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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 30 November  2007


Other Environment News
· Business call for climate change framework (Telegraph)

· Businesses urge climate action (Aljazeera)

· Bali offers a vital chance to take tough decisions (Financial Times)

· Expanding EU forests may aid climate goals (Reuters)
· EU leaders seek trade deal with India (Reuters)
· Global system could cut disaster toll by 2018 (Reuters)
· China, Brazil give Africa free Satellite land images (Business Day)

· Africa to get satellite images (AFP)

· Scientists urge $2-3 billion study of ocean health (Reuters)

· China struggles on energy efficiency targets (Financial Times)
· U.N. chief to participate in Bali conference on climate change (Xinhua)
· What does big climate conference do for the climate, or the change? (Bangkok Post)
· Charles Clover's weekly column takes an inside look at the environment (Telegraph)
· Struggling to decode Bali's message (Economic Times)
· Ahead of climate meeting, China says developed world bears emission reduction  burden (AP)
· China wary on international climate goals-official (Reuters)
· Bali climate summit: a test of the world's resolve (Christian Science Monitor)
· Change of Climate (Time)
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA

· ROAP

· RONA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of  29 November 2007  
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  29 November 2007
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Antara: Tree-planting drive hits 1 billion goal ahead of Bali talks

Jakarta, Nov 30 (ANTARA) 
One billion trees have been planted under a drive backed by the United Nations and the World Agroforestry Center, hitting the milestone as planned ahead of next month's
international climate change conference in the Indonesian island resort of Bali, a statement from UN News Center has said. 
The statement was made as thousands of delegates across the world prepared to travel to Bali for the next and most crucial round of global warming negotiations under the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC).

    Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, said in New York that the achievement of the goal "is a further sign of the breathtaking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this generation - climate change."

The campaign, he said, proved that "given a focus and the chance to act, millions if not billions of people around this world want an end to pollution and environmental deterioration and have rolled up their
sleeves and got their hands dirty to prove the point."

Meanwhile, Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan Green Belt founder and co-patron of the campaign, welcomed the success of the drive and praised those who had participated in it while calling
for continued vigilance.

"Now we must keep the pressure on and continue the good work for the planet. Plant another tree today in celebration!", he said.

Half of all those who participated were often private citizens or households planting one to three trees, according to UNEP, while another 13 per cent were planted by the private sector.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), jointly established by UNEP and the World Meteorological Organization, this year concluded that the global impacts of climate change were likely
to be in many cases devastating but cost effective solutions were available now to counter the worst.

The Billion Tree Campaign was launched at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi last November.

The agency said it was expecting Guatemala, China and Spain to announce that several million more trees have been planted, and predicted that Indonesia will plant almost 80 million trees in one day in the run up to the Bali climate convention meeting on December 3-14, 2007. (ANTARA) ________________________________________________________________________________

Indian Muslims: UN-backed tree-planting drive hits 1 billion goal

Submitted by Mudassir Rizwan on Thu, 11/29/2007 - 14:32. 

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 29 (APP) : One billion trees have been planted under a drive backed by the U.N. and the World Agroforestry Centre, hitting the milestone as planned ahead of next month’s international climate change conference in Bali.

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, said in Nairobi that the achievement of the goal “is a further sign of the breathtaking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this generation ¬ climate change.”

The campaign, he said, proved that “given a focus and the chance to act, millions if not billions of people around this world want an end to pollution and environmental deterioration and have rolled up their sleeves and got their hands dirty to prove the point.”

Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan Green Belt founder and co-patron of the campaign, welcomed the success of the drive and praised those who had participated in it while calling for continued vigilance. “Now we must keep the pressure on and continue the good work for the planet. Plant another tree today in celebration!”

Half of all those who participated were often private citizens or households planting one to three trees, according to UNEP, while another 13 per cent were planted by the private sector.

The news comes as thousands of delegates across the world prepare to travel to the Indonesian island of Bali for the next and most crucial round of global warming negotiations under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), jointly established by UNEP and the World Meteorological Organization, this year concluded that the global impacts of climate change are likely to be in many cases devastating but cost effective solutions are available now to counter the worst.

The Billion Tree Campaign was launched at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi last November. The agency said it is expecting Guatemala, China and Spain to announce that several million more trees have been planted, and predicted that Indonesia will plant almost 80 million trees in one day in the run up to the Bali climate convention meeting next month.

While not all numbers are in, UNEP said the top-ranking countries appear to be Ethiopia, over 700 million trees planted; Mexico, 217 million trees;

Turkey, 150 million; Kenya, 100 million; Cuba, 96.5 million; Rwanda, 50 million; Republic of Korea, 43 million; Tunisia, 21 million; Morocco, 20 million;

Myanmar, 20 million and Brazil, 16 million. The Green Belt Movement planted 4.7 million trees, double the number of trees it had initially pledged. ________________________________________________________________________________

Panapress: UN-backed tree planting drive hits one billion  


New York, UN - One billion trees have been planted under a programme back ed by both the UN and the World Agroforestry Centre, a UN official said here Wed n esday.

The tree planting programme hit the milestone as planned ahead of next month's c onference on international climate change holding in Bali, Indonesia.

The Pan African News Agency (PANA), at the UN, reports that the initiative was p art of a promise made last year for the UN Climate Convention to achieve that ta r get.

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said i n Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, that the achievement of the goal "is a further s ign of the breath-taking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this g eneration, which is­ climate change''.

The campaign, he said, proved that "given a focus and the chance to act, million s, if not billions, of people around the world want an end to pollution and envi r onmental deterioration. They have rolled up their sleeves and got their hands di r ty to prove the point''.

Also, Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan Green Belt founder an d co-patron of the campaign, welcomed the success of the drive and praised those who had participated in it while calling for continued vigilance.

"Now we must keep the pressure on and continue the good work for the planet. Pla nt another tree today in celebration!,'' Maathai said.

According to UNEP: "Half of all those who participated were often private citize ns or households planting one to three trees, while another 13 per cent were pla n ted by the private sector''.

The news comes as thousands of delegates across the world prepare to travel to t he Indonesian island of Bali for the next and most crucial round of global warmi n g negotiations under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), jointly established by UNE P and the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), this year concluded that the g lobal impacts of climate change are likely to be in many cases devastating, but s aid that cost effective solutions are available to counter the worst.

The Billion Tree Campaign was launched at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi in November, last year.

The agency said it is expecting Guatemala, China and Spain to announce that seve ral million more trees have been planted and predicted that Indonesia will plant almost 80 million trees in one day in the run up to the Bali convention next month.

While not all numbers are in, UNEP said the top-ranking countries appear to be E thiopia, with over 700 million trees planted; Mexico, 217 million trees; Turkey,

150 million; Kenya, 100 million; Cuba, 96.5 million; Rwanda, 50 million; Republi c of Korea, 43 million; Tunisia, 21 million; Morocco, 20 million; Myanmar, 20 mil l ion and Brazil, 16 million.

On its own, the Green Belt Movement planted 4.7 million trees, and this is doubl e the number of trees it had initially pledged.

 New York - 29/11/2007

Panapress

________________________________________________________________________________

DPA: UN's 'Billion Trees' campaign a big success

Published on November 29, 2007 
A United Nations goal to have one billion trees planted in one year has reached its mark, the UN announced Wednesday, days before climate change talks are set to begin in Indonesia. Half of the saplings planted under the Billion Trees Campaign, launched in this Kenyan capital in November 2006, were planted by private citizens and households, while 13 percent were planted by the private sector.

"I am delighted to say that an initiative to catalyse the pledging and the planting of one billion trees has been achieved and has indeed surpassed its mark," the UN's Environment Programme director Achim Steiner said.

"It is a further sign of the breathtaking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this generation - climate change."

Ethiopia planted the most trees - about 700 million - as part of its millennium celebrations, while Mexico was next with 217 million plantation and Turkey third with 150 million.

Delegates and environment ministers from around the world are set to converge on Bali, Indonesia, next week for the UN climate change talks, where decisions on a post-Kyoto emissions reduction plan are expected to be discussed.

Rapid deforestation is blamed for the increasing effects of climate change, and planting trees is seen as a way to slow those effects.

"We called you to action almost exactly a year ago and you responded beyond our dreams. Now we must keep the pressure on and continue the good work for the planet," said Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize laureate Wangari Maathai, who inspired the initiative. ________________________________________________________________________________

AFP: More than a billion trees planted in '07


Bogonko Bosire
Thu, 29 Nov 2007

More than one billion trees were planted around the world in 2007, with Ethiopia and Mexico leading in the drive to combat climate change through new lush forest projects, a UN report said Wednesday. 

The Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said the mass tree planting, inspired by Nobel Peace laureate Wangari Maathai, will help mitigate effects of pollution and environmental deterioration. 

"An initiative to catalyse the pledging and the planting of one billion trees has achieved and indeed surpassed its mark. It is a further sign of the breathtaking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this generation — climate change," UNEP chief Achim Steiner said in a statement. 

"Millions if not billions of people around this world want an end to pollution and environmental deterioration and have rolled up their sleeves and got their hands dirty to prove the point," he added. 

UNEP said the total number of trees planted is still being collated, but developing countries top the list with more than 700 million and 217 million planted in Ethiopia and Mexico respectively. 

Ethiopia's high demand for fuel wood and land for cropping and grazing has slashed its forest cover from about 35 percent of its landmass in the early 20th century to just 4.2 percent by 2000, environmentalist say. 

Others planters include: Turkey 150 million, Kenya 100 million, Cuba 96.5 million, Rwanda 50 million, South Korea 43 million, Tunisia 21 million, Morocco 20 million, Myanmar 20 million and Brazil 16 million. 

Maathai's Green Belt Movement planted 4.7 million trees, double the number it had initially pledged, according to UNEP. The army has participated in re-afforestation drives in Kenya and Mexico. 

Indonesia, which will next month host the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), is expected to plant almost 80 million trees in one day alone in the run up to the Bali climate meeting. 

UNEP said China, Guatemala and Spain are expected soon to announce new plantings of millions of trees. 

Experts says that trees help absorb carbon contained in the heat-trapping gases blamed for climate change, which are largely generated by human activity and are one of the most perilous environmental challenges in the modern world. 

The UNEP report sends a powerful message ahead of the December 3-14 meeting in Bali of the UNFCCC, a panel charting the path for negotiating pollution cuts to be implemented after 2012 when the Kyoto Protocol pledges run out. 

"We called you to action almost exactly a year ago and you responded beyond our dreams," said Maathai, who won the 2004 Nobel Peace prize for her campaign to plant tens of millions of trees to counter tree-loss and desertification in Africa. 

"Now we must keep the pressure on and continue the good work for the planet," Maathai said in the statement. 

The Nairobi-based World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), which co-organised the campaign, said the success indicated that environment can be rescued by afforestation. 

"This milestone shows clearly that the global community has the spirit and the substance to unite in achieving ambitious targets to create a better environment for all," said ICRAF Director General Dennis Garrity. 

The UNEP, citing its credible tracking system, said 1.56 billion trees have been planted around the world, but had so far received pledges of 2.24 billion trees. 

The mass planting, carried by governments, communities, corporations and individuals, will continue despite surpassing the one billion mark, the agency said. 

UNEP spokesperson Nick Nuttall was asked why the most enthusiasm for the worldwide initiative seemed to have occurred in developing countries. 

"There is no clear answer, however it may be that communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America recognise more clearly the impact of climate change already on the way," he told AFP. 

"Perhaps also they more intimately understand the wider benefit of the forests from stabilising water supplies and soils up to their importance as natural pharmatives as well as the importance of trees in combating global warming." ________________________________________________________________________________

El Litoral : La norma fue ampliamente reclamada por entidades ambientalistas
Sancionaron la ley que protege a los bosques

Los productores hasta con 10 hectáreas de bosques y comunidades indígenas están exceptuados de la norma. Foto: Archivo/El Litoral 


La norma establece una veda de un año para que las jurisdicciones provinciales puedan hacer un ordenamiento de sus bosques. La provincia de Santa Fe ya concretó el relevamiento mediante un trabajo realizado conjuntamente por la Subsecretaría de Pesca y Recursos Naturales y Catastro

La Cámara de Diputados de la Nación convirtió anoche en ley el proyecto que busca evitar la tala indiscriminada de bosques nativos y suspende por un año el desmonte masivo, tras aceptar las modificaciones introducidas por el Senado la semana pasada.

La iniciativa -largamente reclamada por organizaciones ambientales- fue sancionada sin debate por los diputados por 133 votos y 4 abstenciones, luego de varios meses de disputas con representantes de las provincias productoras de madera del norte argentino.

El proyecto impulsado en la Cámara de Diputados por el legislador de Diálogo por Buenos Aires, Miguel Bonasso, suspende por un año el desmonte para que cada jurisdicción defina en ese plazo el concepto de bosque nativo dentro de su territorio.

Después de ese lapso, todo desmonte que se realice requerirá autorización expresa de las autoridades jurisdiccionales, que será otorgada luego de un estudio de impacto ambiental.

La iniciativa, impulsada por Bonasso, sufrió varias modificaciones la semana pasada cuando fue tratada por los senadores que, especialmente, dan mayor protagonismo a las provincias.

Por otro lado, esos cambios proponen exceptuar de la prohibición de talar árboles durante un año a los pequeños productores con hasta diez hectáreas de bosques y a las comunidades indígenas.

Fondo

La ley -que deberá ser reglamentada por el Poder Ejecutivo- crea un Fondo Nacional para el Enriquecimiento y la Conservación de los Bosques Nativos, con recursos del Presupuesto Nacional en una proporción no inferior al 0,3 por ciento más lo obtenido mediante la recaudación del 2% de las retenciones a las exportaciones de origen agrícola-ganadero.

El texto de la legislación aprobada establece que el monto total, cercano a los mil millones de pesos, será distribuido por la Nación en 70 por ciento para compensar a los propietarios de la tierra y el 30 restante a los planes de relevamiento que deberán hacer las provincias.

En principio, el proyecto incluye a los ecosistemas forestales naturales compuestos predominantemente por especies arbóreas nativas, como así también los conjuntos formados luego de un desmonte y los resultantes de una recomposición voluntaria.

La norma establece que, durante la veda, las autoridades de cada jurisdicción deberán realizar un ordenamiento de sus bosques de acuerdo con los criterios de sustentabilidad establecidos en un anexo del proyecto sancionado.

Categorías

El estudio que deberán encarar las provincias podrá contar con el apoyo técnico y financiero de la Secretaría de Ambiente de la Nación, para establecer diferentes categorías de conservación en función del valor ambiental de cada bosque.

La ley establece tres categorías de bosques nativos diferenciadas por colores en el mapa (que se adjunta en un anexo de la ley), donde la franja roja comprende los de muy alto valor de conservación, que no podrán ser talados.

En el sector amarillo están los de mediano valor de conservación, que tampoco podrán ser sometidos a tala, y en el verde se ubican los bosques que admiten transformación parcial o total, aunque dentro de criterios que establece la norma.

En la provincia

Pablo Tabares, de la Fundación Hábitat, destacó la importancia de la ley nacional y dijo estar dirigida, principalmente, a aquellas provincias con actividad forestal intensiva, "en las que se está viendo una conversión del bosque nativo alarmante". Puso en primer término a Salta y Santiago del Estero, siguiéndoles en importancia Jujuy, Formosa y Misiones. La ley -prosiguió- deja una carga a las provincias, "porque éstas pasarán a ejercer el poder de policía".

Santa Fe es la única que zonificó su bosque nativo y los ambientes naturales, trabajo que se compatibilizó con la base parcelaria o catastral, para lo cual se utilizó cartografía digital entre los períodos entre 1994 y 2006.

Las áreas donde se realizó el trabajo corresponden a los departamentos ubicados en la zona norte (General Obligado, San Javier, Garay, San Justo, San Cristóbal, Castellanos, Las Colonias, La Capital, 9 de Julio, Vera), teniendo como límite este la Ruta Provincial Nº 1 y sur la Ruta Nacional Nº 19.

"Con este trabajo, se va a conocer en cada parcela cuánto bosque queda. De la tarea emprendida -continuó Tabares-, se completó la primera etapa y responde a lo establecido por la ley provincial que había fijado una veda por seis meses para el desmonte. En una segunda etapa, la provincia junto con la UNL, está abocada a la descripción, a nivel de detalle en cada predio, de la composición de los bosques. La etapa siguiente, y la última, es la elaboración de un mapa de riesgo del bosque nativo y ambientes naturales"

Tabares refiere que muchas instituciones ambientalistas están ansiosas por lo que se resta hacer, pero el representante de la Fundación Hábitat sostiene que Santa Fe es la provincia que más ha avanzado en el tema, exceptuando las patagónicas.

Asimismo, sostiene que la situación más dramática de pérdida del bosque nativo se observa en el departamento 9 de Julio.

