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JOHANNESBURG, 28 June 2007 (IRIN) - Climate change may be one of the causes of the Darfur crisis, but to consider it the single root cause would obscure other important factors and could hamper the search for solutions, climate and conflict analysts say. 

A number of commentators, journalists and analysts have recently focused on competition for natural resources, increasingly scarce due to global warming, as the trigger of the conflict in western Sudan. 

"It [global warming] has become such a trendy issue that everything is being packaged as climate change," said Sorcha O'Callaghan, a researcher at the UK-based Overseas Development Institute (ODI). 

"Competition for resources has definitely been one of the main issues in the conflict, but undue emphasis on it, at the expense of other causes, is an attempt to simplify the crisis. The complexity of the different factors driving Darfur's conflict need to be borne in mind in efforts towards its resolution and, therefore, over-simplification should be avoided", she added. 

Blaming climate change 

Among the earliest commentators to put a global warming spin on the Darfur crisis was economist Jeffrey Sachs. "Recent years have shown that shifts in rainfall can bring down governments and even set off wars. The African Sahel, just south of the Sahara, provides a dramatic and poignant demonstration," he wrote in an article on the Scientific American website in July last year. 

"The deadly carnage in Darfur, Sudan, for example, which is almost always discussed in political and military terms, has roots in an ecological crisis directly arising from climate shocks," Sachs wrote. 

A report on how climate change posed a threat to global security was produced earlier this year for the think-tank, CNA Corporation, by a group of former US military officials. 

"Darfur provides a case study of how existing marginal situations can be exacerbated beyond the tipping point by climate-related factors. It also shows how lack of essential resources threatens not only individuals and their communities but also the region and the international community at large," the report commented. 

In an opinion piece for The Washington Post earlier this month, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon wrote, "Amid the diverse social and political causes, the Darfur conflict began as an ecological crisis, arising at least in part from climate change." 

Sudan - conflict since independence 

In its 50 years of independence, Africa's largest country has been plagued by conflicts rooted, many historians say, in the economic, political, social and military domination of the country by a narrow elite within northern Sudan. 

Civil war has touched the ten southern states, also the west (all three Darfur states), the centre (Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan states), the east (Kassala State) and the northeast (Red Sea State). 

"Fighting in Darfur has occurred intermittently for at least thirty years. Until 2003, it was mostly confined to a series of partly connected tribal and local conflicts ... [then] these hostilities escalated into a full-scale military confrontation in all three Darfur states, which also frequently spills into neighbouring Chad and the Central African Republic," according to a new report, Sudan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment, by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

A range of causes 

Understanding all the causes of the Darfur crisis may need a more nuanced approach. Julie Flint, who with Alex de Waal, wrote the book Darfur: The Short History of a Long War, told IRIN, "There is some truth in this [the link between conflict and the demand for natural resources]. The great drought and famine of 1984-85 led to localised conflicts that generally pitted pastoralists against farmers in a struggle for diminishing resources, culminating in the Fur-Arab war of 1987-89." 

But attempts to paint the Darfur conflict as simply resource-based "whitewashes the Sudan government", claimed Flint. The "full-fledged tragedy" starting in 2003, was caused by the government's response to the rebellion, "for which two people have already been indicted for war crimes by the ICC [International Criminal Court] - not by resource conflict". 

The ODI's O'Callaghan listed a range of causes for the conflict, none of which a sole or primary cause: "Historical grievances, local perceptions of race, demands for a fair sharing of power between different groups, the inequitable distribution of economic resources and benefits, disputes over access to and control over increasingly scarce natural resources (land, livestock and water), the proliferation of arms and the militarisation of young people, the absence of a democratic process and other governance issues ... Local issues have been politicised and militarised, and drawn into the wider political dynamics of Sudan," she commented. 

Geoffrey Dabelko, director of the Environmental Change and Security Programme at the Washington-based Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, noted that "competition between pastoralists and agriculturalists is key to so many conflicts in East Africa, including the crisis in Darfur. Violence between tribes and ethnic groups are the most visible dividing lines, but the stories of these conflicts cannot be told without including underlying environmental and demographic stresses." 

The climate change factor 

Sudan, along with other countries in the Sahel belt, has suffered several long and devastating droughts in the past few decades, the UNEP assessment pointed out. The most severe drought occurred in 1980-1984, and was accompanied by widespread displacement and localised famine. 

The UNEP report also listed the erosion of natural resources caused by climate change as among the root causes of social strife and conflict. 

"The scale of historical climate change, as recorded in Northern Darfur, is almost unprecedented: the reduction in rainfall has turned millions of hectares of already marginal semi-desert grazing land into desert. The impact of climate change is considered to be directly related to the conflict in the region, as desertification has added significantly to the stress on the livelihoods of pastoralist societies, forcing them to move south to find pasture," the report states. 

Muawia Shaddad, of the Sudan Environment Conservation Society, told IRIN from Khartoum that data collected since 1917 in El Fasher, capital of North Darfur, showed that the average annual rainfall had halved. "But when we say that the conflicts started because of resources we are not denying the government did not make massive errors, and ethnicity had no role to play: all these things found a fertile soil in a situation which was already tense because of the demand for resources." 

The UNEP report, too, acknowledges that many elements contributing to the conflict in Sudan have little or no link to the environment or natural resources. These include political, religious, ethnic, tribal and clan divisions, economic influences, land tenure deficiencies and historical feuds. "In addition, where environment and natural resource management issues are important, they are generally contributing factors only - not the sole cause for tension." 

The simplification trap 

Dabelko, of the Woodrow Wilson Center, commented: "The challenge is to avoid over-simplistic or deterministic formulations that equate climate change inexorably with genocide or terrorism, as some less careful commentators have done." 

O'Callaghan also challenged commentators who "simplistically portrayed the Darfur conflict as an ethnic struggle between Arabs and Africans". "With political and military allegiances shifting between different groups, there is now greater acceptance that this does not adequately reflect the roots of the conflict," she said. 

UNEP has identified categories of natural resources that have been linked to the various conflicts in Sudan: oil and gas reserves; Nile water; hardwood timber; rangeland and rain-fed agricultural land, and the associated water points. 

The UN agency also considers the pastoralists versus agriculturalists theory simplistic. "The rural ethnic and livelihood structures of Sudan are so complex and area-specific that any summary of the issue of resource competition on a national scale is, by definition, a gross simplification. For instance, traditional pastoralist and agricultural societies in Sudan are not always clearly separated: in many areas, societies (families, clans and even whole tribes) practice a mixture of crop-growing and animal-rearing." 

The report divides the groups into predominantly sedentary crop-rearing societies/tribes; nomadic livestock-rearing societies/tribes; and owners of, and workers in, mechanised agricultural schemes. The three groups depend all on rainfall for their livelihood. 

Most of the recorded local conflicts take place within and between the first two groups, according to UNEP. The third group - the mechanised farming group - is generally not directly involved in conflict, but has played a very strong role in precipitating it in some states, by uncontrolled land grabs from the other two groups. 

"[In the] Nuba Mountains and in Blue Nile State, combatants reported that the expansion of mechanised agricultural schemes onto their land had precipitated the fighting, which had then escalated, and coalesced with the major north-south political conflict." 

Throughout Sudan's recorded history, pastoralists resisting the shrinkage and degradation of rangelands have been at the centre of local conflicts: competing with other groups for choice grazing land; moving and grazing livestock on cropland without consent; reducing competition by forcing other pastoralists and agriculturalists off previously shared land, said the UN agency's report. 

In the Um Chelluta region of Southern Darfur, rain-fed agricultural land increased by 138 percent between 1973 and 2000, while rangeland decreased by 56 percent and closed woodland shrank by 32 percent. UNEP warned that the historical, ongoing, and forecast shrinkage and degradation of remaining rangelands in the northern part of the Sahel belt was set to exacerbate the situation. 

A vicious cycle 

Conflict, in its turn, is taking its toll on the environment. UNEP pointed out that the fighting in Darfur was often characterised by a 'scorched earth' campaign, carried out by militias over large areas, which not only resulted in a significant number of civilian deaths, but the widespread destruction of villages and forests, and the displacement of victims fleeing to camps for protection, food and water. 

So environmental degradation is one of the driving forces of displacement and, according to UNEP, the environment is being further undermined by the sheer number of displaced people and refugees. 

The environmental impact of a refugee or displacement camp is often high: UNEP researchers in Darfur found that extensive deforestation could be found as far as 10km from a camp; in some the situation was being aggravated by brick-making. 

"One large tree is needed to provide the fire to make around 3,000 bricks. In addition, the clay needed for brick-making can damage trees by exposing roots, and also create pits in which water collects and mosquitoes can thrive," the UN agency warned. "It is possible that some camps in Darfur will run out of viable fuel wood supplies within walking distance, resulting in major fuel shortages." 

The UNEP report made recommendations to control and address the situation, including investment in environmental management, climate adaptation measures; capacity building of national and local government in environmental affairs, and the integration of environmental factors in all UN relief and development projects. 

"The total cost of this report's recommendations is estimated at approximately US$120 million over three to five years. These are not large figures when compared to the Sudanese GDP in 2005 of $85.5 billion."

________________________________________________________________________

Reality times: Living In A Hot Spot
by Broderick Perkins



If it was only the one, past dry winter that transformed California into a tinderbox, homeowners could pray for rain. 

In reality, for those who live in fire-prone areas, building fire-resistant homes may be a more pragmatic, long-term approach. 

Weather and climate forecasters call for more of the same hot, dry weather, perhaps for years to come. Conditions that recently prompted Santa Clara County, CA, water officials to ask customers to voluntarily cut water use by 10 percent are also contributing to higher, prolonged fire dangers. 

The National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC), University of Nebraska at Lincoln, says persistent drought conditions are currently spreading in California. 

Dry conditions get much of the blame for this summer's Lake Tahoe fire that destroyed at least 200 homes. Recent, smaller brush fires in Oakland and Palo Alto were also fueled by drought conditions. 

Rather than rare or random, drought is a normal, but temporary aberration, unlike aridity -- a permanent condition of some climatic regions, such as deserts. Drought comes and it goes as a result of a precipitation deficiency or sufficiency over an extended period of time, typically a season or more, according to the NDMC. 

But climate change due to global warming could mean longer, hotter droughts. 

"Although we don't know how climate change will affect regional water resources, it is clear that water resources are already stressed, independent of climate change, and any additional stress from climate change or increased variability will only intensify the competition for water resources," reports NDMC in "Drought And Climate Change". 

But those always-arid regions are spreading too. 

The United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) "Global Deserts Outlook" says even as global warming is beginning to cause higher sea levels to nip at the coastlines, higher temperatures also generate "desertification," pushing the desert frontier out, closer to populations centers typically situated on the desert fringes. 

UNEP reports that the overall desert temperature increase of between 1 to 3 degrees Fahrenheit over the period 1976-2000 has been much higher than the average global rise of 1 degree during the same period. 

While even a steel-reinforced bunker isn't fire proof, building and fire officials say you can build into your home a greater level of fire resistance to protect it from a fiery fate -- if only long enough to escape or for firefighters to arrive. 

The key is combining fire safe landscaping with fire resistant materials. 

Fire prevention and protection experts say if you live in a high fire risk area you should have a defensible perimeter around your property of at least 30 feet. Keep the area clear of dead vegetation, space trees, prune over hanging branches, maintain soil moisture and keep lawns irrigated. Trees and brush should be well trimmed out to a 100-foot perimeter. Same jurisdictions mandate the fire safety steps. 

When it comes to building materials, use only those manufactured to American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards and assembled following International Conference of Building Officials' (ICBO) building codes or the local variation. 

The Fire Safe Council says building a new home is the best time to build in the most fire safety, but retrofitting for fire safety is just as smart. 

  Roofing. Your home's strongest line of defense is a Class A roof. Most fire resistant Class A roofs are made of aluminum, steel, concrete, clay or slate. Such a roof is especially protective in a foliage-borne fire that rains hot embers. 

Uncomplicated roof design using a simple hip or straight gable roof provides greater protection than roofs with intersecting planes and valleys. The latter forms dead air pockets and eddy currents that help fan the flames of a fire. 

  Ceiling, Walls, Floors. Building codes typically require fire-resistant gypsum wall board in certain locations in a home, including between a garage and the main house. Consider using it elsewhere, in walls, floors and ceilings to help create a fire barrier. 

  Exteriors. Stucco, stone, masonry and other exterior materials are better than wood at preventing fire from intruding into the walls. Metal siding also provides greater fire protection, but you must take measures to reduce a wicking effect that can allow condensation to develop and deteriorate material behind the siding. 

  Windows. During many California wild fires, the exterior pane of some energy-efficient dual-glazed windows cracked, but the interior pane held. Consider upgrading old windows with newer dual- or triple-glazed windows. 

Tempered glass is even more resistant to high heat. It's the glass used in patio doors and in front of fireplaces, for good reason. 

Low emissive (Low-E) coating builds in even more fire resistance because it reflects infrared and ultra violet light -- heat rays. In a wild land fire it helps stop the radiant energy transfer to combustible materials that are behind the glass such as drapes or wood furniture and walls. Tempered glass with Low-E coating will stay intact longer and transfer less radiant energy to combustibles behind it. 

Glass block is another option, provided you don't mind losing your view. Use it where only day lighting is needed, view is not a factor, and the window faces a very high fire hazard. 

  Don't overlook shutters -- metal ones. Real shutters that swing into play, not decorative shutters can add extra protection to a window in a fire as well as wind storm. If they are metal they will not ignite. You will, however, have to swing them shut in a timely manner, should a fire approach. 

  Doors. Like roofing materials, doors are also fire-rated. Solid wood doors are stronger than hollow ones. Metal doors are best. In any case, a good fire resistant door requires adequate weather stripping so that the seal prevents hot gasses or burning embers from entering the building. 

  Design. Flames can snake beneath decks, eaves and into crawl spaces. Common in many panoramic regions, decks ironically offer a view of what heightens the fire hazard -- ranges of towering, and potentially explosive evergreens. 

First, most decks are highly combustible structures. They trap heat and hot gasses. To take in the unobstructed view, they often face downhill, looking out on a fire's approach. They effectively and openly invite the fire into the home. Decks also are built perfectly to burn, much in the same way you would stack wood in a fireplace. 

Adding fuel to the fire, the components of a deck, joists, decking and railings, are made of only two-inch-thick wood giving the structure the high surface-to-volume ratio fires quickly devour. 

Build decks with only the most fire-resistant materials and create barriers by closing in the deck, screen vents, eaves and crawl spaces to ward off burning embers. 

You can isolate the deck from the fuels and fire by building a noncombustible patio and wall below it. The patio prevents combustible materials from getting below the deck. The wall helps shield the deck from both the radiant and convective energy of the fire. 

  Additional considerations. Fire and building officials say consider installing residential sprinkler systems if you are improving or building homes in fire prone areas. Sprinklers reduce the risk of fire deaths by 75 percent when combined with a smoke detector. 

Check with your insurance company, but some of the steps you take to protect you home from fire can give you a discount on your homeowners policy. 

________________________________________________________________________

PIA: Iloilo watershed board implements rainwater harvesting technology

by ES Subong 

Iloilo City (28 June) -- The Tigum-Aganan Watershed Management Board (TAWMB) has accepted in a resolution during its June 26 meeting that it will implement the Rainwater Harvesting Technology in partnership with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

The technology will be piloted under the management of an Advisory Committee, for a period of six months to come up with several requirements involving the creation of a demonstration area and construction of water harvesting facility. 

The initial activities are ultimately expected to bear impact on water quality and quantity and livelihood of people in the watershed area, considering the inadequacy of water supply which the watershed board considers its priority concern now. 

TAWMB interim chairperson Jessica Salas of Kahublagan sang Panimalay Foundation (KSPFI) said the project will begin with a GIS Mapping which is actually done all over the country with the help of consultants. 

The GIS Mapping activity will narrow down to the chosen demonstration area, which is identified as a micro watershed, of about 40 hectares, where rainwater harvesting facilities will be designed. 

Salas said the suitability of the designs will be based on the results of the GIS mapping, which can be in the form of infiltration ponds, water retention ponds, rooftop technology and many more. 

As the project gathers momentum with GIS mapping-based technologies adopted, an up scaling of the project will be done through advocacies with other watersheds, generating grants or loans for actual implementation of the technologies. 

The TAWMB has accepted the pilot project since the Tigum-Aganan is also piloting the implementation of Water Quality Management. 

Earlier, the Iloilo Watershed Management Council (IWMC), chaired by Governor Niel Tupas, Sr., through provincial administrator Manuel Mejorada, approved the TAWMB's role in the UNEP project

===================================================================

Other environment in the News

___________________________________________________________________________

 BBC: Brown shakes up education arena 

Gordon Brown has placed his former adviser Ed Balls in charge of a newly reformed department focusing on children, families and schools. 

There will be another new department responsible for innovations, science, universities and skills, led by former Home Office minister John Denham. 

The children's department will have a "co-ordinating role" on children's health, welfare and child poverty. 

It will be called the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF). 

The old Department for Education and Skills has traditionally looked after children right through to university. Its Surestart programme offers support for families, including childcare and parenting classes. 

In a ministerial statement setting out the structural changes to government departments, Gordon Brown said the new department would for the first time bring together "key aspects of policy affecting children and young people". 

"The new department will play a strong role both in taking forward policy relating to children and young people, and coordinating and leading work across government on youth and family policy." 

It "will assume responsibility for promoting the well-being, safety, protection and care of all young people - including through policy responsibility for children's social services", the statement said. 

The department will take over the Respect agenda from the Home Office and "lead a new emphasis across government on the prevention of youth offending". 

The man in charge of this new department, Ed Balls, was appointed Economic Secretary to the Treasury in May last year. 

He joined the Commons in 2005, representing Normanton in West Yorkshire and is married to fellow minister Yvette Cooper MP. 

He was born in 1967 and educated at the independent Nottingham High School, which is selective. He went on to Keble College, Oxford to study Politics, Philosophy and Economics and then to the John F Kennedy School of Government, Harvard. 

