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Zee News:"Greener" buildings could slow global warming 

Oslo, March 30 2007

 Better architecture and energy savings in buildings could do more to fight global warming than all curbs on greenhouse gases agreed under the UN`s Kyoto Protocol, a UN study showed on Thursday. 

Better use of concrete, metals and timber in construction and less use of energy for everything from air conditioners to lighting in homes and offices could save billions of dollars in a sector accounting for 30-40 percent of world energy use. 

"Buildings can play a key role in combating climate change," the UN Environment Programme said in a report issued in Oslo during a conference on ways to promote economic growth without damaging the environment. 

Simple measures include more blinds to keep out the sun in hot climates, switching to energy efficient lightbulbs, better insulation and ventilation. "Avoid building a bigger house than you need," was among the tips. 

"By some conservative estimates, the building sector worldwide could deliver emission reductions of 1.8 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide," said Achim Steiner, the head of UNEP. Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas. 

"A more aggressive energy efficiency policy might deliver over two billion tons or close to three times the amount scheduled to be reduced under the Kyoto Protocol," he said. 

The U.N.`s Kyoto Protocol binds 35 industrial nations to cut missions of greenhouse gases, mainly from burning fossil fuels, by about 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 to slow a warming that may cause more heatwaves, droughts and rising seas. 

But Kyoto has few incentives for more efficient buildings even though they are a big part of a problem also stoked by sectors such as transport and farming. The report urged global action to promote greener buildings. 

"The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of governments, industries, businesses and consumers act," Steiner said. 

Bureau Report 

________________________________________________________________________

Independent emagazine: Building Sector Can Play Key Role In Combating Global Warming, UN Report Says 

Also appears on Egon Monitor.

New York, Mar 29 2007 10:00AM 

The right mix of appropriate government regulation, greater use of energy saving technologies and behavioural change can substantially reduce global-warming carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the building sector, which accounts for 30 to 40 per cent of total energy use, according to a United Nations reported released today. 

“The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of Governments, industries, businesses and consumers act,” UN Environment Programme (<"http://www.unep.org/newscentre/">UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said of the measures that range from revampῩng ventilation systems to replacing the traditional incandescent light bulb. 

“By some conservative estimates, the building sector worldwide could deliver emission reductions of 1.8 billion tonnes of C02. A more aggressive energy efficiency policy might deliver over 2 billion tonnes or close to three times the amount scheduled to be reduced under the Kyoto Protocol,” he added, referring to the pact setting Ῥegally binding emission reduction targets for 35 industrialized countries in the 2008-2012 period. 

The report – Buildings and Climate Change: Status, Challenges and Opportunities – produced by UNEP’s Sustainable Construction and Building Initiative (SBCI), pushes for greater use of existing technologies like thermal insulation, solar shading and more efficient lighting and electrical appliances. 

In the lifetime of an average building most energy is consumed not for construction but for heating, cooling, lighting, cooking and ventilation. Typically more than 80 per cent of total energy consumption occurs during use and less than 20 per cent during construction. Citing the example of Europe, the report says more than one fifth of present energy consumption and up to 45 million tonnes of CO2 per year could be saved by 2010 by applying more ambitious standards to new and existing buildings. 

“Energy efficiency, along with cleaner and renewable forms of energy generation, is one of the pillars upon which a de-carbonized world will stand or fall,” Mr. Steiner said, noting that several countries, including Australia, Cuba and the European Union, are looking to phase out or ban the traditional incandescent light bulb thatᾠhas been around for well over a century in various forms. 

The International Energy Agency estimates that a total global switch to compact fluorescent bulbs would, in 2010, deliver C02 savings of 470 million tonnes, or slightly over half of the Kyoto reductions. 

“We have to ask what the hurdles are, if any, to achieving such positive low cost change and set about decisively and swiftly to overcome them, if they exist at all,” Mr. Steiner said. 

SBCI Chairman Olivier Luneau added that advanced and expensive high-tech solutions were often not needed. “Simple solutions can include sun shading and natural ventilation, improved insulation of the building envelope, use of recycled building materials, adoption of the size and form of the building to its intended use, etc,” he said. 

“Of course you can achieve even better results if more sustainable construction system solutions are used, such as intelligent lighting and ventilation systems, low temperature heating and cooling systems and energy saving household appliances.” 

The report stresses the importance of appropriate government policies on building codes, energy pricing and financial incentives that encourage reductions in energy consumption. 

In developed countries the main challenge is to achieve emission reduction among mostly existing buildings, and this can largely be done by reducing the use of energy. In other parts of the world, especially places like China where almost 2 billion square meters of new building space is added every year, the challenge is to leapfrog directly to more energy efficient building solutions, the report says. Copyright peacejournalism, USA, Nepal.

________________________________________________________________________
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FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2007 12:00:00 AM


OSLO: Better architecture and energy savings in buildings could do more to fight global warming than all curbs on greenhouse gases agreed under the UN’s Kyoto Protocol, a UN study showed on Thursday. 

Better use of concrete, metals and timber in construction and less use of energy for everything from air conditioners to lighting in homes and offices could save billions of dollars in a sector accounting for 30-40% of world energy use. 

“Buildings can play a key role in combating climate change,” the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a report issued in Oslo during a conference on ways to promote economic growth without damaging the environment. 

Simple measures include more blinds to keep out the sun in hot climates, switching to energy efficient lightbulbs, better insulation and ventilation. “Avoid building a bigger house than you need,” was among the tips. 

“By some conservative estimates, the building sector worldwide could deliver emission reductions of 1.8 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide,” said Achim Steiner, the head of UNEP. Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas. 

“A more aggressive energy efficiency policy might deliver over two billion tonnes or close to three times the amount scheduled to be reduced under the Kyoto Protocol,” he said. 

The UN’s Kyoto Protocol binds 35 industrial nations to cut missions of greenhouse gases, mainly from burning fossil fuels, by about 5% below 1990 levels by 2008-12 to slow a warming that may cause more

heatwaves, droughts and rising seas. 

But Kyoto has few incentives for more efficient buildings even though they are a big part of a problem also stoked by sectors such as transport and farming. The report urged global action to promote greener buildings. 

“The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of governments, industries, businesses and consumers act,” Steiner said. 

The report said fast-growing developing nations needed to focus on more efficient new buildings. China is the world's top builder, adding almost 2 billion square metres (21.53 billion sq ft) of new building space every year, it said. 
“Typically construction costs increase by 3-5% due to the introduction of energy efficient solutions,” it said. The UNEP study is part of a project also supported by companies such as Lafarge, Skanska and Arcelor.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BERNAMA :S'pore To Host Global Business Summit For The Environment
SINGAPORE, March 29 2007

 (Bernama) -- The economic benefits of tackling climate change and more intelligently managing the earth's natural and nature-based resources will take centre stage at the first Global Business Summit for the Environment (B4E) here next month.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the summit host, said the two-day event would focus on the rising market risks as well as on increasing business opportunities presented by rapid environmental changes.

"It will also look at how partnerships between the private sector, governments, international and non-governmental organisations can deliver a global development that balances economic, social and environmental factors," UNEP said in a statement.

UN under-secretary general/executive director of UNEP, Achim Steiner, said the systematic damage and destruction of the world's forests, fresh water, fisheries and other economically-important ecosystems "are failures of policy and failures of markets to capture the true value of these nature-based assets."

"Some companies now realise that future profits, if not future viability as businesses and ultimately their licence to operate, will be based on ensuring the sustainability of these finite natural resources," he said.

Co-hosting the summit with UNEP is the United Nations Global Compact, the world's largest voluntary corporate citizenship, which brings companies together with UN agencies, labour, civil society and governments to advance universal principles in the areas of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption.

Executive director of UN Global Compact, Georg Kell, said environmental responsibility was no longer a choice.

"Climate change is a global problem that affects everyone. B4E will be an important platform to explore practical solutions to this enormous challenge," he said.

The topics to be discussed at B4E will include environmental performance management, green investing, the global energy and water crises, sustainable building and construction and public-private sector partnerships.

The statement said that through Carbonfund.org, a leading US carbon reduction and offset organisation, B4E has been certified as a carbon-free event.

Carbon emissions from the use of energy such as air travel will be offset through the funding of renewable energy development and reforestation projects in Sri Lanka and Nepal.

_______________________________________________________________________

United Press International: U.N. Greener buildings vs. climate change

March 29 2007

Story also appears on Un daily News.

A U.N. Environment Programme report says builders can substantially reduce global-warming carbon dioxide emissions from construction projects.

The right mix of appropriate government regulation, greater use of energy-saving technologies and behavioral change can bring about the positive change, the organization said. The building sector accounts for 30 percent to 40 percent of total energy use.

"The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of governments, industries, businesses and consumers act," UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said of measures ranging from revamping ventilation systems to replacing incandescent light bulbs. 

"By some conservative estimates, the building sector worldwide could deliver emission reductions of 1.8 billion tons of CO2. A more aggressive energy efficiency policy might deliver over 2 billion tons or close to three times the amount scheduled to be reduced under the Kyoto Protocol," he added, referring to the pact setting legally binding emission-reduction targets for 35 industrialized countries in the 2008-2012 period. 

The report, entitled, "Buildings and Climate Change: Status, Challenges and Opportunities," produced by UNEP's Sustainable Construction and Building Initiative, encourages greater use of existing technologies like thermal insulation, solar shading and more efficient lighting and electrical appliances. 

In the lifetime of an average building, most energy is consumed not for construction but for heating, cooling, lighting, cooking and ventilation, the report said.

Typically, more than 80 percent of total energy consumption occurs during use and less than 20 percent during construction, it said.

Other Environment News
Independent Online: Anger as UK's carbon dioxide emissions reach 10-year high 

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor 

Published: 30 March 2007 

A six-million-tonne question mark was placed over Britain's climate change strategy yesterday with the release of figures showing that UK greenhouse gas emissions, which the Government has pledged to cut radically, are actually soaring. 

Emissions of the principal greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, from power stations, motor vehicles and homes, amounted to 560.6 million tonnes last year, 6.4 million tonnes higher than the 2005 figure. The increase of 1.15 per cent means that Britain's emissions are now at the highest level since Labour came to power a decade ago, nearly 3 per cent above 1997.

The disclosure, which seems to be a stark illustration that Britain's climate strategy is not working, despite all the pronouncements of Tony Blair and his ministers, was greeted with concern in Whitehall and with anger and scorn by environmentalists and opposition politicians. They said the Government was clearly not on course to meet its targets of cutting CO2 by 30 per cent by 2020 and 60 per cent by the middle of the century. (It has already admitted it will not meet its long-standing target of a 20 per cent cut by 2010.)

It is especially embarrassing for the Government as only a fortnight ago it launched with much fanfare its Climate Change Bill, proposing to make future targets to cut emissions legally binding and thus - in theory - unmissable.

British official rhetoric about action on global warming has hit new heights in the past six months, with the Treasury-sponsored Stern Review on the economics of climate change, and the publication of the latest report from UN scientists saying that climate change is now an "unequivocal" fact. Yet Britain's own emissions, as yesterday's figures show, are moving in the opposite direction.

"2006 was the year of government green spin, but the numbers don't lie," said Charlie Kronick, Greenpeace climate campaigner. "For all the announcements and reports only one thing really matters, is New Labour reducing Britain's carbon footprint? And the answer is no."

The Environment Secretary, David Miliband, acknowledged the concern. "While these figures are provisional, they underline why concerted effort to tackle climate change, both from Government and wider society, is absolutely critical," he said.

Mr Miliband's Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said the rise in emissions last year was "primarily as a result of fuel switching from natural gas to coal for electricity generation". High international gas prices have recently led big power stations to move from gas to cheaper coal, which is much more carbon-intensive.

Environmentalists counterclaimed that the rise in emissions was the result of inadequate government measures.

"Ministers get frustrated with us when we give critical reactions to their policies," said Tony Juniper, director of Friends of the Earth (FoE). "But more than any complex piece of analysis, these figures show that we are right - they're not doing enough."

Mr Juniper repeated FoE's demand that the Climate Change Bill should include annual targets for cutting CO2 emissions by at least 3 per cent each year (which has been rejected in favour of five-year targets.)

"This would force successive governments to put climate change at the core of all their policies and ensure that the UK moves towards a low-carbon economy," he said. "Most of the solutions to climate change already exist. It is the political will that's lacking."

The Green party MEP Caroline Lucas commented: "It isn't setting the right targets alone that matters, it is also enacting the policies to meet them - and the Government has so consistently failed on this front that it gets harder with each passing day to believe a word it utters on the subject."

UK transport emissions were the other sector which showed a large rise last year. But the figures show that Britain is still on course to meet its obligations under the Kyoto protocol, the international climate treaty, to reduce emissions of a "basket" of six greenhouse gases by 12 per cent by 2010.

________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC: UK greenhouse emissions show rise 

30 March 2007

The UK's carbon emissions rose by 1.25% last year, according to provisional government data, but Britain remains on course to meet its Kyoto Protocol goal. 

The main reason was a move from gas to coal for electricity generation. 

Emissions of all greenhouse gases in the Kyoto deal were up about 0.5%, but are still below the target of a 12.5% cut from 1990 by the period 2008-2012. 

Environmental groups say the rise shows Britain is making no real progress on cutting carbon dioxide emissions. 

And Environment Secretary David Miliband said it demonstrated the need for increased action on climate change. 

The UK produced total greenhouse emissions equivalent to 658.10 million tonnes of CO2 last year. This was down about 15% from the 1990 figure of 775.20 million tonnes. 

Carbon dioxide output rose from 544.2 million tonnes in 2005 to 560.6 million tonnes in 2006, a significant rise compared to previous years. 

The nation's CO2 output is now only 5.25% below the 1990 figure which is used as the baseline for the main Kyoto Protocol gases. 

'Grim reading' 

"The figures make grim reading, and show that despite the rhetoric the UK has made no real progress in cutting carbon emissions under Tony Blair's leadership," commented Mike Childs, campaigns director with Friends of the Earth UK. 

Mr Miliband described the figures as "worrying". 

"While these figures are provisional, they underline why concerted effort to tackle climate change, both from government and wider society, is absolutely critical," he said. 

The government admitted last year that it would fail to meet its unilateral target, set before the 1997 general election, of cutting CO2 emissions by 20% between 1990 and 2010. 

Instead, it said existing policies would yield a 15-18% cut over the same period, which Mr Childs described as "fanciful". 

"The government dreams up estimates of what its policies can deliver without any external scrutiny; and as soon as there is any external scrutiny, they turn out to be dreams," he told the BBC News website. 

Friends of the Earth is one of a number of groups lobbying for the government to adopt annual targets for carbon cuts. The recent Climate Change Bill discarded this option in favour of five-yearly targets. 

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: Sir Alex Ferguson joins Gore's climate A-team


David Adam
Thursday March 29, 2007

The scientists have warned of the dangers and the politicians have promised to act, but Al Gore is still not satisfied the world is taking climate change seriously enough. The answer, the former US vice-president has reasoned, could be Sir Alex Ferguson. The Manchester United manager was one of 150 or so high-level individuals brought to Cambridge this week to meet Mr Gore, who taught them to deliver their own version of An Inconvenient Truth, his Oscar-winning film on global warming.

His other "climate leaders" included Charles Dunstone, chief executive of Carphone Warehouse, Vivienne Cox, chief executive of BP, and Father Sean McDonagh, a priest and eco-theologian. In a letter to each, Mr Gore says: "I hope that you will be first of many deeply concerned citizens who will receive this training in the UK and spread the message to deal with this looming threat to our planet, neighbours and way of life."

Gore's campaign has won him legions of new admirers. But the world is a big place, the peril urgent and he has limited time. And some believe he could have other things on his mind, such as another crack at the White House.

So he is recruiting an international army to complete his work. Nearly 1,000 people in the US and Australia have already been given the materials to present his slide show on the basics of global warming, on which An Inconvenient Truth is based. He is now drawing up plans for China (including, he jokes, how to stop speakers being arrested).

In Cambridge on Monday and Tuesday, executives from Shell, Barclays and Unilever mingled with those from the BBC, as well as green campaigners, teachers, councillors and scientists.

All first watched Mr Gore give the presentation - slickly, wittily and totally without notes - at the Corn Exchange, and then joined him the next day to swap tips on how to recreate his performance for their own audiences. Sadly, Gore's (very good) impression of Bill Clinton will probably have to go. But that still leaves ecological doom and the "end of civilisation as we know it", which should be enough to fill a spare evening or half-time team talk.

Not all of those attending were as convinced of the threat as Mr Gore is, and one said the Channel 4 documentary The Great Global Warming Swindle had made him more sceptical.

Mr Gore attacked the programme as "clearly untrue and dishonest" and warned scientists against complacency. A strong political case in the US for action on emissions during the late 1980s had been steadily dismantled by "an effective propaganda campaign by some of the largest polluters," he said. "If they can create the false impression that there is widespread disagreement among scientists, that is all they need to undermine the political consensus."

In fact, according to US scientist James Baker, "there is a better scientific consensus on [man-made climate change] than on any issue I know, except maybe Newton's second law of dynamics". Newton's second law, as Sir Alex will tell you, describes how an object moves when kicked.

Mr Gore explored the pitfalls of exceeding the complexity, hope and humour budgets when speaking to an audience, and wandered from table to table to offer advice and answer questions. His own humour budget strained a couple of times, faced with questions about the US's poor environmental record on his watch, and the giant electricity bill of his Tennessee home. (His excuse for the first was that he was only the second most powerful man in the world - and that if he did it all again, he'd be the president, quickly followed with a clarification that, no, he had no plans to stand).

Delegates did pick holes in some of the presentation's content, such as the inclusion of emergent diseases such as bird flu, and his reliance on Hurricane Katrina as the start of a "period of consequences". But the scientists insisted the vast majority was sound and they would happily use it, if not Mr Gore's fire and brimstone commentary.

All pledged to present the show at least once, at least in part, and to reassemble in a year to swap experiences.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Europe Tightens the Screws on Vessels Polluting Ocean Waters 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, March 29, 2007 (ENS) - Starting April 1, the 27 member states of the European Union will display their common determination to tackle unlawful discharges of polluting substances at sea as legislation adopted in 2005 is implemented. 

Illicit discharges at sea are still occurring and preventing them is now more than ever a priority for Europe, the European Commission said today. 

"We must get tough on illegal discharges and gross negligence must be fought at all cost: the threat of criminal penalties hanging over polluters' heads will help to protect our coasts. 

"We cannot tolerate deliberate pollution or gross negligence by a minority of operators who tarnish the image of the shipping industry," said Jacques Barrot, the commission's vice president in charge of transport. 

The law, Directive 2005/35, on ship-source pollution and the introduction of penalties for infringements is intended, in line with international law, to impose penalties on any party found to have caused or contributed to illegal pollution deliberately or as a result of gross negligence. 

Vessel masters, owners, charterers, and ship classification societies all must abide by the directive. 

The directive applies to discharges in all sea areas, including on the high seas, and it applies to all ships calling at EU ports, whatever flag they fly. 

The law provides for cooperation between Port State Authorities to enable action to be taken at a violating vessel's next port of call. 

On March 1, Directive 2005/35 on sanctions for ship source pollution and on the introduction of penalties for infringements came into force. 

The EU member states are obliged to incorporate this law into their national laws by March 31, 2007. 

The commission said today it will "leave no stone unturned to ensure that it is implemented." 

To see how many ships entering European ports were violating existing international laws on discharging pollution at sea, the 25 Maritime Authorities of the Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control carried out a concentrated inspection campaign last year. 

