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AFP: Bangladesh school boat project scoops award

 (Also in Gulf Times)

   DHAKA, Sept 27, 2007 (AFP) - A pioneering project that takes education by boat to thousands in a remote part of Bangladesh has won a major UN environmental award, a statement said on Thursday.

   The 200,000 dollar United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa prize was jointly won by Bangladesh sustainable development organisation Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha and the founder of Food and Trees for Africa, the UN statement said.

   The Bangladesh project, which has already won a string of other international awards, runs school and library boats in the northwestern Chalanbeel region where extreme poverty and annual flooding often conspire to rob children of their education.

   In addition to taking education to children in their villages, the project also supplies villagers with solar-powered lights and trains adults in sustainable agriculture.

   The lights mean families can avoid spending money on kerosene. Children can study after dark and their parents can continue income-generating activities such as fishing and sewing.

   Executive director A.H.M. Rezwan said the prize money would help his organisation to expand its work by educating thousands more.

   The annual award recognises individuals or institutions that have made a substantial contribution to protecting and managing the environment.

_________________________________________________________________________

VOA: UN Grants Bangladeshi, South African Projects Annual Environmental Award

27 September 2007

A Bangladeshi organization that runs a pioneering education and conservation program has won a $200,000 prize from the United Nations.

The U.N. Environment Program says its annual Sasakawa prize was jointly awarded to the Bangladeshi organization Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha and to the head of a South African urban forestry group.

The Bangladeshi group runs schools and libraries on boats using a river network in the remote Chalanbeel region, which is prone to annual flooding. It project director, Abul Hasanat Mohammed Rezwan says students who would otherwise not be able to attend school during the monsoon season continue their education aboard the boats.

The project also supplies villagers with solar-powered lights and it trains adults in sustainable agriculture.

The South African project, Food and Trees for Africa, is run by founder Jeunesse Park. The U.N. says her organization promotes sustainable natural resource use and management and food security.

A four-member jury chose the co-winners at a meeting at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. The award ceremony will be held October 27 in New York.

_________________________________________________________________________

CNN: Autodesk Collaborates with United Nations Environment Programme and Natural World Museum's 'Envisioning Change' Exhibition at BOZAR to Host Sustainable Design Forum

Business, Technology and Sustainability Experts Convene to Discuss Future of Global Climate Change

September 27, 2007: 08:00 AM EST

SAN RAFAEL, Calif., Sept. 27 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Autodesk, Inc. , the world leader in 2D and 3D design software for the manufacturing, building, and media and entertainment markets, will hold a two-day executive forum on October 4-5 in conjunction with the Melting Ice: A Hot Topic - Envisioning Change art exhibit, hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Natural World Museum (NWM) at the BOZAR Centre for Fine Arts. The forum will bring business, technology and sustainability experts together to increase awareness of the importance of sustainable design and engage in a dialogue on how sustainable design practices can lead to a healthier environment. The exhibition, for which Autodesk serves as Title Sponsor, opens at the BOZAR Centre for Fine Arts on October 5 and offers thought-provoking perspectives on the issue of climate change from more than 40 artists around the world.

"As an industry leader in providing design software for the built and manufactured world, Autodesk is committed to increasing awareness of sustainable design as a viable solution to addressing environmental concerns such as global warming," said Carl Bass, president and CEO of Autodesk. "We are proud to support the United Nations Environment Programme and Natural World Museum's 'Envisioning Change' exhibit to help inform citizens of the world about the positive impact of sustainable design on global warming," said Bass.

"We're excited to work with technology leaders, such as Autodesk, to help promote the need for sustainable design on a global scale," said Mia Hanak, executive director, Natural World Museum. "As the Title Sponsor for 'Envisioning Change,' Autodesk is demonstrating leadership and vision that's impacting change and is contributing to our goal of inspiring creative sustainable solutions worldwide."

Forums to Address the Role of Technology in Sustainable Design

Autodesk will host two executive forums to address the role of technology in sustainable design and how it can help building and manufacturing professionals design products and structures that are more environmentally sound. Through the forums, attended by Autodesk customers, sustainable design experts and the media, Autodesk hopes to stimulate interactive conversation about the positive impact of sustainable design, and to share best practices and innovative ideas.

Autodesk senior vice president of Manufacturing, Robert "Buzz" Kross, will host an industry session that will look at how manufacturers use Digital Prototyping solutions to support their sustainable product strategy. The discussion will include speakers JohnPaul Kusz, founder and associate director of the Center for Sustainable Enterprise, and Angela Robotham, engineering director, Marine Current Turbines Ltd. Autodesk architecture, engineering and construction (AEC) customers will hear from Phil Bernstein, vice president of Industry Strategy & Relations, how a strategic change in design and process strategies can help achieve an integrated practice that will allow designers to build with a sustainable and holistic approach. Bernstein will show how technology, such as building information modelling (BIM), can support this goal. This session will also include sustainable design architect and broadcaster, Charlie Luxton.

The forum will also feature keynote speaker, Robert Swan, the first man to walk to both the North and South Poles, who will describe how he has seen climate change in action over the last 20 years.

In addition to the forum, Autodesk President and CEO Carl Bass will participate in a UNEP symposium which will be held on the opening day of the exhibit. The symposium will bring together leaders from technology, the environment, the arts, media and government to discuss critical social, economic and political aspects of global warming and aims to foster a deeper understanding of the causes and effects of climate change, as well as discuss sustainable solutions for individuals, communities and industries.

Autodesk is committed to driving awareness and adoption of sustainable design through public and private partnerships with organizations such as the U.S. Green Building Council and Integrated Energy Solutions, and as a major sponsor of a multi-segment public television series on sustainable design. Autodesk also provides technology, education and support for initiatives that inform and promote innovations that address current and future sustainable design challenges.

_________________________________________________________________________
Cameroon Tribune: Africa: Common Future At Stake

27 September 2007

Shey Peter Mabu

Our common future is undeniably threatened. The threats which range from poverty and disease to disasters and terrorism are indeed too many to be handled by a few.

Hence, the need for global action, since one of them, climate change directly affects the future of mankind on our planet.

Fortunately, since 1972 when the Stockholm Conference on Human Environment decided to set up the United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, the World Body has endeavoured to prove that it cannot talk peace and cooperation, non-violence and progress without concern for dreaded developments that threaten the very existence of life on earth. It is therefore no surprise that at its 62nd General Session, the World Body besides crucial issues like world Security, Peace and Cooperation focused on Climate change and its imminent damage to life.

But how founded are these fears? What can nations and their people do to minimise, if not completely alter the trend? Why this talk about climate change which some people believe should be left with climatologists and researchers while politicians and diplomats concentrate on problems of poverty, disease, hunger, and terrorism?

To be honest, concern by the United Nations Organisation on this issue of climate change cannot be considered ostentatious, nor elitist. For, the world in which we live is a kind of giant 'greenhouse' in space, but instead of a roof, we have a blanket of heat-retaining gases which include water vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and the tropospheric ozone.

All these have maintained a delicate balance of solar and heat radiation for thousands of years but unfortunately in the last two centuries human activity has aggravated the natural phenomena that can alter this balance by increasing the level of gases thus introducing a new super absorbant greenhouse. These increases result in risen temperature which also affects change in climate, our present cause for concern.

The reported increase from 2.5 to .5 degrees Celsius (4.5 to 9.5 degrees Fahrenheit) in this century, for example is indeed disturbing considering the possible effects of global warming. Should this continue, the fears about low-lying areas becoming flooded and what used to be planes effectively used for agriculture and land becoming lakes and seas could become a reality.

In the face of all these disasters that could emerge as a result of climate change, mankind, as President Paul Biya appealed in his address at the UN in New York, should be aware of the danger and strive as much as possible to avert the worst. Such environmental safeguarding demands a knowledge of how much damage we ourselves cause at various levels, within our communities, nations, and regions.

It is unfortunate, yet true that over eleven million hectares of tropical forests, are lost every year without any significant effort to replace what is destroyed. About 40-50 per cent of this deforestation is attributed to scavenging for wood, road work, agriculture and commerce. About 6 million hectares of new deserts are formed every year as a result of poor environmental management besides climate change. Yet, desertification and soil erosion can be checked through sustained efforts to relinquish our unconcerned habits toward the environment.

President Paul Biya gave hope not only to environmentalists, but also all friends of our earth when during his appeal for environmental awareness and its exigencies, he announced that his government would create a National Observatory on climate change. Considering the environmental challenges that communities in the rural as well as the urban areas face, citizens should aim at making the best use of such a facility by doing all to see that basic elements of environmental protection such as, tree planting, fight against pollution, desertification and soil erosion become our lifestyles.

This is important because our future on this planet can only be guaranteed if we are conscious of the dangers of global warming, climate change, and what we must be doing to pre-empt aggravating the natural forces behind the imminent danger.
BolPress (Bolivia) : Evo Morales en Naciones Unidas : La improvisación permanente

27 de Septiembre 

El Presidente de Bolivia habló el miércoles en la tarde en Nueva York, en la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas. Fue un discurso de 23 minutos mal hilvanado, disperso, improvisado, y ajeno a lo que el foro de las Naciones Unidas ofrece como oportunidad de diálogo con la comunidad internacional, y de posicionamiento ideológico y político.

Es lamentable que nuestro presidente no se de cuenta de que no es lo mismo improvisar un discurso en la Plaza San Francisco, que en Naciones Unidas frente a los ojos del mundo entero. Invito a los bolivianos a ver el discurso en el sitio web de la Conferencia General de la ONU, para que saquen sus propias conclusiones.

Si comparamos la intervención de Evo con la de otros mandatarios, nos damos cuenta de la falta de articulación de los temas. En una ocasión tan importante, incluso los más inteligentes se cuidan de improvisar: leen. El presidente argentino leyó su discurso, a toda velocidad porque era consciente de que el tiempo apremia. Fue un discurso concreto e intenso, sobre una variedad impresionante de temas. El Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Cuba también leyó su texto, abordando cada tema con seriedad, mencionando cifras y porcentajes para hacer más válidos sus argumentos. Cuando se refirió a George W. Bush fue contundente, valiente, acertado, y lapidario, sin dejar ni un punto fuera del texto.

También leyeron sus intervenciones los presidentes de Paraguay, de El Salvador, de Ecuador (en 13 minutos), de Chile (en 10 minutos), de Panamá (en 13 minutos), Haiti (en 15 minutos) y por supuesto la mayoría de los presidentes. Incluso Daniel Ortega leyó, aunque abusó del tiempo más que ninguno: 34 minutos, sólo superado por Irán. Los más habladores le hicieron un flaco favor al presidente de Venezuela, que debía hablar al final de la tarde y desapareció luego del programa.

No es malo improvisar -como lo hizo Lula en 17 minutos- pero para hacerlo hay que tener la capacidad de hablar sin titubear, con sustancia y articulando apropiadamente las ideas en un discurso con un principio y un fin, y que aborda los temas de manera ordenada.

Evo no debería improvisar, por la sencilla razón que no sabe hacerlo, no lo hace bien. Todos sabemos que Evo se expresa mal en castellano. Algunos, llevados por paternalismo, dirán que el castellano no es su lengua materna. Cierto, ¿pero entonces cual es su lengua materna? El problema es que no se expresa bien en ningún idioma; tampoco se expresa bien en aymara, ni en quechua. Sencillamente no se expresa bien, pero no se da cuenta de ello porque está rodeado de zalameros que le hacen creer que es la divina pomada.

Saltando de un tema a otro, sin ningún rigor, repitió lo que dijo el lunes anterior en la reunión sobre medio ambiente, y retomó los temas del delegado cubano en la mañana: armamentismo, energía, etc. casi en los mismos términos, intercalando un saludo a Fidel. El problema de Evo es que dispara una sucesión de slogans en desorden, no una reflexión sobre los temas. Claro que si nos vamos a la página de ABI, vamos a encontrar su discurso mejor ordenado, pero hay que ver el video.

Es difícil analizar un discurso que saltaba de un tema a otro sin orden ni de prioridades ni de temas. Evo empezó diciendo que desde que llegó al gobierno, todo cambió en Bolivia, aunque reconoció que “va a ser difícil luchar por la igualdad y la justicia de los pueblos”. De ahí pasó a la privatización de los recursos naturales y casi inmediatamente a la corrupción.

“Lo más importante de esta corta gestión es que empezamos a descolonizar a Bolivia, interna y externamente”, afirmó. Dijo que antes el país tenía dueños, “el Virrey, los grupos religiosos, las oligarquías”. “Quiero que sepan que ya no hay embajadores que pongan y saquen ministros en mi país”, y aludió al Fondo Monetario Internacional y al Banco Mundial que pusieron al país en la disyuntiva del “gasolinazo o impuestazo” (¿cómo hicieron los traductores…?)

Acto seguido, pasó al calentamiento global, “el cambio climatológico y otros fenómenos naturales”, afirmando su convencimiento de que el modelo capitalista y “la globalización selectiva” que no respeta las diferencias, son los culpables.

Pasó a quejarse de las dificultades para ingresar a Estados Unidos debido a los requisitos de visa, y propuso con el peso de su lengua el cambio de la sede de las Naciones Unidas fuera de Nueva York.

Volvió al tema del calentamiento global, el deshielo, el medio ambiente (de lo que ya había hablado el día anterior en Naciones Unidas y en varias entrevistas), y pasó a la guerra y a las acusaciones de terrorismo. Se refirió a Bush y a Fidel que exportan tropas con diferentes objetivos: “uno para la muerte y otro para la vida”. Volvió brevemente al cambio “climatológico”, y pasó a los servicios básicos. “La energía es un derecho humano” y “jamás será un negocio privado”.

Pasó al genocidio, al armamentismo. “Estoy convencido que la guerra es la industria de la muerte”, genial hallazgo.

Criticó el autoritarismo, pero se apresuró a añadir: “de unos países a otros países”. De ahí volvió a temas ambientales, para “salvar al planeta tierra”, criticó los bio-comustibles, la basura, el lujo innecesario… y celebró la declaración sobre los pueblos indígenas aprobada por la ONU, sugiriendo inmediatamente a Ban Ki-moon una cumbre mundial de los pueblos indígenas. Ese tema le permitió referirse nuevamente a la vida y a la madre tierra, con la tesis “Vivir bien, no vivir mejor”, que trató de explicar.

Se refirió a Chile con una posición conciliadora, sin reivindicar la salida al mar. Esto, en momentos en que Chile ha dicho claramente que el tema de mar con soberanía no está en su agenda. Por lo menos mencionó el tema, cosa que no hizo el año anterior.

Se veía que tenía a la vista un punteo de temas, pero los iba abordando en desorden. Su improvisación tiene mucho de arrogancia, porque Evo está convencido de que lo hace muy bien.

A Evo le pusieron la luz roja cuando superó los 23 minutos, pero dijo: “A veces la luz roja nos pone nerviosos, pero no importa”… Su ultima frase fue: “debemos erradicar el capitalismo”.

Más interesante fue su aparición durante 8 minutos en el programa humorístico The Daily Show, de Jon Stewart. (ver aquí: http://tinyurl.com/abcxj) Fue recibido generosamente, con mucho respeto, sin los sarcasmos incisivos que Stewart reserva normalmente para sus invitados. Todo lo contrario, el entrevistador celebró los logros de Evo: “la nacionalización de los hidrocarburos, la revolución agraria y la Asamblea Constituyente”, y añadió “en apenas 8 meses” provocando grandes aplausos en la audiencia. Claro que la realidad no es tan así, pero eso lo sabemos dentro de Bolivia, por lo visto afuera no llegaron las noticias todavía.

Aunque repitió los mismos temas sobre medio ambiente y recursos naturales, Evo se mostraba relajado, hablaba de manera pausada, menos demagógica, y le siguió la corriente al conductor del programa, aunque sin mostrar su propia veta de humor hasta la frase final: “Y no me consideres parte del eje del mal”.

Quizás lo más serio y sustancioso podía haber sido la entrevista de 50 minutos realizada para Democracy Now, conocida organización progresista, por su directora, Amy Goodman y Juan Gonzalez. Las preguntas fueron buenas, con conocimiento de Bolivia, y Evo comenzó hablando con sencillez, desde la experiencia y en un tono inusualmente conciliador. Sobre las autonomías, dijo por ejemplo: “Algunos serán originarios milenarios y otros originarios contemporáneos, pero todos somos de una madre tierra como es Bolivia”.

Pero luego reiteró los temas de costumbre, y cayó en el lenguaje polarizador, “los enemigos”, “quieren destruir a Evo Morales”, “los racistas no quieren que Evo Morales sea reelecto presidente”, etc. No asumió ninguna responsabilidad por el fracaso de la Constituyente, y redujo la oposición unas cuantas “familias”. Empezó bien pero su discurso se hizo poco a poco simplista y demagógico. Se atribuyó los méritos de la situación económica en el primer año de su gobierno, y el aumento de las reservas en el Banco Central.
Other Environment News
=================================================================
AFP: US vows action at climate meeting, but skepticism runs deep

by Richard Ingham
Sept 28
WASHINGTON (AFP) - US Secretary of State Condoleezza launched a major forum on Thursday with an appeal for international cooperation, bearing the stamp of the United Nations, to combat climate change.

Her speech to the world's biggest greenhouse-gas emitters amounted to the most strongly-worded statement on climate change ever made by the administration of President George W. Bush.

But it failed to shift entrenched skepticism among defenders of the Kyoto Protocol, the landmark UN pact that Bush abandoned in 2001.

"What kind of world do we wish to inhabit? And what kind of world do we wish to hand on to future generations?" asked Rice at the start of two days of talks.

"The US takes climate change very seriously for we are both a major economy and a major emitter," she added.

"If we stay on our present path, we face an unacceptable choice: Either we sacrifice global growth to secure the health of our planet, or we sacrifice the health of our planet to continue with fossil-fueled growth," Rice said.

"(...) We must cut the Gordian Knot of fossil fuels, carbon emissions and economic activity. This current system is no longer sustainable, and we must transcend it entirely through a revolution in energy technology."

Rice likened climate change to weapons proliferation, the spread of disease and terrorism as a global problem that no single nation, however strong, could tackle alone.

"We all need partners, and we all need to work in concert," said Rice.

The United States wants the two-day talks to kick off a 15-month process under which the 16 participating economies will sketch targets for tackling their emissions, examine the possibility of a long-term goal and look at ways of harnessing business and new technology for the carbon cleanup.

The initiative was launched by President George W. Bush amid intensifying pressure ahead of the Group of Eight (G8) summit in June.

His proposal has been clouded by suspicions, especially in Europe, that he wants to undermine efforts to strengthen Kyoto and instead cobble together a voluntary, weak deal among an elite club of carbon emitters.

The Washington talks notably take place in the runup to a key UN forum in Bali, Indonesia, from December 3-14 on how to deepen emissions cuts after Kyoto's first commitment phase runs out at the end of 2012.

Addressing these suspicions, Rice insisted the Washington meeting sought to contribute to the post-2012 negotiations "and to help nations fulfill their responsibilities" under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Despite her words, Bush's rejection of mandatory emissions caps and faith in a voluntary approach to curbing global warming came in for pointed criticism, delegation sources said.

South African Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk told AFP that he saw "positive statements" by the United States "but at the level of substance, nothing new."

"The essence of it is, the rest of the world is almost united in insisting on internationally-agreed emissions reduction targets. And the US still continue with an approach of voluntary, nationally-determined targets. And until we've solved that issue, there will be no progress."

"Voluntary goals so far have not got us to the level of ambition that we need," Deputy Environment Minister Humberto Rosa of Portugal, representing the European Union (EU), told AFP.

And, he said, Europe insisted on getting a clear picture as to how Bush's initiative will interlock with the wider forum of Bali before it agreed to a future agenda and schedule of meetings.

The 16 nations gathered in Washington are Australia, Britain, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Russia, South Africa and the United States.

Together they account for about two-thirds of the world's population, 80 percent of the global economy and about 80 percent of global emissions, noted Rice. Representatives from the EU presidency and Commission and from the UNFCCC are also there.

The UN's Intergovernment Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned this year that greenhouse gases was already starting to affect ice, snow and permafrost.

If unchecked, it could spell dramatic, even catastrophic changes, to the world's climate system, the scientific authority said.

_________________________________________________________________________    

AP: 49 climate meeting protesters arrested

By NATASHA T. METZLER, Associated Press Writer Thu Sep 27, 5:05 PM ET

WASHINGTON - Forty-nine demonstrators from Greenpeace and other environmental groups were arrested Thursday outside the State Department, protesting President Bush's climate conference taking place inside.

The activists said the conference should be dealing with Bush's opposition to mandatory cuts in Earth-warming greenhouse gases and other strong measures to fight climate change.

"I'm here to protest the fact that we are having a climate conference when we should have been signing the Kyoto agreement," said Lauren Siegel, 23, from New York, N.Y., as she was loaded into a police van. "This is a diversion," she said of the conference.

The demonstrators walked up to one of the State Department's entrances, but were blocked from going into the building. They stood and sat outside chanting and occasionally clashing with officers on the scene if they came too close to the building.

"The main point is the world is being held back from solving global warming by President Bush," John Passacantando, Greenpeace's U.S. executive director, said in an interview before the demonstration.

"These delegates are hearing us," Passacantando told the crowd. "The American people are going to hear us, because we know this meeting by President Bush is a fraud."

About two hours into the demonstration, officers with the Federal Protective Service arrested 49 protesters after giving them multiple warnings to leave, according to Greenpeace's official count.

A Greenpeace lawyer said they were being charged with unlawful assembly.

The Federal Protective Service did not return several phone calls seeking more information.
_________________________________________________________________________
The Jakarta Post: What the big 16 emitters can do on global warming 

Op-Ed by Michael Richardson    09/27/2007.             

High-level officials from the world's 16 biggest emitters of global warming gases will meet in Washington on Thursday and Friday in an attempt to agree on ways to combat climate change. It seems like a sensible approach by the United States to bring together negotiators from the countries in North and South America, Europe, Asia and Africa that produce 90 percent of greenhouse emissions. 

After all, it is much easier to reach agreements among a small group of nations than in a forum like the United Nations, with over 190 member states. Countries invited by President George Bush to the Washington conference include five leading Asian economies, Japan, China, India, South Korea and Indonesia. He has also invited senior representatives of the UN and the European Union to attend. 

U.S. officials say that the Washington talks, which are intended to be the first of a series of such meetings, will complement the UN's slow moving climate change negotiations. These have been beset by deep disagreements on setting emission targets, and sharing and paying for them. The U.S. officials argue that if the largest polluters cannot agree, there is no hope of reaching a broader international accord. 

In fact, America wants to find common ground with other big polluters to set the agenda and determine the outcome of a meeting in Bali in December of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. It will be hosted by the Indonesian government. The Bali gathering of UN member states is supposed to agree on a two-year roadmap for strengthening action to curb global warming when the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012. 

The 1997 Kyoto pact requires 36 industrialized nations to reduce their 1990 greenhouse emissions from power plants and other industrial, agricultural and transportation sources by an average of five percent by 2012. To encourage a new global deal, the European Union is offering a unilateral cut in EU emissions of 20 percent by 2020 compared with 1990 levels. This could be deepened to 30 percent if others countries show reciprocal interest in the UN round of negotiations. 

German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, a former environment minister, has gone as far as to say that developing countries should be allowed to increase their emissions per capita while industrialized nations cut theirs, until both sides reached the same level. In theory, this is the ultimate equitable solution. But it is not clear how long it would take to arrive at this balance or what state the global environment would be in when it was reached. 

Moreover, the credibility of EU offers is being undermined because some of its member states are failing to meet their Kyoto targets. The U.S. and Australia (which will also take part in the Washington meeting) refused to join the Kyoto treaty. They argued that it would damage their energy-intensive economies and was unworkable because it did not include newly industrialized and developing countries like China, which will soon overtake the U.S. as the largest source of global warming emissions if it has not done so already. 

For their part, China and other members of the Group of 77, a bloc of developing nations, insist that industrialized economies are responsible for 70 percent of the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere today and should cut their greenhouse emissions by 80 percent by 2020. 

Until late last year, Bush refused to accept that the warming of the planet was largely man-made and that this was melting ice sheets and glaciers, raising sea levels and contributing to extreme weather, thus confronting the Earth with a catastrophic future. But other leaders in the U.S. were much quicker to acknowledge the dangers facing world and Bush now belatedly says that he recognizes the challenge. 

So he has called together the group of 16 big polluters, most of whom agree with the U.S. that large and mandatory emissions cuts, and thus big reductions in economic growth, are unacceptable. Instead, they will opt for voluntary national targets to bring down emissions, as well as initiatives to reduce pollution in sectors of their economies that burn a lot of fossil fuels and pump huge quantities of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, such as power generation, transport, steel and cement making. 

The development and deployment of clean technologies, in close cooperation with the private sector, is another key theme of the U.S. approach. There is no doubt that advances in science and technology, harnessed by companies, will be critically important in meeting the climate change challenge. Improvements in energy conservation and efficiency will also be vital. 

Yet neither innovation nor greater efficiency will be fully effective without an agreed framework of global rules that oblige governments to penalize pollution and provide incentives to encourage clean development. 

The writer, a former Asia editor of the International Herald Tribune , is a security specialist at the Institute of South East Asian Studies in Singapore. 

_________________________________________________________________________
The Economist: Climate change: As the waters rise 

Sep 27th 2007
NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON

AS WORLD leaders met to discuss climate change at the United Nations this week, protesters outside seemed unconvinced that drowning islands and expanding deserts were the planet's biggest woe. Latin Americans lamented the imperialism of the United States. Vietnamese with Buddhist flags decried their government's impiety, while émigrés from Iran deplored their rulers' religious fervour.

Inside the building, concerns were almost as diffuse. Some thought the most pressing aspect of climate change was rising sea levels; others, the growing intensity of storms and droughts; and others the spread of pests and diseases. Many poor countries felt more money was needed to address the problem; rich ones fretted about a lack of political will and popular enthusiasm. South Africa wanted more “mainstreaming of women and youth”. Bolivia's president, Evo Morales, called capitalism the “worst enemy”. A sheikh from the United Arab Emirates said too vigorous a response to global warming could wreck oil-dependent economies. And President George Bush, not content with the UN event, held his own meeting on climate change on September 27th. 

In theory, both his gathering and the UN one aimed to foster debate about a successor to the Kyoto protocol, the UN's existing treaty on climate change, which expires in 2012. But the rhetoric surrounding the two deliberations was very different. At the UN meeting, almost every leader spoke of “common but differentiated responsibilities”—jargon for the idea that rich countries must cut their emissions of greenhouse gases, while poor ones carry on as normal unless the rich world pays for them to clean up their act. The White House affair, meanwhile, focused on disseminating green technology. The implicit message was that binding emissions targets are counter-productive, and that any solution must involve poor countries as well as rich ones.

Yvo de Boer, head of the agency that oversees Kyoto and its precursor, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, says the gulf between America and the rest is less wide than it appears. Although Mr Bush is not yet ready to contemplate a binding international treaty that would limit greenhouse-gas emissions, he does advocate policies that could help trim America's emissions. As it is, states representing over half of America's emissions have pledged cuts of some kind. Congress, meanwhile, is contemplating several bills that would impose a national cap. Australia, the other rich country that rejected Kyoto, is also working on an emissions-reduction plan.

Poor countries, for the most part, are still refusing to accept any targets of their own. They argue that rich countries have not made enough use of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), a scheme under Kyoto that lets countries with emissions-reduction targets meet them in part through projects in poor countries. Cuba's foreign minister, for one, dismissed rich countries' efforts to date as modestísimo: he questioned the “moral authority” of leaders like Mr Bush. India merely vowed that its emissions per head would never exceed the level of rich countries, a formula that still permits enormous growth.

But a few developing countries hinted at a more flexible stance. Mexico suggested tying the aid given to poor countries through programmes like the CDM to their efforts to combat climate change. Indonesia's president, amid more talk of “differentiated responsibilities”, said all countries should take on bigger burdens, and told fellow leaders to “think outside the box”. There was much discussion—albeit mostly on the sidelines—of poor countries taking on targets for emissions per head, or per unit of output in certain industries.

All this hints at the shape of things to come. America and Australia can probably be enticed to limit emissions, especially if, as expected, both get new governments in the next year or two. But the oversight and administration of such a deal might be looser than under Kyoto, given America's suspicion of global bureaucrats. Poor countries might be induced to take on targets of some sort, albeit of a less exacting sort than the straight emissions cuts faced by rich countries. But forging such a deal could take an age: neither America nor the UN expect any conclusion before late 2008. Perhaps those low-lying islands should not count on staying dry.

_________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Africa climate change woes aired at Clinton summit

By Michelle Nichols and Timothy Gardner Thu Sep 27, 6:35 PM ET

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Africa is unfairly suffering from global warming and must be able to sell carbon credits to grow in a "green fashion," Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi told Bill Clinton's philanthropic summit on Thursday.

Climate change took center stage at the third annual Clinton Global Initiative sponsored by the former U.S. president, being held as the world's biggest polluters, including the United States and China, met at the State Department in Washington for talks on global warming.

"Africa contributed nothing to global warming because it failed to develop the way the rest of the world developed," Meles said. "Africa's capacity to cope with climate change is very weak. Therefore climate change could push the fragile economies and societies of Africa beyond the precipice."

Speaking on a panel with former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, U.N. climate change envoy Gro Harlem Brundtland and U.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, Meles said the "only realistic option" for Africa was sustainable growth, but money was needed to achieve that.

"The money has to come from the cap and trade mechanism," Meles said. "We did not pollute. We are being punished because of what you did and we deserve the right to sell carbon credits to you so we can use the money to promote green development in our countries," he said, drawing applause from the audience.

Under the Kyoto Protocol to curb global warming, rich countries can meet their emissions reduction targets by funding green energy development in poor countries in exchange for carbon credits.

$30 BILLION EMISSIONS MARKET

But the overall $30 billion emissions market has failed to help Africa, with China and India benefiting the most. World Bank data shows Africa accounted for 3 percent of the credits sold, compared with China's 61 percent share and India's 12 percent.

Scientists say smokestack and tailpipe emissions of heat-trapping gases cause global warming, which could lead to more deadly floods, droughts and heat waves.

Clinton said the carbon market could "energize investors and ideas people to create the multifaceted change that will be really necessary to prove that we can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and grow the economy at the same time."

At Clinton's summit on Thursday, Standard Chartered Bank made a commitment to seek out and underwrite $4 billion to $5 billion in debt for renewable and clean energy projects in Asia, Africa and the Middle East over the next five years.

"There's lots of opportunity in Africa and we are already active in Africa," Chief Executive Peter Sands told a news conference at the Clinton brainstorming summit on health, education, poverty and climate, which rates action over talk.

Blair said world leaders this year must lay out a successor to the Kyoto Protocol in which everyone -- including the top two emitters, the United States and China -- take part to cut emissions. The Kyoto deal runs out in 2012.

"We are at the point now where the business community internationally is ahead of the politics and is saying to political leaders: 'Now is the moment. If you give us the framework we will get behind it,"' Blair said.
_________________________________________________________________________
Forbes: Paulson says trade can play a role in cleaner environment

09.27.07, 11:37 AM ET

WASHINGTON
US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson said today that adjusting trade policies can play an important role in efforts to reduce global warming, and said the US is continuing to work with China to ensure the use of clean technologies in that country.

