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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday June 13, 2007  
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
· Stop dumping in Africa – UN (Tectonic SA)
· Chile's Biggest Freshwater Reserve Left Unprotected (Inter Press Service)

· Top paintings of UNEP competition exhibited (Gulf Times)

· Green Awards 2007 Launches ‘Wake Up and Save the Planet!’ (Surfers Path UK)

· Agri-biotech in Africa: Safety first? (SciDev.Net)

· 98% of orangutan habitat gone in next 15 years (mongabay.com)

· UNEP Authorities Step Up Action against Illegal Loggers Threatening the Last Orang-Utans (Yuba net)
· Forest decline imperils orangutans (ASSOCIATED PRESS)

Other Environment News
· 'Last chance' for elephant deal (BBC)
· African Nations Deadlocked on Elephant Ivory (Reuters)

· Kilimanjaro's Shrinking Snow Not Sign of Warming (Reuters)

· Businesses accused of green hypocrisy (The Guardian)

· Honda aims to bring green diesel cars to Japan soon (AFP)

· Dixons calls on electronics suppliers to abolish stand-by (The Independent)

· Flash floods 'biggest climate threat to UK' (Guardian Unlimited)

· Coal Use Rise Looks Bad for Climate Aims (Reuters)

· India snubs west on climate change (Telegraph UK)

· Building Parks Can Help to Climate Proof Cities (Environment News Service)

· Scientists to Canada, clean your dirty snow (Reuters)

· Seeing the Light with Solar Power (Inter Press Service)

· EOC to Transplant Over 16 Million Indigenous Tree Seedlings (Ethiopian Herald)

· China flood death toll rises to 76, as villages submerged (AFP)

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROWA
Other UN News

· UN Daily News of June 12 2007 
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of June 12 2007 
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Tectonic SA: Stop dumping in Africa – UN

By Hana
12 June, 2007

The United Nations has called for policies to protect African nations from unregulated imports of electronic wastes (e-waste) that release heavy metals and chemicals.

This call comes after the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced that over 50 million metric tons of electronic e-waste are produced globally, much of which finds its way to the African continent as charitable donations.

As was reported today by Business Report, Microsoft Africa's president, Cheick Modibo Diarra announced that "between now and 2010, a billion computers should be recycled worldwide and Africa can take advantage of half of them."

At the 8th meeting of the Basel Convention conference, which comes up this week in Nairobi the capital of Kenya is to discuss digital dumping. African governments are urged to adopt a framework to tighten shipments and disposal of all kinds of electronic wastes.

Some computers, cell phones and other gadgets going out of use within months of production, so-called e-waste is considered the fastest growing part of municipal waste in Africa.

Often left to rot in expansive dumping grounds, electronic waste may contain traces of the toxins cadmium, mercury and lead, which can contaminate water supplies, wreak havoc on once fertile lands and contain carcinogenic elements.

Most of it is shipped to the poor world, mainly Africa, under a "refurbished" banner and end up in junkyards where the goods rot and release lead, canadium, mercury and other deadly compounds that pollute the environment.

The Basel treaty's executive secretary, Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, said there was a need to raise awareness of the dangers posed by the explosion of electronic wastes in African states. "Because you only manage what you can measure, we need to shine a brighter light on hazardous wastes - on where they come from and on where they end up," Kuwabara-Yamamoto said.

This week, countries that have not yet ratified the convention and its associated provisions will be urged to come on board in order to effectively protect human health and the environment from hazardous wastes.

Experts speculate that anywhere between 25 to 75 percent of the e-waste that enters Africa, mostly through Mombasa, Lagos and Dar es Salaam ports, is useless.

It is also reported that in Nigeria alone, about 500 containers full of used electronic cargo pass through the Lagos port every month, according to a recent study by Seattle-based Basel Action Network.

Kenya's environment minister Kivutha Kibwana said that while Africa bore the brunt of e-waste, the entire world will have to face the aftermath of resultant pollution.

"Some of these computers, when they are coming here, they are already obsolete and so the countries do not ask the question: 'How will this computer be disposed after a very short state of life?'," he said.

The European Union (EU) recently passed legislation mandating phase-outs of toxic constituents in computers, as well as requiring all manufacturers selling electronic equipment in the EU to take back equipment at end-of-life and ensure its safe recycling. A joint enforcement operation carried out last year in 17 European seaports examined 3 000 shipping documents and physically inspected 258 cargo holds and found that illegal trading was widespread.

The Basel Convention is the most comprehensive global environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. The convention that came into force in 1992 has 170 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the generation, management, transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous and other wastes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service: Chile's Biggest Freshwater Reserve Left Unprotected

By Daniela Estrada

SANTIAGO, Jun 12 (IPS/IFEJ) - Chile possesses vast freshwater reserves in its glaciers, but lacks laws to protect them. Lawmakers, farmers and environmentalists are calling for legislation to fill that gap. 

The reserves are masses of perennial ice, formed by the accumulation of snow, which then slowly flows downhill, pushed by its own weight. Chile's mountain glaciers are essential for environmental and climate stability, the human population, farming and generating electricity. 

In Chile, 1,751 glaciers have been identified, and extend across a combined area of 16,860 square kilometres, 65 percent of the surface of the South American ice-cover of some 25,700 square km. But an estimated 5,000 square km have yet to be explored in this country. 

According to the Global Water Partnership, 77 percent of the planet's freshwater is frozen at the poles or in mountain glaciers. South America holds 28 percent of that icy resource. 

The Global Outlook for Ice and Snow, presented Jun. 4 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), confirms that glaciers around the world have shrunk because of global warming. 

The majority of the science community believes that the main cause of climate change is the accumulation in the atmosphere of so-called greenhouse gases released in large measure by human activities, such as the burning of fossil fuels. 

In 2000, a University of Chile study found that 87 percent of 100 glaciers studied were shrinking due to rising average temperatures. Particularly worrisome was the reduction found in the Patagonian ice, which represents more than 60 percent of the South American glaciers. 

But in Chile the glaciers are also threatened by mining activity, particularly in the north. It is estimated that the mountain ice contributes more than 60 percent of the river flow in dry years. 

In April, government officials who flew over three glaciers in the northern region of Atacama (where there is a complex water resource problem) saw that mining roads had been built and ditches dug. 

According to the General Directorate of Water (DGA), the Copiapó River, fed by those glaciers, is overexploited. Its mean yearly supply is 4,000 litres per second, but demand is 5,500 litres per second. 

Ecologist Sara Larraín explained in an interview for this report that interest in protecting the glaciers surged after the initial approval of the controversial Andean gold mining project of Pascua Lama, on the Chile-Argentina border, of the Canadian transnational Barrick Gold Corporation. 

"In the first environmental impact study presented by Minera Nevada, a Barrick affiliate, and approved in 2001, the existence of (three) glaciers was not declared," although they are located next to the mining site, said Larraín, director of the non-governmental Sustainable Chile Programme. 

"Because of complaints from local communities and non-governmental organisations, the company was forced to present a new study, where the glaciers did appear" and which supply the irrigations systems of 70,000 small farmers in Atacama's Huasco Valley, she said. 

But the new Barrick study proposed the need to remove the Toro I, Toro II and Esperanza glaciers in order to open-pit-mine the gold and silver deposits there. The project was approved in 2006 with the condition that the ice would not be removed. 

Although construction is slated to begin in September 2007, the DGA has already detected significant reductions in the glaciers, a product of preliminary mining work. 

In May 2006, five senators -- from the governing coalition and the opposition -- presented a bill in Parliament on evaluating and protecting the glaciers. The proposed legislation is still on its way through the legislative branch. 

Meanwhile, the Sustainable Chile Programme and the National Society for Agriculture (SNA) drafted another bill, with input by public agencies and private companies. 

The National Society of Mining rejected it, saying that existing environmental law "provides sufficient guarantees for the protection of the glaciers, and it is preferable to study it on a case-by-case basis," the society's president, Luis Schmidt, said in an interview for this report. 

In October, the bill was presented to the administration of President Michelle Bachelet with the intention of obtaining her sponsorship. If that is not possible, its backers ask that the text already in the Senate be taken up urgently, to which aspects of the farmers' and ecologists' bill have been added. 

Both draft laws establish which activities are allowed, restricted or banned in glacier areas. They also propose the creation of a national council, with public and private sector representation, which would set up an official registry to monitor the state of the glaciers and to prepare standards for conservation. 

Larraín believes the mining industry -- particularly the state-run National Copper Corporation, responsible for most of Chile's revenues and accused of damaging a glacier in the country's central region -- is exerting a great deal of pressure against the non-governmental version of the bill. 

The director of the Latin American Observatory for Environmental Conflicts, Lucio Cuenca, expressed his fears that a "bad bill" will end up being passed, legalising the destruction of Chile's glaciers. 

(*This story is part of a series of features on sustainable development by IPS - Inter Press Service, and IFEJ -- the International Federation of Environmental Journalists.) (END/2007)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Times:Top paintings of UNEP competition exhibited[image: image1.png]
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AN EXHIBITION of prize-winning paintings of a World Environment Day competition for students has been held at Friends of Environment Centre (FEC).
The competition was organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in association with the International Academy for Inter-Cultural Academy (IAID).
The winners received awards at a  ceremony. More than 500 students participated in the competition held on June 1 and 2.

At the awards on June 8, 57 students were given awards, including consolation prizes, sponsored by Faber Castell.
The winners were decided by a panel of judges headed by Ishaq al-Tamimi, an artist working in the Ministry of Education, Muqeem Khan, a professor at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU), and Vasu Vanimal, an artist from FEC.
Qatar Birds Project executive manager Dr Saddique Omar Basheer,  FEC board of directors member Khaled S al-Sheaibi and FEC manager Adil El-Tigani  were the guests of honour.
Birla Public School  (BPS) received a trophy and certificate for the best participating school in the competition. 

The prize-winning pictures will be sent to UNEP, Nairobi.
The following are the top three winners in various age categories:  4-6 years -  Sneha Patil, Farheen Ahmed,  Fathia Maesha. 7-9 years - Russell Mendonca, Aniket Patil,  Simran K and Aiswarya Shaji. 10-12 years - Sai Spandana, Sooryanarayan and Abirami Ganesan,   Jehan. 13-18 years -  Aravindh Rajan,  Naima Kadar, Preetika Krishnamoorthy and Rashmi Lakhapate.
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Surfers Path UK:Green Awards 2007 Launches ‘Wake Up and Save the Planet!’

June 12, 2007 

The Green Awards are back this year with a vengeance, providing a call to arms to the worlds of business and advertising. 'Wake up and save the planet' is the message; how this message comes across will be revealed at London’s Guildhall on 26th October 2007. 

Once again, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is an institutional partner of the event: “Usually UNEP, which is a global organization, only associates itself with international awards, but the Green Awards are unique,” said Eric Falt the Director of Public Communications, before expressing a wish to see the scope of the Green Awards go global in its reach and ambition. “It is only through collective awareness that we can tackle the threat of climate change”, he continued. However, this collective awareness has certainly not reached critical mass yet, it seems.

Back in May the citizens of the world were invited to pay attention in some small way to the plight of the planet. The International Day for Biological Diversity is a worldwide initiative designed to draw attention to the perils facing our delicately balanced networks of species. Inviting people to play a small but significant part in helping to preserve our myriad forms of biodiversity, is one means of facing the most serious threat to the health, security and basic resources that modern man has ever faced, with the possible result being extinction. 

Last year UNEP, along with other luminaries of the green revolution such as Tony Juniper from Friends of the Earth and government representatives such as Ian Pearson MP Minister of State for Climate Change and the Environment assisted the Green Awards in their goal of enlisting advertising, marketing and communications professionals to promote the sustainable development agenda. In our role as consumers we are bombarded daily by messages from various media with the message “spend, spend, spend”. However, if last year’s Green Awards is anything to go by, the message “save, save, save” will be planted more firmly in the public consciousness. Save the planet, save our selves, S.O.S.!

With the rise of the conscientious consumer, businesses are gearing up to be seen to play their part in changing the status quo however, the prevalence of green-wash is becoming more obvious to savvy customers. It is, or should be, the role of advertisers to drive this change in public awareness for the greater good, and uphold the highest ethical and sustainable principles with a deep, abiding and green-wash free commitment.

The balance between profit and the planet needs to be redressed, and the media and advertising industries are primarily positioned to assist this. So will they?

Last year’s Green Awards saw winners awarded prizes at the Guildhall by Penney Poyzer, in front of an audience of the ‘green-glitterati’, with the panel of judges this year including representatives from the World Wildlife Fund, Friends of The Earth and the BBC. According to Tony Juniper of Friends of the Earth: “The fact that the Green Awards are taking place right here in the City of London, where the Chancellor of the Exchequer normally addresses the city leaders is a sign of the times: (being green) is moving mainstream and it’s not a moment too soon.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________

SciDev.Net: Agri-biotech in Africa: Safety first? [image: image3.png]



Maryke Steffens

12 June 2007
Source: SciDev.Net

Africa embraces a range of attitudes towards agricultural biotechnology, particularly transgenic crops. While genetically modified (GM) crops are commercially farmed in South Africa, an informal ban is in place in Zambia.
Biotechnology promises to solve many of Africa's problems, including an insecure food supply from a dry, harsh and unpredictable land. But the African Union (AU) believes that if Africa is to pursue biotechnology's promise it is going to have to do so as a cohesive whole. 

Too many outsiders are pushing biotechnology agendas in Africa, says John Mugabe, science and technology advisor to the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD).

Mugabe believes that foreign interests, imposed on Africa, are creating a continent with no clear strategy.

He says the time has come for Africa to take back control of its biotech future.

Risk assessment

David Duthie, head of the biosafety unit at the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), says the problem is that many countries are confused about how to approach GM. 

"African countries are really struggling with this," says Duthie. "They don't have access to [scientific] literature, they don't have scientific and technical elites to talk about the subjects. But they do have a lot of newspapers and a lot of media."

The chief concern of many countries is the safety of the environment and people's health. In accordance with the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, UNEP has been setting up procedures to help sub-Saharan African countries decide whether or not to import GM crops. 

Cameroon, Kenya, Namibia and Uganda are working with UNEP to make their biosafety policies operational, while almost all other African states plan to have draft policies by December 2007, when the UNEP project is scheduled to end.

According to Duthie, UNEP has stayed clear of the pro- versus anti-GM fray. 

"As a UN agency, we take a policy-neutral approach. We don't prescribe any particular policy or approach to safe use of modern biotechnology."

Caught between transatlantic differences

How a country defines 'safe' in the context of biotechnology forms the cornerstone of the debate. Germany and the United States — both actively implementing biosafety policy and research programmes in Africa — are in disagreement.

In the United States a transgenic product is considered to pose no new health risks if it can be assessed as 'substantially equivalent' to its unmodified counterpart. 

But in Germany, which had led the formation of EU policy in Europe, the 'precautionary principle' is used. In the face of uncertainty, a defensive approach is taken even when causal links have not been scientifically established.

"From the EU standpoint, there is this question of 'what if?'" says José Falck-Zepeda, a research fellow at the US-based International Food Policy Research Institute.

Falck-Zepeda says there is no clear endpoint in that decision making process, whereas the United States is willing to live with a system that considers "safety as a matter of degree". 

There are nations in Africa willing to live with this system too. The US-funded Program for Biosafety Systems has trained scientists in countries such as Ghana, Kenya, Malawi and Uganda to run field trials for GM crops in line with its own approach to biosafety. 

Germany has directed its efforts toward persuading the AU, rather than individual countries, to adopt new biosafety regulations. Though the AU has no authority over its member states, it advises them on biosafety regulations. 

Germany has, for example, funded an AU biosafety project, now in its second year, that focuses on building an Africa-wide biological safety system where member states are guided by a regional model law — the African Model Law on Safety in Biotechnology.

The proposed law, which some say derives from the idea that the Cartagena Protocol cannot sufficiently safeguard human health and the environment in an African context, is conservative in its approach to biosafety. It puts the onus on exporting countries to pay compensation if any harm or loss of livelihood occurs as a result of introducing GM products.

A combined approach

Although a great deal of money has been invested in Africa through these projects, some think African nations have not benefited as much as they should have.

"The different projects may have resulted in more fragmentation," says Julius Mugwagwa, a researcher from the UK-based Open University and a former biotechnologist at the Biotechnology Trust of Zimbabwe, where he assisted in setting up a regional initiative (RAEIN-Africa) implementing a Southern African biosafety and environment programme from Namibia.

The Freedom to Innovate report, jointly published by NEPAD and the AU and put together by the High-Level African Panel on Modern Biotechnology, tries to reconcile these competing interests. 

NEPAD's John Mugabe says it is about Africa taking back control of biotechnology and expanding scientific capacity — laboratories, scientists, field trials — beyond biosafety frameworks. 

