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Reuters: Olympics-China must build on Games green drive -- U.N.

Fri 15 Aug 2008, 14:37 GMT

By Andrew Cawthorne

BEIJING, Aug 15 (Reuters) - Fresh from running in the Olympic torch relay in hills outside Beijing, U.N. environmental chief Achim Steiner believes China deserves credit for its green progress and encouragement to do more.

"Look, I am not an apologist for China's environmental record. Its record and legacy are a traumatic one," Steiner, visiting the country for the Games, told Reuters on Friday.

"But we have all seen the efforts being made at these Olympics and they hold promise. A bit less judgment for what China's progressive leaders are trying to do might be appropriate at this stage," said the U.N. Environmental Programme head.

China has spent about $18 billion combating chronic pollution and creating a cleaner, greener Beijing for the Olympics, with measures ranging from pulling several million cars off the road to converting thousands of coal-fired boilers to gas.

Steiner said media fascination with Beijing's smog, which completely cleared on Friday revealing blue skies and distant hills after heavy rain in previous days, had been "unfortunate".

He said the Communist leaders had done far more than a cosmetic clean-up for the Games, embarking on policies that could make for more environmentally friendly, long-term development as China roared along at double-digit economic growth.

"China did not start planting trees at the Olympics. That began 20 years ago. Now it is one of the only Asian countries where forest cover is increasing ... The Chinese have proven to themselves they are capable of far-reaching innovation."

Other measures like new emissions standards showed there was a growing green commitment within the leadership. "China has some of the worst environmental problems in the world but it is paying more attention to both pollution and degradation. They realise environmental degradation affects economic development."

OLYMPICS CANNOT SAVE WORLD

The Olympics had empowered China's professional environmentalists, involved non-governmental groups, and given senior leaders an unprecedented chance to get the message across to others lower down the official chain and the public, he said.

"This should give the reformers and progressive environmental groups in the government far greater possibility for influence."

China's 1.3 billion people should start playing a bigger role too. "People in Beijing are not going to forget that the air can be cleaner," said Steiner, who has visited China frequently and was invited to carry the Olympic flame the day the Games opened.

The Kenyan-based official said both hard data and his subjective impression pointed to a cleaner China for the Games.

"I have based my assessment ... on the empirical evidence. I have no reason to doubt that the numbers are genuine," said Steiner, referring to Chinese pollution indicators.

"I've been to Beijing a lot and walked outside, so I felt the difference. And subjectively if you compare it to an average day in Nairobi, you can taste more sulphur in the air there."

Going forward, expectations of an increasingly sophisticated Chinese public and Beijing's awareness of its greater global responsibility would drive future progress, said Steiner.

"I see China accelerating environmental efforts much more than other developing nations," he said. "Improvement does not mean you have reached an optimum state of affairs though."

With Athens and Sydney both failing to live up to some post-Games environmental commitments, Steiner's U.N. agency plans an environmental audit of Beijing within six months of the Games.

But the Olympics should be seen as a stimulant rather than panacea for green and other issues. "You cannot over-burden a sporting event with solving the global political agenda."

(Editing by Ralph Gowling) 
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China Daily: Ban Power base generates winds of changeBy Li Jing (China Daily)

Updated: 2008-08-18 13:49 Comments(0) PrintMail

Standing on the vast Gobi desert at Jiuquan, Gansu province are about 400 giant wind turbines. Together they compose a spectacular matrix that attracts lots of tourists, making a new hot spot along the ancient Silk Road.

The matrix is still being expanded at this natural "wind reservoir" in the country's far west.

By 2015, Jiuquan will become the first wind power base in China with 28 wind farms and a combined installed capacity of 12 gW. In the long run, the base will be expanded to having a capacity of 35.65 gW, according to Wang Jianxin, director of the development and reform commission of Jiuquan.

"We hope to accomplish a Three Gorges Project on land," Wang was quoted as saying by Xinhua News Agency when the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the country's top economic regulator, approved the construction plan in May.

Tucked between Qilian and Helan mountains, Jiuquan was once a crucial military outpost on the Silk Road in ancient times. For hundreds of years, the harsh environment of the strong winds and the vast expanse of the Gobi desert challenged travelers. But in the recent years, they have become resources for a burgeoning green energy industry.

According to the latest assessment by meteorological departments, the wind energy reserve in Jiuquan is placed at 150 gW, of which 40 gW is exploitable for an area covering nearly 10,000 sq km.

The dry climate and the flat topography provide an ideal environment for developing wind power industry.

Jiuquan started to tap wind resources in 1996. But it was not until the recent several years, when China began to encourage investment in the sustainable energy sector, that Jiuquan saw a real boom of the wind power industry.

By the end of 2007, five large-scale wind farms were constructed in the area, and the capacity of installed wind turbines reached 410 mW in Jiuquan, accounting for 6.8 percent of the country's total. Now, about 800 million kWh of wind power electricity is generated annually.

The wind power base plan is about to stir a new round of investment, as the budget for the massive development is estimated at 120 billion yuan ($17.47 billion), says Liu Shengping, deputy director of the energy affairs office of the development and reform commission of Jiuquan.

Last month, organized by the NDRC, the first phase of the 12-gW Jiuquan wind power base finished bids for the equipment provision with a total capacity of 3.8 gW, according to the National Energy Administration, with most bid winners being domestic manufacturers.

Sinovel Wind Co and Xinjiang Goldwind, China's two largest wind turbine manufacturers, are among the winning manufacturers with wind turbine orders of 1.79 gW and 0.81 gW respectively.

Dongfang Steam Turbine Co, a subsidiary of Dongfang Electric Corp, received a 7.3-billion-yuan order of 1.15 gW wind turbines, the largest of its kind the company has won. The successful bid is of great importance to the Hanwang based company, which lost at least 1.6 billion yuan in the earthquake that jolted Sichuan province in May.

Experts say that the bidding for wind turbine manufacturers has boosted the rapid development of the wind power industry, as it improves the manufacturing abilities of wind turbines in China.

"When Jiuquan first started to build large scale wind farms, the insufficient supply of wind turbines was a big headache," says Wang, from development and reform commission of Jiuquan.

As recently as late 2007, China's wind power equipment providers were incapable of producing megawatt-class wind turbines, but now leading manufacturers, such as Sinovel, Xinjiang Goldwind and Dongfang Steam Turbine, are able to manufacture wind turbines with a capacity of 1.5 mW.

Statistics indicate the China's turbine industry has accounted for 56 percent of the newly installed wind turbines in 2007. This is vastly different from the situation a year before, when foreign manufacturers dominated the market.

According to a UNEP report published recently, investment in the country's sustainable energy sector grew by 91 percent last year to a record high of $10.8 billion, most of which has flowed to wind power generating units.

With this large investment, China's combined installed capacity of wind power facilities reached 6,050 mW at the end of 2007, increasing from 2,670 mW a year earlier.

The government has also created favorable policies to help spur the development of domestic wind power equipment and components manufacturing industry.

Under government regulations, all new wind power projects must be made up of at least 70 percent Chinese components. Wind power equipment manufacturers now enjoy a 50 percent discount on value added taxes (VAT) payable in China.

The country has also canceled its tariff-free policy on imports of wind turbines with a capacity less than 2.5 mW in April 2008, which will give added impetus to the domestic production of increasingly large wind turbines.

However, some of the core components in producing wind turbines, such as bearings, still depend on imports.

Xinjiang Goldwind has announced that the localization rate of the wind turbines it will provide to the Jiuquan wind power base will reach 90.5 percent. But other followers in the market fell short of this level.

The dependence on the imports of crucial technologies and components makes wind power equipment expensive, a factor that is hindering further development of the industry in China.

Many of the largest wind turbine manufacturers have licensed technology from western companies, such AMSC Windtec, REpower, Aerodyn, Vensys and Garrad Hassan.

China currently ranks fifth in the world in terms of wind power installed capacity. The country plans to increase its wind power capacity of 10,000 mW by 2015, and to 30,000 mW by 2020.
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Bangkok Post (Thailand): Golden effort maligned 

China has worked hard, practised hard and is now playing hard to make these Olympics a success, but all it seems to get is criticism from international media
IMTIAZ MUQBIL 

After the Beijing Olympics 2008 end next week, China should undertake a careful study of the media coverage to pinpoint what has been a clearly designed campaign to play up all that is supposedly wrong with it and downplay its phenomenal eight-year effort to host the best Olympics ever. 

In recent months, the anti-China media barrage has been persistent, consistent and too well orchestrated to be a coincidence. 

It began with the Tibetans taking advantage of the Olympic torch relay to publicise their cause. It then moved to the issue of pollution and air quality in Beijing, followed by security concerns where the word "Islamic terrorism" involving China's Muslim minority invariably cropped up, and just recently the story of the little girl whose singing was lip-synched at the opening ceremony. 

Other reports have focussed on how Chinese athletes are drilled and regimented in their pursuit of gold glory, and how many of them lose their childhoods in the heavy-duty training programmes. 

The recent stories related directly to the Olympics follow numerous reports over the last two years that have sought to highlight China's alleged role in Darfur, and blame it for the increase in oil and food prices as well as global warming. 

Some Olympic corporate sponsors have also come under fire as part of the guilt-by-association campaign. 

An American swimmer becoming the greatest Olympian ever has garnered reams of publicity, but the fact that Chinese are thrashing the Americans in the total gold medal tally is being meticulously downplayed. 

China has worked hard, practised hard and is now playing hard. The Chinese saw the Olympics as a symbolic coming of age for their country and people. For the most fabulous opening ceremony in Olympic history to go off so flawlessly must have been a huge blow to China's critics. 

All they could find was a little girl who had lip-synched because the real singer was not cute enough. 

Thankfully, others have stepped in to rectify the information imbalance. 

For example, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has highlighted the efforts to improve air quality conditions in Beijing, many of which may be institutionalised after the Games are over. 

UNEP pointed out on its website that it has been working with the Beijing Olympic Committee for the last three years, and that China has spent US$17 billion on a large-scale green drive, including tougher standards for vehicle emissions and phased-out ozone-depleting substances. 

Beijing's public transport network has been expanded with three new subway lines and the introduction of some 3,800 compressed natural gas buses - one of the largest fleets in any city in the world. 

At the Olympic venues, 20% of their energy comes from clean wind sources, solar power features prominently in the Olympic Village, and the Bird's Nest stadium has an advanced rainwater recycling system, the UNEP website notes. 

Another UN agency, the UN Development Programme, says that over one million venue, city and social volunteers were mobilised to ensure a successful Games, and will be further mobilised as a force for development after they are over. 

These websites as well as many of the Chinese online media have played a major role in providing an alternative, more positive, picture that better reflects the images clearly seen on TV - immaculate stadiums, superb facilities and efficient organisation. 

