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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 31 January 2007  
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News

· U.N. chief asked to convene emergency climate change summit, official says (Associated Press)
· UN agency pressures Ban on climate crisis summit (Reuters)
· Le PNUE demande à Ban Ki-moon de réunir un sommet sur le climat (Le Monde)
· UN chief to face demands in Kenya for climate change summit (France24)
· Major Global Warming Report Due Friday (Fox News)
· Glaciers Melting at Accelerated Rate (Voice of America)

· Profound climate changes in store, experts say (IHT)

· Burkina Faso: Ouagadougou donne l'alerte, pollution par le mercure (L'Observateur Paalga)
· Torre Eiffel apagará luces al presentarse informe sobre clima (Internacionales)

Other Environment News
· Morrison climate warning strikes global note (Guardian Unlimited)
· On global warming, what US can learn from Europe (Christian Science Monitor)
· U.S. Congress Warming to Climate Debate (Environment News Service)
· Canada's Environment Watchdog Replaced (Reuters)
· California may ban conventional lightbulbs by 2012 (Reuters)
· Hong Kong's smog hits danger levels (Agence France Presse)
· Le difficile combat des écologistes chinois dans les campagnes polluées (Le Monde)
· Utah's mountains, valleys under a 'soup' (Associated Press)
· Great Barrier Reef 'will be bleached-out wasteland in 25 years' (The Telegraph)
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· ROAP

· ROWA

Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  30 January 2007
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  30 January 2007  
Associated Press: U.N. chief asked to convene emergency climate change summit, official says
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NAIROBI, Kenya: The top U.N. environment official has asked U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to convene an emergency world summit to combat global climate change, an official said, joining a growing chorus of world leaders and scientists calling for urgent action to cut greenhouse gases.

Ban met with the executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, Achim Steiner, who recommended the summit take place later this year, an official close to the talks said Tuesday. Ban was sympathetic to the idea, the official said on condition of anonymity because the talks were not public.

"Climate change is one of the most important and urgent agendas that the international community has to address before 2012," the U.N. chief said as he toured Kibera, one of Africa's largest slums and home to 800,000 people.

Kenya has agreed to host a possible summit, Ban said. He is scheduled to meet Kenyan president Mwai Kibaki Wednesday to discuss such a summit.

Nick Nuttall, spokesman for the U.N.'s Environment Program, said the summit could be held between July and December.

He said that the impetus for such a world summit is U.S. President George W. Bush acknowledging in his Jan. 24 State of the Union speech that climate change needs to be dealt with and the European Union's Jan. 10 proposals for a new European energy policy that stresses the need to slash carbon emissions blamed for global warming.

"There's a lot of momentum that has being building," for such a summit, Nuttall said. "We have a window of opportunity."

Discussions about the summit come as an authoritative global report, compiled by 2,000 climate experts and other scientists, is expected to be released Friday concluding that human-caused global warming is destined to get much worse.

World temperatures have risen to levels not seen in at least 12,000 years, propelled by rapid warming the past 30 years, scientists say.

They attribute at least some of the past century's one degree rise in global temperatures to the atmospheric accumulation of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases, byproducts of power plants, automobiles and other fossil fuel-burning sources.

The two warmest years on record for the world were 2005 and 1998. Last year was the hottest year on record for the United States.

Scientists have said that continued temperature increases could seriously disrupt the climate.

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol requires 35 industrialized nations to reduce their greenhouse emissions by 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012.

The U.S. and Australia are the only major industrial nations to reject Kyoto. Bush contends the emissions cuts would harm the U.S. economy.

Kyoto parties are discussing what kind of timetables and quotas should follow that pact's expiration in 2012.

They also are weighing ways to draw the United States, the world's biggest carbon dioxide emitter, into a mandatory system of emissions caps. Many look toward the scientists' upcoming assessment for support.

The first phase of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which runs to 1,600 pages, is being released in Paris on Friday. The full report will be issued in four phases over the year, as happened with the last IPCC report, issued in 2001.

That year, the panel said the world's average temperature would increase somewhere between 2.5 and 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit and the sea level would rise between 4 and 35 inches (10 and 89 centimeters) by the year 2100.

__________________________________________________________________________

Reuters:UN agency pressures Ban on climate crisis summit

[also in ABC News…….]

Tue 30 Jan 2007 10:57:21 GMT

(Adds details, background)

By Daniel Wallis

NAIROBI, Jan 30 (Reuters) - The U.N. environment agency pressured Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday to call an emergency climate summit amid dire reports about the risks from global warming.

A summit, tentatively planned for September, would focus on the hunt for a successor to the Kyoto Protocol on cutting greenhouse gases widely blamed for forecasts of more heatwaves, floods, droughts and rising sea levels.

U.N. environment agencies are lobbying Ban to play a leading role in helping governments battle climate change after Kyoto expires in 2012. But he has yet to endorse his officials' proposal for a summit of about 20 key world leaders.

On Tuesday, he was to discuss the plans in Nairobi with Achim Steiner, executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP). Earlier this month Ban also met Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. Climate Secretariat.

"This is a critical year and we must bring developed and developing countries together towards a conclusion," said Steiner's spokesman Nick Nuttall.

On Friday, the broadest scientific study of the human effect on the climate is set to conclude there is at least a 90 percent chance that human activities, mainly burning fossil fuels, are to blame for most of the warming in the last 50 years.

In a previous report in 2001, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said the link was at least 66 percent certain. IPCC experts are meeting in Paris to discuss and approve the draft report.

The report is also set to warn that average global temperatures will rise to 2.0 to 4.5 degrees Celsius (3.6 to 8.1 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels by 2100, with a "best estimate" of a 3.0 C (5.4 F) rise, scientists say.

Another section of the report, due in April, is expected to warn that between 1.1 and 3.2 billion people will face water shortages by the end of the century and hundreds of millions will go hungry, according to Australia's The Age newspaper.

Coastal flooding will hit another 7 million homes.


"HAVE TO MOVE NOW"

"It is now absolutely clear that we have to move together and we have to move now," UNEP's Nuttall said.

De Boer has said the new secretary-general would be in an excellent position to help step up action on climate change, but would first have to assess whether he had enough political support to fulfil the role.

Under Kyoto, 35 industrial nations agreed to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

Washington pulled out in 2001, arguing it cost jobs and wrongly excluded poorer nations. U.S. President George W. Bush last week called climate change a "serious challenge".

The biggest challenge of the post-Kyoto era is to entice non-participants like the United States, China, India, South Africa and Brazil to join to make the process more effective.

The last annual U.N. meeting of about 100 environment ministers in Nairobi in November made little progress on finding ways to broaden the protocol after it runs out.

__________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde :Le PNUE demande à Ban Ki-moon de réunir un sommet sur le climat

30.01.07

Par Daniel Wallis

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) exhorte Ban Ki-moon à convoquer d'urgence une conférence sur le climat, à quelques jours de la publication d'un rapport qui s'annonce alarmant sur les conséquences du réchauffement.

Ce sommet, qui pourrait se tenir en septembre, aura la lourde tâche de trouver un successeur au protocole de Kyoto, qui engage, jusqu'en 2012, 35 pays développés à réduire leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre.

Le PNUE cherche à convaincre le secrétaire général de l'Onu de jouer un rôle de premier plan dans la lutte contre le réchauffement, en faisant avancer les discussions entre les Etats sur l'après-Kyoto en 2012.

Après avoir rencontré Yvo de Boer, secrétaire exécutif du secrétariat des changements climatiques de l'Onu, Ban s'est entretenu ce mardi à Nairobi avec Achim Steiner, le directeur exécutif du PNUE. Mais il n'a pas repris à son compte l'idée d'organiser un sommet mondial sur l'environnement.

"Je sais que le gouvernement kenyan a proposé d'organiser un sommet de ce type. Je vais en discuter avec le président (du Kenya, Mwai Kibaki)", a déclaré à la presse le secrétaire général de l'Onu lors d'une brève visite dans un bidonville.

"Le changement climatique est l'un des enjeux les plus importants auxquels la communauté internationale devra faire face d'ici 2012. Je travaillerai en étroite collaboration avec les membres des Nations unies pour discuter de cette question", a-t-il ajouté.

Vendredi, le Groupe intergouvernemental d'experts sur l'évolution du climat (GIEC) doit présenter à Paris son nouveau rapport, effectuant la synthèse des travaux de 2.500 chercheurs de plus de 130 pays.

Selon des sources scientifiques, il devrait conclure qu'il est probable à plus de 90% que les activités humaines, notamment l'utilisation de combustibles fossiles, sont responsables du réchauffement observé depuis 1950.

Dans son précédent rapport, en 2001, le GIEC évaluait cette probabilité à 60%.

"AGIR MAINTENANT"

Le document souligne par ailleurs que la hausse des températures d'ici 2100 devrait être comprise entre 2 et 4,5 degrés Celsius par rapport aux niveaux pré-industriels.

Le réchauffement climatique entraînera d'ici 2080 des pénuries alimentaires pour des centaines de millions de personnes et de graves pénuries d'eau en Chine, en Australie ainsi que dans certaines parties d'Europe et des Etats-Unis, prédit également le GIEC.

Le long des côtes, la montée des eaux inondera sept millions de maisons, selon des extraits du rapport publiés par le journal australien The Age.

"Il est désormais absolument évident que nous devons agir ensemble et que nous devons agir maintenant", a martelé Nick Nuttal, porte-parole de Steiner.

"C'est une année décisive et nous devons mettre d'accord les pays développés et les pays en voie de développement sur une conclusion commune", a-t-il ajouté.

Selon De Boer, le secrétaire général de l'Onu occupe une position idéale pour donner un nouvel élan à la lutte contre le réchauffement climatique mais il devra au préalable évaluer les soutiens politiques sur lesquels il peut compter pour savoir s'il est en mesure d'assumer ce rôle.

En vertu du protocole de Kyoto, 35 pays développés doivent réduire d'ici 2008-2012 leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre à un niveau inférieur de 5% à ceux constatés en 1990.

En 2001, peu après l'élection de George Bush à la présidence, les Etats-Unis, principale source de gaz à effet de serre, se sont retirés de l'accord en invoquant ses effets négatifs sur l'économie et l'absence de contraintes imposées aux puissances économiques émergentes.

Le président américain a toutefois admis la semaine dernière que le réchauffement climatique constituait un important défi.

Pour être véritablement efficace, le successeur du protocole de Kyoto devra impliquer des Etats aujourd'hui non-signataires tels que les Etats-Unis, l'Inde, l'Afrique du Sud ou le Brésil.

Lors de la Conférence de Nairobi sur le climat en novembre dernier, les ministres de l'Environnement n'étaient pas parvenus à se mettre d'accord sur l'extension du protocole à d'autres pays après son expiration en 2012.

__________________________________________________________________________

France24 : UN chief to face demands in Kenya for climate change summit

by Gerard Aziakou

UN chief Ban Ki-Moon arrived in Kenya where environmentalists plan to press him to convene a special global climate change summit during his last stop on a four-nation tour of Africa.

After visits to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Congo and an African Union (AU) summit in Ethiopia, Ban touched down in Nairobi, home to the third largest collection of UN offices in the world.

Immediately upon arrival, the UN secretary general came face-to-face with the reality of abject African poverty as he toured the Kenyan capital's Kibera slum, one of the largest in sub-Saharan Africa.

Donning a safari suit and a UN cap, Ban, did a walkabout along the slum's dusty streets lined with rickety shacks and open sewers, followed by a mob of cameramen and excited residents.

"I'll try my best to help you," the UN chief, accompanied by UN-Habitat executive director Anna Tibaijuka, told the crowd in the slum, home to around 800,000 people and site of housing schemes run by the Nairobi-based UN Human Settlement Programme (UN-Habitat).

"What we want is affordable housing," resident Steven Stolalimau said. "We are happy to see him (Ban) because he is going to get us some houses."

During his one-day visit near the close of his first foreign trip since taking office on January 1, the former South Korean foreign minister was to meet with staff at the UN compound in the city, the base of the world body's organisations in Africa, including Habitat and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

UNEP chief Achim Steiner was to seek Ban's support for a planned September summit on climate change, seen by many as one of the world's most urgent crises with particularly adverse affects predicted in Africa.

"There is a plan to seek the support of the secretary general for a special climate summit involving heads of state," said UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttal.

"2007 is a critical year for taking the next steps toward reducing greenhouse gas emissions," he told AFP here Tuesday.

Asked about the plan, Ban's deputy chief of staff Kim Won-Soo told AFP: "the secretary general's commitment to climate change is very clear and very strong."

"He will use every occasion to raise awareness" of the issue, he added.

Environmentalists hope to hold the meeting between the annual summit of leaders from the G8 and the next meeting of signatories to the Kyoto Protocol on global warming in December.

"There is so much momentum on climate change. It is time to push hard to get close to a post-2012 deal," he said, referring to Kyoto's expiry date.

Speaking to reporters in Addis Ababa before departing for Nairobi, Ban highlighted the UN's leading role in tackling climate change which he described as "a scientifically proven fact" and called for concrete measures to combat it.

Monday he told the AU summit in Addis Ababa that "the impact of climate change will fall disproportionately on some of Africa's poorest countries."

"You can be sure that the challenge of climate change -- including in Africa -- will be one of my priorities as secretary general," he told African leaders.

And he appealed to the rest of the world to help African countries "adapting to the effects of a warming planet, while strengthening efforts to mitigate climate change."

On Friday in Paris, UN experts are due to release their first climate change assessment since 2001, a document likely to have far-reaching political and economic repercussions.

In Addis Ababa earlier in the day, the UN chief also deplored the fact that most of Africa was lagging behind the rest of the world in meeting the 2015 target for reaching the poverty-reduction Millenium Development Goals (MDGs).

He urged closer cooperation between the world body and the AU to to meet the MDGs in the areas of health, housing and education.

Before attending the AU summit in the Ethiopian capital, Ban stopped in Brussels, then Paris where he attended an aid conference for Lebanon reconstruction, before visiting DRC, where he delivered a keynote address to that country's new parliament, and neighboring Congo.

After wrapping up his Kenya stop, he is scheduled to travel to Amsterdam on Wednesday before heading to The Hague the following day for talks with Dutch leaders and a tour of the World Court and the UN-backed International Criminal Court.

He will then fly straight to Washington to attend Friday's meeting of the diplomatic Quartet -- the European Union, Russia, the United Nations and the United States -- on Middle East peace.

________________________________________________________________________

Fox News:Major Global Warming Report Due Friday

[also in the Houston Chronicle, CBS News, ……….others]
By ANGELA CHARLTON 01.30.07, 4:08 PM ET

The Eiffel Tower's 20,000 flashing light bulbs will go dark for five minutes on Thursday evening, hours before scientists and officials publish a long-awaited report about global warming.

The blackout comes at the urging of environmental activists seeking to call attention to energy waste - and just hours before world scientists unveil a major report on Friday warning that the planet will keep getting warmer and presenting new evidence of humanity's role in climate change.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will release a report laying out policy proposals for governments based on the latest research on global warming.

The top U.N. official for the environment asked Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday to convene an emergency summit of world leaders aimed at breaking a deadlock over cutting greenhouse gases.

The impetus for such a world summit is U.S. President George W. Bush's acknowledgment in his Jan. 24 State of the Union speech that climate change needs to be dealt with, and the EU's Jan. 10 proposals for a new European energy policy that stresses the need to slash carbon emissions blamed for global warming, U.N. environment program spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

"There's a lot of momentum that has being building," Nuttall said. "We have a window of opportunity."

Nuttall said the summit could be held between July and December.

The second day of the Paris talks wound down Tuesday evening more or less on schedule, according to officials at UNESCO, the conference's host.

There was little sign of the late-night wrangling among countries that marked previous reports. The report must be unanimously approved by bureaucrats from more than 100 governments who can challenge the scientists' wording.

"The government people determine how things are said, but we (the scientists) determine what is said," said Kevin Trenberth, a lead author of the report and director of climate analysis at the U.S. National Center for Atmospheric Research in Colorado.

The end result is a cautious document, many scientists say.

One Russian participant said Tuesday that the discussions he observed were more procedural than political.

Another observer who has taken part in several such conferences, Stephanie Tunmore of Greenpeace, said, "So far we're running on timetable. But who knows, we've got two more days. If there's any panic, it will be Wednesday night when they realize they've only got a few hours left."

An early draft of the report being released in Paris suggests it will contain stronger evidence of the human role in climate change and more specific predictions of rising temperatures and sea levels this century.

The report "won't change our scientific basis, but it will make our jobs easier," Steve Sawyer, of Greenpeace, said Tuesday. "It is an important and powerful new tool in public debate and policy debate."

Environmental groups have long urged governments and consumers to rely more on renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power instead of greenhouse gas-emitting ones like coal and oil. Greenhouse gases are considered a key culprit of rising global temperatures.

Associated Press Writers Jenny Barchfield in Paris, Seth Borenstien in Washington, and Tom Maliti in Nairoibi, Kenya, contributed to this report.

__________________________________________________________________________

Voice of America: Glaciers Melting at Accelerated Rate


By David McAlary 

Washington

30 January 2007


Scientists report that the world's mountain glaciers continue to melt at an accelerating rate. As we hear from VOA's David McAlary in Washington, global warming could cause most to disappear in a few decades.

There are more than 67,000 glaciers around the world in many different kinds of frigid landscapes. New data from 30 key glaciers in nine mountain ranges show that they are shrinking at ever faster rates, confirming the 2.5-decade-old trend of accelerated ice loss.

"Glaciers in the mountain areas are the clearest natural indicator of climate change," said Wilfried Haeberli, director of the World Glacier Monitoring Service in Zurich, Switzerland, which has issued the latest glacier data jointly with the United Nations Environment Program.

"If we look at the mountains, we see the changes going on and accelerating," he said. "We especially also see equilibrium conditions that are being disturbed. We go more and more away from conditions we have known from the past and we enter new conditions that really are rather unknown to us and very, very difficult to foresee."

The latest glacier findings are based on measurements taken in 2005. They reveal that the 30 reference glaciers have lost an average of about two thirds of a meter thickness per year since 2000. 

The World Glacier Monitoring Service says this is about 1.5 times the rate of thinning that occurred during the 1990s and three times the rate of the 1980s. The total average thickness loss of these long mountain ice flows has been nearly 10 meters since 1980.

Glaciers are Earth's biggest reservoir of fresh water and second only to the oceans in the amount of water they contain. They feed many rivers, and the U.N. Environment Program says their decline reduces the amount of fresh water for drinking, farming, and industrial purposes. Their shrinkage also contributes to sea level rise with the potential to threaten coastal and island regions.

Haeberli says the figures from 2006 are not yet available, but since it was one of the warmest years in many parts of the world, he expects them to show that the trend in glacier melt will continue.

"The glaciers we measure are relatively small and may disappear within a few decades," said Haeberli.

The glacier information is among the environmental data considered by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, now meeting in Paris before it issues its latest global warming predictions on Friday.

__________________________________________________________________________

International Herald Tribune: Profound climate changes in store, experts say 

By James Kanter and Andrew C. Revkin

Monday, January 29, 2007 

PARIS 

Scientists from across the world gathered Monday to hammer out the final details of an authoritative report on climate change that is expected to project centuries of rising temperatures and sea levels unless curbs in emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are put in place.

According to scientists involved in writing and reviewing the report, the fourth since 1990 from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a body overseen by the United Nations, the paper is nearly certain to conclude that there is at least a 90 percent chance that human-caused emissions are the main cause of warming since 1950.

The report, according to several authors, who spoke on condition of anonymity because details could still change, will describe growing evidence that warming is likely to profoundly transform the planet.

Three large sections of the report will be forthcoming during the year, with the summary for policy makers and sections on basic climate science coming Friday.

Among findings in recent drafts are that the Arctic Ocean could largely be devoid of sea ice in summers in this century; the Mediterranean shores of Europe could become barely habitable in summers while the Alps shift from snowy winter destinations to summer havens from the heat; growing seasons in temperate regions will expand, while droughts will further ravage semi-arid regions of Africa and southern Asia.

"Concerns about climate change and public awareness on the subject are at an all time high," the chairman of the climate change panel, Rajendra Pachauri, told delegates Monday.

"It would perhaps be no exaggeration to suggest that, at no time in the past, has there been a greater global appetite for knowledge on any subject as there is today on the scientific facts underlying the reality of global climate change," Pachauri said.

But scientists involved in the effort warned that squabbling between teams and representatives from governments of more than 100 countries over how to portray the most probable rise in sea levels during the 21st century could distract from the basic finding that a warming world will be one in which retreating coasts are the new norm for centuries to come.

Jerry Mahlman, an emeritus researcher at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado, who reviewed the report's single- spaced, 1,644-page summary of climate science, said that most of the leaks to the press so far had been from people eager to find elements that were the scariest or most reassuring.

He added in an interview that such efforts distract from the basic, undisputed findings, saying that those point to trends that are very disturbing.

He pointed to recent disclosures that there was still uncertainty about the pace at which seas will rise due to warming and melting of ice over the next 100 years. That span, he said, was just the start of a process of a rise in sea levels that would then almost certainly continue for 1,000 years or so.

The latest draft of the panel's summary highlights the hazardous consequences of "business as usual," finding that reaching twice the pre-industrial concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere will probably warm the climate 3.5 degrees Fahrenheit to 8 degrees Fahrenheit, or 6.3 degrees Celsius to 14.4 degrees Celsius, with a greater than one- in-ten chance of higher temperatures.

