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By MIKE McINTIRE


Other Environment News
· EU governments start tough climate change talks (Guardian)
· EU nations sound objections to climate change plan (AFP)
· EU countries fail to agree on split of energy giants (Xinhua)
· EU divided over splitting energy groups: Slovenia (Forbes)
· Automakers to stick to position on CO2 emissions (Reuters)
· Japan arranging climate change summit: official (AFP)
· A great brew of good, positive action (Telegraph)

· The wind of change (Telegraph)

· Developing Countries Get Help to Cope with Climate Change (Environment News Service)
· No impact from Energy Saving Day (BBC)
· Ag ministers meet to talk climate change, trade and drought (ABC)
· Livestock to save growers' bacon (The Age)
· Climate change: Polar bears versus people (Reuters)
· First edition of Encyclopedia of Life goes online (AFP)
· New Proposal for Canada Lynx Habitat (AP)
· Experto advierte sobre desastres por cambio climático en el Caribe (Prensa Latina)
· El cambio climático desata una lucha por los recursos energéticos del Ártico (La Vanguardia.es)
· Réunion des pays membres de l’UE pour un plan commun (Canoë )
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROAP

· RONA

· ROLAC

Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 28 February 2008 (none)
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 28 February 2008 (none)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Scoop News: Two Top Posts Soon Vacant At The United Nations

Friday, 29 February 2008, 9:26 am

Scoop News: Two top positions at the United Nations will be vacant by the end of June this year, opening a new diplomatic war within the Membership to fill them. According to separate reports, both leaders at the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) are leaving this coming summer.

As reported by UN Forum, Under-Secretary-General Jean-Marie Guehenno, the Frenchman at the helm of peacekeeping operations at the Secretariat in New York, is rumored to retire from the UN after overseeing for the past seven years one of the largest and more strategic areas of UN activity. 

Guehenno was appointed by former Secretary-General Kofi Annan in October 2000, taking over from his compatriot Bernard Miyet. He was re-confirmed to the post by Annan’s successor, South Korea’s Ban Ki-moon, in January 2007.

“The question is whether another Frenchman will replace him or would the post be open for an announced competition like the new one proposed on Peacekeeping reform,” UN Forum reports. “The post had been offered to France by former Secretary-General Kofi Annan in return for lifting the veto in the Security Council on his election.”

A rumored candidate for DPKO, a French stronghold, is French Minister of Foreign Affairs Bernard Kouchner. “Diplomatic corridor talk in Paris circles around Dr. Bernard Kouchner,” UN Forum reports. “The hyperactive co-founder of Medecins Sans Frontiers is likely to leave his post end March, after French Municipal elections.”

Dr. Kouchner served under the U.N. flag in Kosovo as Special Representative of the Secretary-General between 1999 and 2000. In 2005 and 2006, he was a candidate for two key UN posts, High Commissioner for Refugees and Director-General of the World Health Organization.

During Guehenno’s leadership, DPKO has been shaken by inquiries and controversies, from sexual abuse by the Blue Helmets in peacekeeping missions to – very recently – the award of a large no-bid contract to a Lockheed subsidiary.

A second post at the Under-Secretary-General level, will reportedly be vacated at the end of June. According to Reuters, Louise Arbour has notified Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon of her intention not to seek a second term as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. Her mandate expires on June 30.

"She has been thinking about it for a long time and she has decided against continuing for another term," Reuters reports, citing one source close to the UN, who declined to be identified. 

Arbour, a Canadian national, was appointed by Kofi Annan in 2004, one year after the death in Baghdad of the post holder, Sergio Vieira de Mello. Earlier in 1996, she was appointed by the Security Council of the United Nations as Chief Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda. After three years as Prosecutor and before heading to Geneva’s OHCHR, she was appointed to the Supreme Court of Canada.

The selection process for such high posts is usually very secretive, even if both Annan and Ban have tried to make it more transparent. Governments will be lobbying hard on the Secretary-General, as both positions have a very high-visibility in terms of politics and public opinion. 

It is unclear whether New Zealand will express interest for either post. In the recent past, the country has unsuccessfully tried to run for the top posts at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The country made the short-list only for the latter, with the candidature of former Environment Minister Simon Upton.

At present, no New Zealanders are holding a post at the Under-Secretary-General level. Two are appointed at the Assistant Secretary-General level: Jan Beagle, currently Deputy Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva, and Ross Mountain, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Another New Zealand national, David Shearer, was appointed in 2007 as Deputy Special Representative for Humanitarian, Reconstruction and Development in Iraq, also acting as UN Resident Coordinator, as well as the Humanitarian Coordinator, in Iraq.

In 2006, the United Nations appointed Sir Kenneth Keith as a member of the UN International Court of Justice, the first New Zealander ever to be elected to the Court. 

Another Kiwi, Major-General Clive Lilley, was replaced last year as Chief of Staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization in Palestine by an Australian, Major General Ian Campbell Gordon. ________________________________________________________________________
EP online: CN Net to Federate Zero-Emission Communities

February 28, 2008

Four countries, four cities, and five corporations have become the pioneering founders of a new initiative to address climate change and the urgent need to de-carbonize the global economy.

The participants are the first to join the Climate Neutral Network (CN Net), launched Feb. 21 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in cooperation with the UN's Environment Management Group, as one inspiring solution to the challenge of rising greenhouse gases.

The Network, a Web-based project, is seeking to federate the small but growing wave of nations, local authorities, and companies that are pledging to significantly reduce emissions en route to zero emission economies, communities, and businesses.

Over the coming months, intergovernmental bodies, organizations, civil society groups and eventually individuals will be invited to take part.

The aim is a truly global information exchange network open to all sectors of society from presidents, prime ministers, and princes to people from Pittsburgh and Sao Paulo to Poznan and Apia.

Achim Steiner, UN under-secretary general and UNEP executive director, said, "Climate neutrality is an idea whose time has come, driven by the urgent need to address climate change but also the abundant economic opportunities emerging for those willing to embrace a transition to a Green Economy.

"This new initiative supports the formal negotiations under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Here governments need to navigate the Bali Road Map to a successful conclusion in Copenhagen in 2009. The CN Net can assist in building confidence through demonstrable action at the national and local level on the art of the possible," he said.

"The CN Net is also in for the long haul and equally aimed at mobilizing a broad-based response demonstrating that a transition to a low, even zero carbon future, can be a reality if inspiring and practical actions can be federated around the world," said Steiner.

The first four countries to partner are Costa Rica, Iceland, New Zealand, and Norway. They, along with the initial cities and companies, represent a diversity of challenges and opportunities that have the potential to be replicated by others in whole or in part.

"For Norway, it is emissions from oil and gas that dominate, whereas for New Zealand, agriculture represents 50 percent of its current greenhouse gases," said Steiner.

"Iceland's central challenge is perhaps transport and industry including fishing and fish processing. I am especially delighted that Costa Rica is at the forefront of the initiative. Its commitment demonstrates that the economic benefits of reducing dependency on fossil fuels and action on deforestation and degradation are of central interest to developing and developed countries alike," he said.

The cities that have joined the CN Net are Arendal, Norway; Rizhao, China; Vancouver, Canada and Växjö, Sweden.

The five companies that have joined the CN Net  are Co-Operative Financial Services, United Kingdom; Interface Inc., United States; Natura, Brazil; Nedbank, South Africa; and Senoko Power, Singapore.

"UNEP's launch of the climate neutral network is an excellent step to raise public awareness on climate change mitigation. Through this platform, the public, organizations, and people sectors will be able to share solutions and strategies to combat climate change. As a power generation company, we at Senoko Power are honored to be a part of this global initiative," said Roy Adair, president and chief executive office of Senoko Power Ltd.

The aims and objectives of the Climate Neutral Network, the pledges and strategies of the participants and details on how to join are at www.unep.org/climateneutral. ________________________________________________________________________
EP Online: UN Yearbook Uncovers Emerging Green Economy

February 28, 2008 

The latest United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Year Book offers a glimpse of an emerging Green Economy as growing numbers of companies embrace environmental policies and investors pump hundreds of billions of dollars into cleaner and renewable energies.

Climate change, as documented in the Year Book, is increasingly changing the global environment from the melting of permafrost and glaciers to extreme weather events.

But it is also beginning to change the mind-sets, policies, and actions of corporate heads, financiers, and entrepreneurs as well as leaders of organized labor, governments, and the United Nations itself.

Increasingly, combating climate change is being perceived as an opportunity rather than a burden and a path to a new kind of prosperity as opposed to a brake on profits and employment, the new report shows.

The UNEP Year Book 2008 says the emerging green economy is driving invention, innovation, and the imagination of engineers on a scale perhaps not witnessed since the industrial revolution of more than two centuries ago.

It includes the growing interest in novel "geo-engineering" projects such as giant carbon dioxide collectors that absorb greenhouse gases from the air rather like trees do during photosynthesis.

"Based on technology used in fish tank filters and developed by scientists from Colombia University's Earth Institute, this method called 'air capture' can collect the CO2 at the location of the ideal geological deposits for storage," says the report.

Meanwhile scientists in Iceland and elsewhere are looking at injecting CO2 into that country's abundant basalt rocks, where it is claimed the pollutant reacts to form inert limestone.

Similar "sequestration rocks" exist in geological formations across much of the world and may provide a safe and long term disposal option for the main greenhouse gas emissions.

Elsewhere, scientists are helping to unravel both the uncertainties and the opportunities posed by the enormous quantities of methane trapped in the sea bed and in arctic permafrost.

As a greenhouse gas methane is 25 times more potent than CO2 so the possibility of dramatic increases in methane emissions from these deposits is a global warming wildcard -- a growing source of concern. At the same time, methane hydrates are a potentially large stockpile of clean-burning fuel, if ways can be found of mining them safely and economically.

Despite a great deal of activity and action, formidable challenges remain if all these fledgling transformations are to be sustained and embedded in the global economy over the coming years and decades.

Barriers include subsidies that favor fossil fuels over cleaner energies; tariff and trade regimes that make cleaner technologies more expensive, and the risk-averse lending patterns of banks and other financial institutions when it comes to solar and wind power loans for poorer communities, the new report says.

Achim Steiner, UN under-secretary general and UNEP executive director, said, "Hundreds of billions of dollars are now flowing into renewable and clean energy technologies and trillions more dollars are waiting in the wings looking to governments for a new and decisive climate regime post 2012 alongside the creative market mechanisms necessary to achieve this.

"Formidable hurdles remain as to whether these funds will ultimately seek out new, climate-friendly investments for the future or whether they will seek the lowest common denominator by flowing into the polluting technologies of the past," he said.

"However, I am optimistic that we can shift gears to a Green Economy. If humans can go to the moon; submarines sent under the Arctic; liver and heart transplants perfected; the mysteries of the human genome deciphered and tiny nano-machines designed then managing a transition to a low carbon society must be within humanity's grasp and intellect," he added.

The UNEP Year Book 2008 can be found at www.unep.org. ________________________________________________________________________
Washington Post: D.C. Correspondent Maria Elena Matheus-Atchley

Thursday, February 28, 2008; Page B07 

Maria Elena Matheus-Atchley, 61, who had been a Washington correspondent since 2000 for the Venezuelan daily newspaper El Universal, died Feb. 2 at Casey House hospice in Rockville. She had breast cancer. 

Mrs. Matheus-Atchley was a journalist and did public affairs and communications work in Washington, Latin America and Africa while traveling with her husband, a U.S. Foreign Service officer. 

She was born in El Tocuyo, Venezuela, and received the equivalent of a master's degree in journalism and public relations from the Universidad Central de Venezuela in 1973. She did postgraduate work in audiovisual educational media at the University of London in 1980. 

Mrs. Matheus-Atchley founded two magazines as a student in Caracas, Venezuela, and from 1974 to 1978 was editor of Kena, a woman's magazine there. 

She spent much of the subsequent decade working in advertising and public affairs for organizations as varied as the Symphonic Orchestra of Venezuela and the Venezuelan Military Industries Co. (Cavim). 

Mrs. Matheus-Atchley organized private-sector support for the orchestra and created concerts in the Caracas subway system. 

She wrote and edited a two-volume encyclopedia of sports and indigenous games sponsored by Cavim for the 1983 Pan American Games in Caracas. 

In El Salvador in the late 1980s, Mrs. Matheus-Atchley oversaw a public education campaign to rebuild and maintain schools damaged in the country's ongoing civil war. 

During this period, she interviewed government and guerrilla leaders for Analisis, an academic review Mrs. Matheus-Atchley helped start that focused on Central American politics and current events. 

Starting in 1989, she spent several years as a public affairs and communications consultant for the U.N. Environment Program in Nairobi. She later did similar work for UNEP in Mexico City and was communications director for the U.S. office of IUCN, the World Conservation Union. 

Mrs. Matheus-Atchley settled in the Washington area in 1998 and spent two years as external affairs officer for the World Bank on environmental and sustainable development concerns. 

Her memberships included St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Derwood, near her home in Rockville, and the Foreign Correspondents' Association in Washington. Mrs. Matheus-Atchley also participated in cancer fundraising walks. 

She recently self-published a novel, "Jet Lag Club," about two women with the United Nations. 

Survivors include her husband of 24 years, John K. Atchley of Rockville; four stepchildren, Dana Atchley of New York, Garth Atchley of Jersey City, Derek Atchley of Columbus, Ohio, and Jennifer Lloyd of Garden City, N.Y.; three brothers; three sisters; and five grandchildren. ________________________________________________________________________
The National Post: Kokoda Track an area for carbon trading

KOKODA Track could be one of the areas for carbon trading pilot projects, Minister for Conservation and Environment Benny Allan said yesterday.

He said the National Executive Council will set up the climate change office within his department to deal with all issues on carbon trading.

Mr Allen said this after returning from the consultative group on environment ministers meeting in Monaco, France, from Feb18-22.

The minister was accompanied by Kevin Conrad, Papua New Guinea (PNG) special envoy and ambassador on environment and climate change to the United Nations and a senior technical officer from the department.

He said apart from the main meeting, the PNG team also followed up with bilateral discussions with Norway, Netherlands, Indonesia, UK and UNEP.

He said all the countries had shown interest in assisting PNG and their delegations would visit the country next month with Norway in May and Indonesian president in June.

Mr Allen said this followed up talks at Bali meeting and Norway had indicated its assistance with US$2.8 million to help developing countries with forest management.

He said other countries too had planned to assist.

“But the climate change office would have to be set up to coordinate funds,” he said.

Mr Allan said the first task was to identify areas for pilot projects like carbon trading.

“Kokoda Track has plans for its conservation in the course of which the officers would take forest data to seek assistance from developing countries,” Mr Allan said.

Under carbon trading, logging would be discouraged and developing countries would compensate for the loss in logging revenue.

________________________________________________________________________

African Science News: Renewable energy use rises

Written by Raymond Gichuki   

Thursday, 28 February 2008

The renewable energy industry is stepping up its meteoric rise into the mainstream of the energy sector, according to the Renewable Energy Network (REN21)’s Renewables 2007 Global Status Report.

Renewable energy production capacities are growing rapidly as a result of more countries enacting far-reaching policies.

 Prepared by the Renewable Energy Network for the 21st Century (REN21 in collaboration with the Worldwatch Institute, the Renewables 2007 Global Status Report paints an encouraging picture of rapidly expanding renewable energy markets, policies, industries, and rural applications around the world.

In 2007, global wind generating capacity is estimated to have increased 28 percent, while grid-connected solar photovoltaic (PV) capacity rose 52 percent.

"So much has happened in the renewable energy sector during the past five years that the perceptions of some politicians and energy-sector analysts lag far behind the reality of where the renewables industry is today," says Mohamed El-Ashry, Chair of REN21.

 Renowned researcher Dr. Eric Martinot led an international team of 140 researchers and contributors from both developed and developing countries to produce the report.

He says renewable energy sources such as wind, solar, geothermal, and small-scale hydropower offer countries the means to improve their energy security and spur economic development.

 Citing the report, Martinot says the renewable energy sector now accounts for 2.4 million jobs globally, and has doubled electric generating capacity since 2004, to 240 gigawatts.

 More than 65 countries now have national goals for accelerating the use of renewable energy and are enacting far-reaching policies to meet those goals. Multilateral agencies and private investors alike are integrating renewable energy into their mainstream portfolios, capturing the interest of the largest global companies.

Worldwatch President Chris Flavin says the report shows that renewable energy is poised to make a significant contribution to meeting energy needs and reducing the growth in carbon dioxide emissions in the years immediately ahead.

 "The science is telling us we need to substantially reduce emissions now, but this will only happen with even stronger policies to accelerate the growth of clean energy," he says.

El-Ashry emphasizes that many of the trends described in the Renewables 2007 Global Status Report are the result of leadership and actions launched since the major renewable energy conference held in Bonn, Germany, in 2004.

 "This leadership has never been more important, as renewable energy has now reached the top of the international policy agenda under the United Nations and the G8," said El-Ashry.

 Commenting on the dramatic rise of renewables, Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said: "The findings come in the wake of UNEP's annual gathering of environment ministers in Monaco last week. It is clear from ministers in Monaco and from reports like REN21 that we are beginning to see elements of an emerging Green Economy, fueled by the existing climate change agreements and the prospect of even deeper and more decisive emissions reductions post 2012."

 The Renewables 2007 Global Status Report is being released ahead of the Washington International Renewable Energy Conference (WIREC), taking place March 4?6 in Washington, D.C. WIREC will be the third such international conference following those in Bonn in 2004 and Beijing in 2005.

 Renewable electricity generation capacity reached an estimated 240 gigawatts (GW) worldwide in 2007, an increase of 50 percent over 2004.

 Renewable energy represents 5 percent of global power capacity and 3.4 percent of global power generation. New renewable energy (not counting large hydropower) generated as much electric power worldwide in 2006 as one-quarter of the world's nuclear power plants. Large hydropower itself accounted for 15 percent of global power generation.

 The largest component of the renewable power capacity increase was wind power, which grew again by over 25 percent worldwide in 2007, to reach an estimated 95 GW.

 While the fastest growing energy technology in the world is grid-connected solar photovoltaics (PV), with 50 percent annual increases in cumulative installed capacity in both 2006 and 2007, to an estimated 7.7 GW.

This translates into 1.5 million homes with rooftop solar PV feeding into the grid worldwide. Another estimated 2.7 GW of stand-alone systems brings global PV capacity to over 10 GW.

 Rooftop solar heat collectors provide hot water to nearly 50 million households worldwide, and space heating to a growing number of homes. Existing solar hot water/heating capacity increased by 19 percent in 2006 to reach 105 gigawatts-thermal globally.

 Biomass and geothermal energy are commonly used for both power and heating, with recent increases in a number of countries, including uses for district heating. More than 2 million ground-source heat pumps are used in 30 countries for heating and cooling of buildings.

 Production of biofuels (ethanol and biodiesel) exceeded an estimated 53 billion liters in 2007, up 43 percent from 2005.

Ethanol production in 2007 represented about four percent of the 1,300 billion liters of gasoline consumed globally. Annual biodiesel production increased by more than 50 percent in 2006.

Renewable energy, especially small hydropower, biomass, and solar PV, provides electricity, heat, motive power, and water pumping for tens of millions of people in rural areas of developing countries, serving agriculture, small industry, homes, schools, and community needs.

 Twenty-five million households cook and light their homes with biogas, and 2.5 million households use solar lighting systems.

 Developing countries as a group have more than 40 percent of existing renewable power capacity, more than 70 percent of existing solar hot water capacity, and 45 percent of biofuel production. Investment reached an estimated $71 billion in new renewable power, fuel, and heat production assets worldwide in 2007 (excluding large hydropower), of which 47 percent was for wind power and 30 percent was for solar PV. Investment in large hydropower represented an additional $15?20 billion.

 Investment flows became more diversified and mainstreamed during 2006/2007, including those from major commercial and investment banks, venture capital and private equity investors, multilateral and bilateral development organizations, and smaller local financiers.

 The renewable energy industry saw many new companies, huge increases in company valuations, and many initial public offerings.

Just counting the 140 highest-valued publicly traded renewable energy companies yields a combined market capitalization of more than $100 billion. Companies also broadened expansion into emerging markets.

 Major industry growth is occurring in a number of emerging commercial technologies, including thin-film solar PV, concentrating solar thermal power generation, and advanced/second generation biofuels (with first-ever commercial plants completed in 2007 or under construction).

 Jobs worldwide from renewable energy manufacturing, operations, and maintenance exceeded 2.4 million in 2006, including some 1.1 million for biofuels production.

 Policy targets for renewable energy exist in at least 66 countries worldwide, including all 27 European Union countries, 29 U.S. states (and D.C.), and 9 Canadian provinces.

 Most targets are for shares of electricity production, primary energy, and/or final energy by a future year. Most targets aim for the 2010?2012 timeframe, although an increasing number of targets aim for 2020.

 There is now an EU-wide target of 20 percent of final energy by 2020, and a Chinese target of 15 percent of primary energy by 2020. In addition to China, several other developing countries adopted or upgraded targets during 2006/2007. 

 In addition, targets for biofuels as future shares of transport energy now exist in several countries, including an EU-wide target of 10 percent by 2020.

 Policies to promote renewable energy have mushroomed in recent years. At least 60 countries-37 developed and transition countries and 23 developing countries-have some type of policy to promote renewable power generation.

