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Radio Cadena Cuba: UN Under Secretary General Arrives in Cuba 

Havana, July 3.- UN Under Secretary General Achim Steiner arrived in Cuba on Monday evening to participate in the 6th International Convention on the Environment and Development that began at Havana's Convention Center with the participation of nearly 700 national and foreign specialists from 30 countries. 

Steiner, who is also the Executive Director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), was welcomed at Havana's José Martí International airport by the First Vice-Minister of the Cuban Ministry of Science, Technology and the Environment, Fernando González. 

Steiner was elected by the UN General Assembly as UNEP Executive Director for a four-year term in March 2006. Prior to that, from 2001 to 2006, he headed the World Conservation Union, one of the world's most important and prestigious organizations in the field of nature conservation. 

He is the second UN Under Secretary General who visits Cuba in less than two weeks after Anna Tibaijuka, Director if UN-Habitat, visited the island a few days ago. 

After his arrival on Monday, Steiner met with Susan McDade, resident Coordinator and Representative on the island of the UN Development Program, and also with Havana City historian Eusebio Leal. 

On Tuesday, the UN high-ranking official is to meet with Cuban Foreign Minister Felipe Pérez Roque. (ACN).

________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre: China closes ozone depleting chemical plants as part of UN initiative
3 July 2007 – China, the world’s largest producer of chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and halon, has shut down five of its six remaining plants as part of international efforts to phase-out the two ozone depleting chemicals, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

The facilities were closed during a symbolic ceremony on Sunday organized by Chinese authorities in recognition of chemical companies’ efforts to stop manufacturing products that harm the ozone layer and as part of UNEP’s “Remembering Our Future” initiative. 

With Sunday’s action, the country is two and a half years ahead of the 2010 deadline imposed b the Montreal Protocol, which regulates levels of ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere. A weakened Ozone layer allows for dangerous ultraviolet radiation with harmful health effects, and UNEP estimates that without the Protocol, there could have been up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts. 

The shut down of the five facilities, in Chiangshou City, near Shanghai, will bring China’s production of CFCs to just about 550 metric tons, down from 55,000 metric tons at its peak in 1998, UNEP said. 

China became the largest producer of ozone depleting chemicals following the shut down of plants producing these chemicals in developed countries in 1996. The closure of the Chinese plants now puts India and South Korea as leading producers of the two ozone depleting chemicals in Asia Pacific, the agency said. 

“With more t 95 per cent of the ozone depleting substances being phased out, the Protocol is among the great success stories of recent years,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. “This success underlines how, with political will, creative financing mechanisms and the support for industry and NGOs, the international community can rise to the challenge of sustainable development.” 

Under the Montreal Protocol ozone depleting chemicals are being successfully phased out worldwide with assistance from the Montreal Protocol’s Multilateral Fund, which has financed activities in 140 developing countries, according to UNEP. Ozone chemicals like CFCs and halon have been phased out in developed countries by 1996 except for small essential uses. By 2010, production of ozone depleting substances will be banned in developing countries, including countries in Asia and the Pacific. 

________________________________________________________________________

 Cuban News Agency: Developed Countries Accused of Causing Climate Change


Havana, July 3 (acn) Cuban First Vice-Minister of Science, Technology and the Environment, Fernando González, said on Monday that the patterns of production and consumption of developed nations have caused the climate changes currently taking place in the planet.
 

The statement was made during the opening session of the 6th International Convention on the Environment and Development that began at Havana's Convention Center with the participation of more than 750 national and foreign specialists from 30 countries.

González warned that, in 2004, the so-called First World - with only 20% of the planet's population - generated 46% of the world's contaminating emissions.

"Today, there are more than two thousand million people living under the line of poverty and starving around the world. Still, they want to use food as energy resources to produce bio-fuels," the Cuban official denounced.

"Cuba, on the contrary, tries to implement a national environmental policy to promote economic and social sustainable development aiming at improving the quality of life of the people," he added.

"The Cuban achievements in sectors such as public health, culture, education and sports, are the result of this development strategy that has advanced in spite of the US's almost-50-year-old blockade against the island.

The 6th International Convention on the Environment and Development will run in Havana until next Friday.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Star Ledger:She pictures a changing environment 

Wednesday, July 04, 2007

BY ALLISON FREEMAN

Star-Ledger Staff 

A young New Jersey artist hopes to educate people about the importance of protecting the environment. 

So far Juliana Wu, 12, of Holmdel, has been successful. Her colorful drawing was selected as the first-prize winner for North America in the 16th International Children's Painting Competition on the Environment, organized annually by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), based in Kenya. 

Her colorful picture features angry penguins protesting global warming and holding posters showing what could happen in the future, such as a desert under water. There are also crying icebergs melting away and purple pollution filling the sky from large smokestacks in an urban environment. 

"It was awesome," Juliana said of her achievement in an interview last week. "I really really felt so lucky. 

"I was inspired to enter the competition because of global warming which has impacted our environment greatly and more recently, the ice caps," said Juliana, who will be in the seventh grade at William Satz Middle School in Holmdel in the fall. 

Claire May Tao, who just finished fourth grade at Mount Prospect Elementary School in Basking Ridge, won second place in the North America regional competition. Her painting also highlighted the threats posed by industrial pollution to Earth's polar regions. She received a certificate and a plaque. 

Juliana said she hopes her picture will inspire people. "Everybody needs to be careful about protecting our Earth for generations after us. I hope my drawing made a contribution to this cause." 

For her prize, Juliana received a 6-day trip in June to Tromso, Norway, for her and a parent; $1,000, a Nikon digital camera and a plaque. In Norway, Juliana was recognized for her work, which will be exhibited there and in several other countries across the globe. It will be exhibited at the United Nations at the end of August or early September, said Jim Sniffen, UNEP's information officer. To view all the first-place paintings, visit www.unep.org. 

In Tromso, Juliana met with other winners, learned about climate change, and visited museums and tourist attractions. She also sailed on a Viking ship and met with Norway Crown Prince Haakon. 

At this time of year, Norway has 24 hours of daylight. "It's kind of hard to tell when you have to go to sleep," she said. 

____________________________________________________________________________

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks Liberia: Uncontrolled Trash Greatest Public Health Threat in Monrovia - UN

3 July 2007
Monrovia

As mountains of garbage expand in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, the UN Environment Programme has called on the government and private sector to repair the country's broken system for collecting trash.

"Solid waste management is arguably the greatest public health threat in Monrovia," UNEP's Michael Cowing told IRIN. "There is virtually no waste management sector."

Virtually no waste management sector, along with a lack of proper toilets, means household trash, human feces, and hazardous medical waste is randomly disposed throughout the city, in some areas swelling to piles large enough to block roads. Children walk barefoot through trash heaps, picking through piles that can contain used syringes and bloodied bandages.

"There is a serious problem of hygiene in Monrovia as residents throw waste, including feces, in the streets," said Dehwehn Yeabah, director of environmental health in the Liberian health ministry. He said water accumulating at dumpsites is spilling into uncovered wells throughout the city.

Cowing, who has studied the environment and sanitation challenges in Liberia, recently met with hundreds of members of the public and private sectors, urging them to collaborate to tackle the problem of waste. "We suggest they start a national task force in part to map out a strategy for dealing with waste management in a sustainable fashion."

Since the end of its 13-year civil war 2003, Liberia has had no comprehensive system for dealing with trash, Cowing said. "There have been a lot of short-term activities but no one has developed a cohesive, long-term strategy."

High cost of no sanitation
Cowing called waste management a "life-saving sector," citing the high health care costs and lost wages that are the fallout of poor sanitation. "In low-income areas people tend to say they cannot afford to pay for waste management. I contend, you cannot afford not to pay for waste management."

As Liberia moves into the peak of the rainy season which usually lasts until October, health officials are particularly concerned that haphazard waste dumping and the construction of makeshift wells near ever-expanding dumpsites threaten to drive up waterborne illnesses.

Hun-Bu Tulay, head of the state-owned Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation, told IRIN that people are increasingly building makeshift latrines or building community wells near ever-expanding dumpsites. Tulay said the government would start shutting down wells found to be too close to waste sites. "This is in contravention of the public health law in Liberia to build wells near waste disposal zones."

Lawless
While some laws are on the books, there is currently no enforcement or monitoring, UNEP's Cowing said. "Environmental legislation and enforcement must be strengthened." In addition, he said, Liberia must launch a comprehensive and constant public information campaign - not a one-off event; make trash collection a payable service; and - with the international community - concentrate on building government capacity for dealing with environmental issues.

Ben Donnie, the head of Liberia's Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), agrees that the problem is one of infrastructure but also awareness. "Proper waste collection and disposal systems in overcrowded urban areas are lacking. And people are not fully educated on the danger of [uncontrolled] waste disposal."

An environment and natural resources expert with the UN mission in Liberia said the EPA needs greater support. "You need a lead agency for environmental issues - including governance," said Hiroko Mosko, environment and natural resources advisor with the UN mission in Liberia. "The [EPA], which should be taking the lead on environmental issues, is neither financially nor technically capacitated enough to do its job."

At least 20 percent of deaths of children under five in Liberia are caused by diarrhea

She added: "We're looking for donors and the government to place environmental protection in Liberia higher in their agenda."

Preventable illness killing children
UNICEF says at least 20 percent of deaths of children under five in Liberia are caused by diarrhea, which is in turn caused primarily by poor hygiene and lack of sanitation.

The UN humanitarian office in a 2006 report said cholera and diarrhea outbreaks in Liberia are due principally to poor hygiene practices and the indiscriminate human waste. The report says less than 25 percent of the population of Liberia has access to safe sanitation, with six of the country's 15 counties having less than 29 percent coverage.

===================================================================

Financial Times: Merkel defies business over climate goals

By Bertrand Benoit in Berlin 

Published: July 4 2007 03:00 | Last updated: July 4 2007 03:00

Angela Merkel yesterday said her government would draft an energy strategy by the end of August, brushing aside criticism from business about the potential damage Germany's ambitious climate goals could inflict on its economy.

After her third and last "national energy summit" with business, consumer and research representatives, the chancellor said: "If you take climate change seriously, you do not have any options, you must implement the reduction goals [for greenhouse gas emissions]."

ADVERTISEMENT

The failure of the summit's participants to agree on joint conclusions, though expected, underlined the strain Ms Merkel's climate ambitions had put on her government's relationship with business and energy producers, analysts said.

Claudia Kemfert, energy expert at the DIW economic institute in Berlin, said: "Instead of drafting an energy strategy together with business, the government will now have to work without, perhaps even against, business."

The chancellor put global warming at the top of the agenda for Germany's presidency of the European Union, which ended last week. She wants her country to make a sizeable contribution to the emissions goals the EU set itself at its spring summit in March.

Ms Merkel told journalists in Berlin that the government would stick to its goal of doubling energy productivity between 1990 and 2020, meaning that Germany's economy would have to generate the same output using half the amount of energy.

Yet the objective was "a very ambitious target that can only be achieved through considerable eff-orts", business representatives at the summit said.

Jürgen Thumann, chairman of the BDI industry federation, said yesterday: "We must be careful that the ambitious targets the EU has now set itself do not leave German industry footing the bill again."

Jürgen Hambrecht, chief executive of BASF, the chemical company, said: "I am for an integrated energy and climate policy that also supports competitiveness . . . in over 30 years in our company I have learnt that unrealistic injunctions lead to confusion and failure."

The EU has pledged to cut CO2 emissions by 20 per cent of their 1990 level, and by up to 30 per cent in the event of an international agreement on a successor to the Kyoto protocol, which runs out in 2012. In this case, Germany would aim to cut its emissions by 40 per cent.

The government's energy strategy, a draft of which will be ready by late August, will include a range of legislative incentives to speed up the deployment of renewable energy and promote energy savings measures for business and households.

The rift between the government and Germany's energy producers has also deepened because of Ms Merkel's refusal to reconsider a 2000 decision to phase out nuclear energy, a decision she had criticised as opposition leader at the time.

A study by independent experts commissioned for yesterday's summit showed that extending the life of Germany's nuclear power stations by 20 years would achieve lower electricity prices, a faster reduction in carbon emissions, and lower transition costs for business than the phase-out scenario.

____________________________________________________________________________

Stanforn News Service: Satellite images reveal link between urban growth and changing rainfall patterns

BY JESSE BOYETT ANDERSON

For the first time, scientists have used satellite images to demonstrate a

link between rapid city growth and rainfall patterns, as well as to assess

compliance with an international treaty to protect wetlands. The results

have been published in two studies co-authored by Karen Seto, assistant

professor of geological and environmental sciences and a fellow at the

Woods Institute for the Environment at Stanford University.

"The exciting thing is really for the first time, using a time series of

satellite images, we can monitor Earth in a way that we haven't been able

to," Seto said. "It's not just about urban growth or wetlands—it could be

about desertification or deforestation—but it's really just this issue of

human modification of the Earth."

In one study, published in the July online issue of the journal Global

Environmental Change, Seto and her colleagues showed that inclusion in an

international environmental agreement did not significantly improve the

health of a coastal mangrove habitat in a wetland preserve in Vietnam. In

the second study, published May 15 in the Journal of Climate, the

researchers found that rapid urban growth has caused drier winters in the

Pearl River Delta of China.

Both findings are based on an analysis of satellite images of Vietnam and

China, which NASA has been collecting through its Land Remote-Sensing

Satellite (Landsat) Program for more than 30 years.

Urban growth in China

The Journal of Climate study focused on the People's Republic of China,

where special economic zones have been established to attract foreign

investment and generate international trade. One zone, Shenzhen, was

created in 1980 in the Pearl River Delta just north of Hong Kong. Seto, a

Hong Kong native, witnessed the impact of this designation during

successive visits with relatives in mainland China.

In a previous paper, Seto and her colleagues analyzed satellite imagery and

found that urban areas in the Pearl River Delta increased more than 300

percent from 1988 to 1996. In the Journal of Climate study, the researchers

compared this rapid urban growth with monthly temperature and precipitation

data from 16 meteorological stations. Their analysis revealed a direct

correlation between the rapid growth of cities and a decrease in rainfall

during the winter dry seasons from 1988 to 1996.

"We found that as the cities get bigger, there is a negative impact on

precipitation patterns, such that in the winter season there is a reduction

in rainfall as an effect of urbanization," Seto explained. "Primarily it is

caused by the conversion of vegetated land to asphalt, roads and buildings.

As a result, the soils have significantly less ability to absorb water, so

in the winter months there is less moisture in the atmosphere and therefore

a reduction in precipitation. We don't see the same impact in summer

months, in part because the effect of the Asian monsoon masks the effect of

urbanization."

"When cities are still relatively small, we don't see this pattern

emerging," she added. "It happens when cities get very large. But that's

the part that I think is alarming, because we see large-scale city

development all over China and throughout the developing world."

Coastal changes in Vietnam

In the Global Environmental Change study, the researchers focused on

Vietnam, a signatory of the Convention on Wetlands of International

Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat, drafted in Ramsar, Iran, in

1971. The goal of the treaty was to protect wetlands by promoting

sustainable use of resources found there. To date, more than 150 countries,

including the United States, have signed the convention. The Florida

Everglades and portions of the Ganges River in India and the Red River

Delta in northern Vietnam are included on the convention's list of wetlands

of international importance.

The growth of aquaculture in recent years has threatened coastal mangrove

forest habitats in the Red River Delta. In response, the Vietnamese

government has established protected areas, such as the Xuan Thuy Natural

Wetland Reserve, which was designated a Ramsar site in 1988.

For the study, Seto and her colleagues concentrated on Xuan Thuy and a

nearby reserve that is not included in the Ramsar treaty. The researchers

analyzed a series of Landsat images taken between 1975 and 2002. Analysis

revealed that both reserves experienced increased fragmentation of mangrove

forest habitat with increased aquaculture. Contrary to expectations, the

scientists found that aquaculture developed at a faster rate at the Xuan

Thuy treaty site than at its non-Ramsar neighbor.

These findings mirrored statements by local residents in 2001, when Seto

and her co-workers interviewed one-third of the households living and

farming within the boundaries of both reserves. The researchers were told

that aquaculture had been ongoing in the region since the early 1980s.

These results showed that satellite technology is a cost-effective means of

assessing wetland health, Seto said, noting that the cost of acquiring the

satellite images and conducting the interviews in the field totaled less

than $5,000.

This technique could be used to verify compliance with other environmental

agreements, added Ron Mitchell, professor of public policy at the

University of Oregon and an expert on multi-national environmental

treaties. "Too often in the past policymakers have been at a loss as to how

to evaluate progress," he said. "Remote sensing could be used to evaluate

many international environmental agreements, particularly habitat-based

conventions, such as Ramsar or those dealing with deforestation,

desertification and carbon sequestration projects under a climate change

agreement."

Other co-authors of the Journal of Climate study are Robert Kaufmann of

Boston University, Annemarie Schneider of the University of

California-Santa Barbara, Zouting Liu of the Guangdong Meteorological

Bureau, Liming Zhou of the Georgia Institute of Technology and Weile Wang

of California State University-Monterey Bay. The study was supported by the

National Science Foundation (NSF).

The Global Environmental Change study was co-authored by Michail Fragkias

of the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental

Change and was supported by NASA, NSF and a National Geographic Research

Grant.

____________________________________________________________________________

ENS: Raging Floodwaters Cause Kansas Refinery Oil Spill 
KANSAS CITY, Kansas, July 3, 2007 (ENS) - Emergency management officials are trying to contain damage from an oil refinery spill in Coffeyville, Kansas that occurred over the weekend when raging floodwaters breached a levee Sunday as heavy rains swept the southeastern section of the state. 

At the Coffeyville Resources Refinery more than 42,000 gallons of crude oil spilled into the overflowing Verdigris River, where a smelly oil slick is now flowing south towards Oklahoma.

The 108,000 barrel-per-day refinery and associated nitrogen fertilizer plant remain shut down due to record flooding on the Verdigris River. Flood waters that broke the Coffeyville levee Sunday have yet to recede. 

Despite difficult conditions, company representatives entered the operations by boat for a preliminary assessment today, in addition to monitoring the plant by air. 

"While the sustained flooding limits our ability to make a full assessment of the facilities, Coffeyville Resources management can confirm that a refinery tank containing crude oil that overflowed during the flood’s early hours has been isolated and secured," the company said in a statement today. 

The company says officials are working closely with local, state and federal health and environmental authorities to monitor the situation and assist in the community. 

"We will conduct a full assessment as soon as the flood waters have receded and it is safe to enter the facility," they said. "The nitrogen fertilizer facility, located at a higher elevation, was less impacted but also remains closed at this time." 

The company could not say when operations would resume.

On Saturday, Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius declared a state of emergency for 16 counties including Coffey County. President George W. Bush issued a presidential disaster declaration for the area on Monday. 

As southeast Kansas continues to deal with the effects of major flooding, Governor Sebelius today signed an executive order lifting certain restrictions on motor vehicles carrying relief supplies to the area. She suspended fees for over-dimension/overweight permits, requirements for registration and purchasing of fuel permits, as well as requirements for licensing and operating authority. 

"The extent of the flooding is tremendous and getting homes, buildings and basic infrastructure repaired and rebuilt is going to be a massive undertaking," said Sebelius. "We want to eliminate any barriers that could slow the delivery of relief to the Kansans affected by the flooding so that the process of recovery can start as soon as possible."

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, Region 7 sent two coordinators to Coffeyville early Sunday morning to work with the local Emergency Operations Center. 

On Monday, more coordinators from EPA Regions 6 and 7 were dispatched to Coffeyville with an EPA Mobile Command Post to coordinate pollution assessments from the flooding. 

Flood watches remain in effect for areas of Oklahoma and Texas where major flooding now is occurring or is imminent. Fifteen rivers are forecast to reach major flood stage across Texas and Oklahoma, forcing thousands of people from their homes. 

On Monday morning, parts of the town of Erie, Kansas were flooded with up to four feet of water, as levees in the vicinity of Erie and Chanute, Kansas breeched in three places. About 100 people were evacuated to two shelters, and major roads in Chanute now are open. 

Most counties in Kansas are reporting that flood waters are beginning to recede and roads are starting to open. Local damage assessments are beginning as roads become accessible. 

All 77 Oklahoma counties remain under a state of emergency and the Department of Emergency Management, the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, and the National Guard are at work to deal with the crisis. 

The Oklahoma City metro area has had 20 consecutive days of rain. 

Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry visited the flooded areas today. Accompanied by state and local emergency management officials, he flew over Bartlesville, South Coffeyville and Coffeyville, Kansas to view the Coffeyville oil refinery spill now heading towards Oklahoma. 

"To see this devastation in person is truly heartbreaking," the governor said. "Thousands of Oklahomans have lost property and hundreds of homes have been damaged. Submerged roads and bridges are making travel in some communities virtually impossible."

The governor took an aerial tour of the Miami area in northeast Oklahoma before landing and visiting with victims and first responders. Miami now is planning for evacuations as the Neosho River continues to rise.