Even the midrange projection for warming, say many climate experts and biologists, will powerfully stress ecosystems and disrupt longstanding climate patterns related to water supplies and agriculture.

Many economists and energy experts long abandoned any expectation that the world can avoid a doubling of pre- industrial carbon dioxide concentrations given the growth of human populations; use of fossil fuels, particularly coal; and deforestation in the tropics.

As a result, a significant focus of the summary coming this week and of other sections of the report will be the necessity to bolster the resilience of agriculture and water supplies to inevitable shifts, while trying to slow and, as soon as it can be affordably done, reverse the century-long climb in releases of the heat-trapping gases.

Many experts involved in drawing up the report said there was hope that with a prompt start on slowing emissions, the chances of seeing much great warmer and widespread disruption of ecosystems and societies can be cut.

Outside experts agreed.

"We basically have three choices — mitigation, adaptation and suffering," said John Holdren, the president of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and an energy and climate expert at Harvard University. "We're going to do some of each. The question is what the mix is going to be. The more mitigation we do, the less adaptation will be required and the less suffering there will be."

One key point of controversy in recent drafts of the summary is a smaller rise in sea level than the last report projected. In the next several days, scientists relying on field observations and computer models of ocean and ice behavior in a warming world will struggle to find a consensus.

Some scientists say that the figures used in the new report are overly conservative because they leave out recent observations of instability in some ice sheets in Antarctica and Greenland.

Ice loss in those regions has been very sudden in some cases, implying a more rapid rise in sea levels than projected by some computer models.

Another possible point of contention during the four days of closed-door sessions in Paris this week could be assertions in early drafts that the recent warming rate was blunted by particle pollution and volcanic eruptions.

Some scientists say the final report should reflect the assumption that the rate of warming in coming years is likely to be more pronounced that in previous decades.

The report will not outline measures to tackle global warming. Instead, it will concentrate on the latest evidence that the phenomenon is under way.

But Achim Steiner, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, said the findings to be presented Friday should lead decision makers to accelerate efforts to slash carbon emissions and to help people in vulnerable parts of the world prepare for climate change.

"These findings should strengthen the resolve of governments to act now to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and put in place the medium to longer term strategies necessary to avert dangerous climate change," Steiner said.

In a new report issued on Monday, UNEP said the most recent evidence from mountain glaciers showed they were melting faster than before, or 1.6 times more than the average of the 1990s and three times the loss rate of the 1980s. UNEP warned that the trend was likely to continue because 2006 was one of the warmest years on record in many parts of the world.

Also Monday, there were new concerns about climate change from low- lying parts of the world. Indonesia could lose about 2,000 islands by 2030 because of warming, Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar said.

Over the past year, international concern over what to do about global warming has grown along with concrete signs of climate change in developing regions like Africa, where water is running low, and in developed regions, like Europe, where there was a marked lack of snow at Alpine ski resorts in early January.

Even so, political leaders are groping for ways to tackle the problem. Europe has adopted a program that caps the amount of emissions from industrial producers.

But the world's largest emitter, the United States, is still debating whether to adopt a similar policy and developing countries like China are resisting caps on the grounds that the industrialized world contributed about 75 percent of the current volume of greenhouse gases and should make the deepest cuts.

That situation has hampered the chances of an effective solution, which experts say will require all countries to cut emissions or become more energy efficient.

The second section of the new report, which focuses on the impacts of and ways of adapting to climate change, is scheduled for publication in April, while a section on mitigating climate change is to be made public in May.

A synthesis of all three parts for policy makers is expected in November

______________________________________________________________________

L'Observateur Paalga: Burkina Faso: Ouagadougou donne l'alerte, pollution par le mercure

(Ouagadougou)

31 Janvier 2007
Alain Saint Robespierre

Hier s'est tenu dans la salle de conférences du Liptako Gourma un atelier de sensibilisation à la pollution due au mercure. La rencontre marque également le lancement du "projet mercure" au Burkina Faso, dont l'un des objectifs est de faire l'état des lieux de la situation de la substance dans notre pays.

Le mercure est un polluant dangereux. Du moins, son utilisation incontrôlée. Unique métal liquide (couleur blanche) à la température ordinaire, cette substance chimique peut avoir de graves répercussions sur la santé humaine, animale et l'environnement. C'est à la même conclusion que sont parvenues plusieurs études scientifiques, résultat corroboré par le Conseil d'administration du Programme des Nations unies tenu en février 2003.

Et c'est pour réduire les risques liés à l'usage de ce produit, notamment sur les sites d'orpaillage et dans la fabrication des amalgues dentaires, des peintures, des piles, des lampes fluorescentes, de certains vaccins, de produits cosmétiques et de savane, que se tient, du 30 janvier au 1er février 2007, le premier atelier sur la sensibilisation à la pollution au mercure. "Les récentes études ont montré une utilisation de plus en plus accrue du mercure au Burkina Faso. Il nous faut combattre ce mal sous peine d'être anéantis par le produit", a prévenu le coordonnateur national du Comité international d'étude des pollutions organiques persistantes (Pops), Désiré Ouédraogo.

Des propos fort alarmistes et sur lesquels reviendra le consultant du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), Yves Guibert, qui ajoutera que "La situation est d'autant plus préoccupante que le mercure, produit indestructible utilisé dans plusieurs activités humaines, est sur le marché sans aucun principe de précaution".

Trois jours durant, experts nationaux et étrangers réfléchiront sur le niveau du risque lié à l'utilisation de cette substance dans notre pays aux fins d'élaboration d'un plan de gestion du mercure.

Pour sa part, le secrétaire général du ministère de l'Environnement et du Cadre de vie, M. Ouiraogo Bertrand Zida, s'est longuement étendu sur les maladies liées aux produits mercuriels : "La preuve scientifique a été clairement établie que ce métal a des effets neurologiques, rénaux, cardiovasculaires et gastro-intestinaux. Il agit aussi sur les systèmes respiratoire et nerveux. Il a des effets cancérigènes et s'attaque au système immunitaire".

Les conclusions des travaux vont servir de matrice au plan de lutte contre la pollution par le mercure dans la sous-région ouest-africaine.

________________________________________________________________________

Internacionales : Torre Eiffel apagará luces al presentarse informe sobre clima


[Also appears inUnivisión, El Diario, El Nuevo Herald , La Estrella, OregonLive.com and Assocated Press]  

INTERNACIONALES - 01/31/2007


ANGELA CHARLTON 

PARIS/AP — Las 20.000 luces de la Torre Eiffel se apagarán durante cinco minutos el jueves al atardecer, horas antes de que científicos y funcionarios presenten un informe largamente esperado sobre el calentamiento global. 

El viernes, los científicos darán a conocer un informe que advierte sobre el proceso creciente de calentamiento y presenta nuevas pruebas del papel de la raza humana en el cambio climático. 

El informe de la Comisión Intergubernamental sobre Cambio Climático incluirá propuestas a los gobiernos basadas en las últimas investigaciones. 

El principal funcionario de la ONU en materia ambiental pidió al secretario general Ban Ki-moon el martes que convoque a una cumbre de emergencia de gobernantes mundiales para salir del impasse sobre la reducción de gases de invernadero. 

El impulso para esa cumbre mundial proviene del reconocimiento por el presidente estadounidense George W. Bush, en su discurso a la nación el 24 de enero, de la necesidad de enfrentar el cambio climático, así como de las propuestas de la UE para una nueva política energética que pone el acento en la necesidad de reducir las emisiones de carbono, dijo el vocero del programa ambiental de la ONU, Nick Nuttall. 

“Se está generando un gran impulso”, dijo Nuttall. “Tenemos una buena oportunidad”. 

Nuttall dijo que la cumbre se podría realizar entre julio y diciembre. 

La segunda jornada de conversaciones en París terminó el martes más o menos a la hora prevista, dijeron los funcionarios en la UNESCO, donde se realizan. 

No había señales de las rencillas de último momento entre países, característica de los informes anteriores. El informe debe ser aprobado unánimemente por los funcionarios de más de 100 países, que pueden objetar la redacción de los científicos. 

“La gente de gobierno decide cómo decir las cosas, pero nosotros (los científicos) decidimos qué se dice”, afirmó Kevin Trenberth, uno de los autores principales del informe y director de análisis climático en el Centro Nacional de Investigaciones Atmosféricas estadounidense. 

El resultado es un documento cauteloso, dicen muchos científicos. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Other Environmental News

Guardian Unlimited: Morrison climate warning strikes global note


David Adam
Tuesday January 30, 2007

A secret poem recorded by the legendary singer Jim Morrison shortly before he died is to be released as a song to raise awareness of climate change. Lyrics recorded by the former Doors frontman in Paris in 1971, have been put to music by rock stars for the Global Cool campaign and will be released as a single in April.

Morrison's recording of the poem - called Woman in the Window - has been released by Morrison's estate and put to music by stars including New Order and Perry Farrell, the former singer with LA band Jane's Addiction. The single will receive its first play tonight in London via a satellite link from California.

Article continues
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Dan Morrell, the founder of Global Cool, said Morrison's lyrics give an eerie warning of the risks of global warming. He said the song - which features the chorus "Just try to stop us, we're going to love" - is written from the perspective of an angel sent to Earth to advise the human race about the perils they face. Mr Morrell said: "It's very strange to hear this thing recorded more than 30 years ago that seems so relevant to the environmental challenge we face."

The Global Cool campaign aims to save a billion tonnes of carbon emissions by raising awareness of the simple steps that people can take to change their behaviour. Mr Morrell said: "Over the next 10 years Global Cool will give everyone the tools and knowledge to actively decrease their own CO2 emissions and show them how to encourage others to do the same."

__________________________________________________________________________
Christian Science Monitor: On global warming, what US can learn from Europe

Four Senate bills offer market-based ways to reduce emissions of greenhouse emissions.
By Mark Clayton | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

Momentum is building in the United States to fight global warming. And the most popular proposal to do that, at the moment, is through a nationwide "cap and trade" system.

At least three major Senate bills incorporate the idea. Large corporations, including big oil firms that until recently opposed such regulation, are backing the approach in theory. On Friday, the United Nations is slated to release a key report on the scientific consensus on global warming, which will put even more pressure on nations to act, analysts suggest.

But the real trick to effective legislation is in its details, a lesson that the European Union (EU) has learned the hard way as it prepares to cut greenhouse-gas emissions next year under the Kyoto treaty. So many companies emit so much carbon dioxide that the potential market for emissions trading is huge. Missteps could be costly, involving billions of dollars in unwitting subsidies or penalties for industries.

"Cap-and-trade markets for carbon gases are definitely on their way to the US," says Andrew Ertel, CEO of Evolution Markets, an energy and carbon-emissions trading firm in White Plains, N.Y. "The lesson from Europe is to keep it simple."

In theory, cap-and-trade systems hold much promise. They allow companies to find the most cost-effective way to reduce emissions. If one firm finds it cheap to cut its emissions below its federally mandated cap, then it can sell the difference – known as a carbon emissions allowance – to a firm that finds it much more expensive to cut emissions. As the government tightens the cap, credits get more expensive, which pushes companies to trim emissions.

Trading is harder in practice

In practice, cap and trade is more difficult.

Under Kyoto, the EU has already used cap and trade to trim 100 million tons of C02 emissions, according to some estimates. Europe's experience, however, has not run smoothly.

European nations still lag in meeting carbon reduction goals. They mistakenly set their base-line emissions far too high, according to an October analysis by Point Carbon, a global carbon-data firm. So when European companies began to trim their actual emissions, they found they had far more allowances than they needed. The result: The price of emissions credits nose-dived last April, falling by two-thirds in a month.

The EU plan also handed out many of its allowances free of charge, rather than having them auctioned off, says David Hawkins, director of the Natural Resource Defense Council's climate center. That reduced the price of the allowances and sparked charges of a government giveaway to industries.

Finally, the EU has not laid out a decades-long plan that clearly shows how the cap will tighten, the Point Carbon study says. Instead, its plan stops at 2012, when the Kyoto limits expire, creating uncertainty in the business community over what happens next.

"One key lesson from Europe's experience is that the US must structure markets so they're fair to consumers and only reward companies for cutting emissions, not just for being effective in lobbying for large [numbers] of pollution allowances," Mr. Hawkins says.

Here in the US, pressure to regulate greenhouse gases is building.

Last fall, California unveiled its plan to cut its emissions 25 percent by 2020. Most expect a California trading program, although it isn't absolutely mandated. In the Northeast, carbon-emissions trading is slated to begin in 2009 as part of a nine-state Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.

In the Senate, at least four major bills include a market-based approach to reduce global warming (see table). Even President Bush, an outspoken opponent of the Kyoto treaty, spoke of dealing with global warming by reducing dependence on oil in his State of the Union address last week. He made no mention of mandatory carbon caps. Polls show a majority of Americans favor action on global warming, as do a growing body of religious leaders.

With the prospects improving for some kind of mandatory caps, some big companies have decided to engage policymakers on how tight regulations should be, who should be regulated, and how allowances will be allocated. Each decision could have a major impact on corporate profits – and the volume of emissions.

Last week, a coalition of 10 major corporations including Dupont, Alcoa, and General Electric called for "mandatory reductions" and "swift legislative action" to cut greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions.

"For so long US industry was fighting any kind of GHG regulation," says Kyle Danish, a partner with Van Ness Feldman, a Washington law firm specializing in energy, the environment, and natural resources. "Now that it is appearing increasingly inevitable, they're starting to realize they have enormous stakes in all sorts of design issues. There are numerous lessons to be had from the European experience."

Caps face tough slog in Congress

Still, global warming remains a tough sell in Washington.

"The public is way ahead of Congress on climate change," says Frank O'Donnell, director of Clean Air Watch, a Washington environmental group. "There's this tension between what is scientifically appropriate and what is politically viable. Getting something enacted in this Congress is going to be a herculean task."

If and when Congress does pass mandatory caps on carbon emissions, perhaps its most important challenge will be to make the cost of emitting carbon-dioxide high enough to drive real change, analysts say.

At the moment, such emissions have no price tag in the US. Some 225 big US companies like Dupont and American Electric Power are already trying to slash their "carbon footprint" by voluntarily paying for "carbon offsets" that are traded on the fledgling Chicago Climate Exchange.

These offsets might be subsidizing energy-conservation projects or the building of windpower plants (which reduce the need for burning GHG-producing fuels).

The exchange reports that it has kept 10 million tons of CO2 out of the atmosphere over the past four years with such projects. But with US annual emissions totaling about 700 times that amount, making carbon costly is the key.

In fact, America's gargantuan billow of carbon gases could quickly become a robust $50 billion to $100 billion US market in carbon allowances, some analysts estimate. That's roughly two to four times the estimated carbon emissions that Europe traded last year.

If a business is energy efficient and a low-carbon emitter, it could earn emissions credits, selling those for profit. Electric utilities that rely on coal-fired power might find it cheaper to buy credits – or if the cost rises high enough, to build other types of generating facilities with fewer emissions.

Of the four major plans in the Senate, the one proposed by Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D) of New Mexico is the most detailed. If the costs of allowances soar, it would ensure that businesses pay no more than $7 per ton of carbon emitted.

Would carbon costing $7 per ton be an adequate spur for electric utilities and homeowners to cut energy consumption substantially?

An Energy Information Administration analysis released earlier this month finds it would cut greenhouse gases by only 2.6 percent annually between 2012 and 2021.

__________________________________________________________________________
Environment News Service: U.S. Congress Warming to Climate Debate 
By J.R. Pegg 
WASHINGTON, DC, January 30, 2007 (ENS) - Climate change took center stage at two Congressional hearings today, with a Senate committee providing a forum for senators to outline their positions on how the nation should tackle global warming and a House panel examining new allegations the Bush administration has censored climate scientists. 

The hearings are part of a strong push by Democrats to capitalize on growing momentum for global warming legislation and to pressure the White House to change its climate change policy. The Bush administration has refused to consider mandatory cuts in greenhouse gas emissions and at times has downplayed the scientific consensus that humans are largely responsible for global warming. 

"We are at a historic moment and I believe the tide is turning," said Senator Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat and chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. "A real consensus is coming together around this issue in a way that has never happened before. Scientists, the public, and even the Bush administration agree - global warming is real, and humans are making a serious contribution." 

States and local governments are aggressively moving to combat climate change, Boxer said, and the federal government follow suit. 

"We need to act soon, before we reach a tipping point when irreversible changes to the world we know may occur," Boxer said. 

Boxer has declared climate change a priority for her committee and said she will hold a series of hearings on the issue in the coming weeks. Tuesday's hearing was an unprecedented open microphone event, where any senator was permitted to speak about global warming. 

Three senators with presidential aspirations said time for action on global warming is long overdue. 

Global warming is "an issue whose time has come," said Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, a New York Democrat. "We need to get beyond the usual rhetoric and find some common ground." 

"If we look at where we are … we are not making progress," Clinton added. "Emissions are still going up – that is another of those inconvenient facts that need to be addressed." 

Senator Barack Obama, an Illinois Democrat and presidential hopeful, called U.S. abdication of leadership on the issue "inexcusable." 

Both Clinton and Obama have signed onto global warming legislation authored by Senators Joe Lieberman, a Connecticut Independent, and John McCain, an Arizona Republican who is expected to run for president. 

"Climate change is real and we must move quickly to address the problem in a meaningful and sustainable manner," McCain told the committee. 

On the other side of the Capitol, the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform examined new allegations that the Bush administration, which opposes mandatory cuts to greenhouse gas emissions, has interfered with climate science in an effort to downplay the threat. 

A new report by the Union of Concerned Scientists, UCS, and the Government Accountability Project, GAP, found that nearly half the 279 climate scientists who responded to a survey reported being pressured to delete references to "global warming" or "climate change" from scientific papers or reports and many said they were prevented from talking to the media or had their work edited. 

"The new evidence shows that political interference in climate science is no longer a series of isolated incidents but a system-wide epidemic," said Dr. Francesca Grifo, director of the UCS Scientific Integrity Program. 

The UCS/GAP report adds to other allegations the Bush administration has repeatedly interfered with federal government scientists who have tried to publish research or speak to the media about the reality and impacts of global warming. 

Representative Henry Waxman, a California Democrat and chair of the House Oversight Committee, said the White House continues to ignore his panel's bipartisan requests for documents on climate policy. 

"The committee isn't trying to obtain state secrets or documents that could affect our immediate national security," Waxman said. "We are simply seeking answers to whether the White House's political staff is inappropriately censoring impartial government scientists." 

Waxman said he would continue to press the White House for documents that contain evidence of administration attempts to mislead the public about the science of global warming. 

"All of us have a right to our own views about the seriousness of global warming," Waxman said. "But we don't have a right to our own science." 

At the Senate hearing, Boxer told colleagues that she favors global warming legislation that would cut greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. 

The bill, introduced by Senator Bernie Sanders and cosponsored by Boxer, is the most aggressive piece of global warming legislation to date. 

"Some would say this bill goes too far, I disagree," Sanders, a Vermont Independent, told the committee. "If we are not strong, if we are not bold, if we are not aggressive, the planet we are going to leave to our children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren will be a very different planet than we enjoy and their quality of life will be greatly, greatly diminished." 

Boxer called the bill "the gold standard" but said her goal is to "get as close to that as possible." 

But Senator Tom Carper, a Delaware Democrat, voiced concern that the Sanders/Boxer bill is too much, too fast. 

Carper, who called global warming "one of the gravest threats and greatest opportunities our nation faces," suggests first targeting electric utilities, which produce some 40 percent of the nation's greenhouse gas emissions. 

Carper said he and Senator Lamar Alexander, a Tennessee Republican, plan to reintroduce legislation that would cap on carbon dioxide emissions from power plants at 2001 levels by 2015. The bill would also sharply reduce sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and mercury emissions from power plants. 

Senator Dianne Feinstein, a California Democrat, is also supportive of a sector-by-sector approach and has introduced legislation to cut greenhouse gas emissions from the electricity sector 25 percent below projected levels by 2020. 

"I believe we have to tailor cap and trade for each industry," she said. "There is no silver bullet." 

Cap and trade programs rest at the heart of two other pieces of global warming legislation under consideration in the Senate. The McCain/Lieberman bill aims to use such a plan to cut U.S. greenhouse gas emissions two percent annually from power plants, industry and oil refineries. 

The bill intends to reduce emissions to 2004 levels by 2012 and to further cut emissions 60 percent from 2004 levels by 2050. 

A draft plan authored by Senator Jeff Bingaman, a New Mexico Democrat, would employ a cap and trade program to stop the growth of carbon emissions by 2030. 

But some Republicans appear less than keen about caps on greenhouse gas emissions and there remain pockets of resistance to aggressive action on climate change. 

Carbon caps will raise energy prices and "hit hardest those with the least ability to pay," said Senator Kit Bond, a Missouri Republican. 

"Cap proponents have not done their homework," Bond added. "We need to know how these proposals will impact states and we don't have those answers yet." 

Technology is the answer to the climate question, according to Senator Larry Craig, an Idaho Republican, who rejected the notion that Congress has failed to act. 

Craig pointed to the Energy Policy Act of 2005, passed by a Republican-controlled Congress. He said the law has sparked new investment in clean energy technologies, highlighting new funding for nuclear power, coal gasification and biofuels. 

"To suggest we've done nothing is a false statement playing to the politics of today's emotion," Craig said. "This Congress moved in a substantial way in 2005 … we are leading the world toward cleaner technologies and we are the only country with the capability to do that." 

"A rush to climate change at this moment … is about an '08 election," Craig added. "I am not at all frightened about our future and I'm not going to wring my hands and play politics with this issue. I'll vote for the right kinds of technologies, I'll not vote to penalize the consumers." 