Respecto de los resultados arrojados por la primera etapa del trabajo, dijo que los datos catastrales del '94 indicaban la existencia, en todo el territorio santafesino, de 1.150.000 hectáreas de bosque nativo, en tanto las imágenes de fines de 2005 y abril de 2006, tomadas como comparación, relevan 1.080.000 ha.

El experto agrega que hasta ahora sólo se ha medido cantidad de hectáreas perdidas pero no la calidad y en este plano sostiene que lo que queda de bosque nativo "está muy empobrecido".

Finalmente, se refirió a la escasa capacidad operativa y de personal de la Subsecretaría de Pesca y Medio Ambiente para ejercer el poder de policía, aunque reconoció que antes que Alejandro Larriera dejara la repartición había determinado 25 presuntas infracciones a la ley provincial, que obliga a los interesados a presentar un plan de manejo del bosques antes de comenzar con la tala.

Alcances

La ley se propone garantizar el aprovechamiento sustentable de los bosques nativos y mantener la actual superficie, al tiempo que adopta medidas para poder incrementarla.

Establece una moratoria a los desmontes hasta tanto las provincias realicen un ordenamiento territorial de los bosques nativos para planificar de manera participativa su uso sustentable, y prohíbe explícitamente el otorgamiento de permisos de desmonte en zonas tradicionalmente habitadas.

La legislación fija diez criterios ecológicos y categorías de conservación que apuntan a planificar las actividades forestales, agrícolas y ganaderas evitando la fragmentación y degradación del bosque nativo.

Mil millones de árboles

Más de mil millones de árboles fueron plantados en el mundo durante 2007, hecho que supera el objetivo fijado por la ONU para paliar el recalentamiento del planeta, anunció el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma). La campaña "Mil millones de árboles para el planeta" pretende contrarrestar la deforestación por tala y quema de bosques y selvas para generar tierras de cultivo.

La iniciativa, lanzada en noviembre de 2006, pertenece a la Premio Nobel de la Paz en 2004, la ecologista keniata Wangari Maathai, quien remarcó que "pedimos acción hace un año y la respuesta superó todos nuestros sueños".

Por su parte, el jefe del Pnuma, Achim Steiner, dijo en un comunicado que "se ha alcanzado e incluso superado el objetivo de la iniciativa para catalizar el compromiso y la plantación de 1.000 millones de árboles. Es una señal más del impresionante momento del que fuimos testigos este año sobre el desafío para esta generación: el cambio climático", agregó.

Mientras crecen, los árboles absorben dióxido de carbono, uno de los principales causantes del calentamiento global, indicó el Pnuma.

De la redacción de El Litoral
________________________________________________________________________

esmas - Mexico,D.F.,Mexico : 'El Bosque de los Árboles de Navidad’

'El Bosque de los Árboles de Navidad' es un parque en Amecameca dedicado al cultivo y a la venta de pinos, sin que estos mueran

Fotogalería: Llegó la hora del árbol de Navidad

CIUDAD DE MÉXICO, México, nov. 28, 2007.-Al pie de los volcanes se localiza “El Bosque de los Árboles de Navidad”, un escenario abierto al público, de enriquecedora fauna y más de 450 mil pinos, listos para ser cortados y llevados a casa.

Aquí se tiene la oportunidad de escoger, cortar y comprar el árbol de Navidad de su preferencia sin que éste muera, ya que el tronco permanece vivo y luego vuelve a resurgir como un nuevo pino. Cada año, más de 30 mil familias visitan este bosque.

En estos espectaculares bosques, al pie del Popocatépetl, con más de 2 millones 500 mil árboles y un vivero forestal modelo, se siembra el Pino Vikingo y el Pseudotsuga o Douglas Fir.

Además, con un poco de suerte, las personas tendrán la oportunidad de que algunos animales coman de su mano. Se pueden ver ciervos rojos, importados de Nueva Zelanda, llamas, ponys, avestruces, cerditos, cabras miniatura, patos, ardillas, conejos y pájaros de muchas especies. Algunas veces se podrá apreciar al águila real (símbolo del escudo mexicano), pues aquí tiene su santuario y cuenta con siete familias.

Este parque fue fundado en 1960 por Ernesto Maurer, quién se dio a la tarea de convertir un lugar árido en un bosque espectacular. Es además una fuente de empleo, no sólo para quienes lo siembran, sino para todos aquellos que le brindan cuidados al bosque.

Aquí se encuentra también el Centro Nacional de Enseñanza Ambiental, el cual promueve la reforestación y ofrece recorridos a los estudiantes, quienes reciben instrucciones de cómo plantar sus árboles y son obsequiados por un pino vivo y semillas de Cedro Blanco.

El personal técnico del Centro también ofrece asesoría telefónica permanente a sus visitantes, para asegurar la supervivencia y el buen desarrollo de los pinos.

“El Bosque de los Árboles de Navidad” está en el kilómetro 53.5 de la Carretera México-Amecameca-Cuautla, en Amecameca, Estado de México. Está abierto desde el 17 de noviembre en un el horario de las 8:00 a las 17:00 horas y la entrada es libre.
_______________________________________________________________________________

All Africa: Global Partnerships Critical in Curbing Climate Change

Southern African News Features (Harare)

29 November 2007

Clever Mafuta

"Climate change is not a northern issue, neither is it a southern issue. It is not an issue for just the developed world nor is it an issue for only the developing world. It is a global issue," said Koffi Annan in his special address to the European Development Days held recently in Lisbon, Portugal.

Annan, who is the former Secretary General of the United Nations, warned that the world has been complacent for a long time.

"For far too long we have considered climate change as a problem for the future. But we must remember that climate change is an all encompassing threat. It is not an issue of rich versus poor. It's a global issue and we are seeing its effects everywhere," said Annan.

Annan's statement was echoed by Saleem Huq, the International Institute for Environment and Development's Head of Climate Change Group, when he told the delegates to the European Development Days that "Today is not time to seek personal or national interests, nor is it time to seek to be elected or re-elected into office by politicians. Now is the time to place global interests high on the agenda in dealing with climate change".

While the specifics of climate change are unclear, two general trends in southern Africa are discernable.

Firstly, heavy rainfalls and droughts are likely to become more frequent and severe, but an accurate prediction of these events remains difficult.

Secondly, in the longer term, rises in temperature are expected to have negative impacts on crop yield and areas of cultivable land.

Nearly all future scenarios indicate that Africa is expected to be worst hit. Some models predict up to a nine percent decrease in potential agricultural land by the 2080s and reductions in yield of up to 10 percent and 18 percent for cereals and maize, respectively by 2050.

Climate change is real. It is a global issue with catastrophic consequences. Therefore, the interests and livelihoods of present and future generations should be placed high on the global agenda, as the world inches closer to the Bali meeting where the climate change debate will once again be on centre stage.

It is hoped that the Bali discussions in December 2007 will result in the revision of the Kyoto Protocol so as to address new challenges brought about by climate change.

The Kyoto Protocol was adopted at the third Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. It shares the objective and institutions of the Convention. The major distinction between the two, however, is that while the Convention encouraged developed countries to stabilize greenhouse gas emissions, the Protocol commits them to do so

"The climate change situation will sink humanity. The difference is only when this will happen. Some will sink earlier than others," Huq warned.

The present climate change situation is a result of the quest to develop. While most assessments have pointed blame on climate change to the unsustainable development paths by the developed world, recent findings also point to the fact that even developing countries are becoming major players in the generation of greenhouse gases.

Speaking at the same meeting in Lisbon, Achim Steiner, the UN Environment Programme Executive Director, highlighted that of the top five countries in the generating most of the greenhouse gases, three are developing countries. These are Brazil, India and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Their contribution comes from unsustainable practices, which include deforestation and land degradation.

Steiner warned that not much of the Kyoto provisions are being followed. For example, despite commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, emissions have actually increased by as much as 35 percent.

Such trends in greenhouse gas generation point to the need for global partnerships, whereby individuals and countries should move away from apportioning blame but to work in concerted efforts to manage climate change.

Both the developed and developing countries must ensure that they use clean technologies. Developing countries must not emulate consumption patterns followed by the developed world as these have been proven to be damaging to the environment.

The European Development Days is an annual event which seeks to enhance public awareness about development cooperation between the European Union and partners across the world.

The 2007 edition of the European Development Days came against the background of rising concerns and debates about the urgent need to address the challenges posed by climate change to Europe's development cooperation strategies and activities worldwide.

In his welcoming remarks to delegates, Louis Michel, the European Commissioner for development and humanitarian assistance, applauded the event as it provides an opportunity for inclusive dialogues.

"We are convinced that bringing together all actors from Europe and its partners involved in development helps to improve our ideas, working methods and delivery. The informal and open nature of the event is intended to demonstrate our ability to promote inclusive multi-stakeholder dialogues. As such, the European Development Days serve as a natural platform for launching new initiatives to enhance the synergies we experience in our everyday work".

The 2008 European Development Days will focus on "Decentralisation: the role of local authority organizations.

________________________________________________________________________________
All Africa: Ambassador Presents Credentials to UNEP Executive Director 

Shabait.com (Asmara)

29 November 2007 

The Eritrean Ambassador to Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, Mr. Saleh Omar, presented his credentials to Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP). 

During the presentation ceremony, Mr. Saleh pointed out that since the days of the armed struggle, Eritrea has been and continues to exerting vigorous efforts to protect the environment. In this regard, the Ambassador indicated that the nation is striving to achieve food security, promote sound ecology and conserve water resources. 

 As regards environmental protection in the Red Sea area, Ambassador Saleh called on UNEP to collaborate with Eritrea in devising precautionary mechanisms to prevent pollution in the Red Sea, taking into account the calm nature of the waters of the Red Sea. 

Commending Eritrea's endeavors in the domain of environmental protection, the UNEP Executive Director said that the organization would send a delegation to Eritrea in the near future. ________________________________________________________________________________
Grist.com: U.N. hails success of billion-tree planting program

Posted at 1:00 PM on 28 Nov 2007

Nature-lovin' nations around the world planted more than 1 billion trees during 2007, meeting a kinda arbitrary goal set by the U.N. last November. The effort, boosted by Ethiopia's planting of 700 million trees, "is a further sign of the breathtaking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this generation -- climate change," said Achim Steiner, head of the U.N. Environment Program. And speaking of breathtaking momentum, Indonesia announced today that it will plant 79 million trees in time for the kick-off of the Bali climate conference -- on Monday. Oh, our achin' backs.
Sources:  Associated Press, Reuters, Agence France-Presse

________________________________________________________________________________

Angola Press: Sweden, UNEP to assist developing countries phase out HCFCs

Kenya, 11/29 - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has entered into an agreement with the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency to assist developing countries end their reliance on hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs).

HCFCs are chemicals adopted as alternatives to the ozone-depleting chlorofluoroc arbons (CFCs), used in refrigeration, air conditioning and foam blowing.

According to a UNEP statement made available here Wednesday, the new Swedish-UNEP cooperation will also help raise the awareness of industry and governments in developing countries about commercially-available alternatives to HCFCs, i n addition to convincing them about the benefits of adopting such technology.

UNEP OzonAction has also unveiled a new section of its website - The HCFC Help Centre - in response to the need for policy and technology information about HCFC`s and their alternatives.

According to Achim Steiner, the UNEP Executive Director, the new initiative by the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency and UNEP is a first important step to follow up on the historic decision on HCFCs under the Montreal Protocol.

The decision is binding on 191 nations around the world, and from 2013 developing countries will start to take action that will have major climate and ozone layer benefits.

"Support provided by Sweden to UNEP to assist developing countries to jump-start the HCFC phase-out will help UNEP to effectively deliver this assistance both through our office in Paris, as well as through our teams working in UNEP`s Regional Offices, which can provide focused and hands-on assistance.

"I have no doubt that this decision will be inspiring to the delegates of the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Bali next month, where activities beyond 2012 will be negotiated," he added Dr. Husamuddin Ahmadzai, Senior Adviser, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, agreed, saying: "Having phased out HCFC consumption in Sweden, to a large extent, we have the experience to share in this regard. 

"We have been working with UNEP`s OzonAction programme to develop and apply our knowledge as a platform to benefit developing and emerging countries," said the Swedish official. ________________________________________________________________________________

Khaleej Times: Arab business leaders vow to preserve ecology

By Silvia Radan (Our Staff Reporter)

30 November 2007

ABU DHABI – Arab business leaders have promised to take positive action against environmental damage at a conference held here yesterday.

The Arab Corporate Environmental Responsibility Summit, attended by business leaders from the region, environmentalists and United Nations experts, concluded with a declaration on corporate environmental responsibility and cleaner production.

“Being aware of the magnitude of environmental challenges facing the Arab region and the world, realising that low-carbon will be the economy of the future and recognising that taking the environment fully into account is key to achieving sustainable development,” the business leaders said in the declaration and resolved to take concrete steps in preserving and conserving the environment.

“As a start, we commit ourselves to reducing the use of energy and water in the production of our products by 20 per cent, by the year 2012,” the declaration stated.

Other steps include use of eco-efficiency, green and cleaner production methods, adoption of preventive environmental strategies at all business levels, support to the provision of products and services that meet environmental and health standards and compliance of national and international environmental regulations.

The business leaders also agreed to conduct internal environmental reviews and periodically report on the results. In order to keep their promises, they requested the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and the Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED) to support corporations operating in the Arab region by providing them with technical assistance, training and relevant information on how to best achieve environmental responsibility.

The conference, organised by AFED and the Environment Agency — Abu Dhabi (EAD), in cooperation with UNEP and WBCSD, was inaugurated by Minister of Environment and Water Mohammed Saeed Al Kindi.

The minister pointed out that having a responsible attitude towards the environment is the duty of each individual and the society, in general, including businesses and corporations.

Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, CEO of UAE’s Dolphin Energy, said that environmental sustainability is key to a profitable business. “In my experience, if you have an eco-friendly policy and are environmentally-responsible, you protect not only the people and the surroundings, but also your business,” Al Sayegh told Khaleej Times. ________________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
Telegraph: Business call for climate change framework

By Paul Eccleston
Last Updated: 12:01am GMT 30/11/2007

International business leaders have called for a legally-binding framework to tackle climate change.

In an unprecedented move 150 global companies have signed up to a communiqué issued on the eve of the Bali climate summit.

Some of the world's biggest brands including Coca-Cola, Shell, Dupont, Gap, GE, Johnson and Johnson, and Nike have put their names to the initiative as well as a number of Chinese companies including Shanghai Electric, Zhufeng Technology and Suntech.

The Prince of Wales, who is backing the initiative, said: " It is my fervent hope that the communiqué will strengthen the resolve of those gathered in Bali to make the tough decisions the world so urgently needs."

The communiqué has been sent to the 130 Environment Ministers who will attend the Bali conference beginning next week. It will also be hand delivered to the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon who will be attending the second week of the conference.

It sets out the companies' belief that "a sufficiently ambitious, international and comprehensive, legally-binding United Nations agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions will provide business with the certainty it needs to scale up global investment in low-carbon technologies."

It said the scientific evidence on climate change was now overwhelming and that it presented very serious global social, environmental and economic risks which demanded an urgent global response.

But it also presented a strong business case for action and the shift to a low-carbon economy would create significant business opportunities.

"As business leaders, it is our belief that the benefits of strong, early action on climate change outweigh the costs of not acting," the communiqué said.

The costs of action were "manageable" but each year of delay would cause greater disruption.

The business leaders indicated that overall targets for emissions reduction had to be guided primarily by science and not by economic principles.

They noted that evidence from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) already pointed to a reduction in CO2 emissions being required of "at least 50 per cent by 2050" and that the greatest effort was needed by the big, industrialised countries.

The communiqué was backed Friends of the Earth executive director Tony Juniper, who said it was a significant moment in the fight against climate change. "The shift to a low-carbon economy is not only an environmental imperative but also an unprecedented economic and social opportunity.

"Scaling up clean energy systems and using energy more efficiently could not only slash emissions, but help to improve quality of life for billions and create millions of jobs," he said.

But he warned the time available to make changes was "strictly limited" and a strong outcome was needed from the UN talks starting next week in Bali.

James Smith, chairman of Shell UK, said: "The message is principally one of support for international leaders that business wants to support what they're doing in efforts on climate change.

"It's also that these businesses get it, they see the threat of climate change and they know that action needs to be taken, and that it makes economic sense to tackle climate change.

"They know tackling climate change is the pro-growth strategy and ignoring it will lead to decline."

He said companies wanted to see support for new technology, carbon markets, a price on carbon and regulation and standards on energy and other sectors - with details developed in co-ordination with business once the overall framework had been set by governments.

Alain Grisay, chief executive of F&C Asset Management said his company, which manages investments, believed Sir Nicholas Stern's review on the economics of climate change that inaction would cost more than tackling the problem.

"We also believe it is not just about constraints - the good news is one of development of incentives to develop new technologies.

"By incentivising companies and people who build technologies to move now, we're going to make these companies more competitive, creating new jobs and new job opportunities," he said.

