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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 9 November  2007


Other Environment News
· California, other states sue U.S. on car emissions (Reuters)
· Emissions de CO2 : une plainte de la Californie met Washington dos au mur (Le monde)
· California Sues EPA For Delaying Global Warming Waiver (ENS)
· How green is your heart, asks Brown. (The Age)
· Vedanta faces more protests over environment (Telegraph)
· Hungary's president calls for strong, UN-based environmental authority (AP)
· Shipping Fuel Fumes Contribute to Deaths (AP)
· Coast Guard asks public to report oil damage to environment (AP)
· Holy pollution, Batman! Director denies filthy water forced cuts (AFP)
· Dark Knight fails to light up Hong Kong (Guardian)
· Conviction served with fudge as environment foes spin to win (Sydney Morning Herald)
· Coalition, Labor clash on climate change (ABC)
· First Solar: The Google of Green Tech? (Utility Belt)
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· RONA
Other UN News

· Environment News from the UN Daily News of  8 November 2007
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  8 November 2007 (none)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
AFP: UNEP aims to generate power in African sugar and tea farmlands

(Also appears in Africa Asia)

09/11/2007 00:01 NAIROBI, Nov 8 (AFP)

The UN Environment Programme on Thursday launched two projects to generate small-scale electric power from wastes in the tea and sugar plantations in eastern and southern Africa.

The 100-million-dollar projects, funded by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), are expected to benefit 18 million farmers in some 11 countries.

The tea and sugar projects aim to generate 10 and 82 megawatts respectively in their initial phases with ambitions to increase production, the Nairobi-based UNEP said in a statement.

"These two new UNEP-led projects showcase the multiple benefits sustainable development can have for rural areas, offering social, economic and environmental benefits that help locally and globally," GEF chief Monique Barbut said in the statement.

Some 40 percent of electricity needs in the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius are met by waste by-products from the sugar industry.

"By relying on low-cost, renewable indigenous fuels such as sugar byproducts and offcuts from the timber industry, these cogeneration units will cut greenhouse gas emissions and reduce energy costs for the region's agro-processing and forest industries," the statement said.

________________________________________________________________________

All Africa: UN Environment Agency Announces New Projects to Boost Clean Energy

UN News Service (New York)

8 November 2007

Posted to the web 8 November 2007

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced the launch of a pair of projects worth some $100 million in the tea and sugar industries designed to boost the use of clean energy and stimulate development in Africa.

Both projects aim to develop new forms of local energy generation to help rural areas overcome poverty, cut dependency on imported and expensive fossil fuels, and contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, UNEP said in a news release.

The tea initiative, which will deliver small-scale hydro-electric power to plantations across East Africa, is expected to reach over 8 million people in the tea industry. Burundi, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia are among the countries which have already endorsed the initiative.

"Tea is known to be good for you; now it is also getting better for the environment," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

He also hailed the decision by some countries in East Africa to establish power purchase agreements, which are contracts that allow unconventional generators of electricity to sell surplus power back to the grid, saying it "has opened up a raft of new opportunities for cleaner and renewable energy generation."

In a separate but related initiative, a project funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) will help farmers use waste from the sugar industry to generate electricity - a move UNEP said will fuel sustainable economic growth.

The project aims to reach approximately 10 million sugar farmers and their dependants in Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda and Tanzania.

The sugar initiative builds on the successes achieved in Mauritius, where up to 40 per cent of the country's electricity needs are met by waste by-products from the sugar industry, UNEP said.

________________________________________________________________________

KBC: Project expected to add 120megawatts to the national grid
Written By:VPPS   , Posted: Thu, Nov 08, 2007
An ambitious project through which tea and sugar companies will use local materials to generate alternative sources of energy was inaugurated on Thursday.

The project, which is a joint effort between the government, European Union, UNEP and other development partners, was launched at UNEP's headquarters, Gigiri by Vice President Moody Awori who represented President Mwai Kibaki.

It involves the utilization of by-products of sugar as well as micro-hydroelectricity generation projects and targets to transform the lives of millions of Kenyans.

Once operational, the project is expected to add 120megawatts to the national grid besides supplying the factories with adequate operation power.

The President, in a speech read on his behalf by Awori, welcomed the project noting that with the rising cost of oil in the world market, there was need to develop alternative sources of energy.

He cited geothermal, solar, wind and sugar bagane-based co-generation, which he noted, is easily achievable in the continent.

President Kibaki said the high cost of oil has raised the production costs of agriculture thus adversely lowering the farmer incomes and reducing the global competitiveness of market for the products.

He added that the projects will go a long way in addressing the energy needs in both industries, while diversifying power supply in the region and reducing the green house gas emissions.

The President noted that tea and sugar companies have continued to contribute to the economy of the country and other Eastern and Southern African countries over the last 30 years.

" In Kenya and Burundi for instance, tea accounts for about 20% of total national exports while sugar contributes significant proportions of the export earning for countries such as Swaziland and Mauritius", the President observed, adding that the tea industry impacted on the lives of about 3million people and provided employment to 800,000 people in Kenya.

The President said that in Africa, since less that 10% of rural populations had access to electricity, the installation of the small hydropower and cogeneration facilities would address the need.

President Kibaki expressed optimism at the success of the project noting that already six factories in Kenya had indicated willingness to adopt the new technology.

He called on financial institutions and governments in the region to support initiatives towards renewable energy projects.

The President particularly urged the governments to develop the necessary policy and regulatory frameworks toll facilitate investments in renewable energy developments.

The Head of European Union (EU) Delegation to Kenya Mr. Eric Van Linden assured that EU will continue her partnership with African governments.

He disclosed that EU would fund 75 such projects in Africa six of them in Kenya as one way of poverty alleviation initiative in Africa.

Among those present were Minister of Natural Resources and Energy of Swaziland, Ms Dumsile Sukati, Minister of State for Energy of Uganda, Mr. Simon D'ujanga, Assistant Minister for Agriculture, Patrick Muiruri and Diplomats.
________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latina: UNEP: New Projects to Generate Energy

United Nations, Nov 8 (Prensa Latina) The UN Environment Program announced new projects Thursday for the industries of tea and sugar, designed to use clean energy and boost development in Africa.

Both initiatives, valued at 100 million dollars, are aimed at developing new forms of generation of local energy.

According to UNEP sources, this would bring rural regions out of poverty, eliminating the dependency on expensive and imported oil, and would contribute to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The project for the tea industry, which would offer energy through small hydroelectric to plantations of eastern Africa, could benefit eight million people in Burundi, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia.

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner expressed that tea, commonly accepted as good for people's health, now will also improve the environment.

Another initiative will help to use the wastes of the sugar industry to generate electricity, which UNEP experts consider will cause a sustainable economic growth.

That project will benefit 10 million sugar farmers and their families in Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda and Tanzania.
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________________________________________________________________________

DPA: Clean energy projects set for African tea and sugar industries
(Also appears in Monster and Critics)

Nov 8, 2007, 14:46 GMT

Nairobi - The United Nations announced two projects Thursday meant to make tea and sugar industries in Africa environmentally friendly by introducing small-scale energy appliances that would allow farmers in seven African countries to access clean power.

Using hydropower plants in tea plantations and turning the waste produced by sugar cane into power, the UN's Environment Programme (UNEP) said the new projects will help reduce greenhouse gasses while spreading clean energy to rural areas in East and Southern Africa.

'Tea is known to be good for you, now it is also getting better for the environment,' UNEP's executive director Achim Steiner said in a statement.

Based on the success of the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius, which meets close to 40 per cent of its electricity needs through what is called cogeneration, UNEP said sugar cane plantations in countries from Kenya to Malawi have the potential to reuse their waste.

'Seven million Kenyans are directly or indirectly impacted by the sugar sector. If we provide electricity and it's a more reliable supply we can transform nearly a third of this country's population,' said Stephen Karekezi, the head of AFREPREN, a local energy research group supporting the projects.

Some 8 million tea farmers could benefit from the greening initiative, which would see the African Development Bank provide loans to small-scale farmers to purchase hydropower plants or in the case of sugarcane, the hardware to turn the waste into energy.

UNEP said the payback time for the loans would be up to seven years, during which farmers could sell the surplus energy they produce to the surrounding community, at a cheaper price and more stable service than grid power.

The idea is being piloted in Kenya and Uganda and supporters say they hope curious farmers will be inspired to acquire their own clean energy plant.

Most Africans make a living off small-scale farming yet live in rural areas usually not connected to the grid or else constantly facing power shortages.

Africa is the least responsible for the effects of climate change but is least prepared to deal with what could be its devastating consequences.

The new projects, set to cost 100 million dollars, come ahead of the UN's meeting on climate change in Bali, Indonesia, in December, where environment ministers from around the world are set to begin negotiations on a post-Kyoto emissions reduction plan.

________________________________________________________________________

East African Standard: Kenya: Sh6.7 Billion Electricity Projects Launched

9 November 2007

Wandera Ojanji

Nairobi

The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has launched two projects to help the tea and sugar industries generate electricity.