 The most common policy is the feed-in law. By 2007, at least 37 countries and 9 states/provinces had adopted feed-in policies, more than half of which have been enacted since 2002.

 Strong momentum for feed-in tariffs continues around the world as countries enact new feed-in policies or revise existing ones.

 At least 44 states, provinces, and countries have enacted renewable portfolio standards (RPS), also called renewable obligations or quota policies.

There are many other forms of policy support for renewable power generation, including capital investment subsidies or rebates, tax incentives and credits, sales tax and value-added tax exemptions, energy production payments or tax credits, net metering, public investment or financing, and public competitive bidding.

Last Updated ( Thursday, 28 February 2008 )

________________________________________________________________________

ORF (Austria): UNEP: Viele Fische könnten aussterben  

    Das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) hat vor dem Aussterben von Fischbeständen innerhalb weniger Jahrzehnte gewarnt. Dies gefährde eine zentrale Nahrungsquelle für 2,6 Milliarden Menschen.   

Drei Ursachen sind einer Studie zufolge für das düstere Szenario verantwortlich: Die Überfischung der Bestände, die Meeresverschmutzung und die globale Erwärmung. "Wenn man all dies zusammennimmt, wird ein tödlicher Nagel in den Sarg der globalen Fischerei getrieben", sagte UNEP-Exekutivdirektor Achim Steiner bei der Vorstellung des Berichts.  

 Schlüsselrolle: Strömungskreislauf der Meere     

Die Studie führt neue Erkenntnisse an, wonach die Erneuerung der Fischbestände auf einen Strömungskreislauf der Meere angewiesen ist, der von den Auswirkungen der globalen Erwärmung gestört wird. 

"Wenn dieser Mechanismus beendet wird, könnten wir einen Kollaps wichtiger Fischgründe riskieren", sagte der Autor des Berichts, Christian Nellemann. Die Studie betrachte erstmals das Zusammenwirken mehrerer negativer Einflussfaktoren auf die Fischbestände. 

"Wir sehen Verschiebungen des Meereslebens, wie sie niemals zuvor beobachtet wurden", sagte Nellemann. Der Bericht führt das Beispiel bestimmter Krebsarten an, die in warmen Regionen des Atlantiks zu Hause waren und in den vergangenen Jahrzehnten bis zu 1.000 Kilometer weit nach Norden gewandert sind. 

[science.ORF.at/APA/AP, 25.2.08]  

________________________________________________________________________
News Soliclima: El PNUMA lanza unanueva iniciativa de emisión cero

El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) lanzó una red de países, ciudades y empresas privadas comprometidas en reducir la emisión de gases que causan el efecto de invernadero.

  

La Red de Clima Neutral, que fue establecida en el marco de la reunión ministerial que celebra el organismo en Mónaco, recibió de inmediato la adhesión de Costa Rica, Islandia, Nueva Zelanda y Noruega, así como de cuatro ciudades y cinco corporaciones.

Se trata de un proyecto en línea que busca unir al pequeño pero creciente grupo de naciones, autoridades locales, compañías y comunidades que luchan por lograr economías cero emisoras.

El director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Achim Steiner, explicó que la neutralidad climática es una idea que surgió a raíz de la necesidad urgente de abordar el cambio climático, pero también debido a las abundantes oportunidades económicas para quienes apoyan una transición hacia una economía verde.

Costa Rica aspira a alcanzar esa neutralidad para 2021, cuando celebrará 200 años de independencia. 

El ministro de Energía costarricense, Roberto Dobles, destacó que aunque las emisiones de su país son bajas todos comparten una responsabilidad común. Añadió que el gobierno comparte la visión de que una economía de clima neutral también es competitiva.

________________________________________________________________________
Angola Press: L’Angola prépare le plan d’action nationale d’adaptation climatique

Photo Angop 


Le ministre Sita José présente le Plan d`Action nationale d´adaptations climatiques

Luanda, 27/02 – Le ministre de l`Urbanisme et Environ-nement, Diakumpuna Sita José, a qualifié mardi, à Luanda, la préparation de la première communication nationale sur les changements climatiques et le Plan d`action nationale d`adaptation, des principaux projets de son Ministère dans la lutte contre ces phénomènes.

Le gouvernant a tenu ces propos lors á la présentation du rapport de développement humain du Programme des Nations Unies pour le Développement (PNUD), réalisé à l`hôtel Trópico, en présence des membres du Gouvernement et des députés.

Selon le ministre, la communication inclut la réali- sation d`un inventaire des sources d`émission de gaz à effet de serre et favorisera la connaissance "profonde" de principales sources d`émission de polluants.

Il a souligné que ce programme contribuerait au développement des stratégies et des plans visant à les réduire ou à les éliminer.

Cependant, le Plan d`action nationale d`adaptation (NAPA) a pour finalité la définition des mesures "immédiates" d`adaptation aux effets des changements climatiques dans le pays.

Les deux projets seront soutenus par le Programme des Nations Unies pour l’Environnement (PNUA), à travers le Fond Mondial pourl`Environnement (Gef), estimé 700 mille dollars américains, a ajouté le gouvernant.

Sita José a encore dit que le Ministère de l’Environ-nement est engagé dans la préparation de la Stratégie nationale pour la gestion des déchets urbains, visant la valorisation économique et préservation environnementale.

Le ministre a fait état de l`existence des indices qui confirment la hausse de la température en Angola au cours des cinquantes dernières années, raison pour laquelle il qualifie l`adaptation aux changements climatiques d`une option prioritaire dans les politiques sectorielles du Gouvernement.

Il a également réitéré que pour répondre aux engagements internationaux, le pays a élaboré la stratégie nationale pour la mise en oeuvre de la Convention des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques et le protocole de Kyoto.

Ayant le titre "Combattre les changements climatiques Solidarité humaine dans un monde divisé ", le document présente comme principales recommandations la nécessité de développer une structure multilatérale, selon le Protocole de Kyoto, pour éviter les changements climatiques dangereuses.

Le ministre a également préconisé le renforcement d`une structure pour la coopération internationale, ainsi que la nécessité de centrer l`adaptation des changements climatiques dans la structure de Kyoto post-2012 et les partenariats internationaux pour la réduction de la pauvreté.

L’Angola occupe la 162è position dans l`indice de Développement Humain (IDH). 
===============================================================

Other Environment News
Guardian: EU governments start tough climate change talks

    * Reuters

    * Thursday February 28 2008

By Marcin Grajewski

BRUSSELS, Feb 28 (Reuters) - European Union governments raised a string of objections on Thursday to the bloc's flagship plan on fighting climate change, promising tough negotiations on carbon dioxide emission curbs and the use of renewable energy.

At an initial debate among energy ministers, most of the EU's 27 member states said the blueprint for moving to a low-carbon economy, as presented last month by the European Commission, was a good starting point for talks.

But many raised questions over specific measures, such as overhauling the EU's Emissions Trading Scheme or national targets for the share of energy produced from renewable sources.

The Commission's proposals aim to implement targets set by EU leaders last year to cut carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by at least one-fifth by 2020 from 1990 levels, increase the share of renewables in power production to 20 percent and boost the share of biofuels used in transport to 10 percent by the same date.

"The Commission's proposal provides a good starting point for our debate ... But it is essential that cost-efficiency is at the heart of our discussions," said Shriti Vedera, Britain's secretary of state for business and competitiveness.

Marco Stradiotto, an Italian secretary of state for energy, said: "Energy efficiency was not given enough room in the Commission's proposal.

He added there was a risk some industries would move out of the EU as a result of the scheme unless an agreement with major world powers was reached on curbing emissions of greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

APRIL 2009 TARGET

EU governments hope to clinch a final deal on the package by April 2009 in negotiations with the European Parliament, but the debate on Thursday showed talks would be tough.

Officials made few concrete demands at this stage, but the Czech Republic and Poland criticised plans that would force power plants to buy 100 percent of their emissions permits from 2013, when the overhauled Emissions Trading Scheme takes effect.

"Because of our energy mix ... we would like the scheme to be phased in gradually," said Czech Industry Minister Martin Riman, adding that otherwise "our electricity prices could rise by several dozen of percent".

He said his country's target for renewable energy use, 13 percent, would be very difficult to achieve. Similar doubts were voiced by Sweden and Greece.

Finland said it would not achieve its renewable energy target if imports of lumber from Russia ended as a result, for example, of high duties.

Some countries said provisions to ensure that biofuels are produced without harming the environment should be sharpened.

Polish Economy Minister Waldemar Pawlak proposed creating pan-EU rules for subsidising plants from which biofuels are produced.

"Nobody is entirely happy with our proposals, but this is a good sign, a sign that our proposal is a good basis for a compromise," said a senior Commission official. (Editing by Anthony Barker) ________________________________________________________________________

AFP: EU nations sound objections to climate change plan

12 hours ago

BRUSSELS (AFP) — EU nations raised on Thursday a host of objections to new proposals for fighting climate change, setting the stage for tough negotiations over the package.

In the first debate of the plans since they were proposed in January, EU members lined up to call for more flexibility and greater attention for industrial competitiveness while also pushing their national wish-lists.

Last month, the European Commission set targets for EU member states to slash greenhouse gases, calling on them to boost renewable energy use while also unveiling plans to make industry pay for the right to pollute.

The proposed strategy is supposed to put the European Union on track to meeting a target of cutting the bloc's overall greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20 percent by 2020, compared to 1990 levels.

The commission wants member states to reach an agreement on the package by the end of the year, so that it can go before the European Parliament by June 2009.

In the debate, many member states argued that their individual circumstances should be better taken into account in setting targets for them to cut their emissions.

For instance, Cyprus called for its island geography, cut off from outside energy grids, to be taken into account while Romania said that too strict restrictions could encourage its industry to flee to neighbouring countries outside the EU.

Coal-rich Poland called for the package to give a bigger role for investments in cleaner versions of fossil fuel while Finland argued for peat to be taken into account in the calculation of its biofuel target.

Sweden, which has the highest renewable energy target under the commission's plans, gave a mostly warm reaction to the package but stressed that the price of actions should not outweigh the benefits.

"It is important for all of us that we achieve a cost-effective way of meeting the overall objective," Swedish Energy Minister Maud Olofsson told EU colleagues.

There was also broad support for making sure that the use of biofuels in the future does not cause more harm than good, amid a recent stream of studies suggesting that such plant-derived energy has unforeseen environmental and social drawbacks.

"It's clear that the road to the second generation of biofuels is not as clear as we thought," said Dutch Economy Minister Maria Van Der Hoeven.

________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: EU countries fail to agree on split of energy giants

    BRUSSELS, Feb. 28 (Xinhua) -- The European Union (EU) member states on Thursday failed to agree on a plan to split energy giants in a bid to boost competition in the markets.

    "Member states have a different view on the internal energy market," Slovenian Economy Minister Andrej Vizjak, whose country holds the EU presidency, said at a press conference after a meeting with EU energy ministers.

    In its proposals to reform the EU energy sector, the European Commission called in September for separation of production and supply from transmission networks in a bid to boost competition.

    Ownership unbundling is one of the two options preferred by the commission, which will force energy giants, such as RWE and EON in Germany and EDF and Suez in France, to sell off retail distribution networks.

    As the second option, the commission also proposed for "independent system operator", which makes it possible for existing vertically integrated companies to retain network ownership, but provided that the assets are actually operated by a company or body completely independent from it.

    However, the proposals met strong opposition from several EU member states, led by France and Germany.

    Vizjak said though the commission's plan was accepted by a majority of member states, a group of eight EU countries insisted on a third way.

    "We must not and we cannot neglect the opinion of member states that have a reservation," Vizjak said, "As the presidency, we have to respect and take into account these viewpoints as well."

    Despite the divisions, EU Energy Commissioner Andris Pielbalgs said that there was broad agreement that a deal should be reached by June, i.e., before the end of the Slovenian EU presidency term.

Editor: Yan Liang

________________________________________________________________________

Forbes: EU divided over splitting energy groups: Slovenia

02.28.08, 1:24 PM ET

BRUSSELS (Thomson Financial) - EU nations failed today to overcome their divisions on how best to inject competition into the gas and power sector, the European Union's Slovenian presidency said.

'Member states have a different view on the internal energy market,' Slovenian Economy Minister Andrej Vizjak told reporters after chairing a debate with EU energy ministers.

Eager to boost competition, the European Commission proposed in September that integrated power and gas companies should hive off their retail distribution networks or allow them to be run by an outside operator.

After the proposals sparked an uproar from some of Europe's biggest energy groups, a group of eight EU countries led by France and Germany gave the commission a joint proposal for a third way to shake up the sector.

Vizjak said that ministers from most states preferred the commission's plans although the group of eight's alternative was also not rejected outright and remained to be explored.

'I think that the commission's proposal -- and I can tell you from today's debate that this is the majority's opinion -- is the most effective method for providing for efficient unbundling (of energy generation and distribution),' he said.

'However, we must not and we cannot neglect the opinion of member states that have a reservation,' he added. 'As the presidency, we have to respect and take into account these viewpoints as well.'

Under the eight countries' plan, energy groups would be allowed to own both the generating capacity and distribution networks but the management of the two sectors would be strictly separated.

The independence of distribution networks from their parent company would be ensured by strict rules and an external monitor would make sure that other companies would be allowed to use the network.

Despite the divisions over the substance of the package, EU Energy Commissioner Andris Pielbalgs said that there was broad agreement that a deal should be reached by June.

The ministers debate came as it emerged that German energy group EON was planning to sell its high-voltage electricity network in the face of anti-trust concerns from European Commission regulators.

Greeting the news as a 'very welcome development,' Pielbalgs said: 'I hope very much that EON's announcement will encourage other companies to follow.'

tf.TFN-Europe_newsdesk@thomson.com
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Reuters: Automakers to stick to position on CO2 emissions

Thu Feb 28, 2008 12:08pm EST

  

MILAN (Reuters) - Faced with the prospect of paying billions of euros in fines for CO2 emissions, car makers plan to renew their call to the European Commission to improve roads and public transport to help them meet proposed limits on CO2.

The association that represents the world's car makers said it will hold a news conference at the Geneva autoshow next Wednesday to repeat their demands.

The executive body of the European Union has drafted tough legislation to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) from cars, with steep fines on manufacturers that fail to comply.

The legislation has been criticized by countries like Germany, whose manufacturers make big cars that pollute more than the smaller ones made in France and Italy.

The legislation, adopted in December, is part of a wider initiative to cut emissions linked to global warming. It is to be discussed by EU environment ministers in Brussels on Monday.

One of the demands of OICA, the association organizing the news conference, is to have the Commission put as much emphasis on improving roads and other infrastructure as it has on getting car makers adopt cleaner technology.

"There is an infrastructure problem," said Guido Rossignoli, a committee chairman at OICA.

"It is right to go ahead with compulsory reductions for cars ... but it will lead to nothing if you don't include other specific measures," he told Reuters on Thursday.

The manufacturers made a similar statement at the Frankfurt autoshow in September, when they said the extra cost of meeting the limits by a 2012 deadline would hurt the industry.

Although their chief executives came out in force in Frankfurt, they are not expected to show up at the news conference in Geneva, leaving it to the association's officials.

Rossignoli said the Commission's initiative was tougher than those brought forward by the United States and by Japan, which has worked to improved its infrastructure.

"(The Commission) needs to look at what Japan has done."

In order for it to come into effect, the proposed legislation has to be approved by European Parliament, something which Rossignoli said could happen in a matter of months.

"Most probably this proposal will be adopted this year -- the end of 2008 at the latest," he said.

Its overall mandatory target is an average of 130 g/km being achieved by the use of a combination of biofuels, improved engine technology, and more efficient gears, tires and air-conditioning.

(Reporting by Gilles Castonguay; Editing by Quentin Bryar) ________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Japan arranging climate change summit: official

9 hours ago

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan said Thursday it was arranging a meeting of national leaders to address climate change as it prepares to hold the Group of Eight summit of major industrial economies this summer.

A newspaper report said Japan has invited heads of state and government from 16 nations, which together account for 80 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, for parallel talks to the G8 summit.

A UN conference in Bali in December set a goal of reaching a deal to succeed the landmark Kyoto Protocol by the end of next year.

The United States, the leading opponent of Kyoto, has recently tried to demonstrate a leadership role including by gathering negotiators from the 16 major emitting nations for talks in late January in Hawaii.

"In the chairman's summary of the climate talks in Hawaii, participants discussed holding talks of heads of state around the middle of this year to kickstart the Bali action plan," said Koji Yagi, head of the Japanese foreign ministry's climate change division.

"The countries involved are currently discussing that, but nothing is decided," he told AFP.

The Asahi Shimbun, quoting unnamed sources, said that Japan had invited leaders of the 16 nations for the parallel summit from July 7 to 9 in the northern mountain resort of Toyako.

The talks would aim to come up with medium- and long-term goals by each nation to cut back on greenhouse gas emissions blamed for heating up the planet.

The newspaper also said Japan was hoping to invite more African nations to take part in the Toyako summit, which Tokyo wants to focus in large part on global health and poverty.

The 16 nations that took part in the Hawaii talks were Australia, Brazil, Britain, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, South Korea, South Africa and the United States.

The United States is the only major industrial nation to reject the Kyoto treaty, which President George W. Bush argues is unfair as it makes no demands of emerging economies such as China.

Japan has championed the Kyoto Protocol, which is named for its ancient capital. But it is far behind in meeting its own commitments as its economy wakes up from a long slumber.

________________________________________________________________________

Telegraph: A great brew of good, positive action

The three main pieces of legislation designed to reduce carbon emissions in the EU and the UK aim to complement each other so that companies that escaped the regulatory net first and second time around are covered by the latest scheme, the UK Carbon Reduction Commitment.

In the case of Scottish & Newcastle Breweries, however, it has been complying with regulations ever since the UK pioneered C02 reduction legislation by introducing the Climate Change Levy as a tax on fossil fuel, including electricity, in 1999.

"We are an energy-intensive industry in brewing and therefore we come under the UK Climate Change Levy and have done for nearly 10 years," says Richard Naylor, UK environment manager at the company. For S&N, the levy works out at about £1.2m-£1.4m a year, with the company receiving the full 80pc discount available under the scheme.

In 2005, it also came under the remit of the EU ETS scheme because of the CO2 emitted by the boilers at its five brewery sites in the UK in Gateshead, Tadcaster, Reading, Manchester and Hereford.

In common with the rest of Europe, there was an option for firms to opt out of the first phase of the new requirement from 2005-07, however, and S&N took full advantage.

"We opted out because we thought it was too bureaucratic," says Mr Naylor. This year, however, S&N has come into the scheme’s second phase. The company is not affected, however, by the UK Carbon Reduction Commitment, which targets less energy-intensive industries. "Regulation is helpful in raising awareness of the need for carbon reduction," he adds, "but it is a fairly expensive way of raising awareness and it is on management’s agenda now, whether it is to do with your boilers or your waste strategy. It is not going to go away and has real momentum now.

"The implementation of regulation by the Carbon Trust has probably had as much effect if not more than the various trading schemes will have done. It is direct action and it is good action; what they do and how they work."
Telegraph: The wind of change

In order to meet the target of reducing carbon emissions by 20 per cent by 2020 new regulations are being implemented. Report by Andrew Cave

Business is at the centre of the carbon reduction initiative because, along with the public sector, it generates more than one-third of UK carbon dioxide emissions. Consumers are waking up to this and pressuring such large emitters to take action. But, however much customers push for action on climate change, reducing the carbon footprint of business also needs the intervention of governments.

Embracing lower-carbon technologies can give British business a competitive edge and position them as champions of innovative ways of operating. But in the short term, taking action on carbon is going to cost money.

Customers are also voters and taxpayers so in a sense the government response can be seen as a response to consumer demand, just as is happening in business. The more progressive businesses believe they have to lead customers, who want action on carbon emissions but aren’t quite sure what form it should take, and the more proactive governments are taking that a stage further by legislating in an attempt to provide a level playing field.

But what exactly do the new regulations require and how is business reacting? Few businesses like being told what to do by governments but in this case leading companies are working with government with a common goal.

Part of the reason is financial. The three main pieces of regulation affecting British businesses - European Union Emission Trading Scheme, the UK Climate Change Levy and the UK Carbon Reduction Commitment - contain financial disincentives for companies to emit carbon.

On the other hand, leading companies see the commercial benefits of reducing their carbon footprint and the Carbon Trust offers matching funding to businesses that engage expert consultants to identify where their footprint is heaviest and suggest ways of reducing it. The UK government also offers support for innovation in technologies related to carbon reduction and plays a key role in disseminating information and co-ordinating the effort.

By this three-prong approach - regulation, support and information - government hopes to aid the carbon reduction effort. And forefront in both the European scheme and the UK Carbon Reduction Commitment are mechanisms that seek to harness the power of financial markets in the effort, by giving carbon a real-time price in pounds and euros.

"The fact that there is now a price of carbon incentivises the business case at companies to make their operations reduce their carbon intensity and make new low-carbon investments," says James Wilde, director of insights at the Carbon Trust.

"So-called cap and trade schemes are really about raising awareness in the market because they mean that emissions are tracked and companies have to have a carbon management strategy to reduce baseline emissions."

To this end, the European Union Emission Trading Scheme is the largest multinational greenhouse gas emissions trading scheme in the world.

