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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 31 October 2007


Other Environment News
· Climate change theme for UN's Ban on tour (Reuters)
· Merkel asks India to do more on climate change (Reuters)
· Malaria moves in behind the loggers (The Guardian)
· Closing the climate change policy gap (The Australian)
· Sustainability Center To Participate In Climate Change Campaign (Morning News)
· Climate change meeting to be attended by over 10,000 participants (Antara)
· Germany Urges India to Do More in Climate Change Fight (Deutsche Welle)
· Burning of waste cited as harmful (East African Standard)
· China may bar polluting firms from export markets (Reuters)
· GM sets up clean fuel research lab in China (AFP)
· Nuclear ambitions fan controversy in Bulgaria (International Herald)
· Prince Harry quizzed by police about shooting of rare birds (Guardian)
· Bishop leads bikers in cycling pilgrimage for Mary and the environment (Indian Catholic)
· Microsoft to shine spotlight on green-tech initiatives (InfoWorld)
· Mallard's new Environment role no punishment (Scoop News)
· La Norvège donne 17 millions d'euros à la protection de la forêt amazonienne. (Le Monde/AFP )
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA

· ROAP

· RONA

· ROWA

Other UN News

· Environment News from the UN Daily News of  30 October 2007 (none) 

· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  30 October 2007 
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
The Canadian Press: VANOC teams with UN to turn Games green

(Also Appears in The Globe and Mail)

Tue 30 Oct 2007 

Dateline: VANCOUVER 

VANCOUVER -- The Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic Games wants to increase public awareness about the environment and has signed an agreement with the United Nations Environment Program to make that happen. 

Other Olympic cities have also partnered with the UN program, and Turin's 2006 Winter Games in particular is seen as having raised the environmental bar for Olympic events. 

VANOC's goal is to come up with innovative ways to minimize the environmental footprint of major events before, during and after the Games. 

Pal Schmitt, chairman of the International Olympic Committee's sport and environment commission, said in a statement yesterday that the 2010 Games in Vancouver will inspire sustainable action around the world. 

But Joe Foy of the Western Canada Wilderness Committee said the massive transportation infrastructure built for a few days of the Olympics will increase greenhouse-gas emissions long after the Games have come and gone. 

He said habitat for endangered species like the grizzly bear will also be destroyed with the building of the recreational legacy trails in Whistler. 

"For biologists, that's a really important development," he said of the neighbouring Callaghan Valley, believed to be grizzly habitat. 

"That, to me, more than anything, symbolizes the truth about VANOC's so- called green commitment," Mr. Foy said. 

VANOC head John Furlong was unavailable for comment, but officials have previously said the 2010 Games will be the most environmentally sustainable, with a goal of having carbon-neutral Games. 

Deborah Carlson, climate change co-ordinator for the David Suzuki Foundation, said she'd like to know what VANOC will do to mitigate the unavoidable carbon emissions from spectators flying to Vancouver for the Games. 

While other Olympic host cities have included officials and athletes in an attempt to deal with carbon emissions from transportation, Ms. Carlson said the impact of spectators has never been considered. 

Previous Olympic Games have also taken into account only emissions within the region. 

"What we'd like to see is some accounting for emissions for spectators that are coming from outside the region," Ms. Carlson said, adding that about 250, 000 visitors have flown to see the Games in other sites such as Salt Lake City and Turin. 

"Who is going to take responsibility for those emissions?" she said. "Is it going to be VANOC directly or is there going to be some mechanism whereby spectators, for example, would be encouraged to offset their flights?" 

Carbon offsets involve individuals, companies and governments compensating for greenhouse-gas emissions from air travel, for example, by paying for emission reductions elsewhere, including community projects such as tree planting. 

________________________________________________________________________

Vancouver Sun: UN agency to help Vanoc realize green Games plan; Organizers to participate in global forum in return
Tue 30 Oct 2007 

Byline: Derrick Penner 

The 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver will be delivered with a healthy dose of environmental awareness under the terms of an agreement between Olympic organizers and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

Having already committed to staging environmentally sustainable Games, the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games (Vanoc) signed a memorandum of understanding Monday in New York that promises both parties will cooperate on improving Vanoc's environmental performance and promoting environmental awareness. 

"We recognize how sport can play a role in development of life skills and influence individuals and communities around the world to make more sustainable choices," Vanoc CEO John Furlong said in New York. "Vancouver 2010 aims to use sport and the growing interest in sustainable living to inspire action on local and global sustainability challenges." 

Vanoc has already vowed to stage "zero-waste" and "carbon-neutral" Games. 

Furlong also highlighted Vanoc's efforts to downsize venue sites and make them energy efficient. 

UNEP promised to help Vanoc in its planning related to procurement and management of greenhouse gases in staging the Games. 

In turn, Vanoc said it will participate in UNEP-related events such as the Global Forum for Sport and Environment and World Environment Day. 

Monday's announcement did not indicate its implementation cost and Vanoc executives were not available Monday to answer further questions, but the memorandum states that nothing in the document will "constitute any financial obligation" to either party. 

Vanoc's critics worry the UNEP memorandum is more about appearances if it doesn't involve oversight of Vanoc's environmental performance.

Joe Foy, national campaign director for the Wilderness Committee, a B.C.-based conservation group and participant in a group called the Impact of the Olympics on Community, said that on the surface, the memorandum simply gives Vanoc "a green sheen [for] what they're doing." 

Vanoc has undertaken regular reporting on its sustainability efforts, and Foy said he does see "great value" in the green building practices and environmental awareness efforts Vanoc is making. 

However, Foy is critical of the impact that expanding the Sea to Sky Highway will have on increasing traffic and greenhouse gas emissions. He also wants to see Vanoc conduct studies on local grizzly bear populations in the Callaghan Valley near Whistler prior to construction of cross-country ski trails within the bears' habitat. 

Foy wonders whether UNEP will "make any pronouncement" on those issues. 

 ________________________________________________________________________

The Province: Environmental conference coming to Vancouver in '09

30 Oct 2007 

Byline: Damian Inwood 

Hundreds of international delegates will attend an environmental conference in Vancouver in 2009, marking the first time it will be held in Canada. 

The conference was included in a memorandum of understanding signed in New York yesterday between Vancouver 2010 and the United Nations Environment Program. 

"I am confident that we will draw a record attendance and build on the intense and growing interest in sustainability here in B.C., throughout Canada and worldwide," said 2010 CEO John Furlong. 

Premier Gordon Campbell said the conference reflects a growing worldwide recognition of the importance of fighting global warming. 

The 8th World Conference on Sport and the Environment will be held in spring 2009, said Furlong. 

Previous conferences were in Beijing, Nairobi, Turin, Nagano, Kuwait City, Rio de Janeiro and Lausanne. 

Delegates come from the International Olympic Committee, national Olympic committees, international sports federations, past and current Olympic organizing committees, candidate cities, major international sporting events, governments, corporate sponsors, academic institutions and environmental organizations. 

The annual meeting of the IOC Sport and Environment Commission is usually held in conjunction with the conference. 

dinwood@png.canwest.com 

 _______________________________________________________________________

GamesBids.com: Vancouver 2010 Partners With UNEP On Environment

Posted 11:53 am ET (GamesBids.com)

The Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games organizing committee (VANOC) signed an agreement Monday with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to enhance environmental performance at the 2010 Games and increase public awareness of the importance of environmental protection and sustainable development.

Vancouver 2010 has agreed to commit to building on the success of past Olympic Games organizing committees which signed Memoranda of Understanding with UNEP and to leave a lasting legacy in the host communities of Vancouver and Whistler, the province of British Columbia, Canada, and beyond; and to provide innovative ways to organize major events that minimize their environmental footprints before, during and after the Games.

Under the new agreement UNEP and VANOC will work together to develop and deliver environmental education and raise public awareness of environmental opportunities and issues in conjunction with the 2010 Winter Games.

UNEP may advise VANOC on environmental issues, including green house gas missions, ozone-friendly chemicals, waste management and “green procurement”. UNEP and VANOC will work together to inspire action on national and international environmental goals. 

Under the agreement VANOC will support and participate in certain UNEP events and initiatives such as World Environment Day and a global forum on sport and the environment.

The agreement comes shortly after the 7th World Conference on Sport and the Environment that took place in Beijing Oct. 25-27. At the conference IOC President Jacques Rogge confirmed that VANOC will host the next World Conference on Sport and the Environment in the spring of 2009. 

 ________________________________________________________________________

Green Building: UNEP, Olympic organizers strike deal on Vancouver games

Monday, October 29, 2007

Nathanial Gronewold, special to E&ENews PM

UNITED NATIONS -- Organizers of Vancouver's Winter Olympics signed a deal here today with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) to ensure that construction of facilities and operation of the 2010 games will meet or exceed the highest environmental standards.

The agreement gives organizers access to UNEP advisers "in the planning and delivery of the 2010 Winter Games, including through the provision of advice related to the environment on such things as procurement, contracting, greenhouse gas management, ozone management, and solid waste management."

Vancouver 2010 officials have declared their intention to make the next Winter Olympics the first zero waste and "carbon neutral" games. The agreement commits the two sides to ongoing technical contacts and to holding a minimum of two annual general meetings to review activities they are jointly undertaking.

Organizers have long said that they are committed to addressing all environmental concerns in planning all facilities. Such steps have included environmental assessments and scaling down the size of proposed venues. This latest initiative with UNEP will serve to enhance these longstanding efforts, they say.

"What the memorandum requires is for the organizing committee to place this as a high priority in terms of all of its work going forward," Vancouver Olympics CEO John Furlong said after today's signing ceremony." "Today we are two-and-a-half years to go, but we would like to think that when the games are over in 2010 people would look back at what happened in Vancouver and then say that the bar has been raised."

Furlong also expressed confidence that environmental planning would not hurt the games' bottom line, despite the added cost of "green procurement" and other careful measures.

"We will build those venues under budget," Furlong said. "We are expecting to pretty well break even at the end."

________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu: Yamuna activists write to UN environment chief 

Bindu Shajan Perappadan 

NEW DELHI: In an effort to promote activities for the security and revival of the Yamuna, the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan -- a citizens’ forum to protect the river -- has written to the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (Nairobi), Achim Steiner, to help limit the adverse environmental impact of hosting an international sporting event. 

The United Nations Environment Programme recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Indian Olympic Association for a “green” Commonwealth Games in 2010 in Delhi. 

“The river is the lifeline of Delhi and is under considerable environmental stress with all the construction activities that is planned on the riverbed for hosting the Commonwealth Games,” said Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan convenor Manoj Misra.

Stating that the Commonwealth Games today is not just a sporting event but has become a mega event with which is associated national prestige and hence necessitating massive infrastructural constructions, often at the cost of the natural environment of the host cities.

Mr. Misra in his letter said: “With the signing of the MoU it is hoped that at least now the site for the Games Village would be relocated out of the river bed. For in the absence of such a move any talk of a ‘green’ Commonwealth Games in Delhi would be hollow talk. We hope that the good name of your organisation would not be allowed to be sullied by association with an act which is environmentally unsound.”

___________________________________________________________________________

Daily Nation: Africa can meet its goals

(Also appeared in All Africa news)

Story by OLIVER MATHENGE

Publication Date: 10/31/2007

Improvement of the social and economic status in Africa has raised the continent’s capabilities of realising key Millennium Development Goals targets. 

The continent, however, still faces a number of environmental challenges in its quest to realising the same, a report released last week indicates. 

It says that land in Africa is under pressure because of increased demand for resources from its growing population, natural disasters, wrong technology use and chemicals. This, the report says, is one of the major issues that Africa must deal with in its strive to meet the MDGs.

The report further states that land degradation affecting about five million square kilometres of Africa - one sixth of the continent - is the biggest threat to the region realising its full potential. 

These findings and warnings are contained in the Global Environment Outlook 4 (GEO-4) from the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 

GEO-4 describes changes since 1987, assesses the current state of global atmosphere, land, water and bio-diversity and identifies priorities for action. Failure to address persistent problems, the report says, may undo all the achievements so far achieved.

Says the report: “The objective is not to present a dark and gloomy scenario, but an urgent call for action.”

The report also links degradation of land to rising poverty in the continent adding that it worsens hunger and makes conflict more likely. The most widespread form of degradation affecting the African land is soil erosion, it says. 

Badly nourished

The report also indicates that degradation has adversely affected agriculture meaning that more Africans are badly nourished. 

It says that agricultural production per head fell by 0.4 per cent between 2000 and 2004, and Africa is the only region in the world where the need for food aid is increasing. The report says the world as a whole is living far beyond its means as the human population is now so large that the amount of resources needed to sustain it exceeds what is available.

________________________________________________________________________

FrontPageMagazine.com: The UN's Eco-Socialist Agenda  

By Joseph Klein

Monday, October 29, 2007

The United Nations has just issued yet another scaremongering assessment of the world’s environment. It was put together by the UN’s principal environmental agency, known as the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). The best way to engineer transformation of the current legal system to global governance of the environment, under the auspices of the UN, is for its “experts” to first create the mass perception of an imminent cosmic cataclysm if humanity continues on its present course.[1]

The UNEP report, known as “Global Environment Outlook: Environment for Development (GEO-4)”, covers not just global warming. It covers all dimensions of environmental deterioration that UNEP claims are imminently putting “humanity at risk”. The report warns that we are in mortal danger of passing “unknown points of no return” on climate change, the rate of extinction of species, loss of fertile land through degradation, unsustainable pressure on resources and the challenge of feeding a growing population.

UNEP’s GEO-4 report places primary blame on over-population and the “the rising consumption of the rich”. The solution, according to the authors of the report, requires “fundamental changes in social and economic structures, including lifestyle changes.”

UNEP is serving up repackaged socialism, which one could call eco-socialism. Essentially it is saying that we have to choose between the capitalist free market or a habitable planet.

Bolivian President Evo Morales Ayma put it more bluntly during the United Nations meeting on Climate Change in New York last month:

“I think that capitalism is the worst enemy of humanity and if we do not change the model, change the system, then our presence, our debate, our exchange, and the proposals that we make in these meetings at the United Nations will be totally in vain… Where does this pollution come from? It comes from, and is generated by, the unsustainable development of a system which destroys the planet: in other words, capitalism.

I feel that it is important to organise an international movement to deal with the environment, a movement that will be above institutions, businesses and countries that just talk about commerce, that only think about accumulating capital. We have to organize a movement that will defend life, defend humanity, and save the earth.

I think that it is important to think about some regions, some sectors and some countries repaying what has often been called the ecological debt.”

The UNEP report adopts the Bolivian president’s eco-socialist philosophy. Its authors have little faith in free market technological solutions to environmental problems, or what they call “the technology-centred development paradigm". They are bringing back to life the long discredited economic theory of Thomas Robert Malthus, who predicted in the late eighteenth century that population growth would outstrip the growth of the world’s food supply, leading to a catastrophe of subsistence-level living conditions.

UNEP’s answer to its Malthusian dilemma is to re-organize political and economic institutions around an international structure dedicated to saving humanity and the planet. It is building on earlier UN-sponsored reports that criticized the political and economic principles of national sovereignty and free market institutions on the grounds that they prevented serious attention to the international dimensions of man-made environmental problems.

The UN Environmental Programme agency is positioning itself to serve as the “focal point” for concerted international action under what its website describes as “a coherent system of international environmental governance.” A grand vision for UNEP is to be on par with the World Trade Organization, with powers to require member states to act in accordance with established international norms and to take legal action it deems necessary against member states and private persons who violate these norms.

In the same week as the UNEP report was issued, the president of the UN General Assembly delivered a speech at the Harvard Business School which attacked traditional notions of national sovereignty. In his words, we need to “disaggregate, redistribute and devolve sovereignty, particularly at the individual and international level”. Under this scheme, the UN would have an “overarching role”. Although denying that he was calling for world government, he proclaimed that a “globalized world requires some degree of global governance.”

What would this mean in the environmental sphere? It would mean the creation of new mechanisms to “redistribute and devolve” national sovereignty to a much more powerful UNEP or some other global environmental organization overseeing a special world environment court. This court would have binding enforcement powers over member states and private parties.

Indeed, just a month ago it was reported that as “the United Nations takes an increasingly dominant role in guiding the climate change debate, there is renewed interest in a longstanding proposal for the creation of an international court to try environmental crimes.”[2]

Momentum is on the side of the environmental advocates who are relentlessly pushing for such a special court to try states, companies and individuals for environmental crimes. Based on the model of the International Criminal Court, which can try individuals for violations of international law, an environmental court would be the supreme legal authority for settling issues regarding harm to the environment of any sort. The basis of its legal operations would be a global environmental charter.

Make no mistake about the likely outcome of such global court decisions. Americans will be the losers. As in all UN bodies except the Security Council, where we retain our veto power, the anti-American bloc will usually prevail. There will be no appeal to our own courts established under the U.S. Constitution, including the Supreme Court.

We can address common problems like the environment that transcend national borders without forfeiting self-government under our own Constitution. Each country should be able to enact and enforce its own laws under that country's governmental process rather than submit to some supra-national rulemaking or judicial behemoth, run through the United Nations or a spin-off international body. This is in keeping with the UN Charter's original goal-setting approach to global problems that transcend national boundaries, to be achieved through cooperation among sovereign nations. It is also the only way to keep faith with our own Constitution. Global interdependence can be acknowledged without giving up national independence.

The United Nations and its backers around the world have a very different agenda. They are trying to bring about a paradigm shift in international relations. They want to move away from state-to-state dealings, where only the UN’s member states have been the subjects of binding treaties and international law dispute resolution. Instead, on every issue that they believe affects human rights, including the environment, they want to establish a body of international law prescribing basic universal rights and obligations. These international norms would be enforceable against any transgressor in one or more global forums that are open to individuals who claim that their rights have been detrimentally affected. The global forums would be vested with authority to assign individual liability to defendants and to generate enforceable remedies.

This is the direction that we may be heading, particularly if the left re-captures the White House. Even President Bush is bowing to political pressure. He supports the UN’s Law of the Sea Treaty that is now sailing through the Senate for ratification. Just imagine what President Hillary Clinton will do when she takes office. What scarier thought can there be during this Halloween season!