John Denham left Tony Blair's government in protest over Iraq. He was born in 1953 and educated at Woodroffe Comprehensive School, Lyme Regis and Southampton University. He has three children. 

His department will be called the Department of Innovations, Universities and Skills (DIUS). It has taken over the science and innovation sections of the DTI. 

In his ministerial statement to the Commons, Gordon Brown said: "The new department will be responsible for driving forward delivery of the government's long-term vision to make Britain one of the best places in the world for science, research and innovation, and to deliver the ambition of a world-class skills base". 

'Exciting move' 

Reaction to the shake up has been largely favourable. The higher education body - Universities UK - supports the changes, which bring universities together with innovation and skills. 

Its President, Drummond Bone, said: "This is an exciting and forward-looking move, which we welcome. Universities are key to the generation and exploitation of new knowledge in the UK, so there is a clear rationale for moving science and innovation to the new department. 

"We look forward to working with the new Prime Minister and new Secretary of State John Denham to deliver not only the ideas - but also the skills - the UK needs." 

Head teachers and college leaders however, are concerned that colleges will be covered by both new departments. 

Ed Balls will oversee the role of colleges in teaching the government's new diplomas for 14 to 19-year-olds. 

But responsibility for the rest of the work of further education colleges will fall to John Denham. 

John Dunford, general secretary of the Association of School and College Leaders, said: "It is wrong to split the department because colleges will be serving two departments. 

"Having said that, it means that education has two places at Cabinet level - which can only be good." 

The teachers' union the NASUWT said the changes raised many questions - particularly over the relationship between schools and skills - and that joined up thinking was essential. 

General secretary Chris Keates said: "Having had four secretaries of state in almost as many years, yet another change comes as no real surprise. We now have two. Clearly they are multiplying to cope with the enormity of the education agenda". 

Gordon Brown's statement announced that funding for 16-19 education - which includes a range of academic and vocational training - would in future go to schools and colleges via the local authority education budget. 

John Brennan, the chief executive of the Association of Colleges, said: "We welcome the Prime Minister's bold decision to give special focus to skills with the establishment of this new department. 

"It is of critical importance for young people, parents and employers that there should be coherence between pre and post-16 learning and skills and we look forward to working with the government to see how this can be delivered within the new structure." 

President of the National Union of Students, Gemma Tumelty, said: "Over the coming months and years, John Denham will face many challenges - not least as we approach the review on the current higher education funding arrangements. 

"As a former student union president himself, we hope that he will remember the importance of student representation and consultation at every stage of this review." 

 _____________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian :Burgeoning cities face catastrophe, says UN



John Vidal, environment editor
Thursday June 28, 2007

Humanity will make the historic transition from a rural to an urban species some time in the next year, according to the latest UN population figures. The shift will be led by Africa and Asia, which are expected to add 1.6 billion people to their cities over the next 25 years.

The speed and scale of inevitable global urbanisation is so great most countries will not be remotely prepared for the impact it will have, Thoraya Obaid, executive director of the UN Population Fund, says. "In human history we have never seen urban growth like this. It is unprecedented."

Ms Obaid added: "In 2008, half of the world's population will be in urban areas. The shift from rural to urban changes a balance that has lasted for millennia. Within one generation, five billion people, or 60% of humanity, will live in cities. The urban population of Africa and Asia is set to double in this time." She said that each week the numbers living in cities grew by nearly a million.

"Most cities [in developing countries] already have pressing concerns, including crime, lack of clean water and sanitation, and sprawling slums. But these problems pale in comparison with those that could be raised by future growth. If we do not plan ahead it will be a catastrophe. The changes are too fast to allow planners simply to react. If governments wait, it will be too late to [gain] advantages for the coming growth."

According to the State of the World Population Report, which Ms Obaid launched yesterday in London, large-scale population growth will take place in the cities of Asia, Africa and Latin America. It suggests the largest transition to cities will occur in Asia, where the number of urbanites will almost double to 2.6 billion in 2030. Africa is expected to add 440 million to its cities in the same period, and Latin America and the Caribbean nearly 200 million. Rural populations are expected to decrease worldwide by 28 million people.

But urbanisation can be positive. "No country in the industrial age has ever achieved significant economic growth without urbanisation, said Ms Obaid. "Cities concentrate poverty but they present poor people's best hope of escaping it ... The potential benefits of urbanisation, which include easier access to health centres and education, far outweigh the disadvantages."

The report warns, however, that if unaddressed the growth of urbanisation will mean growth in slums and poverty, as well as a rise in attempted migration away from poor regions. "Today one billion people live in slums, 90% of whom are in developing countries. The battle to cut extreme poverty ... will be waged in the slums. To win it, politicians need to be proactive and start working with the urban poor. The only way to defeat urban poverty is head on," said Ms Obaid.

Climate is expected to increasingly shape and be shaped by cities. In a vicious circle, climate change will increase energy demand for air conditioning in cities, which will add to greenhouse gas emissions. It could also make some cities unlivable, adding to the "heat island" effect, which can lift temperatures in urban areas by 2-6C. "Heat, pollution, smog and ground-level ozone [from cities] affect surrounding areas, reducing agricultural yields, increasing health risks and spawning tornadoes and thunderstorms. The impacts of climate change on urban water supplies are expected to be dramatic," the report says. Cities like New Delhi, in the drier areas, will be particularly hard hit.

What is taking place today, says the UN, is a second great wave of global urbanisation. The first, in Europe, from 1750-1950, boosted the numbers living in cities to about 420 million, but the second is expected to increase urbanisation levels close to those found in Europe (72%) and the US (81%) today.

However, developing countries are at a great disadvantage when they start to urbanise. "Mortality has fallen rapidly in the last 50 years, achieving in one or two decades what developed countries accomplished in two centuries. The speed and scale of urbanisation today is far greater than in the past. In the first wave of urbanisation, overseas migrations [to the US or Australia] relieved the pressures on European cities. Many migrants settled in new agricultural lands. Restrictions on international migration today makes this almost impossible. They will also have to build faster than any rich country has ever done. It will require houses, power, water, sanitation and roads."

The report also spells the end for growth of existing mega-cities. "Only Dhaka in Bangladesh, and Lagos in Nigeria, of the world's 20 mega-cities, are expected to grow more than 3% a year in the next decade ... most growth will be in smaller cities, of under 500,000 people. The good news is these cities are more flexible [in expansion]; the bad is they are under-served in housing, water, and waste disposal."

Ms Obaid said: "It concerns everyone, not just developing countries. If we plan ahead we will create conditions for a stable world. If we do not, and do not find education, jobs, and houses for people in cities, then these populations will become destructive, to themselves and others."

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: World Bank to Focus on Climate in Latin America 
UK: June 29, 2007

LONDON - Helping countries both prepare for climate change and fight it will be a key focus for the World Bank's work in Latin America over the next 12 months, its regional head Pamela Cox told Reuters. 

From water shortages and the spread of malaria in the Andes to tourism risks in the Caribbean, global warming will hit the region's economic growth, she said. 
Countries must do more to cut their emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane, and the potential threats should galvanise more action, said Cox. 

"We have to convince these countries that it's in their interest," Cox said in an interview on Wednesday. 

The Bank has so far channelled some US$200 million to curb greenhouse gas emissions from the region, for example to cut methane emissions from rubbish dumps. 

"We want to get them round the table. If we can sweeten the deal (they'll) commit to working on this issue." 

Simply by covering rubbish dumps, project developers can capture emissions of methane gas, a powerful contributor to global warming, and acquire carbon credits to sell to western companies that want to be seen acting on climate change. 

Some projects have used these extra revenues to employ people who previously picked through rubbish as a way of life. 

The next step would be to scale up such carbon finance to cover entire national economic sectors, like steel and power, and to advise Brazil and Mexico on how to convert their economies to a low-carbon energy path, said Cox. 

Burning forests is another big source of carbon emissions, and the Bank wants to advise Brazil on how to use the Amazon rainforest sustainably, for example by clarifying land ownership rights among indigenous peoples. 

"The Amazon can be a touchy subject for Brazil. We're not saying protect the whole Amazon," Cox said. 

"We're not talking about a vast zoological park. We're working on a number of issues, 25 million people live there, how do they get jobs, issues of infrastructure and building roads." 

Cox was in London to give British government officials the results of the Bank's last "flagship report" from the region, on the issue of unregistered workers missing out on state benefits. Climate change will be the topic this year. 

She said the impact of global warming was also appearing. 

"We estimate Ecuador will have to spend US$100 million over the next 20 years developing new water supplies," she said, referring to Quito's dependence on retreating glaciers. 

In Colombia, malaria has appeared for the first time 2,000 metres above sea level, implying greater health costs, she said. 

In the Caribbean, the Bank has just raised a fund to protect insurers in case of crippling hurricane claims. Other threats included dying coral reefs, a mainstay of tourism in Belize. 


Story by Gerard Wynn

________________________________________________________________________

ENS: New British Environment Secretary Faces Climate, Nuclear Waste Issues 
LONDON, UK, June 28, 2007 (ENS) - The United Kingdom has a new environment secretary in the newly formed government of Prime Minister Gordon Brown. The new Prime Minister took office on Wednesday as former Prime Minister Tony Blair resigned the post he has held for the past 10 years. Issues of climate change and radioactive waste disposal are front and center in the UK today.

Prime Minister Brown has held his first Cabinet meeting this afternoon, following appointments made earlier today.

He appointed Member of Parliament Hilary Benn to be secretary of state for environment, food and rural affairs, replacing MP David Miliband, who now joins the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as foreign secretary. 

Benn has been secretary of state for international development since 2003. In Parliament, he has represented the West Yorkshire constituency of Leeds Central since 1999. 

Benn is a fourth generation MP as the second son of former Labour Cabinet Minister Tony Benn and educator Caroline Benn. 

Between May 2002 and May 2003, Hilary Benn was the Home Office minister for prisons and probation. He was previously the Parliamentary under secretary of state at the Department for International Development. 

He has also been minister of state for international development and Tony Blair's G8 Africa personal representative. 

Benn will head The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, DEFRA, which is now dealing with issues of climate change and disposal of Britain's nuclear waste.

Friends of the Earth Director Tony Juniper said, "We welcome Hilary Benn to his new role - his challenge is to make sure we get a strong Climate Change Bill which includes a commitment to reduce the UK's carbon emissions by at least three percent per year. David Miliband has created considerable momentum in this direction and now it is up to Hilary Benn to finish the job. In this he has a chance to make history."

"We congratulate David Miliband on the progress he made on climate change during his brief time at the environment deparment, especially his achievements in bringing forward the Climate Change Bill," Juniper said. "In his new role as Foreign Secretary he must keep climate change on the international agenda." 

The United Nations climate conference set for Indonesia in November is expected to be the forum that maps out a global agreement to limit greenhouse gas emissions when the current Kyoto Protocol, to which Britain is a Party, expires in 2012. 

Juniper said his group would like to see the present and past environment secretaries form "a strong partnership to ensure that Britain continues to play a pivotal role in the up-coming international climate change negotiations." 

Robin Oakley of Greenpeace said, "Mr. Benn's job is now one of the most important in government. We'll judge him not on his reputation but on what he does in the coming months and years to fight climate change, the greatest issue of our times. He and Gordon Brown have a big test coming up, when they'll be asked to decide on whether Britain builds new coal-fired power stations. On that issue alone we'll soon know if he’s the real deal." 

At home, the Carbon Reduction Commitment, announced in the Energy White Paper in May, is a mandatory cap and trade scheme that will cap emissions from up to 5,000 large business and public sector organizations, which are collectively responsible for around 14 million metric tons of carbon each year. 

The government is consulting with the public on the detailed implementation of this policy, which will cover large retailers, supermarkets, hotel chains, universities and central government departments. 

Public comments are welcome on issues such as the type of auction; definition of an organization; rules to exempt small sources of emissions; the approach to monitoring, reporting and auditing results; and penalties for failure to comply. 

Organizations are expected to save money through lower energy bills as a result of improved energy efficiency. 

This policy combined with the implementation of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive will deliver emissions reductions of 1.2 million metric tons of carbon a year by 2020, DEFRA says. 

The government intends to bring the Carbon Reduction Commitment into force in 2010, beginning with a three year introductory phase, during which allowances will be sold at a fixed price. 

More details on the Carbon Reduction Commitment consultation, which will run until October 9, can be found at: www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/carbon-reduc/ 

DEFRA is also involved in administering the long-term disposal of highly radioactive waste, and proposals for the way in which a disposal site will be chosen were published for public consultation earlier this week. 

The consultation is seeking views on the technical aspects of designing and delivering a disposal facility for higher-activity radioactive waste, and on the process and criteria to be used in deciding where the future facility should be located. 

Based on the recommendation of the Committee on Radioactive Waste Management, the government announced last October that geological disposal, coupled with safe and secure interim storage, is the way forward for the long-term management of the UK’s highly radioactive wastes. 

The government will rely on communities that volunteer to host the high-technology, multi-billion pound facility that is expected to bring investment and jobs whereever it is eventually sited. 

________________________________________________________________________

ENS: U.S. House Boosts Spending for Environment, Conservation 
By J.R. Pegg 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 28, 2007 (ENS) - The U.S. House of Representatives on Wednesday approved legislation to increase funding for environmental protection, national parks and conservation by some $1.2 billion. The White House and Republican leaders called the bill fiscally irresponsible, but Democrats insisted that the increases are critical to bolster programs that have been neglected by the Bush administration. 

The $27.6 billion spending bill, which passed by a vote of 272-155, includes funding for the Interior Department, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Forest Service, Indian Health Service and other agencies. The bill is more than four percent above this year's appropriations and some nine percent above the White House request. 

The Senate has yet to finalize its appropriations bill for the Interior Department and related agencies. The Bush administration is already on record as opposing the House bill, calling it "irresponsible" and threatening to veto the measure because of its price tag. 

The White House also said it strongly objects to several provisions in the bill, in particular one that aims to force oil companies to renegotiate deep water drilling leases for the Gulf of Mexico already issued.

The leases were issued in 1998 and 1999 by the U.S. Interior Department's Mineral Management Service, which failed to include language triggering royalty payments once oil prices reached a threshold of about $34 a barrel. The error has already cost the government some $1 billion in lost royalties and could cost more than $10 billion over 25 years. 

The language in the spending bill requires companies to either renegotiate the flawed leases or pay fees on production from those leases or be banned from purchasing new leases in the gulf. 

The administration argues the provision will delay future lease sales and favors voluntary renegotiation efforts. 

Much of the two day debate over the bill centered on the overall funding levels, as Republicans sought to pare down spending and remove specific earmarks. 

Representative Todd Tiahrt, a Kansas Republican, called the legislation "overly generous" and urged members to limit spending closer to existing levels.

"While we have an obligation to be good stewards of our nation's environment and public lands for future generations, we also have an obligation to be good stewards of our tax dollars," he said. "In that respect, I believe this legislation falls short." 

Democrats defeated efforts to cut spending in the bill and blamed the Bush administration for shortfalls they contend have undermined federal environment and land management agencies. 

"The Bush administration has cut the Interior Department budget over the last six to seven years by 16 percent," Representative Norman Dicks, a Washington Democrat and chair of the appropriations subcommittee that crafted the bill. 

"It has cut EPA by 29 percent. It has cut the Forest Service by 35 percent. It has devastated these agencies," said Dicks. "We are trying to turn the corner, to bring these agencies back." 

The spending bill includes an 11 percent increase for the National Park Service, $26 million more to clean up Superfund toxic waste sites as well a $56 million increase for national wildlife refuges and an $8 million boost for the endangered species program. 

The legislation nearly doubles the Bush administration’s request for federal funding of loans for water infrastructure improvements and requires the EPA hire more criminal investigators to beef up its enforcement efforts. 

It also ramps up spending by the relevant agencies for climate change programs and sets up a new commission to identify lingering scientific questions about the science behind global warming.

"The message of this bill with respect to climate change is it is time to quit talking about the problem and start doing something about it," Dicks said. 

Oil shale emerged as a hot topic Wednesday, with Democrats narrowly passing an amendment to slow federal development of the resource in the Rocky Mountains.

The language blocks the Interior Department from issuing oil shale regulations or offering leases in 2008 until it has further studied the environmental impacts of commercial oil shale production. 

"The question here is not whether to develop oil shale but how and when," said Representative Mark Udall, a Colorado Democrat and author of the amendment. 

Udall said his provision would not stop oil shale development "in its tracks" but direct it onto "a gentler and more sustainable route." 

Western Republicans said delaying oil shale production undermines the goal of energy independence and will hurt local economies keen to develop the resource. 

"Any program that would retard the leases or the royalties that would come from those will harm education in western states," said Representative Rob Bishop, a Utah Republican. 

The amendment passed by a vote of 219-215, but only after Democrats held the vote open several minutes longer than scheduled to assure its passage. That irked Republicans, who failed with a measure to exempt Utah and Wyoming from the Udall amendment to Colorado. 

Democrats also defeated Republican attempts to expand offshore oil and gas production and to end the reintroduction of wolves in Arizona and New Mexico. 

The House agreed to an amendment prohibiting the EPA from finalizing a controversial air toxics rule, authored by Texas Democrat Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

The proposed regulation would change how industrial plants are classified for purposes of regulating hazardous pollutants, allowing sources of pollutants formerly classified as "major sources," which are beholden to stricter oversight, to be considered lesser regulated "area sources." 

Under the current policy, once a facility is a major source, it is always to be considered a major source. 

"EPA has done very little to justify such a dramatic shift in congressional intent or the agency's own long-standing interpretation," said Johnson, whose amendment passed by a vote of 252-178. 

A bid by Representative Jay Inslee to block the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from allowing American hunters to import the heads and hides of polar bears killed in Canada failed Wednesday by a vote of 188-242.

Inslee, a Washington Democrat, argued the policy makes little sense at a time when the U.S. government is considering placing the polar bear on the endangered species list. 