"In some communities such as Miami - where floods are continuing and waters have yet to crest - the focus is on evacuating residents and protecting property," Governor Henry said. "In other areas, such as Shawnee and Bartlesville, damage assessments are being conducted and I anticipate asking President Bush for assistance before the end of the week." 

The Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management continues to receive damage reports from counties, cities and towns impacted by storms and flooding.

In Washington County, Oklahoma some 3,000 residents have been displaced by flooding since Friday, some taking shelter with the American Red Cross Bartlesville, and in the Dewey County Red Cross Shelter. The Salvation Army is providing feeding services for shelters and responders. 

American Red Cross disaster relief workers from across the United States are joining their colleagues in Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas to help shelter displaced residents and provide emergency assistance, food, shelter, and cleaning supplies. 

As the weather permits, teams of relief workers will conduct disaster assessments and determine how the Red Cross can best help meet the needs of the thousands of flood victims. Those needing to contact loved ones are urged to use the Red Cross Safe and Well website. https://disastersafe.redcross.org/
Damage assessments are taking place today in Comanche County, and assessors began Monday to investigate damage in areas of Pottawatomie County hit hard by flooding last week. 

In Texas, more heavy rainfall is forecast for areas that already have been inundated with rain from central Texas south to the Rio Grande. 

Some places could see from three to five inches of rain, and river flooding may increase this week, forecasters warn. 

On Monday, torrential downpours pounded south Texas across portions of the Texas Coastal Plains and Coastal Bend areas and southwest near the lower Rio Grande Valley.

Numerous roads have been closed due to flooding in seven Missouri counties, where heavy rains have pounded the state since mid-June. Six homes in Bates County, Missouri were destroyed with two more homes flooded. Some evacuations and water rescues have taken place. 

In Polk County, Missouri an estimated 10 miles of roads have been damaged. Up to 10 feet of water was reported to cover roads in Bates County. Up to five feet of water was reported over roads in Vernon County, Missouri. 

The National Weather Service forecasts that the Osage River in Vernon and Bates Counties will crest on July 7, 2006, at a projected 54 feet, which is 24 feet above flood stage and three feet above record levels set in 1986. 

Near record flooding on South Grand River near Urich and Big Creek near Blairstown are predicted. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, is working with local, state and federal governments as it coordinates the federal response. FEMA has provided three trailers of drinking water to Kansas as requested by the state and has begun to conduct damage assessments. 

"FEMA has been in constant contact with our partners at every level of government and with volunteer organizations such as the American Red Cross as we work together to respond to these floods," said FEMA Administrator David Paulison. "While state and local first responders will always play a primary role during such disasters, FEMA and our federal partners are moving quickly to support their activities and deliver aid to those in need." 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is performing levee assessments, has supplied two pumps and provided 26,000 sandbags in Kansas. 

The Tulsa District of the Corps of Engineers manages the flood pools at eight lakes in Kansas, 23 in Oklahoma, and two in Texas. These lakes continue to rise as widespread rainfall continues across Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas, and the Corps warns that as the lakes fill their flood control pools, rivers will rise still further when the Corps releases impounded water to protect dam structures. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Guardian Unlimited :Public 'still sceptical on climate change'

Press Association
Tuesday July 3, 2007

The UK public remains sceptical about how much impact climate change will have on the country and believes the problem is being overstated by politicians and scientists, according to a poll out today.

Research by Ipsos Mori shows that while most Britons recognise the problem of climate change and that humans have played a role in causing it, many are not convinced that the issue is as bad as the scientists and politicians claim.

There is also scepticism about "greenspin" and a feeling that the situation is being overstated in order to raise revenue rather than save the planet.

Despite efforts by the government to encourage people to take action to make their own lives greener, the researchers found many were ignoring the messages, and listed other issues as of greater immediate concern.

Although 45% of those questioned said climate change was the greatest threat to mankind, terrorism, crime, graffiti and even dog mess were all higher on the list of local concerns.

Ipsos Mori interviewed 2,031 adults in their homes between June 14 and 20, and found that 56% believe scientists themselves are still questioning climate change and believe there is a live debate going on, when in fact there is virtual scientific consensus.

Phil Downing, head of environmental research at Ipsos Mori, said: "Our research shows there is still a lot to do to win the public over on climate change and encourage low-carbon lifestyles.

"We are alive to climate change and very few people actually reject out of hand the idea the climate is changing or that humans have had at least some part to play in this.

"However, a significant number have many doubts about exactly how serious it really is and believe it has been over-hyped."

Mr Downing said the majority of the population were "fairweather environmentalists", who were unwilling to give up luxuries like flying, driving and owning a plasma TV.

"The government needs to find new ways to sell low-carbon lifestyles to the public and that any changes they make will be matched by others as part of a collective solution," he said.

Sir David Read, vice president of the Royal Society, said: "It is crucial to emphasise that the vast majority of climate scientists believe that humans are having an unprecedented effect on our climate.

"People should not be misled by those that exploit the complexity of the issue, seeking to distort the science and deny the seriousness of the potential consequences of climate change.

"The science very clearly points towards the need for us all-nations, businesses and individuals to do as much as possible, as soon as possible to avoid the worst consequences of a changing climate."

____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent:UK's gadget-mania blamed for surge in emissions 

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor 

Published: 04 July 2007 

The surging boom in new technology for home entertainment, from CD players and DAB radios to flat-screen televisions, is taking up huge amounts of energy and undermining the fight against climate change, a report claims today. 

The consumer electronics sector is now only three years away from becoming the biggest single user of domestic electricity in Britain, according to the report - and in 2010 it will overtake lighting, and "white goods" such as fridges and freezers, in home energy use.

By 2020, entertainment and computer technology in the home will account for an extraordinary 45 per cent of all electricity used in UK households, according to the study from the Energy Saving Trust (EST).

This is equivalent to the output from 14 power stations, the report says, and undermines the battle to reduce C02 emissions - as well as costing the owners of the gadgetry £5bn a year.

The report, The Ampere Strikes Back, explains why computers and consumer electronics are becoming such a drain on energy supplies. "New, more sophisticated and 'higher spec' versions of electronic gadgets tend to consume more electricity than the products they replace, unlike fridges and washing machines that are usually more efficient as they develop and evolve," the study says.

Furthermore, it is much too easy, according to the report, to leave electrical products switched on 24 hours a day, seven days a week, with standby functions tending to be used more frequently than the "off" button. "Indeed, some products no longer have a manual 'off' switch, making it impossible for consumers to switch off the gadget, except at a wall socket," it says.

The report points out that new electronic products are also used in ways "undreamt of" just a few years ago. For example, digital television (which can itself be two products: a set-top box and a television set) may be used to listen to digital radio stations. "What used to be a low-energy exercise of listening to the radio is now a highly energy-intensive one," the report says.

A typical modern household contains an array of gadgets ranging from television sets, to mobile phones, to computers and MP3 players. The increase in single-person households is also said to be "taking its toll".

Young, cash-rich professionals who are quick to buy emerging new technology will see entertainment, computer and information technology taking up a growing proportion of their electricity bill.

"UK consumers will be surprised to hear just what their home entertainment equipment gets up to," said Philip Sellwood, the EST chief executive. "The Ampere Strikes Back... shows just how easy it is to lose track of what is sucking up energy in our homes and costing us and the environment dear." 

____________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: Companies Giving Green an Office 

Michael Houghton for The New York Times

Frank O’Brien-Bernini of Owens Corning, with a product to help reduce gas emissions from drafty attics. 

By CLAUDIA H. DEUTSCH
Published: July 3, 2007

The corporate roster of “chiefs” used to be pretty short: chief executive, chief financial officer and, maybe, chief operating officer. Then came the chief marketing and technology officers.

John F. Martin/General Motors

Elizabeth Lowery of G.M. says in making environmental claims, the automaker’s reputation is on the line 

Now, the so-called C-Level Suite is swelling again — this time, with chief sustainability officers. These are not simply environmental watchdogs, there to keep operations safe and regulators at bay. The new environmental chiefs are helping companies profit from the push to go green. 

“Environmental vice presidents usually spend company money, but this new breed is helping companies make money,” said Eileen Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change. The upshot, said Geoffrey Heal, a business professor at the Columbia Business School, is that “what started out as a compliance job has evolved into one that guards the value of the brand.”

The titles vary, mixing and matching “chief” and “vice president,” “sustainability” and “environmental,” making it impossible to track how many people fill the role. But whatever they are called, the new environmental chiefs — many of them named in the last two years — wield extraordinary power. 

They are exploring partnerships with vendors and customers to create green products — and they have the power to close the deal. They are also getting a vote — often, the deciding vote — on product research and advertising campaigns. 

Since he became Dow Chemical’s first chief sustainability officer in March, David E. Kepler has been talking to Dow’s technology, manufacturing and finance people about alternative fuels and green products. “We usually agree,” Mr. Kepler said. “But if a critical environmental issue is in dispute, I’ll prevail.” 

Linda J. Fisher, the chief sustainability officer at DuPont, scuttled the purchase of a company that was not in a “sustainable” business. “We’re building sustainability into the acquisition criteria,” she said. 

And when two business chiefs at General Electric blanched at the cost of developing green products, Jeffrey R. Immelt, G.E.’s chairman, gave Lorraine Bolsinger, vice president of G.E.’s Ecomagination business, the research money. “I have an open door to get projects funded,” she said. 

The evolution was probably inevitable. Corporations are facing demands from all quarters to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, and to buy and produce green products. So, many chief executives are urging their managers to “figure out what products they should sell in a warming world,” said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute. 

Still, few corporate chiefs want to micromanage the changes. That means they are appointing environmental surrogates to do it for them. 

“You need a lot of huskies pulling the sled, but you’ve got to have a lead dog,” said Andrew N. Liveris, chairman and chief executive of Dow Chemical. “I can’t be everywhere, so I confer my clout on Dave.”

The environmental chiefs hail from widely disparate backgrounds. Owens Corning plucked its chief from research, while Home Depot dipped into its merchandising ranks. Ms. Fisher of DuPont once worked for the Environmental Protection Agency, while Francis Sullivan, deputy head of group sustainable development for the HSBC Group, came from the World Wildlife Fund. 

“I was already advising HSBC about the environmental impact of their activities, so now I’m making sure that their brand stands for sustainability,” Mr. Sullivan said. Two people share that job at G.E. Ms. Bolsinger is responsible for green products; Stephen Ramsey, the vice president for corporate environmental programs, oversees compliance and external relations. Both are corporate officers. “Jeff will tell the staff to do something,” Ms. Bolsinger said. “We tell them how.”

Other companies have rolled two jobs into one. Ernest Wooden Jr., executive vice president for brands for the Hilton Hotels Corporation, is overseeing Hilton’s efforts to reduce the carbon footprint of its nearly 3,000 hotels. He already sets the standards for everything from architecture to shampoo, so purchasing agents and suppliers are accustomed to heeding his recommendations. 

“Our C.E.O. decided I was the most powerful hammer to get things done,” Mr. Wooden said. 

The “powerful hammer” thought certainly motivated Home Depot and Owens Corning. Since October, when he became Home Depot’s vice president for environmental innovation, Ron Jarvis has led efforts to sell green products, run green stores and educate customers about sustainability. He is also responsible for buying and selling lumber products.

“The other merchandising people know I’m from their world, and understand what will or won’t work,” Mr. Jarvis said. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Antara News: Legislator receive 1.5 km-long banner rejecting nuclear power plant


Semarang, Central Java (ANTARA News) - The Central Java legislative body (DPRD) on Tuesday received a 1.5 km-long banner containing thousands of signatures rejecting the government`s plan to set up a nuclear power plant in the Muria peninsula, Jepara district. 

Academicians of the Semarang-based Soegijapranata Catholic University (Unika) handed over the banner after holding a meeting with the legislative body.

Nuclear energy was not a solution to the electrical power crisis as the country still had a lot of alternative energy sources such as water and biofuel to generate electricity, Hermawan Pancasiwi, assistant to the dean of the university`s school of law, said. 

"A nuclear power plant poses great risks to human beings` safety. The Chernobyl radiation leakage and accidents in other nuclear power plants prove that nuclear energy is not the proper answer to our need for greater power supply," he said.

Nuclear radiation leakages could occur in industrialized nations, the more so in developing nations which in general were not properly prepared for nuclear power plants. "Have the Indonesian human resources been prepared for a nuclear power plant with all its consequences?" he asked. 

Meanwhile, Rukma Setia Budi, chief of the legislative body`s commission D, said the legislature also did not agree with the plan to build a nuclear power plant in the peninsula.

He said the government should review its plan which had come under fire from the general public. 

Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar said last month the government`s plan to set up a nuclear power plant in the peninsula was not yet final.

Speaking to the press after delivering a keynote speech at a seminar to mark the 50th anniversary of Diponegoro University (Undip), the minister said the government appreciated the people`s objections to its plan to build a nuclear power plant in the area.

He said his office was keeping a close watch on what was being done to implement the plan, including the tackling of the project`s environmental aspects which normally had to be done by an analysis and assessment of the project`s possible impact on the local environment. 

As long as the proposed nuclear power plant had not yet been built, the plan should be considered as just a "discourse" so that there was no need for people to make a fuss about it too often, Rachmat said. 

He said his ministry was not in a position to decide whether the plan would be continued or not but it would keep abreast of the process, among others, by requiring the project to be covered by an environmental impact analysis (Amdal). (*)

____________________________________________________________________________

France24 : Ce rapport sur la pollution qui dérange Pékin

mardi, 3 juillet 2007 

La Chine a obligé la Banque mondiale (BM) à censurer une partie d'un rapport sur les conséquences dramatiques de la pollution sur la population chinoise.

PEKIN, 3 juil 2007 (AFP) - La Chine a obligé la Banque mondiale (BM) à censurer une partie d'un rapport sur le prix payé par la population en raison de la pollution, qui indiquait notamment que 750.000 personnes meurent prématurément dans le géant asiatique, a indiqué mardi le Financial Times.
   
Pékin a réussi à obtenir qu'un tiers du rapport, intitulé "Le coût de la pollution en Chine: estimations économiques des préjudices physiques", soit retiré, son contenu pouvant provoquer de l'agitation sociale, selon le quotidien britannique.
   
"On a dit à la Banque mondiale qu'elle ne pouvait pas oublier ce genre d'information. C'était trop sensible et pouvait provoquer des émeutes", selon une personne ayant participé à l'étude, citée par le Financial Times.
   
L'Agence nationale chinoise de protection de l'environnement (SEPA) et le ministère de la Santé ont réclamé en particulier que des chiffres sur les coûts humains de la pollution ne soient pas mis dans le rapport, fruit de travaux de chercheurs chinois, étrangers et de membres de la BM et actuellement en l'état d'avant-projet.
   
Selon le quotidien, les autorités chinoises ont également réussi à ce qu'il ne soit pas fait état d'une carte détaillée montrant quelles étaient les régions les plus touchées par la mortalité due à la pollution.
   
Dans un communiqué publié mardi, la BM a confirmé, sans entrer dans les détails, que "certaines estimations sur l'impact physique aussi bien que des calculs sur le coût économique ont été retirés de l'avant-projet en raison de certaines incertitudes sur les méthodes de calcul et leur application".
   
"Conformément à l'approche adoptée par la Banque mondiale à l'égard de ce genre de projet de recherches conjointes, les conclusions de ce rapport sont actuellement en discussions avec le gouvernement", a ajouté le communiqué.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Pollution Kills 460,000 Chinese a Year - World Bank 

CHINA: July 4, 2007

BEIJING - About 460,000 Chinese die prematurely each year from breathing polluted air and drinking dirty water, according to a World Bank study. 

The Financial Times reported on Tuesday that the Chinese government, the bank's partner in the research project, had asked the lender not to publish the estimates for fear they could trigger social unrest. 
The conference version of the study, available at the bank's Web site, says some estimates of the physical and economic cost of pollution have been omitted because of uncertainties about calculation methods and their application. 

However, the report goes on to estimate the health costs from premature deaths associated with outdoor air pollution at 394 billion yuan (US$51.8 billion). With each life valued at 1 million yuan, that works out at a death toll of 394,000. 

The study puts the cost of deaths from diarrhoea and cancer caused by drinking polluted water at 66 billion yuan, pointing to 66,000 premature deaths a year. 

China-watchers said it was standard practice in research projects conducted with the government for both sides to have a veto over the conclusions. 

The World Bank said the final report would be out soon. 

"Consistent with the World Bank's approach to this type of joint research project, the findings of the report are being discussed with the government. The conference version of the report did not include some of the issues that are still under discussion," the bank's Beijing office said in a statement. 

An economist in Beijing said the study's estimate of premature deaths from airborne pollution, although shocking, was broadly in line with earlier published World Bank research and with recent findings by Chinese academics. 

The World Bank is also concerned by indoor air pollution, principally breathing in fumes from coal-burning stoves and cooking oil. Its experts estimate that as many as 300,000 Chinese a year die prematurely in this way. 

China, home to some of the world's 20 most polluted cities, is redoubling its efforts to clean up the environment. 

The authorities are closing down dirty industrial plants, raising car fuel-efficiency standards and tweaking taxes to discourage energy-intensive production. China on Sunday also introduced higher drinking water standards. 

The conference edition "Cost of Pollution in China" is at: http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/EASTASIAPACIF ICEXT/EXTEAPREGTOPENVIRONMENT/0,,contentMDK:21252897~pagePK:340 0 4173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:502886,00.html (US$1=7.604 Yuan) 

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Ancient Arctic Ponds Drying Up as Climate Warms 
US: July 4, 2007

CHICAGO - Ancient ponds in the Arctic are drying up during the polar summer as warmer temperatures evaporate shallow bodies of water, Canadian researchers said on Monday. 

They said the evaporation of these ponds -- some of which have been around for thousands of years -- illustrates the rapid effects of global warming, threatening bird habitats and breeding grounds and reducing drinking water for animals. 
For the past 24 years, researchers at the University of Alberta in Edmonton and Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario, have been tracking ponds at Cape Herschel, located on the east coast of Ellesmere Island in Nunavut, formerly the Northwest Territories of Canada. 

Last year, when they went back to check, some of these 6,000-year-old ponds had vanished. 

"We were surprised. We arrived in early to mid-July and the ponds we had been monitoring were dry. Some of them had dried up completely. Some were just about to lose the last remaining centimeters of water," said Marianne Douglas, director of the Canadian Circumpolar Institute at the University of Alberta. 

"It's really interesting to see how quickly it is happening. We could see this trend had started a while ago but at no time did we expect it to accelerate," said Douglas, whose work appears in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Douglas said a study of the fossilized sediments in these pools of water -- which are less than 6.6 feet (2 metres) deep -- showed climate changes beginning as long as 150 years ago. 

The researchers had thought these ponds were permanent. But change has come rapidly. 

"It is a bit of a tipping point. We don't know how far this warming or drying will go," she said in a telephone interview. 

Douglas, John Smol of Queen's University and colleagues took water samples to measure the concentration of minerals and sediments in the water. They compared it to data from the 1980s and found a significant change. 

Evaporation had made the sediments much more concentrated. 

They also discovered that ponds that formerly remained frozen until mid-July were free of ice as early as late May. 

"No small wonder that we are seeing evaporation occurring," she said. "An extra month is tremendously long up there where the growing season is so short." 

The changes will have significant impact on the birds and animals that rely on these sources of fresh water to survive and breed. 

"The ecological ramifications of these changes ... will cascade throughout the Arctic ecosystem. ... Lower water levels will have many indirect environmental effects, such as further concentration of pollutants," they wrote. 


Story by Julie Steenhuysen

____________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press: Global warming blamed for vanishing lake 
By EDUARDO GALLARDO, Associated Press Writer Tue Jul 3, 9:34 PM ET 

SANTIAGO, Chile - Scientists on Tuesday blamed global warming for the disappearance of a glacial lake in remote southern Chile that faded away in just two months, leaving just a crater behind. The disappearance of the lake in Bernardo O'Higgins National Park was discovered in late May by park rangers, who were stunned to find a 130-foot deep crater where a large lake had been.

After flying over the lake Monday scientists said they were able to draw preliminary conclusions that point to climate change as the leading culprit for the lake's disappearance.

They suggested the melting of nearby glaciers raised the lake's level to the point where the increased water pressure caused part of a glacier acting as a dam to give way. Water in the lake flowed out of the breach, into a nearby fiord and then to the sea, said Andres Rivera, a glaciologist with Chile's Center of Scientific Studies.

Rivera, accompanied by an expert from the Chilean Antarctic Institute, flew over the site in a navy airplane, taking hundreds of photographs.

"On one side of the Bernardo glacier one can see a large hole or gap, and we believe that's where the water flowed through," Rivera said in a navy communique. "This confirms that glaciers in the region are retreating and getting thinner."

He said that the bottom of the vanished lake again has some water, likely from the melting ice.

Similar phenomenon have occurred before in the southern Magallanes region.

As glaciers retreat lakes form behind natural dams of ice or moraine, earth and stones pushed up by a glacier. Those relatively weak dams can be breached suddenly, causing the lake to drain.

The advance and retreat of glaciers is part of the normal dynamics of the Patagonia but climate change was distorting the process, Rivera said.

