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Moscow News: “Phase out energy subsidies” – UN

http://mnweekly.rian.ru/business/20080828/55343727.html
28/08/2008

ACCRA, Ghana - A new U.N. report urges countries to phase out energy subsidies, saying they often waste money, do not always help the poor and are bad for the environment. 

Gas-rich Russia leads countries spending the most in energy subsidies, laying out $40 billion a year, according to the U.N. Environment Program report released Tuesday at a 160-nation conference aimed at drafting a new treaty to contain global warming. Oil-exporter Iran is second, spending $37 billion, while Saudi Arabia, the world's leading oil producer, is also among the top five. 

Governments spend as much as $300 billion a year total in subsidies that encourage consumption and discourage efficiency. The subsidies delay the transition from dirty energy to more climate-friendly sources of power, said the UNEP report. 

Subsidies "don't always help the poor who need it most" and often benefit the wealthy, said Kaveh Zahedi, UNEP's climate change coordinator. Some African countries are known to spend all the foreign development aid they received to pay for the increase in fuel prices, which may be politically popular but economically damaging. 

"In the final analysis, many fossil fuel subsidies are introduced for political reasons but are simply propping up and perpetuating inefficiencies in the global economy," said UNEP director Achim Steiner, who also is a U.N. undersecretary general. 

In a statement released with the report, Steiner advised governments to "urgently review their energy subsidies and begin phasing out the harmful ones." 

Several countries have felt the consequences of cutting subsidies. Last year, for example, riots erupted in Myanmar when cash-strapped autho​rities raised fuel prices as much as 500 percent. 

The U.N. report said money could be redirected into programs that support low income families more directly and should be targeted to promote green energy, such as wind or solar. 

Cutting off the subsidies would be good for the environment as it would reduce carbon emissions by as much as 6 percent, said Zahedi. 

"It's clearly an area that we need to re-examine in our fight against climate change," he said on the sidelines of the conference. 

The conference is the third session this year working on the details of a climate change accord to succeed the Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012. Scientists say the emission of greenhouse gases must peak within 10 to 15 years and then drop sharply to avoid potentially catastrophic changes in the climate.  

By Arthur Max 

Associated Press 
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Gulf Daily News: Petrol price rises 'not the answer' 

  By FATEN BUSHEHRI

CUTTING petrol subsidies would be the last straw, say families already struggling with soaring prices.

Many say they are forced to drive because of poor public transport, so higher fuel prices would do little to help the environment by cutting consumption or exhaust emissions.

It would just make life even harder for ordinary people, while the government pocketed the extra income, said some of those interviewed in a spot survey by the GDN. 

They were reacting to a call by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) for countries worldwide to cut back on fossil fuel subsidies.

Unep says the $300 billion (BD113.4bn) a year (or 0.7 per cent of global domestic product) is spent on subsidising petrol, coal, gas and electricity generated by fossil fuels, rarely really helped the poor and harmed the environment through greenhouse gas emissions.

"Eliminating these price support systems could slash emissions by up to 6pc a year, while providing a 0.1pc GDP boost worldwide," it says.

In Bahrain, drivers pay 100 fils a litre for the higher-grade Mumtaz petrol and 80 fils for Jayed (10 times cheaper than in some countries) - thanks to government subsidy.

But drivers were not convinced when the GDN asked them if they would be happy to pay more for fuel, to save the planet. 

Bahraini Nadia Bahman said she is totally against raising petrol prices and was not willing to pay more.

"I live in Sanad and I don't drive to Manama so often anymore to visit my mum, because traffic wastes my fuel and I spend a lot already on filling my car's tank," said Mrs Bahman.

She said everything was already expensive; including gas and fuel and the so-called environmental campaign was just another excuse to exploit people.

"Poor people have already been victims of inflation and they won't be able to afford paying more for anything. They can hardly survive," she said.

"I used to fill my tank for BD8 a year ago and it used to last for a week, but now with all the traffic and road constructions, a full tank last only three days.

"If we are urged to pay more for petrol, the government should at least raise salaries to help citizens create a financial balance in their daily lives."

Bahraini Jassim Al Shaikh, whose family of five has seven cars, said there were other ways to protect the environment, rather than take money away from people.

"Bahrain needs a transportation network, such as trains and metros, as well as improving the bussing system, to make it more helpful for Bahrainis," he said.

"That is a very effective way to protect the environment and there is no need for people to pay more for anything.

"Using the environment as an excuse is a false cause and the money will only be in the benefit of the government."

As an alternative, Mr Al Shaikh said the government could start a new taxation system, so that people with larger, fuel-guzzling cars pay more than those with more fuel-economical vehicles. 

"I think fuel is cheap in Bahrain compared to other countries like the UK, where I pay the equivalent of BD50 to fill my tank, but I still think that people in Bahrain shouldn't pay more because there are people who can't afford it," said Mr Al Shaikh.

Jordanian Origin Saqer Izzat, who lives in Adliya, said people in Bahrain were already under enough economic stress.

"Saving the environment is the government's responsibility, in co-operation with the people, by informing them and keeping them aware and not taking money away from them," said Mr Izzat.

"I pay BD75 per month just for petrol and my daughter pays around BD50 for her car.

"Considering the low incomes in Bahrain, that amount is too much for petrol and we can't afford to pay more, let alone the rising prices of food, rentals and so on, it is like asking people to pay taxes."

On the other hand, one mother from Riffa said making people pay more would do nothing for the environment, since people would still be forced to drive to get to work or anywhere else.

"Cars are going to be driven in all cases and the environment is going to be affected, no matter how much they raise fuel prices or force people to pay more, " said the Bahraini, who would be named only as Um Mohammed. 

"Since we have no other means of transportation, the only change that will occur is the burden and pressure on the citizens."

Um Jassim, British origin who lives in East Riffa, said she thought the government was constantly taking money from Bahraini people, so it was time to shift the burden.

"A rise in fuel prices would affect everyone, down to the poorest people and I don't think they are in a situation where they can pay more, especially as there are no other means of transportation and nobody can walk in this heat," she said.

Bahraini Maitham Al Saffar, who lives in Manama, said he was against paying more for fuel and the environment was polluted anyway.

"A Bahraini citizen has no income in his pocket, with inflation and low salaries," he said.

"I earn BD700 (a month) and my wife earns BD300, but we pay a rent of BD200, and loans of BD400 per month, which leaves us with so little to buy food, and pay bills.".

On the other hand, English tutor Lee Barnes, who lives in Tashan said he was up for paying more if it meant having a better environment.

"I think fuel is extremely cheap in the Middle East that I don't mind paying more to save the environment, but I would like to see the prices of food and properties go down," he said.

"There is a huge need for private transportation in Bahrain because there is no public transportation culture here and it will put more pressure on Bahrainis if they had to pay more for filling their cars."

Mr Barnes said he disagreed with people who say that fuel is expensive in Bahrain, because compared to UK and other countries, it is "ridiculously cheap".

Meanwhile, a mother expressed her agreement to the importance of environment, if there was a balance between taxes and salaries.

"I think the environment is a very important issue, but with inflation coupled with low incomes, people can't pay more for anything," said the Bahraini, who would only be named as Um Fares.

"In order for them to contribute in this matter, the government should at least raise the salaries."

Bahraini cashier Muneera Habib said protecting the environment was the government's responsibility and the government should pay for it from the national budget.

"Living expenses are increasing day by day and our living standards are getting lower to the point that it's pressuring us," she said.

"Paying more for fuel is going to cut our house budgets and create many financial obstacles."

Dutchman Peter Van Gestel who lives in Janabiya and has a family of four, said he would pay more for fuel because in the Middle East there is much more that could be done in order to protect the environment.

"I understand it is going to be difficult for Bahrainis, with them having to pay more for their cars, considering low salaries, but I would not mind paying more," said Mr Gestel.
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Gulf Daily News: Goodbye To Cheap Petrol?

By MANDEEP SINGH

MANAMA

MANAMA: Bahrain could soon scrap cheap petrol for all, in favour of a system geared to help only the needy.

"Why should someone who has, say 10 cars, pay the same price for a litre of fuel as someone who can barely afford one?" Oil and Gas Affairs Minister Dr Abdul Hussain Mirza told the GDN.

He was responding to a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) call for a worldwide curb on fossil fuel subsidies, to help cut greenhouse gas emissions and to spur economic growth.

Bahrain is looking at ending blanket subsidies of petrol and diesel, but would continue to help the needy, said Dr Mirza, who is also National Oil and Gas Authority chairman.

