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Reuters UK: World celebrates the environment

 (8 June 2007)

This week saw a host of celebrations around the world commemorating World Environment Day, June 6.

The 25th edition was hosted in Tromsø, Norway this past Wednesday, driving special awareness to the problem of melting ice caps in support of International Polar Year.

Norway was chosen as the host country for the annual even to highlight the global environmental impact of melting ice and snow. The 2007 theme focused on the effects that climate change is having on polar ecosystems and communities, and the impact on the rest of the world.

Nick Nuttall, spokesperson for United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) told edie: "This year, we wanted to make the link and increase the understanding of how this issue has grown, that melting ice and snow is not a remote issue. It's relevant in Norway, as it is in the United Kingdom as well as Beijing."

Norway is one of three countries that have - to date - announced that they want to go carbon-neutral by 2050. Costa Rica and New Zealand are the other two countries.

Around the world, people celebrated and discussed environmental issues - from street rallies to green concerts and tree planting to clean-up campaigns.

The environment and climate change were also at the top of the agenda at the G8 Summit in Germany, with leaders agreeing on 'substantial cuts' in greenhouse gases according to experts.

Nick Nuttall said: "This year's summit has been an important milestone for emission reduction...it is clear that leaders full accept that the environment is a serious issue and this year we've experienced unprecedented momentum."

In a move to encourage local environmental awareness and individual participation, British Climate Change and Environment Minister Ian Pearson asked people to mark World Environment Day by identifying the one change they can make in their everyday lives to protect the environment and fight climate change.

We are already feeling some of the effects of climate change - and that will inevitably increase," Pearson said. "But if everyone acts now to help stop climate change, we can avoid its worst effects and reduce the level to which we need to adapt - both here in the UK and the support millions of people around the world will need."

Nick Nuttall, spokesperson for UNEP, said: "It's important to remember that we don't want this to be about just one day of the year."

____________________________________________________________________________

Africa News: CITES approves export of ivory from southern Africa

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), has approved the export of 70 tons of elephant ivory from Botswana, Namibia and South Africa, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a release Friday.

It said the exports were agreed in principle in 2002 on condition that an "up-to-date and comprehensive baseline data" on elephant poaching and population levels would be compiled with.

The CITES Standing Committee, which oversees the implementation of CITES decisions between the major conferences determined that this condition had been satisfied and that the exports could proceed.

"The CITES Secretariat will closely supervise these new exports and monitor future trends in elephant poaching and population levels throughout Africa," said Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary-General of the Convention.

CITES banned the international commercial ivory trade in 1989, but in 1997, it permitted Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe to make a one-time sale of ivory to Japan totalling 50 tons. The sale took place in 1999 and amounted to some US$5 million.

In 2004, requests by several southern African States for annual ivory quotas were rejected by the Conference of the Parties (CoP) to the Convention.

Legal sales of ivory derive from existing stocks gathered from elephants that have died as a result of natural causes or problem-animal control.

Elephant populations in southern Africa are listed in Appendix II of the Convention (which allows trade through a permit system), while all other elephant populations are listed in Appendix I (which prohibits all imports for commercial purposes).

There is a long-running global debate over elephants focusing on conservation and concern for local communities living side-by-side with large and sometimes dangerous animals, and the consideration that sales may encourage poaching.

The baseline data will make it possible to determine objectively what impact future ivory sales may have on elephant populations and poaching.

In a separate decision, the CITES Standing Committee has agreed that Japan has established sufficiently strong domestic trade control systems to be granted the status of trading partner allowed to import the approved ivory. 9 June 2007 – PANA

_____________________________________________________________________________

Koelner Stadtanzeiger: REAKTIONEN: Gemischtes Echo auf G8-Gipfel

VON JÖRG SÄUBERLICH, 08.06.07, 18:07h, AKTUALISIERT 08.06.07, 19:02h

Heligendamm/Berlin - Die Ergebnisse des G8-Gipfels von Heiligendamm stoßen auf ein gemischtes Echo. Der Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie (BDI) lobte am Freitag, das Treffen setze "positive Zeichen für die Weltwirtschaft". Die Gewerkschaften begrüßten zwar das Bekenntnis des Gipfels "zur sozialen Gestaltung der Globalisierung", zeigten sich aber enttäuscht über die fehlende Verständigung auf eine striktere Regulierung der so genannten Hedgefonds. 

Die Umweltverbände verschärften derweil ihre Kritik an dem Kompromiss zum Klimaschutz. Grünen-Chefin Claudia Roth zog das Fazit: "Solche Gipfel mit schönen Erklärungen, wo ganz wenig dahinter ist, brauchen wir wirklich nicht." Links-Fraktionschef Gregor Gysi sprach von einem "Gipfel der Worthülsen". 

Etwas freundlicher fiel die Bilanz von FDP-Chef Guido Westerwelle aus. Er betonte: "Insgesamt war Heiligendamm ein Gipfel mit Licht und Schatten: weniger als genug, aber mehr als gar nichts." Immerhin sei "Bewegung in den Klimaschutz gekommen, wenn auch zu langsam". 

Für die Umweltorganisation Greenpeace ist der G8-Gipfel "weitgehend gescheitert". Es fehlten verbindliche Aussagen zur Begrenzung des Temperaturanstiegs. 

Der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms UNEP, Achim Steiner, sprach dagegen von einem "Durchbruch". Mit der Einigung, eine verbindliche Halbierung des CO2-Ausstoßes bis 2050 unter UN-Leitung anzustreben, sei eine Verpflichtung für die USA entstanden, bei den anstehenden Klimaschutzverhandlungen auf Bali mitzumachen. 

Gabriel: Heiligendamm ist Durchbruch 

Auch Bundesumweltminister Sigmar Gabriel (SPD) verteidigte die Vereinbarung, dass die G8-Staaten eine Halbierung des Kohlendioxid-Ausstoßes bis 2050 "ernsthaft in Betracht" ziehen. Gabriel räumte ein, dies sei keine Festlegung, sondern "eine klassische Diplomatenformulierung". Dennoch sei "Heiligendamm sehr wohl ein Durchbruch, weil die Amerikaner sechs Jahre Blockadehaltung aufgegeben haben". 

BDI-Präsident Jürgen Thumann sagte: "Die Einigung der G8-Staaten auf einen globalen Ansatz auf UN-Ebene beim Klimaschutz ist ein Erfolg." Das auf kurze Sicht wichtigste Signal des Gipfels sei der erklärte gemeinsame Wille, die Verhandlungen der aktuellen Welthandelsrunde abzuschließen. 

DGB-Chef Michael Sommer sieht in den Ergebnissen "erste ermutigende Schritte". Das Schlussdokument enthalte "gute Absichten, denen jetzt Taten folgen müssen". IG-Metall-Chef Jürgen Peters forderte, die G8-Staaten müssten jetzt beweisen, "dass sie tatsächlich das Klima schützen und Afrika eine Perspektive ohne Armut geben wollen". 

Das globalisierungskritische Netzwerk Attac nannte die G8 "ein Auslaufmodell". Peter Wahl vom Attac-Koordinierungskreis betonte: "Es dürfte keinen Gipfel gegeben haben, der inhaltlich und politisch so substanzlos war wie Heiligendamm." 

(Quellen: Peters in einem ddp-Interview; Roth im BR; Gabriel im ZDF; Steiner im Deutschlandfunk; Sommer, Greenpeace, Attac, BDI und Gysi in Mitteilungen; Westerwelle in der "Rheinischen Post" aus Düsseldorf) (ddp)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Islanders: IS MELTING ICE A TROPICAL TOPIC? 

Islands may find themselves flooded

Asterio Takesy 
Other than for tourists sipping their cocktails, melting ice may not seem so relevant in the tropics. Ice cubes maybe, but polar ice?

Yet the polar icecaps are melting due to global warming, and Pacific islands may find themselves flooded and subject to changing winds—a situation that’s likely to worsen in future.

Hence on World Environment Day, June 5, the official release takes place of the book “Global Outlook for Ice and Snow”, by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in association with organisations such as the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). 

The release of the book, which is relevant to all of us, marks the beginning of the International Polar Year 2007/08.

The book’s chapter 6 deals with changes in sea level: status, trends, outlook and impacts. It is of most concern to Pacific Islands Countries and Territories and makes essential reading if you wish to understand the issues and find potential solutions.

The book shows that changes in sea level are nothing new - they have been taking place in regular long-term cycles of hundreds of thousands of years, and land and societies have been able to adjust to them. 

What’s so frightening in the last century is that changes can be measured in such a short time-frame, much faster than we can adapt.

For example, the Earth has warmed by about 0.75 degrees centigrade since pre-industrial times. Eleven of the warmest years in the past 125 years occurred since 1990 with 2005 the warmest on record. 

There is overwhelming consensus that this is due to emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide (CO2) from burning fossil fuels. 

Ice cores taken at the Poles show there is more CO2 in the atmosphere now than at any time in the past 600,000 years. Between 1960 and 2002, global emissions of CO2 caused by people each year have increased almost threefold. They rose by about 33 percent since 1987 alone. Warming in the 21st century is projected to be between 1.4 and 5.8°C. 

The impacts of climate change are already visible. Examples include the shrinking Arctic ice cap; accelerating sea level rise; increasing intensity and duration of tropical storms; lengthening of mid to high-latitude growing seasons; and shifts in plant and animal ranges and behaviour.

Although crop yields may increase positively in some areas because of climate change, the negative effects are likely to dominate as warming increases. Many communities in the Pacific are most directly dependent for their livelihoods on a stable and hospitable climate. Many of us rely on rain-fed subsistence agriculture, and are deeply dependent on, for example, the wet season. We are also most vulnerable to extreme weather events such as droughts and tropical storms.

In the past 100 years, global sea level rose between 1 and 2 millimetres a year. Since 1992 the rate has increased to about 3 millimetres a year, mostly through the fact that ocean water expands as it gets warm, and because more freshwater flows into the oceans from melting ice—and that meltwater is responsible for a significant portion of the observed sea level rise.

As sea level rise, inhabitants of low-lying islands and coastal cities face inundation. In December 2005,  Lateu in Vanuatu became the first widely reported community to be moved to higher ground as an acknowledged result of climate change effects. 

Climate change also threatens marine habitats and the livelihoods of people who depend on them. The oceans have absorbed about half of the CO2 produced in the past 200 years, increasing the acidity of surface seawater. This could lead to difficulties for coral animals and molluscs to build their shells from calcium carbonate. 

Continued global warming is expected to cause shifts in the geographic range (both latitude and altitude) and seasonality of certain infectious diseases, including vector-borne infections such as malaria and dengue fever, and food-borne infections, such as salmonellosis. 

Overall, it is likely the negative health impacts of climate change will far outweigh the positive effects. 

Globally, there are ways to slow down or avoid catastrophic climate change. Worldwide improvements in energy efficiency can help, as do a shift to low-carbon and renewable resources such as solar and wind power, bio-energy and geothermal energy. 

Between 1995 and 2006, extracting energy from wind power has increased twelve-fold; the Global Wind Energy Council estimates that over a third of the world’s electricity could be generated by wind by 2050. 

But that’s mostly for the developed nations. They have caused most of the changes in the first place. What can we, in our Pacific Islands do to avoid or overcome increasing the problems? Looking after the coastlines that have protected us for centuries is one strategy SPREP promotes at the occasion of World Environment Day. 

We particularly encourage people to look after their beaches and wetlands, that is: both the mangroves at the islands’ rim, and the corals around them. These environments can play a major role in weakening the impact of strong winds and high waves—two effects that are likely to occur as climate change takes off further.

Another interesting thought is presented in the “Melting Ice” book referred to above: it speaks of traditional knowledge systems that are still in use in Pacific Islands countries which can play a critical role in adaptation. For example, Polynesians used to preserve foodstuffs, particularly breadfruits and bananas, by burying them underground in holes up to two metres deep and covering them with green banana leaves. 

While ripening, the food could last for months and so would be available during droughts and floods. We should hang on to that knowledge and may have to practise these techniques—even if we have to overcome the reputed smelliness of this emergency food in the process!

We live in a time when even the United Nations Security Council recently saw it fit to discuss the global impact of climate change on health and safety in the world. That indicates the importance of the issue globally, and may gain support for our situation; but it won’t provide fast solutions for Pacific Islands. Taking responsibility for strengthening our islands starts right here, with each of us. 

________________________________________________________________________

Jamaica Observer: UNEP launches mangrove rehab project

BY PETRE WILLIAMS 

Sunday, June 10, 2007

THE United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) last week launched a mangrove replanting project.The launch, which took place on Thursday, came ahead of Friday's celebration of World Ocean's Day. The project - which sees UNEP committing US$15,000 to the training of people in the planting of mangroves - has been lauded by the National Environment and Planning Agency, Jamaica's environmental regulatory agency.

"The agency supports the initiative of UNEP, and sees it as a valuable attempt to reverse the degradation of a critical ecosystem," said Ainsley Henry, manager of the Integrated Watersheds and Coastal Zone Management Branch at NEPA.
Environmental lobbyist, the Jamaica Environment Trust (JET), is collaborating with UNEP on the initiative, for which the UN agency is currently inviting proposals.

"Once we have received the proposals then we will be doing selection and proceeding with training. Training will be done during the (2007) hurricane season so that the planting will not take place until after the hurricane season to ensure the seedlings will be able to root properly before the next hurricane season," noted Heidi Savelli-Soderberg, UNEP's programme officer for the communication, education, training and awareness.

UNEP is moving to launch the project in accordance with its Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign.
"It's open for anyone, organisation or country to pledge to plant trees. Pledges have gone out up to a billion. So this a combination of them of supporting this UNEP plan for the planet since mangroves are trees also," Savelli-Soderberg told the Sunday Observer.

"Since we are the Caribbean Environment programme our mandate focuses on coastal and marine areas, which is then why we are chosen.."
She said, in the interim, that additional funds could be made available, depending on the nature of the proposals that are submitted over the next two months.

"We might be able to combine it with other sources or to secure additional partners," the programme officer said, adding that they were interested in having the input of a range of agencies - including the Forestry Department and NEPA - in the effort, if only in so far as it concerns the review of proposals.

"The idea is to build on experiences that have already taken place in Jamaica. The idea is also to transfer the experiences from within Jamaica to other areas, countries, and also make sure that if there are similar projects ongoing in the Caribbean, that knowledge can be used and transferred to Jamaica as well," Savelli-Soderberg noted.

Training will address the identification of locations for the replanting of mangroves; external factors that impact the growth of mangroves; and the need for maintenance once seedlings have been planted.

Jamaica's mangroves - so vital to coastal protection during hurricanes and an incomparable habitat for a range of local biodiversity, such as the American Crocodile - are currently threatened by a range of factors. Those factors, according to Henry, include illegal charcoal burning; road developments, such as the North Coast Highway and Highway 2000, as well as by port and harbour development.