The Small Hydro for Greening Tea Industry in East Africa project will see the tea sector produce 10mw from small-scale hydro projects. This would later increase to 82mw.

And through the co-generation for Africa project, sugar factories are expected to initially generate 60mw. Production would then be upgraded to generate 200mw.

Welcoming the Sh6.7 billion initiative on Thursday, President Kibaki acknowledged the high cost of energy in the sugar and tea production.

"Small hydro-electricity generation will reduce the tea industries' energy cost, enhance global competitiveness and increased revenues," he said.

In a speech read on his behalf by Vice-President, Mr Moody Awori, the President noted that the local sugar industry had the potential to generate up to 190mw of electricity from baggasse.

"The rising cost of oil in the world market is a threat, not only to tea and sugar business, but also to the economies of the region. Apart from raising production costs, this increase translates into lower income for farmers," said Kibaki.

Six sugar factories have indicated willingness to venture into co-generation for their own use and export to national grid.

Global Environmental Facility is financing the projects through the African Development Bank and other partners, including East African Tea Trade Association and Energy, Environment and Development Network for Africa.

The projects are expected to reduce greenhouse gas emission, which has been blamed for global warming.

"They will also enhance the competitiveness of the region's farm and forestry products, boost investment and set the stage for rural electrification," said Unep.

________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Third of Africa coastline at risk from climate change: UN

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Around a third of Africa's existing coastline could be swallowed up by rising water levels brought on by global warming, the United Nations' top environment official said on Thursday.

Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN's Environmental Programme, told reporters at a press conference that the impact of climate change was already clearly in evidence and would become more serious in the coming years.

"By some projections, global warming could affect up to one third of Africa's coastal infrastructure by the end of this century," Steiner said at a press conference in Johannesburg.

"We know that we are on the course of having sea-levels rising from 20 (7.8 inches) to 60 centimetres (23.6 inches) in this century," he said adding that "port facilities, refineries will be affected."

The continent is already experiencing "major coastal erosion", calcification of shellfish under the increasing heat and dramatic shifts in currents as new climactic phenomena appear.

"Africa is in the midst of an accelerating process of depleting its natural capital, and that natural capital sustains many parts of Africa's economies, whether it is in agriculture, in fisheries, in tourism," said Steiner.

The worst affected by this process are rural communities which are poor and vulnerable and tend to depend more on these natural resources.

According to Steiner, Africa has long considered its natural resources to be inexhaustible, pushing back environmental questions while devoting itself to issues seen as more immediate.

"Politics is just beginning to catch up. African nations are realising that they are losing economic development opportunities by allowing their coast and marine resource-base to continue to be degraded."

Steiner said regional collaboration was necessary to deal with environmental threats.

"The environment, especially the marine and coastal environment, will need a pan-African response."

Steiner praised two conventions, signed in Abidjan and Nairobi, for the co-operation in protecting and developing the maritime and coastal environment, and called for them to be reinforced.

He was speaking at the end of a conference attended by 200 delegates from countries who are signatories to the conventions.

________________________________________________________________________
SABC: UN urges Africa to protect its natural resources
November 08, 2007, 21:15

United Nations Environmental Programme executive director Achim Steiner says Africa is in the midst of depleting its natural resources, which sustain many parts of Africa's economies.

He was addressing the media at the closure of the Abidjan and Nairobi Marine and Coastal Management conference in Johannesburg.

Steiner says Africa needs to invest more in its environment in order to have a sustainable tourism industry.

“Time and again we have to turn back to the fact that the very resource that is sustaining those sectors is being degraded and ultimately will no longer be available to sustain those economic factors. And even as economic growth rates accelerate on the continent of Africa, what we are seeing is that in the industrialised sectors, the tourism industry - which is driving some of the higher economic growth rates - the returns that are being yielded are not being reinvested in maintaining the productivity of that very resource base,” says Steiner.

______________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Rising seas threaten Africa's coastline -UN body
Thu 8 Nov 2007, 17:08 GMT

By Bate Felix

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Africa's coastal infrastructure faces increasing danger of erosion from rising sea levels caused by climate change, the head of the U.N. Environment Programme said on Thursday.

Achim Steiner, executive director of UNEP, told a news conference that port facilities, refineries and expensive private properties were already degrading as a result of global warming.

"By some projections of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change), global warming could affect one-third of Africa's coastal infrastructure by the end of this century because we know that we are on a course of having sea levels rising between 20 and 60 centimetres this century," Steiner said.

He said the effects of global warming, such as melting glaciers, had been brought into focus by the IPCC, an associate body of the United Nations which evaluates climate change risks caused by human activities.

Scientists have said Africa will suffer most if the world fails to halt global warming, with parts of the poverty-stricken continent becoming uncultivable or uninhabitable.

In September, the British government's chief scientific adviser, David King, said climate change, if unchecked, would lead to worsening drought in Africa and flooding along much of its coast.

King said an additional 70 million Africans could be at risk of hunger by the 2080s as a result of global warming.

Steiner said the U.N. body would press for a low-carbon economy at a climate convention meeting to be held in Bali, Indonesia, next month.

UNEP co-hosted a conference in South Africa this week on the protection and development of the marine and coastal environment of sub-Saharan Africa.

Steiner said Africa at present was unable to monitor the effects of global warming on its own resources.

"Africa does not know what is happening in its environment. Many of the cities in Africa do not even have pollution measurement instruments or programmes," Steiner said.

"The World Metrological Organisation has established that Africa has one-eighth of the minimum critical infrastructure that is needed to even monitor meteorological developments." (Editing by Andrew Dobbie)

______________________________________________________________________

Le monde : La montée des océans menace les côtes africaines, selon le PNUE

08.11.07 | 22h04

JOHANNESBURG (Reuters) - Les infrastructures côtières d'Afrique sont de plus en plus menacées par l'érosion à mesure que le réchauffement climatique fait s'élever le niveau des mers, a averti jeudi Achim Steiner, directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE).

Des installations portuaires, des raffineries ainsi que de coûteuses propriétés privées souffraient déjà de ce phénomène, a-t-il souligné.

"Selon certaines projections du Giec (Groupe intergouvernemental d'experts sur l'évolution du climat), le réchauffement climatique pourrait affecter le tiers des infrastructures côtières africaines avant la fin du siècle puisque, nous le savons, le niveau des mers va augmenter de 20 à 60 centimètres durant cette période", a déclaré Steiner.

Selon certains scientifiques, l'Afrique est le continent qui pâtirait le plus d'un réchauffement climatique incontrôlé, certaines régions pouvant devenir stériles ou inhabitables.

En septembre, David King, principal conseiller scientifique du gouvernement britannique, avait estimé que le réchauffement risquait d'aggraver la sécheresse en Afrique et les inondations sur les côtes, ajoutant que 70 millions d'Africains supplémentaires risqueraient d'être exposés aux famines.

Selon Steiner, l'Afrique n'est pour l'heure pas à même de surveiller les effets du réchauffement sur ses ressources.

"L'Afrique ne sait pas ce qui se passe dans son environnement. De nombreuses villes africaines n'ont pas d'instruments ou de programmes de mesures", a-t-il déploré.

"L'Organisation météorologique mondiale a montré que l'Afrique disposait d'un huitième des équipements minimum nécessaires au simple suivi des développements météorologiques."

______________________________________________________________________

Media News wire: Secretary-General Appoints Angela Cropper of Trinidad and Tobago as Deputy Executive Director for United Nations Environment Programme
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed Angela Cropper of Trinidad and Tobago as Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Ms. Cropper is currently an independent member of the Senate in the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago and President of The Cropper Foundation, a not-for-profit charitable organization committed to sustainable development.

(Media-Newswire.com) - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed Angela Cropper of Trinidad and Tobago as Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme ( UNEP ).

Ms. Cropper is currently an independent member of the Senate in the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago and President of The Cropper Foundation, a not-for-profit charitable organization committed to sustainable development.

She has also held senior positions with the Caribbean Community and Common Market Secretariat ( CARICOM ) and the World Conservation Union ( IUCN ), followed by positions as interim Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity and as Senior Adviser on Environment and Development with the United Nations Development Programme ( UNDP ).

Ms. Cropper played a key role in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and led two sub-global assessments on the Northern Range in Trinidad and the Caribbean Sea.  She has also received a number of environmental awards in recognition of her achievements in that field.

She is currently serving on a number of international advisory boards, including the CARICOM Task Force on Functional Cooperation, the Council of the United Nations University, the European Union High-Level Panel on Sustainability, the Board of Trustees of the Stockholm Environment Institute and the External Advisory Group to the World Bank on the implementation of its forest strategy.  She has also been a Visiting Distinguished Fellow with the Woods Hole Research Center and a Visiting Distinguished Fellow and McClusky Fellow with the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies.

Ms. Cropper has a degree in development economics and international law from Trinidad and Tobago, and Barbados, respectively.

