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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 4 September  2007

Other Environment News
· New Times Atlas displays effects of climate change (AFP)

· Climate change lifts APEC temperature (Reuters)
· Climate activists target Asia-Pacific summit in Australia (AFP)
· Climate activists chain themselves at Australian port (AFP)

· Auto Shops Turn Cars Into Earth-Friendly Vehicles by Having Them Run on Alternative Fuels (AP)

· Israeli Trash Offers Desperately Needed Income to Growing Number of Palestinians (AP)
· Madrid Conference Seeks Ways To Stop Desertification (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty)

· Arctic Businesses Learn to Adapt to Climate Change (NPR)
· Parks 'failing Africa's wildlife' (BBC)
· Livestock breeds face 'meltdown' (BBC)

· Industrial revolution (The Guardian)
· Hindus urged to adopt 'green' cremation (Los Angeles Times)
· Vatican seeks to be carbon neutral (IHT)
· Nos voitures et nos frigidaires devront consommer moins (La Tribune de Geneve)



Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROLAC
· RONA




Other UN News

· UN Daily News (Not Available) 
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing (Not Available)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News

The Advertiser (Australia):  Shade of green in spirit, too

September 4, 2007 Tuesday  

State Edition

By VALERINA CHANGARATHIL

OWNING up to your green responsibilities may be an easy task for some but, in the printing industry it's all about making sure it is as permanent as the written word. 

Finsbury Green - a member of the Federal Government's Greenhouse Challenge Plus initiative - claims to be the only printer in Australia that publishes an audited sustainability report, a process now in its fourth year.

The sustainability report provides a detailed picture of how the 34-year-old company is going about ''greening'' its business - from the products it uses to its reduced consumption of power and water and recycling initiatives.

A winner of the 2006 United Nations' Environment Day awards for Environmental Best Practice, the company has accomplished 100 per cent alcohol-free printing practices this year after achieving 97 per cent in 2006, says Finsbury Green environmental and technical manager Rodney Wade.

Highly toxic isopropyl alcohol is among the chief sources of volatile organic compound emissions, or greenhouse-effect contributors. The company uses mostly vegetable-based inks and recycled 95 per cent of its waste material in 2006 besides decreasing overall solvent and chemical usage by 54 per cent.

With six environment awards to date, ''it's all about transparency'', Mr Wade said. ''It helps us to keep the business challenging while meeting our social responsibilities.''

Finsbury also has received certification from the international Forest Stewardship Council, Chain of Custody, for its paper.

_____________________________________________________________________________
AFP: Discuten en Rio crear nuevo organismo de la ONU para el medio ambiente

RIO DE JANEIRO 3 Sept 2007

Ministros y representantes de los ministerios de Asuntos Exteriores y Medio Ambiente de una veintena de países iniciaron este lunes una reunión de dos días para intentar acelerar la creación de una Organización de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente. 

"Lo que se ha conseguido hacer para el comercio con la OMC, deberemos conseguir hacerlo para el medio ambiente", dijo a la AFP el ministro francés de Desarrollo Sustentable Jean-Louis Borloo, quien recordó que la idea de ese organismo fue lanzada por el ex presidente Jacques Chirac.

"Brasil y Sudáfrica retomaron la iniciativa" y actualmente países como China, India, Rusia y Pakistán, que en principio parecían reticentes, están presentes en Rio de Janeiro, añadió.

"Estamos trabajando en un texto de resolución que apunta a la creación de la Organización de las Naciones Unidades para el Medio Ambiente que podría ser presentada en la Asamblea General de la ONU de este otoño" boreal, dijo Borloo.

Al inaugurar la reunión de dos días en Rio de Janeiro, el canciller de Brasil, Celso Amorim, subrayó que "el medio ambiente se ha convertido en una cuestión de Estado para Brasil".

En su discurso, Amorim dijo que es "urgente" alcanzar hacia el año 2012 "una cooperación internacional efectiva".

"La creación de una nueva organización o agencia en el sistema de las Naciones Unidas, que podrá surgir de esta reflexión, debe contribuir a la cohesión y la eficacia de las instancias ya existentes", dijo el canciller brasileño.

Amorim instó a ser "audaces y creativos" para "no perder lo conquistado" desde la Cumbre de la Tierra realizada en Rio de Janeiro en 1992.

"Los graves desafíos de quince, diez o hasta cinco año atrás se tornaron más graves. No podemos esperar que el cuadro empeore aún más", advirtió Amorim.

El canciller brasileño destacó la importancia de "las nuevas asociaciones sur-sur" en materia de medio ambiente. Hizo mención a los acuerdos alcanzados por China y Brasil para vigilar a través de satélites la tala de árboles y mencionó la significativa merma en la deforestación de la Amazonía.

Además de Brasil, participan en los debates ministros o representantes de Alemania, Antigua y Barbuda, Argentina, Costa Rica, China, Egipto, Estados Unidos, Francia, India, Indonesia, Italia, Japón, Kenya, México, Pakistán, Portugal, Rusia, Reino Unido, Senegal, Sudáfrica y Venezuela.

La ministra brasileña de Medio Ambiente, Marina Silva, dijo que hay que ser "creativos y audaces para promover procesos de decisión que no estén restringidos a los Estados-Nación".

La ministra estimó que el concepto de "desarrollo sustentable ha evolucionado más rápidamente que su implantación" tras la conferencia de Rio de hace 15 años.

Silva mencionó que el propio programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio ambiente (PNUMA) "no evolucionó con la misma velocidad con que se agravó el cuadro ambiental global". Añadió que el PNUMA tampoco "se adaptó a las nuevas dinámicas que pasaron a permear la relación entre los procesos ambientales y las necesidades de desarrollo económico y social".

_____________________________________________________________________________
Xinhua: China Launches 2007 'Green Chinese' Nomination, Polluters To Be Exposed

September 3, 2007 Monday

Beijing, Sept. 3 (Xinhua) - China has begun this year's nomination of "Green Chinese" award, an annual event designed to honour those who have made significant contributions to environmental protection in the country.

At the same time, "negative examples", or those who are found to have polluted or damaged environment, will also be nominated to serve as a warning, according to organizers of the event.

The 2007 "Green Chinese" award nomination was launched in Beijing over the weekend. This year's award  will be given to those people who have made long-term efforts in protecting China's water resources or have made great contributions in dealing with serious water pollution emergencies.

"Sometimes a negative example can serve as a warning," said Wang Panpu, secretary-general of China Environment Culture Promotion Association (CECPA), the event's organizing committee.

The "Green Chinese" award caught public attention last year as a result of the controversial nomination of  Chinese film directors Chen Kaige and Zhang Jizhong, though neither of them made to the final short list.

Chen's film, "The Promise", damaged the environment near a pristine lake shore in Shangri-la of southwest China's Yunnan Province, and Zhang was accused of damaging environment in the Jiuzhaigou National Park in Sichuan Province during shooting. The two later apologized and were fined.

Many netizens described the nomination of the directors as an outrageous irony, saying if it wasn't for Chen's movie there wouldn't have been such a huge attention on environmental protection.

"This shows increasing public attention to the award and the environmental protection," Wang said.

Hong Kong movie star Jackie Chan, also CECPA's vice chairman, rode an electric bicycle to attend the award-launching ceremony, saying he prefers going out in a "green" way.

"It's impossible to protect the environment by only one person. Each Chinese should contribute," he said.

The award, co-sponsored by seven Chinese government departments, including the State Environmental Protection Administration and the Ministry of Culture, and supported by the United Nations Environment Programme, was established in 2005.

The rewarding ceremony will be held on Dec. 12 after nominees go through on-line voting, judge panel review and public voting.

__________________________________________________________________________
Evening News (Edinburgh): Drastic action to reduce impact of plastic

September 3, 2007, Monday  

One Lothian town is leading the battle to end our reliance on polythene bags, says Rosiaina Browning

APLASTIC bag-free frenzy is currently sweeping the nation as North Berwick gears up to become one of the first Scottish towns to ban plastic bags. 

Modbury, in Devon, became Europe's first plastic bag-free town in March this year, and a few months ago the Scottish town of Dunoon announced its plans to be plastic bag-free by next summer. So why are we getting drastic on plastic?

North Berwick and District Business Association, leading the campaign, says the estimated 1.3 million plastic bags used by residents each year constitutes an unacceptable environmental hazard. The UK uses 17 billion plastic bags every year.

Almost everyone keeps a stash of bags for "reuse". However, statistics show that, on average, we use a plastic bag for approximately 12 minutes before disposing of it, and generally only use bags once again before throwing them away.

Discarded bags either end up in landfill or as street litter where they are blown into trees, ditches and even drains. Either way, a plastic bag can last in the environment for hundreds or even thousands of years. It breaks down into smaller and smaller pieces, contaminating the land and ocean and even entering the human food-chain.

In June 2006, the United Nations Environmental Program report estimated there were an average of 46,000 pieces of plastic debris floating on, or near, the surface of every square mile of ocean. The scary fact is that no one appears to know the exact length of time plastic takes to completely rot down!

It is estimated that every year, a million birds and 100,000 marine mammals are severely injured or killed because they ingest or become entangled in plastic. In 2002, the Marine Conservation Society reported that a minke whale, washed up on the east coast of Normandy, had 800 kg of plastic bags in its stomach.

An animal killed by a plastic bag decomposes and the plastic is released back into the environment where it can kill again and again.

But the dangers are not only confined to wildlife. Countries without the resources to divert plastic bags to landfill have major problems with bags littering the landscape, clogging drains and poisoning farms. Bangladesh banned plastic shopping bags in 2002 after they were held responsible for blocking the country's drainage systems, causing major flooding.

Finally, the production of plastic bags expends non-renewable resources and produces emissions that contribute to climate change.

Given the devastating impacts on wildlife, the Scottish Sea Bird Centre, North Berwick, is the ideal location to launch the latest stage in the campaign to boycott plastic bags. Such campaigns not only highlight that plastic bags are unsustainable and unnecessary but also unwanted in our communities.

Rosiaina Browning is Waste Prevention Project Coordinator with Friends of the Earth Scotland

_____________________________________________________________________________
Der Spiegel: Ortstermin: Auf einer internationalen Konferenz in Leverkusen kommen sich junge Umweltschützer und der Bayer-Konzern näher.

3. September 2007

Kaiser, Mario

An dem Morgen, als Reinier Tinapay auf die andere Seite geht, stellen sich ihm drei junge Männer in den Weg. Sie wedeln mit Flugblättern, er soll lesen, was sie zu sagen haben. Sie wollen, dass er auf ihrer Seite bleibt.

Tinapay ist ein Fremder, er kennt Deutschland nicht, er ist 24 Jahre alt und wurde auf den Philippinen geboren. Ein langer Flug liegt hinter ihm, er transportierte ihn in ein Land, das ihn verwirrt. 

Tinapay steht in der Nobelstraße in Leverkusen vor dem Erholungsheim des Bayer-Konzerns und überlegt. Er betrachtet die Männer mit den Flugblättern und die Männer auf der anderen Seite, sie tragen dunkle Anzüge und weiße Hemden, auf deren Kragen "BaySecurity" steht.

Die Männer mit den Flugblättern rufen: "Stop greenwashing!" Sie sagen, dass der Konzern sich reinwaschen wolle, und sie glauben, dass er Tinapay benutzt.

Tinapay ist nach Leverkusen gekommen, um zu einem Netzwerk von jungen Menschen zu gehören, die ihre Zukunft retten wollen, ihre Luft, ihr Wasser, ihre Erde.

Das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (Unep) hat 150 junge Menschen von überall her nach Leverkusen eingeladen, um Ideen für eine nachhaltige Welt zu entwickeln. Die "Tunza International Youth Conference" ist das Gipfeltreffen der jungen Umweltschützer, ein kleines Heiligendamm. Es gibt keinen Metallzaun, keine Wasserwerfer und keine Tornados, die Demonstranten aus der Luft fotografieren, nur ein rotes Absperrband und die Männer von der "BaySecurity".

Die Umweltschützer vor und hinter der Absperrung wollen eine bessere Welt, doch sie spaltet die Frage, ob ein Konzern, der die Welt mit Pestiziden und gentechnisch verändertem Saatgut überzieht, ihr Partner sein darf. Ob es klug ist, in Räumen zu tagen und in Betten zu schlafen, die Bayer bezahlt. Ob der Konzern sich grüner machen will, als er ist.

"Mit wem sollen wir sonst zusammenarbeiten?", fragt Achim Steiner, der Unep-Direktor, und blickt in die Gesichter der Konferenzteilnehmer. "Das ist keine monogame Beziehung, wir haben viele andere Partner." Die jungen Umweltschützer widersprechen nicht. Sie glauben, dass Promiskuität im Umweltschutz nicht schaden kann. Viele von ihnen leben in Ländern, in denen Flüsse verseucht sind, Wälder gerodet, Tierarten ausgestorben, und sie wissen, dass sie Hilfe brauchen in ihrem Kampf. Sie sehen Deutschland als Vorbild, als ein Land, das angenehm kühl ist, industrialisiert und grün. Sie denken an Aspirin, wenn sie an Bayer denken. Sie sind zu jung, um zu wissen, dass ihr Gastgeber früher für ein Insektenspray mit dem Slogan "Der plötzliche Tod ist eine Spezialität aus Deutschland" warb.

Tinapay merkte früh, dass etwas kaputt war in seinem Land. Er war zehn, als die Flut kam. Sie spülte das Haus fort, das seine Eltern in Davao-City, einer Küstenstadt im Süden der Philippinen, gebaut hatten. Tinapay erinnert sich, wie er zwischen Baumstämmen im Wasser trieb. Es waren die Reste abgeholzter Regenwälder.

Die Familie verlor alles, was sie besaß, und Tinapay verlor seine Freunde. Er musste die Schule wechseln. Tinapay gründete mit Freunden eine Umweltschutzgruppe, sie pflanzten auf den gerodeten Flächen neue Bäume. Irgendwann entdeckten sie am Mount Apo, dem höchsten Berg der Philippinen, eine illegale Bananenplantage. Sie meldeten es dem Umweltministerium, doch nichts geschah. Tinapay und seine Freunde hatten kein Geld für einen Anwalt, sie zogen vor den Stadtrat von Davao-City und informierten die Presse. Plötzlich stellten sich Tinapay Männer in den Weg und fragten, wer ihn bezahle. Sie verabschiedeten sich mit dem Rat, gut auf sich aufzupassen.

Die Umweltschützer ließen sich nicht einschüchtern und gewannen den Kampf. Bayer wurde auf Tinapay aufmerksam und machte ihn zu einem seiner Umweltbotschafter auf den Philippinen. Seine Freunde fragten ihn, warum er sich mit Bayer einlasse. Er verstand ihre Vorbehalte nicht. "In den Augen des Umweltschützers gibt es keine Vorurteile", sagt er. "Allein erreichen wir nichts, wir brauchen ein Netzwerk."