"This would not be happening if the temperature had not increased," Rivera said.

The navy communique said the missing lake was the smaller of a two-lake system. The larger one remains but at a lower level.

________________________________________________________________________

Al Jazeera: 'Lost' Chilean lake is refilling

Scientists said that a lake in southern Chile that mysteriously disappeared last month developed a crack which allowed the water to drain away.

A buildup of water opened a crack in an ice wall along one side of the lake according to experts speaking to Chilean state television on Tuesday.

Water then flowed through the crack into a nearby fjord and from there into the sea, leaving behind a dry lake-bed littered with icebergs.

"It looks like it's slowly filling up with water again," said Andres Rivera, a glacier expert who headed a team which allowed the water to drain away.

A buildup of water opened a crack in an ice wall along one side of the lake according to experts speaking to Chilean state television on Tuesday.

Water then flowed through the crack into a nearby fjord and from there into the sea, leaving behind a dry lake-bed littered with icebergs.

"It looks like it's slowly filling up with water again," said Andres Rivera, a glacier expert who headed a team which recently flew over the lake in a bid to resolve the mystery.

The lake is situated in the Magallanes region in Patagonia and is fed by melt-water from glaciers.

Earlier this year it had a surface area of about the size of 10 football pitches.

Scientists noticed it had disappeared during a routine patrol of the area in May.

Rivera said the incident was evidence of the effects of global warming.

____________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press service: Global Compact Expands, Impact Still Hazy

By Nergui Manalsuren

UNITED NATIONS, Jul 3 (IPS) - The upcoming Global Compact Leaders Summit this Thursday and Friday in Geneva seems to be getting more attention from various stakeholders in the global community than ever before.

But is it because the initiative has proved to be worthwhile, or simply because of the growing number of corporations that have signed on? 

When the Global Compact launched in 2000 at U.N. headquarters, it had 47 business, government, civil society and labour stakeholders. Today the number has soared to more than 4,000 participants, expected at the Geneva meeting. 

The Global Compact is the largest single initiative joining private sector firms with U.N. agencies and civil society groups to promote universal principles on human rights, labour, the environment, and anti-corruption. 

"It is about trust building, it is about networking opportunities within the global context, it is also about collective learning on how to tackle these issues," Georg Kell, executive director of the Global Compact, told IPS. 

"Only few years ago there was hardly any corporation out there which had an explicit policy on human rights," he added. 

A new survey of 400 Global Compact member companies by McKinsey and Company found that 70 percent said their CEOs were more engaged on those issues compared to previous years. 

Eighty-nine percent said they gave employees greater say in policies on labour standards, more than 80 percent said they had measures against discrimination, while 69 percent allowed trade unions. 

Still, according to the U.N. Commission on Trade and Development, there are more than 70,000 multinational companies in the world, plus countless small and medium businesses -- a number that dwarfs the signatories to the Global Compact. 

A report released Tuesday on the environmental, social and governance frameworks of the Compact by Goldman Sachs found that its guiding principles were not just socially responsible but also good for business. For example, companies that rated well on social and environmental factors also tended to be well managed in other areas and perform well financially. 

"Today, the idea that through engagement you create value, you protect the brand, you build social capital, you safeguard your investment, you motivate your workforce, and you have moral compass when you operate in many different countries is increasingly understood and has truly gone mainstream," Kell said. 

One success story is the Sri Lankan company MAS Holdings, which produces textiles and clothing. 

The company started with 60 workers in 1987. Today, MAS Holdings employs 40,600 people in eight countries and operates 28 manufacturing facilities. 

More than 80 percent of the employees are women, and management realised that they needed to balance their additional roles as mothers, wives and caregivers. In 2003, after MAS joined the Global Compact, it launched an award-winning programme called "Women Go Beyond," that includes special programmes for pregnant employees, education on reproductive health, health, nutrition and domestic violence, and promoting active lifestyles and team sports at MAS. 

But not every company is so generous or progressive. 

"We have delisted roughly 600 participants so far," Kell said. "The main reason has always been lack of engagement, meaning that presumably the CEO has signed on light-heartedly assuming that it does not cost anything -- therefore [why not] join?" 

Matthias Stausberg, a spokesperson for the Global Compact, also concedes that many companies tried to associate themselves with the U.N. and used the Global Compact logo for advertising purposes without really committing to the 10 principles. 

"It is a free-rider issue," Stausberg said. "Those companies, especially in the early days of the Global Compact, just signed the letter, sent it to the secretary-general, and became a GC participant. And there was never any follow-up." 

The initiative is voluntary and not legally binding, but there is a complaint mechanism to monitor a company's compliance with the universal principles. 

"Anybody can approach us and say, we believe that this company has ABC violations of one or several of your GC principles," Stausberg said. "The interesting thing that in a lot of cases, we know of violations and inconsistencies on the side of the companies [but] the complaint is not filed with the GC. Sometimes it is taken directly to the media, or taken directly to the court system if there's enough reason." 

Kell told IPS that the even without formal oversight, public monitoring of the Compact is very strong. 

And Stausberg stresses that the Global Compact does not need only good performers -- in fact, the goal is to engage the corporate "sinners" and encourage them to reform. 

The Leaders Summit in Geneva will focus on how to improve existing strategies, and how to influence local and national governments to better engage the private sector on social and economic development.

________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Boeing unveils 'green' Dreamliner passenger jet 

34 minutes ago 

SEATTLE, United States (AFP) - The eyes of the aviation world will be fixed on Boeing here Sunday when the US aircraft giant unveils its 787 Dreamliner, the "green" passenger jet it hopes will revolutionize air travel. 

The mid-sized plane, which seats up to 330 passengers and is capable of flying long-haul routes using up to 20 percent less fuel while pumping out fewer greenhouse gases, will be rolled out for 300 gathered media.

The 787 -- Boeing's first new model in 13 years -- will make its maiden test flight later this year before going into commercial service with Japan's All Nippon Airways (ANA) in 2008.

The new aircraft boasts several revolutionary design features, most notably the use of high-tech plastic composites instead of aluminium.

Up to 50 percent of the primary structure of the plane -- including the fuselage and wing -- will be made of composites such as carbon-fiber.

"By manufacturing a one-piece fuselage section, we are eliminating 1,500 aluminum sheets and 40,000 - 50,000 fasteners," Boeing said in a statement.

The composites used in the Dreamliner are also stronger and lighter than traditional materials, allowing the plane greater fuel efficiency.

"In addition to bringing big-jet ranges to mid-size airplanes, the 787 will provide airlines with unmatched fuel efficiency, resulting in exceptional environmental performance," Boeing has said. "The airplane will use 20 percent less fuel for comparable missions than today's similarly sized airplane."

Lower fuel-costs could in theory lead to cheaper long-haul travel, aviation industry analysts say.

Richard Aboulafia, chief analyst with the Teal Group Corporation, said the Dreamliner was poised to revolutionize air travel if its projected rates of fuel-efficiency proved accurate.

"If you look at it from an airline standpoint: you don't have a choice," Aboulafia told AFP. "If you don't have a 787-class aircraft and your competitor does, he can under-price you and out-profit you.

"We can't be sure of their performance objectives, but if it does what they say, it's revolutionary, both in terms of the plane's operating economics and durability," Aboulafia added.

Scott Hamilton of aviation industry analysts Leeham Co echoed Aboulafia's assessment. "This is the next evolutionary step in aviation," Hamilton told US media. "It's a game-changer for its manufacturing and assembly processes and will probably be mimicked by succeeding airplanes."

The Dreamliner's other innovations include greater levels of comfort for passengers, with higher humidity levels within the cabin expected to reduce passenger dehydration.

Boeing, which aims to build 2,000 Dreamliners over the next two decades, has so far received 634 orders from 45 companies for the plane, which has a catalogue price of between 146 to 200 million dollars.

The 787 will go into service after Airbus's mammoth A380 takes to the skies. The first units of the double-decker superjumbo -- capable of seating up to 800 passengers -- will be delivered to Singapore Airlines in October.

Analysts say the Dreamliner and the A380 reflect the different strategies of Boeing and Airbus as they seek to achieve the same objective -- cheaper air travel. In response to Boeing's Dreamliner, Airbus has announced plans for a further new model, the A350. But the new plane is not expected to be ready for commercial use until 2013.

________________________________________________________________________

AFP:Live Earth set to rock the world on July 7 

By Catherine Hours 2 hours, 1 minute ago 

NEW YORK (AFP) - From New York to the Antarctic, from Shanghai to Rio de Janeiro, the world is getting ready to rock Saturday as organizers of the Live Earth events seek to raise awareness of global warming. 

Some 7,000 events in 129 countries including eight giant concerts are being promoted by former US vice president Al Gore as part of his passionate bid to focus attention on the dangers of climate change.

The 24-hour event on July 7 includes music, theater and other shows and will be broadcast live worldwide to get the message across to two billion people about the need for drastic measures to protect the environment, say promoters.

A wave of music is set to ripple round the globe starting in Sydney then fanning out to Tokyo, Shanghai, Johannesburg, Hamburg, London, New York, and Rio.

Some 150 stars including Police, Genesis, Madonna, Bon Jovi, Ai Otsuka, Eason Chan, Mana, Joey Yung, Shakira, Linkin Park, Rip Slyme and Red Hot Chili Peppers will be taking part.

Smaller concerts will take place in other cities, most notably Kyoto, where countries came together to establish the Kyoto Protocol aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate warming.

Another show will be held at a British base in the Antarctic, where some of the effects of global warming are the most visible.

"This monster line-up will ensure Live Earth meets our goal of bringing together people from around the world to combat the climate crisis," says Live Earth founder Kevin Wall.

"Live Earth will be a monumental event both in terms of entertainment and in turning the tide against global warming."

Gore, whose film "An Inconvenient Truth" about climate change won this year's Oscar for best documentary, says one of the key aims is to urge a massive reduction of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by 2050.

"If we are going to solve the crisis, we have to commit, and we have to do it now," he said.

"Live Earth will ask people across the world to commit to changes in their lives and to move other people, communities, companies and governments to reduce our carbon output by 90 percent by 2050 and ensure there is a new, global treaty on climate change by 2009."

The number of participating countries, has however, fallen short of what organizers had hoped for. No Muslim country is taking part; and Turkey has vetoed a concert in Istanbul for security reasons and a lack of interest.

Plans for a concert on the mall in front of the US Congress in Washington were also turned down by Republican lawmakers.

Wall compared it to organizing 10 soccer World Cups at the same time. The concerts will be carried on television stations and on the Internet, at liveearth.msn.com.

Spectators will be invited to sign a statement on Live Earth's Internet site or by text message.

The event's organizers are also calling on people to support energy conservation and alternative energy sources, to plant millions of trees and protect the world's forests, and to support groups dedicated to protecting the environment.

Gore said he will attend the concert in New York and will also appear at another surprise venue. 

Each venue will feature top global performers: in London Madonna, Red Hot Chili Peppers and Black Eyed Peas will headline; in New York, Police and Smashing Pumpkins. 

Tokyo will get Rihanna, Linkin Park and a bevy of Japanese stars like Ai Otsuka, while in Kyoto Ryuichi Sakamoto and Rip Slyme will top the bill. 

In Rio Lenny Kravitz, Pharrell Williams and Macy Gray will share the stage with Brazilian stars, while in South Africa UB40, Angelique Kidjo and Joss Stone will take the stage. Shakira and Enrique Iglesias perform in Hamburg. 

Gore said he had asked the artists to compose songs for the occasion, and praised Black Eyed Peas for promising one and coming up with it in seven days. 

He also cheered Madonna's offering: "Madonna's song is fantastic," he said. 

Ticket sales for the events will benefit The Alliance for Climate Protection led by Gore.

____________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde :Le grenier de la Turquie se transforme en désert

Rabougris et brûlés, les blés de la plaine de Konya mesurent à peine 20 cm. Cet été, certains agriculteurs du plateau central anatolien ne vont même pas prendre la peine de les moissonner. "La récolte de blé sera en baisse d'au moins 40 %, estime Hasan Hüseyin Motuk, président de la chambre des ingénieurs agricoles de Konya. Au pire, jusqu'à 80 %. La situation est grave, car Konya, c'est le grenier de la Turquie."
Cette année, le grenier est vide. Exceptionnellement, la Turquie va devoir importer du blé pour couvrir sa consommation intérieure. En cause, la diminution significative des précipitations, constatée depuis 2000. 

Ces deux dernières années, le niveau est inférieur de 50 % à la normale. Depuis mi-juin, une forte canicule frappe l'Europe du Sud-Est et les records de température ont été battus en Grèce, en Bulgarie et en Turquie. Le centre du pays connaît des températures supérieures de 4o C à la moyenne. 

Les réserves d'eau souterraines, dans lesquelles les agriculteurs pompent pour irriguer les champs, diminuent à vue d'oeil. "Chaque année, il faut creuser 5 mètres plus profond pour trouver de l'eau, constate Ismaïl Uluagaç, maire du petit village de Karkin, à 40 km de Konya. Nos enfants et nos petits-enfants n'auront peut-être plus d'eau potable." Les puits descendent parfois jusqu'à 300 mètres, pour atteindre des nappes millénaires.

Autre indicateur, le niveau des lacs qui parsèment le paysage monotone de la campagne anatolienne. Certains ont déjà totalement disparu : "Dans les années 1980, le week-end, on allait se promener en barque sur le lac Hotamis", se souvient Hasan, un vieux paysan attablé au café du village. Aujourd'hui, le lac a laissé la place à des champs de betterave à sucre, abondamment arrosés sous un soleil de plomb. Sur la route qui file vers l'est, le village de Sazlik, qui vivait de la pêche, est aujourd'hui cerné par les champs, mais pas la moindre trace d'eau. Le grand lac salé situé plus au nord, est lui aussi menacé. Les dizaines d'espèces d'oiseaux migrateurs qui faisaient escale dans cette plaine ne s'y arrêtent plus.

30 000 PUITS CLANDESTINS
Le bassin agricole de Konya s'assèche. D'après un rapport du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement sur la désertification, ce serait l'une des régions les plus menacées. "C'est une zone très sensible. Les années sèches, on bascule dans un climat semi-désertique", analyse Catherine Kuzucuoglu, directrice de recherche au CNRS qui a fait de la plaine de Konya son cas d'étude.

Pour certains analystes, cette pénurie est avant tout le résultat d'une gestion catastrophique des ressources en eau. Les municipalités commencent juste à prendre conscience du problème et à tenter de sensibiliser la population. Le directeur de l'administration publique des eaux (DSI) du bourg de Cumra, au coeur du bassin agricole, reconnaît que la moitié des 60 000 puits d'irrigation de la région sont clandestins et que "les agriculteurs utilisent l'eau de façon inefficace à cause d'une mauvaise éducation". Sous les fenêtres de son bureau, le gazon et les parterres de fleurs resplendissent, arrosés du matin au soir. "Il faut investir d'urgence dans l'arrosage goutte à goutte", estime-t-il. Depuis peu, l'Etat en subventionne la moitié et la banque agricole délivre des prêts à taux zéro.

Mais c'est surtout le type de culture qui pose question. A Kalkin, tout le village vit de la betterave, très gourmande en eau. Les coopératives sucrières font tourner l'économie locale. Et le maïs, qui appauvrit le sol, est plus subventionné par l'Etat que le blé. "Sans la pluie, on ne peut plus cultiver de blé. Donc on fait de la betterave mais cela demande plus d'eau", résume Hasan Hüseyin Motuk. "On détruit notre agriculture, mais on fait ça pour survivre", reconnaissent, impuissants, les paysans du village.

Tout l'espoir des agriculteurs repose dans la mise en service, cet été, du "tunnel bleu" : un canal d'acheminement de l'eau de la rivière Göksü qui doit permettre l'irrigation de 650 000 ha. Une solution à court terme, estime Catherine Kuzucuoglu, pour qui "l'eau va surtout s'évaporer" et qui redoute l'érosion côtière et l'assèchement du delta engendrés par le détournement de la rivière. La priorité est de "redéfinir totalement la politique agricole", selon Cagrideniz Eryilmaz, expert du WWF. 
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South Africa: Environmental Protection Comes Under the Spotlight

BuaNews (Tshwane): Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka has called on all citizens' of the world to make environmental protection their responsibility. Speaking on Monday at the opening of the 4th World Environmental Education Congress (WEEC) in Durban, Ms Mlambo-Ngcuka said the reality was that the human race was living beyond its means and the present patterns of consumption and production were unsustainable. "The task of encouraging people across all sectors of our communities to adopt new ways of living is an enormous task. Environmental protection should, therefore, be everyone's responsibility," she said. Ms Mlambo-Ngcuka said there was a need to intensify environmental management campaigns. "Environmental education has become a matter of common interest throughout the world as it is one of the most fundamental and important strategies to combat environmental problems.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200707030686.html
South Africa: Langebaan Lagoon 'An Endangered Ecosystem'

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Concerned conservationists are considering petitioning Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk to declare the whole of Langebaan Lagoon and its surrounds an "endangered ecosystem" under environmental legislation. This is because there are so many "severe" threats facing the area, according to the Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve. The reserve was registered by United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) as an International Biosphere Reserve in November 2000. Biosphere reserves - which do not enjoy statutory protection in South Africa - are areas containing important terrestrial and marine ecosystems that are internationally recognised within the framework of UNESCO’s "Man and the Biosphere" programme.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200707030783.html
Botswana: Men Sector, Department in Cleanup Campaign

The Voice (Francistown): The Men Sector organisation and the Department of Environmental Affairs have held a successful cleanup campaign by picking up litter along the banks of the Thamalakane River. The Botswana Defence force, Maun Prison, Botswana Local Police, Botswana Police, First National Bank and other organisations assisted. According to District Environmental Affairs spokesman Sekgowa Motsumi, the event formed part of a cleanup of very important wetland systems in Botswana and the world. Motsumi said it was good see a commitment by men to contribute to environmental management. http://allafrica.com/stories/200707030743.html
Liberia: EPA Trains Environmental Inspectors

The NEWS (Monrovia): The Inspectorate Department of the Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia yesterday commenced five-day environmental compliance training for 30 inspectors at the YMCA auditorium on Broad Street. According to Mr. Jonathan Davies, EPA's Outstation and Inspectorate Manager, the training is intended to augment the previous one conducted by the United Nations Environment Program, which was conducted about three months ago. He said the second training would enhance the completion of the cycle for the first batch of environmental inspectors. Topics to be covered during the training will include: Roles and Responsibilities of Inspector; Categories of Inspection; Field Investigation and Gathering of Evidence; Report Writing, as well as Environmental Legalisations, among others.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200707030976.html
Liberia: Uncontrolled Trash Greatest Public Health Threat in Monrovia - UN

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: As mountains of garbage expand in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, the UN Environment Programme has called on the government and private sector to repair the country's broken system for collecting trash. "Solid waste management is arguably the greatest public health threat in Monrovia," UNEP's Michael Cowing told IRIN. "There is virtually no waste management sector." Virtually no waste management sector, along with a lack of proper toilets, means household trash, human feces, and hazardous medical waste is randomly disposed throughout the city, in some areas swelling to piles large enough to block roads. Children walk barefoot through trash heaps, picking through piles that can contain used syringes and bloodied bandages. http://allafrica.com/stories/200707030978.html
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Revolución Energérgética atrajo a director del PNUMA a Cuba
La Habana, 3 jul (PL) El director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Achim Steiner, expresó hoy que la Revolución Energética es una de las principales razones que lo atrajo a Cuba.

En una visita al Ministerio de Relaciones Exterios de la isla, Stainer manifestó su interés en conocer cómo y por qué el país caribeño tiene un mayor adelanto que otras naciones en el uso más racional de la energía y la forma en que repercute en su economía.

"Cuba es un país muy bien educado con una economía en vías de desarrollo, pero en muchos sentidos implementa políticas que muchos países subdesarrollados no tienen la posibilidad de hacer", expresó en una conversación con el canciller Felipe Pérez Roque.

Steiner manifestó también su impresión por la forma en que la isla ha desarrollado el sistema de prevención y alerta contra desastres naturales.

El director del PNUMA se encuentra en Cuba para participar en la Sexta Convención Internacional de Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo, donde impartirá mañana una conferencia magistral.

La cita es la más importante de su tipo que se celebra en Cuba, y en sus seis ediciones han participado más de cuatro mil delegados e invitados, de los cuales mil 500 han representado a más de 50 países.

El evento sirve de marco para la reflexión, el aprendizaje, el intercambio de opiniones y criterios, así como de alternativas viables encaminadas a la solución de los problemas ambientales que afectan al planeta.

rl mor

http://www.radiohc.cu/espanol/noticias/jul07/03jul/a1bio.htm

Cuba, Haití y Dominicana crearán corredor biológico en el Caribe

La Habana, 3 jul (AIN) Representantes de Cuba, Haití y República Dominicana firmarán la próxima semana un convenio para la creación del Corredor Biológico en El Caribe a fin de reducir la pérdida de la diversidad biológica en esa zona.

Ricardo Sánchez, Director de América Latina y el Caribe del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), anunció hoy en exclusiva a la AIN que el documento será suscrito el 10 de julio entrante en la localidad de Puerto Escondido, en la frontera haitiano-dominicana.