The Bali communiqué is led by the Prince of Wales UK and EU Corporate Leaders Groups, which were developed by the University of Cambridge's Programme for Industry under Charles's Business and the Environment Programme. ________________________________________________________________________

Aljazeera: Businesses urge climate action  
 


The CLGCC says a legally-binding UN agreement would help companies invest in greener technologies [AP]

Business leaders from 150 global companies have called for a comprehensive, legally binding United Nations framework to tackle climate change.

 The initiative, led by the Prince of Wales and EU Corporate Leaders Groups on Climate Change (CLGCC), includes some of the biggest global companies from the US, Europe, Australia and China.


It comes before UN climate talks in Bali, Indonesia, from December 3-14.

The global business pact demands an "urgent global response" to climate change - for which scientific evidence is "overwhelming" - as it "presents very serious global social, environmental and economic risks".

James Smith, the chairman of Shell UK, which is part of the CLGCC, said the message from the international business community "couldn't be clearer".

"A comprehensive, legally-binding UN agreement to tackle climate change will provide business with the certainty it needs to scale up global investment in low carbon technologies.

"The cost of inaction far outweighs the cost of taking action now.

"It is crucial that, at the Bali conference, countries agree a work plan of comprehensive negotiations to ensure a robust policy framework is in place, to guide us forward over the coming decades."

Science not cost

The statement from the CLGCC says that: "The overall targets for emissions reduction must be guided primarily by science."

This is in contrast to the argument that has previously been made by some parts of the business community that it is concerned over competitiveness and cost that should set the limit of emission cuts.

The leaders note that evidence from the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) already points to a reduction being required of "at least 50 per cent by 2050" and comment that the "greatest effort" will need to be made by those countries that have already industrialised.

Companies in support of the UN call include Coca-Cola, Gap, Nike, Sun Microsystems, Westpac, Anglo-American, F&C Asset Management, British Airways, Nestle, Nokia, Shell, Tesco, Virgin and Volkswagen.

Significantly, the communique has also been signed by a number of Chinese companies, including Shanghai Electric, Zhufeng Technology and Suntech.

China is the world's second largest greenhouse gas emitter.

'Market failure'

Alain Grisay, chief executive of F&C Asset Management said: "Business and investors can only play their part in tackling climate change if governments take decisive action to make this possible.

"This problem will not get solved through market forces alone in the time that we have left to act, because climate change presents a textbook example of market failure. 

"This means that voluntary targets won't do. Business needs a level playing field in order to take on the financial risks that adequate action on climate change requires".

Tony Juniper, executive director of Friends of the Earth, welcomed the initiative.

"The shift to a low carbon economy is not only an environmental imperative but also an unprecedented economic and social opportunity," he said.

"Scaling up clean energy systems and using energy more efficiently could not only slash emissions, but help to improve the quality of life for billions of people and create millions of jobs."

Commitments by countries under the Kyoto Protocol, an international convention on climate change with the objective of reducing greenhouse gases, are due to expire in 2012.

The "Bali road map", which is set to be established following next week's UN conference, will begin the process of developing a future climate change regime, including adaptation, mitigation, technology co-operation and financing the response to climate change. ________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times: Bali offers a vital chance to take tough decisions

HRH The Prince of Wales 

Published: November 29 2007 19:01 | Last updated: November 29 2007 19:01

Today, more than 150 businesses from across the globe have joined together to advocate bold action to tackle climate change. Led by my Corporate Leaders Group on Climate Change – in itself the result of the past 15 years’ advocacy by my Business and the Environment Programme – these companies have signed a communiqué addressed to the world’s leaders who will meet in Bali next week to discuss climate change. 

The signatories represent companies from Europe, the US, China and Australia. Their message is clear. They believe climate change is a reality, that continued economic growth depends on tackling it and that the costs of inaction are too great. They believe that rigorous targets must be set and be based on science and common sense, not on the demands of short-term competitiveness. They also believe that the industrialised countries will have to bear much greater cuts than developing nations and want the certainty of a binding framework so they can invest in new technologies and know that these will be good for business.

This communiqué represents an unprecedented global corporate alliance. These companies are showing remarkable leadership and I can only congratulate them. It is the fervent hope of myself and the signatories that it will strengthen the resolve of those in Bali to make the tough decisions.

It is worth stressing that if action is taken now we can stop the worst effects of climate change and do so at a cost that is a fraction of the probable cost of inaction. But the window of opportunity is small and growing smaller, and the threats are happening at a speed that is causing real alarm to scientists. Let me give just one example. Two months ago scientists noticed an unprecedented melting of the north polar ice cap. About 43 per cent of the total ice cap normally melts in the summer. This year 66 per cent melted. 

The Ice and Snow Data Centre in Colorado predicts that within the next seven to 23 years, the entire north polar ice cap will completely disappear in summer. Why does this matter? A lack of sea ice means that the world is no longer able to reflect as much solar heat as it used to and so the rise in global temperatures will accelerate. 

Despite this, there is no evidence that emissions are diminishing. Indeed, at best it is business as usual; at worst emissions are increasing because of economic growth and the burning of fossil fuel, particularly coal.

What these signatory companies understand is that the effects of climate change are irreparable and permanent. The floods, droughts, rising sea-levels, spread of disease and poverty will be with us for ever. It is why it will take a massive effort to tackle it and why so much responsibility rests on the governments in Bali. They meet in the knowledge that a broad spectrum of private sector interests is urging them on. This is critical because we must harness the power of all sectors, public and private. Of crucial importance is the role of big capital providers, such as pension funds and insurance companies, and their ability to direct their investments towards delivering a low carbon economy. 

One of the priorities must be to stop tropical deforestation, which is estimated to be responsible for about 20 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions. Only the power generation sector releases more. These forests are the greatest global public utility, regulating our temperature, cleaning our air and producing our rainfall. As a matter of urgency we have to find ways to make them more valuable alive than dead. It is for this reason that, drawing on 23 years of involvement in corporate social responsibility, I have asked 12 of the world’s leading companies to help find an innovative, equitable answer to this highly complex problem. 

Many of us fortunate enough to have lived in the developed world since the second world war have grown up assuming that standards of living will continue to rise generation by generation. But climate change will not only halt this process, it will reverse it – and most probably for ever. There is no doubt that the fate of our civilisation hangs in the balance. 

If I have grandchildren one day, I could not bear it if they asked me: “Why did you not do something when it was possible to make a difference?” These business leaders have asked themselves that same question and have had the wisdom to recognise that we are doing this for those who come after us. Let us all join them by “stiffening the sinews and summoning up the blood” to overcome this unprecedented challenge.

The writer is heir to the British throne
Copyright The Financial Times Limited 2007

Reuters: Expanding EU forests may aid climate goals

Thu Nov 29, 2007 9:17pm GMT

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

OSLO (Reuters) - Forests in the European Union are expanding surprisingly fast and could be enlisted to help the EU achieve goals for fighting climate change, researchers said on Thursday.

Forests grew by a net 10 percent in western EU countries and by 15 percent in the east from 1990 to 2005, they said. The reasons included better conservation, migration to the cities, and increased productivity on farms that need less land.

"Forests in Europe have captured and stored very much carbon in the past 15 years -- we were surprised by the numbers," said Pekka Kauppi, who led the University of Helsinki study, published in the British journal Energy Policy.

Trees soak up carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, as they grow, and release it when they rot or are burnt.

The scientists estimated that the net expansion of forests in the 27 EU nations absorbed 126 million metric tons of carbon dioxide from 1990 to 2005 -- equivalent to 11 percent of EU emissions from human activities, led by burning fossil fuels.

Forests in Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Finland had the highest net absorption. At the other end of the scale were lightly forested countries such as Belgium, Ireland, the Netherlands, Cyprus and Denmark.

The scientists urged the EU to award credits for forests, now outside the main accounting system for greenhouse gases under the U.N.'s Kyoto Protocol, the main pact for fighting climate change until 2012.

Beyond Kyoto, the EU has set a goal of cutting emissions to 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 as part of a drive to mitigate the consequences of climate change, which could mean more heatwaves, more disease, rising seas and droughts.

"Time is running short to reach such an ambitious goal," the researchers wrote.

"Therefore, in addition to addressing the fossil emissions, we encourage the national governments of Europe to focus on agricultural and forest policy and waste management."

The study adds a twist to calls by many developing nations for a system of credits to help them slow the rate of deforestation, such as in the Amazon basin.

Tropical nations are set to press that argument at a U.N. climate meeting in Bali next month.

Since 1990, EU forest growth has done twice as much to absorb greenhouse gases as EU measures to promote renewable energies such as wind or hydro power, the scientists said.

The study builds on a 2006 report saying that many of the world's forests seemed to be making a comeback. Some countries are more densely forested now than 200 years ago.

(Editing by Kevin Liffey)

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: EU leaders seek trade deal with India

Thu Nov 29, 2007 10:25pm EST

 By Surojit Gupta

NEW DELHI, Nov 30 (Reuters) - India and the EU will use a summit on Friday to push a trade deal which Europe sees cementing its presence in fast-growing Asia and spurring growth, and discuss climate change, where differences run deep.

After a bruising few days in Beijing, where they clashed with Chinese officials over Europe's ballooning deficit with the Asian giant and product safety, EU leaders have been saluting India's growing economic clout.

Trade chief Peter Mandelson told a business summit on Thursday a free trade pact with India would boost both economies and help shore up global demand if the world economy cools.

But analysts say a deal could take years and India should beware of signing up quickly to a comprehensive agreement.

"An India-EU free trade agreement is a very strategic idea," said T.K. Bhaumik, chief economist at Reliance Industries Ltd (RELI.BO: Quote, Profile, Research), India's top listed firm.

"Negotiations will be most difficult because EU interests extend much beyond normal trading and investment.

"Tariffs are not the real issue. The real issues will be non-tariff barriers such as labour, environment, technical standards and climate change."

India has refused to commit to emissions targets, saying it must use more energy to lift its millions out of poverty. The government says this is something rich nations, which have burnt fossil fuels unhindered for over a century, should understand.

A top official this week slammed a U.N. report for recommending that developing countries cut greenhouse gas emissions to 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

On Thursday, India's trade minister joined in just days before a U.N. conference opens its doors on the Indonesian island of Bali to devise a replacement for the Kyoto protocol.

"On a per capita basis our emissions are among one of the lowest in the world," Kamal Nath told businessmen.

"India shares global concerns and is integrating global environmental concerns with its developmental process."

New Delhi has said it wants to clinch a trade deal by the end of 2008, but Mandelson insisted the pact's substance was of more value than its timing.

European trade officials want to deepen discussions on sensitive areas with India such as removing barriers to trade in services, intellectual property protection and public procurement, which they say is not transparent.

The EU is India's largest trading partner, accounting for a fifth of India's total trade, and is also one of its most important sources of foreign investment.

But Reliance's Bhaumik adds a word of caution.

"Let us not be under the illusion that they are talking of an alignment with India because they are unhappy with China," he said. "China is a much bigger economy. Obviously, their interest in China remains intact." (Editing by Mark Williams) 

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Global system could cut disaster toll by 2018
Wed Nov 28, 2007 10:47pm IST

CAPE TOWN (Reuters) - A global satellite system should come on line next decade, potentially saving billions of dollars and thousands of lives by boosting preparedness for natural disasters, a top scientist said on Wednesday.

Monitoring changes in climate, the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) should also help health officials prevent epidemics and guard against man-made environmental damage, said Jose Achache, head of the group behind the project.

"I'm an optimistic guy. So, I think in ten years from now we'll have a fully operational and fairly complete GEOSS," Achache, director of the Geneva-based intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations, told Reuters.

He spoke as ministers and officials from 70 countries assessed progress on the Internet-like monitoring system, which links ocean buoys and satellites to reduce vulnerability to disasters and environmental change.

He said technology had already significantly reduced death tolls from disasters, and GEOSS would take that further.

"We've come a long way. The best example we can give today is this tragic hurricane in Bangladesh two weeks ago, where we had to count the victims by thousands," he said.

"But, if you think about it, 15 years ago the same hurricane killed 140,000 people and 15 years before the number was 500,000."

Achache said the fewer deaths from Hurricane Sidr was directly due to better preparedness, heightened global observation and sharper modelling, which allowed authorities to track the hurricane and better forecast its intensity.

He said GEOSS could also help authorities control outbreaks of contagious diseases like cholera and meningitis by monitoring environmental conditions where they occured.

It will be able to gauge human environmental impact amid global concerns of accelerating climate change, such as that potentially caused by an Indian proposal to divert river flows to irrigate arid land, he said.

But Achache said a "huge task" remained ensuring the complex GEOSS system, officially only two years old, will work. Securing funding remained a challenge as well, he said.

"I guess we'll have to demonstrate (that) it's useful, that it is providing benefits to society," he said.
Business Day: China, Brazil give Africa free Satellite land images

Published: 29-NOV-07

China and Brazil will give Africa free satellite imaging of its landmass to help the continent respond to threats like deforestation, desertification and drought, the two countries said on Wednesday.

A land imaging satellite launched by the two governments at a cost of some $100 million in September, would relay images, updated monthly, to four ground stations for dissemination to African states.

"How much is it worth for (Africa) to have an up-to-date mapping of its agricultural areas? It is priceless," Gilberto Camara, director general of Brazil's National Institute for Space Research, told AFP.

He was attending a gathering in Cape Town arranged by the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) on new ways to monitor and share information on the Earth's ailing health.

China and Brazil announced their plan on the sidelines of the conference, saying they wished to contribute to sustainable development and risk management in Africa.

"This (mapping) will empower governments and organisations in Africa to use satellite imagery to monitor and respond to emerging natural disasters, deforestation, desertification and droughts, threats to agricultural production and food security and emerging health risks," astatement said.

The data would be made available to environmental and research institutions, as well as public and private bodies responsible for land management.

"Does anyone know how much rain forest exist in Africa?" asked Camara. "No. Does anybody know the total area used for crops in the whole of Africa? This is all about forward planning."

And what do Brazil and China get in return? "A better world," he said.

"If there is one lesson in the history of humanity, it is that generosity pays itself in the long run.

"Everybody needs to manage the planet. Everything we do, each one of us, has consequences."

China and Brazil would also sponsor the software needed by the four ground stations to read the satellite data.

The first ground station, in South Africa, would start receiving satellite data immediately, said Camara. The station in Kenya would follow early next year, and those in the Canary Islands and Matera, Italy, by next June.

The GEO gathering, attended by ministers and officials from over 100 governments and international bodies, is reviewing progress with the global integration of national monitoring systems to enhance real-time information on environmental change.

It is hoped a resulting GEO System of Systems (GEOSS) would enable countries to reduce their vulnerability to environmental change and disasters and improve their management of agricultural, energy and other resources. ________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Africa to get satellite images

Published:Nov 29, 2007

China and Brazil will give Africa free satellite imaging of its landmass to help the continent respond to threats like deforestation, desertification and drought, the two countries said.

A land imaging satellite launched by the two governments at a cost of some 100 million dollars in September, would relay images, updated monthly, to four ground stations for dissemination to African states.

"How much is it worth for (Africa) to have an up-to-date mapping of its agricultural areas? It is priceless," Gilberto Camara, director general of Brazil’s National Institute for Space Research, told AFP.

He was attending a gathering in Cape Town arranged by the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) on new ways to monitor and share information on the Earth’s ailing health.

China and Brazil announced their plan on the sidelines of the conference, saying they wished to contribute to sustainable development and risk management in Africa.

"This (mapping) will empower governments and organisations in Africa to use satellite imagery to monitor and respond to emerging natural disasters, deforestation, desertification and droughts, threats to agricultural production and food security and emerging health risks," a statement said.

The data would be made available to environmental and research institutions, as well as public and private bodies responsible for land management.

"Does anyone know how much rain forest exist in Africa?" asked Camara. "No. Does anybody know the total area used for crops in the whole of Africa? This is all about forward planning."

And what do Brazil and China get in return? "A better world," he said.

"If there is one lesson in the history of humanity, it is that generosity pays itself in the long run.

"Everybody needs to manage the planet. Everything we do, each one of us, has consequences."

China and Brazil would also sponsor the software needed by the four ground stations to read the satellite data.

The first ground station, in South Africa, would start receiving satellite data immediately, said Camara. The station in Kenya would follow early next year, and those in the Canary Islands and Matera, Italy, by next June.

The GEO gathering, attended by ministers and officials from over 100 governments and international bodies, is reviewing progress with the global integration of national monitoring systems to enhance real-time information on environmental change.

It is hoped a resulting GEO System of Systems (GEOSS) would enable countries to reduce their vulnerability to environmental change and disasters and improve their management of agricultural, energy and other resources. ________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Scientists urge $2-3 billion study of ocean health

Sun 25 Nov 2007, 14:42 GMT

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

OSLO, Nov 25 (Reuters) - Marine scientists called on Sunday for a $2-3 billion study of threats such as overfishing and climate change to the oceans, saying they were as little understood as the Moon.