________________________________________________________________________

Caribbean Net News: Barbados Cabinet approves ozone protection regulations

Published on Wednesday, October 31, 2007


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados: The government of Barbados has put in place a control system to restrict the importation of known ozone depleting substances (ODS) so the island could be on schedule to further reduce its usage of the material.

Word of this development has come from Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy and the Environment, Lionel Nurse, who said Barbados had already achieved the January 1, 2005, target of a 50 per cent decrease in the use of ozone depleting substances. He also revealed that a further 85 per cent reduction must be realised by next year and 100 per cent by 2010.

While addressing a “Train the Trainers” workshop for customs officers on monitoring and controlling imports and exports of ODS, Nurse disclosed that Cabinet recently approved the regulation of ozone depleting substances here, in keeping with the provisions of the Montreal Protocol which Barbados signed on to in 1993.

According to him, Barbados’ current state of compliance was achieved through the establishment of the Barbados Refrigerant Management Plan (RMP) developed in 2004. “This allows for the development of strategies that will limit the access to ozone depleting substances by refrigerant servicing enterprises, and targets both the supply and demand sides of these substances,” he stated.

The Permanent Secretary explained that one of the components of the refrigerant management plan was the development of the Import/Export Licensing System to monitor and control trade in ozone depleting substances, such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), and the types of equipment which use these substances, including refrigerators, automobiles and chillers.

“By its establishment, the Import/Export Licensing System will allow for outcomes such as a more structured way of monitoring those controlled substances which are used in Barbados and take into consideration the varying phase-out schedules of each of the controlled substances,” he said.

Nurse stressed that the successful implementation of the system required collaboration among a number of agencies, including the Customs Department, law enforcement agencies, the Ministry of Trade, Customs Brokers and the importers. He said it was important that the current training coincided with the establishment of the licensing system to support the legal framework under which it would operate.

He promised that the Ministry of the Environment would make every effort to ensure that the switch towards alternatives would be beneficial to the environment, while being economically feasible for the businesses involved. Under the RMP, he said, the Ministry would distribute recovery and recycling machines to various mobile air-conditioning businesses across the island to allow them to recycle the refrigerant gas when servicing vehicles.

The workshop runs for five days and is being sponsored by the Ministry of Energy and the Environment and the United Nations Environment Programme.

Other Environment News
Reuters: Climate change theme for UN's Ban on tour

Tue Oct 30, 2007 5:34pm EDT

By Patrick Worsnip

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who has made climate change a priority, will visit the Antarctic and the Amazon rain forest during a South American tour starting next week, the United Nations said on Tuesday.

The visits will be "so that he can see first-hand the effects of climate change and deforestation on the environment," U.N. spokeswoman Marie Okabe told a news briefing.

Ban is preparing for a U.N. climate change conference to be held in Bali, Indonesia, in December, which is expected to kick off negotiations on a new accord to curb carbon emissions after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012, Okabe said.

Ban, who began his job this year, has focused strongly on the environment and staged a climate change summit at the United Nations on September 24, on the eve of the annual General Assembly gathering of world leaders.

Okabe said he would visit Punta Arenas on the southern tip of Chile, located beneath a hole in the ozone layer, and the nearby Torres del Paine national park, where glaciers have been affected by global warming.

During the trip to Antarctica he would be briefed by scientists at research stations, she said.

Later in Brazil, Ban would meet researchers and indigenous groups in the Amazon region and visit an ethanol plant. Ethanol made from sugar cane is a growth industry in Brazil, where three quarters of new cars run on a mix of biofuel and gasoline.

Biofuels are a controversial subject at the United Nations, however. A U.N. special envoy on the right to food called last week for a five-year moratorium on them, saying it was a "crime against humanity" to convert food crops to fuel.

Ban's trip will not be confined to the environment. He will also pay an official visit to Argentina and attend the November 8-10 Ibero-American summit, grouping leaders of European and American Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking countries, in the Chilean capital Santiago.

Returning to the climate change theme, he will visit Valencia, Spain, on November 17, where the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, or IPCC, is releasing its latest report. The IPCC and former U.S. Vice President Al Gore won this year's Nobel Peace Prize.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Merkel asks India to do more on climate change

Tue Oct 30, 2007 10:37pm EDT

By Y.P. Rajesh

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - German Chancellor Angela Merkel urged India, one of the world's biggest polluters, to do more to combat climate change on Tuesday, saying her country was willing to help New Delhi make progress.

Merkel, a former environment minister who has pushed global warming to the top of her international agenda, said rich nations and emerging economies needed to strike a balance over the amount of responsibility they need to shoulder to prevent climate change and not fight over it.

"We have to prove that we are willing to strike a balance," Merkel told business leaders in New Delhi during a four-day visit to India. "Multilateral agreements are of the essence."

Germany could help India become a more efficient user of energy by sharing technology to avoid "mistakes we made in the industrial countries," she said, speaking through a translator.

"Climate change, beyond the substantive issue that it is, is a very good issue for us to learn to shoulder common responsibilities," she said.

Emerging economies like China and India, also major polluters, are opposed to strict new environmental regulations or energy constraints as they fear such steps could strangle their economic growth.

They demand that industrialized nations, traditionally the chief polluters, bear the brunt of emission cuts.

Scientists say climate change is expected to have a serious impact in South Asia as the region depends on monsoon rains and Himalayan glacier-fed rivers, and has a long coastline.

Receding glaciers could jeopardize water supplies for hundreds of millions of people and rising sea levels could menace cities such as Mumbai and Kolkata, as well as neighboring Bangladesh.

SUPPORT NEW CLIMATE DEAL

New Delhi is expected to draw up a national plan to tackle global warming by the end of this year and Indian experts say the country has already achieved substantial energy efficiency.

A joint statement issued at the end of Merkel's talks with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said the two sides agreed there is an urgent need to find effective and practical solutions to address climate change concerns.

They called on all parties to "actively and constructively" participate in talks to hammer out a new global climate deal to curb emissions after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Merkel's visit to India, her first as chancellor, is largely aimed at boosting business ties between the two countries, whose trade touched about 10.5 billion euros ($15 billion) four years ahead of an official target.

Merkel said after her talks with Singh the two countries had agreed to double the $15 billion figure by 2012.

India, Asia's third-biggest economy, has grown at an average of 8.6 percent in the last four years and is expected to maintain a similar rate in the coming years.

However, it needs huge investments in infrastructure. German businessmen traveling with Merkel said New Delhi needed to lift caps set on foreign investment in insurance, banking, retail and telecommunications sectors.

This could push Germany up from its ranking as the sixth largest foreign investor in India, they said, as relations between the two countries blossom after having briefly cooled following India's nuclear tests in 1998.

"I am absolutely convinced that Germany and India can do a lot together and that they also want to do a lot together," Merkel said.

________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian: Malaria moves in behind the loggers

Deforestation and climate change are returning the mosquito-borne disease to parts of Peru after 40 years

Andrés Schipani in Mazán and John Vidal

Tuesday October 30, 2007

The Guardian 

A mosquito filling up on human blood

The afternoon is hot and sticky on the banks of the Napo river, an arm of the Amazon, but Claudio, a logger, is shivering in his creaky wooden bed.

"I feel bad, very bad, pain all over my body, fever, high fever, shudders," he says. "I have malaria; this is the 17th time so far. I don't know what to do any more."

The mosquito-borne illness has returned to the many villages only accessible by boat in the Peruvian Amazon, inflicting on the inhabitants days of fever, permanent anaemia and - in the worst cases - death.

In Peru, malaria was almost eradicated 40 years ago, but this year 64,000 cases have been registered in the country, half in the Amazon region. It is thought there are many more unregistered cases deep within the massive and humid rainforest, where health authorities find it almost impossible to gain access.

"Malaria is present. There have been 32,000 cases this year in this area alone - that says malaria is very much present," said Hugo Rodríguez, a doctor at the Andean Health Organisation, which is fighting malaria in border areas of Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela.

His organisation distributes mosquito nets to some villagers, spreading the message through the area that the illness is dangerous and - where they can identify the cases - helping in post-infection treatment.

"Now we are not talking about eradicating malaria any more, as that is impossible and unsustainable; we are doing our best to try and control it," he added.

Climate change and deforestation are behind the return of malaria in the Peruvian Amazon.

Off-season rain is altering the pattern of mosquito development, leaving puddles containing the lethal larvae in areas where malaria had been nonexistent.

"The actual malaria problem of the Peruvian Amazon is caused by constant climate changes," said biologist Carlos Pacheco, head of the mosquito control unit in Iquitos, the regional capital south of Mazán.

And deforestation is having a similar effect, forcing the mosquito to move to new areas and spreading the disease to places where people are not aware of the disease, where villagers lack the means to get hold of mosquito nets and preventive medicines, and where health authorities have no presence.

"Every time we fight the mosquito, we feel we are fighting against a much more evolved and adaptable one, one that can easily migrate to areas that were clean of malaria before and that are very hard to access," said Mr Pacheco.

Two scientific reports last year linked malaria with deforestation. Peruvian researchers found that frontier areas cleared of trees for logging, settlements, roads, farming or mining were far more likely to harbour malaria-carrying mosquitoes.

In one Peruvian study, researchers said the biting rate of mosquitoes in deforested areas was nearly 300 times greater than in virgin forests. Increases in human population density had no impact on biting rates.

The insects lay their eggs and thrive in open, sunlit pools of water. Roadbuilders dig channels and culverts which become blocked, silt washes off farmland blocking streams, and opencast mines and new settlements create ideal breeding grounds.

Anyone who catches malaria in the Amazon region has few opportunities for treatment. Even in the most densely populated areas, there are few health centres.

Loggers are the mosquitoes' main victim.

"The districts with the higher logging activity are the critical ones, making the disease there to be almost impossible to control," said Dr Rodríguez.

"It is very hard to access the areas where the clearing of the rainforest occurs and these people are not conscious of the risks and once infected - and sometimes because of the illegality of this activity - loggers are very reluctant to get treated by health authorities."

Alongside the Amazon river and its many tributaries, poverty-stricken loggers like Claudio move deep into the rainforest, in areas where malaria is prevalent, without taking any precautions and for meagre wages.

Pointing at his neighbour's one-year-old son who is recovering from the disease, Arquímedes of the village of Manacamiri near Iquitos said: "Here most people suffer from this disease, from malaria.

"There are no other diseases like this, no other problems like this here ... We have now become the malaria zone."

Behind him, the bank of the low Nanay river seems nothing more than a mud puddle with mosquitoes buzzing around.

"Children, elderly, how many deaths we already had," said Arquímedes.

"At the beginning we had no idea what it was, and it was malaria ... there is not a single day without a malaria patient."

________________________________________________________________________

The Australian: Closing the climate change policy gap

October 31, 2007 

Labor finally admits the Government was right all along

THE uncomfortable facts about climate change have forced Labor to admit the inconvenient truth about its own position on global warming. If Labor wins office, Mr Rudd may find himself in the same position for which Labor has long criticised the Howard Government, refusing to ratify a post-Kyoto agreement because it does not include developing nations such as China and India. 

First the facts: Australia is responsible for 1.4 per cent of global carbon emissions and this figure is expected to fall to 1 per cent by 2050. The developing world is responsible for 50per cent of global emissions and this share will increase to 75 per cent of emissions by 2050. By the middle of this century, the carbon emissions of China and India, at 32.1 per cent of the world total, will exceed the emissions of the US, Europe, Russia, Japan, Brazil, Canada and Australia combined. Global warming is, by definition, a global problem.

 The impact of carbon emissions does not respect national borders. In short, cutting Australia's carbon emissions, even by 100 per cent, will have almost zero impact on the human contribution to climate change. Without including China and India, any future climate change agreement is virtually meaningless. By agreeing to cut emissions after the existing Kyoto agreement expires in 2012, without insisting that China and India also make real cuts, Australia would simply be sending jobs and energy-intensive industries to the developing world. 

These are the facts that Labor environment spokesman Peter Garrett tried to ignore in media interviews this week when he said that Labor might sign on to a post-2012 Kyoto-type accord without similar commitments from developing nations. Opposition Leader Kevin Rudd was forced to override Mr Garrett and declare that the inclusion of India and China was "fundamental" to any agreement to succeed Kyoto and a "precondition" of Labor's support. By going public, Mr Garrett removed the opportunity for Labor to continue to exploit community and media ignorance about what is needed to address global warming. 

Mr Rudd claims it is the Government that has this week changed its stance to support different arrangements for developed nations and the developing world. However, the Government agreed at APEC for a climate change deal that would "respect differences in national circumstances" and "be consistent with common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities." 

The squeeze for Labor this week has been to either support the Howard Government's attempts to bind developing countries into a global agreement, in which case there was no substantial policy difference between them, or to open the possibility for an agreement that excluded India and China, a policy that would inevitably export Australian jobs and industry. Mr Rudd was asked directly on ABC radio by Chris Uhlmann: 

"Will you sign a post-2012 agreement that doesn't have as an essential prerequisite developing countries cutting their greenhouse gas emissions?" Mr Rudd eventually replied: "A prerequisite or a precondition for us supporting the commitments regime under the second commitment period under Kyoto (is that) we would need to have the developing countries accept commitments at that period." 

So this is the Rudd position. A Rudd government in five years' time would refuse to sign Kyoto 2 if China and India were not included. It's the very position for which Mr Rudd criticises Mr Howard on Kyoto 1. 

Labor claims that Mr Howard's lack of leadership in not ratifying the Kyoto Protocol had allowed China to resist global pressure to reduce emissions. This argument is flawed at several levels. First, there is no evidence that Australia's ratification of Kyoto would have had any bearing on China's actions whatsoever. Second, it ignores the Howard Government's success in securing the Sydney Declaration at APEC in which, for the first time, China and the US committed to emission-reduction targets, albeit long-term aspirational ones. 

Labor is continuing the fiction that the Eurocentric Kyoto agreement represents the Holy Grail of fixing the climate change problem. In truth, it is a system devised by the nuclear-powered states of Europe, led by France, which is biased against the world's coal-fired economies, notably the US. Europe's Kyoto advantage derives from the credits received for shutting down the inefficient industries inherited from the former communist Eastern Bloc. Despite this, unlike Australia, many European countries will not meet their Kyoto obligations. 

Whether Australia ratifies the Kyoto agreement now is of little real consequence. Having met its targets, there would be little economic cost for the nation. It is therefore possible to appreciate the logic in Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull's unsuccessful cabinet submission that by ratifying Kyoto the Government could limit the political attacks against it, just as the release of terror trainee David Hicks from Guantanamo Bay instantly removed that issue from the electoral landscape. 

While making the obvious point on Kyoto may have improved Mr Turnbull's image with some voters, the leaking of cabinet deliberations, whoever was responsible, has probably done long-term damage to his leadership aspirations within the Liberal Party. Mr Howard was never likely to agree. 

Rather than ratifying Kyoto, it is more important that Australia gets its position right for the development of a carbon trading scheme that can fit into a global system to emerge from negotiations for a post-Kyoto framework. This means not agreeing to targets before discussions even begin. Global warming was assumed to be a strong suit for Labor, but events of this week have exposed Mr Garrett as an inexperienced politician and out of his depth when dealing with the Realpolitik of climate change. Mr Rudd has been forced to acknowledge that, faced with actually having to make the hard decisions, he would probably act exactly as the Howard Government has done. 

This is a sensible position that recognises Australia alone cannot save the world from climate change. The wrong decisions can, however, make things much worse for the nation's economic wellbeing.

__________________________________________________________________________

Morning News: Sustainability Center To Participate In Climate Change Campaign

FAYETTEVILLE -- A group attempting to raise environmental awareness will take part in a national climate change campaign on Saturday.

The NWA Sustainability Center will be host of an education session 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in front of the Fayetteville Town Center. The session coincides with the Fayetteville Farmers' Market.

The group said the event is in tandem with the National Day of Climate Action and the "Step It Up" campaign, according to a news release.

"Many regional businesses and civic groups will be there to educate the public about sustainability, including basic information on how to handle our population growth, energy and water supply, and transportation needs," the release said.

Participants will be encouraged to create a "video pledge" to encourage environmentally friendly practices.

"For each person, the imperative is real, whether it be morality, economics or convenience," said Matthew Petty, founder of the sustainability center. "It is time to realize that everyone in Northwest Arkansas has a vested interest in this movement."

________________________________________________________________________

Antara: Climate change meeting to be attended by over 10,000 participants

Denpasar, Bali (ANTARA) - At least 10,000 participants are expected to attend the Global Warming and Climate Change Conference to be held in Bali, December 2007, according to Bali Governor Dewa Beratha.

"We hope that the implementation of the major conference will be successful and smooth so that it could improve the tourism image of Bali in particularly and Indonesia in general," Governor Dewa Beratha said when receiving Austrian Ambassador to Indonesia Dr Klaus Wolfer.

The Governor said that Indonesia would do its utmost to make the conference a success, and hoped for the support from other countries, including Austria. (*)

________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Welle: Germany Urges India to Do More in Climate Change Fight

Chancellor Merkel being greeted by India's Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  Chancellor Merkel (l) is welcomed by India's Prime Minister Singh on her first visit as Germany's leader

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, on a visit to India, has urged Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to do more on climate change and said Germany could help India use energy more efficiently by sharing technology.

Together, Germany and India have urged all nations to actively contribute to negotiations for a comprehensive climate protection treaty that is to succeed the Kyoto Protocol in 2012.

The two countries made the request in a joint statement issued in New Delhi on Tuesday, Oct. 30, following a meeting between Chancellor Angela Merkel and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

"India and Germany recognize the urgent need to find effective and practical solutions to address concerns regarding climate change and its implications for humankind," the joint statement said, as reported by the dpa news agency.

A picture of the earth from spaceBildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  Countries with burgeoning economies, like India and China, are becoming big polluters

"These would include mitigation and adaptation strategies in a manner that supports further economic and social development in particular of developing countries," the statement said.

