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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 23 January 2008


Other Environment News
· EU executive unveils blueprint for climate fight (Reuters)
· Beijing Olympic water scheme drains parched farmers (Reuters)
· New award for climate-change campaigner Gore (AFP)
· New York Times: U.S. Given Poor Marks on the Environment (New York Times)
· Green laws should not prevent free trade, UK warns Brussels (Guardian)
· EU to map low-carbon energy path (BBC)
· EU puts carbon trading at heart of climate change battle (Guardian)
· EU to tackle climate change with windmills, heavy costs for polluters (AP)
· Tough European targets on cutting emissions to cost Britain £6bn a year (Times)
· UK to defy 'carbon fee' on imports (Press Association)
· Boat sails free from icy shackles (BBC)
· Vic Govt highlights climate change impact on rivers (ABC)
· Federal Govt to Audit Nigeria's Environment (All Africa)

· Care about the environment? Eat less meat (Globe and Mail)
· Amdavad's own 'Nobel Laureate' (Times of India)
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROAP
· RONA

· ROWA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 22 January 2008 
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 22 January 2008 (none)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Xinhua: ADB and its partners to provide seed capital for green energy projects

MANILA, Jan. 22 (Xinhua) -- The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and its development partners are setting up a facility to provide seed capital for renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in the Asia-Pacific region, the bank said on Tuesday.

    ADB and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) are developing the Seed Capital Assistance Facility that will be funded by a 4.2 million-U.S. dollar grant from the Global Environment Facility, which was established in 1991 to help developing countries fund projects and programs that protect the global environment.

    The Seed Capital Assistance Facility, to be jointly managed by ADB and UNEP, will provide technical assistance to private equity fund managers and entrepreneurs to develop sustainable clean energy funds and financing for the early stages of such projects, share in the costs of development and transactions, and encourage taking riskier portfolios through a seed capital return enhancement offered on a per-project basis.

    The facility will increase access to financing at the early stages of sustainable energy enterprises and projects in the Asia-Pacific region. With increased experience among financiers in investing in small-scale renewable energy and energy efficiency projects, mainstream energy investors will be encouraged to invest more in clean energy enterprises and projects.

    "By 2010, Asia is expected to account for nearly a third of global greenhouse gas emissions, so to slow that down, increases in investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency and other clean technologies are needed," said Mu Shin Kim, investment specialist of ADB's Private Sector Operations Department, in a press release.

    This facility will play a role in supporting a number of clean energy private equity funds in which ADB invests, the specialist added.

    Many Asian governments have recently announced ambitious targets on renewable energy. However, to date, the implementation of renewable energy and energy efficiency and other greenhouse gas mitigation projects across the region has been slow compared with overall energy sector growth, ADB said. For instance, only 2 percent of total electricity in Asia comes from renewable sources. This is partly due to the risks attached to investing in such ventures.

    From a commercial perspective, the supply of energy services through renewable energy or efficient energy technologies is often considered new and too small and risky. As a result, many investors are not willing to provide equity finance or seed capital to such projects, the lender added.

________________________________________________________________________

Sudan Tribune: Sudan reiterates commitment to fight against climate change

January 22, 2008 (KHARTOUM) — Sudanese government has reaffirmed its commitment to fight against harmful effects of climate change in the country and exert the necessary efforts to address environment challenges.

The United Nations Development Programme on Tuesday in Khartoum launched the Global Human Development Report 2007/2008, under the theme: Fighting climate change: Human solidarity in a divided world.

Speaking at the meeting organised at this occasion, Ms. Tereza Ciricio, State Minister of Environment and Physical Development said pledged that its ministry "will play a key role to cooperate and coordinate efforts with all stakeholders at all levels, to address the global environment challenges".

The Sudanese minister asserted that the developing countries are the most disproportionately vulnerable to crisis and social upheaval engendered by climate change.

The launch presentations of the Report provided an opportunity to discuss the effects of heavy carbon pollution on regions such as Sub-Saharan Africa; threatening progress in health, education and poverty reduction.

The presentations also examined climate change in the context of Sudan such as land degradation, deforestation, desertification and other impacts of climate change that threaten the prospects of lasting peace and sustainable development in the country.

The Report generally outlines a framework for climate change negotiations and stresses that a narrow 10-year window of opportunity remains to put it into practice. If that window is missed, temperature rises of above two degrees Celsius could see an extra 600 million people in sub-Saharan Africa go hungry, increasing the recurrence of epidemics and mosquito-borne diseases in the region.

Emphasizing the inevitability of climate change and the particular vulnerability of Sudan and Africa as a whole, Ms. Ameerah Haq, the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Sudan said “the world lacks neither the financial resources, nor the ability to develop the technology to act. What is missing is a sense of urgency, of human solidarity and collective interest.”

Mr. Clive Bates, UNEP, Programme Manager spoke of the impact of climate change and how it increases current environmental degradation such as the considerable deforestation in Sudan. Mr. Bates said “Now that UNEP has recently established an office in Sudan, we are looking forward to working closely with the Ministry of Environment and Physical Development to jointly address these issues”.

Sudanese experts and academia, representatives of the private sector, local and international NGOs engaged in environmental work, representatives of the United Nations, international development partners and key government officials attended the launch of the report. ________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre: UN-backed scientific boat completes record-breaking drift across Arctic

[Tara breaks free from the Arctic ice sheet]

Tara breaks free from the Arctic ice sheet

22 January 2008 – The United Nations-supported polar research boat Tara has broken free from the Arctic ice sheet after a record-breaking scientific expedition of over 500 days drifting across the top of the world to gauge the impact of global warming and pollution.

“My congratulations go out to the whole Tara team on their tremendous human and logistical achievement,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said today of Tara Expeditions and the Arctic Drift project, Tara Arctic 2007-2008.

“This expedition was not only about adventure however. The important scientific work undertaken will also contribute to a greater understanding of the negative impacts of climate change on the arctic environment.”

The world’s polar regions are playing on a global scale the role of a canary in a coal mine – providing early warnings on the impact of human-induced changes on nature, ranging from global warming to chemical pollution.

Wedged in the pack ice, Tara “drifted” with the wind and ocean currents at an average speed of 10 kilometres per hour for more than 500 days. In one and half years she covered 5,200 kilometres in the Arctic, and at one point was only 160 kilometres from the North Pole, the northern-most position ever reached by a schooner.

The boat is now sailing in open water, and by the end of the week is expected to reach land at Longyearbyen, capital of the island of Spitsbergen in the Arctic Ocean. She will then continue on to her home port of Lorient in France.

“The polar regions are some of the most hauntingly beautiful places on Earth,” Mr. Steiner said. “They are also nature’s early warning systems where issues like human-induced climate change, the thinning of the ozone layer and the impacts of persistent chemical pollution continue to be registered first.”

As part of the International Polar Year, Tara has provided an unprecedented platform for scientific observations and research (including the European DAMOCLES project) on how the Arctic environment is changing. Throughout the course of the expedition, it has been relaying these findings to scientists, policy makers and the general public alike.

In 2004 the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), an unprecedented four-year scientific study by an international team of 300 scientists, provided clear evidence that the Arctic climate is warming rapidly now and, of even greater concern, that much larger changes are projected for the future.

ACIA predicted that Arctic vegetation zones and animal species will be affected. Retreating sea ice is expected to reduce the habitat for polar bears, walrus, ice-inhabiting seals, and marine birds, threatening some species with extinction.

Such changes will also affect many indigenous communities who depend on such animals, not only for food, but also as the basis for cultural and social identity, according to UNEP.

And, beyond the region, as the Arctic glaciers melt and the permafrost thaws, it will be developing countries, with limited means to adapt to environmental change that suffer most. ________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: IOC, UN confer on potential positive impact of Beijing Olympics

    BEIJING, Jan. 23 -- United Nations (UN) Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) Jacques Rogge conferred on the potential positive impact of this summer's Beijing Olympics as the two leaders met at the IOC headquarters in Lausanne on Tuesday.

    In his first official visit to the IOC, Ban extended his full cooperation and support for Beijing 2008, saying: "I am very happy and satisfied by the partnership between the United Nations and the IOC and the way in which we use sport in our common efforts to promote peace, dialogue and reconciliation.

    "Sport is a powerful tool. Specifically this year, we look forward to a very successful Beijing Olympic Games, believing that Beijing 2008 can bring much spirit, harmony, friendship, dialogue and reconciliation for the world."

    Ban and Rogge agreed on an expanded framework for the two world organizations. They also discussed the IOC's commitment to the UN Millennium Development Goals and how the IOC can use sport as a catalyst in partnership with the UN.

    The IOC has identified five development goals it believes it can help advance through sport and with its partners. These are: eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, promoting gender equality and empowering women, combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, and developing a global partnership for development, according to IOC official website.

    The Secretary-General also lauded Mr. Rogge for being recognized as 2007 Champion of the Earth by the UN Environment Program (UNEP), according to UN information.

    The two leaders last met in October in New York City, when the UN General Assembly adopted the Olympic Truce Resolution for this year's Beijing Olympic Games.

    (Source: BOCOG) ________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre: Ban Ki-moon, International Olympic Committee discuss expanded cooperation

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and IOC President, Jacques Rogge

22 January 2008 – United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the head of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) today agreed on expanding their cooperation, especially in tackling climate change.

“We will work very closely together for our common efforts to address global warming issues,” Mr. Ban told reporters in Lausanne, Switzerland, following his meeting with IOC President Jacques Rogge.

The Secretary-General and Mr. Rogge also conferred on the potential positive impact of this summer’s Beijing Olympics.

The upcoming Games will create “a very important momentum” to spur discussions on peace, as well as climate change, a top priority for Mr. Ban.

He expressed his appreciation for the IOC’s commitment to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), eight targets to eliminate poverty and other ills by 2015, especially in regards to the environment.

The Secretary-General also lauded Mr. Rogge for being recognized as 2007 Champion of the Earth by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

“Through sports we can promote peace and dialogue and reconciliation,” Mr. Ban noted.

Tomorrow, Mr. Ban is scheduled to address a memorial service in honour of the 17 UN staff members who lost their lives in last month’s terrorist bombing in Algiers, Algeria.

After attending the World Economic Forum in Davos this week, he will depart for another leg of his trip which will take him to Slovenia, Slovakia, Rwanda and Ethiopia. ________________________________________________________________________

Times of Oman: Busaidi meets AGCC environment officials

Wednesday, January 23, 2008 1:29:20 AM Oman Time

MUSCAT — On the sidelines of the 22nd AGCC Environmental Committee meeting, Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, minister of environment and climate affairs received here yesterday undersecretaries incharge of environment affairs, members of the AGCC environment coordination committee.

The minister stressed the importance of holding such meetings, the themes discussed during the two-days the means of developing environment system and linking them to development projects. The meeting also dealt with aspects of cooperation in the areas of common interest between the Sultanate, the AGCC countries in addition to the cooperation with the UN Environment Programme Regional Office for West Asia, especially those related to environment regulation and the possibility of exchanging expertise in this field. ________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
Reuters: EU executive unveils blueprint for climate fight

Tue Jan 22, 2008 6:39pm EST

By Gerard Wynn

BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The European Union's executive will adopt ambitious plans on Wednesday to make the 27-nation bloc a leader in the fight against climate change, but tradeoffs will include higher energy bills.

The European Commission will detail proposals to cut planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions by one-fifth and split among EU states a target to produce one-fifth of all power from renewable sources like the wind and sun by 2020.

The Commission wants to spur talks among industrialized countries for a global climate deal by 2009 to help arrest global warming which risks raising sea levels and causing more floods and droughts.

Brussels has had to fine-tune its plans to placate anxious industry leaders, who fear higher energy costs will tilt competitiveness further in favor of China and India, which have no emissions limits, at a time of record oil prices.

"If we were to relocate our industries outside Europe we would then have to transport steel to Europe, adding emissions," said Philippe Varin, president of the European Confederation of Iron and Steel Industries, and chief executive of Anglo-Dutch steelmaker Corus, owned by India's Tata Steel.

The Commission's plans will implement renewable energy and emissions-cutting targets agreed by EU leaders last March, and require approval by member states and the European Parliament.