A better network of satellites, tsunami monitors, drifting robotic probes or electronic tags on fish within a decade could also help lessen the impact of natural disasters, pollution or damaging algal blooms, they said.

"This is not pie in the sky ... it can be done," said Tony Haymet, director of the U.S. Scripps Institution of Oceanography and chairman of the Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans (POGO).

He told Reuters that a further $2-3 billion would roughly match amounts already invested in ocean research, excluding more costly satellites. New technologies were cheaper and meant worldwide monitoring could now be possible.

"Silicon Valley has come to the oceans," said Jesse Ausubel, a director of the Census of Marine Life that is trying to describe life in the seas.

"Lots of cheap disposable devices can now be distributed throughout the oceans, in some cases on animals, in some cases on the sea floor, others drifting about," he told Reuters.

POGO wants the 72-nation Group on Earth Observations (GEO), meeting in Cape Town from Nov. 28-30, to consider its appeal for a $2-3 billion study of the oceans as part of a wider effort to improve understanding of the planet by 2015.

GEO is seeking to link up scientific observations of the planet to find benefits for society in areas including energy, climate, agriculture, biodiversity, water supplies and weather.

MOON

The ocean "has been relatively ignored" compared to land or the atmosphere, said Howard Roe, a director emeritus of the British National Oceanography Centre and former chairman of POGO.

"It's a hoary phrase that we know more about the surface of the moon than the deep ocean. It's true. The oceans are virtually unexplored," he told Reuters.

Among ocean projects, POGO wants to raise the number of drifting robotic probes, know as "Argos" and which measure conditions driving climate change, to 30,000 from 3,000 now.

And the scientists said they wanted to expand a network of electronic tagging of fish to understand migrations and give clues to over-fishing.

"By my estimates for $50-60 million a year the world could have a global system, an ocean tracking network that could follow sharks from Cape Town to Perth or follow tuna from Miami to Southampton, Ausubel said.

And better monitoring of the oceans could give more advance warnings of storms, such as a Nov. 15 cyclone that struck Bangladesh and killed 3,500 people. It could also send tsunami alerts -- the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami killed up to 230,000 people.

"2012 will be the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic. I think Captain Smith would be disappointed by the continuing hesitation to firm up our ocean observing system," Ausubel said. (Editing by Charles Dick)

________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times: China struggles on energy efficiency targets

By Mure Dickie in Beijing

Published: November 30 2007 01:04 | Last updated: November 30 2007 03:57

China managed to reduce the energy intensity of its fast-growing economy by 3 per cent in the first nine months of this year, officials said on Thursday.

But the pace of the fall in energy required to generate each unit of gross domestic product remains below that needed to meet the government’s target of a 20 per cent cut over five years.

Beijing also appears highly unlikely to meet its other top environmental target, a 10 per cent reduction in emissions of selected pollutants between 2006 and 2010.

“The whole nation from top to bottom is mobilising and results are gradually becoming apparent in energy conservation and emission reductions,” said Xie Zhenhua, vice-chairman of China’s national development and reform commission. “However, the situation remains extremely bleak, with some work not being properly done,” he added, citing problems with energy intensity and pollution statistics.

China has been seeking to reduce reliance on energy-hungry heavy industry such as steelmaking for growth, as part of a broad push to ensure economic and environmental sustainability.

Improving energy intensity is also seen by Beijing as a way to show it is addressing global warming.

In spite of its smaller economy, China is forecast by the International Energy Agency to overtake the US this year as the world’s biggest emitter of the gases blamed for climate change.

Although inefficiency in industry should in theory make early gains relatively easy, China cut energy consumption per unit of GDP by just 1.33 per cent last year, far below its 4 per cent goal. In the first six months of this year energy intensity fell by 2.78 per cent year-on-year, suggesting an improvement in the third quarter.

The slow progress has been blamed on the difficulty of effectively regulating business and on local officials’ continuing emphasis on economic growth.

Beijing has made clear that energy efficiency is a political priority and that officials will be judged in large part on conservation and pollution results.

Asked about reports that regional authorities had threatened to sack officials who failed to meet pollution targets, Mr Xie said it was true that one province had implemented “severe regulations”.

“I know one province that will take action against leaders of selected areas and enterprises if they fail to meet final energy conservation and emission reduction targets,” he said.

The State Environmental Protection Agency announced this month the first fall for four years in emissions of acid rain-causing sulphur dioxide, accomplished in spite of rapid electricity generation growth.

The progress suggested a drive to force coal-burning power plants to install and use de-sulphurisation equipment was having an impact, with SO2 emissions down 1.81 per cent year-on-year in the first nine months. Chemical oxygen demand, a key water pollution indicator, also fell slightly.

________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: U.N. chief to participate in Bali conference on climate change

UNITED NATIONS, Nov. 29 (Xinhua) -- U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is to attend the Bali conference on climate change, U.N. spokesperson Michele Montas announced Thursday.

    Montas told reporters at the U.N. Headquarters in New York that the Secretary General will participate in the Bali conference from Dec. 12 to 14.

    "There he wants to maximize the prospects for the launch of climate change negotiations," she said, adding that the U.N. chief feels "we need a break-through in Bali as a critical first step."

    "If we are to meet the challenge of global warming, we need a new and comprehensive agreement that all nations can embrace," Ban was quoted as saying.

    The spokesperson admitted that it is not expected that world leaders will walk away from the summit with a new global accord to succeed Kyoto.

    "But the Secretary-General would expect them to agree to an agenda of issues and set a time-table for reaching such an accord, before the Kyoto protocol expires in 2012," she said.

    According to Montas, Ban will meet in Bali key heads of state and governments on the margin of the talks, as well as major players in the climate change field.

    The 13th session of the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change will take place in Bali, Indonesia from Dec. 3-14. About 10,000 delegates from over 180 countries and regions are expected to attend the conference, which focuses on measures to be implemented on global greenhouse gas emissions reduction after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.
________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post: What does big climate conference do for the climate, or the change?

By ALAN DAWSON

A heavy carbon footprint is settling over Bali. More than 10,000 jet-setters, trendies, bureaucrats and assorted groupies have begun to jet in, turn on their air-conditioners and light up the barbies in one of the most concentrated two-week Earth-warming events in recent history.

To Bali, the extravaganza is a welcome tourist bonanza. To the world, the United Nations Climate Change Conference scheduled for Dec 3-14 is also a chance for back-slapping colleagues from the global warming industry to get together for the first time since the last UN conference, which was three months ago in Vienna.

It was a lot warmer in Austria in August. Heaven forbid that a December UN meeting should convene at an actual UN headquarters at a time when it is 4 Celsius in Geneva and 3C in New York.

The UN justifies that 10,000 serious folk are going to collaborate on the plan that saves the world from the climate crisis. Sure they are. And there is no way that a conference of the UN members at UN headquarters could do the job, either, are you kidding?

The problem is, though, that the Bali conference has a carbon footprint bigger than your standard evil Big Business.

Taxpayers might also be properly concerned about just how much work is going to be done, when the UN's own web page on the conference pushes out loads of information on why it is having its conference on the Indonesian island: Sailing, fishing, snorkelling, ocean kayaking, and, of course, a shopping gallery.

If burning fossil fuels offends Mother Gaia, the next two weeks ought to convince her she has raised a family of dolts. Air-conditioning, charcoal cookouts and fishing boats will be working full out in Bali. And consider the jet fuel.

According to ClimateCrisis.net, the official website for the Al Gore movie An Inconvenient Truth, the US national average Co2 production by the mythical average person is 7.5 tonnes, including driving, flying, using electricity and gas and so on for one year. The same site provides a handy guiltometer able to quickly calculate that a flight to Bali and return in coach class spews 4 tonnes _ and that doesn't even include the taxpayer-subsidised ride in the over-sized luxury limo to the exquisitely chilled hotel, easily spotted at night by its thousands of festival lights.

''We all contribute to global warming every time we fly, drive or turn on a light,'' accuses the helpful TerraPass website.

Its own Air Travel guiltometer is even more precise. It indicts everyone headed for Bali from Bangkok this weekend for adding 1,447 pounds of Co2 to the atmosphere when sitting cramped up in economy class _ 656.3 kilogrammes, and that's if you fly direct for the 5,971 kilometres, and don't take a connecting flight through Singapore, say. You're more guilty if you do that.

The equivalent New York-based bureaucrat will spew 3,594kg of carbon dioxide in the wake of his 32,699 fun-filled kilometres aloft. From Geneva, the official conference Xerox operator will add 2,673kg of carbon dioxide to our air during his/her 24,324km sojourn to Bali and back. (UN operatives fly business class, of course, but the guiltometer shows all seats are equally guilty, even if some are more comfortable.)

We will hear the word ''hypocrite'' about this a lot. But perhaps that word is too harsh for the conference drudges forced to fly commercial.

It might be better saved for the hundreds who will be jetting to Bali without having to bother with inconveniences like security lines and check-in procedures.

The top local tourist site Bali Discovery Tours said there are so many private jets bound for the island this week that the Ngurah Rai International Airport ran out of parking reservations _ in October. Airport managers had to make parking deals with other airports around Indonesia including Surabaya, Lombok, Makassar, and even as far away as Jakarta.

Just how much a private jet raises sea levels and directly harms a poverty-stricken, handicapped, ethnic minority child depends on the exact jet, of course.

But the carbon footprint by people on any private jet makes a Formula One race look like a day of tree-planting.

Picture half a dozen people wearing gas masks and space suits, furiously manufacturing and hurling 10 kilogrammes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere every minute from the time they lift off until engines off at the other end _ each.

You try it. Throw 10 kilogrammes of anything every minute and you're going to hurt yourself plus the many innocent, poor, single mothers sheltering from spousal abuse that get in your way. But that's a pretty normal private jet flight. It's a wonder they have time for a martini.

Is it really necessary for celebrities and even ranking bureaucrats to jet into Bali and demonstrate how only the little people need to pay attention to climate change? Yes, Al Gore brags how he pays little people to plant trees to ''offset'' his spiffy corporate jet, but that hardly seems to be in the spirit of a world that is supposedly required to make sacrifice to stem all this global warming that has made him rich. Along with his Nobel Prize, maybe he should get a commercial airline schedule.

Mind, rich people suffer. It is impossible for ordinary people to fathom the stark trauma of a VIP who discovers his airplane will have to park an hour or more away from his luxury hotel suite, on another island yet. The shock could be so bad he might not be able to concentrate on the agenda.

And face it: Who will?

Bali, after all, is not exactly famous as a work zone. It is uniquely known as a place where people combine pleasure with more pleasure. Admit it. When you first heard that the UN was going to drop tens of millions on a climate change conference, just about your first reaction was: ''Bali?''

Certainly the Bali Tourism Board doesn't recognise the idea of a working holiday. ''From hostels to award-winning world-class resorts, Bali has it all! Come and experience Bali's one-of-a-kind culture and the natural hospitality of her people.''

Nope, no mention there of mixing business and resorts.

(The Tourism Authority of Thailand, by contrast, pushes on its front page items like business hours and how visitors can contact government offices. Even the tourist officials of Pattaya _ Pattaya! _ call it the Pattaya Business and Tourism Association.)

Bali Discovery Tours added a whole passel of ''NEW HOLIDAY PACKAGES! (for three days or more stay)!'' for the next two weeks. ''[F]ind out how you to spend some interesting and relaxing time in Indonesia.''

Well, about two weeks from now you'll be reading hyped stories about breakthroughs and diplomacy and disagreements, and the Bali Climate Change cliffhanging final declaration will show the only possible way to save Earth from terrible, terrible warming, sea-raising, ice-melting, typhoon-causing events.

Perhaps, though, one way to help to save both Earth and money is to not have another rewards conference. Rather, convince those who are so eager to travel around the world to fight for action against global warming to stay home, turn on their PCs and hold the world's first serious internet conference.

Ground the private jets, un-book the air-conditioned rooms and use conferencing and collaborative software to put together needed materials and a final document.

Flying 10,000 people to one of the world's leading resorts to discuss climate change makes the whole effort look hypocritical. If the people responsible for numerating the sacrifices we all supposedly have to make flatly refuse to make any sacrifices themselves, much of the world will quite fairly ask two questions. What emergency? And why should we do something they won't do? ________________________________________________________________________

Telegraph: Charles Clover's weekly column takes an inside look at the environment

The road to Bali

Appropriately enough, it is going to be hot at the climate change talks which begin on the Indonesian island of Bali on Monday.

Temperatures at this time of year range between 78 and 86ºF (26-30ºC).

The chief official of the UN climate change convention, Yvo de Boer, has already set the tone by telling the officials from over 170 countries who will be flying there - boosting the world's greenhouse gas emissions as they do so - that they do not need to wear a jacket and tie, at least until their ministers fly in a week later.

He says this will avoid the need to turn the air conditioning up so high. I suspect it will make little difference.

The world may well wonder what this great junket in Nusa Dua, one of the world's top holiday resorts, at the height of the holiday season, can actually achieve. It hardly instils confidence to be told that most important business is expected to be conducted at cocktail parties.

As a veteran observer of the enormously slow way the world has confronted the climate issue from Rio, through Berlin, Kyoto, the Hague and now on the road to Bali - without any apparent change in the relentless rise in the world's greenhouse gas emissions - I can confidently predict that what Bali will NOT produce is a clear successor to the Kyoto treaty, which expires in 2012. 

As a senior British official was at pains to point out this week, the media has been rather too successful in raising expectations. The reality is that the best that can be hoped for from Bali is drawing a roadmap towards a global regime for after 2013 that might be agreed in Copenhagen next year - crucially, after the next United States presidential elections.

President Bush's refusal to ratify the Kyoto treaty remains the blockage to China and India signing up for legally binding emission reductions after 2012. All his potential successors want to do more, but that is unlikely to mean immediately ratifying Kyoto - because US emissions are wildly above the reductions promised in 1997.

Meanwhile, Bali will be a feast of process without finality. With luck, and no filibustering, it will bind together all the potential elements of a post-2012 agreement, including a never-before-achieved plan for avoiding the destruction of the rainforests, which could be tied up with ribbon in Copenhagen.

For some, this will be like watching paint dry. For others, it will be rich with significance and drama, for what is decided in Bali almost certainly will frame the way all industries and all households have to behave decades hence, as far as their use of fossil fuels is concerned.

Will we have scenes of high tension like in Berlin in 1995 when the chairman only just managed to get his gavel down on the consensus before the Saudi delegates could get their objections in ? Will we have 72 hours of sleeping on tables while talks go over deadline as we did in Kyoto?

Will we see a bitter bust-up like the one between John Prescott, then deputy prime minister, and Dominique Voynet, the hapless green French environment minister, whose cheese-paring objections in The Hague led to Prescott walking out saying he was "gutted" and which meant the United States could not ratify Kyoto before the election that sent George Bush to the White House on the basis of a few hanging chads?

We will not know until the protagonists arrive.

One of those, and the only other head of state attending besides the Indonesian president, will be Kevin Rudd, the new prime minister of Australia, a former diplomat, who has said he will ratify the Kyoto treaty, thereby removing the United States's last ally in refusing to do so among developed countries.

As with our own Confederation of British Industry going "green" this week, the old order is slowly changing. What the new one will look like we can only guess.

A quandary

Business appears now to be ahead of politicians in trying to plan for a future that involves climate change. The CBI's report Climate Change: Everyone's Business this week, which included participation from blue chip companies such as BT, Barclays and Tesco, dropped the bombshell that the consultant firm McKinsey does not think the Government has a chance of complying with its 2020 targets for shifting to low carbon technologies, such as wind and nuclear, on the evidence of present progress.

The CBI task force did think, however, that we could get on track by 2030, with the help of at least a dozen new nuclear power stations. The Prince of Wales's corporate leaders group added their voice to the growing consensus that there must be an international legal framework to guide business activity after 2012.

Cities, too, both in the United States and across the world seem to be ahead of national politicians. Local level initiatives are cutting emissions in Tokyo, which has asked its power plants to publicise their emissions and show how they will shift to renewable energy; in Seoul, where drivers are encouraged to leave their cars at home one day a week and in Copenhagen, where a third of the population cycles to work.

It is clear that the great enterprise of finding an alternative to fossil fuels is just as likely to be a bottom-up process, as a top-down one. The only thing politicians have to do is set a realistic price on carbon by placing a tough enough cap on carbon emissions. That remains the big if. 

A mystery solved

Now I know why only one member of the press was - accidentally as it turns out - allowed to ask a question at Gordon Brown's green speech last week. A source close to the hosts of the event, WWF, says: "Oh that was Downing Street press office. They said no press questions."