Es gab eine Erfahrung, die Reinier Tinapays Blick auf Bayer hätte verändern können. Ende vergangenen Jahres fielen in der Nähe seiner Heimatstadt Kinder in einer Grundschule in Ohnmacht, weil auf einer nahegelegenen Bananenplantage ein Pflanzenschutzmittel von Bayer versprüht wurde. Es war ein hochgiftiges Pestizid, das in Deutschland verboten ist. Bayer hatte vor Jahren versprochen, es auch auf den Philippinen vom Markt zu nehmen.

Tinapay erfährt es erst hier, an dem Ort, an dem Bayer gesteuert wird. Es macht ihn nachdenklich, doch es ändert an seiner Haltung nichts. "Es macht keinen Sinn, sich zu bekriegen", sagt er. "Der einzige Weg, deinen Gegner zu besiegen, ist, ihn zu deinem Freund zu machen."

An seinem ersten Tag in Leverkusen nimmt Tinapay an einem Seminar über "6 degrees of Networking" teil und hört den Astronauten Gerhard Thiele erzählen, wie dünn die Atmosphäre der Erde von oben aussieht. Abends sitzt Tinapay im Kasino und isst mit Silberbesteck, in das der Name "Bayer" graviert ist.

Dann verlässt er die Bayer-Welt.

An Tinapays Hals hängt ein silbernes Kreuz, er ist katholisch. "Ich weiß nicht, ob Bayer praktiziert, was es predigt", sagt er und blickt auf das Werk. Doch er würde es gern glauben. 

====================================================================
Other Environment News

AFP: New Times Atlas displays effects of climate change 

(also in ABC, Times, Telegraph)

Sept 3 2007  
LONDON (AFP) — Creators of the Times Atlas have had to make significant changes to their latest edition because of changes to the world's landscapes caused by climate change, their chief said Sunday.

Cartographers have had to redraw coastlines and reclassify types of land to reflect changes to geographical features like Lake Chad in Africa, which is now 95 percent smaller than it was in 1963.

The last edition of "The Times Comprehensive Atlas Of The World" was published in 2003.

"We can literally see environmental disasters unfolding before our eyes," said Mick Ashworth, the editor-in-chief of the atlas.

"We have a real fear that in the near future, famous geographical features will disappear forever."

He added: "The outline of places are changing, like Bangladesh. Sea levels are rising about three millimetres a year, which has strange effects on the coastline."

Some of the changes are influenced by irrigation schemes, like the Aral Sea in central Asia which has shrunk in size by three-quarters in the last 40 years as waters have been diverted to help a cotton-growing scheme.

The 12th edition of the atlas, which was published for the first time in 1895, includes some 20,000 updates, of which 3,500 are name changes. It contains both social and demographic information.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Climate change lifts APEC temperature

Tue Sep 4, 2007 12:47AM EDT

By Rob Taylor

SYDNEY (Reuters) - Usually derided as teetering "on the tip of irrelevance", this year's Asia-Pacific leaders' summit in Sydney hopes to rise above its reputation for glacial action and have a real impact on the course of climate change.

"If the U.S. and China can agree on a set of principles on the way forward on climate change and get backing from the other APEC members, that will be very hard to ignore," Malcolm Cook from policy think tank the Lowy Institute told Reuters.

Australia's Prime Minister John Howard, expected to call an election soon after the September 8-9 summit, has placed climate change on top of APEC's agenda. APEC, Howard hopes, will counter voter perceptions he has done little to combat global warming.

The United States and Australia have refused to ratify the Kyoto Protocol capping greenhouse gas emissions, calling instead for "aspirational" targets bracketing developed and developing economies, such as China and India.

With Russia's President Vladimir Putin also in Sydney, officials hope the APEC declaration will build on June's G8 summit, in which rich nations agreed to consider a 50 percent cut in emissions by 2050, and throw the momentum forward to a U.N. climate change meeting later this month.

Howard has ruled out binding targets but is hopeful of APEC setting a "global goal" ahead of another September big emitters meeting in Washington, called by Bush to work out future emissions cuts.

SECURITY TALKS

China has come under pressure about its carbon dioxide emissions. The country is expected to overtake the United States as the world's largest CO2 emitter by 2008.

Chinese leaders have rejected emissions caps, but along with the United States, Japan, India, South Korea and Australia is a member of the AP6 group of countries that backs clean energy as a major way to curb emissions. The group also hopes cleaner energy technology will underpin a post-Kyoto pact.

Kyoto's first phase runs out in 2012 and governments want environment ministers to launch two-year talks at a U.N. gathering in Bali, Indonesia, in December to work out a replacement for the Protocol by 2009.

But energy-hungry China views with suspicion planned security talks on the APEC sidelines in Sydney between Bush, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Australia's Howard.

Abe wants the so-called trilateral security talks to become a permanent fixture at APEC, while China has aired suspicions of encirclement if the talks are widened to include India, as Abe has suggested.

Chinese President Hu Jintao became the first major leader to arrive the APEC meetings, starting his six-day visit to Australia on Monday night in resource-rich Western Australia state.

Analysts say China's geopolitical strategy and military build-up is oriented toward securing energy resources to fuel Asia's second-biggest economy.

"Your state is richly endowed with resources," Hu told a beaming Western Australia state premier Alan Carpenter.

APEC LOCKDOWN

Central Sydney is in lockdown for APEC, with thousands of police and troops patrolling inside a five kilometer (3 miles) concrete-and-steel wall sealing off the Sydney Opera House and other central venues against expected violent protests.

Inside the barrier, U.S. officials will try to push forward the stalled Doha round of world trade talks as negotiators reconvene from August holidays in Geneva for what many believe is the last chance to reach a deal.

APEC will focus on intra-regional obstacles to trade, including such "behind the border" issues as competition policy, red tape, corporate governance and legal certainty, senior officials said.

Hu will face questions from other APEC leaders about trade and investment policies after recent problems with Chinese-made goods.

The 21 leaders are to talk over ways to secure the safety of food supplies, the latest focus of the group's counter-terrorism initiatives following previous ones on shipping and airport security.

APEC members are Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan (under the name Chinese Taipei), Thailand, United States and Vietnam.

(Additional reporting by Caren Bohan in Washington and John Ruwitch in Hong Kong)
AFP: Climate activists target Asia-Pacific summit in Australia

by Lawrence Bartlett

Sept 3, 2007

SYDNEY (AFP) - Climate change activists staged a break-in at an Australian power station Monday as a pattern of guerrilla-style raids emerged ahead of a summit of Asia-Pacific leaders in Sydney.

The protest came as already draconian security measures were boosted a day ahead of the arrival in Sydney of US President George W. Bush, who was expected to be greeted with a flurry of angry protests.

Four environmental activists chained themselves to a coal-carrying conveyor belt at the Loy Yang power station in the southeastern state of Victoria, just a day after a coal ship was targeted in a port near Sydney.

The power station, which provides nearly a third of Victoria's electricity, reduced output for five hours before three men and a woman were cut free by police and arrested, a spokesman said.

A spokeswoman for the activists, Michaela Stubbs, said several more protests were planned against the fossil fuel industry to highlight the need to reduce emissions of the greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

The demonstrations were designed to send a message to the 21 leaders of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum meeting in Sydney this week, she told national radio.

"We need to see real action now. Their non-committal, aspirational targets are completely inadequate to stop dangerous climate change," she said.

Global warming is high on the summit agenda, but host Prime Minister John Howard has revealed no attempt will be made to set binding targets for the reduction of greenhouse gases.

Instead, APEC will likely agree on a long-term "aspirational" goal of cutting emissions to replace the main international treaty on climate change, the Kyoto Protocol, when it expires in 2012.

APEC includes the world's three biggest polluters, the United States, China and Russia, while Australia is a major coal exporter.

On Sunday, 12 Greenpeace protesters were arrested and charged after they rode inflatable dinghies out to a ship carrying coal in the port of Newcastle, north of Sydney, and painted an anti-APEC slogan on its hull.

The Australian government has warned of tough action against protesters, and officials Monday defended jittery police who forced three German tourists to delete photographs of a huge security fence erected in Sydney for the summit.

The police action may have been "over the top" but was necessary because demonstrators were reportedly looking for weak points in the fence which they could attack, said New South Wales state Transport Minister John Watkins.

Around 3,500 police, backed by 1,500 counter-terrorism and special forces soldiers, began enforcing a city centre exclusion zone marked by the fence in a security crackdown criticised as excessive by civil libertarians.

Major traffic snarls were predicted as the security crackdown intensifies to cope with the first major anti-US protest scheduled to take place just hours before Bush flies into the harbourside city.

As locals express growing frustration over the fortification of Sydney, Howard blamed the tight security on expected violent protests.

"It's not the fault of the American president, or the Chinese president or the Russian president, it's not the fault of the government. It's the fault of people who threaten violence," he told reporters.

Bush is due in Sydney on Tuesday for a state visit ahead of the summit, and an anti-war group called the Stop Bush Coalition has planned major demonstrations against his presence.

"We are the ones protesting about the violence -- the actual real life violence that is happening today is happening in Iraq. And George Bush and John Howard are responsible for that," said coalition spokesman Alex Bainbridge.

Also on the summit agenda is trade, with APEC leaders set to press for a revival of deadlocked world trade talks by the end of this year, according to a draft statement.

They will urge crucial concessions from the major players in the Doha round of World Trade Organisation (WTO) talks on breaking down global trade barriers, another issue targeted by the protesters.

"Most of these people are demonstrating broadly against capitalism and economic growth," Howard said. "They hate it. They don't believe in economic growth. They think economic growth is poison to the poor."
_____________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Climate activists chain themselves at Australian port

Sept 4 2007


SYDNEY (AFP) - Climate change campaigners chained themselves by the neck to equipment at the world's biggest coal port Tuesday in a protest ahead of a summit of Asia Pacific leaders, officials said.

Police made at least 11 arrests after the protesters jumped a fence at the port of Newcastle, north of Sydney, and chained themselves to coal loaders at its Carrington terminal.

Organisers said their action was continuing at Carrington, where police had cut five people from the machinery, and was stopping work at the port. The group, calling itself Young People Against Climate Change, said it was protesting at lack of action on climate change by Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation leaders as well as raising awareness of the impact of Australia's coal exports.

Police have charged a number of people with trespass, Australian television reported.

Australia is the world's biggest coal exporter. Some of its best customers are Japan and South Korea, both APEC members, while the organisation includes the world's three biggest polluters in China, Russia and the United States.

Coal burning for power generation is a key contributor to emissions of the greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

"All Australia's biggest coal customers are in APEC," intruders' spokesman Nicky Ison said.

"While APEC rhetoric has focused on climate change, it is clear that APEC members have no intention of cutting back fossil fuel use.

"Australia is using the forum to promote the dangerous lie of 'clean coal', not to promote real action on climate change."

The Newcastle protest followed a similar protest Monday by four activists who chained themselves to a coal-carrying conveyor belt at a power station in Victoria state.

The plant, which provides nearly a third of Victoria's electricity, reduced output for five hours before three men and a woman were cut free by police and arrested.

On Sunday, 12 members of the environmental group Greenpeace were arrested and charged after riding inflatable dinghies out to a ship carrying coal off Newcastle and painting an anti-APEC slogan on its hull.
_____________________________________________________________________________

AP: Auto Shops Turn Cars Into Earth-Friendly Vehicles by Having Them Run on Alternative Fuels

By DAISY NGUYEN

Associated Press Writer

Sept 3 2007 

MALIBU, Calif. (AP) -- Colette Brooks' sprawling ocean-view property is dotted with tricked out cars - from a low-rider Lincoln Continental to a Cadillac with plush leather seats. But it's her 1996 Chevy Tahoe that turns the most heads with a rear window decal declaring "It's time to kick gas" and a personalized license plate reading "OFFOIL."

The petite 49-year-old business owner might be a car junkie, but she's indulging her obsession without polluting the air by running her rides on biodiesel and other alternative fuels.

"I feel so superior driving next to a Hummer and going, 'Dude, yo, look at this, this is what you should be doing,'" Brooks said. With her earth-friendly car finder service, Biobling, Brooks is one of many entrepreneurs turning gas guzzlers into green machines as the interest in alternative fuel steadily spreads nationwide. Auto shops and online-based businesses are popping up in places as diverse as Maui, Hawaii, Louisville, Ky., Easthampton, Mass., offering do-it-yourself conversion kits, recycled vegetable oil, fuel delivery, and other services

Current concerns about climate change, high gasoline prices and uncertain availability of foreign oil have brought increased interest in alternative fuels.

Hybrid vehicles such as the Toyota Prius are on track to achieve record U.S. sales this year, according to J.D. Power and Associates, and a growing number of gas-electric models are entering the competitive auto market.

Brooks and other small business owners like her want to appeal to people who love attention-grabbing cars but don't realize they can drive them and leave a smaller tread mark on the environment.

LoveCraft Bio-Fuels in Los Angeles has converted more than 1,400 vehicles to run on vegetable oil by installing a system of heaters, pumps and filters. Its most famous client was Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who modified one of his Hummers.

"To take the vehicle that symbolizes one of the worst environmental violators and get it to run on vegetable oil was pretty cool," LoveCraft co-founder Brian Friedman said.

Brooks runs Biobling with her husband, Eric Cadora, who scours the Internet to help clients find used cars that can run on biodiesel. The couple charge a 10 percent finders fee and more if the vehicle gets tricked out with custom paint, wheels or decals.

Brooks began promoting green cars when she bought a Prius in 2002. After discovering its benefits, she bought a fleet of hybrids for employees at her advertising and marketing company.

Two years later, she was amazed to learn that any old diesel car could run on biodiesel with little or no modification. That's because it's made with plant oil refined to remove a sticky compound called glycerin that would otherwise harm engines. The concept dates back to the late 1800s when the first diesel engine ran on peanut oil.

She set off by buying a diesel Mercedes. Her collection grew as she trolled through e-Bay and other Web sites for old muscle cars she's coveted since she was a little girl.

Today, at least 10 vehicles are parked on her property in Malibu. They include the Lincoln Continental Mark V designed by the late fashion designer Bill Blass. The gold luxury coupe has tinted windows to give it a "gangsta" look, Brooks said.

Her Chevy Tahoe demonstrates that it's possible to drive a jumbo SUV without fouling the air. And with an increasing number of filling stations in Southern California selling biodiesel, motorists don't have to go too far out of their way to feed their green machines.

A Los Angeles architect who got his 1980 Mercedes coupe from Biobling boasted that he hasn't bought gasoline in nearly a year. Though he spends about $3.29 per gallon for biodiesel, Warren Wagner said he didn't mind paying more for fuel that's produced domestically.