Stiffest resistance will likely emerge over targets for each country to cut greenhouse gases and install renewable energy.

Business, meanwhile, has sought to soften a planned overhaul of the EU's Emissions Trading Scheme.

POWER PRICES TO RISE

From 2013, power generators will have to buy all their permits to emit carbon dioxide under the scheme, EU sources said. They will pass the extra electricity costs on to consumers. Until now they got most permits for free.

Power bills for industry and households will also rise as a result of targets to supply more energy using clean energy technologies which are more costly than fossil fuels.

Higher bills were an inevitable result of efforts to arrest global warming, the Chief Executive of the British arm of the German utility E.ON, Paul Golby, said on Tuesday.

"The time of a cheap energy world is over," he told Reuters.

The Commission's measures will cost around half a percent of the EU's combined wealth a year, or about 60 billion euros ($86.99 billion), Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso said this week. EU officials say they will add about 10 percent to electricity prices.

Fine print in final drafts went to the wire late on Tuesday, as EU officials faced a barrage of last minute lobbying from environmentalists, governments and energy-intensive business.

Industrialists from the steel, cement, aluminum sectors seemed to have won their case, and will get their fixed quota of emissions permits for free from 2013, paying more over time.

Leaders of the steel sector were among the last to lobby Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas on Tuesday, warning they would be forced to shift production outside Europe if emissions curbs and costs of auctioning emissions permits put them at a competitive disadvantage against rivals in China or India.

(additional reporting by Darren Ennis and Paul Taylor in Brussels and Pete Harrison in London; editing by Paul Taylor)

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Beijing Olympic water scheme drains parched farmers

Tue Jan 22, 2008 8:57pm EST

By Chris Buckley

BAODING, China (Reuters) - Dusty villages far from China's capital are paying their own price for the government's plan to stage a postcard-perfect Olympic Games, enduring shrunken crops, drained wells and contention over lost land and homes.

China is rushing to finish canals to pump 300 million cubic meters of "emergency" water to Beijing for its "green" Games, ensuring a lush, sparkling host city greets the world in August.

The 309 km of channels and pipes cut into Hebei province, next to the capital, will take water from farming country already beset by drought and environmental strains.

Villagers watching a frantic "100-day battle" to complete the main canal by a late-April deadline wondered how much of the price of a leafy Beijing they should bear.

"For the country, it's a good thing. It will bring water to Beijing so everything runs smoothly," said Shi Yinzhu, herding sheep near the 100-metre wide canal in Tang county.

"But for us here, they had to pump away underground water to dig the canal and we've lost a lot of land too ... Sometimes you wonder if they need all the water more than us here."

China is determined to make 2008 a live-to-air affirmation of its economic miracle. But Beijing's plan to draw water from its parched neighbor also dramatizes the environmental blowback from the country's explosive, city-skewed growth.

"There have been many basic problems with the geology and local circumstances that just weren't anticipated," Dai Qing, a Beijing environmental activist long critical of government policy, said of the Olympics water project.

"But the fundamental one is they don't have enough water in northern China to begin with. Why should they pay such a heavy price for Beijing?"

SACRIFICES

The Olympic plan is one segment of the larger South-to-North Water Transfer Project planned to tap the Yangtze River and tributaries by 2010 and quench northern China, where explosive industrial and urban growth has exhausted rivers and aquifers.

Beijing officials initially hoped the entire central route of the project would be ready for the Games, when water demand is expected to spike by up to 30 percent above average, reaching 2.75 million cubic meters a day.

But as preparations lagged, the government opted to build first the most northern leg, recruiting Hebei and neighboring Shanxi province to set aside "back-up" water to supplement river and rain sources.

The scheme has piled most pressure on Hebei, one of the country's most water-short provinces after a decade-long drought, which nonetheless supplies Beijing with about 80 percent of its water.

Hebei ranks near the bottom of China's 31 provinces and province-status cities in water resources per head, with about one eighth of the national average, according to province estimates.

Around Baoding city alone, a mostly rural area criss-crossed by the project, 31,000 residents have lost land and maybe homes for its sake, according to the city water office. Many more have been displaced in other parts of Hebei.

Even in this tightly controlled state where the majority of people are proud to hold the Olympics, Hebei's gripes have echoed in local news reports and the national parliament.

"Conflicts over water between Beijing and Hebei have been chronic," said Liu Changming, a water engineer at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, who advised officials about the scheme.

"But there was no other choice. The Olympics are a major national event for China, so sacrifices had to be made."

Wang Junqiang, a ruddy-faced farmer from Xigu Village near Wangkuai Dam, which is part of the scheme, spoke of abandoned fields and lost income.

Two years ago, Wang said, authorities more than tripled the price of water from the dam and she abandoned some of her fields.

"We're too poor to dig our own wells for all the land, and even with the high price of grain, it didn't make sense to grow," she said as she dug corn stalks from stubborn winter earth to use as fuel.

"Of course it affects us. We were poor to start with and now we're poorer".

Farmers across Hebei have received government payments to abandon fields or grow wheat rather than rice or vegetables, but some, including Wang, said they had not received such money.

None of the villagers interviewed denounced the Olympic Games or suggested they should not be held in Beijing. But many seemed stoic rather than proud about their part in ensuring Games visitors enjoy verdant views and glinting waterways.

"I don't know about the Olympics thing. We're just poor ordinary people. I can't even read," Wang said. "We have to make a living before we can think about big things."

DELAYS AND DISCONTENT

In parts of Hebei, discontent about the canal has been sharper, with petitions and protests sometimes delaying work, to judge by official speeches.

In September, a Baoding official said building of bridges across the canal had lagged, and ruined irrigation channels remained unrepaired, angering displaced farmers.

Wages and construction bills for one section of a dam also went unpaid, prompting contractors to protest, Wang Lanfen, a deputy Communist Party secretary of Baoding, said in a speech put on the city water authority Web site (www.bdsl.gov.cn).

Villagers were competing for higher compensation for land lost to the canal, stirring unrest, Wang added, urging "stability before all else".

Last week, Zhang Jiyao, the official in charge of the whole Transfer Project, urged Hebei to quickly resolve problems over land taken for the Olympic project, state media reported.

Most perversely for a scheme intended to defeat incessant drought, engineers sometimes struck underground water that hasty blueprints did not anticipate and then pumped away the obstructing water, drying up nearby wells, according to Wang.

Shi, the herder, said he had extended his family well from a dozen meters below ground to 25 meters after engineers lowered local underground supplies.

"We must ensure water security for Beijing," Shi said, echoing an official slogan daubed on many Baoding village walls. "But we want to be sure we'll get enough too."

With deeper drought threatening much of Hebei, his hope seems far from assured this year. Baoding recently warned in local papers of "extraordinarily severe" water shortfalls.

Xidayang Dam, that supplies the area, appeared short on water even for dry winter months, and officials have ordered emergency transfusions from Wangkuai Dam some 50 km away, which also looked far from full. Yet both dams are also marked to help replenish Beijing.

"Baoding's water shortage has been severe for a decade," said Wei Jianqiang, a city water official who stressed he supported helping Beijing. "But this year is beginning to look especially serious. It's a big test."

(Reporting by Chris Buckley; Editing by Brian Rhoads and Nick Macfie) ________________________________________________________________________

AFP: New award for climate-change campaigner Gore

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Al Gore picked up his latest award for campaigning on climate change issues when he was handed the Gothenburg Prize for sustainable development Tuesday, organisers said.

The former United States vice-president and co-winner of the 2007 Nobel peace award, alongside the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), was handed his prize by Crown Princess Victoria, heir to King Carl XVI Gustaf's throne.

"Like no other person, he has called on mankind to save the planet," event spokesman Stefan Gadd told AFP after a ceremony attended by over 6,000 people in the south-western city.

Gore received one million Swedish kronor (105,000 euros or 155,000 dollars) in recognition of his "relentless commitment to put an end to the climate crisis by increasing public awareness about global warming".

The former 2000 presidential election candidate's double Academy Award-winning documentary 'An Inconvenient Truth' is credited with crystallising global political alarm over climate change, although he has also been accused of massaging facts to fit his environmental agenda. ________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: U.S. Given Poor Marks on the Environment

WASHINGTON — A new international ranking of environmental performance puts the United States at the bottom of the Group of 8 industrialized nations and 39th among the 149 countries on the list.

European nations dominate the top places in the ranking, which evaluates sanitation, greenhouse gas emissions, agricultural policies, air pollution and 20 other measures to formulate an overall score, with 100 the best possible.

The top 10 countries, with scores of 87 or better, were led by Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Finland. The others at the top were Austria, France, Latvia, Costa Rica, Colombia and New Zealand, the leader in the 2006 version of the analysis, which is conducted by researchers at Yale and Columbia Universities.

“We are putting more weight on climate change,” said Daniel Esty, the report’s lead author, who is the director of the Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy. “Switzerland is the most greenhouse gas efficient economy in the developed world,” he said, in part because of its use of hydroelectric power and its transportation system, which relies more on trains than individual cars or trucks.

The United States, with a score of 81.0, he noted, “is slipping down,” both because of low scores on three different analyses of greenhouse gas emissions and a pervasive problem with smog. The country’s performance on a new indicator that measures regional smog, he said, “is at the bottom of the world right now.”

He added, “The U.S. continues to have a bottom-tier performance in greenhouse gas emissions.”

The list, which is to be released Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, is the fourth, and most refined, of a series of rankings first issued in 2002. Because of methodological changes, the list this year is not directly comparable to the last one, issued in 2006, in which the United States was ranked 28th.

James Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, said the problem with ozone, which is formed by chemical reactions between oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and sunlight, was being addressed by the Bush administration in new rules to curb emissions of those chemicals from power plants and from the burning of diesel fuels.

“We recognized this about five years ago,” he said. “We have a program that in the next 10 years is going to address this in a really big way,” with “more than a 90 percent cut” in diesel emissions from trucks and off-road engines like those in construction equipment.

The United States’ low ranking in measures like the amount of carbon dioxide emissions per capita or per unit of electricity — in the bottom 20 percent — is not surprising, Mr. Connaughton said, because the United States contributes a quarter of the new releases of greenhouse gas emissions.

In recent years, he added, the United States has improved its carbon intensity — the output of emissions relative to economic growth. In Europe and Japan, he said, “intensity is not improving as fast, but many of these countries started in a better place.”

The country’s success in cleaning its air and water, he said, now allows policy makers to focus on improving carbon emissions.

India, China and Australia ranked among the bottom 25 nations in the indicator that combined all the climate change scores; China and Australia ranked below the United States. As with earlier versions of the index, the authors created separate lists of countries that are considered peers, either economically or geographically, and scored the performance of nations in those subgroups.

New Zealand and Japan led the Asian-Pacific nations, with performance scores of 88.9 and 84.5. Croatia (84.6) and Albania (84.0) led the list of Eastern European and Central Asian countries, which takes in most of the former sphere of influence of the Soviet Union, not including the Baltic nations. Mauritius (78.1), whose per capita domestic product outstrips those in the other countries of sub-Saharan Africa, led this group, just above Gabon (77.3).

Costa Rica (90.5), Colombia (88.3) and Canada (86.6) led the 26 countries of the Americas; Haiti (60.7) was last in this group.

Belgium (78.4) continued to rank near the bottom of the 28 European nations.

“Belgium remains a shock,” said Professor Esty, who said the heavily industrialized country, riven by centuries-old ethnic quarrels, was 57th among the 149 nations. “Of those ahead of them, only 10 are richer,” he added.

Christine Kim, a research associate of Professor Esty’s, calculated that a country’s wealth, measured as gross domestic product per capita, tended to correlate with a strong performance on such indicators as sanitation, indoor air quality and success in combating diseases — but also with a poor performance on greenhouse gas emissions and agricultural policies. ________________________________________________________________________

Guardian: Green laws should not prevent free trade, UK warns Brussels

This article appeared in the Guardian on Wednesday January 23 2008 on p26 of the Financial section. It was last updated at 23:44 on January 22 2008.

The government warned yesterday that European climate change laws being announced in Brussels today could be exploited by protectionist forces in the EU to damage free trade.

