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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 31 January 2008

Other Environment News
· UN: Climate Change May Cost $20 Trillion (AP)
· China calls for a clean and green Games (Reuters)
· Hawaii hosts Bush climate talks (BBC)
· U.S.-led climate talks open in Hawaii amid protests (Reuters)
· EU not expects major U.S. moves to tackle climate change (Xinhua)
· Environmentalists rally in protest of U.S. climate policy (Xinhua)
· Japan seeks cooperation with China to deal with climate change (Xinhua)
· Backgrounder: Major policy positions on climate change of the Bush administration (Xinhua)
·  Sans mesures immédiates, l'impact du tourisme sur le climat devrait doubler  d'ici à trente ans (Le Monde)
· Continúa el aumento de personas enfermas por cambio de clima (La Cronuica)
· Norwegian FM: Norway, China should strengthen climate-change cooperation (Xinhua)
· Environment Ministers Seek More Funds To Combat Climate Change (AHN)
· Zurich sets up Climate Change council (Financial Standard)
· Charles to give climate change talk (Press Association)
· Rise in CO2 emissions predicted (Guardian)
· Loss of set-aside farmland threatens birds, RSPB warns (Guardian)
· Can motorsport ever be eco-friendly? (Independent)
· NZ not so clean and green – report (New Zealand Herald) 
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROAP
· ROA
· RONA
· ROWA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 30 January 2008 (none)
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 30 January 2008 (none)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
New Zealand Herald: Helen Clark: My plan for a sustainable future

5:00AM Thursday January 31, 2008
By Helen Clark 

This is an edited version of the Prime Minister's address to the Waitakere Business Club yesterday.
I stand before you early in my ninth year as Prime Minister, proud of what has been achieved on my watch, and looking forward to the challenges which lie ahead.

Our Government does take pride in: leading the economy through its longest run of economic growth since the Second World War, building an economy now a third larger than when we were elected in 1999, the creation of 360,000 more jobs in the economy, the drop in benefit numbers by almost 140,000, the creation of greater security in retirement through setting a higher rate of New Zealand Superannuation, and establishing the New Zealand Superannuation Fund, and KiwiSaver.

And who wouldn't be proud of providing the huge family tax relief available through Working for Families, or the major investments in education, health, policing and infrastructure?

Successful leadership and government is about establishing a vision for what might be, and then taking the many steps forward which will make that vision a reality.

Without doubt our economy is now more resilient, and that's critical when there's global market volatility of the type experienced this year. This is not a time for gambling with our country's future.

So, where from here in our quest to provide more opportunity, more security and to build even more pride in this unique nation which I'm proud to call home?

For me the key concept is sustainability. What we build has to be solid and substantial - not a flash in the pan - and it has to endure.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
This year we are the host country for World Environment Day, in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme.

The theme is "kicking the carbon habit" - and there is a real sense of urgency about it.

Those who thought the concern about climate change was a hoax look progressively sillier as the consensus around the science and seriousness of the projections becomes rock solid.

The world's affluent consumers across developed and emerging markets will increasingly be making ethical choices about the goods and services they buy - and not least about their food and their travel.

Those two sectors on their own make up a substantial part of our foreign exchange earnings. So we must be on the side of the "angels".

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY
The truth is that New Zealand is still paying the price of past years of economic failure and harsh social policy.

Broken families and shattered lives were the product of long term, intergenerational high unemployment and deprivation. Today's young violent criminals are the children of the "Mother of All Budgets" in 1991.

A magic wand can't wave that away - but by giving everyone a chance to succeed we can, over time, make a big difference.

We anticipate more growth and investment from last year's major business tax package, not least from the stimulus to business R&D.

There's huge investment going into public infrastructure across energy and transport - into power transmission and generation, and into roading, rail and public transport.

Infrastructure in the 21st century includes broadband - and the faster and cheaper it is, the better for our economic development, but more needs to be done.

We are encouraging private sector initiative - and looking at how government should best exercise its leadership role. We are updating the New Zealand Digital Strategy with stakeholder input.

An outward-looking economy like ours needs good market access - which is why so much time is spent on trade policy.

I hope soon to be able to report progress with China.

Twenty-first century infrastructure, telecommunications, innovation, a favourable business tax regime and investment, opening up markets, and a commitment to sustainability are all part of our package of change which is strengthening the economy and underpinning higher living standards.

But there's another critical ingredient - the direct contribution of our people through their knowledge and skills.

And realising the full potential of our people is not only good for the economy - it's transformational for our society too.

Investment in education is an indispensable part of building a sustainable New Zealand - and Labour's record in education is strong.

But it's time to do more to realise the full potential of our young people.

Currently around 71 per cent stay at school until their 17th birthday - but that means 29 per cent don't.

Around 60 per cent of our students leave school with at least an NCEA Level Two qualification - but 40 per cent don't.

Around half our current workforce does not have the education and skills needed to function fully in a knowledge economy.

In a time of near full employment, those without qualifications can still find work. But a low skills base stops us growing the value of the economy and lifting our living standards to their full potential. 

EARLY INTERVENTION
Next week the Minister of Health and I will be launching the new B4 school health checks - aimed at all 4- to 5-year-olds. This is a big programme based on the simple philosophy that healthy children are the most likely to succeed at school. This programme has been trialled with positive results.

These preschool checks will also aim to identify early the estimated 5 per cent of children who have conduct disorder and/or severe antisocial behaviour.

Among [these children] will be some of the next generation of violent criminals if we don't act.

LIFTING THE EDUCATION AGE TO 18
The Government acknowledges the importance of lifting the level of both participation and achievement in education and training.

The policy I am announcing is for all young people to be in school or some other form of education or of training until they reach the age of 18.

In this day and age, boosting teenage participation in formal education is much more complex than simply lifting the school-leaving age. Yet the work of the Secondary Futures project strongly suggests that we can design and resource our schools so that they are able to retain a higher proportion of students.

Partnerships are needed with employers, tertiary educators, and private training providers and communities, to ensure that a range of options to meet student needs are available.

The Gateway programme being rolled out across all high schools is an example of the flexibility we have been building into the school curriculum. It works because employers and schools work together in the best interests of young people.

YOUTH APPRENTICESHIPS
In schools, students can enrol in youth apprenticeship programmes. This takes the Gateway concept a step further, giving structure to a course of study which could lead a student into a modern apprenticeship.

These apprenticeships will also offer ... the prospect of paid employment during school breaks and the ability to earn credits towards their apprenticeship while still at school.

That plan will address the need to invest in professional development, support engagement in Maori and Pacific communities, broaden the range of enrolment options, provide quality careers advice within schools, and establish clear links with iwi, business and industry to open up opportunities for young people.

Winning elections is about being believable, having a strong record, and presenting the most compelling and forward-looking vision for our country. And that's what I'm focused on this year as we work to build the best possible future for New Zealand.

This story was found at: http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/466/story.cfm?c_id=466&objectid=10489693&pnum=0
___________________________________________________________________________
Reuters: FACTBOX-Climate change debate coins new jargon

Wed Jan 30, 2008 11:44pm GMT

Jan 30 (Reuters) - The world's biggest emitters of global-warming greenhouse gases met behind closed doors on Wednesday for a U.S.-sponsored conference as protesters pointed out Hawaii's vulnerability to climate change.

To understand the climate-change debate, it helps to understand the jargon, a mixture of diplomatese, pundit-speak and techno-talk. Here are some terms used at meetings on global warming.

KYOTO - Short for Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement adopted in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, which sets binding targets for emission of greenhouse gases that spur global warming. Under this agreement, developed countries are to cut their emissions by an average of 5.2 percent below what they were in 1990. The United States rejected this agreement, arguing that it unfairly exempts developing countries like China and India. The Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

FRAMEWORK - The U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, a 1992 agreement that the United States and 191 other countries have signed. Like Kyoto, it seeks to keep greenhouse gases from hitting a level that would interfere with climate, but has no legally binding requirements.

GREENHOUSE GASES - Chemicals that trap the sun's heat near the Earth like a blanket. These substances include carbon dioxide, which is emitted by humans and all other creatures that breathe air. They are also emitted by coal-fired power plants and petroleum-fueled vehicles. They are not the most intense greenhouse gas -- methane is 10 times more powerful in contributing to global warming -- but carbon dioxide from fossil fuel consumption produces 82 percent of the world's human-generated greenhouse gases.

CAP AND TRADE - Policy tool that sets limits on harmful emissions, giving allowances to affected industries and countries within these limits, or caps. Those with emissions above the cap can trade with those with emissions below it. Also known as emissions trading.

CARBON FOOTPRINT - A measure of the impact of human activities on the environment in terms of the amount of greenhouse gases they produce, measured in units of carbon dioxide.

CARBON OFFSETS - Paying to make up for carbon emissions. One example is planting trees or contributing to a wind farm to make up for the carbon dioxide emitted during air or car travel.

UN CLIMATE PANEL - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization and the U.N. Environment Program, which has produced a series of reports on climate change. Their fourth assessment, issued in 2007, said it is 90 percent probable global warming is occurring and humans contribute to it.

BALI - Indonesian island where scientists and policy makers gathered in December to discuss how to cut climate-warming emissions after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. Nearly 200 nations agreed at U.N.-led talks there to launch negotiations on a new pact to fight global warming after a reversal by the United States allowed a breakthrough. Despite its turnaround in the meeting, which approved a "roadmap" for two years of negotiations to adopt a new treaty to succeed Kyoto beyond 2012, the White House said it still had "serious concerns" about the way forward.

MAJOR ECONOMIES - The world's biggest emitters of carbon dioxide. They are: the United States, China, the 27-member European Union, Russia, India, Japan, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Indonesia, South Korea, Australia and South Africa.

___________________________________________________________________________

Associated Content: The Ganges River Dolphin and Legal Protections
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A rare Ganges river dolphin was killed by a fisherman in Bangladesh.
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This rare Ganges River Dolphin is currently classified as an endangered species. 

According to www.transworldnews.com, a rare Ganges river dolphin was killed by a fisherman in Bangladesh. The reason that these man gave for killing this rare species of dolphin is because they had never seen it before. This however did not stop them from trying to sell the dolphin after they had killed it. 

This rare Ganges River Dolphin is currently classified as an endangered species. If however people continue to ignore the laws as far as killing or capturing endangered spices, soon they will be extinct. According to the CNN Newswire, the men who killed the dolphin were unable to sell it and just ended up dumping the dolphin for others to see. It really makes you feel for those poor dolphins, and also makes you wonder what legal protections for their for dolphins around the world. 

One such law in the United States protects dolphins from any type of hunting, harming or harassing. This is under the Marine Mammal Protections Act or MMPA. Both the National Marine Fisheries Service of the Commerce Department and the US Fish and Wildlife Service are responsible for administering this Marine Mammal protection Act. The problem with the Marine Mammal Protection Act is that it is not enforced enough. They are also protected under the International Dolphin Conservation Act of 1992. 

The International Dolphin Conservation Act is designed to help countries around the world to stop killing and hunting dolphins through economic incentives. Of course many of these acts and laws have continually changed and in some cases gotten away for the original purpose of issue which is to protect dolphins around the world. In 2005 the UN Environment Program (Unep), wanted more protection measures for dolphins and whales. These protective measures included the Ganges River dolphin. 

There are many countries around the world who have laws to protect and keep the whales safe. Brazil happens to have very strict laws that protect dolphins from being hunted and killed in any way. Additional help comes from companies that agree to participate in the Flipper Seal of Approval program. Any company who has this seal of approval has agreed to only purchase tuna products that do not involve the killing of dolphins. These companies sign an agreement that says they will allow monitors to check their factories and records to make sure that are complying with the agreement. To read more information on the Flipper Seal of approval program you can visit http://www.earthtrust.org.

___________________________________________________________________________

European parliament: Water, climate change and sustainable development

Environment - 30-01-2008 - 10:09
At the Climate Change Committee's Fourth Thematic session on Tuesday, MEPs and experts discussed the complex links between global warming and the world's water. Water scarcity, climate change and sustainable development, it was agreed, are issues which are closely linked and cannot be successfully tackled in isolation.

"Water is one of the sources of climate change, but it is also an indicator of climate change", said theme leader Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP-ED, ES). "It is the resource which most effects human life”. In view of the growing scarcity of water, as she then added, “the process of adaptation is going to require a number of sacrifices and changes in our way of life.” 
 
Water problems cannot be solved in isolation
 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP) official Kaveh Zahedi, speaking on behalf of UNEP Executive Director  Achim Steiner, argued that "it is hard to draw a line between where water ends and climate change begins; and between where climate change ends and sustainable development begins." It was clear, he added, that without a far-reaching post-Kyoto climate change regime, "our ability to reach the Millennium Development Goals, as they relate to water and other issues, will be impossible." That said, "we cannot confine water in a box and address it with exclusively water related policies.”
 
Developing countries will not be the only ones to suffer water-related problems from climate change. Southern Europe, said Mr Zahedi, is due to become "especially vulnerable to droughts": rainfall in the region, he warned, may fall "by as much as 80% over the coming decades". Any sensible water policy for Europe and beyond, he concluded, "must include combating climate change, just as any sensible climate change policy must have water at its very core”. 
 
Professor Riccardo Petrella, President of the European Research Institute on Water Policy, underlined the human dimension of global water scarcity by pointing out that "1.5 billion people have no access to drinkable water and 2.6 billion people don’t have access to a clean toilet. The ecological disaster is really a cultural disaster,” he said. 
 
Agriculture, biofuels and climate change
 
During a panel discussion on "Sustainable development, land-use change and livestock", president of Ecosocial Forum Europe (and former EU commissioner) Franz Fischler turned to the role of agriculture in climate change. As he put it, “agriculture is partly responsible for climate change; it will be damaged by climate change; and it will profit from climate change.” Agriculture, he said, could also help "mitigate the effects of climate change". Biomass "will become a key raw material that will be able to replace oil or gas", provided, as Mr Fischler noted, that it is produced on a sustainable basis. 
 
“I am surprised by the confidence [...] regarding biofuels," he then added. "We are a long way away from feasibility in the biofuel sector, even in economic terms. What we need now is a lot of research and development.” In the face of these uncertainties, Katerina Batzeli (PES, EL) asked how far the European Union was "obligated to get into the mentality of biofuels" in the first place? 
 
Sustainability criteria for biofuels?
 
"Biofuels urgently need sustainability criteria", agreed Mr Zahedi, noting that "it can take 1000 litres of water to make 1 litre of biofuel.” Responding to a question from Vittorio Prodi (ALDE, IT) on what these criteria would cover, Mr Zahedi said: "we haven’t come to a conclusion". He added, however, that such criteria "will probably include" the need to avoid price increases for local commodities and to take account of biofuels' impact on biodiversity. 
 
At the end of the debate, Ms Gutiérrez-Cortines pointed out the lack of awareness which still exists in some areas. “We need more science”, she emphasised, and “we need to find a common method of analysing our problems." EP climate change rapporteur Karl Heinz Florenz (EPP-ED, DE) cited the lack of effective implementation of existing water legislation: “We already have legislation: enforcement is what is difficult,” he said. “We don’t know everything," he concluded, "but we know enough to make a start.”