Drivers in Bahrain pay 100 fils a litre for high-grade Mumtaz petrol and 80 fils for Jayed.

"The yearly $400 million which the government of Bahrain gives on such local products is being misused and leading to overuse," said Dr Mirza.

"I agree with the UNEP view and am of the opinion that because these products are cheap, they are not being used properly.

"Also, the cheap prices do not help the environmental cause, because of overuse."

He said if the subsidies were to be removed, the products would become expensive and people would be careful while using them.

"The subsidies are being used by everyone, while they should really be directed towards the poor,"

said Dr Mirza.

He said prices of these products had remained unchanged for a quarter of a century.

"A system is now being envisaged through which only those who really need the cheap prices would be able to get them. We are of the view that in the long tern, subsidies should be directed towards only the needy," said Dr Mirza.

Price rises 'not the answer' - 4-5
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The News (Pakistan):Pakistan, UNEP to enhance cooperation [image: image1.png]
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Friday, August 29, 2008
by Our correspondent

Islamabad

The Ministry of Environment and United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) would further strengthen cooperation for protection of environment and venture new initiatives regarding integrated solid waste management, climate change adaptation, natural resource management, environmental education, curriculum and institutional capacity building. 

This was agreed in a meeting of a delegation of UNEP led by Dr. Dubato Sinha with Federal Minister for Environment Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi here Thursday. Secretary of the Ministry of Environment, Khusnud Akhtar Lashari, and representatives of the Unicef, UNDP and UNIDO also attended the meeting wherein it was aspired that further initiatives would be taken in Pakistan for protection of environment. 

While talking to the delegation, the federal minister said that UNEP and Ministry of Environment have been engaged in addressing the environmental issues in Pakistan. He appreciated the support of UN organisations for assistance in preparation of National Sustainable Strategy and provision of technical assistance in other sectors. 

He said that the government has announced 2009, as ‘Year of the Environment’ and we would look forward for cooperation of the UNEP to boost launching of environmental programmes during the year. The support of UNEP to Pakistan needs to be increased through their active engagement in one UN core programme area on environment and increasing portfolios of projects in Pakistan, he said. 

In the meeting, the representatives of the UNEP, UNDP, UNIDO and Unicef expressed that all possible cooperation would be extended for addressing the environmental issues in Pakistan and special focus is laid on environment in the one UN reform programme. 

According to a spokesman at the Ministry of Environment, the representatives of the UN agencies said that the presence of joint thematic working group in Pakistan is playing important role in formulation of the policies and strengthening the institutional capacity. They expressed the hope that the new projects would be initiated for protection of environment in collaboration with the UN agencies.
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Business Daily (Nairobi) World needs to prevent environment damage  
  Written by Achim Steiner   

August 29, 2008: The threat of global climate change has put the environment high on the international agenda.

Images of environmental change — from melting glaciers to expanding deserts and disappearing forests — are regular front page news.

The challenge we face today is clear. We must adapt to an altered environment and we must make greater efforts to prevent continued damage that will further increase human vulnerability.

If we are going to deal with risk effectively, our efforts need to be scaled up significantly. Patterns of disaster risk are changing.

The critical ecosystems that support community resilience are being lost at an alarming rate due to changes in climate and our mismanagement of natural resources.

One need look no further than the latest findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change or UNEP’s Global Environment Outlook-4.

These reports describe ever-sobering scenarios that are likely to play out on a far shorter timescale than was previously supposed.

Major changes in ecosystems are predicted for increases in global average temperature beyond 1.5-2.5°C.  

This will affect biodiversity and a variety of ecosystem goods and services — from water and food supply to storm and flood regulation. Among the impacts will be increased migration. There is evidence that large numbers of people are already on the move, with millions more expected to follow as climate change mounts.

Progress towards the Millennium Development Goals may slow or even reverse.

In Africa’s Sahel, warmer and drier conditions have reduced the crop-growing season. In the same region, up to 600 million people could be at risk of increased water stress if temperatures rise by 2°C or more.

The world’s coastal areas are also affected. Sea-level rise and unsustainable human development are depleting coastal wetlands and mangroves and increasing damage from coastal flooding.

Millions of people in densely-populated and low-lying areas where adaptive capacity is relatively low are projected to be flooded annually due to sea-level rise and other challenges, such as tropical storms, by the 2080s.

We know how to conduct risk assessments. We also know how to protect ecosystems.

We now need to turn our attention to dramatically scaling up implementation.

This will require greater political commitment and financial support.

The invoice for our greenhouse gas emissions that are changing the climate includes an increase in the frequency and extremities of natural hazards.

Mr Steiner is UN under-secretary general and executive director, UNEP.
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Manila Bulletin: Educating, empowering, and supporting the youth to become effective stewards of this world’s goods

At the recent biannual Tunza International Children’s Conference organized by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), around 700 children from 100 countries shared their stories on how to create a better, healthier planet.

The event was one of the largest children’s conferences in the world. The weeklong gathering brought together children aged 10 to 14 years who are engaged in environmental issues, aiming to increase their awareness and equip them with skills to promote environmental projects in their respective communities.

Encouraging the participation of the youth in local, national, and global issues has become a popular initiative. Rightly so, because many of the problems confronting today’s societies affect not only the adults, but more particularly the youth. They too experience the difficulties and threats resulting from climate change. They too are affected by the consequences of migration for better job options, particularly when their countries are unable to provide the required employment opportunities for their parents and for those among them who have earned the necessary qualifications to be classified as part of the labor force. Those among them who are part of government, industry, and other sectors of society are confronted with the challenge to think of creative and innovative ways to help resolve the problems that have mostly resulted from the actions of adults.

The children and youth of today have learned to discern what it is that they need, and what it is that would make this world a better place to live in. Terms like social justice, environmental degradation, climate change, social displacement, green planet, clean energy, commitment to a peaceful world, social equity, greater tolerance for diversity, are just a few of the more serious, previously adult-associated terms added not just to the youth’s vocabulary but to their everyday concerns as well.

But the success of the initiative to involve the youth in local, national, and global affairs will go beyond asking them to present project concepts, or exposing them to the staggering realities, or educating them on the meanings of terminologies that represent the ills of this world. We also need to empower, guide, and support them and make them likewise accountable, if they are to become effective stewards of this world for a better future.
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STM News: Interview: Mohamed Atani, Technical Officer for OARE, UNEP
Launched in 2006, the OARE (Online Access to Research in the Environment) programme provides access to over 1300 peer reviewed titles to over

100 low income countries. Over 350 publishers participate in the programme, but paramount to its success is the coordination and support provided

by other programme partners including Yale University and UNEP (the United Nations Environment Programme). We asked Mohamed Atani, Technical Officer for OARE at UNEP to tell us more about OARE and the role UNEP plays.

Q1: Can you provide us with some background to OARE and outline UNEP’s role within the programme?

MA: OARE was launched in October 2006 by UNEP in partnership with Yale University and some of the world’s leading publishing houses. The initiative arose as one of UNEP’s responses to reach the objectives of the Bali Strategic Plan for

Technology Support and Capacity-Building. By helping member states to have access to key information, environmental experts and policy makers, UNEP is able to support governments by providing guidance on complex environmental

issues. 

At the launch of the programme Mr. Achim Steiner, the Executive Director of UNEP emphasised that ’UNEP, by leading this capacity building initiative, is

implementing OARE with one objective in mind: to make access to research in the environment more easily and more effectively accessible to people across the world. It is about sharing knowledge and sharing information in the digital age’.

So far 1100 institutions from 108 developing countries are registered for the programme. UNEP ensures support to all these institutions by providing technical assistance and training. It plays a crucial role in promoting the programme in

eligible countries and managing the partnership.

Q2. UNEP has its headquarters in Nairobi, with other offices internationally. Does your location help your understanding of the practical challenges

facing researchers in developing countries? 
MA: Of course, this position makes us understand and have an overview on the challenges that researchers are facing in developing countries. These challenges are similar in most developing countries: lack of infrastructure, lack of skills to use

new technology for information and communication, and how to connect science to development. We frequently communicate our experiences to colleagues running both HINARI and AGORA in Geneva and Rome. The objective is to work together to deliver as one and share knowledge and resources to redress these challenges in developing countries.