The report involved an all-African panel of experts, including Calestous Juma from Harvard University, the director general of Ethiopia's Environmental Protection Authority Tewolde Egziabher and representatives from the German-funded AU biosafety project, as well as scientists and representatives of nongovernmental organisations. They were charged with charting a strategy based on consensus. 

Ismail Serageldin, director of the Library of Alexandria and co-chair of the panel, says the report offers "an alternative way forward from the paralysis that has characterised much of the work in Africa".

According to co-chair Calestous Juma, it is about developing long-term strategies that will give biotechnology efforts "a more pragmatic focus".

The Freedom to Innovate report emphasises the need for countries across Africa to unify their approach to biotechnology and regulation of risk. 

Julius Mugwagwa says if countries don't work collaboratively as regional economic communities they will lose out.

He says regions want to be seen as one big market, so that investors won't have any problems with different systems in different countries. According to Mugwagwa, there will be economic losses if they don't harmonise.

He says the report reflects the continent's current enthusiasm for science, technology and innovation to "propel economies to a greater level". 

But, he adds, whether this can be translated from an expert-driven report into sustained action at the implementation level is another question.

"A critical issue is how prepared are the regional economic communities at the policy, infrastructural, human resources and other levels to handle these responsibilities?"

Mugwagwa also questions the potential commitment of individual countries to the Freedom to Innovate report, especially those without the technical or policy capacity to contribute to regional biotechnology activities.

Some countries have been reluctant to let go of their sovereignty, but this may be changing. In March, West African states adopted a regional five-year plan of action for increasing food production through biotechnology. 

Saving the orphans

The risk associated with incompatible biosafety requirements across the continent goes far beyond economic loss. 

Small public-sector projects aimed at developing 'orphan' crops such as sorghum, cassava and pigeon pea — largely ignored by big biotechnology companies — may struggle to move forward through the sheer number of regulatory hurdles. These projects' limited financial resources would stretch further under one common testing and approval process. 

Supporting these projects is vital, according to Frank Shotkoski from USAID (US Agency for International Development) who is currently involved in a Ugandan project on transgenic pest-resistant bananas.

Although agricultural biotechnology can't be a "silver bullet" solution for Africa, he believes it has "the potential to do more to bring Africa up to speed on the ability to produce food for its people than any other technology out there".

Field trials 

Several countries in sub-Saharan Africa are already running or planning GM field trials of both orphan and commercial crops.

Burkina Faso, Kenya, Malawi and Uganda are preparing for trials with Bt cotton — engineered to carry the insect-killing Bt toxin. Kenya is pursuing transgenic maize, sweet potato and cassava. Nigeria is looking into Bt cowpea, and virus-resistant cassava is in the pipeline in Nigeria and Uganda. 

There are other projects planned. The Harvest Plus project, funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, for example, is fighting malnutrition with GM technology by fortifying the nutrient content of key crops such as sorghum, banana and cassava.

If Africa can forge a common path to protecting itself from any unseen consequences of GM technology without smothering innovation, it could find a pot of gold at the end of the transgenic rainbow.

According to Ismail Serageldin, Africa must look to the success stories and get inspiration. "These should not be the exception and they can be the norm," he says. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________

mongabay.com:98% of orangutan habitat gone in next 15 years

June 11, 2007 


Indonesia is losing more than 2.1 million hectares (5.2 million acres) of forest a year to illegal loggers, states a new report from the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). The report, which estimates the value of illicit timbering at $4 billion annually, warns that 98 percent of Indonesia's lowland forests will be gone by 2022, putting species like the orangutan at risk of extinction in the wild. 

The report, Last stand of the Orang-utan: State of Emergency, was released Monday at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species meeting in The Hague. 

Last Stand said that illegal loggers operate in 37 of Indonesia's 41 national parks and that up to 88 percent of all Indonesian timber is illegally harvested. Further pressure comes from expanding oil palm plantations used to produce biodiesel. Surging international demand has lead to an explosion of land-clearing for plantations, which by early 2007 covered more than 6 million hectares in Indonesia and 4 million in Malaysia. Associated land-clearing using fires releases so much carbon dioxide that Indonesia now ranks as the world's third largest emitter of greenhouse gases despite having only the 22nd largest economy. 

Orangutans at risk 

The report warned of dire consequences for orangutans, populations of which have fallen dramatically over the past century. Today the great red apes are only found on the islands of Sumatra (7,000 orangutans) and Borneo (50,000 orangutans). 

"We are observing illegal trade in live orang-utans as a bi-product of the illegal logging," said Melanie Virtue, who leads the Great Apes Survival Project Partnership (GRASP) at UNEP, a program to protect the world's great apes. "When the forests are burnt or cut down, mothers are often killed while the juveniles are caught to be used as pets, or sold on to zoos or safari parks." 

"It is very clear from what is jointly conducted by CITES and GRASP, that there is a highly organized structure of illegal trade in orang-utans," added Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary General of CITES. "Consequently, there needs to be much higher law enforcement priority allocated to combating this destructive criminality. Such priority needs to come not only from Indonesia, but from the countries importing illegal timber and orang-utans". 

The report blamed governments for failing to crack down on illegal logging, noting that timber importing countries like the United States, China, Malaysia, and members of the EU are as much at fault as Indonesia. 

"Indonesia cannot and should not have to deal with this issue alone. It requires resources from the international community to support the efforts of the authorities including the wardens on the ground. Indonesia also needs assistance from the timber trading and importing nations including improved policing and customs operations," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. 

"The rate of decline of the forests is the most alarming we have seen yet anywhere in the World," added Christian Nellemann, a lead author on the Rapid Response report. "The real blame lies on the countries buying the timber and wood products from illegal sources. The stepping up of law enforcement in Indonesia is a very encouraging step indeed, but governments in importing countries bear a direct responsibility for the crisis". 

Looking for answers 

The report set forth a series of recommendations to slow forest loss in Indonesia, including strengthening forestry law enforcement in Indonesia by boosting funding and training for rangers; improving international monitoring of timber and wildlife trafficking; removing illegal plantations, mining, and agricultural developments inside national parks; and improving coordination between Indonesian officials and international entities to help recover national parks devastated by illegal encroachment. 

Related articles 

98% of orangutan habitat gone in next 15 years
(6/11/2007) Indonesia is losing more than 2.1 million hectares (5.2 million acres) of forest a year to illegal loggers, states a new report from the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). The report, which estimates the value of illicit timbering at $4 billion annually, warns that 98 percent of Indonesia's lowland forests will be gone by 2022, putting species like the orangutan at risk of extinction in the wild. The report, Last stand of the Orang-utan: State of Emergency, was released Monday at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species meeting in The Hague.

World Bank to raise $250M for avoided deforestation in tropics
(6/11/2007) The World Bank will soon launch an "avoided deforestation" pilot project that will pay tropical countries for preserving their forests, reports The Wall Street Journal. The $250 million fund will reward Indonesia, Brazil, Congo and other tropical forest countries for offsetting global warming emissions. Tropical deforestation accounts for roughly 20 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, but slowing deforestation slows emissions of heat-trapping emissions. Researchers estimate that "avoided deforestation" schemes may be one of the most cost effective ways to slow climate change. Further, avoided deforestation offers simultaneous benefits including preservation of ecosystem services and biodiversity. 

Cuddly primate trade banned
(6/11/2007) CITES delegates agreed to a total ban on trade in the slow loris, a Southeast Asian primate commonly trafficked for the pet trade. Environmental groups welcomed the move.

Chinese demand drives global deforestation
(6/10/2007) From outside, Cameroon's Ngambe-Tikar forest looks like a compact, tangled mass of healthy emerald green foliage. But tracks between the towering tropical hardwood trees open up into car park-sized clearings littered with logs as long as buses. Forestry officers say the reserve is under attack from unscrupulous commercial loggers who work outside authorized zones and do not respect size limits in their quest for maximum financial returns.

Rare kangaroos released into New Guinea rainforest
(6/5/2007) China, soon to be the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases, unveiled its first climate change initiative Tuesday. According to state media, the National Climate Change Program plan calls for China to reduce energy use 20 percent by 2010, promote carbon sink technologies and other adaptive technologies, raise the efficiency of coal-fired power plants, and increase the amount of renewable energy it produces.
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Yuba net.com UNEP Authorities Step Up Action against Illegal Loggers Threatening the Last Orang-Utans

UNEP Urges International Community to Back Indonesia's Efforts by Boosting Customs and Border Controls 


The plight of the 'old man of the forest' may be a little brighter today as a result of crack downs by Indonesian authorities on illegal timber smuggling.

But the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is warning that the future of the orangutan, the rainforests of south East Asia and the people whose livelihoods rely on these ecosystems will ultimately depend on international support and regional cooperation especially from timber importing countries.

In recent weeks the Indonesian authorities have stepped up action against the illegal timber trade seizing 30,000 cubic meters of processed wood in Nunukan, East Kalimantan and arresting six people.

A further 40,000 cubic meters of processed wood has been confiscated in Kutai, also East Kalimantan Province along with several arrests.

In a statement released at the triennial conference of the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) taking place The Hague, Netherlands, UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said: "We can only applaud the efforts of the Indonesian authorities to stamp out illegal logging and illegal timber trading. It is this illegal trade and the networks of groups who indiscriminately exploit these nature-based assets that are putting forest ecosystems, local peoples' livelihoods, the orang-utan and a whole host of other species in peril".

"The seizure of 70,000 cubic metres of illegal wood represents around 3,000 truck loads of timber. But this must be set against the fact that by some estimates illegal logging is clearing 2.1 million hectares of forest in Indonesia annually worth an estimated $4 billion. This may equate to several hundred thousand truckloads ? corresponding to a continuous line of trucks from Paris to Bangkok," he added.

"Indonesia cannot and should not have to deal with this issue alone. It requires resources from the international community to support the efforts of the authorities including the wardens on the ground. Indonesia also needs assistance from the timber trading and importing nations including improved policing and customs operations," added Mr Steiner, who is also a UN Under-Secretary General.

According to GRASP and its network of NGO partners, hundreds of orang-utans have fled out of the jungle and ended up in "refugee" camps as illegal logging rapidly destroys the last remaining rainforests of Southeast Asia.

Further pressure is emerging from the burning and clearance of forests for palm oil plantations to produce biofuels. The greenhouse gas emissions generated from the damage to forests may entirely off-set the gains in emission reductions when the bio diesel is substituted a transport fuel.

Meanwhile, investigations by GRASP together with CITES indicate that hundreds of orang-utans are being rescued and kept in "rescue" or "rehabilitation" camps as the forest is cut or burnt down, straining the resources of many NGOs.

The news comes in the wake of a Rapid Response report from UNEP entitled the Last Stand of the Orang-utan. It has found evidence that logging companies, employing heavy machinery and armed personnel, are also operating in Indonesia's National Parks in defiance of the law.

And while the Indonesian government has effectively stopped illegal logging in some parks by the use of police and military force the companies, fuelled by the growing demand from importing countries, continue their illegal operations in others.

The rate of loss of the forests, which has accelerated in the past five years, outstrips a previous UNEP report released in 2002 at the World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD).

Then experts estimated that most of the suitable orang-utan habitat would be lost by 2032. New satellite imagery reveals that the illegal logging is now entering a new critical phase with the rainforests of south East Asia disappearing 30 per cent faster than had previously been supposed.

Satellite images, together with data from the Indonesian Government, indicates that illegal logging is now taking place in 37 out of 41 national parks and that suitable forest habitat may be gone in a little as a decade.

Melanie Virtue, who leads the GRASP at UNEP, said: "We are observing illegal trade in live orang-utans as a bi-product of the illegal logging. When the forests are burnt or cut down, mothers are often killed while the juveniles are caught to be used as pets, or sold on to zoos or safari parks"

Female orang-utans only give birth every 6-8 years. Often, their mothers are shot and juvenile apes then captured. In some cases, orang-utans are sold for as little as $100 and locally even far cheaper. As the forest is cut down, more orang-utans move into farmlands in search for food and are then either shot or captured.

Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary General of CITES, said: "It is very clear from what is jointly conducted by CITES and GRASP, that there is a highly organized structure of illegal trade in orang-utans. Consequently, there needs to be much higher law enforcement priority allocated to combating this destructive criminality. Such priority needs to come not only from Indonesia, but from the countries importing illegal timber and orang-utans".

The number of orang-utans sold and exported is unknown but is believed to be in the hundreds of not more. Rescue or rehabilitation centres in Borneo contain around 1,000 orang-utans and one has over 400 individuals alone. Recently significant numbers of illegally obtained young Bornean orang-utans have been found in zoos in Thailand and Cambodia.

Christian Nellemann, a lead author on the Rapid Response report, said: "The rate of decline of the forests is the most alarming we have seen yet anywhere in the World. The real blame lies on the countries buying the timber and wood products from illegal sources. The stepping up of law enforcement in Indonesia is a very encouraging step indeed, but governments in importing countries bear a direct responsibility for the crisis".

Other measures, able to assist consumers in choosing sustainably harvested wood products include certification and labelling.

Bornean and Sumatran orang-utans are classed as Endangered and Critically Endangered and are listed on Appendix 1 of the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

Recent estimates suggest there are between 45,000 and 69,000 Bornean and no more than 7,300 Sumatran orang-utans left in the wild.

The orang-utans share their habitat with a wild range of other threatened and ecologically important species including the Sumatran tiger, Sumatran rhinoceros and Asian elephant. UNEP and the UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) have launched the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) in response to growing concern over the plight of the orang-utan, chimpanzee, bonobo and gorilla.

_____________________________________________________________________________

ASSOCIATED PRESS :Forest decline imperils orangutans

June 12, 2007


THE HAGUE, Netherlands - Indonesia's tropical rain 

forests are disappearing 30 percent faster than previously estimated as illegal loggers raid national parks, threatening the long-term survival of orangutans, according to a United Nations report released yesterday. 

Loggers are clearing an estimated 5.2 million acres of forest a year for timber worth $4 billion, said the UN Environment Program report, which was released at the triennial meeting of the 171-nation Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. 

Earlier forecasts said Indonesia's lowland rain forests would be seriously degraded by 2032. But projections based on new satellite surveillance suggest that 98 percent of the forests will be destroyed by 2022, and many protected areas for orangutans will be gone by 2012, the report said. 

Only about 7,000 Sumatran orangutans and 50,000 Borneo orangutans remain in the wild. The number of Sumatran orangutans has fallen 91 percent in the last century, said Ian Redmond, of UNEP's Great Apes Survival Project, which carried out the study.

"The populations are crashing dramatically," the project's Melanie Virtue said. 

Orangutans fleeing overlogged areas have ended up in UNEP "refugee camps" or Indonesian rescue centers, which hold about 1,000 orangutans.

Orangutans breed once every seven years, meaning their numbers struggle to recover even without the destruction of their habitat. But the report said they can survive selective logging. Orangutan numbers dropped in two parts of Sumatra island after large trees were extracted from the forest, but rebounded as the forest regenerated, the report said. 

====================================================================

Other Environment News
___________________________________________________________________________
BBC: 'Last chance' for elephant deal 

By Richard Black 
Environment correspondent, BBC News website, The Hague African nations are engaged in last-ditch negotiations on elephants and ivory as the end of a major wildlife trade meeting nears. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting closes on Friday and a compromise deal appears elusive. 

Some African countries want to expand the ivory trade, others to shut it down for several years. 

But some observers believe enforcement is the big missing issue. 

The flurry of new proposals greeting delegates at the beginning of Tuesday, the conference's seventh working day, spoke of last-minute bids to find common ground. 

Delegates from elephant range states had been meeting daily, but two conflicting views still prevailed. 

"It's a difficult issue, and that's why there are two fundamentally different approaches," commented Michael Wamithi, international advisor for Africa to the International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw). 

Regional divide 

CITES has twice allowed southern African countries to sell limited quantities of ivory from stockpiles to Japan, as exceptions to the 1989 global trade moratorium. 

At the beginning of this two-week meeting, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe had asked for annual export quotas of ivory from stockpiles. 

"The Namibian elephant population has more than doubled in the last decade," said Namibia's environment and tourism minister Willem Konjore, "and illegal killing has been so low as to be insignificant". 

The "willingness of the rural community to co-exist and share resources with elephants" would be maintained, he suggested, if elephant products brought a supply of money back to the communities. 

Kenya and Mali, meanwhile, had submitted a proposal requesting a 20-year moratorium on any further sales. 

Tuesday brought two new proposals on the issue from the Kenyan camp, another two from southern Africa and one from the EU. 

Collectively the documents speak of a further one-off ivory sale rather than annual quotas, liberalisation of other commercial and non-commercial uses of elephant products, and a moratorium of six, nine or 12 years rather than 20 on further sales. 

After a brief debate and a recognition that these proposals cut across each other, delegates disappeared into side-rooms for what one participant suggested might be an all-night sitting. 

