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LaJornada (Mexico):Sacan de México oficina regional del PNUMA; la llevan a Panamá

El gobierno federal no hizo lo necesario para retener la sede, de acuerdo con Greenpeace


Después 32 años de operación en México, la oficina regional del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) cerró sus instalaciones, y desde ayer trabaja en Panamá.

Así, la importancia del tema podría disminuir aquí, ya que deja de ser sede de una oficina determinante en las políticas del sector, señaló el Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental (Cemda).

En México sólo quedó un despacho del PNUMA a cargo del especialista Enrique Left, quien se desempañaba como coordinador de la Red de Formación Ambiental del programa.

Esta medida sería la primera de una serie de cambios que se darán como parte de la política de Naciones Unidas.

Además Panamá estaría dando facilidades para el establecimiento de las oficinas en su territorio; entre los apoyos del gobierno de ese país centroamericano están instalaciones gratuitas y exención del pago de impuestos.

El PNUMA ha impulsado el desarrollo de políticas del rubro de los países de la región, pero en particular en México, ya que, de acuerdo con organizaciones ambientalistas, la presencia de la sede regional en el país aceleró este proceso. Un ejemplo es que era usual la presencia de su director, Ricardo Sánchez, en el anuncio de programas y acciones gubernamentales del sector.

Tras la Cumbre de Río de 1992, y como una exigencia del PNUMA de que las naciones contarán con ministerios de Medio Ambiente, en México se creó en 1994 la secretaría del ramo y paulatinamente el país se adhirió a diversos convenios internacionales, como el de Montreal, sobre los fluorocarbonos, y el de Cartagena, en torno a la biodiversidad; además, se estableció la legislación ambiental.

El PNUMA se formó como resultado de las negociaciones de la primera conferencia de Naciones Unidas sobre el Medio Humano, celebrada en 1972 en Estocolmo. Ahí se recomendó la creación de una agencia ambiental y como resolución de la Asamblea General se estableció el PNUMA, cuya sede central está en Kenia y se decidió que para América Latina y el Caribe la sede regional sería México, donde se abrió en 1974.

El medio ambiente comenzó a ser una preocupación de los gobiernos a finales de los años 60, por lo que, tras la conferencia de Estocolmo, los países industrializados determinaron incorporar el tema en sus políticas.

Aunque la Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales no se ha pronunciado al respecto, las organizaciones ambientalistas lamentaron la salida de México de esa oficina.

Para Gustavo Alanís, director del Cemda, "puede tratarse de una medida administrativa" de la ONU tendiente a reducir costos, personal, "pero para México significa la pérdida de un anclaje del medio ambiente para toda la región".

Consideró que desde aquí el PNUMA emitía las directrices en la materia. "Se pierde esta posibilidad y tener más marcados los temas a nivel nacional", así como mayor presencia mediática.

Alanís aseveró que "se baja el perfil del tema en el país, a pesar de que empezaba a posicionarse, lo cual sigue siendo un reto". Además, tener la oficina en México "era parte de la presión para el gobierno y el sector empresarial" en cuanto a la aplicación de políticas ambientales.

Agregó que no se debe perder de vista que la mexicana Alicia Bárcena está muy cerca del secretario general de la ONU y se trata de una persona muy ligada al tema ambiental, ya que fue subsecretaria de Ecología en el gobierno de Carlos Salinas.

De acuerdo con Greenpeace, aunque se trata de una decisión de la cancillería, el gobierno no hizo lo necesario para retener al PNUMA, a pesar de los beneficios que ha dado al país, como la capacitación a funcionarios y la realización de investigaciones.

El PNUMA señala en el informe Geo que "durante los últimos 30 años se han dado avances sustanciales en la región, incluyendo el proceso de institucionalización de los temas ambientales, la creación de ministerios de Medio Ambiente, el aumento de áreas naturales bajo protección, la incorporación constitucional de los derechos ambientales junto con el desarrollo del aparato legatario y una opinión pública cada vez más informada y alerta. Sin embargo, también hay conciencia de que la situación sigue siendo grave y queda mucho por hacer".

Indica que "hoy América Latina y el Caribe enfrentan una paradoja: la economía no ha logrado crecer en forma sostenida, la pobreza y la inseguridad han aumentado y el deterioro ambiental se ha agravado".

__________________________________________________________________________

DiarioDigital RD:¿Es necesario un nuevo órgano mundial?

Chirac propuso crear la Onuma el 12 de diciembre en París

Por Julio Godoy*

IPS/Diario DigitalRD.Com martes 9 de enero de 2007, 11:29:19 AM (AST)

PARÍS, ene (Tierramérica) - La creación de una nueva organización de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Onuma), propuesta por el presidente de Francia, Jacques Chirac, divide a los ambientalistas.

  
Unos consideran que sería útil para afrontar los desafíos del deterioro ambiental global pero otros la ven como una propuesta redundante y una maniobra política Chirac de cara a las elecciones generales francesas previstas para abril y mayo.

Chirac propuso crear la Onuma el 12 de diciembre en París, tras una reunión con el comité organizador de la Conferencia Internacional del Medio Ambiente, que el gobierno francés prepara para febrero.

Según Chirac, esa conferencia, en la que participarán representantes de unos 60 países, y de numerosas organizaciones internacionales y no gubernamentales, deberá presentar "un inventario de la situación del ambiente global y de su inquietante degradación, y presentar propuestas políticas prioritarias aceptables en el plano internacional".

La conferencia de París también debería, según Chirac, "afirmar claramente que un gran número de países desea disponer de una Onuma que disponga de los medios materiales para actuar y hacer respetar cierto número de reglas esenciales para el futuro de nuestra biosfera".

Entre los países participantes en la conferencia de febrero aparecen economías emergentes --como Sudáfrica, Brasil, China, e India-- y que, según versiones no oficiales, se oponen a la creación de la Onuma.

Aunque Chirac propuso crear la Onuma ya en 2002, durante la Asamblea General de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) en Nueva York, hasta hoy permanecen en la penumbra las tareas precisas que tendría esta nueva entidad, y que no sean ya asumidas por instituciones multilaterales existentes.

Entre ellas, el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma), el Grupo Intergubernamental de Expertos sobre el Cambio Climático (IPCC), o los distintos secretariados responsables de la vigilancia y administración de normativas internacionales como el Protocolo de Kyoto o el Convenio sobre la Diversidad Biológica.

"Crear una nueva agencia internacional para la protección ambiental es superfluo. Existen propuestas coherentes de política ambiental, pero falta voluntad de los centros de poder para aplicarlas", dijo a Tierramérica Catherine Reymonet, de Amigos de la Tierra.

Junto con numerosos ambientalistas franceses, Reymonet escribió recientemente una carta pública a Chirac, reprochándole la discrepancia entre su discurso pro-ambiente y las políticas implementadas durante su mandato.

Entre otras cosas, Reymonet recordó a Chirac su intervención constante en favor de subvenciones europeas para la agricultura intensiva, así como la incapacidad de su gobierno de concebir y aplicar una política de transportes que reduzca el consumo de combustibles fósiles y, consecuentemente, la emisión de dióxido de carbono, y que de prioridad a sistemas colectivos, como el tren.

Para Michel Noblecourt, jefe de redacción del diario Midi Libre, que pertenece al grupo Le Monde, la propuesta de Chirac se inscribe en la campaña que concluirá en abril con la elección de un nuevo presidente y un nuevo parlamento.

"La protección ambiental se ha convertido en un tema esencial de la campaña electoral", escribió Noblecourt en el editorial del diario el 13 de diciembre, un día después de la reunión de Chirac con el comité organizador de la conferencia.

"Cada candidato sueña con (aparecer como) el perfecto defensor del ambiente... Cuidado con las promesas de campaña", advirtió el analista.

Pero aunque Chirac, quien fue electo presidente por primera vez en 1995 y renovó su mandato en 2002, podría presentarse a la elección presidencial de abril y mayo de 2007, sus chances de ganarla son mínimas, tanto por su edad --cumplió 76 años el 29 de noviembre-- como por su baja popularidad.

Bajo la presidencia de Chirac, Francia ha penado para cumplir sus compromisos de reducción de emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero en el marco del Protocolo de Kyoto, o de reducción de nitratos en las fuentes de agua, según las normas de la Unión Europea.

Algunos analistas estiman que las organizaciones ambientales internacionales existentes, entre ellas el Pnuma, trabajan bien, y solamente necesitan un apoyo decidido de las instancias políticas, especialmente en los países industrializados como Francia.

Pero algunos grupos de activistas discrepan. "La ONU no dispone de una agencia especializada en el tema; el Pnuma es solamente un órgano intermediario, sin medios financieros y capacidad normativa", dijo a Tierramérica Susan George, presidenta del Instituto Trasnacional, un grupo contra la globalización.

"El mundo necesita una institución internacional sólida, legítima y democrática, para impedir las guerras por las fuentes de energía, la privatización y la degradación ambiental alarmante", señaló.

Fuentes del Pnuma contactadas por Tierramérica en París declinaron opinar sobre la propuesta de Chirac.

Para George "más temprano que tarde, una organización mundial para el ambiente verá la luz del día".

"En el plano internacional, las competencias ambientales son muy dispersas y débiles, lo que hace que su sistema de gobierno actual sea incoherente, sin una visión global, fragmentado y opaco, sin autoridad y sin legitimidad. Administrado por todo el mundo, el ambiente, en realidad, no está protegido por nadie", concluyó la activista. * El autor es corresponsal de IPS. Este artículo fue publicado originalmente el 6 de enero por la red latinoamericana de diarios de Tierramérica. (FIN/2007)

__________________________________________________________________________
La Razon (Madrid): Naciones Unidas anima a plantar mil millones de árboles este año

10.01.2007

Madrid- Los árboles absorben parte de las emisiones de dióxido de carbono (CO2) que emite el hombre, regulan la temperatura y la humedad y ayudan a reducir los decibelios (dB) de más, al tratarse de una barrera acústica natural. Ante estas ventajas, y con el objetivo de tratar de reducir, o al menos ralentizar, los efectos del cambio climático, el Programa de Medio Ambiente de Naciones Unidas (UNEP son sus siglas en inglés) ha puesto en marcha un programa para conseguir que durante 2007 se planten en el mundo 1.000 millones de árboles, informa Servimedia.

   La idea partió de la premio Nobel de la Paz en 2004, la dirigente ecologista de Kenia Wangari Maathai, fundadora de un movimiento que ha plantado más de 30 millones de árboles en 12 países africanos desde 1977.

   Un objetivo común

   La ONU anima a particulares, organizaciones juveniles, escuelas, organizaciones no gubernamentales, granjeros, autoridades locales y nacionales a sumarse a esta iniciativa medioambiental comunicando sus «donaciones» de árboles on-line a la página web de la UNEP. De hecho, el pasado 31 de diciembre esta web contabilizó más de 125.000.000 de árboles.

   Todos los participantes recibirán un certificado acreditativo y en la web se publicarán sus fotos y relatos sobre lo que han hecho. La UNEP verificará que los árboles plantados salen adelante.

   La campaña anima a plantar árboles adecuados al medio ambiente, para lo cual se facilitarán enlaces con organizaciones especializadas en reforestación, a fin de obtener el asesoramiento necesario.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
Independent Online: EU: Climate change will transform the face of the continent 

By Michael McCarthy and Stephen Castle 

Published: 10 January 2007 

Europe, the richest and most fertile continent and the model for the modern world, will be devastated by climate change, the European Union predicts today. 

The ecosystems that have underpinned all European societies from Ancient Greece and Rome to present-day Britain and France, and which helped European civilisation gain global pre-eminence, will be disabled by remorselessly rising temperatures, EU scientists forecast in a remarkable report which is as ominous as it is detailed.

Much of the continent's age-old fertility, which gave the world the vine and the olive and now produces mountains of grain and dairy products, will not survive the climate change forecast for the coming century, the scientists say, and its wildlife will be devastated.

Europe's modern lifestyles, from summer package tours to winter skiing trips, will go the same way, they say, as the Mediterranean becomes too hot for holidays and snow and ice disappear from mountain ranges such as the Alps - with enormous economic consequences. The social consequences will also be felt as heat-related deaths rise and extreme weather events, such as storms and floods, become more violent.

The report, stark and uncompromising, marks a step change in Europe's own role in pushing for international action to combat climate change, as it will be used in a bid to commit the EU to ambitious new targets for cutting emissions of greenhouse gases.

The European Commission wants to hold back the rise in global temperatures to 2C above the pre-industrial level (at present, the level is 0.6C). To do that, it wants member states to commit to cutting back emissions of carbon dioxide, the principal greenhouse gas, to 30 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020, as long as other developed countries agree to do the same.

Failing that, the EU would observe a unilateral target of a 20 per cent cut.

The Commission president, José Manuel Barroso, gave US President George Bush a preview of the new policy during a visit to the White House this week.

The force of today's report lies in its setting out of the scale of the continent-wide threat to Europe's "ecosystem services".

That is a relatively new but powerful concept, which recognises essential elements of civilised life - such as food, water, wood and fuel - which may generally be taken for granted, are all ultimately dependent on the proper functioning of ecosystems in the natural world. Historians have recognised that Europe was particularly lucky in this respect from the start, compared to Africa or pre-Columbian America - and this was a major reason for Europe's rise to global pre-eminence.

"Climate change will alter the supply of European ecosystem services over the next century," the report says. "While it will result in enhancement of some ecosystem services, a large portion will be adversely impacted because of drought, reduced soil fertility, fire, and other climate change-driven factors.

"Europe can expect a decline in arable land, a decline in Mediterranean forest areas, a decline in the terrestrial carbon sink and soil fertility, and an increase in the number of basins with water scarcity. It will increase the loss of biodiversity."

The report predicts there will be some European "winners" from climate change, at least initially. In the north of the continent, agricultural yields will increase with a lengthened growing season and a longer frost-free period. Tourism may become more popular on the beaches of the North Sea and the Baltic as the Mediterranean becomes too hot, and deaths and diseases related to winter cold will fall.