Q3. How does OARE fit with the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support & Capacity Building?
MA: OARE is perfectly in line with the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building. This plan provides UNEP with an important mandate to strengthen national capacities for data collection, research, analysis, monitoring and integrated environmental assessment; developing institutional capacities,

staff training and support for appropriate and adaptable technologies and methodologies; support for scientific exchanges and for the establishment of environmental and inter-disciplinary information networks.
OARE responds also to UNEP’s original mandate (UNGA resolution 2997) which called on UNEP to promote the contribution of the relevant international scientific and other professional communities to the acquisition, assessment and exchange of environmental knowledge and information.

Q4. OARE has been running since October 2006. Is it too early to see benefits from the programme, or have there already been improvements e.g. in

research activities or environmental monitoring, arising from the availability of the information offered through OARE?
What effect are OARE and its sister programmes HINARI & AGORA having on

research activities in developing nations? This letter received by the OARE team earlier this  year gives you an idea.
Dear Sir/Madam

Since I received a user's name and a password for OARE a few weeks ago and distributed them among my colleagues and research students in the Botany Department, it has been a revolution in gathering scientific information and updating methodology and way of thinking. Most of members of Botany Department who had access to OARE could not believe that they have access

to recent publications- as recent as 1997, let alone 2008.

Most of our M Sc and Ph D theses would not have the chance to include publications after mid eighties when our University stopped subscribing

to scientific journals due to financial difficulties and mismanagement. I sincerely believe that OARE is doing an outstanding job to our ‘poor’ country.

On behalf of members of the Botany Department, Faculty of Science, University of Khartoum, I would like to express our deep and sincere gratitude.

Best regards
Dr Faisal A. Sinada Department of Botany, University of Khartoum

Interview:

Mohamed Atani, Technical Officer for OARE, UNEP continued

MA: I think that the letter from Dr. Faisal Sinada in Sudan shows clearly how developing countries are benefiting from OARE. We have evidence from

hundreds of emails received from different countries from Madagascar, Uganda and Liberia to Vietnam and Myanmar to Guatemala and Honduras. Senders are researchers, lecturers, students, librarians, administrators and others. All

of them testified the great benefit of the OARE programme for research in their institutions.
I have personally heard positive feedback from trainees during the training that we have organized in Africa. I am also from one of the eligible countries, Morocco, and worked more than 5 years as a director of medical library. I can tell you that

the OARE-HINARI-AGORA programmes are making tangible change in our countries. 
Q5. We have seen from the letter to OARE on behalf of the Department of Botany at the University of Khartoum that in that particular case, OARE is helping to re-invigorate research activities which had been starved of information for 20 years.

In other cases, people are gaining access to information for the very first time. Is it realistic to expect eventual outcomes from the programme which will benefit the environment globally, or do you expect only localised benefits?
MA: Environmental issues don’t have borders. Climate change is affecting everyone from Beijing to California and everyone is requested to act, and

immediately. It’s a global challenge. Desertification can be a local matter but it certainly has consequences regionally and even globally.
Think about regional security, food crisis, and immigration.

The environmental challenge is not limited to the scientific community in developed countries. Researchers and scientists in developing countries are actually aware of the tremendous challenge that their countries are facing. They know that they

should act to help their governments and public by providing them guidance on complex environmental issues.

Everyone is aware that access to scientific information is at the heart of the process of facing environmental challenges. We trained more than 40 researchers and scientists in Sudan in April this year and we have been requested to go back to

train other senior researchers in November. It means that the scientific community in developing countries is eager to learn. Certainly, the benefit will be more than local.
Q6. Publisher support for OARE and the related programmes HINARI and AGORA has been confirmed through to 2015, mirroring the timescale of the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals. What development do you hope to see over the next seven years as a result of OARE?
MA: The decision made by the publishers to support OARE and other sister programmes, until at least 2015, is wise. We thank them for their commitment on behalf of all institutions that are eligible for these programmes.

We have seen other partners joining the programme such as Microsoft and we expect to welcome others on board for this partnership. This is a wonderful and exciting programme. It makes UN agencies, private and public sector work

together to help developing countries to gain I recently attended the partners meeting in Washington. Colleagues from other UN agencies, publishing houses and technical companies are full of energy to support these programmes.

The OARE programme is participating meaningfully in achieving UNEP’s goals as a science-based organization to make relevant scientific information on environmental issues available for developing countries. This information will help decisionmakers, negotiators and their institutions in developing countries to shape their scientific skills so that they can efficiently contribute to a strengthened international regime on environmental issues.
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Xinhua: Démarrage à Libreville de la Conférence interministérielle sur la santé et l'environnement en Afrique

  
2008-08-29 07:18:09 
 

     LIBREVILLE, 28 août (Xinhua) -- Les travaux de la conférence  interministérielle sur la santé et l'environnement en Afrique  organisée par l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) et le  Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) en  collaboration avec le gouvernement gabonais, a officiellement  débuté jeudi à Libreville après deux jours de réunion préparatoire.  

     La cérémonie d'ouverture de cette conférence a été présidée par le vice-présent gabonais Didjob Divungi Di Ndinge. Les travaux  regroupent tous les ministres de la Santé et de l'Environnement du continent. C'est la première réunion du genre dont le but est  d'établir la corrélation entre la santé humaine et l'environnement. 

     25% des décès dans le monde sont dus aux problèmes  environnementaux, selon le directeur du Bureau régional pour  l'Afrique du PNUE, Mounkaila Goumandakoye présent à la rencontre  de Libreville. 

     Assainir l'environnement permettrait d'éviter 18 millions de  morts par an, a pour sa part affirmé Maria Neira, responsable du  Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement. 

     Les ministres africains vont peaufiner à Libreville une  stratégie visant à assainir l'environnement urbain pour une  meilleure santé des citoyens. 

     Les recommandations issues de cette rencontre seront soumises à l'Union africaine (UA).
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AFP : Le changement de climat pourrait tuer des millions de personnes d'ici 20 ans 28 août 2008 
[also appearing in Jeuneafrique.com]

Le changement climatique pourrait provoquer la mort de millions de personnes d'ici vingt ans en raison de ses effets sur la malnutrition et les maladies, estiment des experts réunis à Libreville pour une conférence interministérielle sur la santé et l'environnement en Afrique. 

"Hippocrate disait déjà que pour étudier la médecine, il fallait étudier le climat. Le changement climatique aura des effets directs et indirects sur la santé des gens. Directs avec des désastres, des inondations, des sécheresses, mais aussi indirects avec les maladies", analyse le médecin espagnol Maria Neira, directrice du département Santé publique et environnement à l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS). 

"Entre le milieu des années 1970 et les années 2000, le changement climatique a été responsable d'environ 150.000 morts supplémentaires par an. Il touche de manière écrasante les populations les plus pauvres. Selon nos estimations, les chiffres devraient croître, et encore nous ne prenons en compte qu'une partie des causes (de morts dus au changement climatique). Ce n'est que la partie immergée de l'iceberg", affirme à l'AFP le chercheur Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum, spécialiste du sujet à l'OMS. 

"A ce rythme là", le nombre de morts, causés directement par le changement climatique, se chiffrera en millions "d'ici à vingt ans", estime-t-il en marge de la première conférence interministérielle sur la santé et l'environnement en Afrique, qui se tient cette semaine. 

Le paludisme, qui fait environ un million de morts par an et touche plusieurs millions de personnes, devrait progresser. "Nous avons déjà un gros problème de paludisme, et le changement climatique va le rendre encore plus difficile. La température influe sur la survie des moustiques et sur les parasites (qui transmettent le paludisme) à l'intérieur des moustiques. En gros, plus il fait chaud et plus le taux d'infection est haut", explique le Dr. Campbell-Lendrum. 

Avec l'augmentation des températures et la fréquence accrue des inondations, le paludisme apparaît déjà dans des régions ou à des altitudes où des cas n'avaient pas été signalés jusqu'à présent. 

Autre source d'inquiétude, les maladies diarrhéiques. Là encore, la température joue un rôle crucial. "Dans de nombreux cas, la bactérie qui infecte l'eau ou la nourriture survit mieux à une température plus élevée. Mais, l'augmentation du nombre d'inondations et surtout de sécheresses va contaminer les sources d'eau. Par exemple, en période de sécheresse, les gens stockent de l'eau pendant plus longtemps ou se lavent moins les mains", explique le chercheur. 

"Un de nos plus gros soucis est la sous-nutrition. C'est le principal facteur de mauvaise santé et elle tue 3,5 million de personnes par an. (Avec le changement climatique), la production alimentaire devrait augmenter légèrement dans les pays riches mais devrait baisser autour de l'Equateur. Ceux qui en ont le plus besoin en auront moins", souligne le Dr Campbell-Lendrum. 