Speaking at a panel discussion at the Clinton Global Initiative in New York, Paulson said developed countries have an obligation to ensure that clean technologies are put in place by developing nations. He said developing nations can 'leapfrog' some of the environmental mistakes that developed nations have made, but only if these technologies are available.

'It's economically and morally indefensible to have tariffs on environmental goods and services,' Paulson said.

The Bush administration has pressed for the elimination of tariffs in these areas as part of the current round of World Trade Organization negotiations, although those talks have been stalled for several years.

Paulson said a successful Doha round would help the global effort to work together to mitigate climate change.

In the meantime, Paulson said the US is working closely with China on ways to improve the environment as that country continues to develop. He said the US is cooperating with China to reduce sulphur dioxide emissions and clean coal technology, and to develop sustainable logging.

Paulson said China's leaders 'clearly understand' the magnitude of environmental problems that China faces. He said China's challenge is to ensure its regulatory systems can keep up with the rapid pace of economic development in that country.

More generally, Paulson said it is a myth that the Bush administration is lagging behind other nations in efforts to reduce carbon emissions, and said President Bush is taking its responsibility on this issue seriously.

Paulson said despite complaints about the Bush administration, the US economy grew 2.9 pct in 2006, but carbon emissions fell by 1.2 pct, which he said is a sign that the US is making progress.

However yesterday in the run up to the talks China and other developing nations expressed a strong preference for the climate negotiations later this year sponsored by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, instead of Bush's meeting Thursday and Friday for 16 'major emitter' countries, including China and India.

'All these discussions should be taken within the framework of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol,' Xie Zhenhua, vice chairman of China's national development and reform commission, told a forum sponsored by the Center for Clean Air Policy, a think tank.

The 175-nation Kyoto pact rejected by Bush requires industrial nations to reduce carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases and set an average target of a 5 percent cut below 1990 emissions levels by 2012. A U.N. climate summit Monday in New York sought to inject momentum behind December's annual climate treaty conference in Bali, Indonesia, for discussing what will succeed the Kyoto climate pact that expires in 2012.
_________________________________________________________________________

The Korea Herald: Korea poised to take bold steps on climate change

September 28, 2007 Friday

Climate change has become a top priority for most countries around the world. No country is immune to the often devastating consequences of natural disasters caused by climate change. As it poses increasingly serious challenges to the planet on which we live, The Korea Herald will offer a series of articles to highlight global efforts to cope with it. Following is the second installment. - Ed.

Korea is stepping up efforts to combat climate change as it prepares to take bold steps aimed at moderating recurring extreme abnormal weather conditions and the rising sea temperatures around the peninsula. 

Prime Minister Han Duck-soo attended the first-ever U.N. climate summit this week, pledging to seek active countermeasures, while Foreign Minister Song Min-soon is set to attend a climate change conference hosted by U.S. President George W. Bush today in Washington.

On Sunday, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon prodded his homeland to assume an active role in global efforts on climate change when he met with Han over breakfast.

Ban also stressed that the vast majority of nations worldwide agree that the environmental issue should be dealt with through the United Nations. The world body has been struggling to persuade the world's biggest polluters, the United States and China, to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, but to no significant effect.

Addressing some 150 world leaders, who had gathered for the U.N. high-level event to reaffirm their commitment to curb global warming, the Korean prime minister also emphasized "partnerships that transcend national borders," saying that the issue of climate change is "by nature" global.

Korea has been affected by climate change over the past 100 years, and its average temperature has risen 1.5 degrees Celsius in that period, which is double the global average rate of increase.

"As a newly industrializing country with high energy-intensive industries, Korea has pursued energy efficiency as part of its national energy security," Han said.

Calling for "public-private" partnerships, the premier, who majored in economics, also urged governments to promote "market-based mechanisms" to tackle the environmental threat.

Following the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol, Korea has implemented a series of three-year national action plans to combat climate change, which include stages of mitigation, adaptation, research and development, and campaigns to boost public awareness.

The comprehensive plans greatly contributed to curbing the greenhouse gas emissions growth rate and achieving higher energy efficiency, according to the prime minister.

The succeeding five-year action plan, based on the impact assessment of climate change on the Korean peninsula, will take effect next year. 

Stressing that the adverse impact of climate change is being felt worldwide, Han said, "the severity is disproportionate depending on local, national and regional circumstances as well as on the adaptation capacity of different regions,"

The prime minister also said that Korea is ready to share its experience with other developing countries, which are in need of technical assistance to protect the environment.

Now bidding to host the 2012 World Expo in Yeosu, Korea presented "The Living Ocean and Coast" as its theme and pleaded for international support, promising to put emphasis on the issue of climate change by showing the harmonization of development and environmental preservation.

Han said he expects the global event will serve as an occasion for "enhancing cooperation among countries as well as for exchanging good practices for adaptation" in this era of climate change. The government will donate $10 million to that end, he added.

Korean companies are also making climate change a higher priority in cooperation with the government, setting a good example for other Asian countries, according to an annual report released Wednesday by an international nonprofit group.

The report from the Association for Sustainable & Responsible Investment in Asia, which is part of the Carbon Disclosure Project, tracked how companies in Asia, save for Japan, plan to deal with the risks and opportunities associated with greenhouse-gas emissions and energy use. 

The report lauded the Korean government's efforts to suggest policy directions and the succeeding countermeasures set out by domestic firms, urging its Asian neighbors to follow suit.

Compared to European nations, Asian countries still remain sluggish in implementing necessary policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and engaging in the world's carbon market.

According to the Government Information Agency, the government increased the environment ministry's budget for 2008 to cope with climate change.

Largely aimed at protecting the atmosphere, the expanded budget will allow for the introduction of a system to better manage diesel particulate filters and diesel oxidation catalysts, both of which work to lower car emissions.

It will also allow municipal governments to supply more buses that run on compressed natural gas.

By Ahn Hyo-lim

(iamhyol@heraldm.com)

_________________________________________________________________________

Leadership (Nigeria): Environment Ministry, UNDP Hold Workshop for Media Practitioners

27 September 2007

Pamela Sombo

The ministry of environment, housing and urban development in conjunction with the United Nations Development Programme is organising a two day awareness workshop for media practitioners.

The workshop which is tagged 'Montreal protocol implementation in Nigeria' is to sensitise the major media outfits in the country on the status of implementation of Montreal protocol in Nigeria and their role in creating the required nationwide public awareness to engender support for attaining zero consumption of Ozone Depleting Substances by the year 2010 and beyond.

The ministry has noted that the greatest challenge of environmental sanitation administration in Nigeria is the institutional framework, adding that the national environmental sanitation policy has articulated a pragmatic arrangement to address this problem through the institution of technical committees on environmental sanitation at the various levels of government.

According to the ministry, "whereas the technical committees have been established at the federal as well as some states and local government levels, many states and local governments are yet to set up their committees.

"It is very disappointing that even the committees that are already in place have failed to function effectively, stating further that "functional technical committees at all levels of government throughout the country remain a potent strategy to move environmental sanitation forward.

"The economic benefit of managing sanitation issues is becoming more obvious. The slogan waste to wealth is becoming more real than a myth. A lot of supposedly waste materials can be turned into useful items such as art work.

"Some waste materials such as paper, glass and steel can also be recycled and thus yield economic benefits. Besides, provision of sanitation services creates an opportunity for employment and these potentials of sanitation in poverty reduction should be further explored for optimal benefits", it stated.

The ministry lamented that it is becoming increasingly evident that government cannot shoulder the responsibility of environmental sanitation alone maintaining that indeed, sanitation is everybody's business and all hands must be on deck.

The statement called for collaboration in environmental sanitation issues as the ministry will also continue to promote active participation of other stakeholders in sanitation programme development and implementation saying, that it is only through this that the desired impact would be made.

_________________________________________________________________________
L’Express : Le Grenelle de l'environnement a commencé 
jeudi 27 septembre 2007, mis à jour à 10:12

Les six groupes de travail mis en place par Jean-Louis Borloo pour plancher sur le Grenelle de l'environnement lui rendent ce jeudi matin leurs synthèses, sur les OGM, le nucléaire, le transport, etc. Elles devraient servir de base, d'ici un mois, à une vaste consultation des Français.

GM, pesticides, taxation des activités polluantes, réduction de la vitesse maximale routes et autoroutes... Les groupes de travail du Grenelle de l'environnement présentent ce jeudi matin leurs propositions à Jean-Louis Borloo, marquant le point de départ d'un large débat qui devrait s'achever dans un mois.

"Absence d'avancées"

Les six groupes, composés de représentants de l'Etat, des collectivités, des salariés, du patronat, des ONG et d'experts, ont travaillé tout l'été sur les moyens a mettre en oeuvre pour mettre la France dans le bon sens écologique. Leurs propositions, présentées sous la forme de synthèses en quatre 4 pages, sont le fruit de difficiles compromis. Elles lancent une nouvelle phase de consultations du public, en régions et à travers Internet.

Le troisième acte s'ouvrira fin octobre avec la table-ronde de négociations - le Grenelle proprement dit. Il doit accoucher d'une quinzaine de plans-programmes. C'est Nicolas Sarkozy qui, au final, tranchera. Le président de la République devra notamment se prononcer sur la question polémique d'un éventuel moratoire sur les organismes génétiquement modifiés (OGM).

L'intergroupe sur le sujet a conclu ses travaux, vendredi dernier, dans la confusion. Le principal syndicat agricole, la FNSEA, qui conteste plusieurs propositions clés, a pratiqué la politique de la chaise vide.

Les associations écologistes regrettent, de leur côté, "l'absence d'avancée" sur deux dossiers emblématiques: le nucléaire et le développement des infrastructures autoroutières. Elles déplorent également l'absence de mesures fortes en matière de santé, sur, en particulier, la réduction de l'utilisation des pesticides.

Côté plus, les participants ont la promesse d'une loi sur les OGM, des propositions pour réduire les émissions de gaz carbonique des transports, avec un système de bonus-malus pour pénaliser les automobiles les plus polluantes, une réduction de 10 km/h des vitesses maximales autorisées sur routes et autoroutes, de nouvelles normes d'isolation thermique des logements et une généralisation de l'étiquetage énergétique des appareils électroménagers les plus énergivores.

_________________________________________________________________________  

Bloomberg: U.K. to Phase Out Inefficient Light Bulbs by 2012 

(Also in The Times)

By Paul Dobson

Sept. 27 (Bloomberg) -- Retailers including Tesco Plc and Ikea agreed to U.K. government plans to phase out inefficient light bulbs by 2012 in a voluntary initiative to help reduce the effects of climate change.

Britain wants to replace older light bulbs with those that use less energy to cut as much as 5 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions a year by 2012, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said in a statement today. The effort is being ``led by major retailers and energy suppliers,'' it said.

Higher-efficiency light bulbs consume as little as 20 percent of the energy that inefficient lighting needs and last as much as 10 times longer, according to Duncan Sedgwick, chief executive of the Energy Retail Association, whose members include energy supplier Centrica Plc.

Changing the bulbs will cut the amount of power required from fossil-fuel stations that produce carbon-dioxide emissions.

``I want to see today's initiative widened,'' Environment Secretary Hilary Ben said in the statement. ``I want to see more retailers, manufacturers and service providers taking action to phase out the least efficient products from their ranges,'' including televisions, he said.

The U.K. minister responsible for climate change, Joan Ruddock, wrote to retailers today encouraging them to sell fewer goods with stand-by settings and other inefficient products, the statement said.

Retailers including Home Retail Group Plc and Marks & Spencer Group Plc support the switch from inefficient light bulbs. The government said the initiative would reduce power demand by 1,000 megawatts, equivalent to a fourth of the Drax power station, the single-biggest producer of carbon dioxide in the U.K.

The European Union's regulatory body, the European Commission, may propose ways to stop sales of inefficient bulbs in 2009, according to the statement.

________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian: Green group attacks oil giant on climate research

Alison Benjamin

Wednesday September 26 2007

An environmental group today took aim at ExxonMobil with the launch of an online video attacking the oil giant's green credentials.

The Exxon Files, from Friends of the Earth Europe, sets out claims that the US-based corporation funds climate change deniers in Europe and the US.

The animated video, which spoofs the X-Files TV series, features two fictional agents - Deny Fully and Rexx Tiller, of the Federal Bureau of Inconvenience - who are hired by ExxonMobil to hide the truth about the negative environmental impact of its business.

To achieve this they secretly fund scientists, thinktanks and lobbyists sceptical about climate change.

Christine Phol, a campaigner for FoE Europe, said: "ExxonMobil invests millions of euros funding thinktanks and lobbyists committed to blocking internationally agreed policies to combat climate change whilst at the same time spending major sums on advertising designed to present itself as an environmentally responsible company."

The group wants viewers of the video to register their support online for a planned complaint to Belgian authorities over Exxon adverts at Brussels airport.

In the ads, Exxon claims to be reducing its greenhouse gas emissions. But FoE Europe said data from the company's corporate citizenship report showed Exxon's CO2 emissions increased by 8.7m metric tons from 2003 and 2006.

Paul de Clerck, another FoE Europe campaigner, said the adverts were one example of ExxonMobil's "deliberately misleading advertising campaign".

"The 'greening' of oil giant Exxon is nothing more than a slick public relations exercise," he said. "Instead of spending millions of manipulating the facts, they should make real efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions."

An ExxonMobil spokesman rejected the criticism. He said: "The recycling of this type of discredited conspiracy theory only diverts attention from the real challenge at hand: how to provide the energy needed to sustain and improve global living standards while also reducing greenhouse gas emissions."

He said ExxonMobil was taking action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and was also "supporting research into technology breakthroughs and participating in constructive dialogue on policy options".

Citing examples, he said the company was working with car manufacturers on programmes that could lead to fuel economy improvements, and partnering with the European Commission to study carbon capture and storage technologies.

ExxonMobil has been criticised in the past for backing organisations that are sceptical about climate change. Last year the Royal Society called on Esso, the UK arm of ExxonMobil, to withdraw support for dozens of groups that have "misrepresented the science of climate change by outright denial of the evidence". 

_________________________________________________________________________

AFP : Jühnde, un village allemand en autonomie bioénergétique
Par Géraldine SCHWARZ

   JUHNDE (Allemagne), 27 sept 2007 (AFP) - Jühnde est le premier village allemand en totale autonomie énergétique, grâce aux plantes de ses champs transformées en gaz. Cette expérience sans précédent attire des visiteurs du monde entier... malgré l'odeur.

   Le décor -- un village niché dans les collines de Basse-Saxe (centre) -- est idyllique, les exhalaisons de méthane le sont moins. Question de point de vue, dirait August Brandebourg, qui en fut le maire pendant vingt ans et pour qui les effluves sont celles d'une réussite.

   Toutes proches des habitations, des machines grondent sous un soleil étincelant. L'une fermente les plantes provenant des champs alentour, "une sorte d'estomac de vache géant", explique August, 76 ans. Une autre brûle le méthane qui s'en dégage pour le transformer en électricité.

   S'y ajoute le coup de génie: au lieu d'évacuer l'eau de refroidissement du moteur, celle-ci est réutilisée pour chauffer les maisons des villageois.

   Avant, August ne "comprenait rien à ces salades". Puis, un jour, des scientifiques de l'université de Göttingen (centre) lui ont proposé de tester un système permettant à son village de couvrir ses besoins en chaleur et en électricité.

   "Ce qui m'a convaincu c'est la hausse du prix du chauffage. Je me suis dit, on est pris en otage par une évolution qui nous échappe", se souvient-il. "De plus les prix des céréales chutaient".

   C'était il y a trois ans. Pendant un an, il a multiplié les tables rondes, affrété des bus pour emmener ses Jühndois voir des installations de gaz végétal.

   Les agriculteurs ont joué le jeu. Sept sur dix cultivent sur 300 hectares --20% des terres alentour-- des céréales hautement calorifiques destinées au gaz vert, seigle, maïs, blé, tournesol. Elles génèrent deux fois plus d'électricité que n'en a besoin le village. De plus elles assurent le chauffage à la majorité des 770 habitants qui ont fait ce choix.

   L'électricité en surplus est vendue au groupe énergétique EON.

   Le tout est géré par une coopérative, composée de 200 membres, dont 80% de villageois, qui ont contribué avec au moins 500 euros à cet investissement de 5 millions d'euros, dont ils tirent un dividende régulier.

   "C'est une manière d'associer les habitants à un projet qui réveille la conscience environnementale et l'esprit communautaire," se félicite un des directeurs de la coopérative Bioenergiedorf eG, Eckhard Fangmeier.

   A l'inverse, ajoute-t-il, "ceux qui n'étaient pas avec nous dès le départ n'ont plus le droit de rentrer dans la coopérative". Ni de profiter du chauffage bio, réservé aux membres qui économisent ainsi en moyenne 500 euros par an selon lui.

   Depuis, l'ambiance a changé à Jühnde. "On est tous devenus entrepreneurs! Notre dernière idée est d'installer des panneaux photovoltaïques dans un champ," confie August.

   Et puis Jühnde a gagné en popularité. Des schémas explicatifs et un petit parking accueillent des visiteurs, lycéens, politiques, experts, d'Allemagne et d'ailleurs. Même une délégation chinoise est attendue.

   La biomasse suscite de grands espoirs pour trouver un substitut aux énergies conventionnelles polluantes.

   L'Allemagne y consacre 1,6 million d'hectares qui répondent à 3,2% des besoins en énergie primaire, soit plus que toutes les autres énergies renouvelables réunies. Elle veut passer à 3,5 millions d'hectares d'ici 2020.

   Plusieurs études affirment que la biomasse est l'énergie renouvelable la plus efficace, la récolte annuelle d'un hectare de plantes pouvant donner l'équivalent de jusqu'à 9.000 litres de pétrole.

   Selon l'Organisation des Nations unies pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture (FAO), il reste au moins 2,4 milliards d'hectares dans le monde disponibles pour ce type de culture, ce qui suffirait pour remplacer les besoins mondiaux en pétrole.
_________________________________________________________________________

AFP : Comment les chasses d'eau de Los Angeles ont sauvé un lac de montagne
   LEE VINING (Etats-Unis), 27 sept 2007 (AFP) - Si le lac Mono existe encore, c'est en partie grâce à de nouvelles chasses d'eau installées dans les toilettes à Los Angeles, ville qui dépend d'aqueducs reliés aux montagnes de Californie (ouest) pour étancher sa soif.

   Difficile de croire que le lac, merveille écologique bordée de volcans et enchâssée à près de 2.000 mètres d'altitude près du célèbre parc national du Yosemite, a failli devenir une flaque boueuse, voire une étendue balayée par des nuées de poussière toxique.

   C'est pourtant le destin funeste qu'ont connu nombre de lacs de montagne dans l'ouest des Etats-Unis, drainés par les agglomérations.

   Dès 1942, Los Angeles avait ainsi commencé à exploiter non le lac Mono, qui est salé, mais les torrents qui l'alimentaient, en achetant des terrains alentour, explique à l'AFP Geoffrey McQuilkin, directeur du "Comité du lac Mono", une association écologique installée dans le village voisin de Lee Vining.

   Résultat, en 50 ans, le lac a baissé de 14 mètres et perdu la moitié de son volume. Des îles sur lesquelles nichaient des oiseaux se sont retrouvées reliées à la terre, à portée des prédateurs. La concentration en sel était devenue dangereuse pour les animaux du lac, dont certains sont endémiques.

   Après une longue bataille judiciaire, une autorité d'arbitrage a révisé en 1994 les droits de prélèvement de Los Angeles. La ville de quatre millions d'habitants a été priée de laisser davantage d'eau couler vers le lac, avec pour objectif de faire remonter son niveau de six mètres en 20 ans.

   Les torrents ont recommencé à couler et l'objectif de 2014 est toujours considéré comme réaliste. "Le lac ne retrouvera pas son niveau d'autrefois", concède M. McQuilkin: "C'est une solution de compromis. Le lac doit bien se porter, mais nous savons aussi que les gens ont besoin d'eau".

   A l'autre bout de l'aqueduc, 500 km plus au sud, Los Angeles a dû aussi faire contre mauvaise fortune bon coeur. "Je mentirais si je disais que cela n'a pas été difficile", indique à l'AFP le président du département de l'eau et de l'électricité de la ville (LADWP), David Nahai: "Mais aujourd'hui, nous sommes fiers de ce que nous avons réalisé".

   L'installation de chasses d'eau et de pommes de douches plus économes, les subventions à l'achat de machines à laver efficaces et le recyclage des eaux usées pour l'arrosage ont permis d'effacer la fermeture partielle du robinet du lac Mono: 91,2 millions de mètres cubes par an, soit plus de 10% de la consommation de la ville, ont été économisés.

   "Historiquement, Los Angeles a gaspillé beaucoup d'eau", remarque M. McQuilkin. "Mais ils ont désormais des programmes de pointe" en matière de recyclage, selon lui.

   La ville, construite en zone semi-désertique, possède, dans ses quartiers riches, une végétation luxuriante et des gazons dignes de la Grande-Bretagne, sans parler des piscines. Un habitant de Los Angeles consomme en moyenne 520 litres d'eau par jour, selon M. Nahai.

   Le débat sur l'approvisionnement en eau de la deuxième ville des Etats-Unis pourrait devenir aigu, alors que 2007 est pour l'instant l'année la plus sèche dans la région depuis au moins 130 ans. "L'inquiétude est grande, cette année" selon M. Nahai, même si les réserves ont évité au LADWP d'avoir à décréter des restrictions.

   "La vraie question est de savoir ce qui va se passer l'hiver prochain. Si la sécheresse dure plusieurs années, (Los Angeles) va devoir effectuer des choix difficiles", prédit M. McQuilkin, dont l'association se consacre désormais à la lutte contre les promoteurs immobiliers qui lorgnent les rivages intacts du lac.
_________________________________________________________________________

ABC News (Australia): Experts call for healthy environment to become human right

27 September 

International legal experts have recommended that the right to a healthy environment become part of human rights law.

A legal committee at the Asia Pacific Forum in Sydney says the right to a healthy environment is not strongly enshrined in human rights law. 

It says protections against pollution and waste are increasingly part of international law, but it is not enough to establish the rights of people to a safe and clean environment. 

With the increasing likelihood of more natural disasters and people becoming stateless because of sea level rises, it says human rights bodies need to press governments to enact laws which elevate the protection of the environment to a human right, which states are obliged to uphold.

_________________________________________________________________________

The Nation: Experts warn of cancer virus in Lake Victoria 

Story by SALOME ALWENY in KAMPALA 

Publication Date: 9/28/2007
Lake Victoria is infested with bacteria that can cause liver cancer and diarrhoea, environment experts have revealed.  


But one is only susceptible to the irritant diseases if they drink untreated lake waters.  


The special group of bacteria, the experts discovered, is scientifically called microcystin.  


“We have a higher amount of microcystin but a few of them are producing toxins,” said Mr William Okello, a limnologist at National Fisheries Research Institute (Nafiri). 


The discovery, Daily Monitor has learnt, is a result of months of investigations by Nafiri.  


Although a report of the findings is yet to be published, Daily Monitor has seen preliminary results of the Nafiri findings.  


Microcystins are a subgroup of bacteria generally called cyanobacteria.  


Cyanobacteria and its subgroup (microcystin) grow rapidly in water rich in plant nutrients mainly phosphorus and nitrogen especially during warm weather, causing a phenomenon of “algal blooms” the green filamentous mass on water bodies, experts said.  


All classes of algae 


The experts from Nafiri are investigating all classes of algae, which include cyanobacteria and the subgroups, present in water bodies in Uganda, as part of their mandate in understanding the productivity of algae in the water systems. Only recently the algae turned piped water from Lake Victoria green, triggering panic. 


However, Dr Samuel Majalija, a molecular biologist at Makerere University wrote in an article published on August 9 in the Daily Monitor that this subgroup (microcystins) produce toxins and frequently release poison in water. 


“The poisons cause three side effects on human beings: skin allergy manifested in skin irritation, a poisonous effect to the liver (hepatoxicity) especially in children and poisoning of the nervous system,” Majalija wrote. 


Research indicates 


Further research indicates that once ingested, microcystin travels to the liver, via the bile acid transport system, where most is stored although some remains in the blood stream and may contaminate tissues often allowing the development of liver cancer. Microcystins damage the liver by first affecting the maintenance of the cytoskeleton and by disrupting the balance of phosphate groups on cytoskeletal proteins, medical experts say.  


The executive director of Nafiri Mr John Balirwa attributed the presence of microcystins to the excess plant nutrients being channelled into the lake. 


“Increasing input of plant nutrients mainly nitrogen and phosphorous are accelerating the growth of the organisms,” Mr Balirwa said. These nutrients, he added, come from many points and non point sources including agricultural fields, fish factories, flower farms, and food-processing industries, especially those near the lake (within the catchment areas) Nema, in its 10 page report, says that most fish factories, tanneries, mines, food and beverages, soap and detergent industries, around the lake do not meet basic waste treatment standards.
_________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP or UN in the news

UNEP-Yonhap News : Urgent global issue 

(EDITORIAL from the Korea Herald on Sept. 28)

A number of significant international meetings on global warming are taking place this month, underscoring the urgency of a problem that threatens the security of mankind. 

The U.S. government is hosting a meeting of 16 industrial and developing countries Sept. 27-28 to discuss global warming. 

This meeting follows on the heels of a high-level U.N. meeting on Monday that was intended to send a strong political message ahead of a climate change conference in Bali in December, where a successor to the Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012, will be discussed. Under the Kyoto Protocol, 36 industrialized nations are required to cut greenhouse gas emissions by at least 5 percent from 1990 levels by 2012. 

Last week, 191 countries, including the United States, agreed in a U.N. Environment Program conference in Montreal on a deal to phase out the production and use of hydrochlorofluorocarbons, an ozone-depleting substance used in air conditioners and refrigerators, by 2030. 

The public is clearly ready for action on climate change. Sixty-five percent of the respondents in a BBC survey of 22,182 people in 21 countries agreed it was necessary to "take major steps starting very soon" to combat global warming. 

An annual report by Carbon Disclosure Project, a nonprofit organization, showed that the world's top companies are making climate change a higher priority. 

Despite the calls for actions to combat global warming, there is no consensus on how this grave threat to human security should be addressed. The United States -- which pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol in 2001, saying it is against U.S. economic interests and unfair as big developing countries such as China and India are not bound by emissions caps -- has resisted binding emissions caps, favoring voluntary measures and technology-driven attempts to control global warming. European countries claim binding caps on carbon emissions are the way to go, while developing countries fear that such measures may be too costly and retard their growth. 

When the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012, Korea -- itself a large polluter -- will not be able to escape an obligation to cut greenhouse gas emissions in the next treaty. 

The government last year allotted 2 trillion won ($2 billion) to dealing with climate change through 2010. Most of the effort will go toward developing alternative fuels. New technologies that are developed to combat global warming will be the next engines of growth. The government should therefore approach the matter in a proactive manner, giving incentives to the private sector to develop new technologies and energy sources.

http://english.yna.co.kr/Engnews/20070928/560000000020070928074229E2.html 

General Environment News

ECO-ASIA- : Yomiuri Shimbun  : 'Cobenefits' may help cut emissions

Futoshi Mori, 28 September 2007

In an effort to promote greenhouse gas emission cuts in developing countries, the government is set to push so-called cobenefit projects, which incorporate antipollution measures that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

"It cannot be helped if developing countries continue to use oil and coal, because they want to develop as fast and as cheaply as possible," said Thailand's environment minister, Kasem Sanitwong Na Ayutthaya, while at the Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific (ECO Asia), which was held in Fukuoka on Sept. 8, with the participation of China and 16 other countries in the region. 

His remarks represent the frank reality developing countries face when it comes to global warming. It is known that a large amount of carbon dioxide, a major greenhouse gas, is emitted when oil and coal are burned to generate power. 

But this does not automatically mean developing countries are adverse to cutting greenhouse gas emissions; they are actually well aware of the impact such emissions have. 

Nevertheless, their emissions continue to grow because they place a higher priority on economic development than environmental protection. 

Some reports claim that China, whose economic growth rate has reached double digits, has surpassed the United States as the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases. 

Under such circumstances, a focal point of negotiations over an international framework after the Kyoto Protocol is how to better involve developing countries, which are generally reluctant to sign on to any such commitment. The 1997 protocol sets greenhouse gas reduction goals for industrialized countries between 2008 and 2012. 

As a breakthrough, Japan is proposing developing countries take a cobenefit approach to tackling the problem. 

For instance, the introduction of technology to more efficiently burn fuel oil and coal in thermal power generators would help reduce emissions of such air pollutants as nitrogen monoxide and sulfur monoxide. At the same time, the measure would also result in less emission of CO2. 

Japan has managed to overcome a variety of pollution problems during its period of high economic growth. 

The government hopes to help developing countries address a variety of environment problems, such as air and water pollution and waste disposal, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by making use of technology and expertise nurtured by addressing environmental contamination. 

The government is touting a yen-loan project in Guiyang, Guizhou Province, southwestern China, as a model case. 

In Guiyang, the provincial capital, iron mills and cement factories, most built in the 1950s, used to emit black and yellow smoke rife with pollutants. 

The annual amount of sulfer dioxide emitted in the city was more than half the amount recorded for the whole of Japan. 

To tackle these pollution problems, the Japan International Cooperation Agency and the Japan Bank for International Cooperation jointly undertook a project designed to make Guiyang a model eco-friendly city with a yen loan of 14.4 billion yen. 

Through seven key programs, including the installation of desulfurizers in iron mills and dust chambers in cement factories, sulfer dioxide emissions were cut by 81 percent and dust was reduced by 66 percent. 

The project also brought about an unexpected benefit. 

Though those who initiated the project did not take into account its effect on greenhouse gas emissions, they found that CO2 emissions were cut by 1.07 million tons a year. This is the same amount of CO2 experts believe would be cut if 43,000 kilowatt hours of electricity production were transferred to windmill production. 

"[In terms of environmental policies] China places top priority on antipollution measures. But the country is now facing the problem of global warming," said Hideaki Koyanagi, director of the Beijing office of the Institute for Global Environment Strategies. "From now on, China should adopt an antipollution policy that incorporates measures to address global warming." 

A senior Environment Ministry official said a cobenefit approach would be in Japan's interest. 

In the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) under the Kyoto Protocol, industrialized countries are allowed to include as their own emission cuts the amount of greenhouse gas reductions made in developing countries under programs they initiated. So, if the United Nations recognizes some of Japan's cobenefit programs as CDM projects, it would in effect help Japan meet its greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. 

All participating countries at ECO Asia agreed to embark on the cobenefit approaches proposed by Japan. But the key is whether such a project will yield tangible results. 

In this regard, the Environment Ministry is set to reach a substantial agreement on a project in a meeting between Japanese and Chinese environment ministers to be held as early as late October. 

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, the issue of global warming will remain a top agenda item to be taken up at the summit meeting of the Group of Eight major nations to be held at the Lake Toya resort in Toyakocho, Hokkaido, in July. 

As host, the government wants to exert its leadership in negotiations on a new international framework that looks beyond 2013. However, it is essential that all major greenhouse gas emitters be willing to participate in any such framework. 

The concept of cobenefit projects may hold the key to promoting the participation of developing countries in a new framework to address global warming. 

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/20070928TDY04001.htm
……………………………………..
AUSTRALIA- Blues Country Magazine : Veges ease ozone depletion

September 28, 2007 - The Australian agricultural industry’s significant reduction in the consumption of the ozone depleting substance, Methyl Bromide, has been applauded internationally with an award presented by the United States of America Environment Protection Agency. 