But the negative effects will far outweigh the advantages. Take tourism. The report says "the zone with excellent weather conditions, currently located around the Mediterranean (in particular for beach tourism) will shift towards the north". And it spells out the consequences.

"The annual migration of northern Europeans to the countries of the Mediterranean in search of the traditional summer 'sun, sand and sea' holiday is the single largest flow of tourists across the globe, accounting for one-sixth of all tourist trips in 2000. This large group of tourists, totalling about 100 million per annum, spends an estimated €100bn (£67bn) per year. Any climate-induced change in these flows of tourists and money would have very large implications for the destinations involved."

While they are losing their tourists, the countries of the Med may also be losing their agriculture. Crop yields may drop sharply as drought conditions, exacerbated by more frequent forest fires, make farming ever more difficult. And that is not the only threat to Europe's food supplies. Some stocks of coldwater fish in areas such as the North Sea will move northwards as the water warms.

There are many more direct threats, the report says. The cost of taking action to cope with sea-level rise will run into billions of euros. Furthermore, "for the coming decades, it is predicted the magnitude and frequency of extreme weather events will increase, and floods will likely be more frequent and severe in many areas across Europe."

The number of people affected by severe flooding in the Upper Danube area is projected to increase by 242,000 in a more extreme 3C temperature rise scenario, and by 135,000 in the case of a 2.2C rise. The total cost of damage would rise from €47.5bn to €66bn in the event of a 3C increase.

Although fewer people would die of cold in the north, that would be more than offset by increased mortality in the south. Under the more extreme scenario of a 3C increase in 2071-2100 relative to 1961-1990, there would be 86,000 additional deaths. 

__________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian: What's happened to winter?
Tuesday January 9, 2007

We're supposed to be deep in January gloom, but across the country lambs are gambolling and daffodils are blooming. Is it El Niño? Global Warming? By Patrick Barkham 



Hedgehogs shun hibernation to gambol amongst blooming daffodils. Cherry trees blossom and red admiral butterflies soar in the balmy breeze. From sheep to parrots, creatures pop out unseasonal sprogs. January is the new March, and not just in Britain: as Arctic ice retreats, ice rinks are closed across the pond; New Yorkers bask in 22C heat.

And it seems that things are only going to get hotter. In England, 2006 was the warmest year since records began in 1659. The Met Office is predicting that 2007 will be the hottest ever year with a global average temperature of 14.54C, beating the average of 14C and the previous highest of 14.52C in 1998. So what happened to our winter?

Article continues
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In the US, this unseasonal heat has been blamed by some weather experts on El Niño, the natural warming of the surface water in the tropical eastern Pacific which happens every three to 10 years or so and changes winds and rainfall patterns. Extra heat comes out of the ocean into the air, causing a temporary global warming.

El Niño's legacy tends to be pronounced in the Americas and is also linked to more typhoons in the Pacific and droughts in Australia. In Europe, however, its effects are harder to unpick from other phenomena, such as the recent warming of the Atlantic Ocean, according to David Parker of the Met Office's Hadley Centre for Climate Change.

"El Niño may have contributed to there being more south-westerly winds [bringing mild weather] at this stage of the winter, but El Niño has a tendency to make cold snaps more likely in the second half of the winter," he says.

Cold snaps? Eh? When? Well, according to a spokesman for the Met Office, they may be coming: El Niño "may lead to an increased frequency of cold snaps" in Britain in late January and February, he says.

Piers Corbyn of Weather Action, the long-range forecast service that challenges many forecasting orthodoxies, agrees. "Our long-range forecast for this month was: starting mild, wet and windy, like it is, turning much colder certainly in eastern parts by the middle of the month with mild, wet and windy weather at the end," he says. Next week he predicts a flurry of snow or rain in the east and south - bringing death to many unseasonal plants and insects.

If you are startled by spring in the city, don't read too much into it, Corbyn cautions. "There's now so much central heating that observations about global warming made in cities are not very significant."

So what about global warming? The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change estimates that increased concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere will lead to a man-made warming of 1.5C to 5.8C above 1990 levels by the end of this century. One warm British winter does not herald global climate change, but it is probably not a good sign. "If it carries on like this, we could experience a year without a winter for the first time," says Dr David Viner of the University of East Anglia's climatic research unit.

He agrees that there could still be a cold snap but argues that what we are experiencing fits the pattern of warming and us hitting the upper end of the 1.5C to 5.8C temperature range forecast by the IPCC. "The pathway we're following is the high end [of that range]," says Dr Viner. "It's very bad news".

________________________________________________________________________

BBC News: Living in a carbon neutral home 

9 January, 2007

As a minister meets the building industry to discuss ways to make new housing more energy efficient, artist Clare Bull explains what it is like to live in the country's first environmental showhome. 
It contains hundreds of environmentally-friendly features including a solar thermal system which provides 50% of the energy needed for water heating. 

The experience I had in the EcoHouse was fantastic. I'm very keen on environmental issues and really want to reduce my carbon footprint. 

The EcoHouse is a showhome but I lived there is if it was my real house and it was inspiring to see how easy it was to live like this. 

All the energy in the house was from an environmentally-friendly source. My previous house was not eco-friendly in any way and this was something I really wanted to learn about. 

The thing about the EcoHouse is that it isn't that different from a normal house. Daily life isn't affected really because you are living in a way that helps the environment. 

Compost toilet 

If you walked around it you wouldn't realise you were in a home that wasn't normal. The heating is exactly the same as it would be and you control it in the same way, except it's coming from a renewable source. 

There is a photovoltaic system and solar panels on the roof. The photovoltaic system uses energy from the sun to provide electricity and the solar panels heat water. 

I never had any problem at all with the heating. 

In the bathroom there is a compost toilet. Moisture and any smells are sucked away by a fan and the rest is kept in a container where it turns to dust. 

Every three months or so you can empty the dust into your garden. 

There are taps which immediately switch off when your hands are not under them so water is not wasted. 

In the cupboard I had three bins. One for compost, one for recycling and a landfill bin. So it just meant you had to divide your rubbish up before throwing it away. 

The only thing I would say is that the wind turbine on the roof was a bit noisy. I would recommend people think carefully where they put them if they buy one. 

Overall living in the house was easy, apart from the visitors occasionally tramping through, as it was a showhome. 

I could see a future where homes like this are common. But people will need to do much more even than this to help the environment. [image: image2.png]



__________________________________________________________________________
New York Times: Dell Says Plant a Tree, Help the Environment 

By DAMON DARLIN
Published: January 10, 2007

LAS VEGAS, Jan. 9 — Michael S. Dell, who made his name building computers, has a new goal: planting trees.

In a speech Tuesday at the Consumer Electronics Show here, Mr. Dell urged the electronics industry to foster the planting of trees to offset the effect on the environment of the energy consumed by the devices they make.

He said Dell, the computer company he founded, would begin a program called “Plant a Tree for Me,” asking customers to donate $2 for every notebook computer they buy and $6 for every desktop PC. The money would be given to the Conservation Fund and the Carbonfund, two nonprofit groups that promote ways to reduce or offset carbon emissions, to buy and plant trees. 

Mr. Dell said the trees would absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, offsetting the equivalent emissions from the production of electricity for computers over three years.

“I challenge every PC vendor in the industry to join us in providing free recycling,” Mr. Dell said. “This is a better way than government regulation.” 

Dell intends to cover the administrative costs of the program. Mr. Dell was not able to estimate those costs. 

Customers in the United States will be given the chance to donate when they place an order for a Dell PC. Mr. Dell also said the program would be expanded in April to consumers overseas.

Mr. Dell said in an interview before the speech that the tree-planting idea came up when he and Kevin B. Rollins, Dell’s chief executive, discussed the company’s efforts to recycle and reduce the use of various chemicals like brominated flame retardants and polyvinyl chloride. He said he thought, “This would be a fantastic way for our customers to get involved.” 

Mr. Dell said, “I am personally interested in the environment, but I have to give credit to our customers who have encouraged us in this direction.”

Dell offers its customers free recycling of their old computers. Dell said it wants to recover about 275 million pounds of old computers from customers by 2009. “We’re on track, a little ahead, in fact, to meet our goal,” he said. 

In his speech, Mr. Dell appealed to the telecommunications industry to speed its efforts to lay high-speed fiber cable that would provide more capacity for content like movies and videos over the Internet to the home. 

“I applaud the telecommunications companies that are driving fiber to the home, and I encourage the entire telecom industry to step up and make such fiber available much more broadly,” he said. 

He noted that high-speed networks are already available in the Czech Republic, Denmark, Dubai, France, Iceland, Japan, Kuwait, Romania and Slovenia, while the United States lags behind. He said that just 44 percent of American households have a high-speed broadband connection and that only 1 percent of those homes have a fiber connection. 

________________________________________________________________________

LE MONDE : 3 600 morts : pollution meurtrière à Téhéran

LE MONDE | 09.01.07 

Environ 3 600 personnes sont mortes à cause de la pollution en novembre à Téhéran, l'une des villes les plus polluées du monde. Selon Mohammad Hadi Heydarzadeh, responsable du comité de l'air pur à la mairie de la capitale iranienne, "durant ce mois, 4 500 personnes sont mortes à Téhéran après avoir eu une crise cardiaque, et 80 % d'entre elles ont eu leur crise cardiaque à cause de la pollution de l'air". "C'est une crise très grave qui peut être assimilée à un suicide collectif", a-t-il affirmé. Le nombre des décès liés à la pollution est en forte augmentation par rapport aux années passées. La principale cause en est le dégagement de monoxyde de carbone par les voitures, qui crée des problèmes respiratoires. Selon le chef de la police routière, on compte 1,3 million de voitures vétustes en circulation dans la capitale.

________________________________________________________________________

Al Jazeera: Australia's battle with drought  

10 January 2007.
 


Six years of drought have devastated muchof rural Australia

Australia is in the grip of a drought the country's prime minister has called "the worst in a century". In some states, it has lasted for six years driving many rural areas into recession and dozens of farmers to the brink of suicide.

Al Jazeera's Dan Nolan visited some of the worst-hit areas to see how people are coping.

In a drought as long as this one, rain can be a farmer's worst enemy. Too much at the wrong time is fatal.

A rare thunderstorm during a freak cold snap killed 100 of Gordon Walker's sheep. When the rain soaked their drought-ravaged bodies, they froze to death.

The much-needed storm water quickly ran off and evaporated leaving his 40,000 hectare property in far western Queensland, as dry as ever.

"This area here should have eight inches of grass all over it," Walker says pointing to a stretch of barren, parched earth. But there's not a blade of grass in sight and the red soil makes it resemble a scene from Mars. 

Walker has now resorted to cutting down mulga trees with a chainsaw so his starving cattle can eat the leaves. He also feeds them cotton seed - a cheap substitute for grain that is marginally more nutritious than the mulga leaves.

"It's a bit better than starvation. It's just a keep 'em alive situation that's all you can do I suppose," he says.

His pregnant wife Bernadette tells of the emotional toll the drought is taking on her and the couple's two-year-old daughter, Alexandria.

"Everything comes back to the drought. You're arguing so much more and you can't go and see friends and you can't afford to ring people and people don't understand anyway so you don't want to ring anyone," Bernadette said.

Isolation is a common feeling in Australia's remote farming areas and contributes to the high rate of suicide. Bernadette says it is something she has considered.

"It's like any major tragedy or disaster it's that heartbreaking," she says. "And when there's nowhere to turn it is an option and you've gotta consider all your options."

Thankfully the Walkers have never attempted that option but many others do. 

The statistics say that one Australian farmer commits suicide every four days but rural counsellors such as Brian Egan believe the figure is much higher.

He runs a charity called Aussie Helpers providing food for starving stock and an understanding ear for depressed farmers.

"There's been men living by themselves and I've found them hanging in a shed where they've just killed themselves or I've found a couple of people gassed in a car," he says. "It's very tragic and these deaths are not publicised at all.

Egan himself almost became a statistic too.

After losing his own farm in the 1990s he attempted suicide and spent a year in hospital recovering from depression.

Anti-depressant drugs did nothing to help him shake off "the beast" as he calls it, so his doctors came up with a new idea.

"The programme they set out for me was to go out and help people who I thought were worse off than myself.

At the time, he says, "I thought that was a bit of a joke because I didn't think anyone could be worse off than I was," he said. But the new medicine worked. 

Egan began to recover and five years later Aussie Helpers is distributing half a million dollars in aid to needy farmers.

Virtually every cent donated is given back to farmers with Egan  refusing to take a wage for doing something he says is saving his life.

"I don't think that I'd be here if I wasn't doing this," Egan says. "We've never set out to save the world. I think our job is to keep on visiting farmers, give a bit of counselling, help whenever we can with food and fodder and just keep their spirits up."

According to Bernadette Walker, it is working.

"He understands what we're going through," she says. 

"He's doing what he can for us, he can't make it rain but he can bring some coffee or some nappies or something so we don't have to spend money on that."

Bernadette, like every Australian farming family struggling for survival, is clinging onto the hope that drought-breaking rain will soon arrive. But the soil is now so dry that it will take regular steady rain spread over 3 months to bring an end to the misery. 

"I don't think there's many emotional resources left to go on for too much longer. We don't know when it's going to end. Do we just give up or do we keep fighting?" she asks.

Only time – and the weather - will tell.

________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse: Confused by warm winter Swedish bears hibernate two months late 

Tue Jan 9, 1:29 PM ET 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Brown bears at one of Sweden's most popular safari parks, confused by an exceptionally mild winter, have finally gone into hibernation more than two months late despite unseasonally high temperatures, the park said. 

"They're all asleep now ... although we have not yet had any ground frost, the lack of daylight means they are not as active as they are in spring and summer," Kolmaarden Safari Park curator Lennart Sunden told AFP.

Located 90 miles (150 kilometres) south of Stockholm, Kolmaarden is home to 10 brown bears that usually hibernate from the end of October until April.

After a record warm autumn, southern Sweden reported temperatures of between five and 10 degrees Celsius above average in December, according to the Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute (SMHI).