The inspections were conducted between February 1 and April 30, 2006. During the three month campaign, 4,616 ships were inspected, and 128 ships were detained for serious deficiencies. 

These ships were found to be in violation of regulations in the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution From Ships, MARPOL. 

On 86 ships, illegal overboard connections of sludge tanks were found so that sludge could be discharged directly into the sea. 

The directive is also designed to enhance cooperation between member states to detect illegal discharges and develop methods to identify a discharge as originating from a particular ship. 

The European Maritime Safety Agency, EMSA, will assist the commission and member states in this task. 

In respose to a request from the European Commission, EMSA prepared a preliminary discussion paper on measures for implementation and organized a workshop on March 22 and 23. At the workshop, representatives of EU member states exchanged experiences and discussed the development of implementing measures. 

To handle the expansion of its pollution monitoring task, the EMSA has set up a new unit to deal with these issues. From April 1, EMSA’s pollution related activities will be split between the Oil Pollution Response unit and the Pollution Preparedness and Detection unit. 

The Oil Pollution Response unit will focus on contract management of oil recovery vessels; research, evaluation and innovation; as well as operational activities and fleet management. 

The Pollution Preparedness and Detection unit will focus on cooperation arrangements, development of satellite monitoring services, and satellite monitoring operations. 

An expert user group is being set up to ensure an effective interface between the EMSA and the 27 member states. 

The EMSA says the agency is now ready for spill spotting from space. The EMSA this month launched its CleanSeaNet system to provide EU Member States with processed satellite data for the monitoring and detection of illegal discharges and accidental oil spills at sea. 

Member states have the responsibility for implementing Directive 2005/35/EC, and this service will ensure that they will be given the necessary support so that maritime pollution monitoring and detection can be done on a wider and more sustainable scale, said the EMSA. 

CleanSeaNet began operating on on March 20 as the 17th meeting of the EMSA Administrative Board took place in Lisbon, Portugal. At the meeting, the agency decided to request funding of €47 million and 12 additional employees for the 2008 financial year, and the EMSA now awaits a decision by the European Union budgetary authorities. 

Major oil companies majors are going beyond safety requirements and seeking oil tankers equipped with high-end voyage data recorders in an effort to boost maritime safety and track accidents, Sten Warnfeldt, area manager at Rutter Technologies told "Shiptalk News" on Monday. Rutter is a voyage date recorder developer and manufacturer. 

Between 2007 and 2011, the International Maritime Organization will require all ships to be retrofitted with a voyage data recorder, similar to a blackbox on an aircraft. 

The devices will record all activities and commands, and navigational and radar data on the bridge of a ship during a voyage. 

Some oil companies are seeking ships equipped with a order-and-response feature in their recorders, which will help trace the causes of ship accidents, Warnfeldt said. 

"Oil majors are not taking any chances. They are going beyond the industry requirements," he said. 

In addition to increasing maritime safety, the recorders will help to protect ships' crews from allegations of improper protocols. The high-end data recorders will track any given order to its execution and the response from the ship's equipment.

________________________________________________________________________

IPS:'Environmentalism As Bad As Communism'


Zoltán Dujisin

BUDAPEST, Mar 29 (IPS) - Czech President Vaclav Klaus has offered fresh warnings that environmentalism and measures to curb climate change are a threat to human freedom. 

The President's most recent and controversial statements came when replying to questions sent to him by members of the U.S. House of Representatives energy and commerce committee which had requested his views on climate change. 

Klaus is known for calling climate change "a false myth" or a "nonsensical fiction", and he opposes the Kyoto Protocol on limiting greenhouse gas emissions. 

Vaclav Klaus was one of the leading political figures of post-communist Czechoslovakia and was prime minister of the Czech Republic between 1993 and 1997, leading the newly independent country in its economic transformation. The old Czechoslovakia split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia Jan. 1, 1993. 

An enthusiastic supporter of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan's policies, Klaus was founder of the Civic Democrats (ODS), a neo-liberal party now in government. 

The U.S. congressmen were asking how humans contribute to climate change and how these changes should be dealt with in legislation. 

Another high-ranking figure whose views were heard was former U.S. vice-president Al Gore, one of the leading voices calling for changes in human behaviour to avert an environmental catastrophe. 

Conversely, the Czech President asked the congressmen not to yield to pressure from environmentalists and abandon the principles of free society: "the biggest threat to freedom, democracy, the market economy and prosperity at the beginning of the 21st century is not communism or its various softer variants. Communism was replaced by the threat of ambitious environmentalism." 

"This ideology," Klaus said, "wants to replace the free and spontaneous evolution of mankind by a sort of central, now global, planning of the whole world." 

The Czech President is strongly opposed to environmentalism, which he calls a "religion based on political ambitions rather than science," and accuses environmentalists of using "sophisticated methods of media manipulation" to spread "fear and panic". 

Klaus also reminded environmentalists, in a text charged with economic jargon, that "policymakers should protect taxpayers' money and avoid wasting it on doubtful projects," and that each measure "must be based on a cost-benefit analysis." 

Klaus fears environmentalist policies could set "artificial limits" and have "devastating" effects on national economies, harming growth rates and "the competitiveness of firms on international markets." 

In the opinion of the Czech President, climate change is an unavoidable and natural consequence of "exogenous and endogenous natural processes," and that "no government action can stop the world and nature from changing." 

While most Czechs are by now familiar with Klaus's radical pro-market views, he managed to surprise many when claiming that "while some deserts may get larger and some ocean shores flooded, enormous parts of the earth" could become "fertile areas able to accommodate millions of people." 

Vojtech Kotecky from Friends of the Earth replied by asking Klaus whether he thought "people from flooded Bangladesh or dried up Africa should move to Siberia only to allow obsolete industrial forms to continue emitting pollutants." 

Environment minister and chairman of the Green Party Martin Bursik said that the President had ridiculed himself and the country. 

"The congressmen gave Klaus the opportunity to express his favourite clichés and ideas," Jan Drahokoupil, analyst at the Czech Economy and Society Trust told IPS. 

"He has been active trying to prove climate change is a myth, organising conferences and even helping fund translations of books supporting this view. He draws resources and funding from like-minded American foundations," Drahokoupil said. 

The President's text was criticised for being simply ideological and lacking any evidence, examples or statistics, but several scientists and other Czech personalities were especially enraged by Klaus's comparison of environmentalism to communism. 

"He relies on the anti-communist card because anti-communist sentiments are very strong in the Czech Republic," Drahokoupil told IPS. "It's a very powerful tool in politics and media to compare something to communism; Klaus uses it against anything he doesn't like." 

Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek, a member of Klaus's ODS, initially refused to comment on the President's views, but later said he had the right to his opinion and that some of his ideas were close to him. 

But Topolanek has had to accommodate some environmentalist views as he was forced to include the Greens in the cabinet he formed last January. In spite of their belonging to the same party, Klaus was unhappy about Topolanek's choice of coalition partners and did not make an effort to conceal his criticism. 

Many in the ODS are unhappy with the Green Party pushing through its energy policies, which ODS first deputy chairman Pavel Bem considers as being "way off mark". Bem also warned that disputes within the governing coalition were likely to escalate. 

Nonetheless, the Prime Minister, who considers climate change "a big business," called on the right to start acting before "the Socialists" take the initiative and "start allocating very valuable public resources in a wrong way." 

On Mar. 9 Topolanek agreed with other EU member states to curb climate change by partially harmonising the organisation's energy policy with the goal of reaching a one-fifth share of renewable energy production by 2020. 

The Czech Republic, presently not ranking among the most renewables-friendly EU states, was part of the small group of countries that found the goal to be unrealistic. A compromise was eventually found allowing member states to reach different shares.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Scientists Say Antarctic Ice Sheet is Thinning 
US: March 30, 2007

HOUSTON - A Texas-sized piece of the Antarctic ice sheet is thinning, possibly due to global warming, and could cause the world's oceans to rise significantly, polar ice experts said on Wednesday. 

They said "surprisingly rapid changes" were occurring in Antarctica's Amundsen Sea Embayment, which faces the southern Pacific Ocean, but that more study was needed to know how fast it was melting and how much it could cause the sea level to rise. 
The warning came in a joint statement issued at the end of a conference of US and European polar ice experts at the University of Texas in Austin. 

The scientists blamed the melting ice on changing winds around Antarctica that they said were causing warmer waters to flow beneath ice shelves. 

The wind change, they said, appeared to be the result of several factors, including global warming, ozone depletion in the atmosphere and natural variability. 

The thinning in the two-mile-(3.2-km)- thick ice shelf is being observed mostly from satellites, but it is not known how much ice has been lost because data is difficult to obtain on the remote ice shelves, they said. 

Study is focusing on the Amundsen Sea Embayment because it has been melting quickly and holds enough water to raise world sea levels six meters, or close to 20 feet, the scientists said. 

"The place where the biggest change is occurring is the Amundsen Sea Embayment," said Donald Blankenship of the University of Texas Institute for Geophysics. 

"One, it's changing, and two, it can have a big impact," he said in a Webcast with a number of conference participants. 

Other parts of the continent also were losing ice, he said, but generally not as quickly. 

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Australia Seeks Backing for Deforestation Fund 
(Also appears in Antara News)

AUSTRALIA: March 30, 2007

CANBERRA - Australia, which refuses to sign the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, will ask other nations to contribute to a new fund to combat deforestation and global warming, Prime Minister John Howard said on Thursday. 

Howard said his government would give A$200 million (US$161 million) over five years to the World Bank-backed fund to help stop forest destruction. 
Opposition and environmental groups dismissed the scheme as vote-getting ploy and hit out at the conservative government for refusing to ratify the global Kyoto pact, which sets goals for lowering greenhouse gas emissions blamed for global warning. 

Foreign Minister Alexander Downer said Germany and New Zealand had indicated strong interest in Canberra's plan, while Britain and the United States were also positive. 

"What this initiative will do, in a shorter period of time, is make a greater contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions than in fact the Kyoto Protocol," Howard said. 

Howard's comments came a day after he rejected a personal plea from British climate economist Nicholas Stern to urgently ratify the Kyoto Protocol and slash greenhouse gas emissions by at least 60 percent by 2050 to help fight global warming. 

Howard said Stern's warning that inaction could be catastrophic should not be treated as a "holy writ" for Australia's thermal coal reliant economy. 

"I accept that climate change is a big issue, I'm not walking away from it, but I am not going to compromise the economic strengths of our country and put at risk thousands of jobs by commitment to a target that is unreasonably short, unreasonably harsh," he said, adding the fund was more "practical" than Kyoto. 


"FOREST FOOL" 

Opposition Greens Senator Bob Brown said after six years of drought and with climate change shaping as a key issue in elections later this year, Howard was trying to burnish his green credentials. 

"Our prime minister is a forest fool. It's a stunning piece of hypocrisy that he is putting US$200 million into stopping forest burning in Southeast Asia while he is authorising forest burning in southern Australia," Brown told reporters. 

The Wilderness Society said Howard should halt logging of natural forests at home before pointing the finger at developing nations Indonesia and Brazil. 

Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull said Canberra's money would be mostly spent in neighbouring Indonesia, where illegal logging strips 2.1 million ha (5.2 million acres) of forest every year in trade worth US$4 billion. 

"This is our big chance to give the world a breathing space," he said. Australia's money would allow satellite and radar monitoring of the logging problem, as well as tree planting. 

Downer said Papua New Guinea and Pacific Island nations like Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands would also be targeted. 

The fund would be modelled on a climate pact drawing together six of the world's biggest greenhouse gas emitters -- Australia, China, the US, Japan, India and South Korea -- dubbed the "pack of dirty polluters" by environmentalists. 

Howard denied Australia's fund contribution was insignificant when compared to the US$10 billion that Stern had estimated was needed to fight deforestation globally. 

"I would expect very significant contributions from other countries," he said. The money would be channelled through aid organisations. 

(US$1=A$1.24) 


Story by Rob Taylor

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters:EPA Tells 20 US States Cut Air Pollution by '08 
US: March 30, 2007

WASHINGTON - The US Environmental Protection Agency Thursday finalized rules directing 20 US states to slash levels of tiny particles spewed by power plants, cars and other sources by 2010. 

About 88 million people in more than 200 counties -- mostly clustered around big cities like Los Angeles and New York -- live where "particulate" levels exceed legal limits set by the agency. 
The offending particles -- 30 times smaller than the width of a human hair -- are linked to premature death from heart and lung disease, as well as chronic bronchitis and asthma. 

Governors of affected states must give EPA their cleanup plans by February 2008, and designated areas must lower particulate pollution to what the agency considers to be a safe level by 2010, the rules said. 

Clean air advocates called the rules "a dirty power industry protection plan," and said they may actually hamper states' ability to clean up air pollution. 

That's because plants could comply with requirements by purchasing emission credits established by a nationwide "cap-and-trade" program proposed by the White House. 

"This is a flagrant gift to the electric power industry," said Frank O'Donnell of Clean Air Watch, an advocacy group. 

Such comments "take the rule out of context," said Steve Lomax, manager of air quality programs at the Edison Electric Institute, which lobbies for most big US utilities, including American Electric Power, Southern Co. and Duke Energy Corp. 

Utilities will spend US$50 billion to install technology to comply with new clean-air standards set by the Bush administration, which require them to cut emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides by 70 percent, Lomax said. 

The Clean Air Act already allows states states to require additional cuts, if they wish, an EPA spokesman said. 

Most states that violate federal clean air rules are clustered around the Midwest, which has the most coal-fired generation, and in Northeast states between Washington, D.C., and New York, the EPA said. 

Other counties with unhealthy levels are in Southern California and near Atlanta, Georgia, it said. 

Counties with the most severe problems -- like those around Los Angeles -- could get a five-year extension, delaying attainment until 2015, the EPA said. 


Story by Chris Baltimore​

________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service: CZECH REPUBLIC, Environmentalism As Bad As 

Communism'
Zoltán Dujisin

BUDAPEST, Mar 29 , 2007 Czech President Vaclav Klaus has offered fresh warnings that environmentalism and measures to curb climate change are a threat to human freedom. 

The President's most recent and controversial statements came when replying to questions sent to him by members of the U.S. House of Representatives energy and commerce committee which had requested his views on climate change. 

Klaus is known for calling climate change "a false myth" or a "nonsensical fiction", and he opposes the Kyoto Protocol on limiting greenhouse gas emissions. 

Vaclav Klaus was one of the leading political figures of post-communist Czechoslovakia and was prime minister of the Czech Republic between 1993 and 1997, leading the newly independent country in its economic transformation. The old Czechoslovakia split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia Jan. 1, 1993. 

An enthusiastic supporter of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan's policies, Klaus was founder of the Civic Democrats (ODS), a neo-liberal party now in government. 

The U.S. congressmen were asking how humans contribute to climate change and how these changes should be dealt with in legislation. 

Another high-ranking figure whose views were heard was former U.S. vice-president Al Gore, one of the leading voices calling for changes in human behaviour to avert an environmental catastrophe. 

Conversely, the Czech President asked the congressmen not to yield to pressure from environmentalists and abandon the principles of free society: "the biggest threat to freedom, democracy, the market economy and prosperity at the beginning of the 21st century is not communism or its various softer variants. Communism was replaced by the threat of ambitious environmentalism." 

"This ideology," Klaus said, "wants to replace the free and spontaneous evolution of mankind by a sort of central, now global, planning of the whole world." 

The Czech President is strongly opposed to environmentalism, which he calls a "religion based on political ambitions rather than science," and accuses environmentalists of using "sophisticated methods of media manipulation" to spread "fear and panic". 

Klaus also reminded environmentalists, in a text charged with economic jargon, that "policymakers should protect taxpayers' money and avoid wasting it on doubtful projects," and that each measure "must be based on a cost-benefit analysis." 

Klaus fears environmentalist policies could set "artificial limits" and have "devastating" effects on national economies, harming growth rates and "the competitiveness of firms on international markets." 

In the opinion of the Czech President, climate change is an unavoidable and natural consequence of "exogenous and endogenous natural processes," and that "no government action can stop the world and nature from changing." 

While most Czechs are by now familiar with Klaus's radical pro-market views, he managed to surprise many when claiming that "while some deserts may get larger and some ocean shores flooded, enormous parts of the earth" could become "fertile areas able to accommodate millions of people." 

Vojtech Kotecky from Friends of the Earth replied by asking Klaus whether he thought "people from flooded Bangladesh or dried up Africa should move to Siberia only to allow obsolete industrial forms to continue emitting pollutants." 

Environment minister and chairman of the Green Party Martin Bursik said that the President had ridiculed himself and the country. 

"The congressmen gave Klaus the opportunity to express his favourite clichés and ideas," Jan Drahokoupil, analyst at the Czech Economy and Society Trust told IPS. 

"He has been active trying to prove climate change is a myth, organising conferences and even helping fund translations of books supporting this view. He draws resources and funding from like-minded American foundations," Drahokoupil said. 

The President's text was criticised for being simply ideological and lacking any evidence, examples or statistics, but several scientists and other Czech personalities were especially enraged by Klaus's comparison of environmentalism to communism. 

"He relies on the anti-communist card because anti-communist sentiments are very strong in the Czech Republic," Drahokoupil told IPS. "It's a very powerful tool in politics and media to compare something to communism; Klaus uses it against anything he doesn't like." 

Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek, a member of Klaus's ODS, initially refused to comment on the President's views, but later said he had the right to his opinion and that some of his ideas were close to him. 

But Topolanek has had to accommodate some environmentalist views as he was forced to include the Greens in the cabinet he formed last January. In spite of their belonging to the same party, Klaus was unhappy about Topolanek's choice of coalition partners and did not make an effort to conceal his criticism. 

Many in the ODS are unhappy with the Green Party pushing through its energy policies, which ODS first deputy chairman Pavel Bem considers as being "way off mark". Bem also warned that disputes within the governing coalition were likely to escalate. 

Nonetheless, the Prime Minister, who considers climate change "a big business," called on the right to start acting before "the Socialists" take the initiative and "start allocating very valuable public resources in a wrong way." 

On Mar. 9 Topolanek agreed with other EU member states to curb climate change by partially harmonising the organisation's energy policy with the goal of reaching a one-fifth share of renewable energy production by 2020. 

The Czech Republic, presently not ranking among the most renewables-friendly EU states, was part of the small group of countries that found the goal to be unrealistic. A compromise was eventually found allowing member states to reach different shares. (END/2007)
________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service: MALI, Forests in Decline
Almahady Cissé

BAMAKO, Mar 28 (IPS) - The figures tell the story. In 1990, forests in Mali extended over more than 14 million hectares. But by 2000 they covered 13,117,643 hectares, according to a national report on the state of the environment made public in 2005. This marked a reduction of about seven percent in the West African country's forests, in just a decade.

"Forested areas are today giving way to the savannah in Mali," says Sory Haïdara, head of the Project for Sustainable Management of Forests (Projet de gestion durable des forêts). 

Widespread reliance on wood to meet energy needs is partly to blame. The 2005 report showed that about 500,000 hectares of land are deforested every year for this purpose. At the same time, woodlands are being encroached on by farmers: the amount of land under cultivation in Mali is increasing by 4.7 percent annually, at the expense of forests. 

The situation in Faya forest, a protected area north of the capital -- Bamako -- is a case in point. 

"Faya is today the object of…uncontrolled exploitation by communities. It is under great pressure from farmers; then, bush fires sometimes ravage what people and animals have not destroyed," says Haïdara, noting that some 300 families now live in the forest. 

In Morilabougou forest, a protected area in southern Mali, matters are scarcely better. 

