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Ya Libnan: World helps Lebanon clean up devastating oil spill

Monday, 15 January, 2007 


Beirut - Beyond the unforgivable loss of life, an Israeli attack that resulted in a massive oil spill turned Lebanon's stunning beaches into an unrecognizable toxic wasteland.

The spill, caused by Israeli missile attacks on a Lebanese power plant in the coastal town of Jiyye (south of Beirut), resulted in the release of an estimated 17,000 tons of oil into the Mediterranean Sea, ultimately affecting some 150 kilometers of coastline in Lebanon and Syria. The incident is considered Lebanon’s worst-ever environmental disaster.

The United Nations Environment Program lead an effort to help clean up and contain the 87-mile-long slick, pledging 50 million Euros ($65 million) in August 2006. 

In addition to the U.N. lead effort, a team of American and Lebanese workers has completed the cleanup of over 100 kilometers of contaminated coastline in Lebanon, stretching from Byblos to Enfeh.

The Lebanese Ministry of Environment joined with resources provided by USAID that included experts from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Response and Restoration; the State Department’s Bureau of Oceans, Environment and Science; the U.S. Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency also provided advice.

As part of the project, American workers trained more than 220 local Lebanese laborers, including fishermen, to perform critical clean up functions. Workers removed more than 36,000 bags of oil-contaminated waste from the coastline and targeted historic and economically critical areas for cleanup efforts.

Local Lebanese businesses also provided and operated heavy equipment and offered support services.

Areas affected by the oil spill lay less than 32 kilometers from Beirut, and included commercial harbors, public beaches and historic sites. Workers removed oil and oil-saturated material over half a meter deep from a trench at the Citadel of Anfeh, also known as “Raas Anfeh.” The trench was built for the eastside defense of the citadel, a structure that dates back to the Crusaders of the 12th century.

In the port of Byblos, a United Nations World Heritage Site, workers cleaned and repainted more than 100 damaged fishing boats. Byblos is one of the oldest continuously inhabited ports in the world, dating back 7,000 years to early Phoenician society, according to USAID. Those currently living there expressed gratitude for the cleanup effort.

“We, as citizens of Byblos, are glad for feeling the excellent human relation that happened spontaneously between both Lebanese and Americans,” the general manager of a Byblos hotel said. “We will be more than happy to keep contact with you, as true friends and welcome guests in a peaceful and clean Byblos in Lebanon.”

Pictures of the clean up

Oil solidifies when it sinks underwater and forms a carpet when it hits the sea bed. The clean-up underwater and on the shore is being done by the Sea of Lebanon Association (Bahr Loubnan) in conjunction with the Rafik Hariri Foundation. (Picture by Mohamed al-Sarji)

The oil is easier to remove from a sandy seabed than from a rocky sea floor. Most of this work has been done by hand. This picture, by the diving team leader, Mohamad al-Sarji, was taken at the start of the cleaning procedure. A team of Italian divers is also using suction equipment to try to remove oil from rocky areas.


Fishermen who were badly affected by the war and Israel's sea blockade of Lebanon have been employed to clean the beaches. The Sea of Lebanon Association is paying the fishermen $50 a day for their cleaning work. (Picture by Wael Hmaidan)


These plastic barrels are full of the semi-solid oil collected from the bottom of the sea. They are being stored temporarily at the site of the bombed out Jiyyeh power plant. (Picture by Wael Hmaidan)


These fishermen at Raouche Bay in Beirut seem unconcerned about the continuing pollution in the bay. (Picture by Wael Hmaidan)

Sources: Ya Libnan, GreenPeace, UNEP, BBC, USAID, New York Times

________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Network: 2008 Olympics: Beijing Rewards Those Who Report Polluters 
BEIJING, China, January 15, 2006 (ENS) - With 570 days to go before the 2008 Summer Olympic Games open here, city residents are being encouraged to help achieve the Olympic Committee's green goals and being paid for their efforts. 

Beijing citizens are reporting to authorities environmental offenses such as polluting factories, dusty construction sites and vehicles emitting black smoke. 

The city received 2,302 reports last year. Residents must deliver proof of their allegations in the form of photos or video footage as evidence along with their reports. 

"A total of 58,900 yuan (US$7,550) was awarded to the informants," in 2006, the Beijing Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau was quoted as saying in the "Beijing Daily" newspaper. 

Offenders responsible for 2,200 of the complaints have been punished and the other cases will be settled by the end of the month, according to the bureau. 

Municipal environmental authorities initiated the program in 2004 and the program will continue this year. 

The bureau says the city's air quality is improving. On December 24, 2006, the bureau said Beijing met its annual target of 65 percent clean air days with 238 days of level two air quality or better since January 1, 2006. 

The United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, and the International Olympic Committee, IOC, Thursday reaffirmed the environment as a major priority for the 2008 Olympic Games. 

Meeting at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, IOC President Jacques Rogge and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner discussed support for the green goals of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Organizing Committee. 

Rogge welcomed UNEP’s offer to conduct an environmental audit of the Beijing Olympics. 

Rogge and Steiner also agreed that the IOC will liaise with UNEP and with the Beijing Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games on a coordinated campaign to promote the environmental aspects of the Olympics. 

UNEP has worked with the IOC since 1994 in the belief that sport and mass spectator events can act as an important vehicle for galvanizing global interest and action for sustainable development. 

The environment is the third dimension of the Olympic Movement. It has become one of the main criteria for the evaluation and selection of cities to host the Olympic Games and is also a major priority for the preparation and staging of the Games. 

In November 2005, UNEP and the Beijing Organizing Committee signed an agreement aimed at making the summer Olympics of 2008 environmentally friendly. The agreement rests on Beijing's environmental ambitions in areas ranging from air, water and noise pollution up to transport, landscaping, and the disposal of solid waste. 

A key part of the plan and one in which UNEP will be actively involved is in the area of public awareness campaigns. 

Eric Falt, director of the UNEP Division of Communications and Public Information which will be spearheading the UN side of the Beijing agreement, said at the time, "Sport has the power to bridge the divide between communities and countries and in doing so help in our common quest for a more stable and peaceful world." 

"Part of that stability rests on a healthy and durable environment," Falt said. "So the commitments made by the organizing committee for the 2008 summer games have resonance both within and beyond the sporting world."

____________________________________________________________________________

Sueddeutsche Zeitung: Tödlicher Abfall

Von Monika Kronz
16.1.2006

Seehunde bleiben in Bierkisten stecken und verenden qualvoll, Fische und Seevögel strangulieren sich in über Bord geworfenen Netzen. Die Mägen vieler Tiere sind mit Plastikteilen - vom Feuerzeug bis zum Schraubverschluss - vollgestopft. 

Sie verhungern, weil das Plastik nicht ausgeschieden werden kann und im Magen kein Platz mehr für Nahrung ist. Wissenschaftler schätzen, dass jedes Jahr zahlenmäßig dreimal soviel Abfall ins Meer gelangt, wie Fisch herausgeangelt wird. In einem Report hat die UNEP (Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen) im vergangenen Jahr die Bedrohung des Ökosystems Ozean durch die zunehmende Müllverschmutzung deutlich gemacht und vor den Gefahren gewarnt. Eine gigantische Mülldeponie
Ob radioaktiver Abfall, der illegal im Meer verklappt wird, Chemikalien, Öl, Netze und Fischabfälle von Fangflotten oder täglicher Hausmüll - die Weltmeere verwandeln sich zunehmend in eine gigantische Mülldeponie. 
Nach Angaben der United Nations Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Pollution (GESAMP) stammen 80 Prozent des Mülls im Meer vom Festland und nur 20 Prozent von Standorten im Meer, etwa von Schiffen. Der Hauptanteil des Mülls besteht aus Plastik. 
Schon vor fast zehn Jahren, so fand die UNEP heraus, bestand rund 90 Prozent des Mülls im Nordpazifik aus Plastik. Forscher der Algalita Marine Research Foundation haben in Proben aus dem Zentralpazifik nordöstlich von Hawaii sechsmal mehr Kunststoff im Meer gefunden als Plankton. 
"Die UNEP gibt an, dass auf einen Quadratkilometer Ozean heute 18 000 Teile Plastikmüll kommen", sagt Kristina Gjerde, Beraterin für Hochseefragen bei der Weltnaturschutzunion IUCN. 70 Prozent des Mülls sinken zu Boden
Nach Angaben des Umweltprogramms der Vereinten Nationen sinken 70 Prozent des Mülls auf den Boden. Der Rest folgt den Meeresströmungen. "Dort wo die Strömung zirkuliert, sammeln sich die Abfälle, etwa im Nordostpazifik. 
Im Indischen Ozean und im Nordatlantik gibt es ähnlich funktionierende Müllströme, sie erreichen jedoch lange nicht das Ausmaß wie im Pazifik", erklärt Thilo Maack, Meeresbiologe bei der Umweltorganisation Greenpeace. Der Müll sammelt sich außerdem im Gebiet der sogenannten Äquatorialen Konvergenzzone, einer wenige hundert Kilometer breiten Tiefdruckrinne in der Nähe des Äquators, die den gesamten Erdball umgibt. 
Maack war vor kurzem vor Ort, im Pazifik. Zwischen der Westküste der USA und Hawaii herrscht ein riesiges Hochdruckgebiet, das einen gewaltigen Meeresstrudel erzeugt. Hier zirkuliert im Uhrzeigersinn der Müll. Die schwimmende Mülldeponie ist mittlerweile so groß wie Zentraleuropa. 
Der Müll legt weite Strecken zurück
Der Ozeanograf Curtis Ebbesmeyer aus Seattle hat bei einer Simulation des Strudels herausgefunden, dass der Müll dabei bis zu 13.000 Kilometer in drei Jahren zurücklegt. (Science online) 
Bis der Unrat von der Küste in den globalen Müll-Strudel gesaugt wird, vergeht einige Zeit. "Abfall, der von der nordamerikanischen Küste stammt, braucht zum Beispiel etwa fünf Jahre, bis er vom großen Strudel erfasst wird", erklärt Maack. "Nach 16 Jahren, die der Müll in der Zirkulation des Strudels gefangen war und sich dort angesammelt hat, gelangt er an die Peripherie und wird schließlich zum Beispiel an den Stränden von Hawaii angespült." 
Bei Kleinstlebewesen wie Plankton nimmt die Bedrohung durch die Müllverschmutzung ihren Anfang: Plankton baut selbst kleinste Plastikpartikel in die Zellen ein. An die Plastikteile lagern sich hochgiftige Substanzen wie das Insektizid DDT oder die krebsauslösende Chlorverbindung PCB an. Die Konzentration dieser Gifte ist dort millionenfach höher als im Meereswasser. 
Wenn die Kleinstlebewesen gefressen werden, gelangen die Giftstoffe in das Fettgewebe größerer Tiere und dann über die Nahrungskette letztendlich auch in den Körper der Menschen. Für alle größeren Tiere besteht nicht nur die Gefahr, sich im Müll zu verheddern oder zu strangulieren. Zwei von fünf Küken sterben.

Viele Tiere fressen zudem die oft giftigen Teile aller erdenklichen Müllstücke, weil sie sie für freischwimmende Fischeier oder andere Beute halten. "Statt eines Stücks Fisch würgt die Vogelmutter dann schon mal einen Flaschendeckel hoch. 
Zwei von fünf Albatrosküken erleben deshalb die Mauser nicht", sagt Maack. Nach Auskunft von Kristina Gjerde von der IUCN sterben jährlich eine Million Seevögel, 100 000 Meeressäuger und unzählige Fische an Plastikmüll. 
Doch nicht nur die Nahrungsaufnahme kann tödliche Folgen haben. "Mehrere Studien haben gezeigt, dass kleine Meeresbewohner den schwimmenden Müll als Floß benutzen und so in Gebiete vordringen, in die sie nicht gehören. Das kann zum Aussterben heimischer Arten führen", sagt Maack. Gelangen die fremden Spezies nämlich in Gebiete, in denen ein sensibles ökologisches Gleichgewicht zwischen den Meeresbewohnern herrscht, kann es passieren, dass der Eindringling den ursprünglich ansässigen Meeresbewohner verdrängt; entweder, indem er ihn direkt ausrottet oder indem er ihm seine Nahrungsgrundlage entzieht. 