Scientists at the Victoria Department of Primary Industries Australian Methyl Bromide Phaseout Team, led by Dr Ian Porter, have been implementing changes to reduce the use of Methyl Bromide by Australian vegetable growers since the signing of the Montreal Protocol in 1987. 

Methyl Bromide is an ozone depleting chemical, used for soil treatment in vegetable production. 

Dr Porter’s research teams’ work has been instrumental in dramatically cutting Australia’s ozone depleting substances and regenerating the ozone layer, with a 97 percent reduction in Methyl Bromide use. 

Australian vegetable growers’ efforts in decreasing their chemical substance use will have great benefits for the environment and to the health of people around the world. 

AUSVEG board member David Anderson says Australia’s commitment to the reduction of ozone depleting substances by the vegetable industry has received global critical acclaim. 

"The US has applied to the UN Environment Programme to use over 4,000 tons of Methyl Bromide, while Australia has applied to use only 30 tons, specifically for strawberry runner production and rice growing," he says. 

AUSVEG, the national peak industry body representing Australian vegetable growers, is committed to supporting the vegetable industry in reducing harmful chemical use and assisting the industry in finding suitable replacements. 

The 2007 Montreal Protocol Stratospheric Ozone Protection Award was accepted by Anderson in Canada last week. The presentation coincides with the 20th anniversary of the Montreal Protocol, arguably the most successful international environmental agreement.

http://www.bluescountry.com.au/article.cfm?Storyid=32868 
……………………………………………

AUSTRALIA- NEWS.com.au : This drought is 'no worse than others'

By Brendan O'Keefe and Siobhain Ryan

'No link' between drought and climate change 

More regional modelling needed 

Global warming may be normal variability 

September 28, 2007 - THE drought affecting Australia is no worse than other well-known prolonged dry periods of the last century, say leading climate scientists.

Monash University's Amanda Lynch said the current drought was different from other dry spells in the past 100 or so years because it came on top of previous ones. "We have been hit with one event after another, and that's what's making them hard to deal with," she said. 

The federation drought in 1895-1902 was followed by "a really nice wet period" but the current drought had grown out of the 1982-83 dry. 

Professor Lynch said it was still not possible to link drought with human-induced climate change. "When you look at the consecutive dry days in Australia, which is what gives you a drought, the frequency of those is increasing, and the models that run with human-caused climate changes give you the same signal as those increasing run of dry days," she said. 

But computer modelling that did not include human influence did not show worse droughts occurring. "Because the models don't represent drought consistently ... we just can't pin it on human-caused climate change." 

University of Southern Queensland professor in climatology and water resources Roger Stone said more regional modelling was needed to disentangle what, if any, influence climate change had on drought. 

"We can't attribute any one particular event to climate change," he said. 

And as there was no long-term perspective on the Australian climate, it was still too hard to separate influence from global warming from normal variability. 

Australian Farm Institute executive director Mick Keogh said the history of droughts over more than a century showed the one constant in the Australian climate was change. "The level of variability is such that finding a fingerprint in all that, saying 'Yes, there's something different occurring' is really quite difficult," he said. 

Mr Keogh said that agriculture had reinvented itself several times after droughts. 

"Since 2002-2003, we've probably seen a similar pattern and certainly the most recent situation would at least parallel the Federation drought," he said. 

In the three years to August 31, rainfall has been below average or very much below average in most of the southern half of Queensland, all of the ACT and in western NSW, north and east Tasmania, most of Victoria, central and southern South Australia and along a coastal strip of Western Australia. 

In a year during which the drought promised to break and then got worse, only one indicator stands in the way of a La Nina declaration.

http://www.news.com.au/story/0,23599,22494642-2,00.html
…………………………………..
China-CCTV : Beijing dedicating to improving environment for Olympics

Source: CCTV.com | 09-27-2007 

Special Report:   2008 Olympics Countdown

Environmental concerns continue to grow as the Beijing Olympics get nearer. 

BOCOG released an environment report for Beijing Olympics and Paralympic Games on Wednesday. The report describes the city's efforts to improve the environment over the last six years. 

BOCOG environment official Yu Xiaoxuan said the city has done a lot of hard work to fulfill the city's promise to stage an environmentally friendly Olympic Games. 

Yu said, "We've done a lot in many aspects, such as energy, controlling car pollution, dealing with industrial pollution, planting trees, preventing water pollution and waste management. We can see from the report that Beijing has made great efforts to put the plan into action. " 

BOCOG has received some encouragement for its achievements. 

"BOCOG was selected to receive the Public Awareness Award, honored by the United Nations Environment Program on September 16th. It was the International Ozone Day." said Yu. 

And the 7th World Conference on Sports and Environment will be held in Beijing late next month. Themed "from Plan to Action", the conference will showcase the opportunities and challenges for Beijing. 

400 representatives, including IOC president Jacques Rogue will attend the conference, and he will give the IOC's evaluation on how Beijing is doing. Editor:Zhang Ning

http://www.cctv.com/english/20070927/101429.shtml 

..................................................

CHINA-The Star : China environment in spotlight, but can leaders act?

By Emma Graham-Harrison 

BEIJING (Reuters) - China's pollution woes will form the smoggy backdrop to a key Communist Party gathering in October as leaders, who long treated nature as a foe to conquer, now fear that dirty air and water threaten stability and growth. 

A commitment to balanced growth will be added to the Party charter, some officials tipped for promotion have been burnishing their green credentials and the meeting could set the stage for a strengthening of the weak environmental watchdog. 

But analysts warn that until the leadership is willing to introduce political changes that would allow real supervision of growth-hungry bureaucrats, the new emphasis on green growth will do little more than slow environmental devastation. 

"They are seriously interested because they recognise that it impinges on a range of other issues that are important to them," said Elizabeth Economy, author of "The River Runs Black", a book cataloguing China's environmental challenges. "The question is do we get a leader in China who seizes the issue and realises that to clean up he or she needs to open up the system." 

The engineers who rule China now were brought up on Chairman Mao Zedong's declaration that "man must conquer nature" for the sake of economic progress. 

But to officials whose claim to legitimacy rests on growth and stability, the costs of this battle have become clear enough to force a change of direction. 

Air quality in some Chinese cities is among the most polluted on the planet, causing hundreds of thousands of premature deaths each year. Its water is so contaminated that in some areas it is unsafe even to touch, let alone use for irrigation or drinking. 

Already the world's top emitter of sulphur dioxide, which causes acid rain, China will overtake the United States as the biggest producer of greenhouse gas carbon dioxide this year or next. Smog from its factories clouds skies in neighbouring countries. 

"The environment will come up as a major issue at the 17th Party congress because China's pollution problem has become a global issue", said Yang Jing, of the University of Auckland. 

"So to improve its image, it is important to make some kind of statement, or be seen to be making some kind of statement." 

NEW LEADERS, NEW LANGUAGE 

Some of China's new leaders have risen on the back of a growing awareness of the challenges of pollution, although few if any are personally committed environmentalists, analysts say. 

Commerce Minister Bo Xilai, mooted as a possible vice premier, won kudos for his green revamping of the northeastern port of Dalian. Premier Wen Jiabao also appears to have thrown his weight behind new environmental priorities, with a solid grasp of technical, political and economic obstacles to change. 

And when the Party opens its five-yearly congress on Oct. 15, it is expected to write into its charter the theory of "scientific development" propounded by Party chief and state president Hu Jintao. 

Arcane as the phrase may sound, it represents a landmark change of mentality to deal with troubles, from pollution to a yawning rich-poor gap, spawned by the get-rich-quick ethos of predecessor Jiang Zemin's era. 

"So much in the Communist Party has to be legitimised in language, because it's a very strong signal of intention and direction, it's a major means of communication down to people at the village level," said Leo Horn, national coordinator of the UK-China sustainable development dialogue. 

LOCAL RESISTANCE 

But whether local officials choose to listen to the message, and how Beijing can enforce it in provinces with considerable autonomy, casts a shadow over the drive for a greener economy. 

The leadership says performance on energy and environmental goals will be key to officials' career prospects. 

But a project to factor the environmental cost of growth into state data was recently suspended, suggesting that even at a time of double-digit expansion officials are still in two minds about sacrificing growth for greener development. 

Further down the system, outspoken officials like deputy environment minister Pan Yue have warned that China's air and water problems will remain severe until citizens get more power. 

"Relying on the force of environmental protection and a few other agencies is far from enough; we need broad public participation, because the public are the biggest stakeholders in the environment," Pan said earlier this year. 

Analysts say only non-governmental organisations and the media have the reach, energy and integrity to keep polluters under surveillance, and until a government paranoid about control relinquishes some power, any improvements will be marginal. 

"Government is a small and shrinking part of the solution, the levers are getting less and less powerful," said Horn. 

"They will have to realise the need to delegate to society and markets, and they need to be much smarter about regulation." 

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2007/9/27/worldupdates/2007-09-27T100930Z_01_NOOTR_RTRMDNC_0_-297378-1&sec=Worldupdates
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JAPAN-Reuter : Japanese to Get a Few Seconds' Warnings of Quakes 

JAPAN: September 28, 2007 - TOKYO - Earthquake-prone Japan will start issuing several seconds' warning of approaching big earthquakes from Monday in the hope of reducing casualties and damage, although some fear the new system will lead to panic. 

One thousand seismometers around the country will monitor the advancing waves of tremors and prompt warnings through TV and radio if the quake is a strong one likely to collapse walls and break windows. 

Experts say the system, the first of its kind in the world, could save lives as it gives people time to hide under a table or in a doorway before an earthquake hits. 

It could also prompt trains, elevators and factories to stop operating, limiting damage in Japan, where 20 percent of the world's big quakes are recorded and where Tokyo is said to be long overdue for a major tremor. However, private radio stations have elected not to join the scheme for six months, amid concerns it might spark panic in trains, theatres, stores and other places where crowds gather. 

"If an alert was issued to subway passengers during rush hours for example, it could create huge chaos," said Takehiko Yamamura, the president of the Disaster Prevention System Institute, a private think tank. 

"If someone is driving a car at 100 kph (65 mph) on a highway and receives an alert through radio and others on the same highway don't get the information, what will happen?" he said. 

But the Japanese government, which has been testing the system for more than a year, says the risk of deaths and damage from quakes means it is worth going ahead. Japan still recalls with horror a quake in 1923 that killed more than 140,000 people in Tokyo, many in blazes sparked by cooking fires, while a 7.2 magnitude quake in the western port city of Kobe killed more than 6,400 people in 1995. 

The Tokyo city government has said an earthquake in the capital of a similar magnitude to the Kobe one could kill more than 7,000 people and injure close to 160,000. 

"The warning system is not omnipotent. This is not a system to predict or prevent earthquakes," said Toshihiro Shimoyama, a seismologist at the meteorological agency. "It can alert people only several seconds to dozens of seconds before tremors actually reach the areas they live in." 

The Japan Meteorological Agency warnings will be triggered by the seismometers, placed every 25 km (16 miles) around Japan, detecting "primary" seismic waves from powerful quakes. These waves travel faster than more powerful "secondary" waves that cause most damage. 

However, for those near the centre of a quake -- usually the area where damage is greatest -- there will not be enough time to trigger the warning, the agency said. As well, construction work, large explosions and lightning could prompt an alert. 

As well as broadcasts, early-warning devises are being sold for 40,000 yen (US$350) upwards that count down the seconds till a quake hits, and mobile phone makers plan to sell models that will issue the warnings. 

"If the operations of factories, particularly chip plants, that are vulnerable to tremors, are halted before an earthquake hits, possible damage could be vastly reduced," said Shigeki Horiuchi, a scientist at the National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention, who helped develop the system. 

Education was essential so people knew what to expect, he added, but he said it was worth doing. 

"But the system is very useful in response to offshore earthquakes that occur frequently in Japan because of distance from epicentres to inland where people live," Horiuchi said. 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/44572/story.htm
………………………….

PAKISTAN- PakRealEstate.com : Environmental body to review Centaurus  

Pakistan Environment Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) has constituted a review committee to decide on granting environmental approval to the Centaurus Complex Building project.

The 12-member review committee comprising nominees of Planning Commission, Capital Development Authority (CDA), Islamabad Capital Territory Authority, Islamabad Electric Supply Company and seismic, environmental and architectural experts would look into the concerns raised by stakeholders at the public hearing on the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) of the project.

It is interesting to note that the review proceedings for grant of environmental approval are to commence without the submission of Environment Management Plan, a pre-requisite for such consent.

Although it may be difficult for Pak-EPA to block the project, it is anticipated that the most likely path would be that of a conditional approval.

Pak-EPA believes that the builders of the mega-building complex project M/s Pak-Gulf acted illegally by starting the execution of the project before completing the EIA process, which constituted violation of Section 12 of Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997.

The allegation has been denied by the constructors, who say they had submitted the EIA report before going ahead with it. The EIA report submitted by the builders, EPA chief Asif Shuja Khan says had several shortcomings as it did not address issues like vibration, reflection, construction materials emission estimates, heat generation and water supply.

One of the biggest highrise projects in the capital having three towers has been widely criticised by the environmentalists and some members of the public for being too taxing for the already inadequate civic amenities of the city and because of other environmental concerns.

Sources claim that under public pressure the CDA has already reneged on its commitment of providing utilities for the project, which would have cost Rs1.62 billion of the taxpayers’ money.

The water consumption of the project once completed is anticipated to be 1.3 million litres per day, whereas its electricity use could be 15-20 MW.

http://www.pakrealestate.com/news/viewdetail.aspx?News_ID=984 

…………………………………..

PHILIPPINES-The Daily Manila Shimbun: Santiago says JPEPA in danger of not being ratified

MANILA --Opponents of a free trade agreement between Japan and the Philippines gained further ground Thursday in a Senate hearing, and a lawmaker said its chances of passing committee deliberations appear dim. 

Senator Miriam Defensor-Santiago, head of the committee on foreign relations, said government representatives failed to refute allegations that the Philippines could become Japan’s dumping site of toxic wastes once the accord becomes effective. 

“This is already round three of the Japan-Philippines Economic Partnership Agreement (JPEPA). I already gave the first two rounds to those against the JPEPA. Today, I still give round three to those opposed to the JPEPA,” she told reporters. 

Two more hearings on the JPEPA are scheduled. 

Richard Gutierrez of the Basel Action Network in Asia Pacific presented cases of Japan’s toxic waste exports and illegal dumping allegedly committed by Japan in other countries and inside the country as well. 

With JPEPA in place, it provides zero tariff from the present 30 percent on products opponents claim are “toxic waste”. The Philippine government would seemingly give incentives for Japanese traders to export these wastes to the Philippines, environment groups claim. 

Gutierrez called on the Senate to reject JPEPA, ratify the Basel Ban Amendment and implement national toxic waste bans. 

Environment Undersecretary Demetrio Ignacio it is government policy to prohibit the entry even in transit of hazardous wastes and their disposal into Philippine territorial limits. 

Santiago told reporters that she was not receiving solid arguments from the government side, which would help her persuade the opposition in the Senate to support JPEPA. 

“If I cannot defend the treaty, it would get rejected in the Senate floor,” she said. CDM/DMS

http://www.manila-shimbun.com/category/english/news174535.html
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SRI LANKA- Asian Tribune : First symposium on Sustainable Consumption and Production

Fri, 2007-09-28, By Quintus Perera - Asian Tribune

Colombo, 28 September, (Asiantribune.com): The Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka (FCCISL) coordinates a Symposium on “Sustainable Consumption and Production in Sri Lanka” organized by the National Cleaner Production Centre (NCPC) in association with the Ministry of Industrial Development.

It will be held on 5th and 6th November at the BMICH and several Senior UNIDO and UNEP officials are expected to address the symposium. This is the first symposium on the Topic and researchers, academics and practitioners from Sri Lanka and from the Region are scheduled to present papers on the New Thinking, Practices and Research Findings related to enhancing economic development in an environmentally and socially sustainable manner. 

NCPC is a project of UNIDO established under the Ministry of Industrial Development with the royal Norwegian Government providing financial support. NCPC provides technical assistance to enterprises in the thrust industry sectors to improve their productivity and enhance environmental performance through the application of Cleaner Production.

The first day is devoted to an awards ceremony to felicitate those industries who excelled in water efficiency, energy efficiency and overall environmental performance to recognize environmentally responsible entrepreneurs and to encourage other industrialists to be ecologically concerned. Commencing this year the Symposium and the awards ceremony will be an annual event.

Further details and application forms for the CP Awards Competition could be obtained from: National Cleaner Production Centre, No.4, Charles Way, Colombo 3 Telephone: 2375730/1 

http://www.asiantribune.com/index.php?q=node/7538
……………………………………

SRI LANKA- Ceylon Daily News : Programmes to mark World Habitat Day 

Mohammed Naalir 

KANDY: A series of programmes has been organised to mark World Habitat Day which falls on October 1. 

The official ceremony will be held on the directives of President Mahinda Rajapaksa, Housing and Common Amenities Minister Ferial Ashraff said. 

The theme this year is "A safe city is a just city." The national conference will be held on October 1 at Trinity College, Kandy. 

Addressing media at her Ministry Auditorium Minister Ashraff said, awareness campaigns will be held for schoolchildren and the general public in the Kandy city on landslides. 

Senior lecturers and professors of the Peradeniya University will conduct the programme. Several workshops have also been organised. 

The Minister said the theme selected by UNO exposes important ideas in the urban development process. 

She stressed the necessity to absorb students in this programme to create a city. The Ministry will also implement collective development programmes together with State, private and Non-Governmental Organisations parallel to the Habitat Day. 

Minister Ashraff pointed out that this year special attention has been paid on schoolchildren. 

Various programmes have been drafted focusing the protection of the urban community by minimising disasters. 

Plantation Industry Ministry D.M. Jayaratne, Urban Development and Sacred Area Development Minister Dinesh Gunawardane, Central Province Chief Minister Sarath Ekanayake and all parliamentarians of Kandy will also take part in the national conference. 

Certificates and awards will be given to winners of the competitions.

http://www.dailynews.lk/2007/09/27/news27.asp 

..........................................

VIETNAM-Viet Nam News : Cam Duong mine goes environment friendly

27-09-2007 - LAO CAI — The Cam Duong apatite mine recently implemented a series of environmental protection policies, which have markedly improved the area of Lao Cai Province.

The company has focused intently on environmental protection since its inception in July 2005, investing some VND100 million (US$6,250) to such ends.

"The company carries out uniform measures to update technology and explosive equipment, management methods and the content of environmental protection policy," said Nguyen Quang Loi, Vice Director of the company.

According to Nguyen Mai Thanh, Head of the Environmental Safety Department of the Viet Nam Apatite Company, the mine is located on an area 1km wide and 80km long, producing deposits by way of localised explosions.

In the past, due to old and outdated machines and technology, the company was unable to exploit apatite at deep levels. Therefore, they had to close many mines after exploiting only a minimum amount of apatite from shallow areas. This greatly damaged the area, leading to large quantities of waste and dangerous landslides, seriously affecting local residents.

In order to overcome these problems, the company’s board of directors decided to purchase a modern Japanese excavator and lorries with large holding capacities so as to reach 90m. This has not enabled the company to access all areas of the mines, but it has led to increased protection of the mine’s surrounds.

Additionally, to avoid dust in Cam Duong Township, the company built a new station at Coc Mine, worth VND20 billion ($1.250 million). Now ore is transported by train instead of lorries, which decreases the amount of dust, noise, and mud.

The company has also minimised smoke and gas emissions caused by seam explosives to limit their impact on the environment and workers’ health.

Meanwhile, the company has also applied a new model of management where every member must take responsibility for their work and their division. This improves co-operation and heightens productivity, enabling the company to effectively implement measures like decreasing dust.

However, dust and solid waste are not the only worries for the company, as the mine also produces a huge amount of water waste, up to 36,000 cubic meters per hour. Now, at Tang Loong Factory, a green lawn filled with carefully tended trees sits at the heart of the mine. The factory has just invested some VND3.5 billion ($220,000) to improve the landscape and solve the problem of waste water drainage.

Nguyen Trong Phu, Director of the factory, says that waste water disposal is a factory priority. Accordingly, it is managed in a closed system, ensuring that water will not leak out and pollute the environment.

The company has just contracted with the Environment and Chemical Safety Centre of the Industrial Chemical Institute of Ministry of Trade and Industry to maintain regular reports on waste water, dust and exhaust fumes.

"Environmental protection is assigned to trade unions of each production division. The Board of Directors assesses the results every four, six and twelve months and praises divisions who successfully carry out the task," said Phu.

Besides doing their normal duties at Tang Loong factory, workers voluntarily contributed a day’s income to create a fund for environmental protection.

The company is presently co-ordinating with local authorities to further improve the area by adding more trees through Programme 327 and Programme 661. Though the project faces some difficulties in administrative procedures, thanks to the effort of the company’s leadership and support and participation of its workers, Cam Duong Township is now enjoying a green view and clean roads lined with trees. — VNS

http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=01ENV270907 
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UN – UNEP In The News
Madagascar: At UN, Country Calls for 'Ecological Partnership' Between Africa, Rich States

UN News Service (New York): Africa and the industrialized world should form an "ecological partnership" in which African States supply clean energy and other natural products and wealthy countries increase their investment in the continent, Madagascar's President told national leaders gathered at the General Assembly today. "There is an urgent need for the globalization of responsibility," Marc Ravalomanana said as he called for new strategies that utilize the international community to help African economies advance more quickly and yet still protect their environment. During previous addresses to the Assembly's annual high-level debate, Mr. Ravalomanana has called for a Marshall Plan for Africa to match the economic assistance programme that the United States brought to Europe after World War II. Reiterating the need for such a plan, he said today that the ecological partnership would form a crucial element. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709270008.html
General Environment News

Kenya: Rise in Heat a Threat to Us, Says Mwiraria

The Nation (Nairobi): Kenya's water supply and energy network face serious threats from global warming, the Environment minister has told the United Nations. This loss of ice, coupled with droughts that may also be a product of global warming, will make potable water scarce in the country while also damaging the hydro-electric power system that accounts for two-thirds of Kenya's energy supply, Mr David Mwiraria warned. "The glaciers on Mount Kenya are virtually gone," Mr Mwiraria said at a luncheon co-hosted by Kenya as part of a UN high-level conference on climate change. He also called for greater fairness in the global response to climate change. "Africa, and Kenya in particular, has contributed least to the onset of climate change, yet we are suffering and projected to suffer even more from many of its adverse effects," the minister said in an address to the conference on Monday. In striving to protect planetary ecosystems, Mr Mwiraria said, "one of the critical design features has to be equity." He urged rich countries to "boldly contribute" to a proposed Adaptation Fund intended to help the poor cope with challenges to their survival in a rapidly changing global environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709270109.html
Uganda: Global Warming Linked to Fuel Consumption

New Vision (Kampala): Combustion of thermal power generators for electricity and use of biomass for fuel has caused global warming and climate change, the minister of state for energy has disclosed. Simon D'Ujanga explained that greenhouse gases were being increasingly emitted as a result of the higher demand for energy that is being met mainly by coal and petroleum products. "Climate change is a critical issue now. Its effects include adverse ecosystem impacts, rising sea levels, increased frequency of storms, floods, droughts and adverse impacts on human health and agricultural production, which we are also facing in Uganda," he said. "The recent drought and the current flooding in the eastern and northern part of the country are some of indicators of the change in climate." D'Ujanga was speaking yesterday at a workshop on Climate Change and Clean Development Mechanisms at Grand Imperial Hotel in Kampala.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200709270015.html
Rwanda: Kagame, U.S. Conservationists Launch Major Scheme

Rwanda News Agency/Agence Rwandaise d'Information (Kigali): President Paul Kagame on Thursday unveiled Rwanda's first conservation park to promote reforestation, conservation, and research to protect the world's rapidly diminishing number of great apes, RNA reports. In collaboration with Ted Townsend - founder of Earthpark and Great Ape Trust of Iowa State, Mr. Kagame announced a joint 10-year program at the Clinton Global Initiative in called The Rwanda Forest Protection Project. "We are immensely appreciative of Mr. Townsend's shared passion and commitment to preserve and restore our precious forests that have been destroyed by many factors including deforestation and climate change," said Kagame. "We also are confident that this first-ever international project will prevent the extinction of our great apes through Great Ape Trust's world-renowned scientists." The scheme will develop both a national conservation park and field station for reforestation and conservation of great apes, including mountain gorillas. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709271122.html
Cameroon: British Council to Fund Fight Against Wetlands Degradation

The Post (Buea): The British Council has secured funds from the British Ecological Society to set up the Cameroon Ecological Society that would handle ecological issues in the country. Jenny Scott, the outgoing Director of the British Council, made this declaration in her speech at this year's workshop on "Wetlands Degradation" organised by the British Council Cameroon and Young Scientists, CAMAYS, recently at Bamenda Urban Council Library. In the last three years, the British Council has funded the International Network of Young Scientists, INYS, which encourages networking and collaboration among Cameroonian and UK scientists. "We also supported the setting up and development of the Cameroon Association of Young Scientists, CAMAYS, in order to continue the capacity building and collaboration among Cameroonian, African and UK scientists," said Scott. CAMAYS has also been exploring the specific challenges of Wetlands using the case study of the Babessi Wetlands in Ngoketunjia Division of the Northwest. At the workshop, participants watched a TV documentary realised by CAMAYS under the leadership of Dr. Isaac Njila. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709271154.html
Cameroon: North West - Protection of Ozone Layer Pre-occupies

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): The North West Provincial Delegate of Environment and Nature Protection, Wadt-Zela Fonye Francis, has revealed that an ozone office has been set up in Yaounde to check any adverse effects caused by unfriendly ozone gases on the population, adding that custom officials have also been trained to detect such gases which are mostly contained in second-hand imported goods such as vehicles and refrigerators. Wadt - Zela made the announcement recently in Bamenda during a media round table conference, which focused on forest and environment, organized by the Western Highlands Nature and Conservation Network of Cameroon (WHINCONET) to commemorate the 2007 International Day of the ozone layer. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709270669.html
Nigeria: World Maritime Day - Organisations to Focus on Environmental Issues

Vanguard (Lagos): Maritime organisations the world over would be focusing on matters of environment as the world marks this year's World Maritime Day which would be holding on the 27th day of this month. This year's theme would be shedding light on the role shipping could play in reducing industrial impact on the environment. More than 90 per cent of the world's trade is transported by ship and perhaps the best-known cargo is fuel. Observers in the maritime industry in Nigeria have express concern about the level of marine environment pollution control in the country and have called on relevant authorities to use the opportunity of the theme for this year's world maritime day to set agenda for the sector. Like other countries the world over, conveying import/export goods to and fro Nigeria, is done by ships and there is no actual control over pollution in the nation's waters. Nigeria usually marks the day annually by holding seminars and workshops on various issues in the industry. http://allafrica.com/stories/200709270229.html
Nigeria: Ohakim Sacks Environmental Committee

Vanguard (Lagos): Imo State Environmental Transformation Committee (ENTRACO) has been dissolved by Governor Ikedi Ohakim. Announcing the immediate dissolution of ENTRACO during an expanded State Executive Council meeting at the Government House, Owerri, Ohakim also decorated them with the Clean and Green badge, as well as distributed laptop computers to the members. Strong feelings emanating from the meeting confirmed that the Governor was not particularly happy that the disbanded committee “was more interested in ephemeral things instead of tackling its primary assignment". It was also gathered that Ohakim was visibly worried that the disbanded committee did not see the need to deploy the waste bins and brand new waste disposal trucks donated to government by Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC). http://allafrica.com/stories/200709270201.html
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Integrated Eco-Investor, Kyoto Planet Financial, Launches With 1/3 of Net Profit Going to Foundation

PR Newswire

September 27, 2007

Kyoto Planet Financial formally launched today. The firm is comprised of two key business groups: Kyoto Planet Asset Management, which works with individual investors, and Kyoto Planet Capital Partners, which invests in renewable energy and clean technology companies. Kyoto Planet Financial has a strong social and environmental mandate and provides one-third of net profits to fund non-profit initiatives around the world.

"Kyoto Plant Asset Management gives individual investors the opportunity to make their money grow while helping support important renewable energy and green companies," said Damien Reynolds, Chairman and Founder of parent Kyoto Planet Group, who has been a leading investor in natural resources and renewable energy for more than 20 years, having raised more than $250 million in capital for growing junior companies. "Kyoto Planet Capital Partners is committed to providing entrepreneurs and green companies unparalleled access to knowledge, capital and services, by activating a range of financial tools and services under one roof." 

Kyoto Planet Asset Management

Kyoto Planet Asset Management provides investors with professionally managed investments in global renewable energy and environmental technology industries with large market potential through the Kyoto Planet Fund. The firm will invest in public and private renewable energy and clean technology companies in areas that have breakthrough intellectual property and other competitive advantages. Approximately 25% of Kyoto Planet Fund is targeted to invest in private equity, either directly or indirectly through Kyoto Planet Capital Partners

Kyoto Planet Capital Partners

With five initial eco-friendly investments totaling approximately CDN$15 million, Kyoto Planet Capital Partners is a unique eco-investor that brings together key financial management services for private companies in the areas of renewable energy, clean technology, alternative fuels, and other eco-focused sectors. The principals of Kyoto Planet Capital Partners have a proven record of creating value and have started with the company's initial investments:

	


Kyoto Planet Capital Partners brings added value to innovative companies in the renewable energy, clean technology, and eco-focused sectors. In addition to energy and cleantech sector expertise, the company offers entrepreneurs access to financial management services, including investor relations and grant relations. For example, Kyoto Planet's grant relations team specializes in helping renewable and eco-friendly companies win grant and contribution funding from government and private sources with standard technology grant solicitations, to periodic and location specific opportunities.

"Kyoto Planet has been a great fit for cleanairpass," said Bryce Conacher, founder and CEO of cleanairpass. "Access to their extensive resources and expertise has been a key enabler to allowing us to rapidly scale our business model. Kyoto Planet Capital Partners isn't just about money, it's about people, planet and profit."

Investors with a Conscience

As part of its mission, Kyoto Planet Financial has also committed to giving one-third of its net profits to the Kyoto Planet Foundation. The Foundation, which is in the process of creating its charter, will work to support non-profit initiatives in communities around the world.

"Although we were founded on the belief that individuals and the private sector must take the lead to address our planetary challenges, we also know that additional help is needed in economically and ecologically challenged communities," said Reynolds.

About Kyoto Planet Asset Management Inc.

Kyoto Planet Asset Management provides investors with professionally managed investments in global renewable energy and environmental technology industries with large market potential through the Kyoto Planet Fund.

About Kyoto Planet Capital Partners Inc.

Kyoto Planet Capital Partners is a global investment company with a focus on investing in primarily private companies in the renewable and eco-focused sectors. Kyoto Planet Capital Partners also offers comprehensive services in investor relations, grant applications and loans, and financial management.

About Kyoto Planet Group

Kyoto Planet Group is a socially responsible eco-conscious company housing three distinct but interrelated entities: Kyoto Planet Financial Services (trading as Kyoto Planet Capital Partners & Kyoto Planet Asset Management), a vehicle to support and facilitate active investments in the green sector; Kyoto Planet Enterprises, a division focused on practical information, products and services for environmentally conscious consumers and businesses; and the Kyoto Planet Foundation, established to award grants and manage the non-profit activities of the company. For more information please visit http://www.kyotoplanet.com/ .