"This creature is dependent on ice, and the ice is disappearing," he said. "If we don't get serious about recovering polar bears, we will not be able to hunt anything because they will not exist." 

Critics said the amendment would actually harm conservation efforts, as funds generated by the polar bear hunts and import permits are funneled into programs to protect the species. Individuals pay upwards of $30,000 for the right to hunt Canadian polar bears as well as a $1,000 fee to the U.S. government to import a carcass. 

The ban would risk "crucial conservation funding streams and habitat protections for the very polar bears that we're all interested in protecting," said Representative Ron Kind, a Wisconsin Democrat. 

Representative Dan Boren, an Oklahoma Republican, questioned the motives behind the proposal, calling it "one step further in the campaign to ban hunting." 

Inslee rejected that premise. "There is nothing wrong with hunting or any suggestion of that in this amendment," he said. "But the truth is this – at this moment of risk to these bears, polar bear cubs need their parents in their dens more than we need their skins in our dens." 

Environmentalists hailed the addition of a bipartisan amendment to block federally funded road building in Alaska's Tongass National Forest, the planet's largest remaining temperate rainforest. 

Proponents said the federal timber program in the Tongass is a dead loss for taxpayers, costing some $30 million annually, and noted that the Forest Service faces an estimated $900 million road maintenance backlog in the forest. 

Alaska Republican Don Young said the amendment would harm his state's economy and blamed "radical environmental groups" for driving up the costs of the timber program by filing lawsuits to block logging in the forest.

The amendment will cause further job losses to the logging industry that has shrunk from 15,000 jobs to less than 200 in the past two decades, Young added. 

"The timber industry supports the best paying, year-around jobs in Southeast Alaska, and even though environmentalists have already succeeded locking up over 96 percent of the Tongass and eliminating most of these jobs, they're now after the remaining four percent and the last few hundred jobs," Young said. "This is nothing less than economic terrorism." 

But among the organizations critical of this amendment is Republicans for Environmental Protection, REP, hardly a radical group, who called the measure "a great step forward for conservation and fiscal responsibility." 

"For too long, the American people have been subsidizing wanton mismanagement of our largest and wildest national forest, which this year is celebrating the centennial of its establishment by Theodore Roosevelt," said REP Government Affairs Director David Jenkins. "We're proud of the 72 Republicans who remembered what true conservatism means and supported this important amendment." 

The amendment passed by a vote of 283-145 and some proponents questioned Young's criticism of environmental groups. 

Federal studies have found that only two percent of the cost of the Tongass timber program is related to litigation, according to Representative Steve Chabot, an Ohio Republican who sponsored the amendment. 

"I am not opposed to logging when it's done on the timber company's dime," Chabot said. "But in this case, they are using the American taxpayer to subsidize these 200 jobs at the tune of $200,000 per job. That just makes no sense." 

_______________________________________________________________________

SciDev.Net London Africa: UN - Policymakers Must Rethink Desertification

28 June 2007


Xu Jing And Jia Hepeng
Beijing

A new policy report from the United Nations University (UNU) urges governments to adopt a more coordinated approach to desertification.

The report, 'Rethinking Policies to Cope with Desertification', was presented today (28 June) at the United Nations headquarters in New York, United States and is based on the input of 200 experts from 25 countries.

Desertification -- land degradation in arid and semi-arid areas -- is a pressing global environmental challenge, currently affecting an estimated 100-200 million people. One-third of all people on Earth -- about 2 billion in number -- are potential victims.

Desertification could bring about mass migration as people are forced to leave lands that can no longer support them, posing an "imminent threat to international stability", according to the report's authors.

The number of people at risk of displacement is 50 million over the next ten years.

"Addressing desertification is a critical and essential part of adaptation to climate change and mitigation of global biodiversity losses," said Hans van Ginkel, UN under-secretary-general and rector of the United Nations University, in the foreword of the report.

But according to the report, the global community has failed to address desertification because policies have been made in isolation by different environmental conventions, aid efforts, countries and even ministries within one country, and contain many inconsistencies.

The report urges better coordination at national, regional and international levels and recommends that land-use policies are changed to combat factors such as unsustainable irrigation and overgrazing.

Educating and providing incentives for land-users to safeguard against desertification and establishing alternative livelihoods for dryland communities are also advised.

The report urges more scientific research into desertification, as policy formulation "has been hindered by the lack of concrete data about rates and extent of desertification," according to Zafar Adeel, lead author of the report and director of the UNU's Canada-based International Network on Water, Environment and Health.

The report also calls for more work to explore the links between desertification, climate change and biodiversity, such as carbon sequestration -- the absorption of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere with plant growing -- in drylands to help reverse climate change and simultaneously combat desertification.

Jiang Gaoming, an ecology expert at the Institute of Botany, part of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, told SciDev.Net that the recommendations point policymakers in the right direction.

Read the report on Sustainable Development
Jiang, who contributed to the report, says that planting trees to fight desertification has been a priority in China, but a lack of coordination between Chinese agencies such as the State Forestry Administration and other ministries, has hindered this approach.

________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde : Un site pour acheter et sauver les forêts tropicales

LE MONDE  28.06.07 

D'un simple clic de souris, devenir propriétaire d'une parcelle de forêt tropicale et lutter du même coup contre le réchauffement de la planète ? L'idée, loin d'être saugrenue, a germé dans l'esprit de Johan Eliasch, le propriétaire de la marque d'accessoires de sport Head.

Ce milliardaire anglo-suédois aux multiples casquettes, producteur de films notamment, s'est toujours montré très préoccupé par le sujet : "Le niveau des mers monte, les glaciers fondent, de grands espaces sont en train de disparaître. Le seul moyen d'éviter tout ça, c'est de réduire les émissions de CO2 et donc de lutter contre la déforestation, l'une des premières causes Pour mettre ses idées en application, il a racheté en 2005 à une exploitation forestière 160 000 hectares de forêt amazonienne afin de la protéger. "Le député anglais Frank Field est venu me voir et m'a demandé : "comment puis-je faire la même chose ?"", raconte-t-il. C'est ainsi que le concept a vu le jour : et si chacun pouvait ainsi - selon ses moyens bien sûr - acheter un lopin de forêt en Amazonie, en Afrique centrale ou en Indonésie pour la protéger ?

Deux ans plus tard, en 2007, les deux hommes créent l'association caritative Cool Earth. Le site Internet a été mis en ligne le 5 juin. A partir de 35 livres sterling, tout le monde peut s'offrir une demi-acre de forêt amazonienne, soit 0,2 hectare pour un peu plus de 50 euros. Avec en prime la possibilité de voir son terrain grâce aux images de Google Map.

"AGIR CONCRÈTEMENT"
L'objectif de Cool Earth est double : "Protéger les forêts et ceux qui y vivent et devenir une voix importante dans la lutte contre le réchauffement, explique Johan Eliasch. Les gouvernements ont du mal à se mettre d'accord. Nous voulons agir concrètement."
Une fois le terrain virtuellement acquis sur coolearth. org, l'association s'engage à le protéger avec l'aide des populations locales. A la clé : réduction de la déforestation et travail pour les habitants qui surveillent la forêt et peuvent utiliser gratuitement ses ressources naturelles. "Nous avons passé un accord", explique Johan Eliasch. Un pacte qui a permis, selon lui, de créer 1 500 emplois en Amazonie grâce à sa première initiative de 2005. Mais, revers de la médaille, son action a aussi provoqué le licenciement du millier d'employés qui travaillaient dans l'exploitation forestière volontairement fermée.

Reste que l'initiative connaît un joli succès. L'organisation bénéficie de nombreux soutiens : 10 000 membres en tout, particuliers, écologistes, businessmen ou politiques. Plus important encore : depuis le lancement de coolearth. org, plus de 10 000 hectares ont déjà été achetés.
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General Environment News

World Bank sues for public-private sector pact in waste management
Dakar, Senegal, (PANA) - Some 30 to 60 percent of solid waste produced in African cities are not collected and processed for lack of a public- private partnership to clean African cities, a World Bank official has said. Paul Noumba, head of the public-private partnership at the World bank Institute, said here late Tuesday there was need to make a systematic public-private partnership to clean up African cities. "Preserving the quality of life in African urban centres is a major challenge, which is even more important for poor populations," said Noumba who was speaking at an international workshop devoted to the public-private partnership in the integrated and sustainable management of solid waste. The workshop was jointly organized by the World Bank, the Centre for Development Studies and Policies (CEPOD) and the Senegal Cleanliness Agency (ASPROSEN). Such partnership exists in many countries, he said, and only need to be extended to all levels. According to the WB official, "populations are ready to pay for the collection of household refuse". "It is about empowering them," Noumba added, explaining that such partnership already exists in several African urban centres.
http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng020986&dte=27/06/2007
Gambia bans littering of public places
Banjul, Gambia (PANA) - Parliament in Gambia has passed a law banning arbitrary throwing of waste in public places as violators risk being fined, the National Environment Agency (NEA) announced Wednesday. According to a press communiqué' issued by the environment agency, President Yahya Jammeh, the chairman of 'National Environment Management Council' has already signed the regulations into law. Under the Anti-littering Regulations, throwing of litter such as scrap papers and other waste materials in public places is now an offence attracting fines raging from 1000 to 5000 Gambian dalasis (about US$37 to US$185). Littering by street vendors or urinating at street corners or undesignated areas have all been banned and anybody caught in violation may be prosecuted and punished by a fine or imprisonment. "The main objective of these new regulations is to strengthen the irrefutable positive links between a clean environment and good health," the communiqué explained. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng021020&dte=27/06/2007
UN agency issues flood alert in Ethiopia
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Current rainfall reports combined with elevated ground saturation and high water levels in Ethiopia's rivers and dams indicate that flood prone areas are at increased risk of flooding in the coming months, a UN agency warned Tuesday. Flooding has already been reported from South Omo and Bale zones of southern Ethiopia, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in its weekly brief. According to OCHA, the indication of parts of Ethiopia being inundated was much earlier than last year, when flooding began in August and claimed over 600 lives before the rains tailed off in mid-September. Meanwhile, a flood taskforce of Ethiopia's Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Agency (DPPA) has started work on contingency planning to avert catastrophe in case floods hit the country. At grassroots level, community initiatives have been successful in preventing some of the worst impacts of last year. In eastern Ethiopia, a community forum between the Dire Dawa city and East Hararghe zone administrations has established a modality to alert communities at risk of flash flooding from heavy rainfall in the East Hararghe highlands. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng020930&dte=26/06/2007
African countries intensify fight against desertification
Gabès, Tunisia (PANA) - Maghreb and West African countries have agreed joint efforts to control the advance of the desert, according to a statement after a three-day symposium this week in Gabès, southern Tunisia. The meeting under the theme: "Mobilizing resources and building partnerships in desertification control," also agreed to set up a body involving the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), the Sahel and Sahara Observatory (OSS), the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) and ECOWAS. This is to enable representatives of the countries involved to explore effective national strategies for the control desertification and the effects of drought. The initiative is also expected to engender partnership and common regional cooperation in the Sahel-Saharan zone covering North and East Africa. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng020828&dte=23/06/2007
Uganda: Buveera Import Stops On July 1

New Vision (Kampala): THE ban on polythene bags, popularly known as buveera, takes effect this Sunday, to the delight of environmentalists. Environment state minister Jessica Eriyo announced yesterday that importation and production of small polythene bags, commonly used for packing light items which weigh less than a kilogramme, ceases July 31.  "I would not expect someone coming into the country with items packed in a plastic bag to be affected," she said. "But those who smuggle the bags into the country will be dealt with under the relevant laws." A heavy tax of 120%, the minister added, has been imposed on the manufacture of thicker polythene materials in an attempt to restrict their use to the few people who will not throw them away carelessly after use. "The waste is littered all around and many places look filthy." Law agencies, Eriyo added, are expected to enforce the ban, but manufacturers have two months within which to clear their stock. A relevant law to support the ban and to spell out penalties for offenders is to be enacted, the minister stated. In the meantime, the new measures will be enforced under the laws that govern the finance ministry, which announced the kaveera ban in the national budget a fortnight ago. Eriyo added that the finance ministers of Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania had announced measures to deal with plastic bags before passing specific laws for their enforcement. Dr. Aryamanya Mugisha, the head of NEMA, the national environment watchdog, said in Uganda, the Police, the revenue authority and environment officials would implement the ban. The minister and Aryamanya Mugisha were speaking at NEMA's monthly press briefing at the organisation's offices in Kampala.

The Government, Eriyo said, took the "drastic steps" on the bags because "people out there do not know how to manage them properly" and warned that the enforcement of the law would not be easy. "Habits are difficult to change and we need a lot of sensitisation." Justifying the ban, Eriyo said the plastics block channels, compromise water quality and degrade soil, which is important for agriculture. Gerald Sawula Musoke, the deputy head of NEMA, said the plastics which will be affected can only be identified by their thickness, not their colour. Some importers, Musoke added, had already cancelled their orders.  The Uganda Government wanted to ban polythene bags of up to 100 microns, he added, but the three East African Community states agreed on 30 microns, the official added. The Government, he noted, has been grappling with the problem of plastic bags since the 1990s and that this is the first step to phase them out. Other sources said the price of the plastic bags had already been increased, with the thicker ones going for sh300, up from sh200, as speculators try to cash in on the ban. http://allafrica.com/stories/200706280949.html
Africa: UN - Policymakers Must Rethink Desertification

SciDev.Net (London): A new policy report from the United Nations University (UNU) urges governments to adopt a more coordinated approach to desertification. The report, 'Rethinking Policies to Cope with Desertification', was presented today (28 June) at the United Nations headquarters in New York, United States and is based on the input of 200 experts from 25 countries. Desertification -- land degradation in arid and semi-arid areas -- is a pressing global environmental challenge, currently affecting an estimated 100-200 million people. One-third of all people on Earth -- about 2 billion in number -- are potential victims. Desertification could bring about mass migration as people are forced to leave lands that can no longer support them, posing an "imminent threat to international stability", according to the report's authors. The number of people at risk of displacement is 50 million over the next ten years. "Addressing desertification is a critical and essential part of adaptation to climate change and mitigation of global biodiversity losses," said Hans van Ginkel, UN under-secretary-general and rector of the United Nations University, in the foreword of the report. But according to the report, the global community has failed to address desertification because policies have been made in isolation by different environmental conventions, aid efforts, countries and even ministries within one country, and contain many inconsistencies. The report urges better coordination at national, regional and international levels and recommends that land-use policies are changed to combat factors such as unsustainable irrigation and overgrazing. Educating and providing incentives for land-users to safeguard against desertification and establishing alternative livelihoods for dryland communities are also advised. The report urges more scientific research into desertification, as policy formulation "has been hindered by the lack of concrete data about rates and extent of desertification," according to Zafar Adeel, lead author of the report and director of the UNU's Canada-based International Network on Water, Environment and Health. The report also calls for more work to explore the links between desertification, climate change and biodiversity, such as carbon sequestration -- the absorption of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere with plant growing -- in drylands to help reverse climate change and simultaneously combat desertification.  Jiang Gaoming, an ecology expert at the Institute of Botany, part of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, told SciDev.Net that the recommendations point policymakers in the right direction. http://allafrica.com/stories/200706280865.html
Africa: Continent Urged to Develop National Plans On Climate Change

BuaNews (Tshwane): African countries have been urged to develop national plans on climate change in order to alleviate the impacts of global warming on the continent. Speaking at a tree-planting programme event organised under the auspices of the "Food and Trees for Zambia" organisation on Wednesday, George Edgar, Britain's Special Envoy on Climate Change in Africa said: "There is a need for African countries to take account of the impact of climate change in their planning in a bid to forestall the negative impacts of global warming."  He said the changing rain patterns and the floods that most countries are experiencing in the world were good examples of climate variability, which has become as common as temperatures rise. Mr Edgar noted climate change was both a serious threat to the environment and to the economy. It requires a global solution to alleviate the impacts of global warming, he said, adding that African governments should come up with a means of planting trees in order help sustain the environment as well as find ways to reduce the rising temperatures. British High Commissioner (ambassador) to Zambia Alistair Harrison said there was need for African countries to find solutions to reduce the emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas effects which are the main contributors to global warming. Mr Harrison said the British government would help the Zambian government come up with measures to help resolve matters of climate change. Executive Director Edwin Sekelechi of "Food and Trees for Zambia" commended the British government for playing a crucial role in spearheading awareness efforts on climate change in Africa. Earlier this month at the G8 Summit in Germany, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon described climate change as the "defining issue of our era". Mr Ban welcomed the agreement by the world's richest nations to address the threat as an "important first step." The G8 countries including Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States pledged $60 billion to meet earlier commitments and support new development initiatives for the developing world.  President Thabo Mbeki also took part in the G8 + 5 leaders of the South (India, Brazil, South Africa, China and Mexico) with a view to advancing the developmental agenda. The agreement by G8 leaders on "strong and early action" to combat climate change, and to pursue related negotiations under UN auspices, is "only a first step - a beginning, not an end," the Secretary-General stated. He emphasised that political will at the highest level was "desperately" needed to make significant emissions reductions and to help countries adapt to climate change. http://allafrica.com/stories/200706280720.html
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Desertification threat to global stability: U.N. study

By Alister Doyle

OSLO (Reuters) - Desertification could drive tens of millions of people from their homes, mainly in sub-Saharan Africa and central Asia, a U.N. study warned on Thursday.
People displaced by desertification put new strains on natural resources and on other societies nearby and threaten international instability, the 46-page study by the U.N. University showed.

"There is a chain reaction. It leads to social turmoil," Zafaar Adeel, the study's lead author and head of the U.N. University's International Network on Water, Environment and Health, said.

The study urged governments to work out ways to slow the advance of deserts, from the Sahara to the Gobi, caused by factors such as climate change and land over-use. Better plantings of crops and forests in nearby drylands were simple measures to help.

"Desertification has emerged as an environmental crisis of global proportions, currently affecting an estimated 100 to 200 million people, and threatening the lives and livelihoods of a much larger number," the study said.