________________________________________________________________________

Coast week: AN "AWARENESS CAMPAIGN" AT HALLER PARK AND WHITESANDS
.'2007 DECLARED 'YEAR OF THE DOLPHIN'
Coastweek - - United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) have declared the year 2007 as the 'Year of the Dolphin'.  

This is in recognition of the continued threat to the endangered dolphins and its marine habitat. 

There is a concerted global effort through partnerships with Governmental bodies, NGO's, Tour Operators and Hotel establishments: 

In creating an awareness on the dolphin and to inform, educate and promote responsible practices by the fishing industry, fishing trawlers, maritime vessels, coastal development authorities and tourism establishments among others whose activities contribute to the threats on dolphin survival. 

An awareness campaign of the 'Year of the Dolphin' will be held at Haller Park, along the Mombasa Malindi Road on Saturday 16th June 2007 from 9.45 am followed by lunch and presentations at Sarova Whitesands Beach Resort and Spa at 1.30 p.m. 

Key dignitaries who will be in attendance are the UNEP Director Acheim Steiner, Robert Hepworth, Executive Secretary, Convention of Migratory Species and Dr. Wolf Iwand, the Head of Environmental Management TUI Germany as well as the Mombasa Mayor, Government Ministers and Senior officials of the Kenya Wildlife. 

At the National level TUI, the largest tour operator in the world and the official partner to UNEP, CMS, ASCOBANS and ACCO-BAMS on the year of the dolphin has partnered with Pollmans Tours and Safaris, the Kenya Wildlife Service, Charlie Claws and Sarova Whitesands Beach Resort and Spa, Mombasa. 

Following a similar launch in Shimoni in November 2006 by the Kenya Year of the Dolphin partners Kenya has been recognized by UNEP/ CMS as the launch pad for the global initiative on dolphin awareness.

The efforts by the Kenya 'Year of the Dolphin' partners are a collaboration with the Kenya Wildlife Service for a collective effort by the Coastal community to help protect our Marine ecosystem and in the sustainable use of marine resources.
___________________________________________________________________
The Standard: Plastics’ tug-of-war  

 June 11, 2007

By Patrick Mathangani

As Kenya chokes from an environmental crisis caused by plastic waste, efforts to battle the catastrophe over the years have come to naught.

Conservationists are blaming two culprits: The public, which has refused to shift from plastic shopping bags to environment-friendly ones, and manufacturers, who are frustrating clean-up efforts.

Nobel laureate, Prof Wangari Maathai, has been at the forefront in pleading with Kenyans to stop using plastic bags. She wants shoppers to carry kiondos, but they continue to use plastic bags with abandon.

Players say lack of regulations on waste management has led to haphazard dumping of plastic bags, which cause problems ranging from diseases to poor drainage. Picture by Martin Mukangu

With 48 million plastic bags produced locally each year, according to studies, manufacturers will not hear of any other alternatives. One environment lobby says manufacturers have defied efforts to stop making thin plastics.

Shopping bags made from thin plastics are major pollutants because they can be used only once.

However, a return to the use of paper bags, which were edged out by plastic ones in the 1970s and 1980s, appear untenable because it would mean increased felling of trees.

Profiteers

A proposal to ban the use of thin plastics was first made two years ago. A report titled ‘Selection Design and Implementation of Economic Instruments in the Kenyan Solid Waste Management Sector’ recommended that thin plastic shopping bags be banned.

It called for heavy levies to discourage their manufacturing.

The United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) supported the report, prepared by National Environment Management Authority (Nema) and the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (Kippra).

It said only 25 per cent of the estimated 1,500 tonnes of solid waste generated in Nairobi daily is collected. The rest ends up on the streets, in alleyways and backyards of residential areas.

Unep says plastic bags take 20 to 1,000 years to degrade.

Physicians for Social Responsibility, a doctors’ lobby, says despite agreements, manufacturers continue to make ultra-thin plastics.

The organisation’s executive director, Dr Paul Saoke, accused firms of frustrating efforts to ban the materials, saying they lacked the goodwill to support the move.

Companies are driven by the urge to make profits, and are therefore finding themselves in a tight corner because demand for such packaging is still high.

"The industry is sabotaging the work Maathai is doing," Saoke said, referring to the conservationist’s campaign to ban plastics.

He claimed some companies were even lobbying the Government to shelve proposed regulations on the thickness of plastics.

Kenya faces a desertification crisis

Around the world, conservationists and manufacturers are split on the best option to end the plastics waste menace.

To make paper, millions of trees are felled and transported over long distances by trucks, which use fossil fuels, emitting tones of carbon dioxide. Trees also take many years before they can be harvested.

The felling of trees is one of the major causes of global warming, which refers to a phenomenon where average temperatures around the world are rising over time.

It is caused by an increase of greenhouse gases, which form a blanket in the atmosphere that traps in heat and prevents it from escaping. Carbon dioxide is one of the greenhouse gases.

Trees absorb carbon dioxide and use it to make food, thereby helping to lower the heating effect by reducing the amount of the gas in the atmosphere.

On the other hand, the trucks emit a lot of carbon dioxide. The processes of turning tree trunks into paper also requires tonnes of dangerous chemicals such as acids and chlorine.

"When you consider these things, paper bags have more serious consequences than plastics," said Mr Kelvin Khisa, deputy director of the Kenya Cleaner Production Centre. The organisation promotes environment-friendly methods of production.

Khisa added: "Plastic provides the best option. You only need to use it safely."

However, a return to paper does not appear tenable for Kenya, which is facing a desertification crisis. Years of unchecked logging have led to disappearance of huge tracts of forest.

Kenya has only one per cent of its total land size covered in trees, compared to the recommended 10 per cent. A ban on logging is also in force.

New alternative

But entrepreneurs have attempted to introduce other forms of packaging beyond paper and plastics. One such person is Mr Joseph Ayuka, who introduced "green bags" through his company, Greensphere Enterprises.

Last year, Ayuka began making bags made from cotton. To his dismay, shoppers do not seem aware of the dangers of using plastic bags and he is therefore struggling to market the innovation.

While Maathai has called for use of kiondos, Ayuka reckoned that these are bulky. His green bags are foldable and reusable.

"People don’t want to carry bulky bags to the supermarket," he said. However, he is facing stiff competition in supermarkets, which give plastic shopping bags for free. He sells a medium-sized bag for Sh70.

According to studies, supermarkets, kiosks and markets are estimated to release 11 million plastic shopping bags per year. Eight million are from supermarkets. Out of these plastics used around Nairobi, 30 per cent are dumped at the Dandora site.

In 2005, Nakumatt chain of supermarkets announced it was introducing biodegradable plastics for shopping. This means the plastics given to customers would disintegrate after a long period in the environment or in the soil.

The decision was then hailed as a positive step towards ridding Kenya of the plastics menace, and other companies were encouraged to do likewise.

However, Saoke said as long as they were made from crude oil like other plastics, biodegradable ones would still remain in the soil for hundreds of years.

"That’s not tenable," he said. "They still have plastic granules, which end up in the soil."

Kenya Association of Manufacturers public relations and communication officer, Ms Damaris Kimilu, cautions that a blanket ban on plastics was not feasible, adding the manufacturers supported conservation efforts.

________________________________________________________________________

Nunatsiaq News:Around the Arctic

Kuupik Kleist to head Greenland's IA Party 

Kuupik Kleist, one of Greenland's two MPs in the Danish parliament, is the new leader of Greenland's left-wing Inuit Ataqatigiit Party.

Kleist replaces Josef "Tuusi" Motzfeldt, 65, who has led the party since 1994.

Kleist, 49, is a former Inuit Circumpolar Council executive member, is a long-time IA activist and a former bureaucrat, singer, journalist and MLA in Greenland's legislature. 

Kleist will be allowed to keep his seat in the Danish parliament until his term expires. According to KNR news, he will not run for re-election, but will presumably seek a seat in Greenland's legislature in the island's next election.

The changing of the guard within the IA took place without drama on Sunday when 45 delegates elected Kleist, reports Greenland's Sermitsiaq newspaper.

Among the other aging political figures who stepped down from the IA board are former premier Josef Motzfeldt and Aqqaluk Lynge, a past chairman of the ICC and current president of Greenland's ICC. 

Greenland can hunt bowhead, says IWC
At last week's meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, the International Whaling Commission agreed to renew quotas for whale hunts by Inuit in Alaska and Chukotka, but nixed Green​land's quest for higher quotas.

The 75-nation commission, which manages whaling, granted a unanimous five-year quota extension to the Inupiat in the United States and Yup'ik in Russia.

Greenland had asked for an increase from 175 to 200 minke whales and up its fin whale hunt from 10 to 19 per year. Greenland also wanted to add 10 humpbacks per year and two bowhead whales.

In the end, Greenland was able to increase its minke whale quota by 25 and will be able to hunt two bowhead whales.

The IWC ended its 59th annual meeting on June 1. Next year it will meet in Santiago, Chile.

Greenland-U.S. air service starts
Official celebrations marked the recent start-up of Air Greenland's regular service to the United States, reports Greenland's weekly newspaper, Sermitsiaq.

From now until mid-June, Air Greenland will run weekly round-trip flights between Baltimore, Mary​land and Kanger​lussuaq, Greenland. The scheduled service will expand to two flights a week in late June, returning to one flight a week from mid-August to late September. 

The new air service is expected to increase contacts between the U.S. and Greenland. Last week, Nancy Pelosi, the speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, and seven other members of Congress went to Greenland to meet scientists and politicians about climate change.

Arctic, small islands join voices on ​climate change
Small island residents from the Caribbean, Fiji, French Polynesia, and the Arctic were in the central American nation of Belize last week to talk about their future in a warmer world.

"My people have been hunting on the ice for 5,000 years, but now you risk death around every turn" was the message Nick Illauq of Clyde River brought to the conference.

Patricia Cochran, the head of the International Inuit Council, told the conference that every Inuk in Alaska knows someone who had died by falling through the ice and drowning.

The "Many Strong Voices" program was launched in late 2005 at Montreal's global climate change meeting as a way to build bridges between Arctic communities and the organization of Small Island Developing States, whose futures are in danger due to extreme weather, temperature changes and rising sea levels.

The name of United Nations Environment Pro​gram project was originally "Many Small Voices."

"It is a measure of the depth of concern and strength of purpose of the participants from both regions that the name very soon became 'Many Strong Voices'," said Joan Eamer, UNEP's polar program manager.

The four-day workshop looked at strategies to adapt to climate change and ways to deliver a strong message to the world about climate change impact on their regions. Participants also drafted a five-year plan to address rising sea levels, stronger and more frequent hurricanes and ice melt.

________________________________________________________________________

Daily Nation: At last, Kenyans have chance to access latest research findings

Story by PETER MWAURA

Publication Date: 2007/06/09

Kenyan researchers, scientists and students, and those from other developing countries, have had little or no access so far to the rich scientific knowledge readily available to their counterparts in developed countries. 

A medical school in the developed world will have for its students typically more than 3,000 biomedical journals, not to mention textbooks, costing millions of dollars in subscriptions. 

A medical school in Africa will have a small collection of old textbooks and journals and virtually no access to the latest cutting-edge research and knowledge.

 n reality, the difference between the brightest medical student in the University of Nairobi and the brightest medical student in Harvard University is no more than the difference in access to the latest research, scientific journals, information tools and databases.

Lagging behind

A survey by the UN library in Nairobi shows only five of the top 11 scientific institutions in Kenya have access to scientific information databases. Mr Serge Bounda, the chief librarian who carried out the research, also found that two of the institutions did not even have access to the Internet.

Mr Bounda quotes other statistics that show Africa as a whole lagging behind in scientific knowledge. Citing Unesco figures, he says the national library collection (an indicator of national information wealth) is only three million in Africa, compared to 46 million in Asia and 300 million in Europe. 

“And Africa has just over 70,000 researchers, compared to Asia’s nearly 4.5 million, while the Internet penetration in Africa is 1.8 per cent, compared to Asia-Pacific’s 8.6 per cent, Europe’s 30.6 per cent and America’s 30.5 per cent,” he says.

Indeed, the scientific gap and digital divide is what defines Africa’s backwardness. It is one of the reasons why we have not developed a scientific culture. It is the main reason why what scientists call the cultural lag, the difference between the date of an invention or discovery and its common adoption or acceptance, in our societies is so prolonged in Africa. 

We live mostly in prescientific, low-technology societies. We live in a world where things that have a perfectly rational explanation are explained in terms of magic and witchcraft. That is why we are still burning witches more than 200 years after Europe stopped the uncanny practice. 

That is why we kill cats for crossing a football field. That is why our politicians consult witchdoctors to win elections. That is why in some parts of Kenya people cannot to build a modern house, dress nicely, or excel in school because they fear they will be bewitched. 

Due to lack of a scientific outlook and affordable access to scientific knowledge, we have failed to develop as fast as other societies. However, the latest cutting-edge knowledge is now available for free or at low cost for poor countries through electronic databases. 

For the medical and health community, there is now HINARI, an initiative launched by the World Health Organisation and Yale University. For the agricultural community, there is AGORA, an initiative of the Food and Agriculture Organisation and Cornell University. 

OARE, launched last October, is the latest access to knowledge. Institutions in countries, including Kenya, with a GNI per capita below $1,000, can access OARE free. OARE, built and managed in close cooperation with HINARI and AGORA, provides high quality, timely, relevant, scientific information. It hosts more than 1,300 scientific journal titles published by more than 200 prestigious publishing houses, scholarly societies, and scientific associations. It provides research in a wide range of disciplines from biotechnology to animal biodiversity. 

OARE is coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), Yale University, and leading science and technology publishers. This takes us back to Mr Bounda, the towering but friendly librarian who hails from Congo (Brazzaville), a country better known more for witchcraft-prone Ninja rebels than information management professionals. 

Technology publishers

Mr Bounda and Mr Mohamed Atani, who is the OARE technical officer, on Monday this week conducted a special demonstration training on how to use OARE as part of the celebrations of the World Environment Day.

Forty-six participants from as far afield as Isiolo and Nyahururu attended the training. Mainly librarians and NGO information professionals, they were excited about OARE. 

“I look forward to sharing the info with other Green Belt Movement staff members. It’s really cool!” said Ms Leah Wanambwa. “I also strongly believe that it will really help students, especially in their research. Most of the time there is no easily available data in the school libraries.”

UNEP executive director Achim Steiner describes OARE as “a new and inspiring example of international cooperation that can contribute greatly to the reduction of the North-South scientific gap and digital divide.”

====================================================================

Inter Press Service: G8: Much Talk, Too Few Results

By Julio Godoy

HEILIGENDAMM, Germany, Jun 8 (IPS) - This year's summit of the G8 heads of government will likely be remembered as a "how not to" organise such an event, for the contrast between the expectations it raised and its negligible accomplishments, and for its enormous security costs. 

The three-day Group of Eight summit, held in this Baltic seaside resort, ended with two vague, non-binding promises -- more aid for Africa, and negotiations towards a post-Kyoto Protocol international agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions -- and failures in numerous other items on the agenda. 