Informó que los cubanos estarán presentados por Fernando González, viceministro primero de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente, los haitianos por Jean Marie Claude y los dominicanos por Max Puig, también titulares medio ambientales, respectivamente.

Explicó que el Corredor Biológico en El Caribe es un espacio geográfico delimitado, vinculado a paisajes, ecosistemas y hábitat naturales o modificados, todo lo cual proporciona condiciones para el mantenimiento de la diversidad biológica, los procesos ecológicos esenciales y los servicios que generan.

Las bases de esa cooperación tripartita ofrecerán a Haití el soporte tecnológico necesario para el desarrollo de capacidades en la materia, la recuperación de áreas naturales y el establecimiento de una lucha contra la pobreza y por el aumento de la calidad de vida de sus ciudadanos.

Una de esas iniciativas está relacionada con la rehabilitación de la cuenca del río Artibonito, en el Departamento del mismo nombre, que produce electricidad para Puerto Príncipe, la capital de esa nación caribeña situada en la parte occidental de la Isla de La Española, con 27 750 kilómetros cuadrados de extensión y ocho millones 300 000 habitantes.

Sánchez uno de los invitados especiales, junto a Achim Steiner, Director Ejecutivo del PNUMA, a la VI Convención Internacional sobre Medio ambiente y Desarrollo, que sesiona en el Palacio de las Convenciones hasta el viernes, con la presencia de más de 750 profesionales de 23 países.

Uno de los temas vitales del encuentro es el cambio climático que provocan las naciones industrializadas con sus irracionales patrones productivos y de consumo, sobre todo Estados Unidos, que emite a la atmósfera el 30 % del total los gases contaminantes que aceleran los procesos del clima.
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Asian Countries Eye Warming Problems

By Margie Mason

The Washington Post


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia -- Officials from more than a dozen Asian countries met Tuesday in Malaysia to outline health problems their populations are facing in relation to a rise in global temperatures.
Officials discussed ways to work together to limit the fallout in a region expected to be hit hard by flooding, drought, heat waves, mosquito-borne diseases and waterborne illnesses.

The World Health Organization estimates climate change has already directly or indirectly killed more than 1 million people globally since 2000. More than half of those deaths have occurred in the Asia-Pacific area, the world's most populous region. Those figures do not include deaths linked to urban air pollution, which kills about 800,000 worldwide each year, according to WHO.

"We're not going to have a magic bullet to fix climate change in the next 50 years. We need to motivate an awful lot of people to change their behavior in a lot of different ways," said Kristie Ebi, of the WHO's Global Environmental Change unit, a lead author on the health chapter in a report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a U.N. network of 2,000 scientists.

Ebi said health officials are about a decade behind other sectors, such as water and agriculture, in taking a look at what climate change could mean and how to deal with it. She said countries seeing the effects firsthand are now starting to realize that any problems with air, water or food will directly affect people's health. The poorest countries in Asia and Africa are expected to suffer the most.

Scientists have predicted droughts will lower crop yields and raise malnutrition in some areas, dust storms and wildfires will boost respiratory illnesses, and flooding from severe storms will increase drowning, injury and disease such as diarrhea. Increasing temperatures could also lead to the growth of more harmful algae that can sicken people who eat shellfish and reef fish. People living in low-lying coastal areas will also face more storms, flooding and saltwater intrusion into fresh groundwater that is vital for drinking.

Singapore saw mean annual temperatures increase 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit between 1978 and 1998, while the number of dengue fever cases jumped 10-fold during the same period.

Malaria has recently reached Bhutan and new areas in Papua New Guinea for the first time. In the past, mosquitoes that spread the disease were unable to breed in the cooler climates there, but warmer temperatures have helped vector-borne diseases to flourish.

Melting of glaciers in the Himalayas have created about 20 lakes in Nepal that are in danger of overflowing their banks, which could create a torrent of water and debris capable of wiping out villages and farms below.

The four-day workshop in Malaysia lays the groundwork for a ministerial-level meeting on the topic next month in Bangkok, Thailand.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/03/AR2007070300344.html
N. Korea Agrees IAEA "Containment" Of Atom Work: Report

The New York Times

VIENNA (Reuters) - North Korea has agreed to wide-ranging U.N. measures to verify a shutdown of its atom bomb program, nuclear inspectors said on Tuesday, but doubts arose about when disarmament would begin.

Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the U.N. watchdog International Atomic Energy Agency, said he would recommend its 35-nation governing board ratify a new inspector mission in North Korea based on a groundbreaking visit by an IAEA delegation last week.

But the IAEA has said North Korea and five powers dealing with the reclusive Stalinist state must settle on a target date for disabling its Yongbyon nuclear complex, source of its bomb-grade plutonium fuel, before inspectors are deployed.

U.S. officials in Washington said Pyongyang was now demanding promised shipments of oil before shutting down Yongbyon, raising the specter of another delay in implementing a February 13 disarmament accord.

A report by ElBaradei detailing results of the five-day preparatory visit by his safeguards deputies urged the IAEA governors to authorize the return of nuclear non-proliferation inspectors whom Pyongyang expelled 4 1/2 years ago.

No opposition was expected at a planned special meeting of the board on July 9 to approve the mission and a supplement to what ElBaradei has complained is a "shoestring" IAEA budget at a time of spreading proliferation challenges like Iran.

His report, obtained by Reuters and circulated to board members on Tuesday, described an 11-part "understanding" on verifying disarmament in North Korea, which stunned the world by test-detonating its first nuclear device last year.

"The agency will install, and service as necessary, appropriate containment and surveillance and other devices to monitor and verify the status of the shutdown and/or sealed facilities and equipment," it said.

The transparency measures would give inspectors access to all facilities at Yongbyon, including the five-megawatt reactor, plutonium reprocessing plant, a nuclear fuel fabrication plant, a 50-megawatt reactor under construction, and research labs. 

NUCLEAR INVENTORIES COVERED BY DEAL

Inventories for the sites would be provided later.

North Korea also pledged to seal a 200-megawatt power plant being built at Taechon, which was not visited by the IAEA team.

Inspectors would also be allowed to examine and verify information on the design of closed sites and document this with still photographs or video recordings.

ElBaradei's report said North Korea had agreed to inform the IAEA in advance if it intended to change the design or status of nuclear sites and equipment so inspectors could assess whether such steps might undermine safeguards.

The accord is a special "ad hoc arrangement," and a regular Safeguards Agreement would have to be negotiated later to usher North Korea back into the global non-proliferation treaty which it abandoned in 2003.

ElBaradei estimated the cost of redeploying U.N. inspectors at 1.7 million euros ($2.3 million) for 2007 and 2.2 million euros in 2008 and said IAEA member states had signaled they would grant the necessary financing.

http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/world/international-korea-north-iaea.html

Oil Spill Only Adds to Flooding Worries

By Roxana Hegeman, The Associated Press


COFFEYVILLE, Kan. -- The flood is bad enough, engulfing homes to the rooftops and turning neighborhoods into floating junkyards of children's toys and family heirlooms. But the floodwaters here also carry some of the 42,000 gallons of crude oil that spilled from the Coffeyville Resources refinery on Sunday, coating everything they touch with a slimy, smelly layer of goo.

"My question is how are they going to get all that oil out of the environment," said Mary Burge, a heart surgery patient who was forced to breathe from her portable oxygen tank because the petroleum odor Monday was so strong it could be detected by helicopters passing overhead.

The oil spill, caused by a malfunction while the refinery was shutting down in advance of the flooding, has concerned federal and state officials as they monitor the slick's progress down the Verdigris River toward drinking water sources and recreation areas in Oklahoma.

It also presents another hurdle to Coffeyville leaders as they map out long-term flood recovery efforts that now must deal with the toxic sludge.

Jim Miller, Montgomery County emergency manager, said the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency had teams on the scene and was monitoring the oil as it snaked through town, leaving greasy stains where it receded from lawns and buildings.

Sharon Watson, spokeswoman for the Kansas adjutant general, said the EPA and state officials would work with officials at the refinery to measure the amount of contamination and help the refinery in cleaning up. In the meantime, however, Watson said, "We're asking everyone to avoid the floodwaters."

That wasn't an option for Fire Department Capt. Mike Mansfield, who rescued eight dogs from water-logged homes Monday. He said all the dogs found outside were covered in oil.

The oil was floating downriver toward Oklahoma and that state's Oologah Lake, about 30 miles northeast of Tulsa, said Maj. Gen. Tod Bunting, the Kansas state adjutant. Oklahoma officials were optimistic the spill would dissipate before it reached the lake, which provides flood control, drinking water and recreation.

"There are nine public water supplies along the Verdigris and the Oologah Lake, and none of them are currently affected," said Skylar McElhaney, a spokeswoman for Oklahoma's Department of Environmental Quality. Tulsa is among the cities that get water from Oologah.

The oil spill just added to the misery caused by widespread flooding for thousands of evacuees in Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas.

Eleven deaths have been blamed on the storms and flooding in Texas, where two men are missing. In North Little Rock, Ark., about 30 homes were evacuated Monday after a faulty drainage system caused flooding up to six feet deep in some spots.

The full extent of the economic costs may not be known for some time. Weeks of heavy rains have dampened recreational activities across the Plains, slowing business at parks and tourist destinations and leaving campsites and hiking trails waterlogged.

A year ago many Texas officials were warning boaters about lakes that were too low and banning fireworks because the ground was too dry. Now some popular lakes might be closed for the Fourth of July because they're too full, and fireworks shows are threatened by a continuing forecast of rain.

Rob McCorkle, a spokesman for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, said recent torrential rain already has forced three state parks to close temporarily, some through Independence Day, one of the busiest times of the year.

"Obviously it's going to impact numbers," he said. "People don't want to go camping when it's pouring down rain."

McCorkle said the department has closed Lake Whitney State Park an hour south of Fort Worth as well as Mother Neff and South Llano River state parks in Central Texas. Several reservations at Lake Brownwood State Park in West Texas had to be canceled and some of the campsites were flooded, he said.

"If this kind of rain continues and keeps these parks shut down, it will definitely have an impact of the revenue flow for the state park system," McCorkle said

But for swimmers who need to get their fix, water parks are always an option _ and they need the business.

Jeffrey Siebert, a spokesman for Schlitterbahn Waterpark in New Braunfels, said attendance has taken a hit and even a threat of showers is enough to keep customers away.

"We've been very disappointed with the beginning of our season," he said. "No rain this week would be ideal. No rain and no prediction of rain would be great."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/03/AR2007070300333.html

Companies Giving Green an Office 

By Claudia H. Deutsch, The New York Times

The corporate roster of “chiefs” used to be pretty short: chief executive, chief financial officer and, maybe, chief operating officer. Then came the chief marketing and technology officers.

Now, the so-called C-Level Suite is swelling again — this time, with chief sustainability officers. These are not simply environmental watchdogs, there to keep operations safe and regulators at bay. The new environmental chiefs are helping companies profit from the push to go green. 

“Environmental vice presidents usually spend company money, but this new breed is helping companies make money,” said Eileen Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change. The upshot, said Geoffrey Heal, a business professor at the Columbia Business School, is that “what started out as a compliance job has evolved into one that guards the value of the brand.”

The titles vary, mixing and matching “chief” and “vice president,” “sustainability” and “environmental,” making it impossible to track how many people fill the role. But whatever they are called, the new environmental chiefs — many of them named in the last two years — wield extraordinary power. 

They are exploring partnerships with vendors and customers to create green products — and they have the power to close the deal. They are also getting a vote — often, the deciding vote — on product research and advertising campaigns. 

Since he became Dow Chemical’s first chief sustainability officer in March, David E. Kepler has been talking to Dow’s technology, manufacturing and finance people about alternative fuels and green products. “We usually agree,” Mr. Kepler said. “But if a critical environmental issue is in dispute, I’ll prevail.” 

Linda J. Fisher, the chief sustainability officer at DuPont, scuttled the purchase of a company that was not in a “sustainable” business. “We’re building sustainability into the acquisition criteria,” she said. 

And when two business chiefs at General Electric blanched at the cost of developing green products, Jeffrey R. Immelt, G.E.’s chairman, gave Lorraine Bolsinger, vice president of G.E.’s Ecomagination business, the research money. “I have an open door to get projects funded,” she said. 

The evolution was probably inevitable. Corporations are facing demands from all quarters to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, and to buy and produce green products. So, many chief executives are urging their managers to “figure out what products they should sell in a warming world,” said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute. 

Still, few corporate chiefs want to micromanage the changes. That means they are appointing environmental surrogates to do it for them. 

“You need a lot of huskies pulling the sled, but you’ve got to have a lead dog,” said Andrew N. Liveris, chairman and chief executive of Dow Chemical. “I can’t be everywhere, so I confer my clout on Dave.”

The environmental chiefs hail from widely disparate backgrounds. Owens Corning plucked its chief from research, while Home Depot dipped into its merchandising ranks. Ms. Fisher of DuPont once worked for the Environmental Protection Agency, while Francis Sullivan, deputy head of group sustainable development for the HSBC Group, came from the World Wildlife Fund. 

“I was already advising HSBC about the environmental impact of their activities, so now I’m making sure that their brand stands for sustainability,” Mr. Sullivan said. Two people share that job at G.E. Ms. Bolsinger is responsible for green products; Stephen Ramsey, the vice president for corporate environmental programs, oversees compliance and external relations. Both are corporate officers. “Jeff will tell the staff to do something,” Ms. Bolsinger said. “We tell them how.”

Other companies have rolled two jobs into one. Ernest Wooden Jr., executive vice president for brands for the Hilton Hotels Corporation, is overseeing Hilton’s efforts to reduce the carbon footprint of its nearly 3,000 hotels. He already sets the standards for everything from architecture to shampoo, so purchasing agents and suppliers are accustomed to heeding his recommendations. 

“Our C.E.O. decided I was the most powerful hammer to get things done,” Mr. Wooden said. 

The “powerful hammer” thought certainly motivated Home Depot and Owens Corning. Since October, when he became Home Depot’s vice president for environmental innovation, Ron Jarvis has led efforts to sell green products, run green stores and educate customers about sustainability. He is also responsible for buying and selling lumber products.

“The other merchandising people know I’m from their world, and understand what will or won’t work,” Mr. Jarvis said. 

Owens-Corning, meanwhile, named Frank O’Brien-Bernini, its research chief since 2001, to the post of chief research and development and sustainability officer. He now uses what he calls the “lens of sustainability” to prioritize research.

One recent example is a machine that makes it easier to insulate attics. Owens Corning developed it after research showed that drafty attics are prime culprits in greenhouse gas emissions, but that the “hassle factor” kept homeowners from addressing the situation. “I drive innovation around products and processes,” Mr. O’Brien-Bernini said. “And I make sure that our claims are backed by deep, deep science.”

Ensuring credibility is also a priority for Elizabeth A. Lowery, vice president for environment, energy and safety policy at General Motors. 

Before G.M. introduced the Chevy Volt, its electric car, in January, Ms. Lowery helped to brief reporters, shareholders and environmentalists on how the car worked. She looked over the green-themed speech that Rick Wagoner, G.M.’s chairman, gave at the Los Angeles Auto Show in November, making it less “technically focused” and more in line with “how various constituencies think about green issues,” she said. 

And she said that she “added facts, and toned down broad brush statements and claims” before G.M. introduced its “Live Green Go Yellow” ethanol campaign last year. 

“G.M. is marketing its reputation, not just its cars,” Ms. Lowery said.

Ms. Fisher presides over DuPont’s green name as well. The big chemical company already produces many green products, like plastics made from crops. And Ms. Fisher is helping to develop a scorecard that researchers can use to “evaluate whether their work will produce environmentally smart products.”

But she said she was also making sure that DuPont never overstates the “greenness” of items. “I don’t want us accused of greenwashing because marketing made too much of a small improvement,” she said. 

Many marketers, in fact, welcome the oversight. 

Kevin Martin, who heads customer marketing for HSBC Bank USA, worked closely with Mr. Sullivan on HSBC Bank’s current promotion. Together, they forged a plan to give customers who sign up for an electronic bill paying service — which HSBC promotes as saving trees — a “green” kit that includes items like energy-efficient light bulbs. 

“There hasn’t been any disharmony,” Mr. Martin said. “Environmental involvement is a credential of our brand. Francis is our conscience.”

Environmentalists, perhaps unsurprisingly, are divided on whether the rise of the powerful sustainability chief bodes well or ill. 

“In the best of all worlds, we wouldn’t need a separate person to link strategy and sustainability,” said Gwen Ruta, director of corporate partnerships for Environmental Defense. A utopian world would not need ethics officers either, countered Eugene Linden, a frequent author on climate change. 

“Chief sustainability officer sounds all crunchy granola and squishy,” he said. “But their rise shows that companies finally realize that sustainability and efficiency go hand in hand.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/03/business/03sustain.html?pagewanted=print

State Residents Challenged on Energy Savings; O’Malley Wants to Cut Electric Use 15% by 2015


The Baltimore Sun
By Andrew A. Green 


Gov. Martin O'Malley challenged Marylanders yesterday to cut their electric consumption at least 15 percent by 2015 and pledged that state government would lead the way by making its buildings more efficient and by tracking state energy use.

O'Malley unveiled a seven-step plan for how the state government will achieve the goal, but he gave no specifics for how businesses and individuals - who use the vast majority of the state's power - could follow suit. 

However, he said that in a time of rising energy prices and increasing threats to the environment, it is necessary and possible for individuals to cut their consumption without diminishing their quality of life.

"The best fighting chance all of us have right now against this big bump in electric costs is to throw ourselves into conservation as much as we can," O'Malley said while standing on the roof of a government building covered with solar panels. "We can hit this goal."

O'Malley, a Democrat, made rising electricity costs a major theme in his campaign last fall to unseat incumbent Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. by promising to stop a 72 percent rate increase by BGE, the largest electric utility in the state.

But this spring, he was forced to concede failure as his appointees to the Public Service Commission concluded that the higher rates could not legally be overturned. Since then, consumer advocates and the governor's political opponents have levied harsh criticism on him for failing to fulfill his promise.

O'Malley said yesterday that he is exploring a variety of options for easing future increases, such as a partial re-regulation of the industry, the building of power plants and the development of renewable energy.

But in the short term, he said, conservation will be the most effective way to keep bills down. Achieving the 15 percent goal by 2015 would save consumers $1.8 billion in electric costs and would eliminate the need for two new coal-fired power plants.

"The least expensive kilowatt of electricity is the one you never have to use," O'Malley said.

Maryland Energy Administration Director Malcolm D. Woolf said his agency has posted home energy conservation tips on its Web site (www.energy.state.md.us), but he said the administration is still working on broader solutions, such as the creation of an interest-free revolving loan program that businesses and consumers could use to finance energy efficiency projects. More announcements are planned in the coming weeks, he said.

Ultimately, what could make the biggest impact is finding a way to decouple utilities' profits from the consumption of electricity, Woolf said.

Companies such as BGE no longer generate power but serve instead as delivery agents for electricity. They earn money based on the amount of power they distribute, but O'Malley and Woolf said that if the companies charged by household, not by kilowatt, their incentives would change.

Pepco Holdings, the company that supplies power in the Washington suburbs and on the Eastern Shore, has a proposal pending before the Public Service Commission to make that switch.

"Under traditional rate making, the company's interests in helping its customers use electricity efficiently would be at seeming odds with the interests of the company's shareholders, since reductions in sales would reduce revenues," Pepco Chief Financial Officer Joseph M. Rigby said in testimony before the PSC. "The [plan], which decouples the company's revenues from changes in the volume of electricity delivered to consumers, aligns the company's interests with the interests of the customer."

As proof that conservation is possible, O'Malley pointed to California, a state where per capita consumption has remained essentially flat for decades while consumption nationally and in Maryland has steadily climbed.

Claudia Chandler, the assistant executive director of the California Energy Commission, said that state's gains in efficiency have been 30 years in the making. She said the state adopted its first construction standards for energy efficiency in 1974 and for appliances in 1978, and the laws have kept pace with new technology over the years.

She said, for example, that a new California law requires more efficient chargers for appliances such as cell phones. When they're plugged in - even if the cell phone isn't charging - they continue to draw current, typically about five watts, Chandler said. In California, the new standard will be a tenth as much.

"Our data shows that most of the households in California have about 10 of these things, and they're probably all plugged in right now," she said.


http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-md.energy03jul03,0,3314779.story?coll=bal-home-headlines

Recycling plant dangers cited; 
The EPA tells neighbors of a former Halaco site in Oxnard to beware of radioactive materials.

By Gregory W. Griggs, The Los Angeles Times

Seeking to educate Spanish-speaking residents about the potential hazards of living near an abandoned metal recycling plant in South Oxnard, three federal workers visited a strip mall along Hueneme Road on Monday to spread the word to retailers and their customers. 

The Environmental Protection Agency crew carried 300 yellow handouts written in Spanish and English alerting the public about the dangers of trespassing on the former Halaco Engineering site, where smelting was conducted for nearly 40 years until the plant was closed in late 2004 after the company filed for bankruptcy.