Es gibt einige Vereinbarungen, die versuchen, das Müllproblem im Meer zu bekämpfen, wie etwa die Internationale Konvention zur Vorbeugung der Meeresverschmutzung durch Schiffe (MARPOL). 

Bedrohte Tiefsee

Diese Regelung verbietet das Entsorgen von Plastik im Meer. An Häfen sollen außerdem Möglichkeiten zum Recycling zur Verfügung gestellt werden. "Es ist jedoch sehr schwer, die illegale Entsorgung von Müll in den Griff zu bekommen. 

In Zukunft muss man härtere Regelungen treffen, die sich auch stärker auf den Schutz der Tiefsee konzentrieren", sagt Kristina Gjerde. "Da 80 Prozent des Mülls im Meer vom Festland stammen, müssen wir unsere Müllpolitik überdenken und auf biologisch abbaubare Stoffe setzen", sagt Maack. 

Plastik verrottet im Gegensatz natürlichen Stoffen wie Holz oder zu biologischen Abfällen so gut wie nicht. Metalle brauchen Jahrzehnte bis sie beginnen, sich im Meerwasser langsam aufzulösen, bei manchen Kunststoffsorten dauert es Jahrhunderte. Der Müll - wie auch die Folgen der Verschmutzung - wird also nicht in nächster Zeit aus unserem Sichtfeld verschwinden. 

Durch Lichteinfluss, chemische Prozesse und physikalische Kräfte wie Wellenbewegung und Reibung an Sand und Felsen zerbricht das Plastik. Irgendwann sind dann nur noch mikroskopisch kleine Stückchen, bunte Körnchen im Sand übrig, die das herausgefischte Plankton in allen Farben leuchten lassen.

___________________________________________________________________________

Der Spiegel: Plastikmüll fährt Karussell

15.1.2006

Ein gewaltiger Wirbel treibt Müll durch den gesamten Nordpazifik. US-Forscher haben die Bewegung jetzt in einem Modell simuliert und konnten so vorhersagen, dass der Abfall jahrelang unterwegs ist und über 10.000 Kilometer zurücklegt.

Der subarktische Meereswirbel ist ein gigantisches Karussell. Angetrieben von der Erdrotation und starken Winden rotieren riesige Wassermassen - und mit ihnen im Meer treibender Müll. Bis zu 13.000 Kilometer können Turnschuhe, Plastikspielzeug und anderes Treibgut binnen drei Jahren zurücklegen, um schließlich wieder am Ausgangspunkt anzugelangen. Dies hat der Ozeanograf Curtis Ebbesmeyer aus Seattle bei einer Simulation des Strudels herausgefunden.

Der sogenannte subarktische Wirbel rotiert im Pazifik zwischen Nordamerika und Asien. Der Strömungsverlauf war jedoch bislang nur in Grundzügen bekannt. Ebbesmeyer entwickelte gemeinsam mit Kollegen ein Modell der Strömung. Dieses musste sich anschließend der Wirklichkeit stellen: Würde das Modell die Wege vorhersagen, die im Wirbel treibender Müll, etwa Spielzeug oder Schuhe, nimmt? Solche Abfälle werden immer wieder an den Küsten der Region gespült. 

Nach Ebbesmeyers Modell bewegt sich der Müll mit elf Zentimetern pro Sekunde in einem riesigen Kreis. Er braucht zwei bis vier Jahre für eine Runde. Diese Daten verglich der Forscher mit Beobachtungen aus dem Nordpazifik. 1992 waren beispielsweise 30.000 Stück Spielzeug von einem Frachtschiff über Bord gegangen, das auf dem Weg von Hongkong in die USA war. Seitdem wird an den Stränden von Sitka in Alaska etwa alle drei Jahre Spielzeug angespült. Dies deckt sich mit den Vorhersagen Ebbesmeyers, die er im Fachblatt "Eos" veröffentlicht hat.

Feuerzeuge und CD-Hüllen am Strand 

Das neue Modell des subarktischen Wirbels könne Ozeanografen helfen, die Bewegungen im Meer besser zu verstehen, etwa wenn es um Lachszüge gehe. Außerdem zeigten Ebbesmeyers Simulationen, dass umher treibender Plastikmüll eine Langzeitbedrohung für Vögel und andere Tiere darstelle, die ihn mit Futter verwechselten. "Man verliert etwas im Ozean, doch es verschwindet nicht", sagte der Forscher dem Online-Nachrichtendienst "Science Now".

Vor den Gefahren der gigantischen, im Meer kreisenden Müllteppiche hatte zuletzt auch die Umweltschutzorganisation Greenpeace gewarnt. Mit dem Schiff "Esperanza" hatten Aktivisten einen anderen Kreisel, den sogenannten Nordpazifikwirbel, im Oktober und November durchkreuzt. Auf einem Strandabschnitt von Hawaii hatten die Umweltschützer unter anderem Feuerzeuge, CD-Hüllen, Eimer, Kabeltrommeln und Einmalrasierer eingesammelt. 

Müllteppich der Größe Zentraleuropas 

Der Müll treibt nach Greenpeace-Angaben bis zu 16 Jahre in dem Kreisel. Diese Daten beruhten auf Untersuchungen der US-Behörde National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Der geschlossene Müllteppich habe mittlerweile die Größe Zentraleuropas erreicht. Angeblich soll jedes in den Nordpazifik eingebrachte Plastikstück über kurz oder lang in diesem Müllstrudel enden.

Greenpeace warnt nicht nur vor den Folgen bei Tieren, die mit Plastikabfällen ihre Mägen verstopfen. Problematisch sei auch, dass der Kunststoffmüll wasserunlösliche Substanzen wie DDT und PCB binde. Das Plastik wirke dadurch wie ein Giftschwamm. Meerestiere, die den Abfall aufnähmen, würden so vergiftet und im nächsten Schritt auch weitere Glieder der Nahrungskette.

Der Müllteppich ist entstanden, weil die Menschheit seit Jahrzehnten ihre Abfälle im Meer verklappt. Kunststoffe brauchen mitunter mehrere hundert Jahre, bis sie sich zersetzen. Nach einer Studie des Uno-Umweltprogramms Unep treiben mittlerweile bis zu 18.000 Plastikteile auf jedem Quadratkilometer Meeresfläche.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Daily Times (Pakistan): Green Pakistan Year: 70m trees to be planted during spring season

* Forest cover to be increased from 5 percent to 6 percent

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Environment has announced that it will plant over 70 million saplings during its spring tree plantation campaign to celebrate 2007 as ‘Green Pakistan Year’.

According to targets set for the Spring Tree Plantation Campaign 2007, Punjab will plant 20 million saplings, Sindh 10 million, the NWFP 20 million, Balochistan two million, Azad Jammu and Kashmir 15 million, the Northern Areas four million and other departments, including the Capital Development Authority, will plant two million trees.

The campaign will formally start from the first week of February, as decided in a meeting chaired by Minister for Environment Makhdoom Syed Faisal Saleh Hayat earlier.

As the number of trees in the country continues to decline due to illegal and legal logging, the government has decided to increase forest cover in all four provinces. He said that the country’s forests were under increasing pressure as more and more trees were being cut for fuel and household needs due to an increase in fuel prices.

“All efforts will be made to enhance tree cover from the existing 5 percent to 6 percent under the UN’s Millennium Development Goals,” the official said. The ministry is also considering a plan to provide necessary financial assistance to the Provincial forest departments and the AJK and Northern Areas to achieve the target.

“Year 2007 will be dedicated to tree plantation under the Sarsabz Pakistan Initiative,” an official of the ministry said. “All the provincial forest departments, the AJK government and the Northern Areas will take part in this campaign,” the official said. He said that the Ministry of Environment would also ensure the participation of non-government organisations (NGOs), the private sector and volunteers in the campaign for effectively implementing the project.

He said that the ministry would also encourage tree plantation over the target fixed for spring, while the target for the Monsoon Tree Plantation Campaign could be revised. 

He said that most provincial forest departments lacked expertise and skilled manpower and there was a need to train existing staff in the provinces.

He said that the ministry’s forestry wing would organise a training programme to train provincial forest department staff at the Pakistan Forest Institute, Peshawar. app

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: UN adviser backs Blair's view on climate change and air travel


Tuesday January 16, 2007
Will Woodward in Kampala


Tony Blair's view that climate change cannot be tackled by clamping down on personal air travel has won support from the UN's leading adviser on global poverty.

Jeffrey Sachs, the renowned American economist, told the Guardian: "Finding a way to achieve economic development and environmental sustainability is the biggest challenge we face globally and it doesn't lend itself to a simple answer. The climate change issue will not be changed by cutting air travel."

The shadow chancellor, George Osborne, who has been travelling with Professor Sachs on a visit to a UN "millennium village" in Uganda, endorsed his comments.

Mr Blair came under fire for saying that he would not cut back on his foreign holidays. Downing Street argued that action on climate change could not come at the expense of economic growth, both in the UK and in poorer countries. The tension between the two issues has been illustrated in Uganda, not least in Entebbe, outside Kampala, where Mr Osborne was told how new fish processing plants and increased fishing in Lake Victoria have put the ecology of the lake at risk.

"Extraordinarily poor people don't have the luxury to devote a considerable part of their current income to environmental needs, even if the degradation of the environment can do profound damage to them in the future," Prof Sachs said.

"This is one of the areas where aid is needed to help the poorest people, who depend for their lives on the environment, to manage the environment in a sustainable manner ... there has to be some outside help to break that dilemma."

Mr Osborne said: "It's very important that environmental campaigners understand that you've got to make the argument that the changes we need to make in society can be made at the same time as ensuring economic growth, or else they'll never win their argument."

"When it comes to environmental measures you can do gesture politics, which is about 'we should not take our long haul holidays'. But for British people who are for the first time able to afford a foreign holiday I don't think telling them not to fly is the answer."

The Tories aimed to set out plans this year for "environmental interventions which are effective and work with the grain of economic growth". He added: "One of the reasons I'm here is to learn, I don't pretend to have all the answers."

________________________________________________________________________

BBC:Councils make climate commitment 

All 32 of Scotland's councils will be among the first to sign up to a commitment to tackle climate change. 

Environment Minister Ross Finnie said he was delighted the local authorities would all be signing Scotland's Climate Change Declaration. 

The agreement is part of the Scottish Climate Change Programme which sets out a framework to deliver carbon savings. 

Friends of the Earth Scotland called for a fund to help councils with the costs of cutting emissions. 

The declaration, published by the Scottish Executive last year, recognises that local government - the largest public sector employer - has a key role to play in tackling climate change. 

Mr Finnie said: "The universal commitment from local government to work with us in addressing climate change is further evidence of the lead Scotland is taking in responding to the climate change challenge." 

The minister was speaking ahead of a conference in Glasgow, to be attended by former US Vice President Al Gore and Hans Blix, former UN chief weapons inspector. 

The event has been described as a "business networking lunch" followed by a discussion session where tables cost up to £3,000 for 10 people. 

Tom McCabe, minister for finance and public service reform, also welcomed the move by the local authorities. 

"By signing this declaration local authorities will lead by example and ensure both a greener and more efficient delivery of vital public services for taxpayers," he said. 

Councillor Alison Hay, Cosla's environment spokeswoman, said: "Scotland's Climate Change Declaration is a powerful statement of how local collaboration can make a difference nationally. 

"I hope that in taking the lead local government will give confidence to others in Scotland that they too can make a similar commitment." 

'Climate chaos' 

Friends of the Earth Scotland's chief executive Duncan McLaren welcomed the move but warned: "To stop climate chaos we need to see year-on-year cuts in climate emissions of at least 3%. 

"Scotland needs a climate investment fund to help councils with the up-front costs of cutting emissions from energy generation, buildings, transport and waste management." 