___________________________________________________________________________

Carbon Positive News: Carbon finance, emissions trading & offsets

Russia gives green light to JI 


Thursday, 31 January 2008 

In Russia, the biggest remaining obstacles hampering the development of Joint Implementation (JI) projects have been removed after Moscow this week gave the green light to project developers.

JI is a carbon trading mechanism set up under the Kyoto Protocol to allow facilitate projects to cut greenhouse gas emissions in former Communist countries. Kyoto’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) has taken off in recent years and has close to 3000 projects to reduce emissions in the developing world. But JI, its sister scheme for the former Soviet bloc “transition economies” has lagged despite European investors putting more than €3 billion on the table. 

In May last year, the Russian government issued a decree laying down the principles by which JI projects could be conducted around the country. But the rules and regulations to underpin the approval and verification of projects under the scheme have been missing until the Justice department handed over the procedures to the Economy ministry this week.

“The necessary framework is in place as of today,” Bloomberg reports Vsevolod Gavrilov, from the Economy ministry’s natural resources department, as saying on Tuesday.

There are currently 213 projects in the JI pipeline and only 60 in the vast Russian Federation, according to UNEP Risoe figures. Until this week, project developers had no way of securing host-country approval for their projects, needed to earn lucrative carbon credits called ERUs. The CDM has already delivered 100 million carbon offset credits from projects and has around two billion more in the pipeline. 

The government has said 300 million tonnes of reductions will be allowed under JI over the Kyoto period to 2012 although this may be raised. Vast quantities of relatively easy greenhouse emission reductions are available in Russia in fixing and replacing creaking Soviet-era infrastructure, such as repairing leaking gas pipelines and halting gas flaring.

Moscow’s JI panel must still say which third parties can scrutinise projects at the validation stage before they go to the government and UN for final approval. The whole approval process is expected to take some months.

The country’s national power utility, OAO Unified Energy System, now run by former Yeltsin advisor and finance minister Anatoly Chubais, has 40 JI projects alone on the drawing boards to deliver 35 million tonnes in emissions reductions, mainly from fuel switching away from coal.

Bloomberg, Reuters 29/1/08, Russian Law News 6/07

___________________________________________________________________________

Dominican Today: Renewable energy a priority in climate change fight, Caribbean environment chiefs say 

SANTO DOMINGO.- The Dominican Republic is the third biggest producer of carbon dioxide emissions in the Caribbean but could have a complete system of efficient, renewable energy production and public transportation “within 15 or 20 years,” said deputy environment minister Ernesto Reyna today, in a press conference at the 16th Forum of Environment Ministers of Latin America and the Caribbean.

The meeting continues in Santo Domingo until Friday, where representatives from 33 countries and various UN commissions agree yesterday that developing alternative energy production is a high priority for mitigating the effects of climate change in the Caribbean. 

Kakuko Nagatani, an officer with the Division of Early Warning and Assessment of the United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP), said at this morning`s press conference that power generation and transportation are the two biggest sources of carbon dioxide emissions. Those emissions are believed by scientists to be a major contributing factor to a global trend of climate change that has accelerated in the past 12 years, producing more frequent and intense weather phenomena like hurricanes that cause the greatest harm to vulnerable populations in less-developed countries. 

A statement issued by UNEP said the Dominican Republic produces 4.85 million metric tonnes of the greenhouse gas every year according to 2005 statistics, making it the third biggest emitter out of 18 Caribbean countries after Trinidad and Tobago (10.4 million metric tonnes) and Cuba (8.9 million metric tonnes). 

Reyna, who is also the commissioner of the Dominican government`s focus group on climate change, said renewable energy projects currently in development across the country will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions and help protect its biodiversity. He said the El Guanillo wind farm in ___, which was approved in 2006 and could potentially reduce emissions by 123,916 tonnes per year once operational, is just one reduction strategy being explored by government. 

He said the Santo Domingo metro is an important part of developing a cleaner and more efficient public transportation system in the nation`s capital, reducing the amount of emissions from personal vehicles. 

Orlando Rey, Director of Environment of the Cuban Secretariat for Science, Technology and Environment and a consultant for UNEP, said at the press conference that climate change intervention must occur at all levels of government and society and include strategies for preventing losses of life and tourism infrastructure from future storms and natural disasters, especially in coastal areas. 

Written by: Alexandra Pope 

______________________________________________________________________

Kuwait Times: Group tackles Kuwait's environmental issues

Published Date: January 31, 2008

By Nawara Fattahova, Staff writer

KUWAIT: The Green Line Environment Group (GLEG) launched its GEO 4 report entitled "Environment for Development," which focuses on global environmental issues. Kuwait's environment has suffered serious damage during the past few decades, the group says.

The damages that took place on the environment led two young Kuwaitis to come up with the idea of establishing GLEG. "We hope to make a change and to make the environment a top priority," said Khalid Al-Hajiri, Green Line's chair. "GLEG did not receive any help, but it still succeeded in developing and making changes to the environment.

Green Line was founded in 2001, and is the first green group in the region. It is listed in the UNEP and it consists of several sectors and publishes a monthly magazine addressing environmental issues. The group frequently publishes bulletins, has its own Web site, and cooperates with different organizations and authorities.

Al-Hajiri pointed out that Green Line is the first environmental association to release a GEO 4 report in the Middle East. "The specified description of the global environmental situation included in the report urges us all to work together to stop environmental damages that will kill humankind," he added.

Al-Hajiri's speech was followed by a documentary showing the GEO 4 report, along with pictures of environmental disasters all around the world. More than 390 world experts worked on preparing the report, which was then revised by more than 1,000 specialists from around the world.

The report mentions the environmental situation around the globe and highlights examples of related challenges facing humanity. It also includes possible scenarios of beating the odds and stories of success. The report included numerous interviews conducted by 100 governments and 50 organizations.

About 800,000 people die every year as a result of air pollution, and about a quarter of the diseases we are now dealing with are caused by environmental dangers," Al-Hajiri said. "Our health is affected by the changes and choices made by the human population.

The event was held yesterday at the IMAX cinema in the Scientific Center and was sponsored by Minister of Amiri-Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. It was organized in cooperation with the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and sponsored by different public and private organizations.

______________________________________________________________________

Ynet News: African endeavor

Thirty-one year old Ofir Drori heads fight against illegal hunting, trade in rare African animals, through Last Great Ape organization. 'Israel is a real force in the fight against animal poaching, trade in the international arena,' he says

Itamar Eichner

Ofir Drori, a self-proclaimed adventurer, is one of the new voices fighting the illegal hunting and trade of African wildlife.

Hundreds of elephants, apes, lions, tigers rhinos and parrots are hunted in Africa everyday, whether for food, or for trade in their body parts.

Drori, 31, first came to Africa eight years ago, where he quickly became a human-rights activist. After traveling through the continent, he found that its hunting and poaching laws were barely enforces, he formed LAGA – The Last Great Ape Organization, which became a leader in the fight against poaching.

"If no one does anything to stop the illegal trade, many rare animals will become extinct in a few years," he told Yedioth Ahronoth Tuesday. 

The third largest illegal trade in the world (Photo: Dalit Shaham)

Officially formed in 2003, LAGA, which is based in Cameroon, enjoys the support of the US and UK governments, the World Bank, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Interpol, the Israeli Foreign Ministry and African embassies; and by various independent American and European environmental protections and conservations organizations.

LAGA is recognized by the various African governments as well, which lend their security forces to its operations: The organization's activists, along with armed policemen perform investigations – covert or official – against those suspected in poaching, following them through with raids, arrests and the proper judicial proceedings, in many cases putting their lives at risk.

Trading in rare animals in a lucrative business, as nowadays, illegal ivory in traded at $700 for 2lbs. Ivory is mostly in demand in Asian markets. "A container carrying 600 tusks equals 300 dead elephants," said Drori. "People think poaching doesn't exist anymore, but nothing could be further from the truth."

The force behind many of the poachers is the mafia. "The smugglers make a lot of money. This is the world's third largest illegal trade after drugs and weapons," he added.

Drori is proud to be the Israeli heading the operation. "Israel has been a real force in the fight against animal poaching and trade in the international arena for many years. Our operational experience comes in handy when in comes to protecting nature."

______________________________________________________________________

All Africa News: Tanzania: Mining Poses Health, Environmental Threat - UN Expert

[Also appears in UN News Service (New York)

30 January 2008

Voicing concern about the impact of mining on the environment, workers and communities in Tanzania, an independent United Nations expert has recommended closer national monitoring of industry there.

Okechukwu Ibeanu, the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights, wrapped up a 10-day visit to the coastal East African nation today.

"I have observed through my meetings with a variety of stakeholders that the public may not have received any or sufficient information on the different chemical substances and dangerous products that they are exposed to in their workplace or their communities," he said in a statement.

Mr. Ibeanu said that the mining industry is of particular concern. "I have witnessed first-hand small-scale miners using mercury without proper safety equipment," he said, stressing that some miners lack the necessary information about the impact of mercury on their health and the environment.

He urged the Government and civil society to step up efforts to education and sensitize people about the dangers of mercury.

The Rapporteur also expressed concern about the impact of large-scale mining in Tanzania, noting the "limited government supervision" of the operations of large mining corporations regarding occupational health and safety standards.

Citing the mounting tensions between local communities and mining corporations, he called on authorities to monitor the industry's activities more closely.

Regarding the management of chemicals, the expert commended the Government for creating a comprehensive legal framework to deal with toxic and dangerous products and waste.

Mr. Ibeanu, a Nigerian national, serves in an unpaid, personal capacity. Appointed as a Special Rapporteur in 2004, he reports to the UN Human Rights Council.

___________________________________________________________________________
Diario DigitalRD.Com: Piden a ministros declarar energía renovable como alta prioridad

CONFERENCIA MEDIO AMBIENTE

Piden a ministros declarar energía renovable como alta prioridad

La reunión de los expertos se centró en cambio climático, biodiversidad, deforestación, salud, energía renovable y seguridad ali

Por Servicios de Noticias 

Diario DigitalRD.Com 

SANTO DOMINGO.-La Reunión Preparatoria de Expertos concluyó sus trabajos el miércoles con una propuesta a los ministros de medio ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe para que declaren la energía renovable como un tema de “alta prioridad”.  

“Hemos considerado el tema de los biocombustibles y de toda la energía renovable como un tema de alta prioridad para proponer a los ministros de medio ambiente que sesionan esta semana en Santo Domingo”, afirmó Rafael Almonte, director de Planificación Sectorial de la Secretaría de Estado de Medio Ambiente de la República Dominicana, quien presidió los trabajos del encuentro. 

Los expertos propondrán a los ministros de medio ambiente un énfasis especial en ese tema, en el entendido de que, junto a los beneficios ambientales que acarrea, puede sumar elementos a la seguridad alimentaria de las poblaciones. 

“Estamos hablando de la posibilidad de que en la región se generen fuentes energéticas, que no solamente generan una disminución de las emisiones que hacen daño y que generan el efecto invernadero, sino que esta generación de combustibles no atente contra la seguridad alimentaria”. Dijo que el uso de productos que antes se usaban para alimentos en la generación de combustibles está aumentando los precios de los alimentos, está poniendo en condiciones de riesgo la seguridad alimentaria de muchos países y de muchas regiones, y en América Latina de manera muy importante. 

Otros temas que los expertos pondrán en la mesa de los ministros son los problemas de los desechos sólidos, biodiversidad, la deforestación que afecta a más del 50 por ciento por ciento de la región, la vulnerabilidad y los riesgos asociados al cambio climático, relación entre salud y medio ambiente, biocomustibles, y protección de los recursos costeros y marinos antes los efectos del cambio climático. 

Almonte dijo que los especialistas identificaron el manejo de desechos sólidos como una de las acciones decisivas para enfrentar el deterioro del medio ambiente en la región, y advirtiendo que más del 40 por ciento de los que se generan en América Latina no son biodegradables. 

“Esos desechos, como son los plásticos, las sustancias peligrosas, son los que permanecen mucho tiempo en el ambiente, cien años, doscientos”, dijo. 

Los expertos demandan, además, que las comunidades perciban los beneficios que genera la explotación de los recursos naturales y se ponga fin a los desequilibrios. 

“La región de América Latina es altamente rica en recursos de la biodiversidad, sin embargo, esos recursos se explotan, se transformar en mercancía, se generan productos y la región, las comunidades no reciben los beneficios que se producen por esa utilización de la biodiversidad”, observaron. 

Según los expertos, a pesar de la riqueza de sus recursos naturales, en América Latina, las comunidades no reciben los beneficios por su explotación. 

Los expertos favorecen la creación de instrumentos mundiales vinculantes para garantizar que las comunidades reciban los beneficios de la utilización sostenible de la biodiversidad. 

Sobre el tema de desastres, los expertos insistieron en su relación con los efectos del cambio climático. 

“El manejo del riesgo ante eventos naturales, que progresivamente van a ser mayores y de mayor intensidad, es un problema que también ha sido considerado por los expertos como uno de los temas prioritarios”. 

Rafael Almonte resaltó entre otros temas examinados la relación existente entre el deterioro de la salud y el medio ambiente. 

“Hemos considerado cómo los factores adversos, los factores vinculados a la calidad del aire, al manejo de los desechos sólidos impactan en la salud humana”.
Elmercuriodigital.es: PNUMA auspicia una reunión medioambiental latinoamericana        

Escrito por El Mercurio Digital     

25-01-2008 a las 12:52:07  

El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) auspiciará una reunión en Santo Domingo en la que participarán ministros a cargo de ese tema. 
El evento, que comenzará el domingo próximo, se celebra cada dos años. Es la reunión más importante de los gobiernos de la región donde se analizan las políticas medioambientales.

Enrique Leff, coordinador de la Oficina del PNUMA en México, dijo que todos los países latinoamericanos y caribeños, de una manera u otra, han tomado medidas relacionadas con la concepción actual del desarrollo económico y humano.

“Y ahí se llegan a acuerdos sobre una agenda común para avanzar en temas como la transición energética de América Latina, la educación ambiental, la conservación de “los comunes” como se llama, de la biodiversidad, de los temas de legislación ambiental, los instrumentos económicos y otros instrumentos de gestión ambiental. Éstos son algunos de los temas que se tratarán en esa reunión de ministros”, señaló.

Leff añadió que ahora, con más énfasis que nunca, la región se concentrará en el cambio climático.

Recalcó que América Latina no es la región que más contribuye a ese desastre socioambiental. Sin embargo, ante esta crisis, corresponde a todos las naciones, por pequeñas que sean, asumir su responsabilidad y prepararse también para las consecuencias que está teniendo ya el cambio climático.