He said the animals gradually wound down during December, coming out of their dens for food less frequently.

"We stopped giving them food at the end of December as they were so inactive," Sunden said.

Sunden however did not expect the delay in their sleeping pattern to have any long term effect on the animals.

"They sleep to save energy. We expect them to wake up just as normal depending on the weather. If it's warm ... they'll wake up earlier than if it's cooler," Sunden said.

Sweden's other zoological parks had reported similar disruption to bears' sleeping patterns, Sunden added.

There are some 50 brown bears living in captivity in Sweden and a further 2,500 in the wild.
=================================================================
Agence France-Presse Japan calls for new system to manage global environment

01/09/2007 04:03:56

English Wire via NewsEdge Corporation :

WASHINGTON, Jan 8, 2007 (AFP) - Japanese Finance Minister Koji  Omi called

Monday for a "new" and "practical" system to manage the  global environment that went beyond the Kyoto Protocol and included  the United States, China and India.

He said that the Kyoto Protocol covered only about 30 percent of  the

world's total current carbon emissions and that the ratio was  projected to decline further as emissions from developing countries  increased.

Named after Japan's former capital where it was negotiated in  1997, the

Kyoto Protocol is a landmark treaty that mandates cuts in  greenhouse gas by developed countries.

But the United States and Australia have boycotted the Kyoto  Protocol,

Saying it is unfair because it makes no demands of  fast-growing developing countries such as China and India.

Speaking at a forum of the Washington-based Center for Strategic  and

International Studies, Omi said "it is important to go beyond  the Kyoto

Protocol to create a new, practical and effective  framework in which all

countries, including the United States, China   and India, will

participate."

He called on the United States, the world's most powerful  nation, both

economically and militarily, to play a "critical role"  to tackle the issue as well as other challenges, such as rapidly  depleting natural resources and an energy crunch, terrorism, nuclear non-proliferation and security balance.

"Japan would like to encourage this leadership and we are  willing to throw our support behind the US," he said. "Without  American leadership, these difficult tasks cannot be accomplished."

The United States is the world's largest source of greenhouse  gas,

Emitting 36.1 percent of the total in 1990.

Omi, a key political figure and one of the most influential in  the field

Of science and technology in Japan, said it was "time for  humankind to change its approach by establishing a new set of  principles" so that people could "coexist peacefully and prosper in  this new environment.

"We need to strike a good balance between economic activity and

Environmental protection in order to ensure the continued existence  of humankind," said the 75-year-old economic expert and most  experienced member in Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's cabinet.

Omi said that in order to ensure sustainable world economic  growth,

Concerns about the environment as well as stability of  energy supplies should be addressed.

"When we look at these issues, I believe that we should think  100 years

ahead. Oil and other energy sources may have dried by  then," he said.

Technological breakthroughs may lead to alternative energy  sources such as wind, solar and bio-energy "but it is unlikely that  those sources can play a major role," he said.
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Kenya: Tribunal Bars Company From Building Lodge in Maasai Mara

The East African Standard (Nairobi): By their Notice of Appeal dated 26th April 2006, the appellants - Narok County Council and the Kenya Tourism Federation - appealed against Nema's decision to allow Wasafiri Camp Ltd to build a lodge at a breeding ground of leopards at the Maasai Mara. Two Interveners sought and obtained authority to participate in the appeal as interested and affected parties. These were Mr Ben Kipeno and four affected parties as landowners - Mr Mutaka ole Mpooya, Mr Korio ole Naimodu and Mr Lesiomon Sale. They contested the right of the Appellants and the Tribunal to deal with the appeal. The Kenya Investment Authority (KIA), another interested party, joined the proceedings. The appeal by Narok County Council and Kenya Tourism Federation sought to challenge an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) certificate of approval to the developer, contending that it was issued contrary to EIA regulations. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080114.html
Kenya: Silting Now Threatens Lake Victoria

The Nation (Nairobi): Barely a few weeks after Lake Victoria was invaded with the noxious water hyacinth, the lake is now facing another threat - heavy siltation. Currently, the water in the lake is brown in colour in what scientists say is as a result of large amounts of soils being brought about by floods in the region. Fears are now being expressed that the once fertile soils have all been carried in the water body. Dr Richard Abila, the deputy director of the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Institute (KEMFRI) at the same time expressed concern that the lake had also been invaded by the green algae, which had formed a thick carpet over the water surface. "The huge amounts of soil are being brought in by most rivers which have burst their banks as a result of the current floods being witnessed in the region. This situation reduces the water quality for both fisheries and domestic consumers," said Dr Abila. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080131.html
Uganda: UN Volunteers Clean Lake Victoria Shores
New Vision (Kampala): United Nations volunteers have planted over 1,000 trees and cleaned Entebbe Municipality. The initiative by the United Nations Development Programme and the Uganda Wildlife Education Centre is aimed at restoring the degraded shores of Lake Victoria. Trees were planted at Entebbe Comprehensive School and Kigungu Primary School. "We have done this to show residents how tree planting is done so that they can replicate it," said Mwangi Mathenge, the United Nations Volunteers Programme officer. The executive director of the Uganda Wildlife Education Centre, Dr. Andrew Seguya, said the initiative was one of the partnerships they had created to sustain the environment. He believes the sustaining the environment would help people fight poverty. Other groups which participated in the campaign included the Japanese Volunteers Cooperation and the Voluntary Services Organisation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701070129.html
Uganda: Mukono Rejects Bidco Land Bid

New Vision (Kampala): Mukono district has rejected BIDCO's request for land to grow palm trees, blocking the company's quest for more land. BIDCO signed an agreement with the Government to get 10,000 hectares of land to plant palm oil trees in Kalangala. However, the company got only 6,500 hectares, leaving a deficit of 3,500. The company manufactures cooking oil, margarine and soap. Francis Lukooya, the LC5 chairman, said giving out land in Nairambi sub-county would necessitate evicting residents. He said while BIDCO's request would boost investment, residents cannot be sacrifised. "We can do business with BIDCO if they allow locals to be out growers," Lukooya said in an interview on Thursday. He said 100 people with 200 acres of land are interested in growing palm trees. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080556.html
Uganda: Archbishop Warns On Global Warming

New Vision (Kampala): Kampala Archbishop Dr Cyprian Kizito Lwanga has asked Ugandans to conserve the environment. Lwanga explained: "God told us to develop the earth. Unfortunately, some of us are busy destroying the country's ecology by cutting down trees and clearing forests. "Some people have even opted to build in wetlands. When we tamper with the country's ecology, we contribute significantly to global warming." He was delivering the Papal message on the World Peace Day at St. Mary's Chapel, Kisubi on Monday. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701070231.html
Uganda: Protect Wetlands, Activists Appeal

New Vision (Kampala): Calls have intensified on environmental bodies and the city council to conclude agreements to protect Kampala's critical wetlands from encroachment. Kampala's wetlands like Nakivubo and Kinawataka are regarded as lakeshore wetlands since they separate the city from Lake Victoria and filter waste before releasing clean water into the lake. In an interview recently, environment minister Maria Mutagamba called for the establishment of wetland reserves to protect the lake from pollution. Large parts of the wetlands have been encroached on by developers who are steadily approaching the heart of the swamps. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080157.html
Uganda: Environment Meltdown?

The Monitor (Kampala): The year 2006 was not a particularly good year for Uganda, environmentally speaking. It was the year in which, for the first time in the history of the country, many publics were galvanised around critical environmental matters and against a number of environmentally-dangerous actions by the government. For example, the Uganda Joint Christian Churches (UJCC) organised a number of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and religious faiths to express joint disapproval of the decision by government to convert the tropical rainforests of Mabira and Bugala Islands in Kalangala District to grassland. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080729.html
Uganda: Uganda May Become a Desert

The Monitor (Kampala): As government seeks to circumvent and amend our laws to lend pretence of legality to its deforestation plans, there are dire consequences that await the country. Dangers that seemed exaggerated or comfortably in the future a decade or so ago- global warming, desertification of arable land and even ozone depletion - are now understood to be real and urgent. While the liquidation of forests preoccupies the powers that be, ecologists (people who study our natural environment) have established that that destruction of natural forests directly affects the country's water levels and the atmosphere.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081489.html
Uganda: Why Lake Vic Water Levels Are Dropping

The Monitor (Kampala): Lake Victoria water levels have dropped over the past five years largely due to excessive releases of water through the second dam. The report, compiled by the Water Resources Management Department (WRMD) in the Ministry of Water, reports that since 2004, Lake Victoria is the only big Ugandan lake that has had its water level patterns fluctuate compared to Lakes Albert and Kyoga.

"Throughout the year, the 2004 levels for both Lake Albert and Lake Kyoga were about 0.8metres which is above the average levels in spite of the drought that was experienced during the year. This is attributed to the over release from Lake Victoria which led to a storage build up in both lakes," part of the report reads.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081494.html
Uganda: Charcoal Heats Up On New Transport Tax

The Monitor (Kampala): In a move likely to upset charcoal consumption in the country, local authorities from major charcoal-producing districts have increased fees for charcoal on transit. Charcoal traders will now have to pay Shs800 for each bag of charcoal as movement fees with immediate effect. In addition, traders would be required to pay annual license fees of Shs250, 000 as a group, and Shs36, 000 as individuals. Although it is widely thought that the move is aimed at increasing revenue base for local governments, the Luwero District Vice Chairperson Aisha Shamim Kayaga said the charges are intended to stimulate sustainable charcoal production. "We are not after money but we want to ensure sustainability of charcoal business," Ms Kayaga said. "If the costs of producing or transporting charcoal are low, more people will join the business and deplete the wood source," she added. Previously, traders paid movement fees of between Shs40, 000 and Shs62, 000 for vehicles on transit. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081498.html
Uganda: Lake Under Threat

The Nation (Nairobi): Lake Victoria, Africa's fresh water mass, is facing a new threat. This time round, it is siltation arising out of wash-offs from large commercial farms and effluents from the surrounding urban centres. Since the 1990s, the lake has been choking under hyacinth, which nearly covered the entire water mass and kept fishermen and other water users at bay. Indeed, the weed keeps sprouting and disappearing despite various efforts to eliminate it. Just a few days ago, newspaper pictures showed fresh assault on the lake as the weed bounced back at the Kisumu shore, completely enveloping the water mass. The latest affliction to the lake - siltation - is another disturbing development. Silts choke aquatic life and affect commercial activities on the lake including marine transport and fishing. It is likely to deal a severe blow to those whose lives revolve around the lake. Further, it poses a serious threat to the development of regional economic activities along the lake, especially with the establishment of the Lake Victoria Basin Commission that brings together Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081572.html
Rwanda: RDF in Cooking Stoves Venture

The New Times (Kigali): Rwanda Defence Forces (RDF) in Kayonza District have embarked on construction of energy saving cooking stoves commonly known as Rondereza for Tanzanian returnees in Kageyo Village. According to Major Alex Masumbuku, the cooking stoves will reduce on the consumption of firewood and destruction of the environment in the area. He said: "The stoves use little firewood. They store heat and have three locations on which to place cooking utensils." On average, twenty four stoves are made in a day. It is expected that three hundred and fifty two stoves will be made; one for each household.

According to one resident who received a cooking stove made by the RDF, this initiative has come at a time when it is needed most. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081019.html
Zimbabwe: Forestry Commission in Awareness Drive

The Herald (Harare): The Forestry Commission in Mashonaland East Province has intensified efforts to make tobacco farmers aware of Environment Management Act, which seeks to promote the sustainable utilisation of the country's natural resources. The Act also makes it mandatory for farmers to have a gum tree plantation to be used in curing the crop. The move comes in the wake of revelations that tobacco farmers are indiscriminately cutting down indigenous trees much to the detriment of conservation practices.

Mashonaland East provincial Forestry Extension manager Mr Abednigo Marufu said the enactment of the EMA Act was expected to curb severe deforestation taking place in most farming areas. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080381.html
Zimbabwe: Miners Halt Ops Pending Compilation of Reports

The Herald (Harare): Small-scale miners have, with immediate effect, temporarily suspended operations to give themselves time to compile environmental impact assessment reports as required by Government.