"Big wild animals like lions and deer used to inhabit this forest. Numerous species of birds and small game also lived there," recalls Amadou Bagayogo, a hunter from the area. 

Now, farmers are taking their place. 

"Cotton farming, practiced extensively in the Sikasso Circle, is a leading factor in the deterioration of the forest," says Mamadou Diakité, a forestry official in the Sikasso Circle. This region contains more than half of Mali's forests, and includes five protected areas. 

Diakité believes local authorities have become complicit in the occupation and destruction of wooded areas by providing certain resources needed for agriculture to farmers living in the heart of the forest. 

According to statistics from regional nature conservation services in Sikasso, the amount of land being farmed in Morilabougou forest is some 582 hectares -- or 4.5 percent of its surface area. 

In a bid to put an end to the destruction of the Morilabougoula forest, residants of the Kignan community have drafted a local convention for forest management. The document aims to ensure controlled exploitation of the forest; implementation of the convention will be a collective responsibility. 

Previously, nature conservation officials signed contracts that allowed communities to manage forests themselves. Although this local involvement helped prevent widespread logging, the contracts were ultimately terminated. 

The Kignan initiative has been welcomed by Environment Minister Nancouma Kéita, who nonetheless noted the role of his office in protecting forests: "The restoration of the forest heritage is a responsibility of the state, and we are working hard at it." 

Some have accused officials of poor forest supervision. 

But, Kéita has promised that in the course of 2007, authorities will put in place a code of conduct concerning forests, to promote good conservation of woodlands for future generations. (END/2007)

________________________________________________________________________

Antara News: RI welcomes Australia`s initiative to reduce CO2 emission

29 March 2007.

Canberra - Indonesia welcomes Australia`s initiative to help reduce the emission of carbon dioxide (C02) into the atmosphere, Indonesian Ambassador to Australia and Vanuatu TM Hamzah Thayeb said here on Thursday.

"Indonesia welcomes whatever efforts from any country, including the Australian government`s initiative," Hamzah Thayeb said in response to Prime Minister John Howard`s announcement about his government`s plan to help forest conservation in the Asia-Pacific region in a bid to support the World Bank`s program of Global Initiative for Forest and Climate.

Howard`s initiative to help forest preseravation in the Asia-Pacific region and to deal with climate change and global warming got different reactions from Australian politicians.

Green Party Senator Bob Brown said in a statement he welcomed Howard`s A$200 million program but opined that the initiative reflected the prime minister`s hypocritcal attitude because environment-damaging substances were still being used to extinguish forest fires in Tasmania.

Howard on Thursday announced his governmet`s initiative to help reforestation programs in Asia as a response to the climate-change phenomenon and global warming.

Meanwhile, the Australian Labor Party said Howard`s initiative was a strategy to serve his general election interests rather than a manifestation of genuine concern about global climate change.

Earlier on Wednesday, British economist Sir Nicholas Stern, who is an active observer of the global warming issue, called on the Australian government to ratify the Kyoto Protocol and reduce carbon dioxide emission by 30 percent in 2020 and by 60 percent in 2050.

"I think the decision to reduce the emission of carbon dioxide by at least 60 percent in 2050 is the responsibility of rich countries," Stern said.(*)

________________________________________________________________________

New Vision: Uganda: NEMA Opposes Mabira Giveaway

March 28, 2007

Kampala

THE National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) has opposed the degazetting of part of Mabira forest for sugarcane growing, reports Gerald Tenywa.

"Considering the importance of Mabira, our advice and guidance is that Mabira forest should be left alone," said Dr. Aryamanya Mugisha, the executive director, at a press conference yesterday.

Mugisha was reacting to accusations that Mabira had been given away without the intervention of the Government's top watchdog on environment.

"No decision has been made as far as the give-away of Mabira is concerned, but the debate should go on. It helps to create awareness," he said.

"Mabira is important for the watershed and the protection of streams and lakes.

We have seen the lowering of Lake Victoria and the decline in rainfall."

Weather reports over the years show that rainfall drops when encroachment sets in, he added.

Reacting to reports that Mabira had been degraded by encroachers, Mugisha stressed that Mabira was entirely free of encroachment. SCOUL workers, who used to grow crops at the edge of Mabira, near Bugule village, he said, had been evicted and the affected part of the forest was recovering.

Asked why he had not come out more strongly to condemn the proposed give-away of Mabira, he replied: "I do not think saying we are opposed to degazettement is the most appropriate way of resolving the Mabira issue."

He said he was part of the committee that accompanied the environment minister on an assessment mission. "We have been members of the committee and we have been meeting many Government officials. We still have Mabira because of such interventions."

He clarified that President Yoweri Museveni wrote a letter last year asking to be guided on the degazettement to pave way for a sugarcane plantation.

This prompted an inter-ministerial committee to study the proposal and later submit a report to Prime Minister Apolo Nsibambi.

Consequently, Nsibambi in a letter of March 1, ordered environment minister Maria Mutagamba to prepare a Cabinet paper asking for permission to degazette part of Mabira. The letter, which The New Vision exposed, sparked off a massive campaign from civil society groups and environmentalists to save Mabira Forest and boycott Lugazi sugar.

________________________________________________________________________

Red fenologica: Internet ayudará a conocer los efectos del cambio climático sobre las aves
29-03-2007
La Red Fenológica Nacional por Internet, que se presentó hoy, es una herramienta novedosa para recopilar las observaciones realizadas por cualquier persona interesada sobre fauna y flora, fundamentalmente de aves, que permitirá conocer cómo afecta el cambio climático a los seres vivos.
[image: image4.png]



Este proyecto, al que ya se puede acceder a través de la página www.avesyclima.org, ha sido elaborado por SEO/Birdlife, en colaboración con la Secretaría General de la Contaminación y del Cambio Climático del Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y el Instituto Nacional de Meteorología.

La fenología se encarga de estudiar fenómenos naturales tales como las fechas de llegada de las primeras golondrinas, los primeros cantos de los ruiseñores o el momento en que se ven los primeros pollos de cigüeña en los nidos, que se repiten todos los años y cuyas variaciones están ligadas a las condiciones meteorológicas.

SEO/Birdlife trabaja desde hace 35 años en la recopilación de información fenológica de las aves de España, a través de un grupo de trabajo encargado de coordinar la red de colaboradores en todas las provincias, que se dedican a recoger las observaciones de primeras llegadas y últimos avistamientos de determinadas especies migradoras (golondrina, vencejo, ruiseñor, etc).

Ahora, con el lanzamiento de la Red Fenológica Nacional se pretende conocer a escala nacional cómo está afectando el cambio climático a la biodiversidad, para lo cual se utilizarán las aves como principal grupo indicador, y como novedad figura la recopilación de los datos a través de Internet.

En la presentación del proyecto, Antonio Mestre, jefe del Servicio de Aplicaciones del Instituto Nacional de Meteorología, explicó que el principal interés de la fenología en la actualidad deriva de la utilidad de los datos observados como indicadores 'muy sensibles' del cambio climático y como evaluadores del impacto de este fenómeno.

Señaló que la fenología es una ciencia muy antigua, pues existen datos fenológicos desde el siglo XVIII, y agregó que existen muchas redes de observadores pero están desconectadas a nivel nacional e internacional.

Juan José Sanz, investigador del CSIC, subrayó que el hecho de que las aves migratorias lleguen antes o después a España es un indicador de que algo está cambiando y que algo les está pasando a estas especies.

Para recalcar la utilidad y repercusiones del proyecto, Sanz puso como ejemplo que los datos de las observaciones realizadas por voluntarios fueron utilizados por la Administración en el tema de la gripe aviar.

Señaló que hay predicciones científicas que indican que España va a ser un área de migración invernal de bastantes especies en el futuro, 'de ahí la importancia de tener los datos registrados'.

Gracias a las observaciones, se sabe por ejemplo que la cigüeña cada vez llega más pronto a la Península y que algunas de ellas no se van nunca, mientras que con la grulla ocurre todo lo contrario, dijo Alejandro Sánchez, director ejecutivo de SEO/Birdlife.

El proyecto quiere involucrar a todos los ciudadanos para que introduzcan sus observaciones y también a la comunidad escolar, ya que tiene un sitio específico dedicado a profesores y alumnos interesados en participar en la iniciativa, denominado 'El Rincón del Educador'.

Sánchez insistió en que se trata de implicar a los ciudadanos para que pongan su granito de arena mediante la introducción en la página de una información que 'puede ser relevante en un futuro no muy lejano'.

Animó a los ciudadanos a participar en el proyecto para tener un gran volumen de datos, ya que el porcentaje de 'ruido' va disminuyendo en relación con la cantidad de información introducida.

Cualquier persona podrá introducir sus observaciones, para lo cual sólo tendrá que registrarse como usuario en la página web y volcar su información mediante un formulario.

Existen tres niveles de participación: básico, intermedio y experto, en función de los conocimientos del participante, y no es necesario que los datos que se introduzcan correspondan a este año.

_______________________________________________________________

Svenska Dagbladet: Miljöbilar ger köparen rabatt på 10 000 kronor

Susanna Baltscheffsky

29.3.2007

Redan från den första april börjar den nya rabatten på

10 000 kronor för en nyinköpt miljöbil att gälla. Men räkna inte med att få några pengar förrän i höst.

Under valrörelsen kom den borgerliga alliansen bara med enstaka vallöften för att minska utsläppen av klimatgaser. Ett var en miljöbilspremie på 10 000 kronor.

På torsdagen annonserade miljöminister Andreas Carlgren att löftet kommer att infrias i vårbudgeten den 16 april. Summan står fast och rabatten gäller alla privatpersoner som köper en miljöklassad bil mellan den 1 april i år och den 31 december 2009.

Vi inför det här för att fler ska köpa bränsleeffektiva bilar och bilar som drivs med miljöbränsle, säger Andreas Carlgren.

För att ha rätt till premien måste den bil som man köper uppfylla kraven för miljöbil. Men den som köper en ny bil den närmaste tiden får se till att spara kvittot tills det blir klart hur rabatten ska betalas ut. Vägverket, som ska administrera återbetalningen, har inga svar att ge än om hur bilköparen ska få sina pengar.

Propositionen är inte lagd än, och riksdagen fattar det formella beslutet mitten av juni. Det kan bli ändringar till dess, säger Tomas Andersson, pressansvarig vid Vägverket.

Reformen kostar 250 miljoner kronor under de knappt tre år de gäller. Men pengarna kommer inte att ta slut, alla personer som köper miljöbilar under den här perioden kommer att få rabatten, lovar Andreas Carlgren. Han tror att försäljningen av miljöbilar kommer att öka med mellan 10 och 15 procent per år.I framtiden kan kraven skruvas åt, utan att gå in på att styra tekniken eller bränslet, säger han.

Bilbranschens intresseorganisation, Bil Sweden, lovordar reglerna, som de tycker är teknikneutrala och långsiktiga. Men Volvo Personvagnar är kritiska och anser subventionera till små bilar av utländska märken blir för stora. Svenska Naturskyddsföreningen påpekar att miljöbilar kommer att tankas med bensin om inte etanolen blir väsentligt billigare. Vägverket framhåller säkerhetsproblemen om många extremt lätta småbilar kommer ut i trafiken.

Till slut är det ändå bilkunderna som väljer. På Kindwalls i Hammarbyhamnen kom en kund in efter att har hört om förslaget på radio.Intresset har varit jättestort under senare tid, men folk har väntat på att det här ska komma, berättar försäljaren Lena Palm, som tror att den nya rabatten kommer att få stor betydelse.

Det är mycket pengar för en privatperson. Det är också så många andra fördelar, lägre försäkring, lägre bränslekostnader, gratis boendeparkering, säger hon.Men de argumenten biter inte på Mickey Lindberg som just har valt en Ford Mondeo som förmånsbil.

Jag vill ha en stor bil så jag får in ungar och hockeybagar. Men min fru vill gärna ha en miljöbil. Jag har i alla fall valt en diesel, det är vänligare än bensin.

• För bensin- och dieseldrivna bilar får utsläppen av koldioxid inte överskrida 120 gram per kilometer, vilket motsvarar något mindre än 0,5 liter per mil.

• Bilar som kan köras på andra bränslen får dra högst 0,92 liter bensin per mil, 0,84 liter diesel eller 0,97 kubikmeter gas per mil.

• Elbilar får inte ha en energiförbrukning som är större än 0,37 kilowattimmar per mil.
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Bernama - Kuala Lumpur,Malaysia : S'pore To Host Global Business Summit For The Environment

March 29, 2007 

SINGAPORE, March 29 (Bernama) -- The economic benefits of tackling climate change and more intelligently managing the earth's natural and nature-based resources will take centre stage at the first Global Business Summit for the Environment (B4E) here next month.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the summit host, said the two-day event would focus on the rising market risks as well as on increasing business opportunities presented by rapid environmental changes.

"It will also look at how partnerships between the private sector, governments, international and non-governmental organisations can deliver a global development that balances economic, social and environmental factors," UNEP said in a statement.

UN under-secretary general/executive director of UNEP, Achim Steiner, said the systematic damage and destruction of the world's forests, fresh water, fisheries and other economically-important ecosystems "are failures of policy and failures of markets to capture the true value of these nature-based assets."

"Some companies now realise that future profits, if not future viability as businesses and ultimately their licence to operate, will be based on ensuring the sustainability of these finite natural resources," he said.

Co-hosting the summit with UNEP is the United Nations Global Compact, the world's largest voluntary corporate citizenship, which brings companies together with UN agencies, labour, civil society and governments to advance universal principles in the areas of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption.

Executive director of UN Global Compact, Georg Kell, said environmental responsibility was no longer a choice.

"Climate change is a global problem that affects everyone. B4E will be an important platform to explore practical solutions to this enormous challenge," he said.

The topics to be discussed at B4E will include environmental performance management, green investing, the global energy and water crises, sustainable building and construction and public-private sector partnerships.

The statement said that through Carbonfund.org, a leading US carbon reduction and offset organisation, B4E has been certified as a carbon-free event.

Carbon emissions from the use of energy such as air travel will be offset through the funding of renewable energy development and reforestation projects in Sri Lanka and Nepal.

http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v3/news_business.php?id=253980
…………………………………

Economic Times - India : ‘Greener’ buildings could slow climate change: UNEP

REUTERS[ FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2007 12:00:00 AM] 

OSLO: Better architecture and energy savings in buildings could do more to fight global warming than all curbs on greenhouse gases agreed under the UN’s Kyoto Protocol, a UN study showed on Thursday. 

Better use of concrete, metals and timber in construction and less use of energy for everything from air conditioners to lighting in homes and offices could save billions of dollars in a sector accounting for 30-40% of world energy use. 

“Buildings can play a key role in combating climate change,” the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a report issued in Oslo during a conference on ways to promote economic growth without damaging the environment. 

Simple measures include more blinds to keep out the sun in hot climates, switching to energy efficient lightbulbs, better insulation and ventilation. “Avoid building a bigger house than you need,” was among the tips. 

“By some conservative estimates, the building sector worldwide could deliver emission reductions of 1.8 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide,” said Achim Steiner, the head of UNEP. Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas. 

“A more aggressive energy efficiency policy might deliver over two billion tonnes or close to three times the amount scheduled to be reduced under the Kyoto Protocol,” he said. 

The UN’s Kyoto Protocol binds 35 industrial nations to cut missions of greenhouse gases, mainly from burning fossil fuels, by about 5% below 1990 levels by 2008-12 to slow a warming that may cause more heatwaves, droughts and rising seas. 

But Kyoto has few incentives for more efficient buildings even though they are a big part of a problem also stoked by sectors such as transport and farming. The report urged global action to promote greener buildings. 

“The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of governments, industries, businesses and consumers act,” Steiner said. 

The report said fast-growing developing nations needed to focus on more efficient new buildings. China is the world's top builder, adding almost 2 billion square metres (21.53 billion sq ft) of new building space every year, it said. 

“Typically construction costs increase by 3-5% due to the introduction of energy efficient solutions,” it said. The UNEP study is part of a project also supported by companies such as Lafarge, Skanska and Arcelor. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1830013.cms 
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 CounterCurrents.org - Mahrashtra,India: Coastal Mega-Cities In For A Bumpy Ride

By Srabani Roy

30 March, 2007 

Inter Press Service 

NEW YORK - About 643 million people, or one-tenth of the world’s population, who live in low lying coastal areas are at great risk of oceans-related impacts of climate change, according to a global research study to be released next month.The study, by researchers at Columbia University’s Center for International Earth Sciences Information Network and the London-based International Institute for Environment and Development, is the first of its kind. The researchers identified populations, particularly urban populations, at greatest risk from rising sea levels and more intense storms due to climate change.

“Of the more than 180 countries with populations in the low-elevation coastal zone, 130 of them — about 70 percent — have their largest urban area extending into that zone,” said Bridget Andersen, a research associate at CIESIN, in a statement.

“Furthermore, the world’s largest cities — those with more than five million residents — have on average one-fifth of their population and one-sixth of their land area within this coastal zone.”

The study, which will be published in the peer-reviewed journal Environment and Urbanization, assesses the risks to populations and urban settlements along coastal areas that are less than 10 meters above sea level, referred to as the low-elevation coastal zone, or LECZ. Although globally this zone accounts for only two percent of the world’s land area, it contains 10 percent of the world’s population and 13 percent of the world’s urban population, the study found.

The 10 countries with the largest number of people living in this vulnerable, low-elevation zone, include in descending order: China, India, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan, Egypt, the United States, Thailand and the Philippines.

Cities such as Dhaka, Shanghai and Mumbai are some of the most susceptible to coastal, climate-related hazards such as floods, storms and cyclones. And the rapid urbanization occurring in these cities — especially in China, which has growing special economic zones along its coasts — will continue to attract more and more people.

“On average, coastal cities are growing 20 percent faster than any other cities in the world and they have 10-15 percent higher densities than other cities,” Sharad Shankardass, spokesperson for the U.N.’s agency for human settlements, UN-Habitat, told IPS. “Of the 20 mega-cities in the world, 15 of them are coastal.”

The study found that 75 percent of people living in the vulnerable low-elevation zone and two-thirds of the world’s urban population are in Asia. In conjunction with the findings of the CIESIN-IIED study, 11 of the 15 coastal mega-cities listed by UN-Habitat in 2005 are in low-medium income countries. The study found that 14 percent of the population of least developed countries live in the LECZ, compared to only 10 percent in wealthier countries.

Twenty-one percent of the urban populations in least developed countries live in this zone. In richer countries belonging to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, this number drops to 11 percent. Human settlements in lower income countries with limited resources are, therefore, significantly more vulnerable to climate-related hazards.

“It is very clear in my mind that poor countries will have a disproportionate burden,” Deborah Balk, a project investigator and co-author of the study, told IPS, “particularly those with large deltaic regions.”

In fact, of the top 10 countries, Bangladesh, Egypt and Vietnam have a large proportion of their populations living within the LECZ: 46, 38 and 55 percent respectively. The Bahamas, the Netherlands, and Suriname have well over 70 percent of their populations living in the LECZ.

The study was partially funded by the Swedish International Development Corporation Agency and the Danish International Development Agency, both of which have programs in urban environmental issues. Researchers overlaid geographic data, the most recently available census data, and information on urban settlements, to produce maps showing the populations and land area in the LECZ for 244 countries. The information was then summarized by country, region and income category.

The study makes it clear that sea levels are not expected to rise anywhere near the 10 meters of the low-elevation zone. The fourth Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report estimated that sea levels are likely to rise in the range of 22-34 centimeters between 1990 and the 2080s. This level could be significantly higher with accelerated melting of the Greenland and polar ice sheets, the study noted.