This G8 failure in Heiligendamm to pass its self-imposed test of credibility will certainly mark the future of its summits. 

The leaders of the G8 countries (Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, and the United States) said their farewells without an agreement on international trade negotiations, or on eliminating subsidies for agriculture in the industrialised world, a move that would give development a boost in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

No agreement was reached either on a new regulation of the highly speculative, and therefore risky, hedge funds, nor on the political status of the Serbian province of Kosovo. 

At the same time, the only accords the G8 leaders reached in Heiligendamm -- on a medium-term reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and new aid for Africa -- are considered as weak compromises, tailored only to avoid the impression that the summit was a total failure. 

On Friday, the G8 leaders agreed to allocate 60 billion U.S. dollars "over the coming years" to finance the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, and a further 500 million dollars for the "Education for All" programme in Africa. 

But development and aid experts consider this new pledge as a step backwards, compared to the promises made by the G8 at the 2005 summit in Gleneagles, Scotland, to double development assistance by 2010. The Gleneagles deal would mean an annual increase of aid levels by 50 billion dollars starting in 2006. 

"The whole declaration (on aid for Africa) is just cosmetic", Ulrich Post, development expert at the German non-governmental organisation Welthungerhilfe (World Hunger Aid), one of the country's largest aid campaigners. 

Post regretted that the G8 declaration on Africa "only mentions agriculture (in Africa) with one single phrase. In the face of more than 200 million people suffering from chronic malnutrition, of which 80 percent live on rural areas, this behaviour is scandalous," Post added. 

According to the development watchdog Oxfam, the new G8 aid promise for Africa means at best "just three billion U.S. dollars extra in aid by 2010." 

Previous to the Heiligendamm summit, Oxfam had shown that the G8 countries would miss their 2010 target on aid for Africa by 30 billion dollars. "Today's announcement may only close that gap to 27 billion dollars," the organisation said Friday. 

Other activists criticise the ambiguity of the G8 statement, which does not set a clear timetable for the allocation of the new promised assistance, nor does it define how much of the sum would truly be fresh aid. 

The Irish rock musician and anti-poverty campaigner Bono described this ambiguity as "a deliberate language of obfuscation. It is deliberately misleading. I am exasperated," the U2 frontman said. 

In addition, the new pledge for targeting AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria does not fulfil the target estimated by the United Nations for the G8 countries, and which foresees a spending of 15 billion dollars per year through to 2010 on the HIV/AIDS fight alone. 

Instead, the new aid promised at Heiligendamm commits the G8 countries to earmark about 12 billion dollars per year for all three diseases. 

The G8 deal on cutting climate-changing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is also seen as a lip service to international environmental policy. 

The group's joint statement on reducing GHG takes note of and expresses concern for "the recent IPCC [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change] reports (which) concluded both, that global temperatures are rising, that this is caused largely by human activities and, in addition, that for increases in global average temperature, there are projected to be major changes in ecosystem structure and function with predominantly negative consequences for biodiversity and ecosystems, e.g. water and food supply." 

But U.S. President George W. Bush and Russia's President Vladimir Putin agreed only to "seriously consider the decisions made by the European Union, Canada and Japan which include at least a halving of global emissions by 2050," according to the statement. "We commit to achieving these goals," the paper says. 

For Christoph Bals, director of the environmental organisation Germanwatch, the agreement opens the door for an international negotiation towards a new GHG reduction regime, under the framework of the UN, and with the participation of the U.S. government. (The United States is not part of the Kyoto Protocol.) 

But the statement is not binding, and further negotiations, starting at the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change conference in Bali, Indonesia, scheduled for December, will be a first test of the U.S commitment, and that of the Asian giants -- China and India -- to join the post-Kyoto process. 

The G8 leaders also failed to re-launch the negotiations on international trade in the stalled Doha Round of the World Trade Organisation, and did not advance towards eliminating its member countries farm subsidies, which constitute one of the main obstacles for development in Africa and other developing regions. 

These disappointments round out the image of an expensive, futile event, where G8 leaders only paid lip services to its own commitments, and who isolated themselves from demonstrators -- and the world -- with costs for security alone estimated at more than 135 million dollars. 

Japan is slated to host the G8 summit in 2008. (END/2007) 

________________________________________________________________________

Environment News SERVICE: G8 Summit Extends Environmental Work Beyond Climate 
HEILIGENDAMM, Germany, June 8, 2007 (ENS) - Environmental considerations at the G8 Summit hosted by Germany stretched far beyond the global warming compromise reached Thursday. When the Summit closed this evening, the G8 leaders announced support for integrating environmental standards into the extractive industries, and progress in controlling the proliferation of weapons and materials of mass destruction. 

In meetings today, the G8 leaders also won agreement from emerging economies and developing countries to help combat and adapt to climate change. 

"It was a successful summit," said host German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 


The G8 leaders launched a dialogue between the member states of the the G8 group of countries and the important emerging economies of Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa now known as the Heiligendamm Process. The dialogue will address innovation, freedom of investment, development in Africa, and energy efficiency and provide reports at the next two G8 Summits. 

This dialogue is necessary because neither the G8 countries nor the emerging economies can meet the challenges of the global economy alone, Merkel said. Joint solutions are to be developed that take each country's responsibilities into account. 

Emerging Economies' Commit to Limiting Climate Change 

In a meeting today, the leaders of the G8 and the five emerging economies agreed, "We face serious challenges in tackling climate change and achieving sustainable development globally." 

Leaders of Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa said they are "committed to contribute our fair share to tackle climate change in order to stabilize green house gas concentrations at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system." 

Calling for "a flexible, fair and effective global framework and concerted international action," the five leaders underlined "the crucial role of economic incentives, in particular by carbon markets, for the necessary investments in climate friendly technologies at large scale." 


They asked that financial support for adaptation to climate change that should be included in a future agreement along with enhanced technology cooperation and financing. 

They called on all parties "to actively and constructively participate in the negotiations on a comprehensive agreement" for the period after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. These negotiations will take place at the UNFCCC Conference in Indonesia in December. 

And the emerging economies confirmed their commitment to promote energy efficiency, to advance the effective use of fossil fuels, such as the clean coal technology, and to increase the use of cleaner and renewable energy sources, such as biofuels and biomass. 

The G8 leaders and the leaders of the emerging economies called on all parties "to actively and constructively participate in the UN Climate Change Conference in Indonesia in December 2007 with a view to achieving a comprehensive agreement for when the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012 that should include all major emitters. 

Global Warming Agreement by G8 Leaders 

The climate agreement, reached Thursday, comitted the eight industrialized countries to "seriously consider" halving greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, but did not state a numerical global target as desired by Chancellor Merkel. 


The European Union, Canada and Japan committed themselves to at least a halving of global emissions by 2050, but the United States and Russia did not agree. 

All eight leaders did agree that combating climate change is "one of the major challenges for mankind and it has the potential to seriously damage our natural environment and the global economy." 

They agreed that "urgent and concerted action is needed" and accepted their responsibility "to show leadership in tackling climate change." 

"It is vital," they said, "that the major emitting countries agree on a detailed contribution for a new global framework by the end of 2008 which would contribute to a global agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change by 2009. 

"Technology, energy efficiency and market mechanisms, including emission trading systems or tax incentives, are key to mastering climate change as well as enhancing energy security," the G8 leaders agreed. 

Any solutions, all agreed, must be based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities based on each nation's respective capabilities. 

Environmentalists were critical of the compromise. The deal is "clearly not enough to prevent dangerous climate change" said Daniel Mittler, climate policy advisor of Greenpeace International at the summit. "Governments failed to commit to what science tells us is necessary here. They must now urgently do so at the United Nations." 

Environmental Standards for Extractive Industries 

The G8 leaders expressed their support for the integration of social and environmental standards into the mining and oil and gas industries, known as the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, EITI. 

The initiative, launched by British Prime Minister Tony Blair in 2002, aims to ensure oil, mineral and gas reserves are properly used to foster sustainable development and reduce poverty. 

"We will support increased transparency and build good governance in developing countries with social and environmental standards," the G8 leaders said at Heiligendamm. "We therefore express our continuous support for the EITI and we will launch a certification pilot project." 

Non-Proliferation of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction 

Five years ago at the G8 Summit in Kananaskis, Canada, the G8 leaders announced the Global Partnership against the Proliferation of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, GP. 

A five-year progress report filed as an official G8 document in Heiligendamm says the commitment to raise up to US$20 billion for this work by 2012 is on track, and will continue. 

"Significant progress" has been made on tasks identified in Kananaskis, according to the report to the G8 leaders. 

Facilities for the destruction of chemical weapons stocks have been built, and actual destruction has begun. 

Initally in Russia, dismantling of decommissioned nuclear submarines and securing and removing the material from them has taken place and remediation of former naval bases in order to secure and remove spent nuclear fuels and radioactive waste is ongoing. 

The safety and security of fissile nuclear materials and chemical weapon stocks has been improved, the report states. 

And the G8 countries are Working with former weapons scientists and technicians to provide sustainable employment for them outside the weapons field. 

In the future, GP partners will undertake fissile material/plutonium disposition and work on biosecurity and biosafety. 

"The Russian Federation considers of primary importance for the implementation of the GP projects in Russia the dismantlement of decommissioned nuclear submarines and chemical weapons destruction," the report states. 

Fourteen other donors outside the G8 have been accepted as participants in the GP mechanism and are now making their own contribution to this work. Ukraine has joined the GP as a new recipient country. And the GP process is open to the inclusion of more countries. 

There is still "room for improving project implementation" within the GP framework, the report states, but the five year evaluation shows "it is possible to overcome the many bureaucratic obstacles to progress by sustaining good working-level relationships and a strong commitment to mutual cooperation and understanding, without compromising requirements for financial probity, safety standards or national security." 

African Development 

Sustainable development formed the basis for the G8's statement on Africa, which speaks of contributing to "sustainable growth by encouraging and mobilizing domestic and international entrepreneurship and investment." 

In reporting the progress made in Africa towards achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals to eradicate poverty and achieve environmental sustainability, halfway to the deadline of 2015, "it is clear that stronger efforts are required by all actors," according to a Summary of G8 Africa Personal Representatives’ Joint Progress Report on the G8 Africa Partnership. 

The G8 leaders called for more overseas development assistance and more "sustainable" private investment, and pledged to do more themselves. 

"We will continue to work with other donors at fulfilling the Gleneagles commitment to double aid to Africa – an additional $25 billion as part of an OECD estimated global annual increase of $50 billion by 2010, the G8 leaders said, referring to their pledge at the G8 meeting at Gleneagles, UK in 2005. 

In addition, the G8 leaders stressed the importance of working with developing countries on climate change issues and the implementation of adaptation strategies. 

The G8 will support facilitating the access to water and sanitation as well as energy. 

The G8 also need to assist in the transition to clean energy through support for the African components of the Clean Energy Investment Framework, and explore options to increase African participation in clean energy investment flows. 

The G8 supports Africa in promoting sustainable, affordable and secure energy supply and energy use as well as cooperation towards sustainable management and biodiversity conservation. 

Chancellor Merkel's message to the countries of Africa was, "We are aware of our responsibility and we will honor our commitments." The G8 needs to "fulfil the promises we made," she said. 

Speaking on behalf of the African Union, AU Chairman Ghanaian President John Kufuor said that African countries are prepared to play their part in making the Outreach Process a "true partnership". 

Kufuor proposed establishing a body which would be responsible for supporting and regularly reviewing the co-operation between the G8 and Africa. 

Over the coming years the G8 will be making a total of US$60 billion available to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis in Africa. This is to be used to safeguard universal access to comprehensive HIV/AIDS prevention programmes, treatment and care, and to develop health systems at the local level. 

"A plan to really defeat AIDS, TB and malaria is still missing, yet that's what we must keep demanding of these leaders," said Dr. Paul Zeitz, executive director of the Global AIDS Alliance. "This is not an issue of 'more money is always needed when it comes to poverty.' Rather, the full amount is needed so that we can actually get ahead of these health crises, which pose a threat to everyone." 

UN estimates show that $192 billion is needed to address AIDS, TB and malaria during from 2008 to 2012, mostly for HIV/AIDS, plus even more is needed to improve health systems. 

"We will have to watch the G8 carefully to see they keep their promises," Zeitz said. "But even if they do keep them, the funding falls far short of what is needed." 

Greenpeace Protesters Injured at Sea 

Tens of thousands of people have been protesting, both at Heiligendamm and at an alternative summit in nearby Rostock, trying to get the message through to the G8 that the time to act is now. 

As hundreds of G8 delegates arrived in the area on Wednesday, mass blockades interrupted their arrival at the fenced security zone. 

Thousands of activists blocked most of the routes leading to the G8 meeting venue in Heiligendamm. Over 10,000 people blocked the fence gates and 'breached' the newly declared no-demonstration zone around the fence. 

In the evening, police violently dispersed one of the blockades, while others continued with several thousand people still on the streets. Other activists protested in the streets surrounding the Rostock-Laage airport. 

On Thursday, German police pre-emptively boarded the Greenpeace ship, the Arctic Sunrise, though Greenpeace says it was well outside the summit's exclusion zone. 


The police came aboard without a search warrant and confined the 24 crew before seizing Greenpeace equipment including engines from inflatables, making the boats unusable, and the hull of a Greenpeace hot air balloon. 

This morning, 24 Greenpeace activists, using 11 speedboats took the message, "G8: Act Now!" to the waters around the beachfront summit hotel. They entered the outer restricted area at 11 am, informing the police as they did so. They came in from both east and west sides, entering into the inner restricted zone. 

Police boats ran over some of the Greenpeace boats - injuring six activists and sending several to the hospital with severe bruises. The activists were trying to deliver a petition calling for clear commitments on climate change. At last report, the boats and 19 activists were in police custody. 

Into the Future 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has offered to host the next G8 Summit in Hokkaido Toyako, Japan in July 2008, and his G8 counterparts have accepted his invitation. 

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters:US Religious Leaders Assert Need to Act on Climate 
US: June 8, 2007


WASHINGTON - US religious leaders -- Episcopal, Catholic, Jewish and evangelical Christian -- agreed on Thursday on the need to confront global warming, while other faith representatives questioned the climate change threat. 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church and a former oceanographer, told the Senate's Environment and Public Works Committee that most religious people have reached accord on the need to act. 

"While many in the faith community represented here today may disagree on a variety of issues, in the area of global warming we are increasingly of one mind," Schori said. "The crisis of climate change presents an unprecedented challenge to the goodness, interconnectedness and sanctity of the world God created and loves." 

There was a clear divide between witnesses called by the Democratic majority on the committee, chaired by long-time environmentalist Sen. Barbara Boxer of California, and those chosen by the Republican minority, led by Sen. James Inhofe of Oklahoma, the Senate's most vocal climate change skeptic. 

In addition to Schori, other witnesses summoned by Democrats were John Carr of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Rev. Jim Ball of the Evangelical Climate Initiative and Rabbi David Saperstein of the Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism. 