Covering 45pc of EU emissions at more than 12,000 locations at inception, it requires each participating country to propose a National Allocation Plan that includes caps on greenhouse emissions for power plants and other large energy-users. Such plans must all be subsequently approved by the European Commission and the aim is to reduce emissions by 20pc by 2020, by which date 20pc of primary energy usage should also come from renewable sources.

In the UK, the Government’s principal tool to date has been the UK Climate Change Levy, a tax levied on the use of energy in industry, commerce and the public sector, coupled with support for energy efficiency schemes and moves to embrace renewable sources of energy.

Businesses in energy-intensive industries that enter into Climate Change Agreements can receive an 80pc discount from the Climate Change Levy, via discounts on employers’ National Insurance contributions.

The aim is to encourage users to improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. Last year, however, the Energy White Paper and subsequent Climate Change Bill announced a new UK scheme, which will apply mandatory emissions trading to cut carbon emissions from large commercial and public sector organisations.

Aimed at less-intensive energy users than those targeted by the Climate Change Levy, the new UK Carbon Reduction Commitment initiative will cover supermarkets, hotel chains, government departments and large local authority buildings, as well as businesses in many other sectors.

The target is to reduce these emissions by 1.1m tonnes of carbon a year by the year 2020 and the mechanism is a similar cap and trade scheme to that pioneered in Europe. The UK Carbon Reduction Commitment aims to incentivise significant carbon abatement in non-intensive sectors, delivering bottom-line financial benefits.

It is a mandatory emissions trading scheme, targeting up to 5,000 large organisations whose emissions are currently not in the EU ETS or Climate Change Agreements. It covers all organisations whose electricity consumption is 6,000 megawatt-hours per year - equivalent to an annual electricity bill of about £500,000.

All energy other than transport fuels will be covered, including electricity, gas fuel and oil and, during an introductory phase planned for 2009, all allowances will be sold at a fixed price. From 2013, however, allowances will be allocated through auctions with a diminishing number of credits available over time.

In addition, participants potentially will be able to buy EU ETS allowances to comply with their emissions cap, effectively creating a price ceiling for credits in the Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC).

In this way, the Climate Change Bill has set legally-binding UK targets for a minimum 60pc reduction in carbon dioxide by 2050.

At the end of each year, company performance will be summarised in league tables outlining the best and worst performers in terms of carbon emissions and reductions.

In order to avoid creating an additional financial burden, the auction revenues generated through the initial sale of carbon reduction credits will be recycled back to participants, with companies receiving payments back from government in relation to their relative performance in the league tables.

Using self-certification of monitoring, reporting and verification of emissions, based by an independent risk-based audit regime, the scheme aims to strengthen the incentive to improve energy and carbon management skills, particularly in relation to metering, reporting and reduction.

The idea is to focus senior management attention on the issues by instituting a clear scale of risk and reward and to strengthen many companies’ corporate social responsibility drives to reduce carbon emissions and improve transparency of company performance.

It will also put pressure on energy providers to assist with improved metering of energy consumption.

Mr Wilde says that the efforts by both the EU and CRC schemes to create a pervasive regulatory influence across business and industry, directing policy and helping with initiatives such as the carbon labelling of buildings, should not be underestimated.

"The idea is to show the structural performance of buildings," he says of the latter. "They are operational labels which only apply to buildings in the public sector.

"The idea is to rank property assets by their emissions. Every time you sell a building or rent it out, you have to show your building label. It’s very helpful way of getting greater visibility for the carbon emissions issue in the market."

Equally, he says that support for research and development through the Renewables Obligation, which requires 20pc of electricity to be generated from renewable sources by 2020, will provide weighted levels of support for near-term technologies such as onshore wind farms and longer-term initiatives such as wind farms offshore.

"The important thing," he says," is that there is a level playing field right across Europe and beyond the UK. This will generate a real competitive advantage for those companies that take their emissions seriously and reap the opportunities.
Environment News Service: Developing Countries Get Help to Cope with Climate Change 

WASHINGTON, DC, February 28, 2008 (ENS) - Assistance for developing countries to manage water resources, combat drought, and measure climate change will be forthcoming under a new agreement signed today by the World Bank and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA, an agency of the U.S. Commerce Department. 

The first projects are planned for Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru, while the partners consider more projects in other parts of the world. 

The assistance can help establish end-to-end early warning systems, enhance and protect local ecosystems, and realize the benefits of an integrated Earth observing system.

"This initiative enables us to marry financial resources and technical resources - bringing them together for sustainable development," said Dr. William Brennan, NOAA's deputy assistant secretary for international affairs. 

"This helps us realize our mutual goals to decrease suffering from natural disasters and bolster economies while sustaining our environment," Brennan said. "Together these efforts seek to improve livelihoods and reduce global poverty." 

The enormity of many coastal problems requires international alliances and solutions. The partners said their new agreement will allow NOAA scientists and resource managers and the World Bank to more readily assist global communities in building resilience to climate extremes. 

"Today's agreement allows us to work more easily with an important partner in development and to bring the complementary strengths of our two organizations together for this common cause," Katherine Sierra, World Bank vice president of sustainable development. 

The new agreement will serve as an umbrella for future projects like the one NOAA's National Weather Service is discussing with the city of Medellin, Colombia, to install a reliable flash flood guidance system. 

Future projects may include establishing high altitude mountain climate surface observing stations in Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador. 

Also under discussion is the possibility of developing water resources and drought management projects in Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru. 

Marine environment ecosystem observations in the Caribbean may be expanded to see how climate change affects small fish that live in deep water. 

Brennan says the agreement has been developed to reflect NOAA's variety of technical expertise and to realize the societal benefits of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems, GEOSS, particularly in the Americas. 

The poorest people in the world's poorest countries will need all the technical and financial help they can get to cope with climate change, according to this year's edition of the World Bank's annual environmental review, "Environment Matters," released Wednesday. 

Due to their geographical location, low incomes, and low institutional capacity, as well as their greater reliance on climate-sensitive sectors like agriculture, the report says that those least responsible for climate change and least able to cope with it will suffer most as global temperatures rise. 

This year's "Environment Matters" focuses on the immediate necessity for developing countries to begin adapting to climate change. 

It points out that climate change may bring back water security challenges to countries that for 100 years have enjoyed reliable water supplies and few, if any, water shocks. 

In the report, the World Bank's top climate change and environment experts, and other contributors, give frank assessments of what is currently known, and not known, on key subjects linked to adaptation - climate variability, biodiversity, social dimensions, and water security. They make concrete recommendations for the way forward. 

"Climate action is development action," said Sierra. "We are moving forward aggressively with our client countries to implement adaptive measures that improve the local environment, increase resilience to current and future climate variability and to natural disasters, and foster the dissemination of innovative technologies." 

There is a silver lining to climate change in that dealing with the climate crisis will provide opportunities for countries to revisit current development practices. 

The report takes the view that with additional resources, climate change can be a stimulus to assist the transition to improved practices in land management, energy production, and coastal protection, especially in the poorest countries. 

"We can't let climate change turn back the clock of progress for these countries," said Warren Evans, World Bank director of environment. 

The recent replenishment by donor countries saw funding commitments rise by 42 percent to $14 billion per year for the International Development Association, IDA, the part of the World Bank that provides interest-free loans and grants to the world's poorest countries. 

The increase in donor funding was partly in response to the World Bank's submission that climate change will increase the resources needed to maintain levels of benefits to those countries that depend on it. 

The World Bank Group is currently developing a Strategic Framework for Climate Change to be presented to its Development Committee at Annual Meetings in October 2008. 

The bank also has expressed its commitment to reducing the carbon footprint of its own operations through the use of energy efficiency measures, renewable energy, and carbon offsets. ______________________________________________________________________

BBC: No impact from Energy Saving Day 

By Richard Black 
Environment correspondent, BBC News website 
The UK's first Energy Saving Day has ended with no noticeable reduction in the country's electricity usage. 

E-Day asked people to switch off electrical devices they did not need over a period of 24 hours, with the National Grid monitoring consumption. 

It found that electricity usage was almost exactly what would have been expected without E-Day. 

Colder weather than forecast in some regions may have led to higher use of heating, masking any small savings. 

The event also received very little publicity, despite having backing from campaign groups such as Greenpeace, Christian Aid and the RSPB, and from major energy companies such as EDF, E.On and Scottish Power. 

"I am afraid that E-Day did not achieve the scale of public awareness or participation needed to have a measurable effect," said E-Day's organiser Dr Matt Prescott in a message on his website. 

The Grid's final figures showed national electricity consumption for the 24 hours (from 1800 Wednesday to 1800 Thursday) was 0.1% above the "business-as-usual" projection. 

Lofty aims 

The E-Day concept started life as Planet Relief, an awareness-raising BBC TV programme with a significant comedy element. 

But in September the BBC decided to pull the project, saying viewers preferred factual or documentary programmes about climate change. 

E-DAY ELECTRICITY METER

Actual consumption:
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Usual consumption:
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SOURCE: e-day.org.uk

About these figures 

This data is supplied by the National Grid, via E-Day. It is updated every 30 minutes during the 24 hours of E-Day. 

Actual consumption shows the energy used so far during the 24 hours; Usual consumption is what the National Grid predicted under "business as usual". 

The decision came after poor audiences for Live Earth, and public debate over whether it was the corporation's role to "save the planet". 

Dr Prescott then decided to see whether he could mount E-Day as an independent operation, and secured the backing of important partners such as the National Grid and the UK's major energy companies. 

They are obliged by the government to offer customers ways of improving energy effiency, and some used E-Day to contact people interested in loft and wall insulation. 

The event was launched on the steps of St Paul's Cathedral in central London by Dr Richard Chartres, the Bishop of London, who described climate change as a "moral issue". 

"Let us remember people in the Ganges delta who are already feeling the effects of sea level rise and climate change," he said. 

"The science changes year by year - though rarely in the right direction - but the moral imperative remains the same." 

Lessons learned 

Dr Prescott had hoped E-Day might bring a small but measurable reduction in electricity use, perhaps in the order of 2-3%, equivalent to the output of one or two fossil fuel fired power stations. 

The idea was to demonstrate that numerous small personal actions could make a dent in greenhouse gas emissions. 

But, he acknowledged on his website: "E-Day did not succeed in cutting the UK's electricity demand. 

"The drop in temperature between Wednesay 27 February and Thursday 28 February probably caused this, as a result of more lights and heating being left on than were originally predicted." 

"I will do my best to learn the relevant lessons for next time." 

Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk 

________________________________________________________________________

ABC: Ag ministers meet to talk climate change, trade and drought

Friday, 29/02/2008

Australia's primary industries ministers have gathered in Cairns today to try to find common ground on the key issues affecting agriculture.

Climate change will top the agenda, with this being the first time the Ministers have met to discuss the topic.

In tropical North Queensland where the locals quote rainfall figures in metres, Australia's Primary Industry leaders will have their first planning meeting on climate change.

Coping with global warming is a key priority of the Federal Government, and today State and Territory Ministers will voice their concerns and share ideas on how to prepare agriculture for potential impacts.

Biosecurity and drought support are two other hot topics for discussion and Federal Agriculture Minister Tony Burke says they'll talk about how to make drought policy more proactive. Minister Burke says wants the blame game to end and hopes for better co-operation between the jurisdictions.

________________________________________________________________________

The Age: Livestock to save growers' bacon

Farming livestock has been recommended for growers as diminished crop yields are increasingly affected by climate change. Photo: Michele Mossop

Darren Gray

February 29, 2008

AUSTRALIAN farmers who get all of their income from growing crops will have to diversify and farm livestock as well as crops, or they will be forced out of business by climate change over the next 20 to 30 years.

That is the warning made in Melbourne yesterday by a leading thinker in sustainable agriculture, Kevin Goss, to a packed lunch of Victorian agricultural industry leaders.

But Mr Goss predicted that crops-only farmers would be reluctant to make the change because of the high costs associated with the change, such as purchasing livestock and installing fences, and the less regular financial payments.

Mr Goss, the chief executive officer of the Future Farm Industries' co-operative research centre based at the University of Western Australia, also called for an overhaul of the climate change debate, which he said was too focused on setting emissions targets years ahead, at the expense of more immediate, practical help for farmers.

"If you take on board the statistics that surround the climate change debate, you quickly realise the impact it will have on Australian agriculture, but current climate change thinking is failing to consider practical options for farmers who need solutions in the shorter term," he said.

Mr Goss said that if large-scale crops-only farmers did not take on livestock, their options were either retirement, part-time farming, leasing their property, share farming or going out of business.

Mr Goss said there was mounting evidence from long-term research, which showed that diversified farms were more profitable.

"Over the sweep of farming, whether that's over a 10-year period or longer, it's the farms that have cropping and livestock that will do better," he said. "They will do better from their crops in some years and they will do better out of their livestock in others."

Despite growing public concern about climate change, he painted a future for Australian agriculture that was far from a doomsday scenario.

The good news for Australian farmers was that they were efficient in international terms, and still had time to adapt to climate change. ________________________________________________________________________

Reuters AlertNet: Climate change: Polar bears versus people 

28 Feb 2008 13:25:00 GMT
Written by: Megan Rowling

A polar bear cub at a zoo in Germany. REUTERS/Handout/Tiergarten Nuernberg/Stadt Nuernberg 
Not so long ago, climate change was regarded as an issue more likely to affect polar bears than people. Back then, campaigning on global warming was the territory of environmental groups like Greenpeace and their supporters. Other charities worried more about poverty, developing-country debt and unfair trade policies. 
But now, as this Reuters feature points out, the public and policymakers have grasped the importance of climate change to people's lives and the potentially catastrophic consequences of turning a blind eye. And, as everyone gets in on the act, the impact of green groups may be in decline. 

"The mainstream has moved towards us," Gerd Leipold, Greenpeace International's executive director, told Reuters in an interview. "But consciousness doesn't necessarily mean change. We have the awareness, but it doesn't mean we behave more as green, sustainable societies." 

Environmentalists like Leipold believe they still have important work to do in terms of getting people to change their carbon-profligate behaviour. But the growing involvement of relief and development agencies in raising awareness about climate change is another factor that has shifted the goal posts. 

"Please don't leave this issue to the environmental organisations. They have a development blind spot, particularly with relation to climate change," Christian Aid climate adviser Andrew Pendleton told aid workers at a discussion evening organised by Medecins Sans Frontieres late last year. "Climate change is a human issue; it doesn't just affect ice caps and polar bears. It impacts on the poorest people." 

Over the past couple of years, aid agencies have woken up to the threat climate change poses to their projects and the vulnerable communities they work with. They're starting to take climate risks seriously in their activities, and many are campaigning for greater international assistance to help poor people cope with the consequences of climate change. 

Without the impetus provided by environmental groups, this would probably never have happened. But it's well known in climate change circles that the relationship between the two types of organisation has been more than a little rocky. 

For some time, environmental charities were unwilling to talk about the need to deal with the human impact of climate change. Essentially they saw this as admitting defeat. Their priority has been - and remains - motivating governments and people to cut greenhouse gas emissions sharply with the aim of stopping global warming. 

But, as researchers at the International Institute for Environment and Development explained to me recently, coalitions like Up in Smoke - which brings both sides together to produce joint reports on the impact of climate change in developing countries - have gone some way towards nurturing tolerance of each other's viewpoints. 

Aid agencies have a better grip on the science and technology, while green groups have started to understand the linkages between climate change and development. Environmental campaigners are now more willing to treat global warming as an issue of justice and equity, acknowledging that the solution is more complex than simply stamping out the use of fossil fuels. 

A Greenpeace booklet called "How to Save the Climate" argues, for example, "...it is up to rich countries to take action - by using their technological lead and financial resources to curb their own emissions and help the poorer ones to achieve economic growth without destroying the climate. The objective is called 'climate equity'." 

Nonetheless, while strictly humanitarian agencies seem fairly happy to let environmental groups argue the toss on emissions reductions, those that campaign on development issues are eager to ensure that people get as much prominence as polar bears in international climate negotiations. 

"This is why we need to be involved in arguing about adaptation (to climate change)," Pendleton said at the MSF debate, urging more aid agencies to speak out on climate change. "If we leave it to the greenies, they may not cut a deal that's in the interests of the poorest." ________________________________________________________________________

AFP: First edition of Encyclopedia of Life goes online

1 day ago

MONTEREY, California (AFP) — A premier edition of an unprecedented online Encyclopedia of Life was unveiled Wednesday as part of an ambitious project to catalogue the 1.8 million species known on Earth.

The first pages were unofficially made available on the Internet at www.eol.org a day earlier, encountering such fierce demand that overwhelmed computer servers crashed for about two hours.

The encyclopedia was then unveiled at the prestigious Technology, Entertainment and Design gathering in California, and despite being offline for a time, the aspiring catalogue of Earth's precious biodiversity logged more than 11 million hits in its first six hours.

The project, which creators believe will take a decade to complete, stems from a "wish" scientist Edward Osbourne Wilson made at an annual TED conference in Monterey last year.

TED was launched in 1984 by US architect Richard Saul Wurman as a new-age think tank. Renowned thinkers and doers gather to explore ways to take action in the face of opportunities and challenges facing the planet.

Each year, three people get TED prizes consisting of "a wish to change the world" plus 100,000 dollars and the support of conference attendees in making it real.

Wilson wished for an online encyclopedia of life and how it is inter-related to serve as a guide and inspiration to protect biodiversity, with the first 30,000 pages now unveiled.

"The Encyclopedia of Life will have a profound and creative effect in science," Wilson said.

"It aims not only to summarize all that we know of Earth's life forms, but also to accelerate the discovery of the vast array that remain unknown. This great effort promises to lay out new directions for research in every branch of biology."

Consolidating the information about the planet's 1.8 million species in a single place is unprecedented.

"It is exciting to anticipate the scientific chords we might hear once 1.8 million notes are brought together through this instrument," said EOL executive director Jim Edwards.

Later this year EOL will let people contribute pictures, video, facts or other content to the website "wiki-style."

Wikis are web pages that viewers can modify as they wish, a well-known example being eponymous Wikipedia.

"There are very many species for which we do not have high quality images or text," Edwards said. "Think of these pages as invitations to contribute to EOL."

The encyclopedia's creators predict its uses will include tracking how diseases spread and determining how creatures and plants adapt or succumb to climate changes.

"The Encyclopedia of Life can raise our sights and expand our view of life on Earth," said Jonathan Fanton, president of the John and Catherine MacArthur Foundation, which provides millions of dollars in funding for the project.

"Just as a microscope reveals and helps us better understand the small and particular, the EOL will allow us to discern patterns previously unseen. What was once viewed by many as 'wishful thinking' is now entirely possible and underway."

Along with the support of major US universities, philanthropic foundations and biology institutes, EOL is getting backing from technology giants Adobe, Microsoft and the Wikimedia Foundation.

Web design firm Avenue A/Razorfish crafted the basic template for the EOL species pages.

"EOL is a good example of the way the World Wide Web can be used innovatively to assemble diverse kinds of information in an easy-to-use, ever-growing compendium," Edwards said.

"It can accommodate almost any kind of information about species and, unlike a published book, can be updated instantly."

This year's prize winners are cosmologist Neil Turok, author Dave Eggers, and former British Roman Catholic nun turned religion authority Karen Armstrong. They will reveal their wishes before the conference ends Saturday. ________________________________________________________________________

AP: New Proposal for Canada Lynx Habitat

By CATHERINE TSAI – 7 hours ago

DENVER (AP) — Federal wildlife managers have dramatically increased the amount of land they want to designate as critical habitat for the Canada lynx, a threatened species.

Wildlife advocates were cautious as they waited to see whether the proposal would stick, while some were upset no area in the southern Rockies was included.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said Thursday it wants to designate 42,753 square miles in six states that could come under tighter federal oversight as critical habitat.

That's more than 20 times the 1,841 square miles in three states the agency designated in late 2006.

A final decision might not come until Feb. 15, 2009. Fish and Wildlife said it was accepting public comments on the proposal until April 28, 2008.

The agency reconsidered its earlier rulings about the lynx and seven other species after allegations that Julie MacDonald, a deputy assistant secretary of the interior, interfered in the decisions. She has resigned.

States where land would now be designated as critical lynx habitat are Maine, Minnesota, Idaho, Montana, Washington and Wyoming.

Colorado, where state wildlife officials have been reintroducing lynx, was not included. The Fish and Wildlife Service said it was uncertain whether Colorado's reintroduced population would sustain itself.

In 2007 state biologists found no new kittens, down from 11 in 2006 and 50 in 2005. Lynx trapped in Canada were released in southwest Colorado beginning in 1999.

Joshua Pollock, conservation director for Center for Native Ecosystems, said a critical habitat designation was crucial to recovering lynx in the southern Rockies.

"Their habitat continues to get logged, cut up by development. Lynx are run over on highways, accidentally trapped and shot. We need to see critical habitat taken seriously in the southern Rockies. Today's proposal is definitely a blow to that need," Pollock said.

Colorado Division of Wildlife spokesman Tyler Baskfield said the lynx already is considered a "species of concern" in Colorado, and populations of the long-haired mountain cat are closely monitored.

The Kettle range in Washington wasn't included either. Fish and Wildlife said there was no evidence of a reproducing lynx population in the last 20 years.

The Maine land proposed as habitat includes property in the Moosehead Lake region where Plum Creek Timber Co. has proposed nearly 1,000 house lots and two resorts.