Merkel urges India to do more
But Merkel, a former environment minister who has made global warming a top priority on her international agenda, also urged India to do more to combat climate change. She said Germany is willing to help New Delhi use energy more efficiently by sharing technology to avoid "mistakes we made in the industrialized countries," she said, according to Reuters.

The Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012, requires developed countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. A United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) conference is scheduled for December in Indonesia to hash out a new comprehensive agreement.

But emerging economies like China and India, and some of the world's top polluters, oppose tough new regulations. They argue that such measures could strangle economic growth. They also say that industrialized countries, such as the United States, Australia and the EU members, have produced the bulk of greenhouse gas emissions in the past and should bear a larger burden in the climate change fight.

However, India -- one of the fastest-growing economies in the world -- is expected to reveal a national plan to combat global warming by the end of the year. Analysts in India have said the country has already made major inroads regarding energy efficiency.

 Nuclear possibilities
Merkel smiling at SinghBildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  Merkel has more than pleasantries in mind in India

Singh also announced at the joint press conference Tuesday, following his meeting with Merkel, that he was still trying to push through a nuclear energy deal with the United States. Singh has said that an agreement would help India meet its burgeoning energy needs.

Merkel welcomed the move and eyed chances for more business should India enter an international network of civil nuclear commerce.

"From the point of view of Germany, we would like to see India incorporated into the international (nuclear safeguards) regime...then Germany and India could do a lot together," she said, according to the AFP news agency.

Until now, Singh's nuclear plan has been blocked by coalition partners.

Merkel's visit to India is aimed at improving economic ties between the two countries. Accompanied by a high-level business delegation, Merkel called for a strategic partnership between New Delhi and Berlin.

Trade between the two countries has already reached 10.5 billion euros ($15 billion).

DW staff (als)

________________________________________________________________________

East African Standard: Burning of waste cited as harmful   

Published on October 31, 2007, 12:00 am

By Wandera Ojanji

Be warned — your preferred waste disposal method, waste burning, is more dangerous to the environment and your health than a heap of garbage.

Burning waste releases harmful chemical substances into the atmosphere. Studies indicate that the bulk of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) come from this.

The pollutants are chemical substances that persist in the environment, accumulate through the food chain and could cause adverse effects to human health and the environment.

Prof James ole Kiyapi, the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Environment, said on Tuesday: "Our general assessment is that there are too many harmful substances released into the environment and whose effects we cannot predict. This exposes the populace to suffering and diseases."

Kiyapi acknowledged that agriculture is the backbone of the economy, but cautioned against over reliance on chemicals. Due to the inability to effectively manage waste, chemicals posed grave risks to Kenyans.

"In Kenya, we depend largely on agriculture and agro-industries. Chemicals, which account for seven per cent of the gross domestic product and waste management, can derail our efforts to improve our quality of life," he added.

However, despite the limited studies on POPs, there is evidence that there is widespread pollution from harmful chemicals. The sources are widely spread in the country, ranging from agricultural practices, use of electrical transformers, capacitors, uncontrolled burning and industrial processes, among others.

"Studies on pesticides and their breakdown have detected their presence in rivers and lake ecosystems at varying concentrations and frequencies. Species’ death has been noted in some fragile ecosystems and POPs cannot be ruled out," said the PS.

His remarks were in a speech read on his behalf at the opening of the Regional Organisation Group Inception Workshop in the African Region on POPs in Nairobi.

Experts at the workshop said they would develop a harmonized organizational framework for collecting data or information on the presence of POPs in Africa, with emphasis on monitoring the POPs in human milk and blood.

Studies show that organic compound residues exist in the Lake Victoria catchment, a revelation that calls for more studies to establish the level of chemicals in living organisms.

Kiyapi also called for more intensive studies to establish the main sources of chemicals.

_______________________________________________________________________

Reuters: China may bar polluting firms from export markets

Tue Oct 30, 2007 10:01pm EDT

BEIJING (Reuters) - China has threatened to bar firms that pollute from exporting overseas, in Beijing's latest push to reduce the environmental impact of the country's economic growth, the official Xinhua agency reported late on Tuesday.

Firms that seriously breach environmental protection rules would be banned from trading abroad for one to three years, the country's environmental watchdog and its commerce ministry have said.

Zhang Lijun, vice director of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), said the two bodies will work together to boost supervision of exporters, but did not comment on when the new rules might come into effect.

"(We) will set up a database to collect information of those exporters who violate environmental protection rules and also keep details of efforts made to clean up their act by these exporting companies," Zhang was quoted saying.

China has tightened environmental rules in recent years as it struggles to deal with a rising tide of pollution that is causing health costs and public discontent to mount.

But analysts say it is struggling to enforce new legislation, as local officials, who for years were encouraged to pursue growth at any cost, struggle to change their priorities.

________________________________________________________________________

AFP: GM sets up clean fuel research lab in China

BEIJING (AFP) — US giant General Motors said Monday it would launch a 250-million-dollar alternative fuel research centre in China, as it looks to dramatically ramp up production of more environmentally friendly cars.

The new centre in Shanghai, which will conduct research into fuels and vehicles, will be launched in conjunction with the firm's Shanghai auto partner, SAIC, GM's chief executive Rick Wagoner told reporters.

GM also said it would begin selling a hybrid vehicle model in China next year using locally made engines.

"GM is proud to be announcing one of the most important and far-reaching collaborative strategies to promote energy efficiency and environmentally friendly transportation in China and around the world," Wagoner said.

GM expects hybrid and biofuel vehicles will comprise around 10 percent of its worldwide production of 9.2 to 9.4 million units this year.

"(But) if you look out five years or so, I think that number is going to be significantly higher. It could be 50 percent of global production," Wagoner said.

The first phase of construction, in which the Chinese government is a partner, will be completed next year.

The centre will focus on developing bio and other alternative fuels, and the engines for them, Wagoner said.

An additional agreement with SAIC and Beijing's Tsinghua University will establish a five-million-dollar clean fuel research laboratory in the Chinese capital.

"The centre is responsible for reducing China's dependence on petroleum-based fuels," Wagoner said.

"China has the potential to become the market leader in the adoption of alternative propulsion systems."

With climate change and pollution in the global spotlight, China's auto industry, one of the main engines of its booming economy, has come under scrutiny.

A recent report from the State Environmental Protection Administration said car fumes caused 79 percent of air contamination in China's highly polluted cities on bad days.

Auto sales in China, the world's second largest car market after the United States, soared in the first nine months of 2007 to 4.58 million units, a 23.84 percent increase from a year ago, Chinese state media said.

Detroit-based General Motors expects to sell more than one million vehicles in China for the first time this year, compared with 876,747 units in 2006.

For his part, SAIC chairman Chen Hong said his company planned to produce 10,000 hybrid fuel vehicles a year by 2010, as it steps up a commitment to find cleaner ways to power vehicles.

The global automobile industry is in the process of movoing production away from highly-developed countries and into emerging markets.

Sales in countries like China, India, Russia and South Africa have taken off. GM said in August these markets will account for a quarter of its new car sales, exceeding North America.

______________________________________________________________________

International Herald: Nuclear ambitions fan controversy in Bulgaria 

By Matthew Brunwasser

Tuesday, October 30, 2007 

SOFIA: As governments around the world struggle to secure energy supplies, cut carbon emissions and adapt to rising oil prices, Bulgaria has adopted an ambitious solution: Construct a new nuclear power plant, the country's second, near the northern town of Belene, across the Danube from Romania.

Critics say the project is economically flawed, open to corruption and mismanagement, and will cement Russian dominance of Bulgaria's energy sector while putting Bulgarian taxpayers at risk of footing the bill. The government says global energy pressures make the project necessary.

At a cost that is likely to exceed the contracted €4 billion, or $5.8 billion - already 16 percent of Bulgaria's gross domestic product last year - the nuclear plant at Belene is the most expensive public works project in the country's post-Communist history. Construction was actually started in the Communist era, in 1981, but the project was cancelled in 1990, before reactors were installed but after some $1 billion had been spent, as Bulgaria struggled with an economic crisis.

In 2003, the government of the then prime minister and former exiled king, Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, announced the resurrection of the Belene project.

NEK, the state-owned national electricity company, will hold a 51 percent stake in the plant. Bids for the remaining 49 percent stake were taken until Oct. 17 from five short-listed private investors: Enel, of Italy; E.ON and RWE, from Germany; the Czech power utility CEZ; and the Belgian power company Electrabel, owned by the French utility Suez.

Construction restarted this year with a €250 million loan from BNP Paribas. The project is awaiting a technical report by the European Commission before applying for an additional €350 million loan from Euratom to finance the second stage of construction. If the loan is approved, it would be the first time that Euratom financed the construction of new nuclear capacity rather than expanding existing facilities.

The government is pushing Belene to offset the loss of production that followed last year's closure of two reactors at the country's Kozloduy nuclear plant, in the northwest of the country. Bulgaria agreed to shut down the reactors for safety reasons as part of its entry into the European Union in 1999.

After the reactor closures, electricity exports were expected to end completely. But NEK announced this month that Bulgaria still planned to export 3.6 million megawatt-hours this year, down from 7.7 million in 2006.

In the past, Bulgaria covered 70 percent of the power import requirements of Greece, Romania, Serbia and Macedonia. Belene is seen as a carbon-free means to win back these markets.

The Bulgarian Prime Minister, Sergei Stanishev, told Parliament in January that Bulgaria's energy policy was "totally consistent with the priorities of the EU energy policy, to build competitive national, regional and European-wide markets while protecting the environment and ensuring safe energy supplies."

"Not having its own resources of natural gas, oil and high calorie coal, Bulgaria's choice of building the Belene nuclear power plant is first and foremost a choice in favor of energy independence from fossil fuel supplies, which come precisely from Russia," he said.

Independence from Russia energy supplies, however, is not self-evident at Belene. Bulgaria has awarded a contract to Atomstroyexport, in which the Russian gas giant Gazprom owns an 84 percent stake, to build the plant and install two 1,000 megawatt water-pressurized reactors. As a result, Belene will be the first Russian nuclear plant built in the European Union.

Russia already provides 100 percent of Bulgaria's natural gas, 89 percent of its imported crude oil - which is processed at the only Bulgarian oil refinery, owned by the Russian company Lukoil - and 36 percent of its hard coal imports. Russia also provides all the nuclear fuel for the Kozloduy power plant, and recycles all its spent fuel.

"All the economists have attacked Belene on the basis of price, state guarantees and independence," said Georgy Ganev, an economist at the Center for Liberal Strategies in Sofia. "You can't completely lock yourself into Russian technology and Russian-supplied fuel at a moment when you are capable of diversifying."

Critics say that money spent on Belene would be better used on less glamorous improvements of energy efficiency like insulating buildings. Bulgaria, according to 2004 figures from Eurostat, the European statistics office, is by far the most energy-inefficient state in Europe, using eight times more energy than the average amount used in the 27 EU member states to produce every €1 of gross domestic product.

Analysts have also attacked the lack of public debate and the inconsistency of government statements on the extent of state-backed financial guarantees, saying the opacity masks a determination to build the plant regardless of cost.

One vocal critic, Krassen Stanchev of the Institute for Market Economics in Sofia, has estimated the cost to the state at 2.1 percent of Bulgaria's annual GDP.

"Belene has no clear economic or technical rationale," said Ivan Ivanov, a member of Parliament from the opposition party, Democrats for a Strong Bulgaria, who sits on the parliamentary energy commission. "Electricity exports are not profitable when the state invests €4 billion in the construction of Belene. If it was profitable, the private sector would do it."

One possibility could be for NEK to offer a 15-year fixed-price electricity purchasing guarantee, said Djurica Tankosic, a senior vice-president at WorleyParsons, the architect and engineering contractor on the project. "We are looking at the optimal structure of the securitization of this project," Tankosic said.

Financial guarantees are currently the subject of negotiation with potential investors, but Tankosic said the state would not cover 100 percent of the investment risks.

One major unknown for the project is what the price of electricity will be in 2014, when Belene is expected to begin producing for the national electricity grid. Other countries are also building new capacity to feed the growing economies and energy needs of the region. In neighboring Romania, for example, the Cernavoda nuclear power plant started commercial operation of its second 700 megawatt reactor this month.

According to Standard and Poor's, the credit rating agency, "NEK's intention to participate as a majority owner in the Belene nuclear project could significantly increase the company's exposure to operating, regulatory, market, and environmental risk."

Some critics say that rather than meeting Bulgaria's economic needs, the project is a response to lobbying pressures from the country's several thousand nuclear professionals whose livelihood has been threatened by the progressive closure of Kozloduy. They also say that corruption has long been rampant in the arcane world of public procurement in energy, dominated by a handful of companies close to those in power.

Ognyan Minchev, director of the Institute for Regional and International Studies, in Sofia, charged that Russian interests had used direct cash payments to individuals to influence procurement decisions in similar projects. "Russian companies and Russian authorities have absolute freedom of what we might call 'informal personal influencing' of public officials in countries like Bulgaria," Minchev said, without citing specific examples.

Ganev, the economist, said that as much as one-third of the cost of Belene could be channeled into questionable payments.

One allegation of corruption surfaced this year when the city council of Svishtov, a town located 10 kilometers, or six miles, from Belene that opposes the project on environmental grounds, brought to the attention of prosecutors a $7.8 million contract for an environmental impact statement and feasibility study signed by NEK with Parsons E&C Europe, which has since been renamed WorleyParsons Europe.

Some Bulgarian nuclear engineers said that nearly the same work had already been carried out at the site by the state firm Energoproekt, for about $150,000.

Justifying the contract and its cost, Tankosic, who signed on behalf of Parsons, said the work involved was a "very in-depth review" by a large group of licensed companies. "The process was absolutely transparent and it was absolutely by the books when it comes to Bulgarian regulations," he said. Officials at NEK declined to comment.

Three months after receiving the complaint, the prosecutor's office has yet to determine in which jurisdiction it should be investigated. Bulgaria has long been criticized by the EU for a dilatory approach to corruption issues.

Deutsche Bank and UniCredit backed out of financing Belene in July, after Deutsche Bank cited environmental risks as well as the bank's commitment to social responsibility. German environmentalists say there is a danger of seismic activity in the region, and that the Russian reactor should not be licensed because it lacks a safety appraisal.

"According to our laws and solid political orientation, we are in the European Union and NATO," said Ivanov, the opposition member of Parliament. "But in the most important economic sector of the 21st century - energy - we are still in the sphere of Russia."

_______________________________________________________________________

Guardian: Prince Harry quizzed by police about shooting of rare birds

Severin Carrell, Scotland correspondent

Wednesday October 31, 2007

Prince Harry and a close friend have been interviewed by police after two rare and legally protected birds of prey were killed on the royal family's Sandringham estate in Norfolk last week.

The prince is understood to have been out shooting on the estate last Wednesday evening, with a friend believed to be from the Van Cutsem family, when witnesses saw two hen harriers in flight being shot, an offence under wildlife protection legislation which carries a prison sentence of up to six months or a £5,000 fine.

Article continues

Sources have told the Guardian that the prince and his friend were the only people known to be out shooting on the estate last Wednesday evening, and were quickly identified to Norfolk police by the Prince of Wales's staff. It is understood both men were interviewed in person, but have denied any involvement in the incident.

Last night a spokeswoman for Clarence House said: "Because Prince Harry and a friend were both in the area at the time, the police have been in contact with them, and asked them if they have any information that could help. Unfortunately, they've no knowledge of the alleged incident."

No one in the Van Cutsem family could be reached for comment last night, and Norfolk police refused to discuss the investigation.

The deaths have alarmed conservationists. Although widespread in other parts of the UK, hen harriers are rare in England, where there are estimated to be about 20 breeding pairs, compared with 500 pairs in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The RSPB says the species is the most persecuted bird of prey; it is one of only two - the other is the sea eagle - birds of prey on the UK's "red list" of most endangered species.

The deaths, close to Dersingham Bog nature reserve on the edge of Sandringham estate, were witnessed by a staff member of Natural England, the government's conservation agency which runs the nature reserve, and two members of the public.

A spokesman for Natural England said last night: "We were shocked that two of the rarest birds of prey that we have in England had been shot." The eyewitnesses on the reserve "were watching the birds, saw them in the air, heard a shot and saw one of them fall and heard another shot and saw that one fall". An RSPB spokesman said last night that gamekeepers on country estates, particularly in areas known for grouse or pheasant shooting, were the most likely to see hen harriers as an "enemy" because they feed on game birds. "We take any allegations of killing of hen harriers very seriously, particularly because it is one of only two birds of prey on the 'red list'.

He added: "We regard persecution as a major threat, and whilst it's still a police investigation, if the allegations are substantiated, it would be a serious matter."

Sandringham is near the Hilborough country estate owned by Hugh van Cutsem, a friend of the Prince of Wales. While Prince Charles is known for his strong stance on the environment, Mr van Cutsem, a godparent to both princes, is also a senior figure in the Game Conservancy Trust and is a council member of English Nature, Natural England's predecessor.

Prince Harry and his elder brother, William, have been close friends with Mr van Cutsem's sons, particularly Edward, who is in turn a godson of Prince Charles.

____________________________________________________________________

Indian Catholic: Bishop leads bikers in cycling pilgrimage for Mary and the environment

LAOAG CITY, Philippines (UCAN): Larry Albano pedaled in his blue biking outfit to the local cathedral, where the bishop waited to lead a cycling pilgrimage to honor Mary and promote care for "Mother Earth."

Marian organizations in Laoag diocese, based 340 kilometers north of Manila, sponsored the pilgrimage on Oct. 27, during the month of the rosary. The diocese covers the province of Ilocos Norte and Laoag City, its capital.

More than 100 bikers from various provinces including members of the Philippine National Police set off with Bishop Sergio Utleg of Laoag from St. William the Hermit Cathedral.

Along the 80-kilometer route, which took them to neighboring Ilocos Sur province, the sweating pilgrims stopped at five churches. At each they prayed a decade of the rosary with parishioners, and handed out pamphlets and other materials containing Church teachings on caring for creation.

The materials covered topics such as pollution, logging, quarrying, illegal fishing, and how to segregate and dispose of waste properly.