'TIME TO FIX THE PROBLEM' 

"We believe the science is settled and it's time to fix the problem," Ball told the committee, in a statement characteristic of this group of witnesses, who all noted that the consequences of global warming would disproportionately hit the world's poor. 

Witnesses called by Republicans were Russell Moore of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Rev. Jim Tonkowich of the Institute on Religion and Democracy and historian David Barton. 

Moore said Southern Baptists favor environmental protection but are not united in supporting any "specific legislation to combat global warming." 

"Many of us ... are not convinced that the extent of human responsibility is as it is portrayed by some global warming activists, or that the expensive and dramatic solutions called for will be able ultimately to transform the situation," Moore said. 

This is in line with the current position of President George W. Bush, who last week unveiled a long-term climate strategy that called for no mandatory limits on the greenhouse gases that spur global warming. 

Instead, Bush planned to meet this year with leaders of the 15 countries that emit the most greenhouse gases, and to agree on a way forward to cut emissions by the end of 2008. 

The Bush administration has been under fire for its stance on climate change, and at a summit of the Group of Eight richest countries on Thursday in Germany, world leaders agreed to pursue substantial but unspecified cuts in greenhouse gases and work with the United Nations on a new deal to fight global warming by 2009. 

________________________________________________________________________

BBC:Looking for clues in the ivory jungle 

By Richard Black 


Environment correspondent, BBC News website, The Hague
"It's a statement that's very easy to make, but much more difficult to prove." 

At the opening news conference for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting, Willem Wijnstekers gave more answers on ivory than anything else - in particular, on the question of whether even a very limited legal ivory trade would stimulate elephant poaching. 

Some animal welfare groups believe there is a link. 

"Whenever CITES even talks about ivory sales, poaching goes up," Peter Pueschel of the International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) had said at a pre-meeting briefing. 

The argument is that poachers will spot an opportunity to introduce illegal ivory into the market if a network for legal trade is operating. 

Others, including CITES secretary-general Mr Wijnstekers, are not so sure. 

"The data we have from Etis [the Elephant Trade Information System] is that there is no correlation between decisions made at CITES and the illegal trade," he said. 

Two things had sparked this debate. Just before the meeting opened, a CITES technical committee had decided that a one-off sale of stockpiled ivory from Botswana, Namibia and South Africa, approved in principle in 2002, could go ahead. 

And the same three countries plus Zimbabwe are asking for annual ivory export quotas, opposed by another African bloc under the informal leadership of Kenya and Mali. 

Getting some firm answers would seem to be a key requirement for the conservation community. 

No link seen 

Etis is a database of all seizures of illegal ivory made by customs officers, police or anyone else in authority globally. It documents where, when, how much, who, and as much information as possible about the route involved, including countries of origin, transit and destination. 

CITES formally established Etis under the management of Traffic, the wildlife monitoring network run by the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and WWF, in 1997, eight years after Traffic began gathering data independently. 

"We have something like 12,378 seizure records in the database now," says Tom Milliken, the organisation's director for eastern and southern Africa. 

Seizures can only give an indication of the amount of poaching, because authorities vary widely in their competence and inclination to intercept valuable shipments. 

Nevertheless, he maintains: "It captures the general trend, and if we see that the trend is going down for example, it really is going down." 

A graph shows no apparent relationship between CITES meetings where ivory sales have regularly been discussed, and seizures. Even the only previous one-off sale, approved in 1997 and enacted in the years following, made no visible bump on the graph. 

"After the one-off sale, we had six years of a decreasing trend," says Mr Milliken, "so the data does not support the hypothesis." 

Local knowledge 

But maybe Etis is the wrong database. Ideally, perhaps, you would use records of poaching, not of seizures. 

That was the case which the Kenyan government made to CITES in 2002. 

"There have been numerous reports by wildlife officials suggesting a rise in elephant poaching since CoP10 (the CITES meeting where the one-off sale was approved)," its submission read. 

"Though many of these are of necessity anecdotal, they are nonetheless of concern not only because of the numbers involved, but because they indicate apparent resurgence of poaching in areas that had been relatively quiet." 

It is an argument that the Kenyan authorities stand by today. 

"Any legal trade is an incentive to the illegal trade," says Patrick Omondi, head of species conservation and management at Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS). 

"That's why we are pushing for a 20-year total moratorium on any legal sales." 

Not convinced 

The problem for Kenya's case lies in that word "anecdotal", which is to scientists what a rabbit is to a hungry dog. 

Anecdotal evidence presents no problems for NGOs such as Ifaw whose positions are based largely on ethical conviction. 

It is a problem for CITES itself, and for organisations such WWF and Traffic, which all recognise that animal trade can bring money to needy communities, even generate funds for conservation, and demand hard evidence that trade is doing damage before they will back a ban. 

In an attempt to get some firm numbers, CITES has set up another monitoring system called Mike - Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants - which does exactly what its name suggests. 

It is gathering data from more than 70 sources in Africa and Asia, and aims to provide a comprehensive picture of how many elephants are being poached, and where and when. 

"There wasn't really any hard data before the year 2000, and that's why Mike was set up," says Mike's data analyst Julian Blanc. 

"We're really concentrating on getting baseline data, and there haven't been any sales since Mike began. We're pretty confident that we will be able to pick up any upsurges in poaching." 

But it will take Mike six years to build up an accurate picture. In the meantime, CITES has some decisions to make. 

Precautionary principle 

Ifaw urges a precautionary approach. "They (Etis) don't believe poaching is caused by the legal trade - we say it is," says the organisation's international advisor for Africa, Michael Wamithi, a former KWS officer. 

"In 1997, we did not change our law enforcement procedures at all, so there could be no other reason for the upsurge we saw in poaching other than poachers were anticipating that the legal trade would be permitted." 

________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Olympic firms 'abusing workers'  

Some official merchandise for the 2008 Olympics in China has been made using child labour, forced overtime and low wages to boost profits, a report says. 

Playfair - an alliance of world trade unions - has condemned "severe workers' rights violations" in four Chinese factories ahead of the Beijing games. 

The group said it found abuses at the factories - licensed to make official Olympic caps, bags and stationery. 

Companies cited in the report have denied the allegations. 

International Olympic Committee said it supported ethical practices. 

But in Britain, where the IOC is due to meet on Tuesday, trade unionists said tougher action was needed to make sure that the 2012 Games in London were not tarnished by similar accusations. 

Investigators' report - entitled "No medal for the Olympics on labour rights" - cites "gross violations of basic labour standards... including adult wages at half the legal minimum, employment of workers as young as 12 years old". 

It also highlights alleged labour rights violations, such as forced overtime, workers being instructed to lie about wages and conditions to outside inspectors and poor health and safety conditions. 

BBC visits factories 

Guy Ryder, general secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation, said: "It brings shame on the whole Olympics movement that such severe violations of international labour standards are taking place in Olympics-licensed factories." 

The IOC said it did not have direct control over merchandise companies - but that host cities were expected to follow guidelines on fair labour standards. 

An IOC statement said: "The IOC is committed to being a socially responsible leader of the Olympic Movement that takes care of the Olympic brand in the best way possible. 

"It matters to us is that sourcing is done ethically." 

The BBC visited two of the factories named in the report, and managers denied the claims. 

Lekit Stationery, is a Taiwanese company which has been operating in the city of Dongguan, in Guangdong Province, for the last 20 years. It is making paper cups, notebooks and stickers adorned with Olympic motifs. 

The report accused the company of employing children and forcing them to work up to 13 hours a day. 

"It's not true," company manager Michael Lee told the BBC. "We work for some of the best brand names in the world and they check our company every month." 

He said the factory's 420 workers earned a basic monthly salary of about 700 yuan ($91; £46) and overtime was paid at time and a half. 

'Good living environment' 

Mainland Headwear Holdings, on the outskirts of the city of Shenzhen, also denied any wrongdoing. 

Production director Samuel Wai told the BBC: "We follow all the government regulations here so I'm not sure where these complaints have come from. 

"Employees here enjoy a very good living environment and working conditions." 

The BBC spoke to some of the employees who live in the apartment buildings outside the factory, who agreed with Mr Wai's assessment. 

Another company named in the report was Eagle Leather Products in Guangdong, which makes Olympics-branded bags. 

Most workers were obliged to work 30 days per month, the report said, with forced overtime. 

The Associated Press news agency reached the factory, speaking to a woman who identified herself only as Ms Chang. 

"I cannot agree with the report," she said. 

"Our plant is making bags for the Olympics. Our working hours are 8am to 6pm - no extended hours, no child labour." 

Sun Weide, a spokesman for the Beijing Olympic Games Organising Committee said he had not read the report, but added: "When we sign an agreement with a firm they have to make a commitment that they will completely honour China's Labour laws and regulations." 

China does not allow child labour, he added. 

________________________________________________________________________

AFP:Flood waters threaten Australian city hit by storm 

1 hour, 38 minutes ago 

SYDNEY (AFP) - Surging floodwaters were Monday threatening an Australian city badly hit by violent storms over the weekend, as thousands of people evacuated from towns north of Sydney were allowed to return home. 

Officials said while the flood danger for the town of Maitland in the Hunter Valley had eased, waters were threatening to inundate suburbs on the outskirts of Newcastle to the east.

As many as 6,000 people were evacuated from their homes on Sunday after deadly storms saw the Hunter River burst its banks in some areas and threaten to breach the levee surrounding central Maitland.

But flood waters rose more slowly than expected overnight and those living inside the levee were allowed to return home early Monday.

One Maitland resident said emergency services volunteers were now working to remove sandbags from the town's main streets.

"The town is like a ghost town. It's just really deserted up here at the moment," Lee Bennett told ABC radio.

New South Wales Emergency Services Minister Nathan Rees said the danger for Maitland was not over, particularly for those 1,000 people who lived outside the levee.

"There was no major overtopping of the main levee system but I do want to stress that there will be extensive flooding in surrounding rural areas and outlying urban villages," Rees said.

He said the focus would now move to areas closer to Newcastle.

Newcastle was hammered by the storm system which struck Friday, with a massive freighter washed aground by giant waves and the city centre left looking as if it had been hit by an earthquake.

The storms which lashed Sydney and Newcastle and the Central Coast to the north, left nine people dead, including five people from the same family who died when their car plunged into a swollen creek after the road collapsed beneath them.

Meanwhile, workers were still trying to reconnect some 40,000 homes to the electricity grid, some four days after they were cut off by the storm.

EnergyAustralia spokesman Anthony O'Brien said the damage to roads made the task extremely difficult.

"We have to go in and rebuild and restring entire lines because the poles have just collapsed, where the side of the road may have just collapsed," he said.

"The poles have literally fallen and in some places washed away, so it's in some cases a very complicated job."

________________________________________________________________________

SciDev.Net : London Central Africa: Deforestation Accelerating in Region

8 June 2007

Abiose Adelaja

Central Africa is steadily giving way to industrial logging, a new research report shows.

The report, published today (8 June) in the journal Science, highlights the rapid expansion of the logging frontier in the Congo Basin, including Cameroon, Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Republic of Congo and Democratic Republic of Congo. It shows the need to conserve forested landscapes while also sustaining timber production crucial for Central African nations.

Central Africa, especially the Democratic Republic of Congo, contains the last frontiers for logging expansion in Africa, Nadine Laporte, a scientist at the Woods Hole Research Center in the United States and one of the authors of the report, told SciDev.Net.

In Central Africa as a whole, 600,000 square kilometers of forest -- 30 per cent -- has been conceded for logging, whereas only 12 per cent is protected.

Laporte and colleagues use satellite remote sensing to track the expansion of logging roads for the three decades preceding 2003. Road development provides a measure of the amount of logging that is taking place in forested areas.

They analysed four million square kilometres of the region, using over 300 Landsat satellite images.

The highest densities of logging roads are in Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea, where 15 per cent of the forest has been disturbed. The most rapidly changing area is in northern Republic of Congo, where the rate of road construction roughly quadrupled between 1976-90 and 2000-02.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, which contains 63 per cent of the remaining forest of the region, only one per cent of forest has been disturbed by logging trails and tree-felling. But the analysis also reveals evidence of a new, expanding logging frontier, with an increasing rate of logging-road construction since 1986.

Laporte says that the impact of logging on the forest of Central Africa has not been recorded on such a scale before.

"It has never being timelier to monitor forest degradation in Central Africa because there's still an opportunity to make a significant difference in reducing the amount of deforestation," Laporte told SciDev.Net.

She says the 'average citizen' will be the one to determine the future of the forests in Central Africa.

"If the average citizen decides he only wants to buy certified wood, the industrial company will have to comply. If they do not care, the forests of the world, not just Africa, could be damaged beyond recovery."

Demola Omojola, from the geography department at the University of Lagos in Nigeria, said people must become more aware of their environment.

"[People] believe in the concept of having inexhaustible natural resources, and the implication is that we are reckless to our environment and it is showing in the way we are losing biodiversity."

________________________________________________________________________

The Independent: Toxic fumes on planes 'threaten thousands of passengers each year' 

By Geoffrey Lean, Environment Editor 

Published: 10 June 2007 

Two official investigations are being opened into alarming leaks of poison into commercial airliners in flight. They follow scientific research showing that fumes have rendered pilots incapable of flying their aircraft safely and have put hundreds of thousands of British passengers at risk. 

The House of Lords Select Committee on Science and Technology is about to examine the threat as part of an investigation into air travel and health. And the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) told The Independent on Sunday that the Government is to fit equipment in at least one plane in the hope of studying a leak when it takes place.

Next week a new pressure group, the Aerotoxic Association, will be launched to campaign on the issue - and will start by publishing the Aviation Contaminated Air Reference Manual, which includes details of more than 1,050 incidents in Britain alone.

Air travel has been made possible over the past 60 years by a technique called "bleed air pressurisation", which takes hot air out of the engine, cools it down and then feeds it - without first filtering it - into the plane's cabin and cockpit.

Sometimes, however, this becomes contaminated with engine oils containing many different chemicals, which are wafted into the plane to be inhaled by passengers and crew alike. Campaigners are particularly concerned about a neurotoxin called tricresyl phosphate (TCP).

No one knows how frequently an event of this kind takes place because no commercial airliners are fitted with monitors to detect it. But Professor Chris van Netten, an expert on the problem at the University of British Columbia, said he found TCP in every aircraft he examined.

A survey by the British Airline Pilots Association found that less than 4 per cent of contaminated air incidents experienced by its members were reported to the CAA. Sarah Mackenzie Ross, a consultant clinical neuropsychologist and chartered clinical psychologist at University College London, estimated in a recently published paper that on that basis 197,000 passengers on nearly 2,000 UK flights were exposed in 2004 alone.

She has also examined 27 affected pilots for another official investigation being conducted by the Committee on Toxicity, which advises government departments.

She found that all but one of the pilots suffered "chronic health problems, including fatigue, sleep difficulties, fluctuating gastrointestinal problems, numbness and tingling in fingers and toes, memory loss and word-finding difficulties".