Zimbabwe Miners' Federation chief executive Mr Wellington Takavarasha said this was a directive from the Ministry of Tourism and Environment obliging all miners to first compile the report before commencing operating. From the report, will emerge a clear picture of the environment in which a miner is operating and the suitability of the site for mining operations. Mr Takavarasha urged all small-scale miners to start working on the report, as further delay would continue to push back resumption of operations. "It takes close to one month to come up with the report and during this period the miners cannot carry out any mining activities because the report is an absolute requirement before one begins mining operations.” This report is to make sure that people are aware of the possible damage they may cause to the environment so that they become accountable, and to ensure that they operate in a conducive environment," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080428.html
Zimbabwe: CPU Provides Water Bowsers for Marondera

The Herald (Harare): The Civil Protection Unit has moved in to avert an imminent health disaster in Marondera by providing water bowsers for all schools and public institutions. Marondera has been experiencing water problems since the beginning of the year when the municipality introduced water rationing. The local authority issued a public notice late last year informing residents that council would be implementing a "water demand management programme" until further notice. Residents have been enduring daily water cuts from 5am to 7pm. It has since emerged that Marondera Municipality has run out of water treatment chemicals owing to financial constraints and the local authority was also yet to pay workers their December salaries. Residents of the town have rapped the council for inefficiency, as they have not yet received their December water bills, yet the local authority expects to raise revenue. Town clerk Mr Josiah Musuwo admitted last week that the council was experiencing a problem of water treatment chemicals whose prices have soared. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701090003.html
Zimbabwe: Firm Facilitates Planting of Over 500 000 Trees

The Herald (Harare): The Forestry Company of Zimbabwe in Mashonaland East Province last year facilitated the planting of more than 500 000 trees on 250 hectares of land. The figures could, however, be an understatement as some districts were still to submit their records. Jatropha was concentrated in those areas with farmers experienced in growing the high oil-yielding plant. These included Mutoko, Mudzi and UMP, while indigenous fruits and gum trees were planted across the province. The provincial forestry extension manager, Mr Abedinigo Marufu, said an additional 25 000 trees were planted in Mashonaland East on December 2 last year, covering more than 13 hectares "Other districts participated after the official National Tree Planting Day and we are still compiling the data of the total number of trees planted," said Mr Marufu. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701090007.html
Zambia: Pande Cautions ECZ

The Times of Zambia (Ndola): The Government has advised the Environmental Council of Zambia (ECZ) to be aware of people who promote personal interests and gain during public discussions that are aimed at assisting the organisation to come up with informed decisions. Minister of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources Kabinga Pande said the ECZ should strike a balance between development and environmental protection. He said there was need to protect the environment, but the ECZ should not be seen to be preserving environment at the cost of development. Mr Pande, who was speaking yesterday at the inauguration ceremony of the ECZ board members held at Hotel Inter-Continental, advised the board to contribute positively to the country's environmental protection and development agenda. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080544.html
Zambia: Legacy Holdings Loses Appeal

The Times of Zambia (Ndola): The Government has upheld the decision by the Environmental Council of Zambia (ECZ) to reject a proposal by Legacy Holdings to extend its project to the southern part of Maramba river in Livingstone. Legacy Holdings wrote to the ministry of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources to overrule the ECZ's decision to allow the company to construct only two hotels on the northern part of Maramba river. In upholding the decision taken by the ECZ, Government clarified that the move to restrict the company to earlier proposals was based on environmental considerations and to ensure that ecological balance around the natural heritage was not endangered. The proposed site was also a major animal corridor linking the park to wildlife areas in Botswana and Zimbabwe, which could not be disturbed. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080545.html
South Africa: Botanical Great Steps Down After 45 Years

Cape Argus (Cape Town): When the then 17-year-old Durban schoolboy Brian Huntley won a national essay competition sponsored by Kirstenbosch in 1961, he could scarcely have dreamed that 45 years later he would be stepping down as executive head of the national organisation that counts this much-loved national botanic garden as just one of its core assets. Nor, as he penned that prize-winning essay about the problem of the alien invasive plant Chromolaena odorata, would he have foreseen that one of his major successes would be to transform Kirstenbosch from a locally popular but heavily subsidised garden into the best-known botanical garden in the southern hemisphere, attracting an astounding 750 000 visitors a year and the only one of its kind that is fully self-financing. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081286.html
South Africa: Wine Industry And Environmentalists Eye Government Over GMO Applications

Cape Argus (Cape Town): The government is being watched like a hawk by the wine industry and environmentalists as it prepares to make two key decisions on the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in wine. The first relates to an application by Professor JJ Hennie van Vuuren, director of the British Columbia Wine Research Centre at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada, to use genetically modified yeast in wine-making in 20 wine- producing regions of the western and southern Cape. The second - completely unrelated - is by Stellenbosch University's Wine Biotechnology Institute for field trials for genetically modified (GM) grapevines to produce both fruit and wine for research purposes.

Both decisions, which will be made by the Department of Agriculture's Executive Council for Genetically Modified Organisms, may come as soon as next month, although this could not be confirmed. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081295.html
Nigeria: Lagos Earmarks N2.5bn to Tackle Environmental Degradation

Vanguard (Lagos): Lagos State Government is to utilise the $20m (about N2.5 billion) World Bank grant to combat various environmental degradations as well as improve its service delivery in waste management in the state. Mr. Tunji Bello, the state Commissioner for the Environment who stated this weekend while unfolding the action plans of his ministry in the New Year to newsmen and other private stakeholders, stressed that the money would be judiciously utilised to tackle the myriad of environmental challenges confronting the state. It will be recalled that the World bank had sometime last year granted the Lagos State Government through its Ministry of The Environment, $20 million loan for its waste management programmes. Subsequently, officials of the World Bank recently visited the state and expressed satisfaction on its programmes and policies that have improved the state of the environment than what it was before the inception of the present administration. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701080213.html
Nigeria: Namasa, DPR, NPA Form Alliance On Oil Pollution Fund

Vanguard (Lagos): The National Maritime Administration and Safety Agency, (NAMASA), the Directorate of Petroleum Resources (DPR) and the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) have formed an alliance to monitor vessels operating in the nation's coastal waters to ensure that ships comply with the International Oil Pollution Fund convention (IOPF) in the event of making a claim on pollution. This was contained in the minutes of the second meeting of the National Standing Committee on the Implementation of the IOPF in Nigeria held recently in Lagos. The move to form the alliance was borne out the fact that Nigeria as a member of the fund has contributed so much to the fund, but it is yet to benefit from it because it lacks records of pollution with which it can make claims for compensation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200701081235.html
__________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Bayanihan.org, Philippines  : Palawan tourism continues to grow after 2001 kidnapping     

Tuesday, January 09 2007

Tourism  

Tourist arrivals in Palawan, particularly in the St. Paul Subterranean River National Park more popularly known as the "Underground River," increased last year, registering the highest number since 2002.

After the 2001 infamous kidnapping incident in Dos Palmas Resort perpetrated by the Abu Sayyaf, the number of tourists has again climbed, with 46,268 visitors enjoying Puerto Princesa's pride in Sitio Sabang, Barangay Cabayugan.

James Albert Mendoza, park manager, disclosed the visitors increased in number by 12,126 compared to the same period in 2005 which was 36,306.

Out of the total number of visitors, 36,306 were locals and 9,962 were foreigners.

The national park, located some 81 kilometers from the city proper, was declared a World Heritage Site by the United Nations Environment, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

It is said to be the longest navigable underground river in the world, runs for eight kilometers and spills out into the South China Sea.

It also features cathedral-like caverns and domes, with stalactite and stalagmite formations that resemble religious images.

Several threatened species of animals are regularly seen in the extensive lowland forest. A substantial number of Palawan Pheasant Peacock and Philippine Cockatoo is also found in the park.

The park is a favorite haven of hikers, biologists, photographers, students and nature lovers. (PNA) 

-- This email has been scanned by the Balita server.

http://www.bayanihan.org/html/article.php/20070109124451375  
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SUFFICIENCY ECONOMY / UNITED NATIONS REPORT

Bangkok Post : Surayud praises UN for taking King's message to the world

ANUCHA CHAROENPO & PIYAPORN WONGRUANG

Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont yesterday called on other countries to follow His Majesty the King's advice by using the sufficiency economy approach as a main principle for development. Speaking at the launch of the Thailand Human Development Report 2007, sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Gen Surayud praised the UN agency for honouring the King's philosophy and sending out His Majesty's message through the report. 

''This report will also help spread the message of the sufficiency economy to a wider international audience. At a time when the world is facing new challenges such as global warming, the sufficiency economy philosophy, which emphasises moderation, responsible consumption, and resilience to external shocks, is of great relevance not only to Thailand, but to countries and communities across the globe,'' he said. ''I believe the philosophy of the sufficiency economy will benefit all of us as we proceed along the fast path of globalisation.'' 

The UNDP presented the UNDP Human Development Lifetime Achievement Award to the King in May last year. 

UNDP resident representative in Thailand Joana Merlin-Scholtes agreed with Gen Surayud, saying ''sufficiency thinking'' would help tackle world problems. 

''In today's world of rapid globalisation and environmental threats, it's clear that it isn't only Thailand that needs a good dose of sufficiency thinking,'' she said. 

UNDP deputy resident representative in Thailand Hakan Bjorkman said that although the approach had already been applied in different forms around the world, Thailand had made much progress with this approach. 

The King's projects based on the sufficiency economy principle have been applied on the ground and made it real for people, he added. 

The UNDP started the first Human Development Report in 1990, with the goal of putting people at the centre of global development. 

Despite being praised by the UNDP, its 2007 report on the Sufficiency Economy and Human Development launched yesterday at Government House revealed that Thailand still faced inequitable growth between the rich and the poor. 

The report noted the big contrast between high-income earners and the quality of life of people in the central region and in the north and northeastern regions.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/10Jan2007_news09.php 

__________________________________________________________________________
UN DEVELOPMENT REPORT

The Nation, Thailand : Narathiwat and Pattani near base for quality of life

Providing land to the poor, control over resources to local people and passing the Community Forest Bill seen as key goals 

Residents in the troubled far southern provinces of Pattani and Narathiwat are among people with the lowest quality of life in Thailand, the latest United Nations report says. 

Thailand Human Development Report 2007, launched yesterday at Government House, also identified specific actions that would help the Kingdom progress toward its goal of a sufficiency economy. 

Among the key recommendations are to "provide the landless and land-poor with land from the extensive reserves of land that is unused" and "implement community control over local resources that was promised in the 1997 Constitution by passing the Community Forest Bill and other enabling legislation". 

The report's assessment of quality of life used 40 indicators covering health, education, employment, income, housing and living environment, family and community life, transport and communication, and political participation.

The top 10 and bottom 10 provinces in the index came as no surprise. Residents of Phuket, Bangkok, Pathum Thani, Ayutthaya, Nonthaburi, Songkhla, Sing Buri, Nakhon Pathom, Rayong and Samut Prakan have the highest quality of life. 

At the opposite end of the index were Mae Hong Son, Tak, Surin, Kamphaeng Phet, Si Sa Ket, Narathiwat, Chaiyaphum, Nakhon Phanom, Phetchburi and Nong Bua Lamphu. 

Interestingly, residents in Bangkok and nearby provinces who were on top of the income index turned out to be among the lowest in terms of political participation. And, people in Isaan (the Northeast) with poor incomes were found to be very politically active. 

"The maps [of income index and participation index] are the opposite of each other. 

"The richer people become, the less engaged they are," noted Hakan Bjorkman, UN Development Programme (UNDP) director. 

In 1990, UNDP initiated its first human development report to offer an alternative to conventional assessments that focused simply on economic growth as advocated by the World Bank. 

It emphasised quality of life in measuring development achievement or failure. 

It found that many countries like Thailand had shown impressive economic performance but overall progress came with stark inequalities. 

Here, access to public health services is skewed and maternal fatality remains very high, especially in the mainly Muslim provinces in the South. 

Child malnutrition persists among hill-tribe people, while safety at work is uncertain in industrial zones, and pollution and natural disasters are on the increase. 

Despite boasts by politicians and others about Thailand's success in limiting the spread of HIV/Aids in the recent decades, the report found that the epidemic was on the move again among at-risk groups in the South and in industrial areas. 

http://nationmultimedia.com/2007/01/10/national/national_30023696.php 

General Environment News

Planet Ark : Air Pollution Blamed for Killing Thousands of Iranians

January 10, 2007

TEHRAN - About 10,000 people were killed last year by illnesses related to air pollution in Iran's smog-choked capital, the Etemad-e Melli newspaper on Tuesday quoted the deputy mayor as saying.

Tehran's worsening air pollution has become one of the most hotly debated topics in the city. The sky is frequently obscured by a haze created by traffic, aged vehicles and factories in the southern part of the city of 12 million. 

"Living in Tehran is like committing mass suicide. The number of deaths is expected to increase this year," the daily quoted deputy mayor Mohammad Hadi Heydarzadeh as saying. 

The Iranian year ends in March 20. 

Heydarzadeh said indicators showed that air quality had worsened and pollution played a major role in 3,600 deaths in October in Tehran. 

People died mostly from heart attacks, strokes, pneumonia and other lung diseases, caused by smog-related respiratory problems. 

Officials have asked the elderly, children and people with heart or chest ailments to stay at home if they can. 

State air officials say cars are the biggest source of Tehran's pollution. 

"The pollution will worsen if motor vehicle use continues to rise," an unnamed official told the daily. "Public transport needs to be improved as soon as possible." 

Iran has turned into a regional carmaking hub with foreign firms such as Renault, Peugeot and Hyundai signing production deals in the Islamic Republic. 

Access to cheap fuel, about nine cent per litre, encourages people to use cars, choking the streets of Tehran with traffic. Iranians burn 70 million litres of gasoline each day

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=39747&newsdate=10-Jan-2007 
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Gulf Daily News : Iran raid 'will be nuclear disaster'

Tariq Khonji (January 09, 2007)

ENVIRONMENTAL contamination could affect the region if Israel goes ahead with reported plans to attack Iran's uranium enrichment facilities or if there is an earthquake, a Bahraini expert warned yesterday.

However, Bahrain University physics professor Dr Waheeb Alnaser said things could be much worse if Israel decides to attack the power plant in Bushehr.

He said alleged plans by Israel to attack facilities in Natanz, Arak and near Isfahan would result in limited damage to the environment.

This is because neither the weapons that would be used nor the uranium located there is highly active.

But Dr Alnaser fears that Israel may go even further by attacking Iran's power plant in Bushehr, describing this as a major disaster for the whole region.

"I'm not saying there would be no environmental damage from attacking these uranium enrichment plants, but the danger is 100 times worse if they attack an active nuclear reactor - especially after three or four years of operation when the uranium will be highly active," he said.

"Israel hasn't named the plant as one of its targets, but you never know with Israel. War is all about lies, they may say one thing and do another."

Dr Alnaser said that winds would carry the pollution to the GCC countries, potentially making them uninhabitable.

From an environmental standpoint, destroying uranium before it becomes radioactive is much better than when it is in operation in a nuclear plant, he explained.

"This type of uranium when not radioactive can be handled wearing gloves and you can stand next to it safely without being harmed," he said. 

"It is much safer than when it is in the core of a nuclear power plant."

Dr Alnaser said destroying inactive uranium, while harmful to the environment, might be no more dangerous than waste products - including gases that may be emitted by Iran in its usage of the material for nuclear energy.

"At least this way the pollution would be one-off, instead of having continuous nuclear activity at our doorstep," he continued.

He added that he did not support military action against Iran.

Dr Alnaser was responding to a report in the Sunday Times that Israel had drawn up plans to destroy Iran's uranium enrichment facilities in a tactical nuclear strike.

The Jewish state has denied the report, although Iran warned that it would hit back if attacked.

Dr Alnaser said Iran needed to become more transparent with its nuclear policies. 

