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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 11 February 2008


Other Environment News
· UN brings top players together for debate on climate change (IHT)

· Obama says stronger than McCain on climate change (Reuters)
· EU says photos show reality of whaling Reuters (Reuters)
· Africa’s plan to save the elephant (East African Standard)
· Work starts on Gulf 'green city' (BBC)
· Bangladesh Floods: Three Months On (BBC)
· Sea level along coastal China to rise 0.032 meters in 10 years (Xinhua)
· Setback for Darling's 'green fund' initiative (Independent, UK)
· Biofuels might prove worse than CO² (Independent S.A)
· Japan aims for emissions trade with Russia – media (Reuters)
· Japan and China take up issue of toxic dumplings (IHT)
· As Asia food prices bite, analysts warn of worse to come (AFP)
· Europe Looks to Create Cleaner, Quieter Aircraft (Deutsche Welle)
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
· ROWA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 08 February 2008 
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 08 February 2008 (none)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
CNN: All About: Forests and carbon trading
By Rachel Oliver

(CNN) -- Cutting down trees is pretty much one of the worst things you can do when it comes to climate change. Deforestation, by varying accounts, contributes anywhere from 20 percent to 30 percent of all carbon dioxide (C02) emissions -- around 1.6 billion tons.

When you cut down trees you get a double whammy. First of all, they are not called the lungs of the Earth for nothing -- we clearly need trees so that we and other animals can breathe. Trees also are in the front line against pollution, breathing in millions of tons of greenhouse gases a year that they store in their trunks.

According to the United Nations' Environmental Programme (UNEP), trees store a staggering 283 gigatons of carbon in their biomass. When that is combined with the carbon found in the surrounding deadwood and soil, the result is 50 percent more carbon than is currently found in the atmosphere. When those trees are felled or burned -- trees that are comprised of 50 percent carbon -- that carbon is then released into the atmosphere.

According to the Council of Foreign Relations, the 2007 forest fires in the United States -- a relatively minor incident on a global scale -- contributed as much as 6 percent of North America's total greenhouse gas emissions that year.

But burning trees isn't always a phenomena directly controlled by humans. Many believe that global warming is exacerbating the rate of naturally occurring forest fires around the world.

"Natural variation suggests the Amazon should have serious drought-led fires at 400- to 700-year intervals, but today, they are happening every five to 15 years," the Independent recently reported. "It's a vicious cycle: cutting back the forests causes more global warming, which then burns up more forests, which causes more global warming, which burns up the forests even more, and on and on."

There are currently around 10 billion acres of forest in the world, covering 30 percent of the Earth's land area. The world's forest cover is at least one-third less of the size it was before the earliest days of agriculture.

Nations consider 'carbon trading'

According to the U.N.'s Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), around 32 million acres of forests disappear every year, most of it in the tropics. The main reason for forest clearing hasn't changed in 10,000 years. As much as 80 percent of all deforestation is done because of the need to clear land for agriculture. The WWF is now warning that if nothing is done 60 percent of the Amazon rain forest could disappear by 2030.

A recent UK study on the environment, the Stern Report, reached the conclusion that many others are coming to: If the world wants to curb emissions cheaply and quickly then it has to simply stop cutting down so many trees.

One way to do this is to make it more economically viable for the countries hosting these rain forests to preserve them.

Carbon trading was introduced as part of the Kyoto Protocol's goal to reduce certain industrial nations' greenhouse gas emissions to below 1990 levels by 2012. The idea was that countries whose emissions fall under the emissions cap -- the permitted level of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions per year -- could then sell those carbon credits to countries who are not able to meet their own caps.

The caps are supposed to fall over time with the price of the carbon credits, therefore rising due to scarcity levels. Proponents of carbon trading envisage a new global investment market based on emissions trading, where companies and countries have incentives to invest in developing world projects due to the highly coveted carbon credits they receive for doing so.

With regard to forests, the idea is basically they should be worth more than they are. And countries (generally poor ones) who have the rain forests should be compensated for protecting them, particularly when they are under so much economic pressure to open them up to mining companies. Indonesia and Brazil now find themselves in the top four of the world's top polluting nations as a result (around 80 percent of Brazil's greenhouse gas emissions tally comes from deforestation).

The economic argument goes that you make it more financially appealing to countries not to allow their forests to be cut down.

"It's insanity that a single service company, Google, has a market value of $200 billion, while all the services of all of the world's great forests are valued at nothing," Hylton Murray-Philipson, head of Rainforest Concern, recently told the Independent newspaper.

On a per ton of carbon basis, countries such as Indonesia can earn between $1 and $5 to destroy the trees, according to a recent article in the Guardian -- or they can earn around $30 (the market price of carbon credits in Europe at the time the article was written) for protecting them. Equally, a 2006 study on deforestation by the British government said that without action on this issue, each ton emitted could cause $85 of damage to the global economy.

Can interests of both rich, poor be served?

The real concern, however, is that carbon trading only really serves rich nations; the issue being that carbon trading could put the vital resources of the developing world in the hands of nations that can use carbon credits as a way to counter, or delay, reductions of their own greenhouse gas emissions at the same time.

At the U.N. climate change conference held last December in Bali, Indonesia, the World Bank launched its Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF), a fund financed by the UK, Germany, the Netherlands, Australia, Japan, France, Switzerland, Denmark and Finland (with The Nature Conservancy also chipping in).

The $160 million fund, the World Bank says, will be used to "support programs targeting the drivers of deforestation and develop concrete activities to reach out to poor people who depend on forests to improve their livelihoods. It will also help developing countries build the technical, regulatory, and sustainable forestry capacity to reduce emissions from deforestation and degradation."

There has already been some confusion over the exact role the World Bank is trying to play in all of this. The World Bank says it wants to reduce global deforestation by 10 percent by 2010. But its critics claim the World Bank has traditionally been a proponent of deforestation.

There has also been concern over the impact of the forest carbon trading scheme on local forest communities that earn a living from the forests.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) the World Bank is facing opposition from Pygmy groups and local communities which rely on the Congo basin, the world's second-largest virgin rain forest, for their livelihoods, following a leaked report on the Bank's activities there. The report came from the Bank's own inspection panel, and it accused the Bank of encouraging commercial logging practices "based on exaggerated estimates of the export revenue to be reaped," while discouraging sustainable forestry and conservation at the same time, reports the Inter Press Service.

The report has also found that the financial benefits of logging have gone to foreign firms, not local ones. The Pygmy groups and others are asking for these industrial logging practices to stop immediately and are asking for more assessments of the environmental impact of logging. (Logging was actually banned in DRC back in 2002; since then more than 100 new logging contracts have been issued).

Environmental groups have responded to the World Bank's FCPF with extreme caution. A joint statement signed by more than 80 environmental organizations around the world in response to the the program queried its intentions, accusing the Bank of continuing "to undermine its own climate change mitigation efforts by persisting in funding fossil fuel industries on a global scale and enabling deforestation."

They have also sounded their alarm about why the program has been pushed through too quickly with little consultation with affected communities.

Sources: Stabroeck News; Inter Press Service; Green Left Weekly; IHT; U.N. Food and Agricultural Organisation; Guardian; The Ecologist; The World Bank; UN Environment Programme; Forest People's Programme; Friends of the Earth

© 2008 Cable News Network.
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Antara: Business leaders and environmental champions convene in Singapore

Singapore (ANTARA News) - Following a highly successful event in 2007, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Global Compact has announced the second B4E (Business for the Environment) Global Summit to be held in Singapore from 22 to 23 April 2008. 

"If the world is to successfully navigate the Bali Road Map to the crucial climate convention meeting in Copenhagen in 2009, ways and means need to be found to mobilise and focus the trillions of dollars in the world`s financial and capital markets on the greening of the global economy," said Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of UNEP.

"This `greening` is already underway driven by the existing emissions reduction treaty - the Kyoto Protocol - and the anticipation of even deeper cuts from a post-2012 climate regime. I look forward to the B4E conference playing its part in stepping up, accelerating and mainstreaming these real, tangible but currently fledgling transitions. Ones that promise a more resource efficient world and a new way of doing business in the 21st century," he added.

Held over two days, the B4E Global Summit will focus on the global economic and financial impact environmental concerns in the areas of resource efficiencies, renewable energies, new business models and climate strategies. Through high-level discussion, delegates will learn the best practices for identifying and managing the risks posed by climate change, and explore practical solutions that are available today for enterprises to adopt greener corporate practices that make solid business sense and are a source of competitive advantage.

The B4E Global Summit 2008 will feature roundtables and panel discussions with leaders from global companies, governments, non-governmental organisations and civil societies. It is expected to attract 1,000 participants, reflecting growing interest in the event from 2007, which involved about 840 participants from over 20 industry sectors across 38 countries.

"What we are calling for this year is for companies everywhere to take the first step to find a green solution and not wait for government policies and incentives. By galvanising the business community for an on-going dialogue around environmental stewardship, the B4E Summit has the power to make an immediate and significant change in the way we do business," said Georg Kell, Executive Director of the UN Global Compact.

This year`s event is also held in conjunction with the UNEP Champions of the Earth 2008 awards presentation at a gala dinner on 22 April 2008. The laureates of this award have spearheaded outstanding initiatives in many different areas from environmental policy to cutting-edge research, with a particular focus on sustainable development and the fight against climate change.