Toutefois, comme le souligne Banon Siaka, un ingénieur du Burkina Faso, "on est d'accord sur le constat mais il y a un défi: comment se développer et moins polluer? C'est difficile". 

"Les pays africains sont ceux qui ont le moins contribué au changement climatique et ce sont eux qui en souffrent le plus", fait remarquer le Dr Neira. 

"Nous ne voulons en aucun cas compromettre la lutte contre la pauvreté dans les pays les plus pauvres. Les pays riches, qui ont contribué à la plus grande partie du problème, doivent faire le premier pas", estime le Dr Campbell-Lendrum. 

"Des exemples de développement durable peuvent permettre à la fois de réduire les émissions de gaz à effet de serre et améliorer la santé", assure-t-il. "Ce n'est pas un choix entre +développer+ et +ne pas développer+ mais +comment développer+."
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=============================================================
Other Environment News
Reuters:  Rich or poor? New faultline in U.N. climate talks
Thu 28 Aug 2008, 13:24 GMT

[-] Text [+] By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

ACCRA, Aug 28 (Reuters) - Rich countries are pushing developing nations with the strongest economies to do far more to combat climate change, opening a faultline between rich and poor in U.N. talks on global warming.

The European Union, for instance, says that some developing nations such as Singapore, Argentina and some OPEC states have grown richer than some developed nations which have to shoulder the burden of cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.

"We want some of the developing nations to do more," said Brice Lalonde of France, who led the EU delegation at Aug. 21-27 talks among 160 nations on a broader new climate treaty to be agreed by the end of 2009.

"There needs to be more differentiation among developing nations," he said.

The current fight against climate change is led by 37 developed nations in the Kyoto Protocol who have agreed to cut emissions by five percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. Developing nations have no targets.

Many poor nations, which negotiate in a bloc at U.N. talks, strongly oppose any attempt by the rich to redefine the boundary between rich and poor, seeing it as a diversion from a need for the rich to make ever deeper cuts in emissions.

"The (1992 U.N. Climate) Convention did not provide for differentiation between developing countries," said Byron Blake of Antigua and Barbuda, chair of a group of more than 130 developing nations in Accra known as the G77 and China.

Any such talk would be a "diversion of effort", he told Reuters. Rich nations have to agree deeper cuts in greenhouse gases, mainly from burning fossil fuels, to slow impacts such as heatwaves, floods, desertification and rising seas.

The European Union, Japan and Australia are among nations that say it is unfair to expect the rich group from almost two decades ago to keep on taking the lead. Kyoto groups all rich nations except the United States, which rejected the pact.

NEW WORLD ORDER

Since the early 1990s, non-Kyoto countries such as Mexico and South Korea have joined the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, grouping rich nations.

Non-Kyoto nations such as Argentina or Qatar have higher per capita incomes than insiders Russia or some eastern EU members. And by some World Bank yardsticks of purchasing power, non-Kyoto Singapore has higher per capita income than the United States.

"Most developing countries are not in favour of differentiation," Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat, told Reuters. "I can't predict where that debate is going to go."

A new treaty will demand deeper cuts from developed nations by 2020 and only "actions" by developing nations to slow the rise of their emissions. 

"It's a real chicken and egg situation," said Angela Anderson of the Washington-based Pew Environment Group, with both rich and poor wanting the other to promise more. "It is a big divide."

Developed nations say limited funds must focus on the poorest, such as in sub-Saharan Africa.

But Blake said rich nations should focus on keeping past promises to help the developing nations, which have contributed least to greenhouse gas emissions since the Industrial Revolution and now need to burn energy to end poverty.

"Nations with binding commitments have not, I repeat have not, delivered on those commitments," he said.

Some nations outside Kyoto are promising to do more. South Korea says, for instance, that it plans to set a binding target for emissions and wants to act as a bridge between the developing and developed nations.

And South Africa has laid out a scenario that could mean a peak in its greenhouse gas emissions by 2020-25. 

Splitting up developing nations "is going to be an issue for further discussions," said Harlan Watson, head of the U.S. delegation.

Developing nations are unanimous in saying they cannot be expected to do more when the United States has no goals. Both candidates to succed President George W. Bush, Republican John McCain and Democrat Barack Obama, say they will do more.

-- For Reuters latest environment blogs click on: http://blogs.reuters.com/environment/ (Editing by Diana Abdallah) 
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Guardian: China's lead in race for new nuclear plants could create UK skills famine

· Rising fuel costs eclipse post-Chernobyl fears
· Expert forecasts rush to build atomic stations

· Mark Milner 

· The Guardian, 

· Friday August 29 2008 

Britain's plans for a new generation of nuclear power stations will face a fierce challenge for skills and resources from countries keen to build their own, according to research published today. 

China has plans for 24 nuclear plants and outline proposals for another 76, according to the Economic Research Council, using figures from the International Energy Agency and the IAEA. 

"China's plans indicate its key role in new nuclear build, and the impact of just a small element of its projects being realised would have major implications for new nuclear build capacity — and the many constraints," according to the ERC.

The research into planned and proposed nuclear plants is part of the ERC's Digest of Energy Statistics 2008, tracking energy trends including consumption, reserves, prices and efficiency at the
European Union and world levels. The ERC defines planned plants as those with funding and planning consent , while proposed plants may lack funding, planning consent or both. 

One of the digest's editors, Nigel Hawkins, said there had been little nuclear new-build in the world after the Chernobyl disaster 20 years ago, but rising fossil fuel prices and the need for new electricity capacity has meant that most leading countries are now looking at the possibility of new nuclear facilities. 

"Over the next 20 to 30 years we are going to see a major ramp-up in nuclear build ," he said. 

Hawkins pointed out that the number of companies capable of nuclear newbuild was limited. They include Areva, which has applied jointly with EDF for UK approval of the technology for the EPR reactor, General Electric, Westinghouse — which Toshiba bought from British Nuclear Fuels in early 2006 — and Atomic Energy of Canada. 

In Britain, the authorities are looking at building a small number of nuclear power plants and are studying at least three reactor designs. British Energy and the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority are expected to put forward a number of sites close to existing nuclear plants or former facilities which have been closed. 

Hawkins warned that, given the volumes under consideration by Beijing, the relatively small programme being considered by Britain could mean China would be seen as more of a priority by nuclear plant construction companies

In June, business and enterprise secretary John Hutton said: "As more and more countries seek to insulate themselves against future energy price rises and the irrefutable reality of climate change, they're competing hard to enable their own nuclear programmes. 

"The UK government has the ambition and commitment to build and maintain the best market in the world for companies to do business in nuclear power.

"The UK must aim to become the world's number one location for new nuclear investment." 

The government owns more than a third of British Energy and has given its blessing to plans for EDF to make a bid for the company, though no offer has yet emerged because of opposition by other shareholders. EDF is seen as a good fit because it has the experience of running existing nuclear power plants and nuclear new -build. But the government is keen to stress that its nuclear policy does not rest entirely on a British Energy/EDF tie-up. 

A spokesman from the Department for Business and Enterprise said: "We are not putting all our eggs into one basket. "
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New York Times: A Hard Habit to Break, Even With Gas at $10 a Gallon 

By ELISABETH ROSENTHAL
ROME — Ten dollars a gallon may seem unthinkable to American drivers still smarting from the spike in gas prices to around $4 a gallon. But that was nearly the price that Marco Annarumi faced recently when filling his Jeep on his way home from work. 

“It hasn’t changed my driving at all — not a bit — I just have to work harder,” he said with seeming indifference.

High oil prices and high taxes on gas pushed the average price of gasoline to new heights in much of Europe this summer. Yet transportation experts in this laboratory of sky-high fuel prices say that many Europeans, out of necessity, habit or love, have proved surprisingly willing to bear the extra cost of driving. That raises questions as to how effective high prices by themselves can be in achieving the ambitious targets for reducing carbon dioxide emissions that European leaders have committed themselves to meeting.

Gas prices have persuaded some people to drive less. Traffic on the Eurostar train that links London and Paris was up 21 percent in the first three months of 2008. Gas purchases in Italy dropped 10 percent compared with the year before. Sales of gas-guzzling sport utility vehicles have plunged across the continent, just as they have in the United States. 