Senator James Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican who has famously called global warming "a hoax," reminded colleagues why the Senate rejected the Kyoto Protocol, a treaty that limits the emission of greenhouse gases by industrialized countries. 

In 1997 the Senate unanimously approved a resolution that said lawmakers should not accept Kyoto or a similar agreement unless developing countries are affected and the economic impacts on the United States are minimal. 

"There are five bills out there and none of them complies with that mandate," said Inhofe, Boxer's predecessor as chair of the Senate committee. 

Inhofe has threatened to block legislation that requires greenhouse gas emission cuts. He argues the United States should not act until others agree to do the same. 

China is on pace to overtake the United States as the largest emitter of greenhouse gases by 2009 and is building "more than one coal plant every three days," Inhofe said. "India and Brazil are not far behind. If they are not part of any effort, then efforts to curb emissions are doomed to failure." 

But China, India and Brazil have all ratified the Kyoto Protocol. Although they have no legal obligation to cut greenhouse emissions a targeted amount during the current commitment period, all three countries have adopted measures to address climate change. 

Other lawmakers argue the United States has a moral obligation to lead. 

The concern about China and India "doesn't relieve us of our responsibility," Lieberman said. 

"We need a global solution but if the United States doesn't act, there won't be a solution," added Senator John Kerry, a Massachusetts Democrat. 

Kerry said he is preparing global warming legislation - using a cap on emissions - and warned colleagues that some scientists argue time is running out. 

"I know the science is accepted, but the urgency is not accepted here," Kerry said. "The urgency is just not accepted." 

"There are businesses that are showing greater urgency than the Congress," said Kerry, referring to a letter sent to Congress and the President earlier this month by the CEOs of 10 large corporations, urging national legislation to limit greenhouse gas emissions. 

Global warming is already causing noticeable changes to the American landscape, said Senator Amy Klobuchar, a Minnesota Democrat. 

"December in Minnesota felt more like October," Klobuchar said. "Our ice fishing seasons are shorter and our skiers and snowmobilers haven't seen much snow." 

Klobuchar said the "stakes as are high as they get" and called on her colleagues to recognize their responsibility to tackle the issue. 

"Every day Congress makes decisions that have a great impact on the American people and the people throughout the world," Klobuchar added. "Our decisions on global warming may well be the ones that have the most profound impacts on future generations and on the very fate of our Earth."

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Canada's Environment Watchdog Replaced 
CANADA: January 31, 2007

OTTAWA - Canada's environment commissioner was replaced on Tuesday amid reports that she had irritated her boss by making outspoken calls for action on climate change. 

Johanne Gelinas worked for the office of the auditor-general, which reports to Parliament rather than the government of the day. She issues an annual report on how Ottawa is handling environmental issues. 
Auditor-General Sheila Fraser said in a statement that Gelinas was "leaving the position to pursue other opportunities". Fraser appointed a 30-year veteran of the auditor-general's office, Ron Thompson, as an interim replacement. 
Fraser also said she was reviewing the environment commissioner's mandate. 
In a report issued last September, Gelinas said Canada's minority Conservative government should set firm targets to cut emissions of greenhouse gases, despite its dislike of the Kyoto protocol on climate change. 
She also attacked the previous Liberal government -- which was in power from 1993 to 2006 -- on the grounds that it had not done enough to cut emissions. The tone of the comments was unusually strong for an official whose job was to prepare an audit of government actions. 
The Globe and Mail newspaper and other media outlets said Fraser had been unhappy for months with Gelinas over the outspoken tone of her remarks. 
The departure of Gelinas comes at a sensitive time politically. The Conservatives, who say Canada cannot meet its targets under Kyoto, are under heavy pressure to do more to protect the environment. 
"This decision smacks of shooting the messenger. Johanne Gelinas performed admirably in her post," said Elizabeth May, leader of the Green Party. 
Fraser was not available to clarify her press release. 
Dimitri Soudas, a spokesman for Prime Minister Stephen Harper, said the Conservative government had nothing to do with Gelinas's departure, adding it had only learned on Tuesday that she was leaving. 
Opposition legislators did not accuse the government of interfering, but did seek to raise suspicions. 
"There is a pattern with this government that everything that is linked to the environment is undermined," Liberal leader Stephane Dion told reporters. 
The head of the left-leaning New Democratic Party, Jack Layton, said Gelinas has been "very forthright, very direct" in her commentary on both the Liberal and Conservative governments. 
"It's a sad day for Canada that we've lost that non-partisan voice," he said. 
__________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: California may ban conventional lightbulbs by 2012 

By Bernie Woodall Tue Jan 30, 9:05 PM ET 

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - A California lawmaker wants to make his state the first to ban incandescent lightbulbs as part of California's groundbreaking initiatives to reduce energy use and greenhouse gases blamed for global warming. 

The "How Many Legislators Does it Take to Change a Lightbulb Act" would ban incandescent lightbulbs by 2012 in favor of energy-saving compact fluorescent lightbulbs.

"Incandescent lightbulbs were first developed almost 125 years ago, and since that time they have undergone no major modifications," California Assemblyman Lloyd Levine said on Tuesday.

"Meanwhile, they remain incredibly inefficient, converting only about 5 percent of the energy they receive into light."

Levine is expected to introduce the legislation this week, his office said.

If passed, it would be another pioneering environmental effort in California, the most populous U.S. state. It became the first state to mandate cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, targeting a 25 percent reduction in emissions by 2020.

Compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs) use about 25 percent of the energy of conventional lightbulbs.

Many CFLs have a spiral shape, which was introduced in 1980. By 2005, about 100 million CFLs were sold in the United States, or about 5 percent of the 2-billion-lightbulb market, according to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency.

That number could more than double this year. Wal-Mart Stores Inc. alone wants to sell 100 million CFLs at its stores by the end of 2007, the world's biggest retailer said in November.

While it will not give opinion on the possible California law, the EPA recommends CFLs.

"They save money and energy," EPA spokeswoman Enesta Jones said. "They are more convenient than other alternatives and come in different sizes and shapes to fit almost any fixture."

Also, CFLs generate 70 percent less heat than incandescent lights, Jones said.

About a fifth of the average U.S. home's electricity costs pays for lighting, which means even if CFLs initially cost more than conventional lightbulbs, consumers will save, Jones said.

A 20-watt CFL gives as much light as a 75-watt conventional bulb, and lasts 13 times longer, according to the Rocky Mountain Institute, a nonprofit group studying energy issues.

Southern California Edison, an Edison International subsidiary and one of the state's biggest utilities, runs a program that cuts the cost of a CFL by $1 to $2.50. In the past year, SCE has helped consumers buy 6 million CFLs, it said.

California Energy Commission member Arthur Rosenfeld said an average home in California will save $40 to $50 per year if CFLs replace all incandescent bulbs.

While not commenting specifically on Levine's likely legislation, Rosenfeld, winner of the Enrico Fermi Presidential Award in 2006, said the switch from incandescent bulbs became feasible about five years ago when CFL performance improved.

"This is clearly an idea whose time has come," he said. 

Levine, a Democrat from Van Nuys in Los Angeles, last year introduced a bill that will become law in July that requires most grocery stores to have plastic bag recycling. 

__________________________________________________________________________
Agence France Presse: Hong Kong's smog hits danger levels 

31 January 2007

HONG KONG (AFP) - Air pollution in Hong Kong hit dangerous levels as a row broke out over a carbon emissions trading plan with China that is aimed at improving the region's chronically poor air quality. 

Smog from vehicles and power plants in the area nudged pollution monitors into the "very high" level, triggering an automatic health warning.

Across the territory the government-collated Air Pollution Index passed the critical 100 mark, a point at which the Health Department warns anyone with breathing or heart problems to stay at home.

The worst affected areas were the downtown Central region and the Yuen Long new town in the New Territories district that adjoins neighbouring China.

Hong Kong has become subject to almost daily smog, which mostly originates in neighbouring southern China's heavily industrialised Pearl River Delta region.

Vehicles and coal-burning power plants in Hong Kong are also partly to blame for the smog, which blocked out views of the city's famous harbour for more than a third of all days last year.

The problem has become so bad that business groups have taken up the issue warning that the unhealthy air is deterring investment and could spark a talent drain.

The government says it is committed to reducing the problem and on Tuesday announced it would begin a pilot emissions trading scheme with Guangdong province.

The plan hopes to see power plants in the two neighbours work to reduce their output of harmful greenhouse gases.

While environmental experts welcomed the move they said the measures were too little, too late.

"Since it does not address the mix of small-scale, polluting factories that are generating many of the air pollutants of concern, it must be seen as the first step in introducing new economically-driven measures to further tackle the significant air quality concerns in the PRD region," said Christine Loh, chairman of campaigning think tank Civic Exchange.

__________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde : Le difficile combat des écologistes chinois dans les campagnes polluées

LE MONDE | 30.01.07

Parce qu'elles accueillent, à leur corps défendant, les usines les plus polluantes et les moins scrupuleuses, les campagnes chinoises font face à une crise écologique aiguë, cause de fréquents mouvements de protestation. Mais sur le terrain, les militants écologistes chinois et les paysans, qui voient leurs ressources et leur santé affectées, obtiennent rarement gain de cause. Zhang Changjian, un médecin de campagne qui a créé, avec d'autres habitants du canton de Pingnan, dans la province de Fujian, une ONG pour dénoncer une usine chimique polluante, en sait quelque chose.

Il y a cinq ans, les paysans ont entrepris de poursuivre en justice, au nom d'un collectif de 1 721 habitants, l'usine de la Rongping Joint Chemical Plant, qui déverse du chrome. Ils alertent la SEPA, l'agence pour la protection de l'environnement, qui finit par placer l'usine, en 2002 et en 2003, sur la "liste noire" des pires pollueurs de l'année. La Maison verte de Pingnan, l'ONG des paysans, reçoit le soutien d'organisations internationales et, en novembre 2005, les habitants gagnent leur procès. Ils n'ont obtenu toutefois que 680 000 yuans de compensation, vingt fois moins que ce qu'ils réclamaient, soit 40 euros par personne.

"L'argent n'a toujours pas été versé par le tribunal et, en réalité, quand on défalque les frais, ça ne fait que 10 euros par plaignant", précise, amer, M. Zhang, joint par téléphone. "Les mesures de pollution ont été biaisées et effectuées dans des zones très éloignées de l'usine. Ce n'est pas tant une question d'argent, que le fait que l'usine continue de polluer autant, et que cette pollution s'étend. L'usine a le soutien intégral des autorités locales. Le problème n'est donc pas réglé" dit celui qui, il y a treize ans, s'alarma du taux élevé de cancers parmi les villageois et décida d'agir.

Depuis leur victoire en demi-teinte, les habitants continuent d'être harcelés par les autorités : "Des paysans ont été battus ; on veut nous menacer, ou nous diviser en achetant quelques-uns d'entre nous, pour que nous cessions nos protestations", poursuit M. Zhang, dont les autorités ont arbitrairement fermé la clinique en 2004, en représailles. En octobre 2006, il a été détenu pendant quarante-six heures par la police, lors d'une visite à Pingnan de la vice-premier ministre Wu Yi, afin d'éviter qu'il fasse un esclandre.

Pour les défenseurs chinois de l'environnement, le combat des petites gens de Pingnan est un cas d'école : "Le recours à la justice en matière de pollution est de plus en plus fréquent. Mais l'approche légale est ardue et onéreuse, car la pollution a souvent amoindri les ressources des victimes. Surtout, les lois ne sont pas toujours appliquées, et il y a un fort protectionnisme au niveau local. L'alternative, c'est l'approche administrative, mais il y a aussi des obstacles", constate Xu Kezhu, chef adjoint du Centre d'aide légale aux victimes de la pollution à Pékin. Cette ONG, rattachée à une université pékinoise, a conseillé 90 actions en justice. Seules 30 ont abouti, dont celle de Pingnan.

LOURDES PEINES
Une goutte d'eau dans un océan d'indifférence : la presse chinoise estimait que 50 000 émeutes et protestations étaient imputables à des problèmes écologiques dans les campagnes chinoises en 2005. Le soulèvement, en avril 2005, des habitants de Huaxi, à Dongyang, dans la province du Zhejiang, a permis aux villageois d'obtenir l'arrêt des 13 usines chimiques qui empoisonnaient leurs terres. Mais l'action a eu un coût : sur les neuf paysans mis en examen, trois ont été condamnés à de lourdes peines. Et un groupe de militants écologistes, qui avait pris l'initiative d'évaluer de manière indépendante la situation de l'environnement à Huaxi, a été neutralisé sans ménagement : Tan Kai, son principal organisateur, a été condamné en décembre à Hangzhou, la capitale de Zhejiang, à dix-huit mois de prison pour avoir "révélé des secrets d'Etat".

"Tan Kai s'est intéressé au cas de Huaxi, car la pollution privait les habitants de moyens de subsistance. Les accusations dirigées contre lui sont un prétexte pour l'empêcher d'enregistrer officiellement, à Hangzhou, l'association Green Watch, qu'il a créée", explique son avocat, Li Heping. Car si elles ont fleuri par dizaines à la faveur de la campagne d'information sur l'environnement orchestrée par le gouvernement, les ONG chinoises doivent se tenir tranquilles : enregistrées pour la plupart à Pékin, elles ont l'interdiction d'intervenir en province sans autorisation des autorités locales. 

Brice Pedroletti

__________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Utah's mountains, valleys under a 'soup' 

By ED WHITE, Writer Tue Jan 30
SALT LAKE CITY - Utah's world-class mountain peaks have been barely visible at times from the floor of the Salt Lake valley. A winter storm that won't quit? No, it's nasty pollution that just won't blow away. 

Northern Utah's valleys have been smothered by an "inversion," a blanket of warm air that keeps cold air close to the ground and traps everything: car exhaust, factory emissions, even hard-to-see particles from furnaces or a cozy fireplace.

Together they form a cloudy shroud that has been described as soup, gunk, smog, and a few other titles that can't be printed.

Salt Lake and Davis counties, home to more than 1 million people, have been under a "red" alert for 16 days in January, which means the unhealthy air should be avoided by the elderly or anyone with respiratory problems. Some schools have kept kids off the playground.

Inversions aren't new to Utah, but this one is "wide, deep and dramatic," said Bob Dalley of the state Division of Air Quality, whose daily Web updates are must-reads.

Mike Atwell, 47, of Bozeman, Mont., in town for an outdoor-industry convention at the Salt Palace, looked east toward the barely visible Wasatch Mountains, site of the 2002 

Winter Olympics, and shook his head.

"It's a huge bummer. It's not what you see — it's what you can't see. You feel robbed," he said. "Mountains are why we live in the West. I feel like I'm in a foggy daze."

Another convention visitor, Beth Brewster, 36, of Seattle, said: "You expect it in Los Angeles, not Salt Lake City."

Alicia Reichert, 19, typically spends her lunch break skating at an outdoor rink at the downtown Gallivan Center.

"I cough a lot more than I usually do," she said, pausing after a set of tricky spins. "It seems harder and harder to come out here."

Some relief finally may come this week. The remedy is simple: a stiff wind or storm, no matter the direction, to send the stuff elsewhere.

"Just get here," Dalley said.

Salt Lake City, elevation 4,300 feet, is in a bowl surrounded by mountains like much of northern Utah.

The pollution-trapping inversions can stretch 80 miles north to Cache County and 40 miles south to Utah County. Under a red advisory, wood burning is prohibited, and motorists are encouraged to park their cars and choose another way to get around.

There were only three red days posted for Salt Lake and Davis counties last winter, compared to 25 this season, through Tuesday.

The threshold for a red day is lower this year, but the "criteria really are not significantly different," Dalley said.

In the Midwest and East, extreme cold commonly keeps school kids off the playground at recess. In Salt Lake City, however, principals go online to check air quality.

Parkview Elementary's 500 students were inside all last week. 

"They get stir-crazy and restless," said the principal's secretary, Colleen McKnight. "On the other hand, you let them run outside and breathe the air and they start coughing. 

"I've taken calls from two children with respiratory infections. I'm not sure if it's connected to the inversion, but I'm sure it doesn't help," she said. 

Ron W. Smith, a 61-year-old accountant from Sandy, said he's been inside using a treadmill and rowing machine, exercise that is no match for his strenuous 25-mile bicycle rides. 

"When it's this yucky, I can feel it in my lungs," he said. "I haven't been outdoors in January. I'm going through withdrawal."

__________________________________________________________________________

The Telegraph: Great Barrier Reef 'will be bleached-out wasteland in 25 years' 

By Nick Squires in Sydney

31/01/2007

Global warming could turn Australia's Great Barrier Reef into a wasteland of bleached coral in 25 years, says a scientific report leaked yesterday.
The extraordinary diversity of marine life found on the 1,200-mile-long reef could be little more than a memory for future generations unless the emission of greenhouse gases is curbed, it says.
The reef, the world's largest living organism, will become "functionally extinct", according to the confidential draft of a report by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change due to be released later this year.
Coral bleaching in Australian waters is likely to become an annual occurrence by as early as 2030 due to warmer, more acidic seas, it says.
Bleaching happens when the water temperature rises to the point where it kills the tiny polyps that make up the coral, leaving behind the white limestone skeleton of the reef. "We've got a major economic and environmental problem unless we heed the call of these scientists," said Don Henry, the head of the Australian Conservation Foundation. "I think the science is getting clearer about just how serious and urgent it is."
The Great Barrier Reef covers 134,000 square miles off the coast of Queensland — an area only slightly smaller than Germany or Japan. It consists of hundreds of interlocking reefs which each year attract two million visitors.
Even a slight deterioration of its rainbow-coloured corals would be a huge blow for the £1.8 billion-a-year tourism industry.
Around 500 experts are meeting in Paris this week ahead of the release on Friday of the IPCC's first report since 2001 on global warming. The panel is highly regarded for its neutrality and caution.
Last year the Australian government said that it was considering using vast sunshades to protect the reef.
But the cloth, which would be held in place by floating pontoons, could only ever cover a fraction of the reef.
The draft IPCC report said that several other World Heritage listed parts of Australia would be devastated by global warming, including Kakadu National Park in the Northern Territory, made famous by the Crocodile Dundee films, and the Snowy Mountains in the south-east of the country.
Kevin Rudd, the leader of the opposition Labour party, said that John Howard, the prime minister, had failed to act on curbing Australia's greenhouse gas emissions by refusing to sign the Kyoto Protocol on global warming.