Missing the point? 

A further Kenyan document sought to plug what some saw as the big hole in all these discussions - the high levels of poaching and low levels of enforcement in many African countries. 

Tom Milliken, director of the southern and eastern Africa office of the wildlife trade monitoring network Traffic, presented the latest results from the Elephant Trade Information System (Etis) which collates data on illegal ivory seizures. 

"We are now seeing a sharp upturn in seizures," he told delegates. 

"The fact it's occurring now is a matter for concern because it occurs after the adoption of the African Action Plan at the last CITES meeting (in 2004), which was designed to close down the world's illegal ivory markets." 

With the exception of Ethiopia, he said, few African countries had shown much improvement since then in their control of illegal markets. Cameroon and the Democratic Republic of Congo he described as countries of particular concern. 

Of importing countries, Mr Milliken named China as a nation which has "demonstrated progressive improvement", but which faces major challenges. 

Several delegates commented that unless these illegal markets can be controlled and shut down, there is little point in spending endless hours finessing the regulations surrounding legal sales. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: African Nations Deadlocked on Elephant Ivory 
NETHERLANDS: June 13, 2007


THE HAGUE - Kenya and Mali reduced their demands to extend a 1989 world ban on the trade in elephant ivory but ran into deadlock on Tuesday at a UN forum with other African nations who want tightly controlled trade. 

Hoping to avert an acrimonious public row among African states, the Conference on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) put off debate about elephants until Wednesday or Thursday. 

"I feel there is time for one last shot at consensus," said Greg Leach, an Australian expert chairing the 171-nation talks after the African states asked for more negotiations and the European Union offered a new compromise proposal. 

At issue is whether more sales would spur more illegal killings that could endanger the survival of elephants or whether trade can help by ploughing cash into conservation and building schools or hospitals. 

Kenya and Mali, which had been pushing for a 20-year ban on trade after a one-off sale of ivory approved last week, cut their demand to 12 years in a concession to southern African states who say their elephant populations are flourishing. 

The two countries say rising poaching kills about 19,000 of the animals a year in Africa, where elephants number about 470,000-685,000 against millions decades ago. 

But Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa argue their elephant populations are on the rise and that tightly regulated sales of tusks benefit remote communities where elephants increasingly come into conflict with people. 

The four also gave ground by saying they would be willing to set clearly limited sales for the next six years, dropping calls for annual quotas. 

"Each side is moving," said Susan Liebermann, head of the WWF conservation group's species programme. She said that the idea of a 12 or 20 year ban would be unworkable under CITES. 

Elephant conservation is one area of bitter disagreement among African nations, which usually seek a common front on the world stage to bolster the clout of the world's poorest continent. 

Since the 1989 ban, a one-off sale of 50 tonnes of ivory, used for carved objects and jewellery, was approved in 1997 and another last week of 60 tonnes to Japan. Kenya and Mali's plan would permit last week's sale but no more for 12 years. 

In a revised proposal, South Africa said that it was seeking export permits, on top of the sale approved last week, of 70 tonnes of ivory for Botswana, 15 for Namibia, 40 for South Africa and 15 for Zimbabwe in the next six years. 

"The proceeds of the trade are used exclusively for elephant conservation and community development programmes within or adjacent to the elephant range," it said. The EU compromise foresees identical quotas, but no more for nine years. 

Southern African nations obtain ivory from dead animals, from seizures from poachers and from licensed killings of "problem elephants" that come into conflict with people. 


Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: Kilimanjaro's Shrinking Snow Not Sign of Warming 
US: June 13, 2007


WASHINGTON - The snows of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania have been diminishing for more than a century but probably not due to global warming, researchers report. 

While the retreat of glaciers and mountaintop ice in the mid-latitudes -- where much of the world's human population lives -- is definitely linked to global climate change, the same cannot be said of Kilimanjaro, the researchers wrote in the July-August edition of American Scientist magazine. 

Kilimanjaro's icy top, which provided the title for an iconic short story by Ernest Hemingway, has been waning for more than a century, according to Philip Mote of the University of Washington in the United States and Georg Kaser of the University of Innsbruck in Austria. 

Most of the retreat occurred before 1953, nearly two decades before any conclusive evidence of atmospheric warming was available, they wrote. 

"It is certainly possible that the icecap has come and gone many times over hundreds of thousands of years," Mote, a climatologist, said in a statement. 

"But for temperate glaciers, there is ample evidence that they are shrinking, in part because of warming from greenhouse gases." 

Unlike mid-latitude glaciers, which are warmed and melted by surrounding air in the summer, the disappearance of Kilimanjaro's ice is driven by solar radiation, since the air around it is rarely above freezing, they wrote. 

Kilimanjaro, an extinct volcano near Tanzania's border with Kenya, is the highest peak in Africa at 19,563 feet (5,963 metres) and attracts hordes of tourists and climbers for its spectacular views. 

The researchers attributed the ice decline to complex interacting factors, including the vertical shape of the ice's edge, which allows it to shrink but not expand. 

Decreased snowfall, which reduces ice buildup and determines how much energy the ice absorbs, also plays a role. 

Much of Kilimanjaro's ice is vanishing by sublimation -- where ice at very low temperatures converts straight to water vapor without going through a watery phase -- rather than by melting, the scientists said. 

Fluctuating weather patterns related to the Indian Ocean also could affect the shifting balance between the ice's increase, which might have occurred for decades before the first explorers reached Kilimanjaro's summit in 1889, and the shrinking that has been going on since. 


REUTERS NEWS SERVICE ____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian : Businesses accused of green hypocrisy


Terry Macalister
Tuesday June 12, 2007


The business community was accused yesterday of "cynicism" for saying one thing and doing another in the fight against climate change.

At a "summit" on the issue organised by the Guardian in London, Tony Juniper, executive director of Friends of the Earth, accused Shell of sponsoring the event in a bid to align itself with green issues while failing to clean up its own act.

Shell was spending more on exploiting fossil fuels - as in its carbon-intensive tar sands operations in Canada - while failing to put out its illegal flares in Nigeria, he argued. "Shell needs to move away from PR being a term for public relations and use it for pollution reduction," he said.

But the corporate sector received some support from a surprising quarter when Ken Livingstone, the mayor of London, said it was government rather than commerce that was holding up progress on climate change. He said the energy review had been launched with the usual "dishonest spin" and the latest G8 meeting was just a "carnival of debate".

Caroline Lucas, a Green member of the European parliament, said businesses and their organisations were always lobbying her "for the lowest possible denominator" on environmental measures.

Mr Juniper agreed, saying businesses that turned up at conferences and preached a green message should tell the CBI and International Chamber of Commerce that their positions - to lobby against new regulations - were no longer acceptable.

Mr Juniper highlighted recent adverts by Toyota describing a new range of Lexus 4x4s as having low emissions and zero guilt that he believed were "highly misleading". Such behaviour only bred cynicism about the business world.

The wildlife organisation WWF also attacked Shell on its tar sand business while highlighting how its coal-to-liquid fuel technique was also carbon-intensive. "My question is where is the strategy to decrease rather than increase carbon?" asked Keith Allott, of WWF.

Shell UK's chairman, James Smith, insisted his company was taking all sorts of initiatives to drive forward a green agenda with major investment in wind farms, solar power and biofuels. But he admitted that his and other corporations needed to do more "to earn a seat at the [climate change policy] table".

Mr Livingstone insisted that those attending the conference should "roast a minister" rather than a business leader, pointing out how he had been working successfully with firms such as EDF and British Gas. "In this case it is not wicked business holding back," he argued.

The mayor, who has been at the forefront of green initiatives - such as the congestion charge - said no new technology was needed to advance the fight against global warming, just political will, which was desperately lacking. "It's very nice for people that they can take four or five weekend breaks [a year] ... but at what price?" he asked, suggesting there should be a £15 carbon tax on an air ticket.

Mr Livingstone painted a frightening picture of life in 2050 when "tens of thousands" of pensioners could be dying in a London summer heatwave unless radical action was taken to halt additions to carbon levels. The mayor is already in talks with the Royal Horticultural Society about what trees would survive in the temperatures that could be expected by the middle of the century, he revealed.

The government's chief scientific officer, Sir David King, also urged incisive action. Ms Lucas said it was time to stop talking and start acting otherwise "we risk being the only species monitoring its own extinction rather than acting against it".

_____________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Honda aims to bring green diesel cars to Japan soon 

1 hour, 43 minutes ago 

TOKYO (AFP) - Japanese carmaker Honda Motor Co. said Wednesday it plans to introduce vehicles with low-pollution, fuel-efficient diesel engines in Japan and North America within the next few years. 

Honda hopes to launch the clean diesel vehicles "as soon as possible" in Japan, said spokesman Yoshiyuki Kuroda, adding that the company will make a decision within the next three years.

He said Honda also aims to introduce the engine in North America within the next two years, as previously announced.

Earlier, the Nikkei business daily reported that Honda planned to roll out the clean diesel vehicles in Japan by 2009, becoming the first Japanese automaker to launch them in the domestic market.

The vehicles emit 20 percent less carbon dioxide than petrol-powered ones and substantially reduce emissions compared with conventional diesel cars.

Other Japanese carmakers including Nissan are also stepping up efforts in this area.

Although hybrids, which run on a mix of petrol and electricity, consume less fuel, the new Honda vehicles are expected to be comparable in terms of fuel costs because diesel is about 15 percent cheaper than petrol (gasoline), the Nikkei said.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent: Dixons calls on electronics suppliers to abolish stand-by 

By Martin Hickman, Consumer Affairs Correspondent 

Published: 13 June 2007 

Dixons Store Group, Europe's biggest electrical chain, is to pioneer a phase-out of energy-guzzling stand-by functions on TVs and DVD players that drain electricity and waste money. 

Dixons, which runs Currys and PC World as well as Dixons online store, will exhort manufacturers to ditch stand-by after noticing a rise in the sale of energy-efficient products.

Around 10 per cent of the average household's electricity bill is wasted through gadgets left on when not in use, costing the average home £37 a year.

Calling for action from suppliers, John Clare, chief executive of the Dixons Store Group (DSG), said: "We must work together to offer more energy-efficient products, phase out, where possible, the stand-by function on electrical products, provide energy efficiency information to users, including energy efficient labelling for brown goods."

DSG has 1,250 shops across Europe and sells products by the likes of Sony and Hitachi as well as its own Matsui and Logic brands, making it a powerful force in the electronics industry.

Setting out the company's new green approach in a speech to suppliers in London last night, Mr Clare said that Dixons customers had undergone a conversion to environmentalism.

In advance of his speech, he remarked: "From a retail perspective, the shift in customer behaviour is already beginning. The introduction of energy-efficiency labelling in our white goods ranges several years ago brought about a fundamental shift in buyer behaviour. I believe that the same will happen in the brown goods sector [TVs, DVD players, digital cameras, etc]. We are seeing more and more customers making buying decisions on the basis of energy efficiency.

"Our decisions to introduce solar panels and phase out the sale of conventional light bulbs were... popular with both customers and stakeholders. I suspect that the momentum in this area will only increase."

The rising number of energy-guzzling gadgets threatens Government climate-change targets. Electricity used by household domestic appliances doubled in the 30 years to 2002 and is expected to rise by a further 12 per cent by 2010, according to the Energy Saving Trust.

Although Dixons set no date for the end of stand-by, its call to ditch it was welcomed by campaigners. Lucy Yates, of the National Consumer Council, said: "This is good news. NCC has been calling on retailers and manufacturers to do more to help customers make greener choices."

A spokesman for the Energy Saving Trust said: "Phasing out stand-by is a positive step for consumers in the longer term. However, there are things that householders can do here and now in their homes to help minimise the environmental impact of their electronic equipment, such as turning existing appliances off stand-by when they're not in use.

"Households in the UK now spend around 10 per cent of their electricity bill on stand-by power and the average household wastes £37 each year by leaving appliances on stand-by."

The most energy-efficient electrical appliances carry the Energy Saving Recommended logo.

Home front in the energy battle
Electrical goods can use as much energy on stand-by as when they are operating.

Failure to switch them off at the plug accounts for about 10 per cent of an average home's annual electricity bill of £367. Leaving the small red light on has a big cost to the environment, too.

According to government estimates, electrical devices emit nearly 800,000 tonnes of carbon each year. Improving energy efficiency can cut the carbon footprint of the average British home - which totals up to six tonnes of carbon dioxide a year.

Homes could save around one third of those emissions - two tonnes of carbon dioxide a year - through such measures as loft insulation and switching off electronics. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Guardian Unlimited : Flash floods 'biggest climate threat to UK'



Matthew Weaver
Tuesday June 12, 2007

Flash floods in Britain are likely to be the biggest immediate problem caused by climate change, the government's chief scientist warned today.

Sir David King told a committee of MPs that global warming has already altered the climate and the country will have to prepare for extreme weather such as heat waves and "torrential downpours".

He said the summer of 2003, which killed an estimated 32,000 people across Europe, was a "climate change-driven event" and one of the world's biggest natural disasters.

"It took the French, Spanish and Italian government by surprise. It focused the minds of government on the need for mitigation. We need preparations to be put in place," he said.

He predicted summer temperatures of the kind experienced in 2003 would become the norm by the middle of this century. But while mainland Europe would have to cope with the heat, it was rain that Britain needed to worry about, Sir David said.

"The most serious impact in Britain is flash floods. The Victorians left us with a drainage infrastructure that is good for soft rain, but with torrential down pours it can't cope," he told the committee.

He said the government urgently needed to increase spending to replace outdated drainage systems.

"We will have to have considerable more investment in redoing those systems," Sir David said.

In the long-term, he warned that if Greenland ice disappeared, rising sea levels would wipe out Britain's coastal town and cities.

Sir David, who retires at the end of this year, said the current interest in global warming had to be more than a passing fad.

"The message that climate change is the biggest change our civilisation has ever had to face up to is getting out there. It's almost become fashionable to talk about it, but fashions come and go," he said.

"This is a problem that we have to tackle over the next 100 years. I hope this is a sea change in culture, not just a blip."

Sir David also defended the government's advocacy of a new generation of nuclear power stations.

He said that government's target of reducing carbon emissions by 60% by 2050 would be "extremely challenging to meet" without nuclear power.

Sir David said the contribution of nuclear power to reducing green house gases would help overcome political objection to new power stations, and pointed out that renewable energy was not necessarily more acceptable to the public.

"Public acceptability is not a simple issue. In Cumbria, I think people would be happier about a new nuclear power station than they would be about a wind farm on the mountains that we so like to climb," he told the committee.

Sir David said the government's target of 60% reductions in emissions by 2050 was a "very good goal at this stage."

"It's very important that we set goals that are tough but doable," he said.

"If it became apparent that we were not going to achieve it then confidence in the goal would flow away."

But he added the target may need to be "ratcheted up" as technologies improved and the evidence about climate change became clearer."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Coal Use Rise Looks Bad for Climate Aims 
UK: June 13, 2007


LONDON - Ambitious goals to fight climate change look less achievable as coal use continued to soar last year in China and India, data compiled by BP Plc showed on Tuesday. 

The data confirmed that China was on track to overtake the United States as the world's number one carbon emitter this year, one analyst said. 

"I would still say 2007, this is the year," said Gregg Marland, senior scientist at Austria's International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, and the US. Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Center (CDIAC). 

China's CO2 emissions in 2006 were over 5.7 billion tonnes versus nearly 5.9 billion tonnes in the United States, with China up 8.5 percent and the United States falling slightly, Marland estimated on Tuesday, using the new BP data. 

Coal releases more of the planet-warming greenhouse gas carbon dioxide (CO2) than any other fossil fuel. 

But coal was the fastest growing fuel globally worldwide last year, BP's annual Statistical Review of World Energy showed, rising at a rate that was slightly down on last year but well above the average for the last decade. 

A UN panel of climate scientists last month said that global CO2 emissions should peak by 2015, to keep atmospheric concentration at levels which the European Union says will avoid the worst effects of climate change. 

Manchester University's Kevin Anderson, research director at the Tyndall Centre's energy and climate change programme, said the BP figures suggested this goal was unlikely to be reached. 

"None of this is pointing to peaking in 2015," Anderson said. "Without a big global policy change you're seeing very rapidly rising emissions to 2020, 2025." 


G8 

Last week the eight leading industrialised countries agreed to work with big developing countries to try to clinch by 2009 a new global UN-sponsored climate change deal, to succeed or extend the Kyoto Protocol from 2013. 

But they failed to agree on a target or timetable for cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

No matter what developed countries agree to, it is the rapidly growing developing countries that are increasing their consumption of fossil fuels. 

China and India now account for nearly half of all the world's coal consumption, to power their booming economies, and their combined share rose more than 2 percentage points in 2006. 

"The high-carbon economies grew so fast that they out-did the rate of energy efficiency improvements in the developed world," said Christof Ruhl, BP's deputy chief economist. 