Some, she added, reported "alarming cognitive failures", including: "being unable to retain, or confusing, numerical data and information provided by air traffic control regarding altitude and speed; completing tasks in the incorrect sequence; setting the wrong cleared level for the aircraft to climb or descend; and being unable to recall important matters such as whether the undercarriage has been raised or lowered."

Some have had to stop flying altogether, including Tristan Loraine, who is publishing a novel based on his experiences next week. A superfit pilot with 20 years' experience, he competed in the Ironman Triathlon in August 2005, but had become so ill within a year that he was grounded.

He says the fumes made him feel as if "I had been hit across the head with a baseball bat"; even a trip to Paris as a passenger last Wednesday made him ill again.

"This shows how quickly your life can be turned round, what the exposure can do to you even if you are really fit," he says.

The CAA says that leaks are decreasing, and that the onboard test - to be run by the Department of Transport - will start "very shortly". But campaigners are sceptical of both official inquiries and aim to step up the pressure on ministers. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Quebec to Apply Canada's First Carbon Tax 

CANADA: June 8, 2007


MONTREAL - The Quebec government plans to begin applying Canada's first carbon tax this fall to help fund its plans to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases that cause global warming. 

The cabinet for Quebec's minority Liberal government approved the tax, which will apply to some 50 companies, including Petro-Canada and Imperial Oil Ltd., and other energy producers such as Hydro-Quebec that use hydrocarbons. 

For motorists, the tax amounts to 0.8 Canadian cents for each litre of gasoline. 

The tax, proposed more than a year ago, takes effect Oct. 1 and will be applied on other hydrocarbons at different rates, including per-litre taxes of 0.9 Canadian cents for diesel fuel and 0.96 Canadian cents for light heating oil, as well as C$8 a tonne for coal. 

Quebec's Natural Resources Minister Claude Bechard said he hoped oil companies would absorb the tax rather than pass it on to consumers, but analysts said they expect retail prices to rise. 

Retail gasoline prices ranged from C$1.09 to C$1.16 a litre in Quebec Thursday, according to government survey information. 

The estimated C$200 million (US$188 million) of annual tax revenues brought in by the new levy would be used to fund the provinces plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions and improve public transit. 

Three companies, Petro-Canada, Ultramar and Shell , operate refineries in Quebec, and the province has some 1,500 gasoline retailers. 

(US$1=$1.06 Canadian) 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service:  Emigration a Blessing for Biosphere Reserve
By Diego Cevallos

SIERRA GORDA, Mexico, Jun 9 (IPS/IFEJ) - Pressure on natural resources and biodiversity in Mexico's Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve has been reduced as a result of the emigration of half its human inhabitants -- some 50,000 people -- to the United States. 

The local authorities of the reserve, which covers 384,000 hectares in the central-eastern state of Querétaro, recognise this fact. Meeting here are the extremes of desert, semi-tropical and lower mountain ecosystems, which are the habitat of unique species -- many of which have yet to be studied. 

With emigration, farming, ranching and logging activities have seen a decline. But the landscape has changed also as a result of the money the emigrants send home to their families here: showy new homes made from more expensive materials like concrete, and a growing number of large trucks with U.S. license plates -- the most prized object among young people, say local residents. 

The latest data on population density -- 25 inhabitants per square kilometre -- is from 2000 and does not include the flood of emigration of young people in recent years. 

Those who have stayed use little firewood, and their main source of energy is propane from small tanks. But there are several garbage dumps in different municipalities that are overflowing. The local authorities assure that by the end of the year there will be several sanitary landfills ready for operation, and that 70 percent of plastic and cardboard will be collected for recycling. 

"Those who remain in Sierra Gorda are that critical mass who get by here (with the remittances sent by relatives abroad), reforesting, collecting carbon and protecting watersheds. For others, it is not an option faced with the craze of becoming 'gringos'," says Martha Ruiz, director of the reserve, referring to the nickname given to Mexico's neighbours to the north. 

"This going to the United States weighs heavily on my soul because of the loss of identity, but I completely recognise that has allowed us to restore the reserve," she adds in an interview for this report. 

Emigration, particularly of people 26 and younger, is a long-time phenomenon in Sierra Gorda, but several studies indicate that it gathered strength in the 1990s. 

The National Institute of Statistics says the state of Querétaro, with a population of 1.6 million, sees some 25,000 people emigrate to the United States each year -- a large portion of them from Sierra Gorda. 

The residents of the reserve earn an average of 240 dollars a month, while many of those who emigrate to the U.S. are seeking jobs as farm labourers, which pay between 1,000 and 1,500 dollars a month, or as construction workers, for 2,000 dollars or more. 

"They leave because there is no work here. I have two brothers living there for the past 11 years. I don't remember them very well, but occasionally they send money," says 14-year-old Dulce Banderas. 

Here in Sierra Gorda, the population makes its livelihood in subsistence farming and some commerce. 

All of Banderas's friends have a family member or friend in the United States. She lives in Tilaco, one of the 600 villages in Sierra Gorda, 54 percent of which have fewer than 100 inhabitants. 

Her schoolmate Omar Márquez believes that for "all those who go there (United States) it's pure work and more work. I wouldn't like that very much." 

"There, one doesn't know anybody. Some who leave come back on vacation, and arrive here with money, but they spend it all on beer," he says during a break in an environmental education class taught by two teachers and financed by the reserve. 

Some 16,000 Sierra Gorda secondary-school students attend these classes, in which they learn to care for and appreciate their surroundings. But this doesn't prevent most of them from leaving for the country to the north once they turn 18 or 19, most without U.S. immigration papers and after paying 2,000 to 3,000 dollars to human traffickers to get them across the border. 

"We make a maximum effort to transmit to them the value of this place, but the influence of the United States is very strong, and the kids start very young with the idea of earning some dollars and being able to buy a better truck," says Salvador Ortiz, a teacher who coordinates the environmental courses, known as Eco-Clubs. 

The emigration phenomenon is paradoxical in Sierra Gorda. If it were to stop, "we would have brutal pressure on all our forested areas," warns Ruiz, director of the reserve that has been protected by the Mexican government since 1997 and declared a World Biosphere Reserve in 2001 by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation). 

"Our goal is that in 10 years we will be able to pay compensation and incentives to all owners of forest and of important areas of the reserve so that some of their children won't feel the need to leave," she said. 

With support from the government, from private foundations, and from the Global Environment Facility, through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), over the last four years the authorities have paid for "environmental services" of owners of 21,500 hectares of the reserve, which is just 5.6 percent of its total area. 

Here there are no large landowners. Those who receive payment for environmental services -- 18 to 27 dollars a year for each hectare they conserve -- are about 215 owners of plots around 100 hectares. Just a couple community-held properties are taking advantage of the programme. 

It is an area protected by federal and state laws, but 97 percent of its territory is in the hands of individual or community owners. It is with them that all conservation and restoration programmes are agreed and developed. 

Although attacks by insect and plant pests have taken their toll on the forests in recent years, Sierra Gorda is Mexico's nature reserve with greatest biodiversity. 

Six wild cat species find their home here, including pumas (Felis concolor or Puma concolor) and jaguars (Panthera onca). According to scientists, their presence is a sign that conservation is working in Sierra Gorda as these felines require vast areas to live and hunt. 

The diversity is such that in a relatively small space there are black bears (Ursus americanus), spider monkeys (Ateles hybridus) and military macaws (Ara militaris), as well as 2,308 different plant species. 

The reserve holds ecosystems that vary with the altitudes, from 350 to 3,100 metres above sea level, and with diverse climates, and a geography of jutting elevations, canyons, and caverns. 

This natural wealth has attracted non-governmental organisations, conservation foundations and UN agencies to support the protection and recovery of the area and development efforts for the residents. 

There are no notable social conflicts here; no problems related to the illegal drug trade or illicit crops that afflict other parts of the country. 

While some people of Sierra Gorda emigrate, there are some new arrivals: the transnationals Shell Oil Company, Wal-Mart and Hewlett-Packard, and the Mexican Bimbo food company are providing different types of backing for the reserve. And soon others will join them, says Ruiz. 

(*This story is part of a series of features on sustainable development by IPS - Inter Press Service, and IFEJ -- the International Federation of Environmental Journalists.) (END/2007)
________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service:Trouble in Hawaiian Islands Marine Monument on World Ocean Day 
By Sunny Lewis 
HONOLULU, Hawaii, June 8, 2007 (ENS) - Out in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, environmentalists say all is not well in America's first national marine monument on World Ocean Day, observed each year on June 8. 

They are outraged at the recent decision of the Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources, BLNR, to allow bio-prospecting in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine National Monument. 

Conservationists and native Hawaiians are attending the BLNR meeting today in Honolulu to demand a moratorium on all research permits in this far-flung island chain that stretches for 1,400 square miles north and west of the main Hawaiian islands. 

The BLNR's decision is unacceptable," said Vicky Holt-Takamine, president of the 'Ilio'ulaokalani Coalition and a member of the Congressional commission developing a bio-prospecting policy for the state. 
"

"Bio-prospecting is the theft of natural resources from native peoples. It should not happen in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands or anywhere in Hawaii," she said. 

The conservationists argue that the BLNR should not grant rights to bio-prospectors when a law on the issue is being drafted. 

On the BLNR agenda today are several permits for a University of Hawaii research mission through the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology. These researchers are seeking to collect thousands of samples of living organisms with the possibility of patenting the biological material they find. 

The Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology received $2.3 million in federal funding for this research project last summer, but the permit applications were made public only last week. 

The ship for this research mission, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Hi'ialakai, is requesting permission to dump human waste in the monument waters. According to the permit application, the ship's waste system is broken and unable to separate grey water from black water, so the institute says it must dump both types of waste into the ocean on a daily basis. 


But dumping waste is prohibited in both the state and federal waters of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

"This is not the way to treat a fragile and unique marine environment," said Marti Townsend of KAHEA: The awaiian-Environmental Alliance. "Dumping waste water onto ancient, pristine coral reefs is inexcusable, especially when it is the federal government doing the dumping." 

Townsend and Holt-Takamine will go before the BLNR today to point out that research is being allowed before any monument management plan is in place. 

By state and federal law, research in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands must further the conservation and management goals of the monument. Because there is no monument management plan in place, there is no way for decision-makers to assess whether the proposed research is necessary for the monument, they argue. 

The Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology says a 2005 agreement with the National Marine Sanctuary Program allows its scientists to conduct the scientific research required for the development of a science-based ecosystem management plan for the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve. This reserve is included in the new monument. 


Proclaiming the new monument, the President said, "These undersea forests and mountain ranges comprise the largest remote reef system in the world. And this region holds the largest and healthiest untouched coral reef system in the United States. And we're going to preserve it. ... The Department of the Interior and the Department of Commerce will work with the state of Hawaii and the public to develop a plan to manage the monument." 

"As a marine national monument, the waters of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands will receive our nation's highest form of marine environmental protection," said the President. 

"The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are a public trust resource," said Townsend today. "It is ultimately the public's responsibility to ensure this unique and fragile ecosystem is properly protected." 

"So far, state and federal managers for the NWHI have failed to fulfill the mandates of the state refuge and the federal monument," Townsend said. "We are here to help them get back on track." 


The advocates are demanding that the Board of Land and Natural Resources, a function of the state Department of Land and Natural Resources, honor its own 45 day public comment policy. 

After consulting with the state Office of Information Practices, the Board adopted a policy to allow the public 45 days to review and comment on all Northwestern Hawaiian Islands permit applications. 

But the Board staff does not abide by this policy, instead releasing information less than a week before decision-making. 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, DLNR, is well aware that Hawaii's ocean resources are in danger. 

In a joint report with The Nature Conservancy of Hawaii released today to mark World Ocean Day, the DLNR warns that Hawaii's coral reefs are in urgent need of protection. 

"Hawaii's coral reefs are a natural legacy in jeopardy – threatened by run-off, sedimentation and marine debris, the introduction and spread of invasive species, destructive fishing practices, recreational overuse and the specter of climate change," the report states. 

"These threats have so damaged Hawaii's coral reef ecosystems over the past century that nearshore fisheries have declined by more than 75 percent." 

"The good news is that coral reefs are resilient," said Kim Hum, director of marine programs for The Nature Conservancy of Hawaii. "If we act in time, we can still restore this priceless natural asset. Returning our reefs to health is essential if we are to create a sustainable future for our islands." 

Titled "The Living Reef," the report was produced with funding provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Coral Reef Conservation Program. 

Hawaii's coral reefs and nearshore waters are inhabited by some 7,000 marine life forms, a quarter of them found nowhere else on Earth. Hawaii's cultural traditions and island way of life are intimately tied to its reefs, which contribute more than $350 million annually to the state's economy, or about $1 million a day. 

"Coral reefs provide Hawaii's people with countless benefits – from the fresh fish we eat, to the surf we ride, and the beaches we enjoy," said Dan Polhemus, administrator for DLNR's Division of Aquatic Resources. 

"They also serve as nature's breakwaters, protecting us from the destructive power of the sea. In more ways than we might realize, our island lifestyle depends on our coral reefs," he said. 

To protect Hawaii's marine resources and ensure a sustainable future, the DLNR and the Nature Conservancy propose six "proven measures" for restoring coral reefs: 

1. Return to the traditional Hawaiian way of catching only what is needed using responsible fishing practices.

2. Invest in effective sewage treatment facilities and an integrated system for preventing other land-based sources of shoreline pollution.

3. Increase funding for community-based near shore marine management.

4. Increase funding and staffing for marine resource enforcement.

5. Adopt the recommendations of the 2003 State Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan to ensure prevention, early detection, and rapid response to invasive aquatic species.

6. Create nursery areas that will allow fish to grow to full maturity and reproduce at a rate that exceeds the rate of extraction.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: British explorers' Antarctic hut on world's most endangered sites list
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WELLINGTON, New Zealand: The Antarctic base occupied by British explorer Robert Falcon Scott on his ill-fated expedition to the South Pole on foot early last century has been included on a list of the world's 100 most endangered sites, spurring pleas Friday for multimillion dollar conservation work.

The list, compiled by an international panel and released by the World Monuments Fund Wednesday, identifies what are considered to be the world's most endangered historic, architectural and cultural treasures.

The WMF identified climate change as the biggest threat to the hut, built in 1911 at Cape Evans by Captain Scott's British Antarctic expedition. The hut is wooden but for decades was permanently frozen. With the ice melting, the timbers have become waterlogged and are rotting.

Thousands of objects and artifacts from the expedition, which cost Scott and his team their lives during their return journey from the South Pole, remain in and around the hut.

Nigel Watson, the New Zealand Antarctic Heritage Trust director, said Friday the New Zealand government supported any efforts to preserve the site and hoped the listing would attract donors.

He said the estimated cost of conserving the site was 9 million New Zealand dollars (US$6.7 million; €5 million).