But, at least so far, there are few signs of the wholesale shift away from current driving habits that environmental economists contend is needed for European countries to meet emissions control targets. The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says meeting the targets is crucial if the world is to prevent the worst effects of global warming. Rental car companies say their business is up this summer. Many consumers appear willing to economize in other parts of their lives — eliminating vacations, movies, even birthday gifts — before choosing not to drive. 

“We do see reports of a significant change in the types of cars people are buying, but I’ve been mostly surprised at the lack of a reaction,” said Peder Jensen, a transportation expert at the European Union’s European Environment Agency in Copenhagen. “One had hoped that these prices would deter driving, but people have coped better than we hoped they would.”

Although new car sales in both Europe and the United States have slumped this year, the number of cars per person has continued to rise, partly because many people now have more than one car, according to statistics from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.

Partly because of high gas prices here, European cars are already far more efficient than those sold in the United States. The average new European car gets 40 miles to the gallon, double the average for new cars sold in America. Even so, total carbon emissions from all forms of transportation in Europe are rising. They are about a quarter higher today than they were 20 years ago, while emissions from industry have declined in the same period.

The European Union has committed to reducing its overall carbon dioxide emissions by at least 20 percent by 2020 and by half by 2050. To achieve those goals the region will have to curb auto emissions, most likely through changes in car design, fuel types, traffic control and driving habits.

“We believe that CO2 from personal transport has to be decreased in a holistic way, with contributions from all sectors — no one thing will bring levels down,” said Ivan Hodac, secretary general of the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association in Brussels. He said that if all sides cooperated, levels could come down 25 percent in the next five to seven years. 

The industry is investing heavily in improving the fuel efficiency of conventional cars as well as in designing hybrids and vehicles powered by alternative fuels like electricity and hydrogen, Mr. Hodac said. But these design changes will take at least five years to come to market, and will not solve emissions problems on their own, he added.

“Everyone puts all the pressure on the manufacturers, and we’re doing our part,” he said. “But others should do their part as well; nothing much has been done with driving, improving infrastructure.”

For individuals, lowering transport emissions can involve choosing more efficient vehicles, using public transportation or bicycles, driving at the most fuel-efficient speeds, and avoiding trips in congested areas. Several years ago, the Netherlands instituted a program to promote such behaviors, achieving a modest emissions reduction. 

Recent studies have shown that rising fuel prices have to be combined with government intervention to force lasting changes in the transportation choices that people make.

Phil Goodwin, a professor of transportation policy at the University of West England, said research showed that a 10 percent increase in gas prices produced a 6 to 7 percent drop in fuel consumption over five years, because people drive less and switch to cars that are more fuel efficient.

“Price appears to be a highly effective way of influencing behavior,” Professor Goodwin said. “However,” he added, “price alone doesn’t win popular support or acquiescence. There has to be a package of a variety of different policies, including improvements to public transport, walking and cycling.”

In studies performed for the British government last year, Ben Lane, a transportation consultant based in London, found a “very wide gap” between people’s attitude toward the environment and their willingness to change their driving behavior. 

The costs of buying and using a car are “weak but necessary” factors in pushing people to lower their transportation emissions, he said. More effective are laws that charge people for driving based on the estimated emissions of their vehicles.

Several years ago London instituted a hefty “congestion charge” for traditional vehicles entering the city center; hybrids and electric cars were exempt. Now, the London area has by far the greatest proportion of these alternative-fuel vehicles in the country, Dr. Lane said. 

The resistance to changing driving behavior in part reflects practical problems in cities like Los Angeles and Rome, with poor public transportation. At a time of low fuel prices, people bought homes and accepted jobs in locations that required a car. Malls and offices are often built where land is cheap and there are few public transportation options.

Moreover, some people seem to have the same cost-is-no-object attitude toward cars that they have toward health. Valerio Roselli, 27, who works for Warner Brothers in Rome, continues to drive his S.U.V. to drive to work even though he could readily use public transportation. Rome’s buses are hot, erratic and overcrowded, he said.

High fuel prices in Italy have forced many people to modify their habits, at least temporarily. Traffic dropped on the autostrada, a toll highway, by 2.5 percent between March and June. New car registrations are down 18.2 percent this year compared with last. Sales of Alfa Romeos have dropped by 27 percent. That may reflect the flailing economy here as well as high gas prices.

Some experts say it may take a few years to see whether Europe and the United States are nearing a tipping point for fuel prices that could affect where people live and how they get around.

“People cope for a while, and then it is not until the next time they move home or job or other such ‘life-events’ that a new travel pattern emerges,” Professor Goodwin said. “So the effect on new car sales, month by month, of changes in fuel price will be quite damped. This has led some people to think there is little or no effect, but that is probably wrong.”
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Reuters: Canada wants more study on polar bear protection

Fri Aug 29, 2008 12:12am EDT

By Allan Dowd

INUVIK, Northwest Territories (Reuters) - Canada, criticized by environmentalists for not adequately protecting polar bears from the effects of climate change, said on Thursday it will take more time study its next step.

A scientific panel on Thursday released detailed findings of an April review that classified the bear population as a "special concern," but not endangered or threatened with extinction.

The government has created a national round table to consult with a variety of groups, including residents of the Arctic, on how best to protect the bears, Environment Minister John Baird said.

"Protecting the polar bears is something we are committed to, but we going to base it on science and with input and collaboration with Inuit and northern people," Baird told reporters in Inuvik, Northwest Territories.

Canada is home to about two-thirds of the world's 25,000 polar bears.

The animal is the symbol of the country's vast northern region, with the metal of Northwest Territories' license plates even stamped in its silhouette.

The United States said in May it was listing polar bears as a threatened species. Baird said Canada was cooperating with U.S. officials on studying how best to protect the animals.

Some green groups say Canada falls short by not matching the U.S. declaration, which was prompted by fears that global warming was destroying the ice needed by the bears to survive.

But Canada's Arctic Inuit people say the bear population is not in as much trouble as some fear, with the most serious problems more localized in nature, and they complain further restrictions on hunting will hurt their communities.

Designating the polar bears as threatened would require prohibitions like bans on hunting and destruction of habitat.

The U.S. Geological Survey said last September that two thirds of the world's polar bears could be gone by mid-century if predictions of melting sea ice in the Arctic hold true.

(Editing by Jeffrey Jones)
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Reuters: Business asks Australia to ease carbon trade

Thu Aug 28, 2008 11:54pm EDT

By Rob Taylor

CANBERRA (Reuters) - Environment groups demanded on Friday that Australia ignore the "greenhouse mafia" as major energy and mining companies met the government to demand greater compensation for a coming emissions trading regime.

The government is planning to introduce one of the world's biggest carbon trading schemes by 2010 that will force companies to buy permits to cover their emissions, putting a market price on carbon that will encourage firms to clean up their pollution.

Big business told the government this month the scheme could be a "company killer", driving big emitters offshore or out of business.

Energy Minister Martin Ferguson met more than 70 large firms at parliament to talk over their concerns on Friday.

"Giving millions of dollars of taxpayers' money to rich companies to allow them to continue polluting is immoral and uneconomic," Greenpeace climate campaigner Trish Harrup said ahead of the meeting.

The centre-left government plans to introduce carbon trading by mid-2010 to help curb greenhouse gas emissions, blamed for global warming, with compensation for consumers and help for businesses facing higher energy costs.

Under the scheme still being discussed to target 1,000 large companies, energy firms will receive 30 percent of carbon permits for free, with hefty initial subsidies for other big polluters to be slowly phased out.

Companies with more than 2,000 tonnes of emissions per A$1 million in revenue would pay for only 10 percent of total emissions, while companies producing 1,500-2,000 tonnes of carbon would pay for 40 percent of their emissions.

But the country's top business lobby, the Business Council of Australia, representing 100 major firms, this month said emissions-intensive exporters in the refining, cement, coal and steel sectors would need higher-than-promised compensation to stay competitive.

Ferguson initially met three groups covering energy-intensive industries, followed by other strongly affected firms such as road transport, shipping and power generators. Tourism companies followed in a third meeting.

"REASONABLE PEOPLE"

Ferguson's office would not name participants. But miners BHP Billiton, Rio Tinto and Xstrata, plus energy firms Woodside Petroleum and ExxonMobil were believed to be closely involved.

Woodside, Australia's second-largest oil and gas producer, this month said emissions trading as planned could jeopardize a massive liquefied natural gas (LNG) project off the west coast.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd this week said tackling climate change would inevitably cost business money, but promised "reasonable people" would be able to negotiate a way forward.

Australian newspapers said Ferguson was willing to compromise on extra compensation or assistance, while powerful Climate Change Minister Penny Wong favored a tougher approach.