"Mr Howard has had more than a decade to act on the Great Barrier Reef and on climate change and has failed to act," Mr Rudd said. Gallery

• The Great Barrier Reef starts south of the Tropic of Capricorn and ends in the Torres Strait, just south of Papua New Guinea

• It consists of around 2,600 separate coral reefs

• There are 400 different types of coral, 1,500 species of fish and 4,000 types of mollusc

• Drilling has indicated that the coral may be 1,640 feet thick in places

• The oldest parts date back 18 million years

• Thereef's most dangerous inhabitants include sharks, venomous scorpion fish, the blue-ringed octopus and deadly box jellyfish

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN in the news

Ban says climate change no longer a speculation

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has urged the international community as a whole to rise to the challenges that global warming poses and take appropriate measures. "This climate change from global warming is a very serious and urgent issue to which the international community must pay attention. It is a very imminent problem. It is no longer a speculation," Ban said Tuesday at a press conference he held on the sidelines of the African Union (AU) Summit. Climate change and global warming was part of the agenda of the Eighth Ordinary Session of the AU Assembly that centered on the application of science and technology in Africa's development endeavors. "It was very timely and appropriate that the AU summoned a meeting to discuss this topic. The UN together with other members of the international community has taken a leading role in climate change issues," he said, urging the whole world to look for and be prepared for the measures to be taken beyond 2012. "As Secretary-General I'll always take the highest priority and I'll speak about this issue with leaders of the international community in order to have concrete measures moving on," he added. Meanwhile, Jacques Diouf, director-general of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), has called on African governments and farmers to step up all activities related to water control in order to address the adverse effects of climate change. "When it comes to climate change, Africa has already witnessed the consequences. We have seen drought in southern Africa where we had to rush US$2 billion worth of food aid and now we see it in the Horn of Africa and parts of West Africa," Diouf told PANA. "The first manifestation of this climate change is the number and severity of droughts throughout the continent. "Looking at current projections, it is expected that if we don't take immediate action, the area of Africa that is under rain-fed conditions for plants to grow, it will expand from about 50 million hectares to 90 million hectares. This is the area with the highest risk in terms of agricultural production," he said.  In sub-Saharan Africa, he said, only 4 percent of arable land was under irrigation. As a result, Africa uses only 3.5 percent of its renewable water resources compared to nearly 15 percent of Asia's water used for irrigation. He said research programmes undertaken in Africa must take to the farmers more effective technologies that would make them more productive and more competitive. "We have seen that through implementation of good policies on water management, crop diversification not only in animal farming but also aquaculture, the agriculture industry in some countries has recorded a 5 to 6 percent growth per annum in the last five years," said Diouf. He mentioned Burkina Faso as a success story. Despite its harsh environment and bordering the Sahara, the West African country has started exporting to Europe vegetables grown on soils that were in the past regarded as unproductive. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012362&dte=30/01/2007
General Environment News

Nigeria: Nigeria, Norway Sign Agreement on Oil Spillage

This Day (Lagos): Nigeria and the Government of Norway are exploring possible cooperation in environmental management in the oil sector. To this end, the Minister of Environment and Housing, Chief Helen Esuene, yesterday in Abuja held discussions with her Norwegian counterpart, Mr. Erik Solheim. An initiative of the National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) and the Norwegian Oil for Development Programme, the bilateral discussion centered on ways of moving forward in terms of environmental management in petroleum cooperation between the two countries. A joint press statement issued by the two ministers states that, pivotal to the programme are an overall legal and institutional set up for environmental management of the oil sector, including mandates and division of responsibilities between the different governmental agencies involved, improving environmental monitoring by building on international best practice, with a particular focus on offshore environment which entails investment in geographic Information Systems, Environmental Sensitivity Index Mapping and data management. It also stated that other inputs in the programme include facing the challenges of oil spill management which further include risk reduction management, precautionary work related to oil pipelines, oil spill containment strategies and clean up operations as well as regulation and legislation related to accidental discharges.  The Norwegian government, as part of the terms of the programme, is expected to support the Federal Ministry of Environment and Housing in its responsibility for attaining the 2008 target of gas flaring elimination and in the process support in updating relevant laws and regulations and exploring possible ways of utilizing the gas among others. The bilateral cooperation also includes carrying out environmental impact assessment (EIA) and to review current EIA regulations. The governments of the two countries therefore agreed that a joint working group be set up to sort out issues to be covered in the programme preparatory to the commencement of a round table on the challenges to Nigeria's petroleum sector expected to hold in a few months. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701300036.html
Somalia: Puntland Leader's Plea for Environment

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks : The president of Somalia's self-declared autonomous region of Puntland, Gen Mahmud Muse Hirsi, has appealed for help in tackling an environmental emergency caused by increased charcoal burning, which has been compounded by greater numbers of displaced people since 1992. Hirsi said due to the influx of displaced people and drought-induced displacement of pastoral communities - which pushed them to urban areas - more acacia trees are being burned for charcoal.  Hirsi urged international donors to support solar cookers and other alternative means of energy instead. In an open letter this month, he called on the international community to "join the Puntland government in permanently moving Puntland households from charcoal dependency to solar, wind and other cooking alternatives " Fatima Jibrell, the 2002 Goldman Environmental Prize winner and founder of Horn Relief, told IRIN on Tuesday: "Cutting trees for charcoal can destroy in a few minutes a tree that took over 50 years to grow. No matter how fast trees might be planted for reforestation, they cannot catch up with the destruction of charcoal production." Puntland is one of the driest areas of Somalia and is seriously affected by deforestation caused by charcoal burning. Moreover, Jibrell said, its arid climate means the soil is mostly saline and trees take a longer time to grow than in other regions of Somalia. Jibrell, a renowned environmental campaigner in Somalia, has been fighting deforestation for the past decade. She said if the current rate of deforestation caused by the charcoal trade continues, it could end the pastoral way of life. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701300411.html
Central Africa: Mountain Gorillas Face Extinction As Rebel Soldiers Kill Them for Food

The East African (Nairobi): Fears for the small group of remaining mountain gorillas in the unstable border area between Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo have grown after two silverbacks were killed and eaten by rebels this month. The news that the two gorillas - one of whom was well known to local rangers - were killed by a group of rebel soldiers loyal to warlord Laurent Nkunda, has led conservation groups to plead with the international community to act. The Nairobi-based Wildlife Direct organization says it fears that the latest killings "could be the beginning of a large-scale gorilla massacre." It says that the estimated 400 gorillas living in the mountainous region needed to be protected from Nkunda and his troops and that it is not fair to leave this job to local rangers. "The survival of this species is now under threat; I fear that this latest attack on the gorillas could signal a wave of killings if immediate action is not taken to remove Nkunda and his troops from their habitat," said Robert Muir of the Frankfurt Zoological Society. The African Conservation Fund said that the corpse of the latest gorilla to be killed was found in a pit latrine in Congo's Virunga National park, a few hundred meters from a park patrol post at Bikenge that had been abandoned because of rebel attacks. The other gorilla was killed on January 5.  The Independent newspaper also said that the last remaining hippo populations in Congo are in Virunga, which are also on the verge of being wiped out. Only 900 are left, down from 22,000 in 1998.  Previous attacks on gorillas and in one case tourists themselves have had an immediate effect on the numbers of people wishing to visit to see the unique species. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701300383.html
Zimbabwe: Water Quality Supplies Fast Deteriorating

The Herald (Harare): THE pollution of rivers, lakes and acquifers from domestic and industrial wastewater discharges, mining runoff, agro-chemicals and other sources is now a growing threat to water resources in most countries in southern Africa. According to a new report titled "Water Quality Management and Pollution Control" in Southern Africa compiled by Prof Ngonidzashe Moyo, a freshwater biologist at the University of Limpopo in South Africa, and Sibekhile Mtetwa and other water resources development experts, the quality of water supplies in the SADC region, once taken for granted, is becoming the focus of increasing concern.  The water experts say the solid, liquid and particulate waste by-products of urbanization and economic activities are contaminating air, soil and water quality. Water pollution has affected water quality and impacted negatively on public health and functioning of ecosystems including the rising cost of water treatment. The report suggests that the main sources of water pollution are untreated or partially treated effluents from municipal, industrial and mining wastewater discharges. Runoff from small-scale mining operations, urban storm water and runoff from agricultural, livestock and poultry operations have also impaired the quality of water in the SADC region. In Zimbabwe, the discharge of industrial and municipal effluent has heavily polluted Lake Chivero, Harare's principal water supply dam, leading to massive fish deaths in the lake. Because of poor original planning, Harare lies within its own catchment area. This means that all the city's waste, which passes through the heavily industrialized and densely populated areas, flows into the lake. This has compromised the quality of the city's water and contributed to the accumulation of ammonia compounds that are causing fish deaths on the lake every year. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701300538.html
Mozambique: Chainsaws Cut Down More than Just Trees

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Worldwide demand for hardwood is stripping Mozambique's forests, cutting down livelihoods and any hope of developing a sustainable timber industry. "If they carry on at the rate they are going it will be probably three to five years and there won't be any hardwood resources sufficient to sustain continued production," Simon Norfolk, director of Terra Firma, a forest governance group in Mozambique, told IRIN. Mozambique has 19 million hectares of productive woodland, including very high-value species, such as Panga Panga (Millettia stuhlmannii) and Chanfuta (Afzelia quanzensis); tropical hardwoods used for flooring, general construction and specialty items, like sporting goods and furniture. Timber is a resource Mozambique can't afford to squander, but increasing demand means its prized wood species are being sold off at wholesale prices. "They [loggers] don't care about the forests. Timber is giving a good price and all you need is a couple of litres of petrol and a chainsaw and you can have a big tree," said Pedro Mangue, director of the Law Enforcement Department at the National Directorate of Land and Forests (DNTF). Prices fluctuate but for some species one cubic meter can fetch up to US$500 - a fortune in a country where almost 40 percent of the population lives on less than a dollar a day. Mozambican law prohibits the export of 'primary logs' [unprocessed timber] of a number of valuable species, with the underlying idea of forcing foreign buyers to invest locally and help develop an industry to create jobs and generate income. The operators generally ignored these regulations and exported as much wood as they could, as quickly as they could. "There is a lot of timber that is disappearing without any legal documents from the harbors. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701300816.html
Uganda: Mt. Elgon National Park Encroachment Soars

The Monitor (Kampala): A total of 2,445 hectares of Mt Elgon National Park has been encroached on since November last year by over 120 families. The portion encroached on is in Bumbo and Buwabwala sub-counties in Manafwa district. The chief warden Johnson Masereka says the encroachers moved into the park after the government stopped Uganda Wildlife Authority [UWA] from evicting people until a lasting solution found. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701291226.html
Uganda: Save the Paper Mulberry Tree

New Vision (Kampala): To spend a day with Leo Twinomuhangi brings you face to face with the paper mulberry tree. He speaks so passionately about the tree, describing it as one of the most gifted trees by nature. Twinomuhangi is one of the top officials of the National Forestry Authority (NFA) working in the Mabira Forest reserve. "It can be used to make paper. It can provide shade for other trees," he says. "The paper mulberry can also make good firewood." However, the tree makes inferior quality timber and this is being used to draw the conclusion that it is worthless. "It should be cut down and replaced with sugarcane," says Sharma Suresh of Sugar Corporation of Uganda Limited (SCOUL). http://allafrica.com/stories/200701290586.html
Zambia: ECZ Rejects Proposed NMC Silos

The Times of Zambia (Ndola): The Environmental Council of Zambia (ECZ) has rejected a proposal by National Milling Corporation (NMC) to construct two silos and associated road works at its Cairo road premises in Lusaka. The ECZ rejected the proposed construction because the site was located in the central business district (CBD) of Lusaka and was not suitable for industrial activity. The proposed development would lead to further traffic congestion on the proposed access road, which was equally busy and could also cause unbearable noise during construction. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701290342.html
South Africa: Apathy Keeps Green Energy Off the Boil (Opinion)

Business Day (Johannesburg): There is no shortage of warnings of the effects of global warming; daily commentary in newspapers and Al Gore's hard-hitting documentary film, An Inconvenient Truth. Respected economist and academic Sir Nicholas Stern predicts that dealing with global warming now will cost 1% of global gross domestic product (GDP) and failure to do so will cost as much as 20% of global GDP. The South African economy is growing at about 4% a year and we cannot make a dent in the unemployment rate. Can you imagine the effect if the economy contracts by a fifth? The social consequences will be catastrophic. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701290427.html
Zimbabwe: Parks Authority Probes Boating, Fishing Firms

The Herald (Harare): The Parks and Wildlife Management Authority has opened investigations into the operations of boating and fishing companies in Victoria Falls and Kariba. This followed reports that a number of these companies were flouting regulations governing their operations. The authority, which had also lost millions of dollars to poaching last year has so far confiscated up to five permits in Victoria Falls after it was discovered that the permit holders were illegally sub-letting permits to unregistered operators.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200701290708.html
Namibia: River Levels Rising

The Namibian (Windhoek): The Zambezi and Kwando rivers in north-eastern Namibia have continued to rise steadily over the past few days, with the level of the Zambezi reaching 2.25 metres by yesterday, rising from 2.12 m measured on Saturday. On Friday, the level was only 2.01 m. The Cuando River, which enters Namibia from southern Angola at Kongola, 200 kilometres west of Katima Mulilo, had a level of 2.85 metres yesterday, the same as on Saturday. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701291344.html
Angola: Bengo - Barra Do Dande Hosts Environment Day Main Event

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The commune of Barra do Dande in the district with the same name, northern Bengo province hosts on Wednesday the main event of the National Environment Day, January 31. ANGOP learnt from a press note that the event's opening ceremony will be presided over by the incumbent Minister, Diakumpuna Sita José, who leaves to that region on Wednesday in the company of deputy ministers, national directors, heads of departments and assistants of offices of his Ministry. Soon after his arrival at Barra do Dande, the Minister of Urbanization and Environment, Sita José will meet with the provincial Governor of Bengo, Jorge Dombolo and will visit places of urban and environmental interest. Still allusive to the date, the programme includes planting of trees in the Barra do Dande forest area. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701300782.html
Angola: Fishing Institute Receives Research Boat

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): A boat for research called "Environment" was officially on Friday handed over to the National Institute of Fishing Research (INIP) by the Regional Programme of the Great Marine Ecosystem of Benguela's Cold Current (BCLM). The five-meter boat was built by the shipyard of "Z-Craft" in Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, and is equipped with two Yahama engines 90 horses, with a fish detecting system, a Geographic Positioning System and a VHF radio. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701290646.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

China Post, Taiwan : U.N. agency pressures Ban on climate crisis summit

2007/1/31

By Daniel Wallis NAIROBI, Reuters

The U.N. environment agency pressured Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday to call an emergency climate summit amid dire reports about the risks from global warming. 

A summit, tentatively planned for September, would focus on the hunt for a successor to the Kyoto Protocol on cutting greenhouse gases widely blamed for forecasts of more heatwaves, floods, droughts and rising sea levels. 

U.N. environment agencies are lobbying Ban to play a leading role in helping governments battle climate change after Kyoto expires in 2012. But he stopped short on Tuesday of endorsing his officials' proposal for a summit of some 20 key leaders. 

"I know the Kenyan government has proposed to have such a summit. I'm going to discuss that with the president (Kenya's Mwai Kibaki)," he told reporters during a brief visit to a Nairobi slum. 

"Climate change is one of the most important issues that the international community must address before 2012. I will work very closely with members of the United Nations to discuss this," he added. 

Ban discussed the summit plans in Nairobi with Achim Steiner, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). Earlier this month Ban also met Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. Climate Secretariat. 

On Friday, the broadest scientific study of the human effect on the climate is set to conclude there is at least a 90 percent chance that human activities, mainly burning fossil fuels, are to blame for most of the warming in the last 50 years. 

In a previous report in 2001, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said the link was at least 66 percent certain. IPCC experts are meeting in Paris to discuss and approve the draft report. 

The report is also set to warn that average global temperatures will rise to 2.0 to 4.5 degrees Celsius (3.6 to 8.1 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels by 2100, with a "best estimate" of a 3.0 C (5.4 F) rise, scientists say. 

Another section of the report, due in April, is expected to warn that between 1.1 and 3.2 billion people will face water shortages by the end of the century and hundreds of millions will go hungry, according to Australia's The Age newspaper. 

Coastal flooding will hit another 7 million homes. 

De Boer has said the new secretary-general would be in an excellent position to help step up action on climate change, but would first have to assess whether he had enough political support to fulfil the role. 

Under Kyoto, 35 industrial nations agreed to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2008 12. 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/news/archives/international/2007131/101356.htm
__________________________________________________________________________

People’s Daily Online, China : Climate change high on new UN chief's agenda 

Visiting UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon said here Tuesday that climate change is set to be a major issue on his agenda, promising to mobilize the world body to help move it forward. 

Addressing journalists after visiting Kibera, one of Africa's largest slums in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, the world top diplomat said the global warming is one of the world's most urgent crises, which the international community must urgently address this year. 

"Climate change is one of the most important and most urgent agenda which international community should address before 2007," said Ban who is in Kenya for a two-day visit. 

"We must make necessary arrangements to address these issues and we must look beyond 2007," Ban said as environmentalists in Nairobi plan to press him to show true leadership and host a summit to breathe life into sagging efforts to fight global warming. "I will work very closely with members of the United Nations to discuss this issue and I will always advocate the importance and seriousness of this global warming," he added. 

Environmentalists said that as little as two more years remained for negotiating the next round of cuts under the Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to limit the greenhouse-gas emissions that are driving global warming. 

They also hoped Ban would seize the moment to stage a summit on climate change in which heads of state or government would declare their position on a small number of key principles. 

"I'm really hoping that the new secretary general will feel that he's in a position to show the kind of leadership that the world seems to be calling for by using the convening power that he has," said an environmentalist who sought anonymity. 

The former South Korean foreign minister was scheduled to discuss the plans in Nairobi with Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP). 

"The time has come for the rest of the world to assist African countries in adapting to the effects of a warming planet, while strengthening efforts to mitigate climate change," Ban said. 

This week the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will release the first part of its latest assessment of the science of climate change and the likely impacts that climate change will have. 

The last annual UN meeting of about 100 environment ministers in Nairobi in November made little progress on finding ways to broaden the protocol after it runs out.  Source: Xinhua 

http://english.people.com.cn/200701/31/eng20070131_346207.html 

__________________________________________________________________________

Pakistan Times Wire Service :  Glaciers melting at increasing Speed: UN

UNITED NATIONS: Mountain glaciers around the world are melting at an unprecedented rate, according to new U.N.-backed report that will reinforce pressure on governments to take stronger action on global warming. 

The glaciers melted from 2000 to 2005 at 1.6 times the average loss rate of the 1990s and three times that of the 1980s, with much of the accelerated change attributable to human-induced climate change, the report said.

“This is the most authoritative, comprehensive and up-to-date information on glaciers world-wide and as such underlines the rapid changes occurring on the planet as a result of climate change,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said Tuesday, noting their importance as sources for many rivers upon which people depend for drinking water, agriculture and industrial purposes.

“The findings confirm the science of human-induced climate change, confirmation that will be further underlined when the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change unveil their next report on February 2. 

These findings should strengthen the resolve of governments to act now to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and put in place the medium to longer term strategies necessary to avert dangerous climate change,” he added.

According to the figures, the 2000-2005 period saw an average thickness loss for a set of reference glaciers of 0.6 metre water equivalent, confirming the trend in accelerated ice loss during the past two and a half decades and bringing the average reduction since 1980 of the 30 reference glaciers of nine mountain ranges to about 9.6-metres water equivalent. 

On average, one metre water equivalent corresponds to 1.1 metre ice thickness.

The results come from glacier mass balance measurements collected by scientists all over the world and published by the World Glacier Monitoring Service (WGMS) in Zurich, Switzerland. The WGMS collects standardized glacier data which are considered to be among the best natural indicators of climate change.

Scientific measurements relate to the so-called ‘net mass balance’ of glaciers, which can be seen as their overall ice thickness change. The long-term monitoring of glacier mass balance produces one of the most essential variables required for the regular assessment reports on global climate monitoring. 

As such, the glacier mass balance data are an important contribution to UNEP’s Global Environment Outlook report.

The preliminary data on glacier change for the year 2005 from 80 glaciers was reported to the WGMS from the majority of the glaciated mountain ranges of the world. Of these, 30 glaciers have continuous mass balance measurement series since 1980.

Comprehensive data for the year 2006 are not yet available, but as it was one of the warmest years in many years in many parts of the world, it is expected that the downward trend will continue.

“Today, the glacier surface is much smaller than in the 1980s, this means that the climatic forcing has continued since then,” Michael Zemp, a glaciologist and research associate at the WGMS said.

“The recent increase in rates of ice loss over reducing glacier surface areas leaves no doubt about the accelerated change in climatic conditions.”●

http://www.pakistantimes.net/2007/01/31/top16.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu : Climate change: UN chief asked to convene emergency summit 

NAIROBI, Jan. 31 (AP): The top UN environment official asked UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon yesterday to convene an emergency world summit to combat global climate change, an official said, joining a growing chorus of world leaders and scientists calling for urgent action to cut greenhouse gases. 

Ban met with the executive director of the UN Environment Programme, Achim Steiner, who recommended the summit take place later this year, an official close to the talks said. Ban was sympathetic to the idea, the official said on condition of anonymity because the talks were not public. 

"Climate change is one of the most important and urgent agendas that the international community has to address before 2012," Ban said as he toured Kibera, one of Africa's largest slums and home to 800,000 people. 

Kenya has agreed to host a possible summit, which could be held between July and December, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. 

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/000200701310301.htm
__________________________________________________________________________

Daily News & Analysis, India : New study finds faster melting due to human activity

Rajesh Sinha 

Tuesday, January 30, 2007  23:55 IST

NEW DELHI: Mountain glaciers around the world are melting at an unprecedented rate, according to a new UN Environment Programme report released on Tuesday. The glaciers melted from 2000 to 2005 at 1.6 times the average loss rate of the 1990s and three times that of the 1980s, with much of the change attributable to human-induced climate change, the report said.

"This is the most comprehensive and up-to-date information on glaciers worldwide and as such underlines the rapid changes occurring on the planet," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said, while noting the importance of glaciers as sources for many rivers upon which people depend for drinking water, agriculture and industrial purposes.

A total of 30 reference glaciers monitored by the Swiss-based World Glacier Monitoring Service (WGMS) lost 66 centimetres in thickness on average in 2005, the report says. With mountain glaciers typically only tens of metres thick, this meant many would disappear within decades if the trend continued, said WGMS director Wilfried Haeberli. “With the scenarios predicted, we will enter conditions which we have not seen in the past 10,000 years, and perhaps conditions which mankind has never experienced,” he said. 

The International commission for snow and ice had disclosed earlier that glaciers in the Himalayas are receding at a faster rate than anywhere else. The commission had warned that at this rate, most of them are likely to disappear by the year 2035. 

This would reduce the Ganga, Sutlej and Yamuna to seasonal rivers. The process brings other threats, particularly to Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, such as landslides, erosion, and floods. The recent flashflood in the Sutlej, which resulted in heavy losses to life and property, is feared to have been caused either due to a cloud burst or breach of a lake in the upper reaches. The Manali and Kulu areas suffered widespread damage due to a flashflood in the Beas river and its tributaries a few years ago, when the headquarters of the Snow and Avalanche Study Establishment (SASE), which predicts such disasters, was itself devastated. The melting of glaciers is creating lakes which are increasing in size at a rapid rate.

The UNEP says the Gangotri glacier was 25 km long when measured in the 1930s and has now shrunk to less than 20 km. The Dokriani Bamak glacier in the Himalayas has receded half a mile since 1990. Research indicates that glaciers in the Himalayas are retreating at an average rate of 30 metres a year, compared with earlier rates of 18 metres a year between 1935 and 1999, and 7 metres a year between 1842 and 1935. 

According to Prakash Rao of the Worldwide Fund for Nature, milder winters, longer summers, severe heat waves and an increasing number of cyclones are the effects of climate change noticeable to people. But the serious effects are taking place in remote regions of the planet where glaciers are melting at a fast pace. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/report.asp?NewsID=1077104
__________________________________________________________________________

Financial Express, India  : Millions to go hungry, waterless: climate report  

Posted online: Wednesday, January 31, 2007 at 0000 hours IST 

CANBERRA, JAN 30:  Rising temperatures will leave millions more people hungry by 2080 and cause critical water shortages in China and Australia, as well as parts of Europe and the United States, according to a new global climate report. By the end of the century, climate change will bring water scarcity to between 1.1 and 3.2 billion people as temperatures rise by 2 to 3 Celsius (3.6 to 4.8 Fahrenheit), a leaked draft of an Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report said. 