He also severely criticised the International Atomic Energy Agency for failing to uncover Iran's heavy water plant, which can be used to produce Tritium, a main ingredient in atomic bombs.

"The Americans had been warning of this, but we dismissed it because they often lie about such things," he explained.

"It turns out, however, that they were speaking the truth. The agency failed to uncover this and we only found out after Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad announced it himself."

Dr Alnaser said Iran could have very easily built its nuclear power plant on the Arabian Sea, where there are no countries nearby, but insisted on building it in Bushehr - which is closer to the Gulf countries than it is to Tehran.

"If Iran wants the rest of the world to care about its environment in the event of a nuclear strike, it should also take into consideration the concerns of neighbouring countries. It didn't do this," he continued.

Dr Alnaser said a regional nuclear disaster could occur as a result of unforeseen events such as an earthquake.

"How can we trust a country that was unable to help its own people during the 2004 earthquake in Iran? They had to rely on help from their enemies, the Americans," he said.

"An earthquake in the location of the nuclear power plant could very well cause a disaster. 

"We don't have sufficient information about what precautions are being taken because there is no transparency."

Dr Alnaser called on all GCC countries to purchase devices that would detect radioactive pollutants in the air that could drift from Iran.

"Qatar has bought such equipment and I understand that Kuwait is planning to. We should have had these in place a long time ago," he said.

"This pollution could be a major factor in causing cancer. Instead we are only concentrating on local industries and other sources."

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=166742&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29295
………………………

South Asian Media Net (Reuters) : 2007 predicted to be the warmest year  

Sunday, January 07, 2007  

LONDON - This year is set to be the hottest on record worldwide due to global warming and the El Nino weather phenomenon, Britain's Meteorological Office said on Thursday. 

The Met Office said the combination of factors would likely push average temperatures this year above the record set in 1998. 2006 is set to be the sixth warmest on record globally.

"This new information represents another warning that climate change is happening around the world," said Met Office scientist Katie Hopkins.

The world's 10 warmest years have all occurred since 1994 in a temperature record dating back a century and a half, according to the United Nations' weather agency.

Britain's Met Office makes a global forecast every January with the University of East Anglia, and said it expected the world's average temperature to be 0.54 degrees Celsius above the 1961-1990 long-term average of 14.0 degrees.

There is a 60 percent probability that 2007 will be as warm or warmer than the current warmest year, 1998, which itself was 0.52 degrees above the long-term average it said in a statement.

Most scientists agree that temperatures will rise by between two and six degrees Celsius this century due mainly to carbon emissions from burning fossil fuels for power and transport.

They say this will cause melting at the polar ice caps, sea levels to rise and weather patterns to change bringing floods, famines and violent storms, putting millions of lives at risk.

Former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern said in October that urgent action on global warming was vital and that delay would multiply the cost by up to 20 times.

The Kyoto Protocol is the only global action plan to curb carbon emissions, but it expires in 2012, is rejected by the world's biggest polluter -- the United States -- and does not bind booming economies like China and India.

The Met Office said the established moderate El Nino, a phenomenon in the tropical Pacific blamed for disrupting weather patterns, would continue for the first few months of 2007.

It noted that as there was a time lag between El Nino and its full effect on surface temperatures, its influence would therefore be felt well into the year.

It will coincide with what environmentalists say will be a very busy year for climate diplomacy.

Germany, which has an active climate change agenda, has taken over the six-month rotating presidency of the European Union and the year-long presidency of the Group of Eight industrialized nations.

Backed by Britain, which has pushed climate change high up the world agenda, pressure is building for the G8 summit in Germany in early June to set out a framework for discussions to take global action beyond Kyoto. 

http://www.southasianmedia.net/cnn.cfm?id=353073&category=Environment&Country=WORLD 
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Manila Bulletin, Philippines : A touring campaign for sustainable lifestyle 

By CARLO S. SUERTE FELIPE

In the movie "Blood Diamond" (starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Djimon Hounsou), males who are capable of doing work are hauled as slaves and are sent off to mine diamonds without proper tools and are not paid. The diamonds they collect are then smuggled from one country to another and are sold to a jeweler in Europe. What the patrons of these diamonds do not know is that they are "conflict diamonds" - diamonds that are mined by poor people under forced labor. 

Whether the movie was based on a true story or not, it somehow showed the connection between man and his environment. People against people and nature. On a similar note, some of the shoes and clothes that are sold in malls are manufactured in "sweatshops" - a workplace of hard labor that abuses the laborers involved physically or mentally. Aside from the products being made with inferior quality, the laborers are underpaid as well.

Today’s society demands that you got to have what is new and what is in. Almost every two or three months, there is something new in the things we wear like shoes, clothes, jewelries, or in computer hardware, mobile phones, or household appliances. So, if you don’t have the "in" things, then society doesn’t accept you. This has become a trend, which we don’t think about much as the days pass by.

We tend to forget where all the things we use came from and how they are made. The labels may say that it was made in this country, and that’s it. Unlike food, mobile phones, shirts, and shoes don’t carry labels that tell you what ingredients make up these things.

All the resources for the things we need are taken from the environment. Some of these resources are processed in a way that causes pollution. As a result, the pollution destroys both human beings and the environment. In the end, human beings, the things we use, and the environment is all connected.

A simple way to address this issue is proper information dissemination. In the case of the Young Artists Fellowship for the Environment (YAFE), Inc. and the Otesha Project, a roving campaign was more ideal. 

Last December 2006, YAFE and Otesha held a Bike Tour where members and volunteers traveled the province of Laguna to promote sustainable consumption and development, ethical purchasing, volunteerism, pressing environmental issues in the Philippines, and the United Nations Millenium Development Goals

"Our campaign is about sustainable lifestyle," said YAFE President Laiden G. Pedriña. "We are showing here that we have a choice on the things that we have to purchase or the services that we have to render. We would like to impart that environmental issues are not just about planting trees. It is about giving a dignified life to everyone. For example, the shirt we use - does it come from a sweatshop company or not? Or the jewelries we wear? These things have stories of struggles of people and the environment. Even with mining issues, if you have a campaign against that, you also campaign for the rights of the indigenous people. We are showing that environmental issues is also human rights issues."

The tour was composed of two teams - a cyclist team and a program team. The cyclists are YAFE members of 13 core bikers. Every day at every town that the cyclists stop at, they encourage volunteer bikers to join the tour. YAFE was able to tour five (5) towns in Laguna, namely, Bay, San Pablo, Pila, Sta. Cruz, and Mabitac.

And biking is part of a sustainable lifestyle. Mr. Ricky Pineda of the Firefly Brigade also took part in explaining to the participants the benefits of using a bicycle as a means of transportation. The aim of the Bike Tour – to promote bicycles for a cleaner environment – is the same goal of Ricky’s group. 

"Instead of patronizing vehicles that emit air pollution, riding something that would lessen it like a bicycle," said Ricky. "It uses less resources, it lessens air pollution, and it’s the most sustainable, personal mechanical transportation vehicle ever invented. It also makes your life slower."

On the other hand, the program team’s task is to explain to the people their campaign. Brochures and pamphlets were distributed to the audience, and YAFE members explained the UNEP Youth Xchange book. This book (which can also be seen at www.youthxchange.net) is a training kit on responsible consumption and was discussed by the members to their audience in every town they passed by. The campaign was not just another traffic-making activity, as some would call it.

During the whole Bike tour, the group carried with them paintings that show the different issues that the world faces. The members did the paintings themselves. They also have a Call to Action Booth where in participants in every town can draw their personal commitment to Global Justice in 2x2 cardboard tiles. At the end of the tour, they were able to collect 2,050 tiles - some of which were brought by Jessica Lax of the Otesha Project.

"I’ve been so impressed with the Bike Tour," said Jessica. "A lot of the youth who participated haven’t biked much before, and everyone was so into it and hadn’t been complaining. The scenery was beautiful, and every community that we visited warmly welcomed us. I’ve learned a lot from each of the communities that we’ve seen. Otesha will be doing five more bike tours this summer and one of them will be connected with YAFE as the sister-Bike tour that just happened. We’ll also be doing presentations on how Canadian Consumer choices affects the Philippines such as as that buying a gold necklace that was mined from a mine in the Philippines or whether its buying people’s clothes that are made here. One of the reasons also that I went here in the Philippines is to learn more about the country and the actions and choices that are promoted to Filipinos."

Participants also requested for a Freedom Board rather than a campaign signature because they have done a lot of the latter in the past but were not effective. They believed that the Freedom Board is a more effective tool in expressing what they feel in a particular issue and state leaders and legislators will see this.

"If a community, progress would have bad effects to the environment, we would rather choose not to have a simple community and a nice, clean environment," said student Jonathan Mercado of Wawa National High School.

"For my part, I will start recycling at our home and I would only buy the things that I need because the raw materials are taken from the environment," said another student Jeremy Liboon.

Most of the youth expressed their feelings about their parents only earning minimum wage, or how media deliberately imposed what is beautiful.

Participants involved elementary to college students, academe, NGOs, socio-civic organizations, government agencies and corporations, young professionals, company executives, individuals and lawmakers. 

"If we could do something that could make our lifestyle more simpler, it would also help the environment. This is what we call a sustainable lifestyle," explained Laiden. "What we would like to show to people who take part in this activity is that if we can do something to make our lifestyle simpler, it will also help the environment. Because the more we become extravagant in our lifestyle, the more we put pressure to our environment. It is where we get the raw materials for the things that we use in our daily lives."

Herald Tribune : It's clean air vs. TV in poor India village 

By: Keith Bradsher (January 8, 2007)

Electricity demand worsens pollution

BAHARBARI, India: A toxic purple haze of diesel exhaust hangs over the rice and jute fields here in northern India, and bird songs are frequently drowned out by the chug-a-chug-a- chug of diesel generators.

Across the developing world, cheap diesel generators from China and elsewhere have become a favorite way to make electricity. They power everything from irrigation pumps to television sets, allowing growing numbers of rural villages in many poor countries to grow more crops and connect to the wider world.

But as the demand increases for the electricity that makes those advances possible, it is often being met through the dirtiest, most inefficient means, creating pollution problems in many remote areas that used to have pristine air and negligible emissions of carbon dioxide, the main global warming gas.

"There has been a mushrooming of these decentralized diesel generators," said Ibrahim Rehman, a rural energy expert at the Energy and Resources Institute in New Delhi. While many generators are purchased initially to power irrigation pumps, they have also opened up a huge new market for television sets, which in turn creates demand for even more diesel generators.

"You either want clean air or television" in many villages, said Nandita Mongia, the chief of the United Nations Development Program's regional energy program for Asia and the Pacific. In nearly all cases, television wins.

The rising cost of diesel fuel has improved the commercial potential of alternatives, but renewable energy sources have been in an often-losing race against smoke-spewing backyard diesel generators, and occasionally coal, to become the energy source of choice in outlying areas.

Lavish government subsidies for diesel, kerosene and other fossil fuels have held down prices in many developing countries and made it harder to introduce renewable energy technologies.

In India, while entrepreneurs and organized crime syndicates frequently raise the subsidized price and pocket the profits, kerosene remains very cheap and is frequently mixed with diesel to reduce the cost of running generators. The mixture shortens the life of the generator, however, and can make pollution even worse.

Renewable sources have made some inroads, including tiny hydroelectric dams for Himalayan streams, biomass generators in India and Southeast Asia, solar-powered lanterns in India and Africa and rooftop water tanks in southern China.

But demand for electricity has been growing even more swiftly across the developing world, particularly in China and India.

When night falls here in Baharbari and countless stars blaze from an inky sky virtually uncontaminated by outdoor lighting, many of the thatch huts glow softly with the violet light of television screens, and occasionally a small light bulb providing reading light for a child.

Three years ago, practically no one had a television set in this isolated community tucked between Nepal and Bangladesh. It is in an area so remote and roadless that the only access is on foot or by bullock cart when monsoon rains turn dirt tracks into bogs that are impassable even for farm tractors.

Now, half the 1,000 households have televisions, paying about 40 cents every few days to the owner of a diesel generator to recharge the batteries that power the sets. Ranvir Kumar Mandel, a slender 22-year-old, has built a bamboo hut to serve as a television repair shop.

"Before, there was no market," he said, sitting near a pile of mostly black- and-white models that needed fixing.

Given the popularity of generators, perhaps the most promising alternative is a new type like the one at the edge of the village that contributes much less to air pollution and global warming. It burns a common local weed instead of diesel, costs half as much to operate, emits less pollution and contributes less to global warming.

The main material is dhaincha, a weed commonly grown in India to restore nitrogen to depleted soils. The dhaincha grows 10 feet tall in just four months, with a three-inch-thick green stalk. Wood from shrubs and trees is used when there is not enough dhaincha.

"Other villagers were surprised," said Ravindra Prasad Mandal, a village leader. "How was it possible that from dhaincha and wood, power was produced?"

For all its potential advantages, the toughest part of the project in Baharbari has been to persuade change-resistant villagers to try it. Many projects fail in rural areas, development economists said, because governments or foreign aid organizations donate money or equipment without requiring any ongoing commitment. And they often threaten existing power relationships, making it even harder to overcome resistance.

The biomass generator in Baharbari is owned by a collective of village residents, and has been supported by Hindus and Moslems alike. But local landlords, some with their own diesel generators that they rent out for charging batteries, have been wary.

The project has succeeded partly because it has the active backing of one landlord family, the Sharans. Family members have gone on to successful business careers in big Indian cities and in Europe, and have dedicated themselves to helping their home village.

That makes it an unusual case, although the Sharans are trying to replicate it by setting up a school and training managers to establish similar cooperatives in nearby villages.

The biomass project in Baharbari has attracted interest and World Bank support because it appears to offer significantly cheaper electricity than diesel, at least at current prices. Another popular approach being tried in India and elsewhere — using solar energy to recharge lanterns by day — has run into difficulty even as diesel prices would seem to make it more competitive.

The problem is that prices for photovoltaic panels for solar energy have surged as industrialized countries' governments, especially in Germany, have encouraged greater use of renewable energy, said Hemant Lamba, the coordinator of Aurore, a renewable energy service company in Auroville, India.