This year`s laureates, which UNEP announced last week, are Prince Albert II of Monaco; New Zealand`s Prime Minister Helen Clark; US Senator Timothy E. Wirth; Balgis Osman-Elasha, a senior researcher at Sudan?s Higher Council for Environment & Natural Resources; Atiq Rahman, the Executive Director of the Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies; Liz Thompson, the former energy and Environment Minister of Barbados; and Abdul-Qader Ba-Jammal, the Secretary General of the Yemen People`s General Congress.

The B4E Summit is organised by Global Initiatives and supported by Business for Social Responsibility; strategic partner Asia Pacific Resources International Holdings Limited (APRIL); corporate partners The Dow Chemical Company, OSRAM and Siemens; and Singapore government partners Ministry of Environment & Water Resources and the Singapore Tourism Board. (*)

COPYRIGHT © 2008

________________________________________________________________________
UN Centre: Ban Ki-moon urges US business leaders to support 'green' economics

Secretary General receives a gift from Chicago's Mayor, Richard Daley

8 February 2008 – United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has urged hundreds of business leaders gathered in Chicago to help usher in a new era of 'green economics,' where addressing the problem of climate change becomes not a cost but an opportunity for growth.

“As businesspeople, you will appreciate the power of markets and innovation to change the world. In this, the UN is your partner,” said Mr. Ban in an address Thursday evening to the Economic Club of Chicago. 

He stressed that any solution to climate change should involve shaping the world's economic future. “We have experienced several great economic transformations: the industrial revolution, the technology revolution, our modern era of globalization. We're now on the threshold of another – the age of green economics.” 

The Secretary-General cited a report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) estimating that global investment in zero-greenhouse energy will reach $1.9 trillion by 2020. This can serve as “seed money for a wholesale reconfiguration of global industry,” he said. 

“With the right financial incentives and a global framework, we can steer economic growth in a low-carbon direction. This is the bottom-line. Done right, our war against climate change is an economic opportunity, not a cost,” Mr. Ban. 

News Tracker: past stories on this issue

United States: Ban Ki-moon hails Chicago’s efforts to ________________________________________________________________________

Press TV (Iran): Ebtekar slams leadership on environment 

Sun, 10 Feb 2008 03:37:04 


Former VP Massoumeh Ebtekar says Iran has taken effective steps to protect the environment, but deplored global negligence. 

Ebtekar criticized the sclerotic movement in implementing the Tokyo Protocol and international failure to reduce greenhouse gas emission. 

She blamed the world leader's political, economic and cultural vision as the main obstacles which block the enactment of the protocol. 

"The key reason behind conflicts lies in the fissure between science and spirituality; heart and mind, the former environment supremo told the audience at the 2008 Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi. 

She also warned that the world environmental situation would collapse, unless the two factors - heart and mind -- reunite. 

Ebtekar, who was awarded as the 2006 Champion of the Earth by the UNEP, also pointed to the climate change issue and said that Iran had come into the spotlight in international circles because of its performance. 

International experts, mainly from among the developing countries, convene at the New Delhi Sustainable Development Summit every year to discuss environmental and energy issues. 

Chaired by Indian Nobel laureate RK Pachauri, 40 officials from all across the world gathered this year in New Delhi to mark the 25th anniversary of the establishment of India's Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

MRD/HAR

Norway Post: Norway to assist in climate research in Himalayas

The effect of climate change for the countries in the Himalayan region was a central topic during Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg’s one-day visit to Nepal. 
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“In no other part of the world are so many people so dependant on river water from snow and glaciers as in the Himalayas. There is a strong need for more knowledge of the consequences of increased temperatures in the Himalayan region”, the Norwegian Prime Minister says. 

The Himalayas are often described as the world’s ”third pole”. Glaciers are vital resources for freshwater and hydroelectric power, for fisheries, agriculture and transportation. Increasing temperatures have already caused Himalayan glaciers to start diminishing. 

Climate models estimate a further global temperature increase of two to four centigrade by the end of the century. In the worst case this could cause an 81 per cent reduction in Himalayan ices, major changes in water supply and increased danger of floods and droughts. This may affect as many as 1.3 billion people, mainly in India, Bangladesh, China and Pakistan. 

”The melting of snow and ice due to climate change is a common challenge for the ”three poles” of the Arctic region, the Antarctic region and the Himalayas. Cooperation between scientists studying the three poles may contribute to expand this knowledge. This will again give national authorities a better basis for introducing measures to reduce the effects of climate change”, Mr. Stoltenberg says. 

Norway has agreed to provide NOK 25 million in financial support to the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in Nepal. The Centre is facilitating the exchange of knowledge and information between Himalayan countries, in order to improve nature conservation and to adapt to climate change. 

Norway has been supporting the ICIMOD for a number of years, and has this year increased its support by NOK 5 million, to ICIMOD’s work on climate change in the Himalayan region. 

Norwegian scientists have already been studying environmental effects in the Arctic region. Norway will offer financial support for Norwegian research centres CICERO and UNEP/GRID-Arendal to convey their competence and experience to ICIMOD and their partners in the Himalayan region. 

After the Democratic Movement came to power in Nepal in April 2006 Norway’s assistance to the country has seen a considerable increase, from NOK 160 million in 2006 to around NOK 245 million in 2007. A particular increase has taken place in the support for peace and democracy efforts and for the development of clean energy. 

”No foreign participant has had a direct role in Nepal’s peace process. Still, Norway has offered financial support for the Nepalese Government and the UN during the peace process. Nepal also receives support for education and rural development projects. Assistance reaching local people is an important contribution to secure popular support for the peace process”, Prime Minister Stoltenberg says. 

Norway has been supporting the development of hydroelectric power production in Nepal. One of the largest private hydroelectric power plants in the country has Norwegian SN Power as its majority owner. The plant represents more than ten per cent of Nepal’s total power production. 

(Aftenposten/Press release) 
________________________________________________________________________
IPP Media (Tanzania): Need to exploit CDM opportunities available in Tanzania
 
2008-02-10 09:49:55 
By Deodatus Mfugale
As the first phase of the Koyto Protocol draws to the end, many countries both developed and developing are yet to meet its basic requirement, that of reducing emissions. 

Although this requirement is mainly for industrialized countries, the Protocol also provides for developing countries to achieve sustainable development through undertaking Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Projects. 

On the other hand, industrialized countries are also expected to meet their emission reduction targets by partnering with the private sector in developing in countries to implement CDM projects thereby contributing to overall global objective of reversing the global warming trend. 

The current situation shows that both industrialized countries and developing countries have not fully utilized the potentials of CDM as offered by Kyoto Protocol for various reasons. 

Some developing countries like Tanzania have failed to take advantage of the facility for lack of capacity to initiate the projects and get the required certification and thus access funding. 

It is for this reason that in 2007 the UNEP RISOE Centre launched in the country the Capacity Development for the Clean Development Mechanism (CD4CDM) so as to enable the private sector in the country to learn and share experience with the view to participate fully in the implementation of CDM projects in the country. 

The project which is funded by the Dutch Government is being implemented by The Centre for Energy, Environment, Science and Technology (CEEST Foundation) and The Environment Protection and Management Services (EPMS). 

Among other things, the project aims to develop Tanzania`s capacity so that eventually there will be experts in the country who will be capable of analyzing the CDM projects basing on their technical and financial merits and thus convince investors to agree to finance such projects. 

But is there any justification for the capacity building if there are no CDM opportunities in the country? 

Indeed that is a question that any person who has little knowledge of Tanzania would ask. 

Suffice it to say that since Tanzania ratified the Kyoto Protocol it also created an economic opportunity that can be exploited through CDM investments. 

Already Tanzania has developed an inventory for greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions covering the energy, agriculture, industrial processes, waste management, forestry and land use sectors. 

The energy sector in Tanzania covers the non-commercial primary energy sources, mainly wood-fuels, and commercial energy including petroleum, natural gas, hydroelectricity and coal yet the country`s energy supply and end-use structure reflect her low level of development. 

The country has considerable biomass resources in the form of forest and agricultural residues and biomass-based fuel accounts for 92 per cent of the total energy consumption. The rest is mainly petroleum and hydroelectricity. 

These resources present abundant opportunities for investments in CDM projects; there is an economic possibility of converting these resources under CDM activities into electricity and energy for industrial and domestic purposes. 

Coal and natural gas are the other commercial fuels with a high potential, with coal reserves being estimated at about 1,200 million toes, of which 304 million toes may be considered proven. A field of 29.02 million cubic metres of high quality natural gas has also been discovered at Songosongo. 

On the other hand, hydroelectric energy is the most important indigenous source of commercial energy with a potential of 4.7 GW of installed capacity having been developed. 

Solar, wind and geothermal energy which are yet to be exploited present the potential fast-track CDM projects in Tanzania. 

In a bid to promote the exploitation of this potential, the government has made its commitment to fully cooperate with other stakeholders so as to realize sustainable development. 

``We are committed to work closely with partners in developed countries to improve the CDM, through piloting new approaches that will make this market opportunity deliver and contribute significantly towards Tanzania`s investment and development priorities,`` explained Ruth Mollel, Permanent Secretary in the Vice President\'s Office, during the Ministerial Briefing on CDM in Tanzania that was held in Dar es Salaam recently. 

She said that the government with collaboration of the development partners and other developed countries that are parties to the Kyoto Protocol will continue to raise awareness on the CDM issue through the Designated National Authority and other relevant sectors. 