"The loss of soil productivity and the degradation of life-support services provided by nature pose imminent threats to international stability," it said. The report drew on the work of 200 experts from 25 nations.

It said 50 million people were at risk of being forced from their homes by unchecked desertification in the next decade -- equivalent to the population of South Africa or South Korea.

"The largest area is probably sub-Saharan Africa, where people are moving to northern Africa or to Europe," said Adeel.

"The second area is the former Soviet republics in central Asia," he told Reuters. Adeel said it was hard to isolate desertification from other factors making people move, such as poverty or armed conflicts.

Sudan's Darfur region was an example, he said. International experts reckon 200,000 people have died and 2.5 million have been driven from their homes in four years of strife. Sudan says 9,000 have died.

CHAIN REACTION

The report urged governments to link up often scattergun efforts by environment, agriculture or economy ministries to fight desertification.

Improved crop and forestry plantings on drylands, which cover more than 40 percent of the world's land area, could slow desertification and also help fight global warming widely blamed on gases released by use of fossil fuels.

Plants absorb carbon dioxide, the main industrial greenhouse gas, as they grow and release it when they are burnt or rot. Carbon markets might even develop financial mechanisms to promote more vegetation in drylands.

Among efforts, China is planting a 700-km "Great Green Wall" of trees and enclosed grassland to slow the advance of deserts. Algeria is also putting up a "green wall" against the Sahara.

"Such plans can work, but can also lead to problems," Adeel said. He said China was in some cases planting trees that needed large amounts of water, aggravating shortages.

Eco-tourism could bring jobs to desert regions and help people stay. Even fish farms could be an option, as shown by countries including Israel, Pakistan and Egypt.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/28/AR2007062800467.html?referrer=emailarticle
U.N. Predicts Urban Population Explosion 

By Celia W. Dugger
By next year, more than half the world’s population, 3.3 billion people, will for the first time live in towns and cities, and the number is expected to swell to almost five billion by 2030, according to a United Nations Population Fund report released yesterday.

The change is expected to be particularly swift in Africa and Asia, where between 2000 and 2030 “the accumulated urban growth of these two regions during the whole span of history will be duplicated in a single generation,” says the report, “State of World Population 2007: Unleashing the Potential of Urban Growth.” 

This surge in urban populations, fueled more by natural increase, or births, than the migration of people from the countryside, is unstoppable, George Martine, who wrote the report, said in an interview.

Cities are predicted to edge out rural areas in more than sheer numbers of people. Poverty is increasing more rapidly in urban areas, and governments need to plan for where the poor will live rather than leaving them to settle illegally in shanties without sewerage and other services, the United Nations report says. 

In Latin America, where urbanization occurred earlier than in other developing regions, many countries and cities ignored or tried unsuccessfully to retard urban growth.

“Now the levels of insecurity and violence are a product of this approach,” said Mr. Martine, a Canadian demographer and sociologist. “People have been left to fend for themselves and have created these enormous slums.” 

Rather than just letting slums spring up, governments need to anticipate the expanding ranks of the urban poor and provide them with secure housing, water, sanitation and power, among other services, the report says. With decent housing and basic services, the poor can take advantage of the opportunities offered by city life, it says.

A billion people, about a sixth of the world’s population, already live in slums, 90 percent of them in developing countries. In sub-Saharan Africa, more than 7 in 10 urban dwellers live in a slum, an area lacking services such as water, sanitation or legal rights to housing. The region’s slum population has almost doubled in just 15 years, reaching 200 million in 2005. Its urban population is already as large as North America’s.

In China, the world’s most populous nation, urbanites are expected to outnumber people in rural areas within a decade. China would then have 83 cities with more than 750,000 residents, but only five with a population of more than five million, the report says.

In fact, it predicts that the bulk of the urban population growth will be in smaller cities and towns, not the 20 megacities that dominate the public imagination. The future lies in places like Gabarone, Botswana, where the population is projected to reach 500,000 in 2020, up from 18,000 in 1971, as much as it does in chaotic, sprawling metropolises like Lagos, Nigeria.

Among the megacities with populations of more than 10 million, only Lagos and Dhaka, Bangladesh, are expected to grow at rates exceeding 3 percent over the coming decade. Such supersize cities today contain 9 percent of all urban inhabitants, while cities and towns of fewer than 500,000 account for more than half. “Many of the world’s largest cities — Buenos Aires, Calcutta, Mexico City, São Paulo and Seoul — actually have more people moving out than in, and few are close to the size that doomsayers predicted for them in the 1970s,” the report says.

The report notes that while rates of urban growth have slowed in most regions of the world, the story now lies in the expected growth in the sheer numbers of people through natural increases and migration from rural areas.

The first great wave of urbanization unfurled over two centuries, from 1750 to 1950, in Europe and North America, with urban populations rising from 15 million to 423 million. The second wave is happening now in the developing world. There, the number of people living in urban areas will have grown from 309 million in 1950 to an expected 3.9 billion in 2030. By 2030, developing nations are expected to have 80 percent of the world’s urban population.

If this population growth is helter-skelter, with inadequate services and sprawling slums, it could pollute urban watersheds with untreated sewage and contribute to increases in crime and violence, Mr. Martine said. The result of that approach is apparent in today’s slums.

“The poor settle in the worst living space, on steep hillsides or river banks that will be flooded, where nobody else wants to live and speculators haven’t taken control of the land,” he said. “They have no water and sanitation, and the housing is terrible. And this situation threatens the environmental quality of the city.”

But cities are also engines of economic growth, the report notes more optimistically. “Cities concentrate poverty,” it said, “but they also represent the best hope of escaping it.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/28/world/28population.html?ex=1340769600&en=7e2a982a8181b724&ei=5124&partner=permalink&exprod=permalink

US, Mexico and Canada to protect threatened monarch butterflies and porpoises 
The U.S., Mexico and Canada agreed to work together to protect the monarch butterfly, threatened in Mexico by illegal logging destroying its winter nesting grounds. 

Meeting in the central Mexican state of Michoacan, where millions of butterflies spend the winter months, the three-nation Commission for Environmental Cooperation, or CEC, formally pledged Wednesday to support conservation initiatives for the monarch, according to a commission statement.

The statement did not offer details on the initiatives.

The monarch butterfly is not listed as endangered, but scientists say deforestation could threaten its existence.

The monarchs' annual 3,400-mile journey from the forests of eastern Canada and parts of the United States to the central Mexican mountains is considered an aesthetic and scientific wonder.

The nations also agreed to joint efforts to aid the vaquita marina, a gray porpoise native to the Gulf of California. They are sometimes caught in fishing nets and their habitat is damaged by shrimp boats that trawl the sea floor.

Only 500 of the porpoises are thought to exist, environmentalists say.

The CEC a panel set up by Mexico, the United States and Canada under the North American Free Trade Agreement also said it has launched a Google Earth mapping tool that lets users explore pollution data from more than 30,000 industrial facilities in the three countries.

http://www.cec.org
…………………………….

Starbucks Champions New Film and Ignites a Call-to-Action on Issue of Climate Crisis; Starbucks Entertainment Partners with Paramount Classics and National Geographic Films to Build Awareness for "Arctic Tale"


Starbucks (Nasdaq: SBUX) Entertainment, in its new relationship with Paramount Classics and National Geographic Films, will build awareness and foster discussion around "Arctic Tale," the new family-friendly wild life adventure which begins its limited theatrical engagement July 25, with a wider release slated for August 17. As part of the agreement, Starbucks will bring the story of "Arctic Tale" to its large and loyal customer base to help generate interest in the film as well as educate customers about the climate crisis and inspire them to be a part of the solution through simple, everyday decisions.

From July 31 to August 27, Starbucks will feature a comprehensive in-store marketing effort in support of the film throughout its Company-operated stores in the U.S. and Canada. On August 15, across multiple U.S. markets, Starbucks will host a "National Day of Discussion" featuring environmental leaders who will direct conversations with customers about solutions to address the vital issue of climate change. Organizations such as The Climate Group, Conservation International, Earth Watch and Global Green USA will participate in in-store events across Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Dallas, Houston, Boston, Phoenix, and other U.S. markets. 

"We're really proud to share this powerful and entertaining story with our customers," said Ken Lombard, president of Starbucks Entertainment. "Starbucks has had a long and significant commitment to communities and the environment, and by highlighting 'Arctic Tale' to our customers, we can spark discussion on this issue and impact change all from right inside our stores."

From Paramount Classics, the studio behind "An Inconvenient Truth," and National Geographic Films, the people who brought you "March of the Penguins," "Arctic Tale," directed by Adam Ravetch and Sarah Robertson, is an epic adventure that explores the vast world of the Great North. The movie tells the story of a walrus pup and a polar bear on their life's journey from birth to adolescence to maturity and parenthood in the frozen Arctic wilderness. Once an almost perpetual winter wonderland, the walrus and the polar bear are losing their beautiful icebound world as it melts from underneath them. Queen Latifah is the Storyteller of "Arctic Tale," and the movie features a compelling soundtrack with contributing artists including Ben Harper, Aimee Mann and the Shins.

"We're thrilled to have Starbucks support our film," said John Lesher, president of Paramount Classics. "They have the ability to reach millions of people in a single morning, ensuring that the message behind 'Arctic Tale'willresonate well beyond the theater."

"In a summer filled with entertainment options and promotional possibilities for corporations, we're delighted Starbucks is championing 'Arctic Tale,'" said Adam Leipzig, president of National Geographic Films. "It is a testament to their commitment to bring quality entertainment options to their customers and to encourage discussions about important issues."

The story of "Arctic Tale" aligns with Starbucks long-standing commitment to the environment and its support of many socially-responsible initiatives. Recognized by the EPA with a Green Power Partner of the Year Award in December 2006, Starbucks efforts to mitigate the effects of the climate crisis include purchasing renewable energy, focusing on energy conservation, and increasing public awareness.

In April, 2007, Starbucks partnered with Global Green USA to launch the "Planet Green Game," an interactive, educational online game that educates players about climate change through engaging game play, and advocates individual action to inspire players to become part of the solution.

………………………………

On its flight to recovery, the bald eagle has landed
Los Angeles Times

By Margot Roosevelt 

The American bald eagle, revered and reviled over more than two centuries, today will be officially declared safe from extinction in the lower 48 states. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which led a four-decade effort to resuscitate the national bird, is taking it off the Endangered Species list.

The majestic raptor had declined from half a million nesting pairs at the time of European settlement to 417 in 1963. By last year, it had rebounded to 9,789 pairs, and an estimated 11,040 today. In California, where bald eagles have been reintroduced to the Channel Islands and elsewhere, more than 200 pairs are breeding. 

"It is an astounding recovery," said Kieran Suckling, policy director of the Center for Biological Diversity, a Tucson-based advocacy group. "It attests to a dramatic change in the American environmental ethic."

Nonetheless, it has been a roller-coaster flight. In 1782, the Continental Congress made the bald eagle the national emblem, with its image on the Great Seal of the United States, clutching arrows and an olive branch.

But as the U.S. population grew, ranchers and farmers came to view bald eagles as nuisance predators, despite the fact that the bird is mostly a fish-eater. They were routinely shot and driven from their nesting grounds by logging, farming and homebuilding. By the 1950s, the spread of the pesticide DDT, which thins the eagle's eggshells, had led to a catastrophic decline.

The comeback began with a 1972 ban on DDT and stringent protections under the 1973 Endangered Species Act. Since then, tens of millions of dollars have been spent on eagle recovery efforts by federal, state, and nonprofit groups. In 1995, the bald eagle was reclassified from "endangered" to the less-severe "threatened" status.

Alaska's bald eagles, which number 25,000, are not endangered. Hawaii has none.

"It wasn't just money," said David Garcelon, president of the Arcata, Calif.-based Institute for Wildlife Studies. "People put huge amounts of effort into it. It would have been pretty sad to see our national symbol blink out."

Such an effort took place on the Channel Islands, where scientists began to reintroduce bald eagles in 1980. But the birds were unable to reproduce after consuming fish contaminated by DDT, which had been discharged off the Palos Verdes Peninsula by Montrose Chemical Co. in the 1950s and '60s. Their eggshells were so thin that nesting birds would crush them.

So Garcelon began helicoptering into the nests, dangling from a 100-foot cable, rescuing the fragile eggs and substituting them with fake ones. The eggs were incubated in a lab, and chicks were returned to the nest as soon as they hatched.

Today, more than 40 eagles live on the islands, soaring with their 7-foot wing spans over passing sailboats. And in the last two years, six chicks hatched naturally on Santa Cruz and Santa Catalina islands -- the first time in more than half a century.

Although controversy over the Endangered Species Act has focused on less charismatic wildlife, such as snail darters and delta smelt, eagles have run into headwinds too. Last year, a federal judge halted a plan to build a condominium complex at Big Bear Lake where 14 bald eagles make a seasonal home. And the Sacramento-based Pacific Legal Foundation, a property-rights advocacy group, is threatening to challenge new rules that would prevent a Minnesota retiree from subdividing his land because of the presence of bald eagles.

The move to delist of the bald eagle was first announced by President Clinton in 1999. But the delisting was delayed until now because states where the eagle was not recovering as quickly objected strenuously to removing protections. The distribution of nesting pairs remains uneven, ranging from a high of 1,312 in Minnesota to only a single pair each in Vermont, Rhode Island and the District of Columbia.

In Arizona, the nation's fastest growing state, conservationists filed suit in January to prevent the delisting of its desert-nesting bald eagles. And Tuesday, Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano wrote U.S. Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne opposing the removal, saying that Indian tribes, which use eagle feathers in religious ceremonies, were not adequately consulted.

Nationally, scientists have expressed fears that eagle populations could crash if restrictions on building in habitat are lifted.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says it will continue to monitor nesting populations. And this month, under a 1940 law, now called the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, the agency adopted rules forbidding landowners from interfering with eagles' "normal breeding, feeding or sheltering behavior."

The purpose, according to the agency, is to "ensure an almost seamless transition" from the Endangered Species Act to the eagle act.

Given those new rules, a Pacific Legal Foundation spokesman contended, the eagle's "departure from the Endangered Species list [is] more symbolic than substantive."

Nonetheless, Bush administration officials were planning a gala celebration at the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, inviting the public to "witness history as the Secretary of the Interior makes an important announcement about the bald eagle." Environmentalists were also hailing the eagle's recovery as "one of the greatest wildlife success stories" in history, as the National Wildlife Federation's John Kostyack put it.

At the same time, conservation groups have been warning of new obstacles ahead for other species.

They point to regulations being prepared by the administration that would curtail efforts to reintroduce species in areas where they are already extinct and to expand the government's ability to deny citizens' and scientists' petitions to list new species.

Currently, 1,326 species in the U.S. are officially listed as endangered or threatened, but scientists have identified thousands of others that might merit inclusion. And global warming is threatening more extinctions, they say.

"We hope the administration doesn't mar this moment by trying to gut the Endangered Species Act," said Susan Holmes, a lobbyist for Earthjustice, a San Francisco based nonprofit group. "The best salute we can give to the bald eagle ... is to keep our most popular wildlife protection law effective for generations to come."

………………………………

Study Sees Climate Change Impact on Alaska
New York Times
By William Yardley

Many of Alaska's roads, runways, railroads and water and sewer systems will wear out more quickly and cost more to repair or replace because of climate change, according to a study released yesterday.

Higher temperatures, melting permafrost, a reduction in polar ice and increased flooding are expected to raise the repair and replacement cost of thousands of infrastructure projects as much as $6.1 billion for a total of nearly $40 billion -- about a 20 percent increase -- from now to 2030, according to the study, by the Institute for Social and Economic Research at the University of Alaska Anchorage. 

The cost estimates are based on the needs of nearly 16,000 pieces of public infrastructure, including airports and small segments of roads. 

The researchers speculated that in the distant future the costs would level off as the agencies adapted their practices to the warmer climate.

Temperatures have risen by an average of two to five degrees in different parts of the state in recent decades, and the changes have already been linked to problems like coastal erosion in remote Alaskan villages and wildfires. The researchers who wrote the report said their estimates for increased costs were based on ''middle-of-the-road'' forecasts for warming in a place where projects were designed to endure the cold.

''We assume warming temperatures mean infrastructure has to be replaced more often,'' the report said. ''It's also possible the changing climate could actually increase the life of some structures, but we haven't so far identified any such exceptions.''

The study is the first of its kind in Alaska, and its authors emphasize that it does not project costs for things like moving villages, protecting the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, fighting wildfires or protecting private property that may be affected.

''There are a million other issues related to climate change,'' said Peter Larsen, a natural resource economist at the Institute for Social and Economic Research and the lead researcher for the report. ''This is just one component, but it's a critical piece because this is where all the goods and services come through the state's economy, is through the infrastructure.''

Mr. Larsen said the most vulnerable places in the state were probably those built heavily on permafrost, the permanently frozen subsoil, whose average temperature is projected to rise above freezing in the future, potentially making the ground unstable.

''Those structures need to be investigated further,'' he said. ''What happens to costs when you cross that freezing point threshold?''

With no simple template for how to measure increased infrastructure costs from climate change, Mr. Larsen said he and other researchers had settled on studying how higher temperatures and precipitation changes affect the life span of materials. Then they combined that data with forecasts for higher temperatures and climate change in Alaska.

''There are other places that have done studies,'' he said, ''but Alaska is warming more quickly than any other place on the planet right now. There was nothing to this extent.''

He said he had begun the research ''from scratch,'' calling various state agencies. ''I'd say something like 'Can you tell me how much the changing climate over the last 50 years has changed this piece of infrastructure?' '' he said. ''On more than one occasion I had people laugh at me on the phone.''

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/28/us/28climate.html?ex=1340769600&en=ff0a5ddda8f2f4a3&ei=5124&partner=permalink&exprod=permalink
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Landfill sites hide electricity potential; 
Houston firm planning to harness the methane from dumps in Canada
Toronto Star
By Tony Wong 

Landfill sites in Ontario and Quebec are to be used to convert methane gas into electricity under an ambitious renewal energy project by Waste Management Inc., North America's largest landfill operator. 