For much of the Western media, that's not worth a mention. As the Games draw down, China is being hectored and lectured about promoting human rights, freedom and democracy, even while the West tramples on its own human rights, freedom and democracy. 

Sports events historically have been used to promote the host country and its achievements. The spirit of competition always yields winners and losers, but it does inspire countries to pursue higher standards, develop infrastructure and leave a positive legacy for future generations. 

Although China has done this well, it has been ignored in most Western media outlets, raising broader issues about the parochial and patronising portrayal of the achievements and progress of non-Western countries. 

Indeed, if the Olympics can be politicised and used by anyone seeking access to the oxygen of publicity, so can other high-profile sports events. 

India now has to worry about the upcoming Commonwealth Games in New Delhi in 2010. Will political issues about Kashmir and the separatist movement in the North-East Frontier Provinces come to the fore? 

Will there be negative coverage about India's poor sporting tradition? India has so far won one gold in Beijing, the only gold it has ever won in the entire history of the Olympics. But the pride of that victory was offset by the Indian cricket team's loss, yet again, to Sri Lanka in a test series at the same time. 

In the West, China is played off against India, usually by harping on India being the world's largest democracy and China a single-party dictatorship. But in terms of discipline, focus and single-minded drive to higher levels of achievement, China is a winner by a long shot. 

As freedom of speech is a constitutional right in India, it cannot afford to be seen to be suppressing those who will seek to legitimately exercise it. 

Over time, however, developing countries will have no choice except to adopt the tit-for-tat tactic. 

We in the "South" are pretty good at rising to the occasion when we seek to root out our own rotten eggs. But we are useless at taking the fight abroad. 

Why aren't we in Asia protesting the agricultural subsidies in the West that contribute significantly to the impoverishment of our farmers? Or the wars mounted by the US-led coalition of the willing in pursuit of non-existent weapons of mass destruction that kill millions and waste billions? Or the speculative skulduggery that leads to massive swings in oil prices? Or the travel advisories that hurt our travel & tourism industries? Or the human rights violations by racial profiling at airports? 

Perhaps using high-profile sports events in the West, such as their hugely popular soccer, tennis and athletic tournaments, would be a good place to start getting some publicity for our causes. 

If they can do it, why can't we?
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Daily Times (Pakistan): Yao becomes UN environment campaigner

Chinese superstar Yao Ming on Saturday became the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) first ever Environmental Champion, tasked with raising awareness of climate change and energy efficiency.

Yao, China’s flag bearer in Friday’s Olympic opening ceremony, said he wanted do his part in protecting the world.

“As a sportsman, I believe sport has a major role to play in promoting environmental issues,” the Houston Rockets centre said in a statement.

“So I will work with young people across the world and try to inspire them to plant trees, use energy efficient light bulbs, harvest rain water and to become environmental champions in their own communities.

“As the world celebrates the Beijing Olympic Games, I would also like to call upon the organisers of all major sports events in the world to make sure they use public transport facilities, build proper waste management systems and use greener forms for energy.

“Please join me in this global team effort.” 

China is holding what it has dubbed the ‘Green Olympics’ although air quality has been a top concern among the 10,500 athletes, with heavy smog blanketing Beijing this week.

UNEP executive director Achim Steiner said Yao’s popularity made him the best choice to become their first Environmental Champion. afp
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The Times of India: Yao becomes UN environment campaigner

10 Aug 2008, 1124 hrs IST,AFP 

BEIJING: Chinese superstar Yao Ming on Saturday became the UN Environment Program's (UNEP) first ever Environmental Champion, tasked with raising awareness of climate change and energy efficiency. 

Yao, China's flag bearer in Friday's Olympic opening ceremony, said he wanted do his part in protecting the world. 

"As a sportsman, I believe sport has a major role to play in promoting environmental issues," the Houston Rockets center said in a statement. 

"So I will work with young people across the world and try to inspire them to plant trees, use energy efficient light bulbs, harvest rain water and to become environmental champions in their own communities. 

"As the world celebrates the Beijing Olympic Games, I would also like to call upon the organizers of all major sports events in the world to make sure they use public transport facilities, build proper waste management systems and use greener forms for energy. 

"Please join me in this global team effort." 

China is holding what it has dubbed the "Green Olympics" although air quality has been a top concern among the 10,500 athletes, with heavy smog blanketing Beijing this week. 

UNEP executive director Achim Steiner said Yao's popularity made him the best choice to become their first Environmental Champion. 

"As one of the most high profile athletes in these Games and with a fan base of millions across the world, I am sure he can help us raise public awareness on the environment and climate change issues," he said. 
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e-travel Blackboard: Eco-friendly Skyrail to be visited by United Nations

Monday, August 18, 2008 

Later this week, Skyrail Rainforest Cableway will receive a visit from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Special Envoy due to its ecotourism practices.

The delegation visit, led by Japanese musician Ms Tokiko Kato and sponsored by the Japanese Government, is part of UNEP Special Envoy’s mission to observe how environmental protection programs and projects have been implemented effectively.

The results obtained from the observations will be reported to UNEP and the Ministry of Environment of the Japanese Government to help in policy formulation.

“Skyrail maintains world’s best practice in environmental sustainability, and we are delighted to showcase these values to assist likeminded groups globally” said Skyrail Managing Director, Dr Ken Chapman Dr Chapman.

The rest of the delegation includes Ms Sachiko Kato, President Tokiko Planning Co Ltd; Mr Kohei Nakano, Technical Official, Ministry of the Environment of Japan; and Mr Toshihiro Azuma, Director, Global Environment Centre Foundation.

Together they will plant a tree in Skyrail’s rainforest rehabilitation corridor at Caravonica Terminal.
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DaijiWorld (India): Oman: Cultural Programmes Mark India’s 62nd Independence Day    

Thumbay Group - UAE

  Times of Oman 

 Muscat, Aug 16: The 62nd Independence Day of India was celebrated in the Sultanate with a variety of programmes yesterday. 

Anil Wadhwa, Indian ambassador to the Sultanate, unfurled the Indian national flag and read out the President’s address at a ceremony held at Indian School Darsait and on Indian Embassy premises in the morning. 

The ceremony at the embassy was attended by more than 500 members of the Indian community from all walks of life and about 400 members of the Indian community were present at Indian School Darsait. 

Children from all five Indian schools in the capital region participated in the function at Indian School Darsait with rendition of patriotic songs and a colourful cultural programme. 

In his remarks after reading out the President’s address, Wadhwa extended his heartiest congratulations to all Indians and persons of Indian origin living in Oman. 

He highlighted the economic developments in India and India’s role in world affairs. 

While touching upon various aspects of relations between India and Oman, the ambassador emphasised the extraordinary progress made by the two countries in the economic and trade fields over the past year which has seen trade increase from $946 million in 2006 to $1.8 billion in 2007. 

This trend, he pointed out, was continuing in 2008, and trade was expected to reach the figure of $2 billion this year. 

He pointed to the presence of more than 100 Indian companies in Oman and 30 Omani investments in India, and the growing number of Omani visitors to India, which could reach 35,000 this year from the figure of 23,000 last year. 

Wadhwa reiterated that the Indian community continues to enjoy the benign protection of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said and his government. 

He added that during his stay in the Sultanate over the last year, he had received tremendous support and affection from all Indian expatriates. 

He also said that he was proud of the community for acting as the true ambassadors of India in Oman and urged all Indians in Oman to continue to be law-abiding and to continue to contribute to the development of both India and Oman in the same manner as before, so that they could build on the high reputation enjoyed by them. On this happy occasion, the ambassador also conveyed sincere thanks to His Majesty the Sultan and wished the government and the friendly people of Oman success in their future endeavours for the development of the Sultanate and for their personal well-being. 

At the ceremony in the Embassy, the ambassador presented bouquets to Rajmohan Unnithan, member of AICC, and Neelam Dhar, a well-known Indian artist. 

During the cultural programme, the ambassador also facilitated Manhar Udhas, a renowned Indian playback singer, with a bouquet. All these personalities who are visiting Oman were present at the embassy. 

A brief tree-planting ceremony with the volunteers of “Art of Living” also took place to coincide with the event, as part of a tree planting programme in which UNEP is a partner in Oman. 

During the programme, the ambassador distributed prizes to the following students who stood first, second and third in the respective groups in a drawing competition held by the embassy in collaboration with the Indian schools earlier during the year on the theme of India: 

Junior Group: 

1st Prize: Ammal Nasser, Grade IV, Indian School Rustaq 

2nd Prize: Vignesh Kumar, Grade IV, Indian School Wadi Kabir 

3rd Prize: Anupama Suresh Kumar, Grade III, Indian School Al Ghubrah 

Middle Group: 

1st Prize: Shazia M. Grade VI, Indian School Muscat 

2nd Prize: Priya Muralidhar, Grade VII, Indian School Wadi Kabir 

3rd Prize: Rashmi Kunder, Grade VII, Indian School Muscat 

Senior Group: 

1st Prize: Abhijith Sasikumar, Grade IX, Indian School Wadi Kabir 

2nd Prize: Karun Suresh, Grade IX, Indian School Muscat 

3rd Prize: Neeraj Ravindran, Grade X, Indian School, Al Seeb.  
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Eco Friendly: $800 Million Prize for Alternative Energy to Power Africa’s Villages

Like this post? Subscribe to our RSS feed and stay up to date.

800-m-prize-for-alternative-energy-in-africaWatch this space: Africa is fast becoming an important player in cleaner energy sources. If only 0.3% of sunlight falling on the Sahara and Middle Eastern deserts can potentially provide all of Europe’s energy needs because of its intensity, according to a report, how about everything else?

How much wind blows from Nouakchott to Natal, and how much of this is ever utilized as an alternative energy source? How much water flowing in the Zambezi is used to power villages in Zambia and Zimbabwe; and how much more of the great Nile waters that flow into the Mediterranean can sustainably be harnessed to run corn mills in Nakuru and cotton ginneries in Jinja and Khartoum or fisheries in Cairo?

And now some bold African should emulate John McCain. He may be better known for his tenacity inside the muddle of US politics than for his expertise on the quest for cleaner energy sources. But many surely gaped at the figures he offered for a battery to power America’s engines in the wake of the oil price burst recently.

McCain’s proposal of a federally funded $300 million prize for a car battery innovation that is 30% cheaper than current technology and that would help Americans (all 300 million of them, and that translates to another $1 for each!) decrease their reliance on oil should make Africa ponder for better, cheaper energy for herself, not just to drive cars alone but to catapult Africa’s social and economic revolutions.

Perhaps the African Union should come in, and this could be the first important test for a Africa-wide government as championed by Senegalese president, Abdoulaye Wade - let Africa define her own race towards a more sustainable continent less dependent on oil. How much does Africa spend on oil annually?

Bio-fuels are nice sounding but are a clever diversion from Africa’s pursuit of all abundant power of the sun. Ester Nyiru, a respected African economist, argues that it is now essential to make the most of alternative energy sources, such as solar, tidal and wind power. “African countries are not using alternative power supplies since international combines do not encourage the switch; indeed, the use of such technologies may damage their business.”