Provincial Conservatives rated worst on environmental plans; Coalition report compares parties' platforms on six policy areas, including energy, pollution

By Peter Gorrie

 Toronto Star

September 27, 2007 

The Green party fares best, and the Conservatives worst, in an analysis of their environmental policies by advocacy groups.

The unsurprising result was not stated in the report, released yesterday by a coalition of 13 organizations. Most offer income-tax receipts to donors and so aren't allowed to express opinions about political parties competing in election campaigns. 

Instead, the report notes whether each party's platform is in accord with the groups' views on six key policy areas - the Greenbelt, energy, toxic pollution, waste, the Great Lakes and protection of the northern boreal forest.

Each main area was broken down into several questions - 25 in all.

The Star gave two points for each "Yes," subtracted one for each "No," and awarded a single point when a party's stand was partly okay. On that system, the Greens scored 40 points, the NDP 38, the Liberals 34 and the Conservatives 8.

The Greens had 20 "Yes" evaluations; the Conservatives only four.

The coalition picked the six topics last spring, in an effort to focus debate on environmental issues during the campaign for the Oct. 10 election, and to raise their profile.

Although opinion polls suggest the environment is a major issue for voters, it hasn't figured prominently in the campaign. Other issues, particularly Tory's promise to fund faith-based schools, have grabbed most of the attention.

"If an issue doesn't have religion and education in it, it's been hard-pressed to get much coverage," said Rick Smith, executive director of Environmental Defence, one of the member groups.

Still, the coalition's effort was a success, he said.

In response to the questionnaire, it secured a long list of promises, including a last-minute flurry Tuesday after it sent a draft version to each party and they, in turn, replied with more detail and clarifications to try for more "Yes" tallies in the final report.

"The goal ... was not necessarily to ensure that the environment was the dominant issue in the campaign," Smith said. It "was to set the environment up for progress after the election, no matter who wins.

"The fact that we have a phonebook of commitments is a very positive development. Ontarians now have considerable detail about what to expect from the parties. That's good news."

And, he said, "there's certainly more focus on the environment in the platforms than in the last provincial election."

The major clear differences among the parties centre on a handful of issues. The Liberals and Conservatives say they'd build more nuclear power plants; the NDP and Greens are opposed.

The Liberals and Conservatives would consider energy-from-waste projects - a high-tech form of burning garbage to produce heat and electricity. Again, the NDP and Greens are opposed.

Many of the distinctions, though, are a matter of degree.

The full analysis is at www.PrioritiesforOntario.ca.

Arroyo Shares Stage with Al Gore at Clinton Global Initiative

Asia Pulse

September 27, 2007

Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo shared the limelight with former United States President Bill Clinton, former US Vice President Al Gore and four other leading world figures at the opening Wednesday morning of the three-day session of the 2007 meeting of the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) at the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers. 

The only female member of the six-man panel discussion on climate change with Clinton acting as moderator, the President discussed her government's efforts to tap the Philippines' vast geothermal resources to ease the country's dependence on imported, ozone-depleting fuel and preserve the environment.

Aside from President Arroyo and Gore, the other panelists on the stage overlooking the jampacked crowd at the CGI session hall were Afghanistan President Hamid Karsai, Wal-Mart President and Chief Executive Officer H. Lee Scott, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and World Bank President Robert Zoellick.

At least 16 heads of state - past and present - and hundreds of supporters and advocates of the movement to stem the global weather climate crisis made up the audience at the CGI session hall.

Several others set to speak during the different sessions of the CGI are leading cinema, media, political and business personalities from different parts of the world, among them Angelina Jolie, co-chair of the Jolie-Pitt Foundation, former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, Norway Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg, Netherlands Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende and Dominican Republic President Leonel Fernandez.

In his introduction of President Arroyo, Clinton said she was his classmate at Georgetown University in 1968 and repeatedly referred to her efforts to develop clean energy for the Philippines, win the peace in Mindanao and fight poverty.

Saying the prospects of developing her country's geothermal resources are not only bright but profitable, the President said that in the past two weeks alone, build-operate-transfer (BOT) operators of two geothermal projects have turned over to the government their facilities following the expiration of their BOT franchise.

Asked about her government's strategy to end the conflict in Mindanao, President Arroyo said she hoped a permanent settlement of the decades-old strife would soon be achieved.

The government's new paradigm of "soft-hard" approach to the conflict in southern Philippines has been making a remarkable headway in improving the peace and order situation in the area.

The soft approach policy involves the development of the area as part of the governments efforts to fight poverty, the construction of roads and bridges and other infrastructure facilities, improving healthcare services, and mass access to education, among other human resources programs, she said.

The President added that the hard approach refers to the use of the military to preserve peace and order and counter other anti-government activities.

Organized by the former US President in 2005, the CGI is a non-partisan catalyst for action, bringing together a community of global leaders to devise and implement innovative solutions to some of the world's most pressing challenges.

Its membership base is highly diverse covering a full spectrum of religious, ideological, ethnic and geographical backgrounds and includes current and former heads of state, leading scholars, representatives of non-government organizations and top business leaders.

More famous faces, multimillion dollar pledges expected at day 2 of Clinton Global Initiative

By Deepti Hajela 

The Associated Press

September 27, 2007

Some pledges were huge, such as a commitment from the Florida Power & Light Co. to build a solar power plant as part of a $2.4 billion clean energy program. 

Others were smaller, but still substantial. CARE, a humanitarian organization dedicated to fighting global poverty, promised $150 million to provide health services to 30 million women and children. BRAC, a Bangladesh nonprofit, vowed to spend $271 million to educate 7.5 million young people in Asia and Africa.

The first day of the Clinton Global Initiative brought out a number of commitments as participants made pledges Wednesday toward action on such global causes as climate change, poverty, health care and education. More promises were expected Thursday.

Founded by former President Clinton, CGI draws world leaders, celebrities and scholars for three days of discussions on global issues and asks them to take concrete steps on those causes.

Brad Pitt announced that his Make It Right project was prepared to break ground by the end of the year on 150 affordable, environmentally friendly homes in New Orleans' Lower Ninth Ward, which was devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

"This is doable this is not that difficult," Pitt said. "I've seen these designs. They're fantastic."

Pitt's partner, Angelina Jolie, spoke about education. She announced a commitment from the members of the Education Partnership for Children of Conflict, which she co-chairs, to help educate more than 1 million children around the world.

The Education Partnership, founded in 2006, helps fund education programs for children affected by conflict. The 2007 commitment includes $1.2 million to build an educational complex in southern Sudan, a plan to take "Sesame Street" to Afghanistan and a distance learning project that would reach 150,000 children, including those affected by the war in Iraq.

"They say education is not lifesaving," Jolie said at a news conference with representatives of the Education Partnership's member organizations. "All of us would beg to differ."

Pitt and Jolie were among close to 1,300 people famous and not, liberal and conservative attending the third CGI conference.

There was even a brief reunion as Clinton and his former vice president, Al Gore, shared a stage Wednesday for a discussion of the need for global action.

Although there has been a chill in their relationship, the two Democrats spoke warmly of each other. Clinton praised Gore for his environmental activism, and Gore plugged Clinton's new book.

"This climate crisis is not going to be solved only by personal actions and business actions," Gore said Wednesday at the conference. "We need changes in laws, changes in policies. We need leadership, and we need a new treaty."

More than 50 current and former world leaders were on the list of attendees, including former British Prime Minister Tony Blair. Tennis star Andre Agassi and media mogul Rupert Murdoch were also on the conference's guest list this year.

Those who attend pay a $15,000 registration fee and are expected to commit time or money to the conference's big issues. Those who do not fulfill their pledges are not invited back.

Clinton spokesman Ben Yarrow said there were five people this year whose registration fees were not accepted.

Sandia Pueblo joins in fight to pressure Congress to change clean water law 

By Susan Montoya Bryan 

Associated Press 

September 27, 2007 

The Rio Grande used to be more than just a shallow sliver cutting its way through sand bars on this pueblo's western edge, and the dry stream beds that descend from the mountains on the eastern front once channeled summer runoff strong enough to move granite boulders.

"I mean you could hear those boulders come tumbling down. We would get up in the middle of the night just to watch them come through," Sandia Pueblo Gov. Victor Montoya said as he reminisced about his childhood. "It was nice." 

Things have changed, but one thing that remains the same is the pueblo's reverence for the water that runs through the heart of the small community.

The pueblo has joined state officials, sportsmen and conservationists from across the country who are throwing their support behind federal legislation that aims to clear up what is protected by the Clean Water Act.

"It's very important, not just to us Native Americans, but to everybody," Montoya said. "Without water, where are we? We wouldn't be around."

Supporters of the Clean Water Restoration Act say the original law has been muddied over the years by a pair of split Supreme Court decisions that narrowed the definition of waters that are eligible for protection.

Guidelines issued this summer by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers also have made it harder to protect intermittent streams and wetlands unless they are connected to traditional waterways.

The implications of how the Clean Water Act is interpreted stretch far beyond Sandia Pueblo to the rest of the arid West, where civic leaders grapple each day with the prospect of not having enough water to sustain their rapidly growing communities.

"All of the Southwestern states have this situation where something close to 80, 90 percent of their surface waters are these ephemeral and intermittent streams," said Jan Goldman-Carter, wetlands and water resources counsel for the National Wildlife Federation, which supports the restoration act.

Conservationists contend that unless Congress acts, these waters could be left vulnerable.

Kent Salazar, president of the New Mexico Wildlife Federation, said the original act had bipartisan support when it was crafted in the early 1970s and it has worked well for three decades.

"To make these changes now and threaten our way of life and our water, it's ridiculous," he said. "We need to get people aware of what's going on."

 While no one is against clean water, developers along with farmers and other business groups see the legislation as an expansion of federal power and question whether the EPA would have the funds necessary to enforce the law if more waters would fall under federal protection.

They are concerned that the legislation would become a vehicle for protecting every wet area in the country, possibly even ditches and groundwater.

Critics also point to Supreme Court decisions that narrow the definition of water protected under the law to navigable waterways and those bodies of water that are linked to such waterways.

"When you codify law contrary to a Supreme Court decision it's double edge sword," said Howard Hutchinson, executive director of the Coalition of Arizona/New Mexico Counties and a member of the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission. "Sometimes you correct laws that are well off their mark and other times you're taking some very good deliberations and turning them on their head."

He added that if the legislation would pass, lawyers would be eager to test it and judges would be forced to make rulings based on emotional arguments.

Denise Fort, a law professor at the University of New Mexico, said much has changed since the Clean Water Act was first passed and that lawmakers who drafted the legislation were thinking more about protecting waterways like the Potomac and the Hudson, not intermittent streams or playas in the West.

"In terms of Western environments, there are several problems with several places where the Clean Water Act isn't good enough for what we are trying to do and for what we need to do," she said.

For example, she said, the act does not address groundwater.

"And for westerners, what would be more important?" she asked.

Fort said a number of environmental laws could stand to be rewritten now that people have a better scientific understand of things.

Supporters of the legislation are hopeful that the House will act on the measure before the end of the year. It already has the backing of Rep. Tom Udall, D-N.M., but the rest of New Mexico's delegation has yet to take a position.

Given the record of bipartisan support for clean water, Jill Smith, Sandia Pueblo's environmental attorney, said she doesn't believe it will have much trouble passing.

"I think the bigger roadblock to getting it passed will be that Congress has much larger issues on its plate like Iraq and other matters," she said. "This is probably important to a lot of people but whether they actual can move it is going to be the question."

Sandia Pueblo is the first New Mexico tribe to publicly back the legislation, but Montoya said he didn't take a stance on the matter to be recognized as a leader.

"We want to protect what we can for our future generations and if we have to be in the forefront, then that's where we will be," he said.

His goal: "Hopefully, we can restore this and leave something that is beautiful and clean for our grandchildren."

 Big carbon cuts: scary, but doable

Christian Science Monitor

September 27, 2007

By Stavros Dimas

This June, Group of Eight leaders confirmed the need for "substantial global reductions" in the man-made emissions of greenhouse gases that are dangerously warming the earth. By 2050 global emissions will have to be at least 50 percent below their level in 1990.

Such radical calls are crucial to prevent a climate catastrophe. They also make countries nervous. The reason? They're worried carbon reductions will hurt economic growth. 

But this is no longer an excuse. As the 2006 landmark Stern Review has underlined, it is climate change itself, not action to prevent it, that risks crippling our economies.

And here's the good news. The European Union has already demonstrating the effectiveness of a cap-and-trade program. The United States should see its appeal - after all, America developed it to tackle sulfur dioxide pollution.

An ambitious new United Nations treaty containing binding reduction commitments for all developed countries is essential if we are to prevent climate change from assuming devastating proportions that will wreck our economies and put the lives of tens of millions of people at risk over the coming decades. For the new agreement to take over seamlessly from the Kyoto Protocol in 2012, negotiations must be launched in Bali, Indonesia, and completed by late-2009.

To stabilize global warming at the "relatively safe" level of no more than two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) above the preindustrial temperature, worldwide emissions of greenhouse gases will need to stop increasing within 10 years.

As a first step in reaching this target, developed countries must take the lead by committing under the new treaty to reduce their collective emissions to 30 percent below 1990 levels by 2020. The advanced developing countries must also contribute by slowing their emissions growth.

These are without doubt enormous challenges, but our analysis shows that deep emissions cuts are both technologically feasible and economically affordable. The sooner we take action, the cheaper it will be. And time is running out.

That is why the EU has already taken action to cut its greenhouse-gas emissions substantially and is prepared to do more in the future. We believe that one of the keys to cutting emissions cost-effectively is emissions trading, an instrument pioneered by the US for controlling sulfur dioxide pollution.

The EU's Emissions Trading System (ETS), launched in 2005, is the cornerstone of our climate change strategy. We are convinced that a global carbon market based on international emissions trading must be central to the new climate treaty in order to facilitate deep emissions reductions at least cost after 2012.

The EU ETS currently addresses carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from 10,500 major industrial sources collectively responsible for almost half of our total emissions of this gas. The system works by using market forces to put a price on carbon emissions. 

This approach has two important advantages. First, by attaching a real economic cost to CO2 emissions, it creates a direct financial spur to cut emissions and invest in low-emission technologies. Combined with targeted government support, this is a real driver of ecoinnovation.

The second big advantage of cap and trade systems is that being able to buy and sell emissions allowances gives companies flexibility in deciding how best to cut their emissions. This promotes the biggest emissions reductions for the lowest cost.

Norway will soon link to our system. New Zealand, Australia, Switzerland, and Canada are planning trading systems, as are California and 10 Northeastern US states.

I hope it will not be long before the US government also puts its faith in the great American invention of emissions trading. Being a full player in the rapidly expanding global carbon market can only be good for America - and for our prospects of winning the battle against climate change.

Deeper level of interest in climate fix

By Gregory M. Lamb

Christian Science Monitor

September 27, 2007

Climate change is on the minds of world leaders at two high-level summits this week. The first meeting, at the United Nations, delivered the expected: a surfeit of urgent talk and a paucity of promises to act. Early readings on the second, to be held at the White House today and tomorrow, were that it would continue that theme.

In comments to the UN climate summit Monday, Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon couldn't have been more clear about what he felt was at stake. "The time for doubt has passed," he said, urging quick measures to prevent disaster. He continued:"I am convinced that climate change, and what we do about it, will define us, our era, and ultimately the global legacy we leave for future generations.... We hold the future in our hands. Together, we must ensure that our grandchildren will not have to ask why we failed to do the right thing." 

In a speech, global warming activist Al Gore urged the assembled presidents and prime ministers (President Bush did not attend) that they should personally take part in a meeting to be held in Bali, Indonesia, this December that aims to set new mandatory goals for nations to cut greenhouse gases. He added, as Reuters reported:"I would like to propose ... that the heads of state around the world call an emergency session of this gathering for the beginning of next year to review the results of Bali.... [They should] continue to meet at the head-of-state level every three months until a treaty is successfully arrived at. We cannot continue business as usual."

Though the meeting appeared to be all talk and no action, a subtle but important shift may be occurring among developing countries, who are showing a new level of serious interest in the subject. Richard Kinley, deputy executive director of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, said in a lead story in this newspaper Monday:"Among a number of developing countries, we're seeing a growing realization that they have to take a new approach for their own well-being. And the leading example of that is China.... What we hear more now is talk of incentives, of the right investment and technology flows into the developing countries, and that is bringing the two sides closer together.... That's crucial, because it's clearly only through international cooperation that this challenge can be addressed."

Meanwhile, the White House convenes a two-day meeting of the 16 biggest greenhouse-gas-emitting countries today with Mr. Bush expected to speak tomorrow. US officials are trying to set low expectations, the Los Angeles Times reports, calling it only the first in an expected series of meetings. "Those are not issues you discuss and resolve in two days," said Dan Price, a deputy national security adviser for international economic affairs.

What remains clear is that the United States continues to be the straw that stirs the drink on climate change. Sigmar Gabriel, Germany's environment minister, called Bush's meeting a big step, according to the Times. "The US must lead," he said, not just because it's the No. 1 greenhouse-gas emitter but because it has "the most dynamic economy, the biggest field of research." Added Denmark's environment minister, Connie Hedegaard: "China, India, they will not do anything without the US."

But Democratic congressional leaders want that US leadership to be shown at the UN, not through ad hoc gatherings. Senate majority leader Harry Reid and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi urged the president this weeknot to set up a separate, competing path to international agreements that they say would result in an ineffective approach. In a letter to Bush they added:"We call upon you to use this occasion to announce your support for mandatory national and international limits.... "Your Administration has been pursuing an alternative approach based on purely aspirational targets and non-binding pledges of national action.... This approach ...cannot succeed in staving off catastrophic climate change impacts."

This week's meetings coincide with a new poll of people in 21 countries showing that large majorities believe that human activity causes global warming and that strong action must be taken quickly. The poll, conducted for the BBC World Service, showed that about 79 percent of people in both developing as well as developed countries say that "human activity, including industry and transportation, is a significant cause of climate change." About 65 percent also say that "it is necessary to take major steps starting very soon" to combat it.

Said Doug Miller, president of the international polling firm GlobeScan, which conducted the poll:"The strength of these findings makes it difficult to imagine a more supportive public opinion environment for national leaders to commit to climate action."

Are sunspots prime suspects in global warming?

By Peter N. Spotts 

Christian Science Monitor

September 27, 2007, Thursday

It's a modern-day climate scuffle William Herschel would recognize. He should. He helped trigger it.

In 1801, the eminent British astronÂ-Â-omer reported that when sunspots dotted the sun's surface, grain prices fell. When sunspots waned, prices rose.

He suggested that shifts in grain prices were a stand-in for shifts in climate. Large numbers of sunspots led to a warmer sun, he reasoned. With more warmth reaching Earth, crop yields would increase, depressing grain prices.

With that, a 200-year hunt began for links between shifts in the sun's output and changes in climate.

No one doubts that the sun drives Earth's climate. Nor do researchers doubt that over long time spans, changes in the level of sunlight reaching Earth's surface leave their imprints on climate. 

The vast bulk of research to date, however, points to greenhouse gases - mainly carbon dioxide from burning coal, oil, and natural gas - as the main force behind the current warming trend, most climate scientists say.

Still, over the past decade some researchers say they've found puzzling correlations between changes in the sun's output and weather and climate patterns on Earth. These links appear to rise above the level of misinterpreted data or faulty equipment.

"There are some empirical bits of evidence that show interesting relationships we don't fully understand," says Drew Shindell, a researcher at NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York.

For example, he cites a 2001 study in which scientists looked at cloud cover over the United States from 1900 to 1987 and found that average cloud cover increased and decreased in step with the sun's 11-year sunspot cycle. The most plausible cause, they said: changes in the ultraviolet (UV) light the sun delivers to the stratosphere.

Clouds can cool, or clouds can heat

Others claim to have linked shifts in levels of cosmic rays reaching deep into the atmosphere to changes in average cloud cover. Depending on how thick and how high they are, clouds either cool the planet by reflecting sunlight back into space or act as a blanket and trap heat. The valve controlling the flow of cosmic rays from deep space is the sun's magnetic field - which shifts with sunspot activity.

But this broad line of inquiry faces an enormous credibility problem, Dr. Shindell notes. From Herschel's day through the early 20th century, scientists have offered correlations that "fall apart the longer you look at them," he says.

Moreover, when scientists report a new correlation, some enthusiastic advocates go beyond what the data show and imbue it with too much significance. Such is the case with cosmic rays, many scientists say, whose poorly demonstrated ties to cloud formation have nevertheless been touted in the public arena - if not the scientific arena - as an explanation for most of the warming in the 20th century.

To say that current warming trends are "all cosmic rays and no carbon dioxide is totally ludicrous, in the same way that people say that it's all [human-induced] carbon dioxide and nothing natural. That is equally ludicrous," says Jasper Kirkby, a physicist who is actively exploring potential links between cosmic rays and clouds at CERN, Europe's center for high-energy physics research in Geneva.

"Climate is a cocktail," he explains. "The effect of cosmic rays on clouds - if there is a significant effect - will be part of the mix. The question is: Is it a significant part of the mix, or insignificant?"

Mainstream scientific skepticism about a strong direct link between changes in the sun's output and today's global warming stems from a tiny shift in sunlight.

Generally, peak periods of high sunspot activity deliver more sunlight to the top of the atmosphere than periods of minimum activity. Scientists measure this "total solar irradiance," which includes infrared and ultraviolet light as well as visible light.

In 1970, Russian researchers using high-altitude balloons to measure sunlight reported a 2 percent rise in the sun's output as the sun moved from periods of little sunspot activity to peak activity. Today, using better measurements from satellites over the past 28 years, the change in total solar irradiance is estimated to be much smaller, between 0.05 percent and 0.07 percent. The most important component for climate-change purposes - visible light - represents about half of this change, says Tom Woods, a researcher at the University of Colorado's Laboratory for Space and Atmospheric Physics, based in Boulder.

'Pesky' correlations with sunspots

Last fall, solar physicists and climate scientists in the US and Europe reviewed the latest studies of changes in total solar irradiance driven by the 11-year sunspot cycle. They concluded that those changes are unlikely to have had a "significant influence" on global warming since the 1600s. In particular, satellite measurements since the late 1970s showed changes too weak to have "contributed appreciably to accelerated warming over the past 30 years."

The effect "is really small, unless you can come up with ways to amplify it," says Tom Wigley, a senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, who took part in the study.

Other studies suggest that changes in sunlight - as well as the cooling effect of volcanic activity, which sends sunlight-reflecting particles high in the sky - probably played a major role in climate during preindustrial times and even into the early 20th century. But even these find that CO2 emissions have dominated the scene over the past half century.

Some pesky correlations - such as the one between sunspot cycles and cloud cover - linger. This has led some scientists to ask if some process in the atmosphere may be boosting those tiny changes.

One candidate is UV light. During swings in sunspot cycles, the largest fractional changes in the sun's output occur in the ultraviolet range, Shindell notes. But much of that is absorbed by ozone in the stratosphere - which may be the connection, he suggests. The rise and fall of UV light can alter the amount of heat-trapping ozone in the stratosphere, changing its circulation patterns. These changes can work their way into the layer below, the troposphere, where weather and people meet. Instead of warming the troposphere, changes in solar UV output appear to redistribute warmth, chill, rainfall, and other conditions already present.his mechanism may account for plunging winter temperatures in the Little Ice Age (1450 to 1850) - at least over land in the Northern Hemisphere, he says.Another possibility: cosmic rays ut if changes in ultraviolet light tied to sunspot cycles merely stir the climate pot, might something else affect long-term global average temperatures?

Enter galactic cosmic rays. In 1997, Danish researcher Henrik Svensmark and a colleague at the Danish Meteorological Institute injected new life into this debate with the first in a set of papers that suggested a strong correlation between an increase in galactic cosmic rays reaching Earth's surface during low points in the sunspot cycle and increased cloud cover.

The idea of a big effect on climate from cosmic rays is controversial. For instance, the team that studied sunspots and cloud cover over North America found that average cloudiness rose and fell with the sunspot cycle, but didn't track with cosmic ray trends.

Still, a study published last year in Britain showed a small but statistically significant efÂ-Â-fect from cosmic rays, notes Rasmus BenÂ-Â-estad, who specialized in solar-climate interactions at the Norwegian Meteorological Institute in Oslo. He is highly skeptical that cosmic rays play a big role in climate, he says. But, he adds, the phenomenon is worth exploring.

Dr. Kirkby and colleagues at several institutions aim to do just that. They've designed an aerosol chamber to test how cosmic rays might affect cloud formation and how significant the effect might be. "You really can't settle the issue by more heated debate," he says. "You need experimental data."

Bush prepares for 'greenwashing' climate summit

By Leonard Doyle

The Independent (London)

September 27, 2007 Thursday

For the first time in 16 years, a major environmental conference opens in Washington, hosted by the Bush administration. But no concrete results are expected, and that - say European participants - is the point of this high-level meeting.

Far from representing a Damascene conversion on climate change by President George Bush, the two-day gathering of the world's biggest polluting nations is aimed at undermining the UN's efforts to tackle global warming, say European sources. "The conference was called at very short notice," said one participant. "It's a cynical exercise in destabilising the UN process." 

The gathering brings together foreign ministers - though not Britain's - as well as junior ministers and economic planners. It will be chaired by the President's chief environment adviser James Connaughton, who has a reputation equal only to that of the former adviser Karl Rove in the environmental movement. And when Mr Bush addresses the conference tomorrow, it will be to persuade the ever-growing number of Americans dismayed by the Bush policy of climate-change denial.

His motive, participants say, is to blunt attempts by Democratic presidential candidates to attack the White House for blocking climate-change initiatives.

He also wants to head off the gathering momentum in Congress to impose the first ever mandatory limitations on emissions for US companies. With 154 coal-fired power stations set to be built in the US over the next 25 years, there is an increasing sense of urgency among US environmental policy makers.

The omens are not inspiring. On his very first day in office, 20 January 2001, President Bush took up a defiantly ostrich-like stance on the issue of climate change. He ripped up dozens of environmental regulations including rules for less arsenic in drinking water, a ban on snowmobiles in national parks, controls for raw sewage overflow, energy-efficiency standards, and protections against commercial logging, mining, and drilling on national lands including the Arctic Circle.

A month later, he was urged by the Treasury Secretary Paul O' Neill "to become the first President to confirm publicly the linkage between such [greenhouse] gases and global climate change" and to limit emissions.

Instead, Bush reversed a campaign promise to regulate carbon dioxide emissions, saying in a private letter that doing so would be too costly. He flounced out of the Kyoto protocol on global warming, triggering international contempt that would only be eclipsed by the disaster of his war in Iraq.

Now a little over a year before leaving office, Mr Bush has called a short-notice meeting of the 17 largest emitters of greenhouse gases. The aim is to bring developing nations such as China, Indonesia, India and Brazil together with industrialised countries.

White House officials say the goal is to come up with a plan for deciding how, and how much, to cut emissions. "Those are not issues you discuss and resolve in two days," said Dan Price, a deputy national security adviser for international economic affairs. The fear among European delegates is that the US will try to string out the talks to "run down the clock" on the Kyoto process and prevent agreement being reached that way.

It is "a sidelight, not a process that leads to anything," said Philip Clapp of the National Environmental Trust. "You're seeing the Bush administration make this up as they go along."

Mr Bush still refuses to accept mandatory limits on carbon emissions or efforts to change America's reliance on fossil fuels.

Clinton and Gore talk global issues
The Associated Press 

September 27, 2007 

The team was back together again - at least for a little while. Bill Clinton and Al Gore shared a stage yesterday at the Sheraton Hotel in midtown at the third annual Clinton Global Initiative to discuss subjects of international importance - including the former vice president's area of expertise, global warming. 

The former president, who moderated the opening panel of the three-day conference, asked Gore if he thought an international treaty was still needed to address global warming if individuals and businesses were taking steps.

"This climate crisis is not going to be solved only by personal actions and business actions," Gore responded. "We need changes in laws, changes in policies, we need leadership and we need a new treaty."

The United Nations has scheduled a conference on climate change for December in Indonesia, where talks may begin on an emissions-reduction agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol, which the United States has never signed.

Although there has been a chill in their relationship, the two Democrats spoke warmly of each other, with Clinton praising Gore for his continued environmental activism, and Gore plugging Clinton's new book.

Their roles have changed drastically since they left office in January 2001.

Clinton is actively campaigning for his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, in her bid to win the Democratic nomination, and Gore, a jetsetting expert on climate change, continues to attract speculation that he could jump into the race at the last minute.

The conference is filled with panel discussions and smaller working sessions about four broad topics: poverty relief, global health, education, and energy and climate change.

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, tennis star Andre Agassi and media mogul Rupert Murdoch also were among the celebrities on the guest list this year.

Those who attend pay a $15,000 registration fee and are also expected to commit time or money to the conference's big issues. Those who do not fulfill their pledges are not invited back.

More than $10 billion was pledged in the first two conferences.

WWF Expert Available to Comment on White House Conference of Major Carbon Emitting Economies
PR Newswire

September 27, 2007 

Background:

The White House conference of major carbon emitting economies is being held in Washington, DC today and tomorrow, with President Bush inviting senior officials from 16 industrialized and developing countries to gather at the State Department to seek agreement on a new US-led process to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Washington meeting comes just days after the United Nations' Climate Change Summit at which leaders from more than 80 nations committed to launching formal negotiations for a global climate agreement in December 2007 in Bali, Indonesia. This comprehensive agreement is expected to build on the Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012, by broadening carbon markets, mobilizing investments in clean technology, and funding adaptation programs for the poorest and most vulnerable countries.

WWF's Position:

* The Bush administration should support the UN process and not undermine it. A fair and equitable UN agreement should reduce greenhouse gas emissions and keeps warming well below levels that scientists believe will bring about catastrophic climate change.

* Voluntary cuts in emissions are not enough. The White House conference must call for each industrialized country to reduce their domestic greenhouse gas emissions by at least 30% by 2020.

	  WWF expert available for comment:


Center for Energy and Economic Development Statement on Illinois Climate Change Advisory Group Final Options Package

PR Newswire

September 27, 2007 

The Center for Energy and Economic Development (CEED) Midwest Regional Vice President Scott Wiseman issued the following statement in advance of the scheduled release of a final report to Gov. Rod Blagojevich by the Illinois Climate Change Advisory Group (ICCAG) in early October.

"Unfortunately, the final report of the Illinois Climate Change Advisory Group is going to take a 'regulate first and ask questions later' approach and that is not the best way for Illinois to show leadership in addressing the challenge of climate change," Wiseman said. 

CEED supports many of the energy conservation and efficiency programs identified in the initial set of more than 80 policy options presented to the Illinois Climate Change Advisory Group (ICCAG).

Its primary concerns with the ICCAG process related to its proposed carbon limits on electric generating units (EGUs), in the form of cap-and-trade program with emission allowance auction requirements and carbon dioxide (CO2) offset or similar requirements for new or existing coal-based generation units.

Wiseman said modeling results for the governor's report demonstrate a clear problem with 'leakage' which is defined as the transfer of emissions to states outside of the control program. Leakage results when sources not subject to regulation in adjacent states increase their output. "ICF/Energy 2020's preliminary modeling shows that all of the emissions reductions projected for the cap-and-trade policy are offset by shifts in electric generation outside Illinois," he said. Wiseman went on to say that Illinois ratepayers and consumers will bear the burden of higher electric prices only to see in-state electric generation and emissions replaced by generation (and emissions) elsewhere.