The Houston-based company announced yesterday that four Ontario sites and two in Quebec will be part of a five-year conversion project. The company plans to spend $400 million (U.S.) on 60 landfills, which would include the Canadian operations.

"I think at this stage there are lots of opportunities to build a renewable energy source that is readily available," Wes Muir, spokesperson for Waste Managemen, said in an interview.

Landfills are the largest source of methane emissions in the United States, accounting for 34 per cent of such releases, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. Methane is the second-biggest man-made contributor to global warming behind carbon dioxide. The gas is created by the decomposition of matter such as trash and cow manure.

Muir said the Carp Rd. plant in Kanata would likely be the first plant to be retrofitted as the company awaits regulatory approvals.

Waste Management's largest Canadian operation, the Sainte-Sophie site in Quebec, is already converting methane to electricity and supplies 75 per cent of a local paper mill's energy needs, Muir said.

The company hopes to build at least 10 sites per year across North America, including locations in Ontario that would include Petrolia, Watford and Napanee. Quebec sites would include Drummondville and Magog.

The company already operates 281 landfills in North America, and 100 already have some form of methane-to-energy capabilities.

"We're setting an ambitious goal to greatly expand our roster of these plants, which will help us responsibly allocate the company's resources while providing renewable power to the communities and regions in which we operate," said Paul Pabor, vice-president of renewable energy for Waste Mangement.

Pabor said the company's Sainte-Sophie site in Quebec reduces carbon dioxide emissions by 490,000 tonnes a year - the equivalent of removing about 120,000 cars from the roads.

The company sells the power to retail power providers, municipal utilities and other users.

That income, coupled in part with federal tax credits, makes the ventures lucrative, Pabor said.

http://www.thestar.com/article/230243
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Eagles' Comeback on Brink of Being Official
The Washington Post
By David A. Fahrenthold 

The federal government appears poised today to remove the bald eagle from its list of threatened and endangered species, capping a 40-year comeback for the national icon that showed that disappearing creatures are not always lost.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has scheduled a "major announcement" about the eagle's status this morning at the Jefferson Memorial. No details were available, but environmental advocates said the intent was clear: For months, wildlife service officials have been making legal preparations for taking bald eagles off the protected list.

If the species is removed, it will provide a legal postscript to a rebound that is obvious to bird-watchers across the country, especially along the eagle-rich Potomac River. There were 417 breeding pairs of bald eagles in the continental United States in 1967, after a decline blamed partly on the eggshell-thinning pesticide DDT. Forty years later, officials say, that number has grown to about 10,000 pairs. 

"It's really one of the greatest conservation success stories in U.S. history," said Tony Iallonardo, a spokesman for the National Audubon Society.

Removing the bird from the roll of threatened species, a process referred to as "delisting," isn't likely to mean a new hunting season for bald eagles. Instead, the birds will probably enjoy most of the protections they do now under policies the Fish and Wildlife Service recently outlined. Those include federal prohibitions on killing or wounding them and disturbing their nests.

That has pleased many environmental groups, who say they think the birds will continue to thrive. But the new rules have been criticized by the National Association of Home Builders, which has said they could prove too vague to guide contractors working near eagle nests.

And the rules seem likely to provoke a new lawsuit from Edmund Contoski, a Minnesota landowner who says his plans to build houses on a cul-de-sac have been held up by an eagle nest on the land. In 2005, Contoski filed suit to force the Fish and Wildlife Service to make a decision about whether to delist the bird. He won the case: A judge gave the government a deadline of tomorrow.

But Contoski said this week that he didn't sue just to have the same regulations put in place under a new name.

"They're taking all the value of my property . . . and paying me nothing," Contoski said in a telephone interview. He added: "I kind of expect we're going to have to have another lawsuit. And if we have to, we will."

One thing neither side disputes: The bald eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus, no longer deserves to be on the same list as more than 560 other endangered and threatened U.S. animal species. The eagle's status, which began as "endangered" in 1967, was upgraded to "threatened" in 1995.

The bird's comeback is credited to a series of policy changes, beginning with a 1940 law that banned killing or wounding the birds. Before that, the national symbol had been hunted or poisoned in large numbers, often for bounties offered in state-sponsored programs aimed at reducing predators.

Soon, public perception of the birds began to shift, "from fear and loathing to respect and awe," said Jody Millar, who oversees national bald-eagle monitoring for the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Other protections followed with the eagle's "endangered" status, including restrictions on building near their favored homes in tall trees along shorelines. And then, in 1972, the Environmental Protection Agency banned the use of DDT, a pesticide that accumulated up the food chain and hampered eagles' reproduction by making their eggshells fatally thin.

Since then, eagles have spread to all of the lower 48 states and the District, where volunteers first released transplanted chicks from Wisconsin in 1994. By 2000, there was a nest and an eaglet in a tree near St. Elizabeths Hospital -- the first breeding eagles in the capital in a half-century.

Along the Potomac River, officials say, the eagle population more than tripled from 2000 to 2006, from 60 to 192. Eagles are a common sight now at such places as Mason Neck State Park, set along an inlet of the Potomac in Lorton.

"There's an eagle there!" park employee Jodi Bucknam said yesterday morning. She was pointing to a brown-and-white form cruising over the water a few hundred yards away. Bucknam, who led tours of the park for three years, said she'd seen as many as 20 eagles at one time there, becoming so used to the sight that it was hard to remember how stunning it really was.

"It's old hat," she said. "It's hard to remember that they're cool -- that everybody else gets really excited about them -- because we've got tons."

The eagles' resurgence has been celebrated as evidence that, with enough money, effort and public support, a decimated U.S. species can be nursed back to life.

"It is absolute proof positive of how important and successful the Endangered Species Act is," said Kieran Suckling, policy director for the Arizona-based Center for Biological Diversity.

But Suckling and other experts said there was also a less rosy way to view the eagle's comeback. As of yesterday, only 20 species had been delisted because their populations had recovered. And many of them were large, familiar species like the eagle: peregrine falcons, American alligators, gray whales. The picture seems bleaker, Suckling said, for species that don't look as good on a poster.

"If you look at the species that come off the list, you know, whales, wolves, eagles," he said, "absolutely, what we call the 'charismatic megafauna' have a much better shot than the lowly snail or snail darter."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/28/AR2007062800908.html
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Our Gas Guzzlers, Their Lives
New York Times
By Nicholas D. Kristof

If we need any more proof that life is unfair, it is that subsistence villagers here in Africa will pay with their lives for our refusal to curb greenhouse gas emissions.

When we think of climate change, we tend to focus on Alaskan villages or New Orleans hurricanes. But the people who will suffer the worst will be those living in countries like this, even though they don't contribute at all to global warming.

My win-a-trip journey with a student and a teacher has taken us to Burundi, which the World Bank's latest report shows to be the poorest country in the world. People in Burundi have an annual average income of $100, nearly one child in five dies before the age of five, and life expectancy is 45. 

Against that grim backdrop, changing weather patterns in recent years have already caused crop failures -- and when the crops fail here, people starve. In short, our greenhouse gases are killing people here.

''If the harvest fails in the West, then you have stocks and can get by,'' said Gerard Rusuku, an agriculture scientist here who has been studying the impact of global warming in Africa. ''Here, we're much more vulnerable. If climate change causes a crop failure here, there's famine.''

Guillaume Foliot of the World Food Program notes that farmers here overwhelmingly agree that the weather has already become more erratic, leading to lost crops. And any visitor can see that something is amiss: Africa's ''great lakes'' are shrinking.

Burundi is on Lake Tanganyika, which is still a vast expanse of water. But the shoreline has retreated 50 feet in the last four years, and ships can no longer reach the port.

''Even the hippos are unhappy,'' said Alexander Mbarubukeye, a fisherman on the lake, referring to the hippos that occasionally waddled into town before the lake retreated.

The biggest of Africa's great lakes, Lake Victoria, was dropping by a vertical half-inch a day for much of last year. And far to the north, once enormous Lake Chad has nearly vanished. The reasons for the dipping lake levels seem to include climate change.

Greenhouse gases actually have the greatest impact at high latitudes -- the Arctic and Antarctica. But the impact there isn't all bad (Canada will gain a northwest passage), and the countries there are rich enough to absorb the shocks.

In contrast, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warned this year that the consequences for Africa will be particularly harsh because of the region's poverty and vulnerability. It foresees water shortages and crop failures in much of Africa.

''Projected reductions in yield in some countries could be as much as 50 percent by 2020, and crop net revenues could fall as much as 90 percent,'' the panel warned. It also cautioned that warming temperatures could lead malaria to spread to highland areas. Another concern is that scarcities of food and water will trigger wars. More than five million lives have already been lost since 1994 in wars in Rwanda, Burundi and Congo, and one factor was competition for scarce resources. 

''It seems to me rather like pouring petrol onto a burning fire,'' Jock Stirrup, the chief of the British defense staff, told a meeting in London this month. He noted that climate change could cause weak states to collapse.

Yoweri Museveni, Uganda's president, describes climate change as ''the latest form of aggression'' by rich countries against Africa. He has a point. Charles Ehrhart, a Care staff member in Kenya who works full time on climate-change issues, says that the negative impact of the West's carbon emissions will overwhelm the positive effects of aid. 

''It's at the least disastrous and quite possibly catastrophic,'' Mr. Ehrhart said of the climate effects on Africa. ''Life was difficult, but with climate change it turns deadly.''

''That's what hits the alarm bells for an organization like Care,'' he added. ''How can we ever achieve our mission in this situation?''

All this makes it utterly reckless that we fail to institute a carbon tax or at least a cap-and-trade system for emissions. The cost of our environmental irresponsibility will be measured in thousands of children dying of hunger, malaria and war. 

http://www.nytimes.com
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UNEP or UN in the news

Philippine Information Agency : Iloilo watershed board implements rainwater harvesting technology

by ES Subong 

Iloilo City (28 June) -- The Tigum-Aganan Watershed Management Board (TAWMB) has accepted in a resolution during its June 26 meeting that it will implement the Rainwater Harvesting Technology in partnership with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

The technology will be piloted under the management of an Advisory Committee, for a period of six months to come up with several requirements involving the creation of a demonstration area and construction of water harvesting facility. 

The initial activities are ultimately expected to bear impact on water quality and quantity and livelihood of people in the watershed area, considering the inadequacy of water supply which the watershed board considers its priority concern now. 

TAWMB interim chairperson Jessica Salas of Kahublagan sang Panimalay Foundation (KSPFI) said the project will begin with a GIS Mapping which is actually done all over the country with the help of consultants. 

The GIS Mapping activity will narrow down to the chosen demonstration area, which is identified as a micro watershed, of about 40 hectares, where rainwater harvesting facilities will be designed. 

Salas said the suitability of the designs will be based on the results of the GIS mapping, which can be in the form of infiltration ponds, water retention ponds, rooftop technology and many more. 

As the project gathers momentum with GIS mapping-based technologies adopted, an up scaling of the project will be done through advocacies with other watersheds, generating grants or loans for actual implementation of the technologies. 

The TAWMB has accepted the pilot project since the Tigum-Aganan is also piloting the implementation of Water Quality Management. 

Earlier, the Iloilo Watershed Management Council (IWMC), chaired by Governor Niel Tupas, Sr., through provincial administrator Manuel Mejorada, approved the TAWMB's role in the UNEP project. (PIA 6)

http://www.pia.gov.ph/default.asp?m=12&fi=p070628.htm&no=46 
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iT News, Australia : Google helps nonprofits conquer 

By Thomas Claburn,  29 June 2007 0 

The project also includes online forums to enhance communications and connect interested users of Google Earth with experienced developers..

Google has launched a new initiative to help nonprofit organisations communicate and present data using Google Earth. 

Google Earth Outreach aims to provide information including help documents, video tutorials, and case studies that describe how to create Keyhole Markup Language (KML) layers for Google Earth. 

The project also includes online forums to enhance communications between nonprofit organisations and to put interested users of Google Earth in touch with experienced developers.  advertisement

Examples of how nonprofit organisations can use geospatial data to communicate can be seen in the new layers, assembled by the Global Heritage Fund, EarthWatch, and TransFair USA, that Google added to Google Earth's Global Awareness folder. 

In April, Google added a layer detailing the Darfur crisis to the Global Awareness folder, along with several other layers. The Darfur layer remains the only one turned on by default. 

Other layers in that folder -- the United Nations Environment Programme Atlas of Our Changing Environment, the World Wildlife Fund's Conservation Projects, Appalachian Mountaintop Removal, and Jane Goodall's Gombe Chimpanzee Blog -- must be manually selected before they're visible on Google Earth. 

Google also is offering nonprofits the opportunity to apply online for Google Earth Pro license grants. Google Earth Pro normally costs US$400. Organizations awarded a free license also receive additional technical support and the opportunity to have their work featured in the Google Earth Outreach Showcase, an online gallery of new Google Earth layers. 

"Google's mission is all about making information more accessible and useful," said Elliot Schrage, VP of global communications and public affairs, in a statement. "With programs like Google Earth Outreach, we seek to help create a 'marketplace of ideas' in the growing not-for-profit sector that rivals and complements what we offer commercial enterprises." 

The power of satellite imagery hasn't escaped nonprofit organizations. Earlier this month at the International Digital Earth Symposium, Amnesty International USA introduced a project called Eyes on Darfur designed to monitor vulnerable villages in Sudan and to deter violence there. 

Last week, Reuters reported that Air Force Lt. Gen. David Deptula, deputy chief of staff for intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance, saw online mapping software like Google Earth as a potential security threat, but acknowledged the technology could not be undone. 

Since Google Earth debuted in June, 2005, it has been downloaded more than 200 million times.

http://www.itnews.com.au/newsstory.aspx?CIaNID=55133&src=site-marq 

……………………………..

Asia Times Online, Hong Kong : Earth, wind, solar fire fuel India future

By Siddharth Srivastava 

NEW DELHI - There has been significant corporate movement to tap the alternative/renewable-energy situation in India. 

Last week, a report released by the United Nations Environment Program said global investment in renewable energy, especially solar, wind and biofuel, rose from US$80 billion in 2005 to $100 billion last year, with an especially high rate of growth in developing countries such as India, China and Brazil. Renewable-energy investments in developing countries accounted for 21% of the total. 

Biofuel

Recently, British bio-diesel major D1 Oil announced plans to expand operations in India. The company already has agreements with Mohan Breweries and Williamson Magor for jatropha (India's main bio-diesel weed) cultivation and processing. D1 already has 20,000 hectares of jatropha growing in four southern and central Indian states for Mohan Breweries. 

The potential of using jatropha for bio-diesel has also attracted Chinese interest in India. A 13-member Chinese delegation was in India recently to explore the possibility of cultivating the weed and exchanging technology. 

India's Reliance Industries has already bought large tracts of land in many states for jatropha cultivation, and wind-turbine producer Suzlon Energy Ltd has said it plans to enter the bio-diesel sector in the next four years. Others plunging into the bio-diesel pool include Indian Oil Corp, auto maker Mahindra & Mahindra, which is set to roll out its first biofuel vehicles by the end of the year, and Southern Online Bio Technologies, which has announced plans for a large bio-diesel production unit in Andhra Pradesh in an agreement with Lurgi Lift Sciences of Germany. 

However, the enthusiasm for a biofuel future is tempered with not-unfounded fears of jatropha cultivation competing for precious land traditionally devoted to edible agriculture. 

Others say India's biofuel drive has political acceptance because it will result in higher farm incomes. Examples of political favor for biofuel include New Delhi's plans to launch a nationwide biofuel promotion, with a special emphasis on jatropha, karanj and neem as plants that can be grown in wastelands and used as alternative sources of fuel to petroleum. 

Bio-diesel has also been exempted from excise duty, and a National Biofuel Development Board is planned. Federal Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar has also been promoting ethanol in the face of recent bumper crops and falling prices, both domestic and global. 

Solar and wind

California-based Signet Solar will invest US$2 billion over the next 10 years to set up three plants in India to manufacture solar photovoltaic (PV) cells. Currently, Moser Baer Photo Voltaic (MBPV) dominates Indian production of solar PV cells. 

Each of the Signet Solar plants will have an annual output of 300 megawatts, and the initial investment will be $150 million. 

The global photovoltaic market has seen high growth, and sales are expected to rise from the current $6 billion to $40 billion by 2010. 

Solar-energy efforts were also recently boosted when New Delhi finally announced long-awaited incentives for semiconductor use and manufacturing that include tax exemptions and subsidies. 

Taking advantage of the new semiconductor-incentive policy, MBPV announced that it would invest $250 million to expand its solar-cell-making capacity. MBPV is scheduled to ramp up its solar PV cell capacity to 200MW in 18 months from the current 40MW. International Finance Corp, a private-sector arm of the World Bank, recently forwarded a $22.5 million loan to MBPV to promote solar energy in India. 

Meanwhile, US wind-energy company AES Corp is exploring the possibility of building a wind-turbine manufacturing unit in India. "We are looking at a low-cost destination, and India fits into this category," AES executive vice president Mark Woodruff said. 

Several Indian state-run oil production, exploration and marketing companies are also investing in renewable-energy projects. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corp, Hindustan Petroleum Corp and Bharat Petroleum Corp are planning to set up 50-100MW wind-energy projects for captive use and may also sell any surplus power to third parties. 

India's state-run National Thermal Power is planning a joint venture with global equipment maker ABB to enter the wind-energy sector with plans for 1,000MW of renewable energy capacity over the next 10 years. 

Indian wind-energy major Suzlon has successfully concluded its acquisition bid for Germany's Repower Systems AG, and now controls more than three-quarters of votes in the Hamburg-based company. 

Suzlon also signed a contract for 400MW of wind-turbine capacity with PPM Energy of Portland, Oregon. "This agreement is Suzlon's single largest contract for wind-turbine capacity," said Suzlon.