_______________________________________________________________________

Trinidad & Tobago Newsday: Cropper lands top UN post

Thursday, November 8 2007

Independent Senator in the last Parliament, Angela Cropper was yesterday named the Assistant Secretary General and Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The announcement was made by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon.

Cropper, the president of The Cropper Foundation, a non-profit charitable organisation committed to sustainable development, will take up her duties in February next year.

A release from the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) said: “Cropper has been an inspiration for activities in public policy, environmental education and policy making, and social justice within TT and throughout the region.”

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director, underscored Cropper’s list of achievements including holding senior positions in a wide range of national and international institutions as well as numerous boards, trusts, committees and global assessments within and outside the UN.

Steiner said the post of Deputy Executive Director was a key leadership and managerial appointment in the UNEP.

Cropper will succeed Shafqat Kakakhel, who steps down after nine years of service.

Yesterday, Cropper said the post will be “a great challenge.”

She has worked with UNEP (1993-1995) as its first Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biodiversity. She was based in Geneva. Cropper said she gave very serious consideration to accepting the post. Her decision was informed by the appointment of a new UNEP Executive Director and “new senior competent staff” with whom she has worked before. Cropper also noted the reform of the UN system. “These developments make it seem that environment and development issues will be given far more serious attention it deserves,” she said.

_______________________________________________________________________

Business Standard: Trade and environment can go together provided all share the responsibility.

Anil K Kanungo / New Delhi November 09, 2007

What is not adequately addressed at the WTO negotiations and various fora, whereas its gravity is well-recognised, is the issue of open trade and the protection of environment. Like most contentious issues — agriculture and NAMA — negotiations on trade and environment are moving nowhere. Yet, they are of special significance as they are likely to set in motion the direction for future negotiations at the WTO.

Today environmental trade is on the rise. The world realises that environment contributes to the growth of trade in a substantial manner. In fact, the logic or justification behind the promotion of environmental trade was that it would benefit developing countries and LDCs in establishing environmental infrastructural facilities in their own country and also, since some of them have the expertise and technical know- how, would be in a position to provide environmental services to other countries.

Currently, environmental services where developing countries have capabilities are not registering much growth because a clear-cut classification of services has not been worked out. Countries are unable to send their request and offer as the services trade is conducted through different modes by following ‘request and offer’ provisions. They are not sure under which mode these services are to be provided. Though developing countries like India are strongly advocating that it should be dealt with modes 3 and 4 given the need for setting up environmental infrastructural facilities and the professional skills required to provide such highly specialised services in different parts of the world, developed countries, on the other hand, are keen to conduct it on mode 1 through which they can only provide or sell those equipments. This in no way addresses the important issue of technology transfer which is crucial for developing countries’ needs and, more importantly, has been an original mandate of the issue of trade and environment when it was introduced at the WTO negotiations.

Voices are being raised to put an end to or reduce transactions of environmental trade to a level where the protection of environment is utterly secured. In this regard, many international organisations have expressed that they owe a shared responsibility towards environmental protection.

The WTO is one such organisation whose responsibility was adequately discussed at the Doha Ministerial in 2001 when, for the first time, it brought the issue of trade and environment into a sharp focus in the negotiations. As the WTO fully understands that the importance of environmental trade is a necessary condition for sustainable development, it works out different ways and means of negotiating with different organisations and members to help achieve that end. Committees on Trade & Environment and Trade & Development are currently engaged with UNEP and other developed and developing countries in terms of establishing synergy between existing WTO rules and specific trade obligations set out in Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), and reducing or eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers for advancing the cause of trade liberalisation in environmental trade without harming the environment.

While the WTO can contribute to environmental protection by removing environmentally harmful trade restrictions and distortions, it cannot ensure environmental protection. Its mandate is to promote an open, equitable and non-discriminatory trading system, whereas UNEP is the international body responsible for environmental protection. International organisations argue that the protection of environment cannot be left to them as individual countries have a larger responsibility to share. After all, they are at the forefront of designing policies which should simultaneously promote trade and protect their environment.

Balancing environmental and economic policies can be a challenge for governments. It is also true that in the absence of proper environmental protection policies, trade will exacerbate existing environmental problems. In limited circumstances, trade can itself be the cause of environmental problems. But environmental policy-making is the responsibility of individual governments. During the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, it was made loud and clear that governments must act to protect their domestic environment and work in unison to address environmental problems of an international character.

While it is argued that trade can bring some negative impact on the environment, it is also believed that trade represents a far more efficient allocation and usage of resources than would exist in a world where protectionist policies prevail and are encouraged. Imagine a country producing all goods and services only for its own consumption without participating in international trade.

If trade and environment can reinforce each other to attain sustainable development, the collective responsibility of the WTO, UNEP and individual governments of balancing environmental and economic policies for protecting the environment becomes the top priority.

The author is with Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, New Delhi

==================================================================

Other Environment News
Reuters: California, other states sue U.S. on car emissions
Thu Nov 8, 2007 6:33pm EST

By Adam Tanner

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - California sued the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday, demanding a quick federal decision that would allow the nation's most populous state to limit greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles.

"California is ready to implement the nation's cleanest standards for vehicle emissions, but we cannot do that until the federal government grants a waiver allowing us to enforce those standards," Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said.

The long-threatened legal action follows a 2005 California law requiring new vehicles to meet tighter standards for emissions, starting with 2009 models introduced next year.

California needs a waiver from the federal government because it is seeking to impose stricter standards than those imposed under federal law. The legal filing asks the court to force a EPA decision on the matter.

If the EPA denies the waiver, "we sue again, and sue again, and sue again until we get it," Schwarzenegger told reporters.

The federal agency "has unreasonably delayed action on the requested waiver," according to the lawsuit filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

"Automotive emissions of greenhouse gases are increasing more rapidly than any other source," the lawsuit said. "The longer the delay in reducing these emissions, the more costly and harmful will be the impact on California."

EPA spokeswoman Jennifer Wood said her agency plans to make a decision by the end of December.

"We're less than two months away and clearly California is more interested in getting a good headline than in giving us the time to make a good decision," she said.

Sixteen other states have either adopted or are considering similar emissions rules, and many joined the lawsuit.

"We are filling the void left by the Bush Administration's refusal to protect the environment," New York Attorney General Andrew Cuomo said in a statement.

"If the federal government won't lead on this critical issue, it should get out of the way of states like New York that are moving forward with sensible steps to address the climate crisis."

U.S. automakers are fighting California's environmental plans in the courts. In a separate case, a U.S. federal judge threw out a California lawsuit in September that sought to hold vehicle manufacturers responsible for damages caused by climate-changing greenhouse gases.

Last year, California passed a law calling for the most far-reaching greenhouse gas emissions reductions in the United States, saying it would cut global warming gases to 1990 levels by 2020 -- or by 25 percent from current levels.

(Additional reporting by Deborah Zabarenko; editing by Todd Eastham)
______________________________________________________________________

Le monde : Emissions de CO2 : une plainte de la Californie met Washington dos au mur

La Californie a déposé plainte, jeudi 8 novembre, contre le gouvernement fédéral américain, pour forcer Washington a décider si oui ou non l'Etat de la Côte ouest est en droit d'imposer aux fabricants automobiles une régulation stricte des émissions de gaz polluants des véhicules.

Si l'initiative devait aboutir, la Californie deviendrait le premier Etat américain à prendre ce genre de mesure contraignante, que redoutent les constructeurs américains. Plus d'une douzaine d'autres Etats pourraient emboîter le pas si la Californie obtenait le feu vert de la loi fédérale.

Un porte-parole du procureur général d'un de ces Etats, le New Jersey, déclare : "Il est temps que l'EPA [l'Agence fédérale pour la protection de l'environnement] se décide à agir ou à dégager le chemin." La plainte de l'Etat de Californie vise spécifiquement l'EPA. Elle était attendue, puisque le gouverneur républicain de Californie, Arnold Schwarzenegger, avait annoncé au printemps son intention de déposer plainte.

17 ÉTATS EN PASSE D'IMPOSER DES CONTRAINTES SUR LES VÉHICULES

Depuis décembre 2005, la Californie réclame un amendement à la loi fédérale sur l'air propre, afin que celle-ci intègre un texte légal californien instituant une régulation des émissions de gaz à effet de serre des voitures et des camions légers. Onze autres Etats ont adopté des dispositions similaires visant à lutter contre le réchauffement du climat, et cinq autres envisagent d'en faire autant.
______________________________________________________________________

ENS: California Sues EPA For Delaying Global Warming Waiver
SACRAMENTO, California, November 8, 2007 (ENS) - California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and Attorney General Edmund G. Brown Jr. today sued the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to force the agency to take action on California's request to limit greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles.

Filed today in Washington, the precedent setting lawsuit charges the federal agency with an unreasonable delay in reaching a decision on a California law known as the Pavley bill, which mandates a 30 percent reduction in motor vehicle emissions by 2016, starting with model year 2009.

"California has a long and proud history of leadership in reducing pollution and fighting for clean air for our residents. And we are upholding that tradition today by filing a lawsuit against the federal government that takes a big step forward in the battle against global warming," Governor Schwarzenegger told a news conference at the state capitol.