American concerns that elements of the climate change package being announced by José Manuel Barroso, the European commission president, could entail erecting trade barriers, were echoed by the energy minister, Malcolm Wicks, and paved the way for a dispute with the French and Germans over how to tax big industrial polluters.

In London on Monday, Barroso said that the EU's carbon trading scheme, in which companies will have to buy their carbon allowances at auction, must not penalise EU companies against their international rivals and suggested that non-EU firms may have to join the union's scheme.

European industrial lobbies - particularly in "energy-intensive" sectors such as paper, cement, and aluminium - have said they will be at a disadvantage through having to pay for their carbon permits while exporters to the EU do not.

French president Nicolas Sarkozy has called for taxes on foreign polluters, and government figures in Germany are also unhappy with the commission's plans.

"We're against any measures which might look like trade barriers," Wicks told the BBC. "There's always the danger that the protectionists in Europe could use this as a kind of secret weapon as it were to bring about protectionism."

Commission sources denied that Barroso wants "green tariffs" on foreign firms or trade barriers. But British officials are worried that the battle between member states over the climate change package could result in penalties for outsiders.

When the trading scheme is extended and made more costly for industry from 2013, Barroso said, the sensitive sectors could be granted free allowances, rather than having to bid for them at auction, to stay competitive. The alternative was "to require importers to obtain allowances alongside European competitors, as long as such a system is compatible with World Trade Organisation requirements".

EU officials said the best solution was to expand the carbon trading scheme beyond the EU and to have the US take part in it or to have industrial sectors agree a fair way of achieving greenhouse gas reductions. ________________________________________________________________________

BBC: EU to map low-carbon energy path

Biofuel plans will be modified to avoid damaging impacts

The European Commission is to unveil proposals setting out how the EU will meet targets on energy and climate.

By 2020, EU leaders want to produce 20% of energy from renewable sources, increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20%.

Commissioners will announce the details in Brussels just after 1200 (1100 GMT).

Responding to draft versions, some industry bodies say the proposals will damage competitiveness, but green campaigners say they are too mild.

The EU has said it will bring emissions down by 30% rather than 20% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2020 if other developed nations pledge to follow suit.

Environmental groups believe the Commission should be planning for that higher target.

If the proposal is not properly drafted, it could have a very damaging impact on our industry

Philippe Varin, Eurofer

"Scientists warn that a cut of at least 30% is required to prevent a climatic catastrophe," said Tony Juniper, director of Friends of the Earth UK.

"The solutions already exist. What we lack is political ambition and courage."

But some industry bodies have said plans to step up pressure on industry to reduce greenhouse gas emissions could force companies to move their manufacturing bases away from Europe, or face becoming uncompetitive.

"We have very strong concerns that if the proposal is not properly drafted, it could have a very damaging impact on our industry," warned Philippe Varin, president of the European Conferedation of Iron and Steel Industries (Eurofer).

Central powers

The Commission's proposals would see the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) extended to include more industrial sectors in the years between 2012 and 2020.

Companies' carbon allowances would be decided at European level, replacing the current system where nations submit bids to the Commission.

CHALLENGE: wrangles likely over technicalities of ETS

The aim would be to reduce allowances so that by 2020, emissions from the sectors included would be about 21% below the level they were at when the ETS started in 2005.

For emissions not covered by the ETS, such as transport, buildings and agriculture, the EU would set national targets. Richer nations would receive tougher targets; the poorest would be allowed to increase emissions.

Each country would also receive a national target for renewable energy. The UK's is likely to be about 15%.

Countries already boasting a thriving renewables industry, such as Sweden, would receive tougher targets.

Countries would be allowed to trade investment in renewables facilities.

The target of powering 10% of Europe's road transport with biofuels is likely to be retained, with caveats introduced with the aims of ensuring the fuels used bring real carbon savings while avoiding adverse environmental and social impacts.

Commissioners will finalise the plan before the Commission's President, Jose Manual Barroso, presents it to the European Parliament at noon in Brussels. Some details are liable to change during the morning's talks.

The proposals would then have to be endorsed by MEPs and member governments. The final package might not come into force before the end of 2009. ________________________________________________________________________

Guardian: EU puts carbon trading at heart of climate change battle

    * Ian Traynor in Brussels, Patrick Wintour

    * The Guardian,

    * Wednesday January 23 2008

This article appeared in the Guardian on Wednesday January 23 2008 on p10 of the UK news section. It was last updated at 23:44 on January 22 2008.

The European commission will tell member states today what they have to do to meet its plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions by a fifth by 2020.

Legislative proposals from Brussels, being unveiled today, will extend and improve the world's first carbon trading scheme as the central element of the package to fight climate change.

The proposals will also increase the EU's power over member countries in trying to set a high price for carbon, and so promote energy efficiency, renewables and other low carbon forms of energy production. The measures set a mandatory target for a fifth of European energy to come from renewable sources, and for biofuels to supply 10% of all road fuel, both by 2020. The overall targets were agreed last year, but today's draft directives put flesh on the bones of the world's most ambitious climate change action plan and dictate what each member country and European industries have to do to make it a reality.

The energy minister, Malcolm Wicks, said yesterday that Britain would be told to increase its energy from renewables by a factor of seven, meaning that up to 40 % of electricity generation in Britain should be from renewable sources by 2020. "We will meet our share of the European target, there's no doubt about that," he told the BBC.

The commitment to biofuels supplying 10% of all transport fuel is contentious, with analysts arguing that this is a counterproductive way to combat climate change, with the rush to manufacturing motor fuel from plants doing more damage than good.

Discussions were continuing last night over the final figures for national contributions to the 20% reduction in greenhouse gases. It is thought that Britain would have to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by about 20%, although in November the prime minister, in his climate change bill, proposed cuts of about 30% by 2020.

Poorer countries among the new EU members in eastern Europe will be allowed to increase their greenhouse gas emissions since their economic development would be held back by being forced to make swingeing cuts in emissions. At the heart of the package, expected to provide more than 60% of the reductions, is the world's first carbon trading scheme which is to be extended to new sectors. The scheme is currently confined to power generators and refineries, but will be expanded to cover airlines and industries such as cement, steel and paper.

The commission says the climate change package is a bargain, estimating its cost at 0.6% per cent of Europe's economic ouput. José Manuel Barroso, the commission's president, says the scheme will result in savings of €50bn (£37bn) as a result of less oil and gas imports in Europe. ________________________________________________________________________

AP: EU to tackle climate change with windmills, heavy costs for polluters

BRUSSELS (AP): The European Union will present plans Wednesday to tackle climate change with more windmills, fewer power-draining buildings and heavier penalties on major polluters.

Proposals by the European Commission will set out how the EU's 27 nations can slash carbon dioxide and other gases linked to global warming by a fifth by 2020 _ a pledge EU leaders made last year.

Wind power generators along the Atlantic coast and tighter limits for coal-burning plants will mean cleaner air and a cleaner conscience for Europe as it seeks a global pact to cut carbon dioxide emissions that causes climate change.

Draft EU plans obtained by The Associated Press describe Europe and the world as being at a crossroads. The documents call for ``decisive and immediate action'' to release less carbon and steer away from unreliable and costly energy imports by developing homegrown renewable power.

But EU officials acknowledge that their green ambitions will carry harsh costs _ at least 0.5 percent of gross domestic product, or euro55 billion (US$80 billion) a year _ and likely see electricity prices go up.

They insist that will be balanced by a euro50 billion (US$72 billion) reduction in the EU's bill for oil and natural gas imports, while a low-carbon revolution within Europe generates ``first mover advantage'' for a wave of energy-efficient goods and renewable power technology for export.

The EU is calling for a 20 percent cut in the region's overall greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels _ or 14 percent from 2005.

Richer EU nations will have to go further, while some poorer countries, such as EU newcomer Romania, will be allowed to increase emissions as their economies expand. No country will have to cut emissions by more than a fifth.

A push to use less energy should be simple and relatively painless, as the EU pushes people to install energy-saving light bulbs and insulate buildings _ efforts that could reduce energy consumption by 20 percent.

However, the centerpiece of the program _ a carbon cap-and-trade program for heavy industry _ will carry a much more expensive price tag as it will likely hike electricity bills and may cause the cost of manufacturing in Europe to soar above other regions.

Up and running since 2005, the European emissions trading program gives polluters a financial incentive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions because they get permits they can sell if they emit less than their allowance. If they need to pollute more, they must buy extra permits.

Electricity generators and steel companies covered by the plan will see the amount they are allowed to release shrink by 21 percent by 2020. They will be joined by chemical, fertilizer and aluminum companies who face a smaller, 10 percent cut. Smaller polluters would be excused if they face other measures, such as a tax, to encourage them to release less.

Some companies already complain that tightening carbon trading will force up their costs and encourage them to move to looser regimes outside Europe.

And unlike now, they will not get all their original permits for free. The EU wants to auction all allowances for electricity companies and oil refineries with the justification that they can pass on those costs to their customers.

EU employers claimed last week that higher energy costs and paying more to pollute could make them less competitive than rivals elsewhere in the world. EU trade unions said they were also worried by the risk of major job losses if companies move abroad, saying 50,000 jobs in the steel sector were at risk.

Europe also plans to draw a fifth of its overall energy from renewable power by 2020. For many European countries, they will have to rapidly ramp up their amount of wind, solar or hydro power by 2020 to hit new binding targets.

Some have a hard road ahead. Britain, which generated 1.3 percent of its energy from renewables in 2005, is expected to be ordered by the EU executive to increase that figure to 15 percent. Hydropower-happy Sweden was close to 40 percent while Denmark's wind farms brought it to 17 percent. The EU as a whole stood at 8.5 percent three years ago.

Part of this effort will come from replacing 10 percent of transport fuel with biofuels made from energy crops such as sugar cane and rapeseed oil. Each country will have its own target. Again, the EU has a long way to go. Biofuels accounted for just 1 percent of transport fuel in 2005.

EU officials rejected criticism from environmental and development campaigners that the sudden thirst for biofuels will see rain forests cleared and land turned from food to fuel crops, hiking bread prices across the world. They say they would set environmental standards banning imports of biofuels grown at the expense of pristine natural areas. ________________________________________________________________________

Times: Tough European targets on cutting emissions to cost Britain £6bn a year

Robin Pagnamenta and David Charter in Davos

Britain may face a bill of more than £6 billion a year to meet tough new emissions targets due to be published today by the European Commission.

To try to tackle global warming, all 27 European Union countries will be set targets for renewable energy use to ensure that 20 per cent of EU energy comes from renewables by 2020. The UK’s renewables target is expected to be set at about 15 per cent by 2020.

José Manuel Barroso, the European Commission President, said this week that the cost of the proposals across all member states would be €60 billion (£44 billion) a year, or 0.5 per cent of gross domestic product.

Ben Warren, of Ernst & Young’s renewable energy team, said that Mr Barroso’s comments indicated that “the investment to be made in the UK alone based on 2006 GDP would equate to £6.5 billion per year”. He said the EU targets would be “extremely challenging” to meet but were needed to create a sustainable and long-term market for renewable energy.

The European Commission measures represent an ambitious attempt to force through an agreement made by EU leaders last March to cut emissions of the gases that cause climate change by 20 per cent by 2020, against 1990 levels. However, the announcement has triggered fierce argument over the effects on European jobs and competitiveness.

The Commission’s draft plan for the next phase of its emissions trading scheme is expected to include an auction for permits to emit carbon dioxide. Industries using a lot of energy could be forced to spend ever-higher sums and critics fear that the plans could lead to a loss of jobs and investment.

Mr Barroso said that doing nothing was not an option. The price of inaction on climate change “could even approach 20 per cent of GDP”, he said. As well as a rift with industry, Mr Barroso is facing criticism from the United States. An attempt to mend trade relations with the US will be made at the World Economic Forum in Davos this week after tension arose over suggestions that US exporters may face “carbon tariffs” from Europe. The rift opened after Mr Barroso said that border charges could be used to protect European industries facing higher production costs as a result of buying permits for greenhouse gases.

