commented. 

"We've previously called for a global audit for adaptation - Oxfam believes the sum needed will be around $50bn (£25bn) a year. 

"But the fact that they're taking adaptation seriously and doing research doesn't mean we should take a breather and wait for the results - people need to start funding adaptation immediately." 

Earlier this week, Oxfam, together with other charities and the UN Development Programme, poured scorn on the scale of the global commitment to adaptation funding - "less than Americans spend on suntan lotion each month" and "roughly what Britain spends on flood defences each week" were two of the unflattering comparisons. 

Gareth Thomas agreed that the sums available fall well short of what was needed. 

"I can understand the frustration," he said. 

"[But] I do think we need to get our information right, it will help to shape how we approach the private sector, how we look for innovative financial solutions that involve the private sector in helping to address deforestation, etc." 

They key to generating adaptation funds, the government believes, is a global and effective carbon market. 

But many economists believe such a market cannot function properly without a global system of emission caps. 

The British and Dutch governments will formally launch their research fund during the Bali meeting. 

Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk 

________________________________________________________________________

Jakarta Post: Bridging all interests

Several hybrid cars are running around in Nusa Dua, Bali, where more than 10,000 delegates are negotiating the fate of our planet.

These cars look slick, but most of all, are very efficient -- one liter of gasoline for 30 kilometers of travel. Their downside is that they are expensive, twice the price of regular cars with the same capacity.

Similarly, we want environmentally-friendly energy, air conditioners and refrigerators for our houses, but when it comes to price, they are always more expensive than the regular ones, which are mostly dangerous for our environment.

For many of us, who live in developing countries like Indonesia, buying products that are environmentally-friendly is, most of the time, more expensive. It's because we neither have the technology nor the money to do the research and development.

But this situation might change in the near future after senior officials from over 180 countries negotiating the Kyoto Protocol mechanism agreed to put forward the issue of technology transfer from the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technology Advice (SBSTA) to the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI).

This development means that negotiations on technology transfers will now focus on implementation, no more talking shops.

It will focus on how best to transfer technology to developing countries, and how that will be pursued and how deep and how far technology transfer will go.

Technology transfer is one of the toughest issues negotiated in Bali because some developed countries, apparently Japan and Canada, have rejected the inclusion of technology transfer into SBI. However, with the intervention of the president of the conference, Rachmat Witoelar, technology transfer goes to the implementation level.

Another positive development from the conference was the discussion on the management of the adaptation fund, i.e. a fund to help finance developing countries to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Developing countries, which previously rejected industrialized countries' proposal to assign the international financial institution, Global Environmental Facility (GEF) to manage the fund, are now softening their stance, provided that the secretariat works exclusively for governments that are signatories to the Kyoto Protocol, and therefore, it would not again be guided by the United States, which is not a party to Kyoto but has a major voice at GEF.

Adaptation and technology transfer are two of four main building blocks of the Kyoto pact. The other two are mitigation, i.e. efforts made to reduce carbon emissions, and financing schemes.

Mitigation to cut emissions, under Kyoto, is mandatory for developed countries. It is this mandatory requirement that scared away the United States and Australia. With Australia's entrance into Kyoto this week, the States becomes the only developed country outside Kyoto.

The inclusive spirit of the Bali conference therefore becomes all the more important to embrace all parties, including those outside the Kyoto protocol, especially the United States, which is the world's biggest climate offender. It is now high time to include all offenders because the first commitment to cut gas emission under Kyoto will expire in 2012.

It is to that end that the president of the conference decided earlier this week to establish a special group to explore if and how this current climate meeting can launch negotiations on a long-term climate change regime that could accommodate everyone, including the United States. Negotiations should start from here in Bali and should end in two years time in Denmark in 2009, so that it could become operational in 2012.

The fourth building block of the Kyoto pact, i.e. financing schemes, is more interesting to developing countries, because they could receive additional funding by selling carbon-reducing projects to developed countries, through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), so that the latter could achieve their targets.

For Indonesia, however, CDM is still relatively new, and only a few companies are benefiting from it. Then, Indonesia comes with the proposal of reducing emissions by avoiding deforestation and forest degradation, popularly known as REDD. However, if we follow the normal mechanism, this proposal will not become operational within the next three to five years.

Therefore, we need a political push from our part, from our President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, who will be speaking to delegations next week. He could demand non-traditional routes for reducing emissions from avoiding deforestation.

All in all, we are the host. We facilitate all negotiations, we bridge all interests, but at the same time, we should also get our proposal heard, and if possible accepted. Then, all parties will leave the conference all happy.

________________________________________________________________________

IHT: Saudi Arabia, US named the worst 'climate sinners'
The Associated Press

Published: December 7, 2007

BALI, Indonesia: The United States and Saudi Arabia are the world's worst "climate sinners," environmental groups said Friday, citing their high and mounting greenhouse gas emissions and inadequate government policies to combat global warming.

Australia was ranked third, but with a caveat: If its decision to sign the Kyoto Protocol is followed up with action, it would quickly fall down the ladder.

"The international community is still failing to comply with their responsibilities regarding climate protection," said Matthias Duwe of the Climate Action Network-Europe, which released the data Friday at the U.N. conference in Bali.

"They have not set themselves firmly on the path of limiting global warming."

Delegates from nearly 190 nations are attending the Dec. 3-14 gathering, charged with launching negotiations that will eventually lead to an international accord to succeed the Kyoto pact, which expires in 2012.

The 175-nation accord requires 36 industrial nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, a key source of global warming, by an average 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. Without action, scientists warn of catastrophic droughts and floods, collapsing ice sheets and vanishing coastlines.

Environmentalists on Friday released their annual index ranking 56 industrialized and emerging countries, which together account for more than 90 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions. The calculations, performed by the group Germanwatch, took into account pollution levels and trends, as well as overall climate policy.

Surprisingly China — which some experts believe has already surpassed the United States as the world's top emitter of climate-changing gases — was recognized for improvements made over the last two years, most notably to enhance energy efficiency and promote renewable energy.

It went from being the 14th worst offender to the 17th one year ago.

"China's relatively positive political assessment gives hope that emission growth will slow down in the future," said Christoph Bals, executive policy director of Germanwatch.

Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil exporter, was the biggest "climate sinner" for the second year in a row, largely because the kingdom's policies generally block attempts to reduce greenhouse gases.

It was followed by the United States, the only major industrialized country not to have signed Kyoto, after Australia's new government did an about-face earlier this week and agreed to ratify the protocol.

Though Canberra ranked third on the list of offenders Friday, it could drop to 20th if Prime Minister Kevin Rudd follows through with promises to reduce emissions. That would put it near Finland.

But "Australia will have to live up to their talk," said Duwe.

Washington opposes mandatory cuts in emissions and argues that technology, private investment and economic growth will save the planet from global warming. It has struggled to defend its position at the Bali meeting.

Sweden was doing the best job, but even it could improve, the environmentalists said. It was followed by Germany, Iceland and Mexico.

________________________________________________________________________

ABC: Rudd talking climate change in Roma

 The visit comes in the wake of a report from the Australian Bureau of Agriculture and Resource Economics (ABARE), which warned that climate change could slash Australia's farm sector exports by 60 per cent.

Next week Mr Rudd goes to the United Nations climate change talks in Bali to discuss the next round of greenhouse cuts. 

The Australian delegation has already signalled support for a cut of up to 40 per cent by 2020 but Mr Rudd has played that down, saying he wants expert advice.

Treasurer Wayne Swan says Australia cannot set a goal for 2020 until the report by economist Ross Garnaut. 

"Interim targets are required," he said. "We're going to set our interim targets through the Garnaut process."

But Mr Swan says that work is being done more quickly now Labor is in Government.

"It's going to progress much more quickly now because previously Ross Garnaut had been working only with state governments," he said.

"Now we can bring to bear the full force of the Federal Treasury and the whole Federal public service in this exercise to map out the safest economic pathway to reach that goal."

Mr Rudd will get another perspective today when he talks to farmers in Roma with his Agriculture Minister, Tony Burke. 

"You tend to find that the people on the land have known full well what a lot of politicians have taken years to catch up with - and that's that the climate's changing," Mr Rudd said.

He has promised he will travel extensively with his new ministry in rural and regional Australia.

________________________________________________________________________

Jakarta Post: Bali must bring developing nations on board 

Sri Mulyani Indrawati and Robert Zoellick, Jakarta

Climate change is a development, economic and investment challenge, not just an environmental issue. An effective global accord on climate change will have to recognize the interests and needs of developing countries. 

That is why this week in Bali, finance ministers will, for the first time, attend a climate change session in conjunction with the new round of negotiations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Indonesia, host to the 13th Conference of Parties, is both vulnerable to climate change and a source of large emissions, particularly from deforestation and changes in land use. 

After President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono met with the World Bank in September, Indonesia announced it is launching the development of its first low-carbon growth strategy to reduce the carbon intensity of its development path, identify opportunities for climate change mitigation and adaptation, and manage the financing implications of shifting to cleaner carbon development activities. 

It is proposing an initiative on reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation, with support from the World Bank and the UK, Australia, Germany and the Netherlands. 

Developing countries recognize the dangers climate change poses to their territories, economies and people. They are interested in the potential of carbon markets and new technologies to finance greenhouse gas reductions. 

But many are wary of climate change negotiations because of two fears: that international assistance will be diverted from social development and growth plans, and that climate change policies championed by developed countries will constrain the growth of countries moving up behind them. 

Unless the concerns of the developing countries are addressed, any new international accord on climate change will be neither global nor successful. 

While the environment ministers in Bali will be working on a roadmap to a post-2012 framework, more than three dozen countries are sending finance and development ministers to support this process. 

The finance ministers will discuss policy options, economic incentives and disincentives, and financing arrangements that combine growth and energy sources with low-carbon strategies, technological development, efficiencies and measures to adapt to climate change. 

The engagement of finance ministers will help to integrate climate change mitigation and adaptation issues into national priorities and budgets as well as the international dialogue on financing instruments and flows. 

Climate change policies cannot just be the frosting on the cake of development; they need to be baked into the recipe of growth and social development. 

The World Bank and international financial institutions, working with developed countries, can help. We are devising innovative and concessional financing mechanisms. In Bali, we will launch the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility to help counter deforestation. 

The Clean Energy Investment Framework will promote alternative energy, efficiency and lower emissions. For example, Indonesia and the World Bank are co-operating on a geothermal project with support from the Global Environment Facility. 

International partners can also assist countries with the implementation and expansion of carbon trading systems to finance low-carbon growth in poorer countries. 

The World Bank's private sector arm, the International Finance Corporation, can help draw private capital towards developing countries' needs for an estimated US$ 200billion per year of low-carbon energy production. 

We also need to encourage research and development in new technologies for low-carbon growth and advance their rapid adoption in the developing world. 

For many developing countries, the stresses of climate change are today's crisis, not tomorrow's uncertainty. The poorest are the most vulnerable to calamities and adverse changes in health conditions, food production, water resources, coastal integrity and biodiversity. 

Yet research and spending on climate adaptation have fallen far behind work on mitigation. We should be developing integrated adaptation and mitigation strategies that will reinforce one another. 

Indonesia is doing more than hosting the UN conference on climate change. It is also showing developed countries how to engage developing countries in a constructive discussion about the integration of climate change and development strategies. 

The Bali meetings need to launch two mutually supportive projects: one is a negotiation to guide a global approach to climate change; and the second is a commitment to support developing countries' efforts to combine development and climate change strategies. ________________________________________________________________________

AFX: US sticks to divisive climate change policy – official
12.06.07, 5:26 AM ET

NUSA DUA, Indonesia (Thomson Financial) - The United States delegation at a UN climate change summit said Thursday they would not commit to deep greenhouse gas emissions cuts at the key meeting in Indonesia, despite growing pressure.

Harlan Watson, head of the US delegation, said neither a recent US Senate committee move to limit greenhouse gas emissions or the decision by Australia to ratify the Kyoto Protocol would influence their stance.

'We're not changing our position,' he said on the fourth day of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change conference in Bali.

Australia's Prime Minister Kevin Rudd ratified the Kyoto Protocol on Monday after being sworn in as leader last month, leaving the US as the only rich nation that is not party to the 1997 climate change-tackling pact.

On Wednesday, an Australian delegate said they supported the outcome of a meeting of Kyoto nations in August that recommended greenhouse gas emissions cuts for developed nations of 25 to 40 percent by 2020, although Rudd on Thursday stressed that his government did not support binding targets.

The European Union has also called on industrialized nations to recognize their responsibility for global warming and support deep emissions cuts.

Watson said the US was hoping to come up with their own set of figures on cuts when a meeting of 17 nations that are major emitters of greenhouse gases, organized by US President George Bush, takes place next year.

'We're not trying to detract from the United Nations process,' he added.

Delegates from nearly 190 nations are gathered in Bali to try and draw up a roadmap of negotiations leading to a new plan to tackle global warming when the current phase of the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Ahead of the meeting, Bush reiterated that his administration was opposed to any international constraints on curbing carbon emissions if it undermined economic growth.

Angela Anderson, of the US-based National Environment Trust, said however that US interventions at the Bali summit had so far been mostly constructive.

'We're not seeing overly obstructive behavior by the US, and we hope that trend continues,' she told Agence France-Presse.

afp/zr

Reuters: U.N. hails U.S. Senate climate steps

By David Fogarty

NUSA DUA, Indonesia (Reuters) - The United Nations praised on Thursday a step by a U.S. Senate committee to cut greenhouse gas emissions in the world's top carbon emitter even as Washington reaffirmed opposition to caps.

"That's a very encouraging sign from the United States," Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat, said at 190-nation U.N. talks in Bali, Indonesia, of a vote by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.

His comments rubbed in the isolation of President George W. Bush's administration at the December 3-14 talks. Australia's new government ratified the Kyoto Protocol on Monday, leaving the United States as the only developed nation outside the pact.

Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has also offered to act as a bridge on climate change between China and the West, a Rudd spokeswoman told Reuters on Thursday.

China is poised to become the world's top carbon emitter and is not bound by any emissions caps under the Kyoto Protocol.

Getting China, which is already pursuing energy efficiency targets for its booming economy, to join a broader climate pact is regarded as crucial by Bali delegates as nations prepare for rising seas, melting glaciers, severe storms and water shortages.

In Washington, the Senate committee voted 11-8 on Wednesday for legislation outlining a cap-and-trade system for industry, power generators and transport. The bill is headed for debate in the full Senate.

"It will not alter our position here," U.S. chief climate negotiator Harlan Watson told reporters in Bali of the vote.

Bush says Kyoto would harm the U.S. economy and wrongly excludes goals for developing nations until 2012. Instead, he favors big investments in clean technologies and dismisses caps.

Watson said Washington was pushing ahead with its own track by inviting big economies to Honolulu, Hawaii, next month for climate change talks after a first Washington meeting in September. He said he believed the dates were January 29 and 30.

BALI TO HAWAII

Bush wants 17 big emitters, accounting for more than 80 percent of world greenhouse gases, to agree to new climate goals by the end of 2008 -- just before Bush leaves office -- and feed into a new U.N. pact meant to be agreed by the end of 2009.

Delegates in Bali are seeking ways to bind all nations more tightly into a fight against climate change. But China, India and other developing nations say rich countries must commit to deep emissions cuts first.

More than 200 climate scientists from around the world urged nations at the Bali talks to make deeper and swifter cuts to greenhouse emissions, mainly from burning fossil fuels.

They said governments had a window of only 10-15 years for global emissions to peak and decline, and that the ultimate goal should be at least a 50 percent reduction in climate-warming emissions by 2050.

"We appreciate this is a significant challenge for the world community," Professor Andy Pittman, from the University of New South Wales in Australia, told reporters in Bali.

"But it is what is required to reduce the risks of dangerous climate change, and that is what we are all trying to do here."