"I'm not supporting big oil," Wagner said. "When I'm driving it around, my car is an ambassador for alternative transportation." The Southern California Biodiesel Users Group boasts about 2,000 members. This month, some of its members formed a 100-car "bio brigade" that cruised through a section of Los Angeles to publicize their pledge to establish more biodiesel filling stations.

Meanwhile, people from as far as Japan and Portugal are contacting mechanics at LoveCraft to order conversion kits, Friedman said. To meet demands in the northwest, the company has opened an auto shop in Portland, Ore.

Four friends who had Lovecraft mechanics convert a Ford pickup to run on vegetable oil plan to take the truck on a yearlong road trip from Orange County to the tip of South America. Their mission is to advocate the use of recycled cooking oil to fuel diesel engine cars.

"People are going to think we're totally insane," said Sean Robbins, 25, of Newport Beach. "But if people can learn about how simple it can be to make a few mechanical changes to let cars run on veggie oil, then it'll be worth getting laughed at."

And an auto mechanic living in the bucolic Ojai Valley north of Los Angeles is out to show that biodiesel isn't for wimps. Joel Woolf's company Veg Powered Systems calls its conversion service "Veg My Ride," a riff on the popular MTV series "Pimp My Ride," which gives old cars flashy makeovers.

Woolf tests his parts by racing his veggie-fueled trucks in the high desert. He and his friends begin the competition with a tailgate party, where they deep-fry food in a vat of hot oil. When the oil cools down a bit, they filter it, feed the tank and rev their engines.

"We'll blow their doors off," Woolf said. "When we're all done, everybody at the racetrack will know about our veggie truck."

If they don't eat his dust, they'll at least be able to taste his exhaust - it smells like tempura.

_____________________________________________________________________________

AP: Israeli Trash Offers Desperately Needed Income to Growing Number of Palestinians

By DALIA NAMMARI

Associated Press Writer

QEBYA, West Bank (AP) -- Walid Hassan used to eke out a miserable living working a dry and unyielding piece of land he inherited from his father.

Now, he and other West Bank Palestinians desperate for cash are inviting Israelis to dump thousands of tons of garbage in their fields - rogue operations that could have dire public health and environmental consequences.

The proliferation of these landfills is a sign of just how scarce money and job opportunities are in the West Bank - all the more so since Israel started reducing the number of laborers it allows across its borders nearly seven years ago.

Israeli waste-disposal companies, lured by cut-rate dumping prices, have been sending dozens of trucks filled with refuse to villages every day to deposit unsupervised trash on land just across the boundary. "Instead of the truck driver going to a site in Israel, dumping there and paying 1,500 shekels ($360) for a single shipment, he comes here and pays only 150 shekels ($36)," said Hassan, whose family has turned more than one-third of its 16-acre plot into a landfill.

On a recent day, smoke darkened the air near the dump, which lies just a few hundred yards from a clutch of olive trees, a simple one-story house and a sheep pen. Hassan instructed a truck with Israeli license plates where to deposit the garbage.

With five dump sites operating within a 3-mile radius, Ayman Nafee, mayor of the neighboring village of Nelein, says this new trend has to be halted fast - before villagers regret it.

"There are risks that people are not aware of," Nafee said. "There is no supervision of this waste. We don't even know if it includes toxic substances that might cause cancer."

Nelein lies close to the central Israeli city of Modiin, just a 30-minute drive from Tel Aviv. Nafee says the waste companies are owned by both Jews and Israeli Arabs.

Nafee says at least 20 trucks enter his village daily from Israel, carrying at least 15 tons of refuse - including building materials, hospital waste and restaurant leftovers that government officials said could contaminate groundwater over time if left to percolate.

Smoke billows from the impromptu dumps - and because the burning is unsupervised, the threat of health problems looms.

"The Israelis dump chemicals and building materials, and there's no supervision of what comes in on these shipments," said Omar Samha, deputy assistant minister at the Palestinian Ministry of Local Government. "The property owners are causing harm to the environment and to their neighbors."

Truck driver Abdel Rahim Skafee said he comes to Qebya from the central Israeli city of Ramle about 10 times a week. He said the close location makes it easier - and cheaper - to dump waste. He spoke as he unloaded a shipment of leaves, plastic bags and tires.

The dumps are providing livelihoods for hundreds of people.

Abed Ali Saed comes to the Hassan's site daily to scavenge for iron, copper and other metals he can sell on the local market to feed his family of 12.

"I am working here and get 50 or 60 shekels ($12) a day," he said. "I have a family of 12 to support and I can't get a permit to work (in Israel). Poverty has forced us to work here."

About 150,000 Palestinian workers used to cross daily into Israel, but the number has dropped to about one-third that figure since the Palestinian uprising against Israel began in late 2000. The separation barrier Israel has built along and sometimes inside the West Bank has made it even harder for workers to enter, even illegally. West Bank unemployment is about 26 percent, according to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics,

Atayeh Badran, 18, of Qebya, comes with his two younger brothers every day to Nelein to pick through mountains of garbage, some in orange bags, for scraps to sell. It's the only source of income for their family, Badran said. "If they stop (the garbage deliveries) they will cut off not only one person's livelihood, but the livelihood of many people," Badran said. Israel has exported its refuse to Palestinian areas before, but other dumps have been sanctioned by the Israeli government. Israel captured the West Bank from Jordan in the 1967 Middle East war.

Sharon Achdut, a spokesman for Israel's ministry of environmental affairs, said he knew nothing about the unsanctioned dumps.

Some of these new landfills have been idled. Mohammed Nafee, 43, used to work as a housepainter in Israel, and saw the landfill business as a way to make quick and easy money. He put down his brushes almost a year ago to turn about half of his eight acres into a dumping ground.

About 10 trucks a day used to rumble onto his property to leave garbage. Now, he's being sued by the Nelein municipality and is out of jail on bail, awaiting trial.

"These people do not have the right" to use the land in this way "just because they own the land," said the deputy police chief of Ramallah, Abu Ali. "There are other issues concerning the environment and public health."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty: Madrid Conference Seeks Ways To Stop Desertification 

(also in Le Monde)

September 3, 2007 (RFE/RL) -- More than 2,000 delegates from around the world have gathered in the Spanish capital to discuss ways to stop desertification, or the process that turns arable land into unusable desert.

The United Nations-sponsored conference in Madrid runs through September 14, and is just one of several key international gatherings on the environment set to take place this month. 

Politicians and experts from nearly 200 countries are taking part in the conference.

According to a UN study published in June, desertification affects 200 million people around the world. 

The UN warns that some 50 million people could be displaced by desertification within the next decade.

The worst-hit areas are sub-Saharan Africa and Central Asia. And globally, desertification costs an estimated $65 billion a year in lost income.

The Madrid conference’s aim is to analyze the phenomenon of desertification around the world, identify funding priorities and adopt a new 10-year "strategic plan." That plan should spell out how to tackle the problem and offer a realistic timetable for achieving goals.

Busy Month On Environment

The gathering comes amid a flurry of international attention on the environment.

Just last week, delegates from 158 nations gathered in Vienna to consider steps toward agreeing a new climate pact to replace the UN’s Kyoto Protocol. And later this month, there will be a major gathering on climate change both at the UN in New York and one in Washington hosted by U.S. President George W. Bush.

Speaking in Vienna last week, Yvo De Boer, who heads up the UN office that deals with climate change, said all the attention on the environment reflects a "change of mood" internationally.

"There is a change in mood, there are important countries who say the time for talk has come to an end, the time to negotiate has begun," De Boer said. "But not everyone in the room is saying that yet. And that's why I think the Secretary General's event for one thing is critically important to get us to the momentum that we need.”

As for desertification, climate change is seen as just one of several causes of a ravaging process that quickly transforms arable soil into dry wasteland.

One key cause is modern agricultural practices. 

Modern farming requires massive amounts of water. That depletes underground aquifers, which are often then filled by seawater. That salinized soil then requires chemical fertilizers to hold onto water. Those chemicals do their own damage to the land, further stripping its ability to absorb rainfall.

Over time, the soil becomes so depleted that it becomes parched desert. And it’s happening around the world, from the Aral Sea to the Mediterranean to North America.

Unless action is taken to curb the problem, the UN warns that some 50 million people could be displaced by desertification within the next decade.

Experts in Madrid will be looking for ways to implement land management policies that protect existing flora from overgrazing and unsustainable irrigation practices.

After all, it’s easier and much cheaper to prevent the problem than it is to fix it after once-rich land has been transformed into desert.

National Public Radio: Arctic Businesses Learn to Adapt to Climate Change

by Steve Inskeep

Morning Edition, September 4, 2007 ·

Gordon Van Tieghem is the mayor of Yellowknife in northern Canada near the Arctic Circle.

He's also a hunter. And as the weather grows warmer, he's noticing more animals drifting up from the south.

"In our area, we've seen cougars, we have crows. It's just in the last 10 years that crows (appeared) — the last 15 years that we've had magpie, white-tailed deer. It's all indicative that something's changing," Van Tieghem says. 

Climate change is not only impacting wildlife in the area. It is affecting the economy. Van Tieghem says he has also noticed signs of change in the region's business.

The Arslanian Cutting Works is one small part of a multi-billion dollar Canadian diamond industry. This company at the top of the world has grown from nothing to something in less than two decades.

Its manager, Bob Bees, says some diamonds are imprinted with a microscopic polar bear.

"Our diamonds are special, because not only are they mined in Canada, they're manufactured in Canada," Bees says. 

And it's implied that part of the value of these diamonds is that they are not from a war zone. 

The diamonds can remind of you little fragments of ice, which is appropriate when you consider how this booming industry has adapted to Canada's harsh climate. The big mines get their supplies trucked in over the ice.

Tom Hoefer, a spokesman for the Diavik mine, says this process makes his industry sensitive to the climate.

Every winter, the mines truck in supplies across a string of frozen lakes. It's the only connection between Yellowknife and mines that may be hundreds of miles away.

During one recent winter, the ice wasn't thick enough. In order to keep running, the owners of Hoefer's mine spent millions of dollars on a kind of Berlin airlift for gemstones.

Yellowknife has turned into a boomtown, where everybody seems to want a piece of the diamond business. Consider the local diner, where half the customers seem to be prospectors.

Even the woman pouring coffee invested in a project managed by a customer. This customer, John Dalton, hopes he's about to find diamonds.

Consider the local contractors Dalton's company hired to pound holes in the rock outside town. The region's economy revolves around projects like this.

In 2006, a truck on the way to this exploration site broke through the ice on the Great Slave Lake. It sank.

Though this past winter was colder, Van Tieghem says entrepreneurs have been arriving in town, offering solutions to keep business going amid changes in climate.

Some mining companies are proposing a permanent road on land, not ice.

Hoefer says it would reach from the mines to a place even farther north — to the seaways of the Arctic. It could encourage even more yawning mines. 

From an airplane, Canadian Glen Warner comments on one large mine. 

"You see the open pit down below, down to the lower left there, you can see the great big multi-ton trucks, looking tiny at the bottom of the pit — and the road going around on the inside of the kimberlite pipe getting narrower as it gets to the bottom," Warner says. 

Warner owns a tourist lodge at Bathurst Inlet on the northern shore of mainland Canada. This is the spot where some mining companies speak of opening a port.

Warner says he has trouble believing that the world has really changed that much.

Decades ago he was a Canadian Mountie and his patrols took him across the sea routes that people now speak of using for cargo ships.

Northern Canada's new warmer winter is still pretty cold by American standards. But compared with decades past, one Canadian climatologist describes the region as "on fire."

Multi-billion dollar businesses are seeking solutions to make sure they don't get burned.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Parks 'failing Africa's wildlife'

The decline in kob antelopes has been blamed on illegal hunting

National parks in Africa, originally set up to conserve endangered species, are failing to protect wildlife within their boundaries, a study claims.

Researchers say a decline in the number of large mammals, such as antelopes, was a result of increased pressures on the reserves' ecology.

They said the parks faced an uncertain future as a greater number of people increased the demand for resources.

The study has been published in the African Journal of Ecology.

"For years, wildlife managers and biologists in Africa have known that large mammals were disappearing outside reserves," ecologists Tim Caro and Paul Scholte wrote.

"But now a raft of studies are showing that we have moved beyond this to the next step - we are losing species from many of Africa's national parks.

"What the new data show is even relatively well-organised protected areas cannot be relied on as long-lasting conservation tools," they added.

Parks under siege

The pair, from the University of California, Davis, US, and Leiden University, Netherlands, examined a number of studies tracking the decline of antelopes.

We may have to get used to [a] relaxation in Africa's network of famous reserves

Tim Caro and Paul Scholte

The main cause behind the animals' decline was human activity, they concluded: "Many parks are subject to the ravaging impact of illegal hunters. "Bushmeat hunting is often the most common factor pressing upon antelope populations. In the old days, this was for local consumption, now it includes tables in far-off cities that, incredibly, extend to London and Paris."

Another factor was marked increases in human populations and immigration, resulting in communities moving into reserves to farm.

Around smaller reserves, the increase in farming shut off migration corridors used by the animals, the researchers added.

They warned that there was "no easy solution" to halt the decline in antelope numbers.

"The old idea of setting aside large tracts of land in remote areas far from human populations is still a viable option in some parts of the continent.

"But it is a conservation approach increasingly outmoded by land-use change, demographics and policy reform," they wrote.

"We may have to get used to [a] relaxation in Africa's network of famous reserves, leaving a continent containing isolated pockets of large mammal diversity living at low population sizes - just like Europe."

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Livestock breeds face 'meltdown'

Many of the world's rare species of livestock face extinction unless conservation measures are taken now, a group of researchers has warned.

They said modern agricultural methods had overlooked the benefits of genetic traits that have evolved in breeds found in developing countries.

Drought or disease tolerant attributes would become increasingly important to farmers in the future, they added.

The findings were presented at a UN summit on animal genetic resources.

Striking a balance

Researchers from the Nairobi-based International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) said that the global market was dominated by a few breeds, selected for their high-yield characteristics.

They added that a report published by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) found that 90% of cattle in industrialised nations came from only "six tightly defined breeds".

But these breeds, from northern temperate regions, were displacing long-established farm animals that were able to cope with conditions found in many developing nations, which was home to 70% of the world's breeds.

They warned that Uganda's indigenous ankole cattle could become extinct within 20 years because it was being displaced by the holstein-friesian, which was able to produce more milk. However, they said that some farmers had lost their entire herds during a recent drought because the friesians were unable to walk long distances to reach the nearest water supply.

Carlos Sere, the ILRI's director general, said the long-term success of livestock farming depended upon striking a balance between the animals and the environment.

"If you look at the developed world, it has largely adapted the environment to suit high producing animals," he told BBC News.

"There are barns, optimum diets, health care, vaccinations. You can get high output in a very controlled environment by optimising a lot of the parameters."