Albano, 41, told UCA News he joined the diocese's "two-in-one" activity of biking plus pilgrimage to show his "love for Mother Nature" and the Blessed Mother.

The cycling enthusiast, who belongs to Sukisok (adventurous) bikers association in Laoag City, believes that when bikers pass through a town carrying posters, people become "curious about what we are doing and may want to join us."

While the group was at Immaculate Conception Parish in Batac City, Ilocos Norte, to pray the second of the rosary's five "glorious mysteries," Bishop Utleg told UCA News, "We have two mothers -- Mother Earth and Mother Mary."

The bishop explained: "Mother Earth is the source of our nourishment, our home, our food, so we want to make people aware that the earth is very precious to us, like our Mother, and therefore we should not abuse it."

He added that education and advocacy are needed because people do not practice "perfect" care for the earth.

In Batac he noted burned leaves lying beside the church, and breakfast given to the pilgrims was packed in non-biodegradable materials.

"It's not perfect," he observed, so "along the way," the Church hopes to help inform people of "practices that are not proper."

Pilgrims from other dioceses included Danny de la Cruz, who joined with 11 members of a bikers club from Ilagan, southeast of Laoag. He told UCA News he "could not miss" the pilgrimage organized by their former bishop.

Bishop Utleg served as coadjutor bishop of Ilagan diocese, covering Isabela province, from 1997 and headed the diocese from 1999 until his installation in Laoag in 2006.

De la Cruz said Isabela bikers want to help promote environmental awareness in "all parts" of the country and "show our devotion to Mama Mary."

Albano particularly wants to help promote "cleanliness and proper waste segregation," which Laoag diocese advocates through its "Green Sacrament" program. The program, started this year, provides catechesis on care for the earth. Albano also joins biking activities for tree planting organized by the diocesan Social Action Center.

Meanwhile, biking is his "secret" to fitness, helps him avoid vice and puts him in touch with "friends who share the same passion."

In Ilocos Sur, the bikers stopped at St. Paul Metropolitan Cathedral in Vigan City and the Shrine of Our Lady of Charity in Bantay.

A 1998 Forestry department study of soil depreciation and deforestation cited Ilocos Sur among 13 provinces where the amount of eroded land was estimated at more than half of the land area. Nueva Segovia archdiocese covers the province, where 80 percent of the people are Catholics.

Laoag's social-action director, Father Leonardo Ruiz, told UCA News the pilgrimage is connected with the diocese's biking for ecology program, launched in 2002. Biking, he said, helps promote "clean air and environment" as well as healthy living.

Reflecting on Mary and the earth, the priest said, "Mama Mary is pure and free from original sin and we also have to free Mother Earth from all kinds of ecological destruction and devastation."

Around 67 percent of the 658,454 people in the diocesan area are Catholics. Many of the rest are other Christians, largely members of the nationalist Iglesia Filipina Independiente (Philippine independent Church).

________________________________________________________________________

InfoWorld: Microsoft to shine spotlight on green-tech initiatives

Though the green credentials of Microsoft's flagship OS are suspect, the company is making clear efforts to both embrace and push sustainable products and practices. The company is a partner in the Clinton Foundation's environmental initiatives, for example, and earlier this year, it broke ground on a new datacenter in San Antonio where it will employ various green technologies

More recently at the Cleantech Forum in Toronto, Rob Bernard, Microsoft's general manager of development and platform evangelism, announced a new program to boost the visibility of green-tech solutions to its ISV partners.

The program includes an initiative to present case studies and videos about clean-tech companies on the ISV showcase on Microsoft.com. "Through our ISV showcase, we'll expose your portfolio companies and expose them to much more volume in the world," Bernard said. "We know from experience that that exposure accelerates sales and adoption, and it's good for Microsoft and the clean-tech industry. We have literally millions of users visiting these every month."

More interesting to me: Microsoft will encourage energy-efficiency-related innovation in its Imagine Cup program, a competition that encourages.

Scoop News: Mallard's new Environment role no punishment

Wednesday, 31 October 2007, 5:06 pm

31 October 2007 

If Trevor Mallard was to be punished, giving him the Environment portfolio is an odd way for that to be expressed, Green Party Co-Leader Jeanette Fitzsimons says. 

"Supposedly, Mr Mallard has been punished in the Cabinet re-shuffle. The reality is that he has been given responsibility for the Environment, one of the most crucial jobs in the Cabinet," Ms Fitzsimons says.

"Environmentalists everywhere would be concerned if the Prime Minister saw the Environment portfolio as so unimportant that it could serve to signify the downgrading of Mr Mallard's status. This would not sit well with the Government's new commitment to sustainability. 

"I sincerely hope Trevor does not view this portfolio as any less rewarding than the Sports posts he has lost. Future generations stand to gain from the decisions he will make in his new job, long after the 2011 World Cup has faded to insignificance. 

"The Greens welcome the fact that the Environment portfolio will now be handled by a Minister with higher Cabinet ranking than formerly - and we look forward to Trevor bringing his considerable energy and skills to bear on the challenges that this new post entails," Ms Fitzsimons says.

___________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde/AFP : La Norvège donne 17 millions d'euros à la protection de la forêt amazonienne. Conservez cet article dans votre classeur. 

30.10.07 | 16h21 

Abonnez-vous au Monde.fr : 6€ par mois + 30 jours offerts a Norvège va consacrer 130 millions de couronnes (17 millions d'euros) à la protection de la forêt amazonienne, le "poumon de la planète" dont la destruction provoque des rejets de gaz à effet de serre, a annoncé mardi le gouvernement norvégien. 

Le ministre de l'Environnement et de l'Aide au développement Erik Solheim a annoncé le versement de cette somme, étalé sur trois ans, après une rencontre à Oslo avec son homologue brésilienne Marina Silva.

"La coupe et la destruction par le feu des forêts tropicales est une cause importante de l'effet de serre, au même titre que l'utilisation de produits pétroliers", a estimé M. Solheim dans un communiqué.

"Les actions nécessaires à l'arrêt du déboisement seront un thème important des prochaines négociations sur le climat à Bali en décembre", a-t-il ajouté, faisant valoir que la déforestation représentait aujourd'hui 20% des émissions mondiales de CO2.

La conférence de Bali doit, du 3 au 14 décembre, tracer une feuille de route sur de nouvelles réductions des émissions de gaz à effet de serre --considérés comme responsables du réchauffement climatique-- au-delà de 2012, après l'expiration de la première phase du Protocole de Kyoto.

Dans la pratique, le pays scandinave versera 60 millions de couronnes à deux projets spéciaux du Programme des Nations Unies pour le développement (PNUD), et 70 millions supplémentaires à un Fonds de protection de la forêt tropicale.

Selon les autorités brésiliennes, 27.429 km2 de forêt amazonienne ont été détruits entre août 2003 et juillet 2004. Entre août 2006 et juillet 2007, après l'adoption de mesures de protection par le gouvernement, le rythme des déboisements a ralenti pour s'élever à 
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Nigeria: 'Consequences of Climate Change Unpredictable'

Daily Trust (Abuja): It is absolutely difficult for anyone to predict the consequences of climate change with complete certainty and accuracy but it is accepted that lots of climate change presents serious global risk and threat, a Chair of the African Group on Climate Change said yesterday. Dr Samuel A. Adjuror, who made this statement at the preparatory meeting of the African Negotiators on climate change in Abuja, also said one of the designs through which the group can overcome these problems is to hold intercessional meetings whereby issues for negotiations are understood ahead of negotiation sessions. He said: "Our priority issues include adaptation, financial mechanism, capacity building and participation of the region in the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) activities among others." http://allafrica.com/stories/200710300244.html
Nigeria: Marine Engineers Warn Against Submarine Pipeline

Leadership (Abuja): The Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology (IMAREST) Nigeria, has again warned the federal government and the Nigerian Ports Authority against granting any proposal for the construction of an underwater oil pipeline in Apapa, describing the proposed project as very dangerous. The Honorary secretary of the institute, Engineer Alex Peters, gave the warning in Lagos while speaking to Leadership on the controversial project. He wondered how the government can give its consent to any proposal to construct an underwater pipeline in a busy channel as the Ibafon turning basin where ships navigate regularly. He told our correspondent that his institute has taken the matter very seriously and had already written a letter to NPA expressing strong opposition to the project, saying as marine engineers, they cannot keep quiet and allow what they know as a business undertaking that is fraught with dangerous consequences against the environment, lives and property to be executed. http://allafrica.com/stories/200710300350.html
South Africa: Beaches Awarded for Their Excellence

BuaNews (Tshwane): More than 20 South African beaches have been awarded international Blue Flag status for excelling in safety, amenities, cleanliness and environmental standards. The stakeholders who manage the beaches were honored at the Blue Flags annual ceremony organized by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism in Port Elizabeth on Tuesday. The department said that awarding Blue Flag status to beaches contributes towards the aims of the White Paper on Sustainable Coastal Development. http://allafrica.com/stories/200710300894.html
Kenya: Exclusive Cultural Tourist Facility in the Offing

Business Daily (Nairobi): The National Environment Management Authority has given the green light for the construction of a multi million shilling cultural museum in Laikipia. The Yaaku Cultural Museum will also double up as an exclusive tourist accommodation facility and will be constructed in Mukogodo forest of Laikipia district. Approval of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) by NEMA clears the way for development of the museum which is being constructed by the Kuri Kuri community group ranch. EIA identifies potential environmental hazards of proposed development activities as well as measures to mitigate the negative impacts while maximizing on the positive. http://allafrica.com/stories/200710301131.html
Uganda: Mabira Forest Lodge Wins Award

The Monitor (Kampala): The Rainforest Lodge in Mabira Central Forest Reserve, has been awarded best eco-business of the year. According to Environmental Alert, which gave out the award, the lodge co-exists with the forest without causing any harm to it, yet at the same time providing jobs to the neighbouring community. "During our assessment, we found out that each tree that was cut was replanted," said Ms Christine Nantongo, an official of Environment Alert in Kampala last week, before the award was given to Mr Alam Zahid, the lodge's executive director. "The lodge is decorated with forest products hence income to the community members who make them, and all the tools used to build it, are forest products." The Mabira Forest Lodge is a project established by Alam Group of Companies under the National Forestry Authority Licensing Agreement, at an estimated cost of $2 million (about Shs5.4 billion). http://allafrica.com/stories/200710301215.html
___________________________________________________________________________
ROAP MEDIA UPDATE

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 31 October, 2007

	
UNEP or UN in the news
· The Canberra Times : Climate change a threat to our health and survival 

· ANTARA : Quality of economic growth more important for environmental protection

· The Times of India : Massive displacement disrupts economic activities: Ban

· The Hindu : Yamuna activists write to UN environment chief 

· Tehran Times : Environmental failures put humanity at risk

· India Infoline : GEO-4... The Global Environment Outlook releases by Dr Pachury 



General Environment News
· Australia : The Canberra Times : EXCLUSIVE Wetlands 'saltier than sea water' 

· Australia-The Canberra Times : Turnbull sinks Govt's climate credibility: ALP 

· Australia/India-The India Times : Australia, India come together to fight pollution

· China-China Daily : Climate change and the right to develop

· China-China Daily : Controversy over Gong Li nomination in 'Green Chinese' awards

UNEP or UN in the news

The Canberra Times : Climate change a threat to our health and survival 

Tony McMichael 

Climate change is worry enough. An important research paper, published early last week, reported an increase in the annual global rate of carbon dioxide emissions and a declining capacity of the world's vegetation and oceans to absorb them. 

Hence, the atmospheric concentration is now rising faster than in the 1990s. Meanwhile, on a broader front, the United Nations Environment Program issued its most severe warning yet about the accelerating changes in many of the world's natural systems, as the size and intensity of the human enterprise pushes them beyond limits. The program's report, Global Environmental Outlook-4, draws together what other more specialised scientific reports are telling us with increasing urgency. Our actions are weakening Earth's life-support systems. These systems are fundamental to the health and survival of all species including Homo sapiens.

This recognition of the risks to health holds promise, at last, of our getting the full measure of the likely impacts of these human-induced environmental changes.

The report's assessment, an imminent summary report on climate change impacts by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and a recent review at an Academy of Science conference of the consequences of acidification of oceans by carbon dioxide uptake, all are now including consideration of the consequences for human health. Ocean acidity endangers the base of the marine food web and, hence, fish stocks and human nutrition. 

We are thus beginning, at last, to understand that our systemic impacts on the world's climate, oceans, freshwater supplies, soil fertility, nitrogen cycle and biodiversity are not just disturbing the economy, reducing farm yields, extinguishing species, endangering infrastructure and impairing tourism. They are weakening the natural foundations of population health and survival.

This week Research Australia launched its annual Thank You Day campaign, to thank the nation's health and medical researchers for their ongoing work. The national campaign began in Sydney on Monday, followed by the local Canberra launch today. Of great significance, the campaign theme this year is Healthy Planet, Places and People. 

The science reviewed in the campaign report focuses mainly on incipient research in Australia into the current health impacts and longer-term health risks from climate change.

A decade, even five years, ago such a theme would have been unthinkable. After all, is not health and medical research about microbes and molecules, genes and vaccines, medication and meditation? Yes, much of it must be about those things. We seek gains in understanding, diagnosing and treating.

But, in today's intensifying world of almost seven billion humans, if that is the limit to our research then we risk being penny wise but pound foolish. 

The Healthy Planet, Places and People theme has important nuances.

"Planet" focuses attention on the need to understand and sustain Earth's natural, life-supporting, processes. 

"Places" emphasises that many of the causes and manifestations of these health risks occur at community scale. Australia's rural communities are bearing the brunt of the front end of climate change in this part of the world and many of those regions or places are now thought likely to experience long-term stresses as rainfall systems are displaced southwards.

"People" is preferred to "Persons". The latter word invokes ideas of individual behaviour, responsibility and risk, whereas people is a collective noun with overtones of community. It is the right word here: it refers to scale, it alludes to community structures and relations. 

The campaign report also throws a much-needed, more ecological, light on the rising prevalence of obesity a "Place" issue. 

Recent public discussion of this issue reveals a mental strait-jacket that prevents us recognising that it is not mainly a problem of how individuals behave, but of how, today, whole communities live, reflecting their wealthier, urbanised, consumer-oriented and energy-dependent culture. Human nature and genes have not changed; ways of living have. The solution to this population-level problem cannot lie in locking the family refrigerator or screening for genetic susceptibility. 

Obesity and climate change in the same report? Does one cause the other? Well, no although each reflects modern patterns of energy use, consumer behaviour and historically unprecedented levels of wealth. The point is that the resolution of each of these population-level health issues, of place and planet, requires new understanding and far-sighted policy action at larger scale. 

This will require an expanded research effort to elucidate these processes, the health risks, and groups at particular risk. That, at least, will facilitate actions to lessen risks. More importantly, it will provide the wider policy discussion with a fuller knowledge of the range, and seriousness, of the risks we are currently engendering.

We are at a turning point in our relationship with the natural environment. For the first time we humans have become so dominant on this planet that we are changing the structures and processes of the biosphere. These changes are beginning to cast a long and ominous cloud over the health and survival of future generations.

The sooner we understand and respond the better. 

Tony McMichael is an epidemiologist at the Australian National University. He has contributed to the work of the IPCC and is leading the 2007 Research Australia campaign.

………………………………………………

ANTARA : Quality of economic growth more important for environmental protection
Bangkok (ANTARA News - An ESCAP official said from the view point of protection of the environment and implementation of sustainable development, the quality of economic growth was more important than its number or percentage. 

"Economic growth has to be green. The quality of economic growth is the matter, not its number. Focusing on the percentage of economic growth is wrong," Rae Kwon Chung, Director of the Environment and Sustainable Development Division of ESCAP (UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific), said when speaking a seminar themed "Back to Our Common Future" here.

But unfortunately, Chung said, many Asian countries had copied the US in appreciating economic growth mainly in terms of percentage. He noted that Bangkok had copied the US in developing its transportation infrastructure which had led to traffic jams.

He said sustainability was achieved by integrating the environment into development. 

"Sustainability is the most important thing," he said, quoting the "Our Common Future" report produced by the World Commission on Environment and Sustainable Development or also known as the Brundtland Commission.

However, he regretted that the 'Our Common Future' report had failed to recomend strategies to implement sustainable development.

He said for the sake of sustainable development, it was important to manage demand, and not to increase supply.

"Demand management is important, in addition to leadership for the environment," he said at the one-day seminar organized by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) regional office in Bangkok.

Meanwhile, Regional Director of UNEP for Asia and the Pacific Surendra Shrestha said in his remarks at the seminar which coincided with the launching of UNEP's 4th Global Economic Outlook (GEO-4): 'Environment for Development' to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Our Common Future report which was published for the first time in 1987.

The GEO-4 described the changes since 1987, assessed the current state of the global atmosphere , land, water and biodiversity and identified priorities for action. 

He said the environmental awareness of the world community and their leaders had improved a lot but the actions were not adequate.

GEO-4 emphasized that "Our Common future depends on our actions today, not tomorrow or some tine in the future."

……………………………………………….

The Times of India : Massive displacement disrupts economic activities: Ban
30 Oct 2007 - UNITED NATIONS: Ahead of the forthcoming International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged all nations to renew their commitment to that mission. 

"Taking ecological considerations into account is crucial if we are to avoid longer-term environmental problems that can undermine security and development, and lead to further cycles of conflict and displacement," he said in a message. 

"One of the most common and devastating effects of armed conflict is the massive displacement of people fleeing violence and insecurity. Such large-scale population movements cause untold human suffering and disrupt economic activities while severely damaging the environment, particularly in arid or environmentally degraded regions," the Secretary General said. 

In Darfur, an assessment conducted this year by the United Nations Environment Programme found that the displacement of more than 2 million people since 2003 had caused severe deforestation, land degradation and overexploitation of groundwater resources around the larger camps for displaced persons. 

"Integrating environmental concerns into relief and security operations requires us to engage all relevant actors in government, the United Nations family, non-governmental organizations and the donor community," Ban said in his message. 