The report, due for release in April but detailed in The Age newspaper, said an additional 200 million to 600 million people across the world would face food shortages in another 70 years, while coastal flooding would hit another 7 million homes. 

“The message is that every region of the earth will have exposure,” Dr Graeme Pearman, who helped draft the report, told Reuters on Tuesday. 

“If you look at China, like Australia they will lose significant rainfall in their agricultural areas,” said Pearman, the former climate director of Australia’s top science body, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation. 

Africa and poor countries such as Bangladesh would be most affected because they were least able to cope with greater coastal damage and drought, said Pearman. 

The IPCC was set up in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization and the UN Environment Programme to guide policy makers globally on the impact of climate change. 

The panel is to release a report on Friday in Paris forecasting global temperatures rising by 2 to 4.5 Celsius (3.6 to 8.1 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels by 2100, with a “best estimate” of a 3C (5.4 F) rise. 

That report will summarize the scientific basis of climate change, while the April draft details the consequences of global warming and options for adapting to them. 

The draft contains an entire chapter on Australia — which is in the grip of its worst recorded drought — warning the country’s Great Barrier Reef would become “functionally extinct” because of coral bleaching. 

As well, snow would disappear from Australia’s southeast alps, while water inflows to the Murray-Darling river basin, the country’s main agricultural region, would fall by 10 and 25 percent by 2050. 

In Europe, glaciers would disappear from the central Alps, while some Pacific island nations would be hit hard by rising sea levels and more frequent tropical storms. 

“It’s really a story of trying to assess in your own region what your exposure will be, and making sure you have ways to deal with it,” said Pearman. 

On the positive side, Pearman said there was an enormous amount the international community could do to avert climate change if swift action was taken. 

“The projections in the report that comes out this week are based on the assumption that we are slow to respond and that things continue more-or-less as they have in the past.” 

Some scientists say Australia — the world’s driest inhabited continent — is suffering from “accelerated climate change” compared to other nations. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=153242 

__________________________________________________________________________

The Standard, Hong Kong  : Millions face agony with hotter world 

Rob Taylor 

Wednesday, January 31, 2007

Rising temperatures will leave millions more people hungry by 2080 and cause critical water shortages in China and Australia, as well as parts of Europe and the United States, according to a new global climate report.

By the end of the century, climate change will bring water scarcity to between 1.1 and 3.2 billion people as temperatures rise by 2 to 3 degrees Celsius, a draft of a report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says.

The report, due for release in April but detailed in Australia's Age newspaper, says an additional 200 million to 600 million people across the world will face food shortages in another 70 years, while coastal flooding will hit another 7 million homes.

"The message is that every region of the earth will have exposure," said Graeme Pearman, who helped draft it.

"If you look at China, like Australia they will lose significant rainfall in their agricultural areas," said Pearman, the former climate director of Australia's top science body, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization.

Africa and poor countries such as Bangladesh will be most affected because they are least able to cope with greater coastal damage and drought, said Pearman.

The IPCC was set up in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization and the UN Environment Program to guide policy makers globally on the impact of climate change.

The panel will release a report Friday in Paris forecasting global temperatures rising by 2-4.5C above pre-industrial levels by 2100, with a "best estimate" of a 3C rise.

That report will summarize the scientific basis of climate change, while the April draft details the consequences of global warming and options for adapting to them.

The draft contains an entire chapter on Australia, which is in the grip of its worst recorded drought. 

It warns the country's Great Barrier Reef will become "functionally extinct" within decades because of coral bleaching.

As well, snow will disappear from Australia's southeast alps, while water inflows to the Murray-Darling river basin - the country's main agricultural region - will fall by 10-25 percent by 2050.

In Europe, glaciers will disappear from the central Alps, while some Pacific island nations will be hit hard by rising sea levels and more frequent tropical storms.

"It's really a story of trying to assess in your own region what your exposure will be, and making sure you have ways to deal with it," Pearman said.

On the positive side, he said there was an enormous amount the international community could do to avert climate change if swift action is taken.

"The projections in the report that comes out this week are based on the assumption that we are slow to respond and that things continue more or less as they have in the past," he said.  REUTERS 

http://www.thestandard.com.hk/news_detail.asp?pp_cat=17&art_id=37185&sid=11972336&con_type=1 

__________________________________________________________________________

newswire.co.nz, New Zealand  : Push For Global Warming Summit     

7:48 am, 31 Jan 2007    

 The United Nations environment agency is pressuring Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon to call an emergency climate summit amid dire reports about the risks from global warming.

A summit, tentatively planned for September, will focus on the hunt for a successor to the Kyoto Protocol on cutting greenhouse gases widely blamed for forecasts of more heatwaves, floods, droughts and rising sea levels.

UN environment agencies are lobbying Mr Ban to play a leading role in helping governments battle climate change after Kyoto expires in 2012.

But Mr Ban, who is visiting Nairobi, has stopped short of endorsing his officials' proposal for a summit of some 20 key leaders.

He says the Kenyan government has proposed to have such a summit and he will discuss that with president Mwai Kibaki.

This week, the broadest scientific study of the human effect on the climate is set to conclude there is at least a 90 percent chance that human activities, mainly burning fossil fuels, are to blame for most of the warming in the last 50 years.

http://www.newswire.co.nz/main/viewstory.aspx?storyid=356599&catid=0 

______________________________________________________________________________

The Westender, Australia : Eco-minded youth hold key to Australia's environmental future Feedback 

Ian Kiernan is calling on Australian university students to get actively involved and think of creative and practical uses of science and technology to help solve emerging environmental issues.    

Prominent environmentalist, Ian Kiernan AO, is calling on young Australians to become environmentally active and encourages university students from Brisbane to apply for the Eco-Minds Challenge - a competition for students to become environmental ambassadors at the upcoming Asia-Pacific Youth Forum on Sustainable Development.

Mr Kiernan believes that the Eco-Minds competition developed by Bayer and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) will be one of the standout events for Australia's youth to showcase their environmental ideas.

As Chairman and founder of 'Clean Up Australia' and 'Clean Up the World', Mr Kiernan has been a driving force for environmental education in Australia over the past two decades. His brainchild, 'Clean Up Australia Day', has attracted 7 million volunteers who have removed an estimated 165,000 tonnes of rubbish from the nationâs streets, parklands and waterways.

Now, as Ambassador and judge for Eco-Minds, Mr Kiernan is calling on Australian university students to get actively involved and think of creative and practical uses of science and technology to help solve emerging environmental issues.

"Eco-Minds provides an excellent opportunity for young Australians to proactively exchange ideas and work on sustainable projects, with peers representing a number of countries in the region to make a real difference to the future of our environment," said Mr Kiernan.

Eco-Minds, an initiative resulting from a unique partnership between UNEP and Bayer fosters awareness and knowledge of environmental issues amongst youth in the Asia-Pacific region, by providing opportunities for cross-cultural activities and knowledge sharing on sustainable development.

According to Mr Kiernan, students will have a unique opportunity to gain real world exposure to issues and case studies presented by leading environmental experts and will also become part of a special UNEP youth network. "This is a unique experience which will certainly help launch any new career," he explained.

Sam Howard, Managing Director Bayer Australia and New Zealand notes, "I am delighted to announce Ian Kiernan as the official Eco-Minds ambassador. It is fantastic to have the support of such a high profile international environmental advocate, encouraging Australia's youth to take part and apply for the Eco-Minds forum".

"Bayer places great emphasis on promoting science for a better life. Supporting youth forums such as Eco-Minds is a major focus of Bayer's social commitment and forms part of our three-year partnership with UNEP as the Official Partner for Youth and the Environment", said Sam Howard.

The Asia-Pacific Youth Forum on Sustainable Development will be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 31 May to 3 June 2007.

The competition is open to university students aged 18-24 years from the fields of natural sciences, engineering, technology, social sciences, commerce, management and law. Delegates from Thailand, Australia, New Zealand, India, Singapore, Indonesia, China, Korea and The Philippines will attend.

For entry details and application forms, students must visit www.eco-minds.com.au , or contact the Australian Eco-Minds Co-ordinator on 02 9678 7257. Entries close on Friday 30 March 2007.

http://www.westender.com.au/stories.php?s_id=427 

______________________________________________________________________________

News.com.au: Call for 'climate summit'

January 31, 2007

DEMANDS for a world summit on climate change gathered pace overnight as scientists pored over a draft report that says by 2100 global warming will unleash bouts of extreme heat, dryness and rainfall and make typhoons and hurricanes more violent.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) overnight became the second UN organisation to urge new Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon to call a paramount meeting on global warming.

"There is a plan to seek the support of the secretary general for a special climate summit involving heads of state," UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said in Nairobi, where Mr Ban was to meet UNEP chief Achim Steiner.

The summit plan was launched earlier this month by Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), amid deepening concern for the Kyoto Protocol after its present commitment period runs out in 2012.

Kyoto - the only international treaty to set targets for limiting the fossil fuel pollution that causes the greenhouse effect - has been in a bad way since it was abandoned in 2001 by the United States, which accounts for nearly a quarter of all global carbon emissions.

Even if its pledges are met, Kyoto will deliver just a tiny fraction of the reductions needed to stave off climate damage, so the post-2012 curbs must deliver swingeing cuts.

This means negotiators must coax the United States back into some global deal and also encourage China, India and Brazil - now big polluters in their own right - to rein in their own emissions.

In Paris, meanwhile, a report drafted for the UN's top climate scientists said there was now a 90-per cent probability that man-made greenhouse gases had driven up Earth's surface temperature over the past half century.

Eleven of the last 12 years rank among the warmest years for which there are reliable records, according to the draft, which is being discussed line by line at the four-day meeting of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Before the Industrial Revolution, levels of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere, the principal greenhouse gas, stood at around 280 parts per million (ppm).

Today, CO2 concentrations are around 380 ppm and are rising between at two and three ppm per year.

According to the draft "summary for policymakers", a copy of which was obtained by AFP, the temperature has already risen by 0.74 degrees Celsius over the last century.

The average temperature of the global seas has increased to depths of at least 3000 metres, showing that the warming of the atmosphere is now spreading to the deep ocean.

In 2001, the IPCC predicted global atmospheric temperatures would rise by between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees Celsius by 2100 compared to 1990, depending on how much CO2 was in the air.

In this latest assessment, the draft forecasts what temperature rise can be expected according to the CO2 scenario, but without mentioning the 2100 timeframe.

With CO2 at 550ppm, average global temperatures would be between two and 4.5 degrees Celsius higher than pre-industrial times, "with a best estimate of about three degrees Celsius", the report said.

It warns, though, that "values substantially higher than 4.5 degrees Celsius cannot be excluded" if CO2 concentrations also rise significantly.

Among other things, the document declares it "very likely" that heatwaves and pounding rain will become more frequent, snow cover is projected to contract and typhoons and hurricanes will become less frequent but more powerful.

And it says that CO2 pollution spewed out this century will stoke global warming and sea-level rise "for more than a millennium", given the time it takes for fossil fuel pollution to degrade.

Asked to comment on the draft, Jean-Charles Hourcade of France's National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) said "the experts are more pessimistic about climate sensitivity" than before.

"It's like a pot on a fire. You carry on heating it and at one point it boils over."

The IPCC report is the fourth assessment since the expert scientific panel was set up in 1988 to help guide policymakers.

The Paris document, on the scientific basis for global warming, will be issued on Saturday. It is one of three that the IPCC will issue this year, the others being on the effects of climate change and how to cope with them.

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21146790-23109,00.html
__________________________________________________________________________

Bloomberg.com: China Will Push for Outer Space Treaty at UN Meeting in Vienna  

Eugene Tang- January 30, 2007

Jan. 30 (Bloomberg) -- China, one of three countries to have successfully launched astronauts into orbit, said it wants the U.S., Russia and other nations to begin crafting a new global treaty to govern the use of outer space.

Chinese defense officials will attend a meeting of the United Nations Outer Space Scientific & Technical Subcommittee in Vienna from Feb. 12 to 23, said Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu, without giving details.

``Space is the common property for humanity,'' Jiang said today at a press briefing in Beijing. ``China is opposed to an arms race in space and we want to work toward having a treaty to govern the peaceful use of space.''

U.S. officials reacted with alarm after China fired a missile at an obsolete Chinese weather satellite on Jan. 11, destroying it. In an October 2006 space policy paper, U.S. President George W. Bush asserted the right to use force against countries that disrupt American satellites.

The U.S., Britain and the Soviet Union completed a treaty on use of outer space in 1967, which has been signed and ratified by 98 countries, including China. That treaty prohibits any nation from putting nuclear or other weapons of mass destruction into space or stationing them on any celestial body.

China, with an annual space budget estimated at $2 billion, has launched three astronauts into orbit around the earth and has announced a plan for a lunar landing in 2020.

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=ar1PoUGwJ4Mc&refer=latin_america
__________________________________________________________________________

Hindustan Times: 'UN climate change report nothing new for India'

Chetan Chauhan- January30, 2007

A new United Nation’s report on climate change has predicted tougher times ahead for India with the earth’s expected to become much more warmer, than predicted earlier, because of rise in the green house emissions.

Higher sea level rise on the eastern coast, more rainfall in the post monsoon period, effecting crop patterns, and the drought zone widening are said to be predictions of the fourth assessment report of International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

The global report, prepared by 500 lead authors and scientists, also says that India will emerge as one of the major carbon dioxide contributors to global green house emissions if the remedial steps are not taken fast. India’s booming economy and consequent rise in energy consumption are the cause.

The IPCC, before the release of the report in Paris on Friday, clarified that any reference to the contents before approval at the IPCC plenary session does not represent authorised IPCC findings. “The process leading to the release is “long, complicated and far from complete,” IPCC said, in a recent statement. Dr RK Pachauri, who heads the panel, was not available for his comments.

The findings of the report have not surprised Indian scientists. “Most of the findings of the report are already known,” said Dr Sugata Hazra, head of Department of Oceanography at Jadhavpur University. His team had recorded submersion of the world’s first habituated island in Sunderbans in 2006. “There are many more islands heading for a similar fate if the sea level rises at the present rate,” he said.

Hazra has a slightly different take on sea level rise as predicted in the UN report. “The 60-70 cm rise in seal level predicted by IPCC for the end of 2100 is very moderate and less than its earlier prediction. I believe that seas will rise much more leading to submersion of low lying areas,” he said, admitting of IPCC’s limitation on CO emission data and the pressure from industry and rich countries.

The draft assessment report of the IPCC is first validated by 154 nations before adoption at the plenary session. The draft report was send to all nations, including United States, which put the report on its website for comments inviting furious remarks from the scientists.  

The report not only provides models for possible rise in temperature on earth’s surface and its impact on humanity, it also provides solutions for the government to adopt. The last IPCC report was released in 2001.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1915754,0004.htm
__________________________________________________________________________

Scoop: UN leader visits Victoria

January 30, 2007

A United Nations’ Assistant Secretary-General, the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biodiversity, Dr Ahmed Djoghlaf, is meeting with Victoria University staff this week to discuss the future of the deterioration of the Earth’s environment.

Dr Djoghlaf is visiting New Zealand from Montreal as a Guest of the New Zealand Government from Sunday 28 January to Wednesday 31 January.

Signed by 150 government leaders at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, the Convention on Biodiversity is the first global agreement on conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, and is part of the United Nations Environment Programme.

Associate Professor Ben Bell, Director of the Centre for Biodiversity & Restoration Ecology in the School of Biological Sciences, will be spending time with Dr Djoghlaf.

“Dr Djoghlaf’s visit will provide an opportunity for us to showcase New Zealand's unique environmental issues, the high level of our endemic indigenous biodiversity and the frameworks we have in place for managing environmental and resource management issues. The Convention on Biodiversity is a major step towards protecting and improving our planet for the future.”

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/ED0701/S00033.htm
General Environment News

Equity Bulls, India : Department of Tourism confers National Tourism Award 2005-06 for Best Eco Friendly Hotel to Hotel Leelaventure, Bangalore

Hotel Leelaventure Ltd has announced that Government of India, Department of Tourism has conferred the National Tourism Award 2005-06, to the Company's hotel at Bangalore i.e. "The Leela Palace Kempinski, Bangalore", under the category of Best Eco Friendly Hotel.

The Leela Palaces Hotels - Resorts has won yet another accolade for its environmentally friendly hotels. The Leela Palace, Kempinski, Bangalore often described as the best performing city hotel in India has been adjudged as the best eco friendly five star deluxe hotel in the country by the Government of India. The Minister of Tourism, Mrs. Ambika Soni presented the National Tourism Awards for 2005-2006 to Vice Chairman and Managing Director of The Leela group, Mr. Vivek Nair at a glittering ceremony in New Delhi on January 25, 2007.

Like other Leela hotels in Mumbai, Goa and Kovalam which have virtually created islands of greenery. The Leela Palace in Bangalore has made this garden city even more proud, evoking the architectural glory of the royal palace of Mysore amidst acres of lush green landscaped gardens.

For the Leela Palace, Bangalore winning awards is not new. It was selected by the Forbes magazine as one of the eight best new business hotels in the world and has also bagged the prestigious CNN Ultimate Service Award twice, an award that celebrates global excellence in hospitality.

The Leela Group Chairman, Capt. C P Krishnan Nair whose zeal for creating green neighbourhoods has not only seen him winning the Global 500 Laureate Roll of Honour from the United Nations Environment Programme, received in the presence of His Majesty Emperor Akihito of Japan, but has also lead to the eco award twice from Bombay Chamber of Commerce and Industry for creating an green belt for around the airports in Mumbai by planting thousands of trees. Infact, Capt Nair and his wife Mrs. Leela Nair personally buy exotic samplings from all over the world including Hawaii, California, Thailand, Singapore and Sri Lanka and plant them in their nurseries. The plants are later transplanted to the Leela gardens and surroundings of the international and national airports.

The Leela group's love for nature has constantly won it several awards which include The Green Hotelier Award from the International Hotel and Restaurant Association, Paris, Pata Gold Award for excellence in Corporate Environmental Programme, V P Menon award for environment initiatives, Maharana Udai Singh Award for distinguished services in the field of environment and Corporate Environmental Achievement award from 6th World Wilderness Congress.

According to Capt. Nair, "The National award for the best eco friendly hotel will encourage us to create green havens in our five new hotels in the making at Gurgaon-Delhi NCR, Udaipur, Chennai, Hyderabad and Pune. Ultimately the green ambience will only add value to customer experience at each of our splendid properties" he adds.  Source: Equity Bulls

http://www.equitybulls.com/admin/news2006/news_det.asp?id=7432 
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The Standard: Asia biodiesel makers hedge risks

Jonathan Nonis - January 30, 2007

Asia's big biodiesel producers are starting to secure their green investments by hedging against falling oil prices and rising feedstock costs, but the move may carry even bigger risks for infant players.

Oil's brief dip below US$50 (HK$390) a barrel this month highlights a risk that could scupper the emerging industry and douse hopes that such domestic fuels will replace Asia's costly oil imports.

Producers can hedge commodities such as palm oil or sugar, as well as end products, against mineral oil. But crop growers with little experience of opaque financial derivatives are shying away from locking in forward prices on a market lacking biodiesel futures, which leaves products carrying basis risk.

"They should hedge the feedstock components on one side, then as crude prices go up, the margin and cost effectiveness of biodiesel tends to look more attractive," said Tom James, chair professor at the University of Petroleum and Energy Studies in India. 

"They then want to hedge against a sudden and sustained drop in crude prices, probably through some derivatives options on crude oil or gas oil or gasoline prices."

Growing energy teams at investment banks around Asia are looking to capture increased demand for fuel hedging from consumers such as transport firms and producers such as oil refiners or the new breed of biofuel makers.

To prevent further erosion of profits from tumbling oil, Australia's Natural Fuel hedged half its annual biofuel output from its Darwin plant, at US$75 a barrel till April 2008.

"If we hadn't hedged any output, the result would probably have been worrying, but our hedging policy would have given us some insulation," he said during a Reuters summit on biofuels.

The firm plans to build one of Asia's largest biodiesel plants, a 600,000 tonnes per year facility in Singapore with the potential to triple production in a few years.

A four-year oil rally to near US$80 a barrel in 2006 and fears over climate change from burning fossil fuels have spurred investments in alternative fuels, with oil import-dependent countries worldwide aiming to boost biofuel output.

But a third has been wiped off oil prices since a July peak, leaving some projects in doubt as analysts point to US$50 crude oil as a minimum threshold for biofuel viability.

Diesel has fallen 30 percent to about US$65 a barrel since record highs of around US$90 last July, leaving biodiesel looking costly and in potential need of subsidies, analysts say.

The impact of demand for biofuels has been stronger in soft commodities markets, where prices of corn and sugar have been driven higher, than in energy where biofuel supplies are still tiny in the 85 million barrels per day oil market.

Futures prices of palm oil - the main raw material for biodiesel in Southeast Asia - cost about US$535 a tonne last week, up 30 percent on the year-ago period, leaving producers pinned between rising feedstock costs and falling product prices. "It's no longer viable to use palm oil to make biodiesel. The change has been dramatic since November and prices are no longer globally competitive," said John Hall, managing director of commodity trading firm Peter Cremer.

Peter Cremer plans to start two biodiesel plants in Singapore and Malaysia this year but will likely see production capacity of both 100,000-tonnes- per-year plants at only 40-50 percent.