But, Dr Sere said, developing nations did not have the resources to adapt the environment, therefore the animals needed to adapt to the environment.

"They have to survive droughts, pests, diseases, and be able to walk long distances - these traits emerge over thousands of years," he said.

"All these traits, through natural selection and mankind's intervention, have developed a whole array of unique genes that are adapted to these things."

However, because the global market was based around a limited number of high-yielding breeds, the valuable global genetic resource was at risk, he added.

The ILRI researchers made four recommendations to ensure the long-term survival of livestock diversity:

    * establish genebanks in Africa to store semen, eggs and embryos

    * allow great mobility of breeds across national borders

    * encourage farmers to maintain a variety of indigenous livestock

    * use advanced genomic and geographical mapping to match breeds to suitable environments

While it might face opposition from campaigners, Dr Sere said the genebank would come into play only if the other recommendations failed.

Mongolian farmer milking a cow (Image: ILRI)

In-situ conservation also keeps indigenous knowledge alive

"What we are saying is that this is insurance that the world is buying," he said.

"In-situ conservation makes a lot more sense because it is cheaper but it also has the very important advantage that it involves the local communities.

"You are not only conserving the genes but you are maintaining the local indigenous knowledge."

However, he added that it was necessary to establish the genebanks as soon as possible because "once the breeds are gone, they are gone forever".
Another recommendation that could face opposition amid concerns over biosecurity was moving livestock across national borders. Poultry farmers across the globe are on alert for signs of avian flu, and farming in the UK is just returning to normal after a localised outbreak of foot-and-mouth, a disease that devastated the industry in 2001.

"We are not saying avoid the whole health dimension," explained Dr Sere. "The central point we are making is that the broader a species is spread, the higher the chance the species will [survive].

"When you have Country A, which has displaced a breed for a higher yielding one, which then realises that the climate is changing or disease pressures change, there is a chance to get it back.

"By having a multi-location use, the chances are much higher than if the resources were just owned by one country."

The researchers' recommendations were presented by Dr Sere at a scientific forum ahead of political discussions at the UN Food and Agriculture Organization's first summit on animal genetic resources.

Delegates at the five-day gathering hope to reach agreement on a global long-term strategy to ensure the survival of the world's livestock breeds.

The Guardian: Industrial revolution

Monday September 3, 2007

Some of Britain's ugliest industrial sites are being transformed into wildlife paradises, providing a haven not just for plants and animals, but also for the people who visit them, reports Stephen Moss

Canvey Wick, on the edge of the Thames Estuary, has been called "England's little rainforest", and with good reason. For its size, the site supports more different species of plant and animal than any other place in Britain.

When I visited on a sunny July day, marbled white butterflies flitted from flower to flower, brown-banded carder bees fed on rich supplies of nectar, and the eponymous Canvey Island ground beetle crawled around the sandy soils. Meanwhile whitethroats sang, marsh orchids flowered in profusion, and common lizards sunbathed on burned-out cars.

This last image reveals an important clue about Canvey Wick's past; a past that is more relevant to our industrial heritage than to natural history. For this was once the site of a huge oil refinery, built in the late 60s to meet the growing demands of a nation in love with the motor car. In 1973 the global oil crisis brought an end to our dreams of carefree motoring, and the resulting recession meant that the Canvey Wick oil refinery never opened. Abandoned for decades, it became a "brownfield site", which the dictionary defines as "land on which development has previously taken place". The plan was to turn the place into a business park, but before the bulldozers arrived, nature moved in - and luckily Canvey Wick is now set to become a nature reserve. Good news for the ground beetle - and all the other plants and animals that find refuge here.

Canvey Wick is far from the only former industrial site in Britain to be transformed into a wildlife paradise. On the other side of the capital, in south-west London, four disused reservoirs have been transformed into the WWT London Wetland Centre.

The vision of the 20th century's greatest conservationist, Sir Peter Scott, the centre now attracts more than 180 different kinds of bird a year - including kingfishers, sand martins and the occasional bittern - and thousands of human visitors.

In keeping with its genteel surroundings, the London Wetland Centre also has excellent visitor facilities: as a celebrated advertising campaign of the 1980s might have put it, "an ace caff with quite a nice nature reserve attached". Catering to a broad clientele is one of the secrets of the centre's success. Conservation organisations have long since shed the hair-shirt attitudes of the past, and are now finding ways to make a trip to their reserves genuinely enjoyable.

Gone are the days when in order to visit the RSPB's flagship reserve at Minsmere in Suffolk you had to apply for a permit, in writing, weeks in advance. When I first went there in 1973 you couldn't get so much as a cup of coffee, let alone anything more substantial to fortify you after a long day's birding. Nowadays there is a cafe that has a healthy turnover of customers and which ploughs back its profits into bird conservation.

Now, the RSPB is taking an even more far-sighted view of how to attract new visitors - and ultimately add to its million-plus membership. Smarting from accusations that it appeals only to the comfortable middle-classes, or those with easy access to the countryside, it is creating a whole series of major reserves - but with a difference. These new reserves are either in, adjacent to, or easily accessible from some of our largest urban areas, the theory being, in the saying from the movie Field of Dreams, "If you build it, they will come". Brownfield sites are ideal for this, as they are often near cities and they are generally unused.

Of course, first, you have to build the reserve - not always an easy task. At London's Rainham Marshes, the first job was to clear away dumped cars, washing machines and fridges, and remove some particularly lethal chemicals. Then the bulldozers were brought in to dig lagoons for wildfowl and wading birds; areas were landscaped and planted with reedbeds; and finally a state-of-the-art, architect-designed visitor centre was built.

Having birded at Rainham regularly during the 1980s and 1990s, I can hardly recognise it today. In less than a decade, it has turned from a depressing wasteland into a premier-league bird reserve, and is now attracting visitors from all over London and the south-east.

Elsewhere in Britain, similar changes are either under way or have already been achieved. Wath Ings, a series of colliery slagheaps and pits on the outskirts of Barnsley, and once home to a mob of twitchers calling themselves the "Wath Ings boot boys", has been given a complete makeover. Now known as Old Moor, it is a model of urban conservation, where the air is filled with the sound of breeding terns and drumming snipe in summer, and the calls of lapwing and golden plover in winter.

To the north, the same is being attempted - but on an even larger scale - at a vast, 1,000-acre site at Saltholme on Teesside. Project manager Kevin Bayes showed me around on a blustery day in March, and gave me a sneak preview of what will eventually become the RSPB's north of England flagship reserve, due to open next year. As the wind whipped in from the estuary, we stumbled across two grey partridges - a bird that has vanished from most of the countryside because of unsympathetic farming methods - while overhead, two peregrines tussled with the local crows.

As Bayes explained, his job involves everything from planning where the wader scrape will be, to designing the kitchen for the visitor centre cafe. A local man, his passion runs through him like the pattern in a stick of rock. Vision is everything in a place like this: the vision to see that a derelict industrial site can be transformed - with the help of a few million pounds - into a must-see attraction for families from all over the north of England. As for the future, the sky really is the limit. The opportunities for turning old quarries into wildlife havens are set out in the RSPB's recent report Nature after Minerals. The benefits of such projects are not just for birds, but also for local communities, who discover that what they think of as a blot on the landscape can be changed, in just a few years, into an amenity for the whole community.

Former RSPB chief executive Barbara Young has a favourite phrase for these sites: "Just add water." Water - either from existing quarry pits or pumped in from local rivers and canals - is the key to attracting and supporting the widest range of species. I discovered this on my visit to the society's latest and potentially most exciting project, Middleton Lakes, near Tamworth in the West Midlands.

Just three miles from the busy M42 Birmingham ring road, these gravel quarries are being turned into what has just become the RSPB's 202nd reserve. Its accessibility - less than an hour's drive from all the major cities in the Midlands, and only a couple of hours from London and the north-west - means it is forecast to attract at least 40,000 visitors a year by the time it opens to the public in 2009.

A stroll around with site manager Nick Martin opened my eyes to the possibilities of the place. A pair of spotted flycatchers hawked for flies, while a willow tit - another rapidly declining species - chattered noisily in the scrub alongside the canal. And it is not just birds: purple hairstreak and small copper butterflies, and a whole host of dragonflies and damselflies, were taking advantage of one of this summer's rare sunny days.

Martin is under no illusions about the huge task facing him and his colleagues; but he is also fired by the possibilities of creating a place that can reach out beyond the traditional, middle-class membership of the RSPB to attract young, urban families and other city-dwellers who haven't previously visited any kind of nature reserve. As the mission statement for the reserve reads, "The RSPB's vision is to create a place of outstanding value for birds, wildlife and people in pleasant, tranquil surroundings within easy reach of the heart of the Midlands."

If they succeed, it will be an appropriate place to do so. At the entrance to the reserve is Middle-ton Hall, dating back to the 14th century, and currently being restored to its full glory. In an oak-panelled room, Professor Ian Dillamore of the Middleton Hall Trust gave me a potted history lesson. I learned that during the late 18th century, the hall was the home of Francis Willughby and John Ray, two men who between them virtually invented modern natural history.

After Willughby died unexpectedly in 1672, his friend and protege, Ray, published the first bird book written entirely in English. The Ornithology of Francis Willughby of Middleton in the County of Warwick marks the point at which natural history turned from being superstition and guesswork into a modern scientific discipline based on accurate observation.

Ray went on to revolutionise the world of botany, laying the foundations for the classification system we still use today. Largely neglected compared to his more famous contemporaries such as Isaac Newton, he has been described as "the English Aristotle, with whom the adventure of modern science begins".

I like to think that during a break from his studies he might have wandered the fields alongside the River Tame near Middleton Hall, and enjoyed the abundant birdlife of this hidden corner of the Midlands countryside. Also, that more than three centuries later, he would approve of the work being done here: work to create a place where people from all walks of life can come for a day out, and enjoy our greatest free natural resource - our native wildlife.

What to watch out for on 'brownfield' sites

Little ringed plover (London Wetland Centre)

The little ringed plover colonised Britain in the years after the second world war, taking advantage of the hundreds of sand and gravel quarries created to meet the need for roads and house-building. This diminutive wader has very specialised nesting requirements: it needs bare gravel to camouflage its eggs and chicks. Man-made islands at the London Wetland Centre are an ideal substitute for working quarries - and much safer for the plovers.

Scarce emerald damselfly (Canvey Wick)

Once thought to be extinct in Britain, the scarce emerald was rediscovered in Essex in the 1980s, and is now a regular breeding species here. However, it is likely to be overlooked as it can only be told apart from its commoner relative, the emerald damselfly, by examining its anal appendages.

Water vole (Rainham Marshes)

Although Rainham has been developed primarily for birds, the site is also home to no fewer than 10% of the UK's water voles. Once common, the water vole is now Britain's fastest declining mammal, due mainly to predation by the introduced North American mink.

Lapwing (Middleton Lakes)

Once one of our commonest farmland birds, the lapwing has declined so rapidly that it is now on the UK biodiversity action plan red list - for species whose populations have fallen by more than half in the past 25 years. The specially managed wet meadows at Middleton Lakes should also attract other declining waders such as snipe and redshank.

Great crested grebe (Saltholme)

One of the species that led to the founding of the RSPB - to stop the trade in bird skins and feathers - the great crested grebe is now flourishing. This is partly because so many disused gravel quarries and other industrial sites have been turned into wetland nature reserves.

· Stephen Moss is a naturalist, writer and broadcaster, based at the BBC Natural History Unit. His forthcoming series, The Nature of Britain, will be broadcast on BBC One this autumn.

· For information on visiting RSPB reserves including Rainham, Saltholme and Middleton Lakes: rspb.org.uk/reserves; WWT London Wetland Centre and other Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust centres: org.uk; Canvey Wick: naturalengland.org.uk or buglife.org.uk/conservation
____________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles Times: Hindus urged to adopt 'green' cremation

Most Hindus prefer open funeral pyres, which enable them to perform key rituals.

One Indian group offers a method that uses less wood to burn bodies. Some are wary.

By Bruce Wallace, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

September 3, 2007

VARANASI, India — Cremation fires crackle all day long on the chipped concrete steps of this riverside holy city, the blazes spewing ash and flakes over the mourners who crowd its famous piers. Sweating, bare-chested men stoke the funeral pyres, squinting against the sting of smoke as they lug and stack the bundles of logs needed to burn the procession of Hindu dead.

And when the bodies are incinerated and the families have taken away the ashes of their loved ones, the men sweep the residue into the Ganges River.

The detritus of death, mingling with life.

Devout Hindus regard cremation as an essential rite that frees the soul from the body, enabling its journey to the next level. But with India's Hindu population of about 800 million ensuring a massive number of open-air cremations, there is a growing awareness that this adherence to religious orthodoxy carries a toll for the temporal world.

It takes a lot of wood to burn a body: The demand for funeral pyres strips the country of more than 50 million trees annually, according to some estimates. Cremations also release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. And the body parts sometimes dumped into rivers and streams add further toxicity to water that is already badly polluted.

"We have come to a stage where if we don't come up with a solution for dealing with the dead, we are going to affect the survival of the living," said Anshul Garg, director of Mokshda, a nonprofit group in New Delhi that is campaigning for an environmentally friendly approach to cremation.

In traditional Hindu cremations, the body is placed atop a pile of wood. The corpse is then covered with more wood and burned in the open air. Mokshda says this method requires as much as 880 pounds of wood to burn a single corpse (though the wood porters in Varanasi say the amount is closer to 600 pounds), a process that can take as long as six hours.

Mokshda's alternative is the "Green Cremation System," a cremation bier it developed 15 years ago and has been tinkering with since. The organization believes it has perfected its design, saying it can burn a body using a mere 220 pounds of wood in a third of the time.

Wood is integral to Hindu cremation rites, a symbolic connection between the body and the earth, which is why the first layer of wood is laid on the ground. The Mokshda system's innovation is to place that first layer of wood on a raised metal grate, allowing for better air circulation. A chimney is placed over the pyre to cut heat loss.

"We have improved the flow of air and where there is a proper flow of air, your combustion efficiency increases," Garg said. "This is not a new technological gizmo. It's a simplicity, like improving the efficiency of a wood stove."

Mokshda's system has made only tiny inroads so far. It has 12 units of its latest model, which on average costs about $30,000, in operation, with orders for 80 more in the pipeline. But the potential demand is enormous. Mokshda says it has identified 800 crematoriums across India as possible users. The Delhi metropolitan area alone has about 350 crematoriums, their flaky residue occasionally drifting over nearby neighborhoods.

But the Mokshda system faces two big obstacles to acceptance. For one thing, improving cremation methods is a low priority for cash-strapped municipalities facing a host of public health issues. An even greater obstacle is the resistance of traditionalists who don't want to mess with a matter as sensitive as the fate of a loved one's soul.