No less authority than the UN Environment Programme recently advised African countries to plan an energy future around alternative sources. The relevance of such options against the backdrop of rising oil prices grows by the day hence the need to fast track an alternative energy revolution for Africa.

If Africa’s 800 million population was any consideration to peg a figure on how much the continent should invest, then, perhaps, a $800m prize for the most viable innovation to power each of Africa’s villages should keep her ahead of McCain’s American dream. And Africa has the advantage of the abundance of the sun.

Just consider this: if only 0.3% of the African sun can power all of Europe, what then can she do with with the 99.7% “surplus”? Imagine what the fisherman on the shores of Lake Victoria could do with the sun to protect his catch and deliver it unspoilt to the market in Europe. Or what a mango farmer in Xai Xai, Mozambique could do with the sun to preserve his fruit and ensure its delivery as a value added product to a Walmart store in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Or what a sculptor in KwaZulu could do with wind energy to produce a green gadget that will be an art lover’s prized possession in Winnipeg!

It can be possible. Every single village in Africa can have cheaper, cleaner, sustainable energy and we can re-write every book that proclaims the end of poverty. Forget oil, alternative energy is the way to go for Africa.
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ADN Mundo (Argentina): Yao Ming es el primer campeón medioambiental de la historia 

El atleta olímpico Yao Ming pasa a ser el primer Campeón Ambiental en la historia, anunció el PNUMA. 

“Estoy emocionado y muy honrado de aceptar la oferta del Programa de la ONU para el Medioambiente de ser su primer Campeón Ambiental”, dijó Yao Ming. “En mi rol, en tanto Campeón del Medioambiente, trabajaré con gobiernos y el sector privado y público para promover una gestión eficaz y de calidad de nuestro ambiente para que podamos preservar el planeta para las generaciones futuras”.

Yao Ming dijó que trabajará con los jóvenes a través el mundo para inspirarlos a plantar árboles, al uso de focos eléctricos de energía eficiente, a la recolección de agua de lluvia, y que sean campeones ambientales en sus propias comunidades.

“Le doy la bienvenida a Yao Ming en nuestra equipo”, dijo el Director Executivo del PNUMA, Achim Steiner, quien esta en Beijing para la Ceremonia de Apertura de los Juegos Olímpicos. 

“Como uno de los atletas de más alto perfil en estos Juegos, y con una base de millones de aficionados a través el mundo, estoy seguro que Yao Ming podrá ayudarnos a sensibilizar sobre el tema del ambiente y el cambio climático. Estoy ansioso de poder trabajar de manera cercana con é y le deseo, así como a todos los otros atletas, todo lo mejor en estos Juegos”. 
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SDP (Mexico) : Países en desarrollo necesitan tiempo para mejorar calidad de aire,afirma funcionario de ONU

Pekín, 9 Ago (Xinhua-Notimex).- Un importante funcionario de las Naciones Unidas pidió hoy al mundo dar algún tiempo para que los países en desarrollo mejoren su calidad del aire.

“La razón por la que la Organización Mundial de la Salud (OMS) cuenta con estándares intermedios (acerca del impacto de la contaminación en la salud) es que los países en desarrollo necesitan tiempo”, dijo Achim Steiner, director ejecutivo del Programa de Ambiente de la ONU (UNEP, siglas en inglés).
También argumentó que la contaminación del aire ha sido parte de la historia olímpica desde que él puede recordar. “No es necesario asomarse a la ventana y realizar un juicio con base en su imagen visual”.

De hecho, en los Juegos Olímpicos de Los Angeles, más del 90 por ciento de los días fueron caliﬁcados como no saludables por los estándares de calidad del aire de EU. En los Juegos de Atenas y Seúl la calidad del aire también fue un asunto de preocupación, según Achim.

El Comité Olímpico Internacional (COI) ha tomado decisiones respecto a si el aire es suﬁcientemente bueno y el asunto está siendo manejado adecuadamente, añadió.

Dijo que la UNEP está trabajando con el COI para desarrollar el estándar para la calidad ecológica de las ciudades olímpicas y así que la gente pueda evaluar y comparar el estándar en términos de desempeño ambiental y mejoramiento para las ciudades anﬁtrionas en competencia.

Dijo que Beijing ha realizado más esfuerzos y recursos que las ciudades anﬁtrionas previas y que sus medidas han demostrado ser efectivas.
“Quizá hay sólo un 5 por ciento del panorama general de los asuntos ambientales que se están abordando. Pero millones de residentes de Beijing se beneﬁciarán de los Juegos en términos de calidad del aire y se dará mayor atención a esto (el mejoramiento)”

También indicó que los atletas con máscaras en Beijing no deben ser culpados. “Si leen los reportes de la calidad del aire en Beijing en las últimas semanas, cada atleta tiene una razón para preocuparse porque es el momento de sus sueños”.

“Vienen a Beijing para las olimpiadas y podrían tener nueve o 10 segundos para ganar el gran premio”.
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Other Environment News
BBC: Climate 'altering UK bird habits'

By Richard Black

Environment correspondent, BBC News website

A number of UK bird species are laying eggs significantly earlier than they were 40 years ago, a report reveals.

A conservation coalition's report says some finches, robins and tits are all laying earlier and puts this down to warming caused by climate change.

Overall, numbers of farmland birds remain about half of what they were in the 1970s, while wintering populations of water birds have risen considerably.

The RSPB said birds were having to respond to climate change to survive.

The State of the UK's Birds report is produced annually by a coalition of conservation groups.

It includes the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT), as well as the government agencies responsible for nature conservation in the UK's four national regions.

This body of information reveals a fascinating insight into how wildlife is affected by environmental changes

David Leech, BTO

"This year's report shows that climate change is with us already; and from our gardens to our seas, birds are having to respond rapidly to climate change simply to survive," said Dr Mark Avery, the RSPB's conservation director.

"As often before, birds are acting like the canaries in a mine shaft and giving us early warning of dangerous change."

Global trend

The report shows that on average, chaffinches are laying nine days earlier than in the 1960s, and robins six days earlier.

Chaffinch

Chaffinches are among the birds found to be nesting earlier

Blue tits and great tits are among the other species displaying what scientists term a "phenological shift".

This response to rising temperatures has been documented in birds, insects, plants and mammals across a range of continents, and it is no surprise that the UK's birds should be changing their habits too.

In some species, the shift has been shown to be damaging, as it means key foods are no longer available when the youngsters need them.

But in other situations - as documented recently with English great tits - the wildlife appears to cope.

However, seabirds around the UK's northern shores have not been coping with drastic declines in prey such as sandeels in recent years, a consequence of industrial fishing and climate change.

This has brought abrupt local collapses of some colonies of species such as puffins and terns; but overall, the report shows, seabird numbers are still significantly higher nationwide than they were 30-40 years ago.

However, the UK is apparently losing other water birds including waders such as dunlins, ringed plovers and purple sandpipers.

Their numbers may actually be falling, perhaps through a climatic shift; or they may be wintering in other parts of Europe.

"The rate of redistribution of some water birds has been dramatic in recent years, but for some species we still know little about the extent to which decreases in numbers in the UK are due to redistribution to other parts of their range or real decreases in overall numbers," said Richard Hearn, water bird monitoring programme manager at the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust.

Song thrush

The wet 2007 summer was a boon to song thrushes

"It is vital that we learn more about the extent and consequences of redistribution in order to ensure that these species are effectively conserved".

Also of concern will be the continued absence of a widespread recovery of farmland birds despite the introduction of various "agro-environmental schemes" designed to preserve and restore key habitat.

The data included in the annual surveys is largely gathered by volunteers, and the BTO's David Leech paid tribute to their efforts.

"Every year a network of 500 BTO volunteers monitor 30,000 nests, providing an enormous wealth of information about the changes in nesting activities of many of our birds," he said.

"Over time, this body of information reveals a fascinating insight into how wildlife is affected by environmental changes."

Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk
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Guardian: Environment: Europe's pine may be wiped out, say experts

· Barry Hatton, Associated Press 

· The Guardian, 

· Monday August 18 2008

· Article history

Europe's pine forests are at risk from a killer bug that has already caused ecological catastrophes in east Asia, experts believe. Tens of thousands of trees have already died in Portugal and officials fear that pine wilt disease, which has become out of control in the south-west corner of the continent, could spread further. 

Two species of pine are susceptible: maritime pine, which makes up almost a quarter of Portugal's forests, and Scots pine, the most widespread pine species in Europe, often used for Christmas trees.

The European commission has already imposed tight restrictions on the export of Portuguese pine, which must be disinfected and given a clean bill of health before leaving the country. But Roddie Burgess, the head of the Plant Health Service for the British government's Forestry Commission, who has been studying the disease for more than 20 years, fears the bug's spread across Portugal. "Given the scale of the problem ... it's going to be very difficult to get on top of this," he said. 

The nematode bug swarms through a pine tree's innards and kills it within weeks by choking off the flow of sap. It is carried in the respiratory system of a flying beetle and was first detected in the Setúbal region, south of Lisbon, in 1999, when 340,000 trees died in two years. Experts think the beetle arrived in wooden crates at a nearby port. 

The disease wiped out Japan's vast pine forests in the 1970s.
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Guardian: Compost bug offers hope for biofuel industry

A detritus-loving bug found in garden compost heaps has been genetically 'turbo-charged' to help it break down tough plant matter at speed, a process that could be about to transform the way the world makes biofuels

    * James Randerson, science correspondent

    * guardian.co.uk,

    * Friday August 15 2008 13:00 BST

TMO Renewables

Chief executive Hamish Curran at the TMO Renewables ethanol plant in Surrey. Photograph: Felix Clay

A detritus-loving bug that can be found in nearly every garden compost heap in the land could be about to transform the way the world makes biofuels.

Initially, it is set to make bioethanol production from corn in the US more efficient, but the British company that has developed it says it can be applied much more broadly.

Unlike the yeasts traditionally used in brewing and bioethanol production it is more tolerant of tough plant matter, so raw materials such as grasses, willow, forest waste, wheat stalks and waste cardboard could all be converted into fuel.

The company, TMO Renewables, has built a trial plant near Guildford in Surrey to demonstrate the process. It is the first plant in the UK to use so-called "second generation" raw material - inputs that are not themselves foodstuffs. "It completely eliminates the debate about food versus fuel," says the company's CEO, Hamish Curran.

Curran is no hair-shirted, lentil-eating ecowarrior. He began his career in the oil and gas industry and now has a fondness for burning around the Surrey countryside in his convertible BMW. "You have to be a petrol-head to work here," he says as we drive with the wind in our hair to TMO's demonstration plant. The hot maze of hissing and clanging silver-grey pipework is sited next to the track and hangar where the TV show Top Gear is filmed. "Whilst we want to save the planet, if it's not profitable it's not going to be sustainable," says Curran.