British households face a long-term rise in energy bills to cover the cost of cutting carbon emissions, Paul Golby, chief executive of E.ON UK, said. E.ON was interested in participating in “more than one” new nuclear power station, while windpower would be the main focus of a £1 billion investment programme in low-carbon energy over the next five years, he said. ________________________________________________________________________

Press Association: UK to defy 'carbon fee' on imports

15 hours ago

Britain has warned that it would oppose EU moves to impose a "carbon fee" on imports from high-polluting nations such as the United States and China.

European Commission president Jose Manuel Barroso raised the prospect that exporters in countries with lax emission controls could be required to buy EU carbon allowances if they want to trade in Europe.

The move is designed to ensure that firms in the EU - where climate change controls are tighter - are not put at a competitive disadvantage.

The proposal has caused anger in Washington, where the White House has already described it as a tariff barrier and warned that it would resist it.

Energy Minister Malcolm Wicks, interviewed on BBC Radio 4's Today programme, also expressed concern about the plan.

"We are against any measures which might look like trade barriers," he said.

"There is always the danger that the protectionists in Europe - and they do exist - could use this as a kind of secret weapon to bring about protectionism."

Mr Wicks said the UK would favour "a more sensitive approach", with allowances for European manufacturers so that they were not at a competitive disadvantage. ________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Boat sails free from icy shackles

By Jonathan Fildes

Science and technology reporter, BBC News

A boat that was deliberately trapped in the Arctic ice in an effort to monitor the region's changing climate has broken free after more than 500 days.

Tara sailed into the pack-ice in September 2006 and has been allowed to drift with the ocean currents and wind.

The two-masted manned vessel is crammed full of sensors to monitor the ocean, atmosphere and ice.

The ice-strengthened boat is now making its way to the island of Spitsbergen in the Arctic Ocean.

"We are heading north in open water," wrote crew member Vincent Hilaire in the ship's log, which is published online. "The battle with the ice... is over."

Slow progress

Tara is a polar schooner that was originally owned by a private French company but was donated to the European research community.

It is a key part of Damocles (Developing Arctic Modelling and Observing Capabilities for Long-term Environmental Studies), a European-led effort to gather new information on the changing Arctic.

TARA ARCTIC DRIFT EXPEDITION

The 36m, 130-tonne boat was in the ice for 504 days

The schooner provides habitation for about 10 people

Scientists deployed and monitored a number of instruments

Experiments study air, ice and ocean behaviour

Last year, Tara measurements revealed the dramatic springtime collapse of surface ozone in the Arctic for the first time.

Over the last 15 months, the boat has covered 5,200km (3,200 miles), including crossing the Noth Pole, drifting at an average speed of 10km per day (6 miles per day).

The boat and its crew celebrated their 500th day stuck in the pack ice on the 17 January 2008.

It was finally set free four days later.

"Toward noon, the ice-edge revealed little by little its face," wrote Mr Hilaire.

"The ice blocks were apparently at the end of their race, some changing into unusual sculptures in their slow but inescapable death."

Open water

The boat was implanted into the ice to act as a floating scientific platform.

Increasingly, polar researchers are finding it difficult to establish semi-permanent camps on the sea ice.

"When you are on a boat at least you are floating - this is a big security," Christian de Marliave, Tara's scientific director told the BBC last year. "It's become very dangerous."

In 2007, he said, Russian scientists were unable to find ice thick enough to pitch a safe camp. However, the trip onboard Tara was not without difficulties, according to the crew.

"We could feel the ice's strength. It pressed into the boat and made its structure vibrate at each movement," Grant Redvers, the expedition chief, said during the early phases of the venture.

Now in open water, the boat and its crew will take approximately three days to reach Spitsbergen, where Tara will go through routine maintenance before continuing to its home port of Lorient in France.

"Tara is navigating… in open water but is still encountering ice remnants," said expedition director Etienne Bourgois.

"[The boat] should touch land before the end of the week." ________________________________________________________________________

ABC: Vic Govt highlights climate change impact on rivers

Posted 2 hours 8 minutes ago

    * Map: Benalla 3673

Victorian Government climate change figures show water levels in the Goulburn and Murray rivers, in the state's north, could nearly halve in 50 years.

The Goulburn River will drop by up to 55 per cent by 2055 and the Murray River by up to 40 per cent.

The Government is preparing a strategy for the state's north, to ensure there is enough water for people and irrigators.

Water Minister Tim Holding says climate change is serious.

"That's the facts of life, that's the reality of climate change, it's the reality of 10 years of very difficult and sustained drought, but we know if we continue doing what we've always done, then we will not be in a position to respond to the challenges of the future," he said.

A discussion paper is open for public comment until the end of February.

________________________________________________________________________

All Africa: Federal Govt to Audit Nigeria's Environment

Leadership (Abuja)

NEWS

22 January 2008

Posted to the web 22 January 2008

By Pamela Sombo

The federal government is set to audit Nigeria's environment in terms of its efforts at militating against climate change.

This has become imperative due to gas emissions emanating from oil exploration which makes it necessary to ascertain the trend of gas emissions in the country and further remind of the potential dangers of unabated gas emissions.

Minister for environment, housing and urban development, Architect Halima Tayo Alao, at the training programme for preparing Nigeria's second national communication under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) in Abuja yesterday said it is pertinent to access how the country is faring in fulfillment of its obligations to the climate change convention.

She said Africa as a whole contributes insignificant amount of gas emissions due to the level of its technological development, yet the continent has realised that cleaner technology is paramount in its efforts towards sustainable development.

According to her, "in Nigeria particularly, we are very conscious of our greenhouse gas emissions, especially those emanating from oil exploration as well as production and gas flaring activities".

For this reason, she stated that it has become imperative for the country to carry out inventory of greenhouse gas emissions from various sources not only to ascertain the trend of emissions but to remind of the potential dangers of unabated emissions.

Nigeria, she noted "is very vulnerable to the impacts of weather and climate events that occur on large scales in all sectors including energy, industry, agriculture, waste management and land use and its changes. The impacts of extreme weather and climate events vary from the most devastating to the loss of life.

"Many of the impacts are long lasting and complex and can include homelessness, polluted water and contaminated food supplies that lead to health problems and the loss of business and commerce on which livelihoods depends".

As a result, every step towards reducing the impacts of climate change is a step towards reducing vulnerability and achieving sustainable development and understanding both the short-term and long- term vulnerability of communities to the impacts of climate change requires multidisciplinary studies using climate record and related sectoral information.

It is this realization that the climate change convention has required parties particularly those in developing countries to continually undertake assessment of their vulnerabilities to the impacts of climate change.

Such information is to provide planned adaptation measures to ensure and build resilience for coping with future impacts of climate change. ________________________________________________________________________

Globe and Mail: Care about the environment? Eat less meat

PETER FRICKER

Special to Globe and Mail Update

January 23, 2008 at 12:00 AM EST

Last week, Rajendra Pachauri, the head of the United Nation's Nobel Prize-winning scientific panel on climate change, asked the world to "please eat less meat." Speaking at a press conference in Paris, he said meat was a very carbon-intensive commodity, a fact established by UN research showing that livestock production creates more greenhouse gases than all forms of transport combined.

So the top man at the world's most important agency dealing with climate change (the planet's biggest problem) is urging us all to cut meat consumption to address the issue. Is the Prime Minister ordering Environment Canada to draft guidelines for Canadian consumers? Is Parliament debating the matter? Are environmental groups demanding immediate action?

Unfortunately, Mr. Pachauri's plea will cause barely a ripple in political, media or environmental circles. Even being chair of the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) doesn't guarantee many people will want to hear this particular inconvenient truth. It's interesting to note that he followed his statement by saying: "This is something that the IPCC was afraid to say earlier, but now we have said it."

What was the IPCC afraid of? This hasn't been reported, but one could speculate that the global livestock industry and others with a vested interest in meat production will not take kindly to Mr. Pachauri's remarks. Neither will the politicians they lobby, who also hate having to tell citizens they need to make lifestyle changes to save the planet.

Even environmental groups are shy about touching this one. Some don't even mention limiting meat consumption as a means of combatting global warming. Others relegate it to a list of minor energy-saving actions consumers can take, just below keeping your car's tires properly inflated. The suspicion (especially among animal-welfare groups) is that environmentalists are afraid they'll be open to charges of hypocrisy if they raise the meat issue and get caught wolfing down a Wendy's burger after the press conference.

Then there are the dreaded V-words: vegetarian and vegan. Few politicians or environmentalists want to face the jokes, media backlash and libertarian "consumer freedom" zealots who will accuse them of forcing Canadians to eat only salad and lentils. The same sort of people who fought against mandatory seatbelts and restrictions on tobacco would shift their public relations and spin machines into high gear.

Yet all the IPCC is asking for is a reduction in meat consumption. A recent study in the prestigious medical journal The Lancet called for a 10-per-cent cut in meat consumption, which it said would slow global warming considerably. It would also slow the growth of factory farming, which is alarming animal welfarists around the world. Global demand for meat is projected to double between 2001 and 2050, meaning billions more animals will be raised in intensive, inhumane conditions. While many animal activists are "abolitionists" and want a meat-free world, others would welcome anything that would put the brakes on a trend that is resulting in animal suffering on a mind-boggling scale. For example, the international farm-animal welfare organization Compassion in World Farming is calling for meat consumption and production in developed countries to be cut by a third by 2020. This would mean someone who eats meat every day would cut back to eating meat five days a week — not exactly a hardship.

Encouraging the public to cut back on meat would also have major health benefits. The World Cancer Research Fund recently urged consumers to limit consumption of red meat to 500 grams per week and to avoid processed meats completely. (Vegetarians and vegans figured out the health advantages of a meatless diet long ago. That's why they have lower rates of obesity, heart disease, diabetes, colon cancer, hypertension and other diseases.)

Cutting down or cutting out meat is a win-win-win policy. Not only does it help the fight against global warming, but it saves countless animals from factory-farm suffering and it's good for you.

It's just too bad so many people are afraid to talk about it.

Peter Fricker is the projects and communications director of the Vancouver Humane Society.

________________________________________________________________________

Times of India: Amdavad's own 'Nobel Laureate'

21 Jan 2008, 0154 hrs IST,Rahul Mangaonkar,TNN

AHMEDABAD: He is known as the 'Green Man' on the IIM-Ahmedabad campus. Apart from having a keen interest in the environment, he also pitches in for the common man, often taking side of staff unions in IIM-A.

When former US vice-president Al Gore and Dr R K Pachauri's Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize last December, nobody in Ahmedabad knew that this city too had a role in bagging this top honour.

Priyadarshi Shukla, a professor and chairman of the Public Systems Group at the IIM-A, has been researching the subject of global warming and climate change from 1993. He is also the lead author for eight IPCC reports.

Dr Pachauri, chairman of IPCC - which is a UN-backed global body of experts - sent a letter to him and other lead authors which said, "Each one of you is a Nobel Laureate and it is my privilege to acknowledge this honour on your behalf... this award is really a tribute to your knowledge, hard work and application."

Many faculty members at IIM-A are also not aware that they have a 'Nobel Laureate' in their midst. An intense man, Shukla is one of those scientists from across continents who have helped the IPCC alert the world to the reality of global warming.

Shukla has highlighted the importance of aligning climate change with sustainable development, stressing that climate change is a derivative problem of development and that strategies for dealing with sustainable development and climate change have many common elements.

He is renowned as an energy and environment expert, having interests in energy efficiency, renewable technologies and climate change policy analysis.

Colleagues at IIM-A say he was also instrumental in including Corporate Social Responsibility in the IIM course. Former IIM-A director Bakul Dholakia describes him as "a common man's professor who always takes the side of the under-privileged and was extremely popular among the lower rung of IIM employees."

rahul.mangaonkar@timesgroup.com
________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP or UN in the news

ADB and its partners to provide seed capital for green energy projects  

January 22, 2008 - The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and its development partners are setting up a facility to provide seed capital for renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in the Asia-Pacific region, the bank said on Tuesday. 

ADB and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) are developing the Seed Capital Assistance Facility that will be funded by a 4.2 million-U.S. dollar grant from the Global Environment Facility, which was established in 1991 to help developing countries fund projects and programs that protect the global environment. 