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/IF28Df01.html 
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Bangkok Post : Golf courses are 'polluting the country'

With more golf courses springing up across the country every year, they are fast becoming a major source of toxic pollution and a prime cause of water shortages, academic and community leaders said yesterday. ''Large amounts of highly-toxic chemicals are also used to maintain special grass on fairways and greens. These fertilisers and pesticides are hazardous to both golf players, employees, and people living in nearby communities,'' said agricultural expert Wiwat Salyakamthorn, director of the Sufficiency Economy Foundation working on royal development projects. 

Bermuda grass, a species grown on golf courses, attracts hordes of insects and large amounts of pesticides are needed to maintain it, he said. 

Urea, a toxic chemical that can cause anaemia and osteoporosis among those exposed to it for long periods, is one of the major chemicals used on such courses, he told a forum on the environmental impact of golf courses held by the Thai Society for Environmental Journalists. 

Vast areas of farmland, fruit orchards, and green areas with abundant water resources had been sacrificed to make golf courses, he said. 

Maintenance requires vast amounts of water and when it rains, chemical-contaminated water from the golf courses is washed into natural water sources, said Mr Wiwat. 

According to his survey conducted five years ago, there were around 280 golf courses across the country, covering some 300,000 rai of land. That number has risen to around 300 today, he said. 

''Massive loss of biological resources and damage to ecosystems happens every time a new course is built,'' he said. 

Sakda Thongprasit, leader of the joint state-local Eastern Watershed Committee, said large amounts of water in the eastern provinces are used to feed the 40 or more golf courses in the region. 

''A lot of eastern farmers are facing water shortages, partly because the water is used to feed these courses. 

''Water should be mainly reserved for agriculture and community purposes rather than for wealthy golf course operators,'' he said 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/29Jun2007_news12.php
…………………………

The Brunei Times : 3R concept reiterated on World Environment Day

Wani Abdul Gapar, BERAKAS, 27-Jun-07

BE MORE environmentally conscious when going about your daily routines, the Minister of Development advised Bruneians yesterday. 

Pehin Orang Kaya Hamzah Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Hj Awg Abdullah Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Hj Bakar highlighted the issues of waste management and recycling during the launching ceremony of the World Environment Day (WED) 2007 at the ministry headquarters. 

In his speech, the minister pointed out the country's high rate of waste generation. "A ministry survey conducted in April 2005 showed that every inhabitant of this country produces about 1.4kg of waste daily," he said. 

This was in marked contrast with other countries such as Singapore, which only produced about 1.1kg of waste every day in the same year, although their population is significantly more than the nation's.

The 3R initiative Reduce, Reuse and Recycle is one of the ways to cope with the ever-increasing amount of rubbish generated by Brunei residents. 

Pehin Dato Hj Awg Abdullah added that research showed Brunei can potentially recycle as much as 38 per cent of the rubbish dump in Sungai Akar. "Less rubbish would significantly decrease the global warming level caused by decomposition and pollution, " he said. 

The 3R concept was also touched upon by the Director of Environment, Parks and Recreation, Awg Hj Mohd Zakaria Hj Sarudin, in his welcoming remarks. 

"One of the ways to handle waste management is through practising the 3R concept of 'reduce, reuse and recycle,"' he said. 

He acknowledged the issue of waste management is hardly interesting but remains a very critical matter that has to be managed appropriately.

The event to launch WED yesterday also gave recognition to participants in the recycling programme hosted by the Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation with the support of Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC), Daikyo Environmental Recycling Sdn Bhd, Mashor Waste Management and the High Commission of Canada. About 17 schools, two private companies and a government department involved in the drive to administer the recycling programme were given certificates of appreciation. 

One environmental officer told The Brunei Times that to impart the message that "awareness starts today", schools will be provided with recycling bins. The officer also emphasised on the importance of private sector involvement alongside that of the public sector. "Companies can help reduce the waste in the country (through recycling). It's a good move". 

He pointed out the example of the Empire Hotel and Country Club and HSBC bank branches, which will soon establish strategically-placed recycle bins. 

WED 2007 is held to stimulate and promote awareness among members of the society, especially the youth, in environmental endeavours, according to the ministry's official statement. Furthermore, through the event the ministry aims to "inculcate a sense of responsibility and care" and increasing public participation in conserving the environment. 

The Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation under the Ministry of Development has organised a series of special events focusing on promoting environmental awareness for school students and the public for this year's WED event, which bears the theme 'Climate Change Solutions - Environment Day Everyday!'.

This is part of the ministry's aims to educate students and the public about the urgent need to incorporate recycling as part of responsible living. It also intends to involve schools in transforming 'trash to treasure' through recycling. Also featured were video presentations by the Paduka Seri Begawan Sultan Science College and the Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajah Masna Secondary School.The Brunei Times 

http://www.bruneitimes.com.bn/details.php?shape_ID=34791 

…………………………………..

Brudirect.com : Transforming ‘Trash To Treasure’ Through Recycling

By P Marilyn 

Bandar Seri Begawan - World Environment Day 2007 was commemorated yesterday at the Ministry of Development with several activities lined up based on this year's theme "Climate Change Solutions - Environment Day Everyday!" It was organised by the Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation. 

The activities feature a series of special events focusing on environmental awareness for society and school students. 

Among one of the events is the "Recycling Drive", which was launched yesterday by the guest of honour, Pehin Orang Kaya I-Iamzah Pahlawan Dato 

Seri Setia Haji Awang Abdullah bin Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Haji Bakar, Minister of Development. 

The "Recycling Drive" is a programme that aims at educating students and the general public on the importance of recycling as part of our responsibilities towards the environment and entailing local participating schools to transform "trash to treasure" through recycling. 

The drive is hosted by the Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation with the support of Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC), Daikyo Environmental Recycling Sdn Bhd, Mashhor Waste Management and the High Commission of Canada. 

The Director of Environment, Parks and Recreation, Awg Haji Mohd Zakaria bin Haji Sarudin, in his welcoming address said attention has been drawn to focus on "littering", an irresponsible action that is happening in our everyday lives. This was in line with the theme and objectives of this year's World Environment Day. 

He added that littering is an issue that needs to be addressed appropriately, as it might result in a negative impact towards our health and our surrounding environment. An environmental friendly way to overcome littering is to practise the 3Rs – Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 

Amongst others, the World Environment Day event was held to inculcate a sense of responsibility and care towards conserving our environment; stimulate and promote awareness among members of the society, particularly the youth, in environmental endeavours; and to foster cooperation and promote participation among members of the society, private sector, schools and learning institutions in achieving environment initiatives. The event hoped to give a human face to environmental issues, empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development, promote an understanding that commitments are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues and advocate partnerships which will ensure that we all enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. 

Yesterday's event also saw the presentation of certificates, recycling bins, posters and t-shirts to 17 schools, two private companies and a government department that is currently running a programme to collect waste for recycling. -- Courtesy of The Brunei Times

http://www.brudirect.com/DailyInfo/News/Archive/June07/270607/nite09.htm 
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Brunei Direct : Cut Down Waste 

By P Marilyn 

Bandar Seri Begawan - The Minister of Development has called on all residents to cooperate and play a part in addressing waste management issues, failure of which could bring about a negative impact on the environment and to one's health. 

Pehin Orang Kaya Hamzah Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Ahdullah bin Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Haji Bakar spoke yesterday at the launch of the World Environment Day 2007 at the Ministry of Development. 

Research carried out by the Ministry of Development in April 2005 showed that every resident in the country produced waste at the rate of 1.4kg per day. 

This amount is high compared to other countries such as Singapore with a population ten times more than Brunei. In Singapore, the waste production rate is not more than 1.1 kg per person per day. 

According to the minister, one way to minimise this is through the 3R programme (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle), where almost 50 per cent of waste products such as paper, plastics and metal in 

Singapore are collected to be reused or recycled. 

Reduction, Reuse and Recycling of waste products will benefit the environment as it can help reduce the emission of methane gas from decomposition that has a high global wanning potential and also result in the reduction of air and land pollution. 

The minister also said that it has come to his attention that in Brunei the amount of plastic bags is used to a large extent in supermarkets and department stores, which should be reduced as a large proportion of it will not be reused and will be just thrown away. 

According to research, waste composition that is sent to the Sungai Akar disposal site showed an estimated 30,000 tonnes of plastic waste, 34,000 tonnes of paper and 7.560 tonnes of metal, which account for 38 per cent of the total waste products deposited every year that can be recycled. 

This ligure, however does not include 68,000 tonnes of organic waste products that decompose at the Sungai Akar waste disposal site every year. 

Based on reports provided by several local companies that collect waste products to he recycled, the local market price as of June 2007 for scrap metal is B$2,500 per tonne, $1,700 per tonne for aluminium, between 53,000-$7,000 per tonne for copper, up to $200 per tonne for plastic and $70 per tonne for paper. 

Waste products that are reused or recycled can help lower the amount of waste that is being collected. The government of His Majesty spends $6 to collect and dispose every tonne of waste materials. Waste that are not dumped and can be reused and recycled can help reduce this cost, said the minister. 

"The government will continue lo provide necessary support to agencies that wish to extend their services in this field snarl from providing land for the collection and process of waste materials for recycling, the government will also he organising activities to increase the public's awareness and participation to manage waste disposal in an environmentally friendly way. 

The minister noticed that of late, there have been a number of irresponsible residents involved in detrimental activities such as damaging and randalising public properties, for example, electric cables, road signs and drain covers to be sold to recycling agencies. 

Such behaviour is frowned upon and the minister urged these recycling agencies to make certain Mat products and materials that are sold to them are not stolen items. 

He also reminded these agencies not to be profit driven and that it is their responsibility to inform relevant authorities should they come across such stolen items. 

He also brought to attention some ignorant and irresponsible people that litter in public places, rivers and drains. 

-The Ministry of Development through the Environment, Parks and Recreation Department in cooperation with recycling companies will scion set up a level waste disposal recycling centres at residential areas in die nation. These programmes will only achieve its objectives with the support, participation and cooperation of the residents of this country." said the minister. -- Courtesy of Borneo Bulletin

http://www.brudirect.com/DailyInfo/News/Archive/June07/270607/nite01.htm 
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Somalia: thousands flee Mogadishu amid renewed violence, UN reports 

28 June - Escalating violence in Mogadishu this month has forced more than 3,500 people to flee the Somali capital in recent weeks, the United Nations refugee agency has reported. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also reported that only 123,000 of the estimated 401,000 civilians who fled the heavy fighting that raged in Mogadishu between February and May have returned to the capital, citing to figures compiled by the agency and its partners. 

Even as people continue leave Mogadishu, they are returning at nearly a tenfold rate. UNHCR said that while more than 3,500 people fled the city in June, an estimated 33,000 returned there in the same period. 

In another major new displacement development, UNHCR’s local partners report that some 10,000 people have fled violence between rival clans in and around the southern coastal city of Kismayo. 

Most of those unwilling to return to Mogadishu cite continuing insecurity at a time when daily acts of violence are rising despite claims by the Ethiopian-backed Transitional Federal Government (TFG) that it has defeated insurgent forces. 

“These people say they will not come back until Mogadishu is completely safe,” a UNHCR staff member reported from the capital. 

The latest fighting has left many civilians dead and injured from rocket attacks, roadside bombs and crossfire, the agency said. 

The UNHCR staffer said that some of the civilians who recently returned to the capital are leaving it once more because of the insecurity. “Others leave their neighbourhood to move to another part of the city because of persistent bomb explosions close to their homes, especially in the north of the city. They fear being caught in skirmishes,” he added. 

Some 250,000 Somalis who have resided on state property such as ministerial buildings, police stations or even electric power plants face the same threat. Some families had been living at such sites since fleeing their homes in 1991, when warlords overthrew President Mohammed Siad Barre before turning on each other. 

The TFG has to date evicted 2,000 people in order to restore the buildings to public use. “These families are lost, they can no longer access the place where they used to live and sometimes their houses have been already destroyed by the authorities,” said a local aid worker whose organization works with UNHCR. 

He said these vulnerable people needed water, food and shelter. Many of them also needed to find employment so that they could support their families. UNHCR has asked the TFG to halt the evictions and to help provide basic services and find alternative solutions for these displaced people. 

In his latest progress report on the situation in Somalia, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says the TFG’s efforts to secure key public institutions in Mogadishu are continuing to face significant resistance from remnants of the deposed Union of Islamic Courts and from various sub-clans of the Hawiye clan, which is dominant in the city. 

The rest of the country remains plagued by widespread banditry, lawlessness and intra-clan violence, he adds in the report, noting the situation is more volatile since tensions erupted again in the Puntland and Somaliland regions in April. 

He stresses that the UN system would continue its efforts to meet the serious humanitarian needs across the impoverished country. 

Mr. Ban met Somali Prime Minister Ali Mohamed Gedi yesterday, and his spokesperson said the Secretary-General was encouraged by Mr. Gedi’s assurance that plans are on track to start the National Reconciliation Congress next month. 

Mr. Ban said it was important for the Somali transitional government to reach out to opposition groups to ensure that Congress is as inclusive as possible, adding he pledged to encourage troop contributions and other support to the existing African Union mission in the country, known as AMISOM. 

Mr. Gedi also addressed the Security Council in a closed meeting this morning. 

Security Council urges support for Sierra Leone war crimes tribunal 

28 June - The Security Council today called on the international community to maintain its financial support of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), saying the war crimes tribunal needs more help to complete its efforts to bring to justice those responsible for the worst crimes during the country’s prolonged civil war. 

In a statement read out by Ambassador Johan Verbeke of Belgium, which holds the rotating Council presidency this month, the 15-member body reiterated its strong support for the UN-backed SCSL and the progress it has achieved so far. 

Earlier this month the trial of the notorious former Liberian president Charles Taylor began in The Hague, while last week the SCSL issued its first verdicts, finding three former rebel leaders guilty of multiple counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

“The Security Council particularly notes the contribution of the Special Court to strengthening stability in Sierra Leone and the subregion and bringing an end to impunity,” the statement said. 

The second international war crimes tribunal established in Africa, the SCSL was mandated to try those bearing the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian and Sierra Leonean law within Sierra Leone's borders after 30 November 1996. 

Mr. Verbeke said the Council recognized the Court’s efforts to meet its completion strategy, particularly as it moves towards its final stage of work now that trials are under way and verdicts are beginning to be handed down. 

“The Security Council emphasizes the vital need for further pledges of voluntary contributions in order to allow the Special Court to complete its mandate in a timely manner, and asks all United Nations Member States to consider making such pledges.” 

Re-opening of key Gaza border crossing welcomed by UN aid agency 

28 June - The United Nations agency tasked with helping Palestinian refugees today welcomed the opening of the Karni crossing point between Israel and the Gaza Strip, which has allowed 5,000 tons of wheat to reach Gaza. 

UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) spokesperson Chris Gunness said it was now crucial that Karni is permanently open and fully functional. 

“If we are to avoid total aid dependency for Gaza, we need to get commercial imports and exports moving,” Mr. Gunness said. 

UNRWA and other UN aid agencies have been warning that Gaza faces food shortages within weeks unless the border crossing points into Israel are re-opened after they were closed during the deadly intra-Palestinian fighting that erupted earlier this month. 

The Karni crossing is considered particularly vital as it used to handle 200 to 300 trucks each day and is the main commercial crossing between Gaza and Israel. 

The Erez crossing remains open to international agencies’ staff and to health referrals to Israel, while no interruptions have so far occurred along the Nahal Oz line, which supplies petrol, diesel and cooking gas to Gaza. But the Rafah crossing – the main crossing for people – has been closed since 10 June, and an estimated 5,000 Palestinians are waiting at the Egyptian border to return to their homes in Gaza. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said UN agencies are currently meeting the basic needs of the Gaza Strip’s estimated 1.4 million residents, with about 80 to 90 trucks carrying relief supplies able to enter the territory daily. 

But there is still a long way to go, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes said today. 

“Everyone is working hard on this and I welcome the news of our increased capacity to deliver urgently-needed aid in Gaza, but I cannot over-emphasize the importance of ensuring the resumption of full-scale supplies through the main crossing points and beginning to open up regular economic access too.” 

Since the crisis began in the Gaza Strip, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has reported that there are 100,000 additional recipients of food aid in the crowded territory. The Programme helps about 377,000 people in Gaza, while UNRWA provides food assistance to some 860,000 others there. 

Lebanon: UN Commander meets local authorities to strengthen community ties 

28 June - The Force Commander of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) today held an open meeting with local authorities from the towns and villages in the eastern sector of the mission’s area of operations as part of efforts to strengthen ties with communities. 

“UNIFIL’s role is to maintain peace and stability in the south and to improve the situation of the civilian population and protect them if there is an imminent threat of violence coming from any party,” Major-General Claudio Graziano told participants. 

“For those reasons, I consider the relationship between UNIFIL and the communities in the area of operation a high priority. It is essential that these relations are characterized by trust, confidence and mutual respect. “ 

He added that the recent terrorist attack which killed six UNIFIL peacekeepers would not deter them from carrying out their mission. “At this difficult moment I want to stress that all UNIFIL troops remain committed more then ever to its mission and resolve to implement the tasks mandated by the Security Council.” 

Today’s was the latest in a series of meetings Major-General Graziano has held with representatives from local authorities throughout southern Lebanon. Among those present were the Governor of Nabatiyeh, as well as the mayors and mukhtars of local towns and villages. In addition, members of parliament with constituencies in the areas, representatives of the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) and UNIFIL peacekeeping contingents deployed in the area also attended. 

At the start of the meeting, all present observed a minute of silence in memory of the six fallen peacekeepers from UNIFIL’s Spanish contingent who were killed in the terrorist attack on 24 June. 

Ballot distribution begins ahead of Timor-Leste elections – UN 

28 June - The UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) today reported that the distribution of ballot papers for this weekend’s parliamentary elections has begun in both the capital Dili and the main towns of the country’s 13 districts. 

Working in cooperation with the Timorese Secretariat for Electoral Administration, the ballot papers are being transported from Dili and other district capitals to the more than 700 polling stations and 520 polling centres by helicopters, vehicles and horses with porters. 