Since 1995, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has conducted post-conflict assessments and provided technical support to help mitigate environmental risks in more than 20 countries. 

"Without sound environmental management, the influx of people poses a number of risks for the area's vulnerable ecosystems, including the uncontrolled exploitation of natural resources to meet basic sustenance and energy needs," Secretary General Ban said. 

“UNEP and its partners are helping to develop sustainable livelihood options for the displaced communities in the area, and increase local capacity to prevent or cure the ecological impact of displacement. UNEP has successfully carried out similar work in Liberia, where an estimated 800,000 people - one quarter of the population -- were forced to leave their homes during almost 14 years of conflict,” he added in his message. 

………………………………………

The Hindu : Yamuna activists write to UN environment chief 
Bindu Shajan Perappadan 

To help limit adverse impact of hosting sporting event

NEW DELHI: In an effort to promote activities for the security and revival of the Yamuna, the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan -- a citizens’ forum to protect the river -- has written to the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (Nairobi), Achim Steiner, to help limit the adverse environmental impact of hosting an international sporting event. 

The United Nations Environment Programme recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Indian Olympic Association for a “green” Commonwealth Games in 2010 in Delhi. 

“The river is the lifeline of Delhi and is under considerable environmental stress with all the construction activities that is planned on the riverbed for hosting the Commonwealth Games,” said Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan convenor Manoj Misra.

Stating that the Commonwealth Games today is not just a sporting event but has become a mega event with which is associated national prestige and hence necessitating massive infrastructural constructions, often at the cost of the natural environment of the host cities.

Mr. Misra in his letter said: “With the signing of the MoU it is hoped that at least now the site for the Games Village would be relocated out of the river bed. For in the absence of such a move any talk of a ‘green’ Commonwealth Games in Delhi would be hollow talk. We hope that the good name of your organisation would not be allowed to be sullied by association with an act which is environmentally unsound.”

…………………………………………….

Tehran Times : Environmental failures put humanity at risk
Each person requires a third more land for his or her needs than the planet can supply, says the study. Photograph: Corbis 

The future of humanity has been put at risk by a failure to address environmental problems including climate change, species extinction and a growing human population, according to a new UN report. 

In a sweeping audit of the world's environmental wellbeing, the study by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) warns that governments are still failing to recognise the seriousness of major environmental issues. 

The study, involving more than 1,400 scientists, found that human consumption had far outstripped available resources. Each person on Earth now requires a third more land to supply his or her needs than the planet can supply, it finds. 

Meanwhile, biodiversity is seriously threatened by the impact of human activities: 30% of amphibians, 23% of mammals and 12% of birds are under threat of extinction, while one in 10 of the world's large rivers runs dry every year before it reaches the sea. 

The report - entitled Global Environment Outlook: Environment for Development - reviews progress made since a similar study in 1987 which laid the groundwork for studying environmental issues affecting the planet. 

Since the 1987 study, Our Common Future, the global response ""has in some cases been courageous and inspiring,"" said the environment programme's executive director Achim Steiner. The international community has cut ozone-damaging chemicals, negotiated the Kyoto protocol and other international environmental treaties and supported a rise in protected areas which cover 12% of the world. 

""But all too often 

[the response] has been slow and at a pace and scale that fails to respond to or recognise the magnitude of the challenges facing the people and the environment of the planet,"" Mr Steiner said. ""The systematic destruction of the Earth's natural and nature-based resources has reached a point where the economic viability of economies is being challenged - and where the bill we hand to our children may prove impossible to pay,"" he said. 

Climate change is a global priority that demands political leadership, but there has been ""a remarkable lack of urgency"" in the response, which the report characterised as ""woefully inadequate"". 

The report's authors say its objective is ""not to present a dark and gloomy scenario, but an urgent call to action"". 

It warns that tackling the problems may affect the vested interests of powerful groups, and that the environment must be moved to the core of decision-making. 

The report said irreversible damage to the world's climate will be likely unless greenhouse gas emissions drop to below 50% of their 1990 levels before 2050. 

To reach this level, the richer countries must cut emissions by 60% to 80% by 2050 and developing countries must also make significant reductions, it says. 

It addresses a number of areas where environmental degradation is threatening human welfare and the planet, including water, over-fishing and biodiversity - where the UNEP says a sixth, human-induced, extinction is under way. 

Billions of people in the developing world are put at risk by a failure to remedy relatively simple problems such as waterborne disease, the study says. 

The 550-page report took five years to prepare. It was researched and drafted by almost 400 scientists, whose findings were peer-reviewed by 1,000 others. 

One of the report's authors, Joseph Alcamo said that race is on to determine if leaders move fast enough to save the planet. ""The question for me, for us perhaps, is whether we're going to make it to a more slowly changing world or whether we're going to hit a brick wall in the Earth's system first,"" he said. ""Personally, I think this could be one of the most important races that humanity will ever run."" 

……………………………………………

India Infoline : GEO-4... The Global Environment Outlook releases by Dr Pachury 
Mumbai Oct 29, 2007 - The Book Calls for Emissions of Climate Warming Greenhouse Gases to be Cut by 60% to 80% 

The UN Environment Programme's fourth Global Environment Outlook (GEO-4) book was released in New Delhi by Dr RK Pachauri, Director General, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and Chairman, IPCC. 

The report has been released in 40 cities around the world simultaneously. The book puts the global environment scenario in sloth and neglect, even though successful actions have been taken. 

The Global Environment Outlook: environment for development report is the culmination of five years of intensive consultation with stakeholders in all regions of the world. It links findings on the state of the environment with policy analyses, incorporating historical, current and future perspectives, combining global perspectives with sub-global views. GEO-4 also highlights emerging environmental issues that require policy attention. 

The GEO-4 assessment has used the 1987 report - Our Common Future - of the World Commission on Environment and Development as the baseline for the retrospective analysis of environmental trends and development in the past 20 years. It highlights both environment and development issues, focusing on human well-being and role of environment in development. 

The 540 page report calls for emissions of climate warming greenhouse gases to be cut by 60% to 80%. It highlights that 60% of the world's ecosystems have been degraded and are still being used unsustainably. The report is a litany of planetwide death and degradation and GEO-4 finds that three million people die needlessly each year from water-borne diseases in developing nations -mostly children under five.

Dr R. K. Pachauri, said, "Global peace and stability would be threatened by climate change and the need of the hour is to act now, or its too late." He went on and urged "not only governments need to make stringent laws but also people need to have lifestyle changes too, and it is these small changes that can make a huge impact" 

Expressing his disappointment at the world community for not doing enough to reduce carbon emissions, he also added that "The developing countries are aping the developed world and counties such as India which will have a stake in future global decisions will have to make new norms to combat the future."

The UNEP Report, drawn together by 388 scientists and vetted by 1,000 others, praises international treaties on saving the ozone layer, desertification, biodiversity and actions in some cities on controlling urban atmospheric pollution. But, it emphasizes that "woefully inadequate" global response to problems, such as cutting emissions of carbon gases from power and transport, according to the scientists it will boost average temperatures up by 4ฐCelsius by this century.

………………………………………

General Environment News

****

Australia : The Canberra Times : EXCLUSIVE Wetlands 'saltier than sea water' 
Rosslyn Beeby 

Water promised earlier this year by the Federal Government to ensure the Murray River's survival will not be delivered until 2010 under its $10billion national water plan, the Australian Conservation Foundation says.

In a report issued today, the peak national environment group warns the continuing water crisis caused by over-allocation of irrigation water across the Murray-Darling Basin has turned the globally protected Coorong wetlands in South Australia into a dying "sink for salt and silt".

Vast areas of the Coorong's lagoons are now six times saltier than sea water, "creating a virtual Dead Sea" and pelicans have not bred in the wetlands for the past 15 years. The Coorong, where the Colin Thiele classic Storm Boy was filmed in 1976, was home to Australia's largest permanent pelican breeding colony. 

The report says more than half of all river red gums across the Chowilla floodplains in the lower Murray are dead or stressed, waterbird populations have crashed to as little as 1per cent of previous numbers and Murray cod numbers have declined by 30per cent in the past 50 years.

Leading scientists have warned wetlands and river systems across the Murray-Darling Basin are on the verge of irreversible collapse, with water bird numbers at their lowest in 25 years. 

Head of ecology at Adelaide University David Paton said the deteriorating state of the Coorong was "a national emergency", and further delays in returning water were politically irresponsible.

"The warning signs have been there for well over a decade, but governments have allowed more land to be opened up for irrigation. One or two more years without environmental flows will make full recovery of the Coorong costly, if not impossible," he said.

The ACF has urged both major political parties to fast-track expenditure to restore environmental flows to the Murray, returning 500gigalitres within the next two years, and 15000GL by 2014.

Neither party has committed to definite targets or time lines.

"If our wetlands and wildlife are to survive, the party that forms government after the federal election must fast-track the spending of the $3billion already set aside to tackle over-allocation under the national plan for water security," the foundation's healthy rivers campaigner, Dr Arlene Buchan, said.

Over the next three years, the $10billion plan would "deliver next to nothing at best 200GL while the science is telling us the river system needs at least 1500 gigalitres just to have a moderate chance of survival," she said.

Australian Greens environment spokeswoman Rachel Siewert said delays in returning over-allocated water to the Murray could extend to 2014 or 2017 in some cross-border catchment areas.

"The environmental flows cannot be delivered under current state catchment management plans, even in areas where CSIRO reports have identified current levels of water extraction as unsustainable. This needs to be changed as an urgent priority in making sure water is returned to the Murray" she said.

University of NSW biologist Professor Richard Kingsford said a recent aerial survey across the Murray-Darling Basin revealed waterbirds numbers were at a record low. The only areas where birds appeared to be breeding were on unregulated rivers in central Australia.

"This is the 25th year we've conducted the survey, and it's the worst we've seen. We are seeing ecosystems collapse ... It's a combination of drought and the way that we've run the rivers hard without considering the long-term impacts."

Professor Kingsford said government water agencies had also resisted necessary reforms and adopted a "business as usual" approach to water use despite "obvious signs that this juggernaut was coming."

………………………………………………

Australia-The Canberra Times : Turnbull sinks Govt's climate credibility: ALP 
David McLennan 

ENVIRONMENT Minister Malcolm Turnbull has torpedoed the Government's credibility on climate change, Opposition Leader Kevin Rudd said yesterday. 

Neither Mr Turnbull nor Prime Minister John Howard would comment on yesterday's reports Mr Turnbull had recommended the Government ratify the Kyoto protocol last month.

The Australian Financial Review reported yesterday that Mr Turnbull had told his cabinet colleagues the Government ought to ratify Kyoto, saying it would not hurt the country and the Government would gain kudos for doing so.

However, most of his colleagues disagreed, feeling it would not look credible after a decade of arguing against it.

Mr Turnbull repeatedly refused to outline his own beliefs on the issue when interviewed on Sky Television, but did not deny the reports.

"It is not for me to express a personal opinion. I am a member of the Government; I make my personal opinions in the cabinet room and we make a collective decision."

Signing Kyoto would be "largely a symbolic or political exercise" and Labor was using it as a way to avoid answering tough questions on how to cut Australia's greenhouse gas emissions.

"It would not change what we are doing, because we are already committed to meet the [Kyoto] emission ... targets."

Mr Howard also did not challenge the claims, saying he would not talk about cabinet meetings.

"But I can tell you that what this country needs and what the world needs is to have a new international agreement which binds all of the major emitters.

"... We want a new agreement that includes China, it includes the United States and includes all the other major emitters.

"... we made a step in that direction at the [Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation] meeting and instead of focusing on past agreements that are not working we should be focusing our efforts on obtaining a new agreement and Australia would certainly be part of a new international agreement that covered countries like China."

It comes just after outgoing head of the Business Council of Australia Michael Chaney said that, in hindsight, Australia ought to have ratified the protocol.

Mr Rudd, who said a Labor government would ratify Kyoto, also pointed to two other comments attributed to Mr Turnbull: that ratifying the Kyoto protocol would not make an economic difference to the country and that Australia needed to adopt a target of cutting carbon output by 50per cent by 2050.

"These two statements by Mr Turnbull torpedo amidships the Howard Government's credibility on climate change. This is a most significant development," he said.

"Mr Howard is lost in the past on climate change. The rest of the world is embracing the future on climate change and Kyoto and carbon targets."

The Opposition Leader made the comments while launching his party's latest climate-change initiative in Perth yesterday.

He promised a $150mil-lion four-year program to invest in energy efficient insulation for 300,000 rental properties across Australia.

Labor would offer rebates of 30 per cent, or up to $500, for the cost of installing energy efficient insulation.

"Right across Australia, the problem with rental accommodation is that, we're advised, that it is very much behind the pace when it comes to the overall rate of insulation, energy-efficient insulation."

Adding insulation would offer household savings of $89 to $336 a year and if all Australia's 2.7 million uninsulated homes were insulated, greenhouse gas emissions would be cut by 2.4 million tonnes a year.

………………………………………………….

Australia/India-The India Times : Australia, India come together to fight pollution
31 Oct, 2007 - SYDNEY: Australian and Indian scientists have joined hands to monitor and clean up pollution that has become the bane of industrialisation across the world. As a start, they will monitor pollution spreading in groundwater. 

The Cooperative Research Centre for Contamination Assessment and Remediation of the Environment (CRC-CARE) and the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IIT-K) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to work together on research projects and the training of experts in contamination risk assessment and clean-up. It entails exchange of staff and students from both organisations as well as joint workshops. 

As cities worldwide rely on groundwater for drinking and industrial use, the first project will focus on finding ways to monitor toxic contaminants spreading in groundwater. CRC-CARE is a partnership of five Australian universities and more than 20 companies and government agencies. “This is both a scientific opportunity and a business opportunity for Australia and for India,” CRC-CARE managing director Professor Ravi Naidu says. 

“We have particular skills in fields such as risk assessment and new remediation technologies. IIT-K is known worldwide for its technological and engineering expertise, and has a number of technologies which we consider will enhance the assessment of contamination,” he adds. 

“The redevelopment of former industrial areas as inner-city residential suburbs, the spread of the urban fringe across old industrial, gasworks, petrol and landfill sites mean that more and more people are being exposed to industrial pollution unless the sites are remediated. It has to be recognised that disposal of waste can ultimately find its way into subsurface environment thus posing risk to underground water. 

Given that groundwater is mobile it tends to carry pollutants with it. Remediation of groundwater, therefore, is both technically and financially challenging. We are collaborating with IIT-K to find tools to reduce the cost of assessment and remediation of pollution,” he continues. 

In Asia, industrial contamination is outpacing the need to preserve a clean and healthy environment. This agreement will also offer opportunities for Australian companies specialised in clean-up technologies to take advantage of India’s rapidly growing market. 

“It’s a case where scientific progress and commercial advantage go hand-in-hand. Companies which join our new Australian Remediation Industry Cluster (ARIC) will not only have early access to powerful new technologies but also to oversee market intelligence arising out of alliances such like this. Our second project will develop a wireless sensor network for detecting and monitoring pollution in either air or water,” Naidu says.  

……………………………………

China-China Daily : Climate change and the right to develop
By Feng Qinghu (China Daily), Updated: 2007-10-31 07:23

At the 15th Economic Leaders' Informal Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) held in Sydney last month, President Hu Jintao made proposals for tackling climate change, including ways to strengthen cooperation, pursue sustainable development and promote scientific and technological innovation. He stressed that "climate change is ultimately a development issue and it can only be addressed in the course of sustainable development".

Hu's speech was echoed and supported by developing countries in Southeast Asia.

The international community has long recognized the right of developing countries to development with regard to climate change. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 1992 pointed out clearly that developed countries have contributed the biggest proportion of greenhouse gas emission historically and at present, the per capita emission of developing countries is still relatively low, the developing countries' emission quotas will be increased to meet the demand for their economic and social development.

As post-Kyoto Protocol negotiations continue, the right of development is being widely emphasized by developing countries, especially large developing countries like China and India. The Chinese government published its National Climate Change Program in June, which made it clear that climate change is ultimately a development issue.

Development is a necessary and irreversible process in human history. To a certain degree, climate change is irreversible too. This requires the international community to have a common understanding on emission reduction and development. Latest scientific research shows that global warming started as early as 500 years ago and human factors are not alone to blame. In such a situation, it is unreasonable to stress emission reduction while ignoring the right to development.

The fragility of developing countries shows the urgency to adapt to climate change and realize their right to development. Generally speaking, developing countries with underdeveloped economies are more vulnerable to the influence and damage of climate change. Take China for example, climate change has already caused obvious impacts on its agriculture, forests, water resources and coast areas. And the least-developed countries and small island countries are the most fragile ones.

The disparities and complementary relations between developing and developed countries have provided feasible and extensive prospects for cooperation in realizing the right of developing countries to development. Developed countries can cooperate with developing countries by helping the latter to reduce emissions. Such cooperation will help ease the contradiction between emission reduction and economic development. The Clean Development Mechanism advocated by the Kyoto Protocol has provided such a mode of cooperation.

The mechanism can help developed countries to fulfill their obligation in emission reduction and developing countries to realize their right to development. The trade in emission quotas can help realize both goals - emission reduction and development rights.

Another climate change issue which has emerged in recent years is how to guarantee the energy security of developing countries. Increased demand has led to high oil prices and developing countries have to depend more on coal, which leads to even bigger greenhouse gas emission. Past experience tell us that we cannot afford to pollute first and improve later. The most effective method to cope with climate change while guaranteeing the energy security of developing countries is to improve their energy utilization rate through technology.

One of the focuses of current negotiations is whether developing countries, especially large countries like China, India and Brazil, should shoulder the same responsibilities for emission reduction like the developed countries. This concerns the issue of giving priority to emission reduction or development.

The UNFCCC makes it clear that, on the bases of fairness, all signatory countries according to their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, should protect the climate system in the interests of all human beings, and developed countries should take the lead in reducing emissions and helping developing countries. Developing countries should also make, implement, publicize and regularly update their national programs to address climate change. This is the well-known UNFCCC principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities", which sets out the major responsibilities of developed countries. The Kyoto Protocol has set the obligation of compulsory emission reduction according to this principle and has thus displeased some developed countries.