The Seed Capital Assistance Facility, to be jointly managed by ADB and UNEP, will provide technical assistance to private equity fund managers and entrepreneurs to develop sustainable clean energy funds and financing for the early stages of such projects, share in the costs of development and transactions, and encourage taking riskier portfolios through a seed capital return enhancement offered on a per-project basis. 

The facility will increase access to financing at the early stages of sustainable energy enterprises and projects in the Asia-Pacific region. With increased experience among financiers in investing in small-scale renewable energy and energy efficiency projects, mainstream energy investors will be encouraged to invest more in clean energy enterprises and projects. 

"By 2010, Asia is expected to account for nearly a third of global greenhouse gas emissions, so to slow that down, increases in investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency and other clean technologies are needed," said Mu Shin Kim, investment specialist of ADB's Private Sector Operations Department, in a press release. 

This facility will play a role in supporting a number of clean energy private equity funds in which ADB invests, the specialist added. 

Many Asian governments have recently announced ambitious targets on renewable energy. However, to date, the implementation of renewable energy and energy efficiency and other greenhouse gas mitigation projects across the region has been slow compared with overall energy sector growth, ADB said. For instance, only 2 percent of total electricity in Asia comes from renewable sources. This is partly due to the risks attached to investing in such ventures. 

From a commercial perspective, the supply of energy services through renewable energy or efficient energy technologies is often considered new and too small and risky. As a result, many investors are not willing to provide equity finance or seed capital to such projects, the lender added. 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90778/6343183.html
…………………………………….

General environment news

India : Meet on air pollution from today 

Staff Reporter 

Bangalore: Bangalore holds the title of being the asthma capital of the country. Studies estimate that 10 per cent of Bangalore’s 60 lakh population and over 50 per cent of its children below 18 years suffer from air pollution-related ailments. In India, air pollution is estimated to cause, at the very minimum, 1 lakh excess deaths and 25 million excesses illnesses every year. 

To tackle this deteriorating situation a workshop is being organised by Cerana Foundation in association with Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) on Tuesday and Wednesday. This workshop is part of an environmental health workshop series initiated two years ago in affiliation with the United Nations Environment Programme. 

The workshop will bring together various stakeholders —from asthma and other air pollution affected persons, government and non-government and professional organisations, and individuals.

http://www.hindu.com/2008/01/22/stories/2008012260620300.htm 

................................................................

Indonesia : Strong earthquake rocks Indonesia's Maluku islands

Tuesday, January 22, 2008, AFP

JAKARTA -- A strong 6.3 magnitude quake hit off Indonesia's Maluku islands early Monday, but there were no reports of casualties or damage, the meteorological agency said. The underwater quake hit at 5:26 am local time (2026 GMT Sunday) and was centered 190 kilometers (117.8 miles) northwest of Ternate island in the Maluku chain, the Indonesian Meteorological Agency said in a statement. 

The quake was 67 kilometers under the floor of the Maluku Sea, it said adding that the temblor did not have the potential to cause a tsunami.

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asia/2008/01/22/140024/Strong-earthquake.htm 

……………………………………….

Thailand : Resort's 'white beach' inflames residents' ire

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

Villagers in Phangnga's Takua Thung district have demanded immediate legal action against a resort developer who cut down a lush mangrove forest in the area to create an artificial beach. Sommai Idhakarn, leader of the Ban Laem Hin mangrove conservation group, said the destruction of the mangrove forest by the property developer had gone on for more than two years now. 

Three rai of the mangrove forest, which local people have looked after for 20 years, had already been cleared, he said. 

''A few days ago, workers started dumping huge amounts of sand onto the land despite it being a protected forest area,'' said Mr Sommai. 

According to villagers, the developer of the White Sand Villa project bought a seven-rai block of land adjacent to the protected mangrove forest two years ago and planned the construction of a luxury resort and pier. 

''We are not against business development in our community, but it must not destroy our traditional way of life and our precious natural resources,'' he said. 

Local people's loyalties had been divided by cash poured into the community by the resort developer. 

In April last year, the villagers filed a complaint with local authorities about the mangrove encroachment. The case was investigated and the culprits fined. The protected forest area was demarcated to prevent further intrusion. 

The company later promised to pay more than 600,000 baht to the affected community following protests by the locals. It also donated 200,000 baht to the community's mosque. 

But the encroachment by the company had continued, said Mr Sommai. 

The dumping of sand onto the mangroves prompted the villagers to renew their protest on Monday when they submitted a petition to the Phangnga governor, urging him to look into the case. 

The villagers also called on the Marine and Coastal Resources Department to take legal action against the wrongdoers. 

''The department keeps encouraging the locals to save our coastal resources, but when we try to do that, we get less support from the department,'' said a local leader. 

Nisakorn Kositratna, the department chief, said she had not yet been informed about the case, but would look into it urgently. 

Ratana Chanpian, a member of a subcommittee on natural resources of coastlines, water and mining from the National Human Right Commission (NHRC), said the NHRC had received the villagers' complaint and would inspect the site next month. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/23Jan2008_news17.php 
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	UNEP or UN in the News


Issuing a Bold Challenge to the U.S. Over Climate

By Andrew C. Revkin 

The New York Times

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

For 15 years, United Nations talks aimed at fixing a faltering 1992 climate treaty have provided little drama. But at the latest session last month on the Indonesian island of Bali, Kevin Conrad, a young man representing one of the world’s least influential nations, Papua New Guinea, gained a worldwide spotlight as he faced down the sole superpower, the United States. 

It was during the final formal plenary, which was crammed with observers, journalists and officials from more than 180 countries. The American negotiators had objected to language inserted in a document at the last minute by developing countries led by China and India. A swell of boos and jeers built.

After a long sequence of polite criticisms from developing countries over the sudden diplomatic logjam at the very end of two draining weeks, it was Mr. Conrad’s turn. “I would ask the United States, we ask for your leadership,” he said. “But if for some reason you’re not willing to lead, leave it to the rest of us. Please get out of the way.”

The room erupted in applause, and within minutes the lead American representative, Paula J. Dobriansky, dropped the objection and said, “We will go forward and join consensus today.”

Nearly every news report — many are now on YouTube — focused on Mr. Conrad’s bold comment as a nudge that got the sleeping giant in the global greenhouse to move a little. But what happened was not that simple, Mr. Conrad said recently, in his first in-depth interview since the close of the talks. The American delegation, in a way, was “set up” by other countries to take the blame, he said, adding that his prime goal was not to embarrass the United States but to keep the negotiations from getting derailed. 

Divisions and confusion within the negotiating bloc of developing countries, which has long gone by the name the Group of 77 and China, were as much the cause of the diplomatic logjam as anything else, he said. Interviews with several other negotiators and observers supported his view.

“There was a certain feeling that maybe the U.S. could be the fall guy for this whole thing, that if G-77 couldn’t resolve its own issues, if it just held the line on a position they already knew the U.S. rejected, that the U.S. would be the one that stepped up and had to take the flak for collapsing the whole thing,” he said. “From Papua New Guinea’s standpoint, we couldn’t accept that.”

Mr. Conrad said the potential breakdown in the session’s final hours was particularly vexing to him because New Guinea and other forested tropical countries were finally getting attention for a proposal of payments by rich countries for preserving tropical forests. Deforestation currently contributes about a fifth of carbon dioxide emissions worldwide. The boos for the United States, and cheers for Mr. Conrad, appeared to reflect widespread feelings, built over seven years, that the Bush administration had stalled progress in curbing greenhouse gases even as it claimed to be leading the effort. 

In fact, Mr. Conrad’s statement was an intentional ironic echo of one made by another American official, James L. Connaughton, the chairman of the White House council on environmental quality, who had been quoted by Reuters earlier in the week as saying: “We will lead, we will continue to lead. But leadership also requires others to fall in line and follow.”

Mr. Conrad, 39, was born in the United States to New Guinean parents but grew up in Wewak on New Guinea’s northern coast. He studied finance at top American universities, worked in investment banking and lives with his family in the New York City area. Besides representing New Guinea in climate talks, he runs the Rainforest Coalition, a group formed by tropical countries seeking compensation for the benefits of not cutting their forests. In the interview, which can be seen on video (and commented on) at nytimes.com/dotearth, Mr. Conrad stressed the need for continued focus on cutting emissions wherever they come from, rather than on countries tussling for advantage, as was largely the case in Bali. 

“I think collectively we as humanity have become more mature in this climate battle, and we understand collectively that we’ve got to turn off all the emissions sources in order to win,” he said. “The climate doesn’t know whether it came from a factory or from Papua New Guinea’s deforestation. We’ve really got to get all hands on deck and tackle all of the issues.” 

He added: “If we can deliver sustainable revenues to communities living in rural areas of tropical countries that are deforesting simply to exist, then we have sort of a win-win-win proposition.”

He said the rich-poor divide in the talks, which crystallized in the final clash in Bali, is a distraction from the reality that all countries have agreed, by the end of 2009, to do something new: define a threshold for greenhouse gases beyond which the world will not go.

“We were all there for a collective good, and I was playing a role for the collective good,” he said. “We have an opportunity here, and that’s why I hope we don’t fumble it.”

http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntget=2008/01/22/science/earth/22conv.html&tntemail1=y&oref=slogin
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New York clones ancient trees in greening efforts    

 

IANS

Big News Network

Tuesday 22nd January, 2008



	In an effort to change the image of a city of skyscrapers and concrete sidewalks, New York plans to clone one million trees from branches on a list of 25 'historical' trees - some of them more than 100 years old.

The city's Park Commissioner Adrian Benap York announced the project after sending high school students to work on hydraulic-powered buckets to begin taking the upper branches of some of the city's oldest trees for scientific study and cloning.

'We want to break the stereotype of New York as skyscrapers and sidewalks,' York told local news reports.

One target is the 100-year-old European beech on Central Park's Cherry Hill and the St Nicholas elm, which is also known as the dinosaur in upper Manhattan. City inhabitants claim that George Washington walked under it 230 years ago during the American Revolutionary Wars.

The news reports said branches taken from ancient trees would be sent to scientific laboratories in the New York region, Oregon, Canada and Britain for cloning under the programme launched in 2007 known as Million Tree NYC.

Park officials said the cloning would target 'Olmsted trees' planted some 150 years ago in the city by architect Frederick Law Olmsted in the late 1850s.

They said the clones would be genetically identical trees, but not identical in the original shape. Only healthy trees would be cloned, it was said. 


http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=320393

County supervisors consider plastic-bag ban, fee

By Troy Anderson, Staff Writer

Daily News

Monday, 21 January 2008


The answer to that oft-repeated question could turn into a legal issue as the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors is set to vote today on banning plastic bags at large grocery and retail stores in unincorporated areas unless use is significantly reduced. The supervisors also are set to vote on whether to seek state legislation that would allow cities and counties to require supermarkets and retailers to charge as much as 15 cents per plastic bag. The move comes as environmental groups have argued that plastic bags endanger wildlife, pollute waterways, exacerbate neighborhood blight and generate thousands of tons of unnecessary waste. 

Each year, county residents use about 6 billion plastic bags - enough to stretch to the moon and back five times. 

"We are seeing a groundswell of support for this," Heal the Bay spokesman Matthew King said. "More than 20 city councils have come out in favor of plastic-bag reduction in Los Angeles County." 

"... Speaking anecdotally, when I go to markets, I definitely see more people bringing their own bags now. All things green are becoming part of the public consciousness. I think it's a natural step and people are adopting more sustainable practices in their daily lives." 

If approved, the county would join a number of cities and nations trying to cut the use of plastic bags. The move follows state legislation last year that requires retailers to sell reusable totes at store entrances to encourage people to reduce the use of both plastic and paper bags. 

But Tim Shestek, director of state affairs for Progressive Bag Affiliates of the American Chemistry Council, said the plastic-bag manufacturers trade association opposes any kind of ban. 

Instead, the association encourages consumers to recycle plastic bags - which are used in various building and construction products. 

If the supervisors approve requiring a fee for plastic bags, Shestek said, people will simply switch to paper bags, defeating the purpose of the policy change. 

"There are environmental trade-offs for any type of material," Shestek said. "It takes 40 percent more energy to make a paper bag than a plastic bag. 