Underscoring the financial risk of global warming, the International Monetary Fund said in Washington it would spell out the economic implications of climate change in research and discussions set for early 2008.

"This research will analyze in greater depth the macroeconomic implications of climate change and policy responses to it, both in terms of mitigation and adaptation," deputy managing director, Takatoshi Kato, said at the Fund's first news conference to discuss the economic effects of a warming world.

Kato will join world leaders in Bali next week.

Bali delegates are also discussing a scheme that would allow poorer countries to earn money from preserving their tropical forests, which soak up vast amounts of carbon dioxide. About 13 million hectares (32 million acres) of forests are cut down every year, U.N. data shows.

The WWF conservation group said on Thursday 55 percent of the Amazon rainforest could be wiped out or severely damaged by 2030 by a "vicious feedback loop of climate change and deforestation".

It said the effects of warming could cut rainfall and aggravate current trends in farming, fires, droughts and logging in the world's largest tropical forest.

-- For Reuters latest environment blogs click on:

blogs.reuters.com/environment/
(Additional reporting by Alister Doyle in Bali, Gerard Wynn, Deborah Zabarenko and Lesley Wroughton in Washington, and James Grubel in Canberra; editing by Alister Doyle)

Economic Times (India): Nuclear energy key to India's role in climate change: US

6 Dec, 2007, 1200 hrs IST, IANS

WASHINGTON: As the world discusses a new agreement to fight global warming, the US says nuclear energy will be a "key piece of the equation" for the future of India's contribution to adjusting climate change. 

"There is no question that nuclear power has to be part of the solution," a key advisor of President George Bush told reporters Wednesday at a White House briefing on the UN conference on climate change underway at Bali, Indonesia. 

This was so because "it is the only energy source right now that can produce base-load affordably to millions of people in urban areas without any emissions," said James Connaughton, chairman of US Environmental Quality when asked how the US-India civil nuclear deal will help. 

"So if you want the biggest savings in CO2, for the best delivery of electricity that's most reliable, nuclear power is all we have right now. Renewables are important; efficiency is very important; but they do not provide base-load power. 

"And so, the work with India, for the future of India's energy security, the future of India's air pollution, air quality, and the future of India's contribution to adjusting climate change, nuclear has got to be a key piece of the equation," he said. 

Describing China as "critical", Connaughton said, "China's emissions probably already exceed those of the United States. If not, they will soon. And there's no question that by 2020, they will vastly exceed the United States." 

"Countries such as India, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa, heavy fossil fuel-using countries, they need to be part of the equation, too," he said noting, "within the coming decades, most of the growth in greenhouse gases is going to come from the big developing countries." 

"We have historic responsibility to take care of what we are now doing. But if we want to truly effect the long-term temperature trend, we can't afford for the major developing countries to wait. So we need strategies." 

The Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate launched by Bush was the first multilateral group that included India and China, and the newly OECD economy of South Korea, in a shared agenda on sectoral efforts to reduce greenhouse gases in the major energy sectors, he said. 

That has been the catalyst for the major economies process initiated by Bush, Connaughton said outlining the US stand on the issue in the context of Bali meetings to work out a new UN Franework Convention on Climate Change after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. 

Washington was hoping to convene another meeting of the major economies, including India and China after the conclusion of Bali meetings as Bush considers energy security and climate change as "two of the greatest challenges of our time," he said. 

Asked to comment on Senator John Warner's remark that "China and India will simply hide behind America's skirts of inaction," If the US didn't take the lead, Connaughton said, the US "is already leading in a substantial way." 

It had undertaken a wide range of programmes that equal or exceed much of what's being done in the rest of the world, he said. 

"There's a very strong commitment here," added Under Secretary of State for Democracy and Global Affairs Paula Dobriansky with the US contributing over the last five to six years some $37 billion to the process. 

Noting that many of the developing countries like India and China have particularly talked about access to energy and growing their economies, she said, "These initiatives and these monies have been devoted particularly not only to science research, but to the development of technologies, which is key." 

Xinhua: China to work with world community on climate change  

 www.chinaview.cn  2007-12-06 19:29:53      

     BEIJING, Dec. 6 (Xinhua) -- China will strengthen its cooperation with the world community in an effort to commonly deal with the climate change issue, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Qin Gang said here Thursday. 

    Under current situation, all parties should neither deviate from the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol nor deviate from or abandon the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities", Qin said. 

    Every country should base on its conditions and make its own efforts to positively deal with the climate change, he added. 

    The developed nations should provide developing countries with more fund and technical support so as to help the latter to enhance their capabilities in dealing with the climate change, Qin said. 

    A two-week UN climate change conference opened in Bali, Indonesia on Monday. About 10,000 delegates from over 180 countries and regions attended the conference, which focused on measures to be implemented on global greenhouse gas emissions reduction after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. 

Reuters: Australia's PM offers to bridge climate gap

Thu Dec 6, 2007 4:04am EST

CANBERRA (Reuters) - Australia's new prime minister, Kevin Rudd, has proposed to Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao that Australia act as a bridge between China and the West on the issue of climate change.

He made the offer during a 20-minute telephone conversation in Mandarin after Wen called to congratulate him on his decision to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions.

Rudd, a former diplomat who speaks fluent Chinese, has made climate change one of his government's priorities, ratifying Kyoto on Monday within hours of being sworn in.

Wen had sought Rudd's cooperation in future climate change talks, the Australian national newspaper reported. A spokeswoman for Rudd confirmed the call to Reuters.

The United States refuses to ratify the Kyoto pact, arguing that it excludes major polluters China and India, whose developing economies are growing rapidly, and that placing emission restrictions on U.S. industry would damage its economy.

Australia's previous conservative government, unseated in the November 24 election, had refused to sign Kyoto for the same reasons.

Meanwhile, Rudd has played down reports that Australia would support a 25 to 40 percent target for cuts in greenhouse emissions by 2020, based on 1990 levels.

Australian newspapers said on Thursday Australian officials had signaled support for the targets during negotiations at the U.N. climate summit in Bali, which Rudd will attend next week.

Rudd has proposed a 60 percent cut in national carbon emissions by 2050, based on 2000 levels, but has said he would wait until next year, after receiving a report on the economic impact of targets, before setting a target for 2020.

Speaking on Thursday after his first cabinet meeting, Rudd said the 25-40 percent target had been proposed by the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change earlier in the year, but Australia did not necessarily agree with it.

"States have ... indicated that they do not necessarily accept those targets, nor do they accept those targets as binding targets for themselves. That is also the position of the Australian government," Rudd told reporters.

"The reason for doing it in a methodical way which we've outlined is to ensure that those targets are meaningful environmentally, and responsible economically."

(Reporting by James Grubel; editing by Roger Crabb)

News.com.au: Rudd given climate change wishlist
SOME of Australia's most powerful institutional investors have urged Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to lobby for a global carbon market when he attends the UN Bali talks next week.
The Investor Group on Climate Change yesterday called for Australia's emissions trading scheme, due to begin in 2010, to be linked with others in order to create deep and liquid markets. 

 The 22 IGCC members delivered a 10-point wishlist for a new anti-global warming treaty to Mr Rudd and his new Climate Change and Water Minister, Senator Penny Wong. 

Le Monde : L'Europe se veut en pointe du combat pour le climat

LE MONDE | 06.12.07 | 09h29  •  Mis à jour le 06.12.07 | 09h31


Négociateur en chef des Vingt-Sept, le commissaire en charge de l'environnement, Stavros Dimas, n'en fait pas mystère : l'Union européenne entend être à la pointe des débats lors de la conférence des Nations unies sur le changement climatique, qui se tient à Bali (Indonésie) jusqu'au 14 décembre et où doit se dessiner la suite du protocole de Kyoto sur la réduction des gaz à effet de serre. Depuis des mois, les dirigeants européens tentent de convaincre les Etats-Unis ou la Chine de l'opportunité d'une démarche volontariste en la matière. Et se posent en modèle, en dépit de leurs difficultés à tenir les engagements pris dans le cadre de Kyoto.

Pour les Vingt-Sept, Bali constitue une étape "cruciale" dans un processus de longue haleine, qui devrait, selon eux, déboucher sur une feuille de route précise en vue d'un compromis d'ici à la fin 2009. Les Européens proposent que les pays développés s'engagent à réduire leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre de 30% d'ici à 2020, et de 60% à 80% d'ici à 2050 par rapport à 1990.

Pour montrer l'exemple, l'UE a même décidé sans attendre de réduire ses propres rejets polluants d'au moins 20% d'ici à 2020. "L'objectif du futur accord doit être de limiter le réchauffement de la planète à 2 °C au-dessus des températures de l'ère préindustrielle, afin d'éviter les effets les plus catastrophiques du changement climatique", répète M.Dimas, en espérant mettre à contribution les économies émergentes, dont les besoins énergétiques augmentent au rythme de leur forte croissance.

L'Union a pourtant le plus grand mal à tenir les objectifs fixés à Kyoto voici dix ans. Les quinze anciens membres s'étaient alors engagés à réduire leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre de 8% d'ici à 2012, par rapport à leur niveau de 1990. En 2005, la baisse était à peine de 2%. D'après des estimations publiées le 27 novembre par la Commission, l'UE espère cependant réduire ses rejets de 7,4% en 2010.

INTENSE BATAILLE D'INFLUENCES

A en croire les services de M. Dimas, le recul pourrait même atteindre 11,4% dès 2012 à condition de limiter, comme envisagé à Bruxelles, la pollution des carburants et d'intégrer l'aviation dans le mécanisme d'échange des permis d'émission de CO2. L'Espagne, le Danemark, et l'Italie sont néanmoins en retard sur leur plan de route, tandis que les nouveaux Etats membres traînent des pieds pour ne pas entraver leur rattrapage économique.

Les ambitions affichées par l'Union suscitent de surcroît de vives empoignades au sein même des Vingt-Sept. Soucieux de jouer les premiers rôles, chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement ont décidé, en mars, d'augmenter de 20% l'efficacité énergétique des pays membres d'ici à 2020, tout en fixant à 20% la part des énergies renouvelables dans leur consommation. Mais la préparation des législations destinées à tenir ces objectifs fait actuellement l'objet d'une intense bataille d'influences entre les capitales, les milieux d'affaires et les défenseurs de l'environnement.

Très mobilisé, le patronat s'interroge sur l'impact en terme de compétitivité des dispositifs imaginés en Europe face à des régions du monde moins préoccupées par le réchauffement de la planète. Parmi les textes les plus controversés, figure la répartition entre les pays des efforts à fournir en matière de réduction de CO2 et d'énergies renouvelables. Ainsi que la refonte du système européen d'échange des quotas d'émission de CO2 mis en place en 2005, dont le fonctionnement est jugé peu satisfaisant.

Différentes capitales plaident, à l'instar de Paris, en faveur d'un mécanisme d'ajustement aux frontières qui pourrait être susceptible, en s'imposant aux produits importés de pays non engagés contre le réchauffement climatique, de compenser les surcoûts occasionnés aux producteurs européens.

Le commissaire en charge des entreprises, Günter Verheugen, suggère, de son côté, d'inciter les industriels du monde entier à signer des accords de branches afin de limiter volontairement les rejets. Pour lui, la gratuité des permis d'émission attribués aux industries, comme la sidérurgie, les plus soumises à la concurrence mondiale doit être maintenue, alors que M.Dimas envisage de mettre aux enchères les "droits à polluer". Incapable de trancher avant la conférence de Bali, la Commission a préféré reporter toute proposition définitive au début 2008.

Philippe Ricard, Bruxelles, bureau européen

Xinhua: FAO official says climate change compromising food security  
www.chinaview.cn  2007-12-06 19:04:51    
BALI, Indonesia, Dec. 6 (Xinhua) -- Climate change will compound the already difficult task to feed an increasing population of the world, and a political consensus on responding to climate change has to be reached as soon as possible, said a UN official on Thursday. 
"My fear is that the political process on climate change is moving very slowly. I wonder if we can afford it. We have to react quickly on climate change mitigation on all levels and start climate change adaptation," Dr. Wulf Killmann, chairperson of the Food and Agriculture Organization's (FAO) Inter-departmental Working Group on Climate Change, told Xinhua in an interview. 

    Climate change and its impacts add to the many reasons why there are still millions of people around the world who are suffering from hunger, he added. 

    The international community has set the task of halving the number of people suffering from hunger by the year 2015, but climate change has made it more difficult to realize the goal, said Dr. Killmann. 

    FAO is committed to achieving food security for all. Food security is not only about food production, but also access to enough food. 

    FAO has the obligation to assist member countries in overcoming hunger, maintaining food production, food accessibility and food stability, Dr. Killmann said. 

    Participants at the UN Climate Change Conference, which opened here on Monday, are having marathon discussions for an international climate change regime after the first phase of implementation of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. 

    FAO is due to hold a high-level conference on world food security and the challenges of climate change and bio-energy in Rome in June next year, and some heads of state or government are expected to attend the meeting, said Dr. Killmann. 

Xinhua: Report: One-third of world's population affected by weather disasters

    BALI, Indonesia, Dec. 6 (Xinhua) -- One third of the world's population has already been affected by weather-related disasters and this is set to soar because of climate change unless urgent international action is taken, said a report by Tearfund, one of the UK's leading relief and development agencies

    Tearfund says governments must commit at least 50 billion U.S. dollars every year to helping the world's most vulnerable communities prepare to save their own lives and livelihoods.

    The report called Climate of Disaster published this week in Bali, a resort island of Indonesia, reveals that in the last 10 years, weather-related disasters have killed over 443,000 people, affected 2.5 billion people and cost an estimated 600 billion U.S. dollars in economic losses.

    With climate change increasing the number and intensity of extreme events such as floods and droughts, more and more people are becoming vulnerable to a range of environmental disasters.

    Without urgent action, this trend is set to rise, leading to unprecedented levels of suffering and deaths. Poor people will be hit hardest - they are the least able to cope with, and live in the most vulnerable areas of the world.

    Speaking at the UN Climate Change conference in Bali, Andy Atkins, Tearfund's Advocacy Director said "It is time for the international community to take stronger action to support vulnerable communities' efforts to reduce the risk of disaster."

    "Airlifting stranded people from floodwaters and sending food packages to those affected by drought can no longer be our sole response to weather-related disasters. As a global community we have a moral responsibility to invest our aid money upfront in helping the planet's poorest people prepare for predictable disaster," Atkins said.

    "If we do not, then many thousands of lives will be needlessly lost and billions of pounds of aid money will not be used to best effect," he said.

    A two-week UN climate change conference kicked off here on Monday. The conference is tasked with setting up a roadmap for negotiations on a new climate deal before the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

All Africa: Africa: Namibia Among Countries Vulnerable to Climate Change
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Namibians are among over a billion people in 100 countries who face a bleak future due to climate change.

The 100 countries include all African countries except South Africa, Polar Regions, the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and the Mega Deltas particularly in Asia. An opinion piece published by the International Institute for Environment and Development said these countries have their resilience eroded by poverty, degraded or threatened environments and other problems.

"The harsher, more frequent natural disasters that are predicted could tip them over the edge into chronic famine or forced migration," the opinion piece said.

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change has recognised that SIDS, and Africa as being particularly vulnerable and add to this list of Least Developed Countries (LCDs).

The statement said taken together, the countries form one group of 100 nations who are the most vulnerable even though their carbon dioxide emissions account only for 3.2 percent of the global total.

In comparison, the USA emits 23.2 percent, the EU 24.7 percent, 15.3 percent for China and 4.5 percent for India.

The most vulnerable countries, which make up a significant number of parties to the convention and the Kyoto Protocol and the 131 G77 countries, emit a tiny proportion of the total amount of greenhouse gases from human sources and a negligible amount relative to the emissions from major emitting countries.

Relevant Links

"So while these countries and their people (particularly poorest communities within them) will suffer severely over the next decade or two from the impacts of climate change, they bear minimal responsibility for creating the problem," said the opinion article.