Cubarte: Fortaleciendo nuestro Patrimonio Natural: Planta tu Árbol (I parte)  

Por: Juan Páez Costa  

30 de Enero, 2008  

(Cubarte).- Guiado por la campaña nacional Planta tu árbol que a su vez forma parte de la campaña internacional Plantemos para el Planeta: Campaña de los mil millones de árboles, el Centro Provincial de Patrimonio Cultural de Ciudad de La Habana realizó su contribución con la participación de sus museos municipales y especializados en esta hermosa, educativa y necesaria labor de reforestación para contribuir al mejoramiento de las condiciones de vida del Planeta, pero... ¿qué es esta campaña? ¿a qué se debe? 

Dejemos que sus principales organizadores nos expliquen:

De acuerdo al sitio web www.unep.org del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), con la iniciativa Plantemos para el Planeta: Campaña de los mil millones de árboles se quiere alentar a los particulares, las comunidades, las organizaciones, las empresas, la sociedad civil y los gobiernos a plantar árboles y a comprometerse en ese sentido a través de www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign. El objetivo es plantar al menos mil millones de árboles en todo el mundo cada año.

La idea de Plantemos para el Planeta... fue inspirada por el profesor Wangari Maathai, Premio Nobel de la Paz de 2004 y fundador del Movimiento Cinturón Verde de Kenya, que ha sembrado más de 30 millones de árboles en 12 países africanos desde 1977. Cuando un grupo empresarial de los Estados Unidos hizo saber al Profesor Maathai que tenía intención de plantar un millón de árboles, él respondió: “Me parece magnífico, pero lo que necesitamos realmente es plantar mil millones de árboles”.

En Cuba, el rector de esta campaña es la Asociación Cubana de las Naciones Unidas (ACNU) quien en coordinación con el Servicio Estatal Forestal y diversos organismos e instituciones nacionales llevan a cabo las acciones en nuestro territorio. ACNU es una organización no gubernamental, sin fines de lucro, que agrupa sobre una base voluntaria a personas físicas y jurídicas genuinamente interesadas en conocer y participar en la gestión de las Naciones Unidas.

El compromiso de nuestro país para con este esfuerzo mundial, reconoce que Cuba está incluida dentro de los 4 países de América Latina donde la superficie forestal se incrementa, debido a un plan anual de reforestación de126 millones de plantas y que a partir de este esfuerzo las cifras adicionales de árboles a plantar, en la Campaña “Planta tu árbol” iniciada el 21 de junio pasado, son de 9 179 800, para un total de 135 179 800 plantas, como compromiso de todos los sectores de la sociedad cubana.

La importancia de los bosques

La importancia de los bosques radica en que brinda hábitat a un número muy diverso de especies de plantas y animales, entre las cuales se desarrollan interacciones tan interesantes e importantes, como a veces increíbles. Los bosques tienen además enorme trascendencia con toda la vida del planeta y en particular con la de los seres humanos. Las hojas de las plantas mediante la fotosíntesis liberan el oxígeno tan necesario para la respiración. La fotosíntesis, como se conoce, es un proceso químico que se realiza utilizando la luz solar y el dióxido de carbono de la atmósfera. Mediante este proceso se producen azúcares que proporcionan energía a las plantas y de hecho se convierten en importantes productores primarios del planeta.

Los bosques también impiden la erosión, el desgaste del suelo por el viento y la lluvia. En parajes con escasa vegetación o sin ella, las fuertes lluvias tienden a arrastrar el suelo hasta lugares bajos llegando en ocasiones hasta los ríos y arroyos. La ausencia del bosque contribuye a que se provoquen aludes que barren en ocasiones poblaciones enteras. Al ser arrastrada la capa vegetal de esos lugares más altos, como pueden ser las laderas de las montañas, se pierden además áreas fértiles para el propio sustento de esa población. Corrimientos de tierra por un lado e inundaciones por otro, producen sin duda, efectos desbastadores para el medio ambiente. 

Asociado a lo anterior está el beneficio que proporcionan en las áreas boscosas las copas de los árboles, las cuales interceptan y redistribuyen gradualmente la precipitación, ya que una parte de la precipitación fluye por la corteza de los troncos y el resto se filtra a través de las ramas y el follaje penetrando en el suelo. Esa distribución más lenta y poco uniforme de la lluvia asegura que el suelo y el agua no sean arrastrados de forma inmediata.

Las raíces de los árboles y las de otras plantas son las que principalmente retienen el suelo e impiden las señaladas inundaciones y el enturbiamiento de ríos y arroyos. Los bosques también pueden aumentar la capacidad de la Tierra para capturar y almacenar reservas de agua. La cobertura boscosa es especialmente eficiente para capturar agua procedente de la niebla, que distribuye como precipitación en la vegetación y el suelo. El agua almacenada en las raíces de los árboles, troncos, tallos, follaje y el suelo del terreno forestal, permite a los bosques mantener un flujo constante de agua en ríos y arroyos.

Además de ser importantes consumidores de dióxido de carbono, los bosques maduros desempeñan una importante función en el ciclo global del carbono, como reservorios estables de carbono y su eliminación provoca un incremento de los niveles atmosféricos del dióxido de carbono, incrementando el conocido efecto invernadero. 

Los bosques ofrecen no sólo protección para el medio ambiente, sino importantes opciones de generación de ingresos y medios de subsistencia en todo el mundo para más de mil millones de personas que viven gracias a los bosques.

Los árboles ofrecen una gran variedad de productos (madera, fruta, medicina, bebidas, forraje) y servicios (retención del carbono, sombra, belleza, control de la erosión, fertilidad de los suelos). Sin los árboles, la vida humana sería insostenible.

Los árboles desempeñan también un importante papel cultural, espiritual y recreativo en muchas sociedades. En algunos casos, forman parte integrante de la misma definición y supervivencia de las culturas indígenas y tradicionales. Los bosques y los árboles tienen una importancia simbólica en la mayor parte de las grandes religiones del mundo. Los árboles simbolizan la continuidad histórica, unen la tierra con los cielos y, en muchas tradiciones, son el lugar donde residen los espíritus buenos y malos y las almas de los antepasados.

Los bosques desempeñan además un papel destacado en cuanto fuente de actividades recreativas, oportunidades y esparcimiento espiritual en las sociedades modernas. Son símbolos de valor universal, expresión física de la vida, el crecimiento y el vigor para los habitantes de los bosques y de las zonas rurales y urbanas. Los productos medicinales de los árboles ayudan a curar las enfermedades y a aumentar la fertilidad. Los árboles presiden las deliberaciones comunitarias y las celebraciones matrimoniales. Se plantan con ocasión del nacimiento de un hijo y en los lugares de enterramiento.

Los árboles dan sombra al caminante, y algunos pueden hasta brindar agua al sediento, dan música por el trinar de los pájaros que en ellos se abrigan y por las notas que a través de ramas y hojas produce el dios griego Eolo, con el soplar de los vientos, quien además baña con una suave brisa al que se guarece bajo el follaje de los árboles.

Martí publicó en La Opinión Nacional de Caracas el 19 de mayo de 1882: “El bosque vuelve al hombre a la razón y a la fe, y es la juventud perpetua. El bosque alegra, como una buena acción. La naturaleza inspira, cura, consuela, fortalece y prepara para la virtud al hombre”

Un esfuerzo de alcance mundial

A escala mundial el PNUMA está convencido de que hay muchos planes de plantación de árboles y trabaja por integrar esos esfuerzos, alentando a personas y entidades de todo el mundo -particulares, grupos infantiles y juveniles, escuelas, grupos comunitarios, organizaciones no gubernamentales, agricultores, organizaciones del sector privado, autoridades locales y gobiernos nacionales- a que se comprometan en ese sentido. Las promesas pueden ser de cualquier magnitud, desde uno solo hasta 10 millones de árboles.

Todos los participantes que contribuyan recibirán un certificado. Se les alentará a que a través del sitio web realicen una labor de seguimiento para que el PNUMA, en asociación con los mecanismos de certificación, como el Consejo de Manejo Forestal, pueda verificar que los árboles han sobrevivido.

La campaña alienta la plantación de árboles autóctonos o que estén en consonancia con el medio ambiente local. A través del sitio web se ofrecerá información sobre la plantación de árboles, así como sobre la reforestación y otras cuestiones relacionadas con los árboles, con inclusión de enlaces con las organizaciones pertinentes mejor dotadas para ofrecer asesoramiento adaptado a las condiciones locales, como el Centro Internacional para Investigación en Agrosilvicultura (ICRAF). Dado que las condiciones ideales de plantación varían de unas regiones a otras, la campaña se prolongará a lo largo de todo el año.

Continuará....  

=================================================================

Other Environment News
AP: UN: Climate Change May Cost $20 Trillion

By JOHN HEILPRIN – 8 hours ago 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Global warming could cost the world up to $20 trillion over two decades for cleaner energy sources and do the most harm to people who can least afford to adapt, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warns in a new report.

Ban's report provides an overview of U.N. climate efforts to help the 192-nation General Assembly prepare for a key two-day climate debate in mid-February. That debate is intended to shape overall U.N. policy on climate change, including how nations can adapt to a warmer world and ways of supporting the U.N.-led negotiations toward a new climate treaty by 2009, U.N. officials said Wednesday.

The treaty, replacing the Kyoto Protocol when it expires in 2012, could shape the course of climate change for decades to come. The Kyoto pact requires 37 industrial nations to reduce greenhouse gases by a relatively modest 5 percent on average.

Much of the focus has been on the United States, the only major industrial nation to reject the treaty, and on fast-developing nations such as China and India. Many are looking to next year, when a new U.S. president takes the White House. The leading contenders in both political parties favor doing more than the voluntary approaches and call for new technologies that President Bush espouses.

In his 52-page report, Ban says that global investments of $15 trillion to $20 trillion over the next 20 to 25 years may be required "to place the world on a markedly different and sustainable energy trajectory." Today, the global energy industry spends about $300 billion a year in new plants, transmission networks and other new investment, according to U.N. figures.

Srgjan Kerim, a Macedonian diplomat and economics professor who is president of the U.N. General Assembly, told The Associated Press that cutting greenhouse gases alone will not be enough to pull island nations, sub-Saharan Africa and other particularly vulnerable parts of the world back from the brink of irreversible harm.

"Cutting emissions is a very important dimension, but that's not enough for this equation," Kerim said in an interview this week. "Inventing new technologies, renewable energies, investing more in research and development, is also a very viable way and remedy for resolving the problem."

In December, under the auspices of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, the 186 nations that attended a climate meeting in Bali, Indonesia, agreed on a "Bali Roadmap" of principles to craft a successor to the Kyoto treaty.

Last year, a Noble Prize-winning U.N. network of climate and other scientists warned of rising seas, droughts, severe weather and other dire consequences without sharp cutbacks in emissions of the industrial, transportation and agricultural gases blamed for warming.

That network, called the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, advised that emissions should be reduced by 25 percent to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2020.

"Climate change and its implications is a broader process, more profound than negotiations among member states," Kerim said. "So our aim, our goal is to support that process, not to replace it."

Kerim said he wants to encourage partnerships between businesses and governments, and that he would refrain from encouraging nations to assign blame — and added responsibility — to the United States and other rich nations for their historical pollution.

"To approach the issue must be a forward looking way," he said. "We have to now try to find a way out. And to find a way out, you don't look in the rear mirror which shows you the back of your car."

British billionaire Richard Branson, who has decided to invest heavily in "biofuels" along with his Virgin brand of several hundred companies, will be a special guest at the assembly meeting, Kerim said.

"He was one of the first who reacted and who said that he's prepared to finance projects for clean energies and technologies," Kerim said.

Like Ban, who told the AP in December that his No. 1 priority is persuading the world to agree to new controls on global warming gases before the end of 2009, Kerim calls the challenges of climate change "my flagship topic."

In his report, Ban warned that global warming would probably affect women more than men. "The challenge of climate change is unlikely to be gender-neutral, as it increases the risk to the most vulnerable and less empowered social groups," he said.

Annie Petsonk, a lawyer for the advocacy group Environmental Defense, said global warming will most affect poor people and minorities, because the wealthy can spend more to adapt. "Women in poorer communities are going to face greater challenges protecting their children from the spread of diseases, polluted water, water shortages and so on," she said.

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: China calls for a clean and green Games
Wed Jan 30, 2008 8:29pm EST

BEIJING (Reuters) - Beijing must make sure this summer's Olympic Games are environmentally friendly and untainted by corruption, China's top decision-making body, the Politburo, has said.

With the eyes of the world fixed upon China, the government is sparing no effort to ensure its people do no embarrass the nation, either through "uncivilized" behavior, such as spitting or protesting in the streets.

"The holding of the Olympics is the common aspiration of all our country's peoples and it is what the Chinese nation has been waiting for a century," the official Xinhua news agency said in a summary of the meeting, chaired by President Hu Jintao.

"It is also our solemn responsibility and obligation towards international society. Uphold the guiding principle of holding an energy-saving, thrifty, honest and upright Olympics, soundly go about every work project," Xinhua said, using typically stilted Chinese laced with Communist slogans.

Xinhua said those at Tuesday's meeting discussed the importance of "culture, etiquette, friendliness and being hospitable."

"Show off the results of our country's reforms and opening up and construction of modernization and socialism, show off the flourishing of our people reaching ever higher," it added.

(Reporting by Ben Blanchard; Editing by Nick Macfie) ________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Hawaii hosts Bush climate talks 
By Roger Harrabin 

Environment analyst, BBC News  

Climate experts from 16 of the world's largest economies are in Hawaii for the second in the series of President Bush's Major Economies Meetings. 

They will be looking to forge common ground between "old" emitters like the US and Europe and the "new" polluters, such as China and India. 

The meeting aims to feed ideas into the UN climate negotiations process. 

The EU had threatened to boycott the talks unless the US offered specific proposals rather than general talks. 

Since then, the US has passed its Energy Bill that mandates big increases in efficiency from cars and from some appliances. 

But the US is still resisting a global agreement on specific emissions reductions from all developed nations. 

EU delegates at the meeting in Honolulu do not anticipate any major moves by the Bush administration on climate change. 

Some believe he is primarily trying to neutralise climate as an issue in the forthcoming US elections. 

However, they are relieved that the US does appear actively engaged in climate talks at last. 

A White House spokesman used a briefing to say that the US supported global moves to slow, stop and eventually reverse emissions. 

But the official added that the burden must be shared between all the major polluters, including China and India. These nations are suspicious that the US is trying to shift blame on to them. 

Clean technology 

The first climate meeting that brought together the world's biggest polluters was held in Washington in September 2007. 

It ended with Mr Bush's critics arguing that he professed world leadership on climate change while offering no new substantive policy and implicitly rejecting binding emissions controls. 

In Honolulu, the UK Government is expected to welcome a decision by President Bush to channel $700m (£350m) a year into helping poor countries access clean energy technology. 

Mr Bush made the offer in his State of the Union address on Monday. Although he didn't reveal the amount of funding in his speech, the State Department did it in a related announcement. 

A British government spokesman said: "This announcement is welcome. It is a sign that the USA is taking climate change increasingly seriously - though we would have been happier if the figure was far higher." 

The sum is much lower than the cash on offer to developing nations from the EU and Japan. 