It wasn't immediately clear if the development would be affected by the announcement. Conservation groups have argued the development should be downsized because lynx are present.

Jym St. Pierre, Maine director of Restore: The North Woods, said the Fish and Wildlife Service's proposal is good news.

"But this is still just a proposal and the proof will be what is actually adopted by the agency," he said.

Michael Senatore, director of the biodiversity program of the Center for Biological Diversity, said it would take time to review the proposal but that it was a step in the right direction.

"What's unclear is whether this is sufficient," he said. "It looks like they have left out important areas. There's nothing in the southern Rockies. That's problematic given there are lynx there. It also looks like for the most part they have focused on what may be an overly narrow definition of 'occupied habitat.'"

The 2006 designation of critical habitat for lynx was for Voyagers National Park in Minnesota, Glacier National Park in Montana, and North Cascades National Park in Washington.

The Center for Biological Diversity contends some of the best lynx habitat is on U.S. Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management land.

In the latest proposal, about 58 percent of land is on federal land, 30 percent on private land, and the rest on state, tribal or other ownership, Fish and Wildlife said.

The group Defenders of Wildlife contends that still does not go far enough.

Associated Press Writer Clarke Canfield in Portland, Maine, contributed to this report. ________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latina: Experto advierte sobre desastres por cambio climático en el Caribe

Bridgetown, 28 feb (PL) Huracanes, sequías, aumento de hasta cinco grados en las temperaturas podrían sufrir los países caribeños por el calentamiento global, advirtió hoy aquí un experto en el tema.

Los cambios ocurren y advertimos a la región que adopten medidas contra los crecientes riesgos del calentamiento global, dijo el doctor Ulric Trotz, del Centro sobre Cambio Climático de la Comunidad del Caribe (CCCC, inglés).

Afirmó que “los caribeños estamos planeando nuestra propia destrucción sobre falsas apreciaciones: la variabilidad natural del cambio climático se comprime en períodos cada vez más cortos a causa del calentamiento global”.

Como pruebas de su pronóstico dijo que la región experimenta días más cálidos y citó estudios según los cuales la tendencia al calentamiento podría elevar las temperaturas entre uno y cinco grados Celsio de ahora al año 2080.

Añadió que además del incremento de las temperaturas la situación causará sequías, huracanes, elevación del nivel del mar y las consiguientes inundaciones costeras y aumento de la fuerza de las tormentas.

Esos fenómenos por supuesto que gravitarán de manera negativa sobre las barreras de coral, manglares, los bosques y nuestros recursos agrícolas lo que a su vez minará la base socio-económica de la región, subrayó.

El experto estimó que los efectos se perciben con más fuerza en los estados del Noroeste del Caribe: Jamaica, Cuba, República Dominicana, Haití y Belice que en los ubicados en la zona oriental.

________________________________________________________________________

La Vanguardia.es: El cambio climático desata una lucha por los recursos energéticos del Ártico

Se calcula que en la zona hay entre el 6% y el 25% del petróleo y gas mundiales

Enviado especial | 29/02/2008 | Actualizada a las 00:00h

Inga Jonsdottir, meteoróloga de la Universidad de Islandia, encontró cinco avisperos en su jardín de Reikiavik el verano pasado, un hallazgo sorprendente ya que "hasta hace cinco o seis años no existían avispas aquí", explica Jonsdottir. Vendría a ser una buena metáfora para la región ártica, donde se multiplican las tensiones geopolíticas conforme suben en ella las temperaturas.

La gran noticia del cambio climático en el Ártico llegó el pasado septiembre con los datos anuales elaborados por el centro de Nieve y Hielo de Colorado, la organización de EE. UU. que controla las precipitaciones de nieve y las heladas. El Ártico había perdido en solo un año un área de hielo equivalente a Europa occidental, adelantando en 40 años las previsiones anteriores sobre el ritmo de deshielo. "Faltan muy pocos años para que en verano te puedas bañar en el polo norte", dijo Mark Serreze, investigador del centro.

Aprovechando un Ártico con menos hielo flotante, buques petroleros ya recorren el mar al norte de Islandia procedentes de los campos petrolíferos de Siberia. Pero esto es sólo el principio de la gran paradoja del cambio climático en la zona. A medida que la región se calienta - dos o tres veces mas rápidamente que en latitudes más al sur- y desaparece el hielo en verano, se hace más viable explotar los abundantes recursos energéticos en el Ártico.

Los yacimientos de petróleo y de gas natural en la costa este de Groenlandia son "tecnológicamente recuperables en una hipótesis de ausencia de hielo", calcula un reciente informe de La Sociedad Geológica de Estados Unidos (USGDS). El 6% de las reservas de petróleo mundiales y una cifra aún mayor de gas pueden encontrarse en el Ártico ruso. Multinacionales energéticas, desde Shell y Total - cuyos dos presidentes participaron en una cena en la reunión económica de Davos (Suiza) el mes pasado titulada El Ártico: menos hielo, más petróleo-,hasta el poderoso monopolio estatal ruso de gas Gazprom, empiezan a olfatear ya más allá de sus explotaciones en Alaska, Canadá y Siberia, creando un extraordinario círculo en el cual las extracciones de sus productos dibujan un acceso sin hielo al Artico.

Como las fiebres de oro del siglo XIX, el premio es tan cotizado - con el barril de petróleo a 100 dólares- que la incertidumbre acerca de las dimensiones reales de muchos yacimientos no es un obstáculo. Thierry Desmarest, presidente de Total - que acaba de firmar un joint venture,un acuerdo de colaboración, con la empresa estatal rusa Gazprom para perforar en los campos de gas de Shtokman en el mar Barents- reconoció en Davos que se trata de tierra incógnita: "En el Ártico puede haber el 25% de las reservas mundiales del gas y petróleo, pero también puede haber sólo el 2%. No se sabe lo que encontraremos allá". Hasta Islandia acaba de invitar a empresas a sondear un yacimiento al norte de la isla.

Sin embargo, más que la carrera del oro,como lo fue en su día la del oro, esta nueva lucha por recursos energéticos recuerda la infame lucha que hubo por África en el siglo XIX. Los seis países fronterizos con el Ártico - Canadá, Estados Unidos, Rusia, Noruega, Dinamarca (por la parte que posee en Groenlandia) e Islandia- empiezan a posicionarse para batallas, al menos diplomáticas, por territorios cuya soberanía en otros tiempos no interesaba a nadie más que a los esquimales. Reivindicando territorios abismales, un submarino ruso colocó una bandera de titanio en el fondo del mar, bajo el Polo Norte, el verano pasado, mientras el hielo se derretía arriba, en defensa de "los intereses estratégicos, científicos y de defensa" rusos, según dijo el presidente ruso Vladimir Putin.

Mientras cada país tiene derechos de explotación en una franja de 200 millas náuticas (370 kilómetros) de su costa, reclamaciones a más distancia dependen de cuestiones espinosas como la extensión de las plataformas continentales. Hay disputas entre Noruega y Rusia por zonas del mar Barents próximas a las islas Svalbard por sus depósitos de carbón.

"Sólo tenemos guardacostas contra buques militares rusos; ¿quien nos ayudará?", preguntó Johann Dreser, ingeniero noruego, en la cena de Davos.

EE. UU. retiró su base en Reikiavik en el 2006 aunque mantiene importantes instalaciones en Groenlandia, En Islandia, pese a sus buenas relaciones con Rusia, sobrevuelan los osos volantes,los enormes y anticuados bombarderos Tupolev. "Hay señales de que el deshielo ha provocado un nuevo escalada militar, no vista desde la guerra fría", dice un informe del Gobierno islandés. Pero el conflicto que se avecina en el Ártico no tiene porque ser una repetición de la guerra fría. "Hay más posibilidades de disputas entre Canadá y Estados Unidos por las islas al este de Canadá", dice Robert Aranason, diplomático islandés. Canadá ha desplegado en la zona buques rompehielos y anunció planes para una nueva base de operaciones. Dinamarca, por su parte, puede hallarse ante un movimiento independentista en Groenlandia, añade Arnason, un milenio después de que los primeros asentadores escandinavos murieran de hambre tras un bajón repentino de temperaturas. Ahora desaparece el hielo y los depósitos de cobre, níquel, diamantes y otros metales necesarios para fabricar productos electrónicos han sembrado la semilla de un nuevo nacionalismo entre los 52.000 habitantes de la enorme isla, dice.

"El mundo ha ido a la guerra por menos de lo que se juega en el Ártico", afirma Jim Leape de World Wildlife Fund. Pero es probable que nuevos convenios sobre derechos terriotirales acaben por limar las asperezas. "Petróleo y gas calientan las relaciones geopolíticas pero también moderan la agresividad porque todos quieren un trozo del pastel", dice Nina Lesikhina del grupo ecologista Bellona en el puerto ruso de Murmansk. Y las únicas víctimas, añade Leape, serán "un ecosistema increíblemente frágil y cuatro millones de habitantes, muchos indígenas inuit o giitchen", que viven en el Ártico de la caza y la pesca. ________________________________________________________________________

Canoë : Réunion des pays membres de l’UE pour un plan commun

Virginie Roy

28/02/2008 14h44  


Changement climatique - Réunion des pays membres de l’UE pour un plan commun

L’Union européenne débutait les négociations aujourd’hui dans le but de s’entendre sur un plan de lutte contre les changements climatiques en vue de la prochaine réunion internationale de l’ONU à Copenhague en 2009.  

Les gouvernements de l’Union européenne ont été appelés, pour la première fois, à débattre sur le plan de lutte contre les changements climatiques aujourd’hui. Selon l’AFP, le début du débat public laisse présager des négociations ardues.

C’est pour préparer les négociations internationales sur le protocole de Kyoto qui reprendront à Copenhague fin 2009 que les différents gouvernements se sont réunis à Bruxelles. Le plan de Bruxelles, dévoilé le 23 janvier dernier et qui doit être appuyé par tous, doit servir de modèle pour convaincre les États-Unis, la Chine ou l’Inde de se rallier à leur cause.

Plusieurs sujets et demandes devront être discutés. En effet, pour y avoir un accord, les différents pays de l’Union européenne devront s’entendre entre ceux qui demandent une plus grande flexibilité, ceux qui appellent à la vigilance sur la compétitivité de l’industrie en plus de désirs nationaux très ciblés.

Le ministre français de l’Écologie Jean-Louis Borloo, dont le pays présidera l’UE au deuxième semestre, a jugé «crucial qu’un accord total et définitif soit bouclé avant Copenhague», rapporte l’AFP.

Désirs nationaux

Pour la France, il semble que M. Borloo insiste surtout sur l’importance de protéger l’industrie européenne contre la concurrence déloyale de pays moins vertueux ainsi que sur la visibilité donnée aux entreprises, «qui ont des plans industriels à cinq ans».

Du côté du Luxembourg, l’AFP rapporte que c’est le ministre de l’Économie Jeannot Krecké qui a pris parole. Selon lui, les objectifs sont «nobles» mais «nous n’atteindrons pas un objectif de consommation de 20% d’énergies renouvelables (d’ici 2020) sans investissements d’argent public importants. Il nous faut un cadre d’investissement clair».

Le secrétaire d’État allemand à l’Économie, Peter Hintze, a réclamé, quant à lui, une meilleure protection des mécanismes nationaux existants pour inciter au développement des énergies renouvelables.

L’Europe doit «passer aux actes», a souligné la ministre danoise Connie Hedegaard, tout en rappelant que les objectifs nationaux de réduction de gaz à effet de serre et de consommation d’énergie renouvelable d’ici 2020 ont été calculés en fonction de la richesse des pays. «Ceux qui ont les épaules les plus larges devront supporter un fardeau plus large» et devraient donc obtenir certaines compensations, a-t-elle dit, selon l’AFP.

Bruxelles espère parvenir à un accord politique des 27 pays d’ici la fin de 2008. Selon un scénario idéal, le Parlement européen l’entérinerait en première lecture en juin 2009, juste avant les élections européennes.
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UNEP or UN in the news

Kokoda Track an area for carbon trading 

KOKODA Track could be one of the areas for carbon trading pilot projects, Minister for Conservation and Environment Benny Allan said yesterday.

He said the National Executive Council will set up the climate change office within his department to deal with all issues on carbon trading.

Mr Allen said this after returning from the consultative group on environment ministers meeting in Monaco, France, from Feb18-22.

The minister was accompanied by Kevin Conrad, Papua New Guinea (PNG) special envoy and ambassador on environment and climate change to the United Nations and a senior technical officer from the department.

He said apart from the main meeting, the PNG team also followed up with bilateral discussions with Norway, Netherlands, Indonesia, UK and UNEP.

He said all the countries had shown interest in assisting PNG and their delegations would visit the country next month with Norway in May and Indonesian president in June.

Mr Allen said this followed up talks at Bali meeting and Norway had indicated its assistance with US$2.8 million to help developing countries with forest management.

He said other countries too had planned to assist.

“But the climate change office would have to be set up to coordinate funds,” he said.

Mr Allan said the first task was to identify areas for pilot projects like carbon trading.

“Kokoda Track has plans for its conservation in the course of which the officers would take forest data to seek assistance from developing countries,” Mr Allan said.

Under carbon trading, logging would be discouraged and developing countries would compensate for the loss in logging revenue.

http://www.thenational.com.pg/022908/nation5.htm 

............................................................

Two Top Posts Soon Vacant At The United Nations

Friday, 29 February 2008, Article: Scoop News  

Two Top Posts Soon Vacant At The United Nations

Scoop News: Two top positions at the United Nations will be vacant by the end of June this year, opening a new diplomatic war within the Membership to fill them. According to separate reports, both leaders at the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) are leaving this coming summer.

As reported by UN Forum, Under-Secretary-General Jean-Marie Guehenno, the Frenchman at the helm of peacekeeping operations at the Secretariat in New York, is rumored to retire from the UN after overseeing for the past seven years one of the largest and more strategic areas of UN activity. Image: United Nations Plaza, New York, by Selwyn Manning. 

Guehenno was appointed by former Secretary-General Kofi Annan in October 2000, taking over from his compatriot Bernard Miyet. He was re-confirmed to the post by Annan’s successor, South Korea’s Ban Ki-moon, in January 2007.

“The question is whether another Frenchman will replace him or would the post be open for an announced competition like the new one proposed on Peacekeeping reform,” UN Forum reports. “The post had been offered to France by former Secretary-General Kofi Annan in return for lifting the veto in the Security Council on his election.”

A rumored candidate for DPKO, a French stronghold, is French Minister of Foreign Affairs Bernard Kouchner. “Diplomatic corridor talk in Paris circles around Dr. Bernard Kouchner,” UN Forum reports. “The hyperactive co-founder of Medecins Sans Frontiers is likely to leave his post end March, after French Municipal elections.”

Dr. Kouchner served under the U.N. flag in Kosovo as Special Representative of the Secretary-General between 1999 and 2000. In 2005 and 2006, he was a candidate for two key UN posts, High Commissioner for Refugees and Director-General of the World Health Organization.

During Guehenno’s leadership, DPKO has been shaken by inquiries and controversies, from sexual abuse by the Blue Helmets in peacekeeping missions to – very recently – the award of a large no-bid contract to a Lockheed subsidiary.

A second post at the Under-Secretary-General level, will reportedly be vacated at the end of June. According to Reuters, Louise Arbour has notified Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon of her intention not to seek a second term as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. Her mandate expires on June 30.

"She has been thinking about it for a long time and she has decided against continuing for another term," Reuters reports, citing one source close to the UN, who declined to be identified. 

Arbour, a Canadian national, was appointed by Kofi Annan in 2004, one year after the death in Baghdad of the post holder, Sergio Vieira de Mello. Earlier in 1996, she was appointed by the Security Council of the United Nations as Chief Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda. After three years as Prosecutor and before heading to Geneva’s OHCHR, she was appointed to the Supreme Court of Canada.

The selection process for such high posts is usually very secretive, even if both Annan and Ban have tried to make it more transparent. Governments will be lobbying hard on the Secretary-General, as both positions have a very high-visibility in terms of politics and public opinion. 

It is unclear whether New Zealand will express interest for either post. In the recent past, the country has unsuccessfully tried to run for the top posts at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The country made the short-list only for the latter, with the candidature of former Environment Minister Simon Upton.

At present, no New Zealanders are holding a post at the Under-Secretary-General level. Two are appointed at the Assistant Secretary-General level: Jan Beagle, currently Deputy Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva, and Ross Mountain, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Another New Zealand national, David Shearer, was appointed in 2007 as Deputy Special Representative for Humanitarian, Reconstruction and Development in Iraq, also acting as UN Resident Coordinator, as well as the Humanitarian Coordinator, in Iraq.

In 2006, the United Nations appointed Sir Kenneth Keith as a member of the UN International Court of Justice, the first New Zealander ever to be elected to the Court. 

Another Kiwi, Major-General Clive Lilley, was replaced last year as Chief of Staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization in Palestine by an Australian, Major General Ian Campbell Gordon.

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0802/S00334.htm 
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Study: Pollutants common in national parks

Evidence of 70 contaminants found in 20 U.S. parks, monuments

MSNBC

Wed., Feb. 27, 2008
BILLINGS, Mont. - Pesticides, heavy metals and other airborne contaminants are raining down on national parks across the West and Alaska, turning up at sometimes dangerously high levels in lakes, plants and fish.

A sweeping, six-year federal study released Tuesday found evidence of 70 contaminants in 20 national parks and monuments — from Denali in Alaska and Glacier in Montana, to Big Bend in Texas and Yosemite in California.

The findings revealed that some of the Earth's most pristine wilderness is still within reach of the toxic byproducts of the industrial age.

"Contaminants are everywhere. You can't get more remote than these northern parts of Alaska and the high Rockies," said Michael Kent, a fish researcher with Oregon State University who co-authored the study.

The substances detected ranged from mercury produced by power plants and industrial chemicals such as PCBs to the banned insecticides dieldrin and DDT. Those can cause health problems in humans including nervous system damage, dampened immune system responses and lowered reproductive success.

Contaminants that accumulated in fish exceeded human consumption thresholds at the eight parks that researchers focussed on most: Sequoia and Kings Canyon, Mount Rainier, Olympic, Glacier, Rocky Mountain, Gates of the Arctic and Denali national parks and Alaska's Noatak National Preserve.

Also, mercury levels at the eight parks and DDT levels at Glacier and Sequoia and Kings Canyon exceeded health thresholds for fish-eating wildlife. Kent said he found airborne contaminants are causing male fish to develop female organs in some parks.

Much of the contamination is thought to have come from overseas — traveling global air currents from Europe and Asia.

Pesticides contribute
But researchers said they were surprised to find substantial contamination from the local use of legal pesticides, particularly in agricultural areas around Glacier, Rocky Mountain and Sequoia and Kings Canyon parks.

University of Washington atmospheric researcher Daniel Jaffe said scientists previously thought banning substances like DDT and dieldrin would lessen the persistence of chemicals in the environment.

"We replaced them with pesticides with much shorter lifetimes in the environment," Jaffe said. "But in places like the Central Valley of California, we are applying many, many tons of these every year. ... We now know they can move substantial distances."

A parks advocacy group called the federal report "a wake-up call" that should mobilize Congress to take a tougher stance on air pollution.

"We can take steps to reduce mercury emissions from power plants, steps to reduce carbon dioxide emissions that cause global warming," said Will Hammerquist with the National Parks Conservation Association.

The $6 million study is known as the Western Airborne Contaminants Assessment Project. It is the most comprehensive to date on the distribution and concentration of contaminants outside developed areas, according to the project's scientific director, Dixon Landers with the Environmental Protection Agency.

Higher, colder at greater risk
Contrary to the conventional wisdom that remoteness means less pollution, Landers said many of the parks — particularly those at higher elevations and in colder climates — actually are at higher risk.

Mercury from power plants in China, for example, is borne across the Pacific in clouds that rise up when they hit West Coast mountains. That causes the mercury to drop out of the clouds attached to rain droplets or snowflakes, he said.

Release of the study, which was coordinated by the National Park Service, came after a delay of several months. A Park Service spokeswoman, Colleen Flanagan, said the delay was caused by the time needed to analyze the vast volumes of data collected, from 2002 to 2007.

The study also included researchers from the U.S. Geological Survey and the U.S. Forest Service.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23369797/

Supreme Court hears Exxon Valdez case

$2.5 billion judgment at issue in 19-year-old oil spill incident

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2008

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court on Wednesday seemed inclined to reduce the $2.5 billion award of punitive damages to victims of the Exxon Valdez disaster.

Several justices indicated they think the amount approved by a federal appeals court is too high, although there was no apparent consensus about how much Exxon Mobil Corp. should have to pay for the 1989 accident in which its 987-foot tanker ran aground on a reef and dumped 11 million gallons of oil into Alaska waters.

Justices Anthony Kennedy and David Souter suggested that perhaps a reasonable number would be twice the amount of money the company has paid to compensate victims for economic losses. Walter Dellinger, representing Exxon, said the company has paid about $500 million in such costs.

Overall, Exxon has paid $3.4 billion in fines, penalties, cleanup costs, claims and other expenses resulting from the worst oil spill in U.S. history.

“Exxon gained nothing by what went wrong in this case and paid dearly for it,” Dellinger said, in urging the court to erase the punitive damages judgment that has been upheld by the San Francisco-based 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Stanford University law professor Jeffrey Fisher said the nearly 33,000 commercial fishermen, Native Alaskans, landowners, businesses and local governments he represents have each received about $15,000 so far “for having their lives destroyed.”