The two advocated for a strong mitigation and adaptation support saying if during the time these counties and regions emitting the most primarily the US, EU, China and India fail to introduce strong mitigation measures, the impacts on the Most Vulnerable Countries (MVC) over the longer term could be catastrophic.

Saleemul Huq, head of climate change at International Institute for Environment and Development IIED, and Jessica Ayres of the London School of Economics authored the two-page briefing on the 100 countries most vulnerable to climate change.

Reuters: Mangroves help Indonesia fend off climate change

Thu Dec 6, 2007 4:42am EST

By Adhityani Arga

SUWUNG KAUH, Indonesia (Reuters) - Dark, foul-smelling mangrove swamps can help Indonesia's coastal communities fend off rising seas and stronger tropical storms caused by climate change, experts say.

As 190 nations meet for December 3-14 U.N. climate talks on the resort island of Bali, looking for ways to broaden a pact to slow down global warming, experts say mangroves are not getting the attention they deserve as a protective coastal barrier.

"Mangroves are a natural way to lessen the severity of the impact (of climate change) to coastal communities," said urban planning and climate change expert Enda Atmawidjaja.

"They are natural sea barriers, and they are also much cheaper then building sea walls made of concrete."

Indonesia, a sprawling archipelago of 17,000 islands, is extremely vulnerable to a rise in sea levels, storm surges or more intense tropical storms linked to global warming.

The U.N. climate panel says seas could rise by 18 to 59 cms (7-23 inches) by 2100. More than 40 million of Indonesia's 220 million population live less than 10 meters above sea level.

Mangroves are trees and shrubs that grow along a saline strip along the coast, now and then swamped by tides. The thin roots provide a habitat for shrimps and small fish, break up waves and hold back silt and soil from that damage coral reefs.

Mangroves can keep rising seas at bay to a certain extent, giving communities more time to adjust. The trees can help people cope with heatwaves and help break up waves in the event of a tropical storm.

DEFORESTED

But decades of rampant development along Indonesia's 57,000 kms (35,000 miles) coastline have left nearly 70 percent of its 5 million hectares (12 million acres) of mangrove forests deforested or degraded, scientist Hiroyuki Hatori told Reuters.

"Indonesia is the world's number one country in terms of mangroves. Some statistics say that 25 percent of the world's mangrove exist in Indonesia," said Hatori. "However in many areas of Indonesia mangroves are fast receding."

Like in many parts of Indonesia, vast swathes of mangrove forest in "the neck of Bali", a strip of land that connects a tiny peninsula in the south to the main part of the island, were turned into shrimp ponds during a boom in the 1980s.

But the ponds were soon abandoned, leaving large areas barren. Scientists later discovered that violent waves were chipping away at the coast, sparking fears that lower part of the island could be cut off in a decade's time.

A government project sponsored by Japan's development arm set off in the early 1990s to restore the area's vast mangroves, filling about 1,000 hectares of land with nearly 20 types of mangrove.

It became the first big-scale restoration project in Indonesia, with a mangrove nursery supplying free saplings to 18 restoration projects across Indonesia.

Today, project head Sasmitohadi said Indonesia has made giant leaps in its effort to preserve mangrove forests, but the increasing demand for settlements in the world's fourth most populous nation is putting pressure on the mangrove forests.

"To be honest, human beings are the biggest threat to mangroves," Sasmitohadi said. Small-scale conversion into shrimp and fish ponds also continue to pose a threat to mangroves.

"Indonesia should step up its conservation efforts for the world's next generation," Hatori said. "There are only 18 million hectares of mangrove forests left in the world, once degraded, it would be difficult to recover."

(Editing by Alister Doyle)
________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
AFP: For India's wind man Tanti, green is good business

BANGALORE, India (AFP) — Saving the environment wasn't as much on his mind as cutting costs when Indian entrepreneur Tulsi Tanti first turned to wind energy 13 years ago.

Confronted with a soaring electricity bill and unpredictable power supply, Tanti had a pair of wind turbines installed at his textile plant in western India and became a quick convert to what became his business calling.

After building Suzlon into Asia's biggest wind energy firm in 12 years, Tanti can claim credit for prescience in seizing a market opportunity from concerns over global warming and climate change caused by the burning of fossil fuels.

The 49-year-old mechanical engineer has also become a hero of the global renewable energy movement as the world counts the cost of greenhouse gas emissions and developing economies such as India's battle chronic power shortages requiring tens of billions of dollars in investment.

"From a Greenpeace perspective, he is definitely someone you would want as an ally, especially in an era of overdependence on coal-based energy," said K. Srinivas, the Bangalore-based energy campaigner for the global group.

"He is expanding the renewable emergy market and that's a wonderful thing," Srinivas added.

Tanti is sparing no effort in his quest to vault Suzlon into one of the world's top three wind energy companies after overtaking Siemens of Germany to grab the fifth spot last year.

This year, he won control of the German turbine maker REpower after a bidding war with Areva of France to capitalise on growing global demand for wind power. Last year, he purchased Belgium's Hansen, a maker of wind-turbine gearboxes.

Tanti has been busy this month with a 10-day "internal strategy" session in the beach resort of Goa, followed by the Diwali Hindu festival of light and overseas travel and was not available to comment for this story, his company's spokesmen said.

-- "Wind is important for saving the world of tomorrow" --

But he has said plenty already about the merits of what has become his driving passion.

"Wind energy can and will play one of the most important roles in saving the world of tomorrow, today," Tanti said recently. "We drive our business as a cause, one where we power a greener tomorrow."

Fossil fuels are the world's biggest energy source but burning them produces heat-trapping greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming, currently being debated at a global summit in the Indonesian resort island of Bali.

For Tanti, who founded Suzlon with three brothers in 1995 when he was little known, the accidental stumble into green energy has proved profitable.

His net worth was estimated this year by Forbes at 10 billion dollars, making the chairman and managing director of Suzlon one of the 40 richest in a country of 1.1 billion people.

Suzlon, based in Pune, western India, logged a net profit increase of 68 percent to a record 3.98 billion rupees (101.2 million dollars) in the quarter ended September 30 on a 77 percent jump in sales to 36.41 billion rupees.

"The wind is blowing stronger than ever," Tanti commented when the company released its earning statement on October 23.

From 20 people, Suzlon's workforce has grown to 12,000 and it has a presence in 15 countries spread across five continents.

Its initial share sale in 2005 was 46 times subscribed, vaulting it to the list of India's top 25 companies by market value.

-- "Technology cannot match the merits of wind" --

With profits came global recognition for Tanti, chosen by Time magazine this year as one of the "most innovative and influential protectors of the planet" and by Forbes as one of the world's "greenest billionaires".

Profits can only grow for a company that had 4.1 billion dollars of orders to install 3,250.55 megawatts of wind energy as of October 20, including 500 million dollars for 368.50 megawatts in India.

The worldwide installed capacity of wind power reached 74,223 megawatts at the end of 2006, with India's 7,000 megawatts trailing only Germany, Spain and the United States.

Suzlon, which has a 7.7 percent share of the global market and almost 50 percent of India's, is eyeing expansion of capacity to 4,200 megawatts by March next year, from 2,700 megawatts.

Tanti estimates that demand for wind power will grow 25 percent a year as governments spur the use of more environmentally friendly alternative energy sources.

"There are no major renewable energy sources that can compete with wind energy," Vivek Kher, a vice president and spokesman at Suzlon, said recently.

"Technology has not been able to make solar energy grid-friendly," he went on. "The environmental impact of hydel (hydro-electric) power is a major consideration in many parts of the world; many other energy forms such as wave energy and geothermal energy are in the realm of the unknown."

As the time taken to install wind turbines comes down and the machines become more reliable and perform better, wind power is becoming a favoured choice of energy.

India's government offers lucrative incentives to develop and promote the use of wind energy, allowing companies to write off 80 percent of the cost of installing turbines in the first year, said energy expert Gaurav Gandhi.

Wind power users also enjoy cheaper tariffs, said Gandhi, who estimates that India has a potential market of 66,000 megawatts for what he calls the "safest source of electricity without any emissions".

"Tanti grabbed the opportunity that was there but government policies are responsible to some extent for his success," said Gandhi, a research associate at the Energy and Resources Institute

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: EPA Plan to Evade Required Cuts in Mercury Pollution Challenged in Court by States, Tribes, Health and Environmental Groups
Thu Dec 6, 2007 12:46pm EST
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EPA Plan to Evade Required Cuts in Mercury Pollution Challenged in Court by

States, Tribes, Health and Environmental Groups

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Fourteen states and dozens of

Native American tribes, public health and environmental groups, and organizations representing registered nurses and physicians appeared in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia today seeking to overturn Bush administration proposals that evade legally required cuts in mercury pollution from coal- and oil-fired power plants (Case No.: 05-1097). The broad coalition called for the complete reversal of a suite of Environmental Protection Agency rules, including the so-called "Clean Air Mercury Rule," which allows dangerously high levels of mercury pollution to persist under a weak cap-and-trade program that would not take full effect until well beyond

2020.

The states challenging this EPA rule are: California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont and Wisconsin.

The following joint statement can be attributed to the American Nurses Association; the American Public Health Association; Chesapeake Bay Foundation; Clean Air Task Force; Conservation Law Foundation; Earthjustice; Environment America (formerly US PIRG); Environmental Defense; National Wildlife Federation; Natural Resources Council of Maine; Natural Resources Defense Council; Ohio Environmental Council; Physicians for Social Responsibility; Sierra Club; and Waterkeeper Alliance:

"These rules are simply illegal. Despite mercury pollution's significant impacts on human health and the environment, EPA has ignored science, law and human health in allowing coal-fired power plants to churn out dangerous mercury levels. Rather than applying the toughest standards of the Clean Air Act, EPA has proposed an ineffective mercury trading scheme that delays implementation of modern pollution controls for years. EPA has created an illegal loophole for the power generating industry that allows for dangerous emissions of mercury and other toxic air pollutants now and into the future.

"Power plants spew 48 tons of mercury into the air each year, yet a mere 1/70th of a teaspoon of mercury per year is enough to contaminate a 25-acre lake to the point that fish are unsafe to eat. EPA estimates that as many as 00,000 babies may be born annually with irreversible brain damage because pegnant mothers ate mercury-contaminated fish. Mercury risks also include dlayed developmental milestones, reduced neurological test scores, and cardiovascular disease. Nearly one-third (32 percent) of America's lakes and nearly one-fourth (24 percent) of our rivers were subject to advisories for mercury contamination in 2003.

"Congress recognized the importance of cleaning up the nation's polluting coal-fired power plants when it passed clean air protections, but the EPA has repeatedly failed to carry out the law and follow the science in protecting human health and the environment from mercury pollution. In this instance, EPA has finalized a plan first drafted by industry attorneys that violates the law and fails to protect human health. We are grateful to have had our day in court to demonstrate EPA's failure to adopt protective mercury emission standards for coal plants as required by law."

SOURCE Environmental Defense

________________________________________________________________________

BBC: 9,000 radioactive items made safe
By Angus Crawford

The government has organised the disposal of 9,000 radioactive items to stop them falling into the hands of terrorists, the BBC has learned.

The items come from hospitals, schools and private firms. The Environment Agency's programme of disposal has been running since 2005.

The effort is also designed to prevent the materials going missing and becoming a hazard to the public.

The final cost of getting rid of these "surplus sources" is likely to be £7m.

There are thought to be 11,000 radioactive items in the UK, owned by universities, schools, hospitals and private firms, which are no longer used.

In hospitals, they might be highly active sources as large as a desk which were used in radiography machines.

Private companies often use radioactive elements in measuring devices and military museums have the dials of World War II aircraft which are covered in radioactive paint.

Clive Williams, from the Environment Agency, said a sample could be "the size of a finger tip" or much larger.

"Eventually it will come to end the end of its useful working life and when it reaches that point it needs to be properly and safely managed and disposed of," Mr Williams said.

Dirty bomb

The enormous cost of disposal in the 1990s meant that many organisations simply stockpiled their surplus sources.

Mr Williams said this now presented "a security threat".

The risk is that terrorists could get hold of the material and use it to make a so-called dirty bomb, designed not to kill but to spread low-level contamination.

"I wouldn't say these are weapons of destruction, so much as disruption," Mr Williams said.

So, working closely with the police and MI5, the Environment Agency began the Surplus Sources Disposal Programme (SSDP) and so far its tally of items has reached 9,000.

The programme is due to finish next year.

Mr Williams said: "We are very keen to ensure those security issues are dealt with and that the proper protections are provided.

"People in the UK should sleep easier, just that bit easier, knowing that there aren't these sources out there."

'Preventing dumping'

Ian Day, who trains companies and individuals in radiological awareness, said: "This is excellent news.

"If you look at November alone, around the world people have dumped radiation material to get rid of it. People have been paid to dump radiation material.

"This programme is a way of preventing dumping in this country."

News of the SSDP programme was also welcomed by Shaun Burnie, an independent nuclear advisor, who used to run Greenpeace's nuclear campaigns.

But he said many of the sources were being taken for storage at nuclear plants such as Sellafield or Drigg, a practice he said was not sustainable.

"As the government well knows, they have no long-term safe option on the table for the disposal of nuclear waste," Mr Burnie said.

"To pretend otherwise is dangerously misleading."

Story from BBC NEWS:

________________________________________________________________________

Daily Nation: Nightmare as tree farms fail to make fortune for owners

Story by JANE GICHARU

Publication Date: 12/7/2007

Expectations were high as Peter Wamiti, 45, led his workers in planting eucalyptus trees on his newly acquired five-acre farm near Kitengela in Kajiado District. 

A man passes by a tree farm afflicted by difficult environmental conditions. Photo/PERTERSON GITHAIGA

Wamiti’s enthusiasm was borne of the high expectations that the trees would soon turn him into a millionaire.

For a moment, Mr Wamiti’s mind wandered off amid dreams about his fortunes. He expected the Kenya Power and Lighting Company to buy his trees upon maturity. He had seen truck-loads of logs along the Kitengela-Kajiado road and had been informed that the power company was importing the logs due to a shortage in the country.

That was two years ago. Today Wamiti’s optimism has waned after his precious trees failed to register quick growth as he had anticipated. The trees appeared weak and had no semblance of the giant logs that support power lines.

His neighbours, on the other hand, are accusing him or precisely his trees, of drying up their boreholes, saying they suck a lot of underground water. In short, Mr Wamiti has no peace of mind today and he is wondering if the investment was worth it.

He is not alone in this dilemma. Many other enterprising Kenyans, who had heard about the fast-maturing eucalyptus camaldulensis species, had moved with enthusiasm to make money in the reportedly lucrative tree farming. Today, plantations of the trees dot parts of Isinya, Ngong’, Namanga and the Central divisions.

Produce electricity poles

Most of these people were lured by stories of how the tree would mature in seven years to produce electricity poles and they plunged into eucalyptus farming without consulting experts.

Had they gone for advice from the forest department, they would have been told that arid parts of the district, which receive less than 900mm of rainfall annually, cannot support the growth of the trees to produce electricity poles.

They would also have been informed of other threats, among them the blue gum chalcid (BGC), a pest which attacks mostly seedlings and trees under five years old.

A forest officer in the district, Mr Jackson Kimeu, says that apart from inadequate rainfall, some parts of the district and particularly the Central division, have acidic soils and are highly infested with termites, a situation which does not augur well for the eucalyptus plantations.

For parts of Isinya Division, Kimeu says, the problem is mainly shallow soils and the trees usually encounter rock after a depth of only two feet and they dry up.

He says that the few plantations that are doing well are in parts of Isinya, Ngong’ and Namanga divisions where there are deep soils. “But even in these areas, it is still not possible to produce electricity poles as the type of eucalyptus grown is the dry land species, which is not capable of producing poles of that size.”