From left: Attorney General Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announce their lawsuit against the U.S. EPA. (Photo courtesy Office of the Governor)

"California is ready to implement the nation's cleanest standards for vehicle emissions, but we cannot do that until the federal government grants a waiver allowing us to enforce those standards," he said.

"Despite the mounting dangers of global warming, the EPA has delayed and ignored California's right to impose stricter environmental standards," said Brown. "We have waited two years and the Supreme Court has ruled in our favor. What is the EPA waiting for?"

Under the Clean Air Act pased in 1963, California can adopt environmental standards that are stricter than federal rules, if the state obtains a waiver from the U.S. EPA.

Congress allowed California to impose stricter laws in recognition of the state's "compelling and extraordinary conditions."

After a California waiver request is granted, other states are permitted to adopt the same rules. Later today, 14 other states are expected to support California as interveners in the lawsuit.

In the Act's 40 year history, the EPA has granted 50 waivers for innovations like catalytic converters, exhaust emission standards, and leaded gasoline regulations.

In 2002, California passed AB 1493, the Pavley bill, named for author then State Senator Fran Pavley. Forced out of office because of the state's term limits law, Pavley is a senior fellow at the Natural Resources Defense Council in Santa Monica. She is running again for a seat in the California Senate in the 2008 election.

In December 2005, the California Air Resources Board applied for a waiver to implement the law. Governor Schwarzenegger wrote to the EPA in April 2006 and in October 2006, requesting action on California's application.

Sixteen other states - Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, Washington - have adopted, or are in the process of adopting, California's emissions standards.

The EPA has said it needs more time to review the facts. The state claims the federal agency has had plenty of time. The California Air Resources Board submitted a detailed 251 page assessment in 2005 and the U.S. Supreme Court in April issued a decision that greenhouse gases are pollutants.

In September, a Vermont District Court ruled in favor of the state regulations, rejecting a challenge from the automobile lobby.

There are 32 million registered vehicles in California, twice the number of any other state. Cars generate 20 percent of all human-made carbon dioxide emissions in the United States, and at least 30 percent of such emissions in California.

If California's landmark global warming law - and the corresponding 30 percent improvement in emissions standards - were adopted nationally, the United States could cut annual oil imports by $100 billion dollars, at $50 per barrel, the state has said. Today's oil prices are much higher, fluctuating between $95 and $98 per barrel.

Last year, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed the Global Warming Solutions Act, AB 32, which sets a goal to cut California greenhouse gas emissions back to 1990 levels by 2020. To meet this target, state officials say California must reduce emissions by 174 million metric tons. If California's motor vehicle emissions law is implemented, it will account for 17 percent of this reduction target.

Climate research shows that global warming is having a profound effect on California's temperature, weather, air quality, and mountain snowfall. Last year Southern California experienced its driest year since recordkeeping began 130 years ago.

California Senator Barbara Boxer said today, "It saddens me that California has to take the federal government to court to protect our citizens from global warming, but I am with my state every step of the way. It is past time for the Bush Administration to get out of the way so California can continue its efforts to combat global warming."

________________________________________________________________________
The Age: How green is your heart, asks Brown.

November 8, 2007 - 4:53PM

Excluded from today's nationally televised climate debate, Greens leader Bob Brown launched a TV advertisement reminding the electorate a vote for either the Coalition or Labor was a vote for the Gunns pulp mill in Tasmania's Tamar Valley.

Senator Brown said both Mr Turnbull and Mr Garrett were opposed to the $1.7 billion mill but had been steamrolled by party leaders. They should be true to their hearts, he said.

"My advice to them is to stand up - this is to Malcolm Turnbull as well as Peter Garrett - on the pulp mill," he told reporters in Canberra.

"Neither of them want the pulp mill, both of them are opposed to it. But they are being sat on by their respective leaders.

"Mr Howard sat on Malcolm Turnbull, Mr Rudd sat on Peter Garrett, and Gunns got its way."

Mr Turnbull reportedly failed to convince federal cabinet to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.

His Labor counterpart is a former rock singer who headed the Australian Conservation Foundation.

Senator Brown urged both men to be guided by their hearts or risk putting Australia's future in danger.

"My advice to both of them is speak from your heart, and remember, what happens and the decisions we make now manifestly affect a planet which is facing cataclysmic climate change," he said.

A survey of nine key marginal electorates in Queensland, NSW and South Australia, commissioned by the Climate Institute, indicated a majority of those surveyed were willing to pay extra for power from renewable energy sources.

More than a third of the 877 people quizzed said they were prepared to pay $10 a month extra.

Senator Brown said people should not have to pay more for clean energy and challenged both parties to match the Greens' proposal to insulate and fit a solar hot water service in every Australian home.

The Coalition has set a renewable energy target of 15 per cent by 2020, while Labor wants 20 per cent of energy to come from clean sources.

Senator Brown slammed both parties for failing to set short-term emissions targets. "They are saying to the Australian voters, 'trust us, we will tell you after the election'.

"That's not just trickery, that's a failure of responsibility on this crucial issue of climate change."

He also criticised the major parties' support for uranium exports to Russia and China.

"Both parties want to export uranium into China, which has rockets which can now reach Sydney and Melbourne," Senator Brown said.

"Both parties want to export uranium to Putin's Russia, for goodness sake, which is supplying Iran and potentially Burma, with nuclear technology."
______________________________________________________________________

Telegraph: Vedanta faces more protests over environment

By Peter Foster in New Delhi

This has been a tough week for the British mining giant Vedanta PLC which is facing increasingly vocal protests in India about the destructive nature of its aluminium operations.

On Tuesday Norway's finance minister, Kristin Halvorsen, announced he had withdrawn all investments in Vedanta after the country's ethical council concluded that the company "has caused serious damage to people and to the environment as a result of its economic activities."

The day before Norway's announcement some 30,000 poor Indian farmers from the eastern state of Orissa gathered to protest at the massive reduction of irrigation waters to their land in order to supply, among others, the aluminium industry.

advertisement

Local activists claim that water supply to heavy industry from the massive Hirakud Dam in northern Orissa has increased 27 times over the past decade, with disastrous consequences for farmers who depend on irrigation to grow their crops.

Meanwhile, a few hundred miles away in western Orissa, a group of Indian tribal people, the Dongria Kondh are planning protests of their own after India's Supreme Court made clear that it will grant approval for Vedanta to mine the heavily forested Niyamgiri Hills for bauxite, the raw material from which aluminium is produced.

Neither of these last two items of 'news' will have featured on the radar of most Western newspapers or TV channels, but they are indicative of a growing and under-reported conflict between the demands of 'international development' and the lives of the world's poor.

Sometimes in the West it is too easy to conceive the debate about the exhaustion and pollution of the planet in long-distance terms - we cycle to work, or recycle our yoghurt pots to do our bit to stave off an environmental disaster which the scientists warn us will occur at some point in the future, as yet undetermined.

However for many of the 700m Indians - and four billion people worldwide - who live on less than one pound a day, the environmental consequences of sustaining (and aspiring to join) the industrialised, developed world are increasingly being felt here and now.

In the case of India, where 350m people still live on less than 50p a day and almost half of all children are malnourished, the tensions caused by development spill out into violence on an almost daily basis.

Vedanta's aluminium operations are only a tiny part of that story, but they are symptomatic of a wider conflict which even threatens to undermine the 'growth story' which occupies a disproportionate amount of the headlines abroad.

Large tracts of eastern India are in the grip of a violent Maoist revolt - known as "Naxalism" - which is being fuelled by the sense that ordinary people are not being included in that 'story'.

And this isn't a theoretical 'threat' but a revolution that's armed and dangerous. Manmohan Singh, Indian prime minister, described the Naxals as the "greatest threat" to India's internal security. Last week, for example, the rebels killed 15 policemen in a single ambush in Chhattisgarh, the state which borders Orissa - yet another story that won't have hit Western news radars.

Back in Niyamgiri, where I visited early this month, the people who still subsist farming the land and foraging the forests can see very little value for them in Vedanta's bauxite mine and aluminium refinery.

The people have lived sustainably on the forests and hills for centuries and - with simple wisdom - question whether ripping up the ancient Niyamgiri Hills for 25 years of short-term gain can possibly be good for them, or the planet.

Those short-term gains, however, run into billions of pounds. Thanks to booming commodity prices driven by demand from India and China, Vedanta's share price has leapt fivefold from £4 to £21 in just three years, creating massive value for shareholders and investors.

But when the mine goes ahead, the people of Niyamgiri don't expect to see much of that money for themselves, despite guarantees from Vedanta to the Indian Supreme Court that they will spend several million pounds on 'development' for the area.

The truth is that they have no faith in the promises of Vedanta Plc or their own courts and governments. Most of that money, they say, will end up in the pockets of corrupt officials, and history supports their contention.

Such promises have been made many times before, say the activists, but their surveys of Orissa's other mining developments find only contaminated water supplies, destroyed habitats and human displacement while corrupt government officials, investors and shareholders count their wealth in millions and billions.