Total consumption of fossil fuels -- coal, oil and natural gas -- last year dropped in most leading developed countries, including in the United States, Japan, Britain and Italy. 

But consumption rose in nine out of the top 10 developing countries, with notable increases in China, Saudi Arabia and India, at 8.6 percent, 5 percent and 4.8 percent respectively. 

The world in total last year consumed 9.6 billion tonnes of fossil fuels, in oil equivalent, versus 9.3 billion tonnes in 2005, the BP data showed. 


Story by Gerard Wynn and Jane Merriman 
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________________________________________________________________________

Telegraph UK: India snubs west on climate change

By Peter Foster 

12/06/2007

Audio: Peter Foster on India's anger at G8 carbon cut calls

India will not curb its greenhouse gas emissions as long as the West continues to treat it as a 'second class global citizen' with less right to pollute than the developed world, a senior Indian environment official has said.

Pradipto Ghosh: This is our challenge to the West. You do the best you can, and we'll match it 

Pradipto Ghosh, who retired last month as India's environment secretary and now sits on a committee advising India's prime minister on climate change, warned that the West must "get serious" about its own cutting emissions if it wanted progress on the issue.

His comments confirm the massive gulf between the West and the world's emerging economies a week after President Bush agreed to enter UN-sponsored climate change negotiations on condition that India and China also agreed to play their part.

Mr Ghosh reiterated India's position that it would not compromise its continued 8 per cent economic growth to arrest global warming, arguing that it was historical polluters in the industrialised West who must make the first move.

"The fact is that India has a very, very large number of poor people who are living in conditions of which people in the West can have no conception unless they have visited India's villages and urban slums.

advertisement

"The goals of addressing climate change cannot supersede our goals of maintaining our current rates of GDP growth and poverty alleviation programs, as was agreed by everyone at Kyoto," he told The Telegraph in New Delhi.

At the heart of India's position on climate change is the notion that India - whose population is predicted to reach 1.5bn by 2050 - must be allowed to pollute on a per capita basis equally with the West.

That would imply drastic cuts in emissions in developed countries if the world is meet the target of keeping global warming within the generally agreed 'safe limit' of two degrees, as set out by the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

"The prime minister [Dr Manmohan Singh] has said that while pursuing our policies of development and poverty alleviation, we will ensure that our per capita emissions will never exceed developing countries," Mr Ghosh added.

"This is our challenge to the West. 'You do the best you can, and we'll match it'. If the West thinks that India will subscribe to any long-term solution that is not based on per capita emissions then it is very misguided."

His remarks emphasise the divide which will face developed and developing nations when they meet in Bali, Indonesia in December to start negotiations on a new climate change agreement to replace the Kyoto Protocol which expires in 2012.

Despite claims of a climate change 'deal' at the G8 summit last week, the meeting only served to increase Indian irritation at being treated as "petitioners not partners" at the global top table.

India's prime minister let it be known the G8 decision to delivere their final communiqué before meeting with the G5 countries - India, China, Brazil, Mexico and South Africa - had made him question the worth of even attending the summit.

Mr Ghosh said it was now up to the world to decide how big the 'carbon pie' should be at a certain point in the future - say, 2050 - and then agree that by that date all nations should have an equal entitlement relative to their size of population.

At present, the average America citizen accounts for more than 15 times the carbon emissions of the average Indian - the average Briton seven times - while in absolute terms India's emissions are predicted to surpass those of the US in 30 years time.

"This [Global warming] is a challenge for the West. Those countries have been at a tremendous party since the nineteenth century and now the party has to come to an end. It is the West that has to get serious about this problem.

"India will not accept an endgame where Western people continue to pollute the earth in perpetuity at three or four time the rate of people in this country. And my impression is that China agrees.

"We see a lot of resistance to this idea [of counting emissions on a per capita basis] but the intellectual force of the idea is unassailable. We often hear from the West that 'it can't be done' or 'it's impracticable', but we say 'do the maths and make a plan to make it possible'.

In the meantime, Mr Ghosh added, India was actively taking measures to increase energy efficiency in industry and continue its economic advances while polluting at a far slower rate than the West did when undergoing the same transition.

"There does seem to be a reluctance to appreciate our position," he concluded, "There seems to be an idea around that developing countries like India must accept the position of being second class global citizens in our planet.

"We can only hope that this is not the frame of mind in which negotiations are approached in the future."

________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Earth's Brightest Stars Play to Cool the Planet 
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa, June 12, 2007 (ENS) – The 24 hour Live Earth concert series to combat global warming is taking shape on seven continents. Live Earth Monday announced the artist line-up and ticketing information for the South Africa show, which will be staged at The Cradle of Humankind, Maropeng, just outside of Johannesburg. 

Live Earth South Africa will feature Angelique Kidjo, Baaba Maal, Danny K, Joss Stone, The Parlotones, The Soweto Gospel Choir, UB40, Vusi Mahlasela, and Zola. Tickets went on sale Monday. 


The 24 hour Live Earth concert series to stimulate action against global warming will begin in Sydney, Australia on July 7, 2007 and continue across all seven continents. 

Concerts will be staged in Tokyo, Japan; Shanghai, China; Johannesburg, South Africa; London, United Kingdom; Hamburg, Germany; Istanbul, Turkey; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and Antarctica, before the day of music concludes in New York, United States. 

Live Earth will bring together more than 100 of the world's hot music acts to inspire an estimated audience of over two billion people to coalesce into a mass movement that can reverse global warming. 

Live Earth marks the beginning of a multi-year campaign by the Alliance for Climate Protection and other international nongovernmental organizations to move individuals, corporations and governments to take action to solve the problems of melting ice, rising sea levels, extreme weather and. 

Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore is the chair of the Alliance for Climate Protection and a partner of Live Earth. 

"Live Earth is taking place across all seven continents because the climate crisis affects us all – and all of us must be a part of the solution," Gore said. "Live Earth will engage individuals, corporations and governments to take action against the climate crisis." 

In Istanbul today, Gore, actress and Live Earth Istanbul spokesperson Sebnem Donmez, and representatives from local concert organizer Purple Concerts, gathered at the Cirigan Palace to inform the public about the latest developments of Live Earth Turkey, which is being staged at The Seven Towers Fortress, a historic Byzantine site in Istanbul. 

Representatives from Live Earth Turkey’s NGO partners - the World Wide Fund for Nature Turkey; TEMA - The Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats; the Doga Dernegi Nature Foundation; and Deniz Temiz, the Turkish Marine Environment Protection Association, spoke at the press conference in support of Live Earth's environmental message. 

Tickets for Live Earth Turkey went on sale today. The artist line-up for the show will be announced at a later date. 

Artists performing in all shows except Shanghai, Rio, and Istanbul have been announced and tickets went on sale in most places this week. 


The day starts in Australia where Jack Johnson headlines a show that features Blue King Brown, Crowded House, Eskimo Joe, Ghostwriters, John Butler Trio, Missy Higgins, Paul Kelly, Sneaky Sound System, Toni Collette & The Finish, and Wolfmother. 

Japan is the only country hosting two events as part of the Live Earth concert series. Makuhari Messe in Tokyo will host a daylong official Live Earth concert. A special broadcast event will be held at the To-ji Buddhist Temple in Kyoto later in the day. 

Live Earth Tokyo will feature live on stage AI, Ai Otsuka, Ayaka, Cocco, the Genki Rockets, Kumi Koda, Rihanna, Linkin Park, Rize, and others to be announced. 

The special Kyoto broadcast event will showcase Michael Nyman, Rip Slyme, the Yellow Magic Orchestra, and others to be announced. 

In London, the artist lineup is long and star-studded - the Beastie Boys, Black Eyed Peas, Bloc Party, Corinne Bailey Rae, Damien Rice, David Gray, Duran Duran, Foo Fighters, Genesis, James Blunt, John Legend, Keane, Red Hot Chili Peppers, Madonna, Paolo Nutini, Razorlight, and Snow Patrol. 


The Live Earth concert in Germany will feature Chris Cornell, Jan Delay, Katie Melua, Reamonn, Lotto King Karl, Michael Mittermeier, Mana, Roger Cicero, Silbermond, Snoop Dogg, and Sasha. 

Live Earth Antarctica will take place at the British Scientific Station near the South Pole featuring rockers Nunatak, a five-member band of scientists stationed on the icy continent. They will broadcast their performance via live feed to the rest of the world during Live Earth. 

Nunatak's lead singer Matt Balmer said, "I can't believe we’ve been invited to do this – it's a fantastic opportunity to encourage people of the world to deal with climate change. We expected to spend our Antarctic winter here at Rothera quietly getting on with our work and maybe performing at the occasional Saturday night party. We could never have imagined taking part in a global concert!" 

Nunatak, a Greenlandic word, means an exposed summit of a ridge mountain or peak not covered with snow within an ice field or glacier. 


Director of the British Antarctic Survey Professor Chris Rapley said, "The need to reduce our carbon emissions to avoid serious climate change is one of the greatest challenges humans have had to confront – is a complex issue that will only be solved by us all working together – scientists, politicians and society." 

"Right now, Antarctic scientists and our colleagues in the Arctic are taking part in International Polar Year - the biggest ever globally co-ordinated research effort – to help find the way forward. Hopefully, Live Earth will make a real difference in public awareness and attract talented young people to become scientists – it’s a cool job with a real purpose," Rapley said. "I am looking forward to Nunatak’s appearance in the Live Earth concert inspiring young people the world over." 

The last concert of the 24 hour Live Earth day will be held at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey, near New York City. In response to overwhelming demand, the concert producer Live Nation announced last week that additional tickets will be released for the show. 

The All-Star lineup includes AFI, Akon, Alicia Keys, Bon Jovi, Dave Matthews Band, Fall Out Boy, John Mayer, Kanye West, Kelly Clarkson, KT Tunstall, Ludacris, Melissa Etheridge, Roger Waters, Sheryl Crow, Smashing Pumpkins, The Police and other special guests who will take the stage for the finale of the concert series. 


"Music is an international language that has the power to move people," said Live Earth founder Kevin Wall, CEO of Control Room, the company that is producing the concerts globally. 

"Live Earth's 24 hours of music spanning all seven continents will move people in every corner of the planet to take action against global warming," he said. 

Live Earth also announced that supermodel, actress, singer and author Naomi Campbell will be speaking from the stage at Live Earth Johannesburg. 

"I'm proud to be a part of Live Earth and I'm especially proud that we are joining forces here in South Africa," said Campbell. "Nowhere is the issue of global warming more critical than in Africa. Live Earth Johannesburg will not only unify Africans on this issue, it will connect the crisis here with the rest of the world." 

The Live Earth Concerts for a Climate in Crisis will be hosting the African leg of the concert at Maropeng, the visitor center to the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site. 

Maropeng is a the Setswana word meaning "returning to the place of our origins." Designed to look like an ancient burial mound from the front while the back is thoroughly modern, it symbolizes the human journey through the ages. The site features a complex of limestone caves, including the Sterkfontein Caves 

The Live Earth concert at Maropeng is produced by BIG Concerts, South Africa's premier live music promoters. 

At all concerts the Live Earth production team will implement new "green event" guidelines that will address the major areas of impact of live events, including recycling, food and beverages, packaging, transportation, energy, water usage, and the event site itself. 

From power generation at the concerts to garbage generated by concert goers, Live Earth will seek to "design out" waste and become the model for future live entertainment events. 

Online media partner MSN is helping Live Earth reach people everywhere. Live Earth Johannesburg will be streamed live on 7/7/07 at http://liveearth.za.msn.com. MSN's 39 localized web portals worldwide attract 465 million monthly users. 

Live Earth is being produced globally by Control Room, which has produced and distributed more than 60 concerts since its founding in 2005 featuring Beyoncé, Madonna, Green Day and the Rolling Stones. 

________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Building Parks Can Help to Climate Proof Cities 
MANCHESTER, England, June 12, 2007 (ENS) - British scientists looking at the effect global warming will have on major cities say a modest increase in the number of urban parks and street trees could offset decades of predicted temperature rises. The parks and trees also would help retain rainwater that otherwise drains away into streams and rivers, eventually returning to the sea. 

The University of Manchester study has calculated that a mere 10 percent increase in the amount of green space in built-up centers would reduce urban surface temperatures by as much as four degrees Celsius, or 7.2 degrees Fahrenheit. 

This drop in temperature, which is equivalent to the average predicted rise through global warming by the 2080s, is caused by the cooling effect of water as it evaporates into the air from leaves and vegetation through a process called transpiration. 

"Green space collects and retains water much better than the built environment," explained Dr. Roland Ennos, a biomechanics expert in Manchester’s Faculty of Life Sciences and a lead researcher in the team. 

"As this water evaporates from the leaves of plants and trees it cools the surrounding air in a similar way to the cooling effect of perspiration as it evaporates from our skin," he said. 


The research, published in the journal "Built Environment," also examined the effect increased green space would have on the amount of rainwater urban areas capture and retain. 

"By the 2080s, our summers will be hotter and drier but winters are predicted to become wetter," said Ennos. "An extreme wet winter’s day by the 2080s will deliver almost 50 percent more rain than is currently experienced. 

The Manchester teams has calculated that these more powerful storms would increase the amount of runoff from urban areas by more than 80 percent. 

Once a year winter daily storms - that is, the biggest average storm in any given year - presently produce 18 millimeters of rainfall. By the 2080s, the team calculated, once a year winter daily storms will deliver 28 mm of rainfall. 

"Unfortunately," Ennos said, "increasing the amount of green space only has a limited effect in reducing runoff and so flash flooding will become an increasing problem in our cities." 

While winters will be wetter, the warmer, drier summer months will reduce the amount of water available to plants and, during the longer droughts, this will reduce transpiration with its associated cooling effect. 


"In order for the cooling effect of green spaces to work when it is most needed, cities would need to develop ways to store additional water, which could then be used to irrigate the green spaces during drier months," Ennos said. 

He worked on the study with Professor John Handley and Dr. Susannah Gill in the Manchester University's School of Environment and Development. 

Taking Greater Manchester as their model, the team used Geographic Information System, GIS, mapping to build up a picture of land use in the metropolitan area. 

The team then worked out the impact that increasing the amount of green space would have on the urban climate and on water retention. 

They found that urban areas can be up to 12 degrees Celsius, or 21 degrees F, warmer than more rural surroundings due to the heat given off by buildings, roads and traffic, as well as reduced evaporative cooling. 

An increase of 10 percent green space reduced surface temperatures enough to overcome temperature rises caused by global warming over the next 75 years, effectively "climate proofing our cities," the team said. 

The researchers advised that cities increase green space cover wherever structural changes are occurring within urban areas, as well as planting street trees and developing green roofs. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Scientists to Canada, clean your dirty snow 

Tue Jun 12, 2:26 PM ET 

TORONTO (Reuters) - Even Canada's thinly populated Arctic regions can play a role in curbing global warming, by reducing soot from dirty, old cooking stoves which are blackening snow and making it melt faster. 

It's one problem on a list of many outlined by researchers at the universities of California and Colorado. They urged Canadians to filter smoke stacks, reduce ship traffic and burn fuels out in their entirety to minimize dirty waste.

In a study examining the impact of burning fossil fuel in snow-covered northern climes, the scientists said grubby snow contributes to global warming because it absorbs more heat from the sun, and melts faster.

"Canada is special because it's so far north and when you look at climate change prediction, the global mean temperature changes," said Charlie Zender, one of the authors of the report, published in the Journal of Geophysical Research.

Zender said average Arctic temperatures have risen by 1.6 degrees Celsius (2.9 degrees Fahrenheit) since the late 1700s, with filthy snow accounting for a degree of that alone.

"For the next 20 years, it's crucial for the Northern polar regions," he said. "The key to averting massive climate change ... is to preserve the summer pack and sea ice."

Once the ice starts to recede and the water is exposed to the sun, the polar ice cap melts more quickly, he said.

That could mean new shipping lanes, but trade opportunities won't be the only things washing up onshore.

"Those are going to produce sources of some of the dirtiest soot because of their diesel engines ... it's going to push an already vulnerable region past its tipping point."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service: Seeing the Light with Solar Power

By Marwaan Macan-Markar

KO SI BOYA, Jun 12 (IPS) - Till over a year ago, health officials worried over maintaining the cold chain for vaccines delivered to children on this island. These included the ten given to new-born Thais, such as those for polio, diphtheria, tetanus, Japanese encephalitis and tuberculosis. 

The nearly 30-minute journey on the Andaman Sea, the transfer to the health centres and the storage before final administration were points where the vaccines could get exposed to high ambient temperatures and lose potency. 

But there is relief now on the faces of women like Sumon Kritiden, 54, who heads a staff of three at the health clinic, an open and airy building located at the entrance to this village of 126 families. A solar power system installed in 2006 now generates enough electricity to keep the vaccines cool in a fridge. 