"We have changed other rituals -- marriage, eating habits, clothing -- but rituals around death are the hardest to change," Garg said. "People are hesitant to talk about death; there is a fear. So they say they'll stick with what they've been following through the ages."

The government also has largely failed to get Hindus to sign on to environmentally friendly cremations. Beginning in the 1960s, municipal governments began installing electric or gas-fueled crematoriums, offering to dispose of bodies at a fraction of the cost of traditional cremations, which can be $50 to $75, depending on the quality and amount of wood used.

But most Hindus have balked at this option, saying that oven-like crematoriums prevent them from carrying out important rituals such as the mukhagni, in which a fire is lighted in the body's mouth, and the kapal kriya, in which the corpse's skull is shattered by a blow from a bamboo stick to release the soul.

It is mostly unclaimed corpses that are burned in electric and gas crematoriums, stigmatizing them as being for the poorest of the poor. "It's a good method -- there's less pollution because you are not dumping lumps of flesh into the river -- but we don't get many bodies," said Panchdev Singh, 47, the operator of Varanasi's electric crematorium. There are no bodies awaiting Singh's attention. One of his two machines is out of order, and business has fallen off since 2000, when the municipality raised the price to about $12.

"Now the only people who come here are the very poor or the ones brought in by the police," Singh said.

Mokshda says its system can succeed where the electric one failed because it allows Hindus to perform traditional rituals. The challenge is to convince devout Hindus that using less wood does not break with orthodoxy. Even Garg acknowledges that it will be a while before Mokshda's cremation bier is welcome in a place such as Varanasi.

"I doubt it would be a hit here," said Dinesh Yadav, 21, who has taken over the family wood business, running a gang of 10 porters for cremations on Varanasi's ghats, or riverside steps. "People want to do it the Hindu way. Older people, especially, will never settle for being burned with less than the required quantity of wood."

Yet the realities of the outside world intrude even on this holiest of Hindu cities. Yadav recalled the wood shortage of 2005, when scarcity meant the bodies backed up on the ghats while they waited for supplies. The price of wood is 50% higher than it was five years ago.

"A time will come when we'll probably have to move to a new way," he said.

And in his office on Varanasi's back streets, Kameshwar Upadhyay, a Hindu scholar known for his strict views, looked thoughtfully at photographs of the Mokshda system and didn't dismiss it as heretical. He acknowledged that India is groaning under the stress of an expanding population. And if he was not about to welcome the Mokshda system in the spiritual center of Varanasi, he thought it might not be a bad idea in big cities.

"There is a provision that after death, a person needs to be completely de-linked from this Earth, and fire helps in that goal," Upadhyay said. "But there are changing situations that come to us on Earth and we have to work out compromises for that. As long as mukhagni and kapal kriya can be followed, there should be no problem.

"Fire," he said, "is fire."
_____________________________________________________________________________

IHT:Vatican seeks to be carbon neutral 

By Elisabeth Rosenthal

Monday, September 3, 2007 

TISZAKESZI, Hungary: This summer the cardinals at the Vatican accepted an unusual donation from a Hungarian start-up called Klimafa: The company said it would plant trees to restore an ancient forest on a denuded island by the Tisza River to offset the Vatican's carbon emissions.

The young trees, on a 15-hectare, or 37-acre, tract of land that will be renamed the Vatican Climate Forest, will in theory absorb as much carbon dioxide as the Vatican makes through its various activities in 2007: driving cars, heating offices, lighting St. Peter's Basilica at night.

In so doing, the Vatican announced, it would become the world's first carbon-neutral state.

"As the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, recently stated, the international community needs to respect and encourage a 'green culture,' " said Cardinal Paul Poupard, head of the Pontifical Council for Culture, who took part in a ceremony marking the event at the Vatican. "The Book of Genesis tells us of a beginning in which God placed man as guardian over the earth to make it fruitful."

In many respects, the program seems like a win-win-win proposition.

The Vatican, which has recently made an effort to go green on its own by installing solar panels, sought to set an example by offsetting its carbon emissions.

Hungary, whose government scientists are consulting on the project, will take over large swaths of environmentally degraded, abandoned land restored as a native forest. That will have a beneficial effect on the climate here, and provide jobs in a economically depressed area.

Klimafa, an 18-month-old company, gets the Vatican's seal of approval and a lot of free publicity for its first project. In addition to the Vatican's 15 hectares, several European governments as well as Dell, the computer maker, have purchased carbon offsets, which will be backed by planting trees on the 225-hectare island.

"It seems so obvious, but no one was doing it," said David Gazdag, a former medical doctor who brokered the project with backing from his San Francisco parent company, Planktos International.

But creating and selling carbon "offsets" or "credits" is still a novel concept for both business and science, and much controversy remains. The calculation for planting trees is especially complicated.

Planting forests is only "a partial solution, and a temporary one," said Laszlo Galhidy, forestry officer for the environmental group WWF Hungary, although he praised the project as a useful step.

Young forests - dominated by growing trees - soak up lots of carbon dioxide, but once the forests mature, they absorb far less, he said.

Also, carbon credits are not a hard currency like a euro or a Hungarian forint, but something far more nebulous, like a stock market future. There is no scientific system for predicting the exact carbon absorbing capacity of a project like the Vatican Forest, whose trajectory depends on rainfall, temperature and how fast trees grow.

Finally, man increases his polluting activities faster than he can offset them.

"Planting forests will only compensate for a small fraction of emissions, even if you cover all of Hungary in young trees," Galhidy said.

Gazdag acknowledges that carbon offsetting is not an exact science. "People have only been thinking about offsetting for about 10 years," he said.

But he and others say that market mechanisms created by the Kyoto Protocol and the European Union at least force polluters to pay in some form for the emissions they create.

Kyoto and the EU's Cap and Trade program set emissions targets for countries or large companies. Those that exceed their allowances - emitting too much carbon - need to purchase carbon credits from countries or companies that do not need their allotment, or from companies like Klimafa that create credits through green projects like planting trees.

On the EU market, carbon credits are trading at about €21, or $28; one credit counters one ton of emitted carbon dioxide. Klimafa says its donation to the Vatican is worth about €100,000.

Some U.S. companies, like Dell, voluntarily purchase credits as a sign of their environmental commitment even though there is no U.S. law that requires them to do so.

Within Europe, the EU program allows for a much-needed transfer of money from the more developed countries of Western Europe to the new economies of the East.

Countries and companies in the West tend to exceed their allowances, whereas Eastern countries tend to have excess credits to sell since so many polluting Communist-era factories have been shut.

Also, many of the former Eastern Bloc countries had to decommission farmland to join the European Union in accordance with EU agricultural policy.

In Hungary, as in other new member states, huge tracts of marginal fields have been repurchased by the government from farmers and are readily available for reforesting.

The island that will host Klimafa's first eco-restoration project, originally called Forest Island, was cleared in the Middle Ages, though it is on a flood plain and has always been risky to farm.

Klimafa is also negotiating for nine more projects in Hungary as well as others in Bulgaria and Romania.

The island is now a mix of tangled weeds, wetlands, a lake and a few fields of corn that farmers are planting illegally even though they no longer own the land. Much of the island is a jumble of goldenrod and amorpha fruticosa - a tree-like weed that grows like wildfire.

The plant "doesn't sequester much, and it is not stable, since it has little biodiversity since it is mostly two or three species," said Gergely Torda, a plant biologist from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences who is consulting on the project. "It is deforested enough that you pretty much have to start from scratch to restore the native forest."

He scans the land as a blank canvas, describing plans for what will be planted where.

Later this year, Klimafa will begin clearing the weeds, using local labor, and then start environmentally sensitive planting of saplings that are native and will thrive in the local environment. These include willows, beeches, ash, certain poplars and oaks. The growing forest will absorb 10 times the carbon that the land currently absorbs, and will be self-sustaining, Torda said.

Klimafa has been given the right to restore the land by the Bukk National Park, which owns it; costs will be covered by carbon credit purchases.

Torda notes that it will take 50 to 150 years to produce a mature forest. Once that happens it will be less effective, since mature forests contain decaying trees that release CO2, as well as growing trees that absorb it. Also, there are pitfalls that will need to be avoided. Too much plowing, for example, releases carbon from the soil, which reduces the beneficial effect.

In some carbon credit projects, for example in Indonesia, the draining and plowing of peatland to make way for tree planting released so much carbon (peat is rich in the element) that it canceled the effect of the later planting of palm trees, according to Wetlands International. But the soil on the Hungarian island now is dry and low in carbon.

The world of carbon credits is filled with untested projects. For example, Planktos, Klimafa's parent company in San Francisco, plans to seed an area in the Pacific with iron to stimulate the growth of carbon-eating algae.

After the Vatican agreement was announced, Monsignor Melchor Sánchez de Toca Alameda, an official at the Vatican's Council for Culture, told the Catholic News Service that buying credits was like doing penance. "One can emit less CO2 by not using heating and not driving a car, or one can do penance by intervening to offset emissions, in this case by planting trees," he said.

But some critics derided the Vatican for planting trees rather than trying to rein in energy use in Rome. The Vatican did not have to pay anything for the Klimafa program, although the donation is only for 2007, and does not cover air travel.

Just last week, the Vatican began sponsoring low-cost flights for pilgrims from Rome to holy sites like Lourdes. Plane travel is hugely polluting.

_____________________________________________________________________________

La Tribune de Geneve: Nos voitures et nos frigidaires devront consommer moins

4 septembre CLIMAT

Moritz Leuenberger veut stimuler les économies d’énergie et promouvoir les énergies renouvelables. Il espère éviter ainsi la construction d’une centrale nucléaire supplémentaire. 

La télévision qui s’éteint toute seule après quelques minutes en mode «veille», le congélateur qui arbore fièrement sa gommette énergie, ou encore des fenêtres plus étanches pour ne plus laisser s’échapper la chaleur des vieux bâtiments: il y aura bientôt du changement dans notre quotidien. C’est en tout cas l’espoir de Moritz Leuenberger, qui lance le débat autour d’un vaste programme d’économies d’énergie et de promotion des énergies renouvelables. 

Pour le ministre socialiste de l’Environnement, la Suisse n’a plus le choix: une pénurie d’énergie la guette à l’horizon 2020, et la lutte contre le réchauffement climatique commande un changement radical de culture. D’où le plan présenté hier, qui vise à réduire de 1,5% par an la consommation d’énergies fossiles (pétrole, mazout, gaz), à maintenir la consommation d’électricité à son niveau actuel et à augmenter de moitié la part des énergies renouvelables. 

Assainir les bâtiments

Les économies d’énergies, d’abord. Moritz Leuenberger concentre son action dans trois secteurs: 

Les bâtiments: dès 2010, le standard Minergie doit devenir la règle partout en Suisse, y compris lors de rénovations,espère le ministre. Or, ce sont les cantons qui fixent les règles du jeu. Et ils ont du pain sur la planche: dans le canton de Vaud, seuls 200 bâtiments possèdent le fameux label, confirme François Schaller, ingénieur à la Division de l’énergie du canton de Vaud. Et les normes en vigueur sont peu respectées pour les maisons neuves. 

Les appareils ménagers: fini les ampoules à incandescence. Et pour les frigidaires et les lave-vaisselle, l’étiquette énergie A sera la norme dès 2009. Quant aux modèles non conformes, ils seront interdits à l’importation. Pas de souci toutefois pour votre vieille machine à laver: cette exigence ne s’appliquera qu’aux nouveaux appareils. 

La mobilité: comme déjà annoncé, Berne projette une taxe sur les carburants de 15 à 50 centimes par litre. Parallèlement, elle veut encourager l’achat de véhicules propres en accordant des rabais. Enfin, les véhicules trop gourmands ne pourront plus être importés. 

____________________________________________________________________________
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· The Jakarta Post : North Sulawesi to host World Ocean Conference in May 2008 

· The Jakarta Post : FAO helping Bali eradicate bird flu 
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· Viet Nam News : Information access necessary, concludes green energy development workshop
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· China Post : Taiwan's contributions to 'green economy' lauded
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· The Jakarta Post : Indonesian palm oil boom threatens orangutan, environment 
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· Malaya : Anti-mining groups bare threat to Sibuyan

· Bayanihan : DENR, Ms. Earth Foundation partner for info drive     

UNEP or UN in the news

The Jakarta Post : North Sulawesi to host World Ocean Conference in May 2008 

JAKARTA (Antara): The North Sulawesi provincial administration will host a World Ocean Conference (WOC) in its capital, Manado, on May 11-15 next year, a spokesman said here Monday.

"The government guarantees that Indonesia and North Sulawesi is safe. Besides, international conferences we have hosted so far, proceeded without any problem," said Roy Tumiwa, a spokesman of North Sulawesi provincial administration.

He said the central government and the provincial administration would do their best to maintain security and stability in the country in general and in North Sulawesi in particular.

Roy said he hoped that all travel warnings issued by several foreign governments would not affect the event.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the UN Habitat, the UNESCO, Global Forum Ocean, World Wide Fund (WWF), the Partnership in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) and the Arafura and Timor Seas Experts Forum (ATSEF), were among international bodies that have responded positively to the plan.

He said the conference would be a mean for world leaders and decision-makers to gather and make commitments for the development and management of marine resources. (**)

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070903134041&irec=4 

………………………………….

The Jakarta Post : FAO helping Bali eradicate bird flu 

DENPASAR (Antara): The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) helped set up participatory disease surveillance and participatory disease response after the death of two bird flu-related people recently in Bali, an official said.

"The two teams have 72 members. They have been placed in eight districts and one city," Bali husbandry office spokesman Ketut Suarda said Sunday.

FAO also helped form a district surveillance officers team which is tasked to tackle animal health affairs, he said.

"Officials of the three agencies have already attended a coordinating meeting to take precautionary steps to avoid the bird flu virus from spreading further," he said.

The government has set a target of turning Bali and West Java into model provinces in deadly bird flu handling program by 2008.

Bali governor Dewa Beratha has said his administration had earmarked Rp 1.9 billion for bird flu eradication program in the province.(***)

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070902222146&irec=6 

………………………………….

The Jakarta Post : RI fourth biggest contributor to global warming 

MAKASSAR (Antara): Indonesia has been ranked in the fourth position in the list of the biggest contributor countries to the global warming as a result of the high level of its forest fires, an environmental affairs official has said.

Deputy State Minister of the Environment for Environmental Communications and Community Development, Sudarjono made the statement on the sidelines of a regional workshop on climate change here on Saturday.

"If forest fires are taken into account, Indonesia would occupy the fourth rank in the list of biggest contributor to the global warming. However, if seen from the concentration of its green house and transportation gas emissions, Indonesia is still in the 13th position," he said.

He said that Indonesian forests, most of which were in Kalimatan and had been seriously damaged as a result of fires in 2005, were recorded at 28.8 hectares.