Critics argue that the massive expansion of biofuel production in the US has displaced food crops and taken land out of food production, contributing to a massive hike in food prices worldwide. According to a World Bank report obtained by the Guardian earlier this month, the extra demand for agricultural produce and land from biofuels has pushed food prices up by 75%. The US government claims the figure is 3%.

Using woody non-food plants would get away from the displacement problem and has long been the goal of the biofuels industry. But so far the technology to do it has proved elusive. The problem is breaking down tough molecules such as cellulose into smaller sugars that can be fermented into ethanol or other fuels.

Curran has big plans. "I see the opportunity within the UK to leapfrog the first generation and go directly to the second generation, making ethanol from biomass," he said. But he knows that is not going to happen anytime soon because the infrastructure for supplying the raw materials will take years to build up.

In the meantime TMO plans to license its technology to US corn ethanol producers. "The market is gigantic because of the legislative agenda in the US," he said. The fuel ethanol industry is currently worth around $30bn (£16bn) and this year is expected to produce between 9bn and 9.5bn gallons of fuel this year.

But making corn ethanol requires a substantial input of fossil fuels, which partially cancels out its green benefits. After fermenting the corn, producers are left with a cloudy ethanol mixture. The cloudiness is a cellulose-rich waste product that needs to be settled out, dried and then disposed of. At the moment producers recover some costs by selling the waste - called distillers dried grains - as cattle feed. That typically means transporting it from a bioethanol plant in the mid-West to a farmer in Texas using huge amounts of energy.

However, by feeding it into TMO's process, Curran says a plant could make 15% more ethanol and reduce its energy consumption by 35% to 50%. He says he has already had interest from 22 US bioethanol producers in buying the technology.

TMO Renewables began by testing thousands of bacteria from compost heaps, farm silage pits, forest leaf litter - in fact, anywhere where there were rotting plants - and testing how good they were at decomposing plant matter. They eventually settled on a Geobacillus bacterium which was particularly unfussy about what it ate, and set about genetically tweaking it so it stopped converting food into other waste products. That boosted the bug's ethanol production and at the same time the team "turbo-charged" its metabolism, as Curran puts it. So rather than taking days to ferment a batch of raw material as yeast would, it can do the same job in hours.

The genetically altered bug - christened TM242 to distinguish it from Geobacillus in the wild - is still only part of the way toward the ultimate goal of munching on raw cellulose, however. The fibrous input needs first to be blown apart with high pressure steam and then treated with enzymes to partially break up the long chains that make up cellulose molecules and convert them into sugars. That means adding enzymes to the mix, but unlike other bacteria TM242 can handle longer chain sugars so the cellulose only needs to be partially broken down.

Another advantage is that because TM242 operates at 65C to 70C and generates its own heat, the hot beer that comes out of the end of the fermentation process needs less warming to distil off the ethanol, thus saving energy.

"I think they are half way there," said Edward Green of Green Biologics in Abingdon, another company that is researching the use of bacteria to create biofuels. "Whether or not that gives them something unique - probably not. There are other people out there with similar types of microbe, but TMO probably has more of an advanced position in terms of demonstration scale up."

Some environmental campaigners remain unconvinced, however. A spokesperson for Friends of the Earth, which campaigns against biofuels, says that so-called second generation technologies are not the answer.

"Sustainable second generation biofuels are a PR promise, not a commercial reality – and are a distraction from real green transport solutions, like more fuel efficient cars, better public transport and safer routes for walking and cycling," she said.

"The EU must scrap its proposed biofuels targets and vote instead to double the fuel efficiency of new cars."
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AFP: Sanitation and hygiene in focus at World Water Week

1 day ago
STOCKHOLM (AFP) — As the world races to find solutions to the planet's climate woes, some 2,500 experts meet in Stockholm this week to put the spotlight on one of the most pressing issues, that of water resources, at World Water Week.

The theme of this year's annual gathering is sanitation and hygiene issues.

Almost half of the world's population lacks proper toilet facilities, a situation that can have dire consequences on public health and which poses a challenge to resolve since water is becoming an increasingly scarce resource.

Climate change, soaring population numbers and the rapid economic development of Asia and Africa have all put a strain on the world's water supply.

Twenty percent of the planet's population in 30 countries face water shortages, a figure that is expected to hit 30 percent by 2025, according to the United Nations which has declared 2008 the International Year of Sanitation.

The meeting, which opens Monday and is entitled "Progress and Prospects on Water: For a Clean and Healthy World," will focus in particular on the dangers that the lack of adequate toilets and hygiene facilities presents to 2.6 billion people.

"It's not very popular to talk about toilets and excrement and where to go when you are menstruating. This is something that makes people feel uncomfortable," Stephanie Blenckner, spokeswoman for the Stockholm International Water Institute that is organising the event, told AFP.

"Five thousand children die every day of diarrhoea because of a lack of hygiene and sanitation and nobody really cares," Blenckner said, stressing that educating decision-makers about these issues was a priority.

Among those attending the various workshops, seminars and plenary sessions will be scientific experts as well as representatives of major corporations, non-governmental organisations and government.

Another theme to be discussed will be the impact that mankind's activities are having on the environment.

"We have to understand that what we eat and the products we buy have an immediate implication for the availability of the world's water resources," Blenckner said.

And the planet's natural resources are expected to come under increasing pressure as efforts to combat poverty result in rising demand for goods, food and services, which also puts a strain on waste management.

As a result, talks will focus on how sanitation, water supply, ecosystem management and economic development can all be coordinated.

On Tuesday, delegates will devote their discussions to Asia, which represents 60 percent of the world's population and whose rapid economic development is having enormous consequences on water resources.

The amount of water available per person in Asia today represents about 15 to 30 percent of what was available in the 1950s.

Blenckner pointed out that even Europe was not spared water problems, noting that "surprisingly ... 20 million Europeans need access to safe and affordable sanitation."

Concrete solutions will be discussed during the week, as well as how human behaviour can be changed to improve the situation.

"Now we've stopped discussing whether or not there has been climate change, or where or who has been contributing to it," Blenckner said.

"Now it's all about: it's there and we have to live with it and the question is, okay what to do? How to adapt," she said.

World Water Week, first organised in 1991, has over the years become one of the most important rendez-vous for water issues. It will be officially opened on Monday by British Professor Anthony John Allan, the winner of the 2008 Stockholm Water Prize. 

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________
Reuters: Coastal 'Dead Zones' Spread Globally, Study Finds 
WASHINGTON - "Dead zones" in coastal waters -- regions of ocean floor so deprived of oxygen that most marine life cannot survive -- are spreading worldwide at an alarming pace, scientists said on Thursday. 

Driving the trend are nitrogen and phosphorous from chemical agricultural fertilizers that reach coastal waters after flowing off farm fields and into streams and rivers, according to the study published in the journal Science. 

Nitrogen compounds from burning fossils fuels, particularly from power plants and cars, also are settling back to the ground and eventually wash into coastal waters, they said. 

This decade alone, the number of coastal dead zones has risen by about a third to 405 worldwide, with clusters on the coasts of the United States and Europe. Combined, they take up an area of at least 95,000 square miles (250,000 square km). 

The biggest one measures about 30,000 square miles (80,000 square km) in the Baltic Sea, the researchers said. This is followed in size by one in the Gulf of Mexico starting at the mouth of the Mississippi River in the United States and one at the mouth of China's Yangtze River in the East China Sea. 

"It's not sort of a local or regional problem, which is how it was thought of in the past," Robert Diaz of the College of William and Mary's Virginia Institute of Marine Science said in a telephone interview. "It is actually a global problem." 

"Most of it is agricultural-based, but there is a lot of industrial nitrogen in there, too, if you consider electric generation industrial," added Diaz, who tracked the proliferation of the dead zones along with Rutger Rosenberg of the University of Gothenburg in Sweden. 

The number of dead zones started to approximately double every 10 years starting in the 1960s, the researchers said. 

There were 301 such dead zones at the end of the 1990s, 132 at the end of the 1980s, 63 at the end of the 1970s and 39 at the end of the 1960s, Diaz said. 

The researchers said dead zones must be considered an important source of stress on marine ecosystems, ranking alongside over-fishing, habitat loss from human development and harmful algal blooms as global environmental problems. 

Dead zones are formed when excess nutrients, mostly nitrogen and phosphorus, enter coastal waters and help fertilize blooms of algae. When these tiny plants die and sink to the sea bottom, they provide a food source for bacteria, which consume dissolved oxygen from surrounding waters. 

As a result, there are large areas of sea floor with insufficient oxygen to support most marine life. 

"Fish are the best at avoiding dead zones. When the oxygen starts to decline, they're smart -- they leave, they don't hang around. Crabs and shrimp are pretty good at getting away, too, as are lobsters," Diaz said. 

But slower-moving creatures on the sea floor often die, including worms, clams and small crustaceans. "These are the animals that are the fundamental food base for the commercial crabs, shrimp and fish that feed on the bottom," Diaz said. (Editing by Maggie Fox) 

Story by Will Dunham 

Story Date: 18/8/2008
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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

8 August 2008
General Environment News

Kenya: Minister Pleads for Slaughterhouses

The Nation (Nairobi): Public Health minister Beth Mugo on Saturday said she supported the closing of Dagoretti slaughterhouses by the National Environment Management Authority.

But she went ahead to asked the government agency to reopen two of them that, she noted, had complied with the law. Five abattoirs were closed last week after the expiry of a three-month notice requiring them to take steps to end the pollution of the Kabuthi river, which drains into Nairobi River, or be closed. http://allafrica.com/stories/200808170021.html
Cameroon: Operation Green Sahel Resumes

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): "I have come to plant trees -- that is why I have left my jacket and tie in Yaoundé" declared Cameroon's Minister of Forest and Wildlife, Elvis Ngolle Ngolle, as he launched the tree planting at a small village near the town of Kousseri, in the north of the country. In four minutes, the minister and his staff planted a hundred trees as a bulwark against rapidly encroaching desert. About 80,000 trees have been planted in this area -- described by Kousseri mayor Mahamat Abdoulkarim as the desert's gateway into Cameroon. More than one million trees will be planted across Cameroon this year. "This is the country's contribution to the global efforts against climate change," the minister said. He said tree planting is no longer an issue for professionals but everybody's concern emphasising that people should not only plant but follow up to ensure that the trees are growing well. In Cameroon's dry sahel zone, almost 97 percent of the population depends on wood as a primary source of fuel for cooking. "Today firewood in the North is an intensive commercial activity. It is a major source of employment for the people and if it is to be stopped, an alternative source of employment must be sought," says Jacques Billong, the North Provincial Delegate for the environment and protection of nature. http://allafrica.com/stories/200808170001.html
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· Eco-friendly Skyrail to be visited by United Nations – e-Travel Blackboard
· Students to join environment study trip in Germany - Thanh Nien Daily
· Global oxygen level falling, warn scientists – CIIC
· UN official: developing countries need time to improve air quality  - Xinhua
· Focus On Environmental Management  - Gorkhapatra
· Green envoys off to Germany – The Jakarta Post
· Smiling volunteers win another Olympic gold for Beijing - People's Daily Online



General environment news
· Bangladesh - Prescription for a cleaner Dhaka – Daily Star
· Bangladesh - Auguring urban forestry – Daily Star
· India - India may lose up to 17% of its farming income due to climate change – The Times of India
· MRC - Warnings on floods faulted – Bangkok Post
UNEP or UN in the news

Eco-friendly Skyrail to be visited by United Nations

Monday, August 18, 2008

Later this week, Skyrail Rainforest Cableway will receive a visit from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Special Envoy due to its ecotourism practices.