At the Davos World Economic Forum, Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda announced annual funding of $2bn (£1bn) to support developing countries' efforts to combat global warming. 

The UK, with a much smaller economy, is offering $500m (£250m) a year in aid for clean technology, adaptation and combating deforestation. 

Other EU nations have their own climate aid programmes, while the EU bloc also jointly contributes billions via the EU Emissions Trading Scheme to clean technology. ________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: U.S.-led climate talks open in Hawaii amid protests
Wed Jan 30, 2008 11:08pm EST

By Deborah Zabarenko, Environment Correspondent

HONOLULU (Reuters) - The world's biggest emitters of global-warming greenhouse gases met behind closed doors on Wednesday for a U.S.-sponsored conference, as protesters pointed up Hawaii's vulnerability to climate change.

The two-day meeting is meant to spur U.N. negotiations for an international climate agreement by 2009 so a pact will be ready when the carbon-capping Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, stressed that time was short to come up with a plan and said delegates to the Hawaii meeting need to take the lead. By midday, he said there was "no clear sense of direction yet."

"Nothing got accomplished yet this morning," de Boer said in an interview. "This was a first discussion on what is this process supposed to deliver, how can it contribute to broader negotiations."

He described a change in mood from the first round in September of these U.S.-led talks among major greenhouse polluters, when many participants faulted Washington as isolated for its stand against the Kyoto agreement's mandatory carbon limits.

A global conference on climate change in Bali, Indonesia, in December and the "roadmap" it produced made the difference, de Boer said.

"I think people feel a lot more comfortable now given that there was an outcome in Bali establishing the issues that need to be part of both the negotiations and a post-2012 package," he said.

Andy Karsner of the U.S. Energy Department, a delegate to this conference, agreed.

"I have been very pleased, in fact touched, by the sentiment in the room, that really reflects a changing of the mood, a turning of the page," Karsner told reporters. "It really exemplifies how significant the Bali roadmap has been in terms of all the nations of the world beginning to signal the areas that they will concentrate on over a very limited timetable."

CONCERN ABOUT U.S.-LED PROCESS

Another participant, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said there was some lingering concern about the U.S.-led process.

Delegates from all the countries stressed that this meeting was meant to feed into the U.N. negotiations, not compete with them or undermine them, this participant said.

"I think it was mostly clearing the table of all the old dirty dishes," this participant said, referring to delegates' mention of the relationship between these talks and the U.N. negotiations. "There still are a lot of concerns from a lot of the people about this process."

The Hawaii meeting drew representatives of the richest countries -- the Group of Eight industrialized nations -- and some of the fastest growing, including China and India.

The United States has rejected the Kyoto Protocol, contending that its aim to set mandatory limits on carbon emissions from coal-fired power plants and vehicles unfairly exempts big emitters like India and China as well as developing countries such as Indonesia, Brazil and Mexico.

The Bush administration favors what it calls "aspirational" long-term goals to be set voluntarily by countries, but administration officials stress they support certain mandatory steps, such as fuel-efficiency standards and the use of alternative fuels.

In his final State of the Union address on Monday, President George W. Bush was applauded when he announced a $2 billion fund to ease the transfer of environmental technology.

Several dozen activists demonstrated across from the meeting site, and nearby, others showed how high the ocean water would extend if there is a 39-inch (one-meter) rise in global sea levels, which some experts predict by century's end.

A column in the Honolulu Advertiser newspaper sounded a skeptical note.

"If the U.S. finally drops its blinders and agrees to dramatic cuts in its greenhouse gas emissions, this meeting could be a defining moment in history. Or this meeting could be another nonevent, or worse, a cynical diversion," said the column, co-written by Jeff Mikulina, director of the Sierra Club's Hawaii chapter.

"It's more likely to be a speed-bump," Mikulina said later by telephone

.

(Editing by Philip Barbara) ________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: EU not expects major U.S. moves to tackle climate change 

www.chinaview.cn  2008-01-31 13:28:43 

Special Report: Fight against Global Warming     

    HONOLULU, United States, Jan. 30 (Xinhua) -- EU delegates attending an energy and climate conference here would not anticipate any major moves by the Bush administration to tackle climate change, conference sources said Wednesday. 

    Hosted by the United States, the Major Economies Meeting on Energy Safety and Climate Change was kicked off at the East West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii earlier in the day, bringing together about 160 representatives from the world's major economies as well as the United Nations. 

    Though seemingly reluctant, the EU sent representatives to the two-day meeting which served as a follow-up to the first round of U.S.-hosted climate change talks among major economies in Washington in September 2007. 

    Some Europeans threatened to boycott the Honolulu meeting during the UN climate conference in Bali, Indonesia, last month, but they changed position after Washington agreed to a road-map in a last-minute compromise at the Bali talks. 

    Since then, the United States has passed its Energy Bill that mandates big increases in efficiency from cars and some appliances. 

    But the world power is still resisting a global agreement on specific emissions reductions from all developed nations. 

    Hoping to show the world its real intention to do more to address global warming, the Bush administration invited leaders of the world's biggest economies to Honolulu to discuss the issue. 

    The meeting was designed to get participating countries to agree to "binding market-based and voluntary measures" to save the world from a climate catastrophe. 

    Issues to be discussed include "a long-term global goal for greenhouse gas reduction that's consistent with economic development objectives," according to James Connaughton, Chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality. 

    But in the eyes of some Europeans, President George W. Bush is primarily trying to neutralize climate as an issue in the forthcoming U.S. elections, said sources close to the meeting. 

    U.S. officials attending the meeting said the burden of cutting emissions must be shared between all major polluters as well as major developing countries such as China, India and Brazil. These nations are suspicious that the United States is trying to shift blame to them. 

    A White House spokesman said at a briefing that the United States supported global moves to slow, stop and eventually reverse emissions. 

    Before the Honolulu meeting, Bush made an offer in his State of the Union address on Monday, pledging to channel 700 million U.S. dollars a year to poor countries to help them have access to clean energy technology. 

    But some European delegates said at the meeting that although the United States was taking climate change increasingly seriously, they would have been happier if the figure was far higher. 

    The sum is much lower than the cash on offer to developing nations from the EU and Japan. 

    At the just-concluded Davos World Economic Forum, Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda announced an annual funding of 2 billion dollars to support developing countries' efforts to combat global warming. 

    Britain, with a much smaller economy, is offering 500 million dollars a year in aid for clean technology, adaptation and combating deforestation. 

    Other EU nations have their own climate aid programs, while the EU bloc also jointly contributes billions via the EU Emissions Trading Scheme to clean technology. 

    In view of the differences, some U.S. participants tried to downplay expectations for the Honolulu meeting. 

    "We're not trying to pick a number (of issues) for long-term goals but just to accelerate the process" to combat climate change, U.S. special envoy to the EU Boyden Gray told a press conference. 

    Asked how the country would patch up its differences with the EU, Gray said both sides realized the importance of addressing climate change although they might have different agendas. 

    He said the differences did not prevent EU delegates from attending the meeting, and this was a positive sign. 

    Gray downplayed hopes for quick results, saying it would be "premature" to predict the outcome of the Honolulu meeting. 

    Any document such as a leaders' declaration to be developed from the meeting would be only "a principle short-term goal," he noted. 

    But for the Europeans, the U.S. engagement was what they expected the most at present. 

    "They are relieved, however, that the U.S. does appear actively engaged in climate talks at last," one source told Xinhua. ________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: Environmentalists rally in protest of U.S. climate policy
www.chinaview.cn 2008-01-31 04:48:00 
  
Print

    HONOLULU (United States), Jan. 30 (Xinhua) -- Environmentalists rallied in front of the East West Center here on Wednesday to press their demand for tougher action by the Bush administration to tackle climate change.

    Holding banners which read "Global Warming: Take Action Now," "No Rainforest Destruction for Biofuel" and "Clean Energy Now," the demonstrators lined the street opposite the East West Center as representatives were entering the venue of the Major Economics Meeting on Energy Safety and Climate Change.

    "We want our voice heard by people attending the meeting so as to make the Bush administration change its stubborn policy on climate change," Henry Curtis, Executive Director of a local environmental group Life of the Land, told Xinhua.

    Hosted by the Bush administration, the two-day climate change meeting, which began Wednesday, brought together representatives from 15 countries as well as the United Nations and the European Union.

    "We are very upset to see our government was dragging international efforts to combat climate change," Curtis said in reference to the Bush Administration's withdrawing from the Kyoto Protocol, an international and legally binding agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions worldwide.

    The United States, the world's biggest carbon emitter, opposed the Kyoto Protocol in 2001, saying it would be too expensive and should include targets for developing nations.

    Hoping to show the world it really does want to do more to address global warming, the Bush administration invited leaders of the world's biggest economies to the Honolulu meeting to discuss climate change.

    At the meeting, high-ranking officials from some of the world's biggest economies are expected to find ways to reduce greenhouse gases and slow global warming without stopping development. Participating countries include the United States, Japan, France, Britain, China, India and Brazil.

    The conference will further talks held in Bali, Indonesia, last month, at which countries agreed to adopt a blueprint for fighting global warming by 2009. Details for reducing greenhouse gas emissions must still be worked out.

    But the Honolulu meeting was criticized for diverting world efforts in the fight against climate change so as to serve the U.S. interests.

    "I'm hurt to see that my country is too selfish in terms of fighting climate change," said Kat Brady, a demonstrator.

    "To fight climate change needs worldwide efforts and the United States should join the international community instead of focusing on its own program," Brady told Xinhua.

________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: Japan seeks cooperation with China to deal with climate change

www.chinaview.cn  2008-01-31 12:11:25 

Special Report: Fight against Global Warming

    HONOLULU, United States, Jan. 30 (Xinhua) -- A top Japanese delegate attending the climate meeting here said Wednesday that Japan appreciates China's engagement in the climate talks under UN framework and the two neighboring nations have great potential to cooperate on related issues. 

    "Officials from the two countries are working closely on the issue, and I believe there is a lot of potential in cooperation and coordination between the two sides in order to have a new climate framework after 2012, " Koji Tsuruoka, a director-general from Japan's foreign ministry told Xinhua on the sideline of the 2nd major economies meeting on energy security and climate change. 

    Both China and Japan are working very closely on a number of joint climate and environment projects, he noted. 

    At the international level, leaders of the two countries are committed to cooperation and coordination in the international negotiations about the new arrangement of reduction of greenhouse gas emission when the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. 

    During Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda's visit to China last month, the two countries have reached two cooperation agreements on the climate change technologies and energy and environment, Tsuruoka noted. ________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: Backgrounder: Major policy positions on climate change of the Bush administration 

HONOLULU, THE UNITED STATES, Jan. 30 (Xinhua) -- The Bush administration is hosting the second major economies meeting on energy security and climate change in Honolulu, Hawaii, starting Wednesday. 

    The U.S. government said the major economies process is to supplement the climate change negotiation process under the U.N. framework, but its resistance to mandatory pollution reduction goals leads to suspicion that it wants to bypass the U.N. process and advance its own objectives. 

    The following are some major policy positions on climate change of the Bush administration in recent years. 

    On March 28, 2001, President George W. Bush stated his opposition to the 1997 Kyoto treaty on global warming, saying it is "against U.S. economic interests and unfair." 

    On June 11, 2001, Bush said it remains uncertain how much of global warming is caused by humans and pledges to use science and diplomacy to fight it. 

    On Feb. 15, 2002, Bush presented a voluntary plan to slow the growth of heat-trapping gases blamed for global warming and announces tax incentives to businesses for voluntarily reducing emissions. 

    On June 4, 2002, Bush distanced himself from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's report to the United Nations on the negative effect of global warming, saying it was "bureaucratic" hot air. 

    On Oct. 8, 2004, Bush, reiterating his stance on the Kyoto Protocol during the U.S. presidential race, said U.S. participation "would have cost America a lot of jobs. It's one of these deals where to be popular in the halls of Europe you sign a treaty." 

    On Feb. 21, 2005, Bush stuck to familiar theme on global warming, repeating his call to use new technology to fight the effects of rising temperatures. 

    On July 6, 2005, Bush for the first time said he recognizes that "an increase in greenhouse gases caused by humans is contributing to the problem" of global warming. 

    On Jan. 23, 2007, Bush mentioned global warming for the first time in his State of the Union speech, saying solutions to the problem lie in technological advances and the use of renewable fuels like ethanol. 

    On May 31, 2007, Bush said he wants the world's major economies to "work together to develop a long-term global goal to reduce greenhouse gasses" and to agree on it by the end of 2008. 

    On June 6, 2007, Bush agreed to consider a European plan to combat climate change by halving worldwide emissions by 2050, at a summit of G8 world leaders in Germany. 

    Between Sept. 28 and 29, 2007, the Bush administration hosted the first major economies meeting on energy security and climate change in Washington. 

    On Dec. 19, 2007, Bush signed an energy bill that mandates the first major increase in vehicle fuel efficiency standards in over three decades. 

    Between Jan. 30 and 31, 2008, the Bush administration is hosting the second major economies meeting on energy security and climate change in Honolulu, Hawaii. ________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde: Sans mesures immédiates, l'impact du tourisme sur le climat devrait doubler d'ici à trente ans

Les agences de l'ONU pour le tourisme, l'environnement et le climat, réunies pour trois jours à Davos, dans le cadre d'une rencontre internationale, ont fait part, lundi 1er octobre, de leurs craintes concernant la relation entre le tourisme mondial et le changement climatique.

L'impact du tourisme sur le changement climatique pourrait en effet plus que doubler dans les trente prochaines années, selon un rapport des agences publié à l'occasion de la réunion. Selon l'Organisation mondiale du tourisme (OMT), d'environ 842 millions de voyages dans le monde l'an dernier, on devrait atteindre 1,5 milliard en 2020. Or, les transports, le logement et les autres activités touristiques comptent pour environ 4 à 6 % du total des émissions de gaz à effet de serre, souligne le rapport onusien.

Le secrétaire général de l'Organisation mondiale du tourisme, Francesco Frangialli, a appelé le secteur et les autorités à prendre des mesures immédiates, même si les effets du tourisme sur l'environnement sont moins importants que ceux de beaucoup d'autres domaines industriels. "Les Alpes suisses ont souffert cet hiver du manque de neige et ce n'est pas par hasard", a-t-il noté.

ZONES CÔTIÈRES ET MONTAGNEUSES AFFECTÉES

Le tourisme mondial doit faire sa révolution, a averti l'ensemble des organisations, soulignant le fait que la croissance continue du secteur pourrait conduire à une augmentation de 150 % de ses émissions de gaz dans les trente prochaines années.

Les comportements en matière de tourisme pourraient évoluer : les destinations côtières ou montagneuses, particulièrement dans des pays pauvres ou sur des îles, pourraient être les plus affectées par les changements climatiques et la hausse du niveau des mers, a indiqué le rapport. A l'inverse, les zones tempérées devraient recevoir davantage de touristes.

La rencontre de Davos doit permettre de préparer l'ordre du jour d'une réunion ministérielle de l'ONU sur le tourisme et le climat prévue à Londres en novembre.