It is this catastrophic loss of faith - rather than the direct environmental consequences of mining - which is perhaps potentially most damaging to the future of countries like India and China, where growing numbers of people no longer feel they have a stake in their futures while the governments they elected to represent them focus on creating a 'favourable investor climate', rather than a liveable climate for the people.

Vedanta is a case in point. The company's application to mine the Niyamgiris was supported by both the federal and state governments, which to the black amusement of ordinary people who have to deal with Orissa's notoriously corrupt and inefficient local bureaucracy, was even discovered to have faxed a letter on Vedanta's behalf on a Sunday.

Activists also point to a report written by the Indian Supreme Court's own fact-finding committee in 2005 which accused Vedanta - with the connivance of India's Ministry of Environment and the local state government - of "blatantly" violating environmental guidelines during the planning phase of the alumina refinery at Niyamgiri.

And yet, after almost two years of lobbying say activists, the Court decided not to punish Vedanta but to reward the company by granting permission for a project which, as far as they can see, will destroy and not develop their lives and livelihoods.

The consequences of such decisions - in Niyamgiri and beyond - are likely to be bloody.

Peter Foster's South Asia weblog is at http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/peterfoster.

______________________________________________________________________

AP: Hungary's president calls for strong, UN-based environmental authority
(Also appears in International Herald)

BUDAPEST, Hungary: Hungary's president on Thursday called for the establishment of a global authority to regulate the effects of economic development on the environment.

Speaking at the start of the World Science Forum, President Laszlo Solyom emphasized the need to take "responsibility for future generations" in environmental issues.

"Globalization only can benefit the world if powerful international environmental governance sets it on a path of sustainability and keeps it there," Solyom said. "We need a U.N.-based world environment organization with powerful authorities."

During the 1980s, with Hungary under communist rule, Solyom was a leader of a dissident environmental group opposing the construction of a pair of large dams on the Danube River.

"The gap between raging development auguring the failure of sustainability and ... actions to save our natural environment is growing," he told the forum at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. "We will not have the power to overtake unsustainable changes and turn things around unless we finally face the fact that we are running for our lives."

Besides Solyom, the presidents of Austria, Croatia and Greece were also expected to address the forum. All part of Solyom's initiative for a group of "green presidents" who can join forces to support environmental causes.

Hungary is hosting the World Science Forum for the third time since 2003, with some 400 participants from 60 countries expected to attend.
______________________________________________________________________

AP: Shipping Fuel Fumes Contribute to Deaths

By CASSIE BIGGS – 10 hours ago

HONG KONG (AP) — Ships belching toxic fumes from diesel fuel contribute to the deaths of tens of thousands of people in Europe, Asia and the United States each year, claims a U.S. report released this week.

As many as 60,000 people living in coastal communities along major shipping routes died from lung and heart complaints as a result of high sulfate emissions from ships in 2002, according to the study released Wednesday by the American Chemical Society.

With international maritime trade on the rise and little regulation of ship emissions, that death toll could rise to as many as 82,000 by 2012, says the report to be published next month in ACS journal, Environmental Science & Technology.

People living in port cities like Hong Kong, Shanghai and Shenzhen were likely to be hit the hardest as most of the pollution occurred within 250 miles of their coasts, said the American researchers.

"Twenty-eight percent of the world's shipping container output passes through Hong Kong and Shenzhen," said Michele Weldon, environmental program manager at Civil Exchange, a public policy think tank in Hong Kong. "The significance of this study — that marine pollution has health impacts — cannot be ignored."

The study's U.S. authors said diesel-powered ships burn some of the dirtiest fuel on the planet today — on average, having almost 2,000 times the sulfur content of highway diesel fuel in the United States and Europe.

While air pollution from diesel trucks and buses has been reduced by more than 90 percent over the last few decades, emissions from ocean-faring ships — using the same diesel engine technology — have risen virtually unchecked, it said.

"Ship pollution affects the health of communities in coastal and inland regions around the world, yet pollution from ships remain one of the least regulated parts of our global transportation system," said Dr. James Corbett, co-author of the report and associate professor of marine policy at the University of Delaware.

"With more than half the world's population living in coastal regions and freight growth outpacing other sectors, shipping emissions will need to meet stricter control targets," he said.

The study was commissioned in part by Clean Air Task Force and Friends of the Earth International, which are negotiating with the U.N. International Maritime Organization for new regulations to reduce shipping emissions.

Weldon said ships could reduce pollution by cutting speeds near shores and switching to cleaner fuels as they approached ports. Already, port cities such as Rotterdam and Los Angeles have imposed their own strict emission standards on ships entering their waters.

Arthur Bowring, of the Hong Kong Ship Owners Association, said voluntary regulation was not the answer as cleaner fuels, such as distillate, were nearly double the cost of the fuel most ships currently use.

"International regulation is the only way to bring in the use of cleaner fuels and ensure there is no competitive disadvantage when using it," he said.

The researchers took estimated seafaring-ship emissions of particulate and other pollutants, including sulfate and nitrous oxide. Using global circulation models, they mapped out how emissions would drift over land. After folding in regional demographic data, such as population density, they pinpointed areas with a higher likelihood of deaths from cardiopulmonary and lung cancer that are attributable to exposure to emissions.

Alexis Lau, a mathematics professor at the Institute for Environment at Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, said the researchers used a standard method to estimate the health impact of pollutants. He said the ACS journal was respected and the estimated deaths the peer-reviewed study attributed to marine pollution were plausible.

The report said East Asia and South Asia were the most heavily impacted, each representing about one-fourth of the global impact.

One-third of all shipping deaths occurred in Europe; about one-tenth of global shipping deaths occurred in North America, the study said.

"There are a lot of observations made from data to suggest a very strong association between sulfur, air pollution, including marine pollution, and premature deaths from respiratory problems like chronic lung failure," T.W. Wong, professor of medicine at the Chinese University of Hong Kong told the AP.

"If ships switched to cleaner fuels, it would help save lives," he said.

______________________________________________________________________

AP: Coast Guard asks public to report oil damage to environment
(Also appears in Mercury News)

11/08/2007

SAN FRANCISCO—The Coast Guard is asking the public to report oil slicks and contaminated wildlife resulting from the petroleum spill.

A tanker ship carrying heavy fuel ran into a tower supporting the Bay Bridge yesterday. A gash in the side of the ship poured oil into the San Francisco Bay.

Coast Guard officials are asking the public to report oil sightings at 985-781-0804. To report oiled wildlife, please call 877-823-6926. And to submit a claim for oiled property, please call [image: image1]
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______________________________________________________________________

AFP: Holy pollution, Batman! Director denies filthy water forced cuts

HONG KONG (AFP) — The director of the next Batman film said Friday a planned scene in which the caped crusader dived into Hong Kong's harbour was cut because of script changes and not the water's severe pollution.

Producers had reportedly been forced to pull one scene involving the hero of "The Dark Knight" -- played by Christian Bale -- jumping out of a plane into the city's famed Victoria Harbour, as the dirty water was too dangerous.

"That was my decision, nothing to do with pollution. It was simply a script decision," said British director Christopher Nolan, who also co-wrote the screenplay for the latest instalment of the Batman franchise.

"Once you see the finished film, you will understand why. As far as the pollution question goes, I honestly have no problem dumping movie stars in it."

The film is making the franchise's first journey outside the fictional Gotham City and will use Hong Kong's spectacular skyline during several days filming here, Nolan added.

Bale, who took the title role in the previous film, "Batman Begins," said he was excited about climbing to the top of some the city's highest buildings "and jumping off of them."

Speaking alongside co-star Morgan Freeman at a packed press conference, Bale said he would be shooting on the top of Hong Kong's tallest building, the 90-storey IFC2.

Hong Kong suffers both serious water and air pollution that on many days leaves the famous skyline clouded in haze. Much of it is caused by local power plants and emissions from factories in nearby southern China.

______________________________________________________________________

Guardian: Dark Knight fails to light up Hong Kong
Staff and agencies

Thursday November 8, 2007

The latest Batman film appears to have its work cut out battling a dastardly trio of enemies while on location in Hong Kong. In the past week The Dark Knight has been biffed by a Hollywood legend, kapowed by environmental groups and generally walloped by the mass indifference of local residents.

The trouble began when director Christopher Nolan requested that Hong Kong's inhabitants leave their lights burning during the film's night-time shoots in order to present the city in its full, illuminated glory. Letters were reportedly sent to 60 companies along the city's waterfront area, while building managers were told to ask all residents to comply with the request. But according to a story in the South China Morning Post, 80% of those who were approached ended up ignoring the edict.

In the meantime, environmental groups have condemned the move. Gabrielle Ho, project manager at the conservation organisation Green Sense, argued that the request puts the concerns of the film-makers ahead of the concerns of the planet. "We believe producers are able to create the same effects through post-production work," Ho said. "But instead they are asking us to turn on so many lights, wasting so much energy."