Although small island states have the largest share of land in the low-elevation zone (16 percent), and would, therefore, be most likely to be affected by sea-related hazards, they tend to have less of their population living in the zone. Balk attributed this to the fact that people living on such islands are more adapted to coastal hazards and tend to live further inland.

“The study demonstrates how critical an issue this is from a global perspective — it is certainly not just one for small island states,” Gordon McGranahan, head of the human settlements group at IIED and co-author on the study, told IPS.

According to Tanya Imola, spokesperson for the international association of local governments, ICLEI, many cities have started implementing environmental programs to address climate change and to curb their overall carbon footprint. Initiatives include improvements to public transportation, recycling programs and energy efficiency. But only a few cities have started thinking about how to address the effects of sea level rise and other ocean-related hazards.

The authors of the CIESIN-IIED study categorize three types of responses to address these risks: migration, mitigation and modification. Both McGranahan and Balk agreed that these strategies have a long lead time.

UN-Habitat and the U.N. Environment Program have initiated joint projects to address these issues, but UN-Habitat’s Shankardass pointed out that “we are still in the early stages of establishing a realistic strategy for intervention and implementation for cities that will be directly affected by climate change.”

Of utmost importance, McGranahan noted, is to start working with national and local authorities engaged in urban and environmental issues, and for them to start making commitments to these types of strategies now.

“Ultimately, adaptation has to be negotiated locally, and so we want to combine this sort of global analysis with local engagement,” he told IPS.

http://www.countercurrents.org/cc-roy300307.htm 
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Hindustan Times: Indian Oil Corporation forays into green sector

Deepak Joshi & Gaurav Choudhury- March 28, 2007

Green is in. What with the growing concerns over environment, energy security and diminishing petroleum reserves. Public sector oil major Indian Oil Corporation seems to have woken up to the idea and is gearing up foray into bio-fuels business.

The IOC board of directors will consider on Thursday a proposal to amend the companies’ memorandum of association (MoA) to include plantation and agriculture-related activities as an initiative to have a significant presence the bio-fuel sector.

The object clause of MoA will be amended to include activities related to trading, import, export, sale and purchase of raw materials (saplings or seeds, non-edible and edible), semi-finished and finished products (biofuels and intermediaries), allied products, all related agricultural, equipment and machinery.

Besides environmental concerns, there is also a realisation that bio-fuels would give a much-needed fillip to the agriculture sector. In fact, the petroleum ministry had last year asked public sector oil marketing companies to evaluate the possibility of acquiring sugarcane acreages in Brazil and putting up ethanol manufacturing units for export to India.

Moreover, the oil companies had also been advised to consider tie-ups with Brazilian oil major Petrobras for ethanol on commercial consideration.

Biodiesel and ethanol-doped petrol are two options available for reducing dependence on fossil fuels. India imports over 70 per cent of its crude oil. Efforts are on to have 5 per cent ethanol-blended petrol available across the country.

Bio diesel is an eco-friendly fuel prepared from renewable resources like edible and non-edible vegetable oils. These biodegradable transportation fuels do not have sulphur and are low in particulate emissions.

The United States and some European countries are producing biodiesel as a transport fuel by converting surplus edible oil such as soyabean oil, sunflower oil and rapeseed oil.

Malaysia has also been producing biodiesel for some time now. However, as India is a net importer of vegetable oils, here biodiesel is sourced from non-edible oils like jatropha and karanjia.

The present demand of diesel in India is about 50 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA). If petro-diesel is to be replaced by biodiesel, the requirement of the latter will be in the vicinity of 2.5 MMT.

The Planning Commission had proposed the use of 5 per cent biodiesel by 2011-12, to be gradually raised to 10 per cent by 2017.

http://www.hindustantimes.in/news/181_1960114,0002.htm ...................................………………………………….

The Japan Times: Climate change puts coastal Japan at great risk: report

Tessa Holland- March 29, 2007

LONDON (Kyodo) Japan's population has been identified as being at great risk from rising sea levels and more intense cyclones linked to climate change, research released Wednesday revealed.

In the first global study of its kind, the International Institute for Environment and Development, based in Britain, highlighted Japan as the country with the sixth-largest number of people -- a total of 30,477,000 -- living within 10 meters of the average sea level.

In fact, on a map showing population density across the country, many of Japan's largest urban areas, including Tokyo, Kawasaki, Yokohama, Nagoya, Osaka and Sapporo, have over 1,000 people per sq. km living within the worrying 10-meter elevation coastal zone.

The report cites the "recent expansion of international trade" and Japan's preference for ocean shipping over air freight as contributing factors to the pre-eminence of densely populated urban hubs along the country's coastline.

Report author Gordon McGranahan insists the future is not completely bleak for Japan, however, providing that measures are taken "now."

"Japan has a lot of resources and I think it therefore has the capacity to not only protect, but also to move, settlements around to some degree, as long as it's over a long time period," McGranahan said.

"Obviously Japan is a coastal nation but we're not saying that the 10-meter zone is an area that is going to be imminently flooded -- it's more an area where the issues of sea level rise and coastal hazards need to be taken seriously," he added.

China, India, Bangladesh, Vietnam and Indonesia all have populations in the 10-meter zone greater than Japan's, marking Asia as particularly at risk from the detriments of water-related climate change.

"Between 1994 and 2004, about one-third of the 1,562 flood disasters, half of the 120,000 people killed, and 98 percent of the 2 million people affected by flood disasters were in Asia," the report says.

Estimates of global mean sea-level rise show increases of tens of centimeters within the next century and the report is, as a result, keen to indicate how the risks to human settlements could be reduced if people and enterprises could be encouraged to move away from the most risk-prone coastal areas.

The current population movements are reported as being in the opposite direction, however, and countries including China, with its economic liberalization and growth-driving rapid urbanization and coastward population movements, are raising particular alarm among coastal environmentalists.

"There is a legitimate concern that continued urbanization will draw still greater populations and population shares into the low elevation coastal zone," the report states, highlighting the importance of "mitigation, migration and modification" in counteracting the trend.

It calls on governments -- particularly of high-income countries -- to both mitigate and adapt, encouraging large companies to shift the location of their activities, in order to reduce the risks of the onslaught of climate change in vulnerable coastal zones.

"Most urban infrastructure is immobile and long-lasting, making rapid shifts in urban location very costly," the report acknowledges, and certainly McGranahan is not suggesting that Japan's major urban centers promptly move inland, but he does strongly recommend that movement toward, and growth of, the coast is stopped.

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20070329a2.html .....................................................................………………………

SciDevNet: China adapts to climate change at the local level

Sun Xiaohua- March 28, 2007

[BEIJING] China's provincial governments will take action to adapt to and reduce the effects of climate change with funds and technology provided by Norway and the UN.

"It is the first time China has pushed local governments to face the issues and take practical measures to adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change," said Shen Yiyang, an expert from the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

"Previously, the discussions and actions about global warming had stayed at the level of central government," he added.

Projects will take place in regions with ecosystems that are particularly vulnerable to climate change, such as Ningxia, Qinghai and Tibet, and in regions with high emissions of greenhouse gases such as Hebei, Inner Mongolia, Liaoning and Shanxi, says Shen.

Each region will initially assess how the projects can be carried out, depending on their region's individual characteristics.

"It is expected that every pilot province can include the adaptation [measures in their] local development plan," Shen said.

"Currently, most local governments in China have not been aware of the severe results of climate change, let alone mapping out long-term plans or monitoring emissions," he said.

The projects are set to improve poor people's lives in western China, an area where people's livelihoods are already being affected by environmental degradation and the impacts of climate change.

In the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, for example, melting glaciers have increased the amount of water in rivers. Shen says the local people have treated the extra river flow as a benefit, rather than realising the threat to water supplies if the glaciers melt completely.

The UNDP hopes the projects will eventually be spread to all provinces and regions in China to help lessen the impacts of climate change.

So far the project has attracted US$2 million from Norway and US$400,000 from the UNDP. The UNDP hopes other countries or environmental organisations will provide additional funding.

http://www.scidev.net/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=readnews&itemid=3516&language=1 ……………………………..

ABC News: 'Nothing new' in UN climate change report

March 30, 2007

Federal Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull says there is nothing new in a leaked report which paints a bleak picture for Australia's future.

The document obtained by The 7.30 Report says the average coastline temperature could rise by up to 3.4 degrees by 2050 and more than 6 degrees by 2080.

It also predicts more frequent fires and droughts and a further dwindling of stream flows in the Murray-Darling Basin.

It also says that by the middle of the century 97 per cent of the Great Barrier Reef will suffer from bleaching.

But Malcolm Turnbull has told Lateline such warnings are not new.

"I mean we know about this, this has been published, the CSIRO has been writing about this for years so I'm glad that you think it's a revelation, I'm sorry to say that it isn't, it isn't, there's nothing new in that," he said.

"The IPCC report is based on peer-reviewed published science, everything in there is well known to us, we know that there is the possibility or the probability of a hotter and drier future in southern Australia."

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200703/s1885201.htm 

……………………………………………….

ABC Radio: India, China 'more sensitive' to climate change

March 30, 2007

Britain's outgoing government adviser on global warming says China and India are becoming more sensitive to the problem of global warming.

Sir Nicholas, who wrote a major report for the British government last year which argued that it would be cheaper to deal with climate change now than deal with its eventual consequences.

He estimated cutting carbon gas emissions would cost about 1 percent of the world's economic output.

"It's quite remarkable how intense this discussion is becoming around the world," Sir Nicholas said, after visiting Australia and Indonesia.

"And I believe quietly opinions are changing in India and China as well,"

As an example, Stern cited China's reforestation and Beijing's goal of improving energy efficiency by 20 percent over its current five-year plan.

But he said China was undermining its progress made in tackling greenhouse gas emissions by opening a new coal-fired power plant every week.

"I am not saying there is no problem there, there is a problem," he said.

"What I'm talking about is an indication of changing perspectives."

India and China are not bound by the Kyoto Protocol, but experts say their participation in future efforts will be vital.

Earlier this week the Australian prime minister, John Howard, rejected a personal plea from Sir Nicholas to ratify the agreement.

Mr Howard said no action will be taken by Australia that could threaten jobs or the economy.

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/news/stories/s1885426.htm …...............................................………………………………

The Daily Telegraph: Australia faces climate disaster

March 30, 2007

AUSTRALIA faces extreme weather, including fires, floods and drought and temperatures could rise dramatically, a new report has warned.

As the report raises new fears Australia is not doing enough on climate change, the Federal Government said today it is already acting on issues raised in a United Nations report warning Australia will be even hotter and dryer as climate change bites.

The report, by the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), tips more extreme climate events for Australia, including fires, flood, drought and storms with a mean temperature 6.7 degrees warmer by 2080.

Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull said today everything in the report was well known to the government.

"The IPCC report is based on peer-reviewed published science, everything in there is well known to us, we know that there is the possibility or the probability of a hotter and drier future in southern Australia," he told ABC radio.

"We have a whole climate change adaptation framework under way.

"We are very focused on adapting to climate change and you have to remember that the changes to our climate over most of this century, for all of our lifetimes in any event... are built into the systems."

The IPCC report is the second on Australia's environment warning of current and future problems.

An Australian National Audit Office (ANAO) audit of Australia's federal environment protection act criticised the Environment Department for poor progress in listing threatened species and inadequate enforcement of compliance.

Legal adviser to the Australian Conservation Foundation Charles Berger asserted there had been a government failure to implement the relevant legislation and it wasn't doing its job of protecting threatened species and biodiversity.

"The department has gone to the government and said we need more resources if we are to do the job that is being asked of us," he told ABC radio.

"And the government time and again has turned a cold shoulder and a blind eye to this issue.

"There are a large number of species that are listed as endangered, some of them even critically endangered and there is noi plan to give them a fighting chance."

The Opposition called on the Government to undertake a detailed study on the economic impact of climate change.

Labor Treasury spokesman Wayne Swan said this study was needed so the government could properly recognise the threat climate change posed to the economy and jobs.

"The potential jobs losses will be the human and economic cost of John Howards refusal to take real action to address climate change," he said in a statement.

"The simple fact is this – refusing to act now on climate change will hurt the Australian economy and is a real threat to tens of thousands of Australian jobs."

Meanwhile, Mr Turnbull says the Asia-Pacific region will embrace a $200 million federal government plan to fight rampant deforestation.

The plan, announced yesterday, will kickstart a global fund in an effort to halve the rate of deforestation worldwide by helping developing nations with programs to preserve their forests.

It aims to slash greenhouse gas emissions by 10 times the reduction targets in the Kyoto Protocol.

Australia will sit down with New Zealand, Britain, the United States and Germany within three months to discuss the plan, with the $200 million targeted at countries in the Asia-Pacific region such as Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands.

Indonesia, the biggest regional target of the funding, has already welcomed the plan.

But the minor parties and conservation groups were quick to ridicule the plan, with Australian Greens leader Bob Brown accusing the government of trying to clean up other countries' backyards before it cleans up its own.

Senator Brown said Prime Minister John Howard thought he could simply write a cheque to improve his climate change credentials.

"It's a stunning piece of hypocrisy that he is putting $200 million into stopping forest burning in South-East Asia while he is authorising forest burning in southern Australia," he said.

"Our prime minister is a forest fool."

But visiting climate change guru and former World Bank chief economist Sir Nicholas Stern welcomed the plan as a valuable initiative, saying tackling deforestation was "one of the cheapest and most immediate means of addressing climate change"

"Protecting forests can have both local benefits by improving the quality of life for local communities, and global benefits by making a valuable contribution to the challenge of reducing greenhouse gases," he said.

http://www.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/story/0,22049,21473532-5001021,00.html ..........................................................................

The Canberra Times: Forest plan hypocritical: Greens 

Rosslyn Beeby -March 30, 2007

The Federal Government's $200 million initiative to reduce deforestation in South-East Asia has been dismissed as hypocritical and ill-informed by peak environment groups.

Australian Greens leader Senator Bob Brown who received a global award last year for his efforts to end logging of Tasmania's old growth rainforests said the plan was offset by the Government's "$100 million pledge" to support logging and burning of forests in East Gippsland and Tasmania.

Prime Minister John Howard boasted yesterday Australia would lead the world by kick-starting a program to tackle climate change and protect the world's forests.

The surprise announcement follows comments earlier this week by former World Bank chief economist Sir Nicholas Stern.

Sir Nicholas said Indonesia was the world's third-highest emitter of greenhouse gases after China and the United States because of broadscale clearing and burning of its forests.

He said curbing deforestation was a key step in lowering global greenhouse emissions.

Mr Howard said Australia would work with the World Bank to reduce emissions from deforestation, inviting Britain, the United States, Germany, Brazil, New Zealand, Japan and Indonesia to join the initiative.

"If the world could halve the rate of global deforestation we could reduce greenhouse gas emissions by three billion tonnes a year more than five times Australia's total annual emissions and about 10 times the emission reductions that will be achieved during the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol," he said.

Opposition treasurer Wayne Swan dismissed the plan as "a strategy for the election ... not a strategy to combat climate change."

Democrats leader Senator Lyn Allison said the funds would be better spent reinstating sacked environmental scientists and supporting Australia's farmers in their struggle to adapt to climate change.

"The Howard Government has sacked a raft of scientists who gave them the answers on climate change they didn't want to hear. Now it's splashing money around in a global fund to make it look like the problem exists overseas and not here," she said.

Senator Brown said it was "rank hypocrisy from the Prime Minister to have personally signed-off Regional Forest Agreements in Australia, promoting the aerial fire-bombing of logged ancient forests".

He said an estimated 30,400ha of native forests were logged in Tasmania during 2005-06, followed by a four-month burning season to prevent forest regeneration.

"Yesterday, 14 of these so-called regeneration burns were lit in Tasmania, using napalm-like incendiaries dropped from helicopters. Hundreds more will go up this autumn to facilitate Gunns export woodchip industry," he said.

The Australian Conservation Foundation, Planet Ark and Friends of the Earth have called for the Government to "get its own house in order" and end logging of old growth forests and illegal land clearing.

Greenpeace campaign director Stephen Campbell said, "The problem of illegal logging in our region is massive. In Papua New Guinea and Indonesia there is ingrained corruption at all levels of the industry and within government. While it is important to combat illegal logging in our region, the Australian Government should live up to promises made in 2004 and pass strong legislation to prevent illegal timber entering Australia."

http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=general&story_id=571196&category=General 
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China Dialy: Heed global warning on sinking Shanghai

Chen Weihua- March 30, 2007

Shanghai's skyline may look futuristic, but that future is now shadowed by recent comments that the city could be inundated by ocean water by 2050.

Paul Brown, an environmental writer for the British newspaper The Guardian, told a meeting in Guangzhou, capital of South China's Guangdong Province, that rising tides will engulf Shanghai, Tianjin and other coastal cities by 2050 when global temperatures are expected to rise by 2 C.

In fact, Brown is not the first to unnerve residents in Shanghai and other coastal cities with such horrific scenarios.

In the movie An Inconvenient Truth, former US Vice-President Al Gore also laments that Shanghai and some other coastal cities will be submerged if we don't take drastic measures to halt global warming. The movie, released a year ago, won the Oscar for Best Documentary last month and Gore could well win the Nobel Peace Prize for his environment crusade.

While admitting that global warming is a reality, some Chinese experts have, nevertheless, dismissed the prediction of a flooded Shanghai by folks like Brown as hypothetical.

According to Chen Manchun, a research fellow with the Tianjin-based National Marine Data and Information Service, coastal cities would take measures to guard against this, such as restricting construction projects along the coast and building higher and stronger sea walls to fend off the advancing tides.

But Chen also admitted that based on his team's research, by 2050, the sea level at the Yangtze River Delta, where Shanghai is located, will have risen 20 to 60 centimeters, and that the Bohai Sea region, where Tianjin is situated, will have risen 30 to 60 centimeters.

It is true that with China as the world's largest construction site and with Shanghai's supersonic construction speed, we might be fully capable of building an embankment to keep out the rising ocean. It would be a gigantic task to wall the 32,000-kilometer Chinese coastline, much like building the Great Wall.

Even with that kind of ocean wall, it would be like living in a house on a dormant volcano crater for those of us in Shanghai and other coastal cities. You never know when you will be engulfed by the overflowing lava, or, in the case of rising sea water, whether my Shanghai home on the 28th floor of a downtown apartment building will have an ocean view by 2050.

It would be scary for anyone living in a coastal city, watching the ocean water rising up outside the embankment.

Erecting a strong embankment may not make people feel safe. Just look at the numerous cases of fortifications rupturing along China's major rivers and lakes, such as the Yangtze River, Pearl River and Poyang Lake in the last few decades. Each time an embankment bursts, hundreds or thousands of people are killed and many more become homeless.

And this is just the rupture of a river embankment. The cracking of a sea wall will surely inflict damage of a much larger magnitude, considering the might of the ocean as demonstrated in the Asian tsunami of December 2004.

While global warming may still be debatable for some, the deteriorating environment is a hard fact. Drought and flood are often reported as the worst in a century or worst on meteorological record.

Summer heat spells have been lasting longer than ever, and increased human activity has undoubtedly contributed to the unfriendly weather patterns we are experiencing.

In this sense, even if what Brown and Gore claim about Shanghai and other coastal cities is hypothetical, it should at least serve as a warning to all of us to do something for our deteriorating environment.

The government, non-governmental organizations, schools and individuals should all promote environmentally friendly development and lifestyles. Every country, every city, every household and every individual should start to ask how much they should be blamed for the melting glaciers, depleted ozone layer and rising ocean water.