The delegation visit, led by Japanese musician Ms Tokiko Kato and sponsored by the Japanese Government, is part of UNEP Special Envoy’s mission to observe how environmental protection programs and projects have been implemented effectively.

The results obtained from the observations will be reported to UNEP and the Ministry of Environment of the Japanese Government to help in policy formulation.

“Skyrail maintains world’s best practice in environmental sustainability, and we are delighted to showcase these values to assist likeminded groups globally” said Skyrail Managing Director, Dr Ken Chapman Dr Chapman.

The rest of the delegation includes Ms Sachiko Kato, President Tokiko Planning Co Ltd; Mr Kohei Nakano, Technical Official, Ministry of the Environment of Japan; and Mr Toshihiro Azuma, Director, Global Environment Centre Foundation.

Together they will plant a tree in Skyrail’s rainforest rehabilitation corridor at Caravonica Terminal.

http://www.etravelblackboard.com/showarticle.asp?id=81069&nav=83 

……………………………………………….

Students to join environment study trip in Germany 

Two university students from Vietnam will embark on a week-long trip to Germany next month to learn about the latest approaches to industrial environmental protection.  

Ngo Thi Huong Ly from Hanoi University of Natural Sciences and Le Thi Hai Yen from Ho Chi Minh City’s Foreign Trade University will take part in the trip, organized by Germany-based Bayer Group.

Ly and Yen will join students from 16 other countries from November 2-7.

The two Vietnamese students were chosen from among 15 finalists in this year’s Bayer Young Environmental Envoy Vietnam (BYEE) program, which was themed “Solutions for Reducing CO2 Emissions.”

Bayer Vietnam Ltd., a member of Bayer Group, launched the program in March in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Training, the Ho Chi Minh City Communist Youth Union and the HCMC Environmental Protection Agency.

The company Thursday held a ceremony with its partners at HCMC’s New World Hotel to award the title of “Environment Envoys” to the winners.

Bayer Group joined forces with the United Nations Environment Program in founding the program in 1995 in Thailand.

To date, 17 countries in Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and Africa have joined the initiative.

In Vietnam, BYEE was first organized in 2006 for students aged 18-23.

Bayer Vietnam Ltd. has been manufacturing food for fish, shrimp and cattle in Vietnam since 2002.

http://www.thanhniennews.com/education/?catid=4&newsid=41184 
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Global oxygen level falling, warn scientists 

The world has realized the danger of rising carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. It has, in its own way, been fighting global warming. But what about the long-term fall in oxygen levels and its knock-on effects?

Compared to prehistoric times, the level of oxygen in the earth's atmosphere has fallen by over a third and in polluted cities the decline could be more than 50 percent.

This change in the makeup of the air we breathe has potentially serious implications for our health. Indeed, it could ultimately threaten the survival of human life on earth, says Roddy Newman, who is drafting a new book, The Oxygen Crisis.

So, what's the evidence? About 10,000 years ago, the planet's forest cover was at least twice what it is today, which means forests are now emitting only half the amount of oxygen.

And desertification and deforestation are rapidly accelerating this long-term loss of oxygen sources.

The story at sea is much the same. NASA reports that in the north Pacific Ocean oxygen-producing phytoplankton concentrations are 30 percent lower today, compared to even the 1980s. This is a huge drop in just three decades.

Moreover, the UN Environment Program said in 2004 that there were nearly 150 "dead zones" in the world's oceans where discharged sewage and industrial waste, farm fertilizer run-off and other pollutants have reduced oxygen levels to such an extent that most or all sea creatures can no longer live there.

Professor Ian Plimer of Adelaide University and Professor Jon Harrison of the University of Arizona accept that oxygen levels in the atmosphere in prehistoric times averaged 35 percent compared to only 21 percent today. The levels are even lower in densely populated, polluted city centers and industrial complexes, perhaps only 15 percent or lower.

Much of this recent, accelerated change is down to human activity, notably the industrial revolution and the burning of fossil fuels. Which means we are slowing down one process, oxygen generation, and speeding up another, carbon dioxide production.

Very interesting. But does this decline in oxygen matter? Are there any practical consequences that we ought to be concerned about? What is the effect of lower oxygen levels on the human body?

Surprisingly, no significant research has been done, perhaps on the following presumption: the decline in oxygen levels has taken place over millions of years of our planet's existence.

Surely, this mostly gradual decline has allowed the human body to evolve and adapt to lower concentrations of oxygen? Maybe, maybe not.

The pace of oxygen loss is likely to have speeded up massively because of global industrialization and as a result of the massive worldwide increase in the burning of fossil fuels.

Scaremongering? No. A reason for doomsaying? Not yet. What is needed is an authoritative evidence-based investigation to ascertain current oxygen levels and what consequences, if any, there are for the long-term well-being of our species - and, indeed, of all species.

(China Daily August 15, 2008)

http://www.china.org.cn/environment/news/2008-08/15/content_16233966.htm 
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UN official: developing countries need time to improve air quality  

    BEIJING, Aug. 9 (Xinhua) -- A senior United Nations official urged the world on Saturday to allow some time for developing countries to improve their air quality.

    "The reason why the World Health Organization have intermediate standards [about the impact of pollution on health] is that developing countries need time," Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

    He also argued that air pollution has been part of the Olympic history for as long as he could remember. "It's not necessary to look out of the window and make a judgment based on your visual image."

    In fact, at the Los Angles Olympic Games, more than 90 percent of the days were rated as unhealthy by the air quality standards of the United States. At the Games in Athens and Seoul, air quality was also an issue of concern, according to Achim.

    The International Olympic Committee (IOC) had made decisions whether the air was sufficiently good and the issue was being managed properly, he added.

    He said the UNEP is working with the IOC to develop the standard for the green quality of Olympic cities, so that people can assess and compare to the standard in terms of environmental performance and improvement for competing hosting cities.

    Achim spent two days going around the public transport system in Beijing, and visited the city's Environmental Protection Bureau and some environmental monitoring stations.

    He said Beijing had invested more efforts and resources than previous host cities and its measures had proved effective.

    "Perhaps there is only 5 percent of the broader picture of environmental issues being addressed. But millions of Beijing residents will benefit from the Games in terms of air quality and more attention should be given to this [improvement]."

    He also said that athletes with masks in Beijing should not be blamed. "If you read the reporting of the air quality in Beijing in the last few weeks, every athlete has reason to concern because it's the moment of their dreams."

    "They come to Beijing for the Olympics and maybe have nine or ten seconds to win the big prize."

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-08/10/content_9111839.htm 
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Focus On Environmental Management  

S.K. Shrestha    

Nepal has rugged topography, wide altitudinal variation and diverse climatic conditions across the country. So road construction and maintenance in the hilly areas have become very challenging jobs It has been established through many road projects in Nepal that the cost of road maintenance could be reduced if bio-engineering as an environmental technique/management is applied on slopes and gullies. Bio-engineering is an age old technique used by farmers in their farmland and forests. It is sustainable and harmonious with surroundings, cost effective approach along with minor civil engineering structures and matter of management.

Simple technologies, use of local resources, participatory approach from planning to implementation, proper technical supports, and environment consideration are the important principles of Green Road Concept. In the recent days, Rural Access Program named a similar approach called RAP approach in the construction of rural roads in hill districts.

Generally, the Green Road Concept is for rural roads where the traffic volume is low and design standards are relatively low. The green road project considers environment in each phase. Initial Environment Examination and Environment Impact Assessment is carried out in this project to assess its viability in the planning, design and implementation phase. This Approach is a sustainable way of constructing the rural roads in Nepal. It considers both environment and rural poverty issues in the country with the promotion of the use of local resources, equipments and local people participation in each stage of the project. Out of the total cost, 65% of the cost goes to the local people. Along with developing the rural road infrastructure, the approach encourages the local people for self help promotion.

There exists a conflict between environmental management and the basic human needs. To meet such needs, the global effort was towards the enhancement of economic and industrial development. Environmental consciousness was started in the developed nations viewing environment and development as two faces of the same coin. The result was the establishment of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) after the World Conference on Human Environment in Stockholm (1972) in order to maintain harmony between the environment and development. Since environment and development are inseparable components, every developmental activity should take into consideration a proper protection of the environment.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is essentially a preventive process by which costly and irreversible mistakes could easily be avoided during the project development and implementation. It serves as an important tool on environmental planning through identification, prediction and evaluation of the possible impacts of development project. International aid giving agencies are also giving stress to carry out EIA of development projects before their implementation. Keeping in mind the urgent need of EIA as a basic tool for development planning, Government of Nepal (GON) has given strong emphasis on its application in the development plans. This was facilitated with the establishment of Environmental Units in the concerned ministries and departments.

Roads guide the overall socio–economic development of Nepal. The overall objective of road development is to bring about economic development but the potential environmental impacts are manifest in the physical, biological, social, cultural and sometimes archaeological spheres. Road construction incurs various environmental and social impacts including both beneficial as well as adverse ones. The environmental and social aspects of road planning and development have been given serious priority by both the government as well as the donor agencies. 

The most commonly used definition of sustainable development is that given by the World Commission of Environment and Development (WCED) in their report popularly known as Our Common Future. Growing environment problem, especially land degradation, natural resources depletion and environmental health problems are appearing as the major threat to economic development. The development endeavors to be shifted towards the sustainable economic growth with the proper management in natural resources and improvement in environmental quality. 

The majority of the people in developing country live below the poverty line and the growing natural resources and environmental degradation will seriously affect their livelihood. In this context, the sustainable development in operation terms can be defined as "development which will enable the country at least to fulfill basic needs without further curtailing the level of oval consumption and further depletion and degradation of natural resources and environment".

There are relevant sectoral policies, acts, rules, guidelines prepared by the department of roads. Environmental Assessment in the Road Sector of Nepal is a policy document to explain basically the DOR Engineers on what environmental assessment procedures involve and to propose a straight forward set of procedures which make it workable and useful. The document lists Screening, Initial Environment Examination, Scoping, Environmental Impact Assessment and Monitoring as the five main components of environmental assessment activities.