________________________________________________________________________

La Cronuica: Continúa el aumento de personas enfermas por cambio de clima

Yadira Murillo

MEXICALI, Baja California (PH)

Alrededor de 58 pacientes han sido atendidos en las instalaciones del Hospital General al presentar alguna enfermedad de tipo respiratorio en lo que va del mes, indicó Caleb Cienfuegos, médico de urgencias.

La atención que se ha brindado depende del grado de enfermedad en que se presenten los pacientes, quienes en ocasiones han tenido que ser internados para recibir una mejor atención por su situación de gravedad.

Protegerse de los cambios de clima, abrigarse, consumir frutas y verduras, y acudir al medico en caso de ser necesario fueron algunas de las recomendaciones que aconsejó el médico.

Nota Publicada: 30/01/2008 18:55
________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: Norwegian FM: Norway, China should strengthen climate-change cooperation 

BEIJING, Jan. 30 (Xinhua) -- Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere said on Wednesday that Norway and China should strengthen their cooperation on environmental protection and reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, which would benefit both countries. 

    Stoere made the remarks at a workshop on Climate Change and the Arctic held by the Norwegian embassy to Beijing. His visit to China, which ran from Jan. 28-30, came at the invitation of Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi. 

    Noting that he had in-depth discussions on climate change challenges with Chinese leaders during his visit, Stoere said that Norway and China were in the situation together and could do much work side by side. 

    Stoere said that climate change appeared to be a self-reinforcing process and rapid melting of the ice cover would have severe implications for vulnerable ecosystems and economic activity throughout the world. 

    Stoere stressed that climate change knew no borders, and countries including China and Norway should cooperate to reduce GHG emissions. He added that developed countries, which historically had been major GHG emitters, should shoulder greater responsibility and meet the twin challenges of cutting their emissions while helping developing countries to grow along a less carbon-intensive path. 

    Norway greatly valued its co-operation with China on environmental issues, which had lasted for more than 10 years, Stoere said. He noted that stronger cooperation in this area was a major priority outlined in the Norwegian government's new China Strategy launched last August. 

    Stoere said he believed that strengthened dialogue and cooperation on climate change would benefit both countries. 

    Gao Guangsheng, director general of the Office of the National Climate Change Leading Group and Yu Qingtai, former Chinese ambassador to the United Republic of Tanzania and Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs' special representative for climate change negotiations, also attended the workshop and briefed the audience on China's basic national conditions, challenges and policies targeted at climate change. 

    After the workshop, the Norwegian foreign minister attended the signing ceremony for the Administrative Agreement between the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation and International Finance Corporation to offer financial support to the Utility-based Energy Efficiency Finance Program in China. ________________________________________________________________________

AHN: Environment Ministers Seek More Funds To Combat Climate Change

January 30, 2008 8:02 p.m. EST 

Siddique Islam - AHN South Asia Correspondent

Manila, Philippines (AHN)- Environment ministers in the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) this week called on the region's development partners to mobilize additional financial and technical assistance to assist the region in achieving ambitious targets for improved environmental and natural resource management. 

In a joint ministerial statement issued at the conclusion of the second GMS Environment Ministers Meeting on Tuesday in Vientiane, Lao People's Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), ministers highlighted the "environment for development" perspective and noted a need to take a pragmatic and pro-active approach to sustainable and inclusive economic growth. 

The GMS, which is composed of countries sharing the Mekong River, namely, Cambodia, People's Republic of China (PRC), Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam, has achieved remarkable economic growth. 

However, this growth has come at a high cost to the environment. In 2005, at the first GMS Environmental Ministers Meeting, ministers launched the Core Environment Program, and its flagship Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative. 

A key issue of concern at the recent meeting, which was funded through a technical assistance grant from the Asian Development Bank (ADB), was climate change and the increasing risks it poses to biodiversity, livelihoods and economic competitiveness of the GMS. 

The ministers voiced their support for the mobilization of additional financial resources, including the promotion of public-private partnerships, to address and respond to climate change risks. 

The ministers highlighted the critical need for sustainable and efficient use of natural resources to improve environmental management and economic competitiveness in the GMS. 

They also emphasized the need for mainstreaming environmental dimensions in the development planning process for promoting sustainable development. ________________________________________________________________________

Financial Standard: Zurich sets up Climate Change council

Thursday, 31 Jan 2008 12:08PM

Zurich Financial Services Group has developed its very own Climate Change Office and Council to ensure climate change issues are incorporated into the firm’s policies and products. 

The Climate Office has been embedded into Zurich’s underwriting process to ensure climate change issues are acknowledged across the firm’s businesses and products.

A Climate Change Advisory Council has also been established reporting to Zurich’s management and includes internal and external experts of climate change.

The Council has appointed former US congressman Sherwood Boelhert, dean of Donald Bren School of Environmental Science and Management at the University of California and Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker. 

Meanwhile, former British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, will be advising the council. Two weeks go, he has taken up the role of advisor on the international council of JPMorgan Chase.

“There is a consensus now that the challenge of climate change is real, and what we need now are the policy solutions to turn that concern into action. That’s why Zurich’s work at how business and in particular the insurance sector can play its part is so crucial,” Blair said.

Mike Kerner, global chief underwriting officer at Zurich said the experts would ensure Zurich’s products remain fresh, innovative and effectively address the rapidly changing risk profile.

In addition, Zurich created an applied research program to investigate the economic and financial implications of climate change.

Zurich partnered with Bren School to fund a distinguished visitors program and analyse how effectively Zurich manages its carbon footprint.  Michael Hobbs

________________________________________________________________________

Press Association: Charles to give climate change talk

16 hours ago

The Prince of Wales is to give a speech on climate change to members of the European Parliament in Brussels.

Charles has repeatedly described the issue as the biggest challenge facing society and will address the institution's Environment Committee next month.

A Clarence House spokeswoman said the visit to Brussels "will help raise the profile of climate change in the European Union".

"It will also advance key British Government priorities in the promotion of climate change, inter-faith dialogue, sustainable development and social cohesion."

The Prince will travel without the Duchess of Cornwall and is expected to take the train to the Belgian capital for the two-day visit.

Charles and some of his charities have also been invited by European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso to take part in a round-table discussion with EU commissioners. ________________________________________________________________________

Guardian: Rise in CO2 emissions predicted

(Article also appears in Press Association, Bath Chronicle, UK)

Thursday January 31, 2008 6:33 AM

Definitive figures for the UK's 2006 carbon dioxide emissions published on Thursday are expected to show further rises in the climate change gas, CO2.

Provisional statistics for 2006, published last March, showed UK emissions were around 1.2% higher than 2005.

And despite the Government's commitment to taking action on global warming - shown most recently in the Climate Change Bill - figures look set to show a 2.7% increase since Labour came to power in 1997.

While the UK is set to meet and exceed its Kyoto target of 12.5% cuts on 1990 levels by the period 2008 to 2012, it has become clear the Government will not meet its 20% cuts by 2010 manifesto target.

And Friends of the Earth has warned the figures would not show Britain's real CO2 emissions because they did not include international aviation.

The environmental group said emissions would be 6% higher if they included international flights and called on the Government to include aviation in the Climate Change Bill.

Friends of the Earth climate campaigner, Martyn Williams, said: "Leaving aviation emissions out of the Climate Change Bill makes a mockery of the Government's climate strategy.

"It's 'plane' unfair to expect all the other sectors of the economy to play their part in the fight against climate change while aviation remains outside the law."

Copyright (c) Press Association Ltd. 2008, All Rights Reserved. ________________________________________________________________________

Guardian: Loss of set-aside farmland threatens birds, RSPB warns

    * Jessica Aldred

    * guardian.co.uk,

    * Wednesday January 30 2008

Conservationists today warned that farmland birds such as skylarks and stone curlews will come under increasing threat after a government survey showed that the amount of arable land left uncultivated in the UK is expected to fall by more than 50% this year.

The RSPB said that the sheer scale of the habitat loss shown in the Farm Business survey, released by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, came as an "unwelcome shock". It said its research suggests that the loss of uncropped land on this scale, especially if mirrored across Europe, could have significant impacts on wildlife.

The Defra survey reveals the impact of the decision by the EU to reduce the amount of set-aside farmland to zero this year.

Set-aside land is farmland that is not used for food production, and so provides a habitat for wildlife. The inclusion of such land was written into policy by the EU in 1988 to help deal with surpluses and to control the supply of cereals by requiring farmers to leave a proportion of their land out of production, which would also benefit agricultural ecosystems and wildlife.

But in September last year, the European commission announced that it would suspend the 20-year rule for the 2008 harvest year so that farmers could grow more grain and offset recent poor harvests and soaring food prices.

Before the EU decision, a total of 395,500 hectares, or 8.1% of England's arable area, was kept out of production in 2007.

According to the survey, non-rotational area (land left out of production for more than a single year) is expected to fall by 35%, while the rotational area (land left out of production for one year only) - is expected to fall by 85%.

The area of margins and corners of fields is expected to fall by 13% overall, with greater reductions on farms that are not taking part in the government's environmental stewardship scheme.

The results also indicate that around 70% of farms which still retain some set-aside land do not plan to make further reductions in 2009; 19% do plan to make further reductions and the remaining 11% are uncertain.

The RSPB's Gareth Morgan, head of agriculture policy, said: "We are extremely worried about what this means for wildlife especially as the European commission have failed to put a realistic proposal on the table for anything to replace the wildlife benefits of set aside land.

"We applaud Defra for undertaking this research but these results are a wake-up call. They must now act to ensure a measure is adopted on all farmland in England."

In September last year, the environment secretary, Hilary Benn, announced that Defra would set up a programme of environmental monitoring of farmland in the wake of the EU's decision.

Defra says these results are the first major piece of evidence on farmers' planting decisions and their intentions for 2008 and beyond.

"This first piece of evidence from the Defra's Agriculture Change and Environment Observatory (ACEO) will help in assessing the scale and nature of the likely environmental impacts of the move away from set aside in England," he said.

"I look forward to further evidence coming from the programme to provide a firm basis for informing any future action."

The RSPB warned last October that the EU's ruling would have a direct impact on populations of birds that breed or feed mainly on farmland such as the yellowhammer, grey partridge and skylark.

The warning came as figures from Defra showed that populations of specialist farmland birds had declined by an average of 60% since 1970 and were not at a record low.

The FBS survey work was conducted between mid-November and mid-December 2007.

Defra said it plans to use a number of other surveys due to be published later in the year to continue to monitor the situation.

It said a detailed field and interview survey has also been commissioned to establish how uncropped land is managed and how this influences its ecological value. ________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: FEATURE-Antarctic ice riddle keeps sea-level secrets

31 Jan 2008 00:04:28 GMT

Source: Reuters

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

TROLL STATION, Antarctica, Jan 31 (Reuters) - A deep freeze holding 90 percent of the world's ice, Antarctica is one of the biggest puzzles in debate on global warming with risks that any thaw could raise sea levels faster than U.N. projections.

Even if a fraction melted, Antarctica could damage nations from Bangladesh to Tuvalu in the Pacific and cities from Shanghai to New York. It has enough ice to raise sea levels by 57 metres (187 ft) if it melted, over thousands of years.

A year after the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projected sea level rises by 2100 of about 20 to 80 cms (8-32 inches), a Reuters poll of 10 of the world's top climatologists showed none think that range is alarmist.

Six experts stuck by the projections, saying the response of ice sheets in Antarctica and Greenland was still unclear, and four other experts, including one of the authors of the IPCC report, projected gains could be 1 or even 2 metres by 2100.

"Most people looking at it are thinking more in terms of a metre," said John Moore of the Arctic Centre at the University of Lapland. "Insurance companies don't know to a factor of 100 where to set their insurance premiums for coastal areas in Florida."

Some island nations, such as the Maldives in the Indian Ocean, are building defences costing millions of dollars and want to know how high to build.

"I think it will be...certainly at the high end of the range," said Kim Holmen, research director of the Norwegian Polar Institute, at the Troll Station 250 km (155 miles) from the coast in Antartica.

Set amid jagged mountains like the mythical homes of troll giants, this part of east Antarctica is the world's deep freeze with no sign of a thaw. Temperatures were about minus 15 Celsius (5.00F) at the height of the Antarctic summer.

"It's my view that more than a metre of sea-level rise can't be ruled out," said Stefan Rahmstorf, of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany. He said many experts "think the IPCC range is unfortunately not the full story".

MORE ICE

Even so, most experts said it is still impossible to model how the ice will react. Antarctica may accumulate more ice this century because of warming, blamed by the IPCC mainly on human use of fossil fuels, rather than slide faster into the sea.

"The crux of this problem is that we are moving into an era where we are observing changes in the climate system that have never before been seen in human history," said Gerald Meehl, of the U.S. National Center for Atmospheric Research.

"Ice sheets fall into that category. Quite simply, at this time we don't have a good upper-range estimate of 'how much sea- level rise and how fast'," he said. Meehl, a coordinating lead author of the IPCC report, said that gave the best view.

The core prediction for sea-level rise by the IPCC, which shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with former U.S. Vice President Al Gore, is for a gain of 18 to 59 cms (7-23 inches) in the 21st century, after 17 cms in the 20th.

The forecast rate includes faster ice flow from Antarctica and Greenland observed from 1993-2003 but the IPCC said this could increase or decrease in future. If the flow grows in line with temperature rises, it would add a further 10 to 20 cms.

"The IPCC range only takes into account things that can be modelled," said Jonathan Gregory of the University of Reading, who was also among authors who stuck by the conclusions.

"There are lots and lots of reasons why you can say there will be large changes. But you can't say it without more evidence," he said.

Among worrying scenarios is the chance Antarctica will slide faster into the sea, perhaps if a ring of sea ice melts away in warmer oceans. Or melt water might flow under the ice sheets of Antarctica and Greenland, and act a lubricant to speed a slide.

But glaciers can slow down as well as speed up.

"We don't know much about changes in the speed of outlet glaciers. Some of these in Antarctica and Greenland tend to speed up -- or slow down. Nobody knows," said Philippe Huybrechts at the Free University of Brussels.

Another factor that could dampen any rise is that warmer air can absorb more moisture -- which may paradoxically bring more snow to Antarctica that would thicken the ice sheet and contribute to lower sea levels this century.

Most of the projected sea-level rise by 2100 will be because water in the oceans expands as it warms, with little being added by the ice sheets. Beyond 2100, the IPCC said sea-level rises are likely to go on for centuries.

"In the long term we are in trouble...Greenland is close to a 'tipping point'," or an irreversible meltdown that would last hundreds of years, Huybrechts said. Greenland has enough ice to raise world sea levels by 7 metres if it all vanished.

One IPCC author said the uncertainties are stacking up towards rising seas. "I firmly believe sea-level estimates are conservative," said Andrew Weaver of the University of Victoria, Canada.

"The lower bound should probably be more like 25 cm and the upper bound closer to a metre if you take everything into consideration now," he said.