It is possible that the electricity poles story was part of marketing information by the forestry department for a high potential species known as eucalyptus grandis and not the dry land eucalyptus camaldulensis.

In a period of five years since they planted the trees, many farmers have realised all they are likely to produce are rafters usually used by construction workers to support buildings under construction.

Eucalyptus farming involves a huge investment without which the activity cannot be profitable. A seedling of the eucalyptus camaldulensis seedling, for example, costs Sh15 and after replanting, requires watering until its roots are long enough to access underground water.

“Most of those with big eucalyptus plantations have drilled boreholes on their land, which they use to irrigate their trees”, the forest officer said. “Their trees are noticeably healthier and bigger than those which are not watered.”

Are obtaining nutrients 

None can attest to the eucalyptus trees water requirements better than Mr Titus Chemase, the production manager at the Kaputiei farm in Isinya, which is probably the biggest eucalyptus plantation in the district. Most of the trees at the farm are unhealthy but those near a horticultural greenhouse are big and healthy.

Coincidentally, the horticultural plants, mainly tomatoes, which are at the edge of the green house and are closest to the eucalyptus trees, are unhealthy.

“We have come to a conclusion that these trees are obtaining nutrients and water meant for the plants in the green house,” Mr Chemase said.

He, however, could not confirm if the recharge of the farm’s borehole has been affected by the eucalyptus plantation as no research into this has been done.

It is evident that the trees require a lot of water to thrive but the forest officer says they are not likely to have dried up any borehole.

However, fears expressed by boreholes owners in areas adjacent to eucalyptus plantations that they could be affecting water yields and recharge rate, have not fallen on deaf ears.

The Water Resources Management Authority (WRMA) in the district has selected some 15 boreholes located near eucalyptus plantations for monitoring, an exercise aimed at establishing if the trees were affecting the boreholes.

A hydrologist with WRMA, Mr Ngila Munyao, says the findings would determine the next course of action.

Also interested in the issue is the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), which has already declared that any person wishing to venture into eucalyptus farming must now undertake an environmental impact assessment (EIA).

Nema representative in the district, MrWilson Maritim, says that if the dry land eucalyptus is found to have a high water extractive capacity, establishment of more plantations will not be approved.

Quarrels with restrictions

The forest department has no quarrels with restrictions from WRMA or Nema, but Mr Kimeu is positive that the findings will only serve to clear the name of the eucalyptus species. He is of the opinion that lowering of the water table in most parts of the district is the result of accumulative impact of de-forestation.

The forest officer is of the opinion that land in low potential areas gained more in value when the dryland eucalyptus is planted on it. The trees, he said, use their roots to break underground rocks and this could eventually pave the way for more profitable forms of land use.

“While farmers in these areas may not produce trees which are big enough for power line posts, they will still fetch them money when sold for other uses such as wood fuel, construction and even medicinal application”, Kimeu says. (KNA) ________________________________________________________________________
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Climate change bill heads for full Senate

By Deborah Zabarenko
Reuters
December 6, 2007

Legislation aimed at fighting climate change by capping greenhouse gas emissions was approved on Wednesday by a Senate committee and is headed for debate in the full Senate.

Sen. John Warner, a Virginia Republican and the bill's co-sponsor, acknowledged he is a "convert" to climate change and pushed for quick action on the measure, which sets up a cap-and-trade system to limit carbon emissions.

"The United States simply has to take a leadership role," Warner told the committee. "We are the superpower in the world and we've got to utilize our status to try and help correct a situation I think all of us acknowledge is causing hardships ... that are really without precedent.

"If we don't act, China and India will simply hide behind America's skirts of inaction."

The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved America's Climate Security Act after more than nine hours of wrangling, with Democrats and independents in favor.

Other Republicans on the committee, opposed the measure, contending it would cost American jobs and hurt the economy.

The full Senate is expected to consider the bill next year.

The 11-8 committee vote came as talks were under way in Bali, Indonesia, on the next steps toward a global plan to stem climate change after the carbon-capping Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

The United States is now the only major industrialized nation to reject the Kyoto pact. The Bush administration has objected to mandatory targets for carbon emissions overall, saying these would hurt the U.S. economy, and has instead favored voluntary targets and "aspirational goals."

The bill, also sponsored by independent Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut, aims to set up a federal program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the power, industry and transportation sectors by 70 percent by 2050, without cutting economic growth or imposing hardship on U.S. citizens.

Committee chairwoman Sen. Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat and longtime environmentalist, savored the victory.

"Finally, America is taking bold steps to avert the catastrophe that awaits our children and grandchildren if we do nothing," Boxer said. She said the bill aims to fight global warming while keeping the economy strong.

Boxer and other members of Congress had planned to attend the Bali meeting, but Senate business is expected to keep them in Washington.

The White House has stressed its commitment to the discussions in Bali, and is sending a delegation that includes James Connaughton, head of the Council on Environmental Quality, and Paula Dobriansky, under-secretary of State.

At a briefing Wednesday, Connaughton said the United States hopes to bring together representatives from the world's biggest greenhouse polluters, including China and India.

(Editing by Doina Chiacu)

An Aquaculture Reality

Washington Post 

Thursday, December 6, 2007

It is true that aspects of fish farming can pose serious threats to the environment, but let us not forget the welfare of those farmed fish ["Chile's Flourishing Fish Farms Prompt Fears for Ecosystem," news story, Dec. 2].

Our society is increasingly concerned about the treatment of animals raised for food, and we must recognize that the confinement of fish in aquaculture systems can and does severely compromise their well-being. In fact, the scientific evidence is clear that fish feel pain.

Aquaculture systems often crowd fish in restrictive pens where they cannot perform natural behaviors or escape stressful conditions. Chronic stress can lead to impaired immune-system function and higher rates of infection, disease and mortality. Those fish that do survive to market weight often suffer prolonged and cruel slaughters.

In Shift, Dingell Steered Toward Fuel Standard

By Jeffrey H. Birnbaum and Steven Mufson
Washington Post 
December 6, 2007

Congress is on the verge of approving an increase in fuel efficiency standards that automakers have fought for more than two decades, and a central player was the auto industry's fiercest champion, Rep. John D. Dingell (D-Mich.).

Soon after last year's election, which handed control of Congress to pro-environment Democrats, Dingell warned auto industry executives that " 'no' is not good enough" an answer to lawmakers who have wanted for years to require cars to consume less gasoline, according to Dennis B. Fitzgibbons, a top Dingell aide and a former automobile lobbyist.

A year later, the chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee came to an agreement with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) that sets a target of 35 miles a gallon for U.S. vehicles by 2020, 40 percent more than current average.

The legislation represents a major setback for the auto industry. But without Dingell's seal of approval, the energy package could have come unraveled, and the automakers' pain might have been greater.

"To have the speaker committed to achieving 35 miles per gallon and to be steadfast in that, she deserves this victory," said David Doniger, policy director of the Natural Resources Defense Council climate center. "Mr. Dingell deserves credit too for telling the automakers a year ago that they were going to have to accept a mileage improvement. He bargained hard for trying to make it less, but he deserves credit for coming around and agreeing."

Last year, Dingell began to work closely with automakers, the United Auto Workers union as well as auto suppliers and dealers to devise a unified position on how to update the standards without harming the financially challenged industry.

The big automakers, including General Motors, Ford, and Toyota, held a meeting by conference call at least twice a month, and sometimes daily, when action on Capitol Hill required attention. They and the other coalition members, led by the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, also talked regularly with Dingell and his staff.

According to participants, the group exchanged information about the latest legislative developments, assigned lobbyists to meet with specific lawmakers and organized letter-writing and e-mail campaigns from auto workers and dealers. The alliance also bought some advertising, one company lobbyist said.

The road was bumpy, however. Nissan, a Japanese car manufacturer with facilities in Mississippi and Tennessee, struck out on its own to lobby Capitol Hill for fuel standards that were in some ways stricter than what other automakers wanted. Nissan's chief legislative champion was Trent Lott (R-Miss.), the Senate's second-ranking Republican, along with GOP Sens. Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker, both of Tennessee. Nissan has 15,000 employees in their states.

Dingell and industry lobbyists say the split undermined their ability to shape the legislation.

"They made a lot of work for the industry and for me; they not only had a position that isolated them but was pretty hard to explain," Dingell said. He called that position "self-serving." Lobbyists for other carmakers said they had to beat back Nissan's proposals on the makeup of the fleet that was subject to the new standard and on tax credits for flexible fuel vehicles.

Nissan disagrees. Dominique Thormann, a senior vice president of Nissan North America, said the company decided early to advocate tough fuel-economy standards as part of a company-wide effort to become more eco-friendly. Siding with lawmakers bent on reducing auto emissions, he added, was the best way to become part of their solution. He said Nissan is happy with the legislative outcome.

In addition to dealing with Nissan, Dingell also had to rally the other automakers, most of whom were not eager to cut a deal. Automakers complained that the tough fuel efficiency standard, first contained in the Senate version of the bill, would cost tens of billions of dollars and might be technologically impossible to achieve. "Why set a target that . . . we can't meet," one U.S. automaker representative said during negotiations.

Meanwhile, environmentalists and people concerned that U.S. oil imports were compromising national energy security suspected that Dingell was not interested in cutting a deal at all. When Dingell supported tough climate change legislation that had little chance of becoming law this year, many thought it was a tactic to block the energy bill.

Doniger says, however, that Dingell's interest in climate change legislation was sincere and not a ruse. "Mr. Dingell does get global warming," he said.

But Dingell put that aside and shepherded the fuel efficiency provision into the legislation that is now likely to pass. First, he joined a group of House Democrats who put forth a more moderate proposal, with lower targets and "off-ramps" that would allow the Transportation Department to waive the targets if they proved too difficult to meet.

But his bargaining position wasn't helped by a sharp increase in oil prices during the final weeks, bolstering public opinion in favor of higher fuel efficiency targets. And Pelosi had endorsed the tougher Senate version and stood fast.

In the end, the legislation includes the Senate requirement for the automotive fleet to achieve average fuel efficiency of 35 miles a gallon by 2020. It extends, then gradually phases out automaker credits against those targets for producing vehicles that can use fuel with 85 percent ethanol.

At Dingell's urging, it has separate standards for cars and light trucks, which U.S. carmakers said would soften the blow of the higher targets. It would also help protect jobs at some U.S. auto plants, a priority for the United Auto Workers union and another goal of the Dingell coalition.

Rep. Gene Green (D-Tex.) said if Dingell opposed the final bill, "that would have made it very difficult to vote for it. . . . I will follow him as best I can on automobiles. And in Texas we do like to drive big trucks."

The fuel-standards package is one of the few components of the legislation that is relatively noncontroversial in Congress while having the support of President Bush, who opposes many other parts of the energy bill. Those sections include a $21 billion tax package, a requirement for utilities to use renewable sources for least 15 percent of their electricity, energy efficiency standards for appliances, and a mandate for expanding the use of ethanol and other biofuels.

Dingell has told friends that crafting the compromise was one of the hardest tasks he has undertaken in his 52 years in Congress.

While not all of the auto companies were thrilled to have new standards placed on them, they came to see that working with Dingell was the best way to protect themselves. "Not only were they responsible," Dingell said, "they understood how the winds were blowing."

Staff writer Jonathan Weisman contributed to this report.

Senate Panel Advances Bill to Cut Greenhouse Gases

Associated Press
Thursday, December 6, 2007

Democrats turned back repeated efforts by Republican senators to soften the economic impact of a global warming bill before advancing it out of a Senate committee yesterday.

It was the first bill calling for mandatory U.S. limits on greenhouse gases to be taken up in Congress since global warming emerged as an environmental issue more than two decades ago. The bill was approved 11 to 8 by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.

GOP critics of the bill argued that limiting greenhouse gas emissions could become a hardship because of higher energy costs.

But Sen. John W. Warner (R-Va.), whose co-sponsorship gave the bill legitimacy among many moderate GOP senators, called it "a chance to give America our opportunity . . . to be counted on this very, very important issue."

Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.) introduced the legislation along with Warner.

The bill calls for the United States to cut carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions by 70 percent by 2050 from electric power plants, manufacturing and transportation.

It would create a "cap and trade" system whereby companies would have pollution allowances that they could sell if they went below the emission limits, or buy if they found they could not meet the requirements.

The trading is aimed at cutting the economic impact of putting limits on carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels, the leading greenhouse gas.

The bill's prospects are anything but certain. It is not expected to come up for action until next year, and many Republicans have vowed to seek significant changes.

US Under Mounting Pressure at Bali

By Joseph Coleman
The Associated Press
December 6 2007 

American climate negotiators refused to back down in their opposition to mandatory cuts in greenhouse gas emissions Thursday, even as a U.S. Senate panel endorsed sharp reductions in pollution blamed for global warming.

The United States, the world's largest producer of such gases, has resisted calls for strict limits on emissions at the U.N. climate conference, which is aimed at launching negotiations for an agreement to follow the Kyoto Protocol when it expires in 2012.

That stance suffered a blow when the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee passed a bill Wednesday to cut U.S. emissions by 70 percent by 2050 from electric power plants, manufacturing and transportation. The bill now goes to the full Senate.

U.S. climate negotiator Harlan Watson, however, said that would not impact Washington's position at the international gathering in Bali.

"In our process, a vote for movement of a bill out of committee does not ensure its ultimate passage," he told reporters. "I don't know the details, but we will not alter our posture here."

It was the first bill calling for mandatory U.S. limit on greenhouse gases to be taken up in Congress since global warming emerged as an environmental issue more than two decades ago.

Republican critics of the bill argued that limiting the emissions could become a hardship because of higher energy costs.

Washington's isolation in Bali has increased following Australia's announcement Monday that it has reversed its opposition to the Kyoto pact and started the ratification process _ winning applause at the conference's opening session. That left the U.S. as the only industrialized nation to oppose the agreement.

The U.S. Senate action cheered environmentalists and others in Bali clamoring for dramatic action to stop global warming. U.N. climate chief Yvo de Boer led off his daily briefing Thursday by hailing the "encouraging sign" from the United States.

"This is a very welcome development," Alden Meyer of the Union of Concerned Scientists said of the Senate measure. "It shows the increasing isolation of the Bush administration in terms of U.S. policy on this issue."

David Waskow, of the Oxfam humanitarian agency, said the Senate legislation was a positive signal to developing nations and others in Bali that America may be ready to assume a more active role in battling climate change.

"It's one of the things that point the way to having the United States re-engage in the negotiations, and really I think in many ways demonstrates the U.S. leadership on these issues," Waskow said.

Further momentum for serious greenhouse gas cuts, which experts say are needed to stave off the most destructive effects of rising temperatures, came from a petition released Thursday by a group of at least 215 climate scientists who urged the world to reduce emissions by half by 2050.

"We have to start reducing greenhouse gas emissions as soon as we possibly can," said Australian climatologist Matthew England, a group spokesman. "It needs action. We're talking about now."

The United States and ally Japan are proposing that the post-Kyoto agreement favor voluntary emission targets, arguing that mandatory cuts would threaten economic growth which generates money needed to fund technology to effectively fight global warming.

Failure to reach a new international consensus on curbing emissions, experts warn, will raise the threat of catastrophic droughts and floods, increased heat waves and disease, and sea level rises caused by melting polar ice.

U.S. Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns denied that Australia's acceptance of the Kyoto accord would prompt Washington to do the same.

"We do not see eye-to-eye with Australia or many other countries on the wisdom of signing the Kyoto regime, that's obvious," Burns said in Sydney, Australia.

Senate Panel Passes Bill to Limit Greenhouse Gases 

By John M. Broder

NY Times

December 6, 2007

A Senate committee approved a broad bill on Wednesday night to address climate change, a major step toward passage of a measure that would for the first time slow and then reverse emissions of the gases that scientists blame for the warming of the planet.