That is how we are governed. ________________________________________________________________________

Economic Times: Struggling to decode Bali's message 

Nov 29th 2007

From The Economist print edition

A green jamboree in Indonesia will not achieve anything tangible, but it matters

AP

IF SIZE is a measure of importance, the meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that starts in Bali on December 3rd is a big deal. Somewhere between 15,000 and 20,000 politicians, officials, activists and journalists are expected to attend, stretching the Indonesian island's resources to breaking-point. “It's a nightmare for those of us who are actually working on the agenda,” says an official who is attending. “We won't be able to get internet access or food.” The recent floods in parts of Indonesia (shown above) may help concentrate minds.

The numbers of people pouring into Bali next week do at least demonstrate that the political profile of climate change has risen over the past year. Nobody whose job touches on global warming can afford to be absent. And the issue that the meeting is primarily about—how the world should try to mitigate climate change when the Kyoto protocol runs out in 2012—is crucial.

The omens, too, are good. Those who support a global agreement along the lines of Kyoto, based on targets for cutting greenhouse-gas emissions, got a boost from the results of the Australian elections. Kevin Rudd, the country's new prime minister, has promised to reverse his predecessor's policy and ratify Kyoto. 

But expectations for Bali are low, and are being managed downwards before the meeting. “Disappointment may come in a variety of different guises,” says an official. Those, like the EU and the NGOs, who want a global deal are not even looking for a road map for the post-2012 era. They will be happy if they manage to stop America, OPEC or the developing countries creating serious roadblocks.

It is not surprising that Bali is unlikely to achieve anything tangible, for it is aimed at the hardest part of climate-change mitigation—getting an international agreement which all the big emitters ratify. That won't happen until America adopts serious domestic emissions-control measures.

But encouragement from the international front would ease the passage of such measures considerably. So what happens at Bali matters, though the declaration that comes out of it will be encrypted in diplomatic language, and the difference between success and failure will be imperceptible to the untrained eye.

Experienced code-breakers will be looking, essentially, for three things by which to judge whether Bali has been a success or a failure. The first is some sort of long-term commitment by all 192 signatories of the UNFCCC to deal with the problem, involving some sort of goal, such as temperature, emissions cuts or atmospheric carbon concentrations. The second is further commitments by developing countries to cut their emissions. The EU already committed itself to cuts of 20% below 1990 levels by 2020 at its spring conference earlier this year; and since the current American administration continues to oppose binding targets, such promises will have to come from other rich countries, such as Australia or Japan. 

The third area concerns developing countries. They are not going to commit themselves to cuts. But activists hope that China and India—the nations everybody is watching—may throw America a bone. If the big developing countries agree to look into cutting emissions from particular sectors—an idea that the Bush administration has pushed—rather than from their economies as a whole, America will be likelier to commit itself to emissions controls. After all, it was the developing world's refusal to countenance cuts that led America to turn its back on Kyoto in the first place.

This is all familiar territory to climate-change aficionados. But there is one area in which the Bali meeting may break new ground: deforestation.

The Kyoto protocol established a mechanism (see article) under which developing countries that cut their industrial emissions can sell those reductions to rich countries. But developing countries have no incentive to stop cutting down their forests, and tropical deforestation accounts for around 20% of total annual greenhouse-gas emissions. So a group of heavily-forested countries have been lobbying to get paid for not cutting down their green canopies.

This initiative has met plenty of opposition, and not just from the many who point out that designing a scheme to pay people not to do something is tricky. Brazil, home of the world's largest expanse of tropical forest, has also been wary of the idea. It was instrumental in designing the Clean Development Mechanism, which it is doing very nicely out of, and it fears that flooding the market for carbon credits with new supply from tropical forests would depress the price and destroy the mechanism. It is also uncomfortable about the implication in an “avoided deforestation” programme that its forests are the whole world's property.

But as Brazil has come to take the issues of both climate change and deforestation more seriously, so its opposition to such a programme has moderated. That, and the world's realisation that without addressing deforestation, mitigating climate change will be exceedingly difficult, has brought forests to the fore.

Even on deforestation, though, there will not be a concrete agreement. The best that can be expected is—to use UN parlance—a commitment to look into creating incentives to discourage countries from chopping down their tropical forests. International diplomacy is a horribly slow business; and some such statement is probably a necessary first step towards, eventually, packing away the chainsaws. ________________________________________________________________________

AP: Ahead of climate meeting, China says developed world bears emission reduction burden

Thursday, November 29, 2007

BEIJING: China will reject any demands that it cut greenhouse gas emissions to the same level as the U.S. and other developed nations, an official said Thursday.

Developed nations bear major responsibility for climate change and must lead the way in reducing emissions, said Xie Zhenhua, who will head China's delegation to next month's global climate change meeting on the Indonesian island of Bali.

"China will play its due role and take its due part in the process of emission reduction, but we will absolutely not take on the commitment of taking on the same responsibilities and making the same commitments as the developed countries," Xie told reporters.

Xie did not say what concrete positions China would take in the talks, but said China was working on its own to cut its emissions and boost energy conservation.

He and other officials have also indicated that China would not accept binding caps on greenhouse gases that Washington is pushing for at the Bali meeting that brings together environment ministers from 80 nations to discuss a possible replacement to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on emission reductions.

Nations agreed in Kyoto to cut output of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases to below 1990 levels by 2012. But China, India and other developing economies are exempt.

With its low-efficiency, high emissions economy, Beijing is about to overtake the United States as the world's top greenhouse-gas producer — some studies say it has done already.

However, Xie, a vice minister of China's top economic planning body, said developing countries' first responsibility was to develop their economies and alleviate poverty.

"We should assume common but differentiated responsibilities," Xie said, citing figures he claimed showed developed countries were responsible for 77 percent of greenhouse gasses pumped into the atmosphere prior to 2000.

"The primary responsibility for tackling climate change should rest with the developed countries," Xie said. "The developed countries should take the lead," he said.

Xie said China had reduced its energy intensity — the amount of energy needed to produce a dollar of gross domestic product — by 47 percent between 1990 and 2005.

He repeated a pledge made by Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao to further reduce that figure by 20 percent by 2010.

"China will make its due contribution to emission reduction and energy conservation so please rest assured that we are good to our words," he said. ________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: China wary on international climate goals-official

Thu Nov 29, 2007 9:42am EST

 By Chris Buckley and Gerard Wynn

BEIJING, Nov 29 (Reuters) - Beijing is reluctant to set itself international targets to fight climate change without financial assistance from industrialised countries, a senior climate change official, Gao Guangsheng, said on Thursday.

Gao was speaking days ahead of talks in Bali, Indonesia, expected to launch two years of formal negotiations to extend or replace the Kyoto Protocol on global warming after 2012.

He was scathing about industrialised countries' limited efforts to help developing nations cut greenhouse gas emissions, despite commitments under the U.N.'s convention on climate change to share clean energy technologies.

That had made it more difficult for China to curb emissions of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas blamed for contributing to climate change, he said.

"Only when I know what technology I have can I calculate how much I can reduce emissions; only when I have funding assurances," said Gao, director general of climate change at the National Development and Reform Commission.

"To reduce emissions, technology is a crucial issue. But here for various reasons the developed countries haven't shown much commitment and there basically hasn't been any progress."

China has set itself ambitious domestic targets to increase energy efficiency and replace high carbon-emitting coal with renewable energy sources like wind and hydropower -- although it failed to meet its efficiency target in 2006.

"The goals can often encounter upsets. But international commitments can't be messed about with. China always only makes international commitments that it can live up to. Not just empty cannon blasts. We do more and say less."

Gao cited the example of previous agreements between China and the United States to transfer clean power-generation technology that he said had been blocked by the U.S. Congress.

He also recounted a conversation with the Danish environment minister, whom he had asked for assistance to transfer advanced wind power technology to China, but had been told it was a matter for companies, not government.

Denmark is home to the world's biggest maker of wind turbines, Vestas (VWS.CO: Quote, Profile, Research) and the country is projected to source 25 percent of its electricity from wind power next year.

"If that's always the attitude, then how can we have international cooperation?" said Gao, speaking to a small number of reporters.

"Developed countries should abide by the demands of the (U.N.) treaty and offer favourable terms, or give for free, the environmentally friendly technology that developing countries desperately need."

China is under increasing pressure to act on climate change because of ballooning carbon emissions, especially from its coal-burning power plants and from its cement industry.

When pressed Gao said he could not rule out the possibility China had overtaken the United States as the world's top carbon emitter, or would do so shortly, because Beijing had insufficient data to prove that one way or the other.

On the Bali talks he affirmed China supported a two-year timeframe to find a successor deal to Kyoto. (Additional reporting by Emma Graham-Harrison; Editing by Jerry Norton) ________________________________________________________________________

Christian Science Monitor: Bali climate summit: a test of the world's resolve

At next week's meeting in Indonesia, more than 100 nations will gather to work on a new emissions pact.

By Brad Knickerbocker

From the November 29, 2007 edition

Next week is seen as crunch time in the fight against global warming. Representatives from some 130 nations will gather in Bali, Indonesia, beginning a two-year effort to agree on a new pact to cut greenhouse-gas emissions – one that goes well beyond the goals of the current Kyoto Protocol.

Though it's a complex task, there is some sense of optimism.

"There is an unprecedented awareness among the public and leaders now," Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, told the AFP news service. "My information is that some of the delegations who have been obstructionist in the past will be much more cooperative this time," said Mr. Pachauri, citing "developments in Australia" and rising interest in climate change in the US.

Still, no one expects this to be easy.

"The risks inherent in failing to act decisively are simply too great," write William J. Antholis and Todd Stern of the Center for American Progress in The Washington Quarterly. They continue:

    "As many as 1–2 bil­lion people will face increased water scarcity; thawing permafrost will destabilize building foundations and other structures; declining crop yields will lead to increased hunger in the dry tropics, including vast regions of Africa; and 20–30 percent of global plant and animal life will face extinction."

Poorer nations are especially vulnerable, the United Nations warned in its 2007 Human Development Report. The Associated Press summarized:

    "Floods, droughts and other climate disasters will rob millions of children of the decent meals and schools they need unless rich nations provide $86 billion by 2015 to help the poor adapt to global warming.... Without the money, the panel found, a warmer world 'could stall and then reverse human development' in the countries where 2.6 billion people live on $2 a day or less.' "

"We could be on the verge of seeing human development reverse for the first time in 30 years," Kevin Watkins, lead author of the report, told Reuters. Asked whether the report might be too alarmist, Dr. Watkins, a senior research fellow at Britain's Oxford University, replied:

    "The message for Bali is the world cannot afford to wait. It has less than a decade to change course.... I defy anybody to speak to the victims of droughts and floods, like we did, and challenge our conclusions on the long-term impact of climate disasters."

Meanwhile, a new report from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) indicates that the levels of the main greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, continue to increase.

"In 2006, globally averaged concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere reached their highest levels ever recorded," the WMO told Reuters.

Much of the focus at Bali will be on the United States. The Bush administration rejects Kyoto's international mandates for greenhouse-gas reductions in favor of more voluntary, country-specific efforts. According to an analysis piece in the IPS-Inter Press Service:

    "The US is considering proposals to build over 150 coal-fired power plants, with a planned investment of $145 billion over the next two decades. The current US strategy on mitigating the impact of climate change is based on reducing greenhouse gas 'intensity,' not the level of emissions, a unilateralist approach that many experts see as deeply flawed."

Over the weekend, President Bush lost a key ally when Australia's Prime Minister John Howard was defeated in his bid for reelection. The New York Times reported that the new prime minister, Labor Party candidate and former diplomat Kevin Rudd, stated "unequivocally" in his victory speech that:

    "Australia would ratify the Kyoto Protocol on global warming. That will further isolate the United States, leaving it as the only industrialized country not to have done so." 

________________________________________________________________________

Time: Change of Climate

Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2007 By ERIC POOLEY

You can tell when the politicians are getting serious about an issue: they stop taking cheap shots at one another and suddenly become pragmatic. Amazingly, that's happening right now on global warming. Just as the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warns of "abrupt and irreversible" damage if we don't take immediate action, a serious piece of climate legislation is beginning to pick up speed in the U.S. Senate.

Environmental groups are anxiously watching three votes this week that could significantly water dow...

America's Climate Security Act, a bipartisan bill co-sponsored by Senators Joe Lieberman and John Warner, would create a cap-and-trade system to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions 65% below 1990 levels by 2050. It has made it out of subcommittee and has a good chance of reaching the Senate floor. Its strength can be measured by what the candidates are saying about it--and by what they're not saying.

At an environmental forum held Nov. 17 in Los Angeles, many of the green activists in the audience expected John Edwards to come out gunning for Hillary Clinton. All he had to do was challenge her to join him in opposing Lieberman-Warner because it would give away billions to heavily polluting industries. Edwards had denounced the bill as a "corporate windfall," but Clinton--who serves on the Senate's Environment and Public Works Committee and will soon have to vote on it--hadn't taken a position. The day before, Friends of the Earth Action, which has endorsed Edwards, started running a radio ad in Iowa praising Edwards for his "courageous stand against the bill" and urging voters to "call Senator Clinton and tell her we've had enough of corporate polluters and billion-dollar giveaways. Tell her it's time to fix or ditch Lieberman-Warner."

In short, Edwards had Clinton all teed up. She can't fudge her way out of this one, he could say. If she votes for the bill in its current form, you will know the lobbyists own her. And since her vote is crucial to getting the bill out of committee, his attack could have made it less likely that Congress would act on climate change this year.

But Edwards decided not to take that swing. He didn't attack Clinton or the bill. Why not? Because the politics of climate change are moving so fast and in such a pragmatic direction that he didn't want to get caught out. His campaign had been hearing from key environmental groups, says an Edwards adviser, "and the consensus was that they don't want to trash this bill. They want to strengthen it, not kill it."

So give Edwards credit for holding fire, and feel the hot, dry winds blowing on this issue. They got Virginia Republican Warner's attention when business leaders like GE CEO Jeff Immelt came out in favor of mandatory caps on carbon emissions, a move that also blew down the straw house of the deny-and-delay crowd. The legislation that Warner has written with Lieberman, an Independent, combines elements of earlier, stillborn bills, and it won crucial backing from California Senator Barbara Boxer, Democratic chairwoman of the Environment Committee. "This is an election issue," she says. "Voters need to know which Senators believe global warming is real and which don't."

The cap-and-trade system envisioned by Lieberman-Warner, in which government sets emissions limits and auctions or gives away pollution allowances that can then be bought and sold, would raise billions for energy investment by imposing billions in new costs on polluters. Who pays, how much is paid and who gets to spend those billions will be one of the great political battles of this generation. Naturally, some business interests want to delay the day of reckoning, and they're making common cause with some green groups that don't think it's possible to get a strong enough bill through this Congress. Those groups would rather wait until 2009, when, they hope, there will be a Democrat in the White House and larger Democratic majorities in Congress.

There are two problems with this strategy. First, the election may not go the Democrats' way. If they grab defeat from the jaws of victory, Republicans could lose the incentive to cut a climate deal. Second, fixing the climate is like saving for retirement--the longer we wait, the harder it gets. That's not to say Lieberman-Warner is perfect. Its emissions targets should be tougher, and it gives away too many pollution allowances for free. But let's dream for a moment. If it manages to pass both houses of Congress (a mighty big if), the bill would land with a thud on George W. Bush's desk shortly before the 2008 election. Bush has always said he would veto any bill with mandatory carbon caps. But he recently sent a back-channel signal to Congress that he might be willing to deal. Now that would be some abrupt and irreversible climate change.

Editor at large Pooley is writing a book about the politics of climate change
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Namibia: Conservancies Go From Strength to Strength

The Namibian (Windhoek): The income made by communal conservancies has increased from N$600 000 in 1998 to over N$26 million at the end of last year, says a new report on the state of Namibia's conservancies. The report was launched in Windhoek on Thursday evening by the co-ordinator of the Namibian Association for Community-Based Natural Resource Management Support Organisations (Nacso), Maxi Louis. Louis said the main sources of income were ecotourism joint ventures and trophy hunting. "A remarkable increase of income has been evident from the boosted number of trophy hunting agreements," said Louis. By the end of last year, she said, communal conservancies managed more than 118 704 square kilometres of communal land, representing about 40 per cent of all communal land. http://allafrica.com/stories/200711290496.html
Namibia: Trees Cut Down in the Name of 'Progress'

The Namibian (Windhoek): Camelthorn trees are a protected species in Namibia but a number of them around Windhoek are being chopped down, concerned residents say. A number of the trees, whose scientific name is acacia erioloba, have been chopped down opposite the Windhoek Truckport, Colleen Mannheimer informed The Namibian. Environmental Consultant Carol Steenkamp says camelthorn take many decades to grow and can live for hundreds of years, but a person with a chainsaw can destroy them in a matter of minutes. "We should stop these insane acts of destroying our heritage," Steenkamp said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200711290719.html
Southern Africa: Namibians Learn About Cleaner Production

The Namibian (Windhoek): A total of 246 Namibians have been trained how to apply cleaner production in industries and services sectors, a conference held in Windhoek was told on Monday.