What is more, the UNFCCC said: "The extent to which developing country parties will effectively implement their commitments under the convention will depend on the effective implementation by developed country parties of their commitments under the convention related to financial resources and transfer of technology and will take fully into account that economic and social development and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of the developing country parties." This spells out the developed countries' responsibilities in promoting the rights of developing countries to development.

It is a pity that developed countries have shown insufficient sincerity and made inadequate efforts to fulfill the above obligations. The United States and Australia have rejected the Kyoto Protocol with the excuse that compulsory emission reduction will obstruct economic development and research conclusions about climate change still lack credence. So far developed countries have only committed $182 million to the adaptation fund for all poor countries. The emergency programs of the least-developed countries alone will need $1 billion to $1.2 billion.

The author is an official with the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

…………………………………………………………..

China-China Daily : Controversy over Gong Li nomination in 'Green Chinese' awards
2007-10-30 - BEIJING -- The nomination of Gong Li, one of China's most famous actresses, in the country's "Green Chinese" awards in 2007 has drawn criticism.

Though some netizens believe Gong Li has for years earned herself a positive image as an advocate of environmental protection, she is condemned by some others as "talking about environmental protection in furs".

The actress was seen wearing furs when attending a session of this year's National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) in March on which she made a proposal on environmental issues.

Though it is still not clear whether the furs were man-made or not, it is still the subject of hot debate among netizens.

Wang Panpu, secretary-general of China Environment Culture Promotion Association (CECPA), the event's organizing committee, explained the reasons for her nomination on Tuesday.

The "Green Chinese" annual award is co-sponsored by seven government departments which selects five to ten Chinese who have made a great contribution towards protecting the environment.

"Negative examples" and "controversial figures" have for the first time being added to the nominations to serve as a warning, according to Wang.

From September 5 to October 20, more than 50,000 people participated in this year's nominations for the "Green Chinese" award via Internet, mail and phone calls, etc.

Popular Chinese comedian Ge You is also among the "controversial figure" nominees. Ge You's good image deteriorates after he endorsed the Yilin Wood Company.

The company cheated investors by promising high returns on sales of forest lands. It used the illegal pyramid-selling model, in which one salesperson recruits other salespeople who pay a fee to the first salesperson. Those salespeople in turn attempt to recruit further salespeople who in turn do the same.

Police said the company took more than 1.6 billion yuan ($206 million) from about 20,000 people across China

However, the popular comedian earned support from nominators for the green awards on the grounds that he has rectified his mistake by taking part in public-interest advertisements.

Neither Gong Li nor Ge You have been involved in sabotaging the environment, however, both of them are criticized for their discrepancy between words and deeds in environmental issues, Wang said.

The "Green Chinese" award caught public attention last year as a result of the controversial nomination of Chinese film directors Chen Kaige and Zhang Jizhong, though neither of them made it to the final short list.

Chen's film, "The Promise", damaged the environment near a pristine lake shore in Shangri-la in southwest China's Yunnan Province, and the film company behind Zhang's film was accused of damaging the environment in the Jiuzhaigou National Park in Sichuan Province during shooting. Zhang later agreed to make a documentary as recompense. Chen was fined as a result of his film damaging the environment.

Many netizens described the nomination of the directors as an outrageous irony, saying if it wasn't for Chen's movie there wouldn't have been such huge attention focused on environmental protection.

The award's organizing committee announced on Tuesday a list of 280 nominees for the "Green Chinese" award, consisting of people from various circles, different regions in China and even other countries.

Those who top the list of nominees for role models are Wang Yongchen, the founder of Green Earth Volunteer, a non-governmental organization focusing on environmental protection; Chai Jing, a CCTV-based journalist who has conducted in-depth reports on environmental issues; Zhao Xihai, a retired worker who has planted hundreds of thousands of trees over the ten years or so.

Jackie Chan, the world-famous movie star and Zhang Yimou, the celebrated director, are also nominated as role models for their attention to and engagement in environmental protection. And five people nominated as "negative figures" are all in charge of polluting enterprises responsible for significant pollution accidents, according to the organizing committee.

The people listed include Ma Zhengxiang, head of the Zhengxing Chemical Co. Ltd in Linxiang city of central China's Hunan Province, which was blamed for illegal discharges of a highly toxic arsenic compound into a river causing a water shortage for 80,000 people for four days last year.

Other negative figures include Zheng Yonggang, head of Wuhu Tianrun Biotechnology Co. Ltd in Anhui Province, for causing water pollution; Wu Shuren, head of Caixin Group in central China's Henan Province, for illegal discharges that caused pollution in the Huaihe River;

Yang Shijiang, head of Tianma Beer Co. Ltd, for illegal discharges causing pollution in the surrounding areas; and Zhuang Kai, head of a plant under the Panzhihua Iron & Steel Group in Sichuan Province for causing pollution in the Jinshajiang River. The award, co-sponsored by seven Chinese government departments, including the State Environmental Protection Administration and the Ministry of Culture, and supported by the United Nations Environment Program, was established in 2005.

The award ceremony will be held on December 12 after nominees go through public voting.

…………………………………………….
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Committee for Vancouver's 2010 Olympics signs UN environment agreement

The Canadian PressGo to Google News Committee for Vancouver's 2010 Olympics signs UN environment agreement 3 hours ago

The Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic Games wants to raise public awareness about the environment and has signed an agreement with the United Nations Environment Program to make that happen. The same has been done at past Olympic Games and the 2006 Winter Games in particular are seen as having raised the environmental bar for Olympic events. VANOC's goal is to come up with innovative ways to minimize the environmental footprint of major events before, during and after the Games. Pal Schmitt, chairman of the International Olympic Committee's sport and environment commission, says the 2010 Games in Vancouver will inspire sustainable action around the world. But Joe Foy, of the Western Canada Wilderness Committee, says the massive transportation infrastructure built for a few days of the Olympics will increase greenhouse gas emissions long after the Games have come and gone. He says habitat for endangered species like the grizzly bear will also be destroyed with the building of the legacy trails in Whistler.


California: Suit Over Mothballed Ships 

The Associated Press

October 30, 2007 

Environmental groups have announced that they are suing Washington over a fleet of mothballed warships east of San Francisco Bay. The Natural Resources Defense Council and other groups say the Maritime Administration should curb pollution from the vessels. More than 70 ships are in the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet, some dating from World War II.

Environmentalists sue for removal of mothballed warships kept in Calif. waters past deadline

Marcus Wohlsen 

The Associated Press

October 30, 2007 

Several environmental groups sued the federal government Monday over toxic pollution caused by a fleet of mothballed warships floating near San Francisco Bay.

The groups accuse the U.S. Maritime Administration of violating state and federal environmental regulations as dozens of decaying ships linger well past a congressional deadline ordering their removal. 

The suit was filed Monday afternoon in U.S. District Court in Sacramento.

"These vessels have long since ceased being useful for transportation and are now just floating junkyards," according to the complaint brought by the Natural Resources Defense Council, Arc Ecology and San Francisco Baykeeper.

More than 70 ships comprise the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet, some dating to World War II. The old ships were once kept afloat in case of war, but many have fallen into disrepair, overtaken by rust and rot.

The suit asks the court to order the federal agency to prepare an official review of the environmental impact caused by the ships and to remove hazardous waste including paint, discarded oil and asbestos.

The head of the Maritime Administration said in a statement that the agency was engaged in "ongoing and extensive efforts to ensure the safety of these vessels."

"The best way, ultimately, to protect the Suisun Bay is to remove these vessels in as timely a manner as possible," Maritime Administrator Sean T. Connaughton said. "We hope this latest development does not needlessly delay our efforts to remove these vessels."

A congressional order set a 2006 deadline to scrap more than 50 ships, but a regulatory quagmire has kept the fleet anchored in place in the shallow, brackish inland waters east of San Francisco Bay.

Before they can be scrapped and sold, Coast Guard regulations require the removal of barnacles and other sea creatures clinging to the obsolete ships' hulls. That process causes toxic paint to flake off into the water. Fear of contamination has delayed their disposal.

A February study commissioned by the federal government suggested that even without the scraping, paint flaking off the Suisun Bay ships has shed tons of toxic heavy metals into estuary sediments.

Disposal operations in the country's two other reserve fleets in Beaumont, Texas, and on the James River near Newport News, Va., were also halted after the discovery of paint in Suisun Bay, though recent agreements with both states paved the way for disposal to resume.

Earlier this month, California water regulators informed the federal agency it could be fined up to $25,000 per day if it fails to come up with a plan to stop the paint from falling into the water. The fines have not yet been issued.

Bush nuclear power plans may fail, experts warn

BreakingNews.ie

October 30, 2007 

An influential panel of scientists urged US president George Bush to abandon plans for a billion-dollar push to expand nuclear power.

It said the scheme to resume nuclear waste reprocessing had not been adequately checked and depended on unproven technology which would not be ready in time. 

The National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council said research into Global Nuclear Energy Partnership (GNEP) was taking money and interest away from other nuclear programmes.

"All committee members agree that the GNEP programme should not go forward and that it should be replaced by a less aggressive research programme," said the panel.

It said if the administration went ahead there would be "significant technical and financial risks".

The US has not reprocessed nuclear waste since the 1970s. Mr Bush announced the new programme last year and has repeatedly said it is the key to US efforts to deal with growing reactor waste and still allow a large expansion of commercial nuclear power.

Internationally, the plan envisages a small number of countries including the US and Russia supplying other nations with reactor fuel and reprocessing their used fuel.

Only last week Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman underlined the importance of the programme saying it "represents the future of global nuclear power cooperation" and will "allow for a greater global reliance on civilian nuclear power to produce the electricity needed" while safeguarding against proliferation.

The GNEP plan has been criticised by activists opposing the spread of nuclear technology and Congress has refused to provide the short-term funding the Energy Department has requested.

Although nuclear fuel reprocessing continues in Europe and Japan, the US abandoned it in the 1970s because of concerns that the stream of pure plutonium that is created poses a nuclear risk.

But the GNEP programme is based on a different reprocessing method that its supporters argue would not create pure plutonium.

But the Academy panel of scientists said that "significant technical problems remain to be solved" in development of the new approach.

The programme is expected to cost billions of dollars over several decades and includes construction of reprocessing plants and next-generation "fast-burn" reactors to burn some of the processed waste.

The Energy Department maintains that the programme in the long run will reduce the cost of commercial reactor waste disposal and remove the need for additional underground waste repositories beyond the proposed waste dump in Nevada.

Covanta Begins Operating Nation's First Energy-from-Waste Unit under the EPA's New Source Performance Standards

Business Wire

October 30, 2007 

Covanta Holding Corporation (NYSE: CVA), a world leader in the development and operation of large scale Energy-from-Waste and renewable energy projects, today announced it has begun operating the first energy-from-waste unit built under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's New Source Performance Standards.

The new unit expands the Lee County Resource Recovery facility, which is owned by Lee County, Florida, and allows the County to convert an additional 636 tons of municipal waste every day into an additional 18 megawatts of electricity. Prior to the $120-million expansion, the facility had processed more than 4 million tons of waste in two 600-ton per day combustion units and generated enough electricity to power 26,000 homes. 

"Rising energy costs and environmental concerns underscore the logic for sustainable waste management solutions such as the Lee County Resource Recovery facility," said Anthony Orlando, President and Chief Executive Officer of Covanta. "We are excited about its increased ability to generate clean, renewable energy and add electricity to the nation's power grid. With this additional capacity, we'll be able to help keep the lights on in 36,000 homes."

Five years ago, Lee County decided to expand the facility to meet the increased waste disposal needs of its growing community. The County approved the new combustion unit, which increases the facility's capacity to convert municipal waste into renewable energy by over 50 percent.

"Lee County's Board of County Commissioners deserve credit for continuing to expand its integrated waste management system," said Lindsey Sampson, Director of Lee County's Solid Waste Division.

Working with Lee County, Covanta oversaw the expansion project. Covanta operates and maintains the facility under a long-term contract with the County. Covanta is pleased to be part of delivering environmentally sound waste disposal and clean, renewable energy for the areas 600,000 residents.

Orlando said Covanta was proud to be part of Lee County's comprehensive solid waste management plan, which includes strong recycling and composting programs.

"The Lee County Resource Recovery facility complements those efforts and has prevented close to 4 million tons of greenhouse gas emissions from being released into the atmosphere. And it has produced enough electricity to eliminate the need to burn 1 million tons of coal or 4 million barrels of oil," said Orlando. "Those are impressive statistics and indicative of the positive role energy-from-waste facilities can play in a sustainable future."

About Covanta

Covanta Holding Corporation is an internationally recognized owner and operator of energy-from-waste and power generation projects. Covanta's energy-from-waste facilities convert municipal solid waste into renewable energy for numerous communities, predominantly in the United States. As a world premier operator of large-scale energy-from-waste facilities, Covanta is proud to offer an environmentally sound solution to communities' solid waste disposal needs. With more than 30 facilities worldwide, Covanta uses municipal solid waste as a fuel to generate clean, renewable energy. Covanta's modern energy-from-waste facilities safely and securely turn 15 million tons of waste into more than 8 million megawatt hours of clean renewable electricity each year and create 10 billion pounds of steam that are sold to a variety of industries. For more information, visitwww.covantaholding.com.

CAUTIONARY NOTE REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

Certain statements in this press release may constitute "forward-looking" statements as defined in Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 (the "Securities Act"), Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the "Exchange Act"), the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 (the "PSLRA") or in releases made by the Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC"), all as may be amended from time to time. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other important factors that could cause the actual results, performance or achievements of Covanta and its subsidiaries, or industry results, to differ materially from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Statements that are not historical fact are forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements can be identified by, among other things, the use of forward-looking language, such as the words "plan," "believe," "expect," "anticipate," "intend," "estimate," "project," "may," "will," "would," "could," "should," "seeks," or "scheduled to," or other similar words, or the negative of these terms or other variations of these terms or comparable language, or by discussion of strategy or intentions. These cautionary statements are being made pursuant to the Securities Act, the Exchange Act and the PSLRA with the intention of obtaining the benefits of the "safe harbor" provisions of such laws. Covanta cautions investors that any forward-looking statements made by Covanta are not guarantees or indicative of future performance. Important assumptions and other important factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those forward-looking statements with respect to Covanta, include, but are not limited to, those factors, risks and uncertainties that are described in Item 1A of its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2006, and in securities filings by Covanta with the SEC.

Although Covanta believes that its plans, intentions and expectations reflected in or suggested by such forward-looking statements are reasonable, actual results could differ materially from a projection or assumption in any forward-looking statements. Covanta's future financial condition and results of operations, as well as any forward-looking statements, are subject to change and inherent risks and uncertainties. The forward-looking statements contained in this press release are made only as of the date hereof and Covanta does not have or undertake any obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements whether as a result of new information, subsequent events or otherwise, unless otherwise required by law. 

Guest Columnists: Choosing the best energy sources for the future

By Dean Oskvig and Rodger Smith 

The Kansas City Star

October 30, 2007

The balance between providing energy for a growing world economy, while addressing the climate change issue, presents tough choices for policy makers, energy providers and consumers.

The energy sector has a very tall mountain to climb: How do we effectively use our most abundant energy resources while reducing carbon dioxide emissions that contribute to greenhouse gases? 

Power generation is front and center in the debate. Some studies suggest that power generation makes up about 24 percent of man-made CO{-2}. However, energy-consuming sectors such as transportation, building energy use and other industry account for even more - approximately 36 percent. Solid waste, agriculture and land use make up the remaining 40 percent. A recent Black & Veatchsurvey of U.S. electric utility executives showed that 72 percent believe federal legislation to limit carbon emissions will be approved in the next five years. The most likely form of regulation is to set a total cap on carbon emissions from electric generation plants, and possibly other sectors. Many other industrialized countries are already coping with the early phases of such a regulatory regime.

Regulations to reduce carbon emissions will have a major effect on the power industry, especially for coal-fired generation plants. These plants produce more than 40 percent of the world's electricity - and 50 percent in the United States.

Where will we find solutions? Certainly, cost-effective conservation and energy efficiency measures are part of the solution and will help mitigate the cost impacts on consumers.

One approach is integrated gasification combined-cycle generation that combines two technologies - coal gasification and combined-cycle generation. This provides increased generation efficiency and lower carbon capture costs, but capital requirements make its lifecycle costs appear to be higher than conventional pulverized coal with carbon capture.

Another solution is supercritical coal generation technology, which increases steam temperature and pressure, making the plant run more efficiently and reducing the effective rate of carbon emissions. It is possible with current technology to capture and sequester the remaining carbon emissions produced during coal-fired power generation. The exact costs of this process remain unclear.

Several other technologies can generate electrical power with zero or few carbon emissions, including nuclear, wind and solar. These technologies will gain market share in a carbon-controlled world. They also have their limitations.

Nuclear generation cannot meet the near-term needs for more power. In the United States,  it's uncertain how long it will take to ramp up the next generation of nuclear plants. Much of the design, equipment manufacturing and construction capabilities for these complex facilities need to be expanded to meet demand. Additionally, financing risks, the ongoing political debate on spent fuel disposal, and public acceptance issues will affect the timing and magnitude of a nuclear increase.

Wind power is clean and increasingly cost-competitive as a source of energy to displace more carbon-intensive generation. However, since the wind is not available all the time, it cannot be counted on as an uninterrupted source of electric generation for consumers. Natural gas-fired generation has lower per megawatt carbon emissions than conventional coal. However, natural gas has had much more price volatility, which makes utilities nervous about relying too much on this fuel source.

Taking together the cost impacts of these options, economists estimate that to eliminate most power industry carbon emissions would increase the average retail cost of electricity by about 30 percent in the United States. Rate increases to pay for these higher costs probably would not start for at least five years, and would be spread over 10 to 20 years as the regulations are phased in and associated infrastructure developed. Regions or countries heavily served by coal-fired generation (e.g., China, Poland, or South Africa) could experience the highest rate increases when they adopt carbon constraints. In the United States, the biggest rate increases would occur in the Midwest and the Southeast.