The Environment and Public Works Committee split largely along party lines on the bill, which calls for a roughly 70 percent cut from 2005 levels by 2050 in the production of carbon dioxide and other climate-altering pollutants.

The legislation would limit emissions for virtually all sectors of the economy, but would allow swapping of pollution permits among carbon emitters.

Some of the permits would be granted free at the beginning of the program; others would be auctioned, with the money used to develop clean technologies and aid the poor in paying the higher energy bills such a system would be likely to entail.

The so-called cap-and-trade plan is modeled on a successful system for sulfur dioxide and mirrors some aspects of a carbon-trading program in Europe.

The committee, which approved the measure by an 11-to-8 vote, worked through dozens of amendments over nearly 10 hours of hearings on Wednesday.

The legislation, which is opposed by a powerful array of forces including utilities, oil companies and manufacturers, faces an arduous path through the full Senate and then in the House. Little action is expected before the first of next year.

Senators Joseph I. Lieberman, independent of Connecticut, and John W. Warner, Republican of Virginia, sponsored the measure. They said it was a historic first step toward dealing with a problem that will require prompt action by the United States, which, along with China, is the world’s largest producer of greenhouse gases.

Democratic lawmakers and various environmental groups hailed the passage of the bill, while saying it could and should be strengthened.

“This bill is a strong framework to address the most serious challenge of our time,” said Lexi Shultz, Washington representative for climate policy at the Union of Concerned Scientists. “But if it’s really going to do the job it needs to get stronger. If we are to have a fighting chance to avoid the worst effects of climate change, the United States has to cut emissions by 80 percent from current levels by the middle of the century.”

The bill’s chief critic on the committee, Senator James M. Inhofe, Republican of Oklahoma, said the measure would impose an unacceptable price on American industry, homeowners and consumers and cost up to 2.3 million jobs over the next decade.

Senator Barbara Boxer, the California Democrat who is chairwoman of the environment committee, called the vote the greatest accomplishment of her 30-year political career.

“This vote is a historic moment for my country,” Ms. Boxer said in an interview after the vote. “It is a signal that America is finally taking bold steps to avert a catastrophe for our children and grandchildren.”

Ms. Boxer also noted that representatives of 190 nations are gathering in Indonesia this week to talk about steps to follow the Kyoto climate accords when they expire in 2012. She said the committee’s passage of the bill sent a signal to that meeting that the United States was serious about meeting its responsibilities. 

E.P.A. Is Prodded to Require Cuts in Airliner Emissions 

By Matthew L. Ward 

NY TIMES

December 6, 2007

Five states, New York City and several environmental groups filed petitions with the Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday in an effort to force cuts in emissions of heat-trapping gases from airliners, a rapidly growing source.

The petitions are part of an international drive, led by Europe, to curb the aircraft emissions, which are growing along with the growth in air travel.

The Supreme Court told the E.P.A. in April that the agency had the authority under the Clean Air Act to regulate emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from automobiles, a step the agency had resisted on the ground that it had no such authority. These petitions seek to apply the principle to pollution from airplanes.

“There is no longer any scientific dispute that human production of greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide, are responsible for the unprecedented rate of warming observed over the past century,” said the petition by the environmental groups. The nitrous oxide may be particularly troublesome at high altitude, they said.

The petitioners suggested several steps to curb emissions, including the use of lighter and more efficient planes and the adoption of flight techniques that require less fuel. The aviation industry is already pursuing some such measures, because it is desperate to reduce its fuel costs. And the less fuel burned, the less greenhouse gas results.

“We have been as green as green can be,” said David Castelveter, a spokesman for the Air Transport Association, the trade group of the big carriers.

Mr. Castelveter said that his industry was not troubled by the E.P.A.’s looking into the issue and that efficiency had risen sharply over the last seven years. Among other steps, the airlines are matching passenger load to the number of seats, with the result that they are often flying smaller planes.

The petitions also suggest using alternative jet fuels. That idea is in its infancy, but Japanese researchers are pursuing fuels that can be made from plants instead of oil.

Among those filing the petitions were the attorneys general of California, Connecticut, New Jersey and New Mexico; the South Coast Air Quality Management District, a California agency; the City of New York; the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection; and the District of Columbia. Earthjustice, Friends of the Earth, Oceana and the Center for Biological Diversity also filed.

The E.P.A. said it would review the petitions, but pointed to steps the nation had already taken to fight climate change. “The U.S.,” the agency said in a statement, “has invested over $37 billion on climate change science, technology and tax incentive programs — more than any other country in the world.”

According to the petitions, aviation accounts for about 3 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. But, citing predictions by the Federal Aviation Administration, the petitions say emissions from the sector could swell 60 percent by 2025.

The Bush administration has opposed carbon controls and has argued that Europe’s plans to put quotas on the emissions of airlines flying there, forcing the carriers to buy carbon offsets, would violate treaties governing international aviation. 

Even as the petitions were filed, the Scandinavian carrier S.A.S. said Wednesday that while Al Gore flies to Stockholm this weekend to accept a Nobel Prize for his work on climate change, the airline will be making the first trans-Atlantic flight by a European carrier intended to reduce carbon emissions with a landing technique called continuous descent approach. In that system, the plane descends to the runway with engines at near-idle levels, somewhat like a car rolling downhill to a stop sign. It saves about 50 gallons of fuel per landing.

But UPS, which pioneered the technique in the United States, said it would also allow more flights, since airliners can be spaced more precisely, allowing them to land at closer intervals. So while aviation is made more efficient, UPS said, it is also made an even larger consumer of fuel and producer of carbon dioxide

Manatees Retain Endangered Status 

By The Associated Press

NY Times

December 6, 2007

Manatees remain on the state’s endangered species list, for now.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission decided on Wednesday to delay voting on removing the manatee from the list until it reviewed the species classification. The commission did not say when the review might be finished. 

“Delisting the manatee has basically invoked concerns over the listing process,” the commission chairman, Rodney Barreto, said.

The commission had been considering whether to reclassify the manatee as threatened instead of endangered.

Manatees have been on the state’s endangered list since 1979. The 2007 census recorded 2,800 of them in Florida waters, up from 1,300 in the first survey, in 1991.

State experts say manatees no longer face imminent risk of extinction, the definition of an endangered species. Reclassifying them as threatened, or facing a high risk of extinction, is more appropriate, officials said.

Changing the state classification would not change the manatees’ protection, as they would retain federal endangered status. The state protections are largely based on creating slow-speed zones for boaters to protect the animals. The biggest threats are the loss of favored warm-water habitats and boat propellers.

The commission did approve a conservation plan that calls for statistically sound methods to estimate the manatee population and monitor trends. The plan also calls for developing ways to prevent manatee deaths because of habitat loss. That includes the potential loss of warm-water habitats around power plants, as well as springs. 

Advocates for manatees said that they would have preferred a vote definitively not to move the manatee off the endangered list but that were happy with manatees’ remaining on the endangered list. 

“This is probably the best outcome we could have had,” said Patrick Rose, executive director of the Save the Manatee Club.

Officials were to have voted on reclassification in September, but Gov. Charlie Crist requested a postponement to let new commissioners study the question. 

Mr. Crist said of the commission’s vote, “Their action will keep the manatee on the endangered list and make sure that we continue to focus public attention on preserving this unique and important environmental treasure.” 

Alabama Biodiesel faces pollution fine; activists seek more

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

December 6, 2007

Alabama's first and largest operating alternative fuel plant faces a $12,370 state fine for river pollution, an amount environmental activists say is too low and aimed at stopping a civil suit seeking a $650,000 judgment. 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management proposed the fine for Alabama Biodiesel after the state found the Moundville-based plant discharged unpermitted waste into the Black Warrior River.

The ADEM proposal, described as a consent order, was issued in response to discharges of grease and vegetable-based oil in June 2006 and March 2007. It would require Alabama Biodiesel to submit an application for a national pollutant discharge elimination system permit or file an engineering report with recommendations for solving the discharge problem within 60 days of the order.

The plant would also have to implement those recommendations within 180 days.

Richard Campo, vice president of Alabama Biodiesel, told The Tuscaloosa News in a story Thursday that the discharge problem had been resolved.

Mark Martin, attorney for the environmental organization Black Warrior Riverkeeper, said the consent order was little more than ADEM's attempt to block a lawsuit Riverkeeper filed Aug. 20 against Alabama Biodiesel in U.S. District Court in Birmingham.

The lawsuit claims Alabama Biodiesel violated the Clean Water Act on 20 different occasions between June 2006 and August 2007. The organization is petitioning the court to impose up to $650,000 in civil penalties.

ADEM spokesman Scott Hughes denied that the department tried to block the lawsuit. But Martin said Alabama Biodiesel filed a motion in late November to dismiss the lawsuit because state authorities have addressed the issue.

Brooklyn Bridge light switch: Energy-efficient bulbs to help cut greenhouse gases

By  Sara Kugler 

The Associated Press

December 6, 2007 

The famous necklace lights on the Brooklyn Bridge will go "green" next year as part of several environmental upgrades around the city, officials said Wednesday.

Changing 160 lights on the landmark bridge, which turns 125 years old next year, is expected to cost $500,000. Other city bridges, which first got their lights in the early 1970s, could also get the modern makeover, officials said. 

The switch from 100-watt mercury vapor lamps to 24-watt bulbs known as light-emitting diodes will not make the lights noticeably dimmer, Mayor Michael Bloomberg said.

Other changes aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions include replacing 25,000 street lights and phasing in new hybrid police and fire vehicles that use gas-electric transmission systems, Bloomberg said. The city also will test three hybrid garbage trucks.

This year, the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree also has energy-saving bulbs, and an array of solar panels atop 45 Rockefeller Plaza helps power them.

Last spring, Bloomberg's administration released a report that found the city's carbon count was 58.3 million metric tons of greenhouse gases in 2005. That accounts for nearly 1 percent of all emissions nationwide; the U.S. total was 7.26 billion metric tons that year.

The mayor wants to achieve a 30 percent reduction in greenhouse gases citywide by 2030, but the projects outlined Wednesday are part of a short-term plan to see immediate, and more modest, reductions on the way to that larger goal.

The short-term projects are estimated to achieve a greenhouse gas reduction of 34,000 tons a year.

Light-emitting diodes, or LEDs, typically last three times longer than the mercury lights, said Jonathan Wish, chief strategic officer at LED Dynamics, which is not affiliated with the city's project. Most mercury vapor lights endure for 24,000 hours, or about 1,000 days, before burning out, he said.

"Because of the longevity, they're not going to have to change these lights for years, and that will save maintenance costs on top of electricity," he said.

In New York, transportation doesn't account for as much of the total emissions count as pollutants from buildings. In the dense urban environment, building operations and the electricity, natural gas, fuel oil, and steam that they consume make up 79 percent of the total, the city report found.

The city's short-term plans for improving building operations include replacing interior lighting in some schools, police precincts, sanitation garages, firehouses and other municipal office buildings.

Old wood stoves pumping out pollution along with heat

The Associated Press

December 6, 2007 

Wood stoves are popular as heating oil rises, and the air seems smoky, but it isn't the new stoves that are causing the problem.

They have to be certified as clean-burning. It's the older ones, grandfathered in under clean-air rules, that air regulators say are pumping out the pollution. 

But as of last Saturday the state began awarding tax credits for buyers of cleaner stoves and the wood pellets that fuel them.

Buyers may qualify for up to $300 in tax credits under the state push to promote renewable energy. Oregon links wood along with wind and solar energy as renewable energy because it avoids using oil, coal or natural gas, said Ann Grim of the Oregon Department of Energy.

Fuel tax credits for a qualified stove are $10 for a cord of wood or a ton of pellets.

About a quarter of Oregon homes burn wood or pellets, but the state estimates that more than half of those use older models that put out twice the pollution of newer models.

"People now have an incentive to choose cleaner stoves," said Mark Kendall of the Energy Department.

State environmental officials during the last legislative session tried to require homeowners to replace uncertified stoves with new ones when a home is sold but failed. Cities such as Bend, Sisters, Medford and Ashland have such a requirement.

Officials plan to try again in the next session.

Wood smoke contains soot particles that cause health problems, especially for asthma sufferers.

With heating oil $1 a gallon higher this year than last year, there are signs that more Oregonians are turning to wood stoves.

Firewood demands are so high that the front desk at the Deschutes National Forest in Central Oregon ran short of firewood permits.

Demand for new wood stoves is strong, said Fred Kirkpatrick, founder and general manager of Classic Heat Source, a local wood stove dealer. His service department has been busier than usual tuning up and mending idle wood stoves.

The price of wood pellets is up 20 percent to 30 percent, he said, driven by higher demand and reduced supply. Many sawmills have closed because of low lumber prices, meaning less mill waste to make pellets.

Though the dirty older stoves deserve the bad rap, Kirkpatrick said the newer models are nearly smoke-free and more than twice as efficient.

Since 1986, Oregon has required any new wood or pellet stoves sold in the state to be certified as clean-burning. Stoves must meet even higher standards for the tax credits.

Sales of wood stoves have dropped in recent years but sales of pellet stoves -- which are generally cleaner and feed themselves with fuel -- are rising rapidly, according to the Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association.

US stands firm against mandatory climate change cuts

Breaking News.ie 

December 6 2007

America refused to back down from its opposition to compulsory cuts in greenhouse gas emissions today.

The US, the world's largest producer of the gases, has resisted calls for strict limits on emissions at the UN climate conference, which hopes to lay the foundations for a new agreement for when the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. 

It position seemed undermined by a committee decision in the US Senate to pass a bill yesterday cutting. Emissions by 70% by 2050 from electric power plants, manufacturing and transportation. The bill now goes to the full Senate.

But the US delegate in Bali Harlan Watson said that would not affect his position.

"In our process, a vote for movement of a bill out of committee does not ensure its ultimate passage. I don't know the details, but we will not alter our posture here," he said.

America's isolation in Bali has increased following Australia's announcement on Monday that it has reversed its opposition to the Kyoto pact and started the ratification process. The US is now the only industrialised nation to oppose the agreement.

Today the Australian delegation said it supported a UN document that mentioned cutting greenhouse gas emissions by between 25% and 40% below 1990 levels by 2020. The government has already proposed 60% cuts by 2050.

However, Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd refused to commit to the 2020 figures, saying it was premature to set firm targets before he receives a comprehensive report he has commissioned on the issue, due next year.

The US Senate decision was welcomed by global warming campaigners in Bali. UN climate chief Yvo de Boer said it was an "encouraging sign" from the United States.

"This is a very welcome development," Alden Meyer of the Union of Concerned Scientists said. "It shows the increasing isolation of the Bush administration in terms of US policy on this issue."

David Waskow from Oxfam said the Senate legislation was a positive signal to developing nations and others in Bali that America may be ready to assume a more active role in battling climate change.

"It's one of the things that point the way to having the United States re-engage in the negotiations, and really I think in many ways demonstrates the US leadership on these issues," he said.

Further momentum for serious greenhouse gas cuts, which experts say are needed to stave off the most destructive effects of rising temperatures, came from a petition released today by a group of at least 215 climate scientists who urged the world to reduce emissions by half by 2050.

"We have to start reducing greenhouse gas emissions as soon as we possibly can," said Australian climatologist Matthew England. "It needs action. We're talking about now."

The United States and ally Japan are proposing that the post-Kyoto agreement favour voluntary emission targets, arguing that mandatory cuts would threaten economic growth needed to fund technology to effectively fight global warming.

Failure to reach a new international consensus on curbing emissions, experts warn, will raise the threat of catastrophic droughts and floods, increased heat waves and disease, and sea level rises caused by melting polar ice.

Source says U.S. is looking to China, India for help in Bali to blunt emissions curb

By Brad Knickerbocker
Christian Science Monitor

December 6, 2007

United Nations conferences on the environment a la various "Earth Summits," serve two fundamental purposes: They give nations, collectively, a chance to outline and set goals for progress. The results are usually general - critics might say weak - since they're arrived at by consensus.