Environmental management guideline is required to implement environmental mitigation measures in surveying, design, tender document preparation, contract document preparation, construction/maintenance/rehabilitation and operation of road projects. This guideline should consist of environmental mitigation measures to be incorporated into road projects, procedure for public participation and socio-economic considerations. It also needs to advise on socio-economic impacts and strategies for reducing and avoiding the potential negative impacts and for maximizing the beneficial impacts to local residents.

Concern

Thus, it can be implied that Environmental Management is a must for sustainable development of road network in Nepal. It should be given due consideration from all the concerned including the government through the proper implementation of the current Interim Plan. 

http://www.gorkhapatra.org.np/detail.php?article_id=5089&cat_id=7 

………………………………………………

Green envoys off to Germany 

Novia D. Rulistia, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta

Innovative waste management has helped four university students win environmental awards -- and a four-day trip to Germany.

Fernando from the Bandung Institute of Technology, Sri Rezeki from Tanjung Pura University in the West Kalimantan capital Pontianak, Doni Pabhassaro from the University of Indonesia in Depok, south of Jakarta, and Veni Sevia Febrianti from Jember University in East Java grabbed the Bayer Young Environmental Envoy Award 2008 on Friday. They beat 14 other finalists from eight universities, who participated in a five-day eco-camp in Ciawi, West Java, from August 9-14. 

"We looked for projects that were simple but very useful for the surrounding environment and people. What is also important is that they (the envoys) must possess leadership and high spirits, because they need to talk to lots of people," jury member and Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) country director Noviar Handayani told The Jakarta Post. 

The envoys presented projects related to the environment, including biogas extraction from oil palm residue as a substitute for fossil fuels; converting drinks cartons into artwork to reduce paper waste; and producing "bio-briquettes" from solid organic waste and cassava. 

The four will represent the country in an annual study trip to Germany in November, organized by German pharmaceutical giant Bayer AG, to learn about trends and perspectives in environmental protection and sustainability. 

They will join 50 other envoys representing 17 countries. 

The study trip will include a visit to several Bayer manufacturing plants, discussions with environmental experts and lessons on waste recycling systems in Leverkusen. 

"After this study trip, I want to expand my forest conservation project in Bondowoso to help local people prevent frequent flooding," Veni said. 

For her project in the East Java town, Veni recruited other university students as well as family members, neighbors and the local government to help plant trees to reforest the land. 

"So far we have distributed 2,000 seedlings and are waiting for the rainy season to begin planting them," she said. 

The Bayer Young Environmental Envoy program is also supported by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI) and the WCS. 

PT Bayer Indonesia president director Hans-Josef Schill said Thursday he hoped the trip would help the envoys gain first-hand knowledge about the roles and cooperation undertaken by industry players, the government and households in preserving the environment. 

"With this opportunity, they can also develop their networks, and when they return home, they'll be equipped with broader knowledge and perspective on the environment," Schill said. 

http://old.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20080816.H04&irec=3 
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Smiling volunteers win another Olympic gold for Beijing 

14:14, August 15, 2008 

As China's 600-strong Olympic team fight for medals on the home soil, a separate team nearly 3,000 times its size are trying to snatch another gold for their country -- with friendly smiles.

Of the host city's 1.7 million volunteers, about 100,000 are working at the Games sites -- mainly the competition venues and the Olympic villages -- or on the bus fleet shuttling between these sites.

The host city actually looks younger with these smiling young men and women, mostly in their early 20s and all wearing blue "Beijing 2008" T-shirts.

"Visitors to the Olympics can be forgiven for thinking that China is a land of unnatural youthfulness where nobody is older than 30," said New York Times reporter Charles McGrath.

Close as they are to the Games, few of these volunteers can sit back and enjoy the competition. Even the lucky ones working at the competition venues may not witness all the historic moments.

Pan Xingyu, 21, works at the National Aquatics Center, or the Water Cube, but has never caught a glimpse of her idol Michael Phelps. "He always competes in the morning but I always work afternoon or night shifts."

She also missed the excitement of the diving competitions -- in which China has won all the four golds offered so far, because she was either on duty at the entrance or maintaining order at the spectators' stand.

"I had a peep or two when the audience roared in excitement. But it's better to watch TV later on," she said.

At the end of a noisy, tiring day, Pan and her colleagues are always eager to get back for some rest, but their team leaders sometimes call them together to play games, hoping to help them relax and enhance cohesion of the group.

An engineering major at the prestigious Tsinghua University, Pan admitted her excitement at the job is subsiding. "It is very tiring and stressful. Sometimes you need to deal with tough issues and people would complain if you're not doing well enough," said the soft-spoken junior student. "But when I graduate from school, I guess I won't be afraid of any tough job (with this experience)."

For Pan and her peers, some of whom stand for several hours in the scorching sun to point the way for the Olympic visitors, all their hard work pays off when they are given a heartfelt "thank you" and compliments in return.

Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara, who attended the Beijing Olympics opening on Aug. 8, said he was "especially moved" by the volunteers because of their enthusiasm and good manners. "Chinese young people have dreams...They deserve our expectation and admiration," he said in an interview earlier this week.

A senior official with the International Olympic Committee (IOC) also paid tribute to the Beijing Games' volunteers at a press conference on Wednesday. "All the volunteers are dedicated... we have to say they are doing a fantastic job," said IOC's Olympic Games executive director Gilbert Felli.

These volunteers, many of whom are trained to be engineers, journalists or doctors, are doing a wide variety of temporary jobs created by the Games: running errands and distributing games results, conducting security checks, driving golf carts, housekeeping at athletes and media villages, or simply standing there and greeting everyone.

Frankly speaking, not everyone speaks good English and many, particularly the freshman students, lack the adequate problem solving skills their jobs demand. But they are certainly doing their best to help, and are hoping this hard-won opportunity will help prove their capability and enrich their experience, which might be a positive element in their future employment.

Xu Zhou, 19, has one of the "boring" jobs that is totally irrelevant to what she is trained to be -- a communication engineer.

She travels at least 20 times a day on a media bus commuting between the Main Press Center and the North Star Media Village, a 20-minute ride, to provide language assistance for foreign reporters aboard and answer their questions.

Most of the days, Xu, as well as 2,000 other volunteers who work for the media bus fleet, can only catch a glimpse of the ongoing competitions on TV during their breaks. But Monday was a red-letter day for the bespectacled sophomore from Beijing Communications University: she had a day off and she got a ticket to the Olympic Green Tennis Center through a lucky draw on campus.

To fully exploit the hard-won chance, she arrived at 5 a.m. and didn't leave until midnight, watching as many games as possible as the ticket was valid for all 65 matches played in the day.

"It was exciting to see Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal play," said Xu, adding that she was happy to be among a home crowd that cheered Lu Yen-hsun from Chinese Taipei on to a hard victory against British Andy Murray.

Starting her service on July 25, Xu said she would stick to her position until the assignment is over by Aug. 25. "My job here might be a trivial detail in the running of the whole Games, but details matter in the Games' final success," she said.

Besides the 100,000 volunteers directly serving the Olympians and journalists, the other 1.6-million-strong volunteers in the Chinese capital have seldom come under the spotlight.

Among them are pensioners -- the oldest one already 103 years old -- that patrol streets and communities, students that answer tourists' questions at roadside information kiosks, skilled taxi drivers who have been handpicked to access the locked Olympic area in northern Beijing, and chefs selected from renowned Beijing hotels to help cook the Olympic dishes.

But a set of snapshots, showing a young female volunteer holding a foreigner, who fainted shortly in the street probably for a slight sunstroke, in her arms and feeding him water, spread quickly in China's vast Internet community, and stirred up a great sensation.

"You look so beautiful when you extend your helping hands. You are the embodiment of the traditional virtues of the Chinese -- hospitable and caring," read an online comment seen on qq.com.

At 103, Beijing resident Fu Yiquan still patrols the street near the Temple of Heaven in downtown Beijing as a "security volunteer," a job he has been doing for 30 years.

The perseverance of Fu and tens of thousands of other pensioners in Beijing impressed David Tool, a former colonel of the U.S. Army who now teaches at a Beijing university and hunts awkward translations in his spare time.

"These pensioners are doing a great job. The Beijing Games are a grand occasion. I, too, want to share the excitement," said Tool.

During the Games, he is serving as a volunteer at an information kiosk close to the Sanlitun bar street, one of the areas most frequented by foreigners in eastern Beijing.

"No matter who wins the most medals at the Games, one thing is clear -- these volunteers will win the hearts and minds of visitors to Beijing," Achim Steiner, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said on the eve of the Beijing Games. 

http://english.people.com.cn/90002/94411/95075/6476776.html 
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Prescription for a cleaner Dhaka

Albelee Haque

A recent report in The Daily Star about water-logging problem in Jhigatola area in Dhaka city has motivated this article. 

The time is appropriate for the government NGOs, and local communities and non-profit to collaborate more effectively and start working together towards a cleaner Dhaka, and to protect wetlands in and around Dhaka from the pressure of development to ensure biodiversity. This writer was quite alarmed during a recent phone conversation with a relative, who was visiting Boston. It was alarming because my relative told me that there were hardly any wetlands in Bangladesh that may be considered active. 

Until recently, there was no Wetland Protection Act in Bangladesh. As a group, wetlands, bogs, vernal pools and salt marshes are all considered wastelands. Wetlands form a critical part of our ecosystem because of their diverse animal and plant life. Unfortunately, because of lack of environmental consciousness and public education or awareness, wetlands such as, haors, lakes, beels, marshes etc. are systematically being degraded/eliminated through residential/commercial real-estate development projects.

Wetlands carry out rather important functions, including flood protection. Their spongy soil composition allows quick absorption of rainwater and can naturally prevent water- logging, which is a man-made problem bigger than flooding nowadays in Dhaka, Chittagong and other major cities. Wasa Managing Director Raihanul Abedin said that water logging problem in Jhigatola area would be solved before the next monsoon as a new plan for the improvement of the sewerage system was being prepared. 

Don't forget, infilling of wetlands to build or expand malls, shops/residential buildings in any city could be costly and severely detrimental to the long term environmental goals of the country. Local conservation commissions should be established in every township to enforce the recently (2002) promulgated Wetland Protection Act of the Dept. of Environment.

Wetlands ensure biodiversity and provide natural defence against flooding. Wetlands also naturally filter nutrients and toxicants in the polluted runoff from streets, parking lots, paved areas, building roofs and gutters or barnyards and farmland (in less urbanised districts) after rain passes through their special type of soil.

Overabundance of nutrients -- for example, nitrogen and phosphorus -- from human sources such as untreated sewage, commercial fertiliser, dairy or confined animal feeding operations etc., can choke local rivers and ponds with nuisance and unchecked algae growth. 