"Eighty-five to 90 percent of the cost of biodiesel is in the feedstock, so they would like to hedge it here," said Ibnu Bromono at Facts Global Energy. "For hedging the product, they are very much interested in NYMEX or European bourses."

The New York Mercantile Exchange launched new sugar contracts in December, while Euronext.liffe started rapeseed oil futures in Paris this month.

But the industry is still three to five years away from seeing its first biodiesel contract, a Chicago Board of Trade official said.

Hedging of biodiesel against crude or gas oil among biodiesel players in the region has been limited as most producers are concerned with logistical and financial commitments. Others look to control costs via long-term feedstock supply contracts.

Singapore-based CMS Resources is focused on acquiring land in Indonesia for production, instead of hedging on markets that will not fit exactly with its product.

"It's like hedging apples with pears and the interest rate is a killer. We've crunched the numbers," said Georges Mercadal, director of CMS Resources.

Bigger players with secured feedstocks such as Wilmar International Holdings, which plans to build three plants in Indonesia with output capacity of 1.05 million tonnes by this year, have shown interest in hedging, industry sources said. Wilmar declined to comment.

The risks from hedging is seen in the experience of British firm Biofuels Corp, which used a fixed-price swap in April 2005 to protect production, expecting revenues to be linked to price movements in ultra-low sulphur diesel.

The swap was scrapped later that year, costing it some 50 million (HK$765.63 million).

"It could have been worse had the swap continued into 2006 with its record highs," a company source said.

http://www.thestandard.com.hk/news_detail.asp?we_cat=9&art_id=37140&sid=11953260&con_type=1&d_str=20070130
__________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times: US team to study clean energy mart in India

January 31, 2007

WASHINGTON: Eyeing the fast-growing markets of India and China to sell its clean energy technology goods and services, the US will send a trade mission to the two countries in April to explore opportunities in the sector.

“We have seen amazing growth in the economies of both India and China that has led to a great need for additional energy in these countries, and we expect this trend to continue,” David Bohigian, US assistant secretary of commerce, said.

The Clean-Energy Technologies Trade Mission, led by Mr Bohigian, is aimed at allowing US companies to explore opportunities in these fast-growing markets where their clean technology and services “can help improve the environment”.

“The US companies have developed innovative clean-energy products, and their deployment in India and China will have dramatic effects on the environment not only in these countries, but around the world,” Mr Bohigian said.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/Economy/Foreign_Trade/US_team_to_study_clean_energy_mart_in_India/articleshow/1541158.cms 
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Oman

Indian schools excel in essay competition

MUSCAT — Winners of an essay writing competition for schools in Oman, aimed at promoting environmental awareness among children, have been presented with their prizes at a ceremony at Indian School Muscat (ISM) here.

The first prize winner was Nilina Beth Jacob of Class VI, Indian School Ibra, while the second place went to Sandhya Vishwanathan, Class V, of Indian School Al Ghubra and the third position to Sruthi Chandrasenan, Class VI, of Indian School Darsait.

They received cash prizes of RO100, RO75 and RO50, respectively, and a certificate from the chief guest Ainsley L. Edgar, ISM Principal. Their schools won cash prizes of RO1,000, RO700, and RO 300, respectively. 

The 'Pure Life Essay Writing Contest', organised by National Heaters Industries, was held for the second time after last year's big success. This time the competition was held for pupils of 5th and 6th standards.

More than 3,000 students from 20 schools across the Sultanate took part in the contest with 'Using Water Responsibly' as the topic. The schools judged the essays internally and announced the three best from their school.

Entries winning the first prize in each school were further evaluated and selected for 'The Best School Trophy' by a panel of jurists.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2007/january/middleeast_january353.xml
UAE

 Mohammed stresses need of environment protection

ABU DHABI — General Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, received yesterday a delegation of the environment ministers and officials taking part in the environmental exhibition and conference ‘Environment 2007’ being held in Abu Dhabi.

Gen. Shaikh Mohammed welcomed the guests and wished their conference a successful outcome.

He stressed the importance of such events as they provide opportunities for the experts and specialists to meet and discuss the latest environmental developments.

The meeting was attended by Shaikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Crown Prince and Deputy Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, Lieutenant-General Shaikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Interior Minister, Shaikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Presidential Affairs and Deputy Chairman of Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi, Shaikh Ahmed bin Hamed, the President’s Special Adviser, Shaikhs, ministers and senior officials.

Meanwhile, Gen. Shaikh Mohammed received Tom Ridge, former United States secretary of Homeland Security, who is currently on a visit to the UAE.

The meeting was also attended by the interior minister. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2007/january/theuae_january1010.xml
Accord signed to monitor dugongs

ABU DHABI — Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi (EAD) and Total Abu Al Bukhoosh yesterday signed an agreement to monitor dugongs, an endangered species, and study their population in the UAE waters.

The agreement was signed by Majid Al Mansouri, Secretary General, EAD, Henry Delafon, General Manager, Total Abu Al Bukhoosh, and Bernard Tramier, Executive Director, La Fondation D’Entreprise Total.

Dugongs are listed as vulnerable to extinction by the World Conservation Union. 

A significant proportion (more than 7,000) of the dugong population around the world is found in the Arabian Gulf. About 40 per cent of this population live in Abu Dhabi waters, making the UAE particularly significant in terms of global dugong conservation efforts.

The EAD has been conducting studies on dugongs in the UAE since 1999 with funding from Total. These have helped in preparing a conservation plan as well as fostering cooperation between dugong range states.

“If dugongs are to survive and play their role as an important part of our environment, we need to ensure that we not only implement conservation measures, but also continue to do research and spread public awareness about the dugong population,” said Al Mansouri.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2007/january/theuae_january990.xml
UAE values clean, renewable energy’

ABU DHABI — UAE has always stressed on the importance of renewable and clean energy, Minister of Environment and Water Dr Mohammed Saeed Al Kindi has pointed out.

“Despite having huge oil resources, it’s important for all GCC countries to develop and boost their strategic energy reserves, especially in view of the rapid increase in populations,” Al Kindi said.

The minister said the fourth international conference on environment, being held under the patronage of The President, His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and the leadership of Gen. Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabiand Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, would focus on renewable energy sources.

The minister said this while delivering his keynote address following the official opening of the Middle East’s premier environmental event at Abu Dhabi International Exhibition Centre yesterday. The exhibition was opened by Shaikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Presidential Affairs and Deputy Chairman of Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi.

Talking about the proposed conference, Al Kindi said it would focus on a host of topics ranging from water desalination technology to energy efficiency in buildings and air-conditioning systems.

The event is being organised under the initiative of Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company (Masdar).

Launched in April 2006, Masdar is a major energy initiative of the government of Abu Dhabi. It aims at developing a new economic sector dedicated to sustainable energy an its bjective is to set up an innovation and investment unit, a graduate-level engineering institution, an integrated free economic zone, and an investment fund for clean technology projects.  

Mervat Tallawy, Under Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), noted that while 20 per cent of population in the region had no access to energy, notably electricity, another 20 per cent was deprived of regular power supply.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2007/january/theuae_january989.xml
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AT KENYAN SLUM, BAN KI-MOON PLEDGES TO WORK HARDER TO ERADICATE POVERTY

Continuing his visit to Africa, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today

travelled to Kiberia slum in Nairobi, Kenya – one of the largest on the

continent – where he urged residents not to lose hope and pledged to work

harder than ever to eradicate global poverty and other social ills.

“I feel very much humbled by what I am seeing now. That makes me resolve

again my firm commitment to work for the improvement of the living

conditions, education, water, sanitation, housing – all these are the

challenges which we must overcome,” Mr. Ban said outside the United Nations

offices in Kiberia.

“This is not the only place, I know. There are many other billions of

people suffering from lack of affordable housing – all the facilities which

make our life decent,” he said. “We must work together and generate

political will to have a smooth implementation of the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) and I will work very closely, and harder than

before.”

The eight MDGs, which seek to slash a host of social ills from extreme

poverty to improving maternal health all by 2015 were adopted by the UN

Millennium Summit in 2000.

Mr. Ban arrived in Kenya from Ethiopia, where he had attended the African

Union (AU) summit in Addis Ababa, as well as held bilateral meetings with

African leaders on the sidelines of the main discussions.

He told reporters after the meetings that his presence in Addis in the

first month of his tenure was “a strong sign of the growing partnership

between the United Nations and the African Union” and of the high priority

he attaches to Africa.

On Darfur, the Secretary-General said that he was pleased that Sudanese

President Omar al-Bashir had welcomed a joint AU-UN mission to Khartoum and

Darfur in early February. But he added that he had urged President Bashir,

and all parties, to cease hostilities, as an essential foundation for a

successful peace process, and humanitarian access.

“No more time can be lost,” the Secretary-General said. “The people of

Darfur have waited much too long. This is just unacceptable.”

* * *

EXTENDING UN MISSION TO ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA, SECURITY COUNCIL CUTS TROOP LEVELS

The Security Council today extended the mandate by six months of the United

Nations peacekeeping mission monitoring the ceasefire that ended the border

war between Ethiopia and Eritrea in 2000, but cut the number of blue

helmets as it voiced frustration with the lack of progress made by either

country.

In a unanimous resolution, Council members agreed to an extension through

the end of July, in line with the recommendation of Secretary-General Ban

Ki-moon in his most recent report on the operations of the mission, known

as UNMEE.

The number of peacekeeping troops will be reduced from the current 2,300 to

1,700, including 230 military observers – one of four options for the

Mission which the Secretary-General proposed last month in the face of the

ongoing intransigence of Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Mr. Ban’s most recent report warned that the continuing stalemate in the

peace process shows no sign of ending, and the impasse has the potential to

not only lead to renewed hostilities between the two countries, but to

destabilize the wider region, especially given the recent developments in

neighbouring Somalia.

Ethiopia has refused to implement, fully and without pre-conditions, the

Boundary Commission’s demarcation of the border with Eritrea, even though

its decisions are supposed to be binding under a peace agreement that

followed a two-year war in the late 1990s.

For its part, Eritrea has maintained a troop presence in the Temporary

Security Zone (TSZ) along the border, as well as tanks, rocket launchers

and guns, and it has also imposed a ban on UN helicopter flights, severely

restricting the work of UNMEE.

Today’s resolution demanded that Ethiopia accept the Commission’s decision

and called on Eritrea to withdraw its troops and equipment from the TSZ and

reverse its restrictions on UNMEE operations.

Mr. Ban said in his report that Ethiopia and Eritrea each needed to do much

more than settle their border issue if they are establish a durable peace

and reconciliation process.

“The two Governments need to take the political decision to put the

conflict behind them, for the sake of their own people, and move forward in

a number of other areas that would help them to normalize relations,” he

wrote.

* * *

BAN KI-MOON CALLS FOR RESUMPTION OF INTRA-PALESTINIAN DIALOGUE ON NATIONAL UNITY

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on all

Palestinian parties to quickly resume dialogue for national unity after the

announcement of a ceasefire in Gaza to end a civil conflict that has seen

more than 40 people killed in Palestinian-on-Palestinian violence over the

past month.

Mr. Ban commended Egypt “for its continuing efforts to calm a volatile and

worrying situation,” a statement issued by his spokesperson Michele Montas

said. “He calls for all parties to abide by the terms of the ceasefire and

to move quickly back to the process of national dialogue in the pursuit of

national unity.”

In a monthly update on the Middle East last week, Under-Secretary-General

for Political Affairs Ibrahim Gambari told the Security Council that the

pendulum in the Occupied Palestinian Territory had swung between worsening

civil conflict and renewed efforts to forge national unity, with factional

tension reaching acute levels in mid-December and again in early January

resulting in the deaths of 43 people.

Deplorable incidents included the killing of three children as they were

being taken to school, a shootout between gunmen at the Rafah terminal as

Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh returned from a regional tour, and a siege on

the home of an official in Gaza, killing the official and several others,

he said.

He added that internal violence had been accompanied by heightened and

negative political rhetoric and threats, and the strengthening of factional

forces.

* * *

IN FIRST FOR UN PEACEKEEPING, ALL-FEMALE POLICE UNIT ARRIVES IN LIBERIA

For the first time in the history of United Nations peacekeeping, an

all-female Formed Police Unit (FPU) arrived today in Liberia to join the

world body’s operation as it works to strengthen the rule of law and

maintain peace in the West African country.

The new officers serving with the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) are “very

confident, they are trained, and I think they will perform well out here,”

said their commander, Seema Dhundiya.

She emphasized that the Unit, which consists of 103 women performing

operational tasks and 22 men doing logistics work, is well-prepared to meet

the challenges ahead. “Our contingent has been carved out from a

paramilitary force and as far as training is concerned, it is almost on the

same line of what army recruits get.”

Ms. Dhundiya pledged that the officers, who are armed with sophisticated

weapons, will carry out their work with utmost professionalism. “We are

definitely going to perform to the best of our abilities and raise the

expectations of our senior authorities and our own country.”

Describing the disembarkation of the female police, UN spokesman Ben Dotsei

Malor said they looked sharp and motivated despite having just arrived by

air. “Even though they have just come off this flight they look like they

are ready for action,” he said.

Mr. Malor emphasized that the Indian blue berets would help the Liberian

National Police (LNP) while supporting the work of the UN in the country.

“We hope that the presence of this all-female contingent will serve as an

incentive and an attraction to encourage young Liberian women to join the

Liberian National Police,” said UNMIL Police Commissioner Mohammed

Alhassan.

Ms. Dhundiya was optimistic that her officers could function as role

models. “I think the Liberian people are going to welcome us with open arms

and more of the local population will get inspired seeing these girls

properly dressed, well equipped and probably they will get motivated to

join the UN police officers, especially the girls.”

The Indian women “are the right people at the right time to come here now,”

said Mr. Malor. “They are professional, skilled, capable, and they will be

able to do the job just as well as their male counterparts are already

doing on the ground if not better in some instances.”

“The arrival today of the all-female FPU from India is an extra boost to

our policing efforts here in Liberia,” agreed Mr. Alhassan.

The new Unit joins 82 female UN police officers serving with UNMIL in

various capacities.

* * *

MORE UN BLUE HELMETS ARRIVE TO PROTECT HAITIANS FROM CRIMINAL GANGS

The first of 350 Nepalese soldiers, all of whom are expected to be deployed

by early March, began arriving in Haiti this week to participate in the

United Nations peacekeeping mission known as MINUSTAH.

The newly arrived soldiers will join peacekeepers already on the ground as

early as this week to help rid Cité Soleil, the infamous inner-city

neighbourhood in the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince, of criminal gangs

who have long been terrorizing citizens.

“I am determined to increase the pressure on the gangs who have been

holding the innocent people of Haiti hostage for so long,” said Force

Commander Major General Carlos Albert Dos Santos Cruz, who himself is also

new to his position, having started earlier this month.

MINUSTAH troops already maintain round-the-clock surveillance of the area,

and last week, they launched an operation to gain control of a house used

as a staging ground by gangs to commit crimes and shoot at blue helmets.

“Our aim is to provide a safe and secure environment where people can live

without fear,” said Major General Santos Cruz, who met with contingent

commanders on Sunday to begin strategizing several weekly operations to

alleviate the gang problem.

The Nepalese troops join 7,200 military personnel from 17 countries already

serving in Haiti. Of these, 80 per cent are contributed by nine Latin

American countries.

Yesterday, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and head of

MINUSTAH, Edmond Mulet, addressed the Security Council which met in closed

consultations to discuss the mandate of MINUSTAH, set to end on 15

February.

* * *

UN SUPPORTS LAUNCH OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF AFRICAN FOOTBALL TO BOOST DEVELOPMENT

Counting down to the 2010 soccer World Cup in South Africa, and boosting

the continent’s efforts to improve education and health through sport, the

African Union (AU), South Africa and Ethiopia have nominated 2007 as the

International Year of African Football, an initiative welcomed by the

United Nations as part of its global drive linking sport with development.

The launch, which took place on Monday at the AU summit in Ethiopia, was

also tied in to the 50th anniversary of the Confederation of African

Football (CAF). Director of the UN New York Office of Sport for Development

and Peace (UNOSDP), Djibril Diallo, represented the sports-related

activities of the agencies, funds and programmes of the UN at the historic

event.

“The year 2007 will see a rolling programme of activities in AU Member

States with a view to sharing the pride that a FIFA (Federation

Internationale de Football Association) global event will be held for the

first time on this continent,” the UNOSDP said in a press release.

“The initiatives are meant to create a new consciousness with regard to the

contribution of football, and sport in general, at the national level and

in local communities to support AU programmes especially in the areas of

education, health, development and peace.”

The day-long launch took place in the presence of Heads of State and

Government and leaders of 53 Member States of the AU, and also in

attendance were FIFA President Sepp Blatter, CAF President Isaa Hayatou,

along with several famous African footballers.

Mr. Diallo met with South Africa’s Minister of Sport to discuss ways that

UNOSDP can support the ministry’s efforts and those of the South African

Local Organizing Committee to help promote activities related to the FIFA

World Cup 2010. Initiatives will be launched in consultation with the AU

through the various country offices of the UN in the next three years.

UNOSDP, which is headed by the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General for

Sport for Development and Peace Adolf Ogi, is the key UN body representing

sport for development and peace on behalf of the UN system.

* * *

BAN KI-MOON TO CONTINUE CONSULTATIONS ON PLANS TO RESTRUCTURE UN DEPARTMENTS

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will hold further talks next week with Member

States about his plans to restructure the political and security

departments of the United Nations Secretariat to ensure they are as

effective as possible at delivering their mandated programmes and handling

any other challenges.

Mr. Ban wants to continue his consultations with countries, both

individually and in groups, before he makes any formal proposals to the

General Assembly, his spokesperson Michele Montas told journalists today.

She said the meetings would be the Secretary-General’s first priority when

he returns from his current international trip, and that he would decide

how to proceed with the restructuring based on the reaction he receives

from Member States.

Stressing that Mr. Ban intends to work through the established Assembly

procedures, Ms. Montas added that he has already spoken with the

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) of countries, many individual States and with

Assembly President Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa.

“The Secretary-General is concerned about the need to strengthen the

capacities of the Organization to cope with the increased scope of

activities in the area of peace and security, as well as to advance the

disarmament agenda,” she said.

Sheikha Haya’s spokesman Ashraf Kamal said the Assembly President has also

met representatives of blocs of countries and individual nations over the

past week to discuss the Secretary-General’s proposals.

At Mr. Ban’s request, Sheikha Haya has held talks with NAM, the Group of 77

developing countries and China, the European Union, the African Group and

CANZ, a grouping that comprises Canada, Australia and New Zealand. She has

also met the United States, Russia, China, Japan, Norway, Mexico and

Switzerland individually.

Mr. Kamal said that so far Member States have indicated that although they

welcomed the Secretary-General’s intentions to improve the management of

the UN and make it more effective, “there is a general view that the ideas

need further elaboration through a process of wide consultations with

Member States within a reasonable time frame.”

* * *

TRIAL OF FORMER LIBERIAN PRESIDENT CHARLES TAYLOR TO START IN JUNE – UN PROSECUTOR

The lead prosecutor for the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra

Leone today said the trial of Charles Taylor, the notorious former Liberian

President who has been indicted for war crimes and crimes against humanity,

will commence in early June.

The trial at The Hague on 4 June “represents the vindication of the

principle that no person, no matter what their position, is above the law,”

Prosecutor Stephen Rapp, who was appointed to the post last December, told

reporters at a briefing at UN Headquarters.

At the same time, he stressed the need for “a fair and just and equitable

process” for any person, no matter what their reputation, which is

“transparent to the people of the world and particularly to the people of

Sierra Leone.”

To ensure transparency, the BBC World Service Trust will send two Liberian

and two Sierra Leonean journalists to The Hague for the duration of the

trial so that they can report back to their home countries on the

proceedings.

Mr. Taylor was indicted in March 2003 by the Court on 11 counts pertaining

to his involvement in the decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone. He is

accused of breaching international humanitarian law, including such grave

offences as murder, rape, sexual slavery, acts of terror and conscription

of children into an armed force.

According to Mr. Rapp, Mr. Taylor’s trial will last approximately 12 to 18

months, which is considerably shorter than other UN-backed trials of people

indicted for war crimes. For example, the trial for Slobodan Milosevic

conducted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the Former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) spanned four years before his death obviated the need for

it to continue.

Mr. Rapp stated that his prosecution team will “present the most concise

case possible,” drawing on evidence from crime scenes as well as testimony

already presented in other tribunals.

He also acknowledged that there are several challenges, including the

logistics of having witnesses travel over 10,000 kilometres roundtrip to

testify at The Hague and ensuring their safety upon their return to their

home countries.

Also, unlike two other UN-backed war crimes tribunals – the ICTY and the

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) – which are funded by

mandatory dues paid by UN Member States, the Special Court for Sierra Leone

runs entirely on voluntary contributions.

Mr. Rapp said that he is confident that the Court will raise the $33

million it needs to operate this year and be “a model of international

justice serving not just the legal principles that are so important, but

also the people of the region.”

The Special Court was established on 16 January 2002 by an agreement

between the Government of Sierra Leone and the UN and is mandated to try

“those who bear greatest responsibility” for war crimes and crimes against

community committed in the country after 30 November 1996. Thus far, 11

people have been indicted by the Court.

* * *

KOSOVO: UN ENVOY BRIEFS COUNCIL OF EUROPE ON SERBIAN PROVINCE’S FINAL STATUS TALKS

The top United Nations envoy in Kosovo today briefed the Council of Europe

on latest developments in deciding the final status of the

Albanian-majority Serbian province that the world body has run since

Western forces drove out Yugoslav troops in 1999 amid ethnic fighting.