If that were not enough, the makers of The Dark Knight appear to have made a powerful enemy in Jack Nicholson, who starred as the Joker in Tim Burton's 1989 Batman movie. In an interview with MTV.com, the Oscar-winning actor claimed that the Batman franchise has been in decline since Burton abandoned it. For good measure, he admitted that he was "furious" that he not been asked to appear in the upcoming film.

"The Joker; I know how to do that," Nicholson said. "Nobody ever asked me ... Maybe it's not a mistake. Maybe it was the right thing [to do].But to be candid, I'm furious." In The Dark Knight, the role of the Joker will be played by 28 year-old Heath Ledger.

Nicholson, who celebrated his 70th birthday earlier this year, says that he is in no hurry to see The Dark Knight. "I'm not inclined to watch it because of what I said. But if it's a good movie, I'll catch up with it somewhere. I don't think they ever really captured Tim Burton's spirit. They kind of drove the franchise into the ground," he added.

The Dark Knight, a sequel to 2005's Batman Begins, stars Christian Bale as the caped crusader. It is set for UK release in July 2008.
______________________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald: Conviction served with fudge as environment foes spin to win

Marianne Wilkinson

November 9, 2007

CALL in the diplomats. Whenever the Environment Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, and his opponent, Peter Garrett, slug it out over Kyoto, both get so tangled up over the global climate negotiations, they leave the voters very confused and our bureaucrats very anxious. Yesterday was no exception.

Turnbull managed to verbal the leading Democratic US presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, implying she would not want that country to adopt binding targets to cut greenhouse emissions. This is despite Clinton announcing recently she wanted to cut America's emissions by 80 per cent by 2050. She also said the US should have an emissions trading scheme, which can only work with a cap on emissions.

Garrett, on the other hand, managed to fudge Australia's status at the critical UN climate talks in Bali. He insisted Australia would have a limited role because of the Government's failure to ratify Kyoto. But, as he should know, there are two sets of talks in Bali - the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change talks, where Australia is a full participant, and the meeting of Kyoto "Annex One" developed nations where we indeed have a "non party status".

Garrett's fudge led the Foreign Affairs Minister, Alexander Downer, to belt out an angry statement after the debate that Labor was being deliberately deceitful about our status in Bali. Despite our failure to ratify Kyoto, Downer said: "Australia will be an active participant", in the Bali talks. Not quite. As the Herald revealed last week, at the 2005 UN talks for Kyoto-developed nations, our officials were told to take "a low profile" because we hadn't ratified Kyoto, an instruction laid out by the Government's own official briefing paper.

Garrett was trumped by Turnbull, who claimed that if Labor won office, it would be

run over by the Chinese in Bali because Garrett was "a soft touch" who "in his heart he does not believe that China [and] India … should be obliged to cut their emissions". Garrett protested this was not true. The Chinese leaders might also protest - pointing out to Turnbull that while China's emissions were soaring, it was moving more radically than the Howard Government to cut greenhouse gas pollution. China has already begun a pilot emissions trading scheme, while the Coalition will not introduce Australia's scheme until 2011. And China is investing heavily in clean coal and wind and solar technology, and setting a renewable energy target of 20 per cent of its energy by 2020 - a higher target than Turnbull's.

But despite Turnbull and Garrett's diplomatic failings, the debate was a positive simply because both sounded more convincing and passionate as advocates for tackling climate change than their leaders. And according to the polls, Australians want to hear conviction on climate change.

______________________________________________________________________

ABC: Coalition, Labor clash on climate change

Friday, 09/11/2007

The Coalition has rejected Labor claims it doesn't have any policies to help farmers deal with climate change.

Labor's environment spokesman Peter Garrett says the farm sector's ability to prepare for more extreme droughts and storms has been held back by Coalition scepticism.

But Federal Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull says the national water plan is an effective response, and Labor has no drought or water policies to offer.

"They don't need the Peter Garrett-line drawn down the middle of the country, or the middle of New South Wales, and said, right, everybody to the west clear out to the coast," he says.

"What they need is support, they need support, they need technology, they need leadership".

______________________________________________________________________

Utility Belt: First Solar: The Google of Green Tech?

First_solar_logo Solar panel maker First Solar’s Google-like stock price — shares soared 34 percent today to close at $224.43 — is either a sign that green tech is getting bubbly or that investors genuinely see a huge potential market in renewable energy.

Probably a bit of both. The Phoenix-based company makes thin-film solar modules for use in solar power plants or in rooftop arrays for commercial buildings. While thin-film offers lower efficiency than traditional silicon-based solar modules, it can be produced cheaper, and First Solar (FSLR) has been rapidly ramping up production. The trigger for today’s investor love was First Solar’s third-quarter earnings report on Wednesday that showed revenue spiked 106 percent to $159 million from the previous quarter and up a whopping 290 percent from a year ago. First Solar — fun fact: it’s biggest shareholder is the estate of Wal-Mart (WMT) heir John T. Walton  — also upped its 2007 revenue forecast to $480 million to $485 million from an earlier estimate of $400 million to $415 million.

Investors were prepped for by recent announcements from First Solar that the company would double its manufacturing capacity by the end of 2009 and that it had signed new deals with customer. Much of First Solar’s production goes to solar companies in Germany, where generous government subsidies have made the a country solar hotbed. First Solar also is benefiting from being one of the first new-generation thin-film solar companies to market. A host of thin-film startups like Nanosolar and HelioVolt — they also minimize the use of expensive silicon but use a different technology — have scored hundreds of millions of dollars in funding from venture capitalists but have yet to produce products.

Savvy investors also know that the U.S. market is poised to take off, particularly for utility-scale solar projects.  Half the states now have imposed so-called renewable portfolio standards that require varying percentages of utilities’ electricity be obtained from greenhouse-gas free sources. In California, for instance, in addition to the state’s global warming law that will cap greenhouse gas emissions, portfolio standards oblige utilities like PG&E (PCG), Southern California Edision (EIX) and San Diego Gas & Electric (SRE) get 20 percent of their power from renewable sources by 2010 and a third by 2020. They’re going to need a lot of solar power plants to meet that mandate.
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H2Ooohhh!
Mural Project Helps Kids Think About Protecting the Bay

Washington Post

November 8, 2007

Sharks, jellyfish and even a butterfly swam across a large canvas that was outside the National Aquarium in Baltimore. For some 500 kids who visited the aquarium last month, the painting they made -- butterfly and all -- is how they envision a clean Chesapeake Bay.

The kids were inspired (and helped) by the one-named artist Wyland, a painter who specializes in water scenes.

Wyland travels the country with a specially outfitted education trailer, aiming to get kids thinking about how they can protect the lakes, rivers and oceans near their homes.

"I believe that by them creating art they will become more aware and better stewards," or caretakers, of the environment, he said.

The Chesapeake Bay is the country's largest estuary (pronounced ESS-tyoo-AIR-ee, it's a partly enclosed area where fresh water and salt water mix). More than 90 percent of U.S. estuaries, including the Chesapeake, are polluted, according to government scientists.

Pollution from trash, lawn fertilizers and other sources greatly affects the bay's ecosystem, according to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. As a result, millions of fish and other marine creatures are killed every year.

In the trailer, Wyland teaches kids about watersheds and how the things people do miles away from an ocean or bay eventually can affect the quality of water there. Kids can follow a drop of water through the water cycle and learn how man-made pollutants affect the environment.

"I knew a lot about [the water cycle] but not as much as I know now," Bethany Moorehead, 13, of Bloomington, Maryland, said while visiting the exhibit in Baltimore.

Wyland, 51, has been interested in protecting the oceans since he was a kid. He first saw an ocean at age 13 and jumped into the Pacific as two gray whales swam nearby. "It was like seeing a dinosaur," he recalled, his voice still filled with awe.

He has dedicated his life to protecting whales by painting life-size murals, which he calls Whaling Walls, that encourage people to think about the importance of clean water. He gets kids to paint, too. His 100th mural with kids will be painted next summer in Beijing, China, before the Olympics.

Clinton's Emmanuel Pullen, 8, who helped paint the Baltimore mural with classmates from Excellence Christian School, said he learned that "God's creatures are very interesting" and that pollution "is not good for the sea animals."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/07/AR2007110702429.html
Shaping a Wetlands Habitat: Students Embark On Nature Project

By Arianne Aryanpur
Washington Post 
November 8, 2007

A group of about 20 students from Loudoun Valley High School gathered last week at a storm-water retention pond in a nearby townhouse development. Over the course of 90 minutes, they planted flowers and put down mulch to create a footpath around the pond.

The students were applying lessons learned in class, but also creating a legacy that will extend far beyond the grades they receive in the spring. The planting marked the beginning of the pond's transformation into a wetlands habitat, a project that the students designed and that will take two to three years.

"What we're trying to do is improve the water quality and turn it into a natural habitat so people can walk around the pond and view the wildlife," said John DeMary, one of two instructors who teaches the year-long course called Environmental Explorations. "We're making it accessible to the community."