Countries who care for climate change and global warming have set up a world organization which focuses its attention on saving the earth from global warming. 

The organization was formed through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Rio de Janairo in 1992, he said.

Called Conference of Parties (COP), the organization held an annual meeting in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997 which gave birth to the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC, which obligated advanced nations to cut down their green house gas emission to 5.2 percent in the 2008-2012 period.

Sudarjono said that viewed from the green house gas emission aspect, the United States were obliged to reduce its gas emission to 24.2 percent, Russia 17.4 percent, Japan 8.5 percent, Canada 3.3 percent and Australia 2.1 percent.

"Unluckily, not all countries agreed to the Tokyo protocol. Among them are the United States and Australia," he said. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070901145806&irec=17 

…………………………………

Media For Freedom : Historic UNWTO Ministers' Summit at WTM 2007

Tuesday, 4 September 2007, Press Release: World Travel Market  

Historic UNWTO Ministers' Summit at WTM 2007: Climate Change Top of Agenda

World Travel Market is to host a major UNWTO Ministers' Summit on Tourism and Climate Change, a key part of an international programme to widen and deepen the debate on one of the biggest challenges facing the industry.

Ministers will be asked to consider and ratify a Declaration recommended by environmental experts at the UNWTO's Summit on Climate Change in Davos, Switzerland in October. 

 The Ministerial Declaration is to be put to the UNWTO's General Assembly at the end of November and will be a major aspect of the organizations submission to the UN's Bali Climate Summit in December 2007. UNWTO Secretary General General Francesco Frangialli called it "the most important and intensive tourism industry analysis on Climate ever undertaken and a key component of the overall global response to an issue, which is, together with Poverty Alleviation, the challenge of our times"

The Ministers' Summit on Tuesday 13 November at ExCeL London, forms part of World Travel Market's Ministers' Programme, now in its third year.

Fiona Jeffery, World Travel Market's Chairman said that WTM was an appropriate event for such a significant initiative to take place. "Over the past 13 years, World Travel Market has become an established business platform on environmental issues", she said.

"Environmental concerns and humanitarian and community issues have been embraced in World Travel Market's original Environmental Awareness Day and latterly with Responsible Tourism Day. At the same time, the UNWTO has identified extreme poverty and climate change as two of the most trenchant issues with truly global impact.

"It is therefore highly appropriate and right that the UNWTO and World Travel Market work together.

"This is a high level event that we hope will make a meaningful contribution to the discussion on the impact of climate change and its knock-on effect on travel and tourism", added Jeffery. "It is important to remember that tourism is not just a potential victim of climate change - although that in itself is of grave concern - but also contributes to its causes. Every one of us has to be concerned, involved and committed to protecting our world and our industry, not only for now, but for future generations."

"The Ministers' Summit at World Travel Market is an historic event that impacts the entire international travel and tourism industry. This is the reason why we will take steps to ensure that everyone working in the international industry can hear the discussions during the Summit and its outcome.

UNWTO Spokesperson Geoffrey Lipman said that "We are delighted that World Travel Market is supporting this event. We believe that UNWTO has a unique opportunity to input to the global decision making process on this critical matter of Climate Response. We plan to do this in a way that reflects key issues of importance to the public and private sector players who we represent, as well as destinations and travelers themselves. We will also ensure that there is a real coherence between Climate Change solutions and the Millennium Development Goals, as they apply to our sector."

The Summit on Tourism and Climate Change is to be held on the eve of the first ever WTM World Responsible Tourism Day, again in association with the UNWTO, on Wednesday 14 November.

The day, supported by many well known figures in the private and public sector, including Sir Richard Branson and Prof David Bellamy, is the world's most ambitious international day of industry action. It is a unique opportunity for governments, the travel industry, local communities and travelers to show that it is practical contributions that count, not just talk.

http://www.mediaforfreedom.com/ReadArticle.asp?ArticleID=4261 

………………………………….

Viet Nam News : Information access necessary, concludes green energy development workshop

01-09-2007 - HA NOI — A comprehensive plan starting from the grassroots needs to be put into action to give poor communities access to renewable energy.

This was the conclusion of a workshop held in the capital city on Wednesday to examine the challenges, barriers and benefits of getting green energy to families living in poverty.

The workshop, organised by the International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF) consortium, discussed the results of their research of a study on the links between poverty and the environment, which is part of a joint project run by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) and UNDP.

The study Opportunities of Renewable Energy Utilisation, conducted in four provinces, Ha Tay, Ha Tinh, Dak Lak and Soc Trang, revealed that alongside the great potential for green energy development, hurdles to setting up clean energy resources in these areas were high.

According to the research, plus points included Government encouragement in the use of renewable energy resources including several research and pilot programmes implemented in a number of districts in Ha Tay province.

However, although the study said ministries and sectors were paying more and more attention to environment management, it also stated that many government officials and households are facing challenges ranging from lack of money for initial investment to worries over how the renewable energy systems will be operated and maintained effectively.

These obstacles should be carefully assessed when designing any rural renewable energy programmes for poor people, the research said.

Another potential pitfall is the limited knowledge amongst local people and local government about renewable energy like biogas.

Except for districts involved in the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development-funded biogas programme, information about renewable energy has not been circulated widely enough to provoke mass interest.

To make matters worse, there was no training in the construction of biogas systems in the four study areas and some households didn’t know how to build their own biogas digesters, their failure denting confidence in the scheme.

Ignorance over the whys and wherefores of sustainable energy was also marked by a lack of action on the part of local Government, with local authorities not including sustainable energy in their socio-economic development and hunger eradication plans.

According to the research, this was partly due to confusion over responsibility, local officials often thinking power supplies like electricity supply was only the concern of the provincial or central governments, while fuel for cooking was up to individual households.

"The power is often cut off and is not sufficient to meet the needs of daily life and production, but we think that these are the concerns of the central or provincial governments. Districts and communes cannot solve such large-scale problems," said an official of Quoc Oai People’s Committee, Ha Tay province.

But lack of information was also important.

"This is the first time we’ve heard of this thing (renewable energy) – from you. I don’t think many people know about renewable energy. They may know about biogas systems, solar radiators, but not about renewable energy," said an official from An Phu ward, My Duc District, Ha Tay Province.

The workshop also discussed several renewable energy projects and programmes, whose results showed positive good working models or lessons learnt from pilot projects.

The meeting heard how these findings could be used to design projects and programmes in the future, where priority should be given to the development of renewable energy policies and legal frameworks at national and provincial levels, as well as the study and proposal of appropriate finance and business models for green energy projects so poor people can get the chance of a better life. — VNS

http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=05SOC010907 

General Environment News

The News Strait Times : Environment, climate change to be key topics

Mustapha Kamil reporting from Sydney

WHETHER or not Australian Prime Minister John Howard will use the Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (Apec) summit in Sydney as a potential boost to his political future is only a speculation. 

But the need to monitor climate change, an issue Howard will strongly push his 20 other counterparts from the Asia Pacific rim to endorse at the end of this meeting, is real.

Howard, possibly seeking another term as prime minister, has been accused of exploiting the global climate change issue, in which his critics say he has not done much during his tenure as leader.

Australia and the United States remain non-signatories of the United Nations-sanctioned Kyoto Procotol, an international binding agreement which seeks to, among others, control emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Non-governmental organisations, including Greenpeace, further allege that Australia and the US are two of the world’s largest emitters of greenhouse gases.

Howard yesterday announced Australia’s readiness to commit A$70.7 million (RM203 million) towards international climate change initiatives.

Canberra’s earlier commitment of A$100 million, which Howard announced in January last year, has been fully committed to 63 regional projects.

Domestic politics aside, diplomats say there is a need for Apec countries and the world in general to start looking into the impact that climatic changes may bring to the global economy.

Apec is in a position to act as the region, which is essentially the Pacific rim, has recorded a three-fold increase in gross domestic product (GDP) to US$37.3 trillion (RM130.6 trillion) since the forum was first established in Canberra in 1989. Apec member economies account for 41 per cent of the world’s population, 56 per cent of global GDP and almost half the world’s trade.

Critics of Apec, however, say this year’s forum, like many in recent years, will stray from more pressing economic issues such as poverty and free trade. 

They said since the Sept 11, 2001 attacks on the US, more complex issues such as terrorism and security have seeped into the forum, relegating the Bogor initiative, which aims for free trade within the region by 2020, into the background.

The issue of Apec membership is also expected to be discussed during the week, given that India has indicated its interest in joining.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi is expected to arrive here on Saturday, a day after he is scheduled to table the 2008 Budget in parliament. 

http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Tuesday/National/20070904085127/Article/index_html
…………………………………

China Post : Taiwan's contributions to 'green economy' lauded

Tuesday, September 04, 2007 - By Dimitri Bruyas, Special to The China Post

Officials from various government and local agencies lauded yesterday Taiwan's contributions to the "green economy" at a press conference in Taiwan, while the 15th APEC Leaders Week was being held in Sydney last Sunday on the same issues. 

This edition of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum focuses on global warming issues and trade. 

It will run until Sept. 9. On Sunday, John Howard, the prime minister of Australia already announced new funding of US$70.7 million for three measures to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions through international cooperation.

"Earth is unique, just like Taiwan," said Shieh Jhy-wei, minister of the Government Information Office. "We hope that Taiwan can participate in the global village through its contribution to the green economy."

For instance, Minister Shieh cited officials from Hualien County for establishing "Hualien's Organic Agribusiness." Yet in 2004, most people scoffed at the idea that farming without pesticides could be possible.

In 2007, Hualien's organic agribusiness sector has expanded to more than 380 farms, from merely 30 in 2004. These farms now cooperate with restaurants across Taiwan to offer healthier products. Altogether, agribusinesses in Hualien County will generate nearly NT$1 billion this year, up from NT$100 million in 2004.

"We are now looking forward to establishing Hualien's organic products as a brand on the market," said Du Li-hua, director-general of the Hualien County Agricultural Bureau. 

Accordingly, Hualien County Government has set up a standardized procedure for inspecting and certifying organic products, which must be tested 10 days prior to going on the market. 

"We strictly implement inspections before delivering certificates," said Du. "In 2004, the first shipment of Taiwanese rice exported to Japan successfully passed 528 pesticide tests."

In 2006, Hualien County spent NT$20 million on tests to guarantee product safety for consumers. These certificates of organic authenticity later helped farmers command a higher price for their products.

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/taiwan/2007/09/04/121064/Taiwan%27s%2Dcontributions.htm
………………………….

China Post : Indonesia dismisses report on human-to-human bird flu

Tuesday, September 04, 2007 - JAKARTA, Reuters

Indonesia rejected on Monday a study by U.S. researchers that concluded that the H5N1 bird flu virus had spread from person to person during an outbreak last year, saying it was misleading. 

A mathematical analysis published last week in the U.S. journal of Emerging Infectious Diseases said it found statistical evidence of human-to-human transmission in a cluster of cases on Sumatra island, where eight family members died in May 2006.

Indonesia's Health Minister Siti Fadillah Supari said the research findings had "misled the public". 

"It's pure logic... If there had been human-to-human transmission, it would have already swept the country and killed thousands," Supari told a news conference. 

"Our scientists have already determined that the 2006 outbreak on North Sumatra was not a case of human-to-human transmission." Researcher Ira Longini and colleagues at the Ferd Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, who examined two clusters of bird flu cases, said they had developed a tool to run quick tests on disease outbreaks to see if dangerous epidemics or pandemics may be developing. 

"We find statistical evidence of human-to-human transmission in Sumatra, but not in Turkey," they wrote in a report published in the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases on the two clusters studied. 

Bird flu is endemic in bird populations in most parts of Indonesia, where millions of backyard chickens live in close proximity to people. 

While it is largely an animal disease, experts fear the virus could mutate and spread from human to human, turning into pandemic that could kill millions. 

Contact with sick fowl is the most common way for humans to contract the disease. 

Indonesia has had 105 confirmed human cases from bird flu, out of which 84 have been fatal, the highest for any country in the world. 

The popular resort island of Bali, the center of Indonesia's tourism industry, recently saw its first confirmed human fatalities from the disease. 

Supari said tests done in WHO laboratories in Atlanta on virus samples from Bali showed the virus had jumped from animal to humans. 

"There is nothing to worry about, so far Atlanta has not issued any alarm," she said after the news conference. 

Bali regularly hosts large international conventions and is due to hold an important U.N. climate change conference in December with about 10,000 people expected to attend. 

Globally there have been 327 cases and 199 human deaths from bird flu, World Health organization data shows.

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asia/2007/09/04/121104/Indonesia-dismisses.htm
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The Jakarta Post : Indonesian palm oil boom threatens orangutan, environment 

TUMBANG KULING (AP): Naingolan shunts the excavator into high gear and tears into a patch of smoldering forest on Borneo island, clearing the way for yet another palm oil plantation thatIndonesia hopes will tap into a surge in global demand for biofuels.

Despite government claims pristine jungles are escaping the effects of the "green solution" to the energy crunch, the boom is threatening the survival of animals like the endangered orangutan and turning the country into a major global warming contributor, environmentalists say.

The fruits of Naingolan's labor in one corner of Borneo are plain to see: a wasteland of churned up peat and trees stretching to the horizon with freshly dug-in palm plants dotting every meter. Behind him, smoke from illegal scrub-clearing fires clouds the sky.

Palm oil plantations have long been a staple of the economies of tropical Indonesia and neighboring Malaysia. Oil made from the red, spiky apple-sized fruit is used to make a vast range of products, from soap to chocolate to lipstick.

But concern over pollution from the burning of fossil fuels in Europe and the United States has led to a new use for the oil - mixing it with diesel to make a cleaner burning and cheaper fuel to put in cars.

The EU parliament this year announced a renewed push to meet sustainable energy targets, including mandating using biofuels to supply at least 10 percent of transport fuel needs by 2020.

Encouraged by government tax breaks, many of Indonesia's largest conglomerates as well as foreign companies are investing millions in expanding plantations and refining facilities on Borneo, which has one of the richest ecosystems in the world and is one of the only remaining homes of the orangutans.

Conservationists working to preserve the 20,000 great apes say palm oil poses the biggest threat. Rehabilitation centers are overflowing with the animals rescued from plantations, many with wounds inflicted by workers, they say.

"Scientifically, I think the population is doomed, but emotionally I want to feel like there is still hope," said Raffaella Commitante, a primatologist at a center in east Kalimantan. "Orangutans spend 80 to 90 percent of their time in trees. If you take away the trees, they cannot move." 

Deforestation in tropical countries accounts for roughly 20 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, according to the World Bank, because trees release carbon dioxide, the main heat-trapping gas, when they are destroyed.

Indonesia is the third-highest emitter of carbon dioxide behind China and the United States, largely because much of the palm oil on Borneo is planted on carbon-rich peat land that must be drained first, releasing millions more tons of CO2 into the atmosphere each year.