CEED has five basic objections to the proposed ICCAG cap-and-trade and emissions offset requirements for EGUs:

1. The proposed cap-and-trade and offset policies would increase electric generation costs and reduce the competitiveness of Illinois electric generators, with insignificant environmental benefits. Other states stand to gain industry and jobs at Illinois' expense.

2. Despite ICF/Energy 2020 modeling to the contrary, several modeling analyses of measures similar to those approved for the final report indicate increased energy costs for consumers and industries.

3. An Illinois cap-and-trade program with a CO2 allowance auction risks duplication at federal and state auction requirements. Illinois ratepayers would face, for all practical purposes, a $2 billion annual carbon tax if implemented.

4. Illinois stands to benefit from more than 105 billion tons of coal reserves when it comes to major new energy conversion projects and ultra-clean fuels. A state cap-and-trade would drive high-paying jobs and industry out of Illinois and into neighboring states.

5. Potential adverse impacts of ICCAG's EGU control options on electric reliability. Further evaluation of this issue is needed by experts at the Regional Transmission Organizations operating in the state of Illinois: PJM and MISO and/or the staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission.

Preliminary findings in the ICF/Energy 2020 model of a proposed cap-and-trade program limiting EGU emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 would not only decrease generation from coal-fueled EGUs in Illinois by approximately 22 percent by 2020, with a 36 percent reduction from conventional plants; but substantially increase coal-based generation in states outside Illinois. "Ultimately, this would offset any reductions achieved in Illinois and would harm the competitiveness of Illinois electric generators, as well as the overall state economy," Wiseman said.

Wiseman also noted the untimely nature of Illinois' action on this issue.

"We question the reasonableness of implementing a costly new state bureaucracy to issue climate change allowances, manage a stand-alone state cap-and-trade program, and raise $1 billion annually through a state carbon auction that may only survive a year or two before it's dismantled in favor of compliance with federal legislation," Wiseman said.

For more information or a copy of the comments submitted by CEED, visit http://www.ceednet.org/ 

 PG&E may miss state's 2010 deadline on renewable energy
David R. Baker, Chronicle Staff Writer

San Francisco Chronicle

September 27, 2007

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. probably won't meet the state deadline for ensuring that 20 percent of the power it sells comes from renewable resources by the end of 2010, according to information the company presented at an investor conference Wednesday.

But PG&E should still be able to satisfy the letter of the law by surpassing that 20 percent level in 2011 and 2012. 

Under a state law passed last year, at least 20 percent of the electricity the utilities sell must come from such sources as wind farms and solar installations by the last day of 2010.

But California currently doesn't have enough windmills, solar panels and geothermal fields to do the job.

So the utilities are scrambling to sign contracts with companies that plan to build more renewable energy facilities throughout California. The law allows utilities to miss the 2010 deadline if they make up the difference in the following three years. A utility whose power sales in 2010 are 19 percent renewable, for example, can comply with the law by reaching 21 percent the following year.

That's the situation San Francisco's PG&E will probably face.

According to the company's figures, less than 19 percent of the power it sells in 2010 will be renewable. But that figure should jump to 21 percent or more in 2011 and 2012, if PG&E signs all the renewable power contracts it anticipates. And if all the solar power facilities and wind farms covered by those contracts get built.

"The contracts that are coming we know are going to get us there," said PG&E spokesman Keely Wachs. "It's more than that. Our goal is to keep adding renewables beyond the 20 percent."

The company currently gets 12 percent of its electricity from renewable sources that would qualify under the state law.

Michael Peevey, president of the state commission that regulates electrical utilities, said PG&E is making progress.

"It's close," said Peevey, president of the California Public Utilities Commission. "They're making good-faith efforts to sign up this stuff."

PG&E recently signed a contract to buy 553 megawatts of power - enough for more than 414,000 homes - from a solar power plant that an Israeli company plans to build in the Mojave Desert by 2011. And the utility today is expected to publicly commit to buying 1,000 more megawatts of solar thermal power in the next five years.

All three of California's large, investor-owned utilities have been hard-pressed to meet the deadline. Southern California Edison's chief executive officer this month told Bloomberg News that he didn't know if his company would reach 20 percent by 2010. Sempra Energy, which owns San Diego Gas and Electric Co., issued a similar warning this summer.

"Renewable development is not quite so easy as you might think," said Bob Finkelstein, executive director of The Utility Reform Network, a consumer watchdog.

It's not just a question of building more windmills or solar plants. More transmission lines will be needed to tie those projects into the state's electrical grid, both Peevey and Finkelstein warned.

But Finkelstein said the law - which some federal legislators want to take nationwide - is already doing what it was intended to do: forcing the utilities to find and fund more renewable power.

"The bigger point is that compared to where we were a few years ago, California's made great strides," he said.

Donkeys and sheep graze in front of windmills on a wind farm at Birds Landing in Solano County. Solar and geo- thermal power are other forms of renewable energy that meet state guidelines. Marcio Jose Sanchez / Associated Press 200

Tread lightly; Like it or not, climate change is going to alter how, when and where we travel ... some experts are even suggesting that vacationers might have to enter a lottery if they want to visit particularly vulnerable destinations

Leslie Garrett

The Toronto Star

September 27, 2007 

Ski resorts are sweating. Safaris are shrinking. Islands are sinking. By now, unless we really haven't been paying attention, we all know that our planet is heating up. But in between replacing old light bulbs with CFLs and shopping for a hybrid vehicle, have we stopped to consider where we might go for holiday? Truth is, our future holidays might look a little ... well ... different, say those who've been studying travel and environmental trends.  For one thing, some experts suggest that air travel itself will become problematic.Dave Reay, a climate-change researcher in the U.K. and author of Climate Change Begins at Home, points out that our weather patterns will make plane travel an iffy affair. "More frequent and intense storms will ground increasing numbers of planes," he writes. "When it's not too windy and the runway is okay, planes may still struggle to get airborne with soaring summertime temperatures meaning less lift." Where we go will also change, he believes. "Many traditional summer-sun destinations are facing failing water supplies, scorching summer temperatures and a host of disease outbreaks ... In Scotland, the ski industry is tottering on its last tartan pole, with the number of ski days having dropped by a quarter in the past 20 years." Martha Honey, former executive director at The International Ecotourism Society in Washington, D.C., says that climate change is already apparent in many of the "stunning places around the world we like to visit." She points to the rising ocean levels affecting islands in the South Pacific, melting snow at the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro and severe winters in Montenegro. Divers have seen the damage to coral reefs. Skiers have undoubtedly noticed that their season seems shorter and conditions less predictable. Rain forests are starting to die back. Popular urban destinations, such as London, Athens and Los Angeles, are experiencing more and more smog days, when airborne pollutants are at dangerously high levels. Those enjoying the incredible beaches in Southeast Asia won't soon forget the tsunami - a weather extreme that climate experts say we can expect to see more of. A report from the World Wildlife Fund on climate change and tourism concurs. "Climate change is expected to increase the risk of illness in several parts of the world and consequently discourage tourism," it says. On the other hand, parts of the world with less hospitable climates might find themselves attractive destinations. And, of course, it's expected to get worse. David Rochester, senior pricing manager at Halifax Insurance, commented in a Holiday 2030 report: "With increased extreme weather events and dramatic temperature increases predicted, holidaymakers will be considerably more at risk abroad in 20 or 30 years than they are today." Kinda kills that holiday mood, doesn't it? But while there are proposed solutions, even those are controversial. The British think tank, The Centre For Future Studies, has suggested that future ecotourists enter a lottery to win the right to visit some of the world's popular ecotourism destinations. "There is conflict between environmental concerns and commercial interests," said director Frank Shaw. "In pursuit of economic goals, other problems are being overlooked." He pointed specifically to the degradation of such tourism hot spots - hot in more ways than one - as the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, which generates roughly $5 billion from its 1.8 million visitors annually. Those visits take their toll, argue those in favour of setting limits through the lottery.

The travel industry, however, has reacted strongly, noting that ecotourism frequently injects a vested interest into protecting the environment. And that those who visit these destinations leave with a greater passion to fight for their protection. Still, no one can deny that increased traffic can wreak havoc on fragile ecosystems. China, for example, decided to keep tourists away from melting glaciers in its Tianshan, or "heavenly mountains" region. The glaciers provide drinking water to 2.3 million people, but are shrinking by almost eight metres a year, due to global warming. And tourists are reputedly littering, polluting and even driving across the ice. Thus, the decision to close the doors to tourists, figuratively speaking. Tanzanian authorities closed a tourist pass on Mount Kilimanjaro in 2006 after three American climbers were killed when rocks fell. Geologists attributed the accident to global warming which melts the snow and, in turn, loosens the rocks. All this news might evoke different reactions: Some might want to get a glimpse of the world's wonders while they still have the chance. Others might choose to travel closer to home, thereby reducing the greenhouse gas emissions from flying and lightening the load on the world's hot spots. However you respond and wherever you go, tread lightly.

Bush launches own climate conference

The Associated Press 

September 27, 2007 

Representatives from 16 countries gathered Thursday in Washington for a climate change conference President George Bush denies is rival to the U.N. effort. 

Bush announced the conference in May, timed to follow U.N. talks on reducing greenhouse gas emissions this week at the United Nations in New York, which Bush skipped.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., wrote Bush on Monday asking he "not start a separate process competing with negotiations under the United Nations Framework."

However, Steve Hayward, an environmental analyst at the American Enterprise Institute, told The Washington Times he understood Bush's reasoning.

"In the same way we started NATO for collective security in the 1940s because the U.N. wasn't going to work, Bush is saying we're going to set up a separate framework for climate change," Hayward said.

The U.N. effort is laying a framework for action after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. The United States and several other major gas-emitting countries such as Brazil, China and India didn't sign onto that treaty.

Bush gets set for climate-change meetings apart from U.N.

By David Jackson

USA TODAY

September 27, 2007

NEW YORK -- President Bush wrapped up his United Nations trip Wednesday to prepare for his own conference on climate change.

Representatives from the world's top polluters of greenhouse-gas emissions plan to gather at the State Department today and Friday to discuss goals for reducing the production of greenhouse gases. 

Climate change was an item on Bush's U.N. agenda, though he declined to attend a large meeting on climate technology Monday. Bush sent Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, who said "the United States understands the urgent challenge that climate change poses."

Bush did attend a Monday dinner of climate-change delegates. Spokeswoman Dana Perino said the White House had asked organizers which of the two events was more important and was told the dinner.

Bush plans to address his own climate-change conference Friday morning. The decision to hold separate meetings comes at a time when relations between the Bush administration and the U.N. are civil but still tense over the U.N. Security Council's refusal five years ago to endorse the Iraq war.

"Both the U.N. and Bush are kind of putting a smile on their face and gritting their teeth," said Linda Jamison  of the Center for Strategic & International Studies. "They have really grown weary of the relationship and the strain."

The U.N. meeting featured 150 nations discussing the conditions for a new international pact that could replace the Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012. Bush has rejected the Kyoto agreement, which was signed in 1997 and required countries to curb greenhouse-gas emissions. Bush instead has urged industries to reduce emissions voluntarily and has promoted new, cleaner forms of energy.

The U.N. gathering featured high-profile leaders such as California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and former vice president Al Gore, who lost to Bush in the 2000 election.

Bush's smaller conference will consist of officials from 16 nations, including the world's most developed nations, plus emerging powers such as India and China. They will begin outlining a plan to  develop goals that could be incorporated into the U.N.'s work, Rice said.

Jim Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, said, "It's our philosophy that each nation has the sovereign capacity to decide for itself what its own portfolio of policies should be."

Philip Clapp, president of the National Environmental Trust, called Bush's meeting a distraction aimed to give the appearance that his administration is working on the issue. "There's a lot of motion to give the appearance of action, but there's no action on the horizon." 

White House Taking Unearned Credit for Emissions Cuts; Pushing Voluntary Curbs on Greenhouse Gases, Administration Lauds Results of Programs It Opposed

By Juliet Eilperin and Steven Mufson

The Washington Post

September 27, 2007  

Seeking to counter international pressure to adopt binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions, the Bush administration has been touting the success of three mandatory programs to curb U.S. energy consumption: gas mileage standards for vehicles, efficiency standards for home appliances and state laws requiring utilities to increase their use of  renewable energy sources.

But for most of the Bush presidency, the White House has either done little to promote these measures or, in some cases, has actively fought against them. Moreover, the  fuel economy and appliance initiatives were first taken years ago to slash energy consumption, long before climate change became a pressing issue. 

The administration initially delayed plans to set improved energy-efficiency standards for 22 appliances, which led to a court battle with the Natural Resources Defense Council, an advocacy group. Under a 2006 legal settlement, the Energy Department is now working to finish the rules. The White House also tried to reverse strict efficiency standards for central air conditioners upon Bush's taking office in 2001, a move the NRDC   had reversed in a separate lawsuit.

Although the administration imposed modest boosts in the  gas mileage standards for light trucks starting in 2003, Bush did not endorse any substantial increase in the mandates for cars until this year's State of the Union address, a proposal that has yet to materialize as regulation.

And while the administration says it supports states that set renewable portfolio standards, which force utilities to use certain levels of renewable energy, it opposes adopting nationwide standards.

"These are just simply words," said Roland Hwang, the NRDC's vehicle policy director. Hwang added that Bush's new goal of increasing overall vehicle fuel efficiency is admirable, but there's "a big question mark" as to whether it will come to fruition before he leaves office.

The administration opens two days of climate change talks this morning that include  16 nations that account for most of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, an event that could become a linguistic minefield over what constitutes "mandatory" measures. In the rest of the world, mandatory limits on global warming gases take the form of a cap-and-trade program that sets nation-by-nation ceilings on emissions. It was the system set up under the 1997 Kyoto  Protocol, modeled on a U.S. program to stop pollution that causes acid rain.

The administration says it opposes "mandatory" limits on greenhouse gases for the United States but is willing to back "voluntary" limits and mandatory cuts on an industry by industry basis.

"We have a broad portfolio of measures, mandates, incentives and public and private partnerships," said James L. Connaughton, who chairs the White House Council on Environmental Quality, in an interview last week.

But British Prime Minister Gordon Brown's special representative for climate change, John Ashton, said yesterday that self-imposed targets  are not enough. "We need to make commitments to each other, not just to ourselves," Ashton said.

In the run-up to this week's meeting, European delegates have been pushing Bush administration officials to be more precise about the session's outcome. White House aides have been trying to get  U.S. allies to commit in advance to endorsing a document whose language they would not disclose, but some delegates have balked.

One delegate said Europeans did not have high hopes for the session but wanted to prevent the Bush administration from using the event to undermine the United Nations' climate negotiating process.

"We didn't come here thinking we will have real results from this," said the European official, who would not be identified because he was not authorized to discuss the issue.

Several developing nations cite the U.S. government's voluntary approach as a reason why they should not be required to adopt mandatory emissions cuts. In a  news conference yesterday sponsored by the Center for Clean Air Policy, a policy and research group, Brazil's special representative for climate change, Sergio Serra, said that over the course of this decade, Brazil and China alone will have enacted emissions cuts equivalent to what the United States will accomplish with its voluntary efforts.

"There's a myth that developing countries are doing nothing to address climate change," Serra said.

Yesterday, the Environmental Protection Agency announced that U.S. average fuel economy improved in both 2005 and 2006, the first consecutive annual increases since the mid-1980s, producing a current average of 20.2 miles per gallon for cars and light duty trucks.

"Automakers are answering President Bush's call to improve fuel economy and decrease our nation's dependency on foreign oil," said EPA Administrator Stephen L. Johnson in a statement.

The administration has vowed to further increase fuel efficiency by 4 percent a year over 10 years, which would result in a combined fleet average of nearly 35 miles per gallon in 2017. Hwang praised that goal but said he was waiting to see if the EPA actually publishes rules to accomplish it.

On another front, the administration is  finalizing two of the 22 standards that will apply to a variety of home appliances, including dishwashers, clothes dryers, water heaters and ovens.  Improving those standards and six others over the next five years will  lower carbon emissions by 4.7 billion tons  over the next 23 years, according to Megan Barnett, a Department of Energy spokeswoman.

"It's a quick and easy way to reduce emissions," she said.

The government's voluntary efficiency program, which awards efficient appliances, products and buildings an "Energy Star" label, translated into greenhouse gas emissions savings last year equivalent to taking 25 million automobiles off the road for a year, according to the EPA.

But Ned Helme, president of the Center for Clean Air Policy, said if the United States had ratified the Kyoto Protocol, which Bush repudiated when he took office, the nation would have had to cut 2.8 billion tons of carbon emissions in 2010, and that these voluntary programs are "not even in the ballpark."

"There's no way the appliance standards and [fuel efficiency] standards would achieve the Kyoto targets for the U.S. in 2010," Helme said.

Report Says Biofuels May Pose A Danger to Chesapeake Bay; Corn Crop Used as Raw Material Presents Runoff Hazard

By David A. Fahrenthold; Washington Post Staff Writer

The Washington Post

September 27, 2007 

The fast-growing demand for biofuels derived from farm crops could trigger an environmental disaster for the Chesapeake Bay -- or provide a rare chance for the polluted estuary to get much cleaner, according to a new report.

The outcome will hinge on which crops are planted to meet the demand for farm-grown fuels and what measures farmers take to reduce pollution, according to a group of state-level officials who advise the bay cleanup. 

Their report said that if farmers continue planting acre upon acre of  corn crops, the result could be a flood of  pollution headed downstream to the bay. But it said the results could be drastically better if farmers turn instead to cleaner crops. The problem there is that the technology to turn other crops,  such as switch grass, into fuel on a mass scale could be years away.

"We are at a very clear fork in the road," said Ann Pesiri Swanson, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Commission, which issued the report. The commission, headquartered in Annapolis, includes officials from the bay watershed states of Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania.

Swanson said that if the region's farmers begin growing corn in massive numbers, "we're trading economic gain for pollution, and we don't have to."

Proponents have touted ethanol -- a gasoline substitute made from fermented plant matter -- as a more eco-friendly alternative to foreign oil. But environmentalists say ethanol could  wind up increasing water pollution because of corn runoff.

Corn provides the raw material for most of the country's ethanol refineries, and corn farmers have seen demand shoot up, along with corn prices, as  refineries have been built throughout the country.

These higher prices have led farmers across the Chesapeake's 64,000-square-mile watershed to plant  more corn, the commission's report found. Between last year and this year, as ethanol prices took off, the plantings increased by about 160,000 acres. That was more than 10 times the increase of the year before.

This is a troubling trend, Swanson said, because cornfields require large amounts of fertilizer. Rain washes  much of this fertilizer  downstream into tributary rivers and then the Chesapeake. In the bay, it helps feed unnatural blooms of algae that consume underwater oxygen, creating  dead zones where animals can't breathe.

The commission's report used computer models to predict the cost of growing more corn. If 300,000 additional  acres are planted, the report found, the amount of nitrogen,   one of the key pollutants in fertilizer,  washing  downstream to the Chesapeake would increase by 5 million pounds.

That would erase, in a single year, about half of all the pollution reductions farmers in the watershed made between 2000 and 2005.

"There are millions of dollars going into bay restoration and tens of thousands of people working on it," Swanson said. To allow corn production to wipe out so much of this work, she said, "isn't smart."

The report sketched out some potential solutions. One, it said, would be to use pollution-control measures on all cornfields in the watershed. These would include forested buffers, which filter out pollution between field and stream, and "cover crops," which are planted after the corn is harvested and soak up leftover fertilizer.

For the long term, the report recommended making the Chesapeake region the center of a new kind of ethanol production. Instead of relying on corn, it suggested,  ethanol producers could use trees or switch grass. These plants do not require anywhere near the fertilizer that corn does and in some cases  help to filter out pollution.

If  1 million acres of switch  grass were planted in the region, the report said, the result would be a  25.4 million-pound reduction in nitrogen.

The problem with this scenario is that, for now, the technology to mass-produce ethanol from switch   grass and wood chips hasn't been invented. The report recommended establishing Chesapeake Incentive Awards, payable to farmers who start growing switch grass, and inventors who can build a refinery that processes it into fuel.

U.S. climate talks draw world's biggest polluters

By Deborah Zabarenko

Reuters 
Thursday, September 27, 2007
The world's biggest greenhouse gas polluters -- including the United States and China -- sent envoys to the U.S. State Department on Thursday for discussions on climate change and what to do about it. 

The two-day meeting was called by President George W. Bush, whose administration has been criticized for its refusal to adopt mandatory limits for climate-warming emissions. The White House favors "aspirational" targets. 

By most counts, the United States is the No. 1 emitter of greenhouse gases, notably carbon dioxide produced by coal-fired power plants and petroleum-fueled vehicles. But at least one study this year indicated that fast-developing China is now in the lead. 

Other participants are the European Union, France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, Japan, Canada, India, Brazil, South Korea, Mexico, Russia, Australia, Indonesia and South Africa. 

This gathering of major economies follows a high-level United Nations meeting on Monday that drew more than 80 heads of state and government to focus on the problem of global warming. 

At its conclusion, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he saw a "major political commitment" to seek a global solution to the problem at future U.N. discussions in December in Bali, Indonesia. 

At the United Nations and in Washington before the State Department meeting, envoys and lawmakers called on the United States to take a leading role. 

'STOP TALKING ABOUT TALKING' 

"U.S. leadership in the area of climate change is essential, not only because it is a big emitter of greenhouse gases, but because the U.S. is on the cutting edge of developing technological solutions and bringing them to the global market," said special U.N. climate envoys Gro Harlem Brundtland, Ricardo Lagos Escobar and Han Seung-soo at a Capitol Hill briefing. 

A letter to Bush from members of Congress, led by Massachusetts Democrat Ed Markey, who chairs the House of Representatives global warming committee, urged mandatory curbs on carbon dioxide emissions: "We need actual reductions in global warming pollution, not aspirational goals." 

"What would really galvanize the international efforts on climate would be a set of policies in the United States to put the United States on a fast track to building a low carbon economy," John Ashton, Britain's climate envoy, said in a telephone interview. "We now need to stop talking about talking and start deciding about doing." 

The Washington talks are not formal climate negotiations, but rather an airing of views on greenhouse gases, energy security, technology development and commercialization, financing -- and a daylong closed-door session on "process and principles for setting a long-term goal" to cut the human-caused emissions that spur climate change. 

Bush's proposal would come up with "aspirational goals" to limit emissions by the end of 2008, shortly before his administration leaves office. 

The Bali meeting in December is meant to begin figuring out a way to curb emissions after 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol expires. The Kyoto plan sets out mandatory targets for reducing greenhouse emissions, but the United States has rejected it as unfairly exempting fast-growing economies like China and India. 
Kaine, O'Malley Urge U.S. Action on Global Warming

By David A. Fahrenthold
Washington  Post 
September 27, 2007

The governors of Virginia and Maryland urged a U.S. Senate panel yesterday to begin reducing national greenhouse-gas emissions during a hearing that described the creeping impact of climate change on the Chesapeake Bay. 

Virginia's Timothy M. Kaine and Maryland's Martin O'Malley, both Democrats, told the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee that rising temperatures could bring problems such as larger "dead zones" and rising water levels around the bay

Both governors said they had begun state-level programs aimed at staving off those changes. But, they said, the problem requires federal action, perhaps something like the "cap and trade" program used to reduce the pollutants that cause acid rain. 

"The time to act is past," O'Malley said. "The time to catch up is now." 

Yesterday's hearing was intended to highlight the bay, shared by Virginia and Maryland, as a local microcosm of the impact of climate change. The witnesses included a Methodist minister from Smith Island, Md., where three low-lying villages could eventually be swallowed by the water, and scientists who study the estuary. 

Some of those researchers said the bay's other well-known problems, including polluted water and dwindled stocks of crabs and oysters, might only get worse as the region warms. 

"Global climate change is not something in the Chesapeake Bay's future," said Donald F. Boesch, president of the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science. "It's here today." 

Witnesses said long-term studies show that the average water temperature in the bay has increased by nearly two degrees since the 1960s. Even a small-sounding shift can make the water too warm for some species, including eelgrass, a crucial underwater plant. 

In the lower bay, vast eelgrass beds have served as nursery grounds where baby crabs and other creatures could hide from predators. But the plants cannot tolerate hot water, said William C. Baker, president of the nonprofit Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

"At 80 degrees, it simply dies," Baker said. "And we are seeing 80 degrees in the southern bay all too often." 

Baker said another problem could be larger dead zones, areas where pollution-driven algae blooms consume the oxygen that fish and crabs need. Some bothersome algae species would be even more at home in a warmer bay, he said. 

For people living around the bay, rising waters could present a major problem, several witnesses told the committee. The impact of increasing global sea levels, driven in part by climate change, are magnified here because land around the bay is slowly sinking. Together, Boesch said, those factors could result in a net rise of two feet or more over the next century. 

The Rev. Richard Edmund said that could spell the end for the towns on Smith Island, where about 225 people live a few feet above high tide. Edmund, who oversees three churches on the island, said he was testifying so his grandchildren would know he had sought to warn others about climate change. 

"I want them to know that I did what I could," Edmund said. 

Both governors told the committee that their states had taken measures to attack the problem. Maryland has mandated reduced emissions from vehicles and power plants, and Virginia recently announced the goal of cutting emissions 30 percent by 2025. 

Both pressed for more drastic moves from the federal government, which has been criticized for doing little while states have launched emissions-reduction programs. 

Sen. John W. Warner (R-Va.), who was at the hearing yesterday, is working with Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.) on a bill that would set a national cap on greenhouse-gas pollution and then let companies buy and sell allowances to emit. 

One contrary note in the hearing came from Sen. James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.), who has said he thinks climate change is a hoax. 

Inhofe said that the bay's rising waters were caused by natural processes and that the ecosystem would adapt. 


Rice Urges Nations to Find Cleaner Fuels

By John Heilprin
The Associated Press 
September 27, 2007
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice challenged the world's biggest polluters Thursday to "cut the Gordian knot of fossil fuels" by shifting toward fuels that will reduce global warming _ without harming their economies. 

"Ultimately we need to answer just one fundamental question: What kind of world do we wish to inhabit and what kind of world do we wish to pass on to future generations?" Rice said at the start of a two-day climate meeting called by President Bush. 

The United States has lined up with China, India and other major polluters in opposition to mandatory cuts in Earth-warming greenhouse gases sought by the United Nations and European countries. 

Rice said the challenge of global climate change cannot be dealt with entirely as an environmental question, but "in a way that does not starve economies of the energy that they need to grow." 

"Though united by common goals and collective responsibility, all nations should tackle climate change in the ways that they deem best," she said. "Managing the status quo is simply not an adequate response. ... We must cut the Gordian knot of fossil fuels." 

Bush's climate meeting will emphasize creating more processes to find a solution to global warming, rather than setting firm goals for reducing carbon dioxide and other gases blamed for heating up the atmosphere. 

The nations summoned by Bush will "seek agreement on the process" and more work teams for nations to set their own strategies beyond 2012, when the U.N.-brokered Kyoto Protocol expires, according to a White House statement Wednesday. 

It also "could include a long-term global goal, nationally defined midterm goals and strategies, and sector-based approaches for improving energy security and reducing greenhouse gas emissions," the White House said. 

That has European leaders, who concede that the biggest polluting nations must be part of any solution, walking a thin line between skepticism and optimism. 

We can't do this on the basis of talking about talking or setting goals to set goals," John Ashton, a special representative on climate change for the British foreign secretary, said in an interview. "We know that a voluntary approach to global warming is about as effective as a voluntary speed limit sign in the road. We don't just need an approach that works; we need an approach that works very quickly." 

Bush's meeting notably includes the fast-emerging economies whose exclusion from the group of industrialized nations participating in Kyoto has been cited by his administration as reasons for rejecting that international climate accord. 

By doing so, Bush has competed for attention with the climate change summit that was held Monday in New York City at which U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned 80 world leaders that "the time for doubt has passed" and urged fast action to save future generations from potentially ruinous effects of global warming. 

The U.S.-led talks Thursday and Friday unite countries at both ends of the economic spectrum, the haves and have-nots, in opposition to mandatory cuts in greenhouse gases, but for different reasons. The already industrialized nations do not want to harm their economies, as Bush has argued. Developing nations do not want to give up ground toward industrializing _ and meeting basic human needs. 

"For a developing country, the main task is to reduce poverty," Xie Zhenhua, vice chairman of China's national development and reform commission, told a forum Wednesday sponsored by the Center for Clean Air Policy, a think tank. 

Mexico's environment minister agreed. "We have always to bear in mind that half our population is at the poverty line," said Juan Rafael Elvira Quesada. "We are also extremely concerned about the consequences, the adverse effects of climate change." 

They expressed a strong preference for the climate negotiations later this year sponsored by the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, for which Ban's summit Monday was intended to build momentum. 

"All these discussions should be taken within the framework of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol," Xie said. 

But developing countries still are trying to curb their emissions while lifting the welfare of their citizens, said Sergio Serra, Brazil's first ambassador in charge of global warming issues. 

"It is a myth to think the developing countries are doing nothing to address climate change," he said. 

Portuguese environment minister Humberto Rosa, whose country currently holds the European Union presidency, said it would be unfair to expect developing nations to adopt firm targets for cutting carbon emissions, the way the biggest industrialized polluters should. 

Three U.N. envoys on climate change and the German environment minister urged U.S. lawmakers Wednesday to commit to binding caps on emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 

Fighting Global Warming 

New York Times

September 27, 2007
To the Editor:
“In Turnaround, Industries Seek U.S. Regulations” (front page, Sept. 16) points out that industry is engaging in a form of unenlightened self-interest as it pushes for mild federal regulation that blocks stricter state standards and limits consumer rights while doing nothing to address the real dangers posed by their products. This effort is particularly dangerous when it comes to global warming, which Congress may get serious about for the first time this fall.

To meet the challenge of global warming, Congress must act quickly and decisively to pass strong, science-based legislation that reduces global warming pollution fast enough to protect future generations.

The Earth’s climate is close to a critical tipping point, and even moderate additional warming could lead to severe consequences. Climate scientists warn that there is a very short window of time to begin the serious emission reductions we need to have a decent chance of avoiding dangerous impacts. 

To prevent such impacts, the United States must halt increases in emissions now and reduce emissions by at least 15 percent by 2020 and 80 percent by 2050. As Congress turns its attention to global warming, our leaders must resist industry attempts to push for half-measures. Instead, we need bold action that will protect our environment, economy and future generations. 

Our Moral Footprint 

By Vaclav Havel 
New York Times

September 27, 2007

Prague

OVER the past few years the questions have been asked ever more forcefully whether global climate changes occur in natural cycles or not, to what degree we humans contribute to them, what threats stem from them and what can be done to prevent them. Scientific studies demonstrate that any changes in temperature and energy cycles on a planetary scale could mean danger for all people on all continents. 

It is also obvious from published research that human activity is a cause of change; we just don’t know how big its contribution is. Is it necessary to know that to the last percentage point, though? By waiting for incontrovertible precision, aren’t we simply wasting time when we could be taking measures that are relatively painless compared to those we would have to adopt after further delays?

Maybe we should start considering our sojourn on earth as a loan. There can be no doubt that for the past hundred years at least, Europe and the United States have been running up a debt, and now other parts of the world are following their example. Nature is issuing warnings that we must not only stop the debt from growing but start to pay it back. There is little point in asking whether we have borrowed too much or what would happen if we postponed the repayments. Anyone with a mortgage or a bank loan can easily imagine the answer.