“Status will be a new beginning for Kosovo,” Secretary-General Ban

Ki-moon’s Special Representative Joachim Rücker told the Council’s

Committee of Ministers’ Deputies in Strasbourg, France, stressing the

importance of a timely resolution of the issue that will help greatly

enhance stability in the region.

Mr. Ban’s Special Envoy for Kosovo’s future status process Martti Ahtisaari

is to present his proposal for final status to the Serbian Government and

Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian- led provisional authorities on Friday, but no

details have been released.

Independence and autonomy are among options that have been mentioned for

the province, where Albanians outnumber Serbs and others by 9 to 1, but

Serbia rejects independence.

“Status continues to be the dominant issue for everyone concerned with

Kosovo and the region of the Western Balkans,” Mr. Rücker said today.

He also discussed with the Committee and with the Council’s Secretary

General Terry Davis security, minority returns, protection of cultural

heritage sites and the general state of human rights, including the

expected appointment of an Ombudsperson.

In early 1999, the province was the scene of atrocities and the forceful

displacement of hundreds of thousands of ethnic Albanians. After a

three-month intervention by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),

culminating in the arrival of troops, most of the Albanian population

returned to their homes within days.

But only some 15,600 returns of ethnic Serbs, Roma and other minorities

have been registered out of the estimated 250,000 who fled after the

withdrawal of Serbian forces in 1999.

* * *

UN ENVOY WELCOMES INCREASED AID BY RICH NATIONS TO WORLD’S POOREST COUNTRIES

The United Nations envoy for the world’s poorest countries has welcomed new

data showing that industrialized nations continue to increase their levels

of economic assistance to the most impoverished States.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the High Representative for the Least Developed

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing

States, issued a statement yesterday following the release of statistics

from the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

The figures indicate that the amount of official development assistance

(ODA) to nations classified as Least Developed Countries (LDCs) rose by 8.8

per cent to $25.6 billion in 2005, the most recent year for which there is

available data. That is the fifth consecutive annual increase, and aid to

LDCs has more than doubled since 2001, when the Brussels Programme of

Action for LDCs was adopted to try to boost the economic performance of

those nations.

“We welcome the continuing increase in aid, which is a key element in these

vulnerable countries’ efforts to dig themselves out of poverty,” Mr.

Chowdhury said.

But Mr. Chowdhury expressed concern that only seven of the world’s

wealthiest countries have met the target – set as part of the Brussels

Programme of Action – of spending 0.15 to 0.2 per cent of gross national

income on aid to LDCs.

* * *

UN AGENCY RELIEVED THAT THAILAND STOPS DEPORTATION OF LAO HMONG; SAYS ACTION IS ILLEGAL

The United Nations refugee agency today expressed relief that Thai

authorities have delayed the deportation of scores of Lao Hmong refugees to

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic after a group barricaded themselves in

the centre where they were being detained, and warned that any forcible

deportation would be a “major breach of international law.”

“We are relieved the deportation is on hold after some extremely worrying

moments today,” said the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

Geneva-based Asia bureau director, Janet Lim. “These refugees should not be

forcibly returned to Laos under any circumstances and we will continue to

work with third countries on their resettlement.”

“If this deportation had gone ahead, it would have been the first time

Thailand would have refouled [forcibly repatriated] refugees individually

recognised under UNHCR’s mandate and a major breach of international

humanitarian law.”

Authorities at north-east Thailand’s Nong Khai detention centre had earlier

on Tuesday attempted to move the 153 refugees, including a newborn baby,

onto buses in preparation for deportation. Many women and children boarded

the buses, however 54 male refugees barricaded themselves into the

immigration detention centre and resisted all attempts to move. UNHCR

understands a group of some two dozen children were with them.

The agency has made repeated offers to the Thai Government to help find

alternative solutions for the Lao Hmong group in detention and has been

working closely with third countries to find resettlement solutions.

Today’s attempted deportation comes just a few days after Thai authorities

deported 16 Lao Hmong to the Lao People’s Democratic Republic without

screening them to see if they needed international protection, a move which

sparked concern at UNHCR.

“We have serious concerns for the safety and security of those being

deported to Laos,” agency spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said at a press

briefing in Geneva on Tuesday. “UNHCR does not have access inside Laos to

people returned against their will.”

UNHCR is also gravely concerned about the fate of 26 Lao Hmong children –

separated from their parents – who were deported from Thailand to Laos in

December 2005. There has been no trace of them since, despite efforts by

the agency and the Thai Government to find out what has happened.

These moves by Thai authorities underline the tenuous situation of some

7,000 Lao Hmong who have been living in makeshift camps near Huay Nam Khao

village in Phetchabun province since about July 2005. UNHCR does not have

access to this mixed group but has consistently advocated with Thailand to

put in place a system that would ensure that any individuals among them who

have protection concerns are screened in line with international standards.

UNHCR is ready to help the Thai authorities in any appropriate way to

manage this situation.

In a separate development in Malaysia, UNHCR said on Tuesday it hopes

authorities will continue to uphold their humanitarian commitment to

refugees, after a group of Myanmar nationals were arrested despite holding

agency documents.

“We are concerned that over the weekend, as part of a general crackdown on

undocumented migrants, some 45 Myanmar nationals holding UNHCR documents

were arrested near the administrative capital of Putrajaya, and then

detained,” said Ms. Pagonis, adding such arrests seem to be part of a

trend. “We are now working with the authorities on their release.”

She also pointed to “a new development where persons carrying UNHCR cards

have also been arrested during these immigration raids.” In December, 90

UNHCR card holders were arrested, and so far this month an additional 70

have been arrested. “We hope this recent trend will quickly be reversed,”

she added.

There are some 46,000 persons of concern registered with UNHCR in Malaysia

including 15,000 from the Indonesian Province of Aceh, 12,000 Rohingyas

from the Northern Rakhine State of Myanmar, 16,000 other ethnic minorities

from Myanmar, such as the Chins and Myanmar Muslims and the remaining

numbers from various other countries.

* * *

UN FOOD AGENCY AND CREDIT SUISSE PARTNER UP TO FEED 19,000 SRI LANKAN SCHOOL CHILDREN

Credit Suisse, a global financial services group, will invest $1.5 million

in United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) projects that will assist

19,000 schoolchildren in Sri Lanka, the agency announced today in Geneva.

The “Credit Suisse Food for Education Programme,” carried out in

conjunction with WFP, will build 61 school feeding facilities providing

daily meals through 2008, and is centred on the belief that there is an

essential connection between hunger and learning.

“It is clear that nutrition generates the capacity to learn and the Food

for Education programme could not be a better project to support,” said

Paul Calello, Asia Pacific Chief Executive Officer for Credit Suisse, which

is now the largest corporate donor for WFP’s Asian development programmes.

The meals to be provided through the initiative will tackle short-term

hunger, improve child nutrition, improve attendance rates and enhance

student performance in school.

A recent WFP report entitled “World Hunger Series: Hunger and Learning”

points to the strong correlation between hunger and education. This

publication provides “overwhelming evidence for the extent to which hunger…

damages the child’s ability to learn,” said Kenneth J. Arrow, a 1972 Nobel

Laureate in Economics.

The Sri Lanka programme also endeavours to raise the percentage of educated

women in a bid to shrink child hunger in the long term. The more education

a woman receives can reduce the likelihood that her child will be

malnourished by up to 40 per cent, according to WFP.

Through sponsorship of this initiative, “Credit Suisse is changing lives

and helping children so they are better able to contribute to communities

and their country when they grow up,” said Tony Banbury, WFP’s Regional

Director for Asia, voicing the agency’s gratitude for the contribution.

* * *

WORLD TOURISM MARKS ANOTHER RECORD YEAR WITH 842 MILLION ARRIVALS, UN AGENCY REPORTS

World tourism registered yet another record last year with 842 million

arrivals, a higher than expected growth rate of 4.5 per cent in spite of

adverse factors such as the Israeli-Hizbollah war in Lebanon and the

terrorist threats to trans-Atlantic air travel from London, according to

latest United Nations figures.

World tourism registered yet another record last year with 842 million

arrivals, a higher than expected growth rate of 4.5 per cent in spite of

adverse factors such as the Israeli-Hizbollah war in Lebanon and the

terrorist threats to trans-Atlantic air travel from London, according to

latest United Nations figures.

“Despite downside risks facing global tourism twelve months ago, in

particular terrorism, health scares due to avian flu and rising oil prices,

2006 was another year of good growth above the long-term forecast rate of

4.1 per cent, backed up by one of the longest periods of sustained economic

expansion,” UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Secretary General

Francesco Frangialli said.

Three years ago, world tourism, which can play a key role in fighting

poverty and become a primary tool for sustainable development, began a

historically new phase of growth, as it broke the barrier of 800 million

international arrivals. It has grown more than 20 per cent since then.

The increase in international tourist arrivals is projected to be around 4

per cent for 2007, much in line with the forecast long-term annual growth

rate of 4.1 per cent through 2020, according to UNWTO’s World Tourism

Barometer. Growth is expected to be more solid as businesses, consumers,

governments and international institutions are now better able to

anticipate shocks and to respond more effectively to crises.

Africa outpaced all other regions with almost twice the rate of global

growth reaching 8.1 per cent in 2006 after an already strong 2005, led by

sub-Saharan Africa (up by 9.4 per cent) and North Africa (up 5.8 per cent).

Major destinations such as South Africa, Kenya and Morocco all continued to

post excellent results.

Asia and the Pacific (up 7.6 per cent) was able to maintain its

extraordinary growth level, both due to the recovery of Thailand and the

Maldives from the impact of the 2004 tsunami and “remarkable performances”

from emerging destinations. International tourist arrivals in South Asia

grew by 10 per cent boosted by India, the destination responsible for half

the arrivals to the sub-region.

Europe performed on target (up 4 per cent). Germany took advantage of the

Football World Cup 2006, while Italy had a strong comeback. Spain’s solid

results also contributed to the generally positive outcome.

In the Middle East, international tourist arrivals are estimated to have

risen by 4 per cent, after the bumper years of 2004 and 2005, in spite of

the overall geopolitical situation, the Israel-Lebanon crisis in

particular.

Although the 2 per cent growth in the Americas might seem disappointing,

regional results varied considerably. The rise in the United States was not

enough to compensate for weak development in Canada and Mexico. On the

other hand, results from Central (up 6.1 per cent) and South America (up

7.2 per cent) show how Latin America is on track to consolidate the

positive outcome of recent years. Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Paraguay and

Peru all grew at double-digit-rates.

As a whole, the global economy is expected to maintain last year’s growth

level. Oil prices have shown a tendency to remain less volatile and do not

pose the risk to economic stability they did a year ago, UNWTO said.

But some uncertainties remain. Increasing interest rates in some countries

and regions could diminish available income. A weaker US dollar might

affect foreign travel demand by Americans. On the other hand, a stronger

euro could stimulate European international travel.

* * *

YEMEN: UN AGENCY REPORTS RESUMED PEOPLE-SMUGGLING – AND DEATHS – FROM SOMALIA

After a gap of several weeks the frequently deadly smuggling of people

across the Gulf of Aden from Somalia to Yemen has resumed, with seven

people drowning after being forced to disembark offshore in deep water, the

United Nations refugee agency reported today.

The smugglers have apparently started taking new routes to Yemen as a

result of increased security patrols along the coast and an incident last

month in which coastguards tried to arrest smugglers, UN High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in

Geneva.

Over the weekend, staff in the UNHCR reception centre in Mayfa'a, south

Yemen, reported that a boat with 130 people aboard had arrived in the

region of Jebel-Reidah, about 100 kilometres southeast of Mayfa'a. The

bodies of the seven who drowned were buried by villagers while the

survivors were transferred to Mayfa'a where they are being assisted by

UNHCR and its partners.

At the end of last week, security and immigration authorities in Aden at

Yemen’s southern tip told UNHCR that 136 Somalis and 96 Ethiopians had been

picked up on Al-Azizyia Island in the Red Sea and transferred by

coastguards to the nearby town of Imran.

The new drop-off point near Aden is hundreds of miles away from Mayfa'a.

From Somalia, the journey to Aden takes three days, instead of the usual

48-hour voyage. All the latest Somali arrivals will be handed over to

UNHCR, the agency was told. The 96 Ethiopians have been taken to Mansoura

prison. UNHCR has asked for access to them to do an initial screening and

make sure that no persons in need of protection are among the group.

Somalis reaching Yemen get automatic refugee status because many are

fleeing violent conflict, though not all apply for it. Ethiopians are not

automatically considered refugees, but can have cases heard individually.

There are currently more than 88,000 registered refugees in Yemen, of whom

84,000 are Somalis. More than 25,800 people have been recorded arriving in

Yemen from Somalia this year. At least 330 people have died making the

dangerous journey, while more than 300 remain missing.

In the past few months UNHCR has reported cases of migrants being savagely

beaten to death and thrown overboard by club-wielding smugglers just for

requesting water.

* * *

UN REFUGEE AGENCY ISSUES NEW APPEAL FOR HELP FOR PALESTINIANS FLEEING PERSECUTION IN IRAQ

The United Nations refugee agency today issued yet another appeal to the

international community, including neighbouring and resettlement countries,

to help find a “humane solution” for Palestinians fleeing persecution

inside Iraq.

“Another 50 Palestinians have fled to the Iraq-Syrian border following a

traumatic week in Baghdad, bringing the total number stranded at the

frontier to about 700,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva.

The 50 made the hazardous journey to the border four days after 73

Palestinians travelled the same road following the temporary detentions of

30 Palestinian men by militia in the capital last Tuesday.

Over the past year UNHCR has voiced mounting alarm for the Palestinians,

who fled to Iraq following the creation of Israel in 1948. Some received

preferential treatment under ousted President Saddam Hussein, but they have

become targets for attack since his overthrow in 2003. Nearly 20,000 of

them have already fled Iraq but an estimated 15,000 still remain in the

country, mostly in Baghdad.

Syria continues to deny access to all Palestinians who are now stranded in

two makeshift camps. A group of 356 has been in the no-man's land between

the two countries since May, while the second group, which has now expanded

to some 340, is stuck in El Waleed on the Iraqi side of the border.

Yesterday UNHCR and non-governmental organization (NGO) partners provided

food, water, kerosene, hygienic items and medicine to El Waleed camp. The

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and local NGOs will be

bringing more tents and other relief items. A medical team visited the

group on Sunday, but was unable to help one Palestinian man who died Sunday

night from a severe asthma attack.

“Despite our efforts to help them, the Palestinians continue to live in

inhumane and insecure conditions,” Ms. Pagonis said. “We again urge the

international community, including neighbouring and resettlement countries,

to help find a humane solution for these refugees who are persecuted inside

Iraq and have nowhere to go.”

Just last week, the agency issued three appeals on behalf of the

Palestinians.

* * *

DARFUR: UN LAUNCHES SUPPLEMENTARY APPEAL TO PROTECT INTERNALLY DISPLACED

The United Nations refugee agency today launched a $19.7 million

supplementary appeal to fund protection and aid for up to 2 million

internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sudan’s Darfur region uprooted by

fighting between government troops and rebels as well as by regular attacks

by Arab militia on African tribes.

“Protection and security remain the most fundamental needs for IDPs and

refugees in Darfur,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said,

noting that there are also 20,000 refugees in Darfur who had fled fighting

in neighbouring Chad. “Key challenges are the ongoing displacement and the

occupation of villages.

“Particular attention to sexual and gender-based violence is still

required, considering its high incidence among the displaced population.

“Victims require both special medical and psychological care and support,”

it added.

There are also 230,000 Darfurian refugees who have fled into neighbouring

Chad. The more than three-year-old conflict between Government forces,

allied militia and rebels seeking greater autonomy has killed at least

200,000 people. Beyond the 20,000 Chadian refugees in Darfur there are over

100,000 Chadian IDPs uprooted by unrelenting inter-communal violence there.

Despite the signing of a peace agreement between the Sudanese Government

and one of the rebel groups in Darfur last May, the security situation

remains extremely volatile, UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news

briefing in Geneva.

“With constant fighting between government troops and rebels opposed to the

DPA [Darfur Peace Agreement], as well as regular attacks by Arab militia on

African tribes, there is no prospect of return for internally displaced

people in Darfur, nor for the more than 200,000 Sudanese refugees hosted in

eastern Chad,” she said.

She noted that aid workers had been the targets of organized attacks, with

12 of them killed in recent months, while assaults on humanitarian

compounds and possessions had seriously reduced access to the people the

most in need.

“Despite the extremely precarious security conditions in Darfur, UNHCR

remains committed to assisting the displaced and refugees in the region,”

Ms. Pagonis stressed.

In a separate development UNHCR reported today that 100,000 Sudanese

refugees had now returned home to southern Sudan where a peace agreement

two years ago ended a two-decade-long civil war between Government forces

and rebels. An estimated 340,000 refugees remain in Kenya, Uganda and

Ethiopia from that conflict, which also displaced some 4 million others

internally in Africa’s largest country.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

30 January 2007
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and the Spokesperson for the President of the General Assembly, Ashraf Kamal.

Briefing by the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon Briefing
Joining us today is the Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Stephen Rapp, who will brief you on the preparations for the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor.

**Secretary-General Travels
The Secretary-General arrived in Nairobi from Addis Ababa on Tuesday afternoon, and he and his wife immediately visited Kibera, one of the largest slums in Africa.  He walked along the railroad tracks to one of the slum villages, named Soweto East, and told the inhabitants that he felt “very much humbled” by what he saw today.

The Secretary-General said he would work towards improving living conditions, education, water and sanitation and housing, adding, “All these are challenges that we must overcome.”

He began the day in Addis Ababa, where he continued to have bilateral meetings with African leaders on the sidelines of the African Union Summit.  Following the meetings, he held a press conference.

The Secretary-General told reporters that his presence in Addis in the first month of his tenure is “a strong sign of the growing partnership between the United Nations and the African Union” and of the high priority he attaches to Africa.

On Darfur, the Secretary-General said that he was pleased that President Omar al-Bashir welcomed a joint AU-UN mission to Khartoum and Darfur in early February.  But he added that he urged President Bashir, and all parties, to cease hostilities, as an essential foundation for a successful peace process, and humanitarian access.

“No more time can be lost,” the Secretary-General said.  “The people of Darfur have waited much too long.  This is just unacceptable.”

We have put out the opening remarks delivered at that press conference, and we will have a full transcript available for you later this afternoon.

** Middle East Statement
A statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories.  The Secretary-General has noted today’s announcement of an agreed ceasefire in Gaza, and commends Egypt for its continuing efforts to calm a volatile and worrying situation.  He calls for all parties to abide by the terms of the ceasefire and to move quickly back to the process of national dialogue in the pursuit of national unity.

**Restructuring
The Secretary-General is concerned about the need to strengthen the capacities of the Organization to cope with the increased scope of activities in the peace and security area, as well as to advance the disarmament agenda.  In this connection he has been in touch with the President of the General Assembly.  The proposals outlined by him seek the realignment of some of the political and security departments.

Over the past week, the Secretary-General has been in touch with Member States individually and in groups in order to solicit their views and be guided by them.  The Secretary-General has come to the conclusion that this procedure needs to be pursued further before a formal issuance to the General Assembly can be undertaken.  On his return from his current visit to Africa, he plans to meet with Member States of the Assembly to further share his ideas and hear their views.

This is an ongoing consultation.  On the basis of the reaction he receives from Member States, he will consider how to take this matter forward.  The Secretary-General intends to fully respect and operate through the established legislative procedures of the Organization.

**Security Council
The Security Council met this morning to consider the situation between Ethiopia and Eritrea.  The Council ended up adopting a resolution, extending the mandate of the UN Mission there by six months, until the end of July 2007.

** Liberia
For the first time in the history of UN peacekeeping, an all-female Formed Police Unit has arrived in Liberia to assist the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in strengthening the rule of law and maintaining peace in the country.  The Indian contingent, led by Commandant Seema Dhundia, consists of 125 members -- 103 women performing operational tasks and 22 men doing logistics work.

** Guinea-Bissau
Yesterday evening we issued a statement on Guinea-Bissau, which I will now read into the record:

The Secretary-General is pleased that a mutually agreeable solution has been found to the disagreement between the Government of Guinea-Bissau and the former Prime Minister, Mr. Carlos Gomes Junior.  He welcomes this positive development and would like to express his gratitude to all who contributed to resolving the differences.

He calls on all the stakeholders in Guinea-Bissau to work together towards peace and stability in their country, as well as on poverty alleviation and development.

** Haiti
The first of an expected 350 additional UN peacekeepers began arriving in Port-au-Prince this week as part of a second contingent of soldiers from Nepal expected to be fully deployed in Haiti by early March.  The light infantry battalion will be used for operations in Port-au-Prince as part of the MINUSTAH plan to intensify efforts against criminal gangs operating in the capital city.

The Mission’s Force Commander, Major General Carlos Alberto Dos Santos Cruz, met with his contingent commanders based in the Haitian capital on Sunday to direct them to start planning several operations per week to target gang leaders and criminal activity in Port-au-Prince.

**UNHCR
On Sudan, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is launching a $20 million appeal to fund its work in 2007 for tens of thousands of internally displaced Sudanese, as well as Chadian refugees in Darfur.  UNHCR also reports that the number of South Sudanese refugees, who have returned home since the 2005 launch of voluntary repatriation programmes to South Sudan, has now surpassed 100,000.