Early last year, state regulators asked the EPA to assume control of the cleanup of the 43-acre site at the south end of Perkins Road, adjacent to the ecologically sensitive Ormond Beach wetlands.

To date, the EPA has spent more than $5 million studying the level of pollution at the coastal property. The agency took several months this spring to stabilize and cover a massive slag pile more than 40 feet high.

Wayne Praskins, the EPA's remedial project manager on the Halaco site, said Monday that the hazardous and radioactive materials remaining do not pose an immediate health risk unless people trespass on the property.

"There are low levels of the various metals that were present in the various scrap materials that Halaco had processed, including radioactive thorium," Praskins said.

"If people are exposed to these chemicals over the long term, there's a risk of cancer and other effects."

Radiation levels measuring from two to 100 times normal have been detected, the flier states, but the EPA earlier said this amount was still considered "low level" and posed no immediate risk to humans and wildlife.

Thorium enters the body through inhaling or swallowing. Studies show that inhaling thorium dust causes increased risk of developing bone, lung or pancreatic cancers.

Despite working half a mile north of the proposed Superfund cleanup site, most merchants contacted said they were unaware of the former metal recycling plant.

"This was my first time hearing about this," said Veronica Garcia, proprietor of Veronica's Beauty Salon, who allowed the EPA workers to leave the four-page fliers on her counter.

Speaking in Spanish, the chef at a local restaurant said he would take several fliers and make sure to hand them out to diners.

Jose Garcia, an EPA community involvement coordinator, said he would work with local housing agencies, such as Cabrillo Economic Development Corp., and youth and community groups to get the word out about the potential danger on site.

Also, a second community meeting will be held later this summer to give residents a chance to learn more about the contamination and the cleanup efforts.

Steve Mattern, an Oxnard Fire Department official who oversees environmental compliance within the city, said a 60-day deadline given to the current landowners to tear down several structurally unsafe buildings by next week had been extended.

Because swallows have built dozens of nests over the years in the rafters of the buildings to be demolished, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service instructed the EPA not to disturb active nests during the nesting season, from Feb. 15 to Sept. 1.

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-halaco3jul03,1,1010632.story?ctrack=1&cset=true

Along With Sound and Light, Fireworks Displays Produce A Brief Flare of Pollution

By Henry Fountain, The New York Times

Here's something to keep in mind if you watch a fireworks display tomorrow evening: all those colorful exploding shells may be beautiful and breathtaking, but they may not be entirely benign.

A study in the journal Environmental Science and Technology shows that fireworks displays over a lake in Ada, Okla., resulted in perchlorate contamination in the water at levels that exceeded some current standards for drinking water. But the contamination decreased to background levels within 3 to 12 weeks, apparently because of microbial action.

Contamination of surface and ground water by perchlorate salts has been the subject of much debate in recent years, with studies showing that ingestion of the chemicals interferes with proper thyroid functioning. 

The major source of perchlorate contamination is solid rocket fuel (the space shuttle booster rockets use perchlorate, for example). But there are other sources, including the explosives used in fireworks shells.

Richard T. Wilkin of the Environmental Protection Agency and colleagues sampled water in the lake near the site of fireworks displays from 2004 to 2006. 

Prior to the events, the water contained less than one-tenth of a microgram of perchlorate per liter. By 14 hours after the festivities, however, concentrations had spiked. For example, the researchers found a maximum concentration of more than 44 micrograms per liter in 2006. By comparison, California has set a standard of 6 micrograms per liter.

But the study showed that the contamination may decrease naturally, given the right conditions. Experiments have shown that sediments in the lake contain microbes that can degrade perchlorate over time, particularly if there are not nitrates present as well. 

Genetic Engineering Comes Into Play in the Quest for Ethanol

In all the talk about ethanol as an alternative fuel, most of the focus is on corn as the major source of supply. But corn and other grains are relatively costly to grow, from an energy standpoint. So scientists have looked to make what is called cellulosic ethanol, from woody plants like grasses and trees that are less energy-intensive. 

In these plants, the sugars are contained in cellulose, a major component of cell walls. Breaking down the cellulose (with enzymes) usually requires treating the plant matter first with acid or steam to free the cellulose from another pervasive compound, lignin.

Might genetic engineering be of use in reducing the need for pretreatment? Fang Chen and Richard A. Dixon of the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation in Oklahoma investigated, looking at strains of alfalfa that had been genetically modified to produce less lignin. Their findings are published in Nature Biotechnology.

They found that the strains with the least lignin did not have to be pretreated at all, yet produced more sugars than unmodified alfalfa that was pretreated. So they say genetic engineering holds promise in improving the efficiency of ethanol production from these kinds of plants.

Big, Big, Big Bird Managed to Stay Aloft On Wind Beneath Its Wings

Among birds, Argentavis magnificens was a monster. Based on 6-million-year-old fossils, scientists estimate that the long-extinct creature, which inhabited what is now Argentina, tipped the scales at more than 150 pounds and had a wingspan greater than 20 feet. 

Because Argentavis's bones were light and air-filled and showed evidence of feathers, scientists had always assumed that the bird could fly, making it the largest flying bird ever. ''It had all the features for flying,'' said Sankar Chatterjee of the Museum of Texas Tech University. ''Anyone could conclude that yes, it could fly. But the question was how.''

Dr. Chatterjee and colleagues have answered that question by creating a computer simulation of the bird's aerodynamic characteristics, using measurements from fossils at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. They concluded that Argentavis could not have powered itself in flight by flapping its wings. Instead, it would have soared and glided, like modern condors and albatrosses.

The researchers calculated that the bird's pectoral muscles, which would have been used to flap the wings, were huge, weighing more than 20 pounds. But given Argentavis's overall weight, the muscles would not have provided nearly enough power for continuous flight.

Instead, Dr. Chatterjee said, ''Most of the time it would use the energy in the air.'' The bird would have been an efficient glider and could have soared for hours on mountain updrafts and on thermals, rising columns of hot air. The analysis, published in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, shows that the bird would have been able to make the tight turns necessary to keep circling and rising within a narrow thermal.

The real problem would have been taking off and landing, Dr. Chatterjee said. Gliding off from a mountaintop perch would not have been too difficult, but on the Argentine pampas, the bird would have probably done what hang-glider pilots do: run down a shallow slope (perhaps flapping the wings, too), taking off into the wind with the hope of quickly finding an updraft or a thermal. 

Dr. Chatterjee said their analysis also showed that there probably weren't any flying birds bigger than Argentavis. ''One of the things we realized is there is a size limit,'' he said. ''Argentavis probably reached it.''

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/03/science/03obse1.html?ref=science

La Ronde encourage visitors to recycle


Canada NewsWire

As called for in its environmental support program, La Ronde has positioned around its site the 70 can and plastic bottle recycling bins received last week. 

To ensure it can handle an extremely high number of recyclable items, La Ronde has reserved 130 bins to be added as required to the nearly 70 already provided at the amusement park for the use of visitors. La Ronde's recycling capacity also includes the eight metal can and plastic bottle recycling machines supplied by partner Coca-Cola. Persons who deposit a bottle in one of these recycling machines can win one of 5000 prizes, which include admission-and-rides passes, Coca-Cola products and a helicopter tour.

Dedicated to maintaining a spotless site, at the start of the season La Ronde acquired a water tank truck and high-performing cleaning equipment to improve operational efficiency and speed and keep everything spick and span.

For the past several years, La Ronde has recycled used oils, cleaning products, paper, cardboard, metals (iron, copper, etc.), promotional Coca-Cola cans, batteries and photocopier ink cartridges.

About Six Flags: Six Flags Inc. is the world's largest regional amusement park company. Owner of La Ronde, Six Flags Inc. is a publicly traded company (NYSE: SIX) based in New York. 


http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/July2007/03/c3154.html

Watchdog warns of chemicals in water; Stresses need to probe impact of shampoos, soaps, pharmaceuticals

The Toronto Star


Ontario must do more to investigate whether potentially dangerous chemicals in the water supply coming from everyday shampoos, soaps and pharmaceuticals pose a threat to people's health and the ecosystem, the province's environmental commissioner says. 

There is a pressing need for the province not just to monitor the spread of such chemicals, but to spend millions on research and get on top of the threat posed by pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs), Gord Miller said.

The chemicals, which are showing up in water around the world, come from farm activity, antibiotics or other discarded medication that is poured down the toilet or sink, medication found in human waste, and runoff from antibacterial soaps and shampoos.

They travel through the septic system and can make their way back into source and drinking water because sewage treatment plants aren't equipped to get rid of them.

In her recent annual report on Ontario's drinking water, Environment Minister Laurel Broten highlighted PPCPs as an emerging threat and said the province is doing a "survey" to find out how much of the chemicals are in the water.

But Miller - who warned about the threat of pharmaceuticals in his 2005 annual report - said that's not enough. The province should put millions into investigating the impact the chemicals are having on animals and their ecosystems to determine what they might do to humans, Miller said in an interview.

"We tend to focus primarily on human health," Miller said. "That's important, but the alarms go off too late if you're already poisoning people." It's a problem the province needs to get on top of, he added.

The threat is likely to grow, Miller said, as the population continues to increase, people use more medication and the baby boomers age.

Maureen Carter-Whitney, research director with the Canadian Institute for Environmental Law and Policy, said scientists are still trying to determine just what impact pharmaceutical chemicals can have on both humans and animals.

http://www.thestar.com/article/231788


6,000-year-old Arctic ponds drying out: TheStar.com - sciencetech - 6,000-year-old Arctic ponds drying out In Arctic, pools that burst into life during summer are drying up
By Peter Gorrie, The Toronto Star

Global warming is destroying ponds that have supported life in the Arctic for thousands of years – bad news for the North and an ominous warning to the rest of the world, says a new report by two Canadian scientists.
The small, shallow ponds on Ellesmere Island, high in Canada's Eastern Arctic, are drying up and could begin to release greenhouse gases that make the problem worse, says John Smol, a biologist at Queen's University in Kingston.

"What happens in the Arctic will affect us all, and not in good ways," says Smol, co-author of the report with Marianne Douglas of the University of Alberta in Edmonton. It is being published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Their findings are the latest in a series of troubling studies that show how global warming is transforming the Arctic. The region is heating up further and faster than any other place on Earth, and "it's the first to show signs of change," Smol says. It's like the canaries that were kept in mines to warn of bad air: "The canary is singing – it's coughing and choking."

The Eastern Arctic is dotted by thousands of ponds – some just 30 or 40 metres long. Until now, they've been locked in ice most of the year and survived the brief, cool summers, bursting into life during that short open spell.

Smol has been visiting 40 ponds since 1983 on Cape Herschel, on the east side of Ellesmere Island, and Douglas joined the research three years later. They've also studied fossils in the pond sediments dating back 5,000 years. The fossil record shows the ponds were stable until 100 years ago, when industrial pollution put enough carbon dioxide into the atmosphere to launch the warming process.

Until recently, the alterations were subtle. Photos taken by others in 1959 and 1973 show the ponds were full of water in midsummer. But the mix of microscopic life was changing – evidence of the impact of higher temperatures and an ice-free season that's at least a month longer than two decades ago.

In 2005 and again last year – the two hottest years on record in the Arctic – many ponds dried up completely. So, too, did much of the tundra around them: Moss that was wet in July can now be set on fire.

"A key `tipping point' has now been passed. Arctic ponds that were permanent water bodies for millennia are now ephemeral," the report states. "The ecological implications of these changes are likely severe and will cascade throughout the Arctic ecosystem."

The ponds are drying even though the past two summers were wetter than average, the report states. Increased evaporation caused by the warmer temperatures and reduced ice cover far outstripped the extra precipitation. The result is that temporary ponds have vanished, permanent ponds are now temporary and bigger lakes are shrinking.

The wet areas are full of algae and are breeding pools for insects – major foundations for the Arctic's fragile ecosystem. Although little is known about how the food chain operates, the loss of these areas is bound to have a major impact.

The potential impact on global warming, though, is clear. The algae consume and store carbon. Without them, it's no longer absorbed. And, if the dry tundra burns, carbon dioxide will be released, adding to the greenhouse effect.

The new report adds to the evidence of Arctic warming, with the threat Greenland's massive ice cap will melt, raising sea levels and flooding coastal areas around the globe, and altering ocean currents.

http://www.thestar.com/sciencetech/article/231781

Minnesota, other states take lead on climate: With Congress and Bush at odds on global warming, innovations are more local.

By Bill McAuliffe, Minneapolis Star Tribune

In the race among states to do something about the warming planet, Minnesota legislators this spring voted to reduce carbon dioxide pollution, ordered power companies to conserve more energy and adopted the nation's most aggressive goals for switching to wind power and other renewable energy.

But when it comes to tackling what Gov. Tim Pawlenty called a "huge and defining issue for our time," it's getting tough to stay ahead of the pack.

While Congress and the president remain at odds over global warming, at least 15 states have set goals to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, which are piped into the air from power plants and cars. Twenty-six states have established targets for getting power from renewable energy sources. And most have done so within the past year or two.

"It's gotten increasingly difficult to keep up with everything," said Pat Hogan, a fellow at the Pew Center on Global Change who specializes in state climate change initiatives.

California's Global Warming Solutions Act, signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in September, is regarded as the model.

That's because the state's long-range target is the nation's toughest and because California is the world's 10th-largest emitter of carbon dioxide, seen as the key cause of global warming.

Legislators and other observers argue that Minnesota has in some ways gone further than California by requiring that utilities produce 25 percent of their energy with renewable sources by 2025, and begin reducing their production by 1.5 percent annually put the state in the forefront of climate change mitigation.

Adam Schafer, executive director of the National Caucus of Environmental Legislators, 44 of whose 525 members are from Minnesota, said the state is a leader on the climate change issue.

"There are efforts on the East and West coasts that are comparable, but the fact that Minnesota has been able to be such a leader shows that this is not an East Coast/West Coast issue," Schafer said. "It's really getting to the heartland."

The measures that have passed so far in Minnesota are "heroic, marvelous and way too small" because they ask nothing specific of vehicle makers or drivers, said Sheldon Strom, executive director of the nonprofit Minnesota group Center for Energy and the Environment.

In some ways Minnesota's apparent aggressiveness on the issue is an accident of timing. The renewable energy standard and energy conservation measures have been around for years, but rode into law this year as global warming exploded as an issue, Strom said.

Strom and state Sen. Yvonne Prettner Solon, DFL-Duluth, who sponsored the major bill, said the 2006 election, along with Pawlenty's advocacy, was also key. Last November's election put control of both houses of the Legislature in DFL hands.

More proposals coming

Prettner Solon said she expects the advisory group to present proposals in the next legislative session for a carbon market, as well as measures that would affect fuel efficiency, agriculture, consumers and others.

John R. Christy, a professor and director of the Earth System Science Center at the University of Alabama at Huntsville, sees the states' initiatives as little more than politics.

"Legislators tend to respond to things that end up on the front pages of newspapers," he said. "You wouldn't be able to measure the impact on the climate of any of these initiatives I've seen."

Christy said the dynamics of climate change are so vast that individual states' measures would simply be overwhelmed by activities elsewhere in the world, particularly a likely expansion of energy use.

But Hogan noted that a variety of interests and political persuasions are finding common ground on the issue.

"States wouldn't be doing it if they didn't think the net benefits didn't outweigh the costs," he said. "In a lot of cases, states are realizing a lot of climate-friendly policies have a lot of co-benefits."

That also means state legislatures have developed new climate-change policies through bipartisanship -- neither of which has occurred at the federal level, Hogan noted. As happened on clean air issues, California and other states have taken a lead that the federal government may follow – or may not. States will be watching that issue, Hogan said, mindful that the federal government could seek to pre-empt state efforts on climate change as well.

States are also likely to combine for regional strategies, Hogan said. California is already part of the six-state Western Regional Climate Action Initiative; seven northeastern states have formed the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.

http://www.startribune.com/462/story/1279483.html

North American climate change pact urged                                          

By Renata D'Aliesio, Calgary Herald                                              

It may be time for Canada to initiate a North American climate change pact that would draw in the United States, one of the world's largest greenhouse gas producers, suggest Alberta government officials.

Canada could act as a "catalyst country" to get bigger emitters to sign on to a climate change deal with or without the United Nations. Moreover, "bilateral climate agreements between Canada, China, India and the U.S. should also be explored," say provincial government documents obtained by the Herald through access to information legislation.

"Be flexible in international approaches to ensure 'broadened participation,' " Alberta's top climate change officials advise Ottawa. "One size does not fit all."

Of the four countries, Canada is the only one that took on the Kyoto accord, negotiated through the United Nations.

The absence of the world's top greenhouse gas producers riled Alberta from the start. The provincial government contended its lucrative energy industry -- particularly its oilsands -- would suffer greatly if forced to make deep cuts in greenhouse gases without the U.S. on board.

But the Alberta Environment documents focusing on post-2012, when the Kyoto accord ends, also point to increasing concerns about the province's liability for energy exports heavy on greenhouse gas emissions.

"For Alberta, rising global (U.S. and China in particular) demand for oil from our oilsands and U.S. demand for natural gas are going to drive our GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions," senior provincial climate change adviser Don MacDonald writes after an address by former federal Environment Minister Rona Ambrose in Edmonton in May 2006.

"We will continue to be stuck with this liability if our U.S. and Chinese customers do not take on some kind of binding obligations re: GHGs," he adds. "This situation will get even worse. This continues to be an issue for energy development."

The partially censored documents highlight the province's eagerness to influence Canada's climate change policy.

Ottawa should make sure it has its climate change house in order before making any more international commitments, state October 2006 ministerial briefing notes prepared by Alberta Environment. The country should steer clear of "penultimate Cadillac" programs that can't be fulfilled, government officials say.

At the same time, the province is urging Ottawa to act, warning the impacts of global warming are already being felt across the country.

While Canada agreed under Kyoto to cut greenhouse gases to six per cent below 1990's level, a surging economy and political wrangling over climate change has contributed to ballooning emissions. The federal government estimates emissions rose to 775 million tonnes in 2006, 29 per cent higher than 1990.

"We need a clear federal plan that is long range, has achievable goals, is immune to changing governments, and one that builds on provincial, territorial and municipal efforts," Alberta government documents say.

There is a "growing sense of urgency. (We) may need to shift significant resources to this issue shortly."

Alberta Environment Minister Rob Renner said the documents do not reflect formal government policy, although he believes it's very important to get the United States, China and India into a climate change agreement, nor does he think it would hurt Ottawa to consider a North American climate change plan.

"It doesn't hurt to talk," Renner said.

But the provincial environment minister would not elaborate on Alberta's post-2012 climate change wish list.

"Before we start dictating what Canada should be doing, maybe we should finish the process that we've begun that will help us determine what Alberta is going to be doing."

The province is in the midst of retooling its climate change plan. A draft policy is expected this summer. The government's previous climate change plans, which date back to 1995, focused largely on encouraging voluntary changes and energy-saving initiatives within Alberta government buildings.

Legislation resulting from the 2002 strategy kicks in today.

Alberta's carbon emitting industries can start trading for carbon credits even though there's no registry established yet to register the trades and no finalized protocols for them, says Alberta Environment.

Industrial facilities producing more than 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases each will have until the start of the new year to reduce the intensity of their emissions by 12 per cent. If they can't, they'll be forced to buy carbon credits or pay into a technology fund.

The Alberta government expects the fund will accumulate more than $170 million in its first year because few facilities will be able to meet the new target. But possible technological saviours for Alberta's oilsands industries and coal power plants, which would see the bulk of carbon dioxide emissions captured, are pegged to cost billions of dollars.

Canada's oil lobby believes Alberta has drafted greenhouse gas targets that will serve as a model for other countries. The current version of the federal government's climate change plan requires mandatory cuts by industry by 2010. Both plans call for reductions in the intensity of emissions, not overall decreases.

"In many parts of the world you are going to see policies which are going to resemble Alberta's in many ways," said Pierre Alvarez, president of the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers.

"If you're going to bring in countries like China, India and Brazil, they have all said very clearly, because they are growing economies, (targets) have to be intensity based."

But the federal government's foot-dragging on climate change may hurt its ability to act as a "catalyst country" to bring the world's big emitters to the negotiating table, suggests Matthew Bramley of the Pembina Institute, an Alberta-based environmental think-tank. Any possible talks, Bramley adds, should not undermine the UN climate change process.

At a G-8 summit in Germany in June, the leaders committed to working within the United Nations on a plan to succeed Kyoto. Meanwhile, next month at a three amigos summit near Ottawa, climate change is expected to land on the agenda when Prime Minister Stephen Harper, U.S. President George W. Bush and Mexican President Felipe Calderon meet.

"For Canada to play a significant role in bringing countries together, I think it's going to have to take a significantly bolder position that's closer to what the science requires for us to avoid dangerous climate change," Bramley said.

"Bilateral agreements may have a helpful role to play as long as they are not seen as a replacement for an urgent agreement under the UN."

http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/news/story.html?id=a883bc37-3b98-4b8a-852a-301d8e5fefb4

Carbon backlash: coal divides corporations

By Steve James

NEW YORK (Reuters) - U.S. coal mining companies, which for years have been branded the bad guys of global warming, are fighting back.