A total of 652,000 ballot papers will be distributed throughout the country and a reserve will be stored in all districts to deal with contingencies. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in a video message released ahead of the elections, called on candidates and their supporters “to react to the results in a peaceful manner, and to raise any concerns they may have about the process through the appropriate legal channels.” 

Mr. Ban recalled the recent success in the presidential elections of April and May. “I was moved by the graceful transfer of responsibility from the first President to his successor, through the freely expressed will of the people,” he said. 

He pledged the UN’s continued support for the Timorese as they “consolidate the foundations of democratic governance to ensure enduring stability and development.” 

The election is for 65 members of Parliament to serve five-year terms. 

Desertification could lead to mass migrations – UN study 

28 June - Governments must adopt strategies to mitigate the effects of desertification which are aggravated by climate change and could lead to mass migrations of tens of millions of people in the next decade, a new United Nations study cautioned today. 

One third of the global population – or about 2 billion people – are threatened by encroaching desertification. If no actions are taken, over the next 10 years roughly 50 million people, equivalent to the total number of people in South Africa or the Republic of Korea, are in danger of being displaced. 

Experts from the UN University (UNU) said that the loss of soil productivity and the degradation of nature threaten international stability, and appealed to governments to take an integrated approach to tackling issues concerning desertification, climate change and poverty reduction. 

“It is imperative that effective policies and sustainable agricultural policies be put in place to reverse the decline of dry lands,” said Hans van Ginkel, Under-Secretary-General and UNU Rector. 

Countries must bolster efforts regarding land use policy to bring an end to overgrazing, over-exploitation, trampling and unsustainable irrigation practices, he added. 

The study – which is based on the input of 200 experts from 25 countries and was presented at UN Headquarters in New York today – observed that policy decisions are often made in isolation, with potentially counterproductive results. 

“Some forces of globalization, while striving to reduce economic inequality and eliminate poverty, are contributing to worsening desertification,” said Professor Ginkel. 

In addition, the formulation of policies to combat desertification “has been hindered by the lack of concrete data about rates and extent of desertification,” said Zafar Adeel, lead author of the study and Director of UNU’s International Network on Water, Environment and Health. 

“We must, as the global international community interested in desertification, put monitoring and assessment at the top of our policy agenda.” 

The analysis recommends that governments create financial incentives for those who use dry land to preserve and maintain their ecosystems and better educate local populations and policymakers who often do not have a good understanding of the basic concepts of dry lands and desertification. 

Least developed countries most vulnerable to climate change – UN official 

28 June - Efforts must be intensified to assist the world’s least developed countries and small island developing States, the most vulnerable nations in the world to the impact of climate change, a top United Nations official said today. 

“The UN debate on climate change will lose credibility if the concerns of these countries are sidelined or marginalized,” Anwarul Chowdhury, High Representative for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), told reporters in New York. 

Mr. Chowdhury, whose last day in his position is this Saturday, launched a new study entitled “Climate Change Report 2007,” which was presented to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon this morning. 

While acknowledging that the report is neither academic nor scientific, he said he hoped it would spur interest among the media and support groups to advocate on behalf of these countries and raise awareness of the obstacles LDCs and SIDS face. 

Aside from the environmental effects, the report said that climate change impacts LDCs and SIDS in the economic, human and social cultural realms as well. 

Reduced rainfall and prolonged droughts could lead to dwindling water supplies, while subsistence agriculture, on which these countries depend heavily, will be harmed by increased tropical cyclones, droughts and loss of soil fertility. Coastal flooding, droughts and disease could also force many people out of their homes. 

Due to their limited financial and technical resources, high rates of poverty and – in the case of the SIDS – small size, these countries are not as adept at adapting to climate change, noted the report. 

At the global level, the study recommended that these countries be provided adequate financial and technical support to better deal with climate change and that partnerships with international organizations be established to aid LDCs and SIDS. 

Meanwhile, the report suggested that at the national level, these countries demand that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) publish a report specific to their situation. 

Myanmar agrees to address situation of children with UN – envoy 

28 June - Wrapping up a five-day official visit to Myanmar, the United Nations envoy for children and armed conflict today its Government has agreed to name an official to deal with the plight of the country’s young in cooperation with the UN. 

“This visit is a beginning in seeking to address some of the important issues relating to child protection in Myanmar,” said Radhika Coomaraswamy. 

In her talks with authorities, including acting Prime Minister Thein Sein, she explained the framework of the 2005 Security Council resolution which established a mechanism to monitor grave violations by both Governments and insurgents, focusing especially on crimes, including recruiting child soldiers in violation of international instruments. 

In response, the Government agreed to name a high-level official from the South-East Asian nation to liaise with the UN Country Team and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on all matters pertaining to children and armed conflict. 

“The Government responded favourably to an on-going dialogue with the United Nations,” Ms. Coomaraswamy said during her visit. 

The Special Representative held a working session with the Government’s Committee for the Prevention of Military Recruitment of Underage Children, at which it was decided that Myanmar would create an action plan in collaboration with UNICEF. This new scheme would undertake the reintegration of children, and the Ministry of Defence would regularly organize trainings on protecting children during conflict. 

She met with the United Wa State Army, a non-State party, urging them to cooperate with the UN to cease recruitment of child soldiers and develop a reintegration programme. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report on the situation of children and armed conflict in Myanmar – scheduled to be released later this year – will include information collected and verified by the UN Task Force. 

“This report will provide us with a clearer understanding of the situation of children affected by the conflict in Myanmar,” Ms. Coomaraswamy said. 

Oman sanctuary first site to be removed from UNESCO’s World Heritage List 

28 June - The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today took the unprecedented step of removing the Arabian Oryx Sanctuary in Oman – home to the rare antelope – from its World Heritage List due to what the agency deemed as the country’s failure to fulfil its conservation obligations with regard to the site. 

The World Heritage Committee, which is currently holding its annual meeting in Christchurch, New Zealand, deleted the Sanctuary – which had been on the List since 1994 – because of Oman’s decision to reduce the size of the protected area by 90 per cent, contravening the guidelines of UNESCO’s 1972 World Heritage Convention. 

In 1996, the population of the Arabian Oryx in the site was at 450 but it has since dwindled to 65 with only about four breeding pairs – mainly due to poaching and habitat degradation – thus “making its future viability uncertain,” according to a press release issued by the agency. 

The Committee decided that the reduction in the size of the Sanctuary would “destroy the value and integrity of the property,” which is also home to other endangered species including the Arabian Gazelle and houbara bustard – a large bird prized in the region. 

Also today, the Committee inscribed 15 new sites on the List including Japan’s Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, Turkmenistan’s Parthian Fortresses of Nisa, the Sydney Opera House in Australia, India’s Red Fort Complex, the Mehmed Paša Sokolovic Bridge of Višegrad (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Rideau Canal (Canada), the historic centre of Bordeaux, Port of the Moon (France), the Old Town of Corfu (Greece), and Lavaux vineyard terraces (Switzerland). 

Also added were the Richtersveld Cultural and Botanical Landscape (South Africa), Twyfelfontein rock carvings (Namibia), the Kaiping Diaolou and Villages (China) and Samarra Archaeological City (Iraq), which was also placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 

In addition, Teide National Park (Spain) and Primeval Beech Forests of the Carpathian (Slovakia, Ukraine) were added as natural sites, and the Ecosystem and Relict Cultural Landscape of Lopé-Okanda (Gabon) was inscribed as a mixed - cultural and natural - site. 

The Committee also decided to approve the extension of the natural site of Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn, (Switzerland). 

The Committee also approved a request from Poland to change the name of Auschwitz on the World Heritage List to “Auschwitz-Birkenau” with the subtitle “German Nazi Concentration and Extermination Camp (1940-1945).” 

In a statement issued following its decision, the Committee said that the remains of the two camps of Auschwitz I and Auschwitz II-Birkenau, as well as its Protective Zone, were placed on the List as evidence of the “inhumane, cruel and methodical effort to deny human dignity to groups considered inferior, leading to their systematic murder.” 

The World Heritage List includes 848 properties forming part of the cultural and natural heritage which the World Heritage Committee considers as having “outstanding universal value.” 

UN’s Iraq envoy pledges full support for constitutional review process 

28 June - The senior United Nations envoy to Iraq today pledged the world body’s full support for the country’s constitutional review process. 

During talks with the Chair of the Constitutional Review Committee, Humam Hamoudi, and Deputy Chair Ayad al-Samaraie, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, reiterated his earlier commendation of the panel’s work “and the professional and constructive problem-solving approach it adopted,” according to a news release from the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI). 

Mr. Qazi reaffirmed the UN’s willingness to continue assisting the Committee in reviewing outstanding technical issues, drawing on its international experience and knowledge of best practice in comparable situations, UNAMI said. 

The envoy also emphasized that the UN is firmly committed to assisting in the implementation of the constitution and any approved amendments, noting that its technical and advisory role is always carried out at the request of the Government. 

The Committee has already advanced proposals on the distribution of powers and in principle on the national collection and fair sharing of oil revenues, UNAMI said in a news release at the weekend. Issues still meriting consideration relate to Iraq’s federal architecture and to the Constitution’s Human Rights Chapter. 

The Committee is working to forge an agreement that can be put to the Iraqi people for their endorsement. 

In another development, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) has published a 1,000-page plus Compendium of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction (WMD) programmes, with the exception of the nuclear programme, on its website. 

Work on the lengthy document began in late 2004 and the Compendium details the country’s chemical and biological warfare programmes and associated delivery systems as known to UN inspectors. 

The Compendium also gives describes UN efforts to map and verify the true extent and nature of Iraq’s activities. 

UNMOVIC, established by a December 1999 Security Council resolution, inherited from the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) the task of verifying Iraq’s compliance with its obligation to renounce WMD. 

UN honours Iraq envoy slain in 2003 Baghdad terror attack 

28 June - The United Nations today honoured the late Sergio Vieira de Mello with the unveiling in Geneva of a bronze likeness of the 30-year Brazilian veteran of many United Nations peacekeeping operations who was killed during a terrorist attack while on assignment in Iraq. 

On 19 August 2003, Mr. Vieira de Mello – who was serving as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Iraq at the time – and 21 other colleagues lost their lives when UN headquarters in the country was bombed. 

The bust, which is a gift from Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and created by world-famous Georgian artist and philanthropist Zurab Tseretelli, rests upon a base which carries the names of Mr. Vieira de Mello’s colleagues who lost their lives in the attack. 

Former Secretary-General Kofi Annan presided over the ceremony, which was also attended by Louise Arbour, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, survivors of the bombing, family members of victims, representatives from the UN as well as non-Governmental organizations (NGOs), and diplomats. 

Swiss authorities supplied the landscaping of the memorial in the grounds in front of the Palais Wilson. 

Mr. Vieira de Mello also served as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, a post to which he was appointed in 2002. Prior to that, he was the UN Transitional Administrator in East Timor after having briefly held the position of Special Representative for Kosovo. He had extensive Headquarters and field experience in humanitarian and peacekeeping operations, including in Bangladesh, Sudan, Cyprus, Mozambique, Peru and Lebanon. 

“Those who killed him have committed a crime, not only against the United Nations but against Iraq itself,” Mr. Annan said shortly after Mr. Vieira de Mello’s death. 

“The death of any colleague is hard to bear, but I can think of no one we could less afford to spare, or who would be more acutely missed throughout the UN system, than Sergio,” said the then-Secretary-General. “Throughout his career he has been an outstanding servant of humanity, dedicated to relieving the suffering of his fellow men and women, helping them to resolve their conflicts and rebuild their war-torn societies.” 

IAEA to help China and Qatar on nuclear security

28 June - The United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has made plans with China and Qatar to help the two countries in developing their nuclear security regimes. 

The ‘practical arrangements’ signed with China and Qatar cover activities which are part of a broader plan to help countries in improving their nuclear security regimes. The plan aims to achieve improved worldwide security of nuclear and other radioactive material. 

According to the terms of the arrangements, announced in a news release, the IAEA will advise the two countries on physical protection measures for nuclear facilities and will help to provide equipment for the prevention and detection of criminal acts involving nuclear and other radioactive material. 

The arrangements also include the possibility for the IAEA to provide nuclear security consultation, advisory missions, training and assistance in response to nuclear or radiological security incidents if requested. 

In addition, the Agency will help the China Atomic Energy Authority to work together to enhance nuclear security arrangements for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 

In 2004 the Agency assisted Greece with a nuclear security plan for the Athens Olympic Games. More recently, the IAEA signed an arrangement with Brazil relating to the security of the 15th Pan-American Games taking place in Rio de Janeiro next month. 

Uncertainty hindering management of marine genetic resources, UN meeting told 

28 June - Uncertainty on how to deal with marine genetic resources beyond national jurisdictions is restricting research and utilization of such resources, several experts have told a United Nations meeting taking place this week at UN Headquarters in New York. 

At the annual meeting of the UN informal consultations on oceans and the law of the sea, Sam Johnston, a senior researcher at UN University, told participants that the current lack of clear rules was slowing down research and use of such resources. It created uncertainty for industry, hampered information exchange among scientists and held back government efforts to negotiate arrangements on sharing the benefits deriving from such resources. 

Lisa Speer, of the Natural Resources Defence Council, said the legal system has fallen behind managing areas beyond national jurisdiction and called for a new implementing agreement of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea on the management of genetic resources in these areas. 

Timothy Hodges, Co-Chair of the Convention on Biological Diversity’s Working Group on Access and Benefit-Sharing, said the institutional framework for marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction was poorly understood and governance structures were under debate. 

There was a high potential of monetary and non-monetary wealth to be derived from such resources and the outcome could be “a win-win situation,” he said, especially if the capacity-building needs of indigenous and coastal communities were met and their knowledge was recognized. 

Philippines’ delegate Emma Sarne said that while bioprospecting – or research and development related to marine genetic resources – for academic research was beneficial, if the materials were subsequently patented to foreign investors, the country of origin could lose control over its own marine genetic resources. 

The experts recommended regulations that are practical and enforceable, set out liabilities and responsibilities among all interested parties, allow work to proceed and encourage collaboration. The goal should be to facilitate access and to ensure legal certainty for scientists and bioprospectors, while retaining coastal state involvement. 

The informal consultations will conclude tomorrow, with the expected adoption of agreed elements feeding into the General Assembly’s resolution on the law of the sea and sustainable fisheries. 

Liberian refugees return home in first airlift from Burkina Faso – UN 

28 June - A diverse group of over 50 Liberian refugees returned home this week on the first air repatriation of Liberians from Burkina Faso, according to the United Nations refugee agency, which organized the effort. 

Those who returned, including students, tailors, professional soccer players, musicians, artists and restaurant owners, boarded an aircraft of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) on Tuesday in Ouagadougou and flew to Monrovia, just ahead of the planned end of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) repatriation programme. 

The returnees, many of whom had been in exile since the start of the Liberian civil war in late 1989, were accompanied by UNHCR staff members and Liberian refugee officials. They will each receive a return package of food for four months and supplies such as kitchen sets, buckets, mats and plastic sheeting, the agency said. 

The returnees will also get a transportation allowance to help them get home, where they will be offered vocational training if needed, but UNHCR said in a news release that many of the returnees have skills that they have used in exile and which could be helpful in rebuilding a country devastated by years of war and destruction. 

Hundreds of thousands of Liberian refugees fled their country during the civil war, which ended in 2003. To date, over 103,500 of them have returned home with UNHCR help and many more have made their own way back. 

UN-backed drive aims to protect 2 million Zambian children from measles 

28 June - The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO) are gearing up for up for a vaccination campaign that aims to protect 2 million children in Zambia from measles. 

The drive, which will be held from 9 to 14 July, involves nearly 9,000 vaccinators and volunteers, still has a $500,000 shortfall in its $3 million budget, said the agencies, which have provided over $2 million for the effort. 

In addition to providing measles vaccines to over 2 million children, the campaign includes Vitamin A supplementation – to boost immunity – and de-worming Mebendazole tablets. 

In her address at last week’s measles campaign advocacy meeting in Lusaka, WHO Representative in Zambia, Dr. Stella Anyangwe, pointed out that measles can be prevented with a simple vaccine which costing less than a dollar per child. “It is therefore unpardonable to allow the disease to continue to kill, to sicken and to disable our children,” she said. 

Also speaking at the advocacy meeting, UNICEF Zambia Deputy Representative, Elspeth Erickson, stressed the need to reach out to every child in the targeted age group with the measles vaccine. 

“It is a travesty that globally measles is still one of the major causes of childhood illness and a leading cause of child death in many developing countries, despite the fact that a safe vaccine has been available for many decades. We need to ensure that every child in Zambia is vaccinated against measles,” she said. 

UNICEF calls for awareness-raising measures to stem spread of HIV in Iran 

28 June - A senior official from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) currently in Iran has called for maximum efforts to prevent HIV and AIDS from becoming a general epidemic in the country. 

“I am very impressed by Iran’s social programme and in particular the country’s approach to health issues,” said Omar Abdi, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, on Wednesday. 

“Iran’s experience in these fields can serve as a useful model for other countries and could be central for increased south-south cooperation on social issues.” 

At the same time, the official, who is in Iran for the first time on a two-day visit, called for more action on the prevention of HIV and AIDS. Touring a prevention project in Yaftabad, Western Tehran, where UNICEF supports peer outreach education for adolescents who are at risk of contracting the disease, he called for particular attention to the needs of the young. 

“Children must be at the forefront of the fight against AIDS. Around the world, millions of children are missing parents, siblings, schooling, health care, basic protection and many other fundamentals of childhood because of the toll AIDS is taking on their societies,” he said, adding that UNICEF is working to spread information about prevention. 

Christian Salazar, the agency’s Representative in Iran, said that UNICEF Iran was advocating for a broad-based awareness-raising programme on HIV/AIDS prevention among young people. 

“We are partnering with the media, celebrities and religious leaders in the country to inform young people of how to protect themselves from HIV/AIDS. But another key ally in these efforts are young people themselves – through peer-to-peer education, they can be the most effective proponents of behaviour change,” he said. 