‘'It is so different now, very convenient. We can treat children and mothers who come here without the old worries,'' says Sumon as she lifts the lid of a sturdy blue container where the vaccines are stored. The temperature inside this fridge for vaccines is at the recommended eight degrees Celsius. 

Mothers in this community are welcoming the difference in their worlds since solar power took over from generators run by diesel and where candles were often used at night. ‘'Having a fridge for vaccines here is good. We do not have to worry about getting bad medicine,'' says Siranee Yarii, 29, a mother of two boys. 

Others, such as Halima Cholathi, a 33-year-old mother of two children, points to further benefits that the new alternative power source has brought. ‘'We can watch some television at home. We can charge our mobile phones here,'' she says. 

However, many in this Muslim community agree that there still is a need for caution. If the power supply is not carefully managed, overuse during the day could result in limited or no power at night. In Ko Si Boya's school, for instance, only one of its six computers can be used at a time, says Somsak Nakarang, the principal. 

This community's predicament of not having the benefit of a 24-hour power supply is an anomaly in Krabi, the southern province it is located in. It is one of the most developed areas in this South-east Asian nation with a high per capita income thanks to a bustling tourism industry -- it topped over a million visitors last year. 

What adds to this mismatch is the proximity of Ko Si Boya to a major power plant in Krabi. ‘'It is a funny situation, because the island is located close to a power plant,'' energy minister Piyasvasti Amranand told reporters over the weekend. ‘'You can see the Krabi power plant from the island but there is no electricity there.'' 

‘'This is a common situation in Thailand where communities close to power plants do not get the immediate benefits and are excluded from the national grid,'' he added. ‘'That is why there is a need for solar cells.'' 

In fact, Bangkok's plan to supply this island with power through an environmentally friendly alternative is part of a national initiative that brought power to 353 villages in the country. Like Ko Si Boya, they are all isolated or located in places where laying electricity cables have proved costly or daunting. 

‘'Most of the villages that are non-electrified and receiving solar power are in the north, in the hilly areas close to the Burmese border,'' Suree Buranasajja, senior scientist at the bureau of solar energy development in the energy ministry, told IPS. ‘'It has been difficult to connect them to the national grid.'' 

But the aim of the Thai authorities is to move beyond harnessing solar power for communities lacking access to the national power grid to one that serves as a genuine alternative fuel. The ministry wants to use solar power ‘'for electricity generation in order to reduce peak demand in the power generation system,'' according to a note on Thailand's alternative energy plans. 

Currently, renewable energy contributes a mere 5.37 percent of all the fuels Thailand uses to generate electricity. Of that, biogas, palm oil and paddy husk are the major contributors to the power distributed on the national grid. The country is hoping to add 44 Mw of electricity through solar power by 2011. 

Thailand has potential to produce more solar-power energy than the target set by the government, Suphakit Nuntavorakarn, an independent alternative energy researcher, explained to IPS. ‘'The figure should be much higher, since we have so much to draw from here.'' 

There are problems though. Many of the earlier solar power generating systems introduced across the country as models fell apart quickly. ‘'The officials did not teach locals how the system worksà and when they broke down the people did no know how to fix them,'' Suphakit said. (END/2007)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Ethiopian Herald : EOC to Transplant Over 16 Million Indigenous Tree Seedlings

12 June 2007

WIC
Addis Ababa

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) said that it has finalized preparations to transplant over 16 million seedlings of indigenous trees under the "Two Trees for 2000 Project".

Speaking at an awareness raising workshop jointly organized by the Sunday Schools Coordination Department of the Church and Ethiopian Heritage Trust over the weekend, Department Head Father Sereke Berhan Wolde-Samuel said the church has prepared over 16 million seedlings of indigenous trees to be transplanted through its 44 archdiocese.

The transplantations will be carried out around churches and sites prepared by the government, Father Sereke said, adding that some 10 million laity would take part in the transplantation.

He further said that in addition to its environmental development programmes, the department has prepared a five-year programme for poverty alleviation and health.

President of the Ethiopian Heritage Trust, Professor Legesse Negash, expressed gratitude for the efforts of the church to conserve various heritages and indigenous trees and its initiation to participate in the aforestation activities.

The Two Trees for 2000 Project designed by the government would play a significant contribution in covering the close to 97 per cent of the deforested land in the country, the president said.

Over 350 heads of Sunday schools drawn from all archdiocese attended the half-day workshop.

Similarly, the Wolaita Zone trade and industry department said preparations are underway at hotels and tourist attraction sites in connection with the Ethiopian Millennium.

Tourism, parks and hotels representative with the desk, Abera Milko told ENA that hotels, service provision enterprises and tourist attraction sites are finalizing preparations to receive their guests coming during the millennium festival.

Activities aimed at installing tourist facilities near caves, water falls, Tiya rocks, hot springs as well as other natural and man-made tourist attractions is being carried out.

Construction of a museum that would display cultural values of the Wolaita people is nearing completion, while training is being offered to tourist guide and food catering.

Meanwhile, an investor received plot of land for the construction of a four star hotel and resort centre along Lake Abaya, he added.

Harari State Agriculture and Rural Development Bureau said that it has started distributing over one million types of various seedlings for transplantation on the occasion of the new millennium.

Office Head Abdurkadir Adem yesterday WIC yesterday that the seedlings were multiplied in five nurseries in the state, including Harrar town.

He said over 440,000 of the seedlings are going to be transplanted until the end of this month in 40 selected sites while the transplantation of the remaining 560,000 would follow.

The seedlings prepared for transplantation include indigenous trees like cordia and juniper trees as well as fruits and vegetables that are compatible with the climate of the area and are important in ensuring food security, Abdurkadir said.

The majority of the seedlings to be transplanted this year are expected to take roots as there is sufficient rainfall, the head said, adding that the forest coverage of the state would improve remarkably if the transplantation of fruit and vegetable seedlings continues for the coming three years at same pace.

He said the bureau is making preparations to multiply large number of tree and fruit seedlings in the coming three years under a regular programme.

_____________________________________________________________________________

AFP: China flood death toll rises to 76, as villages submerged 

Tue Jun 12, 2:00 PM ET 

BEIJING (AFP) - The death toll from nearly a week of heavy rain in southern China rose to 76 on Tuesday, as reports emerged of authorities deliberately flooding some villages in an effort to save bigger cities. 

More than 13.5 million people have been affected by the disaster, which has caused an estimated 4.73 billion yuan (606 million dollars) in economic losses, the civil affairs ministry reported on its website.

According to the ministry, 76 people have died and 13 are missing from torrential rains that have battered the region since June 6.

The death toll on Monday had stood at 66.

"At present the disaster situation is rather grave in some areas as there are a lot of people out there and the damage caused by water is serious," Li Ronggen, vice governor in charge of flooding in Guangdong province, said.

"On top of this the rain is continuing to fall, making the fight against flooding and other mitigating circumstances much more arduous," he said in a Tuesday statement posted on the website of the state flood headquarters.

Tens of thousands of people were safely evacuated from up to 24 villages that were submerged by floods in six provinces and regions in southern China, China Central Television said.

Guangdong province has been the worst hit and authorities there have deliberately diverted water to flood six villages so that more important towns and cities would not be inundated, Xinhua news agency reported.

The unavoidable flooding of villages occurred when authorities opened sluice gates at a dam on Guangdong's Hanjiang river because water there was building up to too high a level, it said.

"Landslides and collapses have been frequent along the river dam area," Guo Chunshan, the chief of Liuhuang town which encompasses the six villages, was quoted as saying.

"If we hadn't opened the discharge gate, the dam might have overflowed and the losses would have been much more serious," he added.

According to the ministry, 788,000 people have been evacuated from the six regions and provinces affected by the flooding -- Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hunan, Fujian and Jiangxi.

More than 479,600 hectares (1.18 million acres) of farmland have been damaged by the disaster, with crops completely destroyed on nearly a third of the area, the ministry said.

More than 144,000 buildings and homes have been damaged by the floods and landslides, while 69,000 have been destroyed, it said.

The week of devastating rains has marked the start of the months-long storm season for southern and eastern China, although it began later than in 2006.

From April to August last year, natural disasters killed more than 2,200 people in China, with most deaths in the typhoon and flood-prone regions in the south and east, according to previously released government data.
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Kenya: Wildlife Body Approves Trade Ban On Endangered Sawfish

Catholic Information Service for Africa (Nairobi): A joint Kenya-US proposal for the protection of six highly prized but endangered sawfish species has been approved by delegates at the world's wildlife oversight organisation CITES. Stringent commercial trade restrictions on the six sawfish species are expected to follow adoption of the resolution on June 15, according to a statement by Kenya Wildlife Service. Out of the seven sawfish species found globally, three are found on the Kenyan coast. The sawfish species has declined worldwide by as much as 90 per cent due to over-fishing and loss of habitats, according to Greenpeace International. http://allafrica.com/stories/200706120988.html
Kenya: Save Lake Victoria, Kibaki Urges

New Vision (Kampala): Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki says Lake Victoria is under threat as water levels recede, putting to risk the livelihoods of more than 30 million people. Kibaki said soil and water pollution, over-fishing and the worsening ecosystem had affected people, animals and plants using the lake. Launching the Lake Victoria Basin Commission in Kisumu, Kenya on Monday, Kibaki called for urgent and decisive action to halt further degradation of the lake and the surrounding environment. Tanzanian vice-president, Dr. Ali Mohammed Shein, said there was an urgent need to address the issue of the declining water levels of the lake and the water quality management and pollution.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200706120999.html
Rwanda: Polythene Recycling Plant to Start

New Times (Kigali): The problem of polythene bags is most likely to get solution as the deal to recycle them nears approval phase. A Kigali-based company, Soimex, has already expressed interest to establish a recycling plant of polythene bags to turn them into environmental friendly products. "We have accepted Soimex to go-ahead with plans to recycle polythene bags," said Dr Rose Mukankomeje, the director general of Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA). The remaining step is for Soimex to enter into an agreement with the government regarding the required products to be recycled from these unwanted plastic materials she added. The long-awaited recycling plant is considered an appropriate measure to end the ongoing battle between government and public over the ban on use of plastic bags.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200706120154.html
Nigeria: Agip Urged to Clean Up Oil Spillage in Bayelsa

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Sangana Council of Chiefs of the Akassa Kingdom has called on the Nigerian Agip Oil Company (NAOC) to urgently clean up the massive oil spill devastating the community. The community made the call after an emergency meeting in Sangana in the Brass Local Government Area of Bayelsa state yesterday. The chiefs lamented that the oil spill occurred as a result of the vandalization of NAOC's pipelines by the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) at the Tebidaba and Igbomotoru axis of the state. The spill, they maintained, had run into the Sangana creeks and surrounding areas. The chiefs said the development was causing severe damage and devastation to the fauna and flora, fishing business and along the river banks of the community. http://allafrica.com/stories/200706120808.html
Zimbabwe: Forests Felled for Firewood

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Firewood has become Zimbabwe's hottest seller, with demand shooting up since the introduction two weeks ago of widespread and prolonged power outages to give the irrigation of winter wheat fields a priority allocation of dwindling energy supplies. Chamunorwa Chimombe, a beneficiary of President Robert Mugabe's fast-track land reform programme, which redistributed white-owned commercial farmland to landless blacks, now, spends his day sipping beer beside the busy highway connecting the capital, Harare, to the town of Mazowe, while he sells firewood from trees felled on his newly acquired farm. It is the huge pile of wood he sits on top of, rather than the small handwritten sign, 'Firewood for Sale', that draws his customers. Within minutes of an IRIN correspondent's arrival at the roadside stall, a well-dressed woman driving one of the latest all-terrain light delivery vehicles stopped at the woodpile. http://allafrica.com/stories/200706120914.html
====================================================================

ROWA Brief: 13 June 2007 

Bahrain

Andalus park revamped

AL Andalus Public Park was officially reopened yesterday, after being closed for a BD2 million revamp. It was reopened by Her Highness Shaikha Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of His Majesty King Hamad and Supreme Council for Women chairwoman. Shaikha Sabeeka appreciated the efforts put into the park project and the overall development it received.

Shaikh Sabeeka lauded the royal care of King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa who patronised the celebration of the Sea and Palm Tree Day, which was held by the Public Commission for the Protection of Environment, Marine Resources and Wildlife on June 5, and ordered the distribution 1800 of authentic Bahraini tree seedlings.

She also hailed the efforts exerted by the Ministry of Municipalities and Agricultural Affairs and the capital governotate's municipal council in supervising the project. She reiterated King Hamad's call to support Bahraini farmers and provide them with the needed know-how for better productivity.

She said the park rehabilitation was part of the municipalities and agricultural affairs strategy to develop recreational places and rehabilitate overused ones.

The new park, built on an area of 2.7 hectares, comprises three two-storey buildings and will soon feature children's games, a gym, cafŽs and restaurants.

The second storey in each of the three buildings has rest areas, which overlook the park's greenery, expected to grow within a year.

It currently has an outdoor six-a-side football pitch and green areas, with a walkway earmarked for construction in the future.

A footbridge connecting the park with the nearby Salmaniya Public Park will be built in a few months. A permanent flowers and natural plantations exhibition will also be situated in the park.

Municipalities and Agriculture Affairs Minister Mansoor Bin Rajab said the project was in line with the country's sustainable development plans, with public health and the environment as top priorities.

The project has been designed in co-ordination with Manama Municipal Council. 

Al Andalus Garden was previously being used as a public coffee shop. The investor leasing it was told to leave the place two years ago to allow the development to go ahead.

Council vice-chairman and area councillor Tariq Al Shaikh said the park was a step in the right direction.

"It is a break from development and urbanisation, which has left no space for greenery," he said. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=185083&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30085
___________________________________________________________________________

Jordan

Water management forum opens today

A regional forum on local water governance entitled, “Water is everybody’s business” opens today.

The Euro-Med Participatory Water Resources Scenarios (EMPOWERS) Partnership, supported by the Ministry of Water and Irrigation, is holding the forum under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah.

More than 200 specialists representing decision-makers in the Arab world’s water sectors, representatives of donor organisations, water networks, as well as regional and international NGOs and academia are attending the forum, organised by 15 local, regional and international organisations.

The forum is based on the argument that solutions for water problems in any community are viable only if water management plans are implemented in a participatory manner, according to a statement released by the organisers. 

It, therefore, aims to promote the involvement of local communities and officials in the decision-making process, planning and implementation of water activities  — regarded as one of the most important pillars of good local water resources governance.

Active community participation in planning and decision-making in the water sector, whether at the local or national level, is based on enforcement of policies and legislations that are supportive of this societal role which the world now considers as a solution to many water management problems, the statement said.

These problems have gained extra weight in the Arab world where water scarcity has reached unprecedented levels.  An outcome of this situation is that many water users claim priority for themselves for getting a bigger water share which would be at the expense of other users, according to the event organisers. 

Long-term solutions require the adoption of a systematic approach based on an integrated management of water resources, which cannot be achieved except by the participation of citizens from all social and economic classes, the statement added.

Participants will focus on the efforts required to enhance this participation and on coordination mechanisms among all community groups to achieve their visions and strategies. 

This requires building the capacities of intermediate-level stakeholders to be able to facilitate involvement of ordinary citizens and create awareness on the active role they can play in water resource management.

The forum will also address the importance of making credible water-related information available to all citizens as such data is the infrastructure for any successful planning process.

The EMPOWERS Partnership, co-funded by the European Union’s MEDA Water Programme, is a regional project implemented in Jordan, Palestine and Egypt.

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews9.htm
________________________________________________________________________

Oman

Campaign to clean beaches

The Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, the Omani Environment Association and Petroleum Development Oman (PDO) are to join efforts with Muscat Municipality and the Sultan's Armed Forces tomorrow (Thursday) to launch a campaign to clean the beaches in Qurum, Ghubrah and Athaiba of debris left behind by tropical cyclone Gonu. Citizen and resident volunteers are called upon to begin gathering at 8.30 on Thursday morning at Foreign Ministry car parking lot in Shatti Al Qurum to join this new saga of national consolidation and restore affected areas to normalcy.
http://www.omanobserver.com/
___________________________________________________________________
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Secretary-General expresses deep concern over Gaza violence 

12 June - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today said he is “deeply concerned” at the resurgence of violence in Gaza, which has reportedly killed 20 people. 

“The intensity of this latest round of fighting and the heightened public rhetoric marks a serious deterioration of the situation, placing the civilian population in Gaza in grave peril, jeopardizing the delivery of humanitarian assistance, and threatening the future of the Palestinian Government and Authority,” Mr. Ban’s spokesperson said in a statement. 

He called for the immediate end to all intra-Palestinian violence, which includes attacks against the Palestinian Authority and its institutions. 

“At this extremely difficult moment for the Palestinian people and their cause, the Secretary-General calls for all parties to give their full support to the efforts of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to restore law and order,” the statement said. 