Shanghai has lately taken a number of steps, such as installing energy saving lightbulbs, giving more priority to the bus system, assigning more lanes to bikers and replacing coal gas with cleaner and more efficient natural gas. These are all measures that will help reduce the emission of carbon dioxide the culprit behind global warming.

Shanghai has also taken measures to limit the number of cars in the city by auctioning off license plates. But that is not enough. At the current rate of 5,000 or 6,000 additional private cars each month, it won't be long before Shanghai's streets become a parking garage and exhaust factory.

As Al Gore suggests, there is a lot for us to do in our daily life.

We should plant trees, lots of them. We should use electricity-efficient appliances. We should walk, or bike or use mass transit instead of driving.

In Shanghai, there is no reason to turn on air conditioners these days when the climate is so perfect.

As for myself, I feel inspired by my 16-year-old daughter and her classmates. My daughter is leading a student group of Jane Goodall's Roots & Shoots, persuading people to use handkerchiefs instead of paper tissues. That is like planting lots of trees.

The best response to Paul Brown's assumption that Shanghai will be flooded by 2050 is to do exactly what these middle school students have been doing.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2007-03/30/content_839982.htm 

The Star: Johor to act to stop pollution of waterways

HAMDAN RAJA ABDULLAH- March 28, 2007

MUAR: All sand dredging activities in the rivers in Johor will be stopped if they are found to cause heavy pollution to the waterways, Mentri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Othman said. 

Speaking to reporters here he said the Department of Environment would be directed to undertake studies on the matter to ensure such activities did not pollute the rivers. 

At the same time, he added, all restaurants, motor workshops and industries along the waterways, including drains, would be relocated if they too caused pollution. 

He said a river cleaning and monitoring action committee would be set up soon to monitor pollution in the rivers and focus would be on those passing through towns. 

"We will look into every source of river pollutions in the state, especially those passing through towns, and make efforts to stop them. 

"We will direct the DOE to study the source of the pollution, including restaurants, industries and motor workshops," he said after chairing a State Land Revenue meeting here on Wednesday. 

Abdul Ghani said if DOE found a riverside restaurant, factory or a motor workshop had caused serious pollution to a river, the establishment would be asked to relocate. 

He also said the Government will allocate RM700mil to undertake cleaning work to rehabilitate Sungai Tebrau, Sungai Skudai and Sungai Seget in Johor Baru.  

http://thestaronline.com/news/story.asp?file=/2007/3/28/nation/20070328152209&sec=nation ...................................………………………………….

ABC News: Govt announces $200m to stop deforestation in Asia

March 29, 2007

Federal Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull has announced a $200 million plan to help stop deforestation in Asia.

The Government is under pressure from the Opposition and climate change economist Sir Nicholas Stern to do more to tackle global warming.

Mr Turnbull says a global response is needed and the $200 million project will be used to plant trees and reduce illegal logging in South-East Asia.

"The funding will go, given the nature of our geography, will largely go to South-East Asia," Mr Turnbull said.

"The biggest deforesters in the world or the places where the most deforestation of tropical forests is occurring are in Brazil and Indonesia, they're the top two so naturally our focus is going to be on our part of the world but we're not limiting it to that."

But Labor wants the Government to agree to new targets for cutting emissions.

Environment spokesman Peter Garrett says it will not hurt the economy.

"It's clear, crystal clear that the Prime Minister is wrong," Mr Garrett said.

The $200 million will be spent over five years in several countries.

The Greens leader, Bob Brown, says tackling deforestation in South-East Asia is a worthy aim, but the Government is displaying gross double standards.

Senator Brown says the Government should first reduce deforestation at home.

"It's a huge hypocrisy," he said.

"It's just extraordinary that the Howard Government can be putting money into the South-East Asian fire problem while practising the same broad scale logging, burning and atmospheric pollution in southern Australia."

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200703/s1884181.htm .....................................................................………………………

The Australian: Wealthy nation 'should take the lead' on clean coal

Selina Mitchell- March 29, 2007

AUSTRALIA could be a world leader in developing clean coal technology that could be marketed to a long list of coal-hungry countries, including China.

Nicholas Stern, former World Bank chief economist and author of the world's most comprehensive report on climate change, said Australia, as a rich country, needed to take a lead on dealing with damaging climate change.

Speaking to the National Press Club in Canberra, Sir Nicholas called on Australia to cut its emissions by at least 60 per cent by 2050.

But John Howard, who was due to meet Sir Nicholas last night, said that while he was willing to listen, he was unwilling to take any action that would cost local jobs.

Sir Nicholas said Australia should reject the argument that "we won't do anything until everyone else does everything".

Building a good carbon trading scheme was a way of encouraging international collaboration, and would provide Australia with a "first-mover" advantage in emissions reduction, he said.

The Howard Government will not decide on a carbon emissions trading scheme until its emissions taskforce hands down its report in late May. But Sir Nicholas said Australia should act as part of the world community and share some of the results of research and development on carbon capture and storage with developing countries.

The Prime Minister told parliament Sir Nicholas's views should be treated with respect but not as "holy writ".

"Some I believe, if implemented literally, would do great damage to the Australian economy," he said. "When it comes to the decisions of this Government, uppermost in our minds will be the views of the national interest, not the views of any one individual however eminent he may be regarded by some." European prescriptions were not always appropriate to Australia.

Kevin Rudd would not comment last night on his private meeting with Sir Nicholas.

http://theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21466210-30417,00.html?from=public_rss ……………………………..

The Daily Telegraph: PM Howard takes logging fight global

March 29, 2007

AUSTRALIA will form a global fund to fight illegal logging and forest destruction worldwide under a plan to be announced by Prime Minister John Howard today.

The fund would aim to halve the rate of deforestation and achieve greenhouse gas emission reductions 10 times greater than under the Kyoto Protocol, The Australian newspaper reports today.

It is designed to help developing countries start sustainable forest industries, plant new forests, stop illegal destruction of rainforests, provide monitoring of forest production and education in forest management, and help communities dependent on illegal rainforest timber find alternative jobs.

The $200 million Australian initiative would operate outside the Kyoto climate change protocol and would be funded by other developed nations to help developing nations preserve forests.

It would be managed by the World Bank and have a similar structure to the six-party Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate created last year.

Mr Howard will announce the start of the global fund today as the Government attempts to take the political initiative on climate change, the newspaper reports.

http://www.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/story/0,22049,21467120-5001028,00.html?from=public_rss ……………………………………………….

The Daily Yomiuri: 132 million in Asia 'face starvation'

March 29, 2007

Grain harvests in the Asian region will drop by as much as 30 percent, leading to skyrocketing food prices and the starvation of 132 million people in Asia in the 2050s, if fossil fuels continue to be consumed at the current rate, according to a report of the Working Group II of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

The report includes the likely impact of global warming on Asia and assesses the impact of global warming on human activities and the ecosystem. It is expected to be adopted by the U.N. IPCC at a meeting in Brussels starting Monday,

A report of the Working Group I on the cause and environmental predictions of the greenhouse effect was released last month. According to government sources, the report found that many Asian areas, including Japan and eastern Russia, have already seen a decline in grain harvests, a phenomenon that will make it more difficult for developing countries to meet their growing demand for food.

In addition to rising temperatures caused by global warming, chronic flooding, heat waves and droughts are behind the falling harvests, the report says.

In the future, grain harvests will drop by between 2.5 percent and 10 percent in the 2020s, and 5 percent to 30 percent in the 2050s, compared with the amount harvested in 1990, the report says.

Even if the mercury rises by just 0.5 C in winter, the wheat harvest in India would be badly affected, the report says.

In the event the temperature rises 2 C, rice harvests in China could plunge by between 5 percent and 12 percent, according to the report.

Higher seawater temperatures in the area spreading from East Asia to Southeast Asia would drastically change fish habitats, with minnows in tropical seas most at risk, which would see fish catches decline.

The melting of glaciers in the Himalayas, which serve as a natural dam, would lead to a scenario that could threaten the life of more than 700 million people who rely on meltwater, the report warns. The report predicts that if the Himalayan glaciers continue melting at the current speed, they will have almost vanished by 2035.

===

95% feel climate changes

Meanwhile, as many as 95 percent of Japanese said they have noticed climate changes, indicating that an increasing number of people are experiencing the effects of global warming, according to a survey conducted by a research team of the National Institute for Environmental Studies.

The January survey was conducted at 140 locations across the country on 2,000 randomly selected men and women aged 20 or older, with 959 of them giving valid answers.

Those who said they had noticed changes in temperatures were asked to give multiple serious scenarios that could result from global warming.

According to the results, 46.4 percent of respondents, the largest number, said more extreme weather changes would occur, while 42.2 percent predicted sea levels would rise--results similar to those predictions by experts.

However, 40.5 percent of responses predicted the gradual destruction of the ozone layer, which is caused mainly by chlorofluorocarbons, suggesting some people misunderstood the problem.

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/features/science/20070329TDY01001.htm …...............................................………………………………

Sun2Surf: Scientists predict dire societal results of global warming

March 29, 2007

When a UN-backed panel releases section two

of a global climate report next week, one thing will be certain: scientists have grown increasingly confident of global warming’s dire impact on human life.

The latest instalment - the second of three by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC,) to be released April 6 in Brussels - examines the expected impact of climate change on humn society.

It follows the first instalment released February in Paris, which focussed on the scientific evidence of global warming itself.

Some of the April report’s expected predictions: coastal and low-lying regions will be flooded by rising sea levels, driving millions inland; higher global temperatures will lead to changing crop yields, increasing famine and disease; more heat-waves and stronger storms will lead to more deaths; and changing ecosystems mean countless animal and plant species will become extinct.

"Many of us believe we are on the threshold of a massive extinction event," says Jeff Price of California State University at Chico, and a lead author of the IPCC report’s chapter on ecosystems.

All of those findings are already known, through the reams of scientific research published in the six years since the IPCC’s last series of reports. The job of the more than 2,000 scientists aiding the panel is to sift through those findings rather than conduct any new research.

What singles out this report, scientists say, is the consensus found within the worldwide literature. That consensus is not only stronger since the last round of IPCC reports in 2001, but it has spread to new areas.

Virginia Burkett, of the US Geological Survey's National Wetlands Research Centre, said there was a "plethora of new information" and literature to sift through, yet she doesn’t remember any "major debates" her group had about its findings.

"The recent advances ... in the literature have allowed the consensus to include a much broader range of drivers and impacts," said Burkett, who co-authored a chapter dealing with global warming’s effect on coastal regions, in both the April report and in 2001.

The 2007 IPCC report series has also allowed scientists to use the huge range of models that have come out since 2001 and set specific timeframes for events.

"We have for the first time started putting bounds, temperature limits on when things will start happening," Price said.

Though Price would not discuss specific findings ahead of the April release, he said it was generally agreed that just a 2-degree-Celsius hike in global temperature would lead to a "serious conversion of habitats," while anything above 2 degrees Celsius could result in "major ecosystems’ collapses".

The IPCC report’s first section already set an ominous tone.

The panel found an "unequivocal" trend of rising global temperatures and sea levels and placed the blame squarely on man-made emissions.

It predicted the Earth would heat up between 1.8 and 4 degrees Celsius by the end of this century, and up to 6.4 degrees Celsius a tthe poles, which heat up twice as fast as around the equator.

Meltingice has led sea levels to climb 17 centimetres in the 20th century, and at a rate of 3.1 millimetres per year since 1993.

Another ominous finding of the upcoming April report is that it may already be too late to prevent some of global warming’s impacts -humans can only adapt to so much, especially when it comes to rising sea levels flooding islands.

"There are some cases that may be beyond the limits of adaptability," according to Roger Pulwarty of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA,) a co-author of a chapter on how humans have, and can, deal with the effects of climate change.

On a positive note, Pulwarty said his group also found that many effects of global warming can still be accommodated, but only if preparations for "long-term" environmental changes start immediately.

That kind of warning, scientists hope, will push governments and people into action.

The February IPCC instalment’s findings were welcomed by governments around the world and led the European Union to announce stiff new curbs on greenhouse-gas emissions and fresh efforts to find renewable energy alternatives.

In the United States, the world’s largest polluter, businesses and states are piling pressure

on the federal government to place mandatory, nationwide caps on emissions.

"I hope it will finally wake people up to the sheer magnitude of the problem," Price said.

But while the April report will offer recommendations on how already-occurring effects of climate change can be dealt with, many governments are likely to wait until the IPCC’s third section is released in Bangkok in May, offering specific advice on how policymakers can reduce global warming.

A final draft of the second instalment will be discussed and voted on by government officials and scientists at a summit meeting starting April 2 in Brussels. The final work will be presented in a news conference on April 6. – dpa

http://www.sun2surf.com/article.cfm?id=17428 

..........................................................................

The News: One in 10 at risk from rising seas, storms: study

March 29, 2007

OSLO: One in 10 people in the world, mostly in Asia, live in coastal areas at risk from rising seas and more powerful storms that may be caused by global warming, an international study showed on Wednesday.

The researchers urged governments to make billion-dollar policy shifts to encourage more settlements inland rather than in coastal regions from China to Florida that may suffer ever more storm surges and erosion.

A zone less than 10 metres above sea level “contains some 2 per cent of the world’s land and 10 per cent of its population,” according to the study to be published in the April edition of the journal Environment and Urbanisation. “Settlements in coastal lowlands are especially vulnerable to risks resulting from climate change, yet these lowlands are densely settled and growing rapidly,” the researchers in the United States and Britain said in the article.

Based on new computer population models and NASA satellite data, it estimated that 634 million people lived in the coastal zone in 2000, including 360 million in towns and cities.

More than 75 per cent were in Asia. Globalisation is promoting a shift towards coasts in countries including China and India by fostering a world trade largely dependent on shipping.

UN climate experts projected last month that sea levels could gain by 18 to 59 cms by 2100, and keep rising for centuries. They also forecast shifts including more powerful storms, droughts and heat waves because of emissions of greenhouse gases, mainly from burning fossil fuels.

Wednesday’s report said even people living up to 10 metres above sea level could be vulnerable to cyclones, subsidence, erosion of river deltas or intrusion of salty sea water onto cropland.

“If you are in that zone you need to take the issues of sea level rise seriously,” said Gordon McGranahan, lead author at the London-based International Institute for the Environment and Development. Ranked by population, China is most at risk with 143 million people living by the coast, followed by India, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan, Egypt and the United States.

By another measure, small island states will be hardest hit. More than 90 per cent of the Maldives, the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu, the Cayman Islands and the Turk and Caicos Islands are less than 10 metres above sea level.

“Relatively small shifts in settlement location, out of a coastal plain onto more elevated ground, can make a major difference,” according to the authors, also from the City University of New York and US Columbia University.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=48879 

...........................................................................

The Japan Times: Climate change puts coastal Japan at great risk: report

Tessa Holland- March 29, 2007

Japan's population has been identified as being at great risk from rising sea levels and more intense cyclones linked to climate change, research released Wednesday revealed.

In the first global study of its kind, the International Institute for Environment and Development, based in Britain, highlighted Japan as the country with the sixth-largest number of people -- a total of 30,477,000 -- living within 10 meters of the average sea level.

In fact, on a map showing population density across the country, many of Japan's largest urban areas, including Tokyo, Kawasaki, Yokohama, Nagoya, Osaka and Sapporo, have over 1,000 people per sq. km living within the worrying 10-meter elevation coastal zone.

The report cites the "recent expansion of international trade" and Japan's preference for ocean shipping over air freight as contributing factors to the pre-eminence of densely populated urban hubs along the country's coastline.

Report author Gordon McGranahan insists the future is not completely bleak for Japan, however, providing that measures are taken "now."

"Japan has a lot of resources and I think it therefore has the capacity to not only protect, but also to move, settlements around to some degree, as long as it's over a long time period," McGranahan said.

"Obviously Japan is a coastal nation but we're not saying that the 10-meter zone is an area that is going to be imminently flooded -- it's more an area where the issues of sea level rise and coastal hazards need to be taken seriously," he added.

China, India, Bangladesh, Vietnam and Indonesia all have populations in the 10-meter zone greater than Japan's, marking Asia as particularly at risk from the detriments of water-related climate change.

"Between 1994 and 2004, about one-third of the 1,562 flood disasters, half of the 120,000 people killed, and 98 percent of the 2 million people affected by flood disasters were in Asia," the report says.

Estimates of global mean sea-level rise show increases of tens of centimeters within the next century and the report is, as a result, keen to indicate how the risks to human settlements could be reduced if people and enterprises could be encouraged to move away from the most risk-prone coastal areas.

The current population movements are reported as being in the opposite direction, however, and countries including China, with its economic liberalization and growth-driving rapid urbanization and coastward population movements, are raising particular alarm among coastal environmentalists.

"There is a legitimate concern that continued urbanization will draw still greater populations and population shares into the low elevation coastal zone," the report states, highlighting the importance of "mitigation, migration and modification" in counteracting the trend.

It calls on governments -- particularly of high-income countries -- to both mitigate and adapt, encouraging large companies to shift the location of their activities, in order to reduce the risks of the onslaught of climate change in vulnerable coastal zones.

"Most urban infrastructure is immobile and long-lasting, making rapid shifts in urban location very costly," the report acknowledges, and certainly McGranahan is not suggesting that Japan's major urban centers promptly move inland, but he does strongly recommend that movement toward, and growth of, the coast is stopped.