"They are much more heavy so you have more trucks on the road, more fuel is burned and more air emissions are created. Our stance is the consumer ought to have a choice. 

"And in terms of unintended consequences, the reuse of plastic bags for trash prevents a separate bag from having to be purchased. I think what you'll see happen is people will go out and buy more trash can liners for their bathroom and kitchen trash cans and to use to pick up after their dogs." 

Los Angeles County is weighing whether to ban the bags if use is not reduced 35 percent by 2010, and 70 percent by 2013. 

"The plastic bags are a burden on the environment," Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky said. "They are not biodegradable. They end up in our ocean, in the flood-control channels and in Sunshine Canyon, Calabasas and other San Fernando Valley landfills. 

"It doesn't need to be that way." 

But despite agreement on the need to reduce the use of plastic bags, the supervisors aren't in agreement on how to best achieve that goal. 

After months of study and a deal on how to proceed, environmentalists fear that an amendment introduced Friday by Supervisors Michael D. Antonovich and Don Knabe will weaken the proposal. 

They say the amendment might have the support of three of the five supervisors. 

If approved, the amendment would require the county to draft an ordinance banning plastic bags in unincorporated areas in 2010 - instead of 2009 - if use is not reduced 30 percent by 2010 and 65 percent by 2013. 

http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_8039125

Premiers put global warming on agenda

Campbell hopes to focus discussion on adapting to rapidly changing environment 

By JUSTINE HUNTER 

From Tuesday's Globe and Mail

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

VICTORIA — Canada's premiers meet next week in Vancouver to talk about climate change, but they could sidestep the thorny issue of how the nation cuts its greenhouse gas emissions - a subject on which there appears to be little prospect for agreement.

The meeting of the Council of the Federation, where climate change and interprovincial trade barriers are expected to top the agenda, is being held amid growing pressure on provincial leaders to harmonize Canada's patchwork of climate change regulations and policies.

But British Columbia Premier Gordon Campbell hopes instead to find accord on how to manage the fallout from global warming.

He'll play host at a forum that will focus on how Canadians adapt to the changing climate - an area where B.C.'s communities have already built up a wealth of unwanted experience, from wildfires and drought to floods and dead forests.

There remains a wide gap between the provinces on how to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions from industry and transportation, with most provinces and the federal government proceeding on different tracks.Last week, federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty joined a chorus of business leaders who have complained about the piecemeal approach to cutting the pollution that is contributing to global warming.

The Canadian Council of Chief Executives has called on the premiers and territorial leaders to strive for a consensus on climate change policy.Alberta, for example, is forging ahead with intensity-based carbon emission targets for heavy polluters that are out of step with the federal government's targets.

B.C. is aiming for an absolute reduction of one-third of emissions by 2020 based on 2007 emission levels, while Ontario is promising a 6-per-cent cut by 2014, using 1990 as a baseline. And while most provinces support the adoption of California's plans for new vehicle fuel efficiency standards, Ontario is opposed.

While those differences will likely be discussed, Mr. Campbell hopes to focus the discussion for the first time on adaptation to, rather than mitigation of, global warming.

"Adaptation is about preparing ourselves for the inevitable," a B.C. government official said. "Adaptation will be the background to everything - it's water, it's forestry, it's emergency preparedness."

Richard Hebda, a leading climate change expert from the Royal B.C. Museum, said the premiers must not lose sight of the need to mitigate emissions, but said the province is well positioned to drive the adaptation agenda.

"We are the canary in the coal mine - northern B.C. is already cooking," he said yesterday.

Over the past century, minimum winter temperatures in almost every part of B.C. have increased, with increases of at least 3 per cent in the north and the Interior. Across British Columbia, there are examples of the changes already taking place as a result: the devastating 2003 Kelowna wildfires, the destruction of vast stretches of forests due to the mountain pine beetle, the recent flooding in Prince George and drought on Vancouver Island that is killing grand firs in Mr. Hebda's own Victoria neighbourhood.

"Our landscape is going to change and we have to prepare for those changes," Mr. Hebda, the curator of botany and Earth history at the Royal B.C. Museum as well as a professor of biology at the University of Victoria.

"A lot of our population is concentrated in narrow areas with significant exposure to flooding, fires and droughts," he said. "Premier Campbell has to impress upon the other premiers how important adaptation is. I'm not sure all of them are there yet."

The council will meet in Vancouver on Monday and Tuesday, with the second day devoted to climate change adaptation. Monday will be spent on a range of issues including trade and labour mobility between provinces.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20080122.wbcgreen22/BNStory/National/

U.S. says world must improve energy efficiency

ENN

Simon Webb 

Tuesday, 22 January 2008

ABU DHABI (Reuters) - The world's largest energy consumer the United States on Monday called for a global push for increased energy efficiency to help meet rising demand and alleviate the impact of high prices on economic growth.

The U.S. consumes about 21 million barrels per day of oil, around a quarter of the world's supply. Record oil prices have cooled U.S. appetite for gas guzzling cars and, along with increasing environmental concerns, leant weight to calls for more sparing use of energy.

The country last month passed a bill requiring increased fuel efficiency in vehicles for the first time in over 30 years.

"We must promote increased energy efficiency," U.S. Energy Secretary Sam Bodman said in a speech to a green energy conference. "The biggest source of immediately available 'new' energy is the energy that we waste every day."

Energy efficiency measures "will not only take some pressure off demand, but also improve the health of our shared environment," he said.

The challenge of meeting growing energy demand was global and required huge investment in both conventional and alternative energy sources in the developed and developing world alike, he said. New technology needed to be rapidly deployed to diversify the global energy supplies.

"The world needs safe, reliable, clean, affordable and diverse energy supplies - and in considerably greater numbers than it now has... to do that we need a global response... and, by that I mean all nations, including those that produce our world's oil supply."

Bodman earlier repeated his call for the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to boost output at its February1 meeting.

To encourage investment in clean and efficient oil and gas production, Bodman called for an end to "market interventions," without specifically mentioning OPEC.

"It is time to stop doing the things that we know will not help," he said. "We know that purposeful market distortions - such as rationing supply, cutting production, or creating price floors and ceilings - do not work."

Bodman was on the third stop of a trip to the Middle East taking in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Egypt.

(Reporting by Simon Webb; editing by James Jukwey)

http://www.enn.com/energy/article/29689

CLIMATE CHANGE: Big Business Ponders a Low-Carbon Diet


By Stephen Leahy
IPS

Monday, 21 January 2008


BROOKLIN, Canada, Jan 21 (IPS) - With a tax on carbon emissions appearing to be inevitable, some of the world's largest corporations will be asking their suppliers to report on their carbon emissions as part of future reduction efforts.

"Investors are demanding that companies know what their carbon emissions are and consumers want companies to be green," said Paul Dickinson, CEO of the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP), an independent not-for-profit organisation in Britain that is coordinating the effort. 

"A global price for carbon is coming and we are helping companies to prepare to operate in a carbon-constrained world," Dickinson told IPS. 

Emissions from burning fossil fuels like coal, gas and oil are causing climate change, which is resulting in billions of dollars of damages and losses due to more intense storms, rising temperatures, increased flooding and so on. Many economists and policy experts recognise that unless emitters are forced to pay a high price for their carbon emissions, most will not change the way they operate. 

In his new book "Plan B 3.0: Mobilising to Save Civilisation", Lester Brown, president of the Earth Policy Institute, an environmental think tank in Washington, recommended a carbon tax scale-up of 20 dollars per tonne each year between 2008 and 2020, stabilising at 240 dollars per tonne. The tax would be offset at every step with a reduction in income taxes to discourage fossil fuel use and encourage investment in renewable sources of energy. 

But few companies know what their carbon emissions are because there has not been any compelling reason to measure them, Dickinson noted. "We're trying to change that because if companies don't measure their emissions, they can't manage them," he said. 

Each of the 11 corporations participating in the CDP's Supply Chain Leadership Collaboration (SCLC) will ask up to 50 suppliers to complete a standarised information request being tested in the first quarter of 2008. CDP's goal is to enlarge the SCLC and eventually involve tens of thousands of supply chain companies, and to help large firms and suppliers develop strategies to reduce their carbon footprints. 

CDP is creating a single standardised approach to providing key climate change information throughout their supply chains. "This is phase one of a larger effort later to measure emissions from all suppliers," Dickinson said. 

Participants in this first pilot project include Dell, Hewlett Packard, L'Oreal, PepsiCo, Cadbury Schweppes, Nestlé, Procter & Gamble, Tesco, Imperial Tobacco, and Unilever. 

"Our partnership with CDP in the Supply Chain Leadership Collaboration will give us tremendous insight to help reduce not only our own carbon footprint, but ultimately that of our supply chain," said Tod Arbogast, director of sustainable business at Dell Inc. in a statement. 

The results of the pilot will refine the process in preparation for the roll out and will enable large companies to work towards managing their total carbon footprint, as the first step to reducing the total carbon footprint is to measure its size. Then both large companies and their suppliers can work together to develop strategies to reduce their emissions. 

"Many of the participants realise that reducing emissions by being more energy efficient lowers their energy costs," Dickinson said. 

Institutional investors are among those backing the CDP because they know climate change is reshaping the way business operates. While many European companies realise this, less than half of the United States' largest companies took climate change very seriously, according to a survey by Ceres and the Calvert Group, an asset management firm, conducted a year ago. 

And most the world's banks have failed to get their collective minds around the new reality of the 21st century and continue to invest in coal-fired power plants or the development of Canadian tar sands -- two major sources of greenhouse gases. 

"More banks realise that climate change is a big business issue, but their responses so far are the tip of the iceberg of what is needed to tackle this colossal global challenge," said Mindy Lubber, president of Ceres, which published a new report on the banking sector this month. 

The report, "Corporate Governance and Climate Change: The Banking Sector", looked at 40 of the world's largest publicly traded banks and financial services companies. About half offered climate-specific funds and similar products, the report said. 

The key to shifting banks away from continuing fossil fuel and high carbon investments is to a put a price on carbon emissions, said Lubber. 

"If there is no price on carbon, this is exactly the wrong signal. Banks and pension funds need adequate market signals," she said. 

(END/2008)

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=40868

Dems Pressed on Global Warming Ahead of South Carolina Vote 

By Aaron Glantz 

One World US 

Monday, Jan 21 2008 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan 21 (OneWorld) - South Carolina voters concerned about global warming are calling on the Democratic candidates for president to focus on climate change solutions as they stage a public debate in the resort town of Myrtle Beach this evening. 

"Climate change is a top concern of South Carolina primary voters," said Cynthia Powell, a Myrtle Beach resident and undecided voter. "We see a clean energy future in South Carolina as the best way to create jobs and protect the environment."

With many miles of tidal shoreline and an economy that depends heavily on tourism and agriculture, South Carolina is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, said the Carolina Climate Network in a statement Sunday, arguing that investments in renewable energy technologies like wind, solar, and biomass can create more jobs than "a highly automated plant burning dirty imported fuel."

The group organized a demonstration ahead of Monday's nationally televised debate replete with polar bears, students in scuba gear, and activists with bright signs and aquamarine balloons.

For their part, the Democratic candidates have not been shy about discussing the issue on the campaign trail.

Hillary Clinton says she wants "a new beginning in terms of energy and global warming." John Edwards says "America's got to clean up its act" on climate change. And, like many other candidates and pundits, Barack Obama talks about "freeing ourselves from dependence on foreign oil." 

"All three of these Democratic candidates are way, way beyond any kind of presidential discourse that we've had on global warming," environmental journalist Mark Hertzgaard told OneWorld. "All the presidential candidates on the Democratic side recognize that the problem is real, that it requires immediate action, and that you've got to get to what the science says is necessary -- which is quick, deep cuts [in greenhouse gas emissions] beginning within five years [and] getting all the way to 80-percent cuts by the year 2050."

The leading Democratic contenders all favor a so-called cap-and-trade system to reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere. It's a policy that's been in effect for some time in Europe and was first promoted in the United States in a 2003 bill sponsored by Republican presidential candidate John McCain and Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT).