They are questioning not only the science but also the motives of some of the big-name corporations who have made well-publicized commitments to cleaning up their act.

At a recent industry conference in New York, Arch Coal (ACI.N: Quote, Profile, Research), one of America's "Big Four" producers, stressed the need for research and investment in "clean coal" technology that would allow the country to utilize its abundant reserves while weaning itself off foreign oil.

"If we want to address climate concerns, we need to invest more heavily in coal -- not less," Chief Executive Steven Leer told the McCloskey Coal USA conference.

"We cannot reduce foreign oil dependence without increased coal use," he said. "Debate can help advance clean-coal technology investment."

A more outspoken executive, Robert Murray, chairman and chief executive of Murray Energy Corp., warned the coal industry could collapse with the loss of 3 million to 4 million jobs if carbon dioxide emission controls are introduced.

He has even put his money where his mouth is by refusing to do business with Caterpillar Inc. (CAT.N: Quote, Profile, Research) -- a manufacturer of the very mining equipment his company needs.

"There are a number of companies that are promoting constraints on coal use to achieve greater profits and/or competitive advantages," Murray said at the coal conference.

He branded more than 20 major corporations that make up the U.S. Climate Action Partnership (USCAP) "un-American" for allying with environmental groups he calls "enemies of coal."

USCAP, which backs moves to cap carbon dioxide emissions, includes Caterpillar, General Electric Co. (GE.N: Quote, Profile, Research), Dupont Co (DD.N: Quote, Profile, Research), AIG (AIG.N: Quote, Profile, Research), General Motors (GM.N: Quote, Profile, Research), Dow Chemical Co (DOW.N: Quote, Profile, Research), Johnson & Johnson (JNJ.N: Quote, Profile, Research), Pepsico Inc. (PEP.N: Quote, Profile, Research), Alcoa Inc. (AA.N: Quote, Profile, Research) and ConocoPhillips (COP.N: Quote, Profile, Research).

"I've been trying to get their attention," Murray said. "(CEO) Jeffrey Immelt of GE and I debated this for about 45 minutes, but I didn't convince him of anything because he sells windmills ... he wants to see the global warming come along."

There was no immediate comment from GE. Caterpillar said that while it would not debate the science, it believes it is incumbent on industry to reduce emissions.

"Knowing this debate is going to get under way in earnest we're here to protect the interests of our customers, particularly coal," the truck and tractor maker said in a statement. "We can be more effective protecting those interests by supporting a single national mandate ..."

Congress is considering several bills that aim to fight global warming by putting tough limits on greenhouse gases. Supporters say the bills would provide incentives for companies to invest in technology to cut emissions.

Murray, whose private company produces about 30 million tons of coal per year, has formed the Coal-based Stakeholders Chief Executive Officers Group, comprising CEOs of railroads, some coal companies and utilities. It opposes so-called "cap and trade" regulations, arguing that caps on emissions will devastate the U.S. coal industry which fuels about 50 percent of the country's electricity generation.

Murray said he sent Caterpillar CEO Jim Owens a letter a few months ago telling him he would no longer do business with him - a decision he said will result in the loss of millions of dollars in business to Caterpillar.

He also pointed out power company Exelon Corp's (EXC.N: Quote, Profile, Research) John Rowe, as "one of the biggest enemies of coal for decades because he's got nuclear."

Chicago-based Exelon, which is not a member of USCAP, said in a statement that Rowe is "a leading proponent of moderate and thoughtful climate change legislation that preserves all technological alternatives."

He co-chairs the National Commission on Energy Policy, which has advocated for a variety of technologies to address climate change, including clean coal and carbon sequestration. "And certainly John is an advocate for nuclear power."

USCAP includes six environmental groups, including the Natural Resources Defense Council, whose climate expert, David Hawkins said that getting big-name companies to join was crucial to achieving its aims.

"They put the issue on the radar screens of many more members of Congress who no longer see it as an issue that environmental groups are exaggerating.

"These companies validate the seriousness of the issue," he told Reuters. Hawkins said there was "a serious shot of legislation being enacted in this Congress and signed by this president."

http://www.reuters.com/article/ousiv/idUSN0143300420070701
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UNEP or UN in the news

Scoop, New Zealand : China Closes Ozone Depleting Plants

Wednesday, 4 July 2007, 9:24 am

Press Release: United Nations  

China Closes Ozone Depleting Chemical Plants as Part of UN Initiative

New York, Jul 3 2007 9:00AM

China, the world's largest producer of chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and halon, has shut down five of its six remaining plants as part of international efforts to phase-out the two ozone depleting chemicals, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

The facilities were closed during a symbolic ceremony on Sunday organized by Chinese authorities in recognition of chemical companies' efforts to stop manufacturing products that harm the ozone layer and as part of UNEP's "Remembering Our Future" initiative. 

With Sunday's action, the country is two and a half years ahead of the 2010 deadline imposed b the Montreal Protocol, which regulates levels of ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere. A weakened Ozone layer allows for dangerous ultraviolet radiation with harmful health effects, and UNEP estimates that without the Protocol, there could have been up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts. 

The shut down of the five facilities, in Chiangshou City, near Shanghai, will bring China's production of CFCs to just about 550 metric tons, down from 55,000 metric tons at its peak in 1998, UNEP said. 

China became the largest producer of ozone depleting chemicals following the shut down of plants producing these chemicals in developed countries in 1996. The closure of the Chinese plants now puts India and South Korea as leading producers of the two ozone depleting chemicals in Asia Pacific, the agency said. 

"With more than 95% of the ozone depleting substances being phased out, the Protocol is among the great success stories of recent years," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. "This success underlines how, with political will, creative financing mechanisms and the support for industry and NGOs, the international community can rise to the challenge of sustainable development." 

Under the Montreal Protocol ozone depleting chemicals are being successfully ph Protocol's Multilateral Fund, which has financed activities in 140 developing countries, according to UNEP. Ozone chemicals like CFCs and halon have been phased out in developed countries by 1996 except for small essential uses. By 2010, production of ozone depleting substances will be banned in developing countries, including countries in Asia and the Pacific. ENDS

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0707/S00041.htm 
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UN News Centre : China closes ozone depleting chemical plants as part of UN initiative

3 July 2007 – China, the world’s largest producer of chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and halon, has shut down five of its six remaining plants as part of international efforts to phase-out the two ozone depleting chemicals, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

The facilities were closed during a symbolic ceremony on Sunday organized by Chinese authorities in recognition of chemical companies’ efforts to stop manufacturing products that harm the ozone layer and as part of UNEP’s “Remembering Our Future” initiative. 

With Sunday’s action, the country is two and a half years ahead of the 2010 deadline imposed b the Montreal Protocol, which regulates levels of ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere. A weakened Ozone layer allows for dangerous ultraviolet radiation with harmful health effects, and UNEP estimates that without the Protocol, there could have been up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts. 

The shut down of the five facilities, in Chiangshou City, near Shanghai, will bring China’s production of CFCs to just about 550 metric tons, down from 55,000 metric tons at its peak in 1998, UNEP said. 

China became the largest producer of ozone depleting chemicals following the shut down of plants producing these chemicals in developed countries in 1996. The closure of the Chinese plants now puts India and South Korea as leading producers of the two ozone depleting chemicals in Asia Pacific, the agency said. 

“With more t 95 per cent of the ozone depleting substances being phased out, the Protocol is among the great success stories of recent years,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. “This success underlines how, with political will, creative financing mechanisms and the support for industry and NGOs, the international community can rise to the challenge of sustainable development.” 

Under the Montreal Protocol ozone depleting chemicals are being successfully phased out worldwide with assistance from the Montreal Protocol’s Multilateral Fund, which has financed activities in 140 developing countries, according to UNEP. Ozone chemicals like CFCs and halon have been phased out in developed countries by 1996 except for small essential uses. By 2010, production of ozone depleting substances will be banned in developing countries, including countries in Asia and the Pacific.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=23121&Cr=ozone&Cr1= 
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China Economic Net: Final six CFC plants close 

Last Updated(Beijing Time):2007-07-03 09:12 

As one of the world's largest producers of two ozone-depleting chemicals, China has honored its promise to phase out the substances ahead of schedule by banning the production and import of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and halon. 

The remaining six factories involved in the production of CFCs agreed to ceased operations from Sunday, marking the end of the manufacture of ozone depleting substances (ODS) in the country. 

The move put China two-and-a-half years ahead of the Montreal Protocol's 2010 deadline for the phase-out of CFC and halon. 

As the biggest producer and consumer of CFCs and halon among developing nations, China has disposed of about 100,000 tons of CFCs and about 80,000 tons of halon since it signed up to the Montreal Protocol in 1991, said Zhang Lijun, vice-minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA). 

At the end of last month, eight industries involved in the use and production of CFCs and halon had banned the two substances. 

The final six factories producing CFCs - two in Jiangsu and four in Zhejiang - agreed to stop production in a deal with the SEPA in Changshu in East China's Jiangsu Province on Saturday. 

"The closure of these plants demonstrates China's continued commitment to meet its obligations under the treaty to phase out these chemicals," Zhang said. 

"Industry and consumers both here and in Asia Pacific must realize that there will soon be significant reductions in ozone depleting chemicals and that we should be prepared for the changes that are to come." 

Katherine Sierra, vice-president for sustainable development at the World Bank, said: "Action taken by China today will contribute significantly to global efforts to avert a catastrophic impact on humans and the ecosystem." 

Without the Montreal Protocol, levels of ozone depleting substances in the atmosphere would have increased tenfold by 2050, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

It could have led to up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts, the UNEP said. 

Research carried out this year has shown the phase-outs are having a positive impact including on climate change, it said. 

CFCs are used in refrigerators and air conditioners, while halon is found in fire extinguishers. The two have been identified as the main substances damaging the earth's ozone layer. 

Ozone shields the planet from the sun's harmful ultraviolet-B radiation. It also completely screens out lethal UV-C radiation. 

Under the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, which was signed by 24 nations in 1987, developed countries agreed to phase out the chemicals by January 1, 2005, while developing countries have a January 1, 2015, deadline. 

China signed the protocol in 1991 and pledged to phase out major ODS production and consumption by 2010. 

http://en.ce.cn/National/environment/200707/03/t20070703_12037465.shtml 
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Philippines Star : Bird flu in Asia still high risk says WHO official

Tuesday, July 3, 2007 08:16 PM

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) - Asian countries must remain vigilant against deadly bird flu since it is still rampant in the region, a top UN health agency official said on Tuesday. 

"I think countries in this part of the world have done a lot to fight the virus. But in spite of it, the virus is still circulating," said Shigeru Omi, WHO's regional director for the Western Pacific. 

"This is the challenge. We remain concerned. We must avoid human transmission," he told reporters at the sidelines of a four-day conference on the impact of climate change and health in Southeast and East Asian countries. 

Omi urged authorities in the region to remain alert and prepared even though the H5N1 virus had not advanced to human to human transmission. 

"It is important we keep vigilant," he said. 

Omi said education and paying of compensation for culled chickens were key in the fight against the virus.

http://www.philstar.com/index.php?News%20Flash&p=54&type=2&sec=91&aid=2007070358 

General Environment News

CCTV, China : ODs production & import ban

WATCH VIDEOSource: CCTV.com

07-03-2007 15:43

 If your air-conditioner is not cool enough, add some freon to it. This may have been the case a couple of years ago but since July 1st, the production and import of freon and halon in China is banned. The reason for the prohibition is simple: they damage the ozone layer. 

In the 1930's, US-based DuPont Company created a kind of Freon called CFCs. For decades, we have been using it as an agent in many ways. But mainly we use it to cool us down. However, it has caused a serious problem. 

Zhang Chaohui, vice secretary of CRAA said: "The ozone layer prevents us from being harmed by ultraviolet radiation. But the emission of Freon, damages the ozone layer and so poses a great threat to human beings and animals." 

For this reason, the Montreal Protocol was passed in 1987. China joined the protocol in 1991. China made a commitment to the world that it would stop the production and import of two depleting substances, CFCs and halon by 2010. Now China has honored its promise to phase out the substances two and half years ahead of schedule. 

http://www.cctv.com/program/bizchina/20070703/105459.shtml 
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The New Nation, Bangladesh : Asia-Pacific countries see effects of climate change

By AP, Kuala Lumpur

Tue, 3 Jul 2007, 12:39:00

Rising temperatures are causing more landslides in Nepal, dengue fever cases in Indonesia and flooding in India, threatening to put an even greater strain on health systems across the Asia-Pacific region.

Health officials from more than a dozen countries, ranging from tiny Maldives to China, met Tuesday in Malaysia to outline health problems they are experiencing related to rising temperatures. They discussed ways to work together to limit the impact in a region expected to be hit hard by flooding, drought, heat waves, and mosquito- and waterborne diseases. The World Health Organization estimates climate change has already directly or indirectly killed more than 1 million people globally since 2000. More than half of those deaths have occurred in Asia Pacific, the world's most populous region. Those figures do not include deaths linked to urban air pollution, which kills about 800,000 worldwide each year, according to WHO.

"We're not going to have a magic bullet to fix climate change in the next 50 years. We need to motivate an awful lot of people to change their behavior in a lot of different ways," said Kristie Ebi of WHO's Global Environmental Change unit, a lead author of the health chapter in a report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a U.N. network of 2,000 scientists.

Ebi said health officials are about a decade behind other sectors, such as water and agriculture, in taking a look at what climate change could mean and how to deal with it. She said countries seeing the effects firsthand are now starting to realize that any problems with air, water or food will directly affect people's health. The poorest countries in Asia and Africa are expected to suffer the most.

Scientists have predicted droughts will lower crop yields and raise malnutrition in some areas, dust storms and wildfires will boost respiratory illnesses, and flooding from severe storms will increase deaths by drowning, injuries and diseases such as diarrhea.

http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_37297.shtml 
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Bangkok Post : Scientists find largest colony of rare monkeys in Vietnam

July 4, 2007

BANGKOK, Thailand: The largest known population of rare gray-shanked doucs has been discovered in a remote part of Vietnam, raising the chances that the endangered monkeys can be saved from extinction, scientists said yesterday.

Considered one of the world's 25 most endangered primates, the species has only been recorded in the five central Vietnamese provinces. Fewer than 1,000 are believed to still exist, and until now, only one other population with more than 100 animals was known.

"This is an exciting and important discovery because of the large size of the population," said Barney Long, a conservation biologist with the World Wide Fund for Nature's Vietnam program.

"This indicates that the population has not been impacted by hunting like all other known populations of the species." Three surveys since 2005 by WWF and Conservation International in Que Phuoc Commune in Quang Nam province recorded at least 116 animals, with an estimated population of over 180 individuals. To date, only a small part of the area has been surveyed, meaning significantly more doucs may live in the adjacent forest.

"To put it into a human perspective, this discovery is like finding a new country with over one billion people in it," said Ben Rawson, for Conservation International's Indo-Burma programme. 

Mr Long said WWF has done a feasibility study of the 54,000-hectare (133,435-acre) area in Quang Nam province where the monkeys were found. It has recommended the area be turned into a species and habitat-protected area that would ban hunting and prevent forests from being converted into plantations. AP

…………………………………………

Viet Nam News :  Ha Noi residents prepare for experiment in recycling

(27-06-2007)

HA NOI — Viet Nam’s newest attempt at household recycling kicks off next week in Ha Noi amid hopes the model will spread across the country.

Following six months of planning, residents in the capital’s Phan Chu Trinh Ward will start separating their trash into three categories – organic, recyclables and inorganic waste – on July 1.

"Waste separation at source turns out to be easy," said Dinh Van Ha, who will take part in the pilot project and received instructions on recycling.

"More than that, it is very good for the environment. I think if each household does it seriously, the city’s environment will definitely improve."

The programme is funded by the Japan International Co-operation Agency (JICA). Officials there hope recycling will help Ha Noi cut down on the almost 3,000 tonnes of trash the city generates each day. According to estimates from the municipal Department of Transport and Public Works, only about 20 per cent of the trash is recycled.

Households and offices in Phan Chu Trinh will have to separate their waste into organics (food), recyclables (paper, glass, plastic, aluminium and steel) and inorganic waste (earth, brick, stone and ceramics.)

Instead of throwing waste onto the streets and sidewalks, residents will be asked to dump their sorted trash at one of 38 locations around the ward. Each gathering site will have two bins, one orange and other green,

Waste collection will last four hours, instead of the current system where trash collectors ring a bell as they pass by. Programme organisers hope this will be more efficient.

Officials are also encouraging households to use cloth shopping bags, rather than plastic ones, to help cut down on inorganic waste.

After Phan Chu Trinh Ward, the model will be applied to Ha Noi’s Nguyen Du Ward in August, say officials.

Waste separation at source is the first and the most important part of the equation as it’s much easier and cheaper than dividing rubbish at landfills, according to JICA expert Hisashi Yamauchi. — VNS

http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=03ENV270607 

ROWA Brief: 4 July 2007

Jordan

Live earth, deaf to reality

The organisers of next Saturday’s Live Earth concerts hope that the entire world will hear a crystal clear message: climate change is the most critical threat facing the planet. Planned by former US vice president Al Gore, Live Earth will be the biggest, most mass-marketed show of celebrity activism in history.

But making global warming the world’s top priority means that we shuffle other major challenges down our “to do” list. Some climate change activists actually acknowledge this: Australian author Tim Flannery recently told an interviewer that climate change is “the only issue we should worry about for the next decade”.

Tell that to the four million people starving to death, to the three million victims of HIV/AIDS, or to the billions of people who lack access to clean drinking water.

Human-caused climate change deserves attention — and it has gotten it, thanks to Gore, Flannery, and others. Even before a single note has been played in the “awareness-raising” concerts, much of the developed world believes that global warming is the planet’s biggest problem.

Yet, the world faces many other vast challenges. Whether we like it or not, we have limited money and a limited attention span for global causes. We should focus first on achieving the most good for the most people.

The Copenhagen Consensus project brought together top-class thinkers, including four Nobel laureate economists, to examine what we could achieve with a $50 billion investment designed to “do good” for the planet.

They examined the best research available and concluded that projects requiring a relatively small investment — getting micronutrients to those suffering from malnutrition, providing more resources for HIV/AIDS prevention, making a proper effort to get drinking water to those who lack it — would do far more good than the billions of dollars we could spend reducing carbon emissions to combat climate change.

Carbon reduction activists argue that focusing exclusively on climate change will bring many benefits. They point out, for example, that malaria deaths will climb along with temperatures, because potentially killer mosquitoes thrive in warmer areas. And they would be right. But it’s not as simple as the bumper sticker slogan “Fight climate change and ward off malaria”.

If America and Australia are somehow inspired by the Live Earth concerts to sign the Kyoto Protocol, temperatures would rise by slightly less. The number of people at risk of malaria would be reduced by about 0.2 per cent by 2085. Yet, the cost of the Kyoto Protocol would be a staggering $180 billion a year. In other words, climate change campaigners believe we should spend $180 billion to save just 1,000 lives a year.

For much less money, we could save 850,000 lives each and every year. We know that dissemination of mosquito nets and malaria prevention programmes could cut malaria incidence in half by 2015 for about $3 billion annually — less than 2 per cent of the cost of Kyoto. The choice is stark.

Some will argue that the real problem is that the Kyoto Protocol isn’t strong enough. But, as I point out in my forthcoming book “Cool It”, even if we could stop global warming right now — which is impossible — we could reduce malaria infections by only 3.2 per cent by 2085. Should we not worry more about the 100 per cent infected now, whom we can help much better, more cheaply, and with much greater effect?

When we look at the evidence, we discover again and again that the best solutions to the world’s biggest challenges aren’t the ones we hear about the most. We could save many more lives during extreme weather events, for example, by insisting on hurricane-resistant building standards than we would by committing to Live Earth’s target of a 90 per cent reduction in carbon emissions by 2050. This would be easier, much less costly, and ultimately do far more good. Indeed, the Copenhagen Consensus experts discovered that for every dollar invested in Kyoto-style battling climate change, we could do up to 120 times more good with in numerous other areas.

It’s honourable that the Live Earth organisers are so concerned about the far-off future, but you have to wonder why there is so little concern about the much-worse present.

I don’t want to stop anyone from caring about climate change, only to encourage a sense of perspective. There is a massive amount of good that we can do through practical, affordable approaches like HIV/AIDS education, malaria prevention, and the provision of micro-nutrients or clean water.

This is the message I would like to ring out: we should focus on the best ideas first. This Saturday, unfortunately, that is not what we’ll hear.