The effects of possible climate changes are hard to estimate. Our planet has never been in a state of balance from which it could deviate through human or other influence and then, in time, return to its original state. The climate is not like a pendulum that will return to its original position after a certain period. It has evolved turbulently over billions of years into a gigantic complex of networks, and of networks within networks, where everything is interlinked in diverse ways.

Its structures will never return to precisely the same state they were in 50 or 5,000 years ago. They will only change into a new state, which, so long as the change is slight, need not mean any threat to life. 

Larger changes, however, could have unforeseeable effects within the global ecosystem. In that case, we would have to ask ourselves whether human life would be possible. Because so much uncertainty still reigns, a great deal of humility and circumspection is called for. 

We can’t endlessly fool ourselves that nothing is wrong and that we can go on cheerfully pursuing our wasteful lifestyles, ignoring the climate threats and postponing a solution. Maybe there will be no major catastrophe in the coming years or decades. Who knows? But that doesn’t relieve us of responsibility toward future generations.

I don’t agree with those whose reaction is to warn against restricting civil freedoms. Were the forecasts of certain climatologists to come true, our freedoms would be tantamount to those of someone hanging from a 20th-story parapet. 

Whenever I reflect on the problems of today’s world, whether they concern the economy, society, culture, security, ecology or civilization in general, I always end up confronting the moral question: what action is responsible or acceptable? The moral order, our conscience and human rights — these are the most important issues at the beginning of the third millennium. 

We must return again and again to the roots of human existence and consider our prospects in centuries to come. We must analyze everything open-mindedly, soberly, unideologically and unobsessively, and project our knowledge into practical policies. Maybe it is no longer a matter of simply promoting energy-saving technologies, but chiefly of introducing ecologically clean technologies, of diversifying resources and of not relying on just one invention as a panacea.

I’m skeptical that a problem as complex as climate change can be solved by any single branch of science. Technological measures and regulations are important, but equally important is support for education, ecological training and ethics — a consciousness of the commonality of all living beings and an emphasis on shared responsibility.

Either we will achieve an awareness of our place in the living and life-giving organism of our planet, or we will face the threat that our evolutionary journey may be set back thousands or even millions of years. That is why we must see this issue as a challenge to behave responsibly and not as a harbinger of the end of the world. 

The end of the world has been anticipated many times and has never come, of course. And it won’t come this time either. We need not fear for our planet. It was here before us and most likely will be here after us. But that doesn’t mean that the human race is not at serious risk. As a result of our endeavors and our irresponsibility our climate might leave no place for us. If we drag our feet, the scope for decision-making — and hence for our individual freedom — could be considerably reduced.

Vaclav Havel is the former president of the Czech Republic. This article was translated by Gerald Turner from the Czech.

Canada: Endangered Shellfish Imports 

By  Ian Austen 

New York Times

27 September 2007 

Canadian wildlife officials have charged two companies and three men with illegally importing large amounts of Queen conch shellfish, an endangered species, before exporting some of it to the United States. After a joint investigation with fisheries enforcement officers in the United States, Environment Canada estimated that the smugglers handled 263,958 pounds of the seafood, with a value of $2.6 million, from the Caribbean and South America between September 2003 and December 2006. The mollusk is protected by an international treaty but used in Asian and Caribbean cooking. The shipments were labeled as whelk, another large shellfish that is not endangered.

Bush Climate Goals Marked by Bureaucracy 

The Associated Press

September 27, 2007

The United States is lining up with China, India and the world's other biggest polluters in opposition to mandatory cuts in Earth-warming greenhouse gases sought by the United Nations and European countries.
President Bush's two-day climate meeting, opening Thursday, will emphasize creating more processes to find a solution to global warming, rather than setting firm goals for reducing carbon dioxide and other gases blamed for heating up the atmosphere.
The nations summoned by Bush will ''seek agreement on the process'' and more work teams for nations to set their own strategies beyond 2012, when the U.N.-brokered Kyoto Protocol expires, according to a White House statement Wednesday.
It also ''could include a long-term global goal, nationally defined midterm goals and strategies, and sector-based approaches for improving energy security and reducing greenhouse gas emissions,'' the White House said.

That has European leaders, who concede that the biggest polluting nations must be part of any solution, walking a thin line between skepticism and optimism.
''We can't do this on the basis of talking about talking or setting goals to set goals,'' John Ashton, a special representative on climate change for the British foreign secretary, said in an interview. ''We know that a voluntary approach to global warming is about as effective as a voluntary speed limit sign in the road. We don't just need an approach that works; we need an approach that works very quickly.''
Bush's meeting notably includes the fast-emerging economies whose exclusion from the group of industrialized nations participating in Kyoto has been cited by his administration as reasons for rejecting that international climate accord.
By doing so, Bush has competed for attention with the climate change summit that was held Monday in New York City at which U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned 80 world leaders that ''the time for doubt has passed'' and urged fast action to save future generations from potentially ruinous effects of global warming.
The U.S.-led talks Thursday and Friday unite countries at both ends of the economic spectrum, the haves and have-nots, in opposition to mandatory cuts in greenhouse gases, but for different reasons. The already industrialized nations do not want to harm their economies, as Bush has argued. Developing nations do not want to give up ground toward industrializing -- and meeting basic human needs.
''For a developing country, the main task is to reduce poverty,'' Xie Zhenhua, vice chairman of China's national development and reform commission, told a forum Wednesday sponsored by the Center for Clean Air Policy, a think tank.
Mexico's environment minister agreed. ''We have always to bear in mind that half our population is at the poverty line,'' said Juan Rafael Elvira Quesada. ''We are also extremely concerned about the consequences, the adverse effects of climate change.''
They expressed a strong preference for the climate negotiations later this year sponsored by the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, for which Ban's summit Monday was intended to build momentum.
''All these discussions should be taken within the framework of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol,'' Xie said.
But developing countries still are trying to curb their emissions while lifting the welfare of their citizens, said Sergio Serra, Brazil's first ambassador in charge of global warming issues.
''It is a myth to think the developing countries are doing nothing to address climate change,'' he said.

Portuguese environment minister Humberto Rosa, whose country currently holds the European Union presidency, said it would be unfair to expect developing nations to adopt firm targets for cutting carbon emissions, the way the biggest industrialized polluters should.

Three U.N. envoys on climate change and the German environment minister urged U.S. lawmakers Wednesday to commit to binding caps on emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases.
Dell Moves Up Carbon Timeline 

The Associated Press

September 26, 2007

Dell Inc. unveiled an environmental plan Wednesday that the computer maker said will make its operations carbon-neutral by 2008, a year earlier than it previously promised. Dell said it would achieve the goal through a variety of methods, including buying so-called carbon offsets, replacing incandescent light bulbs with fluorescent and requiring parts suppliers to list information on their environmental policies. Among the gases that contribute to global warming, carbon -- generated in the United States mainly in energy production and transportation -- is the most voluminous.
For Dell, going carbon-neutral means the company will find ways to offset every pound of greenhouse gas generated in the production, transportation and sales of its computers. Possible methods include using renewable energy sources such as wind, managing electricity use more efficiently and planting trees, which gradually absorb carbon dioxide as they mature.
Dane Parker, the director of Dell's global environmental health and safety programs, said the company has spent $5 million so far on energy-saving efforts. He acknowledged that buying offsets from other entities that have made extra cuts in their carbon production will be Dell's main route to carbon neutrality in the short term.
''Our priority is to minimize total (energy) consumption,'' he said. But ''offsets are what we will do as a last resort in the most responsible way we can.''
Parker said specific changes Dell has already taken include turning off computer systems at night and replacing incandescent light bulbs with more efficient fluorescent designs. Such measures have cut Dell's electricity bill by $1.8 million in the past year, company officials said. It was unclear how big a percentage of its total bill that was.
Robin Schneider, executive director of the Texas Campaign for the Environment, said she was encouraged by Dell's news but would like to see data on how many tons of carbon Dell produces and how much it plans to remove.
She noted that Dell has not addressed its production of other greenhouse gasses such as methane.

''I think we do need to see a very clear before-and-after so that it's not just a press release that gets good headlines,'' she said.
Dell should be lauded for taking the initiative, said Iza Kruszewska of Greenpeace International. But the company isn't addressing the full impact of a computer's life cycle from raw material to outdated e-waste.
''We have to realize that Dell is talking about carbon neutrality only in its operations,'' she said. ''But are you going to go back to the mining of the minerals?''
There's no way to verify a company's carbon neutral claims in the United States, because the federal government doesn't track companies' green house gas emissions, she said.

Company founder and CEO Michael Dell said in an interview that the company's environmental policies were ''the right thing to do.''
''When you think about our industry, we produce 260 million computers a year,'' he said Tuesday. ''There's a responsibility that comes with that.''
The Round Rock, Texas, company's greener push comes amid a turnaround attempt by Dell upon his return to the helm. The company has lost market share to Hewlett-Packard Co., and continues to deal with the fallout of a federal accounting probe.
The company is not alone in trying to do better by the environment.
HP spokeswoman Kelly Newton said her company has long been a leader in reducing overall emissions and was named best in class this week by the Carbon Disclosure Project, an international nonprofit to which companies submit reports on greenhouse gas emissions and other environmental issues.
''We commend others in our industry who are now joining in these efforts,'' Newton said.

Greenpeace International placed Dell fourth in a ranking this year of the environmental friendliness of 14 global technology companies. It landed behind Lenovo Group Ltd., Nokia Corp. and Sony Ericsson Mobile Communications. Apple Inc. has disputed its last-place showing; Hewlett Packard finished in eighth place.
John Davies, an environment and sustainability analyst with AMR Research in Boston, said this rivalry shows how important the environment has become for the computer industry.
''You have IBM Corp., HP and Dell all battling it out on this environmental field, and that's very different than, 'My processor has a clock speed faster than yours,''' he said.
Dell also announced Wednesday that it was expanding its ''Plant a Tree for Me'' program, in which customers can choose to have $2 of a laptop purchase or $6 of a desktop purchase go toward funds to plant trees around the world. Other companies also will be able to purchase trees to offset their carbon impact, Dell spokesman Bryant Hilton said.
The company also is partnering with Advanced Micro Devices Inc., Ask.com, Salesforce.com, WellPoint and other businesses to share information about environmental practices and establish more reforestation projects. 
'Soot King' Plays Progressive Tune on Climate Energy Secretary Bodman Pushes for Action In an Administration That Is Losing Its Skepticism                      
By John D. McKinnon                                          

Wall Street Journal   
September 27, 2007 

Samuel Bodman used to be known as the "Soot King," for the grimy substance, called carbon black, that his company made from incinerated oil sludge.                                                 

Since then, Mr. Bodman, President Bush's energy secretary since early 2005, has emerged as one of the leaders of a band of administration progressives on climate change. The group, which also includes Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, has been quietly pushing for the White House to take stronger action to combat global warming.                       

As the administration begins climate-change negotiations today among the world's largest economies, the Bush White House has perhaps what will be its last, best chance to reshape its reputation as uncaring about climate change. The talks, slated to run through next year, are  expected to serve as a foundation for a broader agreement to replace the Kyoto Protocol when it expires in 2012.                             

A big question is whether the administration will heed its progressives and make a concerted push for meaningful limits on greenhouse-gas emissions, or be content to run out the clock on Mr. Bush's term in office.                                                                 

"You've got some new cabinet members who came from the business community...who believe we need to do something," says Christine Todd, former Environmental Protection Agency head in Mr. Bush's first term who was rebuffed by the White House in her push for more action on climate-change policy.                                        

Many experts warn that greenhouse-gas emissions must be cut by at least 20% globally within two decades to prevent severe droughts, heat waves and hurricanes. Some environmentalists say as much as 80% of output might have to be eliminated by 2050.                                    

The administration hasn't yet embraced such global limits, and might never do so because of opposition from big developing nations, as well as internal reservations about their feasibility. But it has come some ways from its skepticism on global warming, which had led the administration to formally reject the Kyoto accord in 2001. That shift reflects an evolution in thought on the issue that is under way in the U.S., particularly among big businesses. Mr. Bodman's own concern grew as he pushed to accelerate the government's scientific research. The energy secretary declined to comment for this article.                  

A Chicago native, Mr. Bodman earned a chemical-engineering doctorate from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. After teaching and consulting stints, he moved to Fidelity Investments' venture arm, eventually becoming the parent company's president and chief operating  officer.                                                                

In 1987, Mr. Bodman moved to Cabot Corp., a century-old leader in carbon black, the smudgy gunk that is used in a variety of products including ink and automobile tires. Running Cabot earned Mr. Bodman the title of "Soot King" in a magazine profile, and the enmity of some environmentalists.Over the next dozen years, Mr. Bodman helped remake into a cutting-edge player in computer-chip making and ink-jet printing. Cabot also developed less-polluting production methods for its plants.                                                             

After Mr. Bush won the 2000 presidential election, Mr. Bodman accepted the No. 2 job at the Commerce Department. To oversee government climate research, he helped recruit an old MIT colleague, James Mahoney.        

Mr. Bodman's chemical-engineering background made him open to climate science, with its computer modeling and data analysis. That sometimes put him at odds with other administration officials, including White House chief environmental adviser James Connaughton. A senior official says Mr. Connaughton's concern focused on developing more real-world data to take the place of the many assumptions then being used.                                            

 "Early on, there was a fair amount of pressure and disagreement between Connaughton and Bodman" over the science, recalls Mr. Mahoney. "Bodman was also careful, but thought the issues were too important to wait five or 10 years."                                                      

From the earliest days of the Bush administration, conservatives led by Vice President Dick Cheney had put the brakes on any dramatic action on climate change. When Mr. Bush announced his new climate-change policy in June 2001, he emphasized doubts about the science and called for more federal research.                                                  

Responding to Mr. Bush's call, Messrs. Bodman and Mahoney began planning a 10-year research program at Commerce, but they again ran into internal skepticism. Vetting their plan, Mr. Connaughton's White  House Council on Environmental Quality made at least 181 changes that    emphasized scientific uncertainties, a later House investigation found. Friction with White House officials also emerged over the plan's scope  and cost, although the officials signed off on it.                      

"We have in place the most transparent system of science reporting, and claims that the administration interfered with scientists are false,"  said Kristen Hellmer, a CEQ spokeswoman.                                

In December 2004, Mr. Bush picked Mr. Bodman to be energy secretary. "We must take a comprehensive look at our climate-change [policy] and how to move these activities forward," Mr. Bodman said at his confirmation hearing.                                                   

Mr. Bush had begun planning a new approach in the weeks following his re-election in November 2004. U.S. officials remained skeptical of the tight caps that many European leaders favored. They also worried that emerging economies like China and India, which were never covered by Kyoto, wouldn't go along. Bush advisers aimed to re-engage the U.S. in the global debate, while avoiding what they viewed as Kyoto's failures. 

At the same time, the research that Mr. Bodman had helped initiate at  Commerce was beginning to prove the human links to climate change. "I recognize that the surface of the Earth is warmer and that an increase in greenhouse gases caused by humans is contributing," Mr. Bush said in 2005.                                                                   

In July 2005, the U.S., with Australia, China, India, Japan and South, established the Asia-Pacific Partnership to discuss technological solutions. Some environmentalists criticized the partnership as an attempt to undercut Kyoto. But administration officials regarded it as a new forum for dialogue with emerging Asian economies.                                                              

The Bush administration began an internal dialogue in 2006 on a new climate policy. Mr. Connaughton says Mr. Bodman "was an early catalyst" for a new policy and favored "significantly more aggressive measures."  

Mr. Bodman found an ally in Mr. Paulson, a longtime conservationist who recently come on board from Goldman Sachs Group Inc. During the run up to Mr. Bush's January State of the Union speech, administration officials debated whether the president should endorse mandatory U.S. caps.                                                                   

Ultimately, Mr. Bush and his advisers decided to hold off, fearing that U.S.-only caps wouldn't pass Congress and could push some industries offshore if they did.                                                   

COMMENT: Europe must trust America on climate change 

By Boyden Gray
Financial Times Asia

September 27, 2007
In an effort to accelerate the flagging dialogue over what inter-national arrangement will succeed the Kyoto protocol when it terminates in 2012, the US will host two days of energy security/climate change talks among the world's largest economies on September 27 and 28 in Washington. This meeting of big economies (big CO 2 emitters) seeks to advance the global deployment and adoption of clean energy technology and to con-tribute to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change negotiations. This is a deadly serious endeavour, given the lack of clean, accessible and secure energy resources to sustain global economic growth. 

There is some scepticism about the US plan, especially in Europe, where there is suspicion that the US is trying to undermine the UN climate change process generally, and its Bali conference in December in particular. 

The response to this view is that the sclerotic UN process is being hobbled by an unwieldy number of participant countries (nearly 200), most of which are not big emitters but which populate each event with a cast of thousands. The UN process also involves an endless series of inter-national conferences that now occur on a near-monthly basis and consist of little more than repetitive set speeches that produce no discussion or new facts. 

A similar pattern of paralysis characterised the Montreal protocol process for eliminating ozone-depleting chloro-fluorocarbons in the mid-1980s. 

Then the US pulled aside a dozen or so big economies in an effort to inject some focus and prioritisation into an unwieldy process involving more than 150 countries. The effort worked and ultimately culminated in what Kofi Annan, the former UN secretarygeneral, has said is the most successful international environmental agreement ever negotiated - signed 20 years ago this month. 

The Montreal example should be remembered - not least because it has already produced more than 10 times the greenhouse gas reduction of Kyoto and should, since the protocol agreed last week to accelerate reductions by 10 years, produce further reductions equivalent to at least twice the Kyoto reductions. Also relevant is the point that the US has, perhaps contrary to current popular opinion, periodically played a crucial leadership role on environmental issues of international importance - lead phase-out, clean fuels and emissions trading for sulphur dioxide being other prominent examples; and the fact that today the US boasts what is probably the cleanest air in the world. 

There are two huge problems confronting the international community that must be solved if there is to be any response to the twin challenges of energy security and climate change. First is the challenge of finding affordable clean-burning technologies for coal, which for the foreseeable future will be the principal fuel for electricity generation and will, unless cleaned up, account for 70 per cent of future CO 2 emissions. The second is the need to develop clean, renewable substitutes for petroleum, whose reserves are located primarily in difficult parts of the world and which accounts for the second largest share of CO 2 emissions. 

Finding answers will require massive resources, both financial and technical, that only the biggest econ-omies can provide. The US is pumping billions of dollars of public and private funds into the race for solutions that, if they can be found, will be shared freely with the developing world. Europe is engaged in similar research. But the US and Europe should not be doing this research alone. 

One also encounters in Europe an undercurrent of suspicion that has a partisan tinge: since the current US administration cannot be trusted to support the Bali negotiations, the world should wait to see what happens in the 2008 elections. 

But the reality is that, again contrary to popular opinion, tough environmental issues in the US provoke tensions that are much more geographical and industrial than partisan in nature. Recall that the Senate voted 95-0 against the Kyoto protocol during the Clinton administration. It was Republican administrations that produced clean fuels, lead phase-down, the Montreal protocol and the emissions trading model for the European Union's emissions trading system. 

Finally, current Democratic energy proposals in Congress are not nearly as aggressive as President George W. Bush's programme for a 20 per cent displacement of gasoline by 2017 - which he will implement through his own regulatory authority if Congress fails to act. In recent years, the US has become the world's largest producer of biofuels. 

It will, in any event, take nine to 12 months for any new US administration of either party to get geared up to address the complexities of the post-Kyoto world. That would mean no real talks until 2010. The world cannot afford to wait that long. 
The writer is the US ambassador to the European Union
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Ban Ki-moon welcomes Myanmar’s decision to receive UN envoy 

27 September - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today that he is pleased that the Government of Myanmar has agreed to a visit by his Special Envoy, Ibrahim Gambari, who has been dispatched to the region in response to the deteriorating situation in the country. 

Mr. Ban, in a statement released by his spokesperson, called on the authorities to engage in a constructive dialogue with Mr. Gambari, who will begin his visit on 29 September, and “to commit to a path of peaceful and inclusive national reconciliation.” 

Myanmar has recently witnessed a wave of peaceful demonstrations, which began last month in protest against a surge in fuel prices and more recently have included many of the country’s monks. 

Noting reports of the use of force and of arrests and beatings, Mr. Ban has repeatedly urged Myanmar’s authorities to respond to the protests with the utmost restraint. 

His calls have been echoed by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and members of the UN Security Council. 

Security Council urges free and timely election of new Lebanese president 

27 September - The United Nations Security Council today called for a free and timely presidential election in Lebanon, which was scheduled to be held this week but has been postponed until later next month. 

In a statement read out to the press by Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner of France, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for this month, the 15-member body urged that the election be held “in conformity with the Lebanese constitutional norms and schedules and without any foreign interference.” 

The Council also appealed for the election to be held in “an atmosphere free of violence, fear and intimidation, in particular against the representatives of the Lebanese people and institutions.” 

Last week, the Council strongly condemned the killing of parliamentarian Antoine Ghanem in a car bomb attack in the capital, Beirut. 

In today’s statement, the Council said it looks forward for “the Parliament to proceed, as appropriate, to the election of the President.” 

Substantial efforts needed to avoid global economic slowdown – Ban Ki-moon 

27 September - Addressing the largest bloc of developing countries at the United Nations, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called for substantial efforts to avoid a worldwide economic recession, warning that the group’s members are likely to be the worst affected by any global slowdown. 

Mr. Ban noted that volatility in financial markets has become a source of growing concern recently, and instability and uncertainty in the global economy are being “imported to the developing world.” 

In remarks to the annual ministerial meeting of the Group of 77 developing countries and China – commonly known as the “G77” – Mr. Ban said that while actions such as the injection of liquidity can calm financial markets temporarily, they will not resolve the underlying problem of global economic imbalances.

He called on the international community to enhance its support for the efforts of developing countries, particularly as they seek to reduce poverty, which is “critical to improving the lives and livelihoods of the billions of people this Group represents.” 

Poverty reduction, which is at the core of the UN development agenda, is also at the heart of the global development targets known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Mr. Ban stated, adding that the partnership between developing and developed countries forms the “pact that forms the lifeblood of the goals.” 

Noting that an “implementation gap remains, between promises and delivery,” the Secretary-General called for reversing the decline in official development assistance (ODA), as well as reforming the global trade policy. 

“We must ensure an early conclusion of the Doha round of trade talks, with a meaningful development package. We must operationalize ‘aid for trade.’” 

Mr. Ban also highlighted the need to ensure adequate participation of developing nations, especially low-income countries, in global decision-making, noting that “inequitable and unjustifiable governance arrangements still characterize crucial international institutions.” 

In addition, the Secretary-General urged the members of the Group to confront the global challenge of climate change, adding that “global warming must not be allowed to undermine our hard-won development gains.” 

UN mission reports more attacks on aid workers in South Darfur 

27 September - The United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) reports that aid workers continue to be victims of attacks, including several carjackings, in the south of the violence-wracked Darfur region. 

In one incident, the driver of a vehicle belonging to an international non-governmental organization (NGO) was tied up and beaten. He is now being treated at a UN clinic in Nyala, the capital of South Darfur state. A UN convoy was also attacked the same day. 

The latest incidents follow last week’s attack in South Darfur in which a convoy of aid workers was ambushed and shot at by unknown gunmen. 

Two of eight staff members of the NGO World Vision International travelling in the convoy were shot in the head, while a third staff member was struck in the arm. The other five were hit by glass fragments and shrapnel. All eight survived the attack. 

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), attacks against the relief community have increased by 150 per cent in the past year, threatening the lifeline to an ever-increasing number of displaced and conflict-affected people. 

There are some 13,000 relief workers in Darfur trying to reach a total of four million people affected by the fighting which began four years ago between the Sudanese Government forces, allied Janjaweed militias and rebel groups. 

Meanwhile, in West Darfur, as part of continuing efforts to reduce the risk of water-borne diseases following recent floods, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has taken part in hygiene promotion campaigns in several camps, and has also provided anti-malaria medicines and mosquito nets. 

Myanmar’s transition to democracy must be peaceful, Thai leader tells UN 

27 September - Decrying the use of violence against protesters in Myanmar, Thailand’s Prime Minister told the General Assembly today that democracy must be achieved in a peaceful manner. 

Myanmar has recently witnessed a wave of peaceful demonstrations, which began last month in protest against a surge in fuel prices and more recently have included many of the country’s monks. 

Like its neighbour, Thailand is predominantly Buddhist and shares “in the beliefs of non-violence and tolerance,” Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont told the Assembly’s annual high-level debate. “Thailand therefore finds as unacceptable the commission of violence and bodily harm to Buddhist monks and other demonstrators” in the city of Yangon. 

“We strongly urge Myanmar to exercise utmost restraint and seek a political solution and resume its efforts at national reconciliation with all parties concerned, and work towards a peaceful transition to democracy,” the Prime Minister said, calling on the release of all political prisoners, including Aung San Suu Kyi. 

He noted that the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to which Thailand belongs is appalled at reports of automatic weapons being used against demonstrators and that there have been fatalities. 

The Prime Minister said that ASEAN throws its full weight behind the decision of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to send his Special Envoy for Myanmar Ibrahim Gambari to the troubled nation, voicing hope that his neutrality will help to bring calm. 

Cameroon pledges support for new UN mission in Chad, Central African Republic 

27 September - The President of Cameroon today voiced support for the planned new United Nations peacekeeping operation in Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR) and pledged his country’s full cooperation in its deployment. 

Known as MINURCAT, the mission will include European Union military forces and aims help alleviate the plight of thousands of people uprooted due to insecurity in Chad, the CAR and neighbouring Sudan. 

Paul Biya, the President of Cameroon, a country that shares long borders with both Chad and the CAR, said the situation there “gravely threatens peace and security of these countries, the security and well being of their populations.” 

Addressing the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate, he added that the insecurity is transcending borders. 

Cameroon supports the planned mission and will “fully cooperate” in its deployment, he said.  Since 2004, eastern Chad has hosted some 240,000 Sudanese refugees in 12 camps who have fled the fighting in Darfur, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The country is also facing a surge in the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs), now totalling more than 170,000. North-eastern CAR is hosting some 2,660 refugees from Darfur. 

The Security Council established MINURCAT earlier this week with an initial deployment of 300 police and 50 military liaison officers to support elements of the Chadian police and liaise with other actors in the region to assist refugees and to counter threats to humanitarian activities. 

The mission will also monitor the human rights situation in the region, and work with the Governments and civil society of Chad and CAR to promote human rights standards and put an end to the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 

UN support needed to deal with armed groups in DR Congo, its President says 

27 September - The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is determined to stabilize the country’s troubled North Kivu region, its President said today, seeking United Nations support in this effort. 

Addressing the annual high-level debate of the General Assembly, Joseph Kabila said: “We must, by all means, with determination and a heightened sense of urgency, resolve the remaining problems of insecurity in North Kivu.” 

He said the Congolese people there continued to face all manner of violence by armed groups – national and foreign – and many had been forced to flee their homes. 

Calling for a re-establishment of security in the area, he said, “as for the armed groups, the support of the United Nations is necessary for their voluntary disarmament, or if need be, forced,” as well as their repatriation. 

Since December 2006, North Kivu – which lies in the far east of the vast country – has been ravaged by violent clashes leading to the displacement of more than 224,000 people, the UN estimates. 

The UN peacekeeping mission in the country (MONUC) has urged an end to clashes among armed factions in North Kivu and is working to promote stability in the area. 

MONUC has overseen the DRC’s transition from a six-year civil war that cost 4 million lives in fighting and attendant hunger and disease, widely considered the most lethal conflict in the world since World War II, to gradual stabilization, culminating in the first democratic elections in over four decades being held last year. 

Rwanda’s president urges UN action against ‘destructive’ forces in region 

27 September - The forces that committed genocide in Rwanda more than a decade ago remain active in the region and must be countered with international action, the country’s President told the United Nations General Assembly today. 

“While our continent has been consolidating peace and security, there are persistent problem areas that need attention,” Paul Kagame told the Assembly’s annual high-level debate. “In the Great Lakes region, forces that committed genocide in 1994 continue their destructive operations,” he said. 

“They rape, murder, terrorize and plunder with impunity,” he charged. “Their leaders are active in Europe, America and Africa where they continue to promote the ideology of genocide.” 

He said the “costly UN peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo [MONUC] has not diminished their activities” and called on the international community, in collaboration with the Congolese Government, “to end the threat posed by these negative forces once and for all.” 

An estimated 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered, mostly by machete or club, across Rwanda in less than 100 days starting in early April 1994. Later that year the Security Council established the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to deal with the worst cases. 

In his speech today, President Kagame said Rwandans “need peace and stability so that we can concentrate on the business of economic growth and development.” 

Rejecting independence for Kosovo, Serbia’s president offers compromise at UN 

27 September - Restating Serbia’s long-standing rejection of independence for Kosovo, the country’s President today proposed a compromise for the province that the United Nations has administered since 1999 based on the “autonomous development” of the Albanian-majority community. 

“In defence of the State sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia, our negotiating team has offered a decentralization model based on European solutions that would protect the interests of Kosovo Albanians, as well as the threatened interests of the Serbian and other non-Albanian ethnic communities in the province,” Boris Tadić told the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate. 

The arrangement would involve Serbia giving “Kosovo Albanians special rights and competences for an autonomous development of their community within the Republic of Serbia.” 

The Serbian President said that according to UN statistics, of the more than 200,000 Serbs who left Kosovo in 1999, only 7,100 had returned. 

Pointing out that the Contact Group on Kosovo is holding a meeting today, he said “a legitimate decision on the future status of Kosovo can be brought only by the Security Council of the United Nations.” 

He advocated a diplomatic solution as opposed to one reached through violence. “Serbia does not accept that the threat of violence of the party we are negotiating with is an argument for re-drawing the borders of legitimate democracies and for violating the norms of international law,” he said.
Referring to reports that Kosovo’s provisional institutions could declare independence on 11 December, he said any one-sided recognition of independence would forever alter the international legal order. “Many separatist movements the world over would use the newly established precedent,” he said. “Many regions in the world would be destabilized.” 

On the question of war criminals still at large, he said “Serbia has done all within its powers to track down, arrest and transfer to The Hague those accused of war crimes, demonstrating in that way its commitment to bringing cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia to a successful end.” The ICTY was set up to prosecute those responsible for war crimes during the Balkan wars of the 1990s. 

Also addressing the Assembly today, the President of Croatia, Stjepan Mesić, described the post-war accomplishments of his country, which had completed its struggle “through cooperation with the UN” and had “established good relations with all our neighbours, including those who waged war against us.” 

Croatia also actively participates in UN peacekeeping, deploying its personnel in 15 UN operations. This, he said, “puts Croatia at the very top of those countries whose soldiers are preserving peace under the blue flag.” 

Also addressing the Assembly today, the Prime Minister of Slovenia, Janez Janša, said this year more than 10 per cent of the country’s armed forces participated in United Nations peacekeeping missions. “The majority of them helped to strengthen peace and stability in south-eastern Europe, and also in Afghanistan, Lebanon and Iraq,” he said. 

Mr. Janša also said the investment made by the UN in promoting stability in the Balkans should be preserved. “In the last decade and a half, the international community has dedicated considerable human and financial resources to the Balkans region,” he said. “It is therefore important that the dividends of peace are not wasted at the end of the stabilization process.”
The Prime Minister called for “solutions that are sustainable for all involved” to secure the dividends which, he added, “should be further invested in the common European project.” 