The Green Party also welcomed the news, but added some councils supported "climate wrecking projects", such as the M74 extension which is backed by Glasgow City Council and a replacement Forth crossing, which Fife Council has called for. 

________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: The Warming of Greenland 

Published: January 16, 2007

A penisula long thought to be part of Greenland's mainland turned out to be an island when a glacier retreated. 

By JOHN COLLINS RUDOLF

LIVERPOOL LAND, Greenland — Flying over snow-capped peaks and into a thick fog, the helicopter set down on a barren strip of rocks between two glaciers. A dozen bags of supplies, a rifle and a can of cooking gas were tossed out onto the cold ground. Then, with engines whining, the helicopter lifted off, snow and fog swirling in the rotor wash. 

National Survey and Cadastre, Copenhagen, Denmark

A 1986 photograph shows land covered by glacial ice. 

When it had disappeared over the horizon, no sound remained but the howling of the Arctic wind.

“It feels a little like the days of the old explorers, doesn’t it?” Dennis Schmitt said.

Mr. Schmitt, a 60-year-old explorer from Berkeley, Calif., had just landed on a newly revealed island 400 miles north of the Arctic Circle in eastern Greenland. It was a moment of triumph: he had discovered the island on an ocean voyage in September 2005. Now, a year later, he and a small expedition team had returned to spend a week climbing peaks, crossing treacherous glaciers and documenting animal and plant life.

Despite its remote location, the island would almost certainly have been discovered, named and mapped almost a century ago when explorers like Jean-Baptiste Charcot and Philippe, Duke of Orléans, charted these coastlines. Would have been discovered had it not been bound to the coast by glacial ice.

Maps of the region show a mountainous peninsula covered with glaciers. The island’s distinct shape — like a hand with three bony fingers pointing north — looks like the end of the peninsula. 

Now, where the maps showed only ice, a band of fast-flowing seawater ran between a newly exposed shoreline and the aquamarine-blue walls of a retreating ice shelf. The water was littered with dozens of icebergs, some as large as half an acre; every hour or so, several more tons of ice fractured off the shelf with a thunderous crack and an earth-shaking rumble.

All over Greenland and the Arctic, rising temperatures are not simply melting ice; they are changing the very geography of coastlines. Nunataks — “lonely mountains” in Inuit — that were encased in the margins of Greenland’s ice sheet are being freed of their age-old bonds, exposing a new chain of islands, and a new opportunity for Arctic explorers to write their names on the landscape.

“We are already in a new era of geography,” said the Arctic explorer Will Steger. “This phenomenon — of an island all of a sudden appearing out of nowhere and the ice melting around it — is a real common phenomenon now.”

In August, Mr. Steger discovered his own new island off the coast of the Norwegian island of Svalbard, high in the polar basin. Glaciers that had surrounded it when his ship passed through only two years earlier were gone this year, leaving only a small island alone in the open ocean.

“We saw it ourselves up there, just how fast the ice is going,” he said.

With 27,555 miles of coastline and thousands of fjords, inlets, bays and straits, Greenland has always been hard to map. Now its geography is becoming obsolete almost as soon as new maps are created. 

Hans Jepsen is a cartographer at the Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland, which produces topographical maps for mining and oil companies. (Greenland is a largely self-governing region of Denmark.) Last summer, he spotted several new islands in an area where a massive ice shelf had broken up. Mr. Jepsen was unaware of Mr. Schmitt’s discovery, and an old aerial photograph in his files showed the peninsula intact.

“Clearly, the new island was detached from the mainland when the connecting glacier-bridge retreated southward,” Mr. Jepsen said, adding that future maps would take note of the change.

The sudden appearance of the islands is a symptom of an ice sheet going into retreat, scientists say. Greenland is covered by 630,000 cubic miles of ice, enough water to raise global sea levels by 23 feet. 

Carl Egede Boggild, a professor of snow-and-ice physics at the University Center of Svalbard, said Greenland could be losing more than 80 cubic miles of ice per year. 

“That corresponds to three times the volume of all the glaciers in the Alps,” Dr. Boggild said. “If you lose that much volume you’d definitely see new islands appear.”

He discovered an island himself a year ago while flying over northwestern Greenland. “Suddenly I saw an island with glacial ice on it,” he said. “I looked at the map and it should have been a nunatak, but the present ice margin was about 10 kilometers away. So I can say that within the last five years the ice margin had retreated at least 10 kilometers.”

Dennis Schmitt, a 60-year-old explorer, discovered an island in Greenland that had been bound to the mainland. 

The abrupt acceleration of melting in Greenland has taken climate scientists by surprise. Tidewater glaciers, which discharge ice into the oceans as they break up in the process called calving, have doubled and tripled in speed all over Greenland. Ice shelves are breaking up, and summertime “glacial earthquakes” have been detected within the ice sheet.

“The general thinking until very recently was that ice sheets don’t react very quickly to climate,” said Martin Truffer, a glaciologist at the University of Alaska at Fairbanks. “But that thinking is changing right now, because we’re seeing things that people have thought are impossible.”

A study in The Journal of Climate last June observed that Greenland had become the single largest contributor to global sea-level rise.

Until recently, the consensus of climate scientists was that the impact of melting polar ice sheets would be negligible over the next 100 years. Ice sheets were thought to be extremely slow in reacting to atmospheric warming. The 2001 report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, widely considered to be an authoritative scientific statement on the potential impacts of global warming, based its conclusions about sea-level rise on a computer model that predicted a slow onset of melting in Greenland.

“When you look at the ice sheet, the models didn’t work, which puts us on shaky ground,” said Richard Alley, a geosciences professor at Pennsylvania State University. 

There is no consensus on how much Greenland’s ice will melt in the near future, Dr. Alley said, and no computer model that can accurately predict the future of the ice sheet. Yet given the acceleration of tidewater-glacier melting, a sea-level rise of a foot or two in the coming decades is entirely possible, he said. That bodes ill for island nations and those who live near the coast. 

“Even a foot rise is a pretty horrible scenario,” said Stephen P. Leatherman, director of the Laboratory for Coastal Research at Florida International University in Miami.

On low-lying and gently sloping land like coastal river deltas, a sea-level rise of just one foot would send water thousands of feet inland. Hundreds of millions of people worldwide make their homes in such deltas; virtually all of coastal Bangladesh lies in the delta of the Ganges River. Over the long term, much larger sea-level rises would render the world’s coastlines unrecognizable, creating a whole new series of islands. 

“Here in Miami,” Dr. Leatherman said, “we’re going to have an ocean on both sides of us.” 

Such ominous implications are not lost on Mr. Schmitt, who says he hopes that the island he discovered in Greenland in September will become an international symbol of the effects of climate change. Mr. Schmitt, who speaks Inuit, has provisionally named it Uunartoq Qeqertoq: the warming island.

Global warming has profoundly altered the nature of polar exploration, said Mr. Schmitt, who in 40 years has logged more than 100 Arctic expeditions. Routes once pioneered on a dogsled are routinely paddled in a kayak now; many features, like the Ward Hunt Ice Shelf in Greenland’s northwest, have disappeared for good.

“There is a dark side to this,” he said about the new island. “We felt the exhilaration of discovery. We were exploring something new. But of course, there was also something scary about what we did there. We were looking in the face of these changes, and all of us were thinking of the dire consequences.”

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: EU Says Cannot Meet Emissions Goal without China 
BELGIUM: January 16, 2007


BRUSSELS - The European Union goal of a 30 percent cut in global greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 cannot be met without China, the European Commission said on Monday before launching talks on a broad new cooperation pact with Beijing. 

Speaking before heading to Beijing, EU External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner also said that China could face a protectionist backlash unless it opened up its markets and cut its massive trade surplus with Europe. 

The EU announced plans last Wednesday for big reductions in its own greenhouse gas emissions -- a minimum of a 20 percent cut and a commitment to slash them by 30 percent if other big polluters like China followed suit. 

"We could not have our ambitious goals of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent by 2020 if we can't also include other important players like China," Ferrero-Waldner told Reuters in an interview. 

"Whatever China does could indeed offset all our efforts." 

The commissioner will launch the talks on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with China in Beijing on Wednesday. 

She said an energy and climate change partnership launched with China in 2005 needed to be broadened by technology sharing and encouraging use of hydro, wind and solar power and biofuels. 

"China today still opens up a coal-fired power plant every week, so you can imagine how important it is," she said. 

Both Europe and China, as major energy consumers and competitors for global resources, need to cut back on energy demand and increase energy efficiency, she said. 

Ferrero-Waldner said she could not say how long it would take to finalise the agreement covering all 22 areas of cooperation with China, which is to replace an outdated 1985 pact that dealt only with trade and economic matters. 


"IT WILL TAKE TIME" 

"Of course it will take time," she said. "We will have to see how long it will take. 

There were a number of difficult issues, not least trade. 

"China has a great chance today to work with us Europeans," Ferrero-Waldner said. 

"We have a 200 billion euro (US$260 billion) relationship, which is a huge trade relationship, with a great deficit from the European side ... in order to balance this relationship China will have to open up more." 

Ferrero-Waldner said the European Union was trying to show it would remain open and not succumb to protectionism, but added that if the trade imbalance increased further, "there could of course be some protectionist tendencies." 

The talks will also cover agriculture, transport, customs, education, science, information, security and counter-terrorism. 

Analysts say the eventual pact will essentially codify existing EU-China ties and, as well as trade, could hit snags over China's reluctance to discuss human rights and Taiwan. 

China has pressed the EU to recognise it as a market economy, a move that would help Beijing fight anti-dumping cases, and to lift an arms embargo put in place after the Tiananmen Square killings in 1989. 

EU negotiators hope to lower restrictions for European firms in Chinese sectors like cars and petrochemicals and for more access to the country's vast public procurement market. Some Chinese economists argue Beijing should strengthen barriers against foreign investment, not remove them. 


Story by David Brunnstrom 

Source: Reuters ________________________________________________________________________

Nigeria First (Abuja): President Obasanjo Attributes Africa's Environmental Problems to Activities of Other Nations

January 15, 2007
Abuja

President Olusegun Obasanjo has attributed Africa's environmental problems to activities of other nations, saying, "Many African nations did not contribute to environmental degradation through emissions but suffered debilitating implications due to the activities of other nations".

Mrs. Oluremi Oyo, Senior Special Assistant to the President (Media) in statement said President Obasanjo stated this in Accra, Ghana on Saturday, January 13, at the Second German-African Forum on the "Environment and the Natural Habitat".

President Obasanjo said Nigeria was working with other nations in Africa, notably Niger Republic, Cameroon, Chad and Central African Republic for the restoration of the Lake Chad.

According to him, unless drastic redress was made, Lake Chad stood the risk of drying up. "We have to do something about the Lake so that about ten million people will not be out of water", President Obasanjo stressed.

The President asked for international assistance to enable African nations develop their adaptive capacities to cope with the challenges of climate change.

He called for strict adherence by all nations to existing international protocols on environmental and bio-diversity preservation.

The practice of cutting down trees in Africa has also had an effect on afforestation and the environment, the President said.

It will be recalled that the Nigeria-driven Green Wall Sahara initiative was launched in Abuja in December 2006 as a programme of the African Union to save the African environment, conserve the ecosystem, check and reverse the desertification process.

With specific reference to Nigeria, President Obasanjo told the forum of efforts by his government to check coastal erosion, desertification and the effects of oil exploration.

The Presidents of Benin Republic, Botswana and Liberia as well as the Chairman of the AU Commission and the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS are also attending the three-day forum co-hosted by President Horst Kohler of Germany and President John Kuffour of Ghana.

________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: UAE beats Americans' environmental harm 

By JIM KRANE, Writer Mon Jan 15, 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - When it comes to squandering the earth's natural resources, residents of this desert land of chilled swimming pools, monster 4x4s and air-conditioned malls are on a par with even the ravenous consumption of Americans, according to the World Wildlife Fund. 

The average person in the Emirates puts more demand on the global ecosystem than any other, giving the country the world's largest per-capita "ecological footprint," WWF data shows. The United States runs second.