"It's harder to do any solar energy projects in India," he said.

In mountainous countries like Nepal, development agencies have focused on designing very small, inexpensive hydroelectric systems to install in streams. But deforestation has denuded many hillsides in the Himalayas and elsewhere, causing rainfall to surge into streams much more quickly. A Japanese project in Bhutan was recently destroyed this way.

"The villagers shrugged and said, 'Nobody asked us, we knew every third year there would be a flood,'" Mongia, the United Nations energy expert, said.

Wind energy has found few applications in rural villages, because even though they are far more capable than in the past, the turbines are still simply too expensive.

China has tried another approach: supplementing an expansion of electricity from coal-fired power plants with cheap rooftop solar water heaters that channel water through thin pipes crisscrossing a shiny surface.

Close to 5,000 small Chinese companies sell these simple water heaters, and together they have made China the world's largest market for solar water heaters, with 60 percent of the global market and more than 30 million households using the systems, said Eric Martinot, a renewable energy expert at Tsinghua University in Beijing.

Wang You Yun, a 27-year-old lettuce farmer in Wangjiaying, a village of 3,000 people in southwestern China's Yunnan Province, bought one such hot water system a year ago for $360 and installed it on his family's roof next to where ears of corn dry in the sun.

The village now has electricity and some residents use it for water heaters, but Wang calculates that the solar system will pay for itself in two years. There is so much competition that even without government subsidies, the same size model now costs $330 and the price is still falling, he said.

The water heaters can only be installed on a sturdy, flat concrete roof, however, and not on the beautiful but fragile tile roofs that still adorn many of the houses in the village. The systems pose another drawback as well, Wang acknowledged: "If there is no sun for two or three days then there's no hot water."

Big conventional power plants, even those that burn coal, are often cleaner, safer and more efficient than crude household stoves and other small systems. So many economists say that the first step in developing countries still needs to be the construction of power lines connecting as many villagers to national grids as possible.

Cooperation across national borders can help make this happen. Vietnam has made electricity available to 84 percent of its households, up from 50 percent in the early 1990s, partly by constructing a high-power line from China.

But power plants have actually closed in some of the poorest and most chaotic parts of the developing world, from Africa to dysfunctional states in India like Bihar, which includes Baharbari. Causes range from corruption to a failure of government-owned electricity boards to invest in maintenance and replacement parts.

So for now, diesel generators remain the favorite choice of millions across the developing world — so much so that the International Energy Agency plans to assess the extent of their use as part of a detailed look next year at energy use in India and China.

Mohan Lal Yadav, the 55-year-old owner of a diesel station in Vehbra, a community of 4,000 people near Baharbari, calculates residents there have purchased 100 diesel generators and 100 to 150 diesel-powered irrigation pumps in recent years. "It'll keep on increasing,"he said.

http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/01/08/business/village.php
………………………………..

News.com.au : Climate speeding up evolution

Deborah Zabarenko in Washington (January 09, 2007 09:28am)

FAST-growing weeds had evolved over a few generations to adapt to climate change, which could signal the start of an "evolution explosion" in response to global warming, US scientists said today.
This meant that the weeds would likely keep up with any attempts to develop crops that can adapt to global warming, said Arthur Weis, a professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at the University of California, Irvine. 

But some long-lived species - like the venerated California redwood tree, with a life-span of hundreds of years - would not have the capacity to adapt so quickly, because their life cycles were so long, Professor Weis said.

The quick-growing weedy plant known as field mustard showed the ability to change reproductive patterns over a period of just seven years, he said. 

"If you take a climate shift, such as we've had here in southern California, in a very few number of generations you can get a change in ecologically important traits that can allow these fast-growing weedy species to hang on and actually do well despite the change in environments," he said. 

Prof Weis and his colleagues cultivated two sets of mustard seeds in a greenhouse: one set collected in 1997, just before a five-year drought, and a second set collected in 2004, after the drought ended. 

The plants were divided into three groups, with each getting different amounts of water, ranging from drought-dry to soggy. In every case, the post-drought generation of plants flowered earlier, meaning the plants could produce seeds before the soil dried out. 

Late-bloomers would wither before any seeds were produced in a drought year. 

How fast a change is this, on the evolutionary timetable? 

Prof Weis calculated that this represented a 16 per cent acceleration of the mustard plants' life-cycle over seven generations. 

"That's a pretty big change in age of maturation," he said. 

Asked to hypothetically compare this to evolutionary changes in people, Prof Weis offered what he termed a very crude analogy: if humans evolved at the same rate as the mustard plants in the experiment, the average onset of the age of reproduction in humans would slip from 16 years to 13-1/2 in seven generations. 

Prof Weis is spearheading a project to collect, dry and freeze seeds from around North America so they can be studied 50 years from now. 

He figured that global warming would prompt lots of evolutionary changes and scientists would want to have evidence of plants before the changes occurred. 

The effort is called Project Baseline. 

"If global climate change is coming, and it is, we have this huge unplanned experiment in evolutionary biology facing us," Prof Weis said. 

"Climate change could lead to an evolution explosion. ... This gives scientists an unprecedented opportunity to look at the actual nuts and bolts of evolutionary change." 

The idea is for scientists in the mid-21st century to go back to the same locations where plants are being collected and note the differences between the plants from the different time periods. 

http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,21031911-1702,00.html?from=public_rss 
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Earth Island Institute - Far Ocean Sea Products, Singapore

Jan 03, 2007

Earth Island Institute has issued a warning to fish processors, brokers, and trade offices that Far Ocean Sea Products of Singapore is apparently selling albacore tuna at below market prices that was caught in gill nets. Tuna companies approved as Dolphin Safe by Earth Island should refuse tuna fished with gillnets.

Far Ocean Sea Products is not an approved Dolphin Safe company by Earth Island, and any company purchasing from them will lose their dolphin safe status with Earth Island Institute.

Background: Gill nets are one of the most destructive fishing techniques used in the world today. Using new mono-filament plastic lines, which are invisible underwater to sea life, gill nets entangle and drown a wide range of sea life, including sharks, dolphins, sea turtles, marine birds, and even whales.

Drift gill nets longer than 1.5 miles are currently banned in worldwide waters by the United Nations. But some fishermen continue to use them illegally, and smaller gill nets below the limit are still lethal to many species and should not be used.

Albacore caught by gill nets has characteristic scarring patterns, especially around the gills. However, consumers, of course, buying canned tuna cannot tell the difference.

We understand that because most companies in the world shun gillnet tuna, Far Ocean Sea Products is selling albacore at below-market rates throughout the world, undercutting the efforts of companies committed to protecting marine life and dolphins.

Earth Island Institute approached Far Ocean Sea Products to become a Dolphin Safe tuna company, but they have refused.

Companies are urged to reject purchase of tuna from Far Ocean Sea Products and to report to Mark Berman of Earth Island Institute any offers of tuna from Far Ocean Sea Products.

http://www.earthisland.org/dolphinSafeTuna/consumer/farOceanAlert.html 

………………………………………..

Environmental News Network (ENN) : EPA Rejects Proposed Lumber Treatment
By H. Josef Hebert, Associated Press (January 09, 2007)

WASHINGTON -- The Environmental Protection Agency on Monday rejected an industry request to use a chromate-based wood preservative for lumber in decks and playground equipment, saying it poses a risk of cancer and other health problems. 

The Forest Products Research Laboratory had requested that EPA approve the residential use of the preservative acid copper chromate, or ACC, on pressure-treated lumber. 

Jim Jones, head of EPA's pesticide office, said the preservative poses a cancer risk to workers who apply the material and those who process the lumber because of its high concentration of a particularly toxic form of chromate. 

The preservative also would pose other health risks, including severe skin irritation, to homeowners, children and contractors who come in contact with the lumber, he said. 

Another preservative, chromate copper arsenate, or CCA, has been phased out for use in pressure-treated wood since 2004 because it contained arsenic. The industry had viewed ACC as a cheaper substitute than what is currently being used. 

The preservatives, which are applied by pressure, protect wood against fungi and insects. 

Because ACC contains high concentrations of hexavalent chromium, it is considered a health risk, the EPA concluded. Hexavalent chromium, also known as chromium 6, is a known human carcinogen. 

"EPA's scientific review process concluded that the risks associated with residential uses of ACC outweigh the minimal benefits," the agency said in a statement. 

Jim Gulliford, EPA assistant administrator, said "the science is clear, the decision is clear" that the preservative should not be used on pressurized lumber that is used to make decks and playground equipment and for other residential uses. 

The preservative can be used for industrial purposes such as telephone poles and railroad ties. 

Jones said a letter had been sent to the Forest Products Research Laboratory, rejecting its request for a so-called "registration" -- essentially an approval for use -- for the ACC preservative. The group has 30 days to respond, but the decision is viewed as essentially final, he said. 

Similar requests have been filed by several other wood products organizations, and those requests also will be denied, Jones said. 

The industry groups have maintained that the highly toxic chromium 6 rapidly converts to a less toxic form, chromium 3, and therefore does not pose a risk. But Jones said EPA determined "there could be multiple opportunities of chromium 6 exposure. The science is very clear." 

Under pressure from environmental and health groups, the wood products industry began phasing out use of CCA in 2002 because of concern about its arsenic. 

Various substitutes have been found, the most prominent being amine copper quat, or ACQ.

http://www.enn.com/today.html?id=11991 

………………………………..

Envirolink : Record Temperatures Across Himalayans Spark Climate Change Fears

by Staff Writers (Beijing (AFP) Jan 07, 2007)

Temperatures in rugged Tibet have hit record highs in recent days, China's state press said Sunday, as a scientific survey warned of the impact of global warming in the Himalayan region. Friday's temperature in the Qamdo area of eastern Tibet was 21.8 degrees Celsius (71 degrees Fahrenheit), 1.7 degrees higher than the previous record set for the same day in 1996, Xinhua news agency reported. 

In Dengqen county, also in eastern Tibet, the mercury reached 16.6 degrees Celsius on Thursday, 2.5 degrees higher than the previous record for the same day set in 2001, it said. 

Eight other places across the region also recorded record-breaking daily temperatures over the past few days, it added. 

Meteorological data in the Himalayan region began to be collected in 1970. 

China's Tibet plateau, seen as a barometer of world climate conditions, is experiencing accelerating glacial melt and other ecological change, the leading People's Daily reported Friday. 

The mountainous region's glaciers have been melting at an average rate of 131.4 square kilometers (50 square miles) per year over the past 30 years, the paper said, citing a recent geological study. 

Researchers who conducted the survey said that even if global warming did not worsen, the area's glaciers would be reduced by nearly a third by 2050 and up to half by 2090, at the current rate. 

The survey, conducted by the Remote Sensing Department of the China Aero Geophysical Survey, also found a rapidly rising snow line, shrinking wetlands, and increased desertification compared with 30 years ago, the paper said. 

These problems will worsen as the glacial melt -- which has accelerated in recent years -- continues, further depleting the area's water resources, the researchers predicted. 

The Tibet plateau, which includes the Chinese portion of the Himalayas, accounts for nearly one quarter of China's landmass, stretching from Tibet to the adjacent provinces of Qinghai, Sichuan and Yunnan. 

A separate national assessment released last week on the impact of climate change said temperatures in China would rise significantly in coming decades, water shortages would worsen, and extreme weather events would intensify. 

http://www.envirolink.org/external.html?www=http%3A//www.terradaily.com/reports/Record_Temperatures_Across_Himalayans_Spark_Climate_Change_Fears_999.html&itemid=200701081112380.536892                                                                                                                    
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DARFUR: UN SPECIAL ENVOY ARRIVES IN SUDAN’S CAPITAL TO BOOST PEACE EFFORTS

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Envoy for Darfur has arrived in the

Sudanese capital of Khartoum on the second stage of a mission promoting

United Nations efforts to find a permanent solution to a conflict that has

killed more than 200,000 people and displaced some 2.5 million others in

Darfur.

Jan Eliasson, Swedish foreign minister and a former president of the UN

General Assembly, arrived from talks in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, headquarters

of the African Union (AU) to discuss steps required to reach “a durable

solution” on the basis of the Darfur Peace Agreement, UN spokesperson

Michele Montas told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

That agreement was signed last May between the Sudanese Government and some

but not all of the rebel movements who took up arms in 2003 in an effort to

secure greater autonomy and development for Darfur, an arid region about

the size of France.

Mr. Ban has called the Darfur crisis one of his top priorities. The overall

aim is to deploy a hybrid UN-AU peacekeeping force in Darfur, made up of

17,000 troops and 3,000 police officers. At the moment there is only an

over-stretched AU force of 7,000 there.

Currently, there are several dozen uniformed UN personnel in Darfur under

the initial phase of the hybrid plan. The second stage involves fielding

some 1,800 military personnel in specialized units such as transport,

engineering, logistics and medical experts. The third phase would culminate

in the hybrid force’s deployment.

The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) today reported several recent incidents in

Darfur, including the bombing by a Government plane of two villages and a

Government attack on forces which had not signed the peace accord.

Turning to another once war-torn part of the country, UNMIS today

congratulated the people on the second anniversary of the signing of the

Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) that ended two decades of civil war

between North and South Sudan. UNMIS head of mission Tayé-Brook Zerihoun

represented the UN in the celebration ceremonies held in Juba, the southern

regional capital.

“There are daunting challenges ahead as implementation of the CPA enters a

new, more complex phase that will require the redoubled commitment of both

the parties and the international community,” UNMIS said in a statement,

citing as priorities the timely redeployments of armed forces and the

integration or dissolution of other armed groups.

It also said demarcation of the North-South boundary must begin in earnest,

electoral legislation must be adopted for mid-term polls, and more must be

done to ensure that people across Sudan reap the tangible dividends of

peace and development.

“UNMIS remains committed to assisting the parties to the CPA and the people

of Sudan in meeting these challenges and achieving a full, effective, and

timely implementation of all aspects of the CPA,” the mission said.