Meanwhile, the main United Nations agency tasked with helping Palestinian refugees expressed its alarm at the number of people killed and injured as the clashes between Hamas and Fatah loyalists enter their sixth day. 

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) also cautioned that the violence is impeding the delivery of humanitarian aid. 

“We are extremely concerned for the plight of the one million refugees who depend on UNRWA’s food assistance and medical serves,” said John Ging, the Director of the agency’s Operation in Gaza. “However, we cannot deliver food and medical services in the crossfire.” 

Since 80 per cent of the refugee population relies entirely on aid and the economy has collapsed due to the international economic embargo, UNRWA noted that the violence is exacerbating an already dreadful humanitarian situation. 

“We call on all Palestinian leaders to use their influence to resolve their disputes through peaceful means,” Mr. Ging said. “This senseless fighting must stop and must make way for dialogue and negotiation. The civilian population of the Gaza Strip demand it and deserve it.” 

Sudan accepts hybrid United Nations-African Union peacekeeping force in Darfur 

12 June - The Sudanese Government today announced its acceptance of the proposal for a hybrid United Nations-African Union peacekeeping operation to be deployed to the violence-wracked Darfur region after the UN and AU issued clarifications about the mandate, structure, components and tasks of the force. 

The agreement was reached during two days of high-level technical consultations between the UN, the AU and the Sudanese Government that wrapped up today in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

In the conclusions issued following the consultations, the Sudanese Government said it accepted the joint proposals on a hybrid force “in view of the explanations and clarifications provided by the AU and the UN.” 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon welcomed today’s positive conclusions and is looking forward to expeditiously implementing the hybrid force, his spokesperson Michele Montas told reporters. 

Asked whether Sudan’s acceptance of the hybrid force was unconditional, Ms. Montas noted Khartoum’s call for African troops and added that the UN had always planned to deploy a large number of African troops to the region, although this depended on availability. 

She also said that some issues raised about land, water and deployment still needed to be hammered out with the Sudanese Government. 

The UN and AU have outlined two options for the size of the force’s military component: under one plan, there would be 19,555 troops and under the other there would be 17,605 troops. The police component would require 3,772 officers. 

The hybrid operation is the third phase of a three-step process to replace the existing but under-resourced AU Mission in the Sudan (AMIS), which has been unable to end the fighting in Darfur. 

More than 200,000 people have been killed and at least 2 million others displaced from their homes since clashes erupted in 2003 between Government forces, allied Janjaweed militias and rebel groups. 

The planned hybrid force “would contribute considerably to the stabilization of the situation in Darfur in its political, humanitarian and security dimensions,” according to the conclusions, with the participants stressing that both the UN Security Council and the AU Peace and Security Council must adopt the necessary decisions and resolutions to authorize the implementation and operation of such a force. 

The UN, AU and Sudan also underlined the need for an immediate comprehensive ceasefire, accompanied by an inclusive political process, as well as for troop-contributing countries and donors to step up and ensure the hybrid force can be implemented quickly. 

Also today, a high-level committee comprising representatives of the UN, the Sudanese Government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the European Commission, met in Khartoum to discuss the latest progress on the humanitarian front in Darfur. 

The participants welcomed the recent steps taken to streamline customs and immigration problems for aid workers, as well as in the recruitment of international staff and the establishment of a database to monitor implementation of a recent joint communiqué affecting their work. 

Human rights situation in Somalia deteriorating, UN rights expert says 

12 June - The human right situation in Somalia is deteriorating as hundreds of thousands have been forced to flee their homes while others are being subject to threats, rape and violence in the war-torn East African nation, a United Nations expert said today. 

Ghanim Alnajjar, the Independent Expert on the situation of Human Rights in Somalia, told the Human Rights Council in Geneva that the current circumstances in the country are much worse than they were when he last briefed the 47-member body in September 2006. 

There have been widespread reports of indiscriminate artillery fire in the capital Mogadishu between December 2006 and April 2007, he said, and the wounded were blocked from fleeing or receiving aid and protection while the delivery of urgent relief supplies was impeded. 

Thousands of people are estimated to have been killed or injured during that period, and the UN has assessed that approximately 400,000 people had been forced from their homes in Mogadishu by the violence between February and May of this year, he noted. 

Additionally, Mr. Alnajjar said that there are 400,000 more who are internally displaced and spread out throughout Somalia. These internally displaced persons (IDPs) exposed to being threatened, intimidated, robbed, assaulted and raped, and many of them are forced to take refuge in crowded camps where there is a paucity of water, food, sanitation, basic health services and shelter. 

Widespread harassment continued to plague human rights defenders, he said, often leading to targeted killings of such defenders, journalists, aid workers and public figures. 

Due to the violence, women and girls are now more vulnerable to sexual and gender-based violence, the Independent Expert said, and some children have been recruited as soldiers while school enrolment has dipped considerably. 

Mr. Alnajjar appealed to the international community to support Somali leaders and the country’s civil society to bolster human rights protections, and called on the UN to press the Transitional Federal Institutions to protect the population. Both the UN and the Government must step up their efforts to address the immediate human needs and protect the rights of the hundreds of thousands of displaced, he said. 

In another report presented to the Council, Yash Ghai, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for human rights in Cambodia, said that despite progress made in rebuilding the country after decades of civil war, problems – such as the courts being used by the Government to punish its opponents, impunity for the wealthy and politically well-connected and rampant corruption – still persist. 

Speaking as a concerned country, the representative from Cambodia, Chheang Vun, rejected the accusations the country saw Mr. Ghai having levelled against it, saying that his report only dealt with negative issues and obscured efforts to consolidate democracy and freedom of expression. The representative asked Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to reconsider his position vis-à-vis Mr. Ghai. 

In its afternoon session, the Council also heard the report by Louis Joinet, the Independent Expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Haiti. 

Earlier in the day, the body wrapped up its interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the right to food; the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights; the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living; and the Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty. 

The fifth session of the Human Rights Council, created to replace the much-criticized Commission on Human Rights, will conclude on 18 June. 

Ban Ki-moon ‘deeply saddened’ by loss of life due to deadly Bangladeshi floods 

12 June - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today expressed his deep sadness at the loss of more than 100 lives, the injuries sustained by over 100 people and the destruction caused by the landslide and flooding impacting Chittagong, Bangladesh’s second largest city. 

Mr. Ban “extends his deepest condolences to the families of those who have been killed or injured in the disaster,” his spokesperson said in a statement. 

He added that the UN “stands ready to assist as required.” 

In another development, three UN agencies will assist in implementing a major five-year initiative to save lives and improve maternal and newborn health in Bangladesh. 

With $31.2 million in funding from the United Kingdom and the European Commission, the programme, aimed at promoting a surge in use of quality health services, will be launched next month by the Bangladeshi Government, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO). 

As many Bangladeshi women give birth without skilled assistance or access to lifesaving emergency care, maternal and neonatal deaths in the impoverished South Asian nation are high, estimated at 320 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births and 4,100 neonatal deaths per 100,000 live births. 

The project – which follows the country’s health strategy as well as efforts to meet Goals 4 and 5 of the internationally agreed Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which endeavour to reduce child mortality and improve maternal health – targets the improvement of community health practices and increasing the demand for public services, focusing on reaching the poor and excluded. 

The initiative seeks to slash maternal deaths by 15 per cent and neonatal deaths by 25 per cent and save 885 mothers and 24,000 newborns during the project’s span. 

Beginning in four districts and eventually growing to 20, the project will put into practice innovative means to tackle delays in seeking and receiving obstetric care which can have deadly consequences. Measures to be used include voucher programmes for poor families. 

More than 400,000 facing food shortages in Lesotho due to drought – UN 

12 June - A new report by two United Nations agencies says that more than 400,000 people in Lesotho face food shortages due to the country’s most severe drought in 30 years. 

The report, issued today by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Programme (WFP), estimates that 410,000 people of Lesotho’s 1.9 million inhabitants will struggle to meet their basic food needs due to “extensive” crop failure and “exorbitant” maize prices. 

Soaring temperatures and low rainfall during the critical crop growing months of January, 

February and March caused large-scale damage to crops. The drought was most severe in the lowlands, where the main production areas are located. 

“All told, more than several million people in the region are at risk," said Kelly David, who heads the Southern Africa regional office of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). He appealed for urgent international assistance in order to support Lesotho in meeting the immediate and acute needs of those severely affected. 

According to the UN report, Lesotho will require approximately 30,000 tonnes of cereals and 6,700 tonnes of other foods to meet its minimum food consumption needs. The situation is particularly serious for the poorest households who depend heavily on agricultural activities to produce their own food or for employment. 

Drought conditions have also adversely affected maize production levels across the region, resulting in steep increases in maize prices. The price hikes will make it even more difficult for the most vulnerable, who purchase most of their food, to cope. 

Lesotho is not the only country in the region facing food shortages in the coming months. More than 400,000 people in Swaziland and 2.1 million people in Zimbabwe will struggle to meet their basic food requirements due to regional drought conditions and other factors, according to FAO and WFP assessments. 

National-led vulnerability assessments to determine household food security are also underway in Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

UN humanitarian chief condemns killing of aid worker in Central African Republic 

12 June - The top United Nations humanitarian official today strongly condemned the killing of an aid worker in the Central African Republic (CAR), and the world body has suspended all movements in the affected region for the time being. 

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes said he was “very concerned” about the recent deterioration of the security situation in the northwest of the country, where a Médecins sans Frontières (MSF) staff member was killed yesterday, a UN spokesperson told reporters in New York. 

Elsa Serfass was hit by gunfire during an assessment mission on the border with Cameroon and Chad. 

Mr. Holmes called on the parties to the conflict in the impoverished CAR to protect humanitarian workers and provide safe access to people in need. 

The northern part of CAR has more than 212,000 people who have been displaced from other parts of the country, which also hosts some 10,000 refugees, mainly from Chad, Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

UN rushes aid to new Darfur arrivals in Central African Republic 

12 June - The United Nations is rushing aid to refugees pouring into the Central African Republic (CAR) from the troubled Darfur region of Sudan, a spokesperson said today. 

Jennifer Pagonis of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) told reporters in Geneva that the agency and its partners are providing supplies to 2,650 newly arrived Sudanese “who are in a desperate condition in the east of the country where they have been surviving mainly on mangoes for the last few weeks.” 

On Sunday, as part of a convoy of UN humanitarian aid from the capital Bangui, the agency sent materials including 600 pieces of plastic sheeting, clothes, soap and 600 jerry cans to help the refugees in Sam Ouandja located near the border with Sudan. 

The refugees began arriving in Sam Ouandja late May after fleeing repeated attacks on their home town of Dafak and surrounding villages in south Darfur, according to UNHCR, which cited accounts of homes being bombarded by planes and helicopters and attacks by men in military clothing. 

“The refugees are rapidly running out of food and have only a nearby creek for their water supply resulting in a number of refugees falling ill with diarrhoea while others have malaria,” said Ms. Pagonis. 

In response, UN agencies including the World Food Programme (WFP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) sent on Sunday's convoy 80 metric tons of food, seeds and agricultural tools for 1,000 families, water purification sets, some medical supplies and other basic household items such as kitchen sets and education kits. The aid is expected to take about 10 days to reach the refugees because of poor road conditions. 

WFP has also scheduled 15 metric tons of high-nutrition biscuits to arrive in Bangui on Thursday, from where they will be flown to Sam Ouandja. A doctor from the World Health Organization (WHO) is already at the site and two nurses are expected to leave today to the area. 

Ms. Pagonis said UNHCR is planning to fly a small team to Sam Ouandja to register the newly arrived refugees, arrange for their safety in cooperation with local authorities and organize aid distribution. 

CAR hosts some 10,000 refugees, mainly from Chad, Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), according to UNHCR. In the northern part, there are also more than 212,000 people who have been displaced within the country. 

Since 2003, the conflict in Darfur has killed some 200,000 people and forced another 2 million to flee their homes while threatening to spill over into neighbouring countries, including CAR. 

Leader of breakaway Croatian Serb state convicted and jailed by UN tribunal 

12 June - The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today sentenced a former political leader of rebel Serbs in Croatia to 35 years’ prison after convicting him for his role in a campaign of ethnic cleansing. 

Milan Martić was convicted by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) on 16 counts, including persecutions, murder, torture, deportation, attacks on civilians, the wanton destruction of civilian areas and other crimes against humanity and violations of laws and customs of war. He was acquitted on one count of extermination. 

Mr. Martić served variously as President, Defence Minister and Interior Minister of the self-proclaimed Republic of Serbian Krajina (RSK), a breakaway part of southern Croatia, between 1991 and 1995. 

ICTY judges found that Mr. Martić had engaged in a joint criminal enterprise with at least 11 others, including former Yugoslav president Slobodan Miloševic and former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadžic, to create a unified greater Serbian state by undertaking a campaign of crimes against non-Serbs living in certain parts of Croatia – including Krajina – and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

RSK lasted from 1991 to 1995, when Croatian forces brought it back under control of Zagreb. 

As president of RSK, Mr. Martić was in control of its armed forces, the judges found, adding that he had abused his positions “and promoted an atmosphere in which the non-Serb population was subjected to widespread and systematic crimes.” 

Mr. Martić was also convicted of ordering rocket attacks on downtown Zagreb in May 1995 that killed seven people and wounded more than 200 others. Two days after the attacks he gave a radio interview admitting he had personally ordered the shelling of the city. 

In determining the sentence, the judges said they noted that virtually the entire Croat and other non-Serb population was expelled from the area under Mr. Martić’s control, as well as the fact that most of the crimes he committed were against civilians, the elderly and detainees. 

UN tribunal for Rwandan genocide issues first indictment for false testimony 

12 June - The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the 1994 Rwandan genocide has issued an indictment against a witness for giving false testimony during the trial of the country’s former higher education minister. 

Judge Jai Ram Reddy of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) confirmed the indictment yesterday after an application from prosecutors, and issued a warrant for the arrest of the witness, identified only by the code name GAA. 

This is the first time that the ICTR has issued an indictment for false testimony and contempt of court, and it arises from an investigation by prosecutors on the direction of the Tribunal’s appeals chamber when it upheld the conviction of Jean de Dieu Kamuhanda in September 2005. 

Witnesses in that trial were allegedly induced to give false testimony under oath. 

Mr. Kamuhanda is serving concurrent life sentences after being convicted of genocide and extermination for his role in the mass killings that engulfed the small African country in less than three months in 1994. Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered, often by machete or club. 

The ICTR found Mr. Kamuhanda had supervised the killings in his native Gikomero commune in the Kigali-Rural prefecture. He distributed firearms, grenades and machetes to the Hutu Interahamwe militia and led attacks at the parish church and adjoining school in Gikomero, where several thousand Tutsi civilians were killed. 

Meanwhile, ICTR prosecutors yesterday requested the transfer of the case of Fulgence Kayishema to Rwanda for trial – the first such request for a transfer from the UN tribunal to the Rwandan national jurisdiction. 

The Rwandan Government has said it is willing and ready to prosecute Mr. Kayishema – who faces charges of genocide, complicity in genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide and extermination as a crime against humanity – and has given assurances he will receive a fair trial and not be subject to the death penalty. 

ICTR prosecutors have also asked the trial chamber to require the Tribunal registrar to designate a defence counsel for Mr. Kayishema during the referral proceedings. 

Mr. Kayishema was inspector of police in Kivumu commune in Kibuye prefecture during the 1994 genocide. The indictment alleges he conspired with Father Athanase Seromba and others to prepare and carry out a plan to exterminate the Tutsi population in Kivumu and elsewhere in Kibuye. 

In a separate development, Silvana Arbia has been appointed as Chief Prosecutor at the ICTR, replacing Stephen Rapp, who is now Prosecutor of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL). 

Ms. Arbia has been with the ICTR since October 1999 and has previously worked as a judge, public prosecutor and lawyer in her native Italy. She has also served as a lecturer and as Italy’s delegate to the 1998 conference setting up the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

UN agencies call for putting end to child labour in agriculture 

12 June - Three United Nations agencies have joined forces with key international agricultural groups to launch a new landmark global partnership to address the plight of children working in agriculture, on the occasion of the World Day against Child Labour. 

The initiative will focus on policies and activities to promote the application of laws on child labour in agriculture, mainstream child labour issues into national agricultural activities, and promote youth employment opportunities in rural areas. 

“It is only by mainstreaming child labour issues into mandates and policies and by working together that we can strengthen the worldwide movement to eliminate child labour,” International Labour Organization (ILO) Director-General Juan Somavia said, welcoming the new partnership. 

The World Day was launched in 2002 as a way to highlight the plight of working children. The ILO estimates that 218 million children worldwide, from 5 to 17 years old, are engaged in some kind of labour, with 126 million children engaged in the worst forms of child labour. 