But the oil-rich Emirates is considered a developing country, and even as a signatory to the United Nations Kyoto protocol on global warming, is not required to cut emissions. The United States is not bound by Kyoto.

Even so, the Emirates government has been embarrassed by the WWF report, which it says is flawed. The federal environment agency is devising strategies to cut emissions, including a public campaign that may offer economic incentives to those who turn down their air conditioning, Saad al-Numairy, an adviser to agency, said Monday.

"We have an action plan," al-Numairy said. "But we are a multicultural country with 180 nationalities. It's not going to be easy."

Energy consumption in the Emirates runs high for many of the same reasons found in the United States: a feeling that the good life requires huge air-conditioned houses and cars, and a disdain for public transportation.

Making matters worse are Dubai's audacious developments, including artificial resort islands that have destroyed coral reefs and an indoor ski slope that still creates snow when it is 120 degrees outside.

"Of all the places to make artificial snow, this has to be the most absurd," said Jonathan Loh, a British biologist who co-authored the WWF report.

Nearby Kuwait, another scorching-hot Persian Gulf oil producer, ranked fifth in the WWF report that emerged in October. Finland was third and Canada fourth.

Environmental officials here say the Emirates ranking is based on outdated information, since the WWF report relies on 2003 data that estimates the country's population at 3 million when it is closer to 5 million.

"It's a fact of life that the UAE will always have a large ecological footprint because of where we are," said Habiba al-Marashi, who chairs the Emirates Environmental Group. "But to be classified as the worst, that hurts. We don't think the report is on solid ground."

Loh acknowledged that factoring in more accurate population figures might put UAE in second place just behind the United States, but "it's still going to show that the UAE is right on the top of the scale."

The country's full damage is not tallied because the WWF study ignores aircraft emissions, Loh said. The UAE emirate of Dubai claims one of the world's busiest airports.

The WWF rankings are measured in "global hectares" — the area of biologically productive land and sea needed to provide the resources consumed by an average person. The Emirates' ecological footprint measured 11.9 global hectares per person, compared to 9.6 hectares per person for the United States and a global average of 2.2 hectares a person.

The country took the top spot because its energy consumption is high and emissions are spread among a small population, Loh said.

The country's landscape offers little help. Undulating sand dunes and jagged mountains of bare rock offer precious little greenery to soak up carbon emissions.

One focal point for Dubai's emissions is the red-and-white smokestacks jutting from gas-fired power plants and an aluminum smelter that line the beach on the city's outskirts. The plants do double duty distilling fresh water from Gulf seawater, an energy-intensive process that accounts for 98 percent of the fresh water in a country with no rivers and little usable groundwater.

In Dubai and Abu Dhabi desalinated water is lavished, Las Vegas-style, on fountains, artificial lakes, swimming pools, resort greenery and golf courses sitting atop once drifting desert sands. Desalination also produces most fresh water in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, Gulf countries that also showed high footprints. 

Due to the country's small size, carbon emissions and consumption in the Emirates are a tiny fraction of that of the United States, and Loh said most efforts to cut greenhouse gases need to concentrate on America and other large industrial countries. 

But unlike in the United States, energy consumption has not emerged as an issue. The Emirates, like the rest of the oil-producing Gulf states, was until the 1960s an impoverished desert country whose residents survived through subsistence fishing, farming and small-time trade. 

Now, the government's energy subsidies give Emirates citizens free water and cheap electricity. Gasoline sells for around $1.70 per gallon. 

"Really, we're happy to be rich now," said Majid al-Mansouri, who heads the environment agency serving Abu Dhabi. 

The WWF has asked the Emirates government to cut energy use and move toward renewable energy, especially solar power viable in one of the world's sunniest climates. 

Al-Mansouri said the country was looking to make improvements, such as running publicly owned vehicles on compressed natural gas — which is cleaner burning but still emits globe-warming carbon dioxide. The state oil company has eliminated 80 percent of its wasteful flaring off of natural gas at oil wellheads, he said. 

Other projects once considered environmentally friendly here are being reevaluated. Longtime Emirates ruler Sheik Zayed oversaw the planting of a forestry belt kept alive by irrigation, which is now considered a waste of water. Parts of the forests are being allowed to slowly die off. 

"Those forests became a refuge for wildlife," al-Mansouri said. "We have gazelle, oryx and hares because of these forests." 

________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse: Ice storms, snow, floods, tornado hit US, killing 25 

Mon Jan 15, 2007
CHICAGO (AFP) - A massive winter storm moved eastward across the central US bringing snow, sleet, ice and flash floods, killing at least 25 people and prompting Top of Form
President George W. Bush to declare an emergency in Oklahoma. 

Since Friday, weather-related accidents killed 11 people in Oklahoma, according to the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, eight in Missouri, according to that state's Emergency Management Agency. The Kansas City Star newspaper reported that six people had died in Kansas.

Bush declared an emergency in the central state of Oklahoma, where an ice storm has left more than 100,000 people without power on Sunday.

Activated by Bush's emergency declaration, the  Federal Emergency Management Agency was distributing generators and bottled water to communities impacted by the ice storm, said the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management.

The state of Missouri said the weather claimed eight lives, with traffic accidents caused by slick conditions killing seven and one death from carbon monoxide poisoning, a common cause of death when those without power use fuel-burning stoves to heat their homes.

More than 300,000 people lost power in Missouri due to downed power lines, the state reported Sunday. One line worker was injured when he fell from a utility pole.

In Kansas, five people were reported killed in weather-related traffic accidents and one person was poisoned by carbon monoxide exposure, said state officials quoted by the Kansas City Star.

In Texas to the south, the governor called out the National Guard after more than six inches of rain caused flash flooding and dramatic high-water rescues.

The storm forced the cancellation of dozens of flights out of Dallas Fort Worth International Airport, according to the airport's website, temperatures reported near freezing.

Flooding was also reported in the states of Arkansas and Louisiana, CNN television said.

Record-breaking cold weather even hit the Pacific Coast state of California, where mild temperatures usually prevail all year.

In central Los Angeles, the thermometer dropped to 2.0 degrees Celsius (36 Farenheit) Monday morning, a record-setting temperature not felt in the city for 75 years.

Farmers in the Central Valley and the southern part of the state worried about freezing temperatures ruining the lucrative citrus crop, the Los Angeles Times and other media reported.

Photographs showed icicles hanging off of tangerine trees in a Central Valley orchard near Fresno, a rare sight in the state.

California oranges, lemons and other produce worth as much as half a billion dollars were likely ruined, the Los Angeles Times reported Monday, citing an industry spokesman.

The storm in central states was moving eastward, and has already caused ice storms in western parts of New York state, forecasters said. It was expected to cause less trouble as it crosses the northeast New England region, according to the Top of FormNational Weather Service.

"Things are improving but it's cold," National Weather Service meteorologist Bruce Sullivan told AFP.

The Midwest will get a break from the weather, Sullivan said, followed by a dusting of snow. 

"That will usher in a lot colder air, and a 'lake effect' from the Great Lakes," in which cold air passing over the lakes picks up moisture and dumps snow on surrounding areas, he said. 

Parts of Colorado got up to half a meter (18 inches) of snow while up to eight centimeters (three inches) of sleet were reported in Illinois, Kansas and Missouri, Romano said. Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri got 2.5 centimeters (an inch) or more of freezing rain.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Green Line:Island bird draws attention to chance to save mainland species

By Talli Nauman/The Herald Mexico 

El Universal 

Lunes 15 de enero de 2007Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts calls itself the world’s leading operator of luxury accommodations. Its locations in Mexico City and Bahia de Banderas, Nayarit, won the American Automobile Association’s Five Diamond Awards for 2007. No doubt anyone who can afford the minimum nightly fee of US$500 would enjoy staying there. 

Unfortunately, the Canadian company is taking its earnings to invest in a private Caribbean getaway that will replace what is currently Mt. Hartman National Park on the island of Grenada. The privatization of this public property is a loss in itself, since access soon will be limited to only those who pay handsome sums to enter the proposed high-end, golf-course villa project. 
The new resort also is drawing international condemnation for threatening the critically endangered Grenada Dove with extinction. The last 100 individuals of the species, which is Grenada’s national bird, have their only stronghold on the site and are found nowhere else.The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) came out against the project in early January, requesting that Four Seasons abandon it or make provisions to protect the wildlife. It is devoutly to be hoped that the hotel chain will pay attention to the letter from the U.S.-based organization and use this turn of events to improve its reputation by taking environmental action. 
ABC’s mission is “conserving wild birds and their habitats throughout the Americas.” It is one of 52 members of the international Alliance for Zero Extinction (AZE), which aims to prevent annihilations of all kinds of wildlife by identifying and safeguarding certain key sites, each of which is the last remaining refuge of one or more endangered or critically endangered species. Mexico has 63 AZE sites, making it the country with the most.
 
It is followed by Colombia with 48 and Brazil with 39. Mexico’s Sierra Norte, or Sierra Juárez, in Oaxaca state and the Tuxtlas region of Veracruz state each harbor refuges for at least five endangered species found nowhere else. The American Bird Conservancy is helping save these species through its William Belton Conservation Grants Fund. It is the world’s longest running program giving financial support to people throughout the hemisphere who are working on species preservation. 
ABC also has a Conservation Counterparts Program that promotes cross-border collaboration for more effective results. With ABC’s contribution, Pronatura Noroeste and U.S. conservation interests are working to protect the globally endangered Worthen’s sparrow’s grassland habitat near Saltillo, Coahuila, from irrigated agriculture.
 
The Veracruz River of Raptors project pairs Pronatura Veracruz with foreign partners to protect a migration flyway that links North and South America. The non-profit Bosque Antiguo has received grants for studying the Guadalupe junco, as well as for ecotourism and bird conservation in the West Coast old growth forest of El Carricito del Huichol in Jalisco state. Villanova University Biology Department in Pennsylvania works with the Mexican non-profit Endemicos Insulares to study threats to the Cozumel thrasher in the Caribbean and to monitor critically endangered endemic birds of Socorro Island in the Pacific.
 Mexico ranks about eleventh worldwide in the number of bird species it supports, with 1,050 identified. One third of them are in some threatened category. The main threat is habitat loss. ABC is willing to fund work with 32 specific endangered and critically endangered bird species in Mexico, ranging from the thick-billed parrot to the whooping crane. These species have been found in more than 60 locations around the country. No doubt more eligible species remain to be discovered. 

Unlike the situation in Grenada, where the national bird must rely on foreign advocacy for protection, Mexico has hundreds of organizations that are able to take advantage of the available funding. The plight of the Grenada Dove should provide sufficient notice to these organizations to explore this opportunity for defending Mexico’s national heritage. 

Talli Nauman is a founder and co-director of Journalism to Raise Environmental Awareness, a project
_____________________________________________________________________________

Bloomberg: Al Gore Says U.S. States May Force Change in Climate Policy              

 By Kiyori Ueno                                                           

Jan. 15 (Bloomberg) -- Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore said many businesses and state governments ``embrace'' the aims of the Kyoto Protocol, which may force President George W. Bush to alter his opposition to the effort to cut greenhouse gas emissions.                

``Even though the national policy in the U.S. has not yet changed, many  state governments have now embraced the goals of the Kyoto Protocol,'' Gore said at a speech to Japanese business leaders in Tokyo today. ``One remaining step to change U.S. policy, and in the process, change the posture of the world, is solidifying this change in the U.S. business community.''                                                             

Gore is visiting Japan to promote his film ``An Inconvenient Truth,'' a documentary on global warming that calls for action to reduce carbon dioxide output. The film had the third-highest gross sales on record for a documentary in the U.S.                                                

More than 200 cities in the U.S., including New York City and Los Angeles, ``adopt'' the Kyoto Protocol in their own efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, according to his book, which has the same title as the film.                                                       

``Many U.S. business leaders remember all too well what happened to the Japanese miracle when you embraced the efficiency revolution before they did,'' he said, adding that revolution in efficiency is needed to solve  the climate crisis.                                                      

Gore, who was the vice president of the U.S. from 1993 to 2001, helped negotiate the Kyoto Protocol in 1997 that aims to restrict carbon emissions from cars, power plants and other sources.                     