There is legitimate concern that large energy cost increases may encourage migration of energy-intensive industries from the United States  to countries that are not controlling greenhouse gases and thus have lower energy costs. Likewise, there is concern that people on fixed incomes and lower economic classes will be hardest hit by the future energy price increases.

The utility industry and regulators will face significant challenges. Higher rates would be felt by customers, who may be inclined to look at the utilities as the culprits for higher costs, and at the regulators for allowing these costs to flow through.

Regulators will want the utilities to minimize additional costs, but the best approach may not be immediately clear when economic impacts are considered. Moreover, utilities should be provided a way to recover costs invested in the research and implementation of technologies that improve energy efficiency and environmental improvements. Before consumers will accept paying higher costs for energy, they must also understand the impacts of their own consumption decisions in a carbon-constrained world.

The energy supply mix of the future must be wisely structured to make use of all our resources, from renewables to gas to clean coal. We have no realistic choice other than to depend on coal and other fossil fuels for the foreseeable future, even as we push forward with utilization of lower carbon energy sources. Much time and money will be needed to deploy technologies that make the use of these abundant fossil fuels environmentally sustainable as well as being commercially viable. And that is why decisions on carbon emissions legislation will have a lasting impact that will affect both global climate change and the pocketbook of the electricity customer.

Dean Oskvig is president and CEO of Black & Veatch's energy business. Rodger Smith is president of the management consulting division of Black & Veatch.

Bid impasse stalling new recycling plan; 

An overhauled recycling program in Miami-Dade that would cost taxpayers less money and accept more materials is again on hold as county commissioners try to steer part of the deal to local companies.

By Matthew I Pinzur 

The Miami Herald
October 30, 2007 Tuesday
Used juice cartons, ink-jet cartridges, fluorescent light bulbs and medical needles are all still headed to Miami-Dade's landfills instead of recycling centers.

County taxpayers are still paying about $250,000 more each month for recycling than they would under plans to improve the program.

And a multimillion-dollar contract to overhaul the system -- which is attracting lobbyists like a trash heap draws flies -- is headed into its third round of bidding, in part because some county commissioners want to ensure that local companies get a piece of the business. 

''This reminds me of the bad old days of procurement,'' said Commissioner Katy Sorenson. ``It's going to create even more of a feeding frenzy than we already have and set a precedent for future procurements being just as messy.''

The new contract -- which could be worth more than $110 million over the next 14 years -- would overhaul curbside recycling for 340,000 families. Instead of separating recycleables into two buckets, everything would go in a single 64-gallon wheeled cart, which would be picked up every two weeks instead of every week.

The county would also begin accepting mixed paper, juice cartons and some kinds of plastic, as well as providing a separate service to accept ink-jet cartridges, fluorescent light bulbs and medical needles.

The new service would also be about $250,000 cheaper per month than the current program, which the county will continue using until a new deal is approved.

County Manager George Burgess hoped to win commission approval this month and launch the improved program around April. But his proposal was rejected during a nearly four-hour debate on Oct. 16, largely because the winning bidder was a Longwood-based company named Waste Pro Inc.

The discussion revealed strong feelings among some commissioners about directing contracts to local firms.

''That needs to be the first consideration because otherwise we're not developing and growing our businesses,'' said Commissioner Barbara Jordan.

County rules allow but strictly regulate preferential treatment for local companies. When decisions are based on the lowest bidder or the highest score from a selection committee, a local business that comes within 5 or 10 percent of a non-local winner can win the contract or receive another chance to compete against the top finisher.

Those rules did not apply to the recycling contract -- instead of rigidly going by price or points, the county simultaneously negotiated with all five bidders to drive down the price.

NEW METHOD
Now, at the commission's suggestion, Burgess expects to propose a new method that would split the county into three zones and forbid any company from serving more than one. Because four of the five bidders are local, at least two-thirds of the work would be guaranteed to stay with local firms.

But that could make recycling more expensive; county negotiators found last summer that every bidder wanted more money per household if it served only one zone. If they all stick with the last price they quoted, the service could cost nearly $500,000 more per year than the $8 million proposal Burgess offered last week.

''If we go to zones, it's not the best price?'' asked Commissioner Audrey Edmonson during the meeting.

''Absolutely not,'' replied Miriam Singer, the county's procurement director.

Commissioners suggested the next round of negotiations should require the competitors to meet or beat the $1.97 price that Burgess had secured for countywide service, but there is no guarantee any company would do so.

''I guess we'll deal with it if it happens,'' said Commissioner Carlos Gimenez.

Even if bidders do meet that price, Burgess said zones create administrative challenges and create the risk of unequal service in different parts of the county. On the other hand, Jordan said the zones put pressure on each contractor to excel.

''They know if they don't there's someone in the wings waiting to take over,'' she said.

CONTENTIOUS PROCESS
Negotiating the new recycling contract has been contentious and unconventional for months. Burgess first tried a traditional method, known as a request for proposals, but encouraged the commission to throw it out when all the bids were higher than expected.

The county then began negotiating with five companies, ending up with an offer of $2.06 per household per month from Waste Services of Florida. That company had recently bought BFI, which currently handles recycling pickup and was criticized last year for service lapses.

At a committee meeting in September, commissioners told Burgess to keep negotiating. He came back this month with the $1.97 price from Waste Pro, but warned the commission it ''infects the procurement process'' when they repeatedly tinker.

''I don't know when you stop -- somebody's always going to do more, offer more on the table,'' Burgess said, noting that losing bidders routinely tell commissioners they would have charged slightly less in hopes of reopening negotiations.

South Florida's lobbying corps was on full display during the debate, with some of the county's most prominent deal-greasers whispering in commissioners' ears and buttonholing their staff in the halls.

More than a dozen of them were hired after Burgess released his first set of recommendations in July -- including former Republican chairman Al Cárdenas and former Democratic chairman Scott Maddox -- suggesting a serious effort to change the outcome.

Depending on what course the commission sets next month, the April 2008 launch could be delayed as little as a few weeks or as much as five months.

''At this point we should just draw straws,'' Sorenson said. ``That would be as good as anything else we're going to do here.''

EPA told it must link technology, pollution limits; Agency had argued regular review was not legally required

By Bob Egelko, Chronicle Staff Writer

The San Francisco Chronicle (California)

October 30, 2007 

Federal water-quality regulators must annually review developments in pollution-control technology and require industries to meet discharge limits they could achieve with the best available equipment, a federal appeals court in San Francisco said Monday in a nationwide ruling against the Bush administration. 

In a 2-1 decision, the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said the Environmental Protection Agency must take new technology into account when it updates pollution limits for each industry under the Clean Water Act.

The EPA denied it has any obligation to incorporate the latest technology in its water-pollution guidelines, but also said it has done so voluntarily. The appeals court said a lower-court judge should evaluate that assertion and decide whether to order changes.

The ruling "will force the EPA to re-regulate an area that it essentially decided it wasn't going to regulate," said Christopher Sproul, lawyer for Our Children's Earth Foundation and the Ecological Rights Foundation, which sued the agency in 2004. "The EPA has fundamentally abandoned the central teaching of the Clean Water Act under the Bush administration."

The EPA said it is reviewing the ruling and had no immediate comment. Fred Andes, lawyer for the Effluent Guidelines Industry Coalition, which entered the case on the agency's side, said he expects the EPA to prevail in its defense of its policy.

"I think it's pretty clear that they did not completely ignore technology" in setting guidelines for pollution discharges, Andes said. If the lower-court judge disagrees and orders major changes in EPA policy, he said, the results could be time-consuming and expensive.

The EPA and Andes' clients could also ask the full appeals court to order a new hearing or appeal to the Supreme Court.

The Clean Water Act, passed in 1972, requires anyone seeking to discharge pollutants into navigable waters to obtain a permit from the EPA or a state agency operating under federal approval.

The court said the law, and amendments in 1985, showed Congress' "commitment to a technology-based approach to water-quality regulation." Instead of merely monitoring pollution of each waterway and trying to determine who was responsible, the court said, Congress decided it would be more effective to require all industries to use the best available technology.

The EPA itself interpreted the law that way as recently as 2003, the court said. The agency's current position - that a regular review of pollution-control technology is not legally required - "strains credulity to the breaking point," Judge Margaret McKeown wrote in the majority opinion.

Sproul said the EPA had never fully complied with the law's requirement to bring its discharge standards in line with the latest technology, and had repudiated the requirement in 2003.

The lawsuit had been dismissed by U.S. District Judge Phyllis Hamilton, who said the law left such decisions entirely up to the agency. The appeals court said Hamilton must now review the EPA's practices and decide whether they comply with the law.

Panel Urges Bush to Drop Nuke Waste Plan

By H Josef Hebert 

Associated Press Online

October 30, 2007

A panel of the National Academy of Sciences urged President Bush on Monday to abandon an ambitious plan to resume nuclear waste reprocessing that is the heart of the administration's push to expand the civilian use of nuclear power.

A 17-member panel of the Academy's National Research Council said the proposed Global Nuclear Energy Partnership, or GNEP, has not been adequately peer reviewed and is banking on reprocessing technology that hasn't been proven, or isn't expected to be ready in the time the administration envisions. 

The report, released Monday, said GNEP research is taking money and focus away from other nuclear research programs and efforts to speed the construction of new nuclear power plants.

"All committee members agree that the GNEP program should not go forward and that it should be replaced by a less aggressive research program," said the panel. It said if the administration proceeds as planned there will be "significant technical and financial risks."

Bush announced the global nuclear initiative in early 2006 and has repeatedly touted it as key to U.S. efforts to deal with a growing amount of highly radioactive reactor waste and still allow a large expansion of commercial nuclear power. Internationally, the plan envisions a small number of countries including the United States and Russia supplying other nations with reactor fuel and reprocessing their used fuel.

Only last week, Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman cited the importance of the GNEP program. He said in a speech it "represents the future of global nuclear power cooperation" and will "allow for a greater global reliance on civilian nuclear power to produce the electricity needed" while safeguarding against proliferation.

The Academy panel said it did not address the pros and cons of the international aspects of the GNEP program, but expressed deep reservations about its ability to address the U.S. waste disposal issue.

Dennis Spurgeon, the Energy Department's assistant secretary for nuclear energy, said a positive element of the science panel's review was that most of the members accepted the need to "close the fuel cycle" and continued research into nuclear fuel reprocessing at some level.

Spurgeon said committee conclusions represented "a misconception of the (GNEP) program" and that the department "fully recognizes the complexity and time needed. ... We are talking about something that will, in fact, take decades to develop."

The GNEP program has been criticized by nuclear nonproliferation activists and has received a chilly reception in Congress, which has refused to provide the short-term funding the Energy Department has requested. The administration wanted nearly $395 million for the program this year, but is getting $167 million.

Although nuclear fuel reprocessing continues in Europe and Japan, the United States abandoned it in the 1970s because of concerns that the stream of pure plutonium that is created poses a nuclear proliferation risk. But the GNEP program envisions adopting a different reprocessing method that its advocates argue would not create pure plutonium.

But the Academy panel of scientists said that "significant technical problems remain to be solved" in development of the new approach, known as the "UREX" process.

But Spurgeon criticized the scientists' report for focusing too much on the UREX process, which he acknowledged will take some time to develop. The department, in fact, is pursuing with industry other more near-term reprocessing technologies that would "close the fuel cycle ... something we need to get on with and get on with soon," he said.

The long-term GNEP program's life-cycle cost has been put by the Energy Department at between $20 billion to $40 billion over several decades and includes construction of reprocessing plants and next-generation "fast-burn" reactors to burn some of the processed waste.

The Energy Department maintains that the program in the long run will reduce the cost of commercial reactor waste disposal and remove the need for additional underground waste repositories beyond the proposed Yucca Mountain waste dump in Nevada.

The science panel disagreed.

"In view of the technical challenges involved the committee believes that the opposite will be true," it said of the claimed cost savings.

The National Research Council scientists, who were asked by Congress to examine the Energy Department's nuclear research priorities, said that the GNEP program is taking away funding for a program, called "Nuclear Power 2010" to help promote the construction of new commercial nuclear power plants.

The Energy Department should put greater emphasis on that program to help identify new sites for nuclear power plants, promote design and engineering work for a new generation of light water reactors and help the NRC move promptly to license new power reactors, said the science panel.

Turbine Expansion Said to Threaten Birds

Associated Press Online

October 30, 2007 
Wind energy may be emerging as an important alternative power source for the Northwest, but there are concerns about the danger to hawks and eagles as turbines expand to wild areas of the Columbia River Gorge.

By year's end, more than 1,500 turbines will be churning out electricity in the windy gorge. Until now, most of the projects have gone up in wheat fields cultivated land that long ago drove away the rodents that raptors hunt. But as wind energy developers move into wilder areas along the ridge of the gorge, near canyons and shrub-covered rangeland, birds could be at risk from the 150-foot blades of giant turbines.

The shrub steppes and grasslands that cover large areas along the river east of the Cascades are classic raptor habitat, said David Anderson, a district biologist with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

"We have concerns we're losing that habitat," he said.

Even the cultivated areas with wind farms have bird experts worried. In Oregon's Sherman County, several hundred turbines stretch through wheat fields outside the small town of Wasco, creating one of the highest concentrations of wind farms in the gorge.

"They're going up so fast, we're worried about the cumulative effects," said Keith Kohl, a wildlife biologist for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife's mid-Columbia district.

If new studies confirm the fears of Oregon and Washington state wildlife biologists, the potential toll on raptors and other birds may limit expansion of clean wind energy.

Nationwide, wind turbines kill an average of 2.3 birds a year, studies show. In the Northwest, it's about 1.9 birds per turbine possibly more than 3,000 bird deaths a year in the gorge.

But bird experts say those numbers are meaningless because the totals make no distinction between abundant and rare species.

Golden eagles and ferruginous hawks a threatened species in Washington already are few in number, said Michael Denny of the Blue Mountain Audubon Society. Even a few fatalities could prove devastating, he said.

"We'll have certain species in sharp local decline," Denny said. "If you lose breeding populations like the ferruginous hawk, you're not going to see them recover."

Raptors generally fly 300 to 400 feet above the ground about the height of most wind turbines. Hawks and eagles ride the thermals off the high windy ridges above the Columbia River as they search for ground squirrels and pocket gophers. Some are migratory and others are resident birds.

Raptors are known for their keen eyesight and might learn to negotiate the turbines and their spinning blades, studies suggest.

But hunting and migrating instincts are so ingrained and so intense that the birds might not see the obstacles until it's too late, biologists say.

As a preventive measure, energy companies conduct wildlife studies before designating a specific site for development. They submit their findings to state or county authorities, who decide whether projects will go forward.

In some cases, regulators have required developers to shift turbine locations, establish buffer zones or set aside acreage exclusively for wildlife.

Often, developers must patrol their wind farms and record bird kills.

"We pride ourselves on building projects that adhere to the requirements," said Darin Huseby, Northwest regional director for developer enXco Inc., a California-based company with several projects in Klickitat County, Wash. "We want to be a net benefit to the environment."

Information from: The Oregonian, http://www.oregonlive.com

Environmentalists sue for removal of warships kept in California waters past deadline

By Marcus Wohlsen 

Associated Press Worldstream

October 30, 2007 

Several environmental groups sued the U.S. government over toxic pollution caused by a fleet of mothballed warships floating near San Francisco Bay.

The groups accuse the U.S. Maritime Administration of violating state and federal environmental regulations as dozens of decaying ships linger well past a congressional deadline ordering their removal. 

The suit was filed Monday afternoon in U.S. District Court in Sacramento.

"These vessels have long since ceased being useful for transportation and are now just floating junkyards," according to the complaint brought by the Natural Resources Defense Council, Arc Ecology and San Francisco Baykeeper.

More than 70 ships comprise the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet, some dating to World War II. The old ships were once kept afloat in case of war, but many have fallen into disrepair, overtaken by rust and rot.

The suit asks the court to order the federal agency to prepare an official review of the environmental impact caused by the ships and to remove hazardous waste including paint, discarded oil and asbestos.

The head of the Maritime Administration said in a statement that the agency was engaged in "ongoing and extensive efforts to ensure the safety of these vessels."

"The best way, ultimately, to protect the Suisun Bay is to remove these vessels in as timely a manner as possible," Maritime Administrator Sean T. Connaughton said. "We hope this latest development does not needlessly delay our efforts to remove these vessels."

A congressional order set a 2006 deadline to scrap more than 50 ships, but a regulatory quagmire has kept the fleet anchored in place in the shallow, brackish inland waters east of San Francisco Bay.

Before they can be scrapped and sold, Coast Guard regulations require the removal of barnacles and other sea creatures clinging to the obsolete ships' hulls. That process causes toxic paint to flake off into the water. Fear of contamination has delayed their disposal.

A February study commissioned by the federal government suggested that even without the scraping, paint flaking off the Suisun Bay ships has shed tons of toxic heavy metals into estuary sediments.

Disposal operations in the country's two other reserve fleets in Beaumont, Texas, and on the James River near Newport News, Virginia, were also halted after the discovery of paint in Suisun Bay, though recent agreements with both states paved the way for disposal to resume.

Earlier this month, California water regulators informed the federal agency it could be fined up to $25,000 (euro17,370) per day if it fails to come up with a plan to stop the paint from falling into the water. The fines have not yet been issued.