Some algae certainly constitute an important part of the food chain in lakes, rivers or ponds. But algae proliferation can impose a demand for oxygen during nighttime respiration and lead to death of fish in warmer weather. Wetland attenuation of excess nutrients is a low-cost, natural way of keeping local water bodies suitable for swimming, fishing, and boating.

It is of utmost importance for the economy and environment to save the wetlands, marshes, and bogs in inland or coastal areas. Without growing public consciousness and compliance/enforcement of environmental regulations, Bangladesh could lose most of its critical wetland systems to unplanned urban development projects. Of particular concern are the Ashulia and Kaliakoir areas. There will be dire environmental consequences if important wetland areas such as the above are turned into commercial areas like Tejgaon. 

The concept of Low Impact Development (LID) entails preserving natural landscape, minimum land disturbance to control erosion as well as soil amendment by adding compost to improve its hydrologic function. An assessment of Model Development Principle application in Virginia (USA) by Centre for Watershed Protection (2001) noted that in comparison to conventional development, use of LID could save up to 49 percent in total infrastructure cost (incl. road, gutters, sidewalks, landscaping and storm water based management practices). Studies by the American Forest Association indicated up to 40 percent savings in energy bills for homes and businesses that retained trees. 

Urbanization and impervious cover (IC) land induced changes in the natural water balance of streams have physical impacts that ultimately affect water quality and biological diversity. The trend of deviation from high water quality is almost inevitable at watersheds with IC level higher than 25 percent. There is ample scientific data on the indirect impact of urbanization on downstream receiving waters, exhibiting signs of degradation and presence of pollution-tolerant species in suburban watersheds (15-35% IC). However, the degradation of water quality and biodiversity is not to the extent of urban watersheds (50% IC). One retrofit LID for renovation projects is disconnection of impervious areas such as, by use of porous pavements, removing curbs or plantings in traffic islands etc. 

Adopting a regional approach to LID or smart growth would be very beneficial. This may involve initiatives by the law and policy makers in Bangladesh to evenly distribute economic development rather than intensifying density in Dhaka city alone. Otherwise, it will be almost impossible to clean up the Buriganga River---one of the most polluted in the country. 

According to Robert Zimmerman of Charles River Watershed Association “Nature was heeded when 9500 acres of wetlands were protected in the Charles River Reservation Area”. Because of this wetland conservation land area in the Charles River watershed, even when it rains frequently in the Boston area there is no flooding in the watershed. Thus daily activities do not suffer like it happens in the Peabody area of Massachusetts; businesses are not closed like in Jigatola, Dhaka. Therefore, adverse economic impact can be reversed by protection of remaining wetlands in Dhaka city.

Albelee Haque is an environmental scientist in the department of environment at Boston, Massachusetts.

http://www.thedailystar.net/story.php?nid=50607 
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Auguring urban forestry

Niaz Ahmed Khan

In the heels of the predatory nature of deforestation and environmental degradation, urban as well as rural afforestation programmes have assumed paramount significance in Bangladesh in line with the neighbouring South Asian nations. Although there has been a prolific growth of literature on environment in general and forestry in particular, research on urban forestry in Bangladesh has been strikingly limited.

The government has attached highest priority to forestry development in a vowed attempt to combat environmental degradation and to arrest the rate of deforestation. It is estimated that deforestation has occurred at an annual rate of 8,000 hectare. Community focussed participatory afforestation programmes have become the mainstay of public and private forestry activities in the country. In recent years, a number of urban forestry programmes have been launched along side similar rural afforestation initiatives. Examples include the city afforestation schemes organised and managed by various public and local government agencies such as the metropolitan (city) corporations, municipalities, the department of forests, the directorate of environment, educational institutions and other specialized and regimented organisations (e.g. the Bangladesh National Cadet Corps). 

In following the widely used definition, Urban Forestry (UF), for the purpose of this research, connotes a specialised branch of forestry that has as its objective the cultivation and management of trees for their present and potential contribution to the physiological, sociological and economic well-being of urban society. Inherent in this function is a comprehensive programme designed to educate the urban populace on the role of trees and related plants in the urban environment. In its broadest sense, urban forestry embraces a multi-managerial system that includes municipal watersheds, wildlife habitats, outdoor recreation opportunities, landscape design, recycling of municipal wastes, tree care in general, and the future production of wood fiber as raw material.

UF is essentially concerned with the management of tree plantation in and around the city or town areas. A wide variety of locations and sites within the urban setting, such as parks, streets, residential places, industrial and commercial zones, parking lots, community centres, educational and business premises, religious seminaries and worship places can be utilized for UF development. 

The role, significance and prospective advantages of UF have now been well established. UF may offer numerous benefits to urban dwellers and the urban environment by maintaining and sustaining the natural processes (e.g. the water, gaseous, nutrient cycles); supporting the local flora and fauna; providing economic return; augmenting aesthetic and social values; and curbing climatic pollution. 

The recent governmental macro policies and strategies have emphasised tree planting in all prospective (and currently unutilised or underutilised) lands (including urban locations). The Forest Policy 1994, for example, suggests and encourages tree planting on the courtyards of varied institutions such as local government offices, schools, eidgah (open prayer ground), mosques and seminaries, temples, clubs and orphanages. It also commits that the government will provide all necessary support and technical guidance to the members of the public for this purpose. 

Drawing on an empirical research on selected UF activities of the four major public institutions in Chittagong (the Chittagong City Corporation; the Chittagong Flotilla of the Bangladesh National Cadet Corps; the Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong; and the Chittagong Forest Division) together with a review of the relevant literature, one can identify the following dominant features and characteristic trends of the UF management in Bangladesh:

The UF programmes in the public sector are carried out in a generally piecemeal and disintegrated basis. There is a serious lack of effective functional coordination among the concerned agencies and institutions.

The management of UF activities is overtly bureaucratic, inflexible and top-down. 

With the exception of the Forest Department, there is a general dearth of technically qualified personnel among the staff involved in UF. This largely makes the planning, design and implementation of UF plantations difficult and technically unsound.

The special features and characteristics of UF do not seem to have been adequately considered and addressed to. Some of these features include limited availability of land and planting materials in the urban locations; aesthetic valuation of urban plantations; heterogeneity of urban dwellers; a relatively harsh environmental situation (which renders a stressful habitat for trees); and the difficulty in administering the required public motivation and extension programmes in the urban areas. The case studies of this research suggest that the concerned institutions have hardly taken any exclusive or specialised measure(s) to respond to these distinctive features and challenges of UF. 

In most cases, there is no written or legal document as to the distribution of benefits arising out of UF activities.

Most funds for the UF programmes are provided by the concerned agencies from internal sources. This constitutes a distinctive feature of UF in view of the fact that most other components of Social Forestry activities in the country are heavily dependent on foreign (external) sources. By relying mainly on internal (government) sources, the UF programmes typically suffer from inadequate fund and logistic support. 

The level and extent of public involvement in the UF programmes are clearly marginal, inadequate and of essentially cosmetic nature. Most of these programmes are planned, designed and implemented by the public staff concerned. The limited public participation is found in the form of some involvement in the nursery raising and planting as waged labourers. Besides, UF activities in selected public places, for example in the parks, play grounds and educational premises, may offer some indirect and occasional benefits to the members of public in such forms as fruits, fodder, shade and aesthetic nourishment.

There is hardly any systematic and organised effort to periodically maintain, monitor and evaluate the effect, outcome and performance of the UF. This also leads to the general scarcity of relevant information and record.

The significance and prospect of UF can hardly be overemphasized. However, the present activities, as carried out by varied public agencies under the banner of UF, have serious limitations including the lack of effective functional coordination; bureaucratic and centralized pattern of administration; lack of adequate citizen involvement; ineffective monitoring of the following up mechanism; and the transient and temporary nature of operation. 

The present UF activities, albeit the limitations, are a promising enterprise, and thus, deserve to be sustained through appropriate institutions. Sustaining the UF programmes will require careful planning and concerted effort with reference to a particular biophysical situation and socioeconomic setting. Such a planning and subsequent action will require, inter alia, functional coordination among the concerned institutions; a reasonable degree of citizen participation in all four phases of project cycle, i.e., in the planning, implementation, benefits and monitoring; relative flexibility and devolution of activities in the field offices; the programmes' ability to adopt and respond to local demands and situational peculiarities; and the establishment of a regular maintenance, monitoring and impact assessment mechanism. Without some of these serious efforts towards sustenance and institutionalization, the development of UF is unlikely to pass beyond the current rhetorical state, and transform into a practical, community focussed development strategy. 

Dr. Niaz Ahmed Khan (niaz.khan@yahoo.com) is Professor of Development Studies at the University of Dhaka, and Honourary Research Fellow, Centre for Development Studies, University of Wales, UK.

http://www.thedailystar.net/story.php?nid=50609 
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India may lose up to 17% of its farming income due to climate change

16 Aug, 2008, 1736 hrs IST, ANI

WASHINGTON : India could lose between seven and seventeen per cent of its income from farming because of climate change, a new study has claimed. 

Using data on weather and the economic success of farming to model the effect of future warming on the predicted income from farming, Robert Mendelsohn of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and Apurva Sanghi of the World Bank said that the focus of their study was on the biological relationship between weather and crop yield instead of the economic connection between weather and farming revenue. 

"Our forecast is lower, but I think it's also more realistic," says Mendelsohn. 

"By studying how well farmers do financially, we take adaptation into account. The income from farming will depend not only on the direct effect of the weather on the crops and livestock but also on whatever the farmers do to cope with this," he added. 

They predicted that Brazil could lose between ten and thirty percent of its farming income under the same scenario, and added that the difference between the countries is most likely due to India's agriculture being less sensitive to climate-dependent changes in rainfall. 

However according to the World Bank, farming makes up a whopping 23 per cent of Indian GDP as opposed to only six per cent of Brazilian GDP, so the country as a whole may be hit harder by a more modest loss in income from agriculture. 

If on the other Brazil and India do to adapt to climate change in the future, Mendelsohn believes that switching to crops and livestock that can stand the heat is going to be crucial. 

Rachel Warren at the University of East Anglia's Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, UK, says she is pleased to see an explicit study of India and Brazil, because too many studies to date have focused on the US or Europe.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/Economy/%20Agriculture/India_may_lose_up_to_17_of_its_farming_income_due_to_climate_change/articleshow/3371195.cms 
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Warnings on floods faulted

MRC bulletins 'not reaching' villagers

By Anucha Charoenpo  

Environmentalists have hit out at the Mekong River Commission (MRC) for allegedly failing to alert people in member countries about flooding. The Thai People's Network on Mekong, the Foundation for Ecological Recovery, the Living River Siam and the Chiang Khong Conservation Group also rejected the commission's claim that the flooding has not been caused by water released from big dams in China. 

Heavy rains have caused serious flooding in the MRC's four member countries of Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand. 