Political Change                                                         

In 2005, the European Union started a compulsory carbon- dioxide emissions trading system, the world's largest, to meet targets under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on global warming. Bush said in 2001 he wouldn't adhere to a campaign pledge to regulate greenhouse gases and withdrew    the U.S. from the treaty, citing its cost to the economy.                

Gore said U.S. elections in November that put Democrats back in control of Congress and the Senate is a sign voters want widespread change.      

``The elections in November, although attributable to many different  causes, nevertheless represent a sign of change in approach endorsed by American people.'' ``And the same kind of change is now beginning to be expressed where climate crisis is concerned.''                           

U.S. Senators Joseph Lieberman, a Connecticut Independent, and John McCain, an Arizona Republican and potential presidential candidate, yesterday introduced climate legislation that calls for a national cap on the pollution that many scientists say is leading to higher       temperatures and extreme weather events worldwide.                

Running?                                                                 

Environmentalists and scientists including James Hansen, the government's top climate researcher, say action must be taken before climate change causes irreversible damage to ecosystems and economies around the globe.                                                        

The success of Gore's film has put him back in the public spotlight and raised speculation he may run in the next presidential election in 2008.Gore has said he hasn't ruled out making another run for president, but  he doesn't ``expect'' to launch a campaign. He made the comments during a visit to Australia in September, where he was promoting his film.      

Gore and Senator Hillary Clinton of New York are statistically tied with Republicans Rudolph Giuliani, the former New York City mayor, and McCain in a new poll by CNN last month on the 2008 presidential race.           

To contact the reporter on this story: Kiyori Ueno in Tokyo at           

kueno2@bloomberg.net ;                                                   

Last Updated: January 15, 2007 02:53 EST                                 
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ROA Media Update
 15 January 2007
General Environment News

Africa: Re-Consider DDT Against Malaria

The New Times (Kigali): Malaria kills over one million children a year in Africa, more than any other disease. Last September the World Health Organisation (WHO) released new policy guidelines for malaria control that call for increased spraying of insecticides inside houses, or indoor residual spraying (IRS), and encourage the use of DDT, which is the most successful public-health insecticide ever produced. Indoor spraying is one of the most effective methods of malaria control. It is safe for humans and the environment and is the main method used in most southern African countries. Yet despite its proven efficacy, developing countries - particularly those dependent on foreign aid - were encouraged to dismantle their spraying programmes and concentrate on using insecticide-treated nets for malaria control. Treated nets are an important component of any malaria control programme, but they cannot control the disease on their own. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701100651.html
Kenya: Dirty Water And Currents Making Deep Sea Fishing Rather Difficult

The Nation (Nairobi): The current running south is one of the worst scenarios for fishing at the Coast, and dirty water is the other. We now have both! From Lamu down to Mombasa the water is flowing strongly in a southerly direction, while the heavy El Nino rains are causing all the rivers even up in Somalia to pour red mud into the ocean. One skipper tried 35 miles out from Lamu, and even there the water was a dirty green, instead of the azure blue ocean we would normally expect at this time of year. In the Pemba Channel off Shimoni, whilst the water is green, the current is not actually setting south, and occasional patches of bluish water can be found and many boats from up north are moving down to Shimoni to try their luck there. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701120863.html
Kenya: Hyacinth Blocks Cargo Flow

The Nation (Nairobi): Docking of cargo ships at the Kisumu port has been hampered by the re-emergence of the noxious water hyacinth at Kavirondo Gulf of Lake Victoria. The weed that had been swept away towards Kendu Bay resurfaced on Tuesday, sparking fears of disruption of transportation of passengers and goods to Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. For the last three weeks, cargo ships have failed to dock at the port as the weed clogged the gulf and even hampered fishing and water supply to the town. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110934.html
Uganda: Chimps Killed in Kibaale Park

New Vision (Kampala): Two chimpanzees have been killed in Kibaale National Park. Encroachers speared a female chimpanzee to death on Tuesday and seriously injured her baby, which died two days later. The Uganda Wildlife Authority acting executive director, Damian Akankwasa, said the encroachers were reportedly trying to smuggle the baby chimpanzee. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701120018.html
Uganda: Chimps, Healers Use Same Herbs

New Vision (Kampala): Researchers at Kibale National Park have discovered that chimps eat plants similar to the ones used by traditional healers to treat malaria and diarrhoea. "The chimps and human beings around Kibale use similar plants to overcome sickness," Sabrina Kreif, a researcher, said. She was speaking at Makerere University's Faculty of Science at a ceremony to launch a memorandum of cooperation between Uganda Wildlife Authority and French institutions. In her five-year study at Kanyawara research station, located on the edge of Kibale, Krief found that chimps carefully select and consume plants like mululuza, which have little nutritive value. These plants, however, have medical properties that help the chimps to overcome malaria and diarrhoea, as well as to expel worms from their intestines, Krief said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200701120033.html
Uganda: Masaka Forms Group Against Mabira Giveaway

The Monitor (Kampala): Residents of Masaka district have formed a Friends of Mabira Forest group to oppose the destruction of the natural forest. The group Chairman Sundia Idiba said they intend to mobilise the public nationwide to fight the destruction of Mabira. He said the group has established an office in Masaka town on Elgin Street. Mr Idiba said the enormous biological diversity of Mabira forest has inspired them to join the rest of the nation in opposing the forest's destruction citing its tourism potential and role as climate modifier. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701140078.html
Uganda: MPs Write to Speaker On Forest Saga

The Monitor (Kampala): Members of Parliament on the natural resource committee have written to the Speaker of Parliament Edward Ssekandi to allow them reconvene following the new government proposal to degazatte over 9 municipal forest reserves. The Committee chairperson Emmanuel Dombo (Bunyole) told Daily Monitor on Tuesday that the committee could not wait for the Parliament to reconvene at the end of this month when there are 'burning' developments. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110871.html
Uganda: Firm Defies Otafiire On Park Land

The Monitor (Kampala): Nalongo Estates Ltd, the company holding a 10-year lease to beautify the Centenary Park has vowed to disregard a recent directive by the Local Government minister over construction of structures in the area. Minister Kahinda Otafiire on December 20, 2006 directed Kampala Mayor, Nasser Ntege Sebaggala, to halt the ongoing construction of permanent structures at the park along Jinja Road in Kampala. However, Sarah Kizito, one of the park directors told Daily Monitor yesterday that Gen.Otafiire's directive would be treated as hearsay. She said the minister should have instead been appreciative to the company for its efforts to transform the area from a jungle and den of thieves to a green and modern leisure park. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110878.html
Ethiopia: Water Supply, Environmental Protection Activities Underway

The Ethiopian Herald (Addis Ababa): Rural potable water supply and environmental protection activities have been underway with over 20 million birr in Amhara State this fiscal year, according to the State Rural Potable Water Supply and Environmental Protection Programme. Program Director Mulatu Ferede yesterday WIC today that the activities under execution with the financial support of the governments of Ethiopia and Finland would benefit over 200,000 people. The potable water facilities under construction in 12 woredas of East Gojam, South Gondar and Awi zones of the state mainly focus on stream development and hand dug wells, it was learnt. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110390.html
Ethiopia: Forest Dev't Industry Undertaking Projects

The Ethiopian Herald (Addis Ababa): The Shashemene Forest Development Industry said that it has been undertaking various projects that enhance development with over 37 million birr. Industry General Manager Gurara Gebissa said Tuesday that among the projects underway since last month are the construction of condominium houses, import of machinery which could be utilized for road construction and agriculture. Supplying produces to foreign and local markets by converting forest products to factory and industrial goods is also included among the projects, he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110396.html
South Africa: Oceana Lands Empowerment AA

Business Day (Johannesburg): Fishing group Oceana was yesterday awarded an "AA" rating by national empowerment ratings agency Empowerdex for its empowerment credentials. Oceana is now one of 38 companies out of the 2000 listed and unlisted organisations that have been rated by Empowerdex to receive an AA rating. The highest rating awarded by the agency is AAA, which only a few companies have received. The rating means the group has "good, broad-based empowerment" according to Empowerdex. In total, 30.16% of Oceana is owned by black investors, including employees, an empowerment partner and Oceana's major investors. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701120181.html
South Africa: Treat Green Lobby As a Religion

Business Day (Johannesburg): Anthropologists have established how different cultures independently evolve similar myths -- familiar stories, such as the myth of the Fall and of the Apocalypse, which meet deep-seated human needs. In Europe, these stories no longer have the impact they did. Environmentalism now fulfils for many people the widespread longing for simple, all-encompassing narratives. Environmentalism offers an alternative account of the natural world to the religious and an alternative anti-capitalist account of the political world to the Marxist. The rise of environmentalism parallels in time and place the decline of religion and of socialism. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701100392.html
Zimbabwe: Thousands of Fish Die in Lake Chivero

The Herald (Harare): Thousands of fish have died since last week owing to depressed oxygen levels at Lake Chivero, Harare's largest water source, the Parks and Wildlife Management Authority has said. Parks spokesperson Retired Major Edward Mbewe yesterday said the most affected fish were the Nile Bream. Most of the fish died at the mouths of Manyame and Marimba rivers. "We recorded deaths of fish at Lake Chivero over the past week, something which has become an annual phenomenon during the rainy season. The extent of the deaths varies with each year. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701100267.html
Zimbabwe: City Council Recruits 1 000 Casual Workers to Cut Grass

The Herald (Harare): Harare City Council, reeling under heavy criticism for failing to cut grass across the city, has heeded pressure and is now recruiting more than 1 000 casual workers to cut grass. The city's parks department, which is responsible for the maintenance of the city's parks and scenery, is heavily incapacitated with only five functional tractors for the whole city. Council spokesman Mr Percy Toriro said interested candidates should approach district offices and register. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110267.html
Zimbabwe: Hunting Concessions On State Land to Be Renewed

The Herald (Harare): Hunting concessions on State land, including traditional safari areas and the experimental leases will be renewed from an initial period of five years in line with the Parks and Wildlife Act, Minister of Environment and Tourism Cde Francis Nhema has said. Cde Nhema said in a statement yesterday that the renewal depended on satisfactory performance during the first five years. "After a total of 10 years, these concessions will be auctioned. The renewal further depends on the payment of the current market value right to hunt fees based on the annual fixed quota," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110306.html
Zimbabwe: 'ZRP's Biodiesel Project On Course'

The Herald (Harare): The Zimbabwe Republic Police national biodiesel project is on course with the force beginning to transplant Jatropha seedlings in its pilot project which is expected to cover 100 hectares this year. ZRP chose Mashonaland Central as the hub of its project and last year saw the force planting one hectare of seedlings at Shamva ZRP Farm, which are now being distributed to various centres countrywide.

Police expected to produce 1 000 litres of biodiesel a day as soon as harvesting begins in two years' time. Mashonaland Central and Matabeleland South are at the forefront of the ZRP biodiesel project with the two provinces each planting 20 hectares of the high oil-yielding plant. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701120088.html
Namibia: Ogongo Wildlife Camp Too Full

The Namibian (Windhoek): The Wildlife Camp at Ogongo Agricultural College now contains more wild animals than its carrying capacity and this could lead to a shortage of grazing. Nghilai Evaristo, the Ministry of Environment and Tourism's Chief Warden for the North and Central region, told The Namibian at Ongwediva that the 1 000-hectare camp has a carrying capacity of 65 wild animals, but is now home to 157 animals. This is after the Ministry culled some of the animals in June last year, following a game count in August 2005 which found that there were 266 animals in the camp. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110139.html
Nigeria: Ogoni - SPDC Warns Against Continued Well Head Fires

This Day (Lagos): The Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria Limited (SPDC) has warned that the continuing denial of access to the site of the Bomu wells 41 and 51 fires in Ogoni land, where it has not operated since 1993 could cause a blow-out which will result to serious environmental damage and risk of injury or death to people within the area. The Royal Dutch company, in a statement made available to THIS DAY last night stated that the lack of access to the site is frustrating its efforts at putting out the fires, and warned that continuing fire on the well head will compromise the Well Control equipment that is installed on the wells, and lead to total loss of control of the wells.