Meanwhile, in Asia, UNHCR says it is extremely alarmed about reports that Thailand may deport 153 refugees from the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.  If the deportation proceeds, it will be the first time that Thailand has refouled UNHCR-recognized refugees, thus breaching international humanitarian law.  We have more information in UNHCR briefing notes upstairs.

**Climate Change
Mountain glaciers, an important source of water, are melting around the world, according to a new report from the World Glacier Monitoring Service.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has drawn attention to the report, saying that its findings confirm the science of human-induced climate change, confirmation that will be further underlined when the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change unveils its next report this Friday in Paris.

UNEP adds that the report’s findings should strengthen the resolve of Governments to act now to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and put in place strategies necessary to avert dangerous climate change.  We have a press release on that in my office.

I will take your questions now, then I will invite Ashraf Kamal, the Spokesperson for the President of the General Assembly to join us.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  First of all, we have today, those reports that enriched uranium have been used in south Lebanon, and is attacking the inhabitants there.  Did you receive anything from UNIFIL about that -- and especially with the danger it poses for the personnel there?

Spokesperson:  No, we don’t have anything on that.

Question:  Can you clarify whether the Secretary-General is pushing for a new Kyoto, for a new conference on climate change, as the FT said, or whether UNEP is trying to make him do that, as (inaudible) says?

Spokesperson:  Well, on climate change, you know it is a priority of the Secretary-General and, even on 11 January, he said in his press conference that we must do far better in the mission to halt climate change.  And he said then that it would be one of his priorities.  He raised the issue of climate change in several of his meetings with both President Bush and President Chirac.  The next event we have our eyes on is the release of the first part of that scientific assessment on climate change I talked about earlier.  And the Secretary-General encourages that effort.  He’ll be sending a video message to the gathering.  Is he going to support a summit -- we don’t know yet.  This is what we have.  Yes?

Question:  According to the Greek press, the Secretary-General is going to meet the Greek-Cypriot leader -- do we have an idea of when and where?  And also, is he planning to meet the Turkish-Cypriot leader, too?

[She later added that no such meetings were planned at this time.]

Spokesperson:  I don’t have that yet.  We don’t have that in his meetings today and I’ll check for you on when this is supposed to take place.

Question:  You read a statement about the situation in Gaza before and I know it’s difficult to change terminology, but we have a new Secretary-General now, so let me try it again.  A year and half after the last Israeli withdrew from Gaza, the UN system still refers to Gaza as an Occupied Palestinian Territory.  The only people who are not Palestinian in Gaza currently are UN people.  Do you mean that Gaza is occupied by the UN?

Spokesperson:  Definitely not.

Question:  So who is it occupied by?

Spokesperson:  Well…

Correspondent:  I think there are some Israeli soldiers on the border…

Question:  Not borders, who is Gaza occupied by?

Spokesperson:  Traditionally, this is the terminology we have used.  Yes?

Question:  But the situation on the ground changed since Israel withdrew from Gaza.

Spokesperson:  I will look into this.

Correspondent:  Thank you.

Question:  On climate change, I just wanted to ask, in his meetings with Bush and Chirac, did the Secretary-General bring up the idea of a conference?

Spokesperson:  No, he did not.  What he brought to the forefront were his concerns about climate change and about the dangers that it represented.  Not specifically about the conference.

Question:  Okay.  And has he brought up a conference with any other diplomats from other countries or US diplomats or British?

Spokesperson:  The question was also evoked during his meetings with European leaders in Brussels and it has been an ongoing question that he has been bringing forth in different meetings with different leaders, but not specifically on a summit.

Question:  If you have already done this, then I apologize, but can you put on the record here, what is the net worth of the Secretary-General?  There have been reports somewhere between a million two, two million five, based upon his filing, that’s been published.

Spokesperson:  But you have that on the website.

Question:  Right, but for broadcast purposes.

Spokesperson:  For broadcast purposes, I’ll get the exact numbers for you tomorrow.  I don’t have it with me right now.  I read it and I saw, like you did, all the details, but if you want to have it on the record, I can put it for you on the record.

Correspondent:  Okay.  I’ll get back to you then.

Question:  The official reason for the Addis Ababa summit was adaptation to climate change -- that’s what Africans called that meeting.  Now, did the topic come up in the Secretary-General’s discussion?

Spokesperson:  No, not specifically.  It’s a more general approach.

Question:  No, in Addis Ababa.

Spokesperson:  It was an African meeting in Addis.

Question:  Yes, the African meeting in Addis was called as a follow-up to what went on in Nairobi in November of 2006 -- that is adaptation to climate change.  The Africans are discussing this, there is an exhibit in Addis Ababa now on climate change.  Did the Secretary-General visit the exhibit?  Did he raise questions connected to climate change in Addis Ababa with Africans?

Spokesperson:  Well, the Secretary-General did talk about the question in Addis Ababa.  He is right now in Nairobi.  I don’t know whether he has visited the exhibit.  I think this is a minor detail which we can certainly enquire for you about.  However, I would say that the Secretary-General has very little time in Nairobi.  He is to meet with the staff -- which is one of the major objectives of his visit to Nairobi and I’m sure that this will take a great deal of his day.  He already had meetings scheduled and if you want you can see a readout of what his meetings were.

Question:  I want to know about Addis Ababa, not about Nairobi.

Spokesperson:  You know, I already answered your question.

Question:  The Roma and audits.  Yesterday we had a briefing in this room about Roma and Sinti issues and they said that they were asking the Secretary-General to consider or to make an Office of the Special Representative on Roma and Sinti issues.  They said that they handed in the thing, but I guess because of his travels that’s not the case.  Does he have a position -- has the Secretariat received the request and what’s your thinking on the request?

Spokesperson:  But you heard me yesterday.  I said that he welcomed the fact that it was an inclusive day and he mentioned the Roma and Sinti issue.

Question:  But they said that they want an office?

Spokesperson:  We don’t have an answer on that yet.  It was just proposed yesterday and it hasn’t reached the Secretary-General’s office yet.

Question:  There have been reports of the World Meteorological Association, on staff money being used to lobby for the current Secretary-General to bring about his election.  So I’m wondering in light of Ban Ki-moon’s announcement about audits, if all funds, programmes, specialized agencies, whether WMO will in fact be part of this inquiry at some…?  And at what stage?

Spokesperson:  Well, the WMO has come up with a statement on this and you’re welcome to see it upstairs.

Question:  I guess, given his announcement here, does he see these specialized agencies and allegations this specific as something he wants to act on in terms of the credibility and the trustworthiness of the UN system?

Spokesperson:  Okay, I’ll check on this, on the details for you.  But I know that for the World Meteorological Association, they have different auditors than we do here.  So, I’ll check for you further on how this is going to be done, but I know that there is already a process going on.

Question:  Does he have any control while you’re checking, over WMO, or is that totally separate -- just part of a vague UN system?  Well, he doesn’t have control of the IMF and that’s part of…

Spokesperson:  I’ll check for you the level of control that the Secretary-General has over some of the funds and agencies.

[The Spokesperson’s office later announced that the UN Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) does not have the audit mandate of WMO, nor does it have the possibility to investigate, unless the WMO requests it.  The external auditor for WMO is the National Accounting Office of the United Kingdom.  The Secretary-General does not have direct authority, but may act via his chair in the Chief Executives Board.]

Question:  One that he does have control over.  In this room, Mr. Ocampo, I think, this was back on 10 January, he was saying that he was trying to speed up the OIOS releasing its audit of DPADM and to (inaudible) Bertucci’s unit.  What’s the status of that audit?  And of getting OIOS to come to give us a briefing here?

Spokesperson:  Okay, the status of getting OIOS to give you a briefing, I think I gave some of you who wanted the information, I gave you the name of someone you could call for additional information.  I can pursue this with you about getting additional information.

Question:  I’m sorry, this is the last thing.

Spokesperson:  We had a briefing for you last week, remember?

Question:  Sure.  Specifically on OIOS, audits of the Secretariat -- Stéphane Dujarric back on 21 December said they would definitely be doing it early this year.  I’m not saying you’re bound by that, but they seemed to indicate at that time that they would do it.

Spokesperson:  Okay, we can pursue this with Mr. Ocampo.

Question:  Mr. Ocampo, when he was here, said that it’s about to be… that they’re not stopping it.  And OIOS told me (inaudible) a couple months ago that it’s going to be soon.  I’ve seen an audit of that programme from November, a draft on it, sorry, I mean how long does it make a draft final?

Spokesperson:  Okay, I’ll check on the process for you and how far we have gotten so far.

Question:  Also, on WMO, the problem there is that that the head of the WMO -– his election is being called into question now because supposedly, the allegation is that funds were distributed in order to get him elected.  Now, does the Secretary-General have the power to look into the WMO, I don’t remember if it’s called Secretary-General or Executive Director, office of organisation was in his changing of the higher staff of the UN -- if he has any power over this?

Spokesperson:  Well, it’s repeating the question that I was just asked earlier and you heard my answer.  Most of your questions should go to WMO -- you have already a statement by WMO and I think WMO should bring the answers to this.  And they are ready to.

Question:  Because UNDP, people I think don’t understand, they had a scandal.

Spokesperson:  It’s not the quite same process.  It’s a different agency and a different process.  I can have some details for you on what specific process goes on for WMO.

Question:  Has the Secretary-General specifically asked for a South Korean officer to be on his security detail?

Spokesperson:  No, he hasn’t.

Question:  The commander of UNIFIL in south Lebanon received copies of these gas balloons which we talked about yesterday.  Did they come up with a report about the content of these balloons -- whether they are poisonous or not?

Spokesperson:  You asked me the same question yesterday and I told you that we are going to ask UNIFIL.  We still don’t have an answer from UNIFIL.

Question:  Did any of the balloons fall in the area of the UNIFIL?

Spokesperson:  Well, I cannot answer that question.  I told you if I had that information I would communicate it directly to you as soon as I got it, which is not the case.

Question:  Do you have exact dates on when the Secretary-General is going to discuss with whom the realignment on peacekeeping and disarmament and so forth?

Spokesperson:  As I said the consultation process is going on, he has submitted…

Question:  The question seems to be about NAM and others.  So, I’m just wondering…

Spokesperson:  Well, he started the process before.  Before he actually sent a letter to the President of the Council, as you know, the consultation process started.  It started with NAM and different members of the General Assembly and I think you’re going to have more answers from the Spokesperson for the General Assembly.  One thing I can tell is that this is part of an ongoing process and nothing is set in stone.

Question:  But his letter this week and last week, his non-paper and his formal letter, which are one and the same, said that he wants approval by the GA as soon as possible.  So these two issues cannot be an ongoing process if he wants to get the (inaudible)…

Spokesperson:  Well, as soon as he comes back from Africa, there’s going to be, as I said, this is the first thing on his agenda -- on pursuing the process with the General Assembly.  We don’t have an exact date, whom he’s going to meet, when, if that’s what you want to know.  There are going to be consultations with different groups within the General Assembly and you’ll hear more a little later about how the process is going to go on.  As you know, the process is going to be led, from now on principally by the President of the General Assembly.

Question:  That’s not going to help me.

Spokesperson:  If you want specific dates when he’s meeting different people, but what I cannot do is give you every time the results.  As I said, the process, the Secretary-General is modifying his approach and he’s going to respect the legislative process.  The legislative process is going to decide.

Question:  But that’s not the way things work at the UN.  If you’re making a change, anytime you’re making a change, there’s opposition to it.  So, somebody has to fight for the change, and it’s not going to be the President of the General Assembly.  This one or any other… and so who from his offices -- is he going to do it himself or what?  Because this cannot be a process that the President of the General Assembly will lead.
Spokesperson:  Well, I’m sure that, on the Secretary-General’s side, they will be pushing that agenda.  And I can tell you when I have the name.

Question:  When do you expect an answer about that for the balloons?

Spokesperson:  Okay, the balloons, why don’t you contact UNIFIL directly?  We can give you the information and you can call UNIFIL directly.

Question:  I am talking to the United Nations Headquarters and you are in touch with them, so you should have a report on it.

Spokesperson:  Yes, but we don’t have an answer on the balloons except that they said that they had observed these balloons.  Now you want specifics on where the balloons landed.  I don’t have that specific information.

Question:  But somebody must come with a report about that.

Spokesperson:  Okay, we’ll try to get that for you.  We have been trying, you know, and I think the best thing for you is to get in touch directly with UNIFIL, because you have very specific questions that UNIFIL is ready to answer.  So, I think the best thing, since they are very specific questions, is that you deal with them directly.

Question:  It’s a matter for concern for the security of UNIFIL and for the inhabitants of south Lebanon after (inaudible) war.

Spokesperson:  Yes, I understand that, sir.  Okay, now I would like to invite the Spokesperson of the President of the General Assembly to join us here.

Briefing by Spokesperson for the President of the General Assembly
Good afternoon.  I am hoping that you have exhausted all the tough questions.

Upon the request of the Secretary-General, the President of General Assembly Sheikha Haya Al Khalifa met on Thursday and Monday with the Chairmen of the negotiating groups:   the Non-Aligned Movement; the Group of 77 and China; the European Union; CANZ (Canada, Australia, New Zealand); and the African Group.  She also met with the US, the Russian Federation, China, Japan, Norway, Mexico and Switzerland.  The President discussed with representatives the Secretary-General’s ideas on structural changes.  The President has conveyed to the Secretary-General the following:

The entire Membership stands ready to support the new Secretary-General in discharging his duties, and will continue to support him to the benefit of the Organization and all its Members.

Member States welcome the intentions of the SG to improve the management of the Organization, and to strengthen its ability to deliver its programmes effectively.

It is in this light that the Membership is considering the ideas of the SG as contained in his non-papers.

There is a general view that the ideas need further elaboration through a process of wide consultations with Member States within a reasonable time frame.  

Many delegations stressed the importance of the existing procedures of the General Assembly in considering such proposals through the competent intergovernmental and technical mechanisms of the General Assembly.

The above basically reflects the general mood in the house.

And there was a question, I believe about the University of Peace, I refer you to document A/Res/35/55.  It will give you everything about how that institution stands vis-à-vis the UN.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  With regard to this discussion process then, could you from your end, give a sense of what role the President is going to play in these discussions.  Is she going to be mediating, is she going to be drawing up papers?  I mean, Jan Eliasson was very active during the discussions before, so I was just wondering what kind of role she would play.  And do you have any sense of any kind of schedule or timetable for meetings, and what the procedure required is and who needs to discuss it?  The General Assembly?  The Fifth Committee?  ACABQ?  Any other bodies?  Thank you.

Spokesperson:  Okay.  No, I don’t have anything specific about a timetable or the meetings yet.  That will depend upon the return of the Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly.  They’ll get together and decide how to take it from there.  Two, yes, it has to be discussed through the Fifth Committee and the ACABQ; there is no other way.  Any structural changes like we discussed last week involve a rather lengthy process, because that is the purview of Member States, whether you like it or not.  The Secretary-General can propose all the initiatives that he wants, but it has to be a cooperative process between the Secretary-General and Member States.  I do not expect this President to be any less active than Mr. Eliasson.  She will take the lead on holding the meetings and arranging for consultations to be as fruitful as possible.  And let’s just wait and see.

Question:  Just to follow-up on that, if you take the example of the Human Rights Council, Jan Eliasson was extraordinarily prolific in pulling together proposals, trying to create some consensus around texts and so forth.  And he was drawing up texts on the basis of consultations.  Is the current process going to be to wait for the Secretary-General to make a proposal?  Or will, on the basis of the broad policy framework elaborated by the Secretary-General -- will the President of the General Assembly actually be drawing up texts following consultations… actually do the negotiating of this thing?  Will she be pursuing any of these reforms herself, as it were, in the same way that her predecessor made it his active job to see this succeed?  Is she going to take on that kind of a role?  Or is she going to be much more sort of in the background, quiet?

Spokesperson:  I’m not going to comment on her predecessor’s role, but usually the proposals come from the head of the Organization, who’s the Secretary-General.  And once they arrive to the General Assembly, it is the job of the President to consult with Member States to see how they’re going to approach this.  Now remember, we have several groups in this Organisation, several interests, several competing interests sometimes, but I can tell you that these proposals are unifying the whole of the UN.  Now, for all that’s worth, she is going to pursue it and she’s going to do her best to take a proactive approach in pushing these proposals.  But having said that, this has to command everybody’s consensus -- that’s the way things work at the UN.

Question:  Two questions.  I’m going to ask you the same thing I asked Michèle.  Who is pushing these proposals from the Secretary-General’s office?  And secondly, it’s not just this proposal.  I imagine he wants to continue what Secretary-General Annan started in having more control over how to move staff around -- which sort of died last year, despite efforts.  So I’m wondering if that’s going anywhere -- is that part of the mix of reform?  And also what’s the difference between NAM and the G-77?  If it the exact same membership?

Spokesperson:  No, its not.  The G-77 is about 132, 133 and NAM is 118.  NAM is the political arm of the developing world and the G-77 is the economic and social arm of the developing world.

Question:  But it’s the same thing on issues…

Spokesperson:  No, it’s not.  I assure you.

Question:  Some similarity.

Spokesperson:  I’m not going to comment on that.  For the other part, I’m not sure who’s going to be pushing things on behalf of the Secretary-General -- but what was the other part of the question?

Question:  Some of the things that sort of died on the vine last year?

Spokesperson:  It’s not about moving people around.  The Secretary-General has this competence -- he can move anybody around, it’s in the staff rules and regulations.  It’s about making the Organization more effective and that had to do with the way he thinks that Organization can become more effective.  Now, whether it’s going to be a hard sell, or a soft sell, or a cooperative venture between him and Member States, that’s what has to be seen.  But like I told you, basically the comments that Member States had were largely positive.  They just want to see in a bit more detail how this works out.  And it’s not going to happen overnight, so let’s not be over-anxious about this.  And we all remember what happened to the proposals of our former Secretary-General, Mr. Annan.  Look, it’s about control by Member States.  Everybody’s very jealous about their authority and it has to be a workable venture between the two parties, between the Organization represented by the Secretary-General and the authority and the sovereignty of the Member States.

Question:  …(inaudible) the Fifth Committee and the ACABQ, both of which are budgetary arms of the General Assembly.  In his letter yesterday to the President, Secretary-General Ban said that his split of DPKO will have no financial net difference.  So, why does the Fifth Committee and the ACABQ have an authority over a change that makes no financial difference?

Spokesperson:  Let me belabour the point a little, but so that we don’t go back to it.  You submit proposals, all right, and these proposals have to be very detailed, and if you say that they don’t have financial implications, you have to show me that.  So, if you say that splitting DPKO does not have financial implications, you show me that in the proposals.  The details of it have to be there in order for Member States to decide whether they have financial implications or not.  That decision can only be made by the Fifth Committee or the ACABQ -- the ACABQ looks at it and says, okay, that doesn’t have financial implications.  Does it change anything of the resolutions that were taken before they set up DPKO or set up any other part of the UN?  No, it does not.  Then…  But if it does, then it has to go through the ACABQ and the Fifth Committee -- there is no other way.

Question:  So you say show me the money.

Spokesperson:  You said that, I didn’t.

Question:  The details that some of the Members were concerned about or wanted to see more of -- was it the financial implications?

Spokesperson:  Its not just financial implications -- I think it’s also why.  If the whole idea is to split DPKO in order to make it more effective, I think Member States have a right to see how that can be brought about.  And this has to include lots and lots of details, and you know, the devil is in the detail.  You just have to wait and see a script whereby we’re saying, the Secretary-General is saying, this is how DPKO can become more effective once we split it.  And once Member States see that, and they’re persuaded, I’m sure they’re going to support it.  I mean nobody wants a less effective Organization.  That would be ridiculous.

Question:  Thank you for the citation on the University of Peace.  I just wanted to ask you if you can describe the role of the GA, or ECOSOC, if that’s the one, on overseeing the specialized agencies, like the World Meteorological Association.

Spokesperson:  This would take a very long time -- we can get into it later.

Question:  But there is a role?

Spokesperson:  There is a role for the GA and ECOSOC to look at specialized agencies from a legislative point of view, but I think most specialized agencies have their own external auditors and own boards.  Only when they seek help from the UN or the UN feels it can be helpful to them, can it step in.  Before you quote me, let me check on the legislative mandates about these two bodies.

Question:  To this point, I am especially interested in WMO because IPCC that is going to come up with the report…is under the WMO.  That means that if the whole system is shaken, it may be of somebody’s interest to shake IPCC.  This is not a question, this is a comment on what you really are after when you try to find out what has happened there.

Spokesperson:  Okay, I’ll check on that as well.

Question:  Does the Trusteeship Council still exist?

Spokesperson:  Yes.  Last time I checked, yeah, it does.

Question:  What is the Trusteeship?

Spokesperson:  It supervises -- are you testing me?  It supervises territories that are still not enjoying self-government.

Question:  Such as…

Spokesperson:  There are quite a few of them.  I will get you the whole list.  There’s a website where we can check that.

Question:  That’s a wonderful tie by the way.  Beyond that, I thought in the reform document that was agreed on in the Summit, that the Trusteeship Council was abolished and Palau was, I thought, the last one about 10 years ago.

Spokesperson:  That was not abolished.

Question:  No offence to the people of Palau.  I meant as a trustee.

Spokesperson:  It’s not just Palau.

Question:  There are no more left as far as I understand.

Spokesperson:  It depends.  I don’t want to talk about that.

Question:  Why is that in the reform document to abolish the Trusteeship Council?

Spokesperson:  Well, they haven’t abolished it yet.  It still exists.

Question:  But it was discussed.

Spokesperson:  Yeah.  It was discussed.
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