Australia is the world's 16th biggest carbon polluter, accounting for about 1.5 percent of global emissions, but produces five times more carbon pollution per person than China and is the fourth-largest per-capita emitter.

But scientists say the country is also at high risk from global warming, which is expected to bring greater extremes of droughts and floods, rising seas and is likely to cause shifts in agricultural production and endanger the Great Barrier Reef.

A government report earlier this year said emissions from transport were projected to increase 42 percent on 1990 levels by 2012, and be 67 percent higher by 2020, while industrial process emissions would rise 49 percent by 2012 and 95 percent by 2020.

But while emissions per-capita would fall 13 percent from 1990 levels, from 33 tonnes to 28 tonnes, by 2012, they would climb back to 29 tonnes per person by 2020, it said.

(Editing by David Fogarty)
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UNEP or UN in the news

Pakistan, UNEP to enhance cooperation 

Friday, August 29, 2008, by Our correspondent

Islamabad

The Ministry of Environment and United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) would further strengthen cooperation for protection of environment and venture new initiatives regarding integrated solid waste management, climate change adaptation, natural resource management, environmental education, curriculum and institutional capacity building. 

This was agreed in a meeting of a delegation of UNEP led by Dr. Dubato Sinha with Federal Minister for Environment Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi here Thursday. Secretary of the Ministry of Environment, Khusnud Akhtar Lashari, and representatives of the Unicef, UNDP and UNIDO also attended the meeting wherein it was aspired that further initiatives would be taken in Pakistan for protection of environment. 

While talking to the delegation, the federal minister said that UNEP and Ministry of Environment have been engaged in addressing the environmental issues in Pakistan. He appreciated the support of UN organisations for assistance in preparation of National Sustainable Strategy and provision of technical assistance in other sectors. 

He said that the government has announced 2009, as ‘Year of the Environment’ and we would look forward for cooperation of the UNEP to boost launching of environmental programmes during the year. The support of UNEP to Pakistan needs to be increased through their active engagement in one UN core programme area on environment and increasing portfolios of projects in Pakistan, he said. 

In the meeting, the representatives of the UNEP, UNDP, UNIDO and Unicef expressed that all possible cooperation would be extended for addressing the environmental issues in Pakistan and special focus is laid on environment in the one UN reform programme. 

According to a spokesman at the Ministry of Environment, the representatives of the UN agencies said that the presence of joint thematic working group in Pakistan is playing important role in formulation of the policies and strengthening the institutional capacity. They expressed the hope that the new projects would be initiated for protection of environment in collaboration with the UN agencies. 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=132659 

……………………………………….

Educating, empowering, and supporting the youth to become effective stewards of this world’s goods 

AT the recent biannual Tunza International Children’s Conference organized by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), around 700 children from 100 countries shared their stories on how to create a better, healthier planet. The event was one of the largest children’s conferences in the world. The weeklong gathering brought together children aged 10 to 14 years who are engaged in environmental issues, aiming to increase their awareness and equip them with skills to promote environmental projects in their respective communities.

Encouraging the participation of the youth in local, national, and global issues has become a popular initiative. Rightly so, because many of the problems confronting today’s societies affect not only the adults, but more particularly the youth. They too experience the difficulties and threats resulting from climate change. They too are affected by the consequences of migration for better job options, particularly when their countries are unable to provide the required employment opportunities for their parents and for those among them who have earned the necessary qualifications to be classified as part of the labor force. Those among them who are part of government, industry, and other sectors of society are confronted with the challenge to think of creative and innovative ways to help resolve the problems that have mostly resulted from the actions of adults.

The children and youth of today have learned to discern what it is that they need, and what it is that would make this world a better place to live in. Terms like social justice, environmental degradation, climate change, social displacement, green planet, clean energy, commitment to a peaceful world, social equity, greater tolerance for diversity, are just a few of the more serious, previously adult-associated terms added not just to the youth’s vocabulary but to their everyday concerns as well.

But the success of the initiative to involve the youth in local, national, and global affairs will go beyond asking them to present project concepts, or exposing them to the staggering realities, or educating them on the meanings of terminologies that represent the ills of this world. We also need to empower, guide, and support them and make them likewise accountable, if they are to become effective stewards of this world for a better future.

http://www.mb.com.ph/OPED20080829133726.html 
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After gold, we're going for green

By Wang Yong  |   2008-8-28  

THE Beijing Olympic Games is over, but its green spirit is here to stay, inspiring every Chinese to become a "green champion" in daily work and life.

In a way, the biggest legacy of the Beijing Olympics for China is not how many medals our athletes have won, but the Chinese nation's determination to go green and live rich. You don't expect China to go green on the back of a single sports event, but the Beijing Olympics has set a good example. 

On August 13, US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson presented the Beijing Olympic Village with the Leadership in Energy and Environment Design Gold Award, the benchmark award for international planet-friendly designing.

"With this award, the Olympic Village is being recognized for its contribution to making this year's Olympics the greenest ever," said Paulson.

An Associated Press report on August 13 said: "The village's 42 six and nine-story residential high-rises, which house more than 16,000 Olympic athletes, are 50 percent more energy efficient than most buildings in Beijing, using solar panels for energy and recycling wastewater for heating and cooling."

Of the Water Cube, AP said: "At the Water Cube, where Olympic swimming events are held, builders used material similar to plastic wrap to create 4,000 translucent bubbles as the outer shell, allowing sunlight to filter in. The 'skin' lets the building use natural lighting, while a rainwater capture system on the roof saves water for irrigation and landscape purposes."

While AP focused on Beijing Olympic Village, Reuters generously praised the whole country for its "green push."

In a report released on August 15, the news agency quoted UN environmental chief Achim Steiner as saying: "We have all seen the efforts being made at these Olympics and they hold promise."

"Steiner said media fascination with Beijing's smog, which completely cleared on Friday (August 15) revealing blue skies and distant hills after heavy rain in previous days, had been 'unfortunate'," Reuters reported. 

It further quoted Steiner as saying: "China did not start planting trees at the Olympics. That began 20 years ago. Now it is one of the only Asian countries where forest cover is increasing."

While AP, Reuters and many other Western media were quick to praise Beijing for the greenest ever Olympics, one should not be so complacent as to think that China is perfect. 

Indeed, as Steiner pointed out: "Improvement does not mean you have reached an optimum state of affairs." 

The greenest legacy of the Beijing Olympics is not a few green venues, but a green spirit that should find itself truly alive in every one of us. The spirit is: Go green, just do it.

http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/?id=371689&type=Opinion 
……………………………………………..

Green Finance in China   

by Peter Zhu  pzhu@csr-asia.com 

In 1992, the United Nations Environment Programme founded its Finance Initiative (UNEP FI), which “works closely with over 160 financial institutions who are signatories to the UNEP FI Statements, and a range of partner organizations to develop and promote linkages between the environment, sustainability and financial performance.” This can be seen as the initial spark for the idea of Green Finance (also known as Environmental Finance), which was brought up in 1997. A survey conducted by UNEP FI revealed that financial institutes in Europe, North America, Japan and Australia are increasingly paying attention to the R&D and promotion of green finance products. 

In 2007, the State Environmental Protection Administration of China successively launched Green Credit, Green Insurance and Green Securities policies in collaboration with the financial sector. The Green Credit policy is being implemented to prevent banks from lending money to companies that cause serious environmental pollution (more details are available in an article in CSR Asia Weekly, 7 May 2007, Vol.3 Week 10). The Green Insurance policy, also called Pollution Legal Liability Insurance, requires business with a high risk of pollution to take responsibility for environmental disasters and ensure pollution victims receive due compensation through buying adequate insurance. The Green Securities policy forces companies in 13 heavy pollutiing industries to pass an environmental assessment prior to seeking stock exchange listing via an Initial Public Offering (IPO) or refinancing, and regulates listed firms to regularly release information about their environmental performance. These three green polices are expected to form a Green Financial System in order to protect the natural environment.

Challenges Faced

Despite these efforts made by the government, there are still some challenges in application that are worth paying attention to. As the Green Insurance and Green Securities policy have just been launched, there needs to be some more time to observe the implementation and impact of these two policies. Therefore, the focus of the Green Financial System is still reliant on the Green Credit policy at present and there are some problems in implementing this.

Firstly, the Green Credit policy, to a great extent, only works for large companies that are able to receive loans from banks or financial institutes. It is very difficult for a huge number of SMEs with a record of pollution or potential risk of pollution to get loans from banks. By turning to private financing resources, it is easy for them to overcome requirements for environmental responsibilities.