Nigeria: Our Dirty Cities

Vanguard (Lagos): Nigerian cities are getting dirtier by the day. There are few exceptions to this general laxity in the care for the environment. There appears to be an unofficial competition for the city that would claim the prize for being the dirtiest. Each city seems to take the contest serious with the official neglect that its government professes for the environment. The keenness of the contention for the title would make the announcement of a clear winner difficult. In the past, governments have blamed the filth on the streets on the dirty habits of city residents. Very little is done in educating them and environmental laws, where they are enacted, are either inadequate, or implemented half-heartedly. In most cases, the cleanliness of the environment receives attention only when important dignitaries are visiting, a typical example of the deceit that has been built into the importance of a wholesome environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110093.html
Nigeria: MOSOP Threatens to Drag Shell Before EFCC

This Day (Lagos): The Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) yesterday threatened to drag Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) before the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) for economic sabotage over their alleged setting of oil wells in Ogoniland on fire. Reacting to the allegation by SPDC that Ogonis were not allowing them access to oil wells to put out fires reported there, MOSOP countered that the Anglo-Dutch oil company was blackmailing them. The statement issued through their Information Officer, Mr. Bari-ara Kpalap, alleged that it was such untruth peddled by SPDC that prompted the late General Sani Abachi to embark on genocide against them. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701130029.html
Nigeria: Obasanjo - Africa Needs Global Aid On Climate Change

This Day (Lagos): President Olusegun Obasanjo yesterday in Accra asked for international assistance to enable African nations develop their adaptive capacities to cope with the challenges of climate change. He was speaking on the "Environment and the Natural Habitat" at the Second German-African Forum. According to a statement from the President's Senior Special Assistant on Media, Mrs. Oluremi Oyo, Obasanjo said many African nations did not contribute to environmental degradation through emissions but suffered debilitating implications due to the activities of other nations. He called for strict adherence by all nations to existing international protocols on environmental and bio-diversity preservation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701140005.html
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UN TEAM ON PEACEKEEPING OPTIONS HEADS TO CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC IN NEXT TWO WEEKS

A United Nations assessment mission will head to the Central African

Republic (CAR) within the next fortnight to consider whether blue helmets

should be sent to stabilize the troubled country and its neighbour Chad in

the wake of recent clashes between rebels and Government forces in both

countries.

Lamine Cissé, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the CAR,

told reporters today after giving a briefing to the Security Council that

the mission team is currently determining its terms of reference and will

travel to the region either “next week or the week after.”

That mission is expected to then make recommendations on whether a UN force

or some other operation is needed for the CAR and/or for Chad.

The UN Peacebuilding Office to the country (BONUCA), the UN Development

Programme (UNDP) and other outside parties have also stepped up their

efforts for all sides – including the rebels – to begin formal political

dialogue as early as next month, Gen. Cissé said.

The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) inside the CAR has topped

150,000, with most concentrated in the country’s north and east, close to

the borders with Chad and Sudan’s war-torn Darfur region.

Toby Lanzer, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator to the CAR, said today that

“clearly we’re very worried about the humanitarian situation. It is

extremely serious.”

Mr. Lanzer and Gen. Cissé also expressed concern about a reported armed

attack last night by rebels in the town of Paoua, northwest of the capital,

Bangui. Gen. Cissé said UN officials are still investigating whether the

attackers are part of an existing rebel force, criminal gang or group of

bandits.

Tomorrow a separate team heads from Bangui by road to the CAR’s northeast

to assess the situation of IDPs in that region.

* * *

IRAQ: UN HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF EXPRESSES REGRET AT HANGING OF SADDAM’S CO-DEFENDANTS

The top United Nations human rights official has voiced regret over today’s

execution in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, of the two co-defendants of former

president Saddam Hussein.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour released a statement

saying she also held concerns over the fairness and impartiality of the

trial that led to the death sentences imposed on Awad Hamad al-Bandar and

Barzan Ibrahim al-Hassan. The two men had been found guilty last year of

crimes against the civilian population of the town of Dujail in 1982.

“The imposition of the death penalty after a trial and appeal proceedings

that do not respect the principles of due process amounts to a violation of

the right to life,” she said.

Ms. Arbour said that while bringing those people responsible for serious

human rights violations to justice is crucial for effective national

reconciliation, “to be credible and durable the fight against impunity must

be based on respect for international human rights standards and the rule

of law, and must not come at their expense.”

The High Commissioner added that while she is opposed to capital punishment

under all circumstances, in this case it also means it is “more difficult

to have a complete judicial accounting of other, equally horrendous, crimes

committed in Iraq.”

Earlier this month, citing concerns about the impartiality of the trial,

Ms. Arbour issued a direct appeal to Iraqi President Jalal Talabani asking

that the two co-defendants not be executed. That call was endorsed at the

time by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s spokesperson, who today joined Ms.

Arbour in voicing regret at the executions.

* * *

UN ENVOY CONCLUDES VISIT TO DARFUR WITH PLEA FOR END TO VIOLENCE

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Envoy for Darfur has wrapped up his

mission to Sudan with a first-hand visit to the war-torn region, where he

urged the parties to stop the violence in order to pave the way for a

political settlement.

Jan Eliasson met Sudanese Government representatives on Friday in El

Fasher, the capital of North Darfur state, along with members of two rebel

groups that did not sign the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) last May – the

Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and one wing of the Sudan Liberation

Movement/Army (SLM/A).

This was the last leg of a week-long trip that has included talks with

Sudanese President Omar el-Bashir, other senior Government figures and

former rebels – including Minni Minawi of the SLM/A – in Khartoum, and with

African Union (AU) officials in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Mr. Eliasson said he stressed to the non-signatories that a reduction in

violence is essential to creating the kind of atmosphere that is conducive

to reaching a durable political settlement in Darfur, where more than

200,000 people have been killed and at least 2 million others displaced.

Fighting erupted in 2003 between Government forces, allied militias and

rebel groups seeking greater autonomy, and about 4 million people now

depend on outside aid. UN officials have said frequently that Darfur is the

scene of the world’s gravest humanitarian crisis, and Mr. Ban said earlier

this month that resolving the conflict would be one of the priorities of

his time in office.

A former General Assembly president and Swedish foreign minister, Mr.

Eliasson was appointed last month to re-energize diplomatic efforts towards

achieving a non-military solution based on the DPA, which was signed by the

Government and only some of Darfur’s rebel groups.

The envoy’s talks over the past week have included discussions on a

three-phase plan culminating in the deployment of a hybrid UN-AU

peacekeeping force in Darfur to replace the existing and under-staffed AU

monitoring mission known as AMIS. The new hybrid force is expected to

comprise about 17,000 troops and 3,000 police officers.

* * *

‘EXTREME MARATHON’ RUNNERS CROSS TWO THIRDS OF SAHARA IN UN BID TO FOCUS ON WATER NEEDS

Running the equivalent of two marathons a day in some of the harshest

conditions on Earth, three young athletes have pounded approximately two

thirds of their way across the Sahara Desert in a United Nations-backed bid

to raise awareness of the burgeoning global water crisis.

Charlie Engle of the United States, Ray Zahab of Canada and Kevin Lin from

Taiwan, province of China, crossed from Niger into Libya on Saturday,

completing some 3,800 kilometres of their 6,437-kilometre-long extreme

quest that is taking them from Senegal on the Atlantic Ocean to Cairo, UN

Development Programme (UNDP) spokesperson Irena Mihova told the UN News

Service today.

They expect to cross into Egypt on 13 February, reaching the Red Sea on 23

February before turning north to Cairo, in an awareness-raising odyssey

that will be the subject of a feature documentary film, “Running the

Sahara,” directed by Oscar winner James Moll and narrated by another Oscar

laureate, Matt Damon, executive producer, with UNDP as co-producer.

Pounding over endless sands and camel tracks, past towering dunes, stark

rock mountains and mud-brick mosques, through oases and nomad settlements,

the three left St. Louis in Senegal in early November and passed through

Mauritania, Mali and Niger before reaching Libya.

“For the runners, water is a daily necessity,” Ms. Mihova said. “For the

people of the Sahara, and throughout the developing world, it is a lifelong

concern.”

This is made clear in the UNDP 2006 Human Development Report – Beyond

scarcity: Power, poverty and the global water crisis – which offers fresh

new data on how many poor people go without water and sanitation, the

inequality of access within and between nations, and how clean water

affects child survival rates.

It calls on the Group of Eight (G-8) developed nations to spearhead an

urgent global action plan to resolve the world’s growing water and

sanitation crisis, which causes nearly 2 million child deaths every year

and holds back countries’ development, especially in Africa.

Against the backdrop of the world-wide challenges the water crisis presents

to development, the three athletes are interacting with the people who live

in the 5.6 million square kilometres of the Sahara, witnessing some of the

work by UNDP and others in the region.

“Each runner brings his own unique story and motivations, but all unite

around a love for Africa and a profound desire to make a difference in the

lives of the people of the Sahara in the best way they know how – by

risking their lives running coast-to-coast across the Sahara Desert to

prove that the impossible is possible; and in the process bring people into

a new relationship with the Sahara and its people,” UNDP said.

Among projects by the agency and Global Environment Facility, an

independent financial organization, that the runners have already visited

or will soon visit during their extreme marathon are water-management,

governance and peace-building efforts in Mali and Niger, a conservation

project for medicinal plants in Egypt, dam construction in Mauritania and a

school in Senegal.

In addition to the 90-minute film, slated for international release in late

2007, a Web site tracks the progress of Engle, Zahab and Lin, providing

information about the people and projects they visit. Web visitors can also

pledge support on a per-mile basis for water projects through H2O Africa,

the charitable component of Running the Sahara.

* * *

WOMEN AND GIRLS MUST BE PROTECTED FROM VIOLENCE, UN OFFICIAL TELLS RIGHTS COMMITTEE

States who have signed on to the United Nations international bill of

rights for women must continue to press for an end to gender-based

violence, a senior UN official today told experts gathering in New York to

evaluate compliance with the treaty.

“Regrettably, violence against women and girls remains unabated in whatever

form and manifestation, depriving them of the full enjoyment of their human

rights,” said Rachel Mayanja, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General

on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, according to the text of her

remarks.

Ms. Mayanja was addressing the Committee on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women, a panel comprising 23 international experts

on women’s issues, which opened a two-week session at UN Headquarters in

New York.

Established in 1982, the Committee tracks the status of women in countries

that have ratified the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Currently, the Convention has 185

States parties.

Ms. Mayanja also welcomed Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s appointment of

three women in top posts within the Organization. “His tenure as

Secretary-General has started very auspiciously for women,” she said. “Of

the five appointments he has made so far three are women, translating into

60 per cent.”

She pointed out that Deputy Secretary-General designate Asha-Rose Migiro

previously served as Committee member.

During this session, the Committee’s 37th, panel members will examine the

reports of 15 countries – Austria, Azerbaijan, Colombia, Greece, India,

Kazakhstan, Maldives, Namibia, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Peru, Poland,

Suriname, Tajikistan and Viet Nam – regarding their implementation of

measures to eliminate discrimination against women.

* * *

RECORD NUMBER OF COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTE RECORD AMOUNT TO UN POPULATION FUND

One hundred and eighty countries contributed $360 million to the regular

resources of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) last year, the

highest number of donors and the largest total since the organization began

its operations in 1969 to promote a raft of activities from ensuring safe

births to reducing poverty.

“We are very thankful for the continuous and growing support from nearly

all United Nations Member States,” UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed

Obaid said today.

“We take this new record as a solid sign of the global commitment to our

work and mandate. It also highlights the importance of sexual and

reproductive health, as well as HIV prevention, for development.”