Water from the Mekong river has overflowed its banks and inundated villages and farmland in the four countries, with villagers complaining to non-government organisations that the MRC had failed to warn them about the problem. 

The MRC, an organisation set up to manage the Mekong river, issued a statement on Friday about the ongoing flooding. It claimed the present flood situation was the result of meteorological and hydrological conditions and not caused by water released from dams in China. 

The volume of water stored behind the Chinese dams was far too small to cause flooding downstream, it said. 

The flood being experienced at present is the result of water run-off in the northern part of the Mekong basin following heavy rainfall caused by tropical storm Kammuri. 

The commission said it has monitored the flooding situation and issued warnings via its website and daily bulletins sent by fax to NGOs and the public. 

Pienporn Deetes, a coordinator of the Chiang Mai-based Living River Siam, said she and her colleagues did not understand why the MRC had issued such a statement which was inconsistent with information she had. 

''We can't accept that the MRC, which is representative of the four countries, has given untrue information to help protect China,'' Ms Pienporn said. 

She said the severe flooding had caused serious hardship to people living along the Mekong river in Chiang Saen and Chiang Khong districts of Chiang Rai and in Nong Khai provinces. 

Many affected people never received any warning from the MRC, which should have distributed the information through local officials and NGOs in those provinces. 

''The MRC claimed that it had posted flood warnings on its website. In reality, do villagers use the internet and can they read English warnings? Even our organisations have never received any flood warnings from it,'' she said. 

She called on the MRC to provide the public with actual information about the flooding which was caused by water released from three main dams _ Manwan, Dachaoshan and Jinghong _ in China. 

She claimed that the total storage capacity of the three dams was 16,683 million cubic metres and this was enough to regulate water flow in the northern part of the Mekong river, including a large area in northern Thailand. 

The Manwan dam alone had a storage capacity of 14,560 million cubic metres, while the biggest dam in Thailand, the Bhumibol dam, had a capacity of only 13,462 million cubic metres. 

She said the other two upstream dams in China, Dachaoshan and Jinghong, have storage capacities of 890 million cubic metres and 1,233 million cubic metres, respectively. 

Somkiat Khuaenchiangsa, a coordinator of the Chiang Khong Conservation Group, said the MRC has not disclosed the whole truth about the flooding. 

The commission had avoided providing information about the severe flooding in Chiang Saen, which he said had been caused by natural rainfall as well as water released from the dams. 

He said he was certain that the blasting of Mekong islets to clear the way for Chinese cargo ships was also another cause of heavy flooding. 

The absence of the islets had resulted in the river flowing much faster than normal. 

To prevent future floods, Mr Somkiat proposed that the MRC hold urgent talks

http://www.bangkokpost.com/170808_News/17Aug2008_news01.php 
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Oman

Bahraini team hails environmental efforts

A Bahraini youth and environmental delegation yesterday met officials at the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs. In its meeting with Ali bin Amir al Kayoumi, Director-General of Conservation of Nature, and Mohammed bin Abdullah al Mahrami, Director-General of Environmental Affairs, the delegation was briefed on the ministry’s areas of specialisation and the environmental strategies to preserve biological resources and conserve nature. The delegation was also acquainted with the ministry’s role in enhancing environmental co-operation, regionally and globally. The delegation commended Omani government’s efforts in environmental field.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
UAE

Green clothing now at UAE malls

Dubai: Organic clothes are next on the list for eco-warriors - who after eating organic food, are looking for other ways to live an environmentally-friendly lifestyle.

Luckily organic cotton fibres used in clothing lines are becoming more popular. In the UAE fashion outlets are piling their shelves with T-shirts and jeans made from organically grown cotton so shoppers can opt for an ethical wardrobe.

Stores like Topshop, Marks and Spencers, New Look, Gap and Vera Moda have all introduced various items made with organic cotton, reducing the amount of pesticides seeping into the earth.

Organic cotton is grown using methods and materials that have a low impact on the environment. The production systems replenish and maintain soil fertility, reduce the use of toxic and persistent pesticides and fertilisers, and build biologically diverse agriculture. 



Toxic chemicals
According to the Sustainable Cotton Project based in California cotton cultivation uses approximately 11 per cent of the world's pesticides, though it is grown on just 2.4 per cent of the world's arable land. 

Some of these chemicals are classified as toxic or carcinogenic by the US Environmental Protection Agency. In developing countries, where regulations are less stringent, the negative impacts are more severe.

Natasha Tulsi from Marks and Spencers in the UAE said various lines are available in men's clothing. 

"For women's wear our highly popular basic T-shirts have had their fabrics changed to fair trade cotton," she says.. 

The line first hit the shops here in Autumn 2007. 

"The market in the UAE is fast evolving and customers are becoming conscious of what they buy and the environment they live in. The product offered is also far superior in terms of quality," she says. The organic cotton comes from India and Africa.

The growth of organic cotton has stemmed from customer demand and is estimated to increase rapidly in the future. Despite the fact that only 0.3 per cent of cotton is grown organically now, the World Agricultural Commission predicts that in the next 25 years it will rise to 30 per cent.

At Topshop the organic clothing line is limited and sales of these items are mostly due to the design and style, said Rana Hammoud from Topshop. 

"But many people do not understand what organic really means," she said.

"There is a need for more awareness of organic clothes. It will take a long time to achieve, but it is a good thing that many retailers are making a step in the right direction. At Topshop, we are committed to getting organic clothing onto the high street, it is an ethical and environment-friendly approach."

Anything can be made from organic cotton, from personal care items like sanitary products and make-up removal pads to sheets and towels.

More than one in four women now describe themselves as ethical shoppers when it comes to clothes, say market analysts Mintel.

Recycle Now is a recycling website based in the UK that promotes awareness and techniques on what can be recycled and how - www.recyclenow.com. It helps people learn to differentiate between what can be recycled and what can't. 

Its website provides different sections with tips for people to recycle at home, in the office, in schools and even in the garden.

The website also offers videos that describe both the recycling process and what is the best way to get the most out of a product before it is recycled.

Rapping robot
To encourage children it offers an online "recycling" game, as well as a chance to learn more about what they can do through interacting with a "rapping" recycling robot. 

It compares different areas in the UK to show what is being recycled, and whether it is having an impact. There is a news section, which shows what is being done to increase recycling levels. Recycle Now also provides information on environmental events taking place.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/08/08/17/10237791.html
Dubai IT forum to showcase green ware

Dubai: Going green will be one of the most important factors over the next decade for technology such as televisions, mobile phones, computers or MP3s, experts in information and communication technology (ICT) predict.

Businesses in the region are turning to green alternatives for their products and the change will be one of the major themes at this year's Gitex Technology Week in October. Many companies are now incorporating strategies to reduce waste and energy in a drive to become more sustainable. 

A lot of money and commitment is going into developing new and environmentally sustainable products to combat the problems of climate change, said Hilal Saeed Al Merri, Director-General of the Dubai World Trade Centre and Gitex Technology Week organiser. 

Energy efficient 





"A number of exhibitors will unveil the latest hardware that is energy-efficient and low on non-renewable materials," Al Merri said.

The World Bank states that two per cent of global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions currently come as a result of ICT.

ICT encompasses equipment for broadcasting information like radio and television; and technology for communicating through voice and sound or images like microphones, cameras, loudspeakers and mobile phones as well as the internet.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10237792.html
Dubai firms urged to follow environmental rules

Dubai: Dubai Municipality's Environment Department has asked all companies working in the air conditioning and refrigeration industry to abide by the federal and local regulations concerning gas emission, in order to protect the ozone layer from depletion. 

The department has sent out a circular to all companies in this field urging them to adhere to the UAE Federal Decree 72/2004, and the Environment Department Technical Guideline No. 58 on the prohibition of venting of refrigerant gas. 

The circular issued by Hamdan Al Shair, Director of the Environment Department, asked all companies in this field to correctly dispose all waste refrigerants, which are considered controlled substances.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10237857.html
Qatar

New plant to make energy from waste

QATAR is in the process of building a first-of-its kind waste management facility that will collect refuse and process it into methane that can be used to generate electricity.
The QR7bn facility will qualify for carbon credits under the Kyoto Protocol, according to The Report: Qatar 2008, published by the Oxford Business Group.
The plant is expected to be operational in 2010, though there were reports earlier that it would go onstream by the end of next year.


Keppel Seghers, a subsidiary of Singapore’s Keppel Corp conglomerate has been contracted to build and operate the project.

According to the company, the plant when completed will have the capacity to turn waste into about 55 megawatt (MW) of electricity a year, which is more than enough to run the facility’s operations. The plant could also be connected to the national power grid to absorb excess power, but a decision on that is yet to be taken, the report said.
The plant will adhere to the European Union’s emission standards by capturing toxic fuel gases and fragments of metals before they are emitted into the atmosphere.
The facility near Mesaieed City is expected to absorb a flow of 3,000 tonnes of rubbish per day.

Local rules do not require residents to separate their waste into organic, non-organic or recyclables, so the first step will be to separate the waste, the report said.
Metal, bottles, paper and other recyclables will be salvaged and sold on secondary markets where possible, with profits going to the government.

Organic waste – food or anything biodegradable, including some types of paper, will be contained in an oxygen-free facility and kept at a temperature of about 65 degrees. This is the environment necessary to cultivate the bacteria that can draw methane gas out of the refuse. The gas will then be sent through a waste-to-energy process that will yield about 15MW of electricity.

After the gas has been extracted, the waste will be fully composted and then made into a fertiliser, which is suitable for agriculture or horticulture.
Separately, the plant will process construction waste, which is very significant due to the booming construction activities in the country.
It is expected to handle an average of 5,000 tonnes of construction waste a day. The plan is to separate wood and glass, which are recyclable and crush the rest to be used in road paving, the report said.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=236163&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Reuters" ��Reuters: Olympics-China must build on Games green drive -- U.N.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "chinadaily" ��China Daily: Ban Power base generates winds of changeBy Li Jing (China Daily)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bangkokpost" ��Bangkok Post (Thailand): Golden effort maligned�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dailytimes" ��Daily Times (Pakistan): Yao becomes UN environment campaigner�


� HYPERLINK  \l "India" ��The Times of India: Yao becomes UN environment campaigner�


� HYPERLINK  \l "etravel" ��e-travel Blackboard: Eco-friendly Skyrail to be visited by United Nations�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Daiji" ��DaijiWorld (India): Oman: Cultural Programmes Mark India’s 62nd Independence Day   �


� HYPERLINK  \l "EcoFriendly" ��Eco Friendly: $800 Million Prize for Alternative Energy to Power Africa’s Villages�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ADN" ��ADN Mundo (Argentina): Yao Ming es el primer campeón medioambiental de la historia�


� HYPERLINK  \l "SDP" ��SDP (Mexico) : Países en desarrollo necesitan tiempo para mejorar calidad de aire,afirma funcionario de ONU�
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