``Since CDM projects are primarily implemented by the private sector and other non-government actors, the government will continue to provide enabling environment for the stimulation of CDM projects,`` she added. 

On his part the Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Tanzania, Karel van Kesteren, said during the briefing that his country has shown increased interest in the CDM issue in Tanzania. 

``One of the activities the Dutch government is financing in Tanzania is the Energizing Development Programme. Dutch entrepreneurs on the other hand are very active in the field of bio fuels�A delegation visited the Netherlands just two weeks ago for extensive discussions with the Dutch government representatives of the private sector to find common ground within the field of Tanzanian initiatives related to bio fuel projects,`` he explained. 

He said that the Netherlands, through its agency SenterNovem, is looking for opportunities to support all sorts of bio fuel programmes in Tanzania, while other entrepreneurs are looking into possibilities of producing bio ethanol from cassava grown in Tanzania. 

Given the importance of sustainable development in the CDM approval process, social considerations and public participation should be an important element of CDM projects. 

Investments in the energy sector are of particular importance to Tanzania because only 6 percent of the population has access to electricity while the rural population is almost entirely dependent on wood for fuel. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that deforestation stands at between 90,000 and 300,000 hectares per annum, 
One purpose of the CDM is to assist developing countries to achieve sustainable development. 

Sustainable is a broad concept that includes environmental sustainability, economic development and social equity. With the available vast opportunities for investment, CDM projects to be undertaken in Tanzania must support the Tanzania Vision 2025 and MKUKUTA 2005 in alleviating poverty among its people. 

· SOURCE: Sunday Observer

Independent (South Africa): Litter turns Pacific into 'plastic soup' 

    February 10 2008 at 04:49PM 

By Kathy Marks and Daniel Howden

A "plastic soup" of waste floating in the Pacific Ocean is growing at an alarming rate and now covers an area twice the size of the continental United States, scientists have said.

The vast expanse of debris - in effect the world's largest rubbish dump - is held in place by swirling underwater currents. This drifting "soup" stretches from about 500 nautical miles (900km) off the Californian coast, across the northern Pacific, past Hawaii and almost as far as Japan.

Charles Moore, an American oceanographer who discovered the Great Pacific Garbage Patch or "trash vortex", believes that about 100 million tons of flotsam are circulating in the region. 

'What goes into the ocean goes into these animals...'

Marcus Eriksen, a research director of the US-based Algalita Marine Research Foundation, which Moore founded, said yesterday: "The original idea that people had was that it was an island of plastic garbage that you could almost walk on. It is not quite like that. It is almost like a plastic soup. It is endless for an area that is maybe twice the size of the United States." 

Curtis Ebbesmeyer, an oceanographer and a leading authority on flotsam, has tracked the build-up of plastics in the seas for more than 15 years and compares the trash vortex to a living entity: "It moves around like a big animal without a leash."

When that animal comes close to land, as it does at the Hawaiian archipelago, the results are dramatic. "The garbage patch barfs, and you get a beach covered with this confetti of plastic," he added.

The "soup" is actually two linked areas, either side of the islands of Hawaii, known as the Western and Eastern Pacific Garbage Patches. About one-fifth of the junk - which includes everything from footballs and kayaks to Lego blocks and bags - is thrown off ships or oil platforms. The rest comes from land.

Moore, a former sailor, came across the sea of waste by chance in 1997, while taking a short cut home from a Los Angeles to Hawaii yacht race. He had steered his craft into the North Pacific gyre - a vortex where the ocean circulates slowly because of little wind and extreme high pressure systems. Usually sailors avoid it.

'...and on to your dinner plate'

He was astonished to find himself surrounded by rubbish, day after day, thousands of kilometres from land. "Every time I came on deck, there was trash floating by," he said in an interview. "How could we have fouled such a huge area? How could this go on for a week?"

Moore, the heir to a family fortune from the oil industry, subsequently sold his business interests and became an environmental activist. He warned this week that, unless consumers cut back on their use of disposable plastics, the plastic stew would double in size over the next decade.

Professor David Karl, an oceanographer at the University of Hawaii, said more research was needed to establish the size and nature of the plastic soup but that there was "no reason to doubt" Algalita's findings. 

"After all, the plastic trash is going somewhere and it is about time we get a full accounting of the distribution of plastic in the marine ecosystem and especially its fate and impact on marine ecosystems."

Karl is co-ordinating an expedition with Algalita in search of the garbage patch later this year and believes the expanse of junk actually represents a new habitat. Historically, rubbish that ends up in oceanic gyres has biodegraded. But modern plastics are so durable that objects half a century old have been found in the North Pacific dump.

"Every little piece of plastic manufactured in the past 50 years that made it into the ocean is still out there somewhere," said Tony Andrady, a chemist with the US-based Research Triangle Institute. 

Moore said that because the sea of rubbish was translucent and lay just below the water's surface, it is not detectable in satellite photographs. "You only see it from the bows of ships," he said.

According to the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), plastic debris causes the deaths of more than a million seabirds and more than 100 000 marine mammals every year. Syringes, cigarette lighters and toothbrushes have been found inside the stomachs of dead seabirds, which mistake them for food. Plastic is believed to constitute 90 percent of all rubbish floating in the oceans. Unep estimated in 2006 that every square mile of ocean contains 46 000 pieces of floating plastic, Eriksen said the slowly rotating mass of rubbish-laden water poses a risk to human health, too. 

Hundreds of millions of tiny plastic pellets, or nurdles - the raw materials for the plastic industry - are lost or spilled every year, working their way into the sea. These pollutants act as chemical sponges attracting man-made chemicals such as hydrocarbons and the pesticide DDT. They then enter the food chain. 

"What goes into the ocean goes into these animals and on to your dinner plate. It's that simple," said Eriksen. - Foreign Service 

MWC News (Canada): Negative CO2 Emissions needed now to Save Planet

Scientist concerns about man-made (anthropogenic) climate change through greenhouse gas pollution led to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) setting up the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 1988.

The IPCC currently involves hundreds of scientists from around the world as authors, contributors and reviewers and issues regular, scientific consensus-based Assessment reports.  .

The first IPCC Assessment Report of 1990 led to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which was opened for signature in the Rio de Janeiro Summit in 1992 (in  force in 1994) that provides the overall global policy framework for addressing the climate change.

The IPCC Second Assessment Report of 1995 provided key assessments for the Kyoto Protocol in 1997 (the major polluters, Australia and the US under both Clinton and Bush, refused to sign but the new Rudd Labor Australian Government recently signed the  Kyoto Protocol as its first act in December 2007).

The Third Assessment Report of 2001 as well as Special and Methodology Reports provided further data for operations under the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol.

The Fourth Assessment Report of 2007 and its Summary Report (see a Summary of the Summary ) made even more dire predictions about global warming,  sea level rises and impact on human populations than its predecessors but listed these under various “scenarios”.

Unfortunately the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report was much too conservative, this being largely date to a “cut-off date” for consensus consideration of the latest data published in the scientific literature – the 2007 IPCC Report was accordingly several years out if date when it was published.

Thus data from 2 independent sources (see: “Recent CO2 rises exceed worst case scenarios”, New Scientist, 2007) reveal that actual rates of carbon dioxide (CO2) emission are the same or worse than in the worst case IPCC scenario A1F1 that, according to the 2007 IPCC Summary, will lead to catastrophic, long-term stabilization at (upper estimates) 790 ppm CO2, and a 6 degree centigrade higher temperature and 3.7 meter sea level rise relative to pre-industrial levels i.e. CO2 catastrophically at twice today’s level of 385 ppm , temperatures 4-5 degrees Centigrade above today’s and sea level 0.8-3.5 metres above today’s.

The latest scientific findings are that the IPCC 2007 Report has greatly under-estimated the rate of melting of Arctic Ice, including that of Greenland - water from melted ice is lubricating and speeding up the movement of glaciers to the sea; the so-called  “albedo flip” involving converting light-reflecting, white ice to light-absorbing, dark sea is dramatically speeding up loss of Arctic sea ice; and the consequent increase in temperature in the Arctic provides a positive feedback to increase sea ice  and Greenland ice sheet melting (for analysis and dramatic images of Arctic ice melting.

The latest scientific findings have dramatically superseded the 2007 IPCC Report warnings of severe problems in the developing world already and dire global consequences in future decades. The time frame has been dramatically reduced. Thus the top US climate scientist Dr James Hansen says that the “tipping point” for the melting of Arctic ice has already been reached at 385 ppm atmospheric CO2 and it is apparent that the present atmospheric CO2 is sufficient to completely remove summer-time Arctic sea ice (some scientists say this may be completely gone by 2013).  However most alarming is the potential instability of large ice sheets, especially those of West Antarctica and Greenland.

According to Dr Hansen, in calling for an immediate moratorium on coal power,

“If disintegration of these ice sheets passes their tipping points, dynamical collapse could proceed out of our control. If it melts completely, West Antarctica alone contains enough water to cause about 20 feet (6 meters) of sea-level rise. There are also tipping points in life systems. Today, as global temperature increases at a rate of about 0.2 degrees Celsius (0.36 degrees Fahrenheit) per decade, isotherms (a line of average temperature) are moving poleward at a rate of about 50-60 kilometers (35 miles) per decade. In response, some species are moving.”