Secondly, commercial banks lack specialised staff and systems based on environmental criteria to review the applications for Green Credit. Existing staff are not fully equipped with knowledge of environmental protection laws, regulations and policies. The absence of strict assessment criteria may well jeopardise the effect of the policy. Besides, most of the standards of Green Credit are still at the principle level which means banks will have difficulty in producing a detailed set of supervision measures and implementation rules.

And finally, local enterprises are closely connected with the local government, and the heavy polluters also contribute a major proportion of local tax income. Environmental protection departments and local banks can will face great difficulty in implementing a Green Credit policy without the assistance of local government agencies, especially if the latter are intent on protecting tax contributors. Some pollution risks are currently borne by the local government, instead of enterprises themselves, as a potential way of attracting and retaining businesses. This breaks the chain of responsibility between banks and enterprises, and is an obstacle in the practical realisation of a Green Finance system. 

Efforts from Banks

It is anticipated that there will be an RMB800 billion market for renewable energy by 2020. 

The Bank of Shanghai, China Merchants Bank and Industrial Bank are all signatories of UNEP FI and are committed to the integration of environmental considerations into all aspects of their operations as well as sustainable development.

Industrial Bank launched an energy efficiency financing programme with the IFC in August 2005, becoming the first domestic commercial bank involved in the energy efficiency financial services market. Beijing Bank and Shanghai Pudong Development Bank also reached an agreement with the IFC in June 2007 and June 2008 respectively. Industrial Bank, in July this year, also announced that its Board of Directors authorised executives to join the Equator Principles, a financial industry benchmark for determining, assessing and managing social and environmental risk in project financing.

Suggested Choices for Green Finance

One option is to develop green fund (ecological fund) and financing products. Green (ecological or sustainable) fund is a mutual fund investing in companies that demonstrate a commitment to environmental protection, ecological rehabilitation and sustainable development in their operations, products or services. Overseas practices suggest that the long-term investment return of this kind of funds might be even higher than other funds, because the investment goals take into account environmental risk with initiatives such as energy-saving and development of recycling and the development and implementation of technology in an expanding market.

The Bank of Communication and ABN-AMRO have already issued environmental protection financing products. However, these products currently only invest in overseas markets. The green finance in China market will be greatly helped if there are similar types of products available in the domestic market. 

There are also some experimental financial derivatives. One examples is Weather derivatives.

Weather derivatives are financial instruments that can be used by organizations or individuals as part of a risk management strategy to reduce risk associated with adverse or unexpected weather conditions. Since it was established in 1997, the overseas weather derivatives market has become one of the most active markets in financial derivatives market. 

There are also emissions reduction credits. An emission reduction credit (ERC) is a credit granted upon request by an emission source that voluntarily reduces emissions beyond required levels of control. ERCs may be sold, leased, banked for future use, or traded in accordance with applicable regulations. ERCs are intended to provide an incentive for reducing emissions below required levels, and to establish a framework to promote a market based approach to air pollution control. The Chinese government has already set some guidelines for energy saving and emissions reduction, but it has not been widely developed due to the lack of a trade mechanism and financial derivatives market. Beijing and Shanghai officially founded the Environment (Energy) Exchange in August 2008 to facilitate the environmental property trade. There is still a lot more that could be expected, not only from government, but also from banks and private enterprises. ■

http://csr-asia.com/weekly_detail.php?id=11465 
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General environment news

Flooded Kosi affects one million people in Bihar

August 29th, 2008 National 

The swollen Kosi River breaking its embankments and changing course has ravaged many villages on its way to join the river Ganges affecting over a million people in Bihar.

Kosi River flows from Nepal to India and is known as the ‘Sorrow of Bihar’ for the havoc it wreaks in many districts of the eastern state each year.

Reports say floods have caused large-scale loss of life and property in six eastern districts of the state following an over 2,000-metre breach in the Kosi embankment in the Nepal region.

The three districts of Saharsa division, and the parts of Purnia and Bhagalpur divisions, have been most adversely impacted. The affected districts are Saharsa, Supaul, Bhagalpur, Purnia, Araria, Katihar and Madhepura.

People in Madhepura said that they are somehow managing to live on wooden logs, boats and rooftops.

“Around 700-800 houses have been damaged, people are somehow managing to live on wooden logs and roof tops. Many rooftops are also damaged, those people don’t know where to go,” said Sanjeev Kumar, flood victim.

According to reports, thousands of people have taken shelter on rail tracks and canals banks and other elevated places.

Jugat Lal Yadav, another flood victim, said, “No arrangements have been made, we live here only, near the river. We drink its water when we feel thirsty even though people die because of this river.” (ANI)

http://www.newspostonline.com/national/flooded-kosi-affects-one-million-people-in-bihar-200808293184 

...............................................................

More CCTV for large towns and commercial centres

BERNAMA

KUALA LUMPUR, THURS:

The Housing and Local Government Ministry is proposing to add 10 rotating closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras in addition to the 496 stationary ones to be fixed in large towns, cities and commercial centres in the middle of next year. 

Deputy Minister Datuk Hamzah Zainudin said the ministry had called for a tender for the installation that would cost about RM75 million and include costs of maintenance, control centres and staff to monitor and manage the cameras.

“The first stage of installation is expected to begin next March or April,” he told reporters after officiating the pre-launch of the 2008 World Habitat Day and the 2008 World Town Planning Day at the ministry here today.

Hamzah represented the minister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Chuan at the function.

He said the cameras would be linked to police stations and local authorities to enable close monitoring for crime prevention.

Earlier, Hamzah witnessed a signing ceremony between the ministry’s secretary-general Datuk Ahmad Fuad Ismail and the ministry’s ambassador Adibah Noor Mohd Omar.

Through the agreement, Adibah Noor, an entertainer, will help the ministry promote various programmes and activities and raise awareness among people to develop conducive living habitats in line with the ministry’s vision.

http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Thursday/NewsBreak/20080828180611/Article/index_html 
……………………………………………..

Govt to install CCTVs in major cities next year

By NG SI HOOI

KUALA LUMPUR: The Government will install closed-circuit televisions (CCTVs) in major cities next year, said deputy Housing and Local Government Minister Datuk Hamzah Zainudin.

He said the "mobile" CCTVs, which can rotate 360 degrees, would be able to record objects about 200 metres away and the records could be kept for a month.

"We will install the 'mobile' CCTVs together with 496 CCTVs in major cities including Kuala Lumpur, Malacca and Penang soon," he told a press conference Thursday after the soft launch of World Habitat Day and World Town Planning Day at the ministry here.

Hamzah said the ministry had finished calling for the tenders and would soon expect to start installing the CCTVs, which would be linked to police stations and local councils.

"The first phase, costing RM75mil, is expected to completed by April next year. Johor Baru will have the most number of CCTVs due to the high crime rate there," he said.

During the launch, Hamzah announced that the ministry had appointed entertainer Adibah Noor Mohd Omar as the ministry ambassador.

He said Adibah Noor, who was also present at the launch, would assist the ministry to promote various activities and programmes among all walks of life. 

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2008/8/28/nation/20080828160229&sec=nation 
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Saudi Arabia

Lawyers vow to fight toxic waste dumping

Lawyers representing 600 Madinah residents who filed a lawsuit against three government departments for failing to stop the dumping of toxic waste in their neighborhood have pledged to appeal a decision by a judge to throw out the case.

Residents in the Hamra Al-Assad district, located in the southwestern part of Madinah between the center of the holy city and Abyar Ali, had filed the lawsuit against the Madinah Municipality, the regional office of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the Presidency of Meteorology and Environment (PME) 18 months ago, accusing them of not taking action against local industries that have polluted the local environment for the past 20 years.

Residents have called for the removal of pollution, punishment of those responsible and SR2 billion in compensation. However, a judge at the general court in Madinah rejected their case recently.

Lawyers representing the residents said they would now appeal after formally receiving the document containing the court’s verdict. 

“We would appeal the verdict because we have absolute confidence in our judicial system and its fairness,” said Saud Awwad Al-Hujaili, the attorney leading the lawyers. He added that the appeal would be filed at the beginning of September.

The pollution is said to have caused a number of deaths, cancer and mental disorders.

“The verdict was against the expectations of all residents. As attorneys, we were left astonished. It was based on illogical and unrealistic reasons. It is absurd to say there is no connection between diseases and pollution,” Al-Hujaili said, adding that the case was rejected after being heard over nine court sessions.