In Iran, UNICEF activities in the field of HIV and AIDS prevention include seminars and conferences with government officials and civil society representatives as well as high-level advocacy efforts by the UNICEF Representative. 

Peer education programmes are also part of the effort, including the “expansion of adolescent friendly-service centres that provide information on health and life skills in a youth-friendly manner,” UNICEF said in a news release. 

Iran currently has some 14,500 officially registered HIV/AIDS cases, representing 0.16 per cent of the population. 

During his visit, Mr. Abdi is also scheduled to meet key Iranian officials, including the Head of the Expediency Council and former Iranian President, Ayatollah Hashemi Rafsanjani, Minister of Health and Medical Education Kamran Bagheri Lankarani, and the Deputy for Legal and International Affairs of the Foreign Ministry, Sayed Abbas Araghchi, UNICEF said. 

UN-Real Madrid agreement helps refugee children in Panama 

28 June - An agreement between the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Real Madrid Foundation has paved the way for nearly a dozen refugee children to attend school and sports activities in Panama. 

The accord opened the doors of the “City of Knowledge,” a group of several prestigious universities and schools built on the site of Panama’s last United States naval base, which closed in 1999. They include the School for Sports Education and Social Integration, which was opened by the Real Madrid Foundation last year to teach football and provide a rounded education for hundreds of Panamanian youngsters. 

Eleven refugee children in Panama City joined more than 500 other students aged between 5 and 18 who joined the school this year, UNHCR said in a news release. 

“Of course we want to train good players, but we also want to give the kids a chance to develop their full potential as human beings,” explained the school’s technical director, former Real Madrid player Angel Pérez. 

Tuition at the School for Sports Education and Social Integration is free for refugee children and the school also pays for transport, uniforms and two meals a day. 

“Football brings people together; this is a very good way for young refugees to get to know other children,” said UNHCR Representative in Panama Jose Euceda, adding that the Government was very supportive of the project. 

“Children can feel very isolated when they reach a new country and often they are at risk of being marginalized, so the Real Madrid school really helps them a lot,” he added. 

The Real Madrid Foundation runs similar schools in Chile, Bolivia, El Salvador and Ecuador and is planning to open several more in other American countries. UNHCR said it hopes to “extend its collaboration with the Foundation to give more young refugees a chance to fulfil their potential.”
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

**Guest at Noon 
Good afternoon all.  Our guest at the noon briefing today is Anwarul Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, who will launch the Climate Change Report 2007.  Copies of the report are available in this room. 

**Security Council 
The Security Council heard from the Prime Minister of the Transitional Federal Government of Somalia, Ali Mohamed Gedi, in a closed meeting this morning.  The Prime Minister will also give a press briefing in this room at 2:15 this afternoon.

The Security Council has now finished the private meeting and is just beginning consultations, with a view to a formal meeting, on the Special Court for Sierra Leone.

** Somalia
The Secretary-General’s latest report on Somalia is out as a document today.  In it, the Secretary-General gives an update on the UN role in support of the intra-Somali negotiations to convene a national reconciliation congress, which is now planned for 15 July.  He also notes that efforts by the Transitional Federal Government to secure and establish key State institutions in the capital Mogadishu continue to face significant resistance from remnants of the deposed Union of Islamic Courts and various sub-clans of Mogadishu’s dominant Hawiye clan.  Security in the rest of the country, meanwhile, remains volatile due to widespread banditry, lawlessness and intra-clan violence, a situation made even more volatile by the eruption in April of tensions between the Puntland and Somaliland regions. 

Condemning the deadly attacks against AU peacekeepers in Somalia, the Secretary-General also deplores continued deterioration of both the security and humanitarian conditions, which has led some 400,000 people between February and late April to flee Mogadishu and the south-central regions.  Increased insecurity, meanwhile, has caused another 3,500 people to flee the capital this month, adds the UN Refugee Agency in a press release issued earlier today.  The Agency says another 10,000 people are also reported to have fled the town of Kismayao due to violence between rival clans.

And both the UN report and the UNHCR press release are available upstairs.

**Secretary-General’s Meeting with Somalia’s Prime Minister
The Secretary-General met yesterday with the Prime Minister of Somalia, Mr. Ali Mohamed Gedi, and was encouraged by the Prime Minister’s assurances that plans are on track to begin the National Reconciliation Congress next month.  The Secretary-General said it was important for the Government to reach out in an effort to ensure that the Congress is inclusive.  The Secretary-General pledged to do his part to encourage troop contributions and other support to the African Union mission, AMISOM, which has a critical role to play in establishing security in the country.  He also expressed concern about the humanitarian situation and urged greater cooperation with the humanitarian community working in Somalia.

This is the readout that some of you have asked for about the meeting yesterday.

** Sudan
As you’ll recall, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hèdi Annabi yesterday told reporters, after his briefing to the Security Council, that a troop contributors’ meeting has been scheduled for Friday to discuss the African Union-United Nations hybrid operation for Darfur. 

The Security Council President, meanwhile, said that a draft resolution authorizing the hybrid force was expected to be introduced in the days to come.

And, we have today’s update compiled by the UN Mission in Sudan.  On Darfur, the report mentions a new influx of internally displaced persons at a camp in South Darfur and a grenade explosion in a camp in West Darfur, which killed a six-year-old boy and severely injured at least four other people.

** Gaza
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) welcomed the opening today of the Karni crossing point between Israel and the Gaza Strip, which allowed 5,000 tonnes of wheat to pass through.  The Agency said it is crucial that Karni remains open on a permanent basis, and continues to be fully functional.  UNRWA Spokesman Chris Gunness said: “If we are to avoid total aid dependency for Gaza, we need to get commercial imports and exports moving.”

According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the UN agencies are meeting the basic needs of the Palestinian residents of the Gaza Strip at present.  As of today, they are getting an average 80 to 90 trucks of relief supplies into the territory daily.  We will soon have a press release with more on this.

Meanwhile, UNRWA says its summer programme for children in Gaza is well under way.  Nearly 200,000 children are expected to participate in a broad range of recreational and educational activities as part of UNRWA’s “summer games”.

** Lebanon
The Force Commander of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), Major-General Claudio Graziano, today held an open meeting with local authorities from the towns and villages in the eastern sector of UNIFIL’s area of operations, with the aim of strengthening relations with the local communities.  

Graziano added that the recent terrorist attack against UNIFIL peacekeepers would not deter them from carrying out their mission, adding that all UNIFIL troops remain committed more than ever to their mission.

We have a press release upstairs with more information.

**Timor-Leste
The UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste says that the distribution of ballot papers for this weekend’s parliamentary elections has begun in both the capital Dili and the main town of the country’s 13 districts.  This is being done by the UN in cooperation with the Timorese Secretariat for Electoral Administration.  

The Mission says that the ballot papers will be transported from Dili and other district capitals to the 708 polling stations and 520 polling centres by helicopters, vehicles and horses with porters on 29 June.  A total of 652,000 ballot papers will be distributed throughout the country, and a reserve will be stored in all districts to deal with emergencies.  

** Iraq
On Iraq, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) has now published on its website its compendium of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction programmes.  It’s a more than 1,000-page document that provides a detailed account of Iraq’s chemical and biological warfare programmes and associated delivery systems, as well as UN efforts to map and verify the true extent and nature of Iraq’s activities. 

The lessons learned chapter of this compendium represents the views of the inspectors themselves, and highlights the difficulties faced by inspectors and many of the strengths and weaknesses of the UN inspection system.

For your information, the site is www.unmovic.org.

**Desertification 
This afternoon, the United Nations University is presenting a new report, which calls desertification –- exacerbated by climate change -– an imminent threat to international stability.

According to the study, within the next 10 years, 50 million people could be at risk of displacement due to severe desertification.  The report calls on Governments to overhaul their agriculture and other land use policies.  

The United Nations University’s report is being presented at the panel in Conference Room 2, at 3 p.m.  We also have more information in a press release upstairs.

** Myanmar  

The Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy, will conclude her five-day visit to Myanmar tomorrow.  During her visit, the Special Representative met with the acting Prime Minister, as well as other ministers and senior officials.  She said that the Government responded favourably to engaging in an ongoing dialogue with the UN. 

And you can find a full press release on that upstairs.

**World Heritage List
For the first time ever, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) has decided today to remove a site from its World Heritage List. 

The Arabian Oryx Sanctuary –- which is home to rare antelope -– has been deleted from the list because of Oman’s decision to reduce the size of the protected area by 90 per cent and proceed to hydrocarbon prospecting.  The World Heritage Committee sees this as destroying the outstanding universal value of the site, which was inscribed in 1994.

The World Heritage Committee, which is meeting this week in New Zealand, also added more than a dozen sites to their list today, such as the Sydney Opera House and the old town of Corfu. 

And we have press releases on this upstairs from UNESCO.

**Tourism 
According to the UN World Tourism Organization (WTO), China is expected to become the world’s third most popular tourist destination by 2008.  China attracted 49.6 million tourists last year.

The WTO says that France, Spain and the United States are currently the world’s top three tourist destinations, but that China was neck-and-neck with the US last year.

**Sergio Vieira de Mello
A ceremony is taking place tonight in Geneva to honour former top UN envoy in Iraq and High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello.  He was killed, along with 21 colleagues, in a bombing of the UN’s Baghdad Headquarters in August 2003.

**Fourth of July Tickets 
Finally, for those of you who want to watch the Fourth of July fireworks at UN Headquarters next week, the Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit says that, as they traditionally do, they will provide tickets for entry into the building, which you can get from their office starting at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.  Tickets, as always, will be available on a first-come, first-served basis, with a limit of two tickets per customer.

This is all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Just to go back to that letter that was written by the two members of the presidency.  Does the Secretary-General consider, since that was written by only two members of the Bosnian presidency, that that was actually the letter written by representatives of the Bosnian State?

Spokesperson:  It was a letter written by only two members of the Government.  The Secretary-General would respond if it was a letter signed by all three of them. 

Question:  Okay. Is the Secretary-General, or are you, avoiding to comment on this any more, because the ongoing issue of the lawsuit of the NGO Mother of Srebrenicaagainst the UN?

Spokesperson:  No, there is no ongoing issue there.  As you know, we have taken a very strong position on that and there is no ongoing issue.

Question:  And if I may, just one more follow-up: Does the Secretary-General believe and think that he is doing really enough using even thisopportunity, the ruling of the International Court of Justice, to apply lessons learned in Rwanda and Srebrenica?

Spokesperson:  I didn’t get your question.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General think that he is doing really enough by using the International Court of Justice ruling on genocide in Srebrenica to apply all lessons learned in Srebrenica and Rwanda?

Spokesperson:  I think… the position of the Secretary-General on acts of genocide has been a very clear one, and I think he has articulated that position in several previous positions.  So I don’t think there is any doubt here that the Secretary-General would do anything within his power to enforce those decisions.  As you know, those are judicial decisions.

Question:  Just one more: If there would be a private letter from any current organization from Bosnia, would the Secretary-General feel that he would respond, and does he have an obligation to publish this letter as a document?

Spokesperson:  No, he does not, he does not. 

Question:  Any comments, reaction to Mark Malloch Brown’s appointment as Junior Minister in Mr. Gordon Brown’s cabinet?

Spokesperson:  Well, the Secretary-General is going to work of course with the new Government.  As you know, he is going on a trip to London during the next two weeks, at the end of the next two weeks, and of course he will work with Mark Malloch Brown, like he works with all members of the Government.

Question:  Do you have a confirmation for the story in the New York Times about Mr. [Serge] Brammertz’s appointment as the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, and who is going to be next after him in case he takes the job? 

Spokesperson:  Well, I just got the information.  Mr. Brammertz’ contract was recently extended until 31 December.  Until then, he will be heading the International Independent Investigation Commission for Lebanon.  Ms. [Carla] Del Ponte’s current contract is due to expire on 15 September.  The selection of her replacement as the prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia will be decided by the Security Council upon recommendations from the Secretary-General.  As of today, the Council has not taken any such decision, and neither has it been seized of the matter.  So I think this answers, maybe, your question.

Question:  Does this mean that the report is wrong?  The report says that Mr. Brammertz accepted the job.

Spokesperson:  I cannot speak for the sources that this article had, I can just tell you what I know.  

Question:  Just to ask whether the Secretary-General took any position on who is going to replace…  Does he have his favourite choice? 

Spokesperson:  Not at this point.  I cannot confirm any choices made.

Question:  Regarding the announcement of UNMOVIC and its website:  It has been determined that there are no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.  Is this an exercise to justify the invasion of Iraq now again by the United Nations?

Spokesperson:  No, these are just the ends of regular reports you have been getting, you know.  Look at the site and you will see.

Question:  Why was this done now? 

Spokesperson:  It is just a follow-up to reports made.  And I always keep you abreast of reports that are made. 

Question:  But this website that…

Spokesperson:  The website was there before.  It didn’t come into being today or… 

Question:  Has it been updated with new information about Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction?

Spokesperson:  It is always updated.

Question:  What response is coming from the Middle East, from Arab countries.  That did not welcome at all the appointment of Mr. [Tony] Blair as Quartet envoy.  What are the comments of Mr. Ban Ki-moon on that?  And also, why didn’t we hear remarks on the Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip yesterday? 

Spokesperson:  On the first question, you know, we will not comment on opinions expressed about this, of course not.  I already read to you what was the position of the Quartet on the nomination of Mr. Blair.  That is as far as I will go.  On the second question, which would you specify…
Question:  Yes, on the Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip and the result of killing about eight or ten Palestinians: What are the remarks of Mr. Ban Ki-moon on that?

Spokesperson:  We don’t have anything specific on that today, but it is something we are following very closely, and we have been regularly giving reactions to events in the region.  There is nothing really… you know, we don’t have any update on this today.

Question:  So, it is not an escalation?  Israelis shooting 13 Palestinians in Gaza, that is not something worth commenting on, you think?

Spokesperson:  I am not saying that, I never said that. I just said that we have been commenting… that we have been following closely the situation over there.  As you know, the UN is very much present there in the area, and, periodically, we do report different situations to you and give reactions of the Secretary-General to the situation.  The fact that he is concerned is obvious, with all the phone calls that he is making on a daily basis on the situation in the Middle East.

Question:  Hamas in the Gaza Strip has been calling for resuming a national dialogue with Fatah and President [Mahmoud] Abbas.  What is the reaction of Mr. Ban Ki-moon to this?  Is he for isolating Hamas in the Gaza Strip, or does he encourage this national dialogue for the integrity of the Palestinian people?

Spokesperson:  As you know, the position has always been a two-State solution with the Palestinian State and the Israeli State.  The position has always been clear.  What else would you like me to say?

Question:  Would he encourage such a dialogue between Hamas and…?

Spokesperson:  He certainly would encourage a dialogue between Hamas and Fatah, definitely.

Question:  I don’t remember exactly what happened at the end, but at the end of the last year there was a drive to enact a law against former UN officials doing business with the UN in all sorts of governmental and private capacities.  Do you know about that?

Spokesperson:  I am not aware of that, but I will try to get to information to know whether such a decision was taken. 

[The Spokesperson later said that the policy approved last year applies solely to procurement transactions.]

Question:  Benni is right.  There was a proposal made by the outgoing Under-Secretary-General  [inaudible] that that should be the case.  And as a follow-up to the Palestinian… Yesterday, I had asked you specifically about these 12 Palestinians killed by Israeli forces.  You said that you would come back with a reaction.  There is no reaction.  Whenever something else happens, there is an immediate reaction.

Spokesperson:  No, that is not true.  We have, let’s face it, we have a number of situations like this that occur daily.  We try to react periodically to them.  You asked me a question the other day about Afghanistan.  But I cannot have a statement everyday about something happening in Afghanistan, everyday about something happening in the Middle East… It is not that it is not important.  It is followed very closely by the Secretariat.  And all those issues are followed on a daily basis.  The concern is there and the concern is periodically expressed.  But we don’t react to every single event that takes place. 

Question:  Another region –- to see if this is followed closely -- in Brazil in Rio, the Government went into a neighbourhood and 19 people were killed in the last 24 hours.  I am wondering, is Brazil, and incidents like that, something that the UN tracks, followed closely?

Spokesperson:  Of course.  You know, it is a national issue, but the UN does follow closely there what happens, yes, of course.

Question:  Which end of the UN?

Spokesperson:  Political Affairs follows that.

Question:  Yesterday, the Fifth Committee voted on the Department of Peacekeeping Operations restructuring.  Ashraf had read one thing out, but the proposal of Ban Ki-moon to have procurement move into the Department of Field Service did not take place.  Previously, he had said he had no comment until it is done.  Does he have any reaction to the vote?  Is he satisfied?

Spokesperson:  It will be done, tomorrow, when the GA votes on it.

Question:  Did the Secretary-General and the Security Council receive the letter from Prime Minister [Fouad] Siniora asking for the renewal of the mandate of UNIFIL?

Spokesperson:  I will check on that for you.

[The Spokesperson later confirmed that the letter had been received.]

Question:  That question which remained unanswered…

Spokesperson:  I said that I would check, for the simple reason that I don’t know whether it was adopted or not.  Was the decision adopted?  That is what we have to find out.  It was a proposal, right?  So, that is what I have to find out first, whether it was adopted.  And I don’t have that information at this point.

* *** *
UNEP or UN in the News


The Washington Post – Desertification threat to global stability: a U.N. study


The New York Times – U.N. Predicts Urban Population Explosion





General Environment News


The Associated Press – US, Mexico and Canada to protect threatened monarch butterflies and porpoises 


Business Wire – Starbucks Champions New Film and Ignites a Call-to-Action on Issue of Climate Crisis


Los Angeles Times – On its flight to recovery, the bald eagle has landed


The New York Times – Study Sees Climate Change Impact on Alaska


The Toronto Star – Landfill sites hide electricity potential


The Washington Post – Eagles’ Comeback on Brink of Being Official


The New York Times – Our Gas Guzzlers, Their Lives�
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