Demand for biofuel "could prove to be the final nail in the coffin for our remaining forests," said Greenpeace Southeast Asia campaigner Hapsoro. "Trying to solve one environmental problem by wiping out Indonesian forests is senseless."

The government insists that palm oil is only being planted on land that was fully or partially deforested long ago, so called "degraded" land. They said local authorities were now getting tough on illegal loggers after years of working hand-in-hand with them. (***)

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070831114938&irec=23
…………………………………….

The Jakarta Post : Magnitude-4.8 earthquake hits Ternate 

JAKARTA (JP):A magnitude-4.8 earthquake hit Ternate at 5:36 p.m. on Sunday, but there were no immediate reports of damage.

The Meteorology and Geophysics Agency (BMG) reported on its website that the quake was centered 260 kilometers northeast of Ternate at a depth of 101 kilometers. (***)

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070902180201&irec=9 

…………………………………

The Jakarta Post : Earthquakes jolt North Sumatra and East Java 

JAKARTA (JP): An earthquake with magnitude of 5.8 shook Thursday North Sumatra, but there were no immediate reports of damage.

The Meteorology and Geophysics Agency (BMG) published in its website that the earthquake occurred at 06:07 p.m. and was centered 29 kilometers southeast of Sibolga at a depth of 146 kilometers.

Another earthquake also jolted East Java city of Blitar with a magnitude of 4.7 earlier Thursday at 01:49 p.m. at a depth 33 kilometers. The earthquake was centered 309 southeast of the city. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070830190537&irec=24
…………………………

The Jakarta Post : Indonesia seeks ways to save Sumatran elephants, tigers from extinction 

JAKARTA (AP): Efforts to save Sumatran elephants andtigers from extinction gathered steam in Indonesia on Friday, with government officials and experts vowing to find ways to protect the species' dwindling habitat from loggers and farmers.

More than 100 people were taking part in the three-day meeting that wraps up Friday.

"There is a very real danger that Sumatran elephants (and tigers) could become extinct in our lifetime if we don't come to agreement at this workshop," said Christy Williams of the World Wildlife Fund.

"We need to decide what areas need to remain natural forests and how to go about making sure they are not touched."

Satellite images show that 8 million hectares of Sumatra island's remaining lowland tropical forest - the animals' primary habitat - were lost to development from 1990 to 2000, conservationists say.

They estimate that there are only 2,400 to 2,800 Sumatran elephants left in the world, and no more than 400 tigers.

The meeting in Padang, West Sumatra, was significant because it was organized by the Indonesian government and brought together local officials, aid workers, international and local scientists, and members of the business community.

Hariyo Wibisono of the Wildlife Conservation Society said it was important "to bring all the stakeholders together ... to coordinate their efforts and take concrete actions to lift the threat to the species," from logging and farming to poaching and conflict withhumans.

Participants were expected to release an action plan later Friday. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailgeneral.asp?fileid=20070831143250&irec=20 

………………………………

Fiji Times : Protecting ozone layer a 'priority'

Tuesday, September 04, 2007

Protecting the ozone layer should be everyone's priority, says the Minister for Environment Bernadette Rounds-Ganilau. 

Mrs Rounds-Ganilau made the comments at a national poster design competition giveaway function yesterday.

Ministry of Environment's ozone unit had launched a competition in February this year in an effort to promote preservation of the ozone layer.

The competition was also organised to mark the 20th anniversary of the signing of the Montreal protocol-the landmark international treaty to protect the stratospheric ozone layer.

The theme for the 20th anniversary of the Montreal Protocol is Protect the Ozone Layer, Save Life on Earth.

To date, 191 countries have signed the protocol which promotes countries to phase out the production and consumption the ozone depleting chemicals.

Mrs Rounds-Ganilau said marking such events was important to educate the general public on the ozone concerns. 

The minister hoped their effort in promoting the ozone awareness protection does not go unnoticed by the people.

"This important message should help each one of us to have a clearer understanding of our roles as protectors and custodians of our universe," she said. There were three main categories for the competition primary school, secondary school and an open category.

Class seven student Neha Mani from Bhawani Dayal Primary School was the winner in the primary school division, Suva Grammar form six student Esther Gavidi topped the secondary school category and University of the South Pacific student Kelerayani Gavidi was the winner in the open category.

Each of the winners won $150 cash.

A total of 417 entries were recieved for the competition.

"I took part in the competition because I wanted to express what I had in mind and as a student I wanted to promote the awareness about ozone depletion," said Neha.

The minister commended the students for their efforts and also thanked the ministry for their efforts in involving the students for the awareness work.

"This wonderful response from students in Fiji reflects the network of cooperation between my department of environment and the support provided from ministry of education in advocating the vital ozone awareness protection to our young ones," she said.

The three winning designs will be submitted to the United Nations Environment Program in Kenya as a representation of Fiji's design to enter into International Competition of Poster Design next month.

http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=69851
………………………………

Radio Australia : PACIFIC: Call for Australia to ban illegal timber imports - 30/08/2007

The Australian Conservation Foundation has stepped up pressure on the Australian government to ban imports of illegally logged timber from the Asia Pacific region. The ACF's call comes in the wake of Papua New Guinea's new cabinet line-up on Wednesday, in which Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare appointed Belden Namah the new Forestry Minister. Mr Namah part-owns a parcel of land which was granted a logging licence by the government earlier this year, raising the possibility of a conflict of interest.

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/asiapac/programs/s2020001.htm 

..................................

Radio Australia : PNG: Patients evacuated after Tarvurvur eruption - 03/09/2007

In Papua New Guinea, Mt Tarvurvur has been erupting all this week, forcing the evacuation of around 50 patients from Nonga Hospital in Rabaul. Encroaching dirt, volcanic ash and gas emissions have forced the authorities to reduce the number of services the hospital can offer.

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/asiapac/programs/s2022795.htm 

.............................................

Media for Freedom : ADB Supports Solomon Islands Recovery, Development

Tuesday, 4 September 2007, Press Release: Asian Development Bank  

ADB supports tsunami recovery and private sector development activities in Solomon Islands

The Asian Development Bank's Country Operations Business Plan for Solomon Islands 2008-2010 reaffirms ADB's commitment to support recovery and rehabilitation in response to the 2007 earthquake and tsunami. 

The Business Plan also confirms the continuation of ADB's support in the areas of transport infrastructure and services and private sector development. 

 "Our highly focused strategy and program in Solomon Islands seeks to maximize impact in two key areas: transportation infrastructure and services, and an enabling business environment through private sector development activities," said Naomi Chakwin, Regional Director of ADB's Pacific Liaison and Coordination Office. "To achieve economic growth and prosperity, Solomon Islands needs to create an environment that promotes private sector activity." 

ADB supports the improvement of the country's business environment by helping public enterprises perform better, encouraging public private partnerships, and strengthening the legal framework for business to increase opportunities of access to finance. 

Capacity development and the promotion of good governance also remain high priorities for ADB in Solomon Islands.

The 2 April 2007 tsunami disaster killed 52 people and devastated parts of Western and Choiseul provinces. Islands in these two provinces suffered widespread damage to infrastructure, housing, schools, and medical facilities. 

In response to a request from the Solomon Islands Government, ADB has given substantial support to the island nation, providing assistance in the form of disaster risk management assistance and damaged infrastructure rehabilitation accommodated within existing projects and a new, entirely grant funded project, the Solomon Islands Emergency Assistance Project.

"As lead donor in infrastructure, and in the overall coordination of tsunami-related infrastructure repair, ADB will continue to focus its investments on transportation infrastructure," said ADB's Country Team Leader for Solomon Islands Winfried Wicklein. 

"Improved infrastructure and services will help build rural economies, foster private sector development, and facilitate the delivery of basic social services such as health and education to remote and rural areas." 

ADB, based in Manila, is dedicated to reducing poverty in the Asia and Pacific region.

Established in 1966, it is owned by 67 members - 48 from the region. In 2006, it approved loans and grants for projects totaling $8.5 billion, and technical assistance amounting to almost $242 million.

http://www.mediaforfreedom.com/ReadArticle.asp?ArticleID=4262
 ………………………..

The Age : Dam 'contributing to global warming'

September 4, 2007 - The world's dams are contributing millions of tonnes of harmful greenhouse gases and spurring on global warming, according to a US environmental agency.

International Rivers Network executive director Patrick McCully told Brisbane's Riversymposium rotting vegetation and fish found in dams produced surprising amounts of methane - 25 times stronger than carbon dioxide.

"Often it's accepted that hydropower is a climate friendly technology but in fact probably all reservoirs around the world emit greenhouse gases and some of them, especially some of the ones in the tropics, emit very high quantities of greenhouse gases even comparable to, in some cases even much worse than, fossil fuels like coal and gas," Mr McCully said.

He said when water flow was stopped, vegetation and soil in the flooded area and from upstream was left to rot, as well as fish and other animals which died in the dam.

They then released carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide into the air.

"Basically they're factories for converting carbon into methane and methane is a very powerful greenhouse gas - it's less known than carbon dioxide but it's actually about 25 times stronger than carbon dioxide in terms of trapping heat in the atmosphere." Mr McCully said global estimates blamed dams for about a third of all methane emissions worldwide.

The Brazilian National Space Agency estimated that was about 104 million tonnes of methane each year, or four per cent of the human impact on global warming, he said.

Mr McCully said that was a lot for such a small sector.

But he said it was an area that was under-researched so a clearer picture of how dams were contributing to global warming was not known.

The only Australian research that had been done was on Tasmanian dams, which found emissions were around 30 per cent of a natural gas plant - a much higher reading than US dam emissions, Mr McCully said.

Those readings would be higher in hotter parts of Australia, especially northern Queensland, he said.

Mr McCully said greater energy efficiency needed to be researched to overcome the problem, including technology that could produce energy from the methane from dams.

The 10th annual Riversymposium, Australia's largest river management conference, brings around 500 delegates from 40 countries to Brisbane this week to discuss river health, damming practices, drought and climate change.

http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Dams-contributing-to-global-warming/2007/09/04/1188783203624.html 

…………………………………………

Viet Nam News : Nuclear energy to power up by 2025

01-09-2007 -  HA NOI — Viet Nam plans to build two or three nuclear power plants with a total capacity of 8,000 MW and at an estimated cost of US$16 billion by 2025.

The plans were confirmed by an Industry and Trade Ministry representative at a news conference in Ha Noi last Saturday.

The news conference was called to promote Viet Nam’s first international energy development fair, Viet Nam Energy Expo 2007, to be held in Ha Noi from Tuesday, October 30 to Friday, November 2.

Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung had approved the plans, the official said.

The building of Viet Nam’s first nuclear reactors for the generation of electricity is underway and they are expected to be operational by 2020.

Da Nang gathering

More than 200 delegates attended the opening of the 7th national nuclear science and technology meeting in Da Nang on Thursday.

The two-day meeting was organised by the Viet Nam Atomic Nuclear Association, the Viet Nam Institute of Atomic Energy and Da Nang’s Science and Technology Department.

The more-than-200 delegates were from more than 40 science, technology, education and training organisations throughout Viet Nam with 20 experts from Japan, South Korea and France.

Almost 200 reports dealing with nuclear physics, nuclear reactors, radiation and the application of nuclear technology in agriculture, biology, medicine and the disposal of radio-active waste were delivered at the meeting.

Organisers said the meeting focused on the exchange and results of research and applied nuclear technology in Viet Nam between 2005 – 2007.

The orientation, target and content of research for 2008 – 2010 were also discussed.

The meeting provides an opportunity for scientists, administrators and Viet Nam-Institute-of-Atomic-Energy members and international experts to discuss their research, reinforce corporation and develop the use of nuclear energy in Viet Nam.

The meeting also contributed to Viet Nam’s plans to utilise nuclear energy for peaceful purposes to the year 2020 as approved in the Government Decision 114/2007/QD – TTg of Monday July 23, 2007. — VNS

 http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=01IND010907
……………………………………..

Malaya : Anti-mining groups bare threat to Sibuyan

BY REINIR PADUA

THE ecological diversity of Sibuyan island in Romblon is endangered with the entry of Australian mining firm Pelican Resources through its subsidiary Sunshine Gold Pty, in its partnership with Sibuyan Nickel Properties Dev’t Corp., anti-mining advocates said yesterday.

Sibuyan island is the local version of the Galapagos in terms of ecological diversity. The Galapagos is an archipelago of volcanic islands west of Ecuador known for its vast endemic species.

Roy Calfoforo, coordinator of Alyansa Tigil Mina, said Sibuyan Island, with land area of 445 square kilometers, is not big enough to sustain the number of mining companies that may want to enter the area.

He also said the island has the densest rainforest in the world with 1,551 hardwood trees on every hectare.

He said the Department of Environment and Natural Resources should also look into Presidential Proclamation 2152 which declared the entire island of Sibuyan as a mangrove forest swamp reserve which he said discourages mining operations. 

Rodne Galicha, a coordinator of a local group called Sibuyanons Against Mining, said the argument that the eventual large-scale mining operations on the island would not affect its rainforest and Mt. Guiting-Guiting is "hogwash," as the operations will require clearing hundreds of trees.

Jo Villanueva, executive director of the Legal Rights Center, said "the mobilization of heavy equipment in the area belies the mining company’s claim that it intends to do lesser environmental and other damages under the guise of its small-scale mining application."

Calfoforo said a geologist of Pelican Resources had confirmed that they aim for large-scale mining with a pending application for a mineral production sharing agreement.

Calfoforo urged the local government of Romblon to reject the entry of mining into the island, as he noted the recent decision of Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward Hagedorn to declare a ban on large-scale mining in the city.

"Sibuyan Island is so ripe for ecotourism and non-timber forest product industries that its residents don’t have to scrap for leftovers from the mining companies’ false promises of economic progress and employment," he said.

http://www.malaya.com.ph/sept04/news5.htm 

.......................................

Bayanihan : DENR, Ms. Earth Foundation partner for info drive     

Monday, September 03 2007

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and Ms. Earth Foundation (MEF) are partnering to promote public awareness on environmental protection.

DENR Secretary Lito Atienza announced this move during a courtesy call the 2007 Ms. Earth pageant winners paid him Monday at the agency’s headquarters in Quezon City.

They include Ms. Earth 2007 Jean Harn, Ms. Earth Fire Sarah Katrina Miñoza, Ms. Earth Air Kristie Ann Dizon and Ms. Earth Eco-Tourism Ana Katrina Bautista.

“I expect effective and exciting communication from them,” Atienza said.

He said DENR will hold for them soon a half-day seminar on the environment so they can better communicate to people information on this matter.

Atienza is optimistic the public awareness campaign will help improve management of natural resources nationwide.