The wetlands project was conceived by Keith Hicks, a technology resource teacher at Loudoun Valley and a resident of the townhouse community, called Purcellville Ridge. Hicks said he thought students at the Purcellville school could work with the Purcellville Ridge Homeowners Association on a project to make the storm pond environmentally friendly. He approached DeMary and the class's other teacher, Liam McGranaghan, with the idea, and they decided to incorporate it into their curriculum.

The Newton Marasco Foundation, a McLean-based nonprofit organization that promotes environmental stewardship, signed on as sponsor, funding speakers to teach the students about the characteristics of wetlands habitats. The class used that information to design the habitat and presented the plan to the Purcellville Ridge HOA, which endorsed it. The foundation also supported other field trips and covered the cost of equipment and plants.

During last week's class visit to the site, Ashleigh Miller, 16, and Courtney Oglevee, 16, spent the afternoon planting flowers on the bank of the pond.

"It's going to make it a riparian buffer," said Miller, explaining how she learned in class that plants act as filters to check harmful bacteria from entering the water. "Eventually it will prevent bad stuff from getting in the Chesapeake Bay."

On the other side of the pond, Edwin Castillo, 16, shoveled mulch into a wheelbarrow. Castillo said he signed up for the class because he enjoys the outdoors. But he said it also has taught him the importance of doing one's part to protect the environment.

"If we can do something right here, maybe we can start something somewhere else," Castillo said.

Nearby, Brandon Fleming, 17, grabbed a handful of newspapers and dunked them into a cooler of water, then laid the wet papers on the grass to mark the footpath. Castillo shoveled a pile of mulch over the newspapers to create the trail.

"This is actually a really fun class," Fleming said.

"It's hands-on," agreed Kimberly Becker, 16, grabbing a bunch of newspapers.

Just then a bird flew overhead and DeMary identified it as a red-shouldered hawk, typically found in swamps and wetlands.

"Are there going to be more of them now that we're planting and stuff?" Becker asked. In a few years, DeMary explained, the plants should mature, creating a natural habitat where insects and animals can thrive.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/06/AR2007110600084.html
Coast Guard crews monitor oil spill in San Francisco Bay

Associated Press

November 8, 2007

U.S. Coast Guard crews are monitoring the thousands of gallons of oil that spilled into San Francisco Bay when a container ship traveling through dense fog struck a tower supporting the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge.

Officials say there was no structural damage to the span, but about 58,000 gallons of oil spilled into the bay after a large gash was ripped into the ship's hull.

The oil spill has closed five San Francisco beaches -- Fort Point, Kirby Cove, Baker Beach, China Beach and Crissy Field.

A Coast Guard official says there's no estimate of when the spill will be cleaned up. 

State goes green in $1.3M interstate landscape job

Associated Press

November 8, 2007

The state is going green in a nearly $1.3 million landscaping job for an expanded Interstate 40/75 interchange, requiring for the first time the use of recycled compost material as a soil enhancer before installing thousands of trees and shrubs. 

The goal is to save money and help the environment. Healthy plants and trees don't need to be replaced as often. And putting recycled yard waste to work as compost is better than sending it to the landfill.

"When you invest that kind of money into an elaborate landscaping project, everybody benefits if you can treat the soil (with recycled and composted material) and get those plants established," said Travis Brickey, spokesman for the Tennessee Department of Transportation.

Advocates say compost helps the soil retain water and fertilizer, improves soil structure, adds nutrients and encourages root growth.

Some 3,000 trees, 1,000 shrubs, 13,000 tree seedlings and an array of native grasses and wildflowers are being installed at the 20-acre project. Work began in September and is set to be done by June.

The terrain includes steep hillsides and grassy medians amid entrance and exit ramps and bridges feeding Papermill Drive and Weisgarber Road.

Laying the foundation will be 5,000 cubic yards or 300 dump-truck loads of composted organic material supplied by Natural Resources Recovery in Knoxville.

"The area has a lot of poor soil," said Tim Warren, owner of project contractor CHW Landscaping. "The compost can be mixed in with the soil to give it organic material."

Natural Resources Recovery, headquartered in Baton Rouge, La., has been operating wood and yard waste recycling centers in Knox County since 2003, recycling nearly 16,500 tons of green waste last year alone.

The company holds one of only two composting permits in Tennessee, NRR President Sid Brian said. The other is in Sevier County.

"It's not solely important to me" that the state is using this company's products for the interchange project, Brian said. "What I'm most excited about is that their decision to use compost promotes the recycling and beneficial reuse of materials that otherwise would go into landfills."

TDOT decided to use compost in the Knoxville job after seeing similar highway landscaping projects in North Carolina, Ohio and Texas successfully establish plants using compost.

Information from: The Knoxville News Sentinel, http://www.knoxnews.com
Tujunga Wash project creates more recreation space while saving water

By Francisco Vara-Orta

Los Angeles Times

November 8, 2007

A $7-million partial revitalization of the Tujunga Wash helps conserve water and provides new recreational space in the San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles officials said Wednesday.

The effort, known as the Tujunga Wash Greenway and Stream Restoration Project, diverts some of the water currently flowing into a flood control channel and sends it to an adjacent 1 1/2 -mile stream that runs alongside the wash in Valley Glen. 

The arrangement allows more water to seep into an aquifer called the San Fernando Valley Groundwater Basin, rather than flow to the Los Angeles River and eventually the Pacific Ocean, said Vik Bapna, watershed manager for the county's Department of Public Works.

During a year with average rainfall, as much as 325,000 gallons a day will flow through the wash's new stream, which can mean enough drinking water for 760 families of four during 12 months, Bapna said. Currently, about 85% of the water used by Valley residents is imported, he said.

In addition to the new stream, the project features walking and biking paths -- adorned with native trees and plants -- meandering along the wash that stretches from Vanowen Street to Oxnard Street.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, who attended a dedication of the project Wednesday, said it could serve as a model for conserving water and beautifying other flood control channels throughout the county.

"This project is a template for the rest of the Los Angeles River," Yaroslavsky said. "It serves not only as an environmental enhancement for the area, but as a demonstration for all flood channels from Compton to the San Gabriel Valley to West Los Angeles."

The Tujunga Wash, a nine-mile flood control channel built in the early 1950s, funnels rainwater between Hansen Dam and Studio City where it connects to the Los Angeles River.

Officials said funding for the project, which took a little over a year to complete, included state and county government sources. The finished product will be maintained by the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority, a joint powers authority that includes the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, the Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District and the Conejo Recreation and Park District.

The county is studying the possibility of extending the Tujunga Wash project north of Vanowen Street to Sherman Way, said Paul Edelman, deputy director of natural resources and planning for the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.

From the corner of Vanowen Street and Fulton Avenue where the project begins, one can see the stark contrast between the old and the revamped wash.

On the side where the project is completed, doves early Wednesday hopped in the new stream, which percolated soothingly. Bright green fencing lined the flood channel, cyclists rode down a paved path, and sage and cottonwoods dotted the landscape.

Across the street on the unrevamped side, a rusted, bent fence kept people out and the terrain lining the channel was barren dirt.

Edelman said water had run through the new stream for about two weeks while officials prepared to unveil the site. During that period, and even with this year's dry conditions, some portions of the stream measured as deep as 6 inches, he said.

"Some fish and amphibians could live in the stream," Edelman said. "You can already see the life coming back here."

francisco.varaorta@latimes.com

Water bill deserves a second chance; 

Our opinion: senate should override the president’s veto 

The Miami Herald

November 8, 2007

The U.S. Senate should follow the House's lead and vote to override President Bush's veto of the Water Resources Development Act, making the bill the first to withstand a veto during Mr. Bush's presidency. That would be notable, but its significance would be eclipsed by the bill's importance to the nation's waterways in general and, in Florida specifically, to Everglades cleanup. 

Veto not a surprise
President Bush's veto of the Water Resources Development Act was no surprise. He had warned Congress that he believed the bill's $23 billion price tag was too high. But this was President Bush's chance to keep his 2004 campaign promise to support the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP), an ambitious 20-year replumbing plan to restore clean, fresh water to the parched River of Grass and ensure South Florida's future drinking-water supply. Nearly a decade ago, Congress agreed to fund 50 percent of the estimated $8 billion cleanup cost, with Florida paying the other half.

Trouble is, the federal share is well behind what the state is spending, causing costly delays. The total CERP price tag has now climbed to $10 billion. Florida has invested more than $2 billion in CERP so far. The water-resources act finally put the federal government's money on the line too. The act includes more than $2 billion for restoration projects that have languished. To delay construction on these projects further will only hike CERP's ultimate costs.

President Bush criticized the act's ballooning numbers: In conference, the House's $15 billion bill and the Senate's $14 billion bill grew to $23 billion. But this legislation basically lays out what projects the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will add to its to-do list. What Mr. Bush overlooked is that each of the projects need separate funding approval.

To be fair to Congress, the federal government is years behind in investing in more than just Everglades restoration. The nation's waterways, dams and lock systems are in as much need of maintenance and upgrading as its bridges, for example. There is pork in this bill, as Mr. Bush says, but there are worthy projects, too, including for hurricane mitigation and coastal restoration in Louisiana.