Independence the only realistic option for Kosovo, Albania tells UN Assembly 

27 September - The only option for Kosovo that will bring durable peace and stability to the region is full independence for the Serbian province, Albania’s Prime Minister told national leaders gathered at the General Assembly today. 

Sali Berisha told the Assembly’s annual high-level debate that independence for Kosovo would reflect the “expressed will of her citizens” and not set an international precedent for other regions seeking self-government and enhanced autonomy. 

“The claim that the independence of Kosova may lead to the creation of Greater Albania cannot be farther from the truth,” Mr. Berisha added, using the Albanian name for the province. 

“In reality, Kosova’s independence will only end the fluidity of Albanians in the Balkans, along with the idea of the creation of a single Albanian State in the territories where they are a dominant majority. The simple truth is that Kosova Albanians have decided in their project of the future to join Brussels, not Tirana.” 

Earlier this year the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on the issue, Martti Ahtisaari, proposed a phased plan of independence for Kosovo, where ethnic Albanians outnumber Serbs and other minorities by about nine to one. 

In July, a troika comprising the European Union, Russia and the United States agreed to lead further negotiations on Kosovo’s future status, while the wider Contact Group for Kosovo is meeting today at UN Headquarters in New York to discuss the issue. 

Tomorrow direct talks between representatives of Belgrade and Pristina are scheduled to take place in New York. 

In his address Mr. Berisha accused Serbia, which opposes independence and has proposed that the province be given greater autonomy instead, of a lack of realism. 

“Rejection of the Ahtisaari package is unhelpful and proves that what matters first for Belgrade is not the freedoms and rights of Serbs in Kosova, but rather the idea of the Greater Serbia,” he said. 

Using the right of reply, Serbia’s representative criticized Mr. Berisha for “openly calling for the violation” of the territorial integrity of a UN Member State, particularly on the eve of such crucial direct talks. 

The representative said havoc would ensue around the world if other countries called for the independence of regions in neighbouring nations that have the same ethnic majority as their own. 

In a further response, Albania’s representative said his Prime Minister had “no further agenda” beyond support for what he called the “fair, balanced and sustainable” approach proposed by Mr. Ahtisaari. He added that he was hopeful that the talks starting in New York tomorrow would produce a solution. 

Timorese President calls on UN to stay on to help country stabilize 

27 September - Applauding the efforts so far of the United Nations to bring peace and stability to the South-East Asian country, Timor-Leste’s President today called on the world body to extend its engagement there to help strengthen national institutions and ensure that democracy takes root. 

José Ramos-Horta told the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate that the presence of the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) after the deadly violence of April and May last year had helped the nation achieve “significant progress.” 

Presidential and legislative elections held earlier this year were largely free of violence or irregularities, he said, and security sector reform has also begun. 

But the President acknowledged that the recent outbreak of violence from supporters of Fretilin, the former ruling party, after the new government was announced, showed that “the relative tranquility prevailing in the country is a precarious one.” 

The events of last year were also “a crisis of our own making and for which we must take full responsibility,” he said, adding that his country realized it needs to make every effort to stand on its own feet. 

“We hope that the UN will consider a longer-term engagement with us to further stabilize the situation, strengthen our national institutions and consolidate peace and democracy,” he said. 

“As the situation progresses, we hope that the Peacebuilding Commission will consider placing Timor-Leste on its agenda as a follow-up to UNMIT.” 

The Peacebuilding Commission was established by the UN last year to prevent countries emerging from conflict from sliding back into chaos or war. It focuses on projects that help with reconstruction, institution-building and sustainable development. 

Democracy not static, but an ‘ongoing process,’ Bangladeshi leader tells UN 

27 September - The leader of Bangladesh told the General Assembly today that democracy is a “dynamic and continual” process and that the international community can learn from the South Asian nation’s efforts at consolidating stability. 

Elections were scheduled in Bangladesh in late January, but following political violence, a state of emergency was declared that month. Since then, the country has been run by a non-party caretaker Government. 

“We have learned that democracy is not an event, it is an ongoing process,” Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed said at the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate. “It is not just about casting votes and changing governments; it is about social justice, accountability and empowerment of the people.” 

Bangladesh has long been plagued by corruption which has severely undermined democracy. Corruption spawned a “winner-takes-all electoral system where the spoils of electoral victory were so great and the stakes of winning so high that the political process became hopelessly polarized, leading to a paralysis in even ordinary governance,” he noted. 

To allow the nation’s democratic spirit to flourish, “we must first free our politics from the clutches of corruption and violence,” he added. 

The challenges – political violence, poor governance and corruption – Bangladesh faces are not unique to developing countries, Mr. Ahmed pointed out, since in such nations, especially post-conflict ones, “democracy does not necessarily ensure good governance.” 

Therefore, the international community needs to deepen its understanding of both the problems and the efforts of the developing world to rebuild their political and social institutions. 

Netherlands calls on UN to streamline its operations in poorest countries 

27 September - The United Nations would have more success in helping the world’s poorest countries if its many agencies and programmes pooled their resources into a single plan rather than competed for funds and attention, the Prime Minister of the Netherlands told national leaders gathered at the General Assembly today. 

Jan Peter Balkenende said it was time for the Member States of the UN to invest less time and energy in adopting resolutions and more in strengthening confidence and relations between poor and rich States. 

“People and resources are scarce,” he told the Assembly’s annual high-level debate at UN Headquarters in New York. “We can only spend each euro once. If we want to achieve our common aims, like the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), we need to coordinate our efforts.” 

Mr. Balkenende said that all too often “we have planted a forest of UN flags in various countries” to represent the work of individual agencies and programmes. 

“We need a more unified approach in order to help the poorest developing countries more. We can work far more efficiently if we pool our resources in a single programme in each country. This makes demands on donors. Several countries – including the Netherlands – now fund various UN organizations on the basis of multi-year plans. I hope that others will follow suit.” 

The world body is running a “One UN” pilot programme in eight countries after the Secretary-General’s High-Level Report on System-wide Coherence recommended such an initiative last year. 

The programme, which is being piloted in Albania, Cape Verde, Mozambique, Pakistan, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uruguay and Viet Nam, is designed to better coordinate UN operations and accelerate progress towards the MDGs by establishing a joint office for UN development agencies. 

Tanzania’s President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete told the Assembly that his country was pleased to be one of the eight countries in the “One UN” pilot. 

“The One UN Programme is for us a logical development from the UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), a framework that is fully aligned with our national priorities,” he said. 

“The efficiencies in aid delivery expected through ‘One UN’ will certainly contribute to enhancing our capacity to attain the MDGs.” 

Mr. Kikwete called on UN Member States to give the world body the funds necessary to fully implement the project and he added that the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) could also assist in this goal. 

“The project should not fail for lack of resources,” said the President. 

Pacific nations spotlight impact of climate change during UN Assembly debate 

27 September - The representatives of four Pacific Ocean nations today used their addresses to the General Assembly to warn the world’s affluent countries to make sure they do not shirk their responsibilities in the global fight against climate change. 

Speakers from Papua New Guinea, the Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru and Palau told the Assembly’s annual high-level debate that their landscapes – with long coastlines exposed to rising sea levels – leave them in the front line of the global warming battle. 

Sir Michael Somare, Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, said “we are very concerned to see certain industrialized nations attempting to avoid responsibility for their own carbon emissions and shifting the focus to developing nations. 

“Only after industrialized nations take responsibility for the consequences of their own actions will the pathway become clear for lasting solutions. However, as developing countries we are willing to contribute equitably towards a sustainable future.” 

The Prime Minister outlined a series of measures he said must be in place in the successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions, which is due to expire in 2012. 

Those measures include a new global framework dedicated to reducing emissions from deforestation and land degradation, the scaling up of funding for developing countries as they adapt their industries to the impact of climate change, and commitments by wealthy nations to more aggressively cut their emissions. 

Micronesia’s President Emanuel Mori said any global response to the various threats posed by climate change should feature the “provision of adequate and additional financing by the developed countries to the most vulnerable to assist us in coping with our adaptation and mitigation requirements.” 

Small island developing States such as Micronesia have a pressing need for greater access to renewable sources of energy so they can move away from a dependence on fossil fuels, Mr. Mori said. 

He stressed that a response to climate change will not be effective unless it is pursued “within the frameworks of the United Nations.” 

Ludwig Scotty, President of Nauru, said it was unfair that small island developing States were among the most vulnerable to the effects of climate change when they collectively contributed so little to the emission of greenhouse gases. 

Although he joined the call for developed nations to do more to help poor nations to adapt, Mr. Scotty also said non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the rest of civil society in poor countries can cooperate more to build up capacity in the fight against climate change. 

“Capital investments alone are not sufficient,” he said. “The need is to respond to the climate challenge with technology, skills and knowledge which are required to guide us.” 

Palau’s Vice-President Elias Camsek Chin said the proposed reductions under a successor pact to the Kyoto Protocol must be ambitious and quantifiable, rather than a set of general intentions. 

Mr. Chin warned of the dire consequences if the world’s countries do not agree soon on an urgent programme of emission reduction. 

“We are no longer in total control of our own destinies. When temperatures increase, our corals bleach, the seas rise, and the oceans acidify, threatening to demolish our marine biodiversity, jeopardizing our livelihood, and eventually destroying our identity,” he said. 

Guatemala hails ‘unprecedented collaboration’ with UN on armed groups probe 

27 September - The independent body being set up to investigate the presence and activities of illegal armed groups in Guatemala represents a unique joint effort between the United Nations and a Member State, the country’s President told the General Assembly today. 

Oscar Berger Perdomo told the Assembly’s annual high-level debate that the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) will improve the Central American nation’s capacity to investigate and prosecute criminal activity. 

“It is an unprecedented collaboration between a Member State and the United Nations in order to combat impunity and particularly transnational crime; an endeavour that will surely leave very tangible benefits as much to my country as important learning lessons to the United Nations,” he said. 

CICIG was established under an agreement between the UN and the Guatemalan Government that came into effect on 4 September. An independent, non-UN body, the Commission will be able to conduct its own investigations and also help local institutions, particularly the Office of the Public Prosecutor. 

One of CICIG’s tasks is to recommend public policies and any legal or institutional measures for eradicating the illegal armed groups and preventing their re-emergence. The costs are expected to be borne by voluntary contributions from the international community. 

The President said the UN occupies a special place in his country’s foreign policy, especially for the work of MINUGUA, the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala, which operated after the end of the country’s long-running civil war in the mid-1990s. 

More than three decades of conflict in Guatemala ended with the signing of peace accords in December 1996, but CICIG is being set up amid mounting concern in recent years that illegal security groups and clandestine security organizations continue to operate with impunity, conducting criminal activities and violating human rights. 

President of Comoros seeks UN involvement in ending political crises 

27 September - The President of the Comoros today called on the United Nations to help his country, an Indian Ocean archipelago, to resolve its political crises. 

Ahmed Abdallah Mohamed Sambi spoke about the armed rebellion in Anjouan, which has led to a political crisis, and appealed for international help in finding a solution. 

The rebels, he said, refused to comply with resolutions of the African Union (AU) and the recommendations of the international community relating to the holding of free and democratic elections in Anjouan. 

The President thanked all of those bilateral and multilateral partners that had helped Comoros in seeking a solution. He also thanked the African Development Bank and other partners which had contributed to helping Comoros with its economic problems. 

Regarding the island of Mayotte, he said that Comoros finds itself in opposition to France – a friendly country and key partner. He cautioned against the Balkanization of the Comoros. 

Comoros sought a resolution to the situation, he said, calling for the free circulation of goods and people throughout the archipelago, including Mayotte. 

The President voiced support for the address to the Assembly earlier this week by French President Nicolas Sarkozy, who spoke about respect for diversity, national identity, religious beliefs and cultures. 

He asked that the UN take up the question and seek a rapprochement between the two parties with a few to resolving the problem. 

“I am convinced that we can, together, with the French authorities, find the ways and means of advancing the search for a just, lawful and definitive solution to this problem,” he declared. 

Colombia hails UN help in assisting displaced persons, fighting drug trade 

27 September - The President of Colombia today lauded help the country has received from the United Nations in combating drug trafficking, promoting labour rights and assisting displaced persons. 

Addressing the annual high-level debate of the General Assembly, Alvaro Uribe said the fight against impunity for killings of union workers is being carried out under guidelines from the UN International Labour Organization (ILO) in agreement between the Government, workers and employers. “The reports on the progress made, submitted by the ILO office in Colombia, have been positive,” he said. 

President Uribe said the UN Office against Drugs and Crime has helped to protect the rainforest from the threat of drug trafficking, while the ILO carries out “excellent work” in its workers’ protection programme. 

“We have extended the mandate of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to maintain its presence in Colombia for the remainder of my Government’s term in office,” said the President. “Also different UN entities provide valuable support in the task of assisting displaced people.” 

Describing the country’s security policy, he said it had succeeded in eradicating paramilitarism. “The term ‘paramilitary’ was coined to refer to private criminal organizations whose objective was to combat guerrillas,” he said. 

“Today the only one that combats the guerrillas is the State, which has recovered the monopoly it never should have lost.” 

Climate change ‘greatest’ threat to global stability, British minister says at UN 

27 September - Climate change poses the “greatest long-term threat” to global stability and prosperity, the United Kingdom’s Foreign Minister told the General Assembly tonight, issuing a call to industrialized nations to shoulder their burden in dealing with the problem and to also meet their commitments on aid and genuinely reform the international terms of trade. 

David Miliband said the world cannot stand united against shared threats and opportunities when there are so many economic and political disparities between States and peoples. 

“We live in a more prosperous world, a more peaceful world, a more democratic world than ever before,” he said. “Let’s commit to living in a more equal world.” 

Mr. Miliband described inequalities as “not just morally offensive; they are also dangerous. Inequality fuels extremism. It undermines support for an open global economy. It corrodes trust and reciprocity between nations.” 

The biggest threat of all, he stressed, was the impact of climate change, especially on the poorest countries. 

He said the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was the only body that could conclude a meaningful agreement on global warming to succeed the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions. 

“At the heart of an agreement must be the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. All countries must take on responsibilities, but these must be equitable distributed, with the greatest action taken by the richest countries. The UK stands ready to play its part.” 

Although many of the poorest nations were now posting the largest rates of economic growth, around a billion people in 58 countries have been “left out of the story of human progress,” condemned to a low life expectancy because of illness or malnutrition. 

“Despite progress in some countries, the world is off track to meet its Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” Mr. Miliband said, referring to the set of anti-poverty targets that world leaders agreed at a UN summit in 2000 to strive to reach by 2015. 

He also called on the countries of the developed world to meet their previously announced commitment to spend 0.7 per cent of their national income on development, adding that the UK will meet this target by 2013. 

New trade rules that are fairer to poorer economies need to be developed as well, Mr. Miliband said, arguing that a successful conclusion later this year to the current Doha round of talks is feasible. He said the current arrangements were unsustainable. 

“Western producers continue to benefit from subsidies and tariffs, particularly for agriculture. Higher tariffs for processed goods prevent poor countries diversifying their economies. This is a bad deal for Western consumers, and it squeezes out the livelihoods of producers in poorer countries. It is neither in rich countries’ financial self-interest, nor is it fair.” 

Member States call for more equitable UN governance system 

27 September - As the General Assembly continued its annual high-level debate today, numerous countries called for more fair and equitable governance within the United Nations system. 

“This great Organization, dedicated to the well-being of humanity, which emerged after the tragedy of the Second World War, has to reform itself,” said the President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel Fernàndez Reyna. 

“The current structure of the United Nations no longer represents the modern day. The structure corresponds to the Cold War era still, although the world has advanced beyond the era that was dictated by the rivalry of the superpowers.” 

He questioned the representation at senior levels in various parts of the UN system. “We, the Dominican Republic, do not truly comprehend why the President of the World Bank must be an American, the Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) a European, while all the important global decisions are taken by only five countries,” he said, referring to the permanent members of the Security Council. 

He said the Dominican Republic would like to serve as a non-permanent member on the Council to “be a voice in favour of the weak, the most vulnerable, the derived and the most condemned on Earth.” 

The President of Equatorial Guinea, Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, also called for a reform of UN structures. The world body, he said, had been transformed from an organization with the aim of achieving results through consensus to one that is controlled by blocs of the strong against the weak. 

He called for a restructuring of veto power in the Security Council not only to prevent “abuses of power by the few against humanity” but to defend the interests of groups and individuals. 

He emphasized that Africa had interests to defend and the continent deserved the veto power. At the same time, he said that the veto does not signify much considering that the Council’s resolutions are not very respected. 

Vice President Isatou Njie-Saidy of the Gambia called for a re-examination of the framework of key rules that govern international trade and finance, global competition, foreign direct investment and international migration. 

“It is important that bodies making rules in these areas accommodate the views of developing countries in general, and the least developed countries in particular,” she said. 

“For Africa, where we must of necessity move away from aid dependency, the development of the continent must be addressed from the crucial vantage point of trade and market access, so as to enable our economies to be advantageously positioned in order for us to begin enjoying the fruits of globalization.” 

Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister told the Assembly that it was time for an overhaul of international trade relations to assist the world’s poorest States. 

Sheikh Mohammad Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, who is also Foreign Minister, called for the World Trade Organization (WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank “to alleviate the restrictions imposed on the exports of the developing countries and put forward a more just and equitable trade system.” 

Sheikh Mohammad added: “It is regrettable to see poverty, hunger and sickness continue in the developing countries. It is even painful to see more than half of the world’s population living on less than $2 a day.” 

Also addressing the Assembly today on the issue of equitable international relations was the Prime Minister of Viet Nam, Tan Dzung Nguyen, who issued a strong call for fairer relations in the commercial and financial domains.
He also called for the lifting of economic embargoes, and urged the UN to put more resources into realizing development objectives. 

In addition, he announced Viet Nam’s intention to seek a non-permanent seat on the Security Council in the coming year. 

Andorra’s Head of Government said it was time to redouble global efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the set of anti-poverty and other goals which world leaders agreed at a UN summit in 2000 to strive to reach by 2015. 

“I call on everyone not to lose speed. Press the foot down a little harder on the accelerator,” Albert Pintat said in a speech in which he said it was time that the ideals contained in the UN Charter are “energetically renewed” to help weaker countries. 

“We all benefit from the progress that we have made. We know the persistent relationship that there is between poverty and nearly all the challenges which we are facing: mortality, differences in life expectancy, health, injustice, intolerance, marginalization and armed conflicts.” 

Mr. Pintat said it was important to remember that the illnesses prevalent in poor countries “are perfectly avoidable and can be prevented” and that these nations are also “capable of installing efficient public health programmes when they receive adequate aid.” 

West African nations voice appreciation for UN’s help in fostering stability 

27 September - Leaders from West African countries working to consolidate peace and build democratic institutions today voiced appreciation for the support of the United Nations and its agencies in this endeavour. 

Hailing the lifting of sanctions against Liberia, the country’s Vice President today said the measures had been viewed as corrective – not punitive – by the country’s people. 

“My Government welcomes and highly appreciates the recent decision of the Security Council to lift sanctions which it saw fit to impose on the timber and diamond sectors in Liberia,” said Joseph Nyumah Boakai. 

“Although the imposition of sanctions was considered by many as punitive, I am gratified to inform you that the Liberian people viewed the sanctions as prudent and corrective,” he told the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate. 

He also welcomed the Council’s recent decision to extend the mandate of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), saying that in spite of the gains of peace following 14 years of civil war, the country remains fragile. 

Joao Bernardo Vieira, the President of Guinea-Bissau, also voiced appreciation for the UN’s help for his country. He cited in particular the Ad Hoc Consultative Group of the Economic and Social Council. 

For its part, Guinea-Bissau is determined to strengthen the role of the United Nations in promoting peace and development worldwide, he said. 

Mr. Vieira also spoke about the problem of drug trafficking in Guinea-Bissau, despite the political will of the Government to tackle the problem. “It can only be eradicated through international cooperation,” he said, appealing to States that had experience in combating drug trafficking and organized crime to assist. 

“We welcome the efforts of the UN system to establish an international network for the eradication of this scourge,” he said. 

Zarifou Ayeva, the Foreign Minister of Togo, looked to upcoming legislative elections in the country as a turning point in the country’s history. He thanked international and other partners who helped Togo reach this point, especially the UN Development Programme (UNDP), which he said played an important role in preparations for the polls. 

Currently, the country is engaged in a fight against impunity, and in this effort is enjoying the support of the office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, he said, voicing appreciation for its role in bolstering the Government’s efforts. 

The President of Guinea, Lansana Kouyaté, described the political crisis that his country faced earlier this year, and also voiced appreciation for the assistance of the international community in restoring stability. At the same time, he urged all countries of good will with the means to help to assist Guinea in carrying out its plan to consolidate these gains throughout the country. 

Looking to the broader international context, he urged measures to combat poverty, saying it should be declared “illegal” throughout the world. Collective efforts to eradicate poverty would be the best way to guarantee peace, he said.
Beyond the West African region, the Vice Prime Minister of Burundi said his country is endeavouring to restore stability. Despite the non-participation of the FNL, the Government remained open to all proposals aimed at fostering a return of the rebel group to the peace process. 

Looking back on the darker chapters of the country’s history, he said Burundi is now working with the UN Secretary-General to establish a truth and reconciliation commission. 

“We will soon engage in national consultations on the question and the conclusions should constitute a solid basis for the creation and functioning of this body,” he said. 

He also issued a strong call for action against small arms and light weapons which he said cause widespread destabilization. In Africa’s Great Lakes region, these arms have been responsible for death and the destruction of infrastructure, he said. 

Secretary-General urges global cooperation to secure better health for all 

27 September - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on countries to work together to strengthen health systems around the world, and enable more people to access them, citing the link between health, security and development. 

“The security of all countries depends more and more on the capacity of each to act effectively, and collectively, to minimize current risks to health,” Mr. Ban said during the launch at UN Headquarters of the Foreign Policy and Global Health Initiative. “That applies equally to emerging threats that cannot be fully predicted.” 

The Initiative – begun by France, Indonesia, Norway, Senegal, South Africa and Thailand – seeks to use diplomacy in securing better health for all, particularly for the most vulnerable, including by increasing access to health care and making it more affordable. 

Mr. Ban stressed that in an increasingly globalized world, what happens in one country can have dramatic effects in many others. “From AIDS to avian influenza, we have learned that we need to work in synergy to address these threats that affect us all.” 

He emphasized that disease, slowed development and global insecurity are inextricably linked, adding that “both domestic and foreign policies determine the extent to which people's prospects are undermined by ill health.” 

“Thanks to the efforts of many global actors, we now appreciate that investment in health is a cornerstone of economic growth and development, and a prerequisite for reaching most of the Millennium Development Goals.” 

Health, which is affected by a range of factors – from extreme poverty and armed conflict to climate change, biotechnology, changing patterns of human behaviour and access to essential services – requires concerted action among various Government sectors, the Secretary-General stated. 

“And it requires working hand in glove with civil society and the private sector – with a focus, always, on children, women and the most vulnerable,” he added. 

UN-backed fund receives nearly $10 billion in pledges to fight AIDS, TB, malaria 

27 September - The United Nations-backed Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today received $9.7 billion over three years in initial pledges, constituting the largest single financing exercise ever for health. 

“With these new resource pledges, the global community has taken a significant step towards achieving the goals we have set for fighting these diseases,” said the Global Fund’s Replenishment Mechanism Chair, former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, at whose urging the Fund was launched at the Group of Eight (G8) summit of industrialized nations in 2001. 

Today’s pledges will allow the Fund, a unique global public/private partnership, to move towards annual commitments of $6 billion to $8 billion by 2010. 

The meeting, hosted by the German Government, was opened in Berlin by Chancellor Angela Merkel. As this year’s G8 President, Germany has worked to strengthen the fight against infectious diseases in the developing world and in her opening remarks, the Chancellor stressed that her country sees refinancing the Fund as an important part of this effort. 

The meeting was the first occasion for donors to secure the Fund’s needs of $12 billion to $18 billion for 2008-2010 as demand will grow. It follows a meeting in Oslo, Norway, in March where resource needs were established. A follow-up conference will take place in early 2009. 

Some major donor nations are prevented by their budgeting procedures from providing commitments for more than one year at a time and will announce their contributions at a later time. 

The total pledging amount consists of firm pledges as well as projections of floor level financing expected by some countries, private sector and innovative funding mechanisms. 

“These pledges are warmly welcomed and we will make sure they are invested well,” Global Fund Board Chair Rajat Gupta said. “The Global Fund now is the leading financier of programmes to fight the three diseases. We have secured the initial resources necessary to take the global fight against these diseases to a new level.” 

The Fund currently provides around two thirds of all international financing to fight TB and malaria and nearly a quarter of global resources against AIDS. 

“The Global Fund will ensure that the money is invested responsibly, professionally and transparently in effective, sustainable, life-saving action,” Fund Executive Director Michel Kazatchkine said. “But the Global Fund is also a partnership. It is now important that bilateral and international agencies, implementing countries, civil society and private sector partners work together to harmonize and coordinate our efforts.” 

UN launches $220 million campaign to educate 9 million vulnerable children 

27 September - The United Nations refugee agency has launched a campaign to raise $220 million by 2010 to allow 9 million refugee and vulnerable children, particularly those from Sudan’s Darfur region, Iraq and Colombia, to get an education, partly based on the Internet as well as by getting teachers into remote locations. 

Launching the campaign yesterday at the annual Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) summit in New York, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) António Guterres called the initiative “a means of ensuring that vulnerable children are fully able to realize their right to an education.” 

The renewed ninemillion campaign (www.ninemillion.org), through a so-called Education (Plus) programme, seeks to address all aspects of a child’s educational needs, from teachers and notebooks to transportation, water and vocational training. Its programme puts particular emphasis on getting girls into the classroom. 

The campaign brings together UNHCR and private sector partners such as sports goods maker Nike, software giant Microsoft, employment service provider Manpower, the advertising group WPP, and GSMA, an association of mobile phone operators and equipment suppliers. 

“I believe the mobile industry can play an important role within the ninemillion initiative as access to telecommunications and the internet will enable refugee children to learn about their world,” GSMA Chief Executive Officer Rob Conway said. 

Manpower's Senior Vice-President David Arkless added: “We owe every refugee child an education to give them the tools to make a life for themselves.”
The initial focus of ninemillion will be on uprooted children from Darfur, Iraq and Colombia, which are among the world’s worst displacement crises. The campaign was originally launched last year on World Refugee Day, 20 June, to open up education and sports opportunities for millions of refugee children around the world. Many have already benefited. The unveiling of Education (Plus) at the three-day CGI re-launches the campaign and gives it new concrete goals. 

In a related development 150,000 children in conflict areas, especially Iraq and the occupied Palestinian Territory, will benefit from a distance-learning project under a $30-million grant from the William J. Clinton Foundation to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UNICEF is working with Microsoft, the International Rescue Committee and computer maker Hewlett Packard on the project. 

Secretary-General urges collective action on 10th anniversary of weapons pact 

27 September - Marking the 10th anniversary of the global treaty against chemical weapons, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today stressed that genuine disarmament can be accomplished through United Nations-backed cooperation. 

The entry into force of the Chemical Weapons Convention on 29 April 1997 “was a milestone in international efforts to achieve a world free of chemical weapons,” Mr. Ban told a high-level meeting to celebrate the pact’s decade-long existence. “The Convention stands as a monument to the world’s determination to eliminate one of the most inhumane weapons ever conceived.” 

He stressed that the treaty is the first to be negotiated fully within a multilateral forum, and that “real disarmament is possible through collective action within the framework of the United Nations.” 

The world’s support for disarmament and the ban on chemical weapons is growing, and the 182 States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention represent 98 per cent of the global population, the Secretary-General said. 

Many key States have not ratified the Convention, he said, urging their adherence to the agreement. “Instead of competing in a race to acquire more arms, we must all work together in a race to achieve full universal membership of the chemical weapons treaty.” 

Mr. Ban paid tribute to the successful verification of the destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. 

The Organisation has demonstrated that international verification is not only possible, it can be undertaken without compromising national security or corporate secrets, he said. “The lesson is that international verification is beneficial, both to the security of all States and to legitimate commerce. As disarmament advances, the world advances.” 

He also pledged his support to promote the Convention’s full implementation and to push for a world free from chemical weapons. 

Today’s high-level meeting was convened by Dutch Foreign Minister Maxime Verhagen and Polish Foreign Minister Anna Fotyga. 

Ban Ki-moon signs agreement to bolster ties with Southeast Asian forum 

27 September - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today entered into an agreement with his counterpart at the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to boost ties between the two organizations. 

At a ceremony at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr. Ban and ASEAN Secretary-General Ong Keng Yong signed a memorandum of understanding to increase cooperation in achieving regional peace and stability as well in reaching the Millennium Development Goals, a series of eight targets to eliminate poverty and other ills by 2015. 

Under the memorandum, ASEAN and the UN will collaborate – through the exchange of information and expertise and joint technical assistance programmes – on issues of mutual interest in political, economic and socio-cultural areas, among others. 

Both leaders will ensure that the agreement is implemented and that there is effective communication between the two Secretariats. 

The granting of UN observer status to ASEAN by the General Assembly and today’s agreement reflect the recognition of the role of the 10-member forum in regional peace and development, Mr. Ong noted. 

Acknowledging ASEAN’s contributions, Mr. Ban said the new pact is built on the long-standing relationship between the two organizations as well as the UN’s commitment to work closely with regional groups. 

The signing ceremony was witnessed by ASEAN’s foreign ministers, who held a working luncheon with Mr. Ban today. 

UN tribunal upholds judgments in three cases against Kosovo fighters 

27 September - The Appeals Chamber of the United Nations tribunal established to try those responsible for the worst war crimes committed in the Balkans in the 1990s today upheld the Trial Chamber’s conviction of one former Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) member and acquittal of two others.
Haradin Bara, Fatmir Limaj and Isak Musliu were indicted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) for crimes committed against both Serb and Kosovo Albanian civilians in the KLA-run Llapushnik/Lapušnik prison camp between May and July 1998. 

The Tribunal dismissed all appeals lodged by parties, affirming the conviction of Mr. Bala and the acquittals of Mr. Limaj and Mr. Musliu. 

A former guard at the camp, Mr. Bala was found guilty of torture, cruel treatment and murder, and was sentenced to 13 years’ imprisonment on 30 November 2005. He was convicted by the Trial Chamber for his personal role in the “maintenance and enforcement of the inhumane conditions” of the camp; for aiding the torture of one prisoner; and for participating in nine murders of camp prisoners who were marched to the Berishe/Beriša Mountains on 25 or 26 July 1998 and then killed. 

All five grounds of his appeal – including his claim of mistaken identity and his alibi – were rejected. 

The Prosecution had also appealed on the grounds that a systemic joint criminal enterprise existed in which the Llapushnik/Lapušnik prison camp was “run by the KLA, the conditions in the camp amounted to a system of ill-treatment and the KLA soldiers in the camp intended to further this system of ill-treatment.” 

The Appeals Chamber rejected this claim, noting that the Trial Chamber “reasonably held that it could not be ruled out that rogue KLA soldiers or so-called outsiders to the camp for personal reasons, such as revenge, mistreated or killed civilian detainees, and not in furtherance of any common plan.” 

Mr. Bala will remain in ICTY custody until he his transferred to the country in which he will serve his sentence, and will receive credit for the time he has served in the Tribunal’s Detention Unit. 