Margot Nielsen, the Chief Technical Advisor to the Cleaner Production (CP) Component of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, said some of them underwent cleaner production courses at the Polytechnic of Namibia while other training was offered by the Southern African Environmental Assessment Institution (SAEAI). Nielsen said the trainees represented businesses, service providers and regional councils from six regions. Fifty people - 30 from the Khomas Region and 18 from Oshana - travelled to Denmark to learn more about cleaner production there. The Polytechnic of Namibia is now offering courses on cleaner production, and Cleaner Production and Sustainability Centre will be set up in Namibia to provide other services, Nielsen said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200711290728.html
Nigeria: Firm Proffers Solution to Environmental Degradation

Daily Trust (Abuja): A non-governmental organization, GN Globe Consulting Ltd, yesterday said the only solution to the environmental degradation in the country is a proper accounting system and adequate provision in the oil sector. Chief executive of the firm Mr Naphtali Iringe-Koko, who made this revelation at a workshop on environmental aspect of crude oil production accounting and managing oil pollution in the coastal practices, said environmental degradation had been a base towards having a proper country devoid of pollution. He said: "This workshop will try to proffer solutions to the environmental problems like pollution, global warming and climate change. Everybody knows that pollution is a waste and unless we put in our best, these problems may not have an immediate solution." Mr. Naphtali also urged the participants to device ways of tackling wastes, especially the ones being released by some oil companies, adding that they are hazardous to health. http://allafrica.com/stories/200711290936.html
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UNEP or UN in the news
· UN-backed tree-planting drive hits 1 billion goal-APP  

· New UN report spotlights link between hunger, health and HIV/AIDS-APP
· Climate change could hit Vietnam hard, says report-The Manila Times
· Asian govts should rethink policies to secure water supplies: report-Channel NewsAsia



General Environment News
· World : World business leaders demand action on global warming-NZ Herald
· China : China : Two quakes rattle Taiwan, no reports of damage- Marlborough Express
· New Zealand : John Pfahlert: Minister out of whack on importance of gas-NZ Herald
UNEP or UN in the news

UN-backed tree-planting drive hits 1 billion goal        

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 29 (APP) : One billion trees have been planted under a drive backed by the U.N. and the World Agroforestry Centre, hitting the milestone as planned ahead of next month’s international climate change conference in Bali.

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, said in Nairobi that the achievement of the goal “is a further sign of the breathtaking momentum witnessed this year on the challenge for this generation ­ climate change.”

The campaign, he said, proved that “given a focus and the chance to act, millions if not billions of people around this world want an end to pollution and environmental deterioration and have rolled up their sleeves and got their hands dirty to prove the point.”

Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan Green Belt founder and co-patron of the campaign, welcomed the success of the drive and praised those who had participated in it while calling for continued vigilance. “Now we must keep the pressure on and continue the good work for the planet. Plant another tree today in celebration!”

Half of all those who participated were often private citizens or households planting one to three trees, according to UNEP, while another 13 per cent were planted by the private sector.

The news comes as thousands of delegates across the world prepare to travel to the Indonesian island of Bali for the next and most crucial round of global warming negotiations under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), jointly established by UNEP and the World Meteorological Organization, this year concluded that the global impacts of climate change are likely to be in many cases devastating but cost effective solutions are available now to counter the worst.

The Billion Tree Campaign was launched at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi last November. The agency said it is expecting Guatemala, China and Spain to announce that several million more trees have been planted, and predicted that Indonesia will plant almost 80 million trees in one day in the run up to the Bali climate convention meeting next month.

While not all numbers are in, UNEP said the top-ranking countries appear to be Ethiopia, over 700 million trees planted; Mexico, 217 million trees;

Turkey, 150 million; Kenya, 100 million; Cuba, 96.5 million; Rwanda, 50 million; Republic of Korea, 43 million; Tunisia, 21 million; Morocco, 20 million;

Myanmar, 20 million and Brazil, 16 million. The Green Belt Movement planted 4.7 million trees, double the number of trees it had initially pledged.

http://www.app.com.pk/en/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22103&Itemid=2 

…………………………………………

New UN report spotlights link between hunger, health and HIV/AIDS        

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 29 (APP) : In a major report, the U.N. World Food Programme (WFP) has called for focusing attention on the fundamental connection between hunger and health, which lies at the heart of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

The report was released at WFP’s Headquarters in Rome and at UN Headquarters New York on Wednesday,  ahead of World AIDS Day to be observed on December 1.

Donor countries have invested billions of dollars into antiretroviral treatment (ART) and other medication to counter the growing impact of AIDS in developing countries, it said. But they may overlook the irony that people receiving life-saving drugs often lack food and clean water.

The agency points out that as with any drug, anti-retrovirals are more effective when people are adequately nourished, and food support can help ensure that people who lack food benefit fully from their treatment.

“It is irresponsible to ignore the issue of hunger and malnutrition particularly in the battle against AIDS,”

said WFP Deputy Executive Director Sheila Sisulu. “Why should we write off the benefits of medical

interventions simply because people are too undernourished to absorb and benefit from the drugs they desperately need?”

Studies show that people with HIV have special nutritional needs, the agency says, noting that even when a person consumes enough food, if they lack certain vitamins and minerals, their immune system is compromised, making them vulnerable to infections.

“Food is often cited by people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS as their greatest and most important need,” said Elizabeth Mataka, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa.

Speaking at a seminar in Rome, at which the report was presented, she added that “nutrition interventions for HIV programmes are often overlooked in the international HIV policy debate and they remain critically under-funded.”

In a related study, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) predicts that 900,000 people going onto ART in 2008 will require food assistance.  It is estimated that the average cost of providing food support to a patient is $0.66 per day ­ less than 2 per cent of the current cost of drug programmes.

WFP, one of the first organizations to provide food assistance alongside ART in poor areas, now supports ART programmes in 16 countries in Africa, benefiting over 182,000 people. With active HIV/AIDS interventions in 50 countries worldwide, the agency is providing food assistance in 21 of 25 nations with the highest HIV prevalence rates. 

http://www.app.com.pk/en/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22116&Itemid=2 

........................................................

Climate change could hit Vietnam hard, says report 

HANOI: The recent record high tide levels in Vietnam’s southern Ho Chi Minh City could have gained strength as part of the effects of ongoing global climate change, local newspaper Vietnam News reported Thursday. 

“Floods and storms are hammering Vietnam’s coastal areas, and climate change is making that worse,” UN resident coordinator in Vietnam John Hendra told reporters when the Vietnamese version of the United Nations Human Development Report was launched Wednesday. 

The report called on wealthy countries to cut their carbon emissions by at least 80 percent by 2050. 

Developing Asian nations, especially fast-growing ones, should cut emissions by at least 20 percent by the year, the report said. 

Flood-tide rose to 1.5 meters in some areas in the southern city Tuesday night, the highest in 48 years. 

Vietnam has seen temperature increasing about 0.1 degree Celsius per decade, sea levels rising by 2.5-3 cm, and unstable rainfall causing floods and droughts, according to the Vietnam Institute of Meteorology, Hydrology and Environment. 

Climate change is expected to impact Vietnam’s coastal areas and such industries as agriculture, forestry, aquaculture, fishery and energy. -Xinhua 

http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2007/nov/30/yehey/world/20071130wor4.html
……………………………………………..

Asian govts should rethink policies to secure water supplies: report

By Wong Mun Wai, Channel NewsAsia | Posted: 29 November 2007 1854 hrs 

SINGAPORE: Governments in Asia need to rethink their policies on water and energy in order to secure their water supplies in the face of increasing water pollution and unstoppable urbanisation. 

This was among the key messages in a report, entitled 'Asian Water Development Outlook 2007', published in Singapore on Thursday. 

More natural disasters have rattled Asia in recent years, with the latest being a cyclone which hit Bangladesh earlier this month, killing thousands of people. And experts expect extreme weather to increase due to climate change. 

Because of such events, the report said water management and facilities have to be more robust and flexible. 

It may take a while, however, despite measures being taken to secure clean water and sanitation for small towns and urban areas. 

"It is important we learn," said Professor Bhanoji Rao, a team-member of the Asian Water Development Outlook 2007. "One example is Singapore. One way to look at Singapore is as a megacity. The other way to look at it is (that) there are different townships. 

"How are the townships administered, what is the government's practice, there is a lot one can learn." But apart from learning best practices, the report also put forward ideas to fix the problems. 

The lead expert in the study, Professor Asit Biswas, said the Asian Development Bank (ADB), which commissioned the report, predicts that Asian member countries have enough knowledge, technology and expertise to solve existing and future water problems. 

If some Asian members face a water crisis in the future, he said, it will not be because of the scarcity of water, but because of inadequate or inappropriate water governance. 

The bank is providing about US$2 billion a year until 2010 - or a total of about US$10 billion - for reforms and capacity development programmes at rural communities and cities. 

However, it said that more money is needed to achieve targets set-out in the United Nations Millennium Development Goals for water and sanitation in Asia. 

Therefore, the bank hopes to double its US$10 billion with money from governments, private sectors and investors. 

However, countries need to carry out reforms and implement appropriate policies to run the infrastructure and services in order to help bring in investment, according to the ADB. 

It also said that if countries embrace the reforms and policies, investments will come in because of profitable projects investors can pour their money in. 

"What we are hoping is that US$10 billion investment programme is a catalyst for the private sectors, the investors, the co-financiers, the government agencies, to add another US$10 billion," said K E Seetharam, a principal Water and Urban Development Specialist at ADB. 

The ADB runs a programme that directs funds, reforms and capacity development programmes at rural communities, cities and river basins. 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/314536/1/.html 
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World : World  business leaders demand action on global warming

Friday November 30, 2007, By Seth Borenstein 

Climate Change

Debating the stupid hand drive 

Fonterra checks out its carbon footprint 

WASHINGTON - Some of the world's top business leaders are demanding that international diplomats meeting next week come up with drastic and urgent measures to cut greenhouse gas pollution at least in half by 2050.

Officials from more than 150 global companies -- worth nearly US$4 trillion ($5.3 trillion) in market capitalisation -- have signed a petition urging "strong, early action on climate change" when political leaders meet in Indonesia.

The hastily prepared petition drive, co-ordinated through the environmental office of Britain's Prince Charles, is signed by leaders from mainstream powerhouse companies such as Shell UK, GE International, Coca-Cola Co, Dupont Co, United Technologies Corp, Rolls Royce, Nestle SA, Unilever, British Airways and Volkswagen AG.

The petition is aimed at the United Nations conference in Bali, convened to draft a new environmental treaty to replace the Kyoto accord, which expires in 2012.

"We urge world leaders to seize this opportunity," the petition says.

Contrary to the argument that mandatory pollution cuts would harm the economy, the business leaders' petition says ambitious emissions reductions would "create significant business opportunities".

"You've got businesses around the world saying, 'Give us certainty so we can do what's right for our investors, society at large and the broader environment,"' said Richard Barrington, head of sustainability for Sun Microsystems in the United Kingdom and Ireland, whose boss signed the petition.

"If you look at the risks associated with climate change, they're just as much business risks as they are human risks."

In the three weeks that the business leaders circulated the petition, primarily in the United Kingdom, Europe, the United States and Australia, more than 80 per cent of the giant firms contacted agreed to join in, said petition coordinator Craig Bennett, of the University of Cambridge's Programme for Industry.

Just how drastic the cuts in man-made greenhouse gas emissions -- carbon dioxide is the main one, generated mostly from the use of coal and oil products -- should be left up to science, the business leaders said.

But their communique refers to a recent international report on climate change, which said a 50 per cent cut in emissions by 2050 is needed to prevent catastrophic global warming. Barrington said "that's the minimum order of what we're looking for".

"It's a massive problem for humanity; it's a huge problem for our businesses," Bennett said. "The politicians have got to sit up and do something."

In January, the CEO's of 10 major US companies urged President Bush to support mandatory industrial greenhouse gas emission cuts. The White House is against that policy. Since their January plea, the industry group, the United States Climate Action Partnership, has grown to include 27 of the world's largest firms.

Other companies signing the British-based petition include Nike Inc, Johnson & Johnson, Virgin Group, Barclays PLC, Gap, Nokia, Pacific Gas and Electric, and the Rupert Murdoch-owned News Corp, which runs the conservative Fox News Channel.

"There are voices that you may not normally expect to be heard on this particular issue," Barrington said. "It just shows how concerned we are about the issue."

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/3/story.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10479303 

……………………………………………….

China : Two quakes rattle Taiwan, no reports of damage

Reuters | Thursday, 29 November 2007

Two earthquakes, measuring 5.5 and 4.6 on the Richter scale, rattled Taiwan before dawn today, but there were no reports of casualties or damage, officials said.

The epicentre of the stronger quake, which struck at 5.05am local time was about 27km east of Ilan on the east coast, at a depth of 65km, the Central Weather Bureau said in a statement. It was felt in the capital Taipei.

The second quake hit at 6.09am, about fivekm southeast of Taitung, also on the east coast, at a depth of 26km, the weather bureau said.

Earthquakes occur frequently in Taiwan, which lies on a seismically active stretch of the Pacific basin.

One of Taiwan's worst-recorded quakes occurred in September 1999. Measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale, it killed more than 2,400 people and destroyed or damaged 50,000 buildings.

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/marlboroughexpress/4297061a6423.html
……………………………………………

New Zealand : John Pfahlert: Minister out of whack on importance of gas

Friday November 30, 2007

Climate Change

World business leaders demand action on global warming 

Debating the stupid hand drive 

The Prime Minister's vision of making New Zealand a carbon-neutral society set the stage for the recently released energy strategy and proposals for a carbon emissions trading scheme. Both should be the subject of intense scrutiny.

For example, Energy Minister David Parker's restriction on building new gas- and coal-fired power stations for the next 10 years is a daft decision. What was he thinking? Was he pressured by the Green Party to make this populist concession?

I cannot imagine that officials at the Ministry of Economic Development came up with the idea. Parker clearly didn't want to expose the idea to scrutiny in advance of making the decision, or we would have seen it canvassed in the draft strategy. I look forward to the minister explaining the logic for it.

If he had faith in the emissions trading scheme as a market instrument the best strategy would have allowed the market to determine the optimum mix of electricity generation (type, location) and consumption reflecting real world considerations such as supply, demand, cost-benefit and energy security.

Parker has thrown the gas industry a bone by stating that gas can be used to fire "peaking stations" for electricity generation. He appears to believe gas production can be put on hold or supplied on a drip-feed basis as and when needed for thermal generation.

This is based on a misunderstanding of the nature of the gas industry. Having made an investment, gas explorers need a return on investment, otherwise that investment will cease (in production and maintenance of infrastructure).

The idea that base load plants can be throttled back or kept on standby to act as peaking plants is simply wrong. If gas is to be stored in reserve to power thermal peaking stations this implies that someone will be paying gas producers not to sell their gas, at a significant cost to power prices.

It is apparent from ministerial statements that there are also misconceptions around the extent of gas reserves, which could be influencing Government thinking. The Minister of Energy has said he assumes there is not enough gas, and therefore in the future it will come from liquefied natural gas (LNG).

The current position is that at the very least there is 15 years of proven gas supply. Ministry of Economic Development modelling assumes 35PJ (petajoules) a year through new discoveries. There have been some encouraging discoveries of gas and a good prospect of more.

All of this adds up to a valuable indigenous energy resource which, if used judiciously and in "clean-burning" energy-efficient applications, should play a valuable role in our short- to medium-term energy mix. The gas resource has major strategic significance.

It makes sense to use gas for base load electricity generation to ensure security of supply when lakes are low and the wind isn't blowing. A second issue that deserves greater scrutiny is the emissions trading scheme, where there is no provision for a safety valve in the form of capping the price the Government expects industry to pay to buy emissions permits on the international market. There is significant international uncertainty about the future actions of other countries, the future of any Kyoto agreement post-2012, and the future price of carbon permits.

In such an environment we consider it to be irresponsible for the Government to be a world leader on this issue. We support the New Zealand Institute view that we should be a "fast follower". It is hard to get away from the idea that it is precipitous to act in advance of our trading partners.

There is a huge assumption that New Zealand companies will be able to adjust easily and cheaply to a carbon-constrained world. The figures often quoted by ministers cherry- pick the assumptions which show a low cost to both industry and consumers.

Westpac Bank recently released data which indicated that at expected carbon prices of $50 a ton we could expect electricity prices to increase by 20 per cent between 2008 and 2011. That's more than $10 a week for most homes in New Zealand. The impact on exporting companies may be significant.

No one expects environmental sustainability in the form of addressing climate change to come at zero cost. I just doubt whether the public has actually stopped to consider what the real cost to them of the Government's plans will be.