"It means if you are a company or an enterprise that reduces your greenhouse gas emissions you earn a credit," McCain told a VFW hall in New Hampshire in December. "Then when somebody else starts a business or an enterprise and they are emitting greenhouse gas emissions, they can buy that credit from you and meanwhile there is a gradual reduction of greenhouse gas emissions."

No cap-and-trade system is currently in effect in the United States -- primarily because such a system is opposed by the Bush administration.

With all major Democrats and some Republicans promoting a change in policy, Hetzgaard believes voters should ask themselves which candidate will most zealously fight global warming. His believes that is Edwards.

"John Edwards is more willing to push the envelope," he said. "John Edwards is the only candidate who has been willing to talk about getting off coal. Many scientists have been calling for a ban on coal-fired power plants. So has Al Gore. 

"Of the candidates, only John Edwards is getting close to that. He's much closer than Barack Obama. Obama comes from the coal state of Illinois, so he's much friendlier to coal. Hillary Clinton, in keeping with her more middle-of-the-road approach to this issue, also has not been outspoken on the issue of coal."

Edwards is also the only major Democratic candidate to promise to oppose construction of any new nuclear power plants. Obama and Clinton have both refused to make that promise.

Obama also voted for a 2005 energy bill promoted by Vice President Dick Cheney that provided billions of dollars in subsidies for oil, gas, and nuclear power. Partially as a result of that bill's passage, there are now 17 companies planning to build 29 nuclear power plants in the United States. 

Obama was asked to defend that vote in last Tuesday's MSNBC debate.

"The reason I voted for it was because it was the single biggest investment in clean energy -- solar, wind, biodiesel -- that we have ever seen," Obama said. "If we are going to deal with our dependence on foreign oil, we are going to need to ramp up how we're producing energy here in the United States."

As to nuclear energy, Obama said: "If we could find a cost-efficient, safe way to produce nuclear energy and we knew how to store it effectively, then we should pursue it because what we don't want to do is produce more greenhouse gases." 

Edwards was not in Congress in 2005 when the bill was under consideration. Clinton voted against that energy bill. 

"I think we have to break the lock of the special interests," she said, responding to Obama. "That's why I've proposed a strategic energy fund: $50 billion to invest in clean, renewable energies....[I would] take the subsidies that were given to oil and gas companies in the 2005 energy bill that Dick Cheney wrote and give them to renewable energies." 

Buth despite Hertzgaard's endorsement of Edward as the strongest candidate on global warming, one group that monitors senators' voting histories ranks Obama and Clinton much greener than Edwards. 

The League of Conservation Voters says Obama and Clinton voted with environmental groups at least 90 percent of the time. Edwards voted with the groups 59 percent of the time while he was in the U.S. Senate. 

But the League of Conservation Voters' Navin Nayak says the difference between the Democrats is small. 

"It's all a matter of degrees," Nayak told OneWorld. "The differences between the Democrats and most of the Republicans is really night and day. That's something any voter, no matter how engaged, will get." 

Nayak said the leading Democrats' main difference on environmental policy is one of style. But, he said, when it comes to combating global warming that's not insignificant. 

"The one part of the story that hasn't gotten enough scrutiny is how effectively and how quickly can the next president bring the world together," he said. "This is going to need to be a massive international effort, and the next president will have to lead the way." 

Tonight's Myrtle Beach debate, which is co-sponsored by the Congressional Black Caucus Institute, will be televised live on CNN. South Carolina's Democratic voters go to the polls Saturday. 

http://us.oneworld.net/article/view/157062/1/

Memories Of Va. Tech Permeate Gun Debate

Background-Check Bill Sparks Capitol 'Lie-In'

Lying on their backs to represent people killed by guns in Virginia last year, protesters called for requiring background checks for all gun-show purchases. 
By Sandhya Somashekhar 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
Tuesday, January 22, 2008; Page B01 

RICHMOND, Jan. 21 -- Hundreds of advocates flooded the state Capitol on Monday to urge the Virginia General Assembly to enact reforms on such issues as the environment, immigration and gun control. 

On a day dominated by personal lobbying, memories of the massacre at Virginia Tech pervaded the Capitol as activists from across the state converged to call on lawmakers to make changes in Virginia's gun laws and mental health system. 

Although Monday was a federal holiday commemorating the birth of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., the General Assembly was in session. The House of Delegates voted tentatively to repeal the high fees on bad drivers and to delay until 2010 the requirement that schoolgirls be vaccinated against a virus that can cause cervical cancer. 

Gun-control advocates, including survivors of the April 16 shooting rampage that took the lives of 32 victims at Virginia Tech, poured into a Senate committee meeting to support a bill that would require background checks for all gun-show sales. They then staged a "lie-in," lying on their backs outside the Capitol to draw attention to gun deaths in Virginia last year. 

Many gun-rights activists also showed up at the committee meeting -- some wearing guns -- and came in force to watch the protest. The gun-show law, which failed in a House committee last week and is not expected to pass this year, would not have stopped Virginia Tech senior Seung Hui Cho from killing fellow students and himself last year, they have argued. 

"I think it's a huge display of ignorance," said Anne Burke, 47, gesturing to the people lying in the grass. The Spotsylvania County resident wore a sticker that said, "Guns save lives." 

But the counter-demonstration drew a tearful reaction from Kate Villars, 19, of Centreville, whose friend Reema Samaha died in the Virginia Tech attack. 

"I respect their right to express their views, but I felt they were very disrespectful," she said, wiping away tears. 

Elsewhere, environmentalists lobbied lawmakers in support of a bill that would require that 20 percent of the state's energy come from such renewable sources as wind and solar energy. And activists from Northern Virginia held a news conference to try to garner support for more than 100 immigration bills that have been introduced in the General Assembly, many of which would curb services to illegal immigrants. 

Earlier in the day, hundreds of people involved in mental health and mental retardation issues gathered at a church across the street from the Capitol to call for additional money for counseling and drug treatment, among other things. The legislature has begun sorting through the dozens of bills introduced this session to reform the state's mental health system in the wake of the Virginia Tech shootings. 

The most visible activists, however, were those on both sides of the gun-show law. Currently, unlicensed gun vendors at gun shows are not required to conduct background checks on purchasers. Gun-control advocates say that is a loophole in the law that could lead to another massacre. 

But gun-rights groups argue that the killings at Virginia Tech would not have been prevented by the law because Cho did not buy his weapons at a gun show. Moreover, they say, requiring average citizens, who often sell at gun shows, to do background checks could threaten privacy rights and hurt business. 

"It comes down to: Guns are a legal commodity, a right under the Constitution," said Nick DeLeon, 29, a sporting goods salesman from Springfield. Like many of the gun-rights advocates, he came toting a pistol, a .45-caliber semiautomatic, over his right hip. 

At one point during Monday's hearing of the Senate's Courts of Justice committee, Philip Van Cleave, president of the pro-gun Virginia Citizens Defense League, said gun laws are already "onerous." For example, he said, an instant background check can take more than 24 hours, a complaint that drew sarcastic cries of sympathy from the anti-gun activists. 

It also prompted an angry response from Senate Majority Leader Richard L. Saslaw (D-Fairfax), who sits on the committee. "How onerous do you think this has been on the family sitting to your left?" he said, referring to relatives of Samaha. 

The tensions flared again during the protest when families of victims of gun violence made emotional and sometimes fiery pleas for more restrictive gun laws. Gun-rights advocates quietly held up signs that said: "Life is precious. Guns protect it," and "Freedom is not a loophole." 

The sentiment inspired quiet anger in Colin Goddard, 22, a Virginia Tech senior and a survivor of the shootings, who said lax gun laws were partly to blame for the incident. 

"People tell me I am alive because of God or luck or a bunch of other stuff," he said. "I don't know how much I can accept any of those, but one thing I can't accept is that it was just criminals being criminals and I was just caught in the wrong situation at the wrong time." 

Staff writers Tim Craig and Anita Kumar contributed to this report. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2008/01/21/AR2008012102156.html

Lawyers Embrace U.S. Global-Warming Practice at $700 an Hour             

By Cynthia Cotts                                                        

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Jan. 22 (Bloomberg) -- Lawyers are becoming some of the best-paid environmentalists. Twenty of the 100 highest-grossing U.S. law firms have started practices advising companies on climate change, according to a Bloomberg survey of the firms' Web sites. The attorneys help clients finance clean-energy projects and lobby Congress, typically billing $500 to $700 an hour. 

Firms including Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, Heller Ehrman and Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton joined the global warming cause as real-estate and structured-finance attorneys lost jobs to the worst U.S. housing slump in 27 years. The move into climate-change law is gaining traction as Congress considers a mandatory carbon market to curb   greenhouse gas emissions.

``Since the elections last November, climate change has had a higher profile as a political issue,'' said Paul Gutermann, co- leader of Washington-based Akin Gump's group, which comprises 50 of the firm's1,023 attorneys. Gutermann's team is helping clients including PG&E Corp. push U.S. lawmakers to establish a market that uses so-called carbon credits to penalize heavy polluters financially. Senators John Warner and Joseph Lieberman introduced a bill inspired by Europe's carbon market, and attorneys predict some legislation will pass after President George W.   

Bush, who opposes mandatory caps on emissions, leaves office in a year. Global warming, driven by heat-trapping gases, is causing Arctic ice to melt and sea levels to rise, a United Nations panel of scientists said last year. International Action. International reaction has sparked interest in reducing carbon dioxide emissions, making energy use more efficient and adding to non-polluting power sources. Baker & McKenzie, a Chicago-based firm with 3,335 lawyers, was a pioneer, creating a climate-change group a decade ago. It became profitable after two years, said Richard Saines, who heads the U.S. part of the practice. The 60-lawyer team brought in estimated revenue of $15 million to $20 million in 2007, Saines said. The firm's total revenue in 2006 was $1.52 billion, according to the trade magazine American Lawyer.

``We saw this as one of the key international-law issues that would affect U.S.-based multinationals,'' Saines said. ``And that is now the case.'' Saines and others wouldn't disclose how much they bill. Hourly rates for climate-change partners at the biggest law firms in the largest U.S. cities are typically $500 to $700, said Chuck Wehland, an environmental partner at Washington-based Jones Day, which started a practice in 2001. Lawyers' Fees. In the Midwest and Pacific Northwest, attorneys more often charge $300 to $500, said Rick Glick, president of the American College of Environmental Lawyers. The range is in line with fees for attorneys in other practice areas, said Edward Zaelke, a partner in the 28-person renewable-energy practice at New York- based Chadbourne & Parke. PG&E paid Akin Gump $400,000 for lobbying Congress in the first half of  2007, according to a federal disclosure statement. Not all the activity was climate-related and the team did more than lobby, Gutermann said. He declined to elaborate. Companies in all U.S. sectors are turning to lawyers to help them systems to monitor, report and verify carbon credits, lawyers say.      

The world carbon-trading market tripled to about $30 billion between 2005 and 2006, according to the World Bank. Such a market in the U.S.may reach as much as $300 billion by 2020, Peter Orszag, director of the Congressional Budget Office, said in U.S. House testimony last year.     

European Model

The model proposed by Warner, a Virginia Republican, and Lieberman, an independent from Connecticut, is similar to the European Union's emissions program. Heavy polluters must buy credits to comply, while cleaner companies can profit by selling them.

``The idea is you let the people who are doing the polluting find the most efficient way to reduce pollution,'' said Robert Zwirb, a derivatives lawyer at New York-based Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft. ``If one utility can do it more cheaply than another, they engage in a trade. It's similar to swaps, only instead of dealing with interest rates, you're dealing with greenhouse gases.''                                  

Akin Gump started its group two months ago with lawyers from existing practices expert on the environment, energy litigation, investments, project finance and public policy. San Francisco- based Heller Ehrman created its multidisciplinary team a year ago. Sheppard Mullin started a 50-member practice in May.                                             

Growing Market                                                           

Building on existing clients, Los Angeles-based Sheppard Mullin has produced a ``substantial influx of work'' on land use, compliance and energy projects, said Randolph Visser, who heads a climate group comprised of 50 of the firm's 517 lawyers. Customers include transportation companies in the Port of Los Angeles and FirmGreen Energy Inc., a closely held Newport Beach, California, developer of clean technology.      