 

The writer is the organiser of Copenhagen Consensus, adjunct professor at the Copenhagen Business School, and author of “Cool It” and “The Sceptical Environmentalist”. ©Project Syndicate, 2007. www.project-syndicate.org

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/opinion/opinion4.htm
________________________________________________

Oman

Sur beach cleaning tomorrow

MUSCAT — The Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources will organised a national campaign for the cleaning of beaches in Wilayat Sur tomorrow. The campaign will see the participation of government and military departments and private organisations. The campaign, which includes the removal of debris left behind by Cyclone Gonu, is in complementation of a national programme for the cleanliness and sanitation of the environment.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
________________________________________________________________________
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Afghanistan’s ‘long night of injustice’ nearing its end – Ban Ki-moon 

3 July - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged Afghanistan’s partners to join hands with the fledgling democracy as it attempts to establish the foundations of law and order following decades of conflict, declaring that the country’s “long night of injustice is nearing its end.” 

“Now we must herald the rule of law, and the era of the Afghan citizen,” Mr. Ban stated in his address to an international conference on justice and rule of law in Afghanistan taking place in Rome. 

Recalling his surprise visit to Afghanistan last Friday, during which he met with the country’s top officials, Mr. Ban said he was “heartened and moved” by their commitment and courage, but also shared their profound concern over the challenges still confronting the war-torn nation. 

Decades of conflict had left a devastating mark, Mr. Ban noted. “Institutions were destroyed, authority was divorced from legitimacy, and rule of law flowed from little more than the barrel of a gun.” 

Mr. Ban hoped the conference would result in the establishment of an Afghan-led monitoring and evaluation system for the justice sector. 

“Much rests on the success of this conference,” he added, noting that the ability of the nascent State to define laws covering domestic, criminal, land, tax, contract and commercial issues will determine the shape of Afghan society for decades to come. “These codes will be the source of justice in a land that has for too long suffered from its absence.” 

Key to heralding a new era in the Afghan justice system, he said, are aligning the efforts of Afghanistan’s partners with those of the country’s own vision and national traditions. Also crucial were credible Afghan institutions for fostering the rule of law and political will on the part of the nation’s leaders. 

Mr. Ban also hailed the work of one of Afghanistan’s youngest national institutions, the Independent Human Rights Commission, which had rapidly become the nation’s “voice of conscience.” 

“Its documentation of human rights abuses ensures that past crimes will not be forgotten. Its promotion of human rights norms brings us ever closer to a day when the law is Afghanistan’s one and only authority,” he stated. 

The Commission has also documented instances of civilian casualties resulting from the operation of international forces. Mr. Ban stressed that in countering the anti-Government insurgency that has been plaguing the country for some time, Afghan and international forces must act strictly in accordance with international humanitarian law. 

“However difficult this may prove against a shadowy and unscrupulous adversary, we simply cannot hide from the reality that civilian casualties, no matter how accidental, strengthen our enemies and undermine our efforts.” 

Mr. Ban highlighted the need to “do better by Afghanistan’s women,” who suffer disproportionately from a failing justice system, declaring that “justice denied to Afghanistan’s women is justice denied to all Afghans.” 

In recent weeks, Afghanistan has witnessed a string of attacks which constitute some of the worst violence since the fall of the Taliban in 2001, including shootings outside a girls’ school and the murder of prominent female Afghan journalists. 

“Those who kill or debase women simply because they dare speak their mind, or demand their rights, must find no quarter in a just and free Afghanistan.” 

Noting that Afghanistan faces real challenges with no immediate solutions, Mr. Ban urged patience as the country emerges from the “shadows of despair” following decades of conflict and travels down the difficult road to peace and prosperity. 

The high toll on civilians was among the topics discussed by Mr. Ban in his meeting with Afghan President Hamid Karzai today in the margins of the conference, his spokesperson told reporters in New York. 

The issue was also raised during the Secretary-General’s meetings with Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi, Foreign Minister Massimo D’Alema and NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer. 

During those meetings, Mr. Ban also discussed the importance of reinforcing international partnership to rebuild Afghanistan’s institutions, as well as the need for transparency, accountability and political will on the part of the Afghan Government to uproot corruption. 

The Secretary-General is expected to hold a joint press conference today in Rome with President Karzai and Foreign Minister D’Alema. He is expected in Turin tomorrow to visit the United Nations Staff College, before returning to Geneva, according to his spokesperson. 

Security Council urges opposing Central African groups to hold dialogue 

3 July - The Security Council today called on authorities in the Central African Republic (CAR) to hold a dialogue with the country’s opposition forces and civil society groups amid mounting concern at the continuing violence and instability in the impoverished country. 

Council members, who heard a briefing from Lamine Cissé, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative and the head of the UN Peacebuilding Support Office in the country (BONUCA), also said they remain willing to consider deploying a multi-dimensional UN mission to the northeast of the CAR and to neighbouring Chad. 

In a statement to the press, Ambassador Wang Guangya of China, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency this month, said the 15-member panel was encouraging dialogue between the Government and others to try to consolidate peace and stability in the country. 

“They encouraged the Government to continue its discussions with rebel groups in order to restore security to the whole territory, and called on these groups to act in accordance with the constitutional and legal framework by giving up any armed activity,” he said. 

The security situation has been worst in recent months in the northwest and northeast, where fighting has forced an estimated 200,000 people to become internally displaced and thousands of others to flee to Chad or Cameroon as refugees. 

In his most recent report on the work of BONUCA, the Secretary-General called the situation in the country extremely precarious, citing deteriorating humanitarian conditions, repeated violations of human rights, a culture of impunity, a lack of dialogue and tolerance between opposing groups, and persistent poverty and corruption. 

Today’s statement called on Central African authorities to tackle impunity and expressed serious concern at the human rights situation and reports that Government forces have used disproportionate force in their fight against rebels. 

The statement condemned the human rights and international humanitarian law violations by both sides in the conflict, and noted the continuing activities of armed bandits as well. 

But it voiced appreciation for the efforts of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa, which has deployed a multinational force in the CAR, as well as to the African Union and the European Union for maintaining their political and financial support. 

The CAR is one of the poorest countries in the world, and the Council statement said the Government and its international partners must intensify their efforts to fight poverty and promote sustainable economic development. 

Guatemala should act on proposed body to probe armed groups – Ban Ki-moon 

3 July - With talks underway in Guatemala’s Congress on a proposed independent body to investigate illegal armed groups, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today voiced hope that the country will take “this important opportunity” to fight impunity. 

Under a December 2006 agreement between the Government and the UN, the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (to be known as CICIG, its Spanish acronym) will have an initial mandate of two years, pending approval by the Congress. 

Mr. Ban hopes that Guatemala “will seize this important opportunity to use international assistance to strengthen its national judicial institutions in the fight against impunity in a way that is fully respectful of Guatemalan sovereignty,” said his spokesperson in a statement. 

“The Secretary-General wishes to emphasize that safeguarding public security and solidifying the rule of law are not challenges unique to Guatemala, but shared by many other countries emerging from conflict,” the statement added. 

The Commission will be able to conduct its own investigations and also help local institutions, particularly the Office of the Public Prosecutor. While it will be an independent, non-UN body, its commissioner will be appointed by the Secretary-General and report periodically to him. 

One of its tasks is to recommend public policies and any legal or institutional measures for eradicating the illegal armed groups and preventing their re-emergence. The costs are expected to be borne by voluntary contributions from the international community. 

UN, African Union officials meet with non-signatories to Darfur peace accord 

3 July - Senior officials from the United Nations and the African Union (AU) have met with the non-signatories to the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) to discuss next steps in the political process aimed at ending hostilities in the strife-torn region of Sudan, the UN Mission in the country said today. 

Over the past week, the UN-AU Joint Mediation Support Team, led by the UN’s Pekka Haavisto and the AU’s Sam Ibok, has held talks with groups based in North Darfur and in Asmara, according to the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS). 

The DPA, which covers security, wealth-sharing and power-sharing, was signed in May 2006 between the Sudanese Government and part of the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) with the aim of ending the fierce fighting in Darfur. 

The team met with Eritrean officials in Asmara to discuss the next steps of the political process as outlined in the road map presented by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s envoy, Jan Eliasson, which calls on all parties to cease hostilities and prepare for forthcoming negotiations. 

Together with Eritrean officials, the team also met with First Vice President Salva Kiir in Juba in southern Sudan on 2 July to discuss the role of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) in the political process. 

Mr. Ban has said there are four main tracks in which the UN is addressing the Darfur crisis: humanitarian, political, peacekeeping and development. 

At a press conference in Geneva yesterday, he called for stepping up the political process, which includes implementing existing agreements. 

On the planned UN-AU hybrid peacekeeping operation, he said, “the people in Darfur have suffered too much and the international community has waited too long. It is now high time for us to take necessary action and I hope that the Sudanese Government will implement faithfully the commitment they have made.” 

Meanwhile in Accra, Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro said on Monday that attention must be paid not only to fighters but also civic players in Darfur. “Apart from the factions, there is also a need to be more inclusive,” she told reporters. “There are women’s groups and there are other civil society organizations and these have to be part” of the solution. 

“This is a process that will take a bit of time but the two envoys have clearly set up a road map which we think is going fine and the United Nations is very much part of the support,” she said. 

African crises set to top Security Council agenda this month 

3 July - The crises and conflicts in Africa and the Middle East are expected to dominate the agenda at the Security Council this month, its President for July, Ambassador Wang Guangya of China, said today. 

Briefing journalists on the Council’s programme of work, Mr. Wang noted that more than 50 per cent of the items on the provisional agenda related to Africa, from Sudan’s Darfur region and Somalia in the east to Guinea-Bissau and Côte d’Ivoire in the west to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in the central south. 

The report of last month’s Council mission to Africa is also scheduled to be formally debated late next week. 

In response to questions from reporters, Mr. Wang said some Council members were working on drafting an enabling resolution to authorize the establishment of the proposed hybrid African Union-UN peacekeeping force in Darfur, where more than 200,000 people have been killed since 2003. 

The Sudanese Government indicated last month, after earlier reservations, that it unconditionally accepted the deployment of the hybrid force to take over from the existing but under-resourced AU Mission in Sudan (AMIS). 

Turning to the Middle East, the Council will hold briefings and consultations on the situation in Lebanon and the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. The discussions will cover the report of the Lebanon Independent Border Assessment Team, which has been tasked with monitoring the border with Syria for possible illegal movements of arms. 

UN agencies deploy emergency team to flood-hit parts of Pakistan 

3 July - A five member United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team is being deployed to Pakistan in the wake of the severe flooding and cyclone Yemyin that have affected the country in recent days. 

“The Government of Pakistan is doing everything possible to provide aid under extremely challenging circumstances,” said John Homes, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator. “The United Nations is ready to supplement their efforts as required, as are non-governmental organizations (NGOs).” 

In addition to sending the UNDAC team, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), through its regional office in Bangkok, will deploy two more staff on 5 July to support the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in Pakistan. 

OCHA also released an emergency cash grant of $100,000 for local procurement of emergency relief. 

Some 12 helicopters are being mobilized in the areas of Balochistan and Sindh, where flooding has already driven some 250,000 from their homes and affected more than 1.5 million people overall, after the authorities requested additional helicopters to distribute highest priority supplies – shelter and potable water – to affected areas. 

In response to calls for other emergency medicines and supplies in order to prevent an epidemic outbreak, several UN relief agencies, including the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) are gearing up their activities in parallel to NGO mobilizations, providing tents, blankets, emergency medicine kits, and water purification tablets. A convoy of relief items from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) with 270 tents and 100 quilts left Quetta, the capital of the Balochistan, on 30 June. 

UNHCR is also rushing 15 tons of emergency supplies to thousands of Afghan refugees and surrounding communities in south-western Balochistan. 

UN outlaws use of rubber bullets in Kosovo and consults on possible wider ban 

3 July - The United Nations Police chief in Kosovo has banned the use of rubber bullets by any police unit in the UN-run province, he said today, adding that Member States who contribute officers are also being consulted about outlawing their use in all other peacekeeping operations. 

Police Commissioner Richard Monk’s remarks follow the deaths in February of two protesters who were killed when members of a Romanian Formed Police Unit (FPU) fired rubber bullets. His comments also come a day after a UN official investigating the deaths called for a “thorough review” of the use of rubber bullets. 

“As regards the rubber bullets themselves, shortly after my arrival, I sent to UN Headquarters in New York a request that rubber bullets be withdrawn from the armoury of any state supplying Formed Police Units (FPU) to Kosovo,” Mr. Monk told a press conference organized by the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

“And I received notification from New York that all police contributing nations are being consulted with a view to banning their use in peacekeeping missions. I also directed that all out-of-date rubber bullets be returned to their respective state or destroyed and I have prohibited the carriage or use of rubber bullets by any police unit in Kosovo for whatever purpose.” 

Mr. Monk took over in Kosovo in early March after his predecessor was asked to resign following the deaths, and he told reporters today that after his arrival he instituted a “bottom to top review” of UN and Kosovo Police Services (KPS) policies, procedures and tactics for dealing with crowd and riot control. 

In his press conference yesterday, UNMIK’s Acting Director of Justice Robert Dean told journalists that the experience of the UN Police during the demonstration on 10 February this year showed a “thorough review” was warranted. In addition, Mr. Dean’s just-completed second report into the deaths includes six other conclusions and recommendations. 

Mr. Monk said he accepted all the findings related to the February events, adding that most of the recommendations have already been implemented and emphasizing that “police should use only the minimum level of force necessary to overcome the threat or use of force against them or the person they are defending.” 

“I accept without qualification the recommendations of the Special Prosecutor and I am grateful for the findings of the all the other pieces of work. I am pleased to say that most of the recommendations have already been implemented into Kosovo Police Service Operations Planning and applied in the last three public protest marches,” he said. 

Ex-militia members in DR Congo’s Ituri district to begin demobilizing – UN 

3 July - The disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme for former members of three militia groups in the volatile Ituri district of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) will start next week, the United Nations peacekeeping mission to the country (MONUC) has announced. 

Under the scheme, to be run by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), about 4,500 ex-combatants from the militias will be registered, asked to hand over their arms and then given assistance to reintegrate into either civilian life or the national armed forces. 

UNDP expects that about 70 per cent of the combatants – from the militias Mouvement Revolutionnaire Congolais (MRC), the Front de Résistance Patriotique de l’Ituri (FRPI) and the Front des Nationalistes et Intégrationnistes (FNI) – will choose civilian life, while 30 per cent will retrain for the new integrated brigades of the armed forces. 

Two transit sites will be opened before the end of this month in the cities of Bunia and Kpandroma to handle the demobilization process, and they will operate for six weeks before closing so that community reconstruction service programmes can then begin for the reintegrating ex-combatants. 

The entire $2.5 million programme, which is being funded by UNDP along with Sweden, Ireland, Japan, Norway and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), will run for just over three months in Ituri, located in the far northeast of the DRC. 

Combatants rejoining civilian life will receive $110 to help with transport costs and an entry card into the community reconstruction service, which will allow them to work on manual labour projects such as the rehabilitation of roads, schools and sanitary systems for $2 a day for up to 90 days. If they want to set up their own business, they will be given access to microfinance through local non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

Former militia members wanting to enter the integrated armed forces will be transported to the city of Kisangani for training before they can enter the brigades. 

UN agencies seek funds to help hungry refugee children in Kenya 

3 July - Three United Nations agencies today sought $32 million from donors to help cut malnutrition rates which they warned have reached “crisis levels” among children under five living in refugee camps in Kenya. 

A total of 237,000 refugees, mostly Somalis and Sudanese, live in camps at Dadaab and Kakuma, where the acute malnutrition rate among children under five years of age is above the emergency level of 15 per cent, according to a news release from the UN World Food Programme (WFP), which is launching the appeal with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

“One in every five children under the age of five is so malnourished that they need special care, and some of them will die. This can’t go on,” said Marian Read, WFP deputy country director. 

The UN agencies said the high rates of malnutrition persisted despite the fact that over the past two years WFP has provided 95 per cent of the general food distribution ration for refugees to meet the recommended minimum energy requirement of 2,100 kilocalories per person per day. 

They said a complete package of assistance is needed to overcome chronic shortages in essential commodities such as firewood, energy-saving stoves and soap to ensure that refugees are not compelled to sell their food to meet the need for these items. 

There is also an acute need for complementary foods such as groundnuts that provide extra nutrients, supplementary feeding for more children and therapeutic feeding to treat dangerously malnourished children. 

The three agencies are also calling for better-staffed health facilities in the camps to help children constantly threatened by malaria and other diseases. 

Over the past year, cholera, measles, meningitis and Kenya’s first cases of polio in 20 years have been recorded in the camps, further aggravating the fragile nutritional status of young children, the agencies said. 

“The malnutrition crisis that we are witnessing in the refugee camps in Kenya is the cumulative effect of years of recurrent budgetary shortfalls,” said UNHCR acting representative Eddie Gedalof. “Year after year we are unable to fully meet refugees’ needs for firewood, soap and other essential commodities. We must get to the core of the issue if we are to eradicate malnutrition in the camps.” 

UNICEF Country Representative in Kenya Olivia Yambi appealed for urgent support for the initiative, warning that this time of year was associated with the highest risk of malnutrition. 

“In the camps, malnutrition is associated with at least half the deaths of children under five,” she said. 

“Even for those who recover, malnutrition curtails the entire development potential of these children. We are appealing for immediate help from donors so that as many children as possible can swiftly recover and grow up to lead healthy, productive lives.” 

Brazil offers resettlement for Palestinian refugees from Iraq, UN agency says 

3 July - The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today welcomed an offer by Brazil to resettle an estimated 100 Palestinians formerly living in Iraq starting in mid-September. 

The agency is “grateful for a generous offer by the Government of Brazil” to help roughly 22 Palestinian families settle in Sao Paulo state and 18 families in the Rio Grande do Sul, spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a press briefing in Geneva. 

Apart from Canada and New Zealand, in recent years Brazil has been the only country to offer resettlement to Palestinian refugees from Iraq, according to UNHCR, which has been spotlighting their plight. 

Since 2003, most of the Palestinian refugees have been living 60 kilometres from the Iraq border in Ruwayshed, Jordan. “There, they have faced extremely harsh conditions in a dusty and scorpion-infested desert camp with nowhere to go,” Ms. Pagonis said. 

More than 1,450 Palestinians from Iraq remain stranded along the Iraq-Syria border in “deplorable conditions,” with another estimated 13,000 Palestinians affected by violence and harassment in Iraq, she noted. 

As part of the resettlement, Brazil is also focusing on successfully integrating the Palestinians into Brazilian society. Prior to departing, each group of roughly 30 people will be extensively briefed, culturally sensitized and given Portuguese languages lessons by Brazilian UNCHR staff presently working in Jordan that will continue for up to 12 months upon arrival in Brazil. 

Bilingual (Arabic-Portuguese) UNHCR staff in Brazil will be trained in Palestinian cultures and traditions to facilitate the process. 

All of the refugees will receive accommodations, furniture and material assistance for up to 24 months, with unaccompanied elderly refugees being settled in homes where medical treatment will be provided, according to UNHCR. 

Last week, the agency appealed for the medical evacuation of at least 12 Palestinians – mostly young children – with serious medical problems from the Iraqi-Syria border and from Baghdad. Today, Ms. Pagonis reported that two European countries had provided “positive indications” in response, and voiced hope “that they will speed up their decision in order to save their lives before it is too late.” 

Lack of funds forces UN refugee agency to halt Timor-Leste operation 

3 July - The UN refugee agency has ended its emergency operation in Timor-Leste owing to a lack of funds, bringing to a close nearly 14 months of vital assistance to some 150,000 people displaced following the outbreak of factional violence last year. 

The last international staff of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have now left the young nation, which the UN helped shepherd to independence in 2002, leaving behind only a small core of national staff to help rebuild the skills of civil servants and to look after a handful of refugees from Asia and West Africa, the agency said in a press release issued today. 

“We accomplished a lot,” said Robert Ashe, UNHCR's Jakarta-based regional representative. In the first three months following the April-May 2006 violence, the agency helped thousands of people in makeshift camps that had been set up in and around Dili. 

UNHCR, along with Australian peacekeepers, worked to ensure that the airport in the capital, Dili, resumed functioning in the early days after the looting and fighting, which left at least 25 people dead and 150,000 displaced. 

After Dili Airport was taken over by internally displaced people seeking shelter, UNHCR set up a nearby tent city which allowed the facility to return to its intended function. 

Last September, UNHCR provided more than 1,500 lightweight family tents, plastic sheeting and other relief items to the Government, which estimated that some 1,500 houses were destroyed or badly damaged in Dili alone. 

The agency says the situation remains grim for many of those still displaced, which the Government says could be as many as 100,000 people, with at least 25,000 of those in the capital. 

Mr. Ashe added that last Saturday's peaceful parliamentary election, for which the votes are still being counted, offered hope for a brighter future if the new Government could focus on the issues of internally displaced people, poverty and employment. 

Sudanese officials and UNICEF team up to find families for abandoned children 

3 July - The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Sudanese authorities have launched a campaign to prevent people from abandoning infants and to find temporary families to avoid placing the children in institutions. 

A joint assessment carried out in 2003 by the Government and UNICEF found that an estimated 100 newborns were being abandoned on the streets of the capital Khartoum every month. “Half of these were dying on the streets, the others left with no alternative but institutional care,” the agency stated in a press release issued yesterday. 