New Zealand's Everest conqueror and Antarctic explorer Sir Edmund Hillary has been vocal in supporting the preservation of the Scott hut, along with another occupied by a fellow British polar explorer, Sir Ernest Shackelton.

Hillary, who visited Antarctica earlier this year to open the rebuilt Scott Base — New Zealand's science base on the north Antarctic coast — at the time called on the British government to put money and manpower into the restoration projects.

He had written to "important people in Britain" suggesting the huts must be retained as memorials to the great British explorers.

"The British should take a little more interest in them. To find now that these relics of a heroic age are barely supported by Britain is just a little bit disappointing," Hillary said.
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Climate change ‘defining issue of our era,’ says Ban Ki-moon, hailing G8 action 

8 June - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called climate change the “defining issue of our era,” and welcomed the agreement by the world’s richest nations to address the threat as an “important first step.” 

Speaking at a press conference in Heiligendamm, Germany, where the leaders of the “Group of Eight” leading industrialized nations met this week for their annual summit, Mr. Ban said climate change was “the main reason I came here.” 

The agreement by G8 leaders on “strong and early action” to combat climate change, and to pursue related negotiations under UN auspices, is “only a first step – a beginning, not an end,” the Secretary-General stated. 

Political will at the highest level is “desperately” needed now to make significant emissions reductions and to help countries adapt to climate change, Mr. Ban said. “On both, we will need leadership by the G8 countries.” 

To facilitate further discussion on the issue, Mr. Ban announced he will convene a special high-level meeting in New York on climate change on 24 September, just ahead of the opening of this year’s annual debate of Heads of State and Government. 

Also today, Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Climate Change Convention, welcomed the intention of leaders to conclude by 2009 negotiations on a replacement for the Convention’s Kyoto Protocol, which contains legally binding targets for reducing emissions through 2012. 

“The green light has been given for negotiations to begin on a comprehensive, flexible and fair agreement at the United Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Bali in December this year,” he stated. 

“A negotiating agenda must now be mapped out, which needs to address how future climate change policies can green economic growth and assist societies, especially the most vulnerable societies, to adapt to climate change,” Mr. de Boer added. 

UN envoy lays out road map towards peace in Darfur 

8 June - The United Nations Special Envoy to Darfur today laid out “a road map towards peace” in the war-ravaged region of the Sudan, calling on all parties to cease hostilities and prepare for forthcoming negotiations. 

There are three stages of the road map for the coming months, Jan Eliasson told reporters after briefing the Security Council. 

Firstly, “there have been tendencies in the past of initiatives being conducted in parallel rather than in a converging pattern” so such efforts must be united, he said. 

The second phase entails pre-negotiation, which will involve “shuttle diplomacy” to both the Government in the capital Khartoum and to non-signatories to last year’s Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA). 

Lastly, he said that he hoped invitations to peace negotiations will be issued “during the course of the summer.” 

Mr. Eliasson appealed to all sides to put an end to the fighting – including the cessation of bombings to create an atmosphere favourable to negotiations. 

He also urged the parties to ready themselves for discussions. On the Government side, he noted that authorities have already begun conferring on such issues as compensation and wealth-sharing. Other topics which are more sensitive but need to be considered are power-sharing and security, which deals with the disarming of the Janjaweed militia. 

Regarding the non-signatories, he observed that “they are fragmenting further,” with their number growing to 12. “That is of course a great difficulty, not only politically but also physically and logistically,” Mr. Eliasson said, underscoring the need for the non-signatories to coordinate their positions. 

“I was met with great understanding by the Security Council today,” he said to the press. He also thanked Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for making Darfur a top priority. As a result, “we are now given the resources to beef up and strengthen our staff both in Khartoum and elsewhere to prepare for the negotiations.” 

He highlighted the importance of the political aspect of bringing peace to Darfur, noting “peacekeeping can never be effective if there is no peace to keep.” 

Mr. Eliasson welcomed recent regional initiatives to further the peace process, namely the efforts made by Eritrea, Chad and Libya, which will be converged with the UN-African Union (AU) effort. 

When asked about the likelihood of all 12 non-signatories attending the planned negotiations, he responded that the parties are aware of the realities on the ground. 

“There is a growing frustration, a growing weariness and tiredness for the situation,” he said. “The tribal leaders, the leaders in the camps are very, very vocal and make very strongly the point that this conflict must come to an end.” 

Mr. Eliasson voiced hope in the role the AU and UN can play in serving as “a catalyst for bringing everyone on-board.” 

Yesterday, at the Security Council, the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) called for the arrest of the two suspects – a militia leader and the Minister of State for Humanitarian Affairs – wanted to stand trial for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur. 

The UN and AU are expected to meet with Sudanese authorities in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa on 11 and 12 June regarding the planned hybrid force, and the Security Council will hear a briefing on the meeting’s outcome prior to its departure for Africa on 14 June. 

Last November, the Government, the UN and the AU agreed to the creation of a hybrid force in Darfur as the third phase of a three-step process to replace the existing but under-resourced AU Mission in the Sudan (AMIS), which has been unable to end the fighting. 

More than 200,000 people have been killed and at least 2 million others displaced from their homes since clashes erupted in 2003 between Government forces, allied Janjaweed militias and rebel groups. 

More funds needed for UN-backed court in Sierra Leone, official says 

8 June - Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro joined officials from the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone today in appealing for an additional $60 million to complete the Court’s work by the end of 2009. 

“It is imperative that the international community continues to generously support the Special Court, ensuring that it has both the human and financial resources to conclude its mandate,” Ms. Migiro told the 15-member Security Council, as it met to consider the Court’s work. 

The Special Court, established on 16 January 2002 by an agreement between the Government of Sierra Leone and the UN, is mandated to try “those who bear greatest responsibility” for war crimes and crimes against community committed in the country after 30 November 1996. 

The projected budget for completing the Court’s work by the end of 2009 is $89 million. If the Court is to adhere to its completion strategy, it is vital to assure adequate financial support, particularly as available funds will be exhausted by November this year, according to Court officials. 

Four trials are currently before the Special Court, three of which are taking place in Freetown, and the other – the war crimes trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor – at The Hague. 

Mr. Taylor is facing 11 counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international humanitarian law, including mass murder, mutilations, rape, sexual slavery and the use of child soldiers, for his role in the decade-long civil war that engulfed Sierra Leone, which borders Liberia. 

The Special Court offers hope future generations “a hope that in the affairs of men and women of all nations, the rule of law may prevail and that those whose deeds offend the conscience of mankind shall not go unpunished,” said Ms. Migiro. 

The Taylor trial marks “a watershed event for international justice,” the Court’s Prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, told the Council. 

It shows that “no matter how high the position of the person responsible, there will be a day of justice,” he added. 

Noting that the Court’s importance goes beyond the completion of its legal proceedings, its President, Justice George Gelaga King, said its establishment represented a major contribution to long-term peace and security in Sierra Leone and the region. 

“The Court has contributed greatly to the efforts being made in Sierra Leone to resurrect the rule of law and to end impunity,” he stated. 

Visiting Somalia, UN’s top political official urges reconciliation 

8 June - During an unannounced visit to Mogadishu today, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs expressed solidarity with the people of Somalia while encouraging the leaders of the Transitional Federal Government to reach out to their opponents for the sake of peace and reconciliation in the war-torn Horn of Africa country. 

“The international community is willing to help Somalia in all areas as long as there is progress on the ground,” Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs B. Lynn Pascoe told reporters at Mogadishu airport. 

His comments came at the end of a four-hour visit in which he met at a heavily-guarded presidential compound in Mogadishu with President Abdullai Yusuf Ahmed and Prime Minister Mohamed Ali Gedi, along with members of his cabinet, a UN spokesperson reported. 

Mr. Pascoe held a separate meeting with Ali Mahdi, the Chairman of an independent committee charged with organizing an upcoming National Reconciliation Conference intended to forge social and political compromise between the country’s various clans and factions. 

“The National Reconciliation Conference is critical to the political development of this country,” Mr. Pascoe said. 

During his meetings, Mr. Pascoe expressed concern about recent politically motivated arrests and the forced closure of three radio stations which had criticized the Government. 

He also raised concerns about the treatment of humanitarian workers, insisting their neutrality be respected and they be allowed to work without interference. 

While emphasizing the need for political progress, Mr. Pascoe said security improvements are required in tandem, according to the UN spokesperson. 

The Under-Secretary-General also praised the work of African Union forces deployed in February in an effort to help stabilize the Transitional Government, while urging that more troops, financing and logistical support be provided to the roughly 12,000-strong force, known by its acronym AMISOM. 

The Under-Secretary-General is on a weeklong trip aimed at shoring up peace and stabilization efforts in Somalia. He attended a meeting of the International Contact Group for Somalia in London on Wednesday and travelled from there to Kenya, where he met with diplomats, humanitarian non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and UN aid agencies before his visit today to Mogadishu. 

On Saturday he is scheduled to travel to Nairobi and proceed to Asmara, Cairo, Addis Ababa and Brussels before returning to New York where he will brief the Secretary-General and the Security Council on his findings. 

Ban Ki-moon marks 30th anniversary of treaties protecting civilians in war 

8 June - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today commemorated the 30th anniversary of two additional protocols to the landmark Geneva Conventions, calling on all States currently not party to the instruments to accede to them. 

“The 1977 Additional Protocols supplement the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and provide very important legal protections for civilians and others in both international and internal armed conflicts,” his spokesperson said in a statement. 

Additional Protocol I balances both military and humanitarian needs by bringing two previously separate areas of law: the law regarding the conduct of hostilities and the law protecting civilians and those who are actively participating in hostilities. 

It prohibits the use of weapons which can cause excessive injury or unnecessary suffering, and reminds parties that the methods and means of warfare are not unlimited. 

Additional Protocol II is the first of its kind to deal with civil wars, and it prohibits attacks on civilians and materials necessary for their survival. 

To date, 167 States are party to Additional Protocol I and 163 are party to Additional Protocol II. 

In a related development, the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism – which aims to prevent such acts, bring perpetrators to justice and promote cooperation among countries – will enter into force 30 days from today. 

Bangladesh became the 22nd State to accede to the Convention, which requires that many ratifications or accessions to enter into force. 

“The Convention is expected to play a crucial role in preventing terrorists from gaining access to weapons of mass destruction,” said UN Legal Counsel Nicholas Michel, welcoming the latest development. 

The treaty will also “strengthen the international anti-terrorism legal framework by being a valuable addition to already existing universal counter-terrorism norms and obligations,” he added. 

With the addition of this Convention, there will be 13 anti-terrorism instruments covering such aces as hijackings, kidnappings, bombings and financing of terrorism. 

Originally proposed by Russia, the Convention was adopted on 13 April 2005, and outlaws specific and concrete acts of nuclear terrorism. It is intended to protect against attacks on a range of targets, including nuclear power plants and reactors. It is also applicable to threats and attempts to commit such crimes. 

The Convention – to which there are currently 115 signatories – also promotes cooperation among countries through the sharing of information and the providing of assistance for investigations and extraditions. 

UN-backed Global Fund lauds rich nations’ pledge on universal AIDS treatment 

8 June - The United Nations-backed Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today welcomed the recommitment of the “Group of Eight” leading industrialized nations to universal access to HIV/AIDS treatment. 

The endorsement by G8 leaders of $6 billion to $8 billion per year for the Global Fund, a three-fold increase from the current level as part of their recommitment to universal access to treatment is “very good news,” said Dr. Michel Kazatchkine, the Fund’s Executive Director. 

The main UN agency dealing with AIDS had called on the leaders attending three-day summit in Heiligendamm, Germany, to step up their response to the disease. 

In a statement released in advance of the summit, the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS had warned that in 2006, resources available for AIDS fell “dramatically short of the estimated needs by $6 billion.” 

It also cautioned that the 11 million people projected to need antiretroviral treatment by 2010 “may be underestimated by up to 50 per cent.” 

As such, UNAIDS urged the leaders from Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States to translate their previous commitments on AIDS – including their 2005 pledge to provide $60 billion to fight HIV and other illnesses in Africa – into tangible action. 

“AIDS must be a top priority for the G8 this year and every year – in commitments and action,” the agency said. 

Set up in 2002 on the initiative of then Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Global Fund is a public-private partnership that has committed $7.6 billion so far to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria in 136 countries. The three diseases kill more than 6 million people a year, and that number is growing. 

UN refugee agency concerned at attacks on foreigners in Ukraine 

8 June - Reacting to reports of attacks on foreigners in Ukraine, the United Nations refugee agency today acknowledged steps taken by the Government to address the problem while urging action to ensure that those responsible are brought to justice. 

“We are extremely concerned at what seems to be an increasing trend in the number and seriousness of racist attacks against asylum seekers, refugees and other foreigners in Ukraine,” William Spindler, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told a press briefing in Geneva. 

He noted that “a number of incidents of police violence against people seeking protection in Ukraine have been reported.” 

The agency cited the 3 June killing in Kyiv of an Iraqi asylum seeker who was seeking protection in Ukraine. “The motives for this act are not yet known, and a police investigation is currently under way,” said Mr. Spindler. “But the number of attacks and harassment against foreigners in Ukraine in the last few months make it necessary to investigate the motives of this murder carefully, including racist motivations.” 

The spokesman said that since 2001, when the agency first voiced concern after a refugee from Rwanda was beaten to death outside his home, UNHCR's office in Kyiv “has been receiving on a regular basis, first-hand reports of racially motivated incidents, unprovoked attacks, beatings, verbal insults and other acts of xenophobia against refugees and asylum seekers in different regions of Ukraine.” 

UNHCR acknowledged the “important steps taken by the Ukrainian authorities to address this problem, including high-profile public statements by the Minister of the Interior,” said Mr. Spindler, voicing appreciation for the “openness of the authorities in Kiev to discuss these problems.” 

The agency encouraged the Ukrainian authorities “to increase their efforts to put an end to these attacks and to ensure that those responsible are brought to justice, as a matter of urgency,” he said. 

He noted that UNHCR is working with other UN agencies, the diplomatic community and human rights organizations in Ukraine to counteract xenophobia and racism, including through advocacy activities designed to promote tolerance and free legal aid to victims of xenophobia and racial violence. 

African Swine Fever hits Georgia, threatens neighbouring States – UN 

8 June - A United Nations agency today warned that Georgia has been hit by the devastating pig disease African Swine Fever – and neighbouring countries are also at risk. 

“This is a dramatic development in the international distribution of African Swine Fever, which has been almost entirely confined to sub-Saharan Africa since 1990,” said Jan Slingenbergh, Senior Animal Health Officer of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

The highly contagious viral disease of pigs causes fever and results in very high pig mortality but does not affect humans the agency said, warning that its effects on commercial and smallholder pig production can be “catastrophic.” 

There is no vaccine against the disease, which can only be stamped out, according to FAO. 

Georgia reported that outbreaks have started at the end of April in 10 regions spread across the country, the agency warned in a news release. A total of 20,000 pigs in village and commercial farms have been slaughtered. 