It is fashionable to support renewable energy and hybrid cars; accept estimates that "peak oil" is around the corner; and to believe that if Al Gore says the sky is falling this must be the case. I'd like to see us have a more meaningful debate on these matters before we adopt a path to the vision that is unsustainable.

* John Pfahlert is executive officer of the Petroleum Exploration and Production Association of New Zealand.

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/story.cfm?c_id=39&objectid=10479126&pnum=0 
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For Many Students, Environment Is a Key Issue
A Project by American University Students

Washington Post 
Thursday, November 29, 2007

If former Vice President Al Gore wanted to know if his message about the dangers of global warming was getting through to the youngest voters in the nation, he might be encouraged by the findings of a survey of college students conducted by American University students. 

About 51 percent of the students surveyed said where a candidate stands on the environment would be very important to their vote. An additional 37 percent said it would be somewhat important to their vote. 

Students said they saw the environment as an issue that directly affected many others.

"All of industry is based on the environment," said Alex Giasson, 22, a senior at Clarkson University in Potsdam, New York. "All our natural resources, food, water, building materials ... all rely on having a strong and self-sustaining environment." 

Giasson added he would be more likely to vote for a candidate if the candidate "took a stronger stand to enact programs to conserve our natural resources."

When asked what issue the country faces today is most important, 8 percent of students surveyed listed the environment or global warming. Kamil Faridi, a senior at Duke University, credited Gore for the increased awareness of environmental issues. 

"I think that environmental issues are really important, and they have gotten a lot of publicity recently, especially global warming due to Al Gore and his movie," he said. "There is a lot of interest in these issues, and I hope there are more policies to reflect this public concern."

Council May Put Voluntary Limits on Plastic Bags


Outright Ban Rejected As Environmental Aid

By Raymond McCaffrey
Washington Post
Thursday, November 29, 2007


Elected officials in Annapolis are pushing a measure to encourage voluntary use of reusable bags by residents and retailers as an alternative to a proposed plastic-bag ban.

The legislation, which will be the subject of a public hearing, was introduced Nov. 19, the same night that a ban on the use of plastic bags by retailers was effectively rejected by the City Council.

"I think it is a much more sensible approach," Alderman David H. Cordle Sr. (R-Ward 5) said.

The latest proposal also establishes an Environmental Review Committee to evaluate whether the city's "policies and procedures foster the use of materials that are compostable, recyclable and reusable."

The proposed ordinance emerged after many elected officials expressed doubt that an outright ban would benefit the environment.

"I think the science has not been properly studied," said Alderman Ross H. Arnett III (D-Ward 8), who sponsored the alternative proposal with Aldermen Richard E. Israel (D-Ward 1) and Sheila M. Finlayson (D-Ward 4).

The original ordinance, proposed by Alderman Samuel Shropshire (D-Ward 7), would have banned the use of plastic grocery bags by supermarkets and other retail establishments. Shropshire, however, was the only one of the council's seven aldermen to support the ban.

Shropshire has accused Mayor Ellen O. Moyer (D) and other council members of sidestepping the need for action. "I didn't kill it," said Shropshire, who vowed to continue to work for the ban.

In a city noted for its maritime heritage, the voluntary alternative could give aldermen a way to do more than merely reject a ban intended to protect the bay.

Under the proposal, the city would issue reusable bags to residents and would then evaluate whether the program was having any effect.

The proposal includes other environmentally friendly steps for the city government to take, such as replacing incandescent light bulbs with fluorescent ones and improving the efficiency of heating systems in government buildings.

When the ban was introduced in July, it drew support from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Sierra Club's Anne Arundel County Group. Proponents said the ban would help reduce the environmental impact of discarded plastic bags, which do not decompose as quickly as paper. Supporters also said the ban was needed because fish, birds and turtles can die from intestinal problems after ingesting plastic bags.

A coalition of local retailers supported the proposal. But supermarket representatives and other opponents said that paper was not necessarily better for the environment and that consumers would have to absorb the higher cost of paper bags.

The Greening of Christmas


From Trees to Lights to Holiday Cards, We All Have More Eco-Choices

By Jura Koncius
Washington Post 
Thursday, November 29, 2007

This holiday season, green is hotter than red.

For the first time, two of the nation's most famous Christmas trees -- Washington's National Christmas Tree on the Ellipse and the tree in New York's Rockefeller Center -- will be illuminated with LED energy-saving lights.

At the White House, all Christmas trees, wreaths and garlands will be shredded after the holidays and recycled as mulch. In the evenings after official events are over, all holiday lights except the Official White House Christmas Tree in the Blue Room will be switched off.

"President and Mrs. Bush are quietly doing a lot to make the White House more green," says Emily A. Lawrimore, White House spokeswoman, producing a two-page list of eco-friendly improvements including compact fluorescent light bulbs, low-flow toilets and green cleaning products. "They have done many things to make the White House as energy efficient as possible."

All this provides a shining example at a time when more and more Americans are taking seriously the environmental implications of their lifestyle and looking to celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah or Kwanzaa in an Earth-friendly way.

"I don't think anyone profits when people go insane with spending on Christmas," says Jim Motavalli, editor of E, the Environmental Magazine. Every December, his family brings out an artificial tree inherited from grandparents and decorates it with vintage 60-year-old Shiny Brite ornaments stored in original boxes. "Reusing and recycling is a good thing," he adds.

That can be hard to keep in mind with all the decorating, card mailing and partying ahead. And all those gifts. If Mother Earth could talk, she'd probably ask that we all just stop shopping so much. Or give copies of Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" DVD wrapped in banana fiber.

It is a commitment. Although easier on the environment, green products -- just like organic food -- are not necessarily easier on the pocketbook, says Pam Danziger, president of the consumer research firm Unity Marketing. Current economic uncertainty, she says, means many consumers will not spend more on a gift merely for the sake of going green. "People cling to their traditions. It's going to take a lot for someone to say, 'Oh, because of global warming, maybe I should not wrap my presents in wrapping paper this year. Maybe I should use newspaper.' "

The first step in reducing Santa's carbon footprint is to get educated, so we've put together advice about alternatives. Another good idea: Check the Web site of your favorite environmental nonprofit group. Many have compiled their own green checklists and will be happy to sell you a gift membership to use as a stocking stuffer. In a stocking made of hemp, of course. 

Trees

A tree is a cherished hallmark of Christmas, but what's the greener choice: fake, real or a living tree with a root ball? Like so many environmental decisions, it's a trade-off. 

With artificial trees, no living tree is destroyed for the sake of a few twinkling weeks, and the tree can be used year after year without replacement. Yet according to the National Christmas Tree Association, 85 percent of artificial trees are made in China of plastics and metals that are not biodegradable. They also have to be shipped long distances. 

Keith Ware is a co-owner of Washington's Eco-Green Living store, which sells such products as reusable grocery bags and recycled rubber-tire floors. He says he has had the same fake tree for six years. "I didn't like paying a lot of money for a real tree and then having to throw it away," says Ware. He says he would replace it if he found an artificial tree made of entirely recycled materials. 

Even at eco-friendly Web sites such as TreeHugger.com, a green-focused media outlet, there isn't a single unassailable answer to which tree choice is greenest, except perhaps having no tree at all -- hardly acceptable to the public at large. TreeHugger's 2007 Holiday Gift Guide says the latest research shows that pesticides are found on some real trees, and the country is lacking a supply of truly organic Christmas trees. 

Ecologically enlightened experts suggest shopping only at local tree farms, where no fuel was used trucking the tree across the country. Ask if pesticides or other chemicals were used at the nursery. 

Real trees, wreaths and garlands are biodegradable and can be chipped into mulch, compost or wood chips after the holidays. Some used Christmas trees have been repurposed to build fences to combat erosion at coastal wetlands, to create nesting structures for great blue herons and to provide cover for animals at wildlife rehabilitation sites. The 84-foot Norway spruce at New York's Rockefeller Center this year will be cut into lumber to be used at Habitat for Humanity building sites. 

Living trees, sold with the root ball attached and meant to be planted after the holidays, are often trumpeted as being the truly green solution. But usually, many of the tree's roots are cut off when it is removed from the ground, making its long-term survival dubious. If you go with this alternative, make sure to choose a variety that will thrive in your climate and won't grow too large. They must be well watered and ideally should not be kept inside the house for more than a week. 

There is a new concept in living trees: container Christmas trees. Louis Nichols of Loudoun Nursery in Purcellville sells container trees grown in a synthetic fabric that releases heat and helps build the root structure of the tree ( http://www.smartpots.com). 

The seedlings he plants will take about 10 years to mature into six- or seven-foot trees. The majority of the roots are contained inside the fabric, with only a few reaching out and drawing nutrients directly from the soil. 

"You tear off only a few roots when one is sold and taken off the lot," Nichols says. The tree can be wrapped in a trash bag indoors or kept in a large planter. Then, after Christmas, plant it in the yard or donate it to a nearby park. 

Jura Koncius

Lights

If you're looking for a green approach to holiday lighting for your tree and outdoor displays, there's no downside to using LEDs (light-emitting diodes) in place of incandescent bulbs. They are sold in a range of colors and styles, remain cool to the touch, can last up to 20 years and are energy-efficient, using 80 percent to 90 percent less energy than regular bulbs. 

Greenhome.com, a five-year-old online store based in San Francisco, says that conventional holiday lights used six hours a day can add $30 a month to electrical bills, while their LED counterparts would cost 50 cents to operate. LED lights were at one time more expensive than incandescent, but now indoor/outdoor LED lights can be purchased from big-box retailers for less than $10 for a 25-light strand. 

A more expensive approach is to choose solar-powered holiday lights A basic strand of 50 lights, from http://www.hammacher.com, costs about $30. These lights have a solar cell and two rechargeable AA batteries. The batteries store enough solar energy to provide nine hours of outdoor light. 

Brenna Maloney
Holiday Cards

More than 2.2 billion Christmas cards will be sent during the December holidays, according to Hallmark, which produced 2,600 card designs for the 2007 season, according to company spokeswoman Linda B. O'Dell. 

And consider this: The use of e-mailed cards of all kinds -- marking birthdays, Mother's Day and other events -- is booming, up 23 percent already this year compared with 2006. That trend is expected to continue through the end of the year, according to Megan Ferington, a spokeswoman for American Greetings, which has three online sources for e-cards. (Hallmark also offers more than 100 styles of holiday e-cards.) 

Sending a computer greeting saves paper, transportation and postage. But if hitting the delete button after reading a card just isn't as heartwarming as propping a paper card on the mantel, there are still Earth-friendly strategies. First, buy only cards made with recycled content. This is getting easier all the time as major card companies use more recycled paper. 

Don't buy vinyl-coated, glittery or fuzzy cards, which can't be recycled. At http://www.greatgreengoods.com, you can find links to cards made with recycled paper and printed with vegetable ink. One is a drawing of a reindeer with an energy-saving bulb on his nose and the message "Rudolph Switches to Compact Fluorescent." 

Another tactic: Resolve to repurpose those pretty paper cards. Save them for the holidays next year, then cut up your favorites and turn them into gift tags. 

If you find yourself increasingly tempted by the eco-sensible ease of sending holiday greetings online, consider the ways you can personalize that approach. One suggestion: Put together a family slide show on a photo-sharing Web site such as http://www.flickr.com or http://www.shutterfly.com instead of printing a photo and mailing it to everyone on your list. 

Manhattan: Council Passes Emissions Bill 

By Anthony DePalma 

NY Times 

November 29, 2007

The City Council passed a greenhouse gas reduction bill yesterday that puts into law the ambitious carbon dioxide emissions goals that were laid out in Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s sweeping sustainability plan last April. The bill, which Mr. Bloomberg supports, requires that heat-trapping gases from city government buildings and vehicles be cut 30 percent from current levels by 2017. Moreover, it requires that carbon emissions from the entire city, including privately owned buildings, be reduced by 30 percent by the year 2030. Transforming the emissions controls from goals into law will ensure that they will be enforced in future administrations, said Councilman James F. Gennaro, chairman of the Environmental Protection Committee.

Parishes in line for coastal money

By The Associated Press

November 29, 2007 

Allocations for 19 coastal Louisiana parishes for each of the next two years for coastal protection and restoraton projects under a plan approved Thursday by the federal government:

Assumption $1.5 million

Calcasieu $2.2 million

Cameron $3 million

Iberia $2.3 million

Jefferson $3.8 million

Lafourche $2.3 million

Livingston $1.7 million

Orleans $3.8 million

Plaquemines $4.6 million

St. Bernard $2.3 million

St. Charles $1.6 million

St. James $1.4 million

St John the Baptist $1.5 million

St. Martin $1.6 million

St. Mary $1.9 million

St. Tammany $2.2 million

Tangipahoa $1.7 million

Terrebonne $3.4 million

Vermilion $2.1 million

Source: U.S. Minerals Management Service

Feds approve plan to use oil royalties for Louisiana coast

By Alan Sayre 

The Associated Press

November 29, 2007 

The federal government has approved Louisiana's plan to use $255 million in oil production royalties to fund coastal protection and restoration over the next two years. 

The U.S. Minerals Management Service, which regulates offshore production of oil and gas and oversees royalties, signed off on the plan Thursday. Louisiana is the first of six eligible states to have its plan approved and to start receiving money.

Over the next two years, the state and 19 coastal parishes will share $127.5 million annually. The state will get $82.9 million a year, while the parishes will receive $44.6 million each year.

MMS director Randall Luthi and Gov. Kathleen Blanco formally signed the agreement at the St. James Boat Club along the Blind River in St. James Parish, a project site in the state's coastal plan.

Louisiana's plan contains 168 coastal projects

"MMS has looked at these projects and is confident that they meet the requirements of the program to further the efforts of Louisiana to restore, enhance and protect its natural coastal resources," Interior Department Secretary Dirk Kempthorne said in a statement issued by his office.

Five other offshore energy producing states Alabama, Alaska, California, Mississippi and Texas also are eligible for the funding. MMS has set July 1 deadline for those states to submit their plans.

U.S. officials want Bali climate conference to produce "roadmap" for more negotiations

H. Josef Hebert 

The Associated Press

November 29, 2007 

U.S. officials intend to push at next week's United Nations climate conference for a framework for further negotiations and said Wednesday they will make no commitment to specific reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

President Bush, meanwhile, sought to deflect criticism that the United States is not doing enough to reduce greenhouse gases as he announced a final Energy Department report that showed U.S. emissions of carbon dioxide, a leading greenhouse gas, declined by 1.5 percent last year while the economy grew.

"Energy security and climate change are two of the important challenges of our time. The United States takes these challenges seriously," Bush said in a statement. "This puts us well ahead of the goal I set in 2002." 

Many environmentalists dismissed the 2006 carbon dioxide reductions when preliminary numbers showing a 1.3 percent decline were released last May, as having little to do with U.S. climate policy. The Energy Department's statistical agency, which developed the numbers, acknowledged the decline was largely the result of a warm winter and cooler than normal summer that reduced demand for fossil fuel in 2006.

Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., chairman of a House committee on global warming, said the White House was taking credit for warmer weather. "Our innately optimistic president has decided that the tiny temporary reduction in emissions from warmer weather validates his policy of doing nothing" to address climate change, Markey said in a statement.

Senior administration officials, briefing several reporters on expectations for the two-week climate conference next week in Bali, Indonesia, said they hope the conference will lead to a "roadmap" for further negotiations in which all countries will address climate change.

"We would like to see a consensus on the launch of negotiations," said Under Secretary of State Paula Dobriansky, who will head the U.S. delegation to Bali.

"We want a framework that is global in nature so that it can be environmentally effective and economically sustainable," said Dobriansky. She said the United States is seeking "concrete and tangible ways" to move toward further negotiations with global participation.

Daniel Price, deputy national security adviser for international economic affairs, said the United States saw the Bali conference as agreeing on a roadmap "and not for countries to state what the end of the negotiations might be."

The 13th Conference of the Parties of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, is to discuss the steps to be taken after 2012 to combat global warming when the 1997 Kyoto mandates expire.

The Bush administration has been adamant in opposing mandatory commitments for greenhouse gas emission reductions by the United States unless the actions do not severely harm the economy and similar commitments are made by developing countries, especially China. China soon is expected to surpass the United States as the world's leading emitter of greenhouse gases, linked to global warming, as it presses ahead with economic expansion and use of fossil energy, especially coal.

James Connaughton, chairman of the president's Council on Environmental Quality, said the goal is for the Bali conference as well as other discussions the Bush administration is supporting to lead to further talks in 2009 on more specific actions to be taken. "We don't expect a decision on those (actions) in Bali," said Connaughton.

The Bali conference comes as Congress is beginning to closely examine legislation that calls for mandatory limits on carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. Many members of Congress both Democrats and Republicans have said it's time to cap U.S. carbon emissions, although lawmakers disagree on how to go about it and how to avoid excessive costs of such limits.

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, who will attend the Bali conference, has scheduled a vote on a global warming bill, requiring emission reductions of 70 percent by mid-century, for next week. She hoped to show that, despite White House opposition to mandatory carbon caps, there is sentiment in Washington for stronger action.