The December 2007 Bali Conference sought to define “CO2 pollution reduction targets” for the world but was effectively wrecked by the world’s worst per capita greenhouse polluters, Australia, Canada and Bush-US. However the science has – again – overtaken the variously dishonest, greedy, corrupt, blinkered and cowardly politicians and the selfish vested interests they serve against the interests of Humanity. 

The Climate Emergency means that the Bali-wrecking Australian, US and Canadian position of “no 2020 targets” is an insult to Humanity demanding immediate retraction.  According to top US climate scientist Dr James Hansen we need “negative CO2 emissions” now to reduce the earth’s atmospheric CO2 from a current dangerous 385 ppm to a sustainable level of about 300-350 ppm, as reported recently by the BBC,

“But Dr Hansen stressed that the point of no return had not been reached - that irreversible change had not taken place. He said that to get the Arctic ice to recover would require a reduction in CO2 concentrations down to about 300 or 350 ppmv. He believed this was possible, and called for greater energy efficiency and corrective pricing of carbon to allow cleaner technologies to compete and take over from fossil fuels.”

The top UK climate scientist Professor James Lovelock FRS predicts acute danger to 6-9 billion people and over 6 billion deaths this century  (see: here ; see also Lovelock, J. (2006), The Revenge of Gaia: Why the Earth is Fighting Back – and How We Can Still Save Humanity (Allen Lane, London)).

Already 16 million people die avoidably each year due to deprivation and deprivation exacerbated disease However a combination of climate change, decreased agricultural yields in  the tropics, peak oil and the US biofuel perversion and competition for global food by India and China have dramatically increased the global grain prices that have doubled in the last year. This is already contributing to global avoidable mortality and raises the spectre of a massive, Third World re-run now of the man-made, “market forces” Bengal famine of 1943-1945 in British-ruled India  (6-7 million perished in Bengal and the neighbouring states of Assam, Orissa and Bihar as the price of rice doubled and then quadrupled under a merciless, racist British administration) (see “Body Count. Global avoidable mortality since 1950” (G.M. Polya, Melbourne, 2007: http://mwcnews.net/content/view/1375/247/ ).

On Saturday February 9, 2008 I attended a Climate Convergence Conference  in Melbourne of about 200 people from a variety of Climate Action Groups, This Climate Conference involved a series of talks from activists, workshops, audience participation  (I wasn’t an official  speaker but got a good response from standing up and telling them all about the mounting Third World Global Avoidable Mortality Holocaust due to rising food prices) and the launch of an excellent, must-read,  Friends of the Earth-sponsored book entitled “Climate Code Red – the Case for a Sustainability Emergency” by David Spratt (from Carbon Equity) and Philip Sutton (Greenleap Strategic Institute). The essence of “Climate Code Red” ( it can be downloaded: http://www.climatecodered.net/ )  is that the World is facing a Climate Emergency and a Sustainability Emergency because we have passed crucial atmospheric CO2 “tipping points”, “Climate Code red” further declares that,  as demanded by Dr James Hansen, we need not “CO2 emissions reduction targets” or   “zero CO2 emissions”  but  NEGATIVE CO2 EMISSIONS to return the Planet to a safe, sustainable 300-350 ppm CO2.

At this Melbourne Climate Convergence meeting various activist groups decided to form a Climate Emergency Coalition to urgently spread the message and to lobby for a Declaration of a State of Emergency in Australia and the World to meet the Sustainability  Emergency. As Dr Hansen has said (see above), we urgently need a lowering of atmospheric CO2 to about 300-350 ppm and a major step nowmust be an immediate moratorium on coal power - we must keep fossil fuels in the ground to save Humanity and the Biosphere.  

Times News Service: Al Busaidi opens global meet on mountains

Sunday, February 10, 2008 10:11:25 PM Oman Time

MUSCAT — An international conference on ‘Mountains of the World-Ecology, Conservation and Sustainable Development’ opened here at Sultan Qaboos University (SQU) yesterday under the auspices of Sayyed Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, minister for environmental and climate affairs.

The conference is organised by Centre for Environmental Studies & Research (Cesar), SQU, in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs, Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management Society, ISESCO, UNEP, Gulf Research Centre and Environment Society of Oman.

During the opening ceremony, Dr Reginald Victor, director, Cesar, delivered the welcome speech. Thereafter Dr Saud bin Nasser Al Riyami, SQU vice- chancellor, addressed the audience.

He stressed the importance of mountains all over the world and the need for sustainable development. He said that SQU is keen to consolidate scientific research in various fields and is equally keen to organise international and national scientific forums in recognition of their importance and integral role in development of the nation and welfare of mankind.

Ali Al Kiyumi of nature conservation and biodiversity, Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs, said the mountains are endangered and are in extinction due to human encroachment all over the world. He revealed that the conference commemorates the completion of a joint strategic research project ‘Al Jabal Al Akhdar Initiative’ funded by His Majesty’s strategic research grant and undertaken by Cesar. Dr Mohammed Said Dayer, ISESCO representative; Dr Ahamed Ghosn, UNEP West Asia representative; Dr Douglas McGuire, mountain partnership coordinator and FAO representative and Dr N. Munawar, AEHMS-Canada, addressed the opening ceremony.

Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi inaugurated the exhibition organised as part of the conference. Bruno Messerli from University of Bern, first plenary speaker of the conference, delivered a lecture on the topic ‘Mountains of the World-Water Towers for the 21st Century’.

Messerli said that overuse of mountain ecosystems would ultimately have negative effects on the environment, especially on water resources.

New research initiatives and new dialogues between science, policy and society are urgently needed to develop adequate strategies for sustainable development, he added.

Hundred internationally reputed scientists and researchers from all over the world are attending the conference, which will conclude on February 14.

________________________________________________________________________

Elmercuriodigital.es: Ban Ki-moon apuesta por una economía verde como solución al cambio climático 

Escrito por El Mercurio Digital     

08-02-2008 a las 14:41:59  

 El Secretario General de la ONU, Ban Ki-moon, afirmó hoy que el mundo se encuentra en vísperas de una nueva era en la que predominará una economía ecológicamente sana. 

En un discurso ante el Club Económico de Chicago, ciudad estadounidense que visita desde ayer, Ban sostuvo que cualquier solución para el cambio climático pasará por el rediseño de la economía futura. “Hemos experimentado grandes transformaciones económicas: la revolución industrial, la revolución tecnológica y la era contemporánea de la globalización. Estamos en la antesala de otro gran momento: la era de la economía verde”, dijo.

En su alocución ante centenares de empresarios locales, el Secretario General citó un informe del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) que estima que la inversión global para eliminar la emisión de gases contaminantes alcanzará casi dos billones en 2020. Añadió que este dinero podría servir como un fondo para el rediseño total de la industria global.

________________________________________________________________________

Elmercuriodigital.es: PNUMA auspicia una reunión medioambiental latinoamericana        

Escrito por El Mercurio Digital     

25-01-2008 a las 12:52:07  

El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) auspiciará una reunión en Santo Domingo en la que participarán ministros a cargo de ese tema. 

 El evento, que comenzará el domingo próximo, se celebra cada dos años. Es la reunión más importante de los gobiernos de la región donde se analizan las políticas medioambientales.

Enrique Leff, coordinador de la Oficina del PNUMA en México, dijo que todos los países latinoamericanos y caribeños, de una manera u otra, han tomado medidas relacionadas con la concepción actual del desarrollo económico y humano.

“Y ahí se llegan a acuerdos sobre una agenda común para avanzar en temas como la transición energética de América Latina, la educación ambiental, la conservación de “los comunes” como se llama, de la biodiversidad, de los temas de legislación ambiental, los instrumentos económicos y otros instrumentos de gestión ambiental. Éstos son algunos de los temas que se tratarán en esa reunión de ministros”, señaló.

Leff añadió que ahora, con más énfasis que nunca, la región se concentrará en el cambio climático.

Recalcó que América Latina no es la región que más contribuye a ese desastre socioambiental. Sin embargo, ante esta crisis, corresponde a todos las naciones, por pequeñas que sean, asumir su responsabilidad y prepararse también para las consecuencias que está teniendo ya el cambio climático.

________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
IHT: UN brings top players together for debate on climate change
11 Feb, 2008, 1040 hrs IST, AGENCIES

UNITED NATIONS: The UN General Assembly is bringing business leaders, activists and government officials together for a debate on climate change starting on Monday to keep up the momentum for a new treaty by 2009 to fight global warming.

The two-day session is a follow-up to the international climate conference in December on the Indonesian resort island of Bali where delegates from nearly 190 nations agreed to adopt a blueprint to control global warming gases before the end of next year.

Michael Bloomberg, New York City's climate-activist mayor who attended the Bali conference, will be the keynote speaker, and special guests include British billionaire Richard Branson, who has decided to invest heavily in “biofuels”, and actress Daryl Hannah. Nearly 100 countries have signed up to speak and 20 are sending ministers, assembly spokesman Janos Tisovszky said on Friday.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who says his No. 1 priority is persuading the world to agree to new controls on global warming gases before the end of 2009, will address Monday's opening session along with General Assembly President Srgjan Kerim.

“The meeting is intended to give support to the Bali road map process,'' Tisovsky said, and to build partnerships between the United Nations, business, nongovernmental organizations, and civic groups.

In key reports last year, a UN network of climate and other scientists warned of severe consequences - from rising seas, droughts, severe weather, species extinction and other effects - without sharp cutbacks in emissions of the industrial, transportation and agricultural gases blamed for global warming.