In 2004, Carousel Productions, Inc. established MEF to institutionalize the pageant’s environmental protection mission. (PNA)

http://www.bayanihan.org/html/article.php/20070903164622305 
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Etanol brasileiro divide a agroindústria

Por Mario Osava, enviado especial

É preciso deter o “tsunami verde”, afirmam empresários do agronegócio brasileiro preocupados com o avanço da cana-de-açúcar para produção de álcool combustível.

RIO VERDE, Goiás, 3 de setembro (Tierramérica).- A expansão da cana-de-açúcar para produzir mais etanol no Brasil encontrou uma resistência inesperada em Rio Verde, próspero município do Estado de Goiás: os empresários agropecuários. O governo local, do Partido Progressista, decidiu impor ao cultivo da cana o limite de 10% da área agrícola municipal. Isso representa 50 mil hectares, oito vezes a superfície já ocupada pela cana-de-açúcar do município, que abastece uma antiga destilaria de álcool combustível, ou etanol. A medida, reclamada por empresários, foi proposta pelo prefeito Paulo Roberto Cunha e aprovada por unanimidade na Câmara Municipal.

O monocultivo de cana-de-açúcar “é um tsunami verde que quebra a cadeia produtiva do agronegócio e provoca tragédias sociais” e ambientais se não for controlado, explicou em uma entrevista o secretário de Indústria e Comércio, Avelar Macedo, defensor das restrições. A lei municipal, vigente desde setembro de 2006, também proíbe a plantação de cana a menos de 50 metros dos mananciais e a queima dos dejetos dos canaviais a menos de 20 quilômetros de áreas urbanas; próximo de áreas de proteção ambiental, cabos de eletricidade e estradas. A união de governantes e empresários locais defende as “atividades diversificadas” que asseguram um crescimento médio da atividade econômica do município de 30% ao ano desde 2001, segundo a Associação Comercial e Industrial.

Rio Verde tem indústrias de óleo que processam soja, cujo subproduto, o farelo, alimenta o gado. O milho abastece mais de 1,6 mil criadouros de aves e porcos, que são fornecedores da Perdigão, grupo que há sete anos instalou na cidade o maior complexo industrial de carnes da América Latina e oferece 1,6 mil empregos diretos e 35 mil indiretos, segundo Macedo. Sorgo, feijão, arroz e algodão são outros importantes produtos do município, gerando um amplo mercado para o comércio de tratores, máquinas e insumos agrícolas. A grande agroindústria fomentou a produção de embalagens em fábricas metalúrgicas, de plástico e papelão.

O resultado é uma cidade sem pobreza aparente, sem mendigos e com muitos sinais de prosperidade, como a intensa atividade comercial e bancária na avenida central. Seus 136 mil habitantes contam com quatro instituições de ensino superior que atraem estudantes de localidades próximas. Essa estrutura agroindustrial encadeada, “que agrega valor localmente” está ameaçada pela “euforia do etanol”, afirmou do secretário de Indústria e Comércio. A indústria canavieira não beneficia a população, porque oferece principalmente empregos temporários e mal remunerados, além de comprar máquinas e insumos fora do município, acrescentou.

Sua expansão constitui um risco, porque os agricultores estão “descapitalizados” devido aos baixos preços agrícolas e ao valor desfavorável do dólar nos últimos anos, e, portanto, mais vulneráveis às ofertas de arrendamento ou compra de suas terras pelos usineiros produtores de açúcar e álcool, ressaltou Macedo, ele próprio fazendeiro e empresário da construção e do turismo. A cana pode levar progresso ao norte de Goiás, que vive um “vazio econômico”, mas quer aproveitar a infra-estrutura já implantada no sul do Estado, onde fica Rio Verde, disse Macedo.

A lei que transformou Rio Verde em uma referência nacional, consultada por dezenas de outras prefeituras preocupadas com a monocultura, enfrenta uma ação judicial do Sindicato das Indústrias Fabricantes de Álcool de Goiás (Sifaeg). A entidade a acusa de ser inconstitucional por violar o direito à propriedade privada e intrometer-se na jurisdição nacional. A batalha judicial vai se prolongar por muitos anos, concordam as duas partes.

A cana-de-açúcar ocupa entre 290 mil e 300 mil hectares em Goiás, equivalentes a apenas 0,8% do território estadual, e com a máxima expansão prevista atingiria somente 2%, menos de um terço da superfície ocupada atualmente pela soja, argumentou Igor Montenegro, presidente do Sifaeg. Às 18 destilarias em atividade poderão somar-se outras 20 nos próximos cinco anos, “sem ameaçar os grãos”. Essa expansão exigiria uma pequena parte da “imensa área que pode ser liberada” por meio de uma simples melhoria no manejo da pecuária, que atualmente se estende por 57% do território goiano em “pastagens de baixa produtividade”, acrescentou o empresário.

Montenegro tenta contra-atacar a “histeria sem fundamento” de setores econômicos que nada têm a temer se “são competitivos e rentáveis”. A agroindústria canavieira, garantiu, é a que “mais empregos oferece dentro do agronegócio, um milhão diretos e seis milhões indiretos” em todo o Brasil. E são cada vez menos temporários e mais qualificados, com a mecanização da colheita, acrescentou. De fato, não seria necessário desmatar para ampliar os canaviais ou o cultivo de grãos em Goiás, concorda Emiliano Godói, agrônomo e superintendente de Biodiversidade e Florestas da Secretaria de Meio Ambiente do Estado. Porém, a tradição é “abrir novas pastagens” e não recuperar as degradadas, por isso a cana empurra a fronteira do desmatamento.

Isso coloca em risco o Cerrado, a savana brasileira de floresta rala que ocupa grande parte do centro do país. Trata-se de um bioma muito afetado pelo avanço agrícola e que recebe pouca atenção com relação à conservação. Em Goiás, as áreas de conservação alcançam apenas 4,86% do território estadual, “o que é muito pouco, mas há cinco anos era somente 1%”, disse Godói. Além disso, a maioria dos municípios não cumpre a legislação, que exige a manutenção de pelo menos 20% das terras com a vegetação original.

Porém, sua preocupação com a cana-de-açúcar é “mais social do que ambiental”. Durante a colheita, de maio a novembro, as pequenas cidades do interior recebem milhares de cortadores de cana que chegam de longe, aumentando a prostituição e o número de meninas e adolescentes grávidas. A queima dos canaviais para facilitar o corte contamina o ar, provocando doenças respiratórias. Assim, acumulam-se os problemas que sobrecarregam os serviços prestados por prefeituras de escassos recursos, disse Godói. A poluição causada pelas queimadas em Goiás é mais prejudicial do que as de São Paulo, principal produtor de açúcar e álcool no Brasil, porque o ar do Cerrado, nesta época, é muito seco e mantém o material particulado concentrado em suspensão por mais tempo, acrescentou. A isso soma-se um saneamento precário na maioria das cidades.

* Este artigo é parte de uma série sobre desenvolvimento sustentável produzida em conjunto pela IPS (Inter Press Service) e IFEJ (siglas em inglês de Federação Internacional de Jornalistas Ambientais).
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General Environment News

Kenya: Floods 'Sweeping Chemicals And Plastics Into Lake'

The Nation (Nairobi): Flooded rivers are sweeping chemicals and plastic bags into Lake Nakuru thereby frustrating efforts to conserve the lake. Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) employees said the plastic bags and poisonous chemicals find their way into the lake because of limited capacity to control such pollution. KWS employees based at Lake Nakuru National Park said they were having difficulty in controlling pollution posed by the floods that carried with it waste products. In their bid to control such pollution, they said they were now forced to collect the plastic bags manually because some of them are blown off into the park by winds. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030932.html
Kenya: Endangered Species?

East African Standard (Nairobi): Conservationists and livestock experts are warning that many indigenous livestock breeds in Kenya and other developing countries are threatened with extinction. Consequently, scientists from the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) are now calling for the rapid establishment of gene banks to conserve the sperm and ovaries of key animals critical to the global population's future survival. Their fears have been heightened following the release of the world's first global inventory of farm animals, which shows that many breeds of African, Asian, and Latin American livestock are at risk of extinction. In Kenya, an indigenous Nandi dairy cow that could produce up to 10 litres of milk per day is now extinct, according to Mr Albin Sang, Nairobi Provincial Director of Livestock. The genetic material for this cow that was well adapted to the local conditions resistant to ticks, tsetse flies and a host of other diseases, can only be found in a gene bank in California, USA. Scientists predict that Uganda's indigenous Ankole cattle, famous for their graceful and gigantic horns, could face extinction within 20 years. Sang decries misguided government policies that are driving indigenous livestock into extinction where the local stock is systematically being removed and replaced by exotic breeds in the name of improvement. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030799.html
Uganda: Jinja Lions Club Plants Trees

New Vision (Kampala): The Lions Club, in partnership with the Jinja Municipal Council, has planted trees along the streets. The area club president, Chacko Babu, said they planted 350 trees along Eng. Zikusoka Road last week, adding that they would plant more on Main Street. "Lions Club initiated a programme called 'Green Jinja, Clean Jinja' last year in partnership with the council, with the aim of keeping the town green and clean." Babu explained that they planted over 200 trees last year to boost the town's beauty and the environment. The trees included avocadoes, ashock, jacaranda, mangoes, guanveria, bottle brash and palm trees. The area environment officer, Ernest Nabihamba, and the Lions Club district 411B regional chairman, Ivan Nsimbi, participated in the exercise. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030339.html
Uganda: Eriyo Opposes Degazetting Mabira

New Vision (Kampala): State Minister for Environment Jessica Eriyo has said she has does not support the degazettment of the Mabira Forest Reserve for sugar cane production. Eriyo stated that although she was a member of the committee handling the Mabira issue, she has never advocated for its sale. She told the monthly National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) press conference that: "I do not want Mabira or any protected area encroached on. I have a responsibility to play as the line minister on that sub-committee. I avail information so that we reach an informed decision." Eriyo assured Ugandans that the Government had not made any decision regarding the degazetting of the forest. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030341.html
Uganda: NFA Okays Developments in Entebbe Forest Reserve

The Monitor (Kampala): The National Forestry Authority has licensed a company to set up recreation facilities in Kitubulu forest reserve in a move to promote eco-tourism in the Entebbe area. According to the NFA Lakeshores Range Manager, Mr Reuben Arinaitwe, the company that he declined to name, has already embarked on setting up 12 structures to house lodges and other facilities. "We gave a 25-year license to a company to construct around 8-12 accommodation rooms for promotion of eco-tourism," he told Daily Monitor in an interview last week. He said the company would also plant more trees in the forest. "But they are not supposed cut down existing trees," he said. Kitubulu forest reserve is located on the shores of Lake Victoria on the gateway to Entebbe town from Kampala. Mr Arinaitwe said the number of tourists visiting Entebbe has increased over the years and therefore the need to build more eco-tourism sites and accommodation facilities. He said the NFA would give three more acres in the forest reserve to other developers to put up more recreation sites. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709031087.html
South Africa: Mbeki Urges SA to Grow Trees for Food

BuaNews (Tshwane): President Thabo Mbeki has called on South Africans to grow trees in order to provide food and to green the country, making it more beautiful. "Let us grow fruit trees, let us green our land and let us build parks," he said at the Arbor Day celebrations in Ga-Rankuwa, Saturday. He pledged his support and called for the nation's support for the Trees for Food Programme, an initiative of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry to plant more than a million trees each year, most of which are fruit trees. In this regard Mr Mbeki expressed his gratitude that most of the trees would be fruit trees, and would thus boost food security in the country. The President joined hundreds of residents of Ga-Rakuwa, north-west of Pretoria to mark Arbor Day and to launch the National Arbor Week, which is held annually from 1 to 7 September. During Arbor Week the department and other stakeholders undertake a major national awareness programme, reiterating the value of trees and the department's key role towards sustaining people's livelihoods now and for future generations. This year it is marked under the theme: "Plant a tree - Grow our future". http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030166.html
South Africa: Minister Takes Charge of Probe Into Capenature

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Environment and Planning MEC Tasneem Essop has taken charge of the investigation into financial mismanagement at CapeNature, including misuse of credit cards by senior managers. Essop has also decided to take charge of the investigation into the alleged leaking of the report the Brian Williams report on which the investigation is based. The top-secret report was commissioned by the board of CapeNature, a semi autonomous parastatal that is responsible for nature conservation in the Western Cape. Essop, who called the report "confidential" rather than "secret", said in a statement today that "recent disturbing events" around the investigation had left her "no choice but to personally take charge of the process instead of leaving the matter in the hands of the CapeNature Board". The board was to have met tonight to consider recommendations from its executive on how to proceed after being briefed by the chief parliamentary law adviser, Dr Eshaam Palmer. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709031077.html
Zambia: Parley Committee Prods Chilanga Cement PLC

The Times of Zambia (Ndola): THE Parliamentary Committee on Energy, Environment and Tourism has urged Chilanga Cement PLC to ensure that the rehabilitation of the Electro-static precipitator (ESP), the dust averting equipment is completed within the stipulated period. The committee said this when it toured the plant to check on what the company was doing to reduce air pollution as a result of emissions from the cement production. Committee Chairman Sakwiba Sikota (Livingstone ULP MP) said Chilanga Cement should be mindful of the effect of the emissions to the environment and the health of the residents. But Chilanga Cement PLC plant manager Ndola works, Jean Yves Clement said the company was committed to ensuring that the deadline of completing the works by the end of this year was met. He said the company was working on mechanical and electrical aspects of the equipment, which would be blended with new equipment ordered from abroad. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030446.html
Nigeria: Desertification Threatening Us, Says Lamido

This Day (Lagos): About 35 per cent of the total land mass of Jigawa State is under threat of desertification, Governor Sule Lamido has declared. The Governor made this declaration in Kanarya, a village on the outskirts of Dutse, the state Capital while launching this year's tree planting campaign. Noting that the state is one of the eleven states prone to desertification in the country, he said the only way to stop the menace was to carry out massive tree planting. According to him, this would help the state create shelter beds which would halt the progress of the menace and lead to a gradual reclamation of areas already claimed by desertification. He reminded the populace that desertification was just one of the ecological challenges threatening the economy and physical wellbeing of the citizens of the state. He listed floods, gully erosion and attacks of Quela birds as some of the ecological problems facing the state. He however reported that the state is hopeful of receiving federal government's assistance on some of the problems. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709030865.html
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		 UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








Shade of green in spirit, too (The Advertiser)


Discuten en Rio crear nuevo organismo de la ONU para el medio ambiente (AFP)


China Launches 2007 'Green Chinese' Nomination, Polluters To Be Exposed (Xinhua)


Drastic action to reduce impact of plastic (Evening News)


Ortstermin: Auf einer internationalen Konferenz in Leverkusen kommen sich junge Umweltschützer und der Bayer-Konzern näher (Der Spiegel)
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