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20070329a2.html 
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Uganda: NEMA Opposes Mabira Giveaway

New Vision (Kampala): THE National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) has opposed the degazetting of part of Mabira forest for sugarcane growing, reports Gerald Tenywa "Considering the importance of Mabira, our advice and guidance is that Mabira forest should be left alone," said Dr. Aryamanya Mugisha, the executive director, at a press conference yesterday. Mugisha was reacting to accusations that Mabira had been given away without the intervention of the Government's top watchdog on environment. "No decision has been made as far as the give-away of Mabira is concerned, but the debate should go on. It helps to create awareness," he said. "Mabira is important for the watershed and the protection of streams and lakes. We have seen the lowering of Lake Victoria and the decline in rainfall." Weather reports over the years show that rainfall drops when encroachment sets in, he added. Asked why he had not come out more strongly to condemn the proposed give-away of Mabira, he replied: "I do not think saying we are opposed to degazettement is the most appropriate way of resolving the Mabira issue."  He clarified that President Yoweri Museveni wrote a letter last year asking to be guided on the degazettement to pave way for a sugarcane plantation. This prompted an inter-ministerial committee to study the proposal and later submit a report to Prime Minister Apolo Nsibambi. Consequently, Nsibambi in a letter of March 1, ordered environment minister Maria Mutagamba to prepare a Cabinet paper asking for permission to degazette part of Mabira. The letter, which The New Vision exposed, sparked off a massive campaign from civil society groups and environmentalists to save Mabira Forest and boycott Lugazi sugar. http://allafrica.com/stories/200703290235.html
Mali: Forests in Decline

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): The figures tell the story. In 1990, forests in Mali extended over more than 14 million hectares. But by 2000 they covered 13,117,643 hectares, according to a national report on the state of the environment made public in 2005. This marked a reduction of about seven percent in the West African country's forests, in just a decade. "Forested areas are today giving way to the savannah in Mali," says Sory Haïdara, head of the Project for Sustainable Management of Forests (Projet de gestion durable des forêts). Widespread reliance on wood to meet energy needs is partly to blame. The 2005 report showed that about 500,000 hectares of land are deforested every year for this purpose. At the same time, woodlands are being encroached on by farmers: the amount of land under cultivation in Mali is increasing by 4.7 percent annually, at the expense of forests. The situation in Faya forest, a protected area north of the capital -- Bamako -- is a case in point. "Faya is today the object of uncontrolled exploitation by communities. It is under great pressure from farmers; then, bush fires sometimes ravage what people and animals have not destroyed," says Haïdara, noting that some 300 families now live in the forest. In Morilabougou forest, a protected area in southern Mali, matters are scarcely better.  Previously, nature conservation officials signed contracts that allowed communities to manage forests themselves. Although this local involvement helped prevent widespread logging, the contracts were ultimately terminated.  The Kignan initiative has been welcomed by Environment Minister Nancouma Kéita.  http://allafrica.com/stories/200703290282.html
Nigeria: Toxic Dump in Warri

Vanguard (Lagos)- EDITORIAL: THE alleged dumping of radioactive substances in Warri, Delta State by Shell Petroleum Development Company, SPDC, is a reminder of the need to intensify surveillance of our environment. Apart from SPDC, E Global Limited, Western Atlas and E.D. Wales have been taken to court by the government for allegedly transporting radioactive substances from Port Harcourt, Rivers State, to Warri without authorization. Seventeen staff of the affected companies are listed as defendants in the case listed as FHC/ABJ/CR/30/2007 at the Federal High Court, Abuja.  The toxic waste was dumped between September 9 and October 9, 2006, about the same time that 400 tons of toxic waste was dumped in 17 sites in Abidjan, which killed 10 people and made more than 100,000 people sick. There were wild protests in Abidjan and the Dutch company that committed the offence paid a fine of $198 million last February. Nigerians should be alarmed about the long period it is taking the government to act. Nobody knows what damage has been done. Since the first dump of toxic waste in Koko in 1988 which led to the enactment of Federal Environmental Protection Agency Act, not much has been done by the government to ensure compliance with the Act's provisions. The impact of Federal Environmental Protection Agency, FEPA, and its states equivalent has not been felt as pollution of various degrees continues daily.  The most affected areas in the country are in the Niger Delta region where multi-national oil companies engage in exploratory activities that are causing vast environmental degradation without sanction. http://allafrica.com/stories/200703290613.html
Botswana: 2010 Task Force Selected

Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone): The Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism, in collaboration with the Ministry of Sports, Youth and Culture and the local football fraternity have selected a World Cup 2010 Task Force. A statement from the Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism this week said the Task Force is meant to develop a national strategy on how to attract potential World Cup 2010 qualifiers to use Botswana in their pre-tournament training and acclimatization.  This is intended to promote Botswana tourism as big teams are normally accompanied by many fans and families. Another spin-off from the successful hosting of the teams is the publicity that the country will receive as such teams are usually accompanied by many journalists from international media.  The strategy will give guidelines on what Botswana needs to do to bring football spectators, tourists and potential investors that are expected to visit the region during the World Cup to its shores. The strategy will feed into the work of the bigger group that is convened by the Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs whose mandate goes beyond football and tourism and addresses issues of security, health facilities, immigration and others. http://allafrica.com/stories/200703290244.html
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AS CIVILIANS FLEE SOMALIA’S CAPITAL, BAN KI-MOON CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE END TO FIGHTING 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on all sides in Somalia’s capital, Mogadishu, to put an immediate end to the fighting as the United Nations refugee agency reported that over 12,000 people had fled the strife-torn city in just the last week, bringing the total since the beginning of February to 57,000. 

In a statement issued by spokesperson Mr. Ban said he was “particularly concerned about the use of air strikes and the introduction of tanks and heavy artillery into densely populated parts of the city, further increasing the security threat to large numbers of civilians. 

“This is a dangerous and troubling new development that has the potential to unravel the peace process,” the statement added, stressing that sustainable peace can only be attained through inclusive dialogue leading to a political solution and national reconciliation. 

Violence in the capital has increased since the Transitional Federal Government (TFG), backed by Ethiopian forces, dislodged the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) from Mogadishu and much of the rest of the country at the end of last year. Mortar rounds and other fire have since killed many civilians in residential areas and settlements housing 250,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

“They are hungry and face harassment from thugs, while the mothers worry about their children not being able to go to school,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said in a news release on the latest exodus. “Those who can afford it are looking for a house to rent, but most shelter under trees.” 

UNHCR’s local partners said they saw hundreds of people waiting anxiously during the weekend in crowded bus stations or searching for truck drivers to take them out of the city. Others packed their meagre belongings onto donkey-drawn carts and headed for safety. 

The TFG told civilians to leave certain areas, apparently so that it could step up its offensive against the insurgents. Most people have headed south to the neighbouring Shabelle Hoose (Lower Shabelle) region, according to UNHCR’s local partners. Many are destitute women and children who lack clan support and access to humanitarian aid, including treatment for prevalent health problems such as diarrhoea. 

Since the beginning of March, 2,250 people have travelled more than 700 kilometres north-east to Galkayo, where UNHCR has a presence. Most reach the town in the autonomous region of Puntland after a jarring truck ride of up to five days. 

“These people remain at risk even after leaving Mogadishu,” a UNHCR partner said. “They have to travel through illegal road blocks, knowing that their belongings might attract thugs and fearing that they might be killed or see their teenage children be raped or abducted.” 

In Galkayo, UNHCR Protection Officer Alexander Tyler said most of the new arrivals were women and children with relatives or clan links in the town, where they either stayed with family or moved to one of 14 IDP settlements. Those moving to the settlements arrived with only the most basic household items and depended on other people to support them. 

“They have to live in the shelters of other IDPs and to ask them for food, which puts further pressure on the limited capacity of Galkayo to cope with already up to 25,000 IDPs,” he added. 

There are currently an estimated 400,000 IDPs in Somalia, which has been torn apart by factional fighting and has not a functioning central government since 1991. Thousands of others have fled to neighbouring countries. 

* * * 

SECURITY COUNCIL CALLS FOR ‘EARLY RESOLUTION’ OF IRAN’S DETENTION OF BRITISH SAILORS 

The Security Council today called for an early resolution of the row over Iran’s detention of 15 British marines and sailors, voicing grave concern at the situation and calling for their release, while Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon discussed the issue with Iran’s Foreign Minister. 

In a statement to the press read out by Ambassador Dumisani S. Kumalo of South Africa, which holds the rotating Council presidency this month, Council members appealed to the Iranian Government to allow consular access to the naval personnel, who were captured by Revolutionary Guard members in the Persian Gulf last Friday. 

Mr. Kumalo added that Council members supported calls for “an early resolution of this problem, including the release of the 15 UK personnel.” 

Earlier today in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where he was attending the Summit of the League of Arab States, Mr. Ban discussed the detention of the British sailors – as well as Iran’s nuclear programme – during bilateral talks with the country’s Foreign Minister Manouchehr Motaki. 

Mr. Ban “expressed his wish to see an early resolution,” according to a read-out of the talks, and also urged Iran to comply in full with all Security Council resolutions, including resolution 1747, which was adopted by the 15-member panel last Saturday. 

That resolution tightened existing sanctions on Iran, imposing a ban on arms sales and expanding the freeze on assets, in response to the country’s uranium-enrichment activities, which Tehran says are for peaceful purposes but which other countries contend are driven by military ambitions. 

The resolution also reaffirms that Iran must take the steps required by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors, which has called for a full and sustained suspension of all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities; and ratification and implementation of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty’s (NPT) Additional Protocol granting the IAEA expanded rights of access to information and sites, as well as additional authority to use the most advanced technologies during the verification process. 

* * * 

UN OFFICIAL APPEALS TO SECURITY COUNCIL FOR FUNDS TO FEED, TREAT ZIMBABWEANS 

A United Nations humanitarian official today appealed to the Security Council for increased funds to allow Zimbabwe to meet the challenges posed by a “triple threat,” a combination of food insecurity, the high incidence of HIV/AIDS and declining social services. 

Rashid Khalikov, New York Director of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), briefed the Security Council on the current and “alarming” situation of the most vulnerable people in Zimbabwe, he told reporters following the closed-door meeting. 

OCHA estimates that 1.8 million metric tones of maize are needed to feed the people of Zimbabwe, yet this year’s harvest will only provide 300,000 metric tons. 

Although the country’s authorities have announced that it will distribute an additional 400,000 metric tons of maize, “the current economic situation and the level of currency reserves gives us some cause for concern as to the ability of the Government to bring this food in and distribute it in a timely manner,” Mr. Khalikov said. 

This in a country where 18 per cent of the population, or 1.8 million people, have HIV/AIDS, but only 50,000 of them have access to antiretroviral therapy treatment when at least 350,000 must be treated to contain the disease, he pointed out. The Government has committed to increasing the number of people treated, yet “there is a lot of concern of the capacity of the Government and the health services are in quite poor shape,” he said. 

Mr. Khalikov said that he told the 15-member Council that of the $240 million needed to meet humanitarian needs in Zimbabwe, only 13 per cent of that has been contributed, most of which has been channelled to the food sector. 

As a result, “education, water and sanitation and health have not been properly covered,” he said. “Therefore, the United Nations is not in a position to provide assistance to the population of Zimbabwe in a comprehensive way.” 

He added that the Government’s urban eviction campaign and land reform programmes have “exacerbated the situation on the ground and makes the position of those who are most vulnerable even more difficult.” 

The Government of Zimbabwe has requested that a joint assessment by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) be undertaken to determine the exact food needs of the country and then to fashion a response to the problem. 

Mr. Khalikov said that this assessment will most likely be carried out in April and May. 

* * * 

RESIGNATION OF GUINEA-BISSAU’S PRIME MINISTER SPARKS SECURITY COUNCIL CONCERN 

The Security Council voiced alarm today about the political and social tensions in the small, impoverished West African nation of Guinea-Bissau after the resignation of the country’s Prime Minister, and called on Government and legislative leaders to resolve their differences through dialogue. 

In a statement to the press on behalf of the 15-member panel, Ambassador Dumisani S. Kumalo of South Africa, which holds the rotating Council presidency this month, expressed particular concern at the conflict between the Government and the National Assembly. 

The press statement followed a briefing to the Council by Shola Omoregie, the Secretary-General’s Representative in Guinea-Bissau, on the latest developments in the country, which has been beset by persistent political and personal divisions among its key stakeholders. 

Prime Minister Aristides Gomes resigned from his post yesterday after his Government lost a no-confidence vote in the National Assembly last week. 

Today’s Council statement “expressed serious concern at the drug and human trafficking, and organized crime,” and urged the Government to do all it can to tackle these problems, as well as the proliferation of small arms. 

The statement added that the international community must provide Guinea-Bissau with the necessary help to strengthen its security institutions and to ensure the independence of the judiciary and the legislature. 

It also welcomed the communiqué issued earlier this week in Lisbon, Portugal, by the International Contact Group on Guinea-Bissau, and backed the efforts of that group, as well as the African Union (AU), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Community of Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP), to alleviate the country’s humanitarian suffering. 

In his most recent report on the work of the UN Peacebuilding Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS), Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned that regional international support for Guinea-Bissau was ebbing, partly because of the inability to carry out necessary reforms of public administration and the security sector. 

This meant critical donor aid was at risk and the Council press statement stressed the need for international financial institutions to maintain their engagement. 

UNOGBIS was set up in 1999 to help Guinea-Bissau, one of the poorest nations in the world, emerge from the devastation of a civil war and various coups in which thousands of people were killed, wounded or forced from their homes. 

* * * 

DARFUR: UN, SUDAN AND REGIONAL GROUPS COMMIT TO HYBRID PEACEKEEPING FORCE 

The United Nations, the Sudanese Government, the African Union (AU) and the League of Arab States (LAS) have agreed to re-double their efforts to resolve the conflict engulfing Darfur and to press ahead quickly with plans to deploy a hybrid UN-AU peacekeeping force to the war-torn region to stop the bloodshed and protect civilians. 

During a meeting in Riyadh last night chaired by Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah, the participants agreed to play their part to try to accelerate political reconciliation inside Darfur, where rebel groups have been fighting Government forces and allied Janjaweed militias since 2003. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who attended the meeting with Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, AU Chairperson Alpha Oumar Konaré and LAS Secretary-General Amr Moussa, later told reporters that, “I think we made progress where there had been an impasse.” 

A statement issued after the meeting committed the UN, AU, LAS and Sudan “to work together to seek an early and comprehensive settlement to the conflict and humanitarian suffering,” and commended yesterday’s separate agreement between the UN and Sudan to improve humanitarian access to Darfur. 

“In parallel with the political process, they also agreed on the shared need to move expeditiously ahead with the AU-UN peacekeeping operation,” the statement added, referring to the planned hybrid force – known also as the “heavy support package” – which the Sudanese Government had backed initially but then indicated it may not support. 

“Reaffirming the commitment of the Government of Sudan to the Abuja and Addis [Ababa] agreements, they agreed to hold a technical consultative briefing at the earliest possible date, to finalize the agreement on the heavy support package.” 

The agreement comes amid mounting international concern at the humanitarian situation in Darfur, where more than 200,000 people have been killed and at least 2 million others forced to leave their homes. The unrest and large-scale displacement has now spilled over into neighbouring Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR). 

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes wrapped up his visit today to Chad, the second leg of his two-week tour of the region to see first hand the conditions on the ground. 

Mr. Holmes, who is also Emergency Relief Coordinator, held talks in the capital, N’Djamena, with Chadian Prime Minister Nouradine Deluce Kassiré Coumakoye in which he stressed the need for the country’s Government to increase its protection of both internally displaced persons (IDPs) and the estimated 280,000 refugees from Darfur and the CAR. 

Mr. Holmes voiced concern about the situation in eastern Chad in particular, noting the need for increased security in the camps for IDPs and refugees. Citing carjackings as an example, he said impunity prevails for the perpetrators of many crimes. 

The Emergency Relief Coordinator then headed to Paoua in northern CAR, the scene of massive internal displacement in the past six months as armed rebels have launched attacks against villages and towns. 

He visited the destroyed village of Polau, where the 360 inhabitants fled after an attack on a Sunday three months ago when the entire village was at church. 

* * * 

LANDMARK UN TREATY ON DISABILITIES OPENS FOR SIGNATURE TOMORROW 

More than 70 countries are expected to sign a new treaty that would protect the world’s 650 million persons with disabilities when it opens for signature tomorrow at the United Nations. 

“This is an enormous event for people like me,” said Thomas Schindlmayr of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, who uses a wheelchair, at a press briefing today. “The Convention marks a major shift away from the way societies look at persons with disabilities. No longer are persons with disabilities to be seen as objects of charity and pity.” 

Mr. Schindlmayr said the new Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities treats persons with disabilities as full-fledged citizens, and stresses that their full integration will require a change of attitude in society. 

“It’s not asking for persons with disabilities to have any new rights. It’s not asking for anything else that other people don’t enjoy already. It’s asking that persons with disabilities enjoy the same opportunities in society that everybody already enjoys.” 

Jamaica is likely to be the first country to also ratify the treaty, which needs 20 States parties – or countries which have ratified the pact – before it comes into force. Mr. Schindlmayr said he expected the Convention to enter into force later this year. 

Some 40 countries will also sign the 18-article Optional Protocol on Communications, which will allow petitioning by individuals and groups on alleged violations of their rights to a committee of experts once all national recourse procedures have been exhausted. 

Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and disability advocate Gideon Mandesi, among others, will address the meeting. 

The signing ceremony, which will be webcast tomorrow at 10 a.m. from the UN General Assembly Hall, will be attended by one Vice-President, one Prince, two First Ladies, 15 Ministers and other officials who will sign the treaty on behalf of their countries. At least 350 representatives from disability organizations – which were instrumental in shaping the new treaty – will also attend. 

The Convention was adopted by the General Assembly in December after only three years of negotiations – “the fastest-negotiated treaty ever,” said Mr. Schindlmayr. 

* * * 

AT UN MEETING, OFFICIALS REVIEW PROCEDURES IN CASE OF FLU PANDEMIC 

Making a watchword of preparedness, officials from 30 countries today wrapped up a two-day United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) meeting in Paris where they reviewed responses to a potential outbreak of a new strain of influenza caused by bird flu. 

Avian influenza from the H5N1 virus is currently widespread among poultry and bird populations on three continents, officials were told by Dr. David Nabarro, the UN’s point man on the issue. It is known to have infected only a few hundred people to this point, but if it mutates into a strain that is rapidly transmissible among humans it could take a deadly and rapidly spreading toll. 

Good planning, clear arrangements for direction and staff communications, a fully prepared work force, and clear procedures for customer and workplace safety are the keys to protecting the interests of travellers, companies, and the entire tourism sector, Dr. Nabarro told the group. 

At any given time, there are over 2 million travellers abroad, and millions more travelling within home countries, according to Geoffrey Lipman, UNWTO Assistant Secretary-General. He underscored that there is no present threat to tourism from avian flu. The purpose of the two-day exercise in Paris, organized by the UNWTO, is to hone coordination within countries as well as across borders in the event of a regional or global crisis. 

“The tourism sector is committed to being fully prepared in the event of a pandemic,” Mr. Lipman said. A special portal has been launched at www.sos.travel to help travellers and the industry in case of such an emergency. 

* * * 

ARRIVING IN LEBANON, BAN KI-MOON SAYS DIALOGUE IS KEY TO NATIONAL UNITY 

Continuing a diplomatic tour of the Middle East, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon arrived in Beirut today, where he said dialogue and compromise are key to Lebanon’s national unity. 

Mr. Ban, who has so far visited Iraq, Egypt, Palestine, Israel, Jordan and Saudi Arabia, said the trip has been instructive. “I have listened attentively and I have learned a great deal about the region and the challenges it is facing. I realize these challenges are particularly serious in Lebanon, where I trust a return to dialogue and reconciliation will prevail,” he said. 

“We have seen how easily political tensions can spill over into violence. All sides would lose from such an escalation. I believe that dialogue and compromise are the only ways to stability and national unity,” Mr. Ban told the press on arrival in Beirut. 

The Secretary-General voiced his commitment to addressing the situation in Lebanon, “especially the successful implementation of Security Council Resolution 1701” which ended the 34-day war between Israel and Hizbollah last year. 

While in Lebanon, Mr. Ban will spend a day with peacekeepers from the UN Interim Force (UNIFIL), which was considerably strengthened by resolution 1701. Those blue helmets, he said, “have played a crucial role in enabling the cessation of hostilities to take hold as well as providing humanitarian assistance to the people of south Lebanon.” 

* * * 

UNICEF GIVES HALF A MILLION CHILDREN A CHANCE TO GO TO SCHOOL IN NORTHERN UGANDA 

A campaign backed by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) aiming to help school 450,000 children returning home from displacement camps in the war-torn northern region of Uganda kicked off today. 

Over the next two years, this scheme will also target 4,500 teachers in 650 schools in the Lango sub-region in northern Uganda. 

“UNICEF reaffirms its commitment to avail all the resources possible to help communities across Uganda send their children – girls and boys alike – to school,” said Keith McKenzie, the agency’s Representative in Uganda. 

Northern Uganda has been ravaged by fighting between the Government and the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) for over a decade, and thousand of civilians have been killed or abducted while more than 1.5 million have become refugees or internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Orum Primary School, where today’s launch took place, was operational during the height of the violence between 2003 and 2006, and played host to 14 other displaced schools which have since been reestablished. 

This programme is part of the larger ‘Go to School, Back to School, Stay in School’ scheme – a joint effort by UNICEF, other UN agencies, the Government of Uganda and civil society organizations – which started last month and targets 1.3 million children and 13,000 teachers in 1,600 schools. 

The latest statistics from the 2004-2005 school year show that over 7 million children were enrolled in school in Uganda, and half were girls. 