Such conferences also give nations, individually, a chance to promote their own points of view and to form alliances to work around (and sometimes try to change) the general goals.  

The climate-change conference of some 190 countries taking place this week in Bali, Indonesia, is no exception.

It's probably not a coincidence that Germany announced this week its legislative plan to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions by about 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, an article in this paper reported. This move directly addresses the country's main challenge regarding global warming and greenhouse gases. A Reuters report continues

"Germany's CO2 reduction has stagnated since the mid-'90s. Most of its 18 percent cut to date since 1990 is due mainly to the collapse of the heavily polluting Communist East German industry that disappeared after unification."

Meanwhile, China, which is passing the United States as the world's largest greenhouse-gas emitter, is touting its plans to build eight biomass plants in leading grain-producing provinces in hopes of cutting carbon dioxide emissions from electricity generation. Another Reuters story spells out the significance:

"The plants have a total installed capacity of 200 megawatts and are expected to burn 1.6 million tons of stalks a year. 'Compared with coal-fired power plants, these biomass projects are expected to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 800,000 tons annually,' Xinhua news agency quoted Cui Mengshan of the National Bio Energy Company as saying."

Despite these signs of greening, China, like the United States, is resisting mandatory greenhouse-gas reductions imposed by international agreement, according to a report from the Bloomberg news service:

" 'Third-world countries should not be forced to accept any mandatory measures,' Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao said recently.... 'It's a game of hide and seek now,' said Lo Sze Ping, campaign director of Greenpeace China. 'The US is trying to hide behind China, and China istrying to hide behind the US. This kind of attitude is not going to help us avoid disastrous climate change.' "

A report in Germany's Der Spiegel, said to be based on "a source familiar with the Bush administration's Bali strategy," says the White House "is discreetly searching for partners in Beijing and Delhi [India] to derail the prospects for any binding agreements to curb emissions of greenhouse gases." The story continues:

"According to the source, Washington is hoping that the two greenhouse gas emitters will openly declare during the conference that they are unwilling to accept any binding limits on emissions of greenhouse gases - at least not as long as the US is unwilling to do more or if the Western industrial nations do not provide them with more financial aid for climate protection initiatives. If successful, the US could use the tactic to prevent itself from becoming an isolated scapegoat if negotiations in Bali end in a stalemate."

Such back-channel maneuvering is particularly disconcerting to the smaller, poorer countries that scientists say may be hardest hit by the effects of climate change. At Bali, they're asking richer nations to fill the "Adaptation Fund" set up to finance such projects as sea walls, improved water supplies, and training in new agricultural techniques.

However, the fund remains far below the projected need, setting up potential conflict between industrial nations most responsible for human-caused global warming and countries, including tiny island nations, in the western Pacific. An Associated Press story from the Bali conference points to one example:

"As seas expand from warming and from the runoff of melting land ice, higher and higher tides are eating away at tiny places like theCarterets, a sandy atoll of a half-dozen islands in the South Pacific. Its 3,000 people, no longer able to grow taro, their staple crop, are preparing to abandon the islands over the next several years, resettling on designated land on nearby Bougainville island. The islanders have a relocation appropriation of 2 million kina in local currency ($800,000), but to move 600 families that 'doesn't go a long way,' said their representative, Ursula Rakova. 'We still need more money, from people like America,' she said."

Now that Australia's new Labor Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has ratified the Kyoto Protocol, the US is the only major developed nation opposed to that agreement's binding goal of cutting greenhouse-gas emissions by an average of at least 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. 

But in its search for a plan to reduce greenhouse gases without causing economic harm, US officials insist they're not being obstructionist, according to Reuters reports. "We're not here to be a roadblock," US delegation leader Harlan Watson said on the opening day of the Bali meeting:

"The United States intends to be flexible and work constructively on a Bali roadmap," [Mr. Watson] said, referring to plans for Bali to launch two years of negotiations on a new UN-led deal to fight climate change beyond 2012."

* This weekly feature appears with links at csmonitor.com

Global warming may heat up conflicts, too

By Mark Sappenfield 

Christian Science Monitor

December 6, 2007

To this day, nearly a quarter-century after he left, Loknath Das is afraid to return to the village where he was born.

The reason he gives is one heard throughout this corner of India, where Himalayan peaks give way to fertile flood plains: Immigrants from Bangladesh are taking over.

It is a visceral fear in India's Northeast, where people say they feel under siege - their culture, politics, and security threatened by a tide of Bangladeshis who are here illegally. "On the surface there is peace," says Mr. Das, who says he was forced out of his village through intimidation and murders by immigrants. "But this migration is a tragedy for us."

For now, there is relative calm. But security analysts worry that unrest could flare up again because of a new threat: global warming. As negotiators gather in Bali, Indonesia, this week to begin work on an agreement to fight climate change worldwide, concern is mounting that altered weather patterns will stoke conflict in various parts of the globe. 

And this area of South Asia sits atop most experts' watch lists.

Bangladesh is not only one of the countries most vulnerable to climate change, it is also chronically unstable. It is in the midst of a political crisis and showing signs of nascent Islamist fundamentalism. The effects of global warming could amplify the forces of instability, experts say.

That remains an extreme view. The clearest threat, most agree, is a mass migration that sparks renewed conflict in the Indian Northeast - an independentÂ--minded area of mountains and jungles fiercely proud of its distinct heritage and already fretted by a dozen insurgencies.

"It is the No. 1 conflict zone for climate change," says Peter Schwartz, chairman of the Monitor Group, a research firm in San Francisco that recently released a study on the security risks presented by climate change.

That field of study is relatively new, but analysts are beginning to lay the map of forecasted climate change over the map of political weakness to see where changes in weather could lead to volatility. No one argues that climate change alone will lead to war. But analysts suggest that it could be a pivotal factor that tips vulnerable regions toward conflicts.

"Climate change is a threat multiplier," says Geoff Dabelko, director of the Environmental Change and Security Program at the Woodrow Wilson Institute in Washington. "It's not that it creates a whole new set of problems, it's that it will make things that are already a problem worse."

For that reason, few expect climate change to throw Europe or North America into chaos. Both have the political stability and economic resources to cope. Areas that lack these advantages - such as sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, and South Asia - are most at risk, experts say.

History suggests that climate can help breed political instability. One recent study charted climate changes, wars, and several other variables back to the 1400s. It found that significantly cooler periods were characterized by large-scale crop loss, starvation, and conflict.

Stronger storms predicted

"There was certainly a discernible effect," says Peter Brecke, an associate professor at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta and coauthor of the study, published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Earth today is warming, not cooling. But "the model is such that if you apply it with warmer climate, you should see similar effects," Professor Brecke says.

The scenario for Bangladesh requires little imagination:

* It is a frequent target of severe weathÂ-Â-er. During the worst floods, one-third of the country can be submerged. Last month's cyclone Sidr was an example of the kind of storms many scientists say will become more frequent in the future. Aid groups say the death toll in Bangladesh from Sidr could reach 10,000.

* Most of Bangladesh is flat and coastÂ-Â-al, meaning that a sea-level rise of only three feet could consume 10 percent of the country, experts say.

Bangladesh is the delta for several major river systems. They are fed by runoff from the Himalayan Mountains and provide the country with its fresh water. As Himalayan glaciers warm and melt, the rivers are expected to flood more in the short term. Later, as the glaciers disappear, they will become drier, which could lead to fresh water shortages.

"This is a very precarious piece of geography," says Adil Najam, one of the lead authors of the last two reports from the UN-sponsored InterÂ-govÂ-ernÂ-mental Panel on Climate Change. "What we are talking about is an intensification of this to levels taking it even more out of control."

Even now, many Bangladeshis cannot cope. Last month, Selim Hossain Howladar's home vanished, swept away by the 150-m.p.h. winds of cyclone Sidr. "I have seen so many cyclones in my lifetime, but I have never seen anything that could flatten entire villages like it has done this time," says Mr. Howladar, a fisherman from the village of coastal village of Sarankhola.

Where Howladar's house used to be is now just a clearing. The trawler he bought last year with a loan was torn to pieces by the storm. "I don't even have a fishing net," he says. "What can I do but move to the city?"

In the north of the country, the story is the same. Three years ago, 25 Hindu families lived in the border village of Itapota. Now only one remains. Floods have driven off the rest, who are looking for work across the border in India.

"When you have nothing left to lose, does it matter where you live?" asks Haripada, patriarch of the last remaining Hindu family in his village. "You live where you think you might find work and earn some money."

Evidence suggests that current migration is mostly toward the capital, Dhaka, but people from border districts are increasingly going to India for seasonal employment.

"Bangladesh is so densely populated," says Ainun Nishat, head of the World Conservation Union office in Bangladesh, "as climate-change impacts cause food shortages and lack of employment, desperation will drive people far afield to seek out a means of survival."

The population shifts could exacerbate security issues beyond BangÂ-Â-ladesh's borders.

For now, Bangladesh's Islamists are largely confined to a narrow band of remote hills in the extreme southeast. But if global warming creates more "dead land" - abandoned because it has been made infertile by sea-level rise, it could "create space for [terrorists] to operate," says Peter Ogden of the Center for American Progress, who cowrote a study titled "The Security Implications of Climate Change."

More stress for a stressed nation

That would be an unwelcome development for a country frequently under duress. In its 36 years of independence, Bangladesh has had 14 governments - four of which were replaced by military coups. The current government is again under military stewardship, with civilian leaders being rounded up on corruption charges.

"This is an added stress on a country that doesn't necessarily have the capacity" to deal with it, Mr. Ogden says.

More certainly any increase in migration will increase competition for land, water, and jobs. In India, the border district of Dhubri is already being pushed to its limits. Many of the environmental trends that stress Bangladesh are present here, too. For instance, Dhubri is losing huge swaths of land each year to the wandering course of the Brahmaputra River.

Like many in Bangladesh, Ramzan Ali has lost his livelihood because of it. He squats on an embankment of silt above what used to be his farmland. Today it is under water. Of the four acres he once had, he now has less than one, and that is fallow because of siltation. The family's only income comes from his son, who works in a mill in Dhubri town.

Squeezed by erosion and the arrival of Bangladeshi migrants, other families have had to move upriver permanently - where, ironically, they, too, are seen by the people there as Bangladeshis. According to recent voting records, 99 percent of the residents in the area nearest the Bangladeshi border are migrants.

"Our land is shrinking," says Abdul Hamid Sheikh, standing in a shallow skiff that ferries locals to the river island of Bhasani Char. "If this migration continues, it will affect us, too."

Experts expect the effects to intensify as global warming intensifies, with more Bangladeshis being forced into India.

The fear is that this fate awaits every state in the Northeast. In the wake of the turmoil of Bangladeshi independence in 1971, one state, Tripura, saw its indigenous people consigned to a minority by Bangladeshi refugees. In India, virtually every state has its own lineage of kings, literary heritage, and language. Migration threatens to extinguish local cultures. This has made the people of the Northeast fierce guardians of their cultural identity.

On one hand, it has given rise to nuÂ-Â-merous anti-Indian, pro-independence insurgencies. On the other, it has created a climate of paranoia about Bangladesh, a country of 150 million people packed into an area roughly the size of Iowa.

For this reason, the debate about Bangladeshi migration here is often based not on fact or reasoned analysis, but "on conjecture and perception," says R.N. Mathur, director-general of police in Assam, the state at the heart of the Northeast - and the migration debate. "The issue is mainly political."

Politicians stoke local fears

And politicians have used it, stoking local fears and heightening tensions.

"This [migration] is a design," says Prafulla Mahanta, a member of the state assembly of Assam and one of the leaders of Assam's antimigrant protests during the 1980s. "Their aim is to convert Assam into an Islamic state."

Police official Mr. Mathur has not seen evidence of this. The Bangladesh border has been a corridor for small numbers of terrorists to enter India, security officials say - a primary reason for the construction of a 2,100-mile fence. But migration and security "are separate issues," he says.

Militants have not found haven among migrant communities, he adds: "They are not using areas of Assam as a base of terror operations."

The depth of the distrust is compounded by the almost total isolation of the two communities from each other. Sitting on his porch amid the primary colors of Dhing's British-era bungalows, D.N. Hazarika says that he does not know what to make of the "many new faces."

"The newspapers are always telling us that they are coming with weapons in their hands, and the government always says that they are up to something," says the former high school principal with equal measures of consternation and confusion. "But I cannot give you any proof."

"We do not know where they come from," he adds. "What is their ambition?"

The divide is not the traditional Indian divide: Hindus versus Muslims. Like Mr. Hazarika, few in Assam draw any distinction between the Hindus and Muslims who have been here for generations. The concern surrounds Muslims who are more Bengali in custom and speech - and who, it is feared, will usurp the Assamese, either by migration or higher birthrates.

At this point, the potential for global warming to add to the trend has not reached the streets. "I have not come across views on this subject at all," says Mathur, the police official.

Memories of killings

But the past offers a window into what happened the last time the Assamese felt in danger of being overwhelmed by Bangladeshis. In 1983, at the height of a six-year antimigrant campaign of protests and strikes, a band of Assamese killed some 3,000 Muslims believed to be Bangladeshi migrants.

For Loknath Das and other former residents of the riverside village of Sutargaon, though, 1983 brings back different memories. It was the year that they say migrants killed Chandra Kanta Das as he walked back to his home alone. Within two years, all the original villagers had fled.

Tonu Ram Das, anÂ-Â-other displaced resident, points out landmarks in the village: the pond where he fished as a boy; the place where his house stood - now two shacks by a stand of bamboo; his family's farmland, where he harvested rice and jute. At last, he stands gingerly on a small causeway. This is the place where Chandra Kanta Das was murdered, he says.

"I hardly come here anymore," he says. "It is painful because I remember my childhood."

Loknath Das is even more cautious. Seated under the shade of a simul tree, he says: "We don't dare to venture into their village after nightfall."

Six places in the world where climate change could cause political turmoil

By Mark Sappenfield

Christian Science Monitor

December 6, 2007

Nepal: Unforeseen flash point

When it came to climate change fueling conflict, "Nepal was not on people's watch list," says Marc Levy, a political scientist at Columbia University. But several experts now say the country's Maoist insurgency has received a substantial boost from global warming.

During the past decade, a change in precipitation patterns and the shrinking of glaciers - events linked to climate change - have put added stress on Nepal's impoverished western hill districts. "There is a lack of irrigation," says Bishnu Upreti of the National Centre for Competence Research in Kathmandu, Nepal. As snowmelt and glacial runoff have been interrupted, he says, "it has caused a lot of tension."

Maoists have used this to their advantage. These areas "were expecting help from the government, but the government was not able to handle the difficulties," Mr. Upreti says. Maoists stoked these frustrations to turn people against the government. 

Many highland Nepalis have left, overcrowding lowland districts along the border with India. Twenty years ago, 18 percent of the population lived in these districts, which make up one-fifth of Nepal's area. Today, nearly half of all Nepalis live there.

Says Geoff Dabelko, director of the Woodrow Wilson Institute's Environmental Change and Security Program in Washington: "It's becoming harder for people in the highlands to earn a living."

Indonesia: Unintended effects

The motive is good: To reduce its carbon footprint, the European Union wants 5.75 percent of its nations' vehicles to run on biofuel by 2010. The result in Indonesia, however, has been an unprecedented acceleration of deforestation to create plantations for palm oil - one type of biofuel - to serve Europe.

The impact is twofold. First, the pace of deforestation has made Indonesia the third-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, behind only the United States and China, in part because of fires lit by some Indonesians to clear land. As a result, an area that covers 0.1 percent of Earth's landmass accounts for 4 percent of global emissions, according to Greenpeace.

Second, Indonesia's indigenous people rely on the forests for their livelihood. As the deforestation accelerates in already volatile regions like Papua and West Kalimantan, tensions are also mounting.