“Delayed detection of the virus has resulted in a long danger period where the disease has been unrecognized and the virus could have moved to neighbouring countries. Armenia, Azerbaidjan and the Russian Federation should be on high alert,” said Mr. Slingenbergh. 

FAO said the virus probably entered Georgia through imported frozen or processed pig meat. 

The European Union, the World Organisation for Animal Health and FAO will send a joint team of experts to Georgia in the next days to assess the situation and advise the government on immediate control measures, according to the UN agency. 

UN-backed partnership says new vaccine could end meningitis misery in Africa 

8 June - A new meningitis vaccine has proven effective in West African children, trumping any other vaccine currently on the market in the region and providing hope that the epidemic will eventually be eliminated, a United Nations-backed partnership announced today. 

The preliminary results of the successful trial of the vaccine – expected initially to sell for 40 cents a dose – were released by the Meningitis Vaccine Project (MVP), a UN World Health Organization (WHO) and United States-based nonprofit PATH partnership. 

The 21 affected sub-Saharan African countries, collectively known as the ‘meningitis belt,’ could witness the slashing of the epidemic’s incidence due to the vaccine, according to the results. 

Last year over 41,500 cases were reported, while between 1 January and 6 May of this year, an additional almost 48,000 cases have been reported, raising concerns of a new epidemic wave in the region. 

“This important study brings real hope that the lives of thousands of children, teenagers, and young adults will be saved by immunization and that widespread suffering, sickness and socioeconomic disruption can be avoided,” said Dr. Margaret Chan, WHO Director-General. 

Meningitis – one of the most dreaded infectious diseases worldwide – occurs when the thin lining that surrounds the brain and spinal cord becomes infected. Even with antibiotic treatment, at least 10 per cent of patients die and up to 20 per cent are left with permanent problems including mental retardation, deafness, epilepsy and necrosis which could lead to limb amputation. 

The partnership’s data shows how the vaccine could block serogroup A meningococcus, which could lead to the entire population, including those who are not vaccinated, to be protected as well in a phenomenon known as ‘herd immunity.’ 

“When it becomes part of the public health arsenal, this vaccine will make a real difference in Africa,” said F. Marc LaForce, MVP director. “The vaccine will allow elimination of the meningococcal epidemics that have afflicted the continent for more than 100 years.” 

The trial was conducted in 12 to 23-month-olds in Malia and Gambia, and results showed that the vaccine is safe and produces antibody levels nearly 20 times higher than those obtained with the polysaccharide vaccine which is being sold on the market, which means the protection the new vaccine provides can last for several years. 

The next phase of trials will take place in Mali, Gambia and at least one other country in the region, and the vaccine will be tested in 2 to 29-year-olds, which is the population that will be mostly targeted by mass vaccination campaigns. 

UNICEF recommends helpline to protect children in Lesotho from abuse 

8 June - The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has recommended the establishment of a telephone outreach line in Lesotho to help prevent abuse, violence and exploitation of the country's young people. 

“A child helpline offers a tremendous opportunity to establish a long-lasting protective environment for children,” said Anne-Marie Fonseka, Programme Coordinator, UNICEF Lesotho. “Abuse, neglect, HIV and AIDS, conflict with the law and social challenges facing children should be topics of ongoing discussion.” 

The impact of HIV and AIDS on the development of children in Lesotho is compounded by factors such as poverty, abuse, violence and exploitation, the agency said, citing the results of a study it conducted of 500 individuals, mainly children, throughout the country. 

About 94 per cent of children interviewed in the study said they had felt sad because of such reasons as death or sickness of parents; being beaten; lack of empathy from parents including following rape and being neglected, insulted and scolded, UNICEF said. When asked whether children have problems, 91 per cent said yes, quoting not going to school, hunger, rape, death of loved ones, being abused, insulted, threatened and exploited. 

Over 90 per cent of children said it is important to listen to children's opinions. UNICEF quoted one 16-year old female respondent as saying, “children are often raped and treated badly, especially orphans, so listening to our opinions is important to protect us from these problems.” 

A Child Helpline – a phone and outreach service for children – would provide emergency assistance and link children in need of care and protection to long term services and resources, UNICEF said. 

“The child helpline will be linked to Social Welfare services, to the police and adolescent-friendly health services to provide a comprehensive and effective all-round protection for children” said Nafisa Binte-Shafique, UNICEF's Youth and Adolescent Development Specialist in Lesotho. 

In the study, more than three quarters of all children said they would call a helpline and 81 per cent said they have used and have access to a phone, even in rural areas. 

Liberian women ‘vanguards of peace,’ not just victims of war – UN envoy 

8 June - The senior United Nations envoy to Liberia has called for the mobilization and inclusion of all the post-conflict nation’s women to realize lasting peace and reconciliation, saying they should not be looked on only as victims of war but as “vanguards of peace.” 

“Such inclusion can only be achieved through the strengthening of democratic institutions necessary to ensure peace, security, human rights and justice for all,” Alan Doss, Special Representative of the Secretary-General Alan Doss and head of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), told a recent conference in Monrovia. 

He told members of the Women Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) Secretariat of Liberia – established in 2005 with UNMIL’s support – that an inclusive approach would help towards the success of the ongoing recovery and reconstruction process. 

Bringing together and supporting women NGOs and groups will “guarantee that women’s voices are heard and heeded in all spheres of life,” he emphasized. 

In particular, he urged collective action by international and national organizations in the West African nation in the campaign against rape, which he described as “by far the most serious crime committed against women and girls in Liberia,” stressing that more must be done to prevent and punish the perpetrators. 

Since 2003, UNMIL has been assisting the peace process in Liberia, which has emerged from a civil war that claimed the lives of almost 150,000 people - mostly civilians - and led to a complete breakdown of law and order. A landmark vote two years brought the first woman President of an African nation - Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf - into office. 

UN human rights experts condemn murder of Sri Lankan aid workers 

8 June - Two United Nations experts joined a growing chorus of voices from Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon down condemning the recent murder of two workers of the Sri Lankan Red Cross. 

“This is another outrageous act in an apparent trend of deliberate targeting of aid workers, which severely jeopardizes and impedes their ability to deliver humanitarian assistance in a secure environment,” said Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Philip Alston. 

In their statement on the 1 June abduction and murder, the experts urged the Government to expedite its investigation of the killings, pointing out that the 2006 killings of 17 aid workers from Action contre la Faim remain unsolved. 

“We urge the Government, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and other armed groups to take all measures to protect aid workers and provide a secure and conducive environment to the functioning of humanitarian assistance,” the experts said in their joint statement. 

Earlier this week, Mr. Ban condemned the killings, voicing concern about the security of civilians and aid workers in Sri Lanka and reminding “all parties in the country that aid workers have a right to protection at all times,” according to a statement by his spokesperson. 

He was joined in this call by UN agencies and their partners working in Sri Lanka, who warned that the latest killings were “an ominous sign of an evolving situation in which aid workers are facing increasing difficulties in delivering assistance to needy populations.” 

UN forum spotlights situation of children in 11 countries 

8 June - A United Nations expert body today urged 11 countries to take steps to improve the situation of children and young people, noting continued discrimination and violation of their rights. 

The Geneva-based Committee of the Rights of the Child monitors the implementation by States of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – the most widely ratified international human rights instrument, with 193 States parties. 

Composed of 18 independent human rights experts, the Committee also monitors implementation of two optional protocols to the Convention: one on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and the other on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

During its just-concluded three-week session, the Committee examined the situation of children in Slovakia, Maldives, Uruguay, Kazakhstan, the Sudan, Guatemala, Ukraine, Bangladesh, Monaco, Norway and Sweden, based on national reports submitted to it. 

In a set of conclusions issued today, experts expressed concern over several issues, including continued abductions of children for forced recruitment, forced labour and sexual exploitation in several countries, and especially in Darfur and South Sudan. 

Among the other issues of concern to the Committee were high levels of violence against children, discrimination against children born out of wedlock and the plight of refugee children. 

The Committee, which holds three sessions per year, will meet again in September to examine the situation of children in Sierra Leone, Venezuela, Bulgaria, France, Spain, Bulgaria, Croatia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Qatar and Syria. 

UNESCO chief applauds regional cooperation in South-East Europe 

8 June - The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today welcomed the commitment of South-East European leaders to regional cooperation and dialogue. 

At the opening of the fifth summit of heads of state of South-East Europe in Sibiu, Romania, UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said that underlying the annual meetings is the leaders’ commitment to “dialogue, understanding, reconciliation and peace.” 

Organized by Romanian President Traian Basesc, five other leaders – of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia – are participating in the two-day meeting with the theme “Cultural Diversity – a Bridge between Cultural Heritage and the Culture of the Future.” 

“Heritage is no longer understood solely as the built environment,” Mr. Matsuura said, appealing for the ratification of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. “It is seen to encompass all aspects of human creativity.” 

He added, “Drawing on this heritage, human creativity can invent new forms of expression that will become, in turn, the legacy for the future.” 

Mr. Matsuura expressed satisfaction that each of the four previous summits have contributed to supported regional cooperation and “has chosen culture as the foundation for such an endeavour.” 

The meeting’s participants have selected Greece as the site of next year’s summit, and later today, they are expected to adopt a final declaration.
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.  I understand we have a group of visiting journalists from Argentina, with the United States State Department international visitor’s programme attending today.  Welcome to the United Nations.

**Secretary-General at G-8 summit
We’ll start with the G-8 summit.  The Secretary-General spoke to reporters today at a press conference of the Group of Eight (G-8) summit in Germany, telling them that it is only fitting that climate change dominated the agenda, and calling it “a defining issue of our era”.

He said he wholeheartedly welcomed that the G-8 leaders agreed on strong and early action to combat climate change, and that the United Nations is the forum for negotiating future global action on climate change.  But, he added, “While this is an important step, it is only a first step –- a beginning, not an end.”  The Secretary-General informed the G-8 leaders of his intention to convene a high-level meeting on climate change on 24 September, the day before the opening of the General Debate.

The Secretary-General said that this year marks the mid-point of our work to realize the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.  He warned: “We have far to go indeed, especially in Africa.”  This is why, he said, he has offered to chair a new MDG Africa Steering Group of all the major players to help refocus the efforts to achieve the Goals in Africa.

We have a transcript of his opening remarks upstairs, with a full transcript coming out shortly.  He was also scheduled to meet with a number of leaders on the margins of the summit.  We’ll try to provide some details of those meetings as we get them.

**G-8 - Global Fund
Also on the G-8, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria is applauding the G-8’s re-commitment to universal access for treatment.  It notes that the G-8 leaders had pledged $6 to 8 billion per year for the Global Fund, calling it “very good news”. 

There’s more information on that upstairs.

** Iran remarks
Late yesterday, we issued a statement attributable to the spokesperson on remarks made by the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  The Secretary-General expressed his shock and dismay at the remarks attacking Israel attributed to President [Mahmoud] Ahmadinejad, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on 3 June, in which he says repeatedly that the world would witness the “destruction of the Zionist regime” soon. 

The Secretary-General points out that the State of Israel is a full and long-standing member of the United Nations with the same rights and obligations as every other member.  He reminds that under the United Nations Charter, all members have undertaken to refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State.  The Secretary-General has repeatedly made his views clear on this issue.  That was issued last night.

**Secretary-General on Geneva Conventions
Today, we have a statement attributable to the Secretary-General on the thirtieth anniversary of the 1977 Additional Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions.  Friday, 8 June, is the thirtieth anniversary of Protocols I and II, additional to the 1949 Geneva Conventions.  The 1977 Additional Protocols supplement the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and provide very important legal protections for civilians and others in both international and internal armed conflicts. 

At present, 167 States are party to Additional Protocol I and 163 States to Additional Protocol II.  The Secretary-General calls on all States currently not party to the 1977 Additional Protocols to become party to these instruments.

There’s a full statement upstairs that actually describes in much more detail the Protocols which I just referred to.

**Nuclear terrorism
Also, another subject from the Office of Legal Affairs: The International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism will enter into force on 7 July, following the ratification of that Convention by its 22nd State, Bangladesh, yesterday.  The Convention requires 22 ratifications or accessions to enter into force.

The Convention aims to prevent and suppress nuclear terrorism, bring to justice planners and perpetrators of nuclear terrorist acts and promote cooperation among States in those fields.  A background note on the entry into force of the Convention is available in the Spokesman’s Office.

**Security Council
And today, at United Nations Headquarters, the Security Council this morning held consultations on Cyprus, with Michael Møller, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for that country, briefing Council members on the work of the UN peacekeeping force there.  As you know, we flagged to you the Secretary-General’s latest report on Cyprus yesterday and that’s out as a document.

After that, Jan Eliasson, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Darfur, is talking about his recent work with the African Union (AU) Special Envoy for Darfur, Salim Ahmed Salim, to reinvigorate the Darfur peace process.  Mr. Eliasson will speak to you at the Security Council stakeout following the consultations.  We’ll let you know when that begins.

Then, this afternoon, the Security Council will hold an open meeting to discuss the work of the Special Court for Sierra Leone.  The Deputy Secretary-General [Asha-Rose Migiro] will address the meeting.  The President and the Prosecutor for the court will brief the Council on its work and completion strategy, and will also note the Special Court’s need for securing funding, with available funds expected to be exhausted by this November. 

** Somalia
During an unannounced visit to Mogadishu today, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Lynn Pascoe expressed solidarity with the people of Somalia, while encouraging the leaders of the Transitional Federal Government to reach out to opponents for the sake of peace and reconciliation.

“The international community is willing to help Somalis in all areas as long as there is progress on the ground,” Pascoe told reporters at the Mogadishu airport.  He was in Mogadishu for about four hours, during which time he met with the Somali President and Prime Minister, along with members of the cabinet.  He also met with Ali Mahdi, the chairman of the committee charged with organizing the upcoming National Reconciliation Conference.

Mr. Pascoe is on a weeklong mission aimed at shoring up peace and stabilization efforts in Somalia.  Tomorrow he heads to Asmara for a meeting with the Eritrean President, then to Cairo to meet with the Egyptian Foreign Minister and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States.  On Sunday, Mr. Pascoe will be in Addis Ababa to meet with the Ethiopian Prime Minister and African Union Commission Chairman Alpha before heading to Brussels, where he will meet on Tuesday with European Union officials.  He is expected back in New York Wednesday to brief the Secretary-General and then the Security Council on Thursday, 14 June.

**Bahel
Yesterday, we issued a statement expressing the Secretary-General’s satisfaction that justice had been done in the verdict regarding Sanjaya Bahel, and reaffirming the Secretary-General’s support for the work of the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) and the Procurement Task Force.

The statement says that the Secretary-General remains committed to actively pursuing any fraud and wrongdoing at the United Nations.  Such actions tarnish the reputation of the organization and the tens of thousands of UN employees who work honourably and honestly.  We have the full statement available upstairs on the web and we have also put out a fact sheet concerning the Procurement Task Force’s work relating to the Bahel verdict.  