The agency noted in a news release that worldwide, agriculture is where by far the largest number of working children can be found – an estimated 70 per cent, of whom 132 million are girls and boys aged 5-14, “who often work from dawn to dusk on farms and plantations, planting and harvesting crops, spraying pesticides, and tending livestock.” 

“These children are helping to produce the food and beverages we consume,” said ILO. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) stressed that putting an end to child labour in agriculture must become a political priority, saying it is “simply unacceptable” that 132 million children are forced to work the land under unhealthy and hazardous conditions. 

Most studies point to poverty as the root cause of child labour, with children working both for their own survival and for that of their families, according to an FAO news release. 

“The true winning strategy against child labour is to reduce poverty in rural areas of the developing world, offering income opportunities, addressing health and safety in agriculture, improving pesticide management, and ensuring sustainable development,” said José María Sumpsi, FAO’s Assistant Director-General for Agricultural and Consumer Protection. 

In addition to the ILO and FAO, members of the new partnership are the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), International Food Policy Research Institute of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, International Federation of Agricultural Producers, and the International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers’ Associations. 

Indonesia improving on human rights, but stronger steps needed – UN expert 

12 June - Human rights defenders in Indonesia’s province of West Papua continue to face torture, arbitrary detention and harassment from the country’s police, military and security forces, an independent United Nations expert said today after wrapping up a week-long visit to the Asian archipelago, which she said had also taken some positive steps in the legal realm. 

Hina Jilani, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on the situation of human rights defenders, said she had received “credible reports” of such activities, as well as attempts to interfere with defenders’ freedom of movement. 

Ms. Jilani “was also informed of cases where human rights defenders were threatened with prosecution by members of the police and the military,” she said in a statement. “It was alleged that when defenders have attempted to register their complaints, this has been denied and the defenders threatened.” 

The Special Representative added that defenders working in the environmental field “frequently receive threats from private actors with powerful economic interest, but are granted no protection by the police.” 

Other defenders who allege there have been abuses of authority are “labelled as separatists in order to undermine their credibility,” she said. 

The Special Representative recommended that existing mechanisms be strengthened to ensure the police, military and intelligence apparatus faces more credible oversight, and the creation of special complaint cells to register incidents involving harm or threats to human rights defenders. 

In today’s statement Ms. Jilani said that while the harassment and intimidation was not confined to West Papua province, she was “greatly encouraged” by the situation in Aceh province at the opposite end of the country, where the Government and separatists signed a peace deal in 2005. 

Human rights defenders in Aceh now have much greater scope to conduct their activities and their participation in peace-building initiatives was also being sought, although Ms. Jilani said she was also informed of some cases where defenders were subject to surveillance or interference. 

Turning to the case of Munir, the prominent human rights defender who was killed in 2004, Ms. Jilani said she was “deeply concerned at apprehensions expressed by defenders that the course of justice may be influenced to protect the perpetrators of this crime,” despite recent developments indicating the Government had made efforts to bring those perpetrators to justice. 

The Special Representative met senior Government, judicial and parliamentary officials, as well as human rights defenders and civil society groups, during her visit, which took in the capital, Jakarta, and West Papua and Aceh. 

Overall, the prospects for promoting human rights within Indonesia have advanced considerably recently, she said, but the country has yet to take concrete steps to enact laws, create institutions or set up procedures to protect rights defenders or ensure accountability for any harm carried out against them. 

Ms. Jilani welcomed the “several positive steps” taken to strengthen the laws and institutions that try to protect human rights, including constitutional changes in 2002 and the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission (Komnas HAM) and the National Commission on Violence Against Women (Komnas Perempuan). 

But some of these institutions and organizations face serious constraints on their ability to function, partly because of a lack of inter-agency cooperation and the difficulty of changing long-held attitudes that have helped to maintain impunity for some rights violations. 

Ms. Jilani also expressed concern at the lack of formal measures taken to protect human rights defenders, saying the only initiative she knew of was the programme on female rights defenders created by Komnas Perempuan. 

She recommended the setting up of mechanisms to probe complaints of violations committed against rights defenders as they work, and the removal of restrictive Government regulations that can impede defenders’ right to freedom of assembly and association. 

The Special Representative said she was particularly worried about the lack of protection for defenders working with socially sensitive issues, such as public awareness of HIV/AIDS or the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons. 

Ms. Jilani will report to the UN Human Rights Council later this year on her Indonesian visit, and said she looked forward to a sustained dialogue with Jakarta on the issues raised by her trip. 

Nepal: UN to start second phase of monitoring Maoist army personnel 

12 June - The senior United Nations envoy to Nepal today announced the planned start this week of the second phase of monitoring Maoist army personnel in the country to ensure that no minors are serving. 

“This is a crucial stage of the implementation of the Agreement on the Monitoring of Arms and Armies,” said Ian Martin, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative, announcing that the process will begin Thursday in Ilam, in Nepal’s east. 

Teams led by the UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) will individually verify the details of each registered Maoist army member to ensure that they were over the age of 18 before 25 May 2006 and that they joined the Maoist army before this cut-off date.

 Child protection officers from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and registration personnel from the UN Development Programme (UNDP) will participate in the effort. 

UNMIN teams completed the first phase of registering weapons and personnel in mid-February, when more than 30,850 Maoist personnel were registered and 2,855 weapons were stored under 24-hour UN monitoring. An equivalent number of weapons of the Nepal Army was also stored under UN-monitoring as part of this process. 

The verification process will be undertaken through individual interviews of each person registered as a Maoist combatant, and will be done in each of the seven main cantonment sites one after the other, the mission said. 

“As soon as the findings of verification at the first site are complete, they will be discussed with Maoist representatives so that the orderly discharge and reintegration of those who are to leave the cantonments can be carried out as soon as possible,” said Mr. Martin. “UNICEF and its partners will be making arrangements for the reintegration of those found to be minors.” 

In his first public statement since the eight parties agreed that the Constituent Assembly election should be held before mid-December, the envoy stated that “UNMIN’s presence in Nepal and all aspects of its work are for the purpose of assisting in creating a free and fair atmosphere for this election.” 

He emphasized that “the challenges involved in creating satisfactory conditions for a late November election are very considerable,” noting that “they require not just the fixing of a date, but a realistic plan and timetable to which all parties commit themselves, and which will ensure rapid progress on simultaneous fronts…encompassing not only the technical and logistical preparations but also political and security issues.” 

The major electoral issue currently before the Interim Legislature-Parliament is to determine the electoral system. Mr. Martin called for dialogue with traditionally marginalized groups – Madhesis, Janajatis, Dalits, women and others – so that they are able to gain a reasonable degree of assurance that their legitimate demands for representation are being met by the electoral system. 

“To ensure a successful election there is no substitute for a process which commands broad confidence,” he said. 

Mr. Martin also pressed for talks and cooperation between the Home Ministry, the police, the Maoists and others on how to achieve public security, especially in districts and villages, in order to allow all parties to conduct their activities without facing intimidation and violence. 

On the Young Communist League, the youth wing of the Maoist party, the envoy said he had had recent meetings with Maoist chairman Prachanda and that he has “urged that he make public the instructions under which the YCL operates, making clear that these are fully in accordance with the law and with human rights standards – in particular, that they must no use violence of any kind and must assist law enforcement only by acting as citizens cooperating with the police within the law.” 

Mr. Martin also referred to the first visit of the UN Electoral Expert Monitoring Team, which arrived in Nepal this week. The five-member team, led by Spanish expert Dr Rafael Lopez-Pintor, will make a series of visits to Nepal during electoral process in order to determine whether it is proceeding in a manner which will lead to a result that accurately reflects the will of the Nepalese people. 

The team reports to the Secretary-General who will make its findings available to the Government and the Election Commission. 

Separate to the Electoral Expert Monitoring Team, UNMIN provides technical assistance to Nepal’s Election Commission for the planning, preparation and conduct of the Constituent Assembly election. 

UNMIN is a special political mission established by the Security Council in January to support the peace process in Nepal, especially by assisting in the conduct of the Constituent Assembly election in a free and fair atmosphere. 

UN launches legislative guide on child rights treaty 

12 June - The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has launched a new publication which aims to serve as a research tool for children's rights advocates based on the major international treaty guiding their work. 

“This major study documents how the Convention on the Rights of the Child came to represent a sea change in the way the international community was prepared to address the rights of children,” High Commissioner Louise Arbour writes in the book's preface. 

The two-volume Legislative History on the Convention on the Rights of the Child lists among the many major advances ushered in by the Convention recognition, for the first time in a human rights treaty, of the differential and often discriminatory impact that national legislation, policies, attitudes and cultural traditions can have on girls. 

The Legislative History on the Convention on the Rights of the Child is the first comprehensive record of the drafting of the Convention, according to a news release from Ms. Arbour's office. 

Produced following 10 years of work by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and Save the Children Sweden, the publication is available on the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

UN group on illicit arms offers recommendations on national laws 

12 June - A United Nations group of experts dealing with illicit arms brokering has produced a series of recommendations for combating the trade through legislation. 

The United Nations Group of Governmental Experts to consider further steps to enhance international cooperation in preventing, combating and eradicating illicit brokering in small arms and light weapons forged its proposals during an 8 June meeting, where it also called for consistent attention to the issue at future UN gatherings. 

In a consensus report, the experts also furnished the first agreed description of what constitutes illicit brokering in small arms. 

The description is seen as fundamental to any efforts to enhance international cooperation to combat illicit brokering in small arms, according to a news release from the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs. It includes closely related activities such as transportation and financing, paving the way for a holistic approach to tackling illicit arms brokering. 

The Disarmament Office predicted that the report would “form the basis for dedicated attention to illicit arms brokering at future UN meetings on small arms.” 

The Group, which was established by the General Assembly in 2005, is composed of 25 experts from Argentina, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Egypt, Finland, France, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Romania, Senegal, South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States. 

Sudan: UN aims to curb injuries suffered by women enduring prolonged labour 

12 June - The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is leading a global effort to end obstetric fistula – an abnormal hole in the birth canal caused by prolonged labour without speedy medical attention – in Sudan, where 5,000 new cases occur every year. 

Obstetric fistula, which leaves women with chronic incontinence and in most cases a stillborn baby, is almost entirely preventable. However, there are only three health centres for fistula across in the vast country. 

Occurring disproportionately among impoverished girls and women, it occurs when emergency obstetric care is not available to women developing complications during childbirth. Many Sudanese women live far from the reach of medical services. 

In Southern Sudan – where reproductive health problems such as fistula are the leading cause of death and illness for women of childbearing age – there are only eight qualified midwives, and seven of the ten States have none. Further compounding the risk of developing obstetric fistula is the fact that there are fewer than 30 general practitioners in all of Southern Sudan. 

The Campaign to End Fistula, which started in 2003 and currently operates in over 40 countries, aims to end fistula worldwide by 2015 to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a series of targets to slash poverty and other ills. 

The initiative trains doctors, nurses and other health workers in live-saving obstetric care, and focuses on the three crucial areas of prevention, treating affected women and supporting them after surgery. 

“Prevention is at the heart of this Campaign,” Saira Stewart, UNFPA Media Officer, told the UN News Service. “In the long run, prevention also entails tackling underlying social and economic inequities through efforts aimed at empowering women and girls, enhancing their life opportunities and delaying marriage and childbirth.” 

The Campaign also works to provide care for women already living with fistula. A simple surgical procedure – at an average cost of $300 – will repair the injury in most cases, with 90 per cent success rates among skilled surgeons. The UNFPA scheme channels funding for the provision of free surgery to women who need it. 

“Fistula treatment goes far beyond the surgical repair,” Ms. Stewart noted. “Many patients, especially those who have lived with the condition for years, will need emotional, economic and social support to fully recover from their ordeal.” 

Sudan was one of the first countries the Campaign reached out to, primarily because of the high rates of obstetric fistula occurring yearly. 

The Campaign works in tandem with its partners on the ground in Sudan to bolster health services for fistula repair surgery and rehabilitation, providing “a much-needed boost to Sudan’s health system as a whole, particularly since it has one of the highest rates of maternal death in the world,” Ms. Stewart observed. 

The Sudanese Ministry of Health has partnered with UNFPA to conduct a month-long training session for health care workers in the Upper Nile, Northern Bahr El Gazal, Lakes and Jongolei States, currently underway. 

In addition, UNFPA experts based in New York are on a two-day visit to Juba as part of the Campaign, and will meet with health officials and health care providers to stress the importance of preventing obstetric fistula. 

Last year, in Western Darfur, UNFPA helped open the region’s first comprehensive fistula centre, a 16-bed facility with the capacity to treat almost 1,300 women yearly. 

In Pakistan, where like Sudan, approximately 5,000 new cases of obstetric fistula occur annually, UNFPA has since last year been aiding seven regional centres to treat women suffering from the condition. As of last month, around 375 women were operated on free of charge, and the agency predicts twice as many women to be treated in the next 12 months. 

Although obstetric fistula has almost entirely been eliminated in countries where emergency care is widely available, it still affects at least 2 million women worldwide and between 50,000 to 100,000 new cases develop every year. 

“We’ve made remarkable progress since 2003, but the needs are great,” Ms. Stewart said. “Ending fistula worldwide will demand political will, additional resources, and strengthened collaboration between governments, community groups, NGOs and health professionals.” 

Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan agree to strengthen counter-narcotics efforts – UN 

12 June - Senior officials from Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan have agreed to work more closely to stop the threat of drug trafficking along their common borders, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), which hosted their meeting, announced today. 

In a joint statement, the ministers of public security and counter-narcotics from the three countries expressed their intention to take action to reduce the threat posed by Afghanistan’s opium. “This transnational threat requires a cooperative solution,” they said. 

UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa hailed the meeting as a turning point in the fight against Afghanistan's drug problem. 

“The very fact that these ministers and senior officials turned up and agreed [to] a joint statement is a strong political signal of their desire to work together to fight a common problem. This increases the chances of containing the problem at its epicentre,” Mr. Costa said. 

The three countries agreed to take steps to improve border management by building more physical barriers, boosting law enforcement capacity, launching joint counter-narcotic operations, improving communication, and increasing intelligence-sharing about trafficking routes, traffickers, suspicious shipments and other activities, UNODC said. 

The ministers and officials also agreed to focus not only on trafficking, but on all aspects of the drug economy, the agency said. This includes stopping the diversion and smuggling of precursor chemicals used to make drugs, locating and destroying drug labs, tackling corruption which facilitates the drug business, and halting the laundering of drug money. 

They also urged countries where opiates are consumed, particularly the European Union and the Russian Federation, to assume their share of responsibility by curbing the demand that is fuelling the opium trade. 

They called on States where precursor chemicals are produced to tighten their procedures to prevent diversion of substances that are essential for producing heroin from opium poppy. As the opium problem is best controlled at the source, chemical precursors should likewise be controlled first and foremost where they are produced. 

The senior delegates from Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan agreed to hold policy-level coordination meetings at least every six months and technical-level exchanges every three months, UNODC said, predicting that this should improve operational contacts that can stem the flow of drug trafficking from Afghanistan. 

“UNODC is proud to have brokered this process which can help solve the world's biggest drug control problem,” said Mr. Costa. He urged the three countries to build on the goodwill evident at the Vienna meeting and pledged his Office’s continued support for the process. 

UN envoy to Timor-Leste urges democratic election process 

12 June - With campaigning for Timor-Leste’s parliamentary elections in full swing, the senior United Nations envoy to the country today called on all concerned to ensure a democratic process. 

“It is important that campaign messages be delivered freely, fairly and without violence or intimidation or misuse of state resources,” he said in a news release. 

So far, only four of the more than 150 campaign activities held across Timor-Leste by the 16 political parties have been marred by violent incidents, according to the UN Integrated Mission there (UNMIT). 

Mr. Khare stressed that the 30 June elections should have a restorative and unifying impact and must not lead to divisiveness. 

In view of a number of security incidents that occurred during this campaigning period, the Special Representative reminded all political players that justice and the rule of law will be upheld. “Those who break the law and use political campaigning as an opportunity to indulge in criminal activity will continue to be dealt with swiftly by police in Timor-Leste,” Mr. Khare said. 

UNMIT is mandated by the Security Council to support Timor-Leste in all aspects of the 2007 presidential and parliamentary electoral process. 

In another development, the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) has announced the launch of a campaign to promote women’s participation in all spheres of public life in Timor-Leste. 

Called Hau Bele, or “I Can,” the drive aims to achieve popular support for the message of gender equality and women's empowerment throughout Timor-Leste, the agency said. 

UNESCO chief condemns murder of Iraqi cameraman 

12 June - The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) – tasked with defending press freedom worldwide – today condemned the murder of a cameraman in Iraq. 

Speaking out against the killing of Saif Fakhri, UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said “his name is now added to the terrifyingly long list of journalists, media technicians, drivers, guards and others who have fallen in Iraq in the name of freedom of expression.” 