The number of UNFPA donor countries has steadily increased over the last

few years, from 69 in 1999, to 172 in 2005, to last year’s record. The top

six donors were the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, the United Kingdom, Japan

and Denmark. In addition, every nation in Latin America and the Caribbean,

as well as all sub-Saharan Africa, pledged funds to UNFPA in 2006.

In 2005, co-financing income, earmarked to specific projects, reached $158

million, which included contributions for two highly visible emergencies,

the 2004 Asian tsunami and the 2005 Pakistan earthquake.

Co-financing income in 2006 reached the same high level, even though there

were no emergencies of the same scale. The number of donors committed to

multi-year funding also rose from 55 countries in 2005 to 73 countries in

2006.

“Achieving universal access to reproductive health is vital for poverty

eradication, and it requires partnerships and efforts from governments and

the civil society,” Ms. Obaid said. “Seeing so many different countries

supporting our work is heart-warming, and I hope this support will continue

to grow in the years to come.”

UNFPA promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of

health and equal opportunity. It supports countries in using population

data for policies and programmes to reduce poverty and to ensure that every

pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every young person is free of

HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and respect.

* * *

GEORGIA: CONCERNED AT RECENT SPIKE IN VIOLENCE, BAN KI-MOON URGES ALL SIDES TO TALK

Warning that recent deadly violence between Abkhaz separatists and Georgian

authorities could escalate, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has urged all

sides to “engage in dialogue” to bring peace to a region where fighting

forced nearly 300,000 refugees to flee their homes 14 years ago.

“The recent acts of violence in the conflict zone are a cause for concern.

I condemn them and urge the parties to work together in identifying and

bringing to justice those responsible. I appeal to both sides to engage in

dialogue to prevent an escalation of the situation on the ground,” Mr. Ban

said in a report to the Security Council.

“I continue to believe that there can be no lasting settlement without a

determined effort by both sides to seek, through genuine negotiations and

in deeds, to establish a different kind of relationship between them,” he

added, while reaffirming the readiness of the UN Observer Mission in

Georgia (UNOMIG) to assist in bringing the two sides together.

The report, dated 11 January and covering the previous three months,

highlights in particular the killings of three members of the Abkhaz

militia on 25 and 26 December 2005, and also an attack on a Georgian

checkpoint on 5 January that killed one policeman and wounded another.

UNOMIG condemned the incidents while also launching investigations, and in

his report Mr. Ban warns that “the sides’ focus seems to have shifted

towards enlisting more active external support, rather than addressing each

other’s concerns and pursuing their political objectives through mutual

accommodation.”

The mandate of UNOMIG, which as of the start of this year was made up of

127 military observers and 14 police officers, runs until 15 April. In

addition to its patrolling and observing functions, the mission is involved

in training and humanitarian efforts in the troubled region.

* * *

UNESCO, US HOST CONFERENCE ON ELIMINATING ADULT ILLITERACY

With an estimated 781 million adults, or one in five of the world’s total,

unable to read or write, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today called for a massive increase in

training literacy teachers.

“If we are to achieve universal primary education…it is clear that there

must be a huge expansion in training for teachers who work with adults in

non-formal contexts,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura told a

roundtable discussion that he hosted at the agency’s Paris headquarters

together with United States First Lady Laura Bush, who is the Honorary

Ambassador for the UN Literacy Decade (2003-2012).

The roundtable, entitled “Teacher Training and Literacy,” highlighted the

need for a greater supply of trained teachers in regions where an acute

shortage is affecting efforts to promote literacy and meet the goals of the

Education for All program by 2015. It brought together teachers from the

developing world, representatives from UNESCO delegations and UNESCO

secretariat staff.

“Ending illiteracy is a challenge for every country,” Mrs. Bush said. “Yet

investing in literacy and education helps governments to meet their

fundamental obligations: improving opportunities for children and families,

strengthening their economies, and keeping their citizens in good health.”

Today's meeting served as a bridge between the first ever White House

Conference on Global Literacy in Washington last September, and the first

of five follow-up UNESCO regional literacy conferences to be held in Qatar

in March.

An Africa regional conference will take place in Mali in September and

three other conferences are planned for Latin America in Costa Rica, Europe

and Central Asia in Azerbaijan, and Asia, the location of which has yet to

be determined.

The September conference included presenters from nine countries

representing all regions of the world and highlighted successful literacy

programmes in the areas of intergenerational literacy, health literacy and

literacy for economic self-sufficiency.

Mr. Matsuura called the September gathering an outstanding success that

will inject “vital new momentum into the drive for literacy worldwide.”

* * *

AFGHANISTAN: UN AGENCIES STEP UP AID FOR 15,000 FAMILIES DISPLACED BY

FIGHTING IN SOUTH

United Nations agencies have launched a month long emergency operation to

provide humanitarian aid to more than 15,000 Afghan families displaced by

the insurgency in Kandahar province.

“We are glad to report that this operation is currently running smoothly

and there have been no security or weather concerns so far,” UN Assistance

Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) spokesman Aleem Siddique told a news

briefing in Kabul, the capital, today.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is distributing nearly 1,500 tons of

mixed foods including wheat, rice, cooking oil and pulses, while the UN

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the

intergovernmental International Organisation for Migration (IOM) are

providing 4,000 blankets, 2,000 plastic sheets, and 2,000 family kits with

cooking stoves, kerosene lamps and other cooking utensils.

Also today, UNHCR announced that, together with the Ministry of Refugees

and Repatriation, it had helped over 1 million returned refugees to build

their own homes since 2002, as part of initial reintegration efforts to

help the most vulnerable returnees.

Since Afghan voluntary repatriation started in 2002, more than 160,000

returnee families have received UNHCR construction kits and have completed

building their homes. Despite security constraints in the south and

south-eastern provinces, UNHCR has provided more than 24,000 shelter units

to build homes for nearly 170,000 Afghans. Some 18,000 shelters countrywide

were completed ahead of winter in 2006 alone.

Overall some 4.7 million Afghans, who fled the country during more than two

decades of Soviet occupation and subsequent factional fighting, have

returned home since the ouster of the hard-line Taliban regime in 2001.

There are still an estimated 3.5 million Afghan refugees in Iran and

Pakistan.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

15 January, 2007

====================================================================

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, all.

**Secretary-General’s Trip
The Secretary-General will be in Washington tomorrow, as you know, where he will meet President Bush at the White House.  He will also go to Capitol Hill, where he will have discussions Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning with leaders of both houses of the Congress -- Democrats as well as Republicans. 

A public speech, hosted by the Center for Strategic and International Studies, is scheduled for tomorrow afternoon.  Copies of that speech will be available tomorrow.

** Iraq
On Iraq, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, expressed regret over the execution in Baghdad today of Awad Hamad Al-Bandar and Barzan Ibrahim Al-Hassan, who had been charged with crimes against civilians in Dujail, Iraq.

The High Commissioner reiterated her concerns about the fairness and impartiality of the trial before the Iraqi High Tribunal and recalled that, under international law, the application of capital punishment was only possible under narrow, strictly regulated circumstances.

Arbour also reiterated that she herself was opposed to capital punishment under all circumstances.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council today held consultations on the Central African Republic.  General Lamine Cissé, the head of the UN Peacebuilding Office in that country, briefed Council members on the latest developments there.  General Cissé just spoke to reporters at the Security Council stakeout.

On Friday afternoon, the Security Council failed to adopt a resolution on Myanmar, due to negative votes by two permanent members:  Russia and China.  The resolution received 9 votes in favour to 3 against, with South Africa also voting against it, and 3 abstentions, from Indonesia, Qatar and the Republic of the Congo.

** Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Darfur, Jan Eliasson, has concluded his first official visit to the Sudan.  Last Friday, Eliasson visited El Fasher, the capital of the State of North Darfur, where he met with local government representatives as well as non-signatories of the Darfur Peace Agreement, namely from the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army(SLM/A).

His message to the parties was to commit to reduction of violence in order to create an environment conducive to a political settlement.

Meanwhile, the Tripartite Mechanism on the implementation of the UN support to the African Union (AU) force in Darfur, which comprises representatives from AMIS, the UN Mission and the Government of National Unity of the Sudan, held its fourth meeting over the weekend. 

The UN Mission informed the group that a second group of 10 military staff officers will be deployed to Darfur to support the African Union mission.  This is in addition to the 17 UN military staff officers and 19 UN police advisers who are already in Darfur, as part of the so-called light support package.

Phase two of UN support to the African Union force in Darfur will consist of a heavy support package, including additional staff and equipment.  The United Nations and the African Union are in the process of finalizing the heavy support package and will jointly inform the Government of National Unity of the Sudan on its details.

The UN Mission also reports that the security situation in South Darfur continues to be volatile.

** Georgia
The Secretary-General’s latest report on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, is now out on the racks.  In it, he says that the focus of the Georgian and Abkhaz sides seems to have shifted towards enlisting more active external support, rather than addressing each other’s concerns and pursuing their political objectives through mutual accommodation.

The Secretary-General also says that recent acts of violence in the conflict zone are a cause for concern.  He condemns them and urges the parties to work together in identifying and bringing to justice those responsible.  He also appeals to both sides to engage in dialogue.

** Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, Tom Koenigs, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, welcomed an Afghan presidential decree confirming the appointment of 40 new police officials to the country's national force as a step towards stability.

Koenigs said, in a statement released in Kabul on Saturday, that all of the officials had been selected based on “merit, integrity and experience”.  He expressed confidence that “their skills, experience and commitment to public service will serve them well as they continue the work of cementing much needed peace and stability across Afghanistan”. 

**Women
On women, the thirty-seventh session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women opened this morning in Conference Room 3. 

During this session, which will last until 2 February, the Committee will examine 15 country reports.

This is all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Two questions, well, one request and a question.  Will you be able to give us copies of the CSIS speech?

Spokesperson:  Yes.  It will be given to you tomorrow under embargo, but before he delivers it.

Question:  Can we have it in time for European deadlines, please?

Spokesperson:  We’ll do our best.

Question:  Now, a question of policy.  With regard to the personnel shift now, what is the Secretary-General’s policy going to be on the existing network of Special Representatives?  I don’t know if you’ve addressed this before, but is there going to be a refreshing or changing of Special Representatives? 

Spokesperson:  Well, there is going to be a review of all those posts, yes.  As we have said, all the USGs [Under-Secretaries-General] and ASGs [Assistant Secretaries-General] will eventually be reviewed…

Question:  Well, this may be a technicality, but are all the Special Representatives of the Secretary-General (SRSG), either USGs or ASGs?  I’m not sure that they are.

Spokesperson:  Most of them are, yes.  And all those will be reviewed.

Question:  Could you tell us –- I know you mentioned Ms. Arbour’s reaction to the executions today –- could you tell us the Secretary-General’s reaction?

Spokesperson:  To the executions?  Ok.  He has spoken twice on the subject as you know.  He regrets that, despite pleas from both himself and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to spare the lives of the two co-defendants, they were both executed.  That is all I have to say.

Question:  Is he going to contact the Iraqi Government about this?  Or is he going to follow this subject up, that they disregarded his call for restraint?

Spokesperson:  No.  He has already called for restraint.  I don’t think there will be further discussions on this issue with the Government.

Question:  On the Secretary-General’s trip to Washington.  Will he be having any press availability there?  Will you have a more complete schedule so we can notify our people if they are following the visit?

Spokesperson:  For the time being we don’t yet have his press availability outside the different meeting rooms.  I’ll find out for you if there will be possibilities.

Question:  Did the Secretary-General have any reaction to the voting against the US-sponsored resolution on Myanmar this past Friday? 

Spokesperson:  He regrets there was no unity in the Security Council on Myanmar. 

Question:  Do you keep records of how many times Ban Ki-moon, in his previous capacity, visited Washington and met with President Bush?

Spokesperson:  Well, I don’t have the exact count, but I can tell you that he is going this time as Secretary-General, which is a new…

Question:  But before that, how many times did he go there?

Spokesperson:  I don’t have that information.

Question:  Can you find out for us?

Spokesperson:  Yes, sure.  No problem.