Fisher said nothing in prior Supreme Court decisions should cause the justices to overturn the $2.5 billion award, about $75,000 for each plaintiff.

But Souter said the court has struggled for the past decade to limit excessive punitive damages awards and wondered why the justices should not come up with a number in this case.

“Would that be illegitimate or unwise?” he asked Fisher.

“I’ll stick with unwise, Justice Souter,” Fisher said.

It was less clear how the court would resolve the issue of whether the company could be held liable at all for the acts of Exxon Valdez captain Joseph Hazelwood. Hazelwood was not on the ship’s bridge when the accident occurred and had been drinking shortly before it left port, both in violation of Coast Guard rules and company policy.

Justice Samuel Alito, who owns Exxon stock, is not taking part in the case. A 4-4 split on that or any issue would leave the appeals court ruling in place.

Two brothers from Cordova, Alaska, were in line in front of the Supreme Court on Wednesday morning, waiting to watch the arguments inside.

Commercial fisherman Steve Copeland, who was 41 at the time of the spill, said he cannot afford to retire because his business has never recovered from the steep decline it suffered due to the disaster.

His brother, Tom, said that Exxon “needs to get told they need to be a better corporate citizen.”

A jury initially awarded $287 million to compensate for economic losses and $5 billion in punitive damages. The appeals court cut the punitive damages in half. The compensatory damages have been paid.

Exxon argues that long-standing maritime law and the 1970s-era Clean Water Act should bar any punitive damages, which are intended both to punish behavior and deter a repeat. The company says it should not be held accountable for Hazelwood’s reckless conduct.

The plaintiffs say the judgment, representing three weeks of Exxon’s 2006 profit, is rational and proportionate. It takes account of Exxon’s decision to allow Hazelwood to command the ship, despite knowing he had an ongoing drinking problem, the plaintiffs contend.

The case is Exxon Shipping Co. v. Baker, 07-219.

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23367654/

House Passes Renewable Energy Credits 

DAVID M. HERSZENHORNBy 
The New York Times

Thursday, February 28, 2008

WASHINGTON — The House on Wednesday approved a bill to extend more than $17 billion in tax credits and other incentives to encourage the production of energy from solar, wind and other renewable sources, and to promote energy conservation. The bill would be financed by ending tax incentives for oil and natural gas producers.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi pointed to record profits and a need to repeal “subsidies to big oil.” 

Democratic leaders in the House hailed the legislation as a step toward energy independence and a moral victory for protecting the environment, by encouraging production of clean alternative fuels. But the White House threatened to veto the bill, saying it would be a mistake to increase the tax burden on American oil companies. 

Similar legislation has failed to pass the Senate on three occasions over the last year, including an effort in December when the package of tax credits for renewable energy fell just one vote short of the 60 needed to advance it. 

Senate Democrats say they still hope to get it approved. But Senator Pete V. Domenici of New Mexico, the senior Republican on the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, has opposed any effort to end the tax incentives for domestic production of oil and gas.

“Why would you tax oil when we are having troubles, when we aren’t producing enough; we are importing it all?” Mr. Domenici said this month. “A tax on oil production in the United States? It seems kind of dumb to me.” 

In a statement after the House vote, Mr. Domenici denounced the bill and said Democrats were hurting the chances of extending the tax credits for alternative energy by tying them to ending the tax incentives for oil and gas. 

“These tax credits for wind, solar, biomass and other technologies are set to expire at the end of this year,” he said. “It is clear to me that America must pursue all its available resources if we are to meet our energy challenges.” 

During debate on the House floor, however, Democrats sought to frame the issue around the steep increase in gasoline prices and record profits for oil companies, a theme that they intend to focus on through this election year, along with their criticism of the Iraq war.

“Gasoline at the pump has gone up 75 cents, 75 cents since we first took up this legislation,” Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a speech supporting the bill. “Imagine what that means to a household income.” 

“The price at the pump increased 17 cents just in the past two weeks,” Ms. Pelosi, of California, continued. “Just yesterday oil prices reached another new record at $101 per barrel. This is at a time when oil companies are making record profits. Last year, ExxonMobil earned $40.6 billion in profits, the largest corporate profit in American history, and yet the administration refused to repeal billions of dollars in subsidies to big oil.” 

Democrats have insisted on eliminating the tax breaks for oil and gas companies to pay for the alternative energy incentives and thereby adhere to the Democrats’ pay-as-you-go rule, which require any new spending to be offset by cuts or tax increases. 

House Republicans countered that ending the tax incentives for big oil companies would only lead to further increases in the cost of gasoline. And some said that the main beneficiary of the bill would be Venezuela and its state-owned oil company, Citgo. 

“Apparently the majority is more interested in scoring political points than in providing anything close to an energy plan,” said Representative Wally Herger, Republican of California. 

“When our constituents ask us to do something about gas prices, they don’t want us to raise them,” Mr. Herger said. “Yet by increasing taxes on U.S. energy manufacturers by more than $17 billion, this bill creates a significant disincentive for domestic production, decreasing our energy security and increasing our overreliance on uncertain foreign supplies.” 

The Republican leader, Representative John A. Boehner of Ohio, called Democrats irresponsible for pursuing the legislation. 

Environmental groups, however, cheered the plan. “This bill is an important and effective step in strengthening America’s clean energy economy,” Anna Aurilio, the Washington director of Environment America, said in a statement, adding that the bill “would help solve global warming and promote and retain long-term development and growth in the clean energy technology industry.” 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/28/washington/28energy.html?ex=1361854800&en=2b1869e4ca23b7f8&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
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By MIKE McINTIRE

The New York Times

Thursday February 28, 2008

To big rounds of applause, three of the world’s richest men — Richard Branson, Ronald W. Burkle and Vinod Khosla — trooped onto a New York ballroom stage with former President Bill Clinton to pledge support for renewable energy projects to combat global warming and create jobs.

Former President Bill Clinton with Richard Branson in 2006. Both have been involved in efforts on alternative fuels. 

It was September 2006, and the Clinton Global Initiative, the annual star-studded networking event for philanthropists and investors, had generated commitments to spend billions on ethanol and other alternative fuels. Cast as good works, many were also investments by businessmen hoping for a profit.

And sitting in the audience was an influential public official who had also taken an active interest in renewable sources of fuel: Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Several months earlier, Mrs. Clinton had sponsored legislation to provide billions in new federal incentives for ethanol, and, especially in her home state of New York, she has worked to foster a business climate that favors the sort of ethanol investments pursued by her husband’s friends and her political supporters. 

One potential beneficiary is the Yucaipa Companies, a private equity firm where Mr. Clinton has been a senior adviser and whose founder, Mr. Burkle, has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for Mrs. Clinton’s campaigns. Yucaipa has invested millions in Cilion Inc. — a start-up venture also backed by Mr. Branson, the British entrepreneur, and Mr. Khosla, a Silicon Valley venture capitalist — that is building seven ethanol plants around the country. Two are in upstate New York. 

A Cilion executive said Mrs. Clinton’s office had been helpful to the company as it pursued its New York projects. More broadly, by steering federal money, organizing investor forums and offering the services of her staff, she has helped turn the upstate region into an incubator for ventures like Cilion’s, while providing a useful showcase for her energy proposals on the campaign trail.

Certainly Mrs. Clinton is doing what would be expected of a senator trying to stimulate a sagging rural economy in her home state, not to mention a presidential candidate mindful of the importance of ethanol in corn-producing places like Iowa. But her actions take on an added dimension when they intersect with Mr. Clinton’s philanthropic and profit-making endeavors, which have periodically raised questions as Mrs. Clinton seeks the Democratic nomination for president. 

Yucaipa’s partnership with the rulers of Dubai and its investment in a Chinese media company drew attention to Mr. Clinton’s connection to the fund when his wife was preparing her presidential run last year. In December, aides to Mr. Clinton said he was taking steps to end his relationship with Yucaipa to avoid potential conflicts of interest or political imbroglios for his wife, should she become the Democratic nominee.

Representatives of the Clintons declined repeated requests for comment that included a detailed set of questions submitted to Mrs. Clinton’s campaign more than a week ago.

Because Mr. Burkle’s Yucaipa funds are private, and the Clintons have refused to release their tax returns, details of Yucaipa’s investments and Mr. Clinton’s potential to profit from them are not publicly available. Last year, after Mr. Clinton published a book on philanthropy that extols the virtues of investing in renewable energy and contains a reference to Cilion, a spokesman for the former president told New York magazine that he consulted for Yucaipa on renewable energy investments but was not involved in Cilion.

On Wednesday, a spokesman for Yucaipa declined to say how much it had invested in Cilion, but said it amounted to less than 5 percent of the company’s equity — small by Yucaipa standards, but enough for it to be represented on Cilion’s board. He said Mr. Clinton did not stand to profit from Yucaipa’s investment in Cilion.

Under an agreement with Mr. Burkle in 2002, Mr. Clinton was to provide advice and find investment opportunities for several domestic and foreign funds in Yucaipa’s portfolio, and would receive a share of the profits from those funds. On a financial disclosure report that Mrs. Clinton filed as a presidential candidate last year, Mr. Clinton listed several direct investments through Yucaipa, including one in a Brazilian sugar-cane ethanol company founded by Mr. Khosla, but Cilion was not among them.

Mrs. Clinton is far from alone in proposing increased federal incentives for renewable energy — her opponent, Senator Barack Obama of Illinois, backs even greater spending on biofuels — and not all of her actions on ethanol would benefit the interests of Mr. Clinton and his associates. She has voted to preserve a tariff on Brazilian ethanol imports, which helps domestic ethanol producers but works against investors in Brazilian facilities.

In fact, Mrs. Clinton had long opposed ethanol subsidies, but in May 2006, she switched gears and introduced a bill to create a $50 billion “strategic energy fund” to expand the use of ethanol and other alternative fuels. The bill, which was reintroduced last year, would direct billions of dollars to develop cellulosic ethanol, an experimental fuel made from organic materials other than corn.

In addition to the legislation, Mrs. Clinton has spent an increasing amount of time in upstate New York, promoting the region as fertile territory for renewable energy projects. In Lockport in July 2006, she said she was working with the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry — which has offered technical assistance to Cilion and other companies in the region — to support locally produced ethanol, rather than “just relying on corn in the Midwest.”

“Because I want New York farmers, I want farmers around the country, to participate in this,” she said. “It’s going to take building production facilities, and we’re starting to do that.”

Several business and academic leaders in the region said they had crossed paths more than once with Mr. Clinton, Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Khosla on the issue of biofuels, specifically cellulosic ethanol.

Cornelius B. Murphy Jr., president of the environmental college, said Mrs. Clinton became very active in assisting the school’s renewable energy projects starting in late 2005, and has since been involved in about eight events with the college. In 2006, the college also heard from Mr. Clinton, who wanted to talk to experts there about cellulosic ethanol and the concept of using forest products in place of corn.

“I’m amazed at how much her husband has picked up on this,” Dr. Murphy said of the former president. “He was very interested in the growth of energy feed stocks and how that could be worked into an integrated biorefinery.”

One of the biggest champions of cellulosic ethanol is Cilion’s founder, Mr. Khosla, a co-founder of Sun Microsystems who has grown close to Mr. Clinton in recent years through a mutual interest in renewable energy. In November, at a renewable energy forum in Iowa that was attended by some of the presidential candidates, Mr. Khosla opened his PowerPoint presentation with a quote from Mr. Clinton on the economic benefits of green investments.

Mr. Khosla provided seed money to create Cilion in June 2006, and shortly before the Clinton Global Initiative that September, Cilion announced it had received $160 million more, including an unspecified amount from Yucaipa. He is also backing another company, the Mascoma Corporation, which wants to build a plant in the Rochester area that will convert forest products, like wood chips and switch grass, into cellulosic ethanol.

Mr. Khosla did not respond to a request for comment.

Although Cilion uses corn, it hopes to eventually make cellulosic ethanol once the technology becomes commercially viable, said Jerry Wilhelm, the company’s executive vice president. Mr. Wilhelm said Cilion, which also has projects in California, Pennsylvania and Washington State, picked New York because of its large potential ethanol market, the availability of farmland and local support.

Mr. Wilhelm said that the New York projects were at an early stage, but that Mrs. Clinton “definitely has been helpful,” not only in writing letters but also in her general support of renewable energy initiatives in the region.

“We’ve gotten some letters of support from her that we’ve used in the permitting process,” he said in an interview. “We haven’t asked for a lot, but what we’ve asked from her, she’s responded.”

Late Wednesday, Yucaipa disputed that Mrs. Clinton had written any letters on behalf of Cilion. Efforts to reach Mr. Wilhelm to clarify the matter were unsuccessful.

Cilion’s efforts to set up a base of operations in upstate New York included joining the board of the Greater Rochester Enterprise, a nonprofit group that promotes business opportunities in the region. The group, which provided Cilion with office space and made introductions to key people, has worked closely with Mrs. Clinton on several renewable energy initiatives.

Mrs. Clinton arranged for the group to work with the U.S. Green Buildings Council to produce a report on the economic benefits of renewable fuels and energy conservation in the Rochester area, where both of Cilion’s ethanol projects are. The report concluded, among other things, that there should be more incentives to use locally generated renewable energy, and it cited a Cilion project, along with several others, as an example of available resources.

The 17-page report, which devotes a full page to Mrs. Clinton and mentions her eight times, “would not have happened without the senator,” said Dennis M. Mullen, president of the Greater Rochester Enterprise.

“We have met with the senator on numerous occasions, not only on ethanol but also other issues,” Mr. Mullen said. “She has helped us promote that in numerous ways.”

Cilion, meanwhile, recently revamped its Web site and added comments from Mrs. Clinton and other presidential candidates to illustrate the depth of political support for ethanol. The new site quotes Mrs. Clinton saying the country needs “an Apollo-like effort” to invest in renewable energy, and it provides a link to her strategic energy fund at hillaryclinton.com.

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/28/us/politics/28ethanol.html?pagewanted=1&ei=5088&en=0a529f30f87448d1&ex=1361854800&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss

Mine Water Poses Danger of a Toxic Gusher 
By DAN FROSCH

The New York Times

Published: February 28, 2008

LEADVILLE, Colo. — In a snowswept trailer park, Emily Medina wakes each morning wondering whether she will be washed away by toxic water that local officials fear could burst from a decaying mine tunnel near her home. 

Like many of the 2,800 people in this old mining town, where wealthy prospectors and infamous gunslingers once flocked, Ms. Medina, a housekeeper at a hotel in Vail, is afraid of losing her property, or worse. 

“They should get us out of here,” she said. “They need to do something before it’s too late.” 

This month, Lake County commissioners declared a state of emergency over concerns that rising levels of contaminated water could burst from the Leadville Mine Drainage Tunnel and flood the town. 

For years, the federal Bureau of Reclamation and the Environmental Protection Agency have bickered over what to do about the aging tunnel, which stretches 2.1 miles and has become dammed by debris. The debris is holding back more than a billion gallons of water, much of it tainted with toxic levels of cadmium, zinc and manganese.

The threat posed by the tunnel is the latest misfortune for the town, which is grappling with the wreckage of more than a century of mining. 

“Everybody made a lot of money in Leadville,” said Ken Olsen, a county commissioner. “They left years ago, and we’ve had to clean up after them ever since.”

In the late 1800s, a gold and silver boom made Leadville one of Colorado’s most colorful places, drawing the likes of the Guggenheims. Legend has it that Doc Holliday fought his final gunfight here. 

Gold and silver gave way to zinc and lead mining, encouraged by the federal government for the war effort during World War II and the Korean War. Molybdenum, used to fortify steel, was blasted out of the mountains for years at the Climax mine.

In 1983, the E.P.A. listed the area as a Superfund site because of mine tailings and runoff. Three years later, after a sharp decline in the price of molybdenum, the Climax mine shut down, stripping Leadville of its heart. 

“So many people had to leave the community,” said Bob Elder, a retired mining engineer. “A lot of us felt lost. There was no life left here for quite a while.” 

The town has recast itself as a tourist destination — North America’s highest incorporated city, at 10,152 feet, where people can peruse its tiny Victorian-style main street, drink at the Silver Dollar Saloon or ride a scenic railroad. Miners have been replaced by Mexican immigrants, who commute over the mountains to work at ski resorts. 

Abandoned mine shafts honeycomb the surrounding hillsides. The old drainage tunnel, built by the federal government in 1943 to drain hundreds of these shafts, began falling apart in the 1970s, causing water to pool. In 2005, the E.P.A. offered to start pumping the clogged water toward a Bureau of Reclamation plant, which treats the water flowing through the tunnel; but the bureau contended that the additional water was part of the E.P.A.’s Superfund cleanup responsibility. A plan for the state to take over the plant subsequently fell through.

Last year, the warnings grew louder. Brad Littlepage, who manages the Bureau of Reclamation treatment plant, says he told supervisors, to no avail, about the tunnel’s deterioration. The risk, as he and other experts saw it, was that pressure from the backed-up water had become so intense that it threatened to burst through the blockages and cascade out of the tunnel.

A spokesman for the Bureau of Reclamation, Peter Soeth, said that Mr. Littlepage’s concerns had been considered but that the agency’s experts had concluded that the tunnel’s condition did not pose an immediate threat. 

Last November, Robert E. Robert, a regional administrator for the E.P.A., sent a letter to the bureau warning of the possibility of a “potentially catastrophic release of water” from the tunnel.

Since May 2005, the level of water has risen 50 feet, creating a pool that is now 150 feet deep, said Jord Gertson, a hydrogeologist who works for the E.P.A. 

A substantial snowpack this winter has put even more pressure on the tunnel. 

For the Lake County commissioners, the bureaucratic wrangling had gone on long enough. The commissioners’ state of emergency declaration on Feb. 13 brought a visit from Senator Ken Salazar, a letter from Gov. Bill Ritter Jr. to President Bush and a hearing last week at the State Capitol. Despite the frustration, Mayor Bud Elliott worries that the attention will harm Leadville’s economy. Two days after the county’s declaration, the town was notified that its property and liability insurance would not be renewed because it had become too risky, Mr. Elliott said. 

“People are canceling vacations,” he said. “We’ve had two children withdrawn from school because their parents are afraid.” 

The E.P.A. has since agreed to spend $1.5 million to drill into the tunnel and begin pumping the water into the Bureau of Reclamation’s treatment facility. 

One frigid evening last week, a test of emergency sirens rang out through the trailer park where Ms. Medina and 300 other people live. Shania Sooter, 9, clasped her hands to her ears. “They’re going to show us what to do in case there’s a flood from the mine,” she said.

As a muffled recording broadcast warnings in English and Spanish, a herd of elk wandered down from the mountains. Down the road, peering out from behind the peaks, the yellow lights from the old Climax mine continued to burn through the night.

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/28/us/28leadville.html?ex=1361854800&en=1610a72f1191c1a0&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss

E.P.A. Staff Lobbied Boss on Decision on Emissions 

By MATTHEW L. WALD
The New York Times

Thursday February 27, 2008

WASHINGTON — Senior nonpolitical staff members at the Environmental Protection Agency wrote an impassioned plea for a former agency chief to deliver to the current E.P.A. administrator about an important decision on greenhouse gas emissions from cars, according to documents released Tuesday by a Senate committee.

The “talking points” for use by William K. Reilly, the administrator from 1989 to 1993, in a conversation with the current E.P.A. leader, Stephen L. Johnson, ask of Mr. Johnson: “You have to find a way to get this done. If you cannot, you will face a pretty big personal decision about whether you are able to stay in the job under those circumstances.”

The decision facing Mr. Johnson involved California’s request to set rules for the emissions, which were to be adopted by 16 other states as well. He rejected the request in December, saying that federal authority pre-empted state action. His decision on the standards, which were vigorously opposed by the auto industry, created a furor among state officials and environmental groups. 

The document by the senior E.P.A. staff members is unusual in its tone and in its very nature. Civil servants, who expect to have careers that stretch across several presidents and agency heads, work for the “politicals,” those appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate, but they seldom work with ones whose terms are over. 

“This is a choice only you can make, but I ask you to think about the history and the future of the agency in making it,” the document said, adding that if Mr. Johnson denied the request, “I fear the credibility of the agency that we both love will be irreparably damaged.”

The document was released Tuesday by Senator Barbara Boxer, Democrat of California, who wants the denial reversed. She said the draft, as well as internal agency e-mail messages she released, demonstrated that the E.P.A. was “in crisis.” Mr. Johnson’s decisions, she said, “went against the professional scientists and the professional legal experts.” 

The talking points were drafted by Christopher Grundler, deputy director of the Office of Transportation and Air Quality at the agency, for his boss, Margo T. Oge. She declined to comment on the draft on Tuesday.

Mr. Reilly said in a telephone interview that he had requested the talking points before a telephone conversation with Mr. Johnson but did not recall using most of them. Instead, he said, he emphasized that when he was the administrator, he approved nine requests from California, even one that he thought would not work, electric cars, but that he thought federal law required him to let the state try.