To avoid the worst, the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change said greenhouse gas emissions should be reduced by 25 percent to 40 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020 - and by at least half by 2050.

The delegates in Bali were charged with launching negotiations to replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012. It requires 36 industrial nations to radically reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2012.

A new agreement needs to be adopted by the end of 2009 to ensure a smooth transition to a new post-Kyoto regime.

Kerim, a Macedonian diplomat who is president of the 192-nation General Assembly, said cutting greenhouse gases alone will not be enough to pull island nations, sub-Saharan Africa and other particularly vulnerable parts of the world back from the brink of irreversible harm.

“Inventing new technologies, renewable energies, investing more in research and development, is also a very viable way and remedy for resolving the problem,” he said.

The two-day debate follows a recent report by the secretary-general which said global warming could cost the world up to $20 trillion (euro13.5 trillion) over two decades for cleaner energy sources and do the most harm to people who can least afford to adapt.

Reuters: Obama says stronger than McCain on climate change
Fri Feb 8, 2008 8:47pm EST

(Adds McCain comment)

By Jeff Mason

SEATTLE, Feb 8 (Reuters) - U.S. presidential hopeful Barack Obama promised on Friday to start working on an international pact to reduce global warming if he becomes the Democratic nominee, touting his plan to reduce U.S. emissions as stronger than that of Republican front-runner John McCain.

Global warming has become a key issue in the race for the White House, with the top candidates in both political parties seeking to put a cap on greenhouse gases blamed for rising global temperatures.

Obama, an Illinois senator who is battling New York Senator Hillary Clinton to become their party's presidential nominee, said he would start developing the U.S. position on a pact to replace the Kyoto Protocol before the general election in November.

"I've been in conversations with former Vice President (Al) Gore repeatedly, and his recommendation, which I think is sound, is that you can't wait until you are sworn into office to get started," Obama told a news conference in Seattle.

"I think we need to start reaching out to other countries ahead of time, not because I'm presumptuous, but because there's such a sense of urgency about this."

Nearly 200 nations, including the United States, agreed at U.N.-led talks in December to launch negotiations on a new pact to fight global warming. But many environmentalists say real progress will only be made once President George W. Bush, who was long a global warming skeptic, leaves office.

Obama said he would not wait until January 2009, when the new president takes office, to get started.

"The moment I secure the nomination, I want to bring together experts in this area to start putting together the U.S. position ... what we're going to be doing internally, what we can agree to with other countries," he said.

"I know that my climate change plan is stronger than John McCain's," Obama said, citing his intention to make industrial polluters pay for the right to emit greenhouse gases.

McCain told reporters on his campaign plane that he had not seen Obama's plan so could not properly judge it.

"The debate is between the carbon tax and cap and trade," he said. "I will do whatever I can to get consensus on cap and trade legislation."

Obama, Clinton, and McCain all support building a so-called "cap and trade" system that would issue big polluters such as oil companies and power producers permits to emit carbon dioxide (CO2), the main gas blamed for global warming.

Under such a system, companies that exceed their CO2 limits must buy more permits to pollute, while those that come in beneath their limits may sell the permits on a market.

Obama said his plan was superior to McCain's because it required companies to buy all of those permits up front -- a process known as auctioning.

"I've been very specific about proposing 100 percent auctioning, which makes an enormous difference in terms of how effective it's going to be," Obama said.

The European Union, which now has the biggest CO2 emissions trading scheme in the world, is changing that system to increase the amount of auctioning required.

(Additional reporting by Andy Sullivan; editing by Stuart Grudgings)

(To read more about the U.S. political campaign, visit Reuters "Tales from the Trail: 2008" online at blogs.reuters.com/trail08/

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: EU says photos show reality of whaling
Fri Feb 8, 2008 2:43pm EST

BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The EU executive repeated a call on Friday for EU members to adopt a unified stance on whaling, saying pictures released by Australia of whales being killed in the Southern Ocean illustrated the reality of Japanese hunting.

In a statement, the European Commission reiterated a plea for Japan to halt a hunt for almost 1,000 minke and fin whales in the Antarctic and for International Whaling Commission (IWC) members to adhere to a 1986 whaling moratorium.

Australia on Thursday released pictures of whales being killed by Japan, fuelling public anger at a hunt Japan says is for scientific purposes.

The photos showed an adult minke whale and her calf being towed up the rear ramp of a Japanese factory processing ship in Antarctic waters. One image showed what appeared to be the young whale's intestine spilling from an explosive harpoon wound.

EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said the images "bring home the reality of whale hunting."

"This shows that more than ever the EU needs to be united in opposing whaling," he said in a statement. "I call on Member States to reach a common position to reinforce the efforts to protect whales."

EU Agriculture Commissioner Joe Borg said whales were protected by the IWC and EU law. "Scientific research must not be used as a cover for continued whaling," he said.

The European Commission has been working to coordinate European efforts to protect whales, but as the European Union is not yet a party to the IWC, it cannot negotiate on behalf of member states.

The Commission has been seeking a common stance ahead of the next IWC meeting in June.

This would be based on support for the current moratorium on commercial whaling, the setting up of whale sanctuaries and encouraging non-lethal methods for collecting scientific data.

Whaling is not allowed in EU waters, but EU neighbors Norway and Iceland are the only nations to allow "commercial" whale hunts, despite the IWC moratorium.

Norway's Fisheries and Coastal Affairs Ministry said on Friday it had set a commercial whaling quota of 1,052 minke whales in 2008, unchanged from last year, drawing criticism from environmental groups.

Last year Norway harpooned 597 minke whales, or 57 percent of its quota, and its kills have remained below quota ceilings since 2001, official figures show.

(Reporting by David Brunnstrom, editing by Mary Gabriel)

________________________________________________________________________

East African Standard: Africa’s plan to save the elephant   
Published on February 11, 2008, 12:00 am

By Philip Mwakio

Seventeen African countries, including Kenya, have signed a document for the establishment of a coalition to save the elephant.

It was also agreed that a global elephant action plan that will fight illegal killing and trade in ivory be implemented.

It also paved way for an elephant conservation fund to be known as the African Elephant Coalition, says Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) Assistant Director for Biodiversity, Research and Planning, Mr Patrick Omondi.

He said Mali, where the meeting was held, was elected chair of the coalition. Kenya is the co-chair.

The member countries are from West, Central and Eastern Africa countries.

"The body will raise funds and seek donor funding that will help States with weak enforcement and anti-poaching abilities," Omondi told The Standard.

Apart from Kenya and Mali, the other African elephant States are Niger, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Guinea Bissau, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Togo, Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Central African Republic, Rwanda, Southern Sudan and Ethiopia.

The Malian Minister for Environment, Mr Agatham Alhassan, supported the accord.

"With limited human and financial resources, we face not only climate change challenges, but also cruel methods poachers use to slaughter elephants and devastate their habitats, which have been considered safe havens in the past," the minister said.

Omondi said the meeting symbolised the formal unification of the nations at the forefront of elephant conservation and anti-ivory trade.

"Representatives have been working closely for many years on such issues, and are now strengthening their presence with this formalisation. This is a meaningful accomplishment for countries with elephant populations," Omondi said.

He further added: "Not only are we taking a stand against the slaughter of endangered elephants, but also joining together to discuss the importance of elephant conservation and management strategies, which are essential in maintaining viable populations, and in effect, promoting tourism."

Omondi said it was significant that countries had agreed to implement decisions made at the 14th Conference of Parties of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) on international ivory trade, particularly the development of an African Elephant Action Plan on conservation.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), facilitated the meeting.

Through the Director of Wildlife and Habitat Programme, Mr Kevin Shields, it commended delegates for their achievements. ________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Work starts on Gulf 'green city' 

Green city planned for the desert

Abu Dhabi has started to build what it says is the world's first zero-carbon, zero-waste car-free city. 

Masdar City will cost $22bn (£11.3bn), take eight years to build and be home to 50,000 people and 1,500 businesses. 

The city will be mostly powered by solar energy and residents will move in travel pods running on magnetic tracks. 

Abu Dhabi has one of the world's biggest per capita carbon footprints and sceptics fear Masdar may be just a fig leaf for the oil-rich Gulf emirate. 

Others fear Masdar City - on the outskirts of Abu Dhabi City - may become a luxury development for the rich. 

The project is supported by global conservation charity, the WWF. 

Less power, less water 

The city will make use of traditional Gulf architecture to create low-energy buildings, with natural air conditioning from wind towers. 

Water will be provided through a solar-powered desalination plant, Masdar says. The city will need a quarter of the power required for a similar sized community, while its water needs will be 60% lower. 

An artist's impression of a Masdar City transport pod

The city forms part of an ambitious plan to develop clean energy technologies. 

In January, the government of Abu Dhabi announced a $15bn five-year initiative to develop clean energy technologies, calling it "the most ambitious sustainability project ever launched by a government". 

As part of the plan, Abu Dhabi will become home to the world's largest hydrogen power plant. 

The money is being channelled through the Masdar Initiative, a company established to develop and commercialise clean energy technologies, and Abu Dhabi hopes it will lead to international joint ventures involving much more money. 

Abu Dhabi will invest $4bn of equity in the project and borrow some of the rest, Masdar said. 

"We are creating an array of financial vehicles to finance the $22bn development," Masdar chief executive officer Sultan al-Jaber told Reuters news agency. 