Moore at the University of Lapland said a so-far unpublished study by his centre showed seas could rise by 1-2 metres by 2100, based on observational records of sea level in the last 150 years.

-- For Reuters latest environment blogs click on: http://blogs.reuters.com/environment/ (Editing by Sara Ledwith) ________________________________________________________________________

Independent: Can motorsport ever be eco-friendly?

Rob Sharp gets behind the wheel of Britain's raciest hybrid to find out

Rob Sharp at the helm in one of the two Honda Civic Hybrids converted for motorsport, with Bill Meeson (right) as navigator at Millbrook test circuit in Bedfordshire © John Lawrence

Thursday, 31 January 2008

The testing facilities at Millbrook, near Bedford, are no ground zero for the green movement. For starters, they film James Bond movies here, test-drive new sports cars and even see the odd tank churning up the undergrowth: not the most ecologically aware ways to spend an afternoon. But on a rainy winter's day, two entrepreneurs with a passion for motorsport show how they have revolutionised the "environmental friendliness" of rally driving, and still have time to show off their handbrake turns.

Paul Andrews and his business partner, Bill Meeson, who met at school, have developed a new, eco-friendly sports car, and achieved this – almost literally – in their garden shed. They have adapted two Honda Hybrid cars (vehicles that combine electric and petrol power, and are thus more environmentally friendly) for use in the competitive world of rally driving. This is the first time hybrid cars have been used in a rally competition, and these vehicles – while admittedly not being the most streamlined or snazzy of rides – are optimised to compete with conventional rally cars. In doing so, they output exceptionally low emissions of CO2 and toxins, and give a level of fuel efficiency never seen before in the sport.

All of which means that if you care to don one of the white helmets that Andrews and Meeson wear to career around Millbrook's many twists and turns, it is hard initially to notice the difference between their vehicle and a normal rally car. As G-forces smash you back into your seat to the sound of squealing tyres and smouldering rubber, you can enjoy the knowledge that you have committed a good environmental deed; relatively speaking, of course.

Read the Cyclotherpy blog at independent.co.uk/cyclotherapy

Andrews and Meeson have been friends since attending Preston Catholic College in Lancashire in the 1970s. There, it was common for the school's pupils to go into the aerospace or vehicle manufacturing industry, or into academia. But Meeson went into the military and Andrews, who had always been interested in cars, studied mechanical engineering at university, though it was not long before they were reunited through their love of motorsport.

In the 1990s, the long-term friends clubbed together to buy their own specialist rally car, and soon were competing in rallies around the country. Even though they were "low budget" they were outdriving many of their better-funded adversaries.

The pair were obsessed by developing a low-emissions engine and, as well as racing, had decided to finalise designs for a motor made more efficient by the shape of its combustion chamber; if an engine was more efficient, they reasoned, it would also be more environmentally friendly.

"There is an optimum shape to give good burn efficiency," says Andrews. "This concept got us close to it. It allowed the engine to breathe very efficiently. It was a combination of gas-flow characteristic and shape that led to it generating more power for less fuel." He continues: "It came to the point that if we didn't do it then it wouldn't happen. We had facilities to set up our own workshops; we suddenly had the capability to do it ourselves."

He and Meeson were still funding their "hobby" by maintaining their careers; Meeson was a qualified solicitor and Andrews had a business selling vintage cars, and used this to subsidise his workshop, located in an outbuilding at his farmhouse.

In 1998 the pair put in an application to the Department of Trade and Industry for a Smart Award for £45,000; grants existing to help small businesses convert ideas for new products into prototypes. This allowed them to build an engine from scratch using a block of aluminium. This they describe as a four-stroke, with "a unique combination of valves" which they describe as a totally different concept from anything seen before.

They used a motorcycle engine and built complicated parts of it from scratch. "It was area that interested both of us," continues Andrews. "We had a Holy Grail moment when the first prototype ran; we had worked on this idea for 15 years and suddenly it was coming together."

They punctuated this serious work with more fun activities, such as competing in the Shell Eco-marathon. This annual competition sets the challenge for people to design, build and drive a vehicle using the least amount of energy. Around this time they had also been researching their work through racing pedal-cars; a niche sport involving four-wheel recumbent bicycles which reach 30mph. "It teaches about all the areas you need to focus on; including aerodynamics and efficient chassis design," says Andrews. "We would race these machines three or four times a year, all around Britain."

But the idea for their engine was stalling. After taking the concept to a business incubator, they were bitterly disappointed. There they had trouble meeting anyone they thought would be directly useful to the project.

It was then that they started doing research into hybrid-drive systems; poring over specialist technical journals. They suddenly realised the suitability of such systems for motorsport. They approached Energy Efficient Motorsport (EEMS), a government initiative that aims to promote the environmental sustainability of the sport, in January 2005, and used money that EEMS supplied to adapt a basic car to see if the hybrid would "suffer the punishment" in a rally situation. They competed in rallies in Lancashire and Wales, performing very well. In 2006 the car was fuelled using bioethanol, and it began to place as the best in its category.

After a short time of driving at Millbrook, one can begin to detect the adaptations the entrepreneurs have made to the Honda. While a normal rally car would have a very harsh transmission, the Honda hybrid seamlessly employs a combination of its petrol engine and electric motor working with the transmission. When the car is accelerated, it uses petrol and electric power at the same time, and the electric motor gives the engine around 15 to 20 per cent of additional power. When the vehicle squeaks to a halt, the energy normally dissipated by braking is stored as electricity within a cell and reused when the vehicle powers up once again.

It is hoped that having endured the "high-stress" environment of competitive motorsport, the work can be adapted into more mainstream areas. They can also bask in the glory of having won the attention of some of motorsport's top brass. Peter Wright, who works as a technical consultant for the FIA, the governing body for motorsport worldwide, emphasises that Formula One is soon to follow suit, by employing energy-saving technology. The sport is to introduce brake energy recovery – where cars store energy normally lost during braking for reuse for powering the vehicle – in 2009.

Wright says: "I think what [Andrews and Meeson] are doing is what the British are very good at: two men pushing something independently. The reason there are not many hybrids racing is because there aren't many hybrids in general. But it is good that motorsport pushes this technology very hard."

However, Andrews believes that without further support the project is in danger of not progressing fast enough to exploit the impetus gained. "We are held back by funding. Our focus now is to attract backing that will allow the project to make a raft of exciting developments over the next 12 months. Everything else is in place."

Hot wheels – motorsport gets the environmental message

* Green motorsport – while seemingly an oxymoron to the hardcore environmentalists out there – is making inroads. Last week one of motorsport's glamour get-togethers – the A1GP World Cup – became the first series in the world to fill its tanks with biofuel.

* To accompany the trend, even politicians are revving their engines for environmentally-friendly motoring. In November, Lord Drayson, the Government's former defence-procurement minister, resigned his post to compete in the 2008 American Le Mans Series in a souped-up, green, biofuelled vehicle.

* The British Touring Car Championship will be the first motor-racing series in the world to place a limit on carbon-dioxide emission levels. Other organisations to have clambered aboard the green train include BMW, which has imported eight of the 100 hydrogen-powered BMW 7-Series saloons which it has built into the UK. They are being loaned to VIPs, business leaders and various other important types.

independent.co.uk/greendriving

________________________________________________________________________

New Zealand Herald: NZ not so clean and green - report

Thursday January 31, 2008 - The New Zealand environment is more khaki than pure green, says a report assessing air, water and land quality and the health of plants, birds and animals.

The Environment New Zealand 2007 report was released today, a follow up to the first State of the New Zealand Environment report in 1997.

The 450-page report found pressures on the environment were increasing from a growing population, economy and changing lifestyles.

Some things such as recycling had improved, it said.

Environment minister Trevor Mallard said the report was a timely check up.

"This report shows that together we have made significant improvements in some areas. But there are areas where we need to do other things better, to protect our clean green reputation. We simply cannot afford to be complacent," Mr Mallard said.

He said New Zealand's reputation as clean and green was important to the country's economy.

"This report is a valuable measuring tool which will guide us in policy work and decision making so we can continue to leverage off our valuable natural resources and maintain the kiwi lifestyle, in a way that is sustainable and internationally competitive," Mr Mallard said.

* greenhouse gas emissions continued to increase;

* agricultural land use had intensified with negative side effects, including greenhouse gas emissions and reduced water quality;

* New Zealanders were consuming more goods, driving more cars more often - cars tended to be larger and older - and using more energy;

* native species remained in danger.

There were positives:

* More people were using public transport;

* energy use growth was at a lower rate than economic growth;

* waste management systems and recycling had improved;

* ozone levels had stabilised and ultra violet levels had dropped;

* more land and waters were protected, and pest management had made a difference to some native species.

Compared to other countries, the environment was very good but New Zealand needed to focus on the quality of resources which gave it a competitive edge internationally, the Environment Ministry said after releasing the report.
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Helen Clark: My plan for a sustainable future

Thursday January 31, 2008, By Helen Clark 

This is an edited version of the Prime Minister's address to the Waitakere Business Club yesterday.

I stand before you early in my ninth year as Prime Minister, proud of what has been achieved on my watch, and looking forward to the challenges which lie ahead.

Our Government does take pride in: leading the economy through its longest run of economic growth since the Second World War, building an economy now a third larger than when we were elected in 1999, the creation of 360,000 more jobs in the economy, the drop in benefit numbers by almost 140,000, the creation of greater security in retirement through setting a higher rate of New Zealand Superannuation, and establishing the New Zealand Superannuation Fund, and KiwiSaver.

And who wouldn't be proud of providing the huge family tax relief available through Working for Families, or the major investments in education, health, policing and infrastructure?

Successful leadership and government is about establishing a vision for what might be, and then taking the many steps forward which will make that vision a reality.

Without doubt our economy is now more resilient, and that's critical when there's global market volatility of the type experienced this year. This is not a time for gambling with our country's future.

So, where from here in our quest to provide more opportunity, more security and to build even more pride in this unique nation which I'm proud to call home?

For me the key concept is sustainability. What we build has to be solid and substantial - not a flash in the pan - and it has to endure.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

This year we are the host country for World Environment Day, in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme.

The theme is "kicking the carbon habit" - and there is a real sense of urgency about it.

Those who thought the concern about climate change was a hoax look progressively sillier as the consensus around the science and seriousness of the projections becomes rock solid.

The world's affluent consumers across developed and emerging markets will increasingly be making ethical choices about the goods and services they buy - and not least about their food and their travel.

Those two sectors on their own make up a substantial part of our foreign exchange earnings. So we must be on the side of the "angels".

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

The truth is that New Zealand is still paying the price of past years of economic failure and harsh social policy.

Broken families and shattered lives were the product of long term, intergenerational high unemployment and deprivation. Today's young violent criminals are the children of the "Mother of All Budgets" in 1991.

A magic wand can't wave that away - but by giving everyone a chance to succeed we can, over time, make a big difference.

We anticipate more growth and investment from last year's major business tax package, not least from the stimulus to business R&D.

There's huge investment going into public infrastructure across energy and transport - into power transmission and generation, and into roading, rail and public transport.

Infrastructure in the 21st century includes broadband - and the faster and cheaper it is, the better for our economic development, but more needs to be done.

We are encouraging private sector initiative - and looking at how government should best exercise its leadership role. We are updating the New Zealand Digital Strategy with stakeholder input.

An outward-looking economy like ours needs good market access - which is why so much time is spent on trade policy.

I hope soon to be able to report progress with China.

Twenty-first century infrastructure, telecommunications, innovation, a favourable business tax regime and investment, opening up markets, and a commitment to sustainability are all part of our package of change which is strengthening the economy and underpinning higher living standards.

But there's another critical ingredient - the direct contribution of our people through their knowledge and skills.

And realising the full potential of our people is not only good for the economy - it's transformational for our society too.

Investment in education is an indispensable part of building a sustainable New Zealand - and Labour's record in education is strong.

But it's time to do more to realise the full potential of our young people.

Currently around 71 per cent stay at school until their 17th birthday - but that means 29 per cent don't.

Around 60 per cent of our students leave school with at least an NCEA Level Two qualification - but 40 per cent don't.

Around half our current workforce does not have the education and skills needed to function fully in a knowledge economy.

In a time of near full employment, those without qualifications can still find work. But a low skills base stops us growing the value of the economy and lifting our living standards to their full potential. 

EARLY INTERVENTION

Next week the Minister of Health and I will be launching the new B4 school health checks - aimed at all 4- to 5-year-olds. This is a big programme based on the simple philosophy that healthy children are the most likely to succeed at school. This programme has been trialled with positive results.

These preschool checks will also aim to identify early the estimated 5 per cent of children who have conduct disorder and/or severe antisocial behaviour.

Among [these children] will be some of the next generation of violent criminals if we don't act.

LIFTING THE EDUCATION AGE TO 18

The Government acknowledges the importance of lifting the level of both participation and achievement in education and training.

The policy I am announcing is for all young people to be in school or some other form of education or of training until they reach the age of 18.

In this day and age, boosting teenage participation in formal education is much more complex than simply lifting the school-leaving age. Yet the work of the Secondary Futures project strongly suggests that we can design and resource our schools so that they are able to retain a higher proportion of students.

Partnerships are needed with employers, tertiary educators, and private training providers and communities, to ensure that a range of options to meet student needs are available.

The Gateway programme being rolled out across all high schools is an example of the flexibility we have been building into the school curriculum. It works because employers and schools work together in the best interests of young people.

YOUTH APPRENTICESHIPS

In schools, students can enrol in youth apprenticeship programmes. This takes the Gateway concept a step further, giving structure to a course of study which could lead a student into a modern apprenticeship.

These apprenticeships will also offer ... the prospect of paid employment during school breaks and the ability to earn credits towards their apprenticeship while still at school.

That plan will address the need to invest in professional development, support engagement in Maori and Pacific communities, broaden the range of enrolment options, provide quality careers advice within schools, and establish clear links with iwi, business and industry to open up opportunities for young people.

Winning elections is about being believable, having a strong record, and presenting the most compelling and forward-looking vision for our country. And that's what I'm focused on this year as we work to build the best possible future for New Zealand.

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/466/story.cfm?c_id=466&objectid=10489693&pnum=0
…………………………..

Earth champions named

The UN Environment Programme has named a long-term partner of the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) among the winners of its 2008 Champions of the Earth awards, which recognise "extraordinary leadership" on environmental issues.Published on January 30, 2008

Dr Atiq Rahman, executive director of the Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS), is a scientist, author, policy adviser, teacher and consultant to many governments, intergovernmental bodies and international organisations. He has also developed an innovative postgraduate course on sustainable development and North-South dialogue.

Under Rahman's leadership, BCAS has become one of the world's leading think-tanks and research centres on sustainable development. His fellow Champions of the Earth this year include a prince and a prime minister.

"Twenty years ago when we started BCAS, we wanted to show that it is possible to institutionalise highest quality research on sustainable development in one of the poorest countries of the world," said Rahman. 

"We have taken up the challenge of linking decision-making at local, national, regional and global levels to promote and integrate solutions to sustainable development concerns."