These “alarming statistics” led the Ministry of Social Affairs for Khartoum State and UNICEF to develop a pilot programme to move away from institutional care towards the placement of children with alternative families. 

Evidence shows that children’s development is improved when placed within alternative families, including dramatic changes in motor, language and social development, the agency noted. 

Based on the Islamic system of kaffala, which requires communities and families to support the welfare of vulnerable children, some 500 emergency alternative families that are willing to provide temporary care for abandoned babies have been identified. 

This period of temporary care will allow social workers to trace the children’s own families and attempt reunification. Permanent alternative families have also been identified to provide longer-term care for children who cannot be reunited with their parents. 

The new initiative also focuses on prevention by collaborating with midwives, community leaders and families to reduce the risk of abandonment of children whose families face difficulties in caring for them. 

The launch of the initiative coincides with the planned closure of Khartoum’s largest orphanage, Maygoma, which in 2004 received nearly 700 new referrals despite concerns over the quality of care being provided to abandoned children. In the last three years, as the pilot family care programme was developed and non-governmental organizations assisted in the management of the orphanage, more than 2,500 children were moved to the family care system. 

New UNICEF-backed initiative to provide water for Djibouti’s poor 

3 July - A partnership between the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the European Union and the Government of Djibouti is paving the way for at least 25,000 of the poorest and most vulnerable rural residents of the country to gain, for the first time, access clean drinking water close to their homes. 

“The water supply programme will help to improve the living conditions of many children and women and to the achievement of priority indicators in line with the Millennium Development Goal related to water and sanitation,” said Aloys Kamuragiye, UNICEF Representative in Djibouti. 

Through the venture, the EU will provide UNICEF with 2 million Euros for its water and sanitation programme with the Ministry of Agriculture. The agency will provide technical expertise and contribute an additional 60,000 Euros. 

The EU and UNICEF partnership programme aims to install water facilities and strengthen community participation in maintaining the water infrastructure in Djibouti, where, access to safe drinking water is a “daily challenge for the majority of the population living in rural areas,” the agency said said in a news release. 

UNICEF hails moves by Egypt to eliminate female genital mutilation 

3 July - The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has welcomed a series of moves in the past week in Egypt to stamp out the traditional yet gruesome practices of female genital mutilation (FGM) and cutting after a 12-year-old girl died following the procedure. 

Egypt’s Health and Population Minister has issued a decree fully criminalizing FGM and closing a previous loophole involving health professionals conducting the practice, UNICEF said in a news release issued yesterday in Cairo. 

The country’s highest Muslim authority, Al-Azhar Supreme Council of Islamic Research, issued a statement saying that FGM and cutting are harmful, have no basis in core Islamic law and should not be practiced. 

Egypt’s first lady, Suzanne Mubarak, has also launched a national campaign to raise awareness about the practice and to accelerate efforts to ensure it is eliminated, including by amending existing child laws. 

UNICEF Egypt Representative Erma Manoncourt said the amendments could allow people to report on violators who continue to conduct FGM, which in Egypt has largely been performed by trained medical personnel. 

“UNICEF will fully support the National Council of Childhood and Motherhood, the Ministry of Health and Population, and all partners to help fully implement the strengthened law and educate people on its meaning,” Dr. Manoncourt said. 

The changes in Egypt follow the death of the pre-teen girl in Upper Egypt last week. UNICEF estimates that 3 million girls and women are subject to FGM and cutting every year in Africa. 

China closes ozone depleting chemical plants as part of UN initiative 

3 July - China, the world’s largest producer of chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and halon, has shut down five of its six remaining plants as part of international efforts to phase-out the two ozone depleting chemicals, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said. 

The facilities were closed during a symbolic ceremony on Sunday organized by Chinese authorities in recognition of chemical companies’ efforts to stop manufacturing products that harm the ozone layer and as part of UNEP’s “Remembering Our Future” initiative. 

With Sunday’s action, the country is two and a half years ahead of the 2010 deadline imposed b the Montreal Protocol, which regulates levels of ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere. A weakened Ozone layer allows for dangerous ultraviolet radiation with harmful health effects, and UNEP estimates that without the Protocol, there could have been up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts. 

The shut down of the five facilities, in Chiangshou City, near Shanghai, will bring China’s production of CFCs to just about 550 metric tons, down from 55,000 metric tons at its peak in 1998, UNEP said. 

China became the largest producer of ozone depleting chemicals following the shut down of plants producing these chemicals in developed countries in 1996. The closure of the Chinese plants now puts India and South Korea as leading producers of the two ozone depleting chemicals in Asia Pacific, the agency said. 

“With more t 95 per cent of the ozone depleting substances being phased out, the Protocol is among the great success stories of recent years,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. “This success underlines how, with political will, creative financing mechanisms and the support for industry and NGOs, the international community can rise to the challenge of sustainable development.” 

Under the Montreal Protocol ozone depleting chemicals are being successfully phased out worldwide with assistance from the Montreal Protocol’s Multilateral Fund, which has financed activities in 140 developing countries, according to UNEP. Ozone chemicals like CFCs and halon have been phased out in developed countries by 1996 except for small essential uses. By 2010, production of ozone depleting substances will be banned in developing countries, including countries in Asia and the Pacific.
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of the noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  I am going to try to start, because, as you know, Ambassador Wang of China is going to brief you in his capacity as the Security Council President for the month of July on the Council’s programme for the month.  He will be here immediately after this briefing. 

**Secretary-General in Rome
The Secretary-General is in Rome, as you know, and he is presently meeting with Afghan President Hamid Karzai in Rome on the margin of the conference on the rule of law that concluded its work today.  This is their second meeting in less than 10 days, after the Secretary-General visited Kabul last Friday.  And on their agenda today was the high level of civilian casualties resulting from the operations of international forces and documented by the Independent Human Rights Commission in Afghanistan. 

In other bilaterals with the Italian Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister and the Secretary-General of NATO, the Secretary-General stressed that in countering the ongoing anti-Government insurgency, Afghan and international forces have to act strictly in accordance with international humanitarian law.  “We simply cannot hide from the reality that civilian casualties, no matter how accidental, strengthen our enemies and undermine our efforts,” he said, echoing one of the central themes of his statement this morning to the conference.  During his bilaterals, he also discussed the need to renew and reinforce international partnerships to rebuild Afghanistan’s institutions, but, at the same time, the need for transparency, accountability and political will on the part of the Afghan Government to uproot corruption. 

The Secretary-General is expected to close the day in Rome with a joint press conference with President [Hamid] Karzai and Italian Foreign Minister Massimo d’Alema.  He is expected in Turin tomorrow to visit with the United Nations Staff College, before returning to Geneva for a Global Compact leaders’ summit on Thursday.

We have copies of his statement to the conference upstairs in its entirety, and we will have the transcript of his press conference, obviously after it takes place.

**Deputy Secretary-General in Africa
Meanwhile, the Deputy Secretary-General has arrived in Nairobi on the last leg of her current trip.  During her three-day visit in the Kenyan capital, she is expected to meet with Government officials and to deliver a keynote address at the opening ceremony of the International Women’s Summit on Women’s Leadership on HIV and AIDS. 

The Deputy Secretary-General will also meet with a National AIDS Consultative Council on progress made in addressing the epidemic in Kenya and will be visiting a primary school located in Kibera, one of Africa’s largest slums.  Yesterday, before leaving Accra -- where she was attending the African Union Summit -- the Deputy Secretary-General held a press conference, and we have the full transcript of that press conference upstairs for you.

**Security Council 
This morning, the Security Council met in closed consultations on the Central African Republic (CAR) and other matters.  General Lamine Cissé, the head of the UN Peacebuilding Office in that country, briefed Council members on the latest developments there.  A press statement on CAR is expected to be read out.

The Council also adopted its provisional programme of work for the month, which includes, this is for Laura, the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Peter van Walsum’s briefing on the eleventh. 

China’s Ambassador to the UN, as I mentioned, Ambassador Wang, will be here at 12:30, I have been just informed. 

** Sudan
We have an update from the UN Mission in Sudan about the political track of the Darfur peace process.

The Mission reports that over the past week, the United Nations-African Union Joint Mediation Support Team, jointly led by Pekka Haavisto for the UN side and Sam Ibok for the African Union, has been travelling in Sudan and Eritrea for consultations with Darfur Peace Agreement non-signatory movements in North Darfur and those based in Asmara. 

They met with Eritrean officials in Asmara to discuss the next steps of the political process as outlined in the roadmap.  Together with Eritrean officials, the team also met with first Vice President Salva Kiir in Juba, in southern Sudan, on 2 July to discuss the SPLM's (Sudan People’s Liberation Movement) role in the political process. 

As you know, the Secretary-General has said that there are four main tracks in which the United Nations is addressing the Darfur crisis.  Together with the political process, there is humanitarian assistance, the hybrid operation to stabilize the situation and a development package.

** Pakistan Floods 
A couple of responses to questions yesterday: In response to Masood’s question, a UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team is on its way to Pakistan, following severe flooding and destruction caused by the recent cyclone there.  Hundreds of people have been reported killed, and more than a quarter million driven from their homes.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has released an emergency grant of $100,000 for local procurement of emergency relief, and UN agencies are establishing two field coordination hubs, one in Quetta and one along the coast.  UNICEF is providing tents, blankets, medicine and food, while the World Health Organization is sending trauma and emergency kits.

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), meanwhile, is rushing 15 tons of emergency supplies to thousands of Afghan refugees in the south-western Baluchistan province of Pakistan.  And there is more information in the Geneva briefing notes from upstairs.

**Kosovo
And this is in response to a question from Matthew, I believe:

The police chief for the UN Mission in Kosovo says he has banned the use of rubber bullets by all police units operating in Kosovo.

At a press conference today in Pristina, the Police Commissioner said that, shortly after his arrival earlier this year, he prohibited the carriage or use of rubber bullets “by any police unit in Kosovo for whatever purpose”.

The decision came in the wake of the deaths of two protestors in February.  At that point, Commissioner Richard Monk says, he instituted a review of the UN and Kosovo Police Service policies and procedures for crowd and riot control.  

There is more information in a press briefing transcript upstairs, which we have just received. 

** Democratic Republic of the Congo
Next week, the third phase of the disarmament, demobilization and reinsertion programme will begin for ex-Congolese combatants in the restive Ituri district.  That is according to the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which says that the $2.5 million exercise will affect three of the main militia groups and will be supervised by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in cooperation with UNICEF, the UN and Congolese military and civilian authorities.

The project will last a little more than three months and is expected to bring some 4,500 combatants to surrender their weapons and receive disarmament certificates, which would further facilitate their return to civilian life. 

And there is more information on that upstairs.

**Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Persistent high malnutrition in refugee camps has to be tackled now to save lives, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and other UN agencies who are urging donors to support a $32 million appeal to improve care for the refugees -– mostly Somali and Sudanese refugees –- living in camps in Dabaab and Kakuma. 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the World Food Programme and UNICEF are particularly concerned by the rate of acute malnutrition among children under five.  The agencies also say a complete assistance package is needed to overcome chronic shortages in essential commodities. 

There is a press release on that upstairs as well.

The UNHCR also reports that an estimated 100 Palestinian refugees living in Iraq will be resettled in Brazil.  This will provide a humanitarian solution for Palestinians who have been staying in a Jordanian camp since 2003, says UNHCR, which stressed the extremely harsh living conditions of this desert camp.  In recent years, UNHCR has repeatedly appealed for a solution for this group, but before this latest response from Brazil, only Canada and New Zealand had come forward –- taking in respectively 55 and 22 Palestinian refugees. 

**Timor-Leste
The UN World Food Programme is seeking help from international donors to assist the Government of Timor-Leste, in meeting the food needs of people living in areas affected by a severe ongoing drought there.

A recent food security and crop survey conducted by the World Food Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization found that drought conditions and a locust outbreak had caused a 30 per cent decline in crop production on the island in the past year, leaving one fifth of the population vulnerable to food shortages through the coming “lean season”.

You can read more about this in a press release upstairs.

**Fourth of July 
To remind you, tomorrow, the UN Headquarters will be closed, during the Fourth of July holiday, so there will be no noon briefing.  The regular noon briefing will resume on Thursday, the fifth.   Holiday duty roster information is available upstairs. 

Before we get Ambassador Wang, yes, Laura?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I wanted to ask you about the report on Western Sahara that was re-issued last night.  There is an asterisk on it and it said it was re-issued for “technical reasons”.  According to my research, if it is re-issued for technical reasons, it is usually because of a typo or printing error.  It has no reference to any editorial issue.  That would be a revision or a corrigendum.  So I am really confused and I want to know why it was re-issued for technical reasons.

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think the “note to correspondents” last Friday explained the reason for the re-issuance.  I have nothing beyond that.

Question:  But actually, the “note to correspondents” did not say anything about, I mean, this is a technical issue that I am asking you about.  Because there have been some reports re-issued in the past on other issues, but not for technical reasons.  There was nothing in the note to correspondents that says anything about a corrigendum or a revision. 

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think we all know, we explained to you on Friday, as well as yesterday in response to questions, that the reason for Mr. Van Walsum to brief the Security Council on his observations orally, and that after a lot of consideration went into the report, the decision was taken to omit the observation portion of the report.  So that is the reason.  The asterisk, I can’t explain the reasons for that.  But the reason behind it I explained to you yesterday, and I think that was the intent of the “note to correspondents”.  Further than that, Laura, I really think that we have to pose those questions to the Special Representative, who is obviously going to brief the Security Council on the eleventh.  And we have asked him to brief you afterwards.

Question:  Can you just repeat what you said about Mr. Van Walsum?  Did he brief the Council, or…

Deputy Spokesperson:  He is scheduled, according to the Security Council programme for the month of July, on the eleventh in consultations, and we have asked him to speak to you following that.  And hopefully, he will do so.

Question: Two days ago, the US Military Attaché in Cyprus was murdered, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Mooney.  Do you have any information about that?

Deputy Spokesperson:  No, I don’t.

Question:  You have not received anything from UNFICYP (United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus)?

Deputy Spokesperson:  No, I have not.

Question:  This is an important event.  Murders are very rare there and this is an American colonel over there, and then the military attaché, and you know nothing about it?  UNFICYP did not provide any…

Deputy Spokesperson:  No, they have not.

Question:  Is Mr. Brammertz heading the investigation into the killing of the UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon)peacekeepers in the south of Lebanon?  The six Spanish battalion forces?
Deputy Spokesperson:  What we told you: At the time of the investigation was that there were members of his team with expertise who were on loan to assist in the investigation, but he himself is not.

Question:  Why didn’t the Lebanese Government, for example, ask to be incorporated into the list of those who were assassinated in Lebanon.
Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, you’ll have to ask that to the Lebanese Government.

Question:  Did you ask the, I mean, for coordination on this matter?  Because it seems there is a linkage here, a very obvious linkage, between all these assassinations –- [inaudible] Nahr el-Bared –- and in south Lebanon.  Shouldn’t… The Secretary-General, for example, when he talked to Mr. [Fouad] Siniora, didn’t he discuss that with him?

Deputy Spokesperson:  As I mentioned, and I think we mentioned at the time, there is an investigation ongoing.  They are obviously looking to all the pertinent facts.  And as I said, there are some experts from Mr. Brammertz’ team assisting in the investigation.

Question:  I have a question on the report on the Western Sahara, because it is not issued under Van Walsum’s name, but under the Secretary-General’s name.  And it says, well, we don’t really retract those observations, we are just eliminating them, because we are going to present them orally, or something to that implication.  And then comes the technical thing.  And I am just curious.  The explanations do not mesh…

Deputy Spokesperson:  Let me find out, in response to your question and to Laura’s question, with Documents Control about the symbol and the issuance.  In terms of what we have explained, that has not changed.  The Documents Control and their symbols, I’ll find out for you.

Question:  Shall we act as if we have never seen the Observations?

[laughter]

Deputy Spokesperson: 

Question:  Last month, Atrjon Shkurtaj, former Operations Manager of UNDP in North Korea, applied for and was granted whistleblower status under the UN’s new Ethics Committee.  Since then, Mr. Shkurtaj has been dismissed.  What is the current status of this case?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Can you explain who Mr. Shkurtaj…

Question:  He was the former Operations Manager of UNDP in North Korea, a 13-year UN veteran.  He was granted whistleblower status under the UN’s new ethics code and apparently he was the first person accepted under this new code.  Since then, he has been dismissed.  Can you tell me the current status of his case?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think I need to clarify something which you said.  The only thing at this point we can say about this gentleman is that he has requested with the UN Ethics Office for protection against retaliation for having reported misconduct pursuant to ST/SGB/2005/21, which is what you mentioned –- it is whistleblower protection.  This request is being reviewed by the Ethics Office, and that is where the status is, right now.

Question:  So, he has not received whistleblower status yet?

Deputy Spokesperson:  He has submitted his request to be considered, and that request is now being reviewed.

Question:  Is he going to receive protection while his case is being reviewed?

Deputy Spokesperson:  This is the information that we have now: It is being reviewed.  The Ethics Office has said this is, as of now, that is the only thing they can say.

Question:  He is also on a watch list, a watch list that bans him from the premises.  And this watch list is usually reserved for disorderly persons, terrorists, people of that nature.  Are you investigating why he is on that list, and who asked to put him on that list?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Okay, what I tell you right now is the only information I can give you currently about this gentleman’s status.

Question:  Yesterday, I have asked you about this photo array, and you told me that without his consent, nothing could be said about it.  I think, earlier this morning you received his consent to discuss it. If you look in your e-mail… So he has provided his consent, both to the Ethics Office and your office, to discuss his…

Deputy Spokesperson:  Based on information of the Ethics Office, which is the question now, I can… This is what I told you, they have received the request, and they are reviewing it.  And that is the information that the Ethics Office can release at this point.

Question:  On Friday, I asked Michèle about the whistleblower without using his name, and she said that the Secretary-General has discussed this with different senior advisers here in this building.  This is being taken care of.  So, now that you have his consent to discuss it, what did she mean, how is it being taken care of?

Deputy Spokesperson:  By the Ethics Office, who is now reviewing his request. His request to be considered under UN whistleblower protection policy.  And if you look at the Secretary-General’s bulletin on the subject, obviously it will outline all the ways in which this could be done.  But right now, his request is simply being reviewed.

Question:  I am sorry, just one last question on this.  Because I think… I mean, as of 5 June he had made his request.  The other question, the concern is, is what happens to a UN person who applies for whistleblower status while it is pending?  Is it possible that either the Secretary-General or UNDP can bar him from the building?  What steps are taken while it is pending to protect the person, I think that is the question?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, entering the building, anybody who has legitimate business in the building can enter the building.  As for what protection he is receiving now, I will have to check that for you.

Question:  How many whistleblowers are there who are officially acknowledged?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ll have to ask that from the Ethics Office, if they are releasing that kind of information.

[The Deputy Spokesperson later said that the information is contained in the annual report to the General Assembly on the activities of the Ethics Office (document A/61/274).]

Question:  What is the official procedure when somebody from a State sends you a letter, that letter to be published as an official document of the United Nations?  What would be the procedure?

Deputy Spokesperson:  If a letter is sent to whom?

Question:  The Secretary-General, to the UN, to the Security Council, how it goes really.  If it is addressed to the Secretary-General, has the Secretary-General an obligation to publish it?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think, in most cases, as far as I know, if a letter is received and is requested to be circulated, it is.  

Question:  And what is the reason that the letter from the two-member Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina was not circulated, because it has been inside the current request to be circulated to the Member States as an official document.

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ll have to look into that for you.

[The Deputy Spokesperson later told the correspondent that, in connection with the specific case of a letter from two of the three-member presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the Secretary-General, such a letter would only be circulated as an official document if it had been sent by all the members who comprise a Head of Government.]

Question:  There is a report that the UN is involved in building an airstrip near where the Lord’s Resistance Army is in Garamba National Park to ferry them to the talks with the Uganda Government.  It is widely reported that that is taking place.  Can you confirm that the UN is involved, and if so, I guess, what funds does it come out of, I guess would be one question.

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ll look into that for you.  No, I can’t confirm that information.  I have not received information.  I have seen the press report. 

No more questions for me? We will go get Ambassador Wang. 

* *** *
===================================================================
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General Environment News


The Associated Press – Oil Spill Only Adds to Flooding Worries


The New York Times – Companies Giving Green an Office


The Baltimore Sun – State Residents Challenged on Energy Savings


The Los Angeles Times – Recycling plant dangers cited


The New York Times – Along With Sound and Light, Fireworks Displays 				   Produce A Brief Flare of Pollution


Canada NewsWire – La Ronde encourage visitors to recycle


The Toronto Star – Watchdog warns of chemicals in water


The Toronto Star – 6,000-year-old Arctic ponds drying out


Minneapolis Star Tribune – Minnesota, other states take lead on climate


The Calgary Herald – North American climate change pact urged


Reuters – Carbon backlash: coal divides corporations
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UNEP or UN in the News


The Washington Post – Liberia's Taylor appears in court after boycott


The Washington Post – Asian Countries Eye Warming Problems


The New York Times – N. Korea Agrees IAEA "Containment" Of Atom 				  Work: Report
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