"We will monetise all carbon emission reductions... Such innovative financing has never been applied to the scale of an entire city."

________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Bangladesh Floods: Three Months On

Bangladeshis were warned that a cyclone was ready to come their way and it did, on the night of the November 15th last year.

Cyclone Sidr struck south east Bangladesh turning millions of lives upside down and killing thousands.

Many survivors were left struggling for basic necessities such as tents, rice, drinking water and medicines.

This special documentary marks three months since that tragic event.

BBC reporter, Siobhann Tighe, missed the cyclone by just a matter of days.

She had been travelling down the main waterways of Bangladesh investigating climate change issues for the BBC World Service.

She was finding out first-hand just how vulnerable this poor country is to extreme weather.

Three months on, she retraces her steps, speaking to some of the survivors and hearing their traumatic stories.

She makes her way down south to the Patuakhali and Barguna districts where she finds out how people are rebuilding their lives and whether the existing cyclone shelters helped in their survival.

As well as speaking to families in the affected region, she also talks to government advisors and climate change experts.

Siobhann finds out if anything can be learned from what happened and what can be done by the government to be better prepared if it were ever to happen again. _______________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: Sea level along coastal China to rise 0.032 meters in 10 years

www.chinaview.cn 2008-02-10 21:25:32 
  
\
    BEIJING, Feb. 10 (Xinhua) -- The sea level along China's coastal areas will rise 0.032 meter in the next decade, according to a report by the State Oceanic Administration.

    The average increase in sea level was about 25 millimeters (0.0025 meters) a year in the past 30 years, slightly higher than the world's average, according to the administration's 2007 Sea Level Bulletin, released early this month.

    China's total sea level rise in the past 30 years was 0.09 meter. Among all the coastal areas, Tianjin saw the fastest speed of sea level rise, with a total increase of 0.196 meter, while Shanghai had a rise of 0.115 meters.

    However, the sea level rise seems to have gained speed in recent years, as climate change intensifies. Meanwhile, coastal areas in both north and south China suffered more often from abnormal temperature rise and oceanic disasters, the Bulletin said.

    "We need to work on plans to deal with sea level rise before it is too late," said Wang Pinxian, an oceanographer with Shanghai Tongji University.

    He said it is less likely that any coastal cities will be submerged by the sea in near future, but China will need to tackle other problems resulting from sea level rise such as the back flow of sea water into underground water.

_______________________________________________________________________
Independent, UK: Setback for Darling's 'green fund' initiative

By Sean O'Grady, Economics Editor, in Tokyo

Monday, 11 February 2008

The Chancellor, Alistair Darling, has failed, so far, in his attempt to persuade all of the G7 group of leading economies to create, in collaboration with the World Bank, a "green fund" for emerging and developing nations to draw upon as their economies advance.

The idea, also backed by the US government and Japan, would, for example, help pay for sustainable energy supplies rather than the use of fossil fuels for power generation. The com-munique of the G7 summit of finance ministers in Tokyo stated merely that they group had "discussed" the idea, and there was no immediate move on the part of France, Germany, Italy or Canada to sign up.

The communique noted that the fund would complement "existing bilateral and multilateral efforts in providing financial support for the deployment of clean technologies in developing countries" and the G7 acknowledged the need to "scale up" investment in developing countries to support them in joining international efforts to deal with climate change.

It is some way short of the commitment sought by Mr Darling, the Japanese fin-ance minister Fukushiro Nukaga and the US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, who said last week: "To be large enough to have a meaningful impact, the fund will require the support of other governments. We ask others to join our effort".

Nonetheless, Mr Darling said he was expecting a "substantial amount" of funding for the scheme, though he was not prepared to be more precise at this stage. He added that during the G7's working lunch and other meetings, some countries were "very interested in what we are doing", and expressed the hope that the World Bank, set up to deal with the problems of the 1940s, could find a new role in helping combat climate change.

Mr Darling's efforts follow Gordon Brown's speech to the World Economic Forum in Davos last month in which he said: "We need a global carbon market and we need a climate change agreement... and we need an institution that is global and can provide funds for developing countries that want to introduce alternative sources of energy. I cannot see why we do not move immediately for the World Bank to become a World Bank for the environment as well as development. We need an institution that is global, that can provide for countries that want to move to alternative sources of energy but who will simply build coal-fired power stations without an institution that is prepared to loan or give grants."

________________________________________________________________________

Independent S.A: Biofuels might prove worse than CO²
    Steve Connor

    February 10 2008 at 04:39PM

Growing crops to make biofuels results in vast volumes of carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere and does nothing to stop climate change or global warming, according to the first thorough scientific audit of a biofuel's carbon budget.

Scientists have produced damning evidence to suggest that biofuels could be one of the biggest environmental con tricks because they actually make global warming worse by adding to the man-made emissions of carbon dioxide that they are supposed to curb.

Two separate studies published in the journal Science show that a range of biofuel crops now being grown to produce "green" alternatives to oil-based fossil fuels release far more carbon dioxide into the air than can be absorbed by the growing plants.

The scientists found that, in the case of some crops, it would take several centuries of growing them to pay off the carbon debt caused by their initial cultivation.

Those environmental costs do not take into account any extra destruction of the environment, for instance the loss of biodiversity caused by clearing tracts of pristine rainforest.

"All the biofuels we use now cause habitat destruction, either directly or indirectly," said Joe Fargioine of the United States Nature Conservancy, who was the lead scientist in one of the studies.

"Global agriculture is already producing food for six billion people. Producing food-based biofuel too will require that still more land be converted to agriculture."

Both studies looked at how much carbon dioxide is released when a piece of land is converted into a biofuel crop. They found that when peat lands in Indonesia are converted into palm-oil plantations, for instance, it would take 423 years to pay off the carbon debt.

The next worse case was when forested land in the Amazon is cut down to convert into soya-bean fields.

The scientists found that it would take 319 years of making biodiesel from soya beans to pay off the carbon debt caused by chopping down the trees in the first place.

Such conversions of land to grow maize and sugarcane for biodiesel, or palm oil and soya beans for bioethanol, release between 17 and 420 times more carbon than the annual savings from replacing fossil fuels, the scientists calculated.

"This research examines the conversion of land for biofuels and asks the question: 'Is it worth it?' And surprisingly the answer is 'no', Fargione said. "These natural areas store a lot of carbon, so converting them to crops results in tons of carbon emitted into the atmosphere."

Jimmie Powell, a member of the scientific team at the US Nature Conservancy, said: "In finding solutions to climate change, we must ensure that the cure is not worse than the disease."

The European Union is already having second thoughts about its policy aimed at stimulating the production of biofuel.

Stavros Dimas, the EU environment commissioner, admitted last month that the EU did not foresee the scale of the environmental problems raised by Europe's target of deriving 10 percent of its transport fuel from plant material.

Professor Stephen Polasky of the University of Minnesota, an author of one of the studies published in Science, said: "We don't have the proper incentives in place because landowners are rewarded for producing palm oil and other products, but not rewarded for carbon management.

"This creates incentives for excessive land clearing and can result in large increases in carbon emissions." - Foreign Service

          o This article was originally published on page 6 of Sunday Independent on February 10, 2008

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Japan aims for emissions trade with Russia - media

Sat Feb 9, 2008 11:53pm EST

TOKYO, Feb 10 (Reuters) - Japan and Russia have agreed to start talks on fighting global warming, including possible greenhouse gas emissions trading that would help Tokyo to meet its goals under the Kyoto Protocol, media said on Sunday.

Japan is the world's fifth-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases blamed for global warming, and while officials have pledged to meet its obligations under the international pact to fight global warming, critics say this may be difficult.

Japanese Foreign Minister Masahiko Komura and Russian First Deputy Premier Sergei Ivanov agreed in a meeting on the sidelines of a Munich conference that the first round of vice-ministerial talks on the issue would be held on Feb. 27 in Tokyo, Japanese officials were quoted by Kyodo news agency as saying.

Separately, the Yomiuri Shimbun daily said the talks aimed at reaching a deal under which Japan would buy surplus emissions quotas from Russia, a key step towards helping Tokyo meet its Kyoto goals.

The trading could take place under several options possible under the Kyoto Protocol, including one in which Japan -- one of the world's most energy-efficient nations -- takes part in work to reduce Russian emissions and then is allowed to count that cut as its own, the Yomiuri added.

Officials at the Environment and Foreign Ministries were not available for comment.

Japan has pledged to cut emissions by 6 percent from 1990 levels over the 2008-2012 period.

A government panel said in December that Japan would be able to reach its goals if additional measures, such as extra voluntary agreements with industries, are carried out.

The United States, China, India and Russia all emit more greenhouse gases than Japan, but of the top five emitting nations, only Japan is under pressure to meet a Kyoto goal. (Reporting by Elaine Lies; Editing by Alex Richardson)

_______________________________________________________________________

IHT: Japan and China take up issue of toxic dumplings

Reuters

TOKYO: Japan and China did not discuss currencies Sunday, but they did talk about China-made toxic dumplings - the latest upset in often-strained relations.

Finance Minister Fukushiro Nukaga of Japan did not bring up currency issues in a bilateral meeting with the Chinese finance minister, Xie Xuren, a Japanese Finance Ministry official said.