Rahman has spent the past two decades promoting policies that protect the environment and raise the prospects for the world's poorest and most vulnerable people. His recent work, focusing on the challenge of climate change, has included being a lead author with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

"Climate change is one of the greatest threats to mankind and its impacts will affect the poor and vulnerable most," said Rahman. 

"Our thrust has been to advance science, policy and sustainable development by integrating climate change with development. Key concerns we have highlighted include poverty reduction, equity and giving a voice to the voiceless."

The other 2008 Champions of the Earth honoured on Monday were: Prince Albert II of Monaco; former US senator Timothy E Wirth; New Zealand's Prime Minister Helen Clark; Balgis Osman-Elasha, a senior researcher at Sudan's Higher Council for Environment & Natural Resources; Liz Thompson, the former energy and environment minister of Barbados; and Abdul-Qader Ba-Jammal, secretary-general of the Yemen People's General Congress.

http://nationmultimedia.com/2008/01/30/national/national_30063867.php
General environment news

NZ not so clean and green - report

Thursday January 31, 2008 - The New Zealand environment is more khaki than pure green, says a report assessing air, water and land quality and the health of plants, birds and animals.

The Environment New Zealand 2007 report was released today, a follow up to the first State of the New Zealand Environment report in 1997.

The 450-page report found pressures on the environment were increasing from a growing population, economy and changing lifestyles.

Some things such as recycling had improved, it said.

Environment minister Trevor Mallard said the report was a timely check up.

"This report shows that together we have made significant improvements in some areas. But there are areas where we need to do other things better, to protect our clean green reputation. We simply cannot afford to be complacent," Mr Mallard said.

He said New Zealand's reputation as clean and green was important to the country's economy.

"This report is a valuable measuring tool which will guide us in policy work and decision making so we can continue to leverage off our valuable natural resources and maintain the kiwi lifestyle, in a way that is sustainable and internationally competitive," Mr Mallard said.

* greenhouse gas emissions continued to increase;

* agricultural land use had intensified with negative side effects, including greenhouse gas emissions and reduced water quality;

* New Zealanders were consuming more goods, driving more cars more often - cars tended to be larger and older - and using more energy;

* native species remained in danger.

There were positives:

* More people were using public transport;

* energy use growth was at a lower rate than economic growth;

* waste management systems and recycling had improved;

* ozone levels had stabilised and ultra violet levels had dropped;

* more land and waters were protected, and pest management had made a difference to some native species.

Compared to other countries, the environment was very good but New Zealand needed to focus on the quality of resources which gave it a competitive edge internationally, the Environment Ministry said after releasing the report.

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/category/story.cfm?c_id=39&objectid=10489849
……………………………………….

New Zealand glaciers in rapid retreat

Thursday January 31, 2008, By Maggie McNaughton  

New Zealand's glaciers are shrinking. Startling pictures taken from space 17 years apart show the extent of the retreat of the Tasman, Hooker and Mueller Glaciers in the Southern Alps.

The first picture was taken by a Nasa satellite on December 30, 1990, and the second picture was taken on December 6, 2007.

During the 20th century, the volume of ice in the Southern Alps dropped by 25-30 per cent, glacier length retreated by 38 per cent on average, and the area of ice covering the alps shrank by 25 per cent, glaciologist Dr Trevor Chinn said yesterday.

"It's a result of climate warming. How much you wish to attribute to man-made effects is anybody's guess."

He said the statistics were alarming. "I work on glaciers and my job is disappearing down the river."

There are 3144 glaciers in the Southern Alps. However, some steep glaciers such as the Stocking and Franz Josef glaciers have stopped retreating over the past 30 years. "They are fluctuating about a constant size," he said.

So should we be concerned about the retreating glaciers? "It depends what you want. If you are a boatie, it's great [because the lakes will get bigger]. If you are a climber wanting to go up the valley, it's a nuisance because all the tracks have fallen in. If the big glaciers like Franz Josef and Fox retreat, it will have a bad effect on the tourist trade," he said.

He said there had been regional warming of about 1C since the end of the 19th century.

But Dr Chinn said he didn't have an opinion on whether the shrinking of the glaciers was a good or bad thing.

"As a scientist I don't have an opinion on whether it's good or bad [because that's] emotional, and as a glaciologist, I'd like to see the ice-age return."

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/category/story.cfm?c_id=39&objectid=10489785 
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UN - UNEP In The News

Tanzania: Mining Poses Health, Environmental Threat - UN Expert

UN News Service (New York): Voicing concern about the impact of mining on the environment, workers and communities in Tanzania, an independent United Nations expert has recommended closer national monitoring of industry there. Okechukwu Ibeanu, the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights, wrapped up a 10-day visit to the coastal East African nation today. "I have observed through my meetings with a variety of stakeholders that the public may not have received any or sufficient information on the different chemical substances and dangerous products that they are exposed to in their workplace or their communities," he said in a statement. http://allafrica.com/stories/200801301002.html
General Environment News
South Africa: Water Meters Are Good for the Environment and Good for Wallets

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): Water shortage is not uncommon in Cape Town, South Africa. For the past years the warm summer months -- of November until February -- saw water restrictions imposed by the city authorities. The restrictions prohibited residents from using potable water for the irrigation of lawns and gardens as well as using hosepipes to wash motor vehicles, pavements, and any movable or immovable structure. These and other measures have proved to be relatively successful: The water levels at most dams and reservoirs in the area have increased to such an extent that for the first time in years no severe water restrictions had to be put in place over the past months -- the warmest period in the Cape. Water shortage nevertheless remains a looming threat to the region. One of the main causes is population growth, which has led to an increased demand for water. It is estimated that 16,000 families from elsewhere in South Africa migrate to the Cape every year. To better regulate water demand and distribution, city authorities have launched a new water management system. This system revolves around special devices that are to be installed in homes across the city. http://allafrica.com/stories/200801300125.html
Botswana: Maun to Host Wetlands Day

Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone): On 2 February 1971, nations of the world met in the Iranian city of Ramsar to adopt an agreement known as the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. World Wetlands Day marks the global recognition of efforts in sensitising and raising public awareness on issues affecting wetlands and their utilisation. This year's theme is: "Healthy Wetlands, Healthy People.” The theme symbolises the significance attached to good wetlands resources management practices and the health benefits that can accrue to the people. Wetlands are known to provide resources in the form of food, clean water, medicinal products, timber, thatching grass and river sand. Wetlands are the world's most productive environments, being home to countless species of plants and animals. They vary in form all over the world. The main wetlands include rivers and lakes, coastal lagoons, mangroves, peat lands, and even coral reefs. In addition, there are human-made wetlands such as ponds, irrigated agricultural land, salt pans, reservoirs, gravel pits, sewage farms, and canals. There are 1,411 sites designated as wetlands of international importance worldwide. One of them, the Okavango Delta, currently ranks as the second largest among the listed Ramsar sites. The 2008 World Wetlands Day commemorations will be held in Maun, Botswana. A number of activities are arranged to mark the commemoration. http://allafrica.com/stories/200801300921.html
Namibia: Rössing to Generate Own Electricity

New Era (Windhoek): Rössing Uranium Limited plans to produce its own electricity amid the current power crisis facing the country. Rössing wants to convert excess heat produced by a proposed on-site acid plant into electricity. This is in line with phase one of the mining company's 'Life of Mine Expansion' project, which is aimed at extending the life of the mine to 2026. Plans are in full swing, with the draft social and environmental impact assessments (SEIA) of the project already completed. Sensitisation meetings on the impact of the proposed developments have been held with stakeholders and members of the public. The mining company estimates that the proposed acid production plant will be able to produce 12 megawatts of electricity at full capacity. Because the plant will only require about four-and-a-half megawatts of electricity to be operational, the mining company plans to divert the excess megawatts for other uses. The excess amount of electricity is bound to be used in other areas of the company's mining activities, which are heavily dependent on electricity for operation. Rössing is adamant that the initiative would reduce the burden placed on the country's sole power supply utility - NamPower. http://allafrica.com/stories/200801300597.html
Nigeria: Country Partners Norway On Environmental Management

Leadership (Abuja): Nigeria has entered into partnership with the Norwegian government on environmental management. Minister of environment, housing and urban development, Architect Halima Tayo Alao, made this known when the Norwegian ambassador paid a courtesy call on the minister in Abuja. Architect Alao, who noted that environment management remains a burning issue for the growth and development of any nation, said Nigeria will be interested in the kind of technology Norway has in addressing climate change. She said "Nigeria is interested in the kind of technology Norway has to address air pollution, coastal management and is also looking at making needs assessment of climate change.” http://allafrica.com/stories/200801300168.html
Cameroon: British Special Envoy At Star Building

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Cameroon's Prime Minister Ephraim Inoni yesterday 29 January received in audience the British Prime Minister, Gordon Brown's Special Envoy for Forestry. The envoy, Barry Gardiner came to convey to Prime Minister Ephraim Inoni, “the greetings of my own Prime Minister who established the Congo Basin Fund of 50 million Pounds Sterling to reduce poverty and help in the sustainable management of the forest in the Congo Basin as a whole.” In an interview with journalists after the audience, Barry Gardiner said, "the British Prime Minister was very keen that I should speak with Cameroon's Prime Minister and explain how we are proposing to manage the Congo Basin Fund, its structures and how we saw the leading role Cameroon can play as one of the countries in the region that has a more advanced forest management sector.” He also came to inform the Cameroon government that an additional, " 8 million Pounds Sterling Preparatory Fund has been announced and the preparatory fund will be established and opened running by June or July 2008.” http://allafrica.com/stories/200801300849.html
Ghana: Pollution Forcing Farmers Into Illegal Mining?

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): Environmental groups have for several years accused mining companies in Ghana of destroying the environment. In a strange twist of events, it now seems that farmers have turned to illegal mining as a result of the devastation of the pollution caused by mining activities. Ghana's ranking among gold-producing countries by volume improved from 11th in 2005 to 10th in 2006. Production from new mines such as Chirano Gold Mines and Newmont Ghana Bold have offset the effects of the declining output from established mines, according to Jurgen Eijgendaal, president of the Ghana Chamber of Mines. http://allafrica.com/stories/200801300738.html
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	UNEP or UN in the News

	Capgemini supports the United Nations "Caring for Climate" initiative 


Consultant News

Tuesday, 29 January 2008   
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	Capgemini, a member of the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) since 2004, has pledged its support to the "Caring for Climate" initiative. 

Launched in July 2007 at the UNGC Leaders Summit, the project is designed to advance business commitments on climate change in markets around the world. 

Capgemini supports the United Nations "Caring for Climate" initiative 

Paul Hermelin, CEO of Capgemini, is one of 200 Chief Executive Officers world-wide, who have signed up as official supporters of the initiative to commit to the development of corporate strategies and practices to reduce carbon emissions, publicly disclose their emissions and work together with governments where the Group is located to develop climate friendly policies. 

The UNGC brings business together with Governments, large companies, United Nations agencies, labor and civil society to advance 10 universal principles notably in the areas of human rights, labor, environment and anti-corruption. 

"Our support of this initiative is another important step in our commitment to corporate social responsibility and sustainable development. Moreover, it is very much in line with the actions we have begun in recent years to minimize our environmental impact and to save energy expenditure in the workplace," said Hermelin. 

Capgemini has been one of the few companies in its sector to disclose as much of its carbon footprint as can be calculated in both the annual report and as part of the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) http://www.cdproject.net/ 

http://www.consultant-news.com/article_display.aspx?p=adp&id=4406




	General Environmental News


‘Collapse’ of central Calif. salmon runs feared

Population plummets from high five years ago; far fewer juveniles, too

MSNBC

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

SAN FRANCISCO - The number of chinook salmon returning to California's Central Valley has reached a near-record low, pointing to an "unprecedented collapse" that could lead to severe restrictions on West Coast salmon fishing this year, according to federal fishery regulators.

The sharp drop in chinook, or king, salmon returning from the Pacific Ocean to spawn in the Sacramento River and its tributaries this past fall is part of broader decline in wild salmon runs in rivers across the West.

The population dropped more than 88 percent from its all-time high five years ago, according to an internal memo sent to members of the Pacific Fishery Management Council and obtained by The Associated Press.

More worrisome is that only about 2,000 2-year-old juvenile chinooks — used to predict returns of adult spawners in the coming season — returned to the Central Valley last year, by far the lowest number ever counted. On average, about 40,000 juveniles, or "jacks," return each year.

Regulators are still trying to understand the reasons for the shrinking number of spawners; some scientists believe it could be related to changes in the ocean linked to global warming.

Battle over water?
Some fishermen and environmentalists believe the sharp decline is related to increased water exports from the San Joaquin-Sacramento River Delta, which supplies drinking water to millions of people in dry Southern California, as well as irrigation for America’s most fertile farming region.

“It’s time to reduce pumping of delta waters before we destroy the fish and wildlife species we appreciate so much in California,” said Mike Sherwood, an attorney for Earthjustice.

Only about 90,000 returning adult salmon were counted in the Central Valley in 2007, the second lowest number on record, the memo said. The population was at 277,000 in 2006 and 804,000 five years ago.

In an e-mail to council members, Donald McIsaac, the agency's executive director, said he wanted to give them "an early alert to what at this point appears to be an unprecedented collapse in the abundance of adult California Central Valley ... fall Chinook salmon stocks."

"The magnitude of the low abundance ... is such that the opening of all marine and freshwater fisheries impacting this important salmon stock will be questioned," he said.

It is only the second time in 35 years that the Central Valley has not met the agency's conservation goal of 122,000 to 180,000 returning fish, according to the council, which regulates Pacific Coast fisheries.

Sacramento watershed is key
Salmon that spawn in Central Valley rivers form the backbone of California's commercial and recreational salmon fishery.

“Sacramento fish are really what the fishery depends on,” said Chuck Tracy, the council’s salmon management officer.

Not long ago, salmon restoration efforts in the Sacramento watershed were being touted as a wildlife management success story. But recent years have seen populations dwindle in many Western rivers, and scientists are trying to understand why.

The council plans to meet in Sacramento in March to discuss possible restrictions, including a complete closure of the salmon season that begins in May. Final decisions will be made in April.

Duncan MacLean, a Half Moon Bay fisherman who is on a team that advises the fishery council, said he’s bracing for hard times.

“It’s probably going to be worse than anything we’ve experienced before,” said MacLean, 58, who relies on salmon fishing for as much as 70 percent of his income. “It’s going to put a lot of us out of business.”

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/22902232/

Bush's budget may change ethanol import tariff

By Tom Doggett

Reuters

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. Energy Secretary Sam Bodman hinted on Tuesday that the Bush administration's new government budget for the 2009 spending year may propose changing the U.S. tariff on ethanol imports.

Speaking at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Bodman said the White House's 2009 budget, which will be sent to Congress next Monday, "will start to deal with that question" of whether the 54-cent-a-gallon import tariff should be allowed to expire at the end of this year or whether it should be renewed.

Many energy experts have argued that the U.S. ethanol industry is mature and can compete with ethanol supplies from other countries, particularly shipments from Brazil, without the protection of a fee levied on imports.