Mr. Reilly now lives in San Francisco, where he runs a private equity firm that invests in companies involved in water and renewable energy; he also serves on the boards of ConocoPhillips and DuPont. He said he was not representing anyone but himself when he spoke to Mr. Johnson. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/27/us/27epa.html?_r=1&scp=5&sq=environment&st=nyt&oref=slogin

There Will Be Floods 

By ALEX PRUD’HOMME

The New York Times

Thursday February 27, 2008

LAST month, a 30-foot section of levee ruptured in Fernley, Nev. While the cause of the breach, which swamped 450 homes and forced dozens of people to evacuate, is unknown, anyone familiar with the drowning of New Orleans by Hurricane Katrina will tell you this: Levees fail. 

Indeed, there are more than 100 antiquated earthen berms across the country in danger of collapsing. What happened in Nevada is a harbinger of a much larger problem nationwide. 

In Texas City, Tex., for instance, levees protect 50,000 residents and $6 billion worth of property, including almost 5 percent of the nation’s oil-refining capacity. Imagine the consequences, in this day of $100-a-barrel oil, if those defenses fail. 

Even more vulnerable are the 1,100 miles of levees in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, north of San Francisco. Cobbled together 150 years ago to provide farmland, they are now part of an intricate, fragile system that supplies fresh water to California, the eighth-largest economy in the world. 

On a recent visit, I noticed that the water had risen nearly to the top of the levee on one side, while the land had subsided at least 30 feet below on the other side. The water pressure against the decrepit berm was palpable. Should the levee crack, be overtopped by a storm or liquefied by an earthquake, saltwater will surge inland, destroying lives, perhaps flooding Sacramento and paralyzing California.

A year ago the United States Army Corps of Engineers, which builds and maintains many of these levees, admitted that 122 are at risk of failure. California, with 37 at-risk levees, and Washington State, with 19, are the worst off. But the list includes levees near Albuquerque, Detroit, Hartford, Honolulu, Los Angeles, Omaha and Washington. 

These levees were designed poorly and built of whatever material was close at hand — clay, soft soil, sand mixed with seashells. Tree roots, shifting stones and rodents weaken them further. The land the berms are built on often subsides, while the waters they restrain constantly probe for weak spots.

Sadly, America’s flood-protection system has long been undermined by bureaucratic turf wars, chronic underfinancing by Congress and a lack of political leadership. The heart of the problem is the Corps of Engineers, which Congress has “streamlined” relentlessly for decades, imperiling its mission through budget cuts and neglect. The Corps has a good set of engineering guidelines for levees, but it doesn’t always follow them. Now largely staffed by civilians, the Corps has a backlog of projects it does not have the money to accomplish. 

Business has also ignored the levee problem. Developers, abetted by the Supreme Court’s vague 2006 ruling on the Clean Water Act, have rushed to fill in wetlands and build in floodplains. 

But water is an inexorable force that, sooner or later, will assert itself. This is a lesson others have taken to heart. In 1953, a hurricane in the North Sea breached dikes and flooded the Netherlands, setting off a period of national soul-searching. Realizing that they had suffered from poor engineering and communication, the Dutch spent billions of dollars to create a world-class flood control system and are now armed for a once-in-10,000-year event. 

The United States isn’t even prepared for a once-in-100-year event. In light of climate change, we need to emulate the Netherlands and make flood protection a national priority. 

For starters, we need to reinvigorate the Army Corps of Engineers and give it a mandate to build and maintain a coherent, robust, nationwide flood protection system — as opposed to the ineffective, piecemeal measures that failed so catastrophically in New Orleans. 

Second, the laws stemming from the 1928 Flood Protection Act, which immunize the Corps from prosecution when its levees fail, must be repealed. Already, the Corps has quietly begun to decertify some of its levees, effectively abdicating responsibility when disaster strikes.

And finally, citizens and businesses who benefit from levees should apply their skills and resources to their upkeep. For years, we have relied on dredging, bulldozing and building ever-taller walls to control nature. Instead, the Corps should work with other government agencies, businesses, scientists and environmental groups to develop a greener, more intelligent system that integrates traditional engineering with natural defenses like wetlands, islands and reeds. Such an approach will be costly and require maintenance, but will prove far more effective than our current methods. 

The need to eliminate dangerous levees gives Congress the chance to rethink land and water use, and how they are connected. We should integrate nature and technology, build only in areas that can be adequately protected and allow some wetlands to return to their naturally unconstrained state. After all, experts say, there are only two types of levees: those that have failed, and those that will fail. If we have learned anything from Hurricane Katrina, it’s that we cannot simply wish natural flooding away. 

Alex Prud’homme, the co-author with Julia Child of “My Life in France,” is writing a book about water. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/27/opinion/27prudhomme.html?scp=4&sq=climate+change&st=nyt

MTI shows methanol fuel cell prototypes

The models could serve a phone or camera, providing energy longer and recharging faster.

By Martyn Williams, PC World 

The Washington Post
Thursday, February 28, 2008

MTI Micro has unveiled prototype Direct Methanol Fuel Cells (DMFC) that can keep portable electronics products running for longer than conventional batteries and make recharging much easier. 

The fuel cell prototypes, which are based on several years of development work at the company, include a sleek model fitted to the back of a Samsung BlackJack smart phone and one packed into a battery grip of the size already used on digital SLR (single lens reflex) cameras. They will be on show at the Fuel Cell Expo, which opens in Tokyo on Wednesday. 

DMFCs produce electricity from a reaction between methanol, water and air. The only by-products of the reaction are a small amount of water vapor and carbon dioxide, so the fuel cells are typically seen as a much greener form of energy than traditional batteries. A big advantage of DMFCs is that they can be replenished with a new cartridge of methanol in seconds. 

"It's a completely grid-free environment," said Peng Lim, chief executive officer of Mechanical Technology Inc. (MTI), in an interview. "Recharging without plugging into the wall is very important for travelers." 

The cell-phone DMFC prototype takes advantage of this quick replenish and potentially offers an immediate recharge when the battery dies, while the camera DMFC provides twice the energy of a Lithium Ion battery-based grip, he said. 

The latter manages double the energy by combining a fuel cell and battery in the same case. The camera runs off the battery power, but the fuel cell has the ability to charge the battery once, so the combination provides double the energy. The cell-phone DMFC also includes a battery, but it contains just enough power to boot up the phone while the cell starts operation. 

On the rear of the DMFC is a heat exchanger about the size of two postage stamps. It provides cooling for the system and allows the excess water produced in the reaction to evaporate into the air. In use it doesn't get hot but it does get warm -- about the same as a laptop computer. MTI says it should be fine to keep in a pocket without overheating, but whether users want a warm cell phone close to their skin remains to be seen. However the device is a proof of concept, and work remains to be done on it, so a cooler running DMFC could be possible by the time it's commercialized. 

Before the DMFCs like the two prototypes are commercialized, MTI plans to bring onto the market a DMFC-based charger. 

A prototype of that was also demonstrated. With a USB power socket on its side, it can recharge any number of portable electronic devices and even run them if they use a sufficiently small amount of power. Each refill cartridge for the recharger has enough methanol to recharge a cell phone about eight to 10 times, said Lim. 

A road warrior should be able to survive away from a wall jack for a month with that much power, and then get another month by inserting a new methanol cartridge. 

MTI is looking to partner with OEM companies to sell the rechargers, which it says will be ready for commercial production in 2009. It has already signed a deal with Duracell for distribution of the fuel cell cartridges, he said. 

MTI isn't the only company pursuing DMFC technology. Others, like Japan's Toshiba, have been showing prototypes for years -- but none have reached the market. 

Their debut has been partly delayed by hassles getting the methanol fuel onboard aircraft, but the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has approved uncompressed methanol fuel cartridges for carriage on planes, and several countries including the U.K., Canada, Japan and China have adjusted local rules to match. The U.S. is currently in the process of clearing DMFCs for take-off. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/02/28/AR2008022800057.html

L.A. backs cargo fee as part of port clean-air effort

The Harbor Department will charge $35 for each loaded container carried by trucks, with the proceeds going to buy vehicles that use cleaner fuels.

By David Zahniser

The Los Angeles Times 
Thursday February 28, 2008 

The Los Angeles City Council backed the first phase of Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa's clean-truck program Wednesday, imposing a cargo fee that will raise roughly $800 million to buy new and alternative-fuel trucks for haulers operating at the Port of Los Angeles.

The council unanimously endorsed a Board of Harbor Commissioners ban on all diesel trucks built before 1989 from the port starting Oct. 1. The ban, which is also taking effect in the Port of Long Beach, will be expanded in 2012 to include diesel trucks built before 2007.

The vote paves the way for the Los Angeles Harbor Department to impose a $35 fee on each loaded container that moves through the harbor, except those moved by rail. The fees will be used to subsidize the purchase of trucks retrofitted with cleaner diesel technology or engines that run on liquid natural gas.

The Harbor Commission, whose members are appointed by Villaraigosa, are scheduled to vote this year on a spending plan for the truck money. The panel also must decide whether to approve a proposal backed by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters that would eliminate independent truck drivers at the Los Angeles port, requiring all drivers to be employed by trucking companies.

The Port of Long Beach balked at that provision last week. But Los Angeles City Councilwoman Janice Hahn urged harbor commissioners in Los Angeles to pass the measure, which is backed by environmental groups and the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy, a nonprofit group focused on increasing wages and health benefits for workers across the region.

"The missing piece of this is making sure these truck driving jobs are good-paying jobs," said Hahn, who represents the port neighborhoods of San Pedro and Wilmington. "We need people driving these trucks who are well paid and can afford to keep these beautiful new trucks in good working condition."

Harbor Commission President S. David Freeman would not say how he will vote on the employee provision of the truck plan until he hears from port Executive Director Geraldine Knatz. "When the staff makes a recommendation and puts it on the agenda, I will express myself at the meeting," he said.

Also Wednesday, the council voted to spend $13.5 million to help 10 private companies buy 117 trucks powered by liquid natural gas. The Port of Long Beach will contribute an additional $8 million as part of that purchase.

david.zahniser@latimes.com
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-me-trucks28feb28,1,1174219.story

Supreme Court may be divided over Exxon Valdez damages

Several justices seem likely to slash the record punitive award in the oil-spill case.

By David G. Savage

The Los Angeles Times
Thursday February 28, 2008 

WASHINGTON -- Nearly 19 years after the Exxon Valdez oil spill fouled Alaska's Prince William Sound, the Supreme Court debated Wednesday whether the world's largest oil company must pay a record $2.5 billion in punitive damages.

The eight justices who heard the case appeared closely split, although several of them said they were looking for a way to reduce the size of the award. Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. sat out the case because he is an Exxon stockholder. His stock holdings could prove costly to the company: A tie vote would have the effect of affirming the $2.5-billion verdict.

No one disputed that the oil spill was an extraordinary disaster. The company's lawyer described it as "one of the worst environmental tragedies in U.S. maritime history."

And no one disputed that Exxon was responsible for paying for the cleanup and for the losses suffered by fishermen, cannery workers and other Alaska residents. Exxon paid $900 million in cleanup costs, and a jury ordered it to pay $287 million to 32,000 Alaskans, many of whom lost their livelihoods when the fishing industry was destroyed.

At issue Wednesday was whether extra damages were needed to punish Exxon for corporate recklessness.

In 1994, a jury in Alaska imposed $5 billion in punitive damages, money that would go to the plaintiffs. Years of appeals followed, and the verdict was cut in half. During this same stretch, the Supreme Court began putting limits on punitive damages, believing the amount should be tied to the actual harm. 

The case heard Wednesday was unusual because it was apparently the first before the high court involving punitive damages for an accident on the high seas. 

In centuries past, maritime law shielded ship owners from being punished for damage caused by their vessels. This made sense during the era of sailing ships, said Justice David H. Souter. "In those days, when a ship put to sea, the ship was sort of a floating world by itself," he said. It was gone and out of the control of its owner for months, even years, until it returned to port. 

Representing Exxon, Washington lawyer Walter Dellinger cited this principle of maritime law and urged the court to throw out the entire punitive verdict. He cited the case of the Amiable Nancy in 1818 as having set a historical precedent shielding ship owners.

But his argument quickly ran aground. "It's rather, I think, an exaggeration to call it a long line of settled decisions in maritime law," said Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Souter and others also noted that times have changed. These days, ship owners can control where their ships go. 

As a fallback, Dellinger argued that the $2.5-billion verdict was too high. He cited several federal laws that fine those who pollute the environment. Typically, he said, these legal fines may total millions of dollars, but not billions.



He also urged the justices to keep in mind that the spill was an accident: "This was not an intentional act. It was not malicious. The company did not make one dollar of profit."

But Stanford law professor Jeffrey L. Fisher, representing the Alaskan workers, said Exxon deserved to be punished for "putting a drunken master in charge of a supertanker."

He said the jury heard testimony that Exxon officials knew Captain Joseph Hazelwood was an alcoholic and had 33 reports that he had gone back to drinking. "Up and down the corporation, for three years, upper management was receiving reports that this man was drinking aboard the vessel," Fisher said.

On March 24, 1989, Hazelwood had been drinking and left the bridge of the supertanker. The third mate left in charge failed to turn the giant ship in time, and it hit Bligh Reef. About 11 million gallons of crude oil were spilled. 

Fisher said the captain was an agent of Exxon's management. "It is perfectly appropriate to expose the corporation to punitive damages based on the reckless acts of such an individual," he said.

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Antonin Scalia questioned why a corporation should be punished if one of its officials violates its corporate policy. Exxon had a firm policy against drinking. 

"What if there is a breach of the corporate policy? What more can a corporation do?" Roberts asked.

Fisher said the company should have enforced its policy. "There was no serious enforcement," he said, since the warnings about Hazelwood were ignored.

Three other justices -- Anthony M. Kennedy, Stephen G. Breyer and Souter -- said they saw a need to reduce the punitive damages. 

Kennedy and Souter said it might make sense to limit punitive damages to twice the amount of compensatory damages. If that view were adopted, the punitive verdict in this case would have been limited to about $600 million.

Breyer strongly hinted that he would vote to reduce the award. "This is a very dramatic accident . . . but there are accidents every day," he said. He questioned whether "negligence or recklessness is now going to be not only imputed to the corporation but subject [to] punitives. . . . It will be a new world for the shipping industry."

If the justices are evenly divided in this case, Exxon vs. Baker, they could hand down a one-line order next week. More likely, however, they will work on writing an opinion to be handed down in several months.

david.savage@latimes.com
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-na-scotus28feb28,1,6356166.story

Court rejects California limits on ship emissions

Appellate judges say the state needs federal approval for the regulation, which was designed to cut pollution generated by ports.

By Marla Cone

The Los Angeles Times
Thursday, February 28, 2008 

A federal appeals court Wednesday rejected a state regulation that reduced emissions from ships, dealing a blow to California's attempt to combat one of the major sources of smog-forming pollution in the Los Angeles region.

The ruling means that the state must seek federal approval before imposing pollution limits on the thousands of cargo ships, cruise ships and other marine vessels that visit its ports.

The U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco ruled that California's new regulation is preempted by federal law. The Clean Air Act allows California to set its own standards for various vehicles and engines if it receives waivers from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The state argued that in this case it didn't technically need a waiver, but the judges disagreed.

Ships sailing into the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles are considered a major source of particulates, nitrogen oxides and sulfur, pollutants that cause the region to frequently violate federal health standards.

Microscopic soot from diesel engines can lodge in lungs, triggering heart attacks, asthma and other cardiovascular and respiratory problems, scientists say. Diesel exhaust has also been linked to lung cancer.

The ruling is the second setback in two months to California's efforts to combat air pollution rather than wait for federal action.

For four decades, the state has adopted its own regulations for cars, trucks, factories, consumer products and other sources of air pollution, often prompting the federal government to set similar standards.

Since the 1970s, the EPA has granted California hundreds of waivers allowing it to set its own emission standards.

But in December, the agency denied the state's request to impose standards to reduce greenhouse gases from automobiles.

The EPA administrator has argued that, unlike smog and diesel fumes, climate change is a global problem, not a state one.

The California Air Resources Board immediately stopped enforcing the ship rule Wednesday as its attorneys debated their options. They will either appeal to the Supreme Court or seek a waiver from the EPA.

Air board officials said the court ruling will delay, but not stop, emission limits on the ships.

"This is critical to protecting public health, particularly around ports," said air board spokeswoman Gennet Paauwe. "It is part of our large plan to cut emissions, particularly for the ports and goods-movement sectors."

The ship rule was adopted by the air board in 2005 and implemented last year. It addressed the use of auxiliary diesel engines within 24 nautical miles of the coast. Such engines, which often run on highly polluting bunker fuel, provide power for onboard electricity.

The engines emit an estimated 1,400 tons a year of particulates in the L.A. Basin and account for about 15% of the region's diesel emissions, according to a 2005 air board report.

The Pacific Merchant Shipping Assn., a San Francisco-based group of shipping companies, filed suit to block enforcement of the rule. A federal district court sided with the association in August, and Wednesday's ruling reaffirms that decision.

In June, the air board is scheduled to consider a separate regulation for the main engines that propel ships. The court ruling could mean that California would first have to seek EPA authorization.

John McLaurin, president of the shipping association, said the industry prefers federal or international standards, "which will ensure consistent application of air quality rules and meaningful emissions reductions throughout the world."

Some shipping companies have already complied with the rule by switching to low-sulfur fuels, lowering speeds voluntarily or using shore-side electrical power. In 2004, nearly 10,000 oceangoing ships visited California ports, half of them container ships.

"This lawsuit was not about whether emissions from vessels should be reduced but about who should have the jurisdiction to impose and enforce requirements on international trade," McLaurin said.

Attorneys for the air board contended that the regulation applied only to old engines, not to new ones, so they argued that they did not need EPA authorization because it was not an emissions standard.

Two environmental groups, the city of Long Beach and the South Coast Air Quality Management District intervened in the case in support of the state board.

"Our staff decided to go ahead and regulate because we felt we did have regulatory authority," Paauwe said.

The court rejected that argument, calling the regulation an emissions standard and citing similar rulings by other courts.

State officials do not know whether the EPA is likely to approve a waiver for the ship rule. State and local control of air pollution from ships, airplanes and railroads has long been controversial because of laws safeguarding interstate commerce and concerns that such rules should be international.

marla.cone@latimes.com 

http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-me-ships28feb28,1,2429723.story

Court tosses state ship emissions standard

By Bob Egelko
The San Francisco Chronicle 
Thursday, February 28, 2008

(02-27) 12:58 PST SAN FRANCISCO -- California must get the federal government's approval before limiting sulfur emissions from ocean-going ships that enter the state's waters, a federal appeals court ruled Wednesday.

The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals barred the state Air Resources Board from enforcing a rule that would require ships to use low-sulfur fuel, instead of dirtier bunker fuel, on auxiliary diesel engines within 24 miles of the coast.

Auxiliary engines run electric generators on the ships. The state board has also been considering rules that would limit pollution from the diesel engines that power the ships themselves but has not yet formally proposed those regulations.

Regulations of offshore emissions are "critical to our clean-air program, particularly for people who live and work near the ports," said board spokeswoman Gennet Paauwe. The restrictions took effect in January 2007 but were blocked in August by a federal judge, who said California needed approval from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency before enforcing clean-air standards. 

The appeals court allowed the limits to go back into effect in October, but the three-judge panel ruled Wednesday that the low-sulfur requirements require EPA approval.

The ruling came in a suit by the Pacific Merchant Shipping Association, which represents the ship owners. Its members have been complying voluntarily with the state restrictions since they took effect, and some will probably continue to use low-sulfur fuel even though it costs more than bunker fuel, said John McLaurin, the association's president.

"We weren't challenging the regulation of sulfur content," he said. "We were looking for consistency and uniformity. 

"If the state gets a waiver (from the EPA), that becomes a de facto national standard for our industry. We want to avoid a patchwork quilt of regulations," from individual states, air districts and ports, McLaurin said.

State Attorney General Jerry Brown, whose office represented the Air Resources Board, said lawyers are studying the ruling to see if the board can rewrite its regulations and implement them without EPA approval. He said he would also recommend that the board ask the full appeals court for a rehearing.

The state is loath to apply to the EPA because the agency is slow to act and "they're very lax in their enforcement of the Clean Air Act," said Brown, who has been dueling with the federal agency on other air-pollution issues.

Brown has asked the EPA on the state's behalf to regulate ships' emissions of greenhouse gases, which contribute to global warming, and has also sued the agency over its refusal to let California enforce limits on greenhouse gases from cars and trucks.

The state has argued that it does not need federal permission to regulate fuel content near the shoreline. Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., has introduced legislation that would require the federal government to limit sulfur emissions from offshore vessels. 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/02/28/BAS2V9LT4.DTL

CALIFORNIA Parks less than pristine

Dangerous levels of toxics imperil humans, wildlife

By Peter Fimrite
San Francisco Chronicle
Thursday, February 28, 2008

The fallout of industrialization has been detected in the forests of the western United States, where some of the country's most pristine sanctuaries are apparently coated with dangerous levels of toxic chemicals.

A federal study released this week found surprisingly high concentrations of 70 contaminants, including mercury and a wide variety of pesticides. The pollution was found in the air, snow, lakes, on plants and in the fish at 20 national parks and monuments, including Yosemite.

The six-year, $6 million study by the National Park Service, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and several other federal agencies was the first attempt to measure the affect of airborne contaminants on the ecosystem of national forests.

The mostly man-made toxic substances were apparently spewed into the atmosphere and wafted down like gas into the wild forests of Alaska, remote portions of the Rockies and the redwoods of California.