**Procurement Reform
The Secretary-General, I just wanted to emphasize, is committed to achieving the highest level of performance, quality control and accountability for the Procurement Service.  No one more than the Secretary-General wants to see a Procurement Service of the highest calibre.  This is why he is committed to actively pursuing any fraud and wrongdoing.

He very much appreciates the efforts made by OIOS in helping bring about a stronger and more accountable procurement service.  The Secretary-General and his staff are in fact working very closely with OIOS to implement many of their recommendations. 

The Secretary-General is very aware that more needs to be done.  Procurement reform is a dynamic process that needs to remain in tune with the ever-changing commercial market place and the needs of the organization.  This is an ongoing and continuous process.  No system will ever be 100 per cent corruption proof.  That is why the United Nations continuously has to upgrade our oversight and training in all our duty stations.

There’s a fuller note on the measures taken to strengthen the Procurement Service and that’s available upstairs as well.

** Somalia
A few more notes.  It’s Friday; there’s usually many more press releases on Friday than the rest of the week.  In Somalia, a recent assessment by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), conducted in five settlements of internally displaced persons in Baidoa, found that nearly one in five displaced children suffer from acute malnutrition.  Preliminary findings from three other nutritional assessments in the Gedo region found similar numbers, but also noted that there had been some limited recovery since the previous assessment.

** Ukraine
And on the Ukraine, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is expressing concern at increasing racist attacks against asylum seekers, refugees and other foreigners there.  In the latest incident, an Iraqi asylum seeker was killed on Sunday.  That incident remains under investigation.  The UN High Commissioner for Refugees has asked the Government to keep it informed of developments in the case.  We have more information upstairs.

**African Swine Fever
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is expressing concern over the possible spread of a highly contagious pig disease.  The FAO reports that Georgia has been hit by African Swine Fever and warns that the disease could also threaten Armenia, Azerbaijan and the Russian Federation.

According to the FAO, this is a dramatic development in the international distribution of the disease, which was previously almost entirely confined to sub-Saharan Africa.  The trans-boundary animal disease has the potential for wide international spread, FAO says.  African Swine Fever does not affect humans but has serious socioeconomic consequences for rural livelihoods. 

**Meningitis vaccine
The World Health Organization (WHO) says that it has a new meningitis vaccine and it is showing great promise.  The vaccine is expected to be much more effective than any other vaccine currently on the market.  Margaret Chan, the WHO Director-General, said the initial results of the vaccine’s performance brought real hope that the lives of thousand of children, teenagers and young adults will be saved by immunization.

**Week Ahead
We have the Week Ahead for your planning purposes for your coverage next week.  Just a couple of things to flag from there.

**Human Rights Council
The Human Rights Council next week is scheduled to begin its fifth session in Geneva.  During the session, which lasts through the 18 June, the Council is expected to take up a wide range of human rights issues, including food, racism, housing and extreme poverty.  There are several press releases on this upstairs. 

Finally, you’ve been asking about the Special Tribunal for Lebanon and on Monday, at 3 p.m. here in Room 226, we have now arranged a background briefing on the Tribunal by a senior United Nations official.  So that’s 3:00 p.m. on Monday. 

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, let’s start over there.

**Questions and Answers
Question: Just to follow up on what you just said on the Tribunal.  Do we expect Mr. Michel to leave anytime soon for Lebanon?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I have no information that, but I will suggest that you save all your questions for the background briefing on Monday afternoon.

Question:  Marie, regarding the swine flu outbreak in Georgia, is the World Health Organization (WHO) taking any specific measures to [inaudible] this problem?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, I’m sure they are, otherwise, they wouldn’t be raising the issue.  But I don’t have the entire press release with me, so let’s take a look at it upstairs. 

[After the briefing, correspondents were informed that the European Union Commission on Animal Health and the Food and Agriculture Organization are sending a joint team of experts on the disease to Georgia in the coming days to assess the situation and advise the Government on immediate control measures.]

Yes, Erol.

Question:  Yes, Marie.  Last week Evelyn started asking for the non-governmental organization Women of Srebenica, who sued the United Nations and the Netherlands Government in a court in the Netherlands.  Do you have anything new on that?  What is -- any developed position on that in the UN? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  I just received word that the United Nations has received the legal documents relating to the case.  Regarding the question about the UN’s reaction, I have the following:

The survivors of the Srebrenica massacres are absolutely right to demand justice for the most heinous crimes committed on European soil since World War II.  The Secretary-General joins them in that demand, without reservation, and expresses his deepest sympathies to them and to the relatives of those brutally executed at Srebrenica, almost 12 years ago.

Those indicted for having planned, orchestrated and carried out the attacks must be brought to justice.  Yet, Ratko Mladić and Radovan Karadžić remain at large.  The international community should not rest until they are apprehended and brought to trial.

Nor should the UN rest until it is fully-equipped to prevent such tragedies from occurring in future within its peacekeepers' midst.  To that end, the former Secretary-General's report of 1999, on the Fall of Srebrenica, highlighted in very frank terms the actions that need to be taken by the UN -- namely, the Security Council members, the Secretariat and military and civilian personnel on the ground -- to avoid a repeat of those tragic events.

So that’s what I have for you.

Question:  If I can follow up, is the Secretary-General satisfied with the follow up on that?  Members of the Security Council, did they, according to his view, undertake whatever was needed to be taken to follow up for that, or does he think more should be done?

Deputy Spokesperson:  On that, I can say that the United Nationscontinues to do everything within its ability to bring those responsible for the atrocities to justice, and to assist in the recovery of Srebrenica and the region.  These efforts have been through the work of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, as well as through a variety of efforts of other United Nations bodies and international partners.  

Question:  Does that mean that the United Nations will not be seeking to assert immunity and have the case dismissed against it?

Deputy Spokesperson:  The fact that the United Nations is  immune from the legal process under the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations in no way diminishes the United Nations' commitment to assist the people of Srebrenica in the aftermath of this tragedy.  

Question:  Someone from OLA [Office of Legal Affairs] will be making that argument in court?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, this is the position.

Question:  What happens then?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I have just said that we have just received the documents then; I just confirmed that before I came down, so I don’t know what the next step is immediately in terms of logistics. 

Question:  And I assure you’ve put out copies?

Deputy Spokesperson:  We just received this and the legal position is as I stated.  Masood.

Question:  Thank you very much.  I just wanted to find out [inaudible] by promising $6 million on behalf of the Palestinians [inaudible] doesn’t give the monies to the Palestinians [inaudible].  This time [inaudible] and the Palestinians will not be able to get it.  Now, has the Secretary-General taken note of this, as to how this can process could [inaudible] so Palestinians keep on getting their monies [inaudible].

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ll have to look into the specific question.  I have no update on that for today.  Evelyn and then back there.  Yes.

[The Deputy Spokesperson later informed the correspondent that the Secretary-General has consistently called for Israel to transfer to the Palestinian Authority all the money owed to it.]

Question:  A couple of questions.  You answered one of them on the United Nations being sued, which I assumed you couldn’t.  Is there a reason that that Iran statement came out late last night, considering that today is a holiday in the Arab Middle East?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I have no reason for that.

Question:  On Under-Secretary-General [Inga-Britt] Ahlenius, her point was it’s not just the Secretarary-General’s support she needs, but the Secretary-General needs to get the General Assembly’s support.  She criticized the fact that a lot had not been done in the General Assembly to change rules of procurement and that relates to management responsibility all over the place and the secrecy that pervades this organization, in both the report she gave and other things related to procurement.  Things don’t seem to get done until the press discovers the scandal, and this would involve the Secretary-General talking to the Member States, not just in press statements supporting her because it’s bigger than the two of them.  So I just wondered whether anything was really going to be done on this besides another layer of investigation.  

Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, I just read to you a rather extensive statement about the Secretary-General’s commitment to strengthen the procurement services and, also, as you know, the Secretary-General does have a procurement reform package as part of his larger reform package in the works. 

Question:  [inaudible] what makes you think they’ll do it now?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, this is at the top of his priorities and he’s pushed it forward, so please ask the General Assembly members what they’re going to do with it. 

Question:  Marie, on Cyprus –- the Security Council is meeting today.  How much is the Secretary-General hopeful about negotiating a new agreement on the island.  Is the Secretary-General working on a new plan?  How does he see the parties willingness….

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think I have nothing beyond the Secretary-General’s report which we flagged to you yesterday.  The Council Members are discussing this now.  I think he has made his points clear in yesterday’s report.  So let’s see what the Council Members have to say after hearing the briefing by the Special Representative, who is here from Cyprus.

Question:  The chairwoman of the non-governmental organization (NGO) that has consultative status with the Economic and Social Council called for the assassination of a New York City Councilman last week.  The NGO is known as the December 12th Movement.  What action, if any, will be taken by the Secretary-General or the United Nations against statements like that.  Will there be any action?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’m not familiar with that statement, so I’ll have to look into it after the briefing.

[The reporter was later informed that consultative status at Economic and Social Council is given to NGOs upon decisions by Member States, so the question on whether the December 12th Movement would lose such status with Economic and Social Council needs to be taken up with Member States directly; the matter is in their hands.]

Question:  Anything on the reports that the American position on climate change could have finally scuttled the climate change treaty [inaudible] at the G-8 summit?  The agreement on G-8 summit [inaudible] and still the United States far apart on the climate issue than [inaudible].

Deputy Spokesperson:  The Secretary-General issued a statement yesterday and again he reiterated today that he welcomes the leaders’ strong and early action to combat climate change.  His message today, as I read earlier, is that this is just a first step –- it’s a beginning –- and that he is willing to tackle this issue as one of the top priorities during his administration, and he has now announced that he will convene a high-level meeting on 24 September before the opening of the General Debate; so, I think he will continue to press this issue to the best ability that he can.  Matthew.

Question:  Without American support, are we thinking he can go anywhere?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ve read to you what the Secretary-General’s position is on this. 

Question:  At the G-8, it was said that French President Sarkozy had offered, proposed a six-month delay of the Kosovo status if Russia would agree to independence.  Does the Secretary-General have a view of that, and is there a readout of that meeting with Russia?  

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’m familiar with the press reports that you are referring to on Kosovo, but on Kosovo, what I can say is, that the Secretary-General notes and welcomes the engagement of the G-8 countries on this issue, which is of central importance to the United Nations.  Following the presentation of Mr. Ahtissari, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy’s comprehensive proposal for a settlement, it is important that the Kosovo future status process maintain a forward momentum.  So that’s where we are on that.

Question:  What’s the position that was taken at the G-8 summit on Kosovo?  Mr. Sarkozy’s position to prolong for six months….

Deputy Spokesperson:  That you’ll have to follow up with the G-8.  I’m just simply stating the Secretary-General’s position….

Question:  The Secretary-General is addressing exactly what, coming from the G-8 on Kosovo?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Obviously, they’ve had discussions on the issue of Kosovo, so he’s just taking note and welcoming their engagement on the issue.  He’s not commenting on their final decision because I don’t know what that is.

Question:  He’s meeting with [ Vladimir] Putin, can we get a read out….

Deputy Spokesperson:  As soon as we get a read out from our chief spokesman, who is with them, I will give you that readout. 

[Following the briefing, correspondents were informed that the Secretary-General did not have a bilateral meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin today.  The Secretary-General did meet bilaterally with the leaders of Japan and Italy.]

Question:  I want to ask you something else.  There’s a report out about the Côte d’Ivoire saying that the conflict between the New Forces and the Government was funded largely by cocoa leaf sold illegally or outside normal channels.  The group that put out this study says that this could easily happen again.  I wonder if the United Nations mission in Côte d’Ivoire or anyone in the UN system has noted that, what the response is and is there a new Special Representative of the Secretary-General, I guess it’s a myth, what’s happening in Côte d’Ivoire?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I have not seen anything on that specific subject from the mission, but we will certainly look into that for you and, as you know, the Security Council is also headed to Côte d’Ivoire, as part of their larger mission.  So you might want to discuss that with the Security Council mission before they go, as well.

Question:  Just to follow up on Matthew’s question regarding President [Vladimir] Putin and the Secretary-General, but from a different angle.  Regarding the proposal to build a joint system to protect Europe from missiles, has the Secretary-General said anything regarding this proposal?

Deputy Spokesperson:  No.

Question:  And he’s not going to make any statements….

Deputy Spokesperson:  Well, he gave a press conference earlier today and I think they’re working on his transcript, but at a quick glance I did not see anything.  Butlet’s take a look at the transcript, which is being put out.

Question:  Regarding the G-8, is the Secretary-General commending or is he recognizing the French initiative to address the issue of Darfur in that meeting.  

Deputy Spokesperson:  What specifically are you referring to?

Question:  There were thoughts that the G-8 would address more seriously the issue of Darfur.  So, the Secretary-General recognized that they did talk about Kosovo, what does he think of that initiative that is coming out of…?

Deputy Spokesperson:  That, I think he does address in his press conference, whose transcript is being prepared for you.  Obviously, the Secretary-General General has expressed on a number of occasions and today as well his concern over the speed at which things are going.  So he would appreciate the international community’s efforts to speed up whatever they can do to resolve the crisis on the ground.  So, yes, I’m sure he would welcome the G-8’s engagement on this issue….  

Question:  Apparently, the leaders in Abkhazia and Ossetia sent a letter to the Secretary-General saying that we want independence next after Kosovo.  Did he receive those letters; is that correct?  And is he going to reply?  And just one other on a similar subject, what has happened to the United Nations investigation with the helicopters that shot some rockets into a village in Abkhazia.  Has it been officially dumped, or is it over or what?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I don’t have answers on either one of your questions right now, so I’ll have to look into it after the briefing. 

[The correspondent was later informed that the Secretary-General had not received any latter from Abkhaz and Ossetian leaders.  Concerning the helicopters shooting that investigation is still ongoing.]

Question:  You spoke about acts of nuclear terrorism, but what does the Secretary-General have to say about acts of cyberspace terrorism, which Estonian the [inaudible] Government experienced when their Government website, newspapers, businesses and banks were shut down.  Has the Secretary-General made any statement on this subject?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I would have to look into that for you.  I’ll get back to you on that.  Yes.

Question:  West Papua, otherwise known as Irian Jaya in Indonesia.  The United Nation’s [inaudible] is going there and there’s a demonstration asking the UN to use its influence to either have another referendum or to somehow consider them as next in line [inaudible].  Does the current Secretary-General have any thoughts on that long-standing conflict and has he noticed the demonstrations?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ll check to see if there’s anything new on this that we can report to you.

Question:  Marie, what is the Secretary-General’s description of nuclear terrorism and what are the origins of his fear?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I’m not an expert on nuclear terrorism, as you can imagine, so I am going to have to consult with the experts to get back to you on that.  If there are no other questions, good afternoon.  

[The spokesperson’s office later put out a background not on the nuclear terrorism convention.]

Don’t forget Jan Eliasson at the stakeout following the consultations on Darfur. 
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