“Why was the case not rejected in the first or second session? Why did it take nine sessions to be rejected? This is something that has surprised residents,” said Al-Hujaili. 

The lawyer said the verdict would only be final when the Supreme Judicial Council in Riyadh — which he expects will turn it down — approves it.

Residents say some 70 industrial sewage lakes have been built in their area to dump industrial waste and that the three government departments have failed to deal with the problems. They also alleged that although the dumping sites were closed down in 2007, the effects of pollution still exist.

The residents say the toxic industrial waste, which has been there for 20 years, caused the deaths of 14 people through cancer in addition to various illnesses to more than 20 people, including kidney and liver failures.

“We have seen mental retardation in children, mutated animals that have lost their eyes, skin or hair, birds falling dead and other horrors,” said Al-Hujaili.

The toxic waste is believed to include large amounts of arsenic, chromium and cadmium, which are said to cause illnesses such as cancer, respiratory problems, and kidney and liver ailments.

Al-Hujaili said it took the judge only 60 minutes to announce his decision.

Evidence submitted by the lawyers included a report by the Municipal Council affirming that water contaminated with arsenic, chromium and cadmium were dumped for over 20 years in the district, a report by the King Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technology (KACST) showing high levels of toxic substances in waste, confessions from the head of services at Madinah Municipality and the director of a cleaning company that there is pollution in the area, and excerpts of a lecture by the president of the PME in which he criticized the present dumping site as not safe and that factories in Madinah do not observe the rules of environmental safety.

Al-Hujaili commended the support offered by the National Society for Human Rights, including its chairman Dr. Hussein Sharif and its member Muhammad Salim Al-Awadi.

He also praised Madinah Gov. Prince Abdul Aziz ibn Majed who ordered that water from artesian wells in the area should not be used and that residents be provided with drinking water through water tankers. The lawyer added that in addition to the lawsuit filed at the general court, residents have filed a lawsuit against local factories at the Shariah Court. “The two cases are running side by side and we will finally win,” he added. “Eleven lawyers who specialize in cases relating to pollution, the environment and marine life have volunteered to join the defense team free of charge,” he added.

Muhammad Al-Matrafi, a resident of the neighborhood, said, “I was shocked by the verdict, especially since the case has been properly documented and many of our people have lost their lives because of pollution. It is really disappointing that after 18 months of deliberations, the court said no to our petition.”

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=113470&d=28&m=8&y=2008
Lebanon

New regional body aims to combat climate change

Three Lebanese non-government organizations held a news conference on Tuesday to announce the formation of a new regional body aimed at combatting the problem of climate change. 

Wael Hmaidan, the executive director of the League of Independent Activists, IndyACT, started off the conference by outlining the problems the Arab community is facing. "Climate change is a present and global crisis that is directly affecting our ecosystems," he said. 

He added that evidence of climate change could be seen in rising food costs, an increasing number of forest fires, and extreme weather events. 

Sixteen NGOs from eight Arab countries united to form the "Arab Climate Alliance" whose goal is to encourage awareness and commitment among government officials in the region and eventually agree on a post-2012 international climate change agreement. 

Lebanon, Jordan, Tunisia, Morocco, Palestine, Bahrain, Egypt and the Comoros Islands have joined the alliance. 

"As Arab nations, we still have no unified agreement," Hmaidan said, adding that this serves to demonstrate that more work needs to be done. 

The countries that signed the Kyoto Agreement, adopted in 2005, were required to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, which can contribute to raising global temperatures to uninhabitable levels. Some countries lowered their levels; others merely monitored and reported. The Arab world had not taken part. 

"We have to work together as a country before we can work together as a world," Hmaidan said, adding that the NGOs are unifying their efforts to push Lebanon to participate in this international process. 

Ziad Abdul Samad, the director of the Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND) highlighted the political importance of such initiatives in the region. "In January, the Arab League will hold a summit where climate change will be discussed. Once countries unite under one solution, the Middle East can involve itself on an international level," Samad said. 

"This will be a unique opportunity for our governments to show their seriousness," Samad added. 

Corrine Deek, representing the Heinrich Boell Foundation Middle East, stressed the need to advance the "great energy transition," which would see increased use of environmentally friendly energy sources. 

Governments need to take the initiative in finding alternatives to the largely carbon-based fuels that are currently used, Deek said. 

Gas emissions must be reduced by 20 percent before 2012 in order for the world to have any chance of fighting climate change in the future, Deek warned. 

She added that simple measures - such as unplugging electronic appliances when not in use, taking shorter showers, buying a fuel-efficient vehicle and planting a tree - can help combat climate change.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=95442
Syria

Workshop on forest policies in Latakia – Syria “Arabic”

http://www.sana.sy/ara/8/2008/08/27/190324.htm
UAE

Reducing pollution in Gulf waters

Special area status is now in force in the 'Gulfs area' under the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (Marpol 73/78) following ratification by the Gulf countries. South African waters are also similarly protected. 

The area was designated as such in 1973 when Marpol was adopted by the International Maritime Organisation. The slow process of ratification and indeed, inadequate provision of reception facilities for waste oil have meant that 35 years have elapsed before these mandatory provisions for ships in Gulf fully apply. 

Specifically defined areas under Marpol (such as the Arabian Gulf) are seen as particularly vulnerable to environmental deterioration because of oceanographical and ecological factors and require extra protection. 





The requirements of the status applies to the discharge of oil and to the discharge of garbage. Of all the special areas that remain to 'enter into force', three out of four are in the Middle East region for either oil discharge, or garbage, or both.

The situation perhaps underlines how the Middle East region is falling behind in protecting the marine environment. The lack of reception facilities for waste from ships in ports means that potential pollutants undoubtedly end up in the sea.

However, the UAE, Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, as part of the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment (Ropme) have displayed a commitment to address the problem through an emergency response arm - Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Centre (Memac). 

A 10-year regional project on the implementation of Marpol organised and administered by Ropme has helped. Ropme seeks to promote awareness about the marine environment and underline the 'special area' status given to the Gulf. Memac exists to provide joint cooperation and leadership in the event of a major oil spill in Gulf waters. 

However, tardiness by some states in ratifying Marpol has hindered the development of proactive environmental management in the region.

In order for the Ropme/Memac arrangements to be executable, each participating government needs to have a viable National Oil Response Plan in place. Unfortunately, not all the governments have such a plan. 

Each Memac member is reported to have response equipment to be pooled in the event of an emergency, but its physical availability appears minimal. This equipment remains largely with the private sector - particularly the oil industry!

The 'special status' should not be considered an 'end' achievement, but rather a point from which to begin effective measures. Windfall oil revenues could be used to meet the costs.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/08/08/25/10239764.html
'Green' spray washes cars without using water 

Dubai: Drinking water should not be used for cleaning vehicles - so a new spray-on, waterless cleaner has been launched. 

The biodegradable cleaner, Bio Wash Waterless Car Care, claims to wash cars without water, even vehicles caked with mud.

The French products were unveiled yesterday by the Al Barg Company. Current car wash facilities in the UAE are wasting potable, desalinated water said company president Abdullah Saleh Al Sayed.

At a time when water is scarce in the Middle East it should not be wasted on car washing, he said.

Natural formula
Dubai has more than 850,000 registered vehicles on its roads and overall in the GCC there are 7.85 million cars, washing them all once requires 255 million gallons of water he said. 





He added that one in six people in the world do not have access to clean drinking water while gallons are being wasted on washing cars. One bottle of Bio Wash Waterless Car Care can wash up to four cars.

Bio Wash is environmentally-friendly in that it is made from an all natural formula. The spray will be available in supermarkets shortly and in the meantime some petrol stations around Dubai will offer the option.

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10240150.html
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "moscow" ��Moscow News: “Phase out energy subsidies” – UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gulf" ��Gulf Daily News: Petrol price rises 'not the answer'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gulfdaily" ��Gulf Daily News: Goodbye To Cheap Petrol?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "news" ��The News (Pakistan):Pakistan, UNEP to enhance cooperation   �


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Business" ��Business Daily (Nairobi) World needs to prevent environment damage � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "manila" ��Manila Bulletin: Educating, empowering, and supporting the youth to become effective stewards of this world’s goods�
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� HYPERLINK  \l "AFP" ��AFP : Le changement de climat pourrait tuer des millions de personnes d'ici 20 ans 28 août 2008�




















PAGE  
2