"It's a fundamental law of nature that what goes up comes down," said Colleen Flanagan, an ecologist for the National Park Service Air resources Division, who admitted that she and the other scientists did not expect to find the amount of contaminants they found.

"The sky isn't falling, but it's a wake-up call."

Three California parks were included in the study - Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings Canyon and Mount Lassen Volcanic national parks. 

Of the eight key parks that were the primary focus of the study, Sequoia and Kings Canyon was one of the three worst in terms of the amount of toxic chemicals found within its boundaries. Contaminants were also found in lichens and conifer needles at Yosemite and Lassen, which were among 12 secondary parks that underwent a less-rigorous review. 

The most disturbing part of the study, known as the Western Airborne Contaminants Assessment Project, was the discovery of mercury, apparently from coal-fired power plants, PCBs from industrial plants and the banned insecticides dieldrin and DDT, according to Flanagan. 

All of those substances have been linked to health problems in humans, including nervous, immune system and reproductive failures. Flanagan said the chemicals also have the ability to bio-accumulate, meaning their health effects intensify as they move up the food chain.

Fish at Sequoia and Kings Canyon, Mount Rainier, Olympic, Glacier, Rocky Mountain, Gates of the Arctic and Denali national parks and Alaska's Noatak National Preserve exceeded human-consumption thresholds set by the EPA for the various contaminants, which are described in the report as "semi-volatile organic compounds," or SOCs.

Mercury levels in fish at all eight parks and DDT levels at Glacier and Sequoia and Kings Canyon exceeded health thresholds set for wildlife that eat the fish. 

"We found some of the highest concentrations of mercury in the Alaska fish," said Dixon Landers, a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency specialist who was the project's scientific director.

Landers explained that the large watershed lands in Alaska actually assist the dispersal of mercury. But, he said, the most polluted sites were in the contiguous United States.

"Sequoia and Kings Canyon, Glacier and Rocky Mountain tended to have the highest overall concentrations of SOCs," he said. 

The contaminants actually caused some male trout to develop female organs in Rocky Mountain and Glacier national parks, according to the report. And, said Landers, the study tended to show that cold, remote, high-elevation sites were at higher risk of being sprinkled with toxic chemicals.

There is no way of knowing exactly where the contaminants came from, but the highest concentrations of pesticides were found in parks closest to agriculture. Conversely, contaminants like mercury were more prevalent in parks that were downwind from coal-burning plants.

"What we found was that contaminants tended to come from local or regional sources rather than transpacific sources, like Asia," Flanagan said.

The obvious solution, according to the researchers, is to curb emissions from coal-burning plants, tighten regulations on pesticide use and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. That may be easier said than done, especially when some of the pollution is coming from overseas. Landers said the contaminants in Alaska probably came from Asia and Europe, where they mingled with the clouds, traveled across the ocean and dropped down with the rain and snow. 

"It can stay in the air for a year or two," Landers said. "You can't point to one particular source as being the major contributor, although we do know that China has become the number one user of coal in the world."

Ultimately, he said, it means that even the Earth's most pristine wilderness is not safe from the bombardment of pollution caused by man.

"The most stunning thing about the report is that there are just so many chemicals in some of the most pristine places we have in the United States," said Mark Wenzler, the director of clean air and climate programs for the National Parks Conservation Association. "This reports conclusively shows that activities many miles away can have major impacts and that what we put up today will continue to fall in our national parks decades into the future. If we truly value our national parks, we have to protect beyond their borders." 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/02/28/BAVNV9LBE.DTL

Justices seem inclined to trim Exxon damages

Top court hears arguments over 1989 Alaska spill

By Mark Sherman, Associated Press

San Francisco Chronicle

Thursday, February 28, 2008

The Supreme Court seemed inclined Wednesday to let Exxon Mobil Corp. off the hook for some of the $2.5 billion the energy giant was ordered to pay as punishment for a massive oil spill in Alaska nearly 19 years ago.

The justices questioned lawyers representing both the company and the nearly 33,000 victims of the Exxon Valdez disaster for 90 minutes, making only one passing reference to Exxon's record profit. The award represents less than three weeks' worth of Exxon profit, which was $11.7 billion in the last three months of 2007.

Exxon has vigorously fought to knock down or erase the punitive damages verdict by a jury in Alaska in 1994 for the accident that dumped 11 million gallons of oil into Prince William Sound. The environmental disaster fouled 1,200 miles of Alaskan coastline and led to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of seabirds and marine animals.

The verdict has been cut in half once by a federal appeals court.

The problem for the people, businesses and governments who waged the lengthy legal fight against Exxon is that the Supreme Court in recent years has become more receptive to limiting punitive damages awards. The Exxon Valdez case differs from the others in that it involves issues peculiar to laws governing accidents on the water.

But several justices said that limits could be appropriate in this context too.

Justice Stephen Breyer, who has voted to overturn damages awards, said he worried how the court's decision in this case would play in other maritime accidents.

"This is a very dramatic accident. It involves oil spills, and they cause an enormous amount of trouble," he said. "But there are accidents every day, and ships are filled with accidents like automobiles in other places. And there are all kinds of things that go wrong. ... What principles do you have to suggest, if any, for creating a fair system that isn't just arbitrary?"

Justices Anthony Kennedy and David Souter suggested that perhaps a reasonable number would be twice the amount of money the company has paid to compensate victims for economic losses, about $500 million.

Overall, Exxon has paid $3.4 billion in fines, penalties, cleanup costs, claims and other expenses resulting from the worst oil spill in U.S. history.

"Exxon gained nothing by what went wrong in this case and paid dearly for it," said lawyer Walter Dellinger, who urged the court to throw out the punitive damages judgment that has been upheld by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco.

Stanford University law Professor Jeffrey Fisher said the commercial fishermen, Native Alaskans, landowners, businesses and local governments he represents have each received about $15,000 so far "for having their lives and livelihood destroyed and haven't received a dime of emotional-distress damages."

Fisher said that nothing in prior Supreme Court decisions should cause the justices to overturn the $2.5 billion award, about $75,000 for each plaintiff.

It was less clear how the court would rule on the issue of whether the company should have to pay damages at all under the Clean Water Act and centuries-old laws governing shipping. Justice Samuel Alito, who owns Exxon stock, is not taking part in the case. A 4-4 split on that or any issue would leave the appeals court ruling in place.

The key element there is whether Exxon can be held liable at all for the acts of Exxon Valdez captain Joseph Hazelwood. Hazelwood was not on the ship's bridge when the accident occurred and had been drinking shortly before it left port, both in violation of Coast Guard rules and company policy.

"What more can the corporation do other than say, 'Here is our policies'? And try to implement them?" Chief Justice John Roberts said.

Fisher said Exxon had many warnings over three years that Hazelwood, an alcoholic, was drinking and that it knew that "putting a drunken master in charge of a supertanker was a potential for disaster and incalculably raised the chances of a disaster and a catastrophic spill occurring."

A decision in the case is expected before summer.

This article appeared on page C - 3 of the San Francisco Chronicle

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/02/28/BUH7V9P00.DTL

EPA chief blasted for blocking pollution plan

By Zachary Coile
San Francisco Chronicle Washington Bureau
Thursday, February 28, 2008

Environmental Protection Agency chief Stephen Johnson was scolded by senators Wednesday for ignoring his own staff's advice in denying California's tough limits on greenhouse gases from cars and trucks.

Rhode Island Democratic Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, whose state is one of 18 seeking to join California's efforts, pointed to a memo released this week by a top EPA deputy who said Johnson should resign if he rejected the state's request because he would lose his credibility.

The process surrounding the decision "stinks to high heaven," Whitehouse said at a hearing of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on the EPA's budget.

Johnson defended his decision, but also insisted that he never stifled the opinions of EPA staffers who disagreed with him.

"I cherish the ability to have candid comments" from staffers, Johnson said. "They also know for many of the decisions, the decision rests with me."

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., who chairs the committee, made headlines Tuesday by releasing new memos showing that EPA staffers lobbied the administrator vigorously to support California's request.

One employee, Christopher Grundler, the deputy director of the EPA's Office of Transportation and Air Quality, went so far as to write talking points for former EPA chief William K. Reilly to lobby California's case before Johnson. The memo suggested that Reilly tell Johnson that if Johnson turned down the waiver, he "will face a pretty big personal decision about whether you are able to stay in the job under those circumstances."

The committee's ranking Republican, Oklahoma Sen. James Inhofe, questioned whether Grundler's advocacy violated the Hatch Act, which limits the ability of federal employees to lobby the government.

"If this is true, at a minimum it's a highly improper use of agency funds," Inhofe said.

But Johnson rose to the employee's defense, saying, "I have always encouraged my staff to give me candid and open advice, and I still believe that."

Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., said the memos suggested that Johnson paid little attention to his staff's advice.

"Your decision on the waiver, do you think that's hurt morale?" Lautenberg asked.

"No, I don't," Johnson said, saying the agency has been rated among the best places to work in the federal government.

The EPA chief found himself on the defensive when he was pressed repeatedly by the panel's Democrats to describe what role the White House played in his decision.

Johnson said only that he'd had routine meetings with White House and executive branch officials, and that California's request had been discussed.

"Why won't you answer whether or not there was White House input into that decision?" Whitehouse asked.

Johnson said it would be inappropriate to discuss private meetings. "I prefer to keep those candid conversations as candid input to me," he said.

Boxer displayed a memo describing a May 1, 2007, "principals meeting" that Johnson attended at the White House. She asked repeatedly, "Who were the principals?" But Johnson said he could not recall.

Boxer told Johnson his answers were evasive.

"I don't know what you're hiding," she said.

The committee has requested e-mails and other communications between EPA and the White House and executive branch officials over the decision. Boxer said the agency has been slow to turn over the documents, but Johnson pledged they will be released as soon as they've been reviewed by the White House.

E-mail Zachary Coile at zcoile@sfchronicle.com. 

This article appeared on page A - 3 of the San Francisco Chronicle

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/02/28/MNJ1V9LR9.DTL

Ottawa plays oil card in NAFTA spat

With both Clinton and Obama campaigning on the future of free trade deal, Emerson reminds U.S. of its easy access to energy 

By STEVEN CHASE 

The Globe and Mail

Thursday February 28, 2008 

OTTAWA — Americans' privileged access to Canada's massive oil and gas reserves could be disrupted if Washington cancels the NAFTA accord as Democratic presidential candidates threaten, Canadian Trade Minister David Emerson warned yesterday.

"There's no doubt if NAFTA were to be reopened we would want to have our list of priorities," he said.

"Knowledgeable observers would have to take note of the fact that we are the largest supplier of energy to the United States, and NAFTA has been kind of a foundation of integrating the North American energy market," Mr. Emerson said.

"When people get below the rhetoric and start picking away at the details, you are going to find that it's not such a slam-dunk proposition to go from the rhetoric to a meaningful improvement," he said.

Canada and the United States have free trade in energy because the accord effectively prohibits discriminatory export controls on oil and gas. Mr. Emerson's comments come after Democratic presidential candidates Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton promised Tuesday to withdraw the United States from the North American free-trade agreement after taking office, unless the deal was completely renegotiated.

The pact has become a target for criticism by U.S. unions, which blame it for the disappearance of thousands of jobs, but studies have repeatedly shown that trade has thrived and all three NAFTA signatories have benefited since the deal took effect in 1994.

But Mr. Obama's rhetoric on the subject may be just that, CTV News reported last night. Citing Canadian sources, the network said that a senior member of Mr. Obama's campaign team called Canada's U.S. ambassador, Michael Wilson, within the past month, warning him that Mr. Obama would be taking some "heavy swings" at NAFTA in the campaign.

"Don't worry, ... it's just campaign rhetoric, ... it's not serious," CTV reported the campaign official as saying.

Late last night, a spokesperson for the Obama campaign said the staff member's warning to Mr. Wilson sounded implausible, but did not deny that contact had been made. "Senator Obama does not make promises he doesn't intend to keep," the spokesperson told CTV.

Mr. Emerson called the Democratic candidates' NAFTA vow political posturing aimed at party voters, predicting it would fade from sight if either wins the presidency.

But he said he's nevertheless worried about a rising tide of protectionism in the United States. "It's been getting more strident; it's permeating congress ... and it's not just the heat of the presidential campaign that is causing concern, it's the whole congressional system."

During the final Democratic candidates' debate before next week's Texas and Ohio primaries, Ms. Clinton said Tuesday she would demand new environmental and labour provisions in NAFTA as well as a new dispute-resolution mechanism. And she'd eliminate the right of foreign firms to sue Washington for enacting measures to protect its workers. Mr. Obama agreed.

But Mr. Emerson said reopening the deal would open a can of worms, with new demands for changes from all countries. He said one beef Canada would have is the deal's dispute-resolution mechanism, which failed to solve the long-running softwood trade war between Ottawa and Washington.

"If you reopen [NAFTA] for one or two issues, you cannot avoid reopening it across a range of issues," he said.

He scoffed at Democratic suggestions that they want to toughen labour and environmental provisions, saying: "I don't think the United States has got anything to teach Canada about labour and the environment."

It's far from certain that tearing up NAFTA would leave Canada without any trade deal with the U.S. That's because its predecessor, the Canada-U.S. free-trade agreement (FTA) of 1988, was suspended, not cancelled, when NAFTA came into force and it was what delivered the benefits of free trade to the two nations.

"My understanding is that abrogation of the NAFTA would automatically trigger reversion to the FTA," Michael Hart, a trade expert at Carleton University who helped negotiate the original Canada-U.S. free-trade deal, said.

"In U.S. law, there is both a NAFTA Implementation Act and an FTA Implementation Act. Congress would need to revoke the first, which would then reactivate the second," Mr. Hart said.

Gordon Ritchie, an architect of the Canada-U.S. FTA, said Canada would be in a good position to weather things if the free-trade arrangements fell apart because the two economies have become much more integrated since 1992. Also, since then, multilateral trade rules have cut global tariffs and established a World Trade Organization system to arbitrate disputes that's no worse than the NAFTA mechanism, he said.

"At the end of the day, the Americans would be foolish to embark on this course, but if they did, we could deal with it just fine," Mr. Ritchie said. "It wouldn't be the end of the world."

Still, he noted, it's not certain that Ms. Clinton and Mr. Obama are only thinking about Mexico when they criticize NAFTA. "Remember these comments were made in Ohio, and that sounds like Canada to me," he said, noting that the northern state is suffering job losses that some groups blame on Canada.

International lawyer Lawrence Herman urged Ottawa to prepare a contingency plan in case either presidential candidate makes it to the White House, given the protectionist mindset of both.

"I think this is to be taken very seriously, since both Obama and Clinton seem to be speaking from the same hymn book on this," said Mr. Herman, with Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP in Toronto.

"We can't just be complacent and not be thinking of a Canadian strategy in light of these recent developments," Mr. Herman said.

With reports from Gloria Galloway and Shawn McCarthy

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20080228.wnaftaottawasb28/BNStory/National/

Clean up environmental disclosure: OSC

Companies urged to improve reporting of risks and liabilities, provide financial estimates of exposure

By JANET MCFARLAND 

The Globe and Mail

Thursday February 28, 2008

The Ontario Securities Commission says many public companies are providing poor disclosure of their environmental risks and liabilities, issuing a report yesterday outlining how it wants reporting beefed up.

The review, which marks the first time the OSC has studied compliance with environmental reporting rules, recommends many companies should put more information about their potential environmental costs and liabilities into their financial statements, including dollar valuations where possible.

"Investors appear to be asking for more and improved disclosure of environmental matters," said Jo-Anne Matear, assistant manager in the OSC's corporate finance branch.

"And they seem to be taking these matters into greater consideration when making investment decisions."

Patricia Koval, who is co-chair of the climate change group at law firm Torys LLP in Toronto, said investors have been "crying out" for better disclosure about environmental risks. 

"[The report] is very significant because it is the first time commissions have looked squarely at the issues of environmental disclosures," Ms. Koval said. 

The OSC report comes after the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission was petitioned last fall by institutional investors who demanded more detailed disclosure rules for environmental risks around climate change, including greenhouse gas emissions. 

The OSC review does not expressly address greenhouse gas issues, and Canadian rules do not require companies to discuss those risks in the analysis that accompanies financial statements. An OSC spokeswoman said the notice was drafted to deal specifically with existing securities rules.

Dan Kirby, co-chairman of the environmental department at law firm Osler Hoskin & Harcourt LLP, said it is logical the OSC report would focus on traditional environmental issues like site contamination. But he said he believes climate change issues are on the radar screen and will be addressed down the road.

"I'd say the greenhouse gas is probably a step beyond where they are," Mr. Kirby said. "They're saying, 'You haven't got it right on your basic disclosure.' "

The OSC examined environmental reporting by 35 companies, looking at the disclosures they provided in financial statements and their accompanying management discussion and analysis sections.

It found many companies had only a boilerplate discussion of liability, or had no disclosure at all.

The commission says companies should quantify the accounting estimate for liabilities where the information is "reasonably available" and provide a detailed discussion of the estimate, which may include disclosure of the upper and lower ends of the range of estimates from which the recorded amount was selected.

Ms. Matear said the OSC does not expect companies to struggle to quantify risks that are minor or unlikely to occur.

"We're not looking for disclosure of immaterial information," she said.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20080228.ROSC28/TPStory/?query=environment

	Study: High toxin levels in nat'l parks

USA Today

Thursday 28 February 2008


BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Pesticides, heavy metals and other airborne contaminants are raining down on national parks across the West and Alaska, turning up at sometimes dangerously high levels in lakes, plants and fish, according to a newly released report.

A sweeping, six-year federal study released Tuesday found evidence of 70 contaminants in 20 national parks and monuments — from Denali in Alaska and Glacier in Montana, to Big Bend in Texas and Yosemite in California. In some cases, the contaminants are causing male fish to develop female organs, including to a co-author of the study.

The findings revealed that some of the Earth's most pristine wilderness is still within reach of the toxic byproducts of the industrial age.

"Contaminants are everywhere," said Michael Kent, a fish researcher with Oregon State University who co-authored the study. "You can't get more remote than these northern parts of Alaska and the high Rockies," he said.

The substances detected ranged from mercury produced by power plants and industrial chemicals such as PCBs to the banned insecticides dieldrin and DDT. Those can cause health problems in humans including nervous system damage, dampened immune system responses and lowered reproductive success.

Contaminants that accumulated in fish exceeded human consumption thresholds at the eight parks that researchers focussed on most: Sequoia and Kings Canyon, Mount Rainier, Olympic, Glacier, Rocky Mountain, Gates of the Arctic and Denali national parks and Alaska's Noatak National Preserve.

Also, mercury levels at the eight parks and DDT levels at Glacier and Sequoia and Kings Canyon exceeded health thresholds for fish-eating wildlife. Kent said he found airborne contaminants are causing male fish to develop female organs in some parks.

Much of the contamination is thought to have come from overseas — traveling global air currents from Europe and Asia.

But researchers said they were surprised to find substantial contamination from the local use of legal pesticides, particularly in agricultural areas around Glacier, Rocky Mountain and Sequoia and Kings Canyon parks.

University of Washington atmospheric researcher Daniel Jaffe said scientists previously thought banning substances like DDT and dieldrin would lessen the persistence of chemicals in the environment.

"We replaced them with pesticides with much shorter lifetimes in the environment," Jaffe said. "But in places like the Central Valley of California, we are applying many, many tons of these every year. ... We now know they can move substantial distances."

A parks advocacy group called the federal report "a wake-up call" that should mobilize Congress to take a tougher stance on air pollution.

"We can take steps to reduce mercury emissions from power plants, steps to reduce carbon dioxide emissions that cause global warming," said Will Hammerquist with the National Parks Conservation Association.

The $6 million study is known as the Western Airborne Contaminants Assessment Project. It is the most comprehensive to date on the distribution and concentration of contaminants outside developed areas, according to the project's scientific director, Dixon Landers with the Environmental Protection Agency.

Contrary to the conventional wisdom that remoteness means less pollution, Landers said many of the parks — particularly those at higher elevations and in colder climates — actually are at higher risk.

Mercury from power plants in China, for example, is borne across the Pacific in clouds that rise up when they hit West Coast mountains. That causes the mercury to drop out of the clouds attached to rain droplets or snowflakes, he said.

Release of the study, which was coordinated by the National Park Service, came after a delay of several months. A Park Service spokeswoman, Colleen Flanagan, said the delay was caused by the time needed to analyze the vast volumes of data collected, from 2002 to 2007.

The study also included researchers from the U.S. Geological Survey and the U.S. Forest Service.

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-02-27-parks-contaminants_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip

The World's Growing Food-Price Crisis 

By VIVIENNE WALT/PARIS

Yahoo 

Thu Feb 28, 2008 

Add another item to the list of threats to world peace: Food.

Soaring prices of staples - which have risen about 75% since 2005, driven by growing demand, rising oil prices and the effects of global warming - have sparked riots in several countries, as people reel from sticker shock and governments scramble to feed their people. Crowds tore through three cities in the West African nation of Burkina Faso late last week, burning government buildings and looting stores; when officials tried to talk peace with one group of protesters, the enraged crowd hurled stones at them. The riots followed similar violent protests over food prices in Senegal and Mauritania earlier this year. And, last October, protesters in India burned hundreds of food-ration stores in West Bengal after stockpiles emptied, leaving thousands of people unfed.