Mr. Limaj was not criminally responsible for the offences he was indicted for in the context of command responsibility, the Appeals Chamber said. Mr. Musliu’s acquittal was upheld because he was neither present in the camp nor did he participate in its operation. 

UN war crimes tribunal sentences two former senior Yugoslav officers 

27 September - Two former senior officers of the Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA) were sentenced today by the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) for their roles in the executions of non-Serbs in Ovcara. 

Mile Mrkšic was sentenced to prison for 20 years for aiding and abetting the murder, torture and cruel treatment of 194 non-Serb prisoners of war taken from a hospital in Vukovar after the Croatian city fell to JNA and Serb paramilitary forces in November 1991. 

As Army colonel, he commanded all Serb forces – including JNA, Territorial Defence and paramilitary forces – in the Vukovar area at the time of the crimes. 

Convicted of aiding and abetting the cruel treatment of prisoners, Veselin Šljivancanin, who served as a JNA major and headed the security organ of both the Guard’s Motorized Brigade and Operational Group South at the time, was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. 

Meanwhile, a third JNA member who was indicted along with Mr. Mrkšic and Mr. Šljivancanin, Miroslav Radic, was acquitted of all charges. 

According to the indictment, in late November 1991 – following the brutal siege and sustained artillery attack on Vukovar – JNA and Serb paramilitary forces under the command or supervision of Mrkšic, Radic and Šljivancanin, removed about 260 non-Serb individuals from the Vukovar Hospital where they had sought refuge. The prisoners were transported to a farm building in Ovcara, where they were beaten, tortured and eventually murdered. 

The three men were charged with crimes against humanity and war crimes for their alleged participation in a joint criminal enterprise aiming to murder and mistreat prisoners, as well as their personal and command responsibility for the torture and executions. 

The Tribunal’s Trial Chamber cited evidence from exhumations of the Ovcara mass grave and subsequent autopsies identifying 192 non-Serb victims named in the indictment. 

The ICTY held its first hearing in November 1994, and since then, has indicted 161 persons and proceedings have been completed in the cases of 108 accused. No further indictments will be issued, and the Tribunal is scheduled to complete its mission by the end of 2010. 

French offer to protect food ships from pirates off Somalia welcomed by UN 

27 September - Faced with the risk of mounting piracy off the coast of Somalia at a time when it is increasing its shipments to feed over a million hungry people in the strife-torn country, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed France’s offer to provide naval escorts to protect its vessels. 

WFP and the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO) have jointly appealed for high-level international action to stamp out the piracy, which saw 17 attacks in the first half of 2007 compared with eight in the same period last year. In 2005, an upsurge of piracy, including the hijacking of two ships contracted for WFP, forced the Agency to suspend all deliveries by sea for some weeks. 

“We are grateful to the Government of France for this generous offer, which would reduce the threat of piracy and allow WFP to feed more hungry people in Somalia,” WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran said. 

Ms. Sheeran also thanked the multinational coalition naval force off Somalia for its increased surveillance in recent months and said she hoped it would continue. 

Some 80 per cent of WFP food assistance for Somalia moves by sea, and pirate attacks threaten to cut the main supply route, jeopardizing rations for the 1.2 million people WFP expects to be feeding by the end of 2007 as drought, floods and factional fighting take their toll. 

The French proposal envisions a two-month period during which naval vessels would escort ships carrying WFP food assistance as they traverse Somali waters. Ships would be escorted to the entrance of the port of Mogadishu, the capital. 

WFP is increasing its food distributions in Somalia and has to ship more food just as the stormy monsoon season is coming to an end, Ms. Sheeran said. 

Before the onset of the monsoon in June, increasing pirate attacks had cut by half the number of ships WFP contracts to transport food. Without escorts, WFP fears the pirates will return as the heavy monsoon seas calm, allowing them to start hunting for ships again. 

Most of the pirate assaults did not appear aimed at seizing cargo but rather designed to force ship owners to pay ransom for the vessels and crew held hostage. The pirates are highly mobile, manning fast boats and using satellite position-fixing gear to attack ships far out at sea, sometimes more than 200 nautical miles off the Somali coast. 

In 2006, WFP delivered some 78,000 metric tonnes of food to 1.4 million people affected by drought and floods in southern Somalia alone. 

Liberia still faces challenges in promoting human rights, says UN expert 

27 September - While Liberia has made considerable progress in areas such as security and economic development, it still faces many challenges in the promotion and protection of human rights, an independent United Nations expert said today. 

During the course of her 10-day visit to the West African nation which is rebuilding after a brutal 14-year civil war, Charlotte Abaka met with representatives of the Government, civil society, United Nations agencies and the diplomatic community, who shared with her the “most pressing human rights issues facing the country today.” 

Ms. Abaka – the UN Independent Expert on the Situation of Human Rights, Technical Cooperation and Advisory Services in Liberia – noted progress in several areas, including an amendment to the country’s labour law which was a “significant step” in guaranteeing workers’ rights. 

“There are however, still many challenges that impede the promotion and protection of human rights,” she stated, expressing concerns with delays in setting up both the Independent National Human Rights Commission and the Law Reform Commission. 

The implementation of the rape law was another serious issue. “I am appalled to hear from almost all the interlocutors that rape remains one of the most frequently reported crimes in the country.” 

She said that data on the prosecution of rape cases could not be made available due to lack of facilities, and police and prosecutors relied too heavily on medical evidence in rape cases. “This reality discourages victims of rape reporting the cases to the police.” 

In addition, Ms. Abaka noted that harmful traditional and customary practices continue to be carried out, including female genital mutilation which is still commonly practiced. 

UN refugee agency meets with its ‘vital partners’ – NGOs 

27 September - The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is hosting three days of annual talks at its Geneva headquarters with some 200 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) who play a vital role as partners in helping it to meet the needs of millions of uprooted people around the world. 

“If we didn’t have this kind of dialogue, things would start to fall apart in the field and the refugees would be disadvantaged as a result,” UN Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees Craig Johnstone told the opening session yesterday. “So we attach a great deal of importance to the partnership with the NGO community.” 

He briefed participants on “a very active reform under way at UNHCR,” including decentralization and better management of its budget. “Nimbleness is one of our objectives,” he stressed. 

Mr. Johnstone outlined areas where further improvements were needed, while also suggesting how NGOs could help improve the relationship, including timely audits and progress reports on projects. 

The more than 300 delegates representing large and small, national and international NGOs from around the world are focusing largely on the theme of partnership, which both sides regard as a vital part of their relationship. 

“This is very important for me in my capacity as president of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC),” Abdul Rahman Attar said. “This meeting has given me a chance to talk to lots of NGOs and explain to them how they can work with Syria with the cooperation of UNHCR.” 

The SARC is mandated to look after all 1.5 million Iraqi refugees in Syria and has played a key role in ensuring that UNHCR programmes reach the most needy among them. 

Aside from partnership, other special themes of this year’s meeting include “Next Steps in Durable Solutions” and “Special Situation Focuses.” 

The talks will be followed next week by the annual gathering of UNHCR’s governing body, the Executive Committee. Since 1997, NGOs have participated in UNHCR’s Executive and Standing Committees as observers. 

As vital partners for UNHCR, NGOs implement programmes for refugees and internally displaced persons in some of the world’s most remote and difficult places. In all, about one quarter of UNHCR’s resources are channelled through its partners. The agency works with more than 500 NGOs worldwide. 

Competition for oil and gas reserves heating up, says UN trade body 

27 September - The emergence of new players in the global market and shifts in the policies of gas and oil producers means that traditional conglomerates from industrialized nations are facing increasing competition in the race to access the world’s reserves, the United Nations agency on trade and development issues said today. 

With crude oil prices staying well above $70 a barrel, traditional transnational corporations are losing bargaining power to oil-producing countries “eager to use climbing demand to capture a larger share of the rents,” according to the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

The agency draws attention to “large imbalances” in global consumption, production and reserves of oil and gas, such as the fact that developed countries consume more than half of global oil and gas output, while they account for only a quarter of production. 

Moreover, less than 8 per cent of the world’s remaining proved reserves of oil and gas are found in these countries. As many as 21 of the top 25 countries ranked in 2005 by total remaining proved reserves were developing or transition economies. 

In addition, data suggests that resources in developed countries are being depleted more than 10 times faster that that of developing and transition economies, which means that the former will have to rely increasingly on oil and gas imported from the latter. 

Competition for oil and gas resources is becoming more complex, according to UNCTAD, due to changes in government policies in producing nations. Some developing countries with large reserves, such as Kuwait, Mexico and Saudi Arabia, do not allow foreign participation in oil and gas extraction. 

Others permit foreign investment but are facing embargoes applied by the home countries of companies, such as in the case of those from the United States which are not allowed to invest in Iran or Sudan. 

Also affecting competition is the entry of new corporations based in developing and transition economies, including Kuwait Petroleum, Lukoil (Russia), Petrobras (Brazil) and Petronas (Malaysia), who are already among the main foreign investors in selected oil and gas producing countries and operate alongside traditional companies from the developed countries such as British Petroleum, Royal Dutch Shell and Chevron. 

Battle against global warming at local level honoured with UN environmental prize 

27 September - Highlighting efforts at the local level to combat global warming, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today awarded a major prize to two non-governmental initiatives in South Africa and Bangladesh that are veterans in the front line against climate change. 

Jeunesse Park of South Africa and Bangladeshi non-governmental organization (NGO) Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha are the co-winners of UNEP’s Sasakawa Prize 2007, a $200,000 award given yearly to individuals or institutions who have made a substantial contribution to the protection and management of the environment. 

“Leadership is urgently needed if the international community is to rise to the challenge of climate change – leadership from the United Nations; governments, scientists; business and cities, but also leadership from individuals and civil society organizations working on the ground,” UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said. 

Ms. Park has worked on climate change since 1990 as founder of Food and Trees for Africa (FTFA), South Africa’s only greening and food gardening NGO. She initiated the design of the country’s first carbon calculator to make it easy and affordable for governments, institutions and communities to offset carbon emissions by planting trees. 

Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha was founded in 1998 to help poor and marginalized people from the remote Chalanbeel region of Bangladesh and to combat the effects of climate change which has increased devastating flooding in recent years. It uses the extensive river network to spread environmental education by boats which travel from farm to farm bringing solar power and new technologies to avoid problems such as soil erosion, ground and water contamination, over-fishing, and habitat destruction. 

“These two outstanding winners of the Sasakawa Prize 2007 embody leadership in its finest form – namely creative and determined action that demonstrates real and tangible difference to the people and communities they serve,” Mr. Steiner said. 

“In doing so our award winners are proving that combating climate change is not only do-able but links to the wider environmental, social and economic aims enshrined in targets such as the Millennium Development Goals,” he added, referring to the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 to slash global hunger, poverty and other social ills by 2015. 

The prize is sponsored by UNEP and the Nippon Foundation of Japan, whose chairman is Yohei Sasakawa. 

“It has been rewarding to recently see the growing interest in this crucial global crisis and to know that we have played a small part in facilitating action in South Africa,” Ms. Park said, pledging to use the prize money to develop climate change awareness and education materials to Government, business and disadvantaged and underserved communities. 

“Since we are currently lobbying big business in this country, the award would assist us with highlighting the importance of climate change, and options for addressing this, amongst the larger carbon emitters of South Africa,” she added. 

Abul Hasanat Mohammed Rezwan, Shidhulai Executive Director, said the prize will help his organization “provide clean solar-powered lighting and educate thousands of people on literacy, sustainable farming and climate change,” as well as promote self-reliance for hundreds of villages in Bangladesh. 

“Shidhulai as a local organization is proving that it is possible to deal with this climate change, to tackle pollution, and at the same time, to lift people out of poverty. We hope our work in using boats to adapt and cope with climate change and improve the quality of life will serve as an inspiration,” he added. 

UN needs urgent funds to feed 1.5 million flood victims in Africa 

27 September - From helicopters in East Africa to boats in the West, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is using every means at its disposal to reach the estimated 1.5 million people engulfed by the worst floods in decades but it urgently needs new donations to cope with the crisis. 

“Funds, especially cash, are urgently needed for several WFP operations, including in Uganda, where a $41-million UN flash appeal was launched last Friday,” the Agency said in its latest update. “Of this, WFP needs $26.3 million to feed 300,000 flood victims, as well as provide for helicopters, boats and road and bridge repairs. WFP warns that a major crisis could develop in Uganda.” 

Widespread flooding in Uganda is worsening road access to key regions in the north and in some places air deliveries are WFP’s only option. In all, WFP estimates that 1.7 million people are in need of assistance in Uganda, including flood victims, refugees and others displaced by conflict or civil strife. But it has still not received new donations. 

“As people’s food supplies run out, and as the threat of malaria and waterborne diseases rise in flooded areas, it is vital that WFP has funds to reach people with food aid and to keep helicopters in the air to ferry other aid to people in villagers cut off by floodwater,” the Agency said. 

WFP teams on the ground in flooded areas have reached almost 74,000 people with over 1,050 tons of food, using trucks where possible and a helicopter. WFP has one helicopter in the air and is bringing in two cargo helicopters, as well as more heavy duty trucks that can negotiate muddy roads. Two engineers will also work with Ugandan authorities on repairs to roads and key bridges. The Agency needs funds to pay for all this. 

In Sudan, WFP is preparing to start emergency air drops to 43,800 people in flood-affected states in southern Sudan in addition to 89,000 flood-affected people already receiving food assistance in other parts of the south and east Sudan. The one-month air drop operation will start in October. Some 500,000 people have been directly affected by the worst floods in living memory and at least 200,000 are homeless. 

In Ethiopia seasonal floods have affected 226,000 people, displacing 71,000, while in Rwanda torrential rainfall combined with the effects of deforestation in the north-west has left at least 17 people dead and left 2,370 people homeless. The Government has distributed food and says it can meet the needs for the first two months. WFP is ready to assist if requested, and is identifying potential food-for-work projects. 

West Africa is experiencing one of its worst floods in 10 years, affecting more than 600,000 people in 12 countries, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) but the overall agricultural production forecast for 2007-2008 is positive. 

WFP has distributed 40 tons of food to 6,500 people in Togo, while in Burkina Faso it is preparing joint recovery activities together with UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) for affected farmers. 

WFP has worked with the Government, other UN agencies and non-governmental organization partners to give emergency aid to 18,000 homeless people in Mauritania, while in Niger it distributed food to 4,550. In Mali, it distributed food for 15,000 people in August and will provide further aid to 20,000 affected people over three months. 

UN-sponsored meeting seeks to link remote Asia-Pacific communities to Internet 

27 September - With only about 14,000 of the world’s estimated 170,000 community e-centres in Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations opened a two-day meeting today on establishing a regional knowledge network of the centres where people in the poorest and remotest areas, from farmers to students, gain access to computers and the Internet. 

The meeting, hosted by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) at the UN Conference Centre in Bangkok, seeks to help poor communities to make the most out of these e-centres, and to learn from each other’s good experiences. The number of such centres is expected to jump 10-fold in the next five years. 

UNESCAP Information, Communication and Space Technology Division Director Sivasankaran Thampi stressed that the meeting aims to enhance interconnection and collaboration. 

Community e-centres, also known by different names such as telecentres or community information centres, have already helped people living in remote areas to get much needed information and knowledge to improve their lives. 

Farmers, for examples, find crop market information to get better prices for their produce, students learn how to use computers to tap the vast source of information available in the Internet which places them in a better position in the job market, and women are empowered by the use of technology. 

The proposed regional knowledge network of e-centres aims to improve their effectiveness as a development tool and to maximize limited resources by networking with each other to share experience and products, including content such as market information and training materials.
Around 30 representatives of UN agencies, information and communication technology ministries, telecentres and telecentre associations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are participating in the meeting which is part of a project on knowledge networking through access points for disadvantaged communities being implemented by the UN through its five Regional Commissions in Africa, Europe, West Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Asia and the Pacific. 

More sports stars team up with UN agencies to fight poverty, HIV/AIDS 

27 September - More renowned sports figures are teaming up with United Nations agencies to help fight poverty, hunger and disease. 

Russian tennis champion Maria Sharapova, named a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN Development Programme (UNDP) earlier this year, has recruited United States basketball star LeBron James to “Team Up Against Poverty” on a new UNDP advertisement to garner support for achieving the eight Millennium Development Goals, which seek to slash poverty, hunger, infant and maternal mortality and a host of other ills by 2015. 

The awareness and fund-raising advertisements features celebrities from the world of sports, arts, fashion or business portrayed in teams of two by the world’s greatest professional photographers. 

Fifty celebrities, including UNDP Goodwill Ambassadors and soccer greats Ronaldo and Zidane, have already agreed to participate and are undertaking specific anti-poverty activities. 

The advertisements have been produced thanks to photographers, celebrities and advertising agencies who are donating their time and talent for the fight against poverty. Hundreds of newspapers and magazines have already published them worldwide. 

World-renowned photographers who have joined the campaign include Dominique Issermann, Peter Lindbergh, Sarah Moon, Satoshi Saikusa, Christian Moser, Ferdinando Scianna, Javier Vallhonrat, the late Jeanloup Sieff and Sebastiao Salgado. 

Meanwhile the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Futbol Club Barcelona have renewed the second year of their five year partnership with the handing over of this season’s team jersey bearing the UNICEF name and a pledge to give a further 1.5 million Euros for children. 

In 2006 FC Barcelona donated 1.5 million Euros to UNICEF. These funds were used to help children affected by AIDS in Swaziland, the country with the highest estimated HIV rate in the world. 

“The assistance from Barcelona is a timely investment in the national response to the HIV epidemic,” UNICEF Representative in Swaziland Jama Gulaid said. “It is already touching the lives of Swazi children in multiple ways - improving access to prevention, rapid diagnosis of HIV, live-skills education through sports, birth registration, water, and sanitation.” 

UNICEF in Swaziland used the funds to acquire laboratory equipment for testing blood samples and drugs for prophylaxis and anti-retroviral treatment. A community mobilization campaign was launched to improve use of Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission services and 23 new Neighbourhood Care Points were established to help protect more than 1,000 orphans and vulnerable children. 

The Care Points are like a home away from home where children receive psycho–social support, nutrition, non-formal education and basic health care. Additionally, they make orphaned and vulnerable children visible by creating awareness about their needs among community members, service providers, national leaders, civil society and international donors. 

The funds have also been used to train 885 community members as care givers to work in the Care Points. Some 5,000 school children have also had training in Life-skills Education and Sports and taken part in sports activities in 68 schools. 

The aid from these athletes is but the latest in a whole series of collaboration between UN agencies and world sport, which has seen the Cricket World Cup batting against HIV/AIDS, the European Swimming League in “a race against time” to prevent deaths from unclean water, and similar initiatives with the International Rugby Board, American football stars, marathon runners and Formula One auto racers. 

Murder of TV reporter in Baghdad is attack on human rights of Iraqi people – UN 

27 September - The head of the United Nations body mandated to protect press freedom today condemned the latest murder of a journalist in Iraq, calling it “an unacceptable attack on the human rights of the people” in a country where over 150 media workers are reported to have been killed since the United States-led invasion in 2003. 

Jawad al-Daami, a well-known poet who worked on cultural and social programmes for the independent Cairo-based television channel Al-Baghdadia in Baghdad, was shot in the head in the south-western neighbourhood of Al-Qadissiya on Sunday. 

“There can be no excuse for the killing of writers and poets, and I call on the authorities of Iraq to do all in their power to stem this intolerable blood-letting,” UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement. 

Mr. al-Daami, who had gone to Baghdad to attend a cultural conference, is the second employee of the channel to be killed in Iraq. So'oud Muzahim al-Shoumari, an Al-Baghdadia correspondent, was found dead in Baghdad’s southern district of Doura in April 2006, according to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). 

The CPJ says that at least 112 journalists, not including Mr. al-Daami, and 40 media support staffers have been killed in Iraq since March 2003. Eighty-five percent of those killed were Iraqis. 

Mr. Matsuura has issued frequent condemnations of the murder of journalists around the world. 
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Good afternoon.  The General Assembly Spokesperson should be here to take your questions if you should have them, following this briefing.
**Security Council
Yesterday, the Security Council, in consultations, was informed by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambari, that he would be leaving that evening for the region, and would seek to visit Myanmar.  And, as you know, he did leave shortly after he briefed the Council yesterday, and he is still in the air, heading towards the region.
The Council President, Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert of France, told reporters afterwards that Council members supported Gambari’s mission.  He added that Council members were concerned about the situation in Myanmar, and urged restraint.
The Council President is intending to speak to reporters at the stakeout at 12:30 today, to deliver a statement to the press concerning Lebanon.  That is something that we were asked to communicate to you.  So, 12:30 at the Security Council stakeout today.
**Secretary-General
Also at headquarters today, the Secretary-General this morning addressed the annual ministerial meeting of the Group of 77 and China, and he told the Group that, in recent weeks, volatility in financial markets has become a source of growing concern.  And instability and uncertainty in the global economy are being imported to the developing world, he warned.
The Secretary-General said that substantial efforts are needed to avoid a global economic slowdown, or even a recession.  These efforts must be coordinated and inclusive.  If we do not act accordingly, developing countries are likely to be the worst affected by any global slowdown.
He also thanked Pakistan for its leadership of the Group of 77 over the past year, and congratulated the incoming chair, Antigua and Barbuda.  We have his remarks upstairs.
We also have upstairs the Secretary-General’s remarks at the tenth anniversary of the Chemical Weapons Convention, an event that he called “a milestone in international efforts to achieve a world free of chemical weapons”.
And this afternoon, the Secretary-General will speak at the launch of the Foreign Policy and Global Health Initiative; he will thank the seven nations involved in the launch for coming together to use diplomacy in securing better health for all, particularly for the most vulnerable.
**ASEAN
The Secretary-General and his counterpart at the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are about to sign, in the next few minutes, a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a partnership for closer cooperation.  That signing ceremony will be witnessed by the Foreign Ministers of ASEAN, who will also hold a working luncheon with the Secretary-General today.
The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding demonstrates the commitment of both organizations to work together to promote regional peace and stability and to realize the Millennium Development Goals.  We’ll have copies of the Memorandum upstairs shortly, along with the Secretary General’s remarks at the lunch with the ASEAN Foreign Ministers.
**Kosovo
And finally, on the Secretary-General’s activities today, he will address this afternoon’s ministerial-level meeting of the Contact Group in Kosovo.  The Secretary-General is attending this meeting at the invitation of the Contact Group, which has organized the event here at UN Headquarters on the margins of the General Assembly.
** Sudan
And, from the field, we have today from Sudan, the UN Mission there reports that carjackings have been continuing in South Darfur over the past few days.  In one incident, the driver of a vehicle belonging to an international non-governmental organization was tied up and beaten.  He is now being treated at a UN clinic in Nyala.  A UN convoy was also attacked the same day.
Meanwhile, in West Darfur, as part of continuing efforts to reduce the risk of waterborne diseases following recent floods, UNICEF has taken part in hygiene promotion campaigns in several camps, and has also provided anti-malaria medicines and mosquito nets.
**UNEP
Meanwhile, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has announced the winners of its 2007 Sasakawa Prize.  The $200,000 award will be given to Ms. Jeunesse Park of South Africa and the Bangladeshi non-governmental organization Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha that helps poor and marginalized people in remote regions combat the effects of climate change.  There is more information on this award upstairs.
**Former Yugoslavia
And, the last item I have for you is that the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia has confirmed Trial Chamber judgement against former Kosovo Liberation Army members (Fatmir Limaj, Isak Musliu and Haradin Bala).  The three were indicted for crimes committed against Serb and Kosovo Albanian civilians in a prison camp between May and July 1998.
It dismissed all the appeals lodged by the parties, confirming acquittals of two of them (Limaj and Musliu), while affirming one’s (Bala) convictions for torture, cruel treatment and murder, and his sentence of 13 years.  There are more details with their identifications available upstairs.
I don’t have the list of press conferences, but I’m sure you can pick that up upstairs in our office.  And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions for me?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  What is the status of Gambari’s trip?  Does he have a visa?  Do you have any more information on that?
Deputy Spokesperson:  I don’t have anything for you just yet.  We’re still working on that issue and, as I mentioned, Mr. Gambari is still on his way to the region and I’m hoping to have an answer for you shortly.
[The Deputy Spokesperson later announced that the Secretary-General had been informed by the Foreign Minister of Myanmar that Mr. Gambari will be welcomed by the Myanmar Government, and the Secretary-General was pleased with this cooperation.  She then read out a statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General:
The Secretary-General is pleased that the Government of Myanmar has agreed to a visit by his Special Adviser, Ibrahim Gambari, beginning 29 September.  He calls on the authorities to engage in a constructive dialogue with his Special Adviser and to commit to a path of peaceful and inclusive national reconciliation.]
Question:  Has the Secretary-General set a sort of timetable for Mr. Gambari to receive access to the country before recalling him?
Deputy Spokesperson:  I have nothing beyond his statement.  All I can say is that the Secretary-General, through his good offices, is committed to intensify his efforts, his assistance, in the process, with a view to promoting national reconciliation, the restoration of democracy and full respect for human rights in Myanmar.
Question:  I want to follow up on that and something else.  When he met with the Foreign Minister of Myanmar yesterday, can you, you said there would be some readout on that.  Did this issue come up?
Deputy Spokesperson:  It was a tête-à-tête.  It was just between the Secretary-General and the Foreign Minister. 
Question:  The other thing I wanted to ask is that, yesterday, the President of Côte d’Ivoire, Laurent Gbagbo, in an interview off-site, is that, the story said, two days ago, he met with Ban Ki-moon and that the two have decided who will be the next SRSG for Côte d’Ivoire.  The decision is made.  So, I’m asking, I wonder, since the President of Côte d’Ivoire has said it, if you can confirm that that’s taken place and, obviously, if you can say who it is.
Deputy Spokesperson:  I don’t have an announcement yet of the next Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire.  As soon as I have it…
Question: If the President said…?
Deputy Spokesperson:  I don’t have an announcement yet.
Question:  There seems to be tension mounting again between Eritrea and Ethiopia over their border disputes, and some observers are fearful that, in the next few months, war might erupt.  What is being done in the context of Article 99, the good offices of the Secretary-General to head off such conflict?
Deputy Spokesperson:  I’ll have to get you an update on any activities that may be under way, in that regard.  I don’t have anything for today.  So, if there are no other questions for me… Yes, Matthew?
Question:  In the Sudan, the Government has reportedly told aid workers that they should accept military escort in Darfur, given the violence there.  So, I’m wondering whether the UN system or John Holmes, or whoever is in charge of humanitarian, if they have any position on whether humanitarian groups there should, you know, travel under the protection, or only under the protection of the Sudanese Government.
Deputy Spokesperson:  I have not seen a report, so I can’t confirm if that is something that has been conveyed to the UN humanitarian staff on the ground.  In principle, regardless of the situation, humanitarian workers need to have neutrality and reach the victims of conflict.
Question:  One last thing, just on this, and this issue of the use of this room by the French Mission in a way that excluded journalists, has any communication or complaint been made to the French Mission about that?  Or to DPI?  Or your Office?
Deputy Spokesperson:  I think I said what I needed to say on that issue yesterday.
Question:  But I thought it was said that something was going to be communicated to them.  Was that the communication to them?  Mr. [Kiyo] Akasaka?
Deputy Spokesperson:  I did not say that.  Mr. Akasaka, I know, met with the United Nations Correspondents Association (UNCA) President yesterday, so you may want to follow up with your President. If there are no other questions, Janos, the General Assembly Spokesperson is here to answer your questions.
Briefing by the Spokesperson for the General Assembly President
Thank you, Marie.  I actually came because you had a couple of questions yesterday.  But let me start with the following.
**General Assembly
The General Assembly is in the third day of its general debate and keeping with its schedule of going through the list of speakers as set for each session.  The debate is expected to conclude next week, Wednesday, on 3 October.  Following that, the Assembly will have a two-day high-level dialogue on interreligious and intercultural understanding and cooperation for peace.  That will be on 4 and 5 October.  I’ll give you more details on that meeting as we get closer to the date.
The President is using the occasion of the general debate and the presence of Heads of State, Heads of Government and ministers to hold a number of bilateral meetings.  While short in nature and characterized in diplomacy as courtesy calls, these brief discussions also allow for the two sides to focus on the priority issues before the Assembly, especially climate change, the special leaders summit on the Millennium Development Goals set for next year, financing for development and management reforms, including the reform of the Security Council.
And now I go to the questions that basically Matthew had yesterday.
**Walkouts
One was on “walkouts”.  And here what we have is that we actually don’t keep track of “walkouts”, because it is really up to every Member State to decide whether they are staying in the plenary or going somewhere else, depending on how busy they are, how many representatives they may have, etc.  So, this also means that we are not interpreting empty chairs or desks in any way.  You would have to ask each and every Member State why they were not there and what was the reason.
**Size of Delegations
On the size of the delegations, this is also something that Matthew had.  Here again, I think I was mentioning this already yesterday.  There is no limit imposed on the number of people put forward by Member States as part of their delegation.  Delegations, though, should be composed of no more than five representatives and five alternate representatives, but as many advisers, technical advisers and experts or other persons of a similar status as they may require.  Limitations may be on the number of people who are getting passes for the plenary or when there are bilateral meetings, special meetings, then the two sides may decide on, apart from their principals, how many others may attend.  But, otherwise, no limit.
That’s all I have and if you have any other questions, please.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Yesterday, I raised the question, if the President of the General Assembly feels that that particular issue with the, his country’s President, there was a conflict of interest and he should, if he had a moral obligation, to just give his position to one of the Vice-Presidents and let him call upon the President of FYROM [former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia].
Spokesperson:  The President has no further comment on this issue.  He feels he made his views clear in the statement that we had yesterday.  That’s all I have for you.
Question:  You indicated that there would be a meeting on 4 and 5 October and I know you will be giving the details later.  Are there any goals set for those meetings?
Spokesperson:  Yes, there are certain objectives set for that high-level dialogue and I will give you those when I have a little bit more detail for you when we go into it next week. There is already some background information available on the high-level dialogue on the web, including on the objectives and the format, and you can access that through the General Assembly website, so there’s that information. 
Question:  I’m not asking about the goals for the Alliance of Civilization.  I’m asking about the goals for this meeting.
Spokesperson:  No, no, no.  I mean this particular meeting.  Yes, you can find some background information already on this particular meeting on the website, so that is available.  Matthew?
Question:  There’s something that the President of Bolivia has said, I guess in his speech for the GA, that he had some problems, visa issues, in terms of getting his delegation to the US.  So, I guess I’m asking again, has that given rise to any Host Country Committee filing?  I mean he said it in his speech that Bolivia had been…
Spokesperson:  The last time we checked, which was Monday, we did not hear of any complaints as far as the Host Country Committee is concerned.  I don’t have any more updates on that.  I don’t know whether they received anything in the meantime.
And just back to the question that was just raised.  I looked through my notes on the high-level dialogue.  Yes, there is a concept note on the web and that includes the objectives for that particular dialogue.  So it is available.  I don’t know if you want me to read it out loud or…
Question:  The Alliance of Civilization…?
Spokesperson:  No.  These are particular objectives aimed for the high-level dialogue itself, for that particular meeting on the 4 and 5 October.  As I said, I’ll get you all the details on that as we go closer to the meeting itself.  But if you’re, in the meantime, interested, a lot of material is already available on the website.
No more questions? Then thank you very much for your attention. 
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