* * *

SECRETARY-GENERAL BAN CONCERNED OVER HUMANITARIAN IMPACT OF US AIR STRIKES IN SOMALIA

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has expressed concern over the

United States air strikes on Somalia, particularly their humanitarian

impact, his spokesperson said today, adding that the world body is seeking

more information on the attacks while also assessing the possibility of

renewing emergency assistance to the strife-torn country and the thousands

who need help at the border with Kenya.

“We are trying to gather more information about the military action in

southern Somalia including through the office in Nairobi of the

Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia, (Francois Lonsény

Fall),” Michele Montas told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Notwithstanding the motives for this reported military action, the

Secretary-General is concerned about the new dimension this kind of action

could introduce to the conflict and the possible escalation of hostilities

that may result. He is also concerned about the impact this would have on

the civilian population in southern Somalia, and regrets the reported loss

of civilian lives.”

According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA), at least 4,700 internally displaced persons on the border with

Kenya have no access to humanitarian aid and are in critical need of food,

shelter, medicine and basic supplies, Ms. Montas said.

“The UN is planning to send an assessment team to the Kenya-Somalia border

on Thursday. The team will look into the possibility of re-starting

humanitarian deliveries into Somalia and examine recent population

movements in and around the border,” she said.

Humanitarian operations in Somalia were suspended and international staff

evacuated when fighting between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) –

backed by Ethiopian troops – and the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC)

intensified late last month.

On Monday, Mr. Fall attended an African Union (AU) Peace and Security

Commission meeting in Addis Ababa to discuss the situation in Somalia, and

tomorrow the Security Council is due to hold consultations on the troubled

Horn of Africa country, which has not had a functioning government since

the regime of Muhammad Siad Barre was toppled in 1991.

* * *

STABILITY IN DR CONGO WILL BENEFIT WHOLE OF AFRICA; GLOBAL COMMITMENT STILL NEEDED: UN

While stressing the importance of last year’s historic elections in the

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the first held there in more than

40 years, two top United Nations officials today told the Security Council

that continued international involvement is crucial to stability not only

in the massive country but for the whole region.

“The DRC is the natural, yet still developing, pole of stability in the

troubled region of Central Africa,” said Under-Secretary-General for

Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno. “The resolution of the crisis

in the DRC will benefit Africa more than solving any other of the

continent’s current conflicts.”

At the same time, he warned that the DRC’s achievements “will be at risk if

the international community, or the Congolese people, repeat some of their

past mistakes.”

Mr. Guéhenno pointed out that in previous cases where elections were held

but the international community pulled out too soon, conflict resumed a few

years later, “requiring a new, costlier international intervention.”

He also reiterated to the Council the important role played in the DRC by

the European Union, particularly the assistance given during last year’s

polls by the European Union Force (EUFOR RD CONGO) and its help to the UN

Mission in the DRC (MONUC). The elections were the largest and most complex

the UN has ever helped organize.

Thanking other Member States as well for their assistance, Mr. Guéhenno

said that the main credit nevertheless must go to the Congolese people and

their “desire for change,” although he noted that the electoral process was

far from over in the country and also highlighted continuing security

concerns in the east.

“MONUC stands ready to support the newly-elected Government as it begins to

address the many challenges facing the country,” he said, noting that the

transitional agenda must be completed and the Constitution’s call for

stronger national unity must be carried out.

“The continued engagement of the international community is also required

to help the DRC complete a comprehensive electoral process, with local

elections due in the second half of this year,” he said, anticipating close

cooperation with the European Union and other parties on all these fronts.

Speaking after Mr. Guéhenno, the UN’s top political officer also praised

the 2006 polls, while further echoing the need for continued international

assistance to cement the DRC’s transition to stability, after a brutal

six-year civil war that cost 4 million lives through fighting and attendant

hunger and disease.

“Although elections are never an end by themselves, they are, when

credible, a critical part of any democratic process. Holding successful and

credible elections as we did in the DRC is a testimony to what can be

achieved when there is collective effort,” said Under-Secretary-General for

Political Affairs Ibrahim Gambari, noting that the UN’s Electoral

Assistance Division has been involved with the polling process since 2003.

“These elections have resulted in the establishment of the first

democratically elected national institutions in over four decades, and of

this we can be justly proud. However, much still remains to be done… the

DRC is now in a post-transitional period but this is by no means a

post-electoral period.”

Mr. Gambari told the 15-member body that the Division would continue to

assist MONUC’s electoral work for this year’s polls, which will involve 13

to 18 months of preparation, as he also underscored the challenges ahead.

“I encourage the members of the Council and other partners such as the EU

(European Union), the AU (African Union), South Africa and Turkey to

continue to provide the generous assistance rendered during the 2006

electoral process.”

Given the logistical challenges in the DRC, a country roughly comparable in

size to Western Europe, he said continued support will be “critical.”

Over 10 speakers, including EU High Representative for Common Foreign and

Security Policy Javier Solana, took part in today’s discussions.

In a related development on the ground, the DRC’s first

democratically-elected National Assembly in more than 40 years was

inaugurated today in the capital Kinshasa, a UN spokesman said in New York.

MONUC also says that an investigation team arrived in the eastern province

of Ituri on 5 January to look into human rights abuses, including the

execution of some 24 civilians near Bunia in late December and the torching

of civilian homes near Fataki last week.

* * *

SRI LANKA: 20,000 PEOPLE UPROOTED BY NEW GOVERNMENT-SEPARATIST FIGHTING, UN REPORTS

More than 20,000 people have fled fighting between the Sri Lankan

Government and Tamil separatists in the Indian Ocean island’s eastern

costal strip of Vaharai in the past three weeks, but despite reaching

relative safety they still they face many problems and an uncertain future,

the United Nations refugee agency reported today.

“Sites are hosting people at twice their actual capacity, the district is

facing a potential food shortage and many families have been separated in

flight or during transport to emergency sites,” according to the head of

the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) field office in the town of

Batticaloa, Yoko Akasaka.

Most of the displaced were put up in schools when they arrived in

government-controlled Batticaloa district, which lies to the south of

Vaharai. But the new term has begun and the pressure to vacate public

buildings is increasing. UNHCR and partner agencies are preparing nearly 30

longer-term sites for up to 5,000 families and hope to complete moving

people to the new government-proposed locations by the end of the month.

But this will only partially solve the problem. “Even if all the sites

proposed so far are suitable, they will provide less than two thirds of the

space we need,” Ms. Akasaka said. “People tell us many more will be

arriving. We are concerned about the condition of some 15,000 civilians

remaining in Vaharai, who have endured months of fighting and limited

humanitarian access.”

UNHCR continues to receive reports of people escaping from the region via

jungle paths or along coastal routes. Most bring few belongings and nobody

is carrying food since two months of heavy fighting has prevented vital

supplies from entering Vaharai.

As fighting continues to erupt across Sri Lanka’s north and east, the

future is uncertain for most of Sri Lanka’s 465,000 internally displaced

persons (IDPs), including some 216,000 people forced from their homes by

last year's violence.

“Many people first fled to Vaharai because of violence elsewhere and they

are worried about whether it will be safe to go back,” Ms. Akasaka said.

“They simply don’t know where they will be safe. Even here, there are

reports of abductions from displacement sites.”

UNHCR has offered the authorities assistance in organizing so-called “go

and see” visits so that community leaders and other volunteers can visit

their former homes, many further north of Vaharai in Trincomalee district,

and decide whether return would be safe and sustainable.

* * *

HAITI: BRAZILIAN GENERAL TO BE NEW FORCE COMMANDER FOR UN PEACEKEEPING MISSION

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today named Major General Carlos Alberto Dos

Santos Cruz of Brazil as the new Force Commander of the peacekeeping UN

Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).

The major general, 50, has been the Commander of the 13th Infantry Light

Brigade since January 2005. He has also served as Chief of the Section of

International Relations for the Brazilian Army General Staff as well as the

Brazilian Defence Attaché to the Russian Federation.

Major General Santos Cruz joined the Brazilian Army in 1971 and was awarded

a doctorate from the Command and Staff College in 1990.

He will succeed Lt. Gen. José Elito Carvalho Siqueira, also of Brazil, who

was appointed to the post in January 2006.

The Secretary-General communicated his intention to appoint Major General

Santos Cruz in a letter to the Security Council, which established MINUSTAH

in 2004 after an insurgency forced elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide

to go into exile. The mission has a mandate to promote a secure and stable

environment, support the political process and monitor and uphold human

rights.

* * *

GLOBAL INVESTMENT GREW IN 2006 FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR BUT MAY SLOW IN 2007: UN

Foreign direct investment (FDI) grew in 2006 for the third consecutive year

to reach $1.2 trillion, according to initial estimates released today by

the United Nations, which also warned that economic growth is likely to

slow this year because of high commodity prices and other factors.

“The total [of $1.2 trillion] is a 34 per cent increase from 2005, although

still short of the record of $1.4 trillion set in 2000. The continued rise

in FDI largely reflects high economic growth and strong economic

performance in many parts of the world. Such growth has occurred in both

developed and developing countries,” said the UN Conference on Trade and

Development (UNCTAD).

Predicting a moderate slowdown, UNCTAD said, “Continuing global external

imbalances, sharp exchange rate fluctuations, rising interest rates, and

increasing inflationary pressures, as well as high and volatile commodity

prices, pose risks that may also hinder global FDI flows and could lead to

a slowdown in the fast growth in global FDI registered over the past few

years.”

UNCTAD said FDI inflows last year “varied greatly” among regions and

countries, noting for example that investment to developed nations rose by

48 per cent, well over the levels of the previous two years, to reach $800

billion, while inflows to Latin America and the Caribbean slowed. Total FDI

in 2005 was $916 billion.

FDI inflows to South, East and South-East Asia, and Oceania maintained

their upward trend in 2006, reaching a new high of $187 billion, an

increase of 13 per cent over 2005, UNCTAD said, noting in particular the

increasing attractiveness for investors of China, Singapore and India.

“Investments in high-tech industries by transnational corporations are

growing rapidly, particularly in China. Meanwhile, other countries,

including India, are attracting increasing FDI for traditional

manufacturing.”

The report also cites a shift in favour of South and South-East Asia.

China, Hong Kong (China) and Singapore are the three largest recipients of

FDI in the region. India surpassed the Republic of Korea to become the

fourth largest recipient.

UNCTAD said that outward investment from this region also increased last

year, noting that China had consolidated its position as an important

source of FDI, while India is also rapidly catching up, with 2006 FDI

outflows almost doubling. China and India are challenging the dominance of

Asia's newly industrializing economies as the main sources of FDI in the

developing world, it added.

* * *

UN CHILDREN’S FUND STAFFER SHOT DEAD IN BAGHDAD

A United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) staff member was shot dead while

driving his car in Baghdad yesterday, sparking mournful tributes to the

late father of two who devoted over seven years of his life to improving

Iraq’s shattered education infrastructure.

“Janan Jabero was a brilliant engineer and had been a key part of UNICEF’s

school rehabilitation programme in Iraq since 1999,” the agency’s country

representative Roger Wright said today.

The 52-year-old Iraqi national’s death “has cost Iraq’s children a staunch

advocate and we deeply mourn his loss.”

UNICEF continues to work throughout Iraq supporting basic health, education

and social services though its 87-member-strong national staff in Iraq.

All UNICEF international staff are based in Amman, Jordan, after they were

withdrawn following the 2003 bombing of the UN Baghdad headquarters in

Baghdad, which killed 22 people, including the top envoy Sergio Vieira de

Mello.

* * *

UN HEALTH AGENCY PLANS TO BOOST TREATMENT FOR RABIES, SNAKE BITES IN DEVELOPING WORLD

With more than 12 million people suffering dog or snake bites and scorpion

stings each year, the United Nations health agency today announced plans to

boost the production of crucial therapeutic sera which can make the

difference between life and death or crippling disability for millions of

people in poor countries.

“We need to boost local manufacturers’ capacity and improve the delivery of

products to remote rural areas,” UN World Health Organization (WHO)

Assistant Director-General for Health Technologies and Pharmaceuticals

Howard Zucker said ahead of a meeting tomorrow at the agency’s headquarters

in Geneva of the top experts in the area as well as recipient and donor

countries, international organizations and manufacturers.

“There are effective solutions that could save millions of lives,” he

added, noting that rabies from dog bites, the tenth most common cause of

death due to infections in humans, is 100 per cent fatal but 100 per cent

preventable when post-exposure treatment using therapeutic sera is readily

available.

It is estimated that there are 1 million snake bites each year in Africa

alone resulting in over 20,000 deaths and a much higher incidence of

chronic disability and physical handicap from necrotic effects requiring

amputation.

To address this neglected public health issue, WHO is creating a five-year,

$10-million plan to boost production in developing countries, including

through technology transfers, helping authorities forecast market needs and

strengthening regulatory capacity.

Production of therapeutic sera, a pharmaceutical preparation containing

antibodies against one or more specific antigens, is dropping in

industrialized countries due to inadequate profitability, linked to

uncertainty about the quantities needed. In developing countries,

affordability is an issue, and production is also quantitatively limited

and often does not reach the quality standard required to make these

treatments.

An estimated 8 million people need anti-rabies serum each year after being

exposed to animals suspected of carrying the disease. Almost half of those

requiring the therapeutic sera and those dying of rabies are children less

than 15 years old. More than 99 per cent of all human deaths from rabies

occur in Africa and Asia.

Close to 5 million snake bites and scorpion stings are recorded each year,

mostly in Africa, Asia and Latin America, 50 to 75 per cent of which need

treatment with therapeutic sera to prevent death, amputation or severe

neurological disorders. The main populations affected are young

agricultural workers and children.

Available epidemiological data on the incidence of snake bites, including

the degree of associated mortality and long-term morbidity are largely

hospital-based and therefore underestimate the true scale of the problem. A

majority of snake-bite victims seek traditional treatment and may die at

home unrecorded.

Over 10 million vials of anti-venom sera would be needed to treat snake and

scorpion bites worldwide, with an estimated 2 million vials required for

Africa alone. An estimated 16 million vials of anti-rabies serum would be

needed each year if current international guidelines for post-exposure

prophylaxis were to be fully implemented.