“We must pay homage to them, but we must also do everything we can to support media professionals in their unrelenting battle against those who want neither freedom nor democracy for the Iraqi people,” he added, urging international and Iraqi authorities to do their utmost to protect media professionals and those who work for them. 

Mr. Fakhri, who was gunned down on 1 June while on his way to a mosque near his home in Baghdad, is the fifth employee of the Associated Press Television News (APTN) to be killed in Iraq. 

The day before his murder, the Iraqi press lost another of its members: Khalil Youssef Ahmad, the father of Al-Arabiya journalist Doha Al-Haddad, was abducted and executed on 31 May. According to the non-governmental organization (NGO) Reporters without Borders, Ms. Al-Haddad received a call on her mobile phone ordering her to give up her professional activity. 

Reporters without Borders says that at least 182 journalists and media personnel have been killed in Iraq since the start of the conflict in March 2003. In addition, the fate of 14 media professionals abducted in the country is unknown. 

Brazilian students win top prize in UN film competition 

12 June - Nine Brazilian students have been recognized by the United Nations for a short film they produced on violence in their country and beyond. 

The UN Department of Public Information (DPI) awarded a prize to the film “Looks can be Deceiving” in the FYI - Film Your Issue competition, which encourages young people to add their voice to the public dialogue by producing 30 to 60 second films on social issues. 

The film addresses the issue of peace in areas of conflict around the world – Palestine, Haiti and Iraq – but shows scenes of military and police raids in the streets of the Brazilian metropolis. 

“Our main motivation in producing the movie was to show how serious violence in Rio has become,” said Danilo Marcondes, one of the filmmakers. In creating the film, the students had access to film equipment from the UN Information Centre in the city. 

Runners-up in the category UN/Global Issues were the film “Stains,” about the struggles over territory, and “The Terrorist” about the issue of tolerance from the perspective of a Muslim immigrant in the United States, DPI said in a news release. Both films were produced by US college students. 

DPI's Outreach Division partnered with FYI for this year's competition and extended it beyond the United States to allow students worldwide to focus on issues of importance to them. Through its network of United Nations Information Centres (UNICs) located around the world, DPI encouraged the participation of students especially from developing countries. 
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon all.

**Guest at Noon
At 12:30 p.m. today, Jacob Kellenberger, President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, will brief you following his meeting with the Secretary-General.

**Secretary-General Statement on Gaza Violence
A statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the violence in Gaza:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned at the resurgence of violence in Gaza, which has reportedly left at least 20 people dead.  The intensity of this latest round of fighting and the heightened public rhetoric marks a serious deterioration of the situation, placing the civilian population in Gaza in grave peril, jeopardizing the delivery of humanitarian assistance and threatening the future of the Palestinian Government and Authority.

The Secretary-General calls for the immediate cessation of all intra-Palestinian violence, including attacks against the Palestinian Authority and its institutions.  At this extremely difficult moment for the Palestinian people and their cause, the Secretary-General calls for all parties to give their full support to the efforts of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to restore law and order.”

The Secretary-General this morning spoke to President Abbas to convey his concerns.

** Gaza Update
As violent clashes between Hamas and Fatah loyalists enter their sixth day in the Gaza Strip, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) expressed its alarm at the number of people killed and injured, and has warned that delivery of humanitarian assistance is in serious jeopardy.

Three of UNRWA’s five food distribution centres and seven of UNRWA’s 18 health clinics were forced to close as fighting raged in their immediate vicinity and, in some cases, spilled over into the premises today.  John Ging, Director of UNRWA’s Operation in Gaza, said the Agency cannot deliver humanitarian aid in the crossfire, and said the Agency calls on all Palestinian leaders to use their influence to resolve their disputes through peaceful means.

** Darfur
On Darfur, a short while ago, we put out the conclusions of the high-level African Union (AU)-United Nations technical consultations with the Government of Sudan on the hybrid operation for Darfur:

“In view of the explanations and clarifications provided by the AU and the UN as contained in the presentation, the Government of Sudan accepted the joint proposals on the Hybrid Operation,” according to the conclusions.

The participants underlined the need for the resolutions or decisions authorizing this Operation to be adopted by the UN Security Council and the AU Peace and Security Council.

They also further agreed on the need for an immediate comprehensive ceasefire accompanied by an inclusive political process, and stressed the need for troop and police contributing countries, as well as donors, to facilitate the early and successful implementation of the hybrid operation.

**Secretary-General Statement on Darfur
The Secretary-General welcomes today’s positive conclusions of the high-level African Union-United Nations consultations with the Government of Sudan on the hybrid operation, and looks forward to expeditiously implementing the three-phase approach to peacekeeping in Darfur.

He also stresses the need for an immediate comprehensive ceasefire, accompanied by an inclusive political process, as essential steps toward a lasting solution to the crisis in Darfur.

**Secretary-General Statement on Bangladesh Flooding
We also have a statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the floods in Bangladesh:

“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the reported loss of over 100 lives, injuries of over 100 people, destruction and loss of livelihoods caused by the landslide and flooding that hit Chittagong City, the second-largest city in Bangladesh.  He extends his deepest condolences to the families of those who have been killed or injured in the disaster.

The United Nations stands ready to assist as required.

** Lesotho Drought
Nearly one-fifth of the population of Lesotho is facing severe food shortages, following the most severe drought to strike the southern African country in the last 30 years.

That’s according to a new report by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP).  Several million more people in the region are also at risk, says the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs’ regional office for Southern Africa.  It’s calling for the international community to provide food and other assistance.  We have more information upstairs. 

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations today on the UN Disengagement Observer Force in the Golan Heights.  It received a briefing on that mission by Lisa Buttenheim, Director of the Asia and Middle East Division of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

After that, Council members received an update on the implementation of sanctions in Sudan by the Chairman of the 1591 Sanctions Committee, Ambassador Marcello Spatafora of Italy.

Terje Roed-Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the implementation of resolution 1559 (2004), which concerns Lebanon, yesterday afternoon, briefed the Security Council in its closed consultations.

Following his briefing, the Security Council adopted a presidential statement, in which it urged the Lebanese parties to re-launch their national dialogue, and condemned the ongoing criminal and terrorist attacks in Lebanon, including those perpetrated by Fatah al-Islam.

Council members also looked forward to the conclusions of the Lebanon Independent Border Assessment Team sent by the Secretary-General to examine the situation at the Lebanese-Syrian border.

** Central African Republic
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes has strongly condemned the killing of a Médecins sans Frontières staff member in Northwest Central African Republic yesterday.  The aid worker was killed while on an assessment mission on the border with Cameroon and Chad.  The UN has suspended all movements in the region for the time being.

Mr. Holmes said he was very concerned by the recent deterioration of the security situation in the north-western part of the country.  He called on the parties to the conflict to protect humanitarian workers and provide safe access to people in need.  We have more information upstairs.

Also in the Central African Republic, the UN Refugee Agency, along with other UN agencies, is rushing supplies to some 2,500 newly arrived refugees from South Darfur.  These refugees are in desperate condition in the east of the country and are quickly running out of food.  In response, UN agencies including WFP [World for Food Programme], the Food and Agriculture Organization and UNICEF sent, among others, food, water purification sets and medical supplies, which should reach the refugees within a few days. 

**International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, today, sentenced former Croatian Serb leader Milan Martic to 35 years in prison for crimes committed against Croats and other non-Serbs, including persecution, murder, torture, deportation and attacks on civilians.

Martic, who had presided over the self-proclaimed Republic of Serbia Krajina, was convicted, among other things, of ordering rocket attacks on downtown Zagreb in May 1995.  We have further details from the tribunal available upstairs.

**International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
Turning to Rwanda, the International Criminal Tribunal has –- for the first time in its history -- indicted a witness for giving false testimony.

The testimony was given during the trial of former Rwandan Minister for Higher Education, Jean de Dieu Kamuhanda, who was convicted of genocide and extermination during the country’s 1994 genocide.  The witness who is facing the indictment has not been identified.

**Human Rights Council
From Geneva, the Human Rights Council today heard reports from experts on the situation of human rights in Belarus, Cuba, Cambodia, Somalia and Haiti.  Before that, the Council concluded its dialogue with the rapporteurs on the right to food, the adverse effects of toxic wastes, adequate standards of living and human rights and extreme poverty.  

As previously announced, tomorrow, the Council will hear reports resulting from its special sessions, including on Gaza and Darfur.

**World Day against Child Labour
Today is World Day against Child Labour.  The International Labour Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the International Fund for Agriculture have launched a new partnership with three other international organizations to tackle child labour in agriculture.  It aims –- among others-- at promoting child labour laws in agriculture and youth employment opportunities in agriculture. 

According to the ILO, of the estimated 218 million children working worldwide, 70 per cent can be found in the agricultural sector.

Also on this occasion, the UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy, is calling on the international community to stop the recruitment of child soldiers, saying it is one of the worst forms of child labour.  We have press releases on that upstairs.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Esquipulas II Peace Treaty, there will be a press conference by Oscar Arias, President of Costa Rica, and Vinicio Cerezo Arévalo, former President of Guatemala, tomorrow at 12:30 p.m.

This is all I have for you. Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  The mandate of the prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, Carla del Ponte, is coming to an end in September.  Is the Secretary-General, who is in charge of that, considering, in any case, prolonging that mandate through the end of the Tribunal, namely, 2008 or 2010, or is there somebody else on his mind?

Spokesperson:  Right now, it is being discussed, as we speak.

Question:  No hints about who it might be or from which country?

Spokesperson:  No.  Not yet.

Question:  In Iraq, was the United Nations ever able to determine…remember there was a report in April where it was said that the United Nations had not been able to get figure as to how many Iraqis had been killed either by multinational forcesor otherwise.  Were you able to get those figures?

Spokesperson:  Well, those figures, as you know, have been traditionally obtained the last two years through the ministries, and we could not have access to those numbers the last time we had a report.

Question:  And now that there is a move to get the United Nations more involved in Iraq than it was earlier.  How does the Secretary-General see the United Nations getting more involved in Iraq?  Meaning, thereby, what are the conditions that he sees are required for the UN to get involved, and what are the things he’d like to see in order to get a United Nations force in there? 

Spokesperson:  Well, actually, you know, the UN is involved in several ways, as you know.  We have the Global Compact, which the Secretary-General chaired last month in Sharm-el-Sheikh.  The Secretary-General, yesterday, during his press stakeout, did mention other ways -- the electoral process, the constitutional process –- other ways in which the UN is already helping the Iraqi process. 

You’re talking about troops.  I don’t think we’re talking about troops at this point.  As you know, there is a security concern for UN personnel in Iraq that is not really solved yet.     

Question:  On the Sudanese agreement, are there any conditions that still need to be discussed, including the Sudanese President’s remarks yesterday to the French Foreign Minister that Sudan will only accept African troops for the hybrid force?

Spokesperson:  Well, this has always been the effort that the UN has been trying for, in that hybrid force, to have the maximum of African troops.  If we can get enough African troops it will be essentially African troops.  It’s just a question of availability of troops, which is really the issue.

Question:  The tension between Turkey and Northern Iraq had been on the increase and could lead to a situation which would endanger international peace and security.  Is the Secretary-General, in the framework of article 99, contemplating taking any measures to defuse the situation in this region?

Spokesperson:  At this point, except for calling for restraint on all sides, the Secretary-General is not taking any further initiative.  If the situation were to worsen, the Secretary-General will probably consider other measures.  As you know, in case there is a threat to international peace and security, it will be of course, the Security Council that will be involved. 

Question:  The Iraqi Foreign Minister is meeting with the Secretary-General now, is there any chance that we can get a readout after the meeting?

Spokesperson:  Yes.  I’ll try to get one for you.

[The spokesperson later added that the Secretary-General and the Iraqi Foreign Minister discussed the need for a national dialogue in Iraq.  They also discussed, among other topics, the ways in which the UN role in Iraq could be expanded, including UN work in political facilitation, electoral support, constitutional law and humanitarian and reconstruction activity.]

Question:  There was a meeting yesterday between the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) yesterday, I guess about the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.  How did that come and where does that process stand?

Spokesperson:  Well, from what I gather, most of the discussion was about the 2008-2009 budgets.  It was a larger discussion.  So, right now, it’s in the hands of the Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary).

Question:  About Somalia, is it possible to get a presentation, or, you know…just the numbers on the UN system’s support to the Transitional Federal Government POLICE FORCE, or any kind of military…the forces that have been in operation militarily, let’s say? 

Spokesperson:  Well, as you know, Mr. Pascoe [Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs] is coming back today from the region and is to brief the Council on the 14th.  We are hoping that Mr. Pascoe will be able to brief the press on his trip to Somalia and he can give you that additional information.   

Question:  Is it the UN’s and the Peacekeeping Department’s understanding that the acceptance of the hybrid proposal is unconditional, or are there still details that need to be worked out?  Are there some conditions about which there is disagreement? 

Spokesperson:  Okay.  We just had that question before you came, Edie.  One of the conditions evoked in the question earlier was about African troops.  And we have consistently said that we will be trying to get as many African troops as we could possibly get.  The problem is availability of troops.  So, that’s one of the questions evoked during the discussion.  There are other issues, which are not resolved, which are issues to do with practical steps in terms of land, water, deployment.  There are a number of issues that still need to be worked out.  But you have the text of the communiqué upstairs.

Question:  Well, I read the communiqué and I did hear the earlier question.  But the communiqué is quite vague on whether everything has been resolved or whether there need to be further talks, further meetings, further discussions, or are we going ahead right now with implementation?

Spokesperson:  Well, I will try to see with the people who were involved in the talks over there with DPKO.  I’ll try to get some precise information on what is left to be discussed.

[The spokesperson later added that her office is awaiting a full report from Addis Ababa, and the Security Council is expected to hear a briefing on the outcome of the talks tomorrow.  For the moment, she can only refer to the language in the communiqué, which says that the Government of Sudan accepted the joint proposals on the hybrid operation.]

Correspondent:  Thank you.

Spokesperson:  You’re welcome.

Question:  I realize I may be asking an unanswerable question, but has President Bashir specified at all just why he wants exclusively African troops?  While I’m sure the Secretary-General doesn’t particularly object to this, if you allow, it seems to me, one Head of State to dictate whom the UN DPKO shall have in one of its forces…my God, where does it end? 

Spokesperson:  Well, I don’t see the question there.  I can’t speak for Mr. Bashir.  I can speak only for the Secretary-General in this respect.  So I cannot answer your question.  You’re right, it is an “unanswerable question”.

Question:  I just thought you might have heard from the Secretary-General or through other sources some specific justification coming from Mr. Bashir in this case.

Spokesperson:  Mr. Bashir has said publicly over and over again why he [prefers] African forces.  I don’t have to say it for him, he has said it publicly. 

Question:  Just a follow-up on that legitimate question: Is this the first time that the composition of a force has been dictated?

Spokesperson:  Well, right now we’re talking about African forces.   Africa is a large continent.  We’re not talking about specific countries.  He’s not asking for troops coming from one specific country.

Question:  Yes, that’s true.  But at the same time, if you are excluding other potential troop contributors, and as you’ve said, in Africa those peacekeepers are stretched pretty thin, is this not setting a precedent that could be difficult later on?  

Spokesperson:  Well. It’s a legitimate question, yes.  We can find out whether, for both you and George, whether this is a precedent and what it implies.

[The Spokesperson later added that it was the Secretary-General’s prerogative, but it would be difficult to deploy national contingents –- if they are not accepted to the host country.]

Correspondent:  You said…let’s parse what happened here.  People asked you if there was a condition of him saying ‘AU only’, and you said: “anyway, nobody else has given us troops, so we’ll take AU troops”…

Spokesperson:  No.  I didn’t say that.

Correspondent:  Well, you said that there aren’t too many troop contributors…

Spokesperson:  I didn’t say that.  I said we will try -- and from the start, this is what DPKO has said -- we will try to get the maximum African forces we can have.

Question:  Okay.  And the question is: Do you accept the condition that other troop contributors will not be considered?

Spokesperson:  Well, I didn’t say…

Question:  Does the UN accept the condition?

Spokesperson:  I didn’t say that and…

Question:  The UN has accepted the conditions?

Spokesperson:  No.

Question:  When you say “land, water and deployment” as conditions of the agreement, could you be a little more specific?  

Spokesperson:  Well, you have had extensive briefings by DPKO on what it meant…I mean what deploying that hybrid force would mean.  If you want, I can get you in touch with people in DPKO on the specifics of what is needed to deploy 23,000 troops on the ground. 

Question:  Not to belabour the point, but I will: Could you check with DPKO whether that was a condition from Sudan –- African troops only -- because that will be a deal-breaker in the Security Council.

Spokesperson:  Sure. We can check on that.

Thank you very much.  We are going to have our guest from the Red Cross coming to talk to you right now.

* *** *
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