Canadian Forest Products Industry Aims to be First Carbon-Neutral Sector

Canada NewsWire

October 30, 2007 

The Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) announced today that Canada's forest products industry, a global leader in sustainable forest management, is setting a new bar for environmental responsibility and action on climate change: industry-wide carbon-neutrality by 2015 without the purchase of carbon offset credits. A partnership with WWF-Canada will inform and help guide the initiative. The announcement was made at the second annual Business of Climate Change Conference in Ottawa.
"We are pleased that FPAC is taking such a leadership position and not waiting for government regulations before taking action. My big hope is that other Canadian sectors will follow suit and rise to the challenge," said Mike Russill, President and CEO of WWF-Canada. 
"Climate change is the number one environmental threat facing the world today and becoming carbon neutral is the most significant step the forest products sector can take to reduce its overall environmental footprint," said Avrim Lazar, President and CEO of FPAC. "Canada's forest products industry has already made significant strides in mitigating its impact on the climate and its next step is to be carbon-neutral. The initiative we are announcing today has the potential to not only move the industry towards carbon-neutrality by 2015 but to go beyond, potentially removing more greenhouse gases from the atmosphere than we emit. And, unlike other sectors that rely significantly on the purchase of offsets, we can get there without having to do so."
"The road will not be easy but we are confident that we can get there with the help of our partners and key stakeholders, and the guidance of other advisors," added Lazar. "WWF has already begun some groundbreaking research into the global potential of sustainable forestry for bioenergy supply and climate change mitigation, and their Climate Savers program has established a high standard of emission reductions among leaders in many business sectors."
Over the past two decades, FPAC members have set the pace for facility upgrades and innovative processes in a continued effort to improve their environmental performance and limit their impact on climate change. In so doing, they have reduced their fossil-fuel dependence to the point where almost 60% of their pulp and paper facilities' energy needs are self-generated from renewable sources. From an environmental perspective, these efforts have had tangible results since 1990: a 45% cut in the use of fossil fuels, a 54% improvement in greenhouse gas emissions intensity, a 40% reduction in landfill waste, and a 44% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. These environmental improvements also bring distinct economic benefits, as FPAC members have increased their production by 20%.
"While we take great pride in our record of reducing emissions within our own operations, we are committed to going further and we encourage others to also voluntarily embrace stretch targets," concluded Lazar. "As a next step, by working with suppliers, customers and other stakeholders across our value chain, we hope to not only minimize our own carbon profile but also to provide our customers with the information and products they need to meet their own climate change objectives."
About WWF-Canada
WWF-Canada works to save nature by conserving species and protecting their habitats; by ensuring our use of natural resources is sustainable, and by helping individuals, companies and governments reduce pollution. For more information, visit wwf.ca
About FPAC
FPAC is the voice of Canada's wood, pulp and paper producers nationally and internationally in government, trade and environmental affairs. Canada's forest industry is an $80 billion dollar a year industry that represents 3% of Canada's GDP. The industry is one of Canada's largest employers, operating in over 320 Canadian communities and providing nearly 900,000 direct and indirect jobs across the country.
Canada's forest industry to turn over a new leaf;  Making plans to meet carbon-neutral pledge

By Peter Gorrie

The Toronto Star

October 30, 2007 

Canada's forest industry says it will be carbon neutral by 2015.

In what is likely the first such pledge by any major industry sector in the world, the forest companies say their logging, paper and pulp operations, and the products they produce, will, in effect, no longer be a source of greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change. 

And they'll do it, they say, without resorting to offsets - the controversial practice in which polluters continue to spew emissions, but contribute to projects elsewhere that claim to reduce them.

The effort must extend beyond forests and mills to wood and paper consumers, such as construction sites, homes and offices, Avrim Lazar, president of the Forest Products Association of Canada, said.

The aim is to protect both the environment and the industry's bottom line, said Lazar, who was to announce the pledge this morning at a conference in Ottawa.

Global demand for wood products is soaring, he said. "If people continue to do it the old way ... it won't be very good for the planet."

The devastating spread of pine beetles in British Columbia - partly because winters are no longer cold enough to kill the insects - is a wake-up call, he said.

"We got a lesson in the impact of climate change before most of the rest of Canada."

As well, global buyers increasingly demand products from "sustainable" operations. That can be an edge for Canadian firms, which face fierce competition from China, Brazil and other places where trees grow faster, costs are lower, and environment rules can be lax.

The Canadian industry has reduced its greenhouse emissions 44 per cent since 1990, when its output increased by 20 per cent.

That puts it far ahead of Canada's Kyoto Protocol target - a 6 per cent cut.

Most of the industry's reductions have been at pulp and paper mills, which have become more efficient and, in many cases, converted from oil and gas to renewable fuels. But much of the effort will involve keeping wood and paper out of landfills where, as it decomposes, it releases methane, a potent greenhouse gas.

About half the paper used in Canada is recycled, Lazar said. To improve that figure, the industry will use publicity to target consumers in offices and apartment buildings, where recycling rates are low.

Another focus will be recycling wood waste at construction sites. The aim is to have it recycled into plywood, particleboard or paper; or sent to high-tech plants that burn wood for heat and electricity.

"We hope other industries will rise to the challenge" of doing the same, or better, said Lorne Johnson of World Wildlife Fund Canada, which is working with the association. Other green groups are on an advisory panel.

Johnson added the odds are good the industry will meet the target. "They're already doing a good job."

The climate change censor                                                  
By Derrick Z. Jackson 

Boston Globe

October 30 2007 

IT IS A RACE against the eraser. By the end of the Bush administration, we could all be rubbed out.                                                   

Utterly unashamed, the White House heavily deleted yet another major document on global warming. It blanched out the Senate testimony of Julie Gerberding, director for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.   

In the report that she delivered last week, she said climate change "is anticipated to have a broad range of impacts on the health of Americans and the nation's public health infrastructure."                            

Gerberding said that the CDC "can serve as a credible source of information on health risks and actions that individuals can take to reduce their risk."                                                        

What was missing, according to a draft testimony made available to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution's website by the Physicians for Social Responsibility, were these far more direct conclusions:                    

"The public health effects of climate change remain largely unaddressed. CDC considers climate change a serious public health concern."             

 (Obviously, that had to go because that raised the question of why the White House left such a serious concern unaddressed.)                      

"The United States is expected to see an increase in the severity, duration, and frequency of extreme heat waves. This, coupled with an aging population, increases the likelihood of higher mortality as the elderly are more vulnerable to dying from exposure to excessive heat."             

 (Obviously, that had to go because the Republicans sure do not want the fear of global warming replacing the fear of terrorism with older voters  who tend to vote more Republican.)                                         

"Climate change is anticipated to alter the frequency, timing, intensity, and duration of extreme weather events, such as hurricanes and floods. The health effects of these extreme weather effects range from loss of life and acute trauma to . . . post-traumatic stress and related problems, as was seen after Hurricane Katrina."                                         

 (Obviously, that had to go because the Bush administration wants no reminders of either Katrina or how it has failed miserably in addressing the physical traumas and post-traumatic stress of our soldiers coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan.)                                                

"As with other environmental hazards, members of certain ethnic and racial minority groups will likely be disproportionately affected. . . . Given the differential burden of climate change's health effects on certain populations, public health preparedness for climate change must include vulnerability assessments that identify the most vulnerable populations with the most significant health disparities."                             

 (Obviously, that had to go because a priority of the Bush White House has been to delete disproportionate effects of anything to African-Americans.  In the first term, it blacked out half of a report on racism against black attorneys within the Justice Department and deleted the words              "disparities" and "inequality" from a draft of a Health and Human Services national report on healthcare gaps.)                                       

If deletion equals personal insult, then every American was spit on by the White House. With the most serious parts of her presentation gutted and defanged of the ability to say that global warming is a "serious public health concern," all Gerberding could do was talk in government garble. Her final statement, "While we still need more focus and emphasis on public health preparedness for climate change, many of our existing programs and scientific expertise provide a solid foundation to move forward."                                                                  

Sure. This is the same administration that has run backward from scientific expertise, deleting reports from the Environmental Protection Agency and running administrator Christine Todd Whitman out of her job and allegedly harassing outspoken specialists such as NASA's James Hansen.     

 The whole purpose of the White House is to have no focus and no emphasis on climate change so that there is no need to fund any programs.           

 White House spokeswoman Dana Perino defended the deletions, saying, "when  you take a very complicated issue like climate change science . . . there were broad characterizations about climate change science that didn't align with the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) . . . There are public health benefits to climate change, as well."              

The Washington Post quoted a lead author of several IPCC reports as saying that such a claim was "nonsense."                                          

Gerberding herself is falling on her shield. She said, "I was perfectly happy with the testimony I gave to the committee and was very pleased for the opportunity to have a frank and candid discussion." She has chosen to suffocate in a White House where candor always results in a visit from the censor.                   

Forest industry eyes carbon-neutral plan

By Shawn McCarthy

Globe and Mail  

October 30, 2007

Canada's forest industry is aiming to eliminate its impact on climate change over eight years, and argues that it makes good business sense to do so.

The Forest Products Association of Canada will launch a partnership today with the environmental group World Wildlife Fund-Canada to advise its members on how to become "carbon neutral," meaning no net emissions of greenhouse gases.

The forest industry association and the environmental group will present their common cause at a "business of climate change" conference in Ottawa today, an event that has drawn executives from across North America and a wide spectrum of industries.

FPAC president Avrim Lazar said the industry has already reduced its fossil fuel use by 45 per cent since 1990, and its greenhouse gas emissions by 44 per cent. At the same time, association members have increased their production by 20 per cent.

Now, he said, there is a clear incentive to go further, accounting for its emissions in the forest, at the mills and the eventual disposal of its products - the so-called full life-cycle approach.

The association said the industry will accomplish its goal without purchasing emissions credits, a strategy on which companies typically rely to reduce their overall emission profile.

Eventually, he said, the forest sector could be removing more carbon from the atmosphere than it is producing.

While the industry will have to absorb some upfront costs from the effort, Mr. Lazar said its will also benefit from lower energy costs and reducing its regulatory risk. The global marketplace is increasingly looking for suppliers that are "ahead of the curve" in their environmental practices, he said.

"We're not looking for sainthood here," he said. "We're looking to show other industries and the global forest industry that you can go carbon neutral and still make sound business sense."

The industry expects to continue to develop processes to efficiently generate energy from wood waste, and is already replanting more than 100 per cent of the trees it harvests, Mr. Lazar said, but noted that the path to becoming "carbon neutral" has yet to be defined.

Julia Langer, director of climate programs at WWF-Canada, said the group is hopeful that other sectors will take up the forest industry's lead and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to a much greater degree the rather lax federal regulations require.

Companies have to realize that tougher climate change regulations are coming, and that they will be forced to adapt, she said.

"There will be more carbon risk than there is now. How much remains to be seen, but there will be more. And so you could get ahead of the carbon risk and mitigate against that, plus you can get efficiencies." 

___________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Future in our hands

THE world is not going to hell in a carbon-lined handcart. Not yet. To read the headlines from the United Nations Environment Programme's latest comprehensive report on Earth's health, one might be forgiven for concluding that a global environmental catastrophe is now irreversible: We are in the middle of the first mass extinction brought on entirely by humans; our overuse of farmland, fresh water, fish and fossil fuels is beyond critical; there are no major environmental problems "for which the foreseeable trends are favourable"; and the net effect of these problems will be to "put humanity at risk".

Yet, such headlines do the report itself a disservice. It is a valuable document and a vital point of comparison with the 1987 Brundtland Commission report that serves as its template. It also contains as many reasons for cautious optimism as it does for gloom, with the peculiar result that Friends of the Earth's (FoE) assessment of it was more accurate than the authors'. "The steady degradation of the world's environment threatens the well-being of everybody on the planet," FoE said. From children suffering asthma attacks because of particulate pollution to families forced off fragile farmland in the Sahel because of preventable soil erosion, this is undoubtedly true. But it is not, by any means, a threat to humanity itself.

The report is rich in detail. It notes that the comb jellyfish, accidentally introduced into the Black Sea by international shipping in 1982, had taken over the entire regional marine ecosystem and destroyed 26 commercial fisheries within a decade - a succinct illustration of the fragility of what sustains us and the interconnectedness of trade and environment. Yet, since the comb jellyfish slipped through the Dardanelles, these themes have found their proper place in the political mainstream, as the report acknowledges. At the same time, global wealth has soared.

Twenty years ago, the Brundtland report gave warning that if large parts of the "Global South" were to avert economic, social and environmental crisis, "it is essential that global economic growth be revitalised". It has been. World trade has grown ten times faster than world population with a resulting 40 per cent increase in average incomes. The term "Global South" has faded from use, and the Brundtland report's pleas for more commitment to the work of development banks have been eclipsed by the success of freer trade in lifting millions out of poverty.

Prosperity carries its own environmental risks, including unsustainable fossil fuel use and the seismic shift under way in India and China towards higher meat consumption, with correspondingly heavier burdens on farmland for livestock feed. The surge in average incomes has also bypassed much of Africa, where per capita food production has, shockingly, fallen by 12 per cent since 1981. Yet experience shows that wealth is a prerequisite for better environmental stewardship. Real efficiencies are usually technology-led and costly, from those already used to shrink the ozone hole and cut acid rain to those urgently needed to combat greenhouse gas emissions.

Environmentalists fear, not without reason, that too much even-handedness will breed complacency. Yet hyperbole is worse, especially in the use of projections that depart from observable trends. It undermines the vital case for sustainability, and overstates science's ability to forecast accurately. The debate on the planet's health is too serious to leave to alarmists. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=198342&Sn=COMM&IssueID=30225
Lift nylon nets ban MPs urged

FISHERMEN confronted MPs in parliament yesterday, demanding a lift of ban on nylon fishing nets, declared a threat to marine resources by the UN. MPs initially backed the call, saying fishermen were desperate and in need of catching larger yields, but then referred it to the public utilities and environment affairs committee for further discussion.

The fishermen had brought with them samples of the nets, which they gave to MPs to use as evidence during the session, saying they were not more damaging than other nets.

The decision to ban the nets was taken by the United Nations' General Assembly in December 1989.

Oman and the UAE have banned their use, while Qatar and Saudi Arabia are studying limiting their usage after their stocks dropped sharply.

The Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife had been allowing their use in certain places, but due to fishermen's indiscipline, they were completely banned in 2004.

A similar proposal submitted by parliament to the government in February was rejected.

Yesterday's proposal was submitted by public utilities and environment affairs committee vice-chairman Khamis Al Rumaihi, foreign affairs, defence and national security committee vice-chairman Abdulla Al Dossary and MPs Hassan Al Dossary, Ibrahim Busandal and Isa Abu Al Fateh.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa told MPs in a letter that the government was negotiating with Saudi and Qatari authorities to allow Bahraini fishermen to use their seas.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=198370&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30225
Oman

Sultanate attends GCC awareness committee meet

MUSCAT — Oman yesterday participated in the fifth meeting of the GCC Awareness and Environmental Media Committee which was held
at the GCC Secretariat-General in Riyadh. The two-day meeting discussed topics related to awareness and environmental media, including the publication of an environmental bulletin that highlights the GCC environment related issues.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
Lebanon

Sidon students launch campaign to replant trees burned in forest fires across country

Students from the Bahaeddine Hariri School in Sidon launched a campaign on Tuesday aimed at replanting Lebanon's forests that were ravaged by huge fires that blazed across the country earlier this month. "Plant and don't cut ... plant and don't burn," is the slogan of the campaign launched from the Hariri residence in the Southern town of  Majdalyoun in response to a national campaign, entitled "Heart Burn," launched last week by Premier Fouad Siniora to combat wildfires and raise awareness. 
Sidon MP Bahia Hariri lauded the initiative and what she described as the students' "national and environmental sense." 

"This initiative is the starting point to planting 1 million trees, a figure which represents the number of Lebanon's students," Hariri said. 

"May your initiative be the first step that is to be followed by many others," Hariri said, addressing the students. 
"Some 100 trees will be put at your disposal to start with this campaign," she added.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=86402
ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE
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30 October 2007

Secretary-General Trip Announcements

The second trip announcement is his travels next week.  Next week, the Secretary-General is planning to travel to Latin America, Antarctica and Europe.  His trip will take him to Buenos Aires, Argentina, for an official visit, as well as Santiago, Chile, for the Ibero-American Summit.

To help prepare for the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Bali, to be held in December, the Secretary-General will also be making several environment-related visits, so that he can see first-hand the effects of climate change and deforestation on the environment.

Stops are expected to include Punta Arenas, Chile, whose residents live with a hole in the ozone layer; Chile’s Torres del Paine National Park, where glaciers have been affected by climate change; Antarctica, where he will be briefed by scientists at research stations; and Brazil, where he plans to visit an ethanol plant and meet researchers and indigenous groups in the country’s Amazon region.

The Secretary-General’s journey to Latin America will wrap up with an official visit to Brazil’s capital, Brasilia.

Keeping with the climate change theme, the Secretary-General will also visit Valencia, Spain, on 17 November, where the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will be releasing its latest report.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





VANOC teams with UN to turn Games green (The Canadian Press)


UN agency to help Vanoc realize green Games plan; Organizers to participate  in global forum in return (Vancouver Sun)


Environmental conference coming to Vancouver in '09 (The Province)


UNEP, Olympic organizers strike deal on Vancouver games (Green Building)


Yamuna activists write to UN environment chief (The Hindu)


Africa can meet its goals (Daily Nation)


The UN's Eco-Socialist Agenda  (FrontPageMagazine.com)


Barbados Cabinet approves ozone protection regulations (Caribbean Net News)
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Committee for Vancouver's 2010 Olympics signs UN environment agreement
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The Associated Press - California: Suit Over Mothballed Ships


The Associated Press - Environmentalists sue for removal of mothballed warships kept in Calif. waters past deadline


BreakingNews.ie - Bush nuclear power plans may fail, experts warn


BusinessWire - Covanta Begins Operating Nation's First Energy-from-Waste Unit under the EPA's New Source Performance Standards


The Kansas City Star - Guest Columnists: Choosing the best energy sources for the future


The Miami Herald - Bid impasse stalling new recycling plan; 


San Francisco Chronicle - EPA told it must link technology, pollution limits; Agency had argued regular review was not legally required


Associated Press Online - Panel Urges Bush to Drop Nuke Waste Plan


Associated Press Online - Turbine Expansion Said to Threaten Birds


Associated Press Worldstream - Environmentalists sue for removal of warships kept in California waters past deadline


Canada Newswire - Canadian Forest Products Industry Aims to be First Carbon-Neutral Sector


Toronto Star - Canada's forest industry to turn over a new leaf;  Making plans to meet carbon-neutral pledge


Boston Globe - The climate change censor      


Globe and Mail - Forest industry eyes carbon-neutral plan
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