``These are evolving marketplaces that require scrutiny by law firms to make sure we are in compliance and to take advantage of marketing opportunities,'' said FirmGreen Chief Executive Officer Steven Wilburn. ``If you just look at the hourly rate, it seems hard to justify. But if you look at the overall business plan, it's a cost you have to plan for.'' Wilburn would not disclose how much FirmGreen pays attorneys. Climate-change attorneys also advise private-equity firms and hedge funds on clean-energy projects.                                          Worldwide investments in sustainable energy sources such as wind, solar and water power rose 43 percent to $70.9 billion in 2006, according to a UN report.              

Wind Projects                                                           

In the U.S., more than $4 billion was invested in wind projects alone, according to Chadbourne's Zaelke, who specializes in financing and developing wind farms. One of Zaelke's clients, John Deere Renewables, has invested more than $500 million since 2005 in community wind farms in seven states. The company, part of the financial services arm of Des Moines, Iowa-based Deere & Co., gets advice on supply agreements, project development and tax structures, said David Drescher, general manager of John Deere Wind Energy. ``They've been to a lot of wind farms,'' Drescher said.                

To contact the reporter on this story: Cynthia Cotts in New York at

ccotts@bloomberg.net .                                                   

http://alquemie.smartbrief.com/alquemie/servlet/encodeServlet?issueid=28E5F4CA-3B86-447B-9CF8-F50989186103&lmid=1820493
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Syria

Factories Negative Impact on Environmental Pollution “Arabic”
http://www.sana.sy/ara/8/2008/01/21/157281.htm
Symposium: Climate Change Imposes Shift to Modern Irrigation “Arabic”
http://www.sana.sy/ara/8/2008/01/21/157363.htm
Oman

Municipalities and Water Resources Month assessment panel visits wilayats

MUSCAT — The Municipalities and Water Resources Month assessment and adjudication committee yesterday visited the wilayats of Nizwa and Al Hamra. Hamad bin Sulaiman Al Gharibi, Under-Secretary of Regional Municipalities Affairs and Head of the committee, said that the projects reviewed by the committee reflected high level of awareness of the people on the necessity to co-operate with the committee on implementing service projects. He said that the team would visit the remaining 14 shortlisted wilayats until next Tuesday

http://www.omanobserver.com/Daily/Local/Localheads.htm
Minister discusses environment ties with officials

MUSCAT — On the sidelines of the 22nd GCC Environmental Committee meeting, Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal al Busaidy, Minister of Environment and Climate Affairs, received here yesterday under-secretaries in charge of environment affairs and members of the GCC environment co-ordination committee. The minister stressed the importance of holding such meeting, the themes discussed and means of developing a system and linking them to development projects. The meeting also dealt with multi-lateral co-operation, and the possibility of exchanging expertise

http://www.omanobserver.com/Daily/Local/Localheads.htm
UAE

Protecting Ras Al Khor sanctuary 'no easy task'

Dubai: Dubai Municipality will face a daunting task to maintain the status of Ras Al Khor Sanctuary as a protected area after it was listed by the Ramsar Convention as the internationally recognised wetland, said an environment expert. 

The expert on the condition of anonymity said that rising pollution in Dubai Creek from marine transport, dumping of untreated water from the sewage treatment plant and the upcoming major residential and commercial projects along the Dubai Creek are major threats to the wildlife sanctuary, which is located at the end of the Dubai Creek. 

Safe haven
"Although property developers have committed some funds to protect the sanctuary, it will not help stop damage to the natural surroundings of the wetlands and the migratory birds will also possibly shy away from the site," he feared.

Dubai Municipality yesterday announced that the Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary has been listed as an internationally recognised and protected wetland area in the UAE. 

Ramsar Convention, an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable utilisation of wetland signed in 1971 in Iran, has confirmed the sanctuary as the UAE's first recognised wetland. It is the third such site in the GCC countries. The treaty was officially ratified by the UAE last year. 

Hamdan Al Shair, Director of Environment Department at Dubai Municipality, said Al Shair said the sanctuary is one of the few urban protected areas in the world recognised as an Important Bird Area (IBA) by the BirdLife International. This sanctuary is established by fulfilling all the standard criteria of protected areas defined by IUCN - the World Conservation Union. 

He noted that the sanctuary is a safe haven for a variety of plants, animals and birds, which are challenged by the demanding climatic regime, the geology and other physical conditions. 

There are presently 157 Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention, with 1,708 wetland sites, totalling 153 million hectares, designated for inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance.

"Being within the urban area, the sanctuary was always under regular anthropogenic threats and pressures. A series of measures, including the enactment of comprehensive laws and statutory regulations for the protection of the sanctuary and ensuring sustainable development have been taken," he said.

Ecosystem: 266 species of fauna 

The Ras Al Khor sanctuary, which supports high species concentration and diverse ecosystems, is the first wildlife sanctuary in Dubai. 

Covering 6.2 sq km and surrounded by a buffer zone, the sanctuary holds approximately 266 species of fauna and 47 species of flora. 

The existence of various ecosystems within the sanctuary - mangroves, mudflats, lagoons, sabkhas, reed beds and shrub lands - contributes to rich biological diversity; as these support a variety of plants, insects, molluscs, fishes, reptiles, birds and mammals. 

The majestic Flamingoes in the background of lush green mangroves are the most visible and attractive natural feature of the sanctuary.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10184006.html
Masdar City will be self sustainable and have underground transport system

Dubai: Masdar City has been one man's chance to design on a clean sheet, 'a sustainable city of the most ambitious undertaking', said Lord Foster, chairman and founder of Foster and Partners, the masterplanners behind Abu Dhabi's zero waste, zero carbon city. 

"The biggest challenge is to realise the very ambitious goals set. We've learnt from traditional architecture about spacing and shading, however, less desirable quarters have been demolished as they don't answer the needs of the people in terms of access and mobility," Lord Foster told Gulf News in an exclusive phone interview on Tuesday. 

The focus of the World Future Energy Summit this week, Masdar City incorporates an underground personal rapid transport system to take people in and around the community as it will be inaccessible to cars. 

Lord Norman Foster, 73, founded Foster and Partners in London in 1967. Over the past 40 years the company has created a wide range of work, from urban masterplans, public infrastructure, airports, civic and cultural buildings. Masdar City is their third project in the UAE. 

"Designing a city rather than inheriting a city, with keeping in mind access and keeping it pedestrian-friendly gives you the chance to create a community with very good connections," he said. 

"It is better when you can look at infrastructure and mobility as well as the sustainability of buildings, the transport of people and goods as well. Making that connection can make inroads in sustainable communities which have never been done before," said Lord Foster. 

Masdar City will be a walled city for a population of 40,000 residents. Outside the perimeter walls land will be used to produce renewable energy for the city and any extra will, for the first time in the Middle East go back to the national grid. 

Lord Foster will give the closing keynote speech on Thursday at 4.45pm in Hall 5.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10184049.html
UAE to help Bangladesh set up internet-based system to assist jobseekers 

Abu Dhabi: The UAE would assist Bangladesh Ministry of Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment in setting up an internet-based system to assist jobseekers, said Bangladesh Embassy in a statement.

Dr Ali Bin Abdullah Al Ka’abi, the UAE Labour Minister, assured Dr Iftekhar Ahmad Chowdhury, Foreign Adviser, who is in Abu Dhabi for a labour conference.

They also decided to set up a joint committee to implement the Memorandum of Understanding signed in Dhaka during the UAE minister's recent visit to Bangladesh.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10183960.html
Weathermen say scattered rain expected across country

Al Ain/Dubai: Scattered rain is expected in the next two days as a low pressure system moves towards the country.

Weathermen said the cold winds associated with the system will also drop the maximum temperature to 19 degrees celsius on Wednesday and Thursday. The rain is, however, expected to be light.

Amnah Yaseen, a duty forecaster at Dubai Meteorological Office, comforts residents with the news that the rain could be light.

The National Centre for Meteorology and Seismology (NCMS) said it will be cloudy with moderate winds. There are chances of dust-raising winds and the sea will be moderately rough at times with three to six feet high waves offshore. 

Dubai and Sharjah recorded the highest ever rainfall in January last week, inundating the emirates with more than 108mm of rain. The rain and improper drainage systems made commuting near impossible. Many residents are still getting their vehicle engines cleaned and dried after driving through water-logged roads.

According to the NCMS, more chances of rain are expected in the northern parts of the emirates.

The maximum temperature was recorded on Tuesday at 25 degree celsius in Al Ain, followed by 24 degree celsius in Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah. Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Ajman, and Umm Al Quwain recorded 23 degrees celsius.

Strategy: 'drainage pipes emptied'
Municipalities are ready to tackle the rain expected on Wednesday.

An emergency team at the Dubai Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) is all set to cope with emergencies arising from the rain. "We have been coordinating with the municipality and also our contractors to clear roads of rain water," said a spokesperson. 

A team at the Drainage and Irrigation Department of the Dubai Municipality has geared up to cope with the situation arising out of any expected rains, said an official. 

"We have been cleaning drains and maintaining water pumping machines to clear rain water," he added. He said that an action team has already been set up to deal with any emergency situation.

Abdul Aziz Al Mansouri, Deputy Manager, Drainage Department at Sharjah Municipality, said that trenches have been placed in the low lying areas and that all the damaged diesel pumps have been repaired and are currently operating normally.

"The drainage pipes were blocked last week but they have now all been emptied. All the critical areas which suffered from last week's rain have diesel pumps on standby," he said. The affected areas include Emirates Road, Industrial Area 10, Sharjah Ring Road and Al Ramaqia.

A senior RAK municipal official said tens of water pumping vehicles have been put in place to handle any emergency.

An emergency plan is in place covering the entire emirate.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10183939.html
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Ban Ki-moon, International Olympic Committee discuss expanded cooperation

22 January - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the head of the

International Olympic Committee (IOC) today agreed on expanding their cooperation, especially in tackling climate change.

“We will work very closely together for our common efforts to address global warming issues,” Mr. Ban told reporters in Lausanne, Switzerland, following his meeting with IOC

President Jacques Rogge.

The Secretary-General and Mr. Rogge also conferred on the potential positive impact of this summer’s Beijing Olympics.

The upcoming Games will create “a very important momentum” to spur discussions on peace, as well as climate change, a top priority for Mr. Ban.

He expressed his appreciation for the IOC’s commitment to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), eight targets to eliminate poverty and other ills by 2015, especially in regards to the environment.

The Secretary-General also lauded Mr. Rogge for being recognized as 2007 Champion of the Earth by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

“Through sports we can promote peace and dialogue and reconciliation,” Mr. Ban noted.

Tomorrow, Mr. Ban is scheduled to address a memorial service in honour of the 17 UN staff members who lost their lives in last month’s terrorist bombing in Algiers, Algeria.

After attending the World Economic Forum in Davos this week, he will depart for another leg of his trip which will take him to Slovenia, Slovakia, Rwanda and Ethiopia.

________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





ADB and its partners to provide seed capital for green energy projects (Xinhua)


Sudan reiterates commitment to fight against climate change (Sudan Tribune)


UN-backed scientific boat completes record-breaking drift across Arctic (UN News Centre)


IOC, UN confer on potential positive impact of Beijing Olympics (Xinhua)


Ban Ki-moon, International Olympic Committee discuss expanded cooperation (UN News Centre)


Busaidi meets AGCC environment officials (Times of Oman)


 











	General Environment News





Big News Network: New York clones ancient trees in greening efforts


Daily News: County supervisors consider plastic-bag ban, fee


The Globe and Mail: Premiers put global warming on agenda


ENN: U.S. says world must improve energy efficiency


IPS: CLIMATE CHANGE: Big Business Ponders a Low-Carbon Diet


One World US: Dems Pressed on Global Warming Ahead of South Carolina Vote 


The Washington Post: Memories Of Va. Tech Permeate Gun Debate


Alquemie: Lawyers Embrace U.S. Global-Warming Practice at $700 an Hour




















	UNEP or UN in the News


The New York Times: Issuing a Bold Challenge to the U.S. Over Climate


