The two finance ministers met a day after financial leaders of the Group of 7 encouraged China to allow its yuan currency to appreciate more quickly. The ministers, from the world's richest countries, made the statement after their meeting in Tokyo.

The Japanese and Chinese ministers in charge of the health of the economy - but not food safety - devoted considerable time to talking about some dumplings imported from China that were found to be contaminated with pesticide.

The incident made 10 Japanese people sick and sparked a food scare in Japan, becoming an emotive issue in sensitive relations.

"We must cooperate to investigate the incident and to prevent incidents like this so as not to make it an obstacle to the friendship between the two countries," Nukaga said. And Xie, China's finance minister, "completely agreed," Nukaga said at a press briefing.

Although it is still not clear how the frozen dumplings were contaminated, Japanese media quoted a Chinese food safety official as saying that activists opposed to improving China-Japan relation may have contaminated the dumplings.

According to a Kyodo News survey released Sunday, three-quarters of those polled said they were unwilling to eat Chinese food products.

Relations between the two Asian powers have been strained by a number of issues, including a spat over wartime history and a dispute about gas fields in the East China Sea, although there has been something of a thaw in the past year or so. ________________________________________________________________________

AFP: As Asia food prices bite, analysts warn of worse to come

HONG KONG (AFP) — Rising food prices have hit Asia's poor so hard that many have taken to the streets in protest, but experts see few signs of respite from the growing problem.

An array of factors, from rising food demand and high oil prices to global warming, could make high costs for essentials such as rice, wheat and milk a permanent fixture, they say.

"The indications are in general pointing to high prices," Abdolreza Abbassian, a senior grains analyst at the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation in Rome, told AFP.

The agency's figures show food prices globally soared nearly 40 percent in 2007, helping stoke protests in Myanmar, Pakistan, Indonesia and Malaysia.

Yet Asian economic growth is a key reason why prices rose, said Joachim von Braun, from the International Food Policy Research Institute.

"High growth in per capita income, especially in Asia, is driving demand for food," said von Braun, the Washington-based group's director general.

At the same time, Asia's growth has left many of its poor behind, he added. They spend between 50 and 70 percent of their meagre incomes on food, making price rises especially debilitating.

"There was also a lack of investment in agriculture, particularly in science and technology and in irrigation," von Braun said.

Apart from overall higher food demand, changes in taste favouring meat are said to be pushing up prices, since farmed animals feed heavily on grain.

Drought and bad weather, high oil prices stoking transport costs, spiking biofuel demand and low reserves have also played their part, experts say.

"In Australia, we lost almost a year of wheat due to drought," said Katie Dean, an economist at ANZ Bank in Sydney.

Cold weather caused grain crops to fail in Europe and the United States, while bird flu culls and disease outbreaks hit Asian poultry and meat supply, she added, citing as an example pig diseases in China.

-- Climate change seen cutting grain yields --

Elsewhere, Bangladesh is struggling to feed its poor after a 2007 cyclone destroyed 600 million dollars worth of its rice crop.

The price of rice rose around 70 percent in Bangladesh last year. It now stands at around 50 cents per kilo (2.2 pounds), but many Bangladeshis live on less than a dollar per day.

More recently, unexpected snowstorms swept across rice growing areas in China, where rising food costs have already raised the fear of unrest.

Experts are still wary of pinning the blame for these events explicitly on the impact of global warming.

But a Stanford University study found that climate change could cut South Asian millet, maize and rice production by 10 percent or more by 2030.

Climate change, in particular the drive to cut greenhouse gas emissions from conventional fuels to curb global warming, has also driven demand for biofuels.

The high cost of crude oil, which hit record levels in January, has made biofuel production more commercially viable.

Farmers are switching to growing crops such as corn or jatropha, a weed, to feed the biofuel industry rather than crops destined for the dinner table.

"Ambitious government biofuel targets are leading to pressure on prices and probably to some sort of structural increase overall in trend food prices," said Dean.

Thailand, for instance, now requires that all its diesel fuel includes a component made from palm oil, which is also used for cooking. However, the new regulation has sent palm oil prices soaring, contributing to shortages amid shrinking supplies.

The UN food agency's figures show the amount of US maize used for biofuel has doubled since 2003, and predict European wheat use for ethanol could rise 12-fold by 2016.

-- Increasing food grain output a "long-term fix" --

Such trends have led worried Asian governments to address the rise in food prices following popular unrest.

Indonesia has cut tariffs on soybean imports, a staple food it gets mostly from the United States, and wants to curb its reliance on imports.

Malaysia is to establish a national food stockpile. It recently arrested dozens of activists protesting food price rises.

Vietnam said it would suspend rice exports, and India did so last year, said Duncan Macintosh, Manila-based development director for the International Rice Research Institute.

But while economists expect food supplies to rise somewhat in response to higher prices, Macintosh said others doubted it was that easy.

"Myanmar could increase rice production, Indonesia's got a bit of spare land, but there isn't some huge new area that could kick in quickly," he said.

Urbanisation and industrialisation in Asia were eliminating farmland and soaking up scarce water resources, he added.

Meanwhile, government policies were trying to push people out of subsistence agricultural lives into the industrial sector and urban jobs.

"The key is to increase the productivity per hectare right across Asia," he said. "But that is a very long-term fix."

The prospect of high food prices is a sharp break from the past, when the Green Revolution pushed up output but drove down prices in Asia from the late 1960s.

Financial speculators have even begun betting the price of items like wheat and rice will rise, making the picture still more volatile.

"Even if prices fall," cautioned Abbassian, "the chances they will come down substantially are perhaps not there."

________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Welle: Europe Looks to Create Cleaner, Quieter Aircraft

Airplane flies across an orange sky

Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  The EU and European companies want to make flying climate friendlier

A European join venture hopes to produce the next generation of cleaner, quieter airplanes. The program is seen as necessary to help Europe's aerospace industry compete globally.

The European Union and European aerospace industry have launched a 1.6 billion ($2.3 billion) program to develop aviation technology that would cut down on pollution by 2015.

 Half of the money for the clean sky program will come from the EU's research budget. Individual research projects will be selected in the first two years of the seven-year project.

 "The next generation of airplanes will be out in 12 years," said Marc Ventre, who heads the aerospace propulsion division of French conglomerate Safran. "It's the right time to be looking at the technology."

 Redesigning airplanes

 Airplane flies across a blue skyBildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  The goal is to cut emissions in half

The program will encourage innovations in technologies such as wing design, quieter engines and better fuel consumption. The goal is to reduce carbon dioxide by 50 percent and nitrogen oxide emissions by 80 percent. Ideally, noise will also be reduced by 50 percent, Ventre said.

 Aviation accounts for 4 percent of annual greenhouse gas emissions, which are blamed for global warming, according to the European Commission. Saab's President Ake Svensson said that the program would help reduce flying's carbon footprint and develop more "sustainable aviation."

The partnership currently has 54 aerospace industry members, 15 research centers and 17 universities which plan to collaborate on research and development.

Ventre said he was confident aerospace firms could come up with their 800 million euro obligation to funding the program.

"The commitments are there," Ventre said.

 Intellectual property issues remain

 Environmental activists dressed as polar bears Bildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  Climate change is at the top of the EU agenda

There are still important details that need to be worked out. Clean Sky's executive committee will have to agree on how new technology will be patented and how any revenue would be shared among the partners.

 "The intellectual property rights issues are important for industry," said Svensson, of Saab. "We are investing our own money, so we want to be sure that we can use the technology going forward."

 Saab will allocate 150 million Swedish crowns (15.9 million euros, $23.1 million) to develop a smart wing and green operations where Svensson said the focus is "not only about what you fly but how you fly."  

Clean Sky is also seen as a way for the EU to compete with rivals such as the US, which started its first research and development policy in 2006.

 In the past, the EU's involvement in aerospace financing has brought accusations from the US of unfairness. The European Commission noted that US public investments in the aviation sector were three times greater than in Europe.
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General Environment News
Zimbabwe: WHO Launches Smoke-Free Environment Campaign

The Herald (Harare): The World Health Organization has launched a campaign to promote a smoke-free environment for children as part of commemorations to mark Cancer Day that falls on February 4 annually. In a statement issued in Harare on the commemoration of the World Cancer Day, WHO regional director for Africa Dr Luis Gomes Sambo called on member states to be actively involved in achieving this cause. He said during the campaign dubbed "I love my smoke-free childhood", all member states are expected to screen, diagnose and treat cancer. Dr Sambo also urged them to strengthen the capacity of health personnel to reduce the use of tobacco in homes. "The commemoration of the World Cancer Day affords me the opportunity to call on all member states to raise the awareness of the populations through various methods adapted to local realities in order to foster a change of lifestyles and behaviors with regard to risk factors of cancer and particularly tobacco smoke," Dr Sambo said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200802080085.html
Nigeria: Delta Assembly Sets Up Waste Management Committee

Leadership (Abuja): The Delta State House of Assembly has set up an 11-member committee on waste management charged with the responsibility of proffering solutions to proper refuse management in the state. This was disclosed by the chairman, House Committee on Land, Mrs Omawunmi Udoh, while addressing a stakeholders meeting in Asaba yesterday. The committee chairman decried the incompetence in waste management and called for urgent solutions in addressing the issue of waste which is harmful for the development of the environment and economy as a whole. According to her, "it seems that no one is responsible for waste management at the local government level", which is why the waste management board and the local government council often disagreed on that issue. http://allafrica.com/stories/200802080166.html
Uganda: Car Firm, NEMA Clash Over Land