* * *

UNESCO CHIEF CONDEMNS ‘HEINOUS’ MURDER OF NIGERIAN JOURNALIST

The head of the United Nations body mandated to protect press freedom today

condemned the murder of a Nigerian journalist as a “heinous crime”

undermining democracy.

Godwin Agbroko, head of the editorial board of the privately owned daily

This Day, was shot in his car in Lagos, Nigeria’s largest city, last month.

A laureate of the PEN/Barbara Goldsmith Prize in 1997, he had edited

several newspapers during military rule in the 90s, and was detained at

least twice. He remained an influential commentator of political life after

the country’s return to civilian rule in 1999.

“This heinous crime is a blow to independent journalism in Nigeria and to

the basic human right of freedom of expression,” UN Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said

in a statement.

“I trust that the authorities will spare no effort in investigating this

case and in bringing the culprits to trial. This is all the more important

in a country which, like Nigeria, enjoys a vibrant and diverse media that

contributes to democracy and rule of law,” he added.

Mr. Matsuura has issued frequent condemnations of the murder of journalists

around the world.

* * *

CHAD: UN VOICES ‘EXTREME CONCERN’ FOR TENS OF THOUSANDS DISPLACED BY FIGHTING

Inter-communal fighting in eastern Chad near Sudan’s war-torn Darfur region

has uprooted another 20,000 Chadians within the past three weeks, bringing

the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to over 100,000, in

addition to more than 220,000 Darfur refugees, the United Nations refugee

agency reported today.

“While there has been a decrease in fighting between the Chadian army and

opposition forces, inter-communal conflict continues in south-eastern parts

of the country near the border with Sudan’s Darfur region,” UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news

briefing in Geneva. “UNHCR remains extremely concerned over the security

situation.”

More than 10,000 Chadians have been driven from their homes in cross-border

attacks by alleged Janjaweed militia from Sudan in the Borota region.

Another 10,000 have fled more than 20 villages and are now gathered in the

town of Gassire, north of the refugee hub of Goz Beida.

“This insecurity is now posing a direct threat to refugee camps housing

thousands of Sudanese from Darfur,” Ms. Pagonis said.

UNHCR yesterday sent a technical mission to Gassire to assess the IDPs’

needs. Humanitarian agencies, whose activities had already been reduced

because of the insecurity, are now severely over-stretched.

Chadian President Idriss Deby Itno has said his government will send troops

to restore security in eastern Chad and that his government had made

available some $8 million to aid IDPs.

There are 220,000 refugees from Darfur in 12 UNHCR-run camps in eastern

Chad as well as 46,000 refugees from the Central African Republic in

southern Chad.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

9 January, 2007
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Michèle Montas, Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, all.

** Sudan
On the Sudan, Jan Eliasson, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Darfur, has arrived in Khartoum and is meeting with the senior leadership of the UN Mission in the Sudan.  This is the second leg of his trip in the region to discuss steps required to arrive at a durable solution to the situation in Darfur on the basis of the Darfur Peace Agreement.

On Darfur, the UN Mission continues to report attacks there and the UN refugee agency says it remains extremely concerned about the security situation in eastern Chad near the Darfur border, where there are more than 220,000 Darfur refugees and now over 100,000 internally displaced Chadians -– 20,000 of them uprooted within the past three weeks.

While there has been a decrease in fighting between the Chadian army and opposition forces, inter-communal conflict continues in south-eastern parts of the country near the border with Sudan's Darfur region. 

Turning to other parts of the Sudan, the UN Mission today congratulated the people of the Sudan on the occasion of the second anniversary of the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) between North and South Sudan.  UNMIS reiterated its commitment to assisting the parties to the Agreement and the people of the Sudan in meeting these challenges.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning heard a briefing in an open meeting on the work done by the European Force (EUFOR) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; that briefing was given by Javier Solana, the European Union’s High Representative for a Common Foreign and Security Policy.  Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean Marie Guéhenno, who spoke afterwards, told the Council that EUFOR’s work in that country was a rewarding experience, with the presence of the European peacekeepers of great value during the Congolese elections.  He added that in Ituri, a new ceasefire has been agreed between the Congolese Armed Forces and the National Integrationist Front following fighting near the town of Fataki in December, although the situation remains tense.

And the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Ibrahim Gambari also addressed the Security Council, telling them that the Congolese elections have resulted in the establishment of the first democratically-elected national institutions in over four decades, and of this we can be justly proud.  However, he added, much still remains to be done.  

The Council followed its open discussion with consultations on Côte d’Ivoire, to discuss a draft resolution on extending the mandate of the UN Mission in that country.  The Council may vote on that resolution tomorrow.  Also tomorrow, the Security Council expects to hold consultations on Somalia, as well as on the recent report concerning the work of the UN team that visited Chad and the Central African Republic.

** Democratic Republic of the Congo
On the Congo, the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo reports that the inauguration of the country’s first democratically-elected National Assembly in more than 40 years took place in Kinshasa earlier today in the presence of William Lacy Swing, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, and other members of the international community.  Meanwhile, the Mission says that an  investigative team arrived in the Ituri region on 5 January to look into human rights abuses, including the execution of some 24 civilians near Bunia in late December and the torching of civilian homes near Fataki just last week. 

** Somalia
I have a humanitarian update from Somalia for you.  The UN is planning to send an assessment team to the Kenya-Somalia border on Thursday.  The team will look into the possibility of restarting humanitarian deliveries into Somalia and examine recent population movements in and around the border.  According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), at least 4,700 internally displaced persons at the border have no access to humanitarian aid and are in critical need of food, shelter, medicine and basic supplies.  Over the weekend, the World Food Programme distributed food to nearly 19,000 Somali flood survivors.

** Iraq
On Iraq, UNICEF today confirmed that one of its national staff members in Iraq, Janan Jabero, has been killed in Baghdad.  Initial reports from local authorities indicate that Mr. Jabero, a 52-year-old Iraqi national, was shot while driving his car in Baghdad.  Jabero was described as a brilliant engineer, who had been a key part of UNICEF’s school rehabilitation programme in Iraq since 1999.  “His death has cost Iraq’s children a staunch advocate and we deeply mourn his loss,” said Roger Wright, the UNICEF Representative for Iraq.

** Haiti Appointment
The Secretary-General has informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Major General Carlos Alberto dos Santos Cruz of Brazil as Force Commander of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).  Major General dos Santos Cruz will succeed Lieutenant General José Elito Siqueira Carvalho, also from Brazil.

We have more information on Major General dos Santos Cruz, we have his CV upstairs.

** Sri Lanka
On Sri Lanka, more than 20,000 people have fled fighting and harsh conditions in the eastern Sri Lankan coastal strip of Vaharai in the past three weeks, but despite reaching relative safety they still face many problems and an uncertain future.  That is a report from the UN refugee agency.  You can read more about this development on the UNHCR website.

**WHO
A few updates from the World Health Organization (WHO).  First, WHO says that, although more than 12 million people each year are bitten by dogs or snakes, or stung by scorpions, the world’s capacity to treat them is inadequate because the appropriate medicines are often unavailable or unaffordable in the countries where they are most needed.  In that context, top health experts will meet tomorrow at WHO Headquarters in Geneva to agree on a global five-year action plan to boost production of such medicines in developing countries. 

Regarding the recent outbreak of rift valley fever in north-western Kenya, WHO today sent a specialized team to the area, to bolster its presence on the ground and help control the outbreak. 

Finally, the head of WHO, Dr. Margaret Chan, today named Dr. Anarfi Asamoa-Baah of Ghana as the agency’s Deputy Director-General.  We have more on those items in my office.

**Secretary-General’s Press Conference
Regarding the Secretary-General’s upcoming press conference, there has been a change, to accommodate your desire for an earlier time.  So it will now be held this Thursday at 11 a.m. in Conference Room 1.  I know you are happy, Mark.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And also, José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, will be joining us at noon tomorrow to launch the report, “World Economic Situation and Prospects”.  We will have embargoed copies of the report’s executive summary and accompanying press release in my office sometime this afternoon, so you should have more information on that before the press briefing tomorrow.

**Suggestion Box
Now that I’ve been here for a week, I’ve noticed that all of you have made different suggestions.  I’ve noticed that some of you have come to me about the suggestions, so I’ve decided to put a suggestion box in my office.  Feel free to share your inputs with me, you know, whenever you feel like there is something more you would like and there is something that you need to know and that it has not yet been provided.

That’s all for this.  Thank you. 

**Questions and Answers
Question:  The head of the UN Climate Secretariat, Yvo de Boer, said in Paris last week that he wanted Ban Ki-moon to call a summit of world Governments to decide on the next steps on climate change and global warming, and I am wondering what he thinks of that.

Spokesperson:  Well, I have discussed the issue with him and he says he thinks it is a very important issue, and he is definitely putting climate change on the top of his agenda. 

Question:  And the summit -– his idea for a world summit?

Spokesperson:  He hasn’t said yet whether or not he would be for a summit.  I don’t have the specifics on it yet.

Question:  Since the Secretary-General said last week that he did not want foreign forces in Somalia, I am wondering if he has any comment on the US bombing that has taken place –- well, if he had any comment on that.

Spokesperson:  We are trying to get more information on the military action in southern Somalia, including through the Office in Nairobi of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Somalia.  For now, we do not have any information, beyond what has been reported in the media.  Notwithstanding the motives for this reported military action, the Secretary-General is concerned about the new dimension this kind of action could introduce to the conflict and the possible escalation of hostilities that may result.  He is also concerned about the impact this will have on the civilian population in southern Somalia and regrets the reported loss of civilian lives.  And I would like to say that, regarding the latest strikes, the humanitarian operations were suspended in that area and international staff was evacuated, when the recent fighting started prior to Christmas, as you remember.  Currently, humanitarian operations have not resumed and there are no international humanitarian staffers in that area. 

Question:  Just with regards to understanding international law here –- does dropping bombs constitute a violation of an arms embargo?  I am not sure how that works under international law.  And does –- from the UN’s understanding of Security Council resolution 1725 and previous resolutions -- is intervention by the US legal?

Spokesperson:  Well, as you know, the Security Council is supposed to discuss Somalia tomorrow, so you should definitely have more about this tomorrow.

Question:  I mean, I think the Secretariat also has a view on actions as to whether they are legal according to Security Council resolutions, or not.  Would it be possible to get some kind of clarification on that?

Spokesperson:  Yes, we are trying to get clarification on that. 

Question:  We heard a lot during Mr. Ban’s predecessor’s time about extrajudicial killing.  [Inaudible] discussed extrajudicial killing?

Spokesperson:  Well, this has not come up yet, but what is your specific question about that?

Question:  Whether this falls within that category that was constantly denounced by the United Nations in the past of killing terrorist leaders, as the Americans call them, without taking them to trial, which was called extrajudicial killing.  It was constantly denounced in the case of Israel by Mr. Annan and others.  The question is, does this fall within the same category?

Spokesperson:  I will enquire about the answer that the Secretary-General would have on this issue, but the UN position stands on this.

Question:  What’s the status of all the Special Representatives?  Do they fall within the same category as ASGs and USGs who have to tend their resignations?  How is this transition going to be handled?

Spokesperson:  Well, as I mentioned yesterday, only 60 people received –- actually, 58 people received the letters, and most of them are from Headquarters.  The missions in the field are not touched by this request.  I think, this is a second step –- reviewing the missions at a later date. 

Question:  Because you were asked at that time on the dollar-a-year people -– where are they at?

Spokesperson:  Same answer as for the heads of missions.

Question:  Also to the climate change question.  Mr. De Boer, the head of UNFCC, has also announced that next week he is coming to New York.  Now, the question is, will the Secretary-General himself meet with him, because he left the meeting with the Secretary-General open in his announcement?

Spokesperson:  OK, I will check on this for you, whether he will meet the Secretary-General, but I believe so. 

[The Spokesperson later added that, because the Secretary-General was highly interested in the issue of climate change, he did plan to meet with a number of officials on that topic.]

Question:  The Secretary-General yesterday put out a statement on Myanmar, and it appears today that the United States is going to introduce a resolution in the Security Council.  Does the Secretary-General have any plans to send Mr. Gambari or any other envoy back to Myanmar to discuss the latest situation with the Government? 

Spokesperson:  We don’t have anything further on this issue, you know, further to the statement I read yesterday.

Question:  Still on this Somalia gunship –- is there any communication between either Ethiopia or the United States and the UN system in terms of coordinating to not actually injure humanitarian workers?  Do you know if the UN system has received any prior notice?

Spokesperson:  Not that I know of. 

Question:  Could you find that out?

Spokesperson:  Yes. 

[The Spokesperson later reiterated that, prior to the recent fighting, humanitarian workers had been evacuated from the conflict area.]

Question:  And also, in the last two days, there has been a somewhat similar incident in China, where China said that it killed alleged terrorists in Xinjiang province, and there seems to be lots of scepticism whether the people, in fact, were terrorists, or not.  So I guess, I want to ask the same question, whether the UN system has anything to say about that and whether that would constitute extrajudicial killings, as well.
Spokesperson:  OK, I will further investigate this issue on extrajudicial killings for you.

Question:  There have been these protests in Nepal of UNHCR for reducing the benefit to urban refugees.  Does the Secretary-General have any response to these?

Spokesperson:  No, I think, you should talk to UNHCR, so they can explain why they had to diminish the amount of food aid they were giving.  There are specific reasons for this and you can get in touch directly with them.

Question:  One last question.  This is about one of the dollar-a-year individuals.  I think, you said that Iqbal Riza did not get a letter, because his mandate -– or someone in your office said that his mandate… Is his mandate with the UN finished?  Is he still a dollar-a-year guy?  Or did it end with the Alliance of Civilizations?

Spokesperson:  I’ll check on that.  I know you brought this question up.

Question:  And there seems to be some report that he is still in the building.  So if he can explain… 

Spokesperson:  I can find out for you.  Yes.

[The Spokesperson later added that Iqbal Riza was still a dollar-a-year employee.]

Thank you very much.
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