"In the near future there is the possibility of conflict between the community and the companies," says Bustar Maitar of Greenpeace, who has lived among villagers on the island of Sumatra. "The community will want to defend their land."

Conflicts could be an unintended effect of a biofuel program, agrees Geoffrey Dabelko, director of the Environmental Change and Security Project in Washington.

Lagos, Nigeria: Megacity on the brink

Sea-level rise presents a threat to coastal cities worldwide, but the threat is thought to be particularly acute for cities such as Lagos, Nigeria - already tressed to its limits by a population of 17 million and at the center of an unstable region.

Not only might sea-level rise directly affect Lagos, but migration patterns suggest that villagers displaced by the effects of global warming will head to the city seeking jobs. The scenario also suggests that Lagos could be forced to deal with a tide both of water and of refugees from elsewhere along the Gulf of Guinea, along Africa's Atlantic coast.

"Even in a time of relative stability, there is very little civil governance, and very little ability to serve huge numbers of people with basics like electricity, clean water, healthcare, or education," writes US Air Force Gen. Charles Wald (ret.) in "National Security and the Threat of Climate Change," a report by CNA Corp., a research firm in Alexandria, Va. "If you add rising coastal waters and more extreme weather events ... it makes the possibility of conflict very real."

Criminals and antigovernment groups already have a substantial presence in the city. The instability created by the effects of climate change could provide them with the ability to work more vigorously, adds Peter Ogden of the Center for American Progress and a coauthor of the study "The Security Implications of Climate Change."

United States: A new global â[#x20ac][#x2dc]National Guardâ[#x20ac][TM]?

Hurricane Katrina raised concerns that the US National Guard could be overstretched by its dual roles as both war fighters and as first responders during disasters. Climate change could provide the same test for all of America's armed forces.

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Adm. Michael Mullen, has extolled the military's role in helping those affected by the South Asian tsunami of 2005. With climate forecasters suggesting that major weather disasters will likely increase, the United States military is being forced to consider whether it has the resources to continue to play a major role in providing disaster relief.

But it also exposes America to new risks. "What if a terrorist attack had killed servicemen in Indonesia?" asks Peter Ogden, senior policy analyst for national security and international policy at the Center for American Progress, a Washington, D.C., think tank. "To what extent are we prepared for that?"

Moreover, there is the question of whether US forces could attend to both disaster relief and war-fighting.

"If the frequency of natural disasters increases with climate change, future military and political leaders may face hard choices about where and when to engage," says a study by CNA Corp., a research group in Alexandria, Va.

Arctic: Melting ice and the race for oil

In August, a Russian submarine planted a Russian flag on the seabed beneath the North Pole. Perhaps it would have been more appropriate for the Russians to have waved a green flag, because the act symbolically started the race to claim the oil beneath Arctic ice.

As Arctic ice floes melt, suboceanic oil fields never before accessible will become reachable. Countries including Russia, Canada, Norway, and the United States are seeking to extend their authority as far as possible in the seafloor. "We assumed that most of the sovereignty debates had been settled," says Geoffrey Dabelko, who studies climate change and security. "This changes the sovereignty question in a fundamental way."

It could pit traditional allies - such as the US and Canada - against each other. And if large portions of the Arctic become navigable for large portions of the year, a list of other possible threats emerges.

"The US Navy is concerned about the retreat and thinning of the ice canopy and its implications for naval operations. A 2001 Navy study concluded that an ice-free Arctic will require an 'increased scope of naval operations,' " notes a climate change report by CNA Corp., a nonprofit group in Alexandria, Va.

East Africa: Desertification beyond Darfur

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon has famously and controversially linked the conflict in Darfur to global warming. Though experts are wary of connecting Darfur directly to climate change, they say the rapid desertification of East Africa has played a role - and that this trend is only accelerating.

Decreased food production has set off large-scale migrations across the region. In Somalia, this created "the instability upon which the warlords capitalized," says Sherri Goodman, general counsel for CNA Corp., a nonprofit research organization that issued a report on climate change and US national security. In Darfur, food scarcity is thought to have brought herders and agriculturalists into conflict with one another.

These patterns hold true across East Africa - from Kenya to Uganda to Eritrea, with desertification and rising populations creating enormous pressures on shrinking resources. Food production in some parts of the region is expected to decline by as much as 70 percent in the future, according to a recent UN report. It is the speed of this change, accelerated by global warming, that is of greatest concern to many analysts.

"It's not the absolute scarcity of resources - it's always been dry in Africa - but it is the rate of change," says security analyst Geoffrey Dabelko. "When it changes so rapidly, institutions don't have time to respond."

Sacred cow: Manatee keeps its status

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission left the manatee atop the state's list of endangered species.

The Miami Herald

December 6, 2007

The manatee kept its endangered status Wednesday, in no small part because of its equally important standing as the state's politically sacred sea cow.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission backed away from a controversial move to downgrade a creature popular with the public and, more importantly, Gov. Charlie Crist, who made it clear he wanted the mammals left atop the state's list of endangered species.

After hearing from nearly three dozen people on both sides of a six-year battle over the health of Florida's manatee population, the commission put that move and any others involving imperiled species on indefinite hold. Instead, it The commission unanimously agreed to order a new review of both manatees and the state's entire process of ranking at-risk species -- a system environmentalists charge the agency skewed to weaken wildlife protections. 

Commissioner Kenneth Wright, a Winter Park attorney, used a seasonal spin to argue the agency's integrity was at stake if wildlife managers ignored public perceptions when declaring an animal on the road to recovery.

THE SCIENCE

''I find myself like the judge in the movie Miracleon 34th Street. I am presented with a set of facts and scientific information in order to make a ruling that Santa Claus does not exist,'' he said ``All that science makes no difference if in the end, public policy says Santa exists.''

The decision was a major setback for boaters, builders and businesses who have pushed to knock manatee down a notch to the less severe level of ''threatened,'' pointing to annual surveys showing populations growing under the existing array of slow-speed zones and coastal building construction. They argue there's no need to fix or add to protections that already work.

THE NUMBERS

The Florida Manatee, classified as endangered for four decades, was estimated to number under 1,500 only a decade ago. Some 3,000 of the slow-moving marine mammals are believed to roam Florida's coastal waters and rivers today.

Peggy Matthews, government relations consultant for the American Watercraft Association, urged commissioners to follow the recommendations of its science staff and not ``take Florida back to the dark ages and the Bubba system of politics.''

''If the classification is not done today, why bother?'' she said. ``We spent thousands and thousands of hours participating in the process to see it derailed at the last minute.''

Environmentalists praised the action, calling it an opportunity to correct a flawed imperiled species system that downplays problems and reduces protections.

The state, at the behest of business and development interests, spent several years overhauling its previous method of ranking at-risk animals. In 2005, the FWC adopted international standards used by the World Conservation Union but tinkered with accompanying rankings. Under what activists call a ''misalignment,'' the state wanted to label manatee ''threatened'' while the conservation union elevated it to ''endangered'' three months ago.

''We think it's good science. We think the outcome is broken'' said Pat Rose, executive director of the Save The Manatee Club.

The ruling also puts pending decisions to reclassify a number of animals, including the bald eagle, peregrine falcon and Panama City crayfish, on hold.

PRESS FOR CHANGE

Wildlife managers have championed the change in the manatee's status for years, putting it on the agenda five times since 2003 but never making a final decision.

But with three new Crist-appointed commissioners, views changed -- even among the four hold-over members who previously supported the change and overhaul of the listing process.

`LIGHT WENT ON'

Kathy Barco, a construction company owner from Jacksonville who had backed the downlisting, said ''the light went on'' when she began learning how a species' rank can affect an array of regulations and protection efforts, from federal funding to county land-use plans.

Ron Bergeron, a Broward County developer named to the commission in August, said it was clear the state needs to review how it handles certain species, particularly those that face extraordinary pressure from humans.

''We need to use science but we also need to apply common sense,'' he said. Animals such as the manatee and Florida panther, he said, are ``not like the bald eagle that sits up in a tree and is not in conflict with a million boats or 10 million cars.''

Jessica Koelsch, marine program manager for the Ocean Conservancy, called the agency's steps ''encouraging'' but worries what result could amount to an animal ``popularity contest.''

''It can't be confined to the manatee,'' she said. ``The flatwoods salamander, and all other non-cuddly species, should get the same treatment.''

Environmentalists credited Crist for turning the tide on a manatee move that once seemed inevitable.

The governor, whose questions won the manatee a reprieve from commissioners three months ago, expressed the same concerns environmentalists have pointed to for years -- uncertainty about population numbers, particularly in the difficult-to-survey back country waters of Southwest Florida, and increasing fatalities from boats as well as other threats like red tide.

In 2006, officials recorded 86 manatee deaths from boats, the second-highest number ever, and a record 416 deaths overall. Fatalities this year, at 295 through Nov. 23, are running slightly below the five-year average however.

Commissioners, charged with overseeing the state's wildlifes, insisted they weren't simply bowing to pressure from Tallahassee.

''I am not acting on directions from the governor,'' Wright said, ``I happen to agree with the governor.

Full Senate gets first major bill on warming

The San Francisco Chronicle

December 6, 2007 

Congress took its first significant step in the fight against global warming Wednesday as a Senate committee voted to send a bill to cut greenhouse gases to the Senate floor next year.

The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee's 11-8 vote sets up a contentious debate in Congress over climate change that could have an impact on the presidential and congressional elections.

"This is a historic moment," California Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer, who chairs the committee, said teary-eyed at the end of the nine-hour hearing. "What happened here today will not go unnoticed. The whole world is watching."

Boxer was under intense pressure to finish the bill this week while world leaders are gathered at a climate change summit at Bali, Indonesia, to show the world that Congress is moving closer to acting on climate change even though the Bush administration still opposes mandatory cuts in emissions. 

"The United States simply has to take a leadership role," said Sen. John Warner, R-Va., one of the chief sponsors of the bill. "We are the superpower in the world, and we've got to utilize our status to try to correct a situation all of us acknowledge is causing hardship through fluctuations in temperature throughout the world."

The bill is modeled on California's market-based climate program. It would set a mandatory cap on emissions and would create a national trading system in which polluters could buy or sell credits to emit greenhouse gases.

The measure would cap greenhouse gas emissions starting in 2012 and require power plants, large manufacturers and the transportation sector to gradually reduce their emissions by 62 percent from 1990 levels by 2050.

But the heated debate at Wednesday's hearing showed there is still no clear consensus in Congress on solutions to the climate crisis. Warner was the lone Republican to join Democrats and two independent senators on the committee to support the bill.

Most Republicans on the panel warned that the bill could raise energy costs for American businesses and consumers and might not slow rapid temperature increases if emissions in China and India continue to grow.

"This bill is all pain and no gain," said Sen. James Inhofe of Oklahoma, the committee's ranking Republican.

The sharpest debate came over the issue of rising emissions from China and India. The United States historically has been the world's largest emitter - and it continues to be the world's largest per-capita emitter. But China, with a booming economy fueled by coal-fired power plants, is overtaking the United States in total emissions.

"We can do what we want, and Europe can do whatever it wants, but if China and India continue to do what they want, we will have zero impact on world carbon dioxide levels," said Sen. David Vitter, R-La.

But Warner, who warned of the national security implications if rising sea levels lead to mass population displacements, said the United States must stop using China and India as an excuse not to limit emissions.

"If we don't act, China and India will simply hide behind America's skirts of inaction and take no steps of their own," he said.

Republicans offered several amendments to boost nuclear energy, which some tout as a possibility for solving global warming because nuclear plants produce electricity without emitting greenhouse gases. But the measures were defeated after Boxer warned they would kill the bill.

Many of the GOP amendments were symbolic: One would have opened waters off the shore of several Southern states to drilling if natural gas prices increased because of the bill. Another would have pulled the plug on the bill if China and India didn't pass similar measures within 10 years. Still another measure would have required businesses to tell the Securities and Exchange Commission about how much it would cost them to comply with the bill. The committee rejected them.

A measure to prevent states like California or municipalities from enacting their own climate rules also was defeated. 

The bill "continues to let the states do their trailblazing work," Boxer said.

The panel also added a low-carbon fuel standard - modeled on a California rule - that would require a 5 percent cut in the carbon content of transportation fuels by 2015 and a 10 percent cut by 2020. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who approved a similar standard in January, made calls to lawmakers in recent weeks lobbying for the measure.

But other efforts to toughen the bill failed. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., offered an amendment to require an 80 percent reduction from 1990 levels by 2050, in line with what some scientists say is needed to limit the worst potential effects of global warming.

But Sen. Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., a chief sponsor of the bill, said the deeper cuts would not pass. "The most important thing is to get something passed, to get something started," Lieberman said.

Sanders also lost on a measure, backed by Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., that would have required the permits to emit greenhouse gases to be auctioned to companies rather than given away. The bill gives away most permits at first and gradually moves to auction them over time. But Sanders warned it could lead to windfall profits for some electric utilities and manufacturers.

Supporters hailed the panel's voting out of the bill as a major step, but insiders say it faces long odds in the Senate, where 60 votes are needed to pass any major bill.

The measure has three Republican co-sponsors - Sens. Norm Coleman of Minnesota, Elizabeth Dole of North Carolina and Susan Collins of Maine. Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, has sponsored a separate climate bill. But supporters of climate legislation might have lost another key Republican vote: Arizona Sen. John McCain, who recently said he'll support a bill only if it boosts nuclear power.

The House has been waiting for Senate action, but House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman John Dingell, D-Mich., has pledged to push forward on a climate change measure next year. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, has said it will be one of the House's top priorities in this session.

The battle lines for the debate are already being drawn. Schwarzenegger and groups of environmentalists, scientists and evangelical leaders released letters this week supporting the bill. The U.S Chamber of Commerce and the National Mining Association released their own letters, warning of the bill's costs.

Inhofe promised "an enormous floor flight" next year to defeat the bill. But Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., who played a key role in brokering a deal over the climate bill, predicted: "The votes are going to be there. They're going to be there because it's the right thing to do."

Key provisions of climate bill  

The bill passed Wednesday by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, among other things, would:

-- Cap emissions of greenhouse gases starting in 2012, and gradually reduce emissions by 62 percent from 1990 levels by 2050. 

-- Cover about 80 percent of U.S. emissions, mostly from electric utilities, major manufacturers and fuel refiners. 

-- Allow polluters to buy, sell and trade credits to emit greenhouse gases. 

-- Create a Federal Reserve-type board to monitor the trading system, and make adjustments if the costs of the program rose too quickly. 

-- Use the proceeds from auctions of the credits to develop new energy technologies and help low-income consumers pay their energy bills. 

-- Create a low-carbon fuel standard, modeled on California's rules, cutting the carbon content of transportation fuels by 10 percent in 2020. 

To read the complete text of the global warming bill go to

thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:s2191:

Source: Chronicle staff report. 

"This is a historic moment. What happened here today will not go unnoticed. The whole world is watching."

Global warming as deja vu; U of T scientist thinks greenhouse effect saved primitive life eons ago

Peter Calamai

Toronto Star

December 6, 2007

The greenhouse effect likely saved primitive life from extinction on a frigid "Snowball Earth" 700 million years ago, a University of Toronto expert in ancient climate concludes in research published today. 

And that set the stage for the eventual explosion of species that produced today's world, says Richard Peltier, a professor of atmospheric physics.

Peltier says carbon dioxide produced from the decay of minute organic particles in the oceans warmed the ancient atmosphere enough to prevent the entire planet from being covered with massive sheets of ice, a controversial theory dubbed Snowball Earth when it was first proposed a decade ago.

"The biosphere defended itself against a hard-snowball catastrophe. The planet was actually closer to a slushball than a snowball," he said. The researcher also pointed to a parallel between the Slushball Earth period and the past 150 years. In both cases the biosphere was controlling the climate, back then through the decay of organic particles in the ocean and today through carbon dioxide emitted by human activities.