Governments might succeed in quashing the protests, but lowering food prices could be far tougher and will likely take years, according to analysts who track global food consumption. The Washington-based International Food Policy Research Institute, or IFPRI, said last December that high prices are unlikely to fall soon, partly because world food stocks are being squeezed by soaring demand. The wild ride in agricultural markets has attracted intense speculation among investors, with billions of dollars being poured into commodities markets. On Monday, the price of wheat shot up about 25% on the Chicago Board of Trade, after officials in Khazakstan announced plans to restrict exports of their giant wheat crop in order to ensure the food supply to their own citizens. Russian officials have also said they are planning to restrict grain exports.

For the world's poorest people, the price rises are already proving devastating, since the speed at which prices have risen has wrought havoc on government relief programs. Earlier this month, a top official at the U.S. Agency for International Development admitted that in order to meet current targets, it had been forced to skim off funds from future food-aid programs, worth about $120 million.

The problem is exacerbated by the fact that millions more people who were previously earning enough to feed their families can now no longer afford the food in their local stores, and are now swelling the ranks of those expecting relief from aid organizations. "We are seeing a new face of hunger," the executive director of U.N.'s World Food Program, Josette Sheeran, told TIME on Tuesday. "People who were not in the urgent category are now moving into that category." The organization currently feeds about 73 million people, including millions who get by on just 50 cents a day. After hosting a series of emergency meetings with international organizations and food experts this month at WFP's Rome headquarters, Sheeran said the organization has concluded that food prices will remain high for years. She announced on Monday that the organization might have to cut its relief programs unless it raises an extra $500 million this year. "There is no way we can absorb a 25% price rise in one day and the volatility of the markets," Sheeran said.

One factor driving up the cost of food is the rocketing price of oil, which raises agricultural costs of everything from fertilizer to transport and shipping. Like the oil price, the cost of food is responding, in part, to the burgeoning demand in China and India, where rising incomes allow people to eat bigger meals, and to buy meat far more frequently. That, in turn, has helped to squeeze the world's supply of grain, since it takes about six pounds of animal feed to produce a pound of meat.

Then there is climate change: Harvests have been seriously disrupted by freak weather, including prolonged droughts in Australia and southern Africa, floods in West Africa, and deep frost in China and Europe. And the push to produce biofuels to replace hydrocarbons is also adding to the pressure on food supplies - generous U.S. subsidies for ethanol has gobbled up needed food acreage, as farmers switch from producing food. "The area used for biofuels is increasing each year," says Nik Bienkowski, head of research at ETF Securities, a commodities trading firm in London.

The food price rises are not bad news for everyone, says Bienkowski, who estimates that his company took in about $2 billion worth of investments last year. And millions of farmers whose income has languished through years of cheap food are now earning well.

"U.S. and British farmers are laughing all the way to the bank," says Simon Maxwell, director of the London-based Overseas Development Institute, an independent think tank. "And some poor people will get jobs on farms or in local communities." Yet those people will need to buy food, whose prices are rising far faster than wages. With relief agencies struggling to feed the hungry and the shelves in Pakistan, Burkina Faso, Senegal and many other countries in the developing world stocked with food many locals can no longer afford, the prospects for chaos are steadily growing. View this article on Time.com
http://news.yahoo.com/s/time/20080228/wl_time/theworldsgrowingfoodpricecrisis
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1- América Latina y el Caribe – Latin America and Caribbean

El fenómeno de La Niña se ensañó con América Latina

Mientras Perú, Ecuador y Bolivia están con el agua al cuello, Chile vive una brutal sequía, la peor en las últimas décadas. 

En algunas regiones de Chile no llueve desde octubre. Hoy, el país tiene al 40 por ciento de sus municipios declarados bajo emergencia y su sistema de generación hidroeléctrica al límite, lo que dentro de poco podría traducirse en un racionamiento eléctrico en varias regiones, con un grave impacto sobre la industria y los hogares. 

En Perú, los aguaceros interminables que han inundado gran parte del país desde enero por culpa del fenómeno de La Niña, ya dejan 15 muertos, 24 desaparecidos, 1.434 damnificados y más de 60 mil viviendas destruidas. Incluso en Lima, donde no es muy frecuente que caiga agua por estar en una zona costera, las lluvias no dan tregua. 

En Ecuador, las lluvias más devastadoras de los últimos 10 años han arrasado con la principal provincia arrocera, afectado a 3 millones y medio de personas (el 25 por ciento de la población total del país) y generado pérdidas por unos 200 millones de dólares; lo que obligó al gobierno a declarar que el país enfrenta un "desastre nacional" que desbordó la capacidad de atención del Estado. 

La Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) anunció ayer la solicitud a la comunidad internacional, en nombre de Bolivia, de una donación de 18,2 millones de dólares para proporcionar asistencia "humanitaria urgente" a las víctimas de las inundaciones que afectan al país andino desde noviembre, y que han dejado al menos 57 muertos y damnificado a casi 50 mil familias. 

Este es el panorama de la devastación sembrada en América del Sur por el fenómeno de La Niña, que se caracteriza por temperaturas de la superficie del mar por debajo de lo normal e inusualmente frías. 

BOLIVIA

Agua que no deja de caer desde noviembre 

Aún es temprano para establecer si los daños causados por las inundaciones en Bolivia son más extensos que los del año pasado. 
Según los pronósticos oficiales, queda un mes de lluvias por delante y lo que preocupa a largo plazo es que el ciclo de fenómenos climáticos de El Niño y La Niña pueda prolongarse y seguir empobreciendo las zonas rurales de un país que había comenzado a apostar fuerte a la industria agropecuaria. 

Además de las 57 personas fallecidas entre noviembre y febrero por la culpa de las lluvias, hay casi 49.000 familias afectadas en el país, sobre todo en los departamentos de Beni (noreste), que tiene un 35 por ciento de los damnificados; Santa Cruz (este), con el 30 por ciento, y Chuquisaca (sureste), donde las inundaciones tienen en problemas al 16 por ciento de las regiones. 

La capital de Beni, Trinidad, continúa rodeada por aguas que descendieron desde el este de los Andes hacia las planicies preamazónicas. 

La situación dejó de ser crítica, pues el dique que circunda la urbe resistió la crecida y por eso se descartaron evacuaciones masivas, pero tanto en Beni como en Santa Cruz, el desborde de ríos afectó extensos cultivos de granos y también las rutas vecinales por las que se extrae la cosecha para exportarla. 

El Gobierno ha prometido un paquete de 600 millones de dólares para la reconstrucción de caminos y comunidades, además de préstamos y reprogramaciones de deudas para el agro, pero el desembolso puede demorar todavía uno o dos meses. 

PERÚ

Al menos 15 muertos por lluvias torrenciales
La inusual intensidad de las lluvias que azotan a los 24 departamentos de Perú, ocasionadas por el fenómeno de La Niña, dejan ya 15 personas muertas, 24 desaparecidas y 278 casas destruidas. Los damnificados ya son más de 1.430, mientras que la cifra de viviendas afectadas es de 61.079. 

Los reportes de la Defensa Civil y del Instituto Meteorológico peruano indican que la zona norte del país es la más afectada, especialmente los departamentos de Piura, Tumbes y Amazonas, fronterizos con Ecuador y Colombia. 

El fenómeno ha sido catalogado como anómalo por el Servicio Nacional de Meteorología, al punto de que se han presentado también lluvias de regular intensidad en la ciudad de Lima, pese a que en la zona costera del país en la que se ubica la capital no se producen precipitaciones con frecuencia. 

Según los informes oficiales, 12 personas fallecieron al ser alcanzadas por un alud cuando viajaban en un bus en el departamento de Amazonas. 

Se han registrado también considerables pérdidas materiales, entre viviendas y tramos de carreteras destruidas; así como en el campo, ya que las zonas afectadas son principalmente agrícolas. 

En los últimos días los aguaceros se han hecho interminables en algunas zonas de los departamentos de Junín, Cajamarca, Pasco, Piura y Tumbes. Precisamente, en la localidad de Aguas Verdes (fronteriza con Ecuador), en Tumbes, el 70 por ciento de las viviendas quedaron inundadas, registrándose unos 4,000 damnificados. 

En varios de estos departamentos los ríos han superado sus niveles históricos de caudales, provocando inundaciones que han arrasado viviendas y cultivos. 

El Servicio Nacional de Meteorología ha pronosticado que las lluvias continuarán en marzo, llegando incluso a periodos pico, por lo que la Defensa Civil declaró la alerta naranja en los 24 departamentos del país, para prevenir nuevos desbordes y víctimas. 

ECUADOR

El invierno más fuerte de la década deja casi 500 mil damnificados
La cuarta parte de la población ecuatoriana, unos 3.5 millones de personas, está afectada por un inusitado invierno, calificado como el más fuerte y destructor de la última década, que superó la posibilidad de reacción y ayuda estatal, según reconoció esta semana el gobierno del presidente Rafael Correa. 

El mandatario, que declaró la emergencia y movilización nacional, señaló que Ecuador "vive un desastre nacional". 

Cerca de 4.500 militares prestan ayuda de socorro y evacuación a las familias afectadas en 13 provincias de la sierra y el litoral ecuatoriano. Los damnificados llegan a 450 mil y por lo menos 16 personas han fallecido por deslaves e inundaciones provocados por las incesantes lluvias y el desbordamiento de ríos, que ya han destruido unos 1.800 kilómetros de carreteras. 

Además, decenas de casas han sido arrasadas por la turbulencia de las corrientes y varias poblaciones están aisladas por la destrucción de vías y puentes. 

Por si fuera poco, el 85 por ciento de los sembrados de arroz del país fueron anegados por las aguas y otras miles de hectáreas de banano, cacao y otros productos también están generando pérdidas de 400 millones de dólares, según un primer balance del gremio agrícola ecuatoriano. 

Por lo menos una decena de personas han sido atendidas por las picaduras de serpientes que se refugian en el agua estancada en las calles urbanas de algunas poblaciones, que ya ha entrado en numerosas casas y ha inundado más de un metro de las construcciones. 

La semana pasada, ecuador solicitó ayuda humanitaria internacional. Estados Unidos, Argentina, Chile, Japón y España se han hecho presentes. 

CHILE

La sequía es hoy lo que más preocupa a los chilenos
Chile está desde hoy algo más obscuro. La sequía de los últimos meses (en algunas regiones no llueve desde octubre), que para algunos expertos es la peor en los últimos 80 años, ha conseguido lo que muchas otras cosas no habían podido: bajar las metas del crecimiento y disminuir el optimismo inherente al modelo socio-económico del país. 

En Til-Til, una comuna agrícola ubicada a 50 kilómetros al norte de Santiago, la situación es crítica, con extensos terrenos sembrados completamente secos y agrietados y varios animales que han muerto por falta de forraje. 

Los habitantes dicen que desde 1968 no veían el embalse del lugar totalmente vacío. Til-Til es solo una de las 144 comunas (o municipios) del centro-norte y el sur del país que han sido declaradas bajo emergencia agrícola. La falta de lluvias producto del fenómeno de La Niña ya deja más de 100 mil familias damnificadas. 

Para evitar un eventual corte de luz en las ciudades e industrias, el gobierno de la presidenta chilena Michelle Bachelet promulgó un decreto que entró en vigencia en la madrugada del miércoles y que obliga a todas las empresas distribuidoras de energía a reducir el voltaje en un 10 por ciento. 

Aunque muchos especialistas critican la decisión, el gobierno sostiene que no tendrá efectos en el funcionamiento de equipos y artefactos utilizados por la población. 

Es una medida preventiva que no implica, en lo inmediato, cortes en el suministro eléctrico, sino que entrega una serie de herramientas para evitar ese escenario (como reducir el voltaje de 220 a 110 voltios o repartir más de un millón de bombillos eficientes). 

El ministro de Energía, Marcelo Tokman, hizo un llamado al país para que se una a la campaña de disminución en el consumo de electricidad ya que "mientras mayor sea el esfuerzo y más se ahorre, menor será el riesgo de que existan cortes programados".

Además, se resolvió prolongar el horario de verano hasta el 31 de marzo y se inició una campaña de ahorro de electricidad para el sector público. 

Numerosas escuelas, en particular en la región de la Araucanía, en el sur del país, no podrán iniciar sus clases por la falta de agua que generó el agotamiento de las napas subterráneas que proveen de agua a los pozos artesanales. 

Durante una visita a una localidad agrícola cercana a la capital, Bachelet afirmó que con estas medidas se busca enfrentar una de las sequías más graves que ha sufrido el país en las últimas décadas. Éste es "un hecho de la naturaleza que no está en nuestras manos poder evitar", dijo. 

La presidente también reconoció que "hoy el impacto de la sequía es mucho mayor, sobre todo cuando Chile es un país que aspira a ser una potencia alimentaria que no solo genere alimentos para la propia población, sino que los venda en varios países del mundo". 

Por su parte, la primera actividad del ministro de Hacienda, Andrés Velasco, al regreso de sus vacaciones de verano, fue participar en una reunión del Comité Interministerial para la Sequía, en la que también intervino Bachelet. 

El influyente titular de las Finanzas admitió ante los periodistas que el escenario que enfrenta hoy Chile es "más complejo" y mencionó el alza en el precio de los combustibles, las dificultades energéticas y los fenómenos climáticos, como la sequía. 

Ello ha generado que varios bancos y analistas internacionales hayan recortado las expectativas de crecimiento para Chile. Sobre el tema, Velasco señaló que "no se trata de andar reestimando las posibilidades de crecimiento día a día ni todas las semanas".

Reconoció, sin embargo, que Estados Unidos y otros mercados crecerán menos de lo previsto. 

Source: http://www.eltiempo.com

2- Argentina - In Argentina, No Assistance From Region on Gas Needs

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil has declined to cede any natural gas shipments from Bolivia to Argentina, which is struggling to find more energy sources to help it avoid supply shortages that could derail its fast-growing economy.

Argentina and Brazil are facing the possibility of short-term energy crises from a lack of natural gas needed to fuel industries and generate electricity for residents. Bolivia is sitting in the middle with the region’s largest gas reserves. 

For Cristina Fernández de Kirchner, Argentina’s new president, finding solutions to the energy problems that the administration of her husband, Néstor Kirchner, helped create is among her biggest early challenges. 

Bolivia, which has seen a rise in domestic energy demand, has struggled to meet its contractual obligations to supply gas to Brazil and Argentina. Brazil’s national oil company, Petrobras, which has a much larger contract with Bolivia, has been unwilling to divert any gas supplies to Argentina because of concerns here that Brazil could face its own energy shortfalls.

That changed little over the weekend, as leaders from the three countries met in Buenos Aires to discuss energy issues, with Argentina walking away with no pledges for more gas supply. The result is that both Argentina and Chile — which Argentina has cut off from gas supplies the past few years — will face severe risks of energy shortfalls this coming winter. 

President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil promised to try to provide some electricity — but not gas — to Argentina in the coming months, as Brazil did last June and July when Argentina was struggling to supply its industries and homes.

Brazil’s foreign minister, Celso Amorim, portrayed the move last year as a “sacrifice.” He said in an interview that Brazil would not help Argentina this year if it meant “the risk of having blackouts or brownouts in Brazil.”

José Sergio Gabrielli, the chief executive of Petrobras, said that while Brazil was “sensitive” to Argentina’s energy problems, Brazil needed “every molecule” of gas it imported from Bolivia.

Those statements underscored the high political stakes for Mr. da Silva’s government. In 2000, when President Fernando Henrique Cardoso imposed energy austerity measures in Brazil, his plummeting approval ratings helped sink his party’s chances in the next presidential election. “Lula is not going to risk domestic shortages or having to ration gas to help Argentina,” said Daniel Kerner, an analyst with Eurasia Group, a global risk consulting firm based in Washington and New York.

While Argentina pays more for Bolivian gas than Brazil, Brazil’s larger contract and the importance of Petrobras have given Argentina little leverage, analysts said. In December, Mr. da Silva said that Petrobras would invest up to $1 billion in Bolivian gas over the next few years.

Mr. Kerner said Argentina had only itself to blame for its energy problems. Mr. Kirchner’s government, which took over just after Argentina’s devastating financial crisis of late 2001, maintained low energy prices at all costs to keep inflation low and the economic recovery going. That meant imposing heavy subsidies and paying more for Bolivian gas rather than charging Argentines more. 

Despite Mr. Kirchner’s persistent denials last year of a growing energy problem during his wife’s campaign, the policy has begun to show cracks. Industrial production last July fell 2.7 percent from the previous year, slowing to its lowest increase since 2002. Outsiders have been reluctant to invest in Argentina’s energy sector because of high taxes and low returns caused by the government’s caps on domestic prices. As investment has faltered, energy demand has risen faster than supply.

Still, so far the gamble seems to have paid off: Mrs. Kirchner was easily chosen in October to become Argentina’s first elected female president, and the economy grew by 8 percent for a fifth straight year.

Bolivia has complicated the situation for Argentina. Bolivian gas production has been stagnant since 2006, and the country has had to adjust in order to guarantee supply of 31 million cubic meters a day to Brazil under its priority contract. It has fallen short of that lately, shipping 27 million to 29 million cubic meters a day. Exports to Argentina, meanwhile, have fallen to under three million cubic feet a day, less than half of its contract with Bolivia.

Investment in Bolivian energy has been paralyzed since President Evo Morales nationalized its natural gas industry in 2006. Bolivia’s own energy demand has grown substantially because of artificially low prices set by the government.

As Bolivian gas supplies have faltered, Mr. Kirchner, rather than risk political damage at home, chose to cut off gas supplies to Chile, creating tensions between the countries.

After taking over as president in December, Mrs. Kirchner acknowledged an energy crisis for the first time, attributing it in part to global warming. She ordered clocks moved forward by one hour, mandated the use of more energy-efficient light bulbs and required doormen in Buenos Aires to monitor residents’ air-conditioning use.

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/25/world/americas/25argentina.html?_r=1&ref=americas&oref=slogin

3- Chile: Government declares agricultural emergency in 9 additional municipalities

Eight municipalities in Chile’s 10th region, as well as the municipality of Lampa in the Metropolitain Region, were declared agricultural emergency zones today by Minister of Agriculture Marigen Hornkohl. 

With these new areas, the number of municipalities aided by the government measure has grown to 144. 

Hornkohl has reported that more that $2 billion pesos will be allocated to help small-time producers in the 9 newly-named municipalities affected by the drought.  These funds are in addition to the $17 billion pesos which have been designated to go towards various support measures such as the issuing of hay bundles, deepening of wells, as well as funds for animal clean-up, among many other activities. 

The new municipalities of the 10th Region which have been named in the Province of Valdivia are: San José de la Mariquina, Lanco, Panguipulli, Paillaco y Los Lagos. The Ranco Province also includes Futrono, La Unión and Lago Ranco.

Meanwhile, in the Metropolitain Region, Lampa was included among the named municipalities after an evaluation of the current situation being endured by small-time producers in the Chacabuco Province.

Source: http://www.emol.com/noticias/ingles/detalle/detallenoticias.asp?idnoticia=294233
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Two Top Posts Soon Vacant At The United Nations (Scoop News)


CN Net to Federate Zero-Emission Communities (EP online)


UN Yearbook Uncovers Emerging Green Economy (EP online)


D.C. Correspondent Maria Elena Matheus-Atchley (Washington Post)


Kokoda Track an area for carbon trading (The National Post:)


Renewable energy use rises (African Science News)


UNEP: Viele Fische könnten aussterben  (ORF (Austria)


El PNUMA lanza una nueva iniciativa de emisión cero (News Soliclima)


L’Angola prépare le plan d’action nationale d’adaptation climatique (Angola Press)








OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS





1- América Latina y el Caribe – El fenómeno de La Niña se ensañó con América Latina


2- Argentina: In Argentina, No Assistance from Region on Gas Needs


3- Chile: Government declares agricultural emergency in 9 additional municipalities

















General Environment News


MSNBC: Study: Pollutants common in national parks


MSNBC: Supreme Court hears Exxon Valdez case


The New York Times: House Passes Renewable Energy Credits 


The New York Times: Clinton’s Efforts on Ethanol Overlap Her Husband’s Interests � HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���


The New York Times: Mine Water Poses Danger of a Toxic Gusher � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/28/us/28leadville.html?ei=5088&en=1610a72f1191c1a0&ex=1361854800&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&pagewanted=all" ��


The New York Times: E.P.A. Staff Lobbied Boss on Decision on Emissions 


The New York Times: There Will Be Floods 


The Washington Post: MTI shows methanol fuel cell prototypes


The Los Angeles Times: L.A. backs cargo fee as part of port clean-air effort


The Los Angeles Times: Supreme Court may be divided over Exxon Valdez damages


The Los Angeles Times: Court rejects California limits on ship emissions


San Francisco Chronicle: Court tosses state ship emissions standard


San Francisco Chronicle: CALIFORNIA Parks less than pristine


San Francisco Chronicle: Justices seem inclined to trim Exxon damages


San Francisco Chronicle: EPA chief blasted for blocking pollution plan


The Globe and Mail: Ottawa plays oil card in NAFTA spat


The Globe and Mail: Clean up environmental disclosure: OSC


USA Today: Study: High toxin levels in nat'l parks


Yahoo: The World's Growing Food-Price Crisis 
























































UNEP or UN in the News
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