Bipartisan support
While the bill contains more than $2 billion for CERP projects, it also includes other Florida needs: $1.5 million to study the structural integrity of the Herbert Hoover Dike at Lake Okeechobee, $125 million for the Port of Miami's navigation improvements and $12.9 million for navigation improvements to Tampa's harbor, among others.

The bill has enough bipartisan support that it should survive a veto. For the future of the Everglades, let that happen.

Ratings Proliferate For 'Green' Builders

Standards Aim to Help Homes Stand Out, But Buyers May Not Appreciate Low-Flow Toilets as Much as Granite Countertops

By Sara Schaefer Munoz 
The Wall Street Journal 

November 8, 2007

What makes a "green" home green? It depends on who is using the word. In the next several months, three nationwide certifications for environmentally friendly homes will be available to builders. But buyers may be confused by the array of standards.

This week, the U.S. Green Building Council -- a nonprofit that rates commercial buildings on things like energy use and indoor-air quality -- introduced similar rating systems for people's homes. Builders can score points for things like solar panels and energy-efficient appliances, and earn ratings such as silver, gold or platinum for environmental-friendliness.

The National Association of Homebuilders, a trade group whose members build about 80% of the country's new homes each year, say the Green Building Council's criteria for a "green" label are too impractical and costly. They are developing their own standards, which they say are flexible depending on the region and include easier-to-achieve certification in order to appeal to first-time buyers. A new draft will be available for public comment next month, and the standards should be finalized by February.

Yet another eco-friendly certification is available through the federal government's Energy Star program. Started in 1995, the program focuses on certifying homes that meet a standard on energy use. The current yardstick is at least 15% more efficient than homes built to the 2004 residential code. Homes that meet the standard usually have features such as extra insulation and energy-efficient appliances, and must be verified through independent home energy raters. States and local building associations, too, may have their own green building programs or guidelines.

The rush to focus on green homebuilding comes as the residential real-estate market continues to struggle. Builders are eager to jump on the green marketing bandwagon as a way to differentiate their products. New-home sales were a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 770,000 units in September, up 4.8% from the previous month but down 23% from a year earlier, according to data from the National Association of Homebuilders.

Some builders say many of today's consumers would rather pay extra for luxuries such as granite countertops than for "green" features. But they believe that demand will grow in the future for green homes as energy prices stay high. The building industry also wants to develop a voluntary green standard before the federal government -- increasingly focused on energy concerns -- takes matters into its own hands. Builders recently lobbied Congress against legislation that would allow the federal government to write some energy-efficient building codes for states.

Environmental advocates say coaxing people to make changes to their homes that trim energy consumption is important. The residential sector accounts for about 20% of the nation's greenhouse-gas emissions, according to government figures. Buying a green home, while more costly up front, can save money down the road with lower utility bills. There are also a number of state and federal tax credits for energy-efficient upgrades; the federal government offers a $300 tax credit for installation of energy-efficient air-conditioning and heating systems, for example. Some banks even offer a discount on mortgage closing costs for new homes that meet certain energy-saving requirements.

Some builders acknowledge the various "green" labels can be confusing for consumers. Mark Fischer, a builder with Grupe Co. in Rockland, Calif., built around 70 solar-paneled homes to meet the Green Building Council's standards, through the pilot program that has been testing out the ratings. He has found, however, that potential buyers don't really understand the features, or why they should pay more for them. "With all the different green certifications out there, it kind of gets lost," says Mr. Fischer, who has lowered his prices.

A few consumers, though, do seek out a "green" home to save money on utilities and help the environment. After a fallen oak tree destroyed his Atlanta home, Rutherford Seydel decided to rebuild his home to the specifications of the Green Building Council's rating system. A lawyer with an interest in the environment, Mr. Seydel earned a high rating for his home, a "gold," by putting in things like solar panels, a geothermal heating system, low-flush toilets and low-toxin paint. He says that the rating involved extra inspections, which caught air leaks around some doors and problems with the ducts that would have been missed by the contractor.

"That extra layer of eyes is well worth it," he says.

The cost of the Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design -- or LEED -- is between $500 and $2,000, depending on things like how big the house is and if there's a certifier in the area. Generally the builder pays and passes costs on to the home buyer. The cost of certification for the home builders' standards hasn't been determined yet, but the association says it is aiming for it to be lower so more builders will be involved.

Both the Green Building Council and the builders association have vied to emerge with the most widely accepted "green" label for homes. The Green Building Council says its LEED rating system is "the nationally accepted benchmark" for green building. Builders earn points in categories such as water efficiency, indoor air quality and the selection of eco-friendly materials. For example, a home would get four points for a rainwater-collection system and two points for high-efficiency appliances. To achieve the highest "platinum" rating, a home needs between 90 and 128 points.

The council's vice president for policy and public affairs, Michelle Moore, disputes the notion that the council's process is too costly or impractical for builders. She says it has rigorous verification standards, with a range of third-party experts who inspect homes and test materials to guard against so-called greenwash -- where any effort that is even nominally environmentally friendly gets painted with a "green" brush.

"In any marketplace, there's inevitably going to be people who do the minimum that they can and call themselves green," she says.

Builders, meanwhile, say their verification process, which will involve training certifiers through local builders associations, is just as rigorous. They point out their National Green Building Standard is being certified by the American National Standards Institute, a national standards-making body -- and representatives from the Environmental Protection Agency and members of the Green Building Council itself helped develop it.

Apart from the verification process, there are other differences between the two systems. The Green Building Council program is the same for homes across the country, whereas the builders' standards can be flexible from region to region. For example, the builders are developing water-efficiency requirements that are tighter in the Southwest than in the Northeast.

When building or buying a "green" home, consumers should ask what types of improvements they are paying for and how much money they will save over time. Energy-saving advocates advise that if people want energy efficient appliances, they should focus first on refrigerators, because unlike a dishwasher or clothes washer, they run all the time. Air-conditioning units, too, tend to be big energy hogs, so paying for one that's more efficient is a good investment, they say.

Both the builders' certification and that of the Green Building Council penalize larger homes, since they use more resources. For example, the Green Building Council requires more points for four-bedroom homes bigger than 2,600 square feet in order to achieve a certain rating, while the draft builders' standard allows a home to be built to 4,000 square feet before requiring more points.

The higher ratings -- such as "platinum" and "emerald" -- have some similar requirements from both the Green Building Council and the builders, yet the council says theirs are designed for builders at the leading edge of green innovation. In terms of the lower ratings, builders have pushed for a more stripped-down entry-level standard for inexpensive homes: the "bronze" standard. Instead of putting in costly energy-efficient appliances, for example, builders can earn points by protecting existing trees on a lot or using salvaged materials. The group argues that some green elements are better than none at all.

"In our quest for perfect green, we don't want to throw out the baby with the bathwater," says Randall Melvin, a Maryland builder.

==================================================================
ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE
UN DAILY NEWS
8 November, 2007

UN environment agency announces new projects to boost clean

Energy
8 November - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced the launch of a pair of projects worth some $100 million in the tea and sugar industries designed to boost the use of clean energy and stimulate development in Africa.

Both projects aim to develop new forms of local energy generation to help rural areas overcome poverty, cut dependency on imported and expensive fossil fuels, and contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, UNEP said in a news release.

The tea initiative, which will deliver small-scale hydro-electric power to plantations across East Africa, is expected to reach over 8 million people in the tea industry. Burundi, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia are among the countries which have already endorsed the initiative.

“Tea is known to be good for you; now it is also getting better for the environment,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

He also hailed the decision by some countries in East Africa to establish power purchase agreements, which are contracts that allow unconventional generators of electricity to sell surplus power back to the grid, saying it “has opened up a raft of new opportunities for cleaner and renewable energy generation.”

In a separate but related initiative, a project funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) will help farmers use waste from the sugar industry to generate electricity – a move UNEP said will fuel sustainable economic growth.

The project aims to reach approximately 10 million sugar farmers and their dependants in Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda and Tanzania.

The sugar initiative builds on the successes achieved in Mauritius, where up to 40 per cent of the country’s electricity needs are met by waste by-products from the sugar industry, UNEP said.

==================================================================
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Project expected to add 120megawatts to the national grid. (KBC)


UNEP: New Projects to Generate Energy (Prensa Latina)


Clean energy projects set for African tea and sugar industries (DPA)


Kenya: Sh6.7 Billion Electricity Projects Launched (East African Standard)


Third of Africa coastline at risk from climate change: UN (AFP)


UN urges Africa to protect its natural resources (SABC)


Rising seas threaten Africa's coastline -UN body (Reuters)


Le monde : La montée des océans menace les côtes africaines, selon le PNUE


Secretary-General Appoints Angela Cropper of Trinidad and Tobago as Deputy Executive Director for UNEP (Media News wire)


Cropper lands top UN post (Trinidad & Tobago Newsday)


Trade and environment can go together provided all share the responsibility. (Business Standard)
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