For the rest of the world's life, the reverse has been true, with the climate controlling the biosphere, Peltier said. 

But the leading proponent of Snowball Earth, Toronto-born Harvard geologist Paul Hoffman, dismissed this latest version of the slushball concept as "implausible."

"It's kind of like a miracle solution," he said in an interview.

The slushball-snowball debate is crucial to understanding how life evolved on Earth. Somehow primitive life such as algae and bacteria survived intense cycles of glaciation spread over 200 million years to allow the first fernlike animals to emerge 575 million years ago. These were followed 30 million years later by the Cambrian explosion of much more complex species that led to today's biodiversity, humans included.

The Snowball Earth theory has sparked intense debate among scientists since 1998, when it was popularized by Hoffman, who had been with the Geological Survey of Canada. Many biologists argue that evidence points to some normal biological activity continuing even during the height of glaciation in the period from 850 to 630 million years ago. That wouldn't have been possible with kilometre-thick ice covering the oceans.

Another leading expert in ancient climate mocked what he called these "yo-yo" scenarios, with the planet supposedly flipping back and forth between super ice houses and super greenhouses.

"The glaciations were harsh, but that does not justify piling up special pleadings on special pleadings just to make the tail wag the dog," emailed University of Ottawa professor Jan Veizer, a Fulbright Fellow at the California Institute of Technology.

Peltier reconstructed the Earth's ancient climate by combining two sophisticated computer models.

Working with PhD student Yonggang Liu and undergraduate John Crowley, the U of T professor fed the computer model a version of Earth in which the oceans harboured a hundred times higher levels of organic particles than they currently contain. His theory held that the oceans had stored vast amounts of organic material because the Earth was cooling.

But as the planet headed for the deep freeze, the laws of chemistry and physics pushed the oceans to emit vast amounts of carbon dioxide, the gas chiefly responsible for global warming. Peltier said this led to large open patches of water near the equator where primitive aquatic plants could still carry out crucial photosynthesis, which uses energy from sunlight to make food.

As Quebec moves to meet its share of Canada's Kyoto commitment... Ottawa is doing too little, too late

Canada NewsWire

December 6, 2007 

Greenpeace expressed its support for today's announcement by the government of Quebec to meet its share of Canada's Kyoto commitments. The announcement was made at the United Nations climate conference in Bali, Indonesia. The Quebec plan foresees greenhouse gas emission reductions of six per cent under 1990 levels by 2012. 

"Quebec is a leader and Ottawa is a laggard," explained Dave Martin, coordinator of the Climate and Energy campaign at Greenpeace. "Three years after the Kyoto agreement came into force, Ottawa still refuses to meet its Kyoto commitment."

The measures announced by Quebec environment minister Line Beauchamp today foresee the elimination of 4.5 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions yearly by 2012. These measures cover energy efficiency, transportation, new technologies, conversion from oil to cleaner or renewable green energy, and reduced emissions from waste.

Greenpeace says these measures, coupled with a previously announced 'green' tax on carbon fuel, give the province a real chance of rapidly attaining its share of the Kyoto objectives

"This plan is a very positive step, but Greenpeace is calling on the Quebec government to achieve its six per cent reduction before 2012," said Martin. "We must move quickly, because there can be no last minute solutions to the climate crisis."

Unfortunately, the efforts of Quebec will have little impact on Canada's ability to live up to its international commitments, as long as the Prime Minister Harper government refuses to take action.

"Canada must change direction and do everything possible to attain the objectives laid down in the Kyoto agreement," say Martin. "With an increase of 25 per cent in greenhouse gas emissions since 1990, Canada's record on global warming is one of the worst in the world." 


U.N. hails Senate climate steps
By Alister Doyle


Reuters


December 6, 2007

The United Nations praised on Thursday a step by a U.S. Senate committee to cut greenhouse gas emissions in the world's top carbon emitter even as Washington reaffirmed opposition to caps.

"That's a very encouraging sign from the United States," Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat, said at 190-nation U.N. talks in Bali, Indonesia, of a vote by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.

His comments rubbed in the isolation of President George W. Bush's administration at the December 3-14 talks. Australia's new government ratified the Kyoto Protocol on Monday, leaving the United States as the only developed nation outside the pact.

In Washington, the Senate committee voted 11-8 on Wednesday for legislation outlining a cap-and-trade system for industry, power generators and transport. The bill is headed for debate in the full Senate.

"It will not alter our position here," U.S. chief climate negotiator Harlan Watson told reporters in Bali of the vote. Bush has opposed mandatory caps on emissions, favoring instead big investments in clean technologies.

And Watson said Washington was pushing ahead with its own track by inviting big economies to Honolulu, Hawaii, next month for climate change talks after a first Washington meeting in September. He said he believed the dates were January 29 and 30.

BALI TO HAWAII

Bush wants 17 big emitters, accounting for more than 80 percent of world greenhouse gases, to agree to new climate goals by the end of 2008 -- just before Bush leaves office -- and feed into a new U.N. pact meant to be agreed by the end of 2009.

"Things are going well here," de Boer said of the negotiations that are seeking ways to bind all nations, including the United States and developing nations such as China and India, more tightly into a fight against climate change.

Bush says Kyoto would harm the U.S. economy and wrongly excludes goals for developing nations until 2012.

Separately, more than 200 climate scientists from around the world urged nations at the Bali talks to make deeper and swifter cuts to greenhouse emissions, mainly from burning fossil fuels.

They said governments had a window of only 10-15 years for global emissions to peak and decline, and that the ultimate goal should be at least a 50 percent reduction in climate-warming emissions by 2050.

"We appreciate this is a significant challenge for the world community," Professor Andy Pittman, from the University of New South Wales in Australia, told reporters in Bali.

"But it is what is required to reduce the risks of dangerous climate change, and that is what we are all trying to do here."

Professor Diana Liverman of Britain's Oxford University said the world was already seeing substantial impacts from global warming, but a warming of 2 degrees Celsius would have severe impacts in Africa, Australia, the polar regions and the Pacific Islands.

Outside the Bali conference centre, eight activists dressed as polar bears -- threatened by a melt of Arctic ice -- added a twist to the climate debate by holding banners reading: "Humans need help too."

Separately, the WWF conservation group said that 55 percent of the Amazon rainforest could be wiped out or severely damaged by 2030 by a "vicious feedback loop of climate change and deforestation."

It said the effects of warming could cut rainfall and aggravate current trends in farming, fires, droughts and logging in the world's largest tropical forest.

The Amazon basin is a giant store of carbon dioxide -- trees soak up the main greenhouse gas as they grow and release it when they rot or are burnt.
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UN Climate Change Conference is ‘test of our collective will’ – Ban Ki-moon

6 December - As he prepares to depart for the landmark United Nations Climate Change Conference in Bali, Indonesia, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged world leaders at the meeting – which he characterized as a “test of our collective will” – to negotiate an agenda to create a new deal to tackle global warming.

“Our ultimate goal is a comprehensive agreement on climate change that all nations can embrace,” he told reporters in New York, voicing hope that the Conference will yield a “roadmap to a better future.”

Mr. Ban, who is leaving for Bali on Saturday, pointed out that it is crucial to negotiate a new agreement to address the problem by 2009 so that it can enter into force in 2013 when the Kyoto Protocol, the current regime, expires. “Difficult as this path may be, we have no choice,” he said.

Transforming the global economy into an eco-friendly one provides an opportunity to jump-start growth and development, not hinder it, the Secretary-General – who has identified climate change as one of his top priorities – observed.

The latest report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) – a recipient of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize – estimated that curbing serious global warming would cost as little as 0.1 per cent of GDP over the next

30 years.

It also reported that existing technologies offering at least a 10 per cent rate of return on investment – ranging from energyefficient lightbulbs to alternative fuel sources – can slash the grown in energy use in the coming decades by half. “We want to unleash the power of markets, capital, innovation and entrepreneurship in our fight against global warming,” Mr. Ban said.

He underscored to reporters today his efforts to jump-start efforts to combat climate change, ranging from the largest-ever high-level meeting on the issue in September to his recent visits to Antarctica, the Amazon, the Andes, Lake Chad and

Central Africa to witness the problem first-hand.

The Secretary-General said that he has also been meeting and making phone calls to world leaders, including President George W. Bush of the United States, President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil, President Vladimir Putin of Russia, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India, Prime Minister Wen Jiabao of China and Prime Minister Kevin Rudd of Australia.

“Now comes Bali, our biggest moment yet,” the Secretary-General said. 
Negotiators in talks on core climate change issues at UN Conference.

6 December - Special negotiating groups created at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in

Bali are discussing the elements of a future roadmap for tackling the problem, technology transfer, deforestation and practical action on adaptation strategies for countries coping with adverse effects.

Several countries, including Brazil – on behalf of the caucus of developing countries known as the

“Group of 77” – as well as China, the United States, Japan and the European Union, have now put forward various proposals for developing the roadmap for a way forward after 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol regime for cutting greenhouse gas emissions will expire, according to Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

Earlier today, he said it was “encouraging” that many countries have come prepared to Bali with their own proposals on how the process should move forward.

Also today, the latest report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was formally presented to the Conference. The report warns that left unchecked, climate change could have catastrophic impacts.

Mr. de Boer said there had been a suggestion that the IPCC should be asked to update these reports in 2009, the year when future negotiations on a post-2012 climate change deal are expected to conclude. IPCC practice has been to prepare an assessment about every five years.

Countries are looking at the possibility of starting a round of pilot projects to reduce deforestation, which is claiming 13 million hectares each year, Mr. de Boer said.

On the talks on technology transfer, he welcomed the fact that the private sector is involved in offering solutions on the way forward.

Responding to press questions on whether Bali would yield a concrete reduction in targets, de Boer said industrialized countries needed to continue to take the lead in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and there was agreement that emissions needed to be reduced in the range of 25 - 40 per cent against 1990 levels to avoid the most catastrophic consequences of climate change.

At the same time, he said it would be more construc tive for the parties to agree on the necessary tools for reaching emission reductions instead of becoming bogged down in discussions over targets in Bali.

Meanwhile, the UN Climate Change Convention, the World Bank, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced a new project to bring larger numbers of clean development projects to Africa.

Building on a framework launched by former Secretary-General Kofi Annan last year in Nairobi, the new projects aim to make clean investment opportunities in Africa more attractive.

Increased employment could be climate change's silver lining –UN

6 December - Despite the detrimental effects brought on by climate change, new industries to combat global warming could

spur employment, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

“Millions of new jobs are among the many silver, if not indeed gold-plated linings on the cloud of climate change,” said Achim Steiner, UNEP’s Executive Director.

He pointed out that research shows that these are not just ‘green collar’ jobs targeted at the middle classes, but that opportunities abound for workers in areas ranging from construction, sustainable forestry and agriculture, engineering and

transportation.

“Talk of environmental sustainability and climate change often emphasizes the costs, but downplays the significant employment opportunities from the transition to a global economy that is not only resource efficient and without the huge

emissions of greenhouse gases, but one that also restores environmental and social values,” Mr. Steiner said.

The research is part of a draft report entitled “Green Jobs: Can the Transition to Environmental Sustainability Spur New Kinds and Higher Levels of Employment?” that was commissioned by UNEP.

It found that the United States environmental industry in 2005 generated over 5.3 million jobs, ten times the number in the country’s pharmaceutical industry.

Delhi, it noted, is introducing new eco-friendly compressed natural gas buses that will create 18,000 new jobs, while Brazil’s ethanol programme has lead to half a million new jobs.

Meanwhile, the top UN climate change official today said that greater efforts are necessary to extend the benefits of the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) – which allows projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions in

developing countries and contribute to sustainable development to earn certified emission reduction credits (CERs) – to Africa.

“There are 850 clean development mechanism projects in 49 developing countries, but only 23 of those projects are in Africa,” said Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). “It’s time that the benefits of this important Kyoto Protocol mechanism were expanded in Africa.”

Last November, former Secretary-General Kofi Annan launched the Nairobi Framework aimed at spreading the spreading the benefits of the CDM.

Since then, several projects have been launched in Africa, but the total number of CDM initiatives on the continent comprise only 2.6 per cent of the some 800 registered projects.
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**Secretary-General at Stakeout

And just some reminders:  At 3 this afternoon, the Secretary-General will speak to you and take your questions outside the Security Council stakeout in his last press appearance before he leaves this weekend for the climate change conference in Bali.

I was asked yesterday about the Secretary-General’s plans for speaking engagements here and by the end of the year.  We expect that the Secretary-General will talk to you at a press stakeout once he returns from his travels to Asia and Paris, in the second half of this month.  He does not intend to give a year-end press conference; instead, his next big press conference will be at the start of next year.
Question:  This is not a question, but more of a request.  If you could tell Mr. Adlerstein and his office when they come next week to prepare some materials, some specifics, about the greening of the UN building because that’s one aspect with Bali going on right now that we haven’t really heard a lot about.  It’s just more said in general, but there are no real specifics about what the plan is, how that ties into the capital mater plan. 

Deputy Spokesperson:  We will make sure we relay that.  And he will be the guest on 17th. 

===============================================================
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Bali Coverage





Positive aspect of climate change - it could generate jobs (The Hindu)


More Jobs Could Be Climate Change's Silver Lining (Scoop.co.nz)


'Silver Lining' to Climate Change – Green Jobs (YubaNet)


Paying to preserve rain forest will help poor, UN climate talks told (The Scotsman)


Vulnerable Communities Worldwide Adapt to Climate Change (Environment News Service)


News & Broadcast:  (The World Bank)


UNO rechnet mit Millionen neuer Jobs durch Klimawandel (AFP)


Achim Steiner: Every reason for optimism?  (Vivelecanada.ca)


Les scientifiques lancent un cri d'alarme (Radio-Canada.ca)


Green jobs" to outweigh losses from climate change (Reuters)


Climate change can create jobs – UN (AFP)


Climate change can create jobs: UN (Economic Times (India)


UNEP: "Silver lining" to climate change (Xinhua)


Climate change challenges create millions of jobs: UNEP (Kyodo)


UN climate change official calls for expanding CDM mechanism projects to Africa (Xinhua)


«A chacun sa part du fardeau du réchauffement»  (Libération) 





OTHER UN NEWS 
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UNEP AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IN THE NEWS








GENERAL ENVIRONMENT NEWS





Reuters - Climate change bill heads for full Senate


Washington Post - An Aquaculture Reality


Washington Post - In Shift, Dingell Steered Toward Fuel Standard


Associated Press - Senate Panel Advances Bill to Cut Greenhouse Gases


Associated Press - US Under Mounting Pressure at Bali


NY Times - Senate Panel Passes Bill to Limit Greenhouse Gases 


NY Times - E.P.A. Is Prodded to Require Cuts in Airliner Emissions 


NY Times - Manatees Retain Endangered Status 


Associated Press - Alabama Biodiesel faces pollution fine; activists seek more


Associated Press - Old wood stoves pumping out pollution along with heat


Associated Press - Brooklyn Bridge light switch: Energy-efficient bulbs to help cut greenhouse gases


Breaking News.ie - US stands firm against mandatory climate change cuts


Christian Science Monitor - Source says U.S. is looking to China, India for help in Bali to blunt emissions curb


Christian Science Monitor - Global warming may heat up conflicts, too


Christian Science Monitor - Six places in the world where climate change could cause political turmoil


Miami Herald - Sacred cow: Manatee keeps its status


San Francisco Chronicle - Full Senate gets first major bill on warming


Toronto Star - Global warming as deja vu; U of T scientist thinks greenhouse effect saved primitive life eons ago


Canada Newswire - As Quebec moves to meet its share of Canada's Kyoto commitment... Ottawa is doing too little, too late





OTHER UN NEWS





Reuters - U.N. hails Senate climate steps




































