Asked about the legislation, Connaughton said, "We don't speculate on pending legislation."

State could allow building closer to the water on N.C.'s Atlantic coast 

The Associated Press

November 29, 2007 

Towns along the North Carolina coast would be able to build closer to the ocean under a policy shift under consideration by state regulators. 

Critics of the current policy say it keeps a large number of vacant lots empty and hundreds of older houses from being replaced.

Current rules prevent development beyond a certain distance from the first line of vegetation on a beach that is being nourished with pumped sand.

The new rule would allow towns with beach renourishment programs to apply for an exception. To qualify, towns would need both a 30-year beach nourishment plan and a way to pay for it.

The state Coastal Resources Commission is accepting written comments on the proposal. It could vote on the change in January.

Thousands sign petition to press for global warming solutions

The Associated Press 

November 29, 2007 

More than 20,000 New Hampshire residents have signed petitions calling for solutions to global warming that also will create millions of American jobs. 

The Sierra Club petitions call for cuts in carbon emissions by 2 percent a year roughly 80 percent by 2050 as well as for 2 million new jobs in renewable energy and energy efficient industries and trade agreements that enforce workers' rights and environmental standards.

"The idea is to let our elected officials and candidates for office clearly understand that New Hampshire citizens have reached a consensus that global warming is a real threat and we have to start implementing solutions immediately," said Kurt Ehrenberg, Sierra Club field representative in New Hampshire.

The group holds a news conference Thursday in Concord to display the petitions, which were signed around the state during the last several months.

Ehrenberg said club members and volunteers have been talking to local elected officials and the group hopes others in office will take notice.

"There could be a great benefit, economically, if we were to create new American jobs in renewable energy technology," Ehrenberg said.

Bali climate summit: a test of the world's resolve

By Brad Knickerbocker

Christian Science Monitor

November 29, 2007

Next week is seen as crunch time in the fight against global warming. Representatives from some 130 nations will gather in Bali, Indonesia, beginning a two-year effort to agree on a new pact to cut greenhouse-gas emissions - one that goes well beyond the goals of the current Kyoto Protocol.

Though it's a complex task, there is some sense of optimism. 

"There is an unprecedented awareness among the public and leaders now," Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, told the AFP news service. "My information is that some of the delegations who have been obstructionist in the past will be much more cooperative this time," said Mr. Pachauri, citing "developments in Australia" and rising interest in climate change in the US.

Still, no one expects this to be easy.

"The risks inherent in failing to act decisively are simply too great," write William J. Antholis and Todd Stern of the Center for American Progress in The Washington Quarterly. They continue:

"As many as 1-2 bilÂ-lion people will face increased water scarcity; thawing permafrost will destabilize building foundations and other structures; declining crop yields will lead to increased hunger in the dry tropics, including vast regions of Africa; and 20-30 percent of global plant and animal life will face extinction."

Poorer nations are especially vulnerable, the United Nations warned in its 2007 Human Development Report. The Associated Press summarized:

"Floods, droughts and other climate disasters will rob millions of children of the decent meals and schools they need unless rich nations provide $86 billion by 2015 to help the poor adapt to global warming.... Without the money, the panel found, a warmer world 'could stall and then reverse human development' in the countries where 2.6 billion people live on $2 a day or less.' "

"We could be on the verge of seeing human development reverse for the first time in 30 years," Kevin Watkins, lead author of the report, told Reuters. Asked whether the report might be too alarmist, Dr. Watkins, a senior research fellow at Britain's Oxford University, replied: 

"The message for Bali is the world cannot afford to wait. It has less than a decade to change course.... I defy anybody to speak to the victims of droughts and floods, like we did, and challenge our conclusions on the long-term impact of climate disasters."

<P/>

Meanwhile, a new report from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) indicates that the levels of the main greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, continue to increase.

"In 2006, globally averaged concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere reached their highest levels ever recorded," the WMO told Reuters.

Much of the focus at Bali will be on the United States. The Bush administration rejects Kyoto's international mandates for greenhouse-gas reductions in favor of more voluntary, country-specific efforts. According to an analysis piece in the IPS-Inter Press Service:

"The US is considering proposals to build over 150 coal-fired power plants, with a planned investment of $145 billion over the next two decades. The current US strategy on mitigating the impact of climate change is based on reducing greenhouse gas 'intensity,' not the level of emissions, a unilateralist approach that many experts see as deeply flawed."

Over the weekend, President Bush lost a key ally when Australia's Prime Minister John Howard was defeated in his bid for reelection. The New York Times reported that the new prime minister, Labor Party candidate and former diplomat Kevin Rudd, stated "unequivocally" in his victory speech that:

"Australia would ratify the Kyoto Protocol on global warming. That will further isolate the United States, leaving it as the only industrialized country not to have done so."

President Hails 2006 Decline In US Carbon Emissions
The Frontrunner

November 29, 2007 Thursday

The Financial Times (11/29, Ward) reports, "US carbon emissions fell 1.5 per cent last year in spite of solid economic growth, signalling the sharpest improvement in energy efficiency for two decades." President Bush "hailed the reduction as evidence that his technology-focused approach to tackling climate change could work." He "said the figures, released by the Energy Information Administration (EIA), put the US ahead of its goal, set in 2002, to reduce greenhouse gas intensity by 18 per cent by 2012. The findings will support Mr Bush's efforts to shed his reputation for inaction on climate change, ahead of a UN meeting on the issue in Bali, Indonesia, next month."  

US Won't Commit To Emissions Cuts At Bali Meeting.

The AP (11/29, Hebert) reports, "U.S. officials intend to push at next week's United Nations climate conference for a framework for further negotiations and said Wednesday they will make no commitment to specific reductions in greenhouse gas emissions." The AP adds, "Senior administration officials...said they hope the conference will lead to a 'roadmap' for further negotiations in which all countries will address climate change."

The Nation; U.S. marks greenhouse gas decline; 

For the first time since 2001, carbon emissions were less than the year before, the Bush administration reports.

Los Angeles Times

November 29, 2007  

The Bush administration reported a small drop in greenhouse gas emissions for the United States last year, the first decline since 2001, but the emissions still represented a sizable increase over the last decade and a half. 

The gases, including carbon dioxide, are widely blamed for global warming.

The Energy Information Administration said that in 2006 the United States released 1.5% fewer tons than in 2005.

The increase over 1990, which is used as a base year in international deliberations on long-range targets for gas reductions, was 15.1%.

The White House drew attention to the decline on the eve of a meeting in Bali, Indonesia, to launch negotiations on a global treaty to reduce such emissions.

President Bush said in a written statement that, when measured against economic growth, it demonstrated "the largest annual improvement since 1985."

However, the government agency attributed the reduced emissions to several factors -- one of which, "favorable weather conditions," the administration had no hand in creating; and a second, higher energy prices, for which it would not want to claim responsibility.

The energy agency also said the reduction was due to a greater use of nonfossil fuels and natural gas in generating electricity.

The burning of fossil fuels, such as petroleum products and coal, releases carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, creating a layer that traps heat close to the Earth's surface and creates the "greenhouse effect" linked to global warming.

Robert Stavins, director of Harvard University's environmental economics program, said that although any year-to-year decrease is a positive development, long-range targets under consideration call for decreases by 2050 in the range of 50% to 80% compared with 1990.

Those decreases represent the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions that some scientists estimate would be needed to avoid serious consequences of global warming. Philip E. Clapp, president of the National Environmental Trust, said the previous one-year drop in 2001 was the result of a recession.

The decrease in emissions -- the equivalent of 117 million tons of carbon -- reported by the government Wednesday would be sufficient to hit the long-range targets if repeated each year. Emissions in 2005 increased 16.8% over 1990. They have increased 3.2% since the Bush administration took office in 2001.

Stavins said he was "skeptical of making the inference" that the United States could address the challenge posed by climate change "without any government mandates."

In addition to reporting the total tonnage of gases emitted, the Bush administration compared the tons emitted to economic growth.

Using this measure of "greenhouse gas intensity," it reported a reduction of nearly 28% since 1990. That reflects an economy growing at a much faster pace than the gas emissions, but also a shift away from the energy-intensive manufacturing industry.

David Sandalow, an assistant secretary of State specializing in the environment during the Clinton administration, noted that some European nations with economies similar to that of the United States had achieved greater emissions reductions.

Energy panel wants lower gases 

Orlando Sentinel (Florida)

November 29, 2007 

The Florida Energy Commission voted recently to advise the Florida Legislature to set a series of goals to reduce Florida's greenhouse gases by 2050. 

Greenhouse gases, such as carbon emissions from automobiles and coal-burning electric power plants, are thought to contribute to the global climate change, including rising temperatures.

The carbon emissions are called a greenhouse gas because most scientists think the gas traps heat in the Earth's atmosphere like a greenhouse keeps plants warm.

The commission's benchmarks are recommended to start in 2020, when it asked that the state drop its emissions to the 2000 level and to the 1990 level by 2030, and to 80 percent of the 1990 level by 2050.

The FEC's benchmarks begin three years later than the 2017 goal set by Gov. Charlie Crist.

The extra three years are intended to allow more time for the state to move toward alternate energy sources such as nuclear power drawn from other states.

There are no pending permits for new nuclear power plants, which generally take at least 10 years to plan, get permits and build.

Tommy Boroughs, an Orlando attorney and member of the Orlando Utilities Commission, is the chairman of this panel.

Its full recommendations will be presented to Florida lawmakers on or before Dec. 31. 

50 Bay Area species near extinction or declining, 2 leading wildlife organizations say

By Jane Kay, Chronicle Environment Writer

The San Francisco Chronicle (California)

November 29, 2007

Nearly one-third of the nation's bird species are in need of immediate help or they could disappear forever, according to two leading conservation organizations that for the first time have joined to produce a national "watch list" of winged wildlife.

 Of the 217 bird species placed on the list by the National Audubon Society and the American Bird Conservancy, 50 are found in the Bay Area. That includes the California clapper rails nesting above tidal marshes, coastal sooty shearwaters and Western sandpipers that run on sandy beaches. 

Also on the list are Clark's grebes, sanderlings, snowy plovers, black turnstones and rare marbled murrelets. Those species are among the nearly 2,700 birds that have been killed or injured by toxic fuel since a spill in San Francisco Bay three weeks ago.

"These imperiled birds are sending us a message that the environment we share with them is in trouble. When we improve habitat, the birds improve. If we damage habitat, they decline," said John Flicker, president of the 115-year-old National Audubon Society, which advocates for the roughly 700 breeding species found in the United States. 

 "For watch list birds, the clock is ticking. Many will slide into extinction if we don't take action," he said.

Some of the most serious threats to America's birds are the harmful effects of invasive species, such as cowbirds that take over nests; development and agricultural expansion that destroy feeding and breeding territory; and global warming, which raises sea levels and changes ocean conditions, according to bird scientists.

Of the 217 birds on the watch list, 98 are categorized as "red," indicating most at risk of extinction. The other 119 are categorized as "yellow," which means the species is "seriously declining or rare." The watch list was released Wednesday.

California had 73 species on the list and 22 in the red category. All of Hawaii's 39 imperiled species were put in the red category. Of the 50 Bay Area birds on the list, 14 were in the red category.

The list is a synthesis of the known science regarding population size, range, threats and population trends.

The groups that prepared the list want other organizations and government agencies to use it to decide which birds need better protection under the Endangered Species Act. They also want more money for recovery programs and better management of threats within the birds' ranges.

"We need to use every tool at our disposal, from private action to the Endangered Species Act," said George Fenwick, president of the American Bird Conservancy, which was founded to further protect declining bird populations. "The United States is going greener, and birds are nature's best ambassadors for this new environmental ethic."

 Efforts should be made to eradicate invasive species, eliminate the worst pesticides, combat global warming and plan appropriate development, Fenwick said.

Recent measures taken to help birds include California's law that bans the use of lead shot in condor territory. New protections also have been passed to limit the threat that dogs and people pose to snowy plovers that nest on parts of the state's coastline.

Bird watching is a popular pastime in the United States - an estimated 60 million people show an interest in birds, a figure larger than the membership of AARP, according to the American Bird Conservancy. 

Yet since the administration of President Ronald Reagan, the Endangered Species Act has been underfunded, and in recent years government officials have added only a few species to the protection list, said Greg Butcher, Audubon's director of bird conservation.

"San Francisco Bay has many important bird areas. We're encouraging people to go out and improve the habitats that are there. Plant natives, pull out invasive, improve your own backyard," Butcher said. "Even city dwellers share the need for clean air and clean water with birds. It turns out that what's good for birds is also good for people. When birds are out of kilter, nature is out of kilter.

___________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

UN DAILY NEWS

29 November 2007
Ban Ki-moon to participate in next month’s climate change conference in Bali

29 November - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is heading to the Indonesian island of Bali next month, where world leaders will gather for a major conference on climate change, to try to press for a breakthrough in the international negotiations on devising a comprehensive agreement on reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Mr. Ban will take part in the Bali conference from 12 to 14 December, United Nations spokesperson Michele Montas told reporters today, saying he wants to maximize the opportunity provided by the summit to make progress on his signature issue.

“He feels we need a breakthrough in Bali as a critical first step,” she said. “If we are to meet the challenge of global warming, we need a new and comprehensive agreement that all nations can embrace.

“We do not expect world leaders to walk away from the summit with a new global accord to succeed Kyoto,” Ms. Montas added, referring to the internationally agreed Protocol for reducing emissions that is due to expire in 2012. “But the Secretary-General would expect them to agree to an agenda of issues and set a timetable for reaching such an accord.”

During his time in Bali Mr. Ban will hold bilateral meetings with key heads of State and government who are also takingpart in the conference, as well as with major players in the field of climate change.

Ban Ki-moon

UN Daily News

The Bali conference is one stop on a three-nation trip by the Secretary-General that will begin with an official visit to Thailand, where he is scheduled to meet Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont and have an audience with King Bhumibol Adulyadej. 
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**Secretary-General’s Trip

The Secretary-General will participate in the Bali Conference on Climate Change from the 12th to the 14th of December. There, he wants to maximize the prospects for the launch of climate change negotiations.  He feels we need a breakthrough in Bali as a critical first step.  If we are to meet the challenge of global warming, we need a new and comprehensive agreement that all nations can embrace.

We do not expect world leaders to walk away from the Summit with a new global accord to succeed Kyoto.  But the Secretary-General would expect them to agree to an agenda of issues and set a timetable for reaching such an accord before the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

In Bali, the Secretary-General will meet key Heads of State and Government on the margin of the talks, as well as major players in the climate change field.

On his way to Bali, the Secretary-General will stop for an official visit to Thailand, where he will meet with Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont.  An audience with the King of Thailand is also scheduled.  In Bangkok, the Secretary-General will visit the headquarters of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and meet the UN staff working in the region.
==================================================================




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Tree-planting drive hits 1 billion goal ahead of Bali talks (Antara)


UN-backed tree-planting drive hits 1 billion goal (Indian Muslims)


UN-backed tree planting drive hits one billion (Panapress)


UN's 'Billion Trees' campaign a big success (DPA)


More than a billion trees planted in '07 (AFP)


La norma fue ampliamente reclamada por entidades ambientalistas (El Litoral)


'El Bosque de los Árboles de Navidad’ (esmas - Mexico,D.F.,Mexico )


Global Partnerships Critical in Curbing Climate Change (All Africa)


Ambassador Presents Credentials to UNEP Executive Director (All Africa)


U.N. hails success of billion-tree planting program (Grist.com)


Sweden, UNEP to assist developing countries phase out HCFCs (Angola Press)


Arab business leaders vow to preserve ecology (Khaleej Times)
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Washington Post - For Many Students, Environment Is a Key Issue


Washington Post - Council May Put Voluntary Limits on Plastic Bags


Washington Post - The Greening of Christmas


NY Times - Manhattan: Council Passes Emissions Bill


Associated Press - Parishes in line for coastal money


Associated Press - Feds approve plan to use oil royalties for Louisiana coast


Associated Press - U.S. officials want Bali climate conference to produce "roadmap" for more negotiations


Associated Press - State could allow building closer to the water on N.C.'s Atlantic coast


Associated Press - Thousands sign petition to press for global warming solutions


Associated Press - State could allow building closer to the water on N.C.'s Atlantic coast


Christian Science Monitor - Bali climate summit: a test of the world's resolve


Associated Press - State could allow building closer to the water on N.C.'s Atlantic coast


Associated Press - Thousands sign petition to press for global warming solutions


Frontrunner - President Hails 2006 Decline In US Carbon Emissions


Los Angeles Times - The Nation; U.S. marks greenhouse gas decline;


Orlando Sentinel - Energy panel wants lower gases 


San Francisco Chronicle - 50 Bay Area species near extinction or declining, 2 leading wildlife organizations say
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