However, recent Government data shows that in the Lango sub-region, less than 50 per cent of children enroll in primary school at the Government-designated age of six. Of those who did enter school, fewer than half completed the first cycle of schooling. 

“Low levels of primary school enrollment, retention and completion represent a basic violation of child rights,” McKenzie said. “The immediate impact of low education levels on individual health, HIV/AIDS prevention and protection from various forms of neglect, abuse and exploitation is crucial.” 

UNICEF is distributing educational materials such as writing tools, mathematics sets and school bags; hygiene supplies including cloths and soap; and sports equipment such as volleyballs and footballs. The agency is also providing teacher-training materials for teachers and caregivers. 

* * * 

UN REFUGEE AGENCY RESUMES REPATRIATIONS FROM UGANDA TO SUDAN AFTER HEALTH SCARE 

The United Nations refugee agency has resumed the repatriation southern Sudanese refugees from Uganda’s West Nile district, six weeks after the operation had to be suspended because of a meningitis outbreak. 

Some 13 trucks carrying 600 refugees and their belongings left the district in north-western Uganda, heading for Eastern Equatoria state in southern Sudan, earlier this month, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported yesterday. 

The resumption comes as the non-governmental organization (NGO) Médecins Sans Frontières has now vaccinated almost 400,000 southern Sudanese against meningitis. 

But UNHCR officials warned that the pace of returns from West Nile to southern Sudan remained slow because of logistical problems within Uganda and the lack of infrastructure and basic services available to refugees as they return to Sudan and try to rebuild their former lives. 

“In the cities they have things, but in the countryside there are no schools, no dispensaries, no police,” UNHCR quoted a refugee community spokesperson as saying. 

The journey itself is hazardous, and includes a crossing of the Nile on a dilapidated ferry so that areas plagued by armed bandits can be avoided. 

UNHCR has helped almost 7,000 Sudanese refugees return home from Uganda and registered more than 16,000 others who made the journey on their own, part of wider efforts to promote returns in the wake of the 2005 agreement ended the 21-year civil war between Sudan’s north and south. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that an additional 1,200 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have recently returned from South Darfur, Khartoum or other areas to their former home districts in southern Sudan. 

UN agencies have also completed an operation to clear mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) from one of the main routes for delivering trade and humanitarian aid in southern Sudan. 

* * * 

UN DRUGS AND CRIME OFFICE PARTNERS WITH DUBAI TO TACKLE TRAFFICKING AND ABUSE 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Dubai Police today signed a project to tackle drug abuse and illicit trafficking in the United Arab Emirates and regionally. 

“Through this project it is envisaged that the Dubai police will have a leading role in reversing increased drug trafficking and drug abuse among young people in the UAE and other States of the region,” said UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa, who endorsed the pact along with Dubai Police Chief Lieutenant General Dahi Khalfan Tamim. 

UNODC will help upgrade the Dubai Police Training Centre into a “centre of excellence” for the region-wide transfer of knowledge and the training of law enforcement staff to ensure they have the skills needed to cope with an increased influx of narcotic drugs, the Vienna-based agency said in a news release. 

The $1.2 million project, fully funded by the Dubai police, will last for two and a half years, starting in April. 

As part of the project, UNODC will assist Dubai and the UAE as a whole in developing a coordinated national action plan on drug demand reduction. The Office will also help develop and implement national drug abuse and HIV/AIDS prevention modules for schools and universities to address young people in a way that suits the culture of the Gulf region. 

“Today’s signing should be seen in the context of an ever-strengthening relationship and engagement between UNODC and the UAE,” Mr. Costa said, voicing appreciation for the “generous support” the country has provided to the agency. 

* * * 

SOLUTION MUST BE FOUND FOR THOUSANDS OF CONGOLESE REFUGEES IN ANGOLA – UN 

Now that the repatriation of over 400,000 Angolan refugees has been completed, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says the next challenge for Angola is finding a solution for the thousands of Congolese refugees residing in the country, many of whom do not want to return to their homeland. 

High Commissioner António Guterres yesterday visited the Vianna Refugee Camp which shelters 7,000 Congolese refugees who have been living in Angola since fleeing the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 1960s during the separatist conflict in Katanga province when the country was known as Zaire. Most of these people were born in Angola and are the children of original refugees, and many have stated that they do not wish to return to their homeland. 

UNHCR believes that permanent residency in Angola is the best solution for these long-standing refugees, and is planning to register those in the Vianna camp and others later this year to compile detailed data on this group. 

The Angolan Government has indicated that it is willing to join efforts to find a solution for the Congolese refugees, but the lack of thorough information has so far impeded progress. 

“When it comes to hosting refugees, the extreme generosity of African nations is impressive and should serve as an example for other nations to follow,” Mr. Guterres said. 

Mr. Guterres just completed a four-day visit to Angola and attended a ceremony on Tuesday marking the end of the official close of the UNHCR-backed repatriation programme which began in 2003. Of the 457,000 Angolans who lived outside their homeland at the end of the almost three-decade-long civil war in 2002, nearly 410,000 have returned home. 

Of these repatriated refugees, UNHCR organized the return of 138,594 Angolans and assisted 116,856 who returned on their own. An additional 154,000 are believed to have repatriated without the agency’s help. 

“Contrary to what many people believe, the vast majority of refugees do not want to emigrate to a rich country,” Mr. Guterres said at the ceremony in Luanda, the capital, attended by representatives of countries which had hosted Angolan refugees. “The majority want to go back home.” 

Also at the event, Angolan Prime Minister Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos said that his country would do its utmost to ensure the sustainable reintegration of those who had recently returned home by providing jobs, schools and hospitals. 

“This is a very important moment and this operation is particularly important, not only because of the number of persons repatriated and the countries involved, but also – and for me this is the most important fact – because the operation was carried out without any accidents or incidents,” he said. 

Recently, UNHCR has focused on facilitating the reintegration of Angolan refugees, aiming to act as a catalyst to involve the Government, other international bodies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in urgent development programmes. 

“UN agencies have eventually – and with some difficulty – moved from the humanitarian phase to a development-oriented one,” said Enrique Valles, the UNHCR officer in charge of Angolan reintegration. “However, the humanitarian situation in the areas of return remains fragile.” 

* * * 

SECRETARY-GENERAL GIVES PRIORITY TO STREAMLINING UN WITH GREATER COHESION 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today pledged to better harmonize the United Nations diverse development, humanitarian and environmental activities to produce a more efficient and responsive organization. 

“It is a priority for me for the United Nations to bring its many disparate strengths together to address the world’s pressing development needs,” Mr. Ban said in message delivered by Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Jose Antonio Ocampo to a Regional High-level Consultation on UN System-Wide Coherence in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

“This summer will mark the midpoint between the year 2000, when the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were first articulated and adopted, and the year by which they are meant to be achieved, 2015,” he added, referring to targets set by the UN Millennium Summit seeking to slash a host of social ills, such as extreme hunger and poverty, maternal and infant mortality, and lack of access to health care and education. 

“At a time when donor countries are discussing increases in official development assistance, it is also essential that the United Nations demonstrates its ability to use those resources effectively,” he stressed. 

Mr. Ban noted that the recommendations put forward late last year in the report of the High-level Panel on UN System-Wide Coherence presented an ambitious yet achievable vision of a harmonized and accountable UN system. 

The report, entitled Delivering as One, recommended a country-level consolidation of UN agencies, the strengthening of leadership on humanitarian and environmental activities, and the creation of both a new funding system and a new women’s organization. 

“Our intention is to keep implementing those proposals that build on existing inter-governmental processes and reform initiatives,” Mr. Ban said, citing the ongoing consultative process in the General Assembly on UN environmental activities, reform UN business practices in the areas of human resources, common services and evaluation procedures, and the voluntary “One UN” pilot programmes recently launched by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) to unify UN operations in 8 countries. 

“I agree with the Panel’s proposals to strengthen the UN’s gender architecture, and I encourage Member States to study the possibility of replacing several current structures with a dynamic, consolidated UN entity,” he added. 

* * * 

NUMBER OF AFGHAN PATIENTS TREATED FOR TB DOUBLED SINCE 2001: UN HEALTH AGENCY 

The number of patients being treated for tuberculosis in Afghanistan has more than doubled since 2001, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) announced today, saying this could be the result of a dramatic improvement in the detection of cases. 

In 2006, WHO figures show that 25,443 people, of whom 16,538 were women, were being treated for tuberculosis. In 2001, the number of cases detected and treated was slightly over 9,500. 

The growing availability of treatment is coupled with a decline in the spread of TB, with WHO saying that the number of new cases every year has been nearly halved over the last two decades. 

The agency also estimate that there were over 40,000 new cases of the disease last year, and 65 per cent of those newly infected were women between 15 and 45 years old, a highly vulnerable group. 

These figures come on the heels of World TB Day which was commemorated on 24 March. 

“Whilst we have seen tuberculosis cases dramatically cut over the past few years, the Afghan Government need to continue to engage donors, partners and civil society organizations to fund and fully support tuberculosis control activities,” said Dr. Riyad Ahmed Musa, WHO’s representative for Afghanistan. 

The agency called on the Government and international donors to fund the national plan to prevent the disease’s spread and increase detection and treatment. 

“We have achieved a lot, but we must not become complacent and we must ensure that we have the financial support to prevent the progress we have made being reversed,” he added. 

WHO considers the Directly Observed Treatment Short (DOTS) courses – a treatment plan which identifies tuberculosis cases and then treats them by closely monitoring patients’ medication intake for six to eight months – the best strategy to combat the disease. DOTS has now been fully integrated into Afghanistan’s primary health care system and covers the entire country. 

* * * 

BUILDING SECTOR CAN PLAY KEY ROLE IN COMBATING GLOBAL WARMING, UN REPORT SAYS 

The right mix of appropriate government regulation, greater use of energy saving technologies and behavioural change can substantially reduce global-warming carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the building sector, which accounts for 30 to 40 per cent of total energy use, according to a United Nations reported released today. 

“The savings that can be made right now are potentially huge and the costs to implement them relatively low if sufficient numbers of Governments, industries, businesses and consumers act,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said of the measures that range from revamping ventilation systems to replacing the traditional incandescent light bulb. 

“By some conservative estimates, the building sector worldwide could deliver emission reductions of 1.8 billion tonnes of C02. A more aggressive energy efficiency policy might deliver over 2 billion tonnes or close to three times the amount scheduled to be reduced under the Kyoto Protocol,” he added, referring to the pact setting legally binding emission reduction targets for 35 industrialized countries in the 2008-2012 period. 

The report – Buildings and Climate Change: Status, Challenges and Opportunities – produced by UNEP’s Sustainable Construction and Building Initiative (SBCI), pushes for greater use of existing technologies like thermal insulation, solar shading and more efficient lighting and electrical appliances. 

In the lifetime of an average building most energy is consumed not for construction but for heating, cooling, lighting, cooking and ventilation. Typically more than 80 per cent of total energy consumption occurs during use and less than 20 per cent during construction. Citing the example of Europe, the report says more than one fifth of present energy consumption and up to 45 million tonnes of CO2 per year could be saved by 2010 by applying more ambitious standards to new and existing buildings. 

“Energy efficiency, along with cleaner and renewable forms of energy generation, is one of the pillars upon which a de-carbonized world will stand or fall,” Mr. Steiner said, noting that several countries, including Australia, Cuba and the European Union, are looking to phase out or ban the traditional incandescent light bulb that has been around for well over a century in various forms. 

The International Energy Agency estimates that a total global switch to compact fluorescent bulbs would, in 2010, deliver C02 savings of 470 million tonnes, or slightly over half of the Kyoto reductions. 

“We have to ask what the hurdles are, if any, to achieving such positive low cost change and set about decisively and swiftly to overcome them, if they exist at all,” Mr. Steiner said. 

SBCI Chairman Olivier Luneau added that advanced and expensive high-tech solutions were often not needed. “Simple solutions can include sun shading and natural ventilation, improved insulation of the building envelope, use of recycled building materials, adoption of the size and form of the building to its intended use, etc,” he said. 

“Of course you can achieve even better results if more sustainable construction system solutions are used, such as intelligent lighting and ventilation systems, low temperature heating and cooling systems and energy saving household appliances.” 

The report stresses the importance of appropriate government policies on building codes, energy pricing and financial incentives that encourage reductions in energy consumption. 

In developed countries the main challenge is to achieve emission reduction among mostly existing buildings, and this can largely be done by reducing the use of energy. In other parts of the world, especially places like China where almost 2 billion square meters of new building space is added every year, the challenge is to leapfrog directly to more energy efficient building solutions, the report says. 

* * * 

====================================================================

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

29 March 2007
====================================================================
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Farhan Haq, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  We will be having with us, very shortly, Thomas Schindlmayr, the United Nations Disabilities Expert, who will brief you on the opening for signature of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  And that will take place after I’m done with my part of the noon briefing.

More than 50 countries have indicated that they will sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at a solemn ceremony that will be held in the General Assembly Hall tomorrow, Friday.  And we have a press release upstairs with some more information.

**Secretary-General Statement on Somalia
I have the following statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General concerning the intensification of fighting in Mogadishu:

The Secretary General is deeply disturbed by the intensification of fighting in Mogadishu today, which has resulted in the tragic loss of civilian lives.  He is particularly concerned with the use of air strikes and the introduction of tanks and heavy artillery into densely populated parts of the city, further increasing the threat to the security of a large number of civilians.  This is a dangerous and troubling new development that can unravel the peace process.  He urges all the parties to put an immediate end to the fighting and to honour the cessation of hostilities agreed to last week.

The Secretary-General emphasizes once again that sustainable peace in Somalia can only be attained through an inclusive dialogue leading to a political solution and national reconciliation.

We have copies of that statement upstairs.

** Somalia
Still on Somalia, François Lonseny Fall, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for that country, says the situation is becoming very dangerous and the dilemma now facing Somalia is whether to secure Mogadishu before the planned reconciliation congress by forcing disarmament or to broker a political settlement to the crisis before any disarmament can take place.  Even so, Fall remains confident that the Somali parties are open to genuine dialogue.    

And the United Nations refugee agency, meanwhile, estimates that 57,000 people have fled the outburst of deadly violence in the Somali capital in the past two months, and that figure includes some 12,000 Mogadishu residents who escaped last week.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says that some among the dead of the latest violence are internally displaced people whose settlements were hit by rounds of mortar.  More on that upstairs.

** Sudan
Yesterday evening in Riyadh, the Secretary-General, President Omer al-Bashir of Sudan, African Union Chairperson Alpha Oumar Konare, and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, Amr Moussa, met to discuss the situation in Darfur, in a meeting chaired by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia.

In a statement issued afterwards, which we have upstairs, the participants recognized the need for the United Nations, the African Union and the League of Arab States to work together to seek an early and comprehensive settlement to the conflict and humanitarian suffering in Darfur.  Based on this recognition, they agreed to redouble efforts to bring all parties concerned, including non-signatories and the Government of Sudan, to the peace process to accelerate political reconciliation.

In parallel with the political process, they also agreed on the shared need to move expeditiously ahead with the African Union-United Nations peacekeeping operation.  Reaffirming the commitment of the Government of Sudan to the Abuja and Addis Ababa agreements, they agreed to hold a technical consultative briefing at the earliest possible date, to finalize the agreement on the heavy support package.  The Secretary-General told reporters after the meeting, “I think we made progress, where there had been an impasse.”

**Secretary-General’s Visit to Saudi Arabia
Meanwhile, on the last day of his visit to Riyadh, the Secretary-General hosted a breakfast meeting with Manouchehr Mottaki, the Foreign Minister of Iran. In the meeting, the two discussed Iran’s nuclear programme and the detention of 15 British marines and sailors in Iran.  The Secretary-General urged Iran's compliance, in full, with Security Council resolution 1747 and earlier Council resolutions.  On the issue of the British marines and sailors, the Secretary-General expressed his wish to see an early resolution of this problem.

The Secretary-General also held separate bilateral meetings with the Presidents of Algeria, Yemen and Iraq and with the Emir of Kuwait.  Then, in the afternoon, he attended the closing session of the Arab Summit before leaving Saudi Arabia for Lebanon, where he is scheduled to meet tomorrow with Prime Minister Fouad Siniora and other senior officials.

**Security Council -- Today’s Meetings
The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on Guinea-Bissau.  Shola Omoregie, the head of the United Nations Peace-building Support Office in that country, briefed Council members on the Secretary-General’s latest report on Guinea-Bissau, in which he says that the persistent and bitter divisions among key national stakeholders threaten to compromise the independence and authority of the judiciary and the legislature.

After that, the Security Council is to hear, under other matters, a briefing on the humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe by an official from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Rashid Khalikov.  I was told that Mr. Khalikov was willing to talk to reporters at the Council stakeout once his briefing is done.  That could happen any time about now.  So he might be coming over to the stakeout over the course of this coming hour.

**Security Council -- Yesterday’s Meetings
The Security Council concluded its open meeting yesterday on cooperation between the United Nations and regional organizations in conflict prevention, peacebuilding and peacekeeping, by adopting a presidential statement.  The statement asked the Secretary-General for a report with specific proposals on how the world body could foster collaboration and deeper partnerships with other intergovernmental organizations and regional and subregional actors, especially the African Union.

The Security Council, in another presidential statement yesterday afternoon, welcomed and endorsed the agreement signed by President Laurent Gbagbo of Côte d’Ivoire and Guillaume Soro, in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on 4 March, and supported the appointment of Guillaume Soro as Prime Minister.  The Council also unanimously approved a resolution amending the sanctions placed on Rwanda. 

**Emergency Relief Coordinator’s Visit to Chad
As he wrapped up his visit to Chad today, Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in the eastern part of the country.  Meeting with Chad’s Prime Minister, he stressed the need for the Government to increase its protection of internally displaced persons and to deal with nearly 300,000 refugees from Sudan and the Central African Republic.

He underscored the need for the Government to work with the United Nations to increase security in the refugee camps and their surroundings, noting the impunity prevailing for perpetrators of carjackings and other crimes.  Even though humanitarian actors have not been directly targeted, this underscores the dangerous environment in which they work, he said.  And we have more in a press release upstairs.

**Southern Sudan
Also from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, organized return operations of internally displaced persons are continuing in Southern Sudan, with nearly 1,200 additional people returning from South Darfur, Khartoum and other areas.  

On a related front, clearance of mines and unexploded ordnance on one of Southern Sudan’s main routes for trade and delivering humanitarian aid was completed last week.

** Haiti
Turning to Haiti, the United Nations is helping out in relief efforts following recent heavy rains and flooding.  In Ouanaminthe, in the north-east, a “crisis cell” has been set up under the leadership of the Mayor and with the support of the United Nations Mission and other humanitarian partners.  The United Nations Mission is also helping the Haitian Government to assess damage, evacuate populations in high-risk areas and provide drinking water.  The World Food Programme, meanwhile, has sent two trucks of food to provide assistance to approximately 500 people in temporary shelters for two weeks.  

**Human Rights Council
In Geneva, the Human Rights Council today held a debate on reports presented and issues raised throughout the week, during which several delegations expressed concern about the human rights situation in Zimbabwe.  A number of speakers called on the Government of Zimbabwe to cease human rights violations, restore the rule of law, and allow Zimbabweans to freely express their opinions.  Zimbabwe was also urged to start a dialogue with opposition figures in the country aimed at forging national unity and reconciliation.

Earlier in the day, the Council concluded its interactive dialogue on the reports of experts on human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises; on the right to health; and on the situation of human rights defenders.  

Tomorrow, the Council is scheduled to vote on a number of drafts resolutions before it, which have either been tabled during this session or deferred from previous sessions.  And we have more information available on the Human Rights Council web page.