[Shortly after the briefing, the Spokesperson’s Office announced that as Secretary-General-designate, Mr. Ban Ki-moon had met once with President Bush.]

Question:  On the Secretary-General’s talks on Washington with President Bush, could you tell us the topics on the agenda?

Spokesperson:  We don’t have the exact agenda.  You know that a statement had been issued on President Bush’s side, and I think there will be other subjects that will be introduced by the Secretary-General.  We don’t have that right now; at this point, we don’t know what the topics will be.  But we will inform you as soon as he meets with President Bush, and as soon as we have some reading of the exchange between the two. 

Question:  Two questions.  One, can you tell us who is going on the Washington trip with Mr. Ban?

Spokesperson:  I will have a complete list tonight and will give it to you. 

Question:  You don’t have it now?

Spokesperson:  No.  I don’t have it currently.

Question:  Secondly, since you mentioned General Lamine Cissé, what about the other, what about the other Lamin Sise?  Is he still on the thirty-eighth floor?  Will he continue to advise Ban Ki-moon as he did Kofi Annan?

Spokesperson:  Yes, presently he is working on the thirty-eighth floor.

Question:  Is he staying or is he…?

Spokesperson:  I don’t know.  We don’t have that information.

Correspondent:  The thirty-eighth floor isn’t like the rest of the building, which, you know…I mean anybody on the thirty-eighth floor is either a USG or an ASG and anybody up there, we need to know who they are and what their status is.  

Question:  Last week, the Secretary-General said he was looking forward to a future meeting of the Quartet.  However, United States Secretary of State Rice announced that there was going to be a tripartite meeting with both sides this spring, so I just wanted to know the Secretary-General’s reaction to that.  Also, does he think that there is no need for a Quartet meeting, because the two sides were meeting separately?  Is he going to send anyone on the sidelines to speak to both parties? 

Spokesperson:  Well, the Secretary-General still insists that there be a meeting of the Quartet, probably in early February –- remember?  He announced it at his press conference.  And he spoke several times to Secretary Rice on the issue before she left on her trip.  So he is very well informed on what the American initiative is on that count.

Question:  Is the other meeting still going to go on?

Spokesperson:  It is going to go on and the Quartet is still going to meet.

Question:  Forgive me, I may have missed it.  I came in a little bit late.  You said there is a projected Quartet meeting in early February.  Is it going to be here or is it likely to be in another location?  

Spokesperson:  Well, it was already scheduled, as you probably know, to be held in Paris, but because of scheduling problems, we could not get all the parties to meet at that time.  So it was postponed and will now be held, as we said in early February -– when everyone would be available.  I don’t have an exact date yet.

Question:  I’m not talking about dates, I’m talking about venue.

Spokesperson:  We don’t know yet what the venue will be.  That depends on the availability of the different people.

Question:  So it might be here or it might be in Paris, as it was last May?

Spokesperson:  Yes.

Question:  Regarding the issue of the American attack on the Iranian Consulate in northern Iraq, have there been any talks or consultations with the United Nations and the parties concerned regarding the release of these diplomats?  

Spokesperson:  Not that I know of.

Question:  Is Mr. Ban Ki-moon going to discuss this or raise the issue in his meetings in Washington?

Spokesperson:  He is aware of it, but I don’t know what further steps will be taken.

Question:  What about the overflights in Lebanon?  Has UNIFIL reported any recent developments?  

Spokesperson:  Well, UNIFIL has not informed us of any.

Question:  Not recently? 

Spokesperson:  Not recently.

Question:  Last week I asked you about the UN appeal to support displaced Iraqis.  Do you have any information on this?  Who is responsible for this initiative?  What has been accomplished?

Spokesperson:  No.  I don’t have any additional information on that.

[The Spokesperson later reminded the journalist that, as she had previously announced, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees was responsible for this particular appeal.]

Question:  I understand that the Secretary-General will be seeing Mr. Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Convention on Climate Change, at 5:00.  Is it possible for you to arrange a press conference for tomorrow, since he will be here for several days and it would be good for us to have a chance to talk to him? 

Spokesperson:  We’ll try to arrange that.

Question:  In Uganda, during these peace talks, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) said they now want to return to Uganda.  They said they would shoot their way in, the army said it would shoot back at them.  Does the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Joaquim Chissano, have anything to say on that?  What is his status?

Spokesperson:  We will ask about it.  We don’t have a reaction yet.

[The Spokesperson later added that Special Envoy Joaquim Chissano was in the region consulting with the parties, including Vice-President Machar of Southern Sudan, the facilitator, on how to move the process forward speedily, taking into account the yearning of the people of northern Uganda for peace and reconciliation.]

Question:  Also, with all that’s going on in Bangladesh, it seems like the UN Resident Coordinator has made a number of statements about what would constitute legitimate elections and what should take place.  Is there some thought of the Secretariat sending an envoy there?  Is the Resident Coordinator checking with the Secretariat before she makes these statements?

Spokesperson:  I’m sure they are aware of what is happening and of what is being said over there.

Question:  Also, Ban Ki-moon met with James Morris on Friday I think.  It was on his schedule.  Do you know what that meeting was about or what they discussed?  

Spokesperson:  They of course discussed the World Food Programme.  As you know, Mr. Morris is supposed to leave in early April and to be replaced on 5 April.  So it was just a visit to talk about the World Food Programme and his own concerns.

Question:  To follow up on my question from Friday, did any Member State ask the Secretary-General not to send the team to Beit Hanoun as required by the General Assembly resolution, or was there some other reason?  And considering the Secretary-General’s commitment to transparency, why has it taken several weeks to even acknowledge that he is not sending the team?

Spokesperson:  Well, we don’t have that information yet.  You have to realize that the Secretary-General started ten days ago, on reorganizing the UN system and trying to become acquainted with different issues.  So, I think it would be fair to give him the time to get into specific areas.  But he is fully informed of all those issues. 

Question:  Some strategic questions or questions of style.  Secretary-General Kofi Annan had a tendency to comment on world events almost daily, or in some cases, three or four times a day.  Has Ban Ki-moon taken the decision to comment considerably less often on world political events?  Are we going to get less of a running commentary or opinion on what is going on from the Secretary-General under Ban Ki-moon? 

Spokesperson:  Well, let’s give it a few days and we’ll find out. 

Question:  So this hasn’t been discussed as a matter of strategy?

Spokesperson:  No.  Not that I know of.  It’s not a strategy, no.

Question:  On Somalia:  there has been a state of emergency in that country for three months.  Is there any comment from the United Nations on the humanitarian situation there?  Are you going to follow up with the Government on the state of emergency?  

Spokesperson:  Well, we had an update for you Friday and we are going to continue to update you on the situation.  Yes, Evelyn?

Correspondent:  Just a point of information.  The former Secretary-General made public his comments on not sending the team to Beit Hanoun weeks ago.  His reason for not sending the team has been published as a letter to the General Assembly.  There’s no secret about it. 

Spokesperson:  No, there is no secret about it.  And on whether Secretary-General Ban will follow suit, for the time being, well, yes.

Question:  Just as a follow-up to this.  Has Secretary-General Ban had a chance to talk to the former Secretary-General in the past few weeks?  Does he know where the former Secretary-General is now?  Do you?  Are you in contact with him?  

Spokesperson:  Well, I’ll make sure to get that information for you.  I don’t have it personally, but I will get it for you.

Question:  Did he talk to Mr. Ban, or…?  

Spokesperson:  Well, he saw Mr. Ban right before he left.  I don’t know if they have had any further conversations since.  But he came to see Mr. Ban in his hotel, before he left for his trip.  I will let you know if there have been any other contacts between the two.  

Question:  And Mr. Ban Ki-moon is now in his official residence, isn’t he?  

Spokesperson:  No.  The residence, as you know, is being repaired.  The General Assembly approved funds to repair it.  It is really in a state of disarray.  It is really extremely dangerous at this point since it has equipment -- boilers and other such things -- that dates back some fifty years and has since become a fire hazard.  It had been decided that the building needed to undergo basic repairs. 

Question:  Since he has taken office, has Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon spoken to any world leaders?  

Spokesperson:  Well, you get his schedule everyday and you know that he has spoken on the phone to several of them.  I just mentioned that he had spoken to United States Secretary of State Rice about the Middle East issue, and he has spoken to several others.

Question:  Presidents?  

Spokesperson:  Yes, Presidents also.

Question:  [Deputy Secretary-General-designate] Mrs. Asha-Rose Mtengeti Migiro is in town today? 

Spokesperson:  Yes, she is.  She is meeting the Secretary-General today.  She will be taking up her functions as Deputy Secretary-General, we hope, in early February.  She has, of course, just arrived, and, for the time being, she will be getting acquainted with the responsibilities she will have and what they will entail.

Question:  But what is she doing today, though?  

Spokesperson:  Today she is just meeting staff -– meeting with people in her own office…

Question:  Will, she meet us?  

Spokesperson:  I’ll ask her.  She has told me she would be willing to meet with you, but we are waiting for her to fully take office before she speaks to the press.  And she is willing to do it.  She wants to.  

Correspondent:  She’s here.  We want to talk to her.

Spokesperson:  Yes, but give her time.  She just landed.  She has just arrived.

Question:  When you were asked last week or the week before if the UN had dropped its procedure of transparent shortlists, you said that the UN had not abandoned that procedure.  I’m wondering where those shortlists are and can we see them?  And further, with regard to the restructuring of the Department of Political Affairs (DPA) and the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and other departments, I understand that this would have to be sent to the General Assembly.  But will we get the proposals for those changes in some form or another?  How is the process going to work?  When will the changes go to the Assembly?

Spokesperson:  Well, the project has not been finalized yet.  It is still the object of consultations.  It is being discussed by the Secretary-General.  Once the project is finished and a draft is ready, of course, it will go to the General Assembly and of course to the Committee that deals with the financial implications… 

Question:  Can you give us a particular date?

Spokesperson:  I will get a date for you, but I don’t think they will have it now.  They will not give me a date immediately because I don’t know if they are ready for that.

Question:  Well then, can you give us the shortlist?

Spokesperson:  The shortlists apply to professionals being hired within this building.  However, I don’t think we will have a shortlist available for the USG posts or other top posts.

Question:  So just to clarify:  the UN has now stopped that practice.  Is that correct?

Spokesperson:  Well, we can ask.  We can ask. 

[The Spokesperson later clarified that the policy for making public the shortlists of senior appointments had not changed.  As had been the case in the past, for appointments of officials who required General Assembly approval, the UN would continue to make the shortlists public.  Shortlists were not made public for internal appointments made solely under the Secretary-General’s authority.]

Question:  If you as the Spokesperson and your office cannot answer my questions about the UN support for displaced Iraqis, then where can I go to get that information?

Spokesperson:  We can try to get back to the people in charge of refugees and internally displaced persons.  I can try to find out for you.  We’ll try to find out as soon as we can.

Correspondent:  You said last week that you would find out as soon as you could and you have not, and now I’m under pressure to get an answer.

Spokesperson:  I’m sorry about that.  Very well, come to my office and we’ll track down that information for you.

Question:  Just a follow-up to what Mark said:  Please let us know when these proposals go to the General Assembly. 

Spokesperson:  Definitely.  You will know before they go.

Question:  How many of the new posts have to be approved by the General Assembly?  Is there an attempt to not add to the number of USG posts so the Assembly will not have to approve extra funds?

Spokesperson:  Well, restructuring initiatives have to go through the General Assembly.  But there are some specific areas where the Secretary-General does not need approval from the General Assembly for nominations and appointments.  

Question:  Well, in an imaginary scenario, let’s just say that DPKO would be split into two departments.  Would that have to be approved by the General Assembly, because it would require another USG? 

Spokesperson:  No, the General Assembly would have to approve the actual restructuring, not the nominations.

Question:  The General Assembly would also have to approve the budget for that? 

Spokesperson:  And the budget, yes.

Question:  So the Secretary-General has the power like a “general manager” to pick his…?

Question…to appoint his top posts, yes. 

That’s all?  Thank you very much.
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