New Vision (Kampala): A private firm dealing in the importation of used cars is embroiled in a wrangle with the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) over a piece of land carved out of a green belt at Kyambogo, Kampala. While NEMA insists that the land is part of a road reserve used for public utilities like electric pylons, Chatha Investments wants to use the land as an inland port for vehicles. "We shall not do anything that is above the law," said Tariq, an official of Chatha. "We have land covering three acres with a title and want to develop this land." In July 2007, residents complained to NEMA over excavations carried out by Chatha in the green belt along Cornwall Crescent in Lower Kyambogo Estate and Mukabya Road near the Kampala-Jinja highway. Local leaders told The New Vision that the activity was not suitable in a residential area. Upon inspection, NEMA directed the company to stop the excavations, saying it was being done illegally since Chatha had not carried out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). http://allafrica.com/stories/200802080201.html
Cameroon: Cameroon Commemorates Wetlands Day

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Two new Cameroonian sites have been included in the Ramsar list of Wetlands of International Importance. The world wetlands day was celebrated last Monday February 4, in Cameroon. The event took place at the Mvog-Betsi Zoological garden in Yaoundé. Organized by the Ministry of Environment and Nature Protection in collaboration with the World Wide Fund for Nature (W.W.F.), the event brought together partners of the environment sector as well as school children from different schools in Yaoundé. The theme for this year's celebration was "Healthy Wetlands, healthy people". The event was presided over by the Minister of the Environment and Nature Protection, Pierre Hele. The day gives an opportunity for environmental scientists and policy makers to sensitize people in the importance of preserving wetlands in the environment such as mangroves and creeks as a way of protecting the ecosystem and arresting the adverse effects of climate change. Speaking during the occasion, the Minister of the Environment and Nature Protection announced the classification of two sites in Cameroon: the Waza-Logone dam and the Lake Barombi-Mbo in the South West Province as deemed of international importance by Ramsar. This follows the adhesion of Cameroon to the Ramsar convention on January 13, 2006 on the preservation and conservation of wetlands. The Minister said efforts are underway for Cameroon to register more wetland sites in the Ramsar sites. Also this year the Cameroon section of the river Sanaga has also been classified in the Ramsar site. Wetlands play an important role in human life because of their diverse values. http://allafrica.com/stories/200802080461.html
Sierra Leone: Minister Warns Against Illegal Mining, Logging

Concord Times (Freetown): Resident minister east Honorable William Juana Smith Wednesday warned people of Nomo Faama chiefdom in the Kenema district to deviate from illegal mining and logging because the acts will destroy the habitat of wildlife conservation. The minister was addressing elders and traditional authorities on the importance of the Gola forest programme and its benefits to the host communities, when he disclosed that it illicit mining and logging was punishable by law. He said government was seriously concerned over the misuse of the reserve forest by certain individuals for selfish reasons. http://allafrica.com/stories/200802081068.html
Liberia: FDA Stalling Logging Operations

The Analyst (Monrovia): Protracted delay in submitting the draft community forestry law for enactment by the National Legislature is likely to stall the operations of logging companies and make it impossible for the exportation of logs to begin March this year. Pres. Johnson. Sirleaf in her State of the nation address set March for the first shipment of logs from Liberia, since a United Nations Resolution lifted the ban on timber in 2007. Delay by the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is causing frustration among rural dwellers that see logging as the only hope for employment and the provision of basic social services including health care, education and the construction of farm to market roads. http://allafrica.com/stories/200802080968.html
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Bahrain

BSPCA police force?

The focus should shift from human rights in Bahrain to animal rights first. 

I had a Yorkshire terrier that was stolen a few years ago from my neighbourhood. I pity animals in this region, including dogs, horses and donkeys. 

How do you expect to improve living conditions without considering animal and environmental issues? 

I wonder if the police are taking any action to find the persons responsible for stealing animals, abusing animals, and those who are selling them on the black market. 

It wouldn't be very difficult to crack down on the black market. Such people can easily be caught because those who are selling the animals are the ones who have either stolen the pets or bought them from someone who did. 

Why don't terrorists target animal abusers and why don't those waging a 'War on terrorism' target animal abusers too? Wouldn't that be a better strategy towards peace? 

In some countries people are arrested by a special police force dedicated to animals.

Perhaps the BSPCA should be allowed to form its own police force via fundraising.

This police force would be allowed to make surprise visits to stables and pet stores to carry out inspections regarding the health and living standards of animals.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=208349&Sn=LETT&IssueID=30328
Oman

Omran and Environment Society launch joint recycling programme

First-of-its-kind recycling initiative to target 14 schools

MUSCAT — Omran has partnered with the Environment Society of Oman (ESO) to launch the first of its kind recycling programme in the Sultanate. Twenty recycling bins will be placed in 14 international and private schools in Muscat with an estimated number of 13,000 students participating in the initiative. In recent years, recycling has gain great impetus in regional and international communities due to its proven results of preserving forests, conserving resources and reducing pollution and solid waste.

Rigorous scientific research also supports the benefits of recycled paper where government agencies, environmental groups, and other large purchasers across the world have adopted policies mandating its use. On the occasion, Tim Redman, Chief Operating Officer of Omran said: “Tourism and the environment are closely interlinked and we are proud to be working with ESO to increase awareness on the importance of recycling to facilitate the transfer of knowledge for sustainable development.”

He added, “When we recycle, we are taking a step away from ourselves and begin to think about our community, country and the Earth as a whole, taking a proactive step to preserving the environment for future generations.” Nida Helou, Manager of ESO, stated, “We must not underestimate the impact each individual has on making a difference and with this program, we hope to foster a new generation that is empowered with the knowledge and passion to save the environment by integrating simple recycling behaviours in their daily lives.”

Helou went on to say that with the overwhelming response received to date, the programme will undoubtedly grow further to include new schools across the Sultanate and expand to other recyclable materials such as plastic and glass. Established as a fully government-owned company, Omran is spearheading efforts to further expand the tourism industry in Oman through the development of more than 10 resort-style projects in excess of $5 billion, which are expected to be completed within the coming five years.

In addition to promoting Oman as a unique Middle East destination, the Company is deeply committed to sustainable tourism whilst preserving the environment and natural sanctuaries in the Sultanate. The Environment Society of Oman (ESO) was officially established on March 24, 2004. ESO is the only environmental NGO in Oman. Its mission is to conserve the natural and human environments of the Sultanate of Oman through the enhancement of environmental knowledge and promotion of sustainable consumption and production practices at the community, business and decision-making levels.

http://www.omanobserver.com/

  Syria

Abu Dhabi, the world’s first zero-carbon and zero-waste. “Arabic”
http://www.sana.sy/ara/8/2008/02/10/160259.htm
===============================================================

                                                               

ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

UN DAILY NEWS

08 February 2008
Ban Ki-moon urges US business leaders to support ‘green’ economics

8 February - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has urged hundreds of business leaders gathered in Chicago to help usher in a new era of ‘green economics,’ where addressing the problem of climate change becomes not a cost but an opportunity for growth.

“As businesspeople, you will appreciate the power of markets and innovation to change the world. In this, the UN is your partner,” said Mr. Ban in an address Thursday evening to the Economic Club of Chicago.

He stressed that any solution to climate change should involve shaping the world’s economic future. “We have experienced several great economic transformations: the industrial revolution, the technology revolution, our modern era of globalization. We’re now on the threshold of another – the age of green economics.”

The Secretary-General cited a report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) estimating that global investment in zero greenhouse energy will reach $1.9 trillion by 2020. This can serve as “seed money for a wholesale reconfiguration of global industry,” he said.

“With the right financial incentives and a global framework, we can steer economic growth in a low-carbon direction. This is the bottom-line. Done right, our war against climate change is an economic opportunity, not a cost,” Mr. Ban.

===============================================================

ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

S.G’s SPOKESMAN DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

08 February 2008
**Climate Change

On Monday, the General Assembly will begin an informal thematic debate on climate change.  This debate is convened by the President of the General Assembly, President Srgjan Kerim, and the theme is “Addressing Climate change:  the United Nations and the World at Work”.

The meeting is intended to give support to the Bali road map process and also stimulate the UN system to create synergies and create institutional support for that roadmap negotiation process.  The focus will be on triggering partnerships and creating a strategic approach to climate change.

The idea, especially on the first day, is to bring in various stakeholders.  That would include participation from business, NGOs, media, regional organizations, civil society in one panel.  And there will be another panel also on that same day, which would be made up of UN system actors.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





All About: Forests and carbon trading (CNN)


Business leaders and environmental champions convene in Singapore (Antara)


Ban Ki-moon urges US business leaders to support 'green' economics (UN Centre)


Ebtekar slams leadership on environment (Press TV (Iran)


Norway to assist in climate research in Himalayas (Norway Post)


Need to exploit CDM opportunities available in Tanzania (IPP Media (Tanzania)


Litter turns Pacific into 'plastic soup' (Independent (South Africa)


Negative CO2 Emissions needed now to Save Planet (MWC News (Canada)


Times News Service: Al Busaidi opens global meet on mountains


Ban Ki-moon apuesta por una economía verde como solución al cambio  climático (Elmercuriodigital.es)


PNUMA auspicia una reunión medioambiental latinoamericana    (Elmercuriodigital.es)