**Northern Uganda
United Nations agencies led by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Ugandan Government and civil society organizations have launched a campaign to improve primary-school enrolment in war-affected northern and north-eastern Uganda.  This is part of a countrywide campaign aiming to speed up enrolment and strengthen retention and completion of school by both boys and girls.  “Go to School, Back to School, Stay in School”, as the campaign is known, looks to benefit some 1.3 million children in and out of school as well as 13,000 teachers in 1,600 schools in 18 districts.  UNICEF is taking the lead in providing educational and teacher-training materials for people in the region.  

**International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
The Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia yesterday dismissed a filing by detainee Vladimir Kovačević in his attempt to stop the transfer of his case to the Republic of Serbia, thus clearing the way for the Tribunal’s first-ever referral of a case to the Serb jurisdiction.  To date, the Tribunal has transferred nine accused to Bosnia and Herzegovina for trial and referred one case involving two accused to Croatia.

**Press Conferences
In addition to the press conference we’ll have today very shortly with Mr. Schindlmayr, at 12:45pm tomorrow there will be a press conference on the opening for signature of the Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities.  Here to brief you at that time will be the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour; the Vice-President of Ecuador, Lenin Moreno; New Zealand’s Minister for Disabilities Issues, Ruth Dyson; Mexico’s Under-Secretary for Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights, Juan Manuel Gómez Robledo; and Yannis Vardakastanis, from the International Disability Caucus.

Do we have any questions before we turn to Mr. Schindlmayr?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I want to find out -- on this issue with Britain and Tehran -- about these 15 prisoners.  Iran says that they were in Iranian waters; the Brits claim that they have a video which proves that, no, they were in Iraqi waters.  Now, basically, there’s a standoff.  And when the Secretary-General says that he would like “an early resolution” to this -- who could be an independent arbiter in this matter, to determine where these British soldiers were at that time?

Associate Spokesperson:  Without getting into the issue, for now, of where the sailors had been: as you can see from the meeting with the Foreign Minister, the Secretary-General is involved in this issue.  We have heard from the British side, as well as from the Iranians, and we have been in discussions with them.  We’ll see where we go.  But for now, I don’t have any further comment beyond what I’ve already said on this.

Question:  Let me just clarify.  What you’re saying, basically, is that the United Nations is engaged with both sides, but have not resolved the situation.  Have I... Is that right?

Associate Spokesperson:  The United Nations has heard from both sides.  We’re trying to play a helpful role where we can… The Secretary-General did discuss the matter with the Iranian Foreign Minister.

Question:  Does the United Nations have any mapping/cartography teams and so on that, regardless of whether they will decide to do it or not, they have the capacity of deciding where exactly is the border?

Associate Spokesperson:  We certainly do have cartography teams who have helped deal with border issues in the past.  I’m sure you’re aware for example, of the work that our United Nations cartographers are doing right now over the issue of Shebaa Farms in Lebanon.  But let’s not get ahead of the course in terms of whether or not we’ll be requested to do anything similar.

Question:  But those people have the capacity to determine where the maritime borders are?

Associate Spokesperson:  The United Nations has cartographic expertise.  Whether or not it’s going to be used is a question we haven’t gotten to yet.

Question:  Farhan, I have two questions.  To follow-up on Masood and Benny’s question:  what was actually the response from the Iranian Foreign Minister, Mottaki, to the Secretary-General?  Did he have any response?  There have been some news reports that the Iranian Foreign Minister would like to see an earlier resolution.  However, the National Guard, or Iranian Guards, is not in favour of that.  So, do you have that knowledge?  

Associate Spokesperson:  I’ll leave it to the Iranian Government to respond, in terms of what their reactions have been.  Clearly, they discussed this issue at some length today.

Question:  But what was his reaction, the Iranian Foreign Minister?

Associate Spokesperson:  I wouldn’t characterize the Iranian Foreign Minister’s reaction.  I would leave that to the Iranian Government to do.

Question:  You don’t know the reading?  What did he say to the...?

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, we have the readout upstairs, which I’ve just read out to you.  I wouldn’t go beyond that at this stage.

Question:  Regarding the visit to Lebanon: is Mr. Ban Ki-moon to visit, to see, Mr. Nabih Berri during his visit there, or just Mr. Siniora?

Associate Spokesperson:  He’s due to see a number of officials, and one of those that had been included on an earlier schedule was, in fact, Mr. Berri.  But we’ll have some more details tomorrow.

Question:  Is President Emile Lahoud on the schedule?

Associate Spokesperson:  He met Mr. Lahoud in Riyadh.  So they actually met each other on the margins of the Arab League Summit.

Question:  Regarding the meeting with Mr. Mottaki today: did they raise the issue of the Arbil diplomats who were kidnapped by the Americans?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t have any detail on that in the readout.

Question:  A follow-up on the question about cartographers.  When or what is the procedure in which the United Nations cartographers would be called in to give their expertise?

Associate Spokesperson:  I wouldn’t want to get ahead of the game at this stage.  The question is... 

Question:  In principle, what does it take -- a Security Council request for that to happen?  Or missions?  How does it happen?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’d rather not speculate.  There’s been no request about the cartographers right now.  If the issue arises, we can have some more information, but it hasn’t arisen so far.

Question:  Excuse me, could we at least get a criteria of how it plays out, normally?  Even tomorrow.  That’ll be helpful.

Associate Spokesperson:  I try not to lay out hypothetical scenarios.  If something becomes more real, of course we’ll have the information for you then.  But not on a hypothetical basis.

Question:  Earlier, we spoke to the Russian Ambassador on Kosovo.  He actually… announced two proposals from the Russian Mission on sending the Security Council mission and comprehensive review of [resolution] 1244.  And he mentioned that, somehow, the Security Council was expecting Mr. [Martti] Ahtisaari on 3 February in town.  Do you have a confirmation that he is going to come, and whether the Secretary-General will attend that historical meeting on Kosovo?

Associate Spokesperson:  At this stage, again, this is another one of those matters on which the decisions have to made outside.  It’s up to the Security Council to determine their programme of work for April and, until they’ve done that, I can’t officially confirm a date on 3 April.  

Question:  Can or can’t?

Associate Spokesperson:  I cannot.  Because it’s up to the Members of the Security Council to agree on their programme of work for April.  It’s clear that some members of the Council are indicating the desire to have this meeting take place on the afternoon of the third, so there has been that talk.  But it hasn’t been officially scheduled yet.  Certainly Mr. Ahtisaari is willing to come to New York for whatever date the Security Council agrees on.  If it’s the third, he’ll come on the third.  And, by the way, whenever there is agreement for him to come and speak to the Council, he’s also looking forward to speaking to you, possibly in this room or at the Security Council stakeout.

Question:  And on whether the Secretary-General will attend that meeting?

Associate Spokesperson:  We’ll have to see, of course, when the meeting is scheduled.  If it’s scheduled at a time when he’s in New York, then that would become relevant.

Question:  Two quick questions.  One is: I saw that the Deputy Secretary-General is slated to meet with the Permanent Representative of Myanmar later this afternoon.  And I’m wondering what’s on the agenda, and whether, in light of Special Rapporteur [Paulo Sergio] Pinheiro’s call for the release of political prisoners, whether Ms. Migiro will be raising that or other human rights issues?

Associate Spokesperson:  We don’t often get readouts of meetings that are held with the Permanent Representatives here, of which there are many.  But I’ll see whether we can get some information once that happens.  He later told the correspondent that it had been a courtesy visit.

Question:  I know there’s been a request for some time to have Ms. Migiro either do a briefing here or maybe they were going to do it at the United Nations Correspondents Association (UNCA) Club.  Where does it stand, to actually hear from Ms. Migiro?

Associate Spokesperson:  She’s certainly willing to meet with you in a number of venues.  I don’t know what the arrangements are, whether it’s here or in UNCA for the next one.

Question:  I guess I would like to reiterate that invitation, on behalf of UNCA.  I just think it’s time.

The other question I have is: there were these announcements about what they call the mobility posts.  There’s about a dozen, maybe, that were announced with some fanfare.  Mr. [Vijay] Nambiar said there were 1,200 applications.  What is the status of those?  Some people are saying that some of the posts have been given out.  Is that the case?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m not aware that any of them have been given out.  Certainly none of them have been announced.  I know that I’ve been looking with interest, to see whether those posts have been filled.  But as far as I know, they’re not.

Question:  Will they be announced when they are filled?

Associate Spokesperson:  I imagine so, yes.  I don’t think all of them will be announced, because many of them are fairly low-level.  I imagine the higher-level ones would be announced, as we normally do with high-level posts.

Question:  I wanted to find out: in case the Secretary-General takes it upon himself to determine as to... to bring the parties together, Iran and the Brits together, to determine as to who is to be faulted for this particular incident.  How does he go about doing it?  At least, is there an independent arbiter?  Does he become, ultimately, the arbiter, to make that decision, if it comes to that?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’d rather not speculate what role he may be requested to play, down the line.  At this stage, we have received information from the United Kingdom Government.  And of course…, he’s also spoken with the Iranian Foreign Minister and taken up this issue.  What we do further, in the interest of making sure that this particular diplomatic effort is successful, I’d rather not get ahead of ourselves until we get to those points.

Question:  My question relates to something that was asked yesterday about whistleblowers, and the attitude of some at the United Nations on things which they disagree with.  And before asking my question, let me just state that this is probably going to be my last question for a while, because some at the Department of Public Information disagree with some of my questions, so my pass isn’t going to be renewed for a while.

Now, the question is:  yesterday, there was quite some discussion about the Office of the Ombudsman.  And I understand that the Secretary-General has actually requested for a significant renewal of the internal justice system at the United Nations.  But yesterday’s decision was to postpone for a year the enhancement of the Ombudsman’s Office.  Which means that my question is: how does the Secretary-General look at the decision that was taken yesterday, and also at the fact that some requests to go before the Ombudsman at the United Nations have been simply neglected?  Is that Office of the Ombudsman at the United Nations an active body?  Is the United Nations interested to make it into an active body?  Is the United Nations going to fund it?  Is the Secretary-General going to back it?  

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, it is an active body.  It’s funded, by the way, out of the regular budget, as with the other functions of the United Nations.  I’ll see whether I can get any response to your questions from the Ombudsman’s Office, and I’ll see what they have to say on that.

Question:  I wanted to follow up on Massoud’s question.  Actually, how would you respond to how deep is the involvement -- diplomatic involvement -- of the Secretary-General in this crisis with Iran?  And is he really going to go beyond this request for the early resolution of the crisis?

Associate Spokesperson:  There’s not much more I can say at this point on any of that.  Obviously, it’s a deep enough involvement that the Secretary-General himself has taken up the issue, as he did this morning.  Beyond that, I would rather not say.  It is an issue that we’ve been looking at with interest in recent days and we have been in touch with the different sides.  Whether we have any larger role to play, we’ll have to see what the parties themselves want out of it.

Question:  What did Mr. Ban Ki-moon discuss with King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia regarding the Middle East plan, or Middle East peace?  Is there any particular point here you could shed some light on?

Associate Spokesperson:  Not so much.  They discussed the Summit that was underway and, of course, they discussed the Arab Peace Initiative concerning the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.  As you know, the Secretary-General made it very clear yesterday that he thought of this as one of the key pillars of the peace process, and he has encouraged all Arab States -- to recommit themselves to the initiative.  And he’s also encouraged the Israeli Government to look very carefully at that Initiative.  And beyond that, they also discussed the various other issues that were being brought up at the Summit in Riyadh.

Question:  I want to follow up on Mr. Jawetz’s question.  I don’t fully understand the situation.  But can you say from this podium who, within the United Nations system, makes the decision -- for example, on renewing the pass of an accredited journalist here?  And on what basis?

Associate Spokesperson:  That’s a decision that’s made by the Department of Public Information.

Question:  At what level?

Associate Spokesperson:  It’s a process that goes up through the Department.  Ultimately, it’s a decision that’s made by…

Question:  Mr. [Shashi] Tharoor?

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, I don’t know whether he’s looked at this matter or not.  Certainly it’s been reviewed by the senior officials in the Department of Public Information.  The thing is, I would rather not get into discussing the... 

Question:  That’s why I’m asking a policy question.  I’m not asking [talkover].

Associate Spokesperson:  I would rather not get into the question of discussing the basis for their decision.  They have certain guidelines in terms of how media accreditation is handled, and they took this decision based on their guidelines.  I believe if Mr. Jawetz wants to deal with the matter any further… this is an issue taken up in other aspects of the Department of Public Information.  It’s not this office, for example.  That’s about it.  

Question:  But my question is, who makes the decision?  For example, the incoming Head of the Department of Public Information, has he had any -- not necessarily in this case -- but at what... Where are these policies?  I was told in this case that there was reference made to, somehow, UNCA was involved in this decision.  Are you aware of that?  Can you confirm that at all?

Associate Spokesperson:  I was told that the United Nations Correspondents Association was briefed about this, yes.

Question:  Briefed about it, but I think it was presented to Mr. Jawetz that this was, somehow, a joint decision.

[Another speaker]  But it was not.

It was not.  And I want to ask as an UNCA Member, to put it on the record that it was not.

Associate Spokesperson:  I was told that this was discussed… between Mr. [Ahmad] Fawzi in the Department of Public Information Office and the Head of UNCA.

Question:  And as UNCA members, we were told that this was not… things were said.  Nothing was said.  And it was said to him that this was a joint decision.  I guess I’m asking for clarity on this matter.

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m not characterizing it as a joint decision.  I’m saying that this was a decision made, that the Department of Public Information made, on the basis of their guidelines.  And it was their decision to make.  I would suggest that you take up the matter with them.  I do not have any… further basis in terms of… discussing what their criteria are.  You can take that up, possibly with Mr. Fawzi’s Office afterwards.

Question:  Was it Mr. Fawzi who made that decision?

Associate Spokesperson:  No, no.  It was a decision made by a number of people in the Department of Public Information.  It’s a process.

Question:  It says here that “the Standing Committee of the Department of Public Information and the United Nations Correspondents Association has concluded”.  I discussed this yesterday with Tuyet [J. Nguyen] and he said he wasn’t part of any decision, that this thing was simply done as a matter of... that he was informed at the meeting that there are proceedings against me.  And this didn’t make him part of the decision-making process.  That’s what he said to me yesterday.

[Another speaker] Can we hear the whole letter?  Can you read it?

Yes.  “I write in response to your request for the renewal of the accreditation of Mr. Pincas Jawetz to the Sustainable Development Media Think Tank.  As expressed in the letter to you, dated 29 November” -- which I can read to you also -- “copy attached, for ease of reference” -- no copy was attached; the letter arrived without a copy -- “Mr. Jawetz does not meet the criteria for original reporting required for media accreditation, which can be found at” -- there’s a website, un.org/media/accreditation.

“Mr. Jawetz’s accreditation was reviewed by the Standing Committee of the Department of Public Information and the United Nations Correspondents Association, and the Committee concluded that there had been no developments that would reverse the earlier evaluation of his accreditation status.  In fact, all of the concerns expressed in the 29 November 2006 letter persist.  Please note that applications for accreditation are considered on a case by case basis, and the decisions of the Department of Public Information are final.”

Okay.  Now let me tell you what was in the letter of 29 November, because that is the letter that is really quite interesting.

Associate Spokesperson:  While you’re reviewing... At some point, of course, we’re going to go to our guest, who has been waiting rather patiently.  I would like to point out that, if there’s any discussion that you want to have with this: yes, as this letter shows, this decision was made by a Standing Committee of the Department of Public Information.  You can take up the matter further with Mr. Fawzi, who, I believe, is the person who met with Tuyet to discuss this matter.

[Another speaker]  Not even with Tuyet.  It doesn’t have anything to do with UNCA.

Question:  I’m trying to get hold of the... It’s here in my papers.  But the thing is that, let us say, it’s simply that my questions are questions of non-governmental organizations.  And the content of my questions, that’s what I’m reviewed on.

Associate Spokesperson:  Because I don’t have a lot of the information on this, and I wasn’t part of this process, I’d really rather not get into this.  But, as far as I’m aware… Yes?

Question:  It’s really quite interesting.  “I write in response to your request for accreditation renewal of Mr. Pincas Jawetz” -- and this is the letter of 29 November -- “Please be advised that Mr. Jawetz will be given a three-month temporary accreditation with any further renewal subject to approval” -- by the way, I got a four-month, not a three-month -- “by the Standing Committee of the Department of Public Information and the United Nations Correspondents Association.  This Committee includes representation from the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

“A review of Mr. Jawetz’s accreditation status is called for, following written and verbal complaints by journalists and others as to the line of essence of questioning at the daily noon briefings and news conferences.  The essence of these extensive complaints is that his questioning is more consistent with that of a non-governmental organization advocate.  As well, my staff has to remind Mr. Jawetz on a number of occasions that briefings are not debates.  An analysis of the content of the United Nations coverage as posted by Mr. Jawetz on your web site indicates that much of the work is a collection of other reports by media organizations such as AP, Reuters, UPI and Financial Times.  These reports are then replicated in whole or in part, with or without commentary by Mr. Jawetz.  This would not fulfil our requirement that online publications contain a substantial amount of original news content.”

There’s a continuation to that.

Associate Spokesperson:  And that is what I was told.  I did not want to get into this, but that was what I was told was the reason for not…

Question:  The thing is that I am judged here on content.  It is what’s called in English “censorship”.

Associate Spokesperson:  No, you’re not judged on what your content is.  The point is: there has to be some original content.  It’s not a question of whether we agree or disagree with your content.  As you can see from the last paragraph of what you read…

Question:  Sixteen articles from the month of March, they are original content.

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m sorry, I wasn’t part of the judgment process, but the people who are involved in that process apparently took the decision that there hadn’t, there wasn’t, any original journalistic content to warrant the renewal of your pass.  You have to, in other words, over the period of the year that you have the pass, produce actual journalistic content.

Question:  I asked for a review by the Ombudsman, for which I submitted a request through Michèle [Montas] six weeks ago.

Associate Spokesperson:  First of all, on the question of the Ombudsman: the Ombudsman deals with questions arising, complaints arising, from United Nations staff.  You’re not a member of United Nations staff.  That’s not a relevant issue where you’re concerned.

Question:  So correspondents are simply dogs in this building?  They are not regarded as people who have any human rights?

Associate Spokesperson:  No.  It’s just that the Ombudsman is a matter of staff relations.  It’s not applying to someone who’s not staff.  You’re not staff.

Question:  I think that this question is probably a non-governmental organization type of discussion that is trying to put the United Nations in the right perspective of doing what the United Nations is supposed to do.  

[Another speaker]  I guess I’d just ask for clarification.  The letter does say that UNCA was involved.  And I’d say, to our knowledge, that [talkover]…

Associate Spokesperson:  And I was also told that UNCA was involved.  If there’s any dispute on that, like I said, take it up with Mr. Fawzi, who did, in fact, convey that information to me. 

Question:  Since this is his last day, it just seems to me that there’s an unresolved question here that should be...  I guess your office is also somewhat involved in it.  Are you comfortable with the process?  Or should something be stated on it?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m comfortable with the idea that there’s a process by which media accreditation reviews the criteria by which reporters have press passes.

I was a reporter here, before joining the Spokesman’s Office, for seven years.  And I went through that same process.  And I went and showed people my journalistic content and got my pass renewed every year.  I was comfortable with that then; I’m comfortable with that now.

And with that, I would like to introduce to the podium Thomas Schindlmayr, who is here to talk to us about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which will be signed at a solemn ceremony tomorrow.
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