Bodman would not confirm whether the Bush administration will ask Congress to begin phasing out the import tariff or the subsidy for domestic producers. But he suggested the U.S. ethanol industry could survive with less government help.

"I would just say I think that there are advantages to having had the kind of both subsidies and tariffs that have helped protect this industry. I believe that, the best I can tell, this industry is pretty close to being able to stand on its own," Bodman said.

The tariff on ethanol imports is set to expire at the end of this year but could be renewed. U.S. ethanol blenders get a separate 51-cent-a-gallon tax credit through 2010.

Talking with reporters later, Bodman would not clarify whether the administration will propose to reduce or eliminate the ethanol subsidies or the protective tariff.

"I'm not going to speak to that. We will announce the budget next week," he said. "The budget will speak for itself."

(Editing by Christian Wiessner)

http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSN2962841320080129?feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews

U.S. to seek more donors to clean technology fund

By David Lawder

Reuters

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States will try to persuade more rich nations to donate to a new international clean technology fund at the Group of Seven economic chiefs meeting next week in Japan, a senior U.S. Treasury official said on Tuesday.

David McCormick, Treasury undersecretary for international affairs, said the United States, Britain and Japan looked like "the beginning of a core of donors" to the fund which aims to help developing nations make greater use of clean energy technologies.

In his annual State of The Union speech, U.S. President George W. Bush on Monday pledged $2 billion to the fund over the next three years.

McCormick said he and Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson would promote the fund with their G7 counterparts in Tokyo on February 9.

"The secretary feels very strongly about this, and it's a real priority for the president. So any time we have a chance to be in the room with some key ministers who would have some influence over this, we talk about it as an important component of the broader climate change agenda," McCormick told reporters at a news briefing.

The fund aims to close the financing gap between more expensive advanced technology that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and energy use and older, cheaper technology that pollutes more. It could assist its first project this year, he said.

Companies and government entities in many developing countries often prefer to use the lowest-cost alternatives to stretch their resources in developing power and industrial infrastructure.

In the power sector alone, developing countries would have to pay $30 billion more through 2030 in order to install existing clean technologies instead of older, dirtier technologies, according to World Bank estimates.

McCormick said Britain had pledged part of its 800-million pound ($1.6 billion) Environmental Transformation Fund toward the effort and Japan also had pledged support, but had not specified a funding amount.

He said the United States has held talks with potential donors among both industrialized and developing nations, so there could be cases where countries are both donors and recipients of assistance.

"Donors will have a lot of control over where the money is devoted and focused," McCormick said.

The group aims to develop criteria soon for determining the most deserving projects. Those that have the biggest effect in reducing greenhouse gas emissions will receive high priority and awards will be based partly on local country policies that are environmentally sustainable, McCormick said.

The cost gap between new and old technologies will not necessarily be covered with a grant from the fund. Instead, fund awards may be used to leverage additional private sector investment in a project, subsidize conventional financing, or support local government co-financing, McCormick said.

(Editing by Mohammad Zargham)

http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSN2961874120080129?sp=true

Canadian provinces eye carbon-trading plan

By Allan Dowd

Reuters

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (Reuters) - Many of Canada provinces are pursuing a carbon-trading plan to fight climate change, saying on Tuesday it was inevitable the country would adopt a such system, even if the current federal government is cool to the idea.

British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba have been discussing adopting carbon trading, or emissions credit trading, in conjunction with the Western Climate Initiative (WCI) in the United States, an idea championed by California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

"Eventually in North America there is going to be a cap and trade system, and we think it is about time we start thinking about what that will be and how it can operate," Quebec Premier Jean Charest told reporters.

Provincial leaders met this week in Vancouver, focusing Tuesday on global warming and how Canada can adapt to the impact of climate change that is already being felt -- illustrated by retreating ice cover in the Arctic and insect infestations in the country's huge western forests..

Carbon-trading markets are seen as the most business-friendly way to squeeze out cuts in emissions. They allow major polluters to pay others to cut greenhouse gas output on their behalf, so they can meet emission caps.

Supporters, including environmental groups, say it is the most cost effective way to reduce emissions and provides economic incentives to develop environmentally friendly technology.

Charest is pushing for the actual trading market to be hosted at the Montreal Exchange.

The Conservative federal government has promised to set up a domestic emissions trading system, but has opposed placing binding caps on emitters, saying that could hurt the economy.

Supports of carbon trading say mandatory caps are needed for the market to establish pricing.

"We need to go there. If we can't count on the federal government to embark us on that particular destination then we'll see what we can do among ourselves," Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty said. Not all provinces agree, however.

Alberta, the center of Canada's oil and gas industry, has told the other provinces it is not interested and warned that forcing it to cut carbon emissions too quickly would harm the entire national economy

Newfoundland & Labrador Premier Danny Williams said that while he likes the carbon trading idea he wants administrative issues resolved before he will commit to joining.

"Europe went through the same exercise and found out from an administrative perspective there are some difficulties," told reporters, without elaborating.

(Editing by Rob Wilson)

http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSN2959766420080130?sp=true

Bush's much maligned climate talks may yet help global warming treaty 

By Peter N. Spotts 

Reuters

Wednesday, January 30, 2008

Leaders from the world's largest developed and developing countries gather in Honolulu today for two days of talks aimed at kick-starting broader international negotiations on a new global warming treaty. 

The agenda for those broader talks emerged from the UN climate conference in Bali in December, when ministers from more than 180 countries agreed on the issues negotiators need to deal with as they draft the new treaty over the next two years. The treaty would pick up where the 1997 Kyoto Protocol leaves off in 2012.

The Major Economies Meetings – which pull together representatives from 15 countries, the European Union and European Commission, and the UN – are designed "to focus on a few key areas from the Bali road map where the major economies can make a detailed contribution to be brought into the UN negotiations," said Jim Connaughton, head of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, at a briefing last Friday. The group represents countries producing the majority of today's greenhouse gas emissions.

President Bush lifted the lid on the agenda a bit during his State of the Union address Monday night when he proposed spending $2 billion over the next three years to help developing countries pay for clean-energy technologies. Two days earlier, Japan had pledged $10 billion.

Financing for such technologies has long been a thorn in the side of developing countries. Delegates from these countries in Bali last month angrily noted that developed countries are giving far less than they have pledged. Developing countries insist they need the help to make the emissions reduction commitments – however limited – a new climate treaty might require.

While Japan is offering a larger check, Mr. Bush's represents "a major landmark in addressing global warming," says Phil Clapp, deputy managing director of the Pew Environment Group.

In addition to putting money into a global clean-energy fund, delegates in Honolulu are also expected to talk about setting long-term emissions reduction goals – another flash point in Bali.

Bush's efforts has met with some skepticism, especially after the first meeting last September which one senior environmental hand described as "Climate 101 when the rest of the world was in graduate school." One test of how serious the White House is about the process will come in discussions of future actions, some analysts say. Until now, the administration has emphasized actions it has already taken – setting an interim greenhouse gas "intensity" target for the US economy, or the amount of emissions permitted per unit of GDP, pumping money into climate change research, and the recent adoption of mandatory fuel economy standards.

The key question, however, is: What's next? "I would find the effort much more serious when the US government decides to put on the table what it thinks an appropriate near-term response and policy effort would be," says Joseph Aldy, co-director of Harvard University's Project on International Climate Agreements. "At some point, we need to see the ideas the Bush administration has on both of these fronts," and in a quantifiable way, he adds.

The process is slated to end this summer in a summit, perhaps tied to the G-8 meeting in Hokkiado, Japan. Ideally, the Bush effort would lead to a consensus on all the essential elements of a post-2012 agreement, says Elliot Diringer, director of international strategies at the Pew Center for Global Climate Change in Arlington, Va. The group is more likely to move on the few issues easiest to handle in the short time available, including aid to developing countries.

Overall, says Mr. Diringer, the broad concept of pulling major emitters together outside the UN process to better inform it is a useful one with a fair amount of support. It appears, for instance, in Democratic presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton's energy and climate policy statement as the "E-8." And the Bush effort may yet produce results. "The president wants a world leaders' summit at the end, and he needs some kind of deliverable," he says.

Still, expectations "are not high," he continues. "As other government see it, this is not the means for cutting a final deal" on climate "nor is this the administration to cut it with”. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/csm/20080130/ts_csm/abushwarm

The State of Green Business in 2008: Are We Swimming, Treading or Sinking?

By: The Editors of GreenBiz.com
Wednesday, January 30 2008

OAKLAND, Calif., Jan. 30, 2008 -- Hardly a day goes by without a company proclaiming their intent to slash energy consumption, reduce waste or take some other bold action to green their operations or products. 

The wave of announcements is dizzying. It made the editors at GreenBiz.com wonder: Is this is just lip-service, or is the adoption of green business practices really growing? 

The group embarked on a journey to solve this mystery using data on a slew of indicators comprising the GreenBiz Index, part of the inaugural "State of Green Business 2008" report released today. The conclusion: Environmental performance overall in the U.S. is gradually advancing, but often not at the pace needed to offset economic growth or avoid the worst effects of climate change. 

"The state of green business is improving, slowly but surely, as companies both large and small learn the value of integrating environmental thinking into their operations in ways that align with core business strategy and bottom-line goals," says Joel Makower, executive editor of GreenBiz.com. "Green business has shifted from a movement to a market. But there is much, much more to do." 

Makower and his fellow editors at GreenBiz.com compiled a set of indicators measuring various aspects of green business, ranging from paper use and toxic emissions to building energy use and employee commuting. The group then assigned each indicator a symbol to represent progress: a "sinking," symbol means a measure is losing ground; a "swimming" icon indicates progress is being made; and a "treading" symbol shows an indicator holding its own. 

In half of the measures — 10 of the 20 indicators — the verdict was "treading," as progress was lacking or be slow, or at least too slow to address the magnitude of environmental challenges. They include pesticide use on U.S. farms, which hasn't changed much since 1999. The number of teleworkers is slowly gaining but there hasn't been much progress in getting employees to abandon their solo commutes to work. While publicly traded companies are more likely to publish corporate responsibility reports, the number of companies reporting totaled only 253 in 2007 -- that's less than a 50 percent increase over five years. 

There are bright spots, including eight indicators deemed "swimming." Clean technology investments in the U.S., for instance, soared to more than $48 billion in 2006, largely driven by a 132 percent increase in venture capital dollars going toward renewable energy, waste reduction, resource management and other activities that fall within the loosely defined area of clean tech. Related patents shined, too, with U.S. clean-tech patents accounting for nearly half of those issued worldwide. 

The explosion of commercial green building projects also is heartening, with a 500 percent increase in the amount of LEED-certified office space between 2005 and 2007. The total amount of paper used in the U.S. has hit a plateau, while at the same time, the economy continues humming. Energy use, measured per dollar of gross national product, is declining, although the rate of improvement has slowed. 

Packaging use of aluminum, paper, plastics and steel is making small but steady improvement in efficiency. And renewble energy generation, though increasing, may not grow fast enough to overcome the need to build more fossil fuel-fired power plants. 

Two of the indicators were deemed "sinking." One was carbon intensity, measured as carbon dioxide emissions per unit of gross domestic product. Between 2005 and 2006, carbon intensity fell 4.2 percent, which, at first blush, appears encouraging. But it doesn't change the fact that the U.S. leads in both overall greenhouse gas emissions and per-capita emissions, or the need to significantly reduce absolute emissions. 

And even though the amount of e-waste being recycled keeps growing, the absolute tonnage of electronics waste entering landfills or being sent overseas is staggering. But with no reporting mandates, federal e-waste laws or single clearinghouse for e-waste recovery data, it is difficult to determine exactly how much unwanted electronics is being recycled in a responsible way. 

The lack of data transcended the e-waste recycling indicator. After determining the indicator list, the editors looked for reliable data that was both meaningful and repeatable, since they intend to track progress annually. 

Some data were relatively easy to find while others proved more elusive. Was it really true that the most recent data showing the amount of water used in the U.S. is nearly eight years old? The short answer is yes, which is troubling considering drought concerns in various parts of the country, particularly in the Southeast. 

Concludes Makower: "If you believe in the adage, 'what gets measured gets managed,' then it's clear why many of the major impacts of business aren't being well managed, at least on the macro scale." 

http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=36600&CFID=10408530&CFTOKEN=67048551

Canadian provinces eye carbon-trading plan

By Allan Dowd

ENN

Wednesday, 30 January 2008

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (Reuters) - Many of Canada provinces are pursuing a carbon-trading plan to fight climate change, saying on Tuesday it was inevitable the country would adopt a such system, even if the current federal government is cool to the idea.

British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba have been discussing adopting carbon trading, or emissions credit trading, in conjunction with the Western Climate Initiative (WCI) in the United States, an idea championed by California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

"Eventually in North America there is going to be a cap and trade system, and we think it is about time we start thinking about what that will be and how it can operate," Quebec Premier Jean Charest told reporters.

Provincial leaders met this week in Vancouver, focusing Tuesday on global warming and how Canada can adapt to the impact of climate change that is already being felt -- illustrated by retreating ice cover in the Arctic and insect infestations in the country's huge western forests..

Carbon-trading markets are seen as the most business-friendly way to squeeze out cuts in emissions. They allow major polluters to pay others to cut greenhouse gas output on their behalf, so they can meet emission caps.

Supporters, including environmental groups, say it is the most cost effective way to reduce emissions and provides economic incentives to develop environmentally friendly technology.

Charest is pushing for the actual trading market to be hosted at the Montreal Exchange.

The Conservative federal government has promised to set up a domestic emissions trading system, but has opposed placing binding caps on emitters, saying that could hurt the economy.

Supports of carbon trading say mandatory caps are needed for the market to establish pricing.

"We need to go there. If we can't count on the federal government to embark us on that particular destination then we'll see what we can do among ourselves," Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty said.

Not all provinces agree, however.

Alberta, the center of Canada's oil and gas industry, has told the other provinces it is not interested and warned that forcing it to cut carbon emissions too quickly would harm the entire national economy

Newfoundland & Labrador Premier Danny Williams said that while he likes the carbon trading idea he wants administrative issues resolved before he will commit to joining.

"Europe went through the same exercise and found out from an administrative perspective there are some difficulties," told reporters, without elaborating.

(Editing by Rob Wilson)

http://www.enn.com/business/article/30173

California asks EPA to regulate machine emissions

ENN

Wednesday, January 30, 2008

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - California officials on Monday called on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from industrial machines that they say emit as much carbon dioxide as 40 million cars.

California Attorney General Jerry Brown, along with officials from four other states, is petitioning the agency to set emissions standards for equipment in the construction, mining and agricultural industries. Earlier this month, California and other states sued the EPA to overturn a Bush administration decision that denied California's attempt to set new standards for auto emissions.

"This is a serious problem that the EPA has utterly failed to address," Brown said in an interview. "We are getting the legal machinery ready to be used either because a court orders it or a new president requires it."

The petition says the EPA has the authority and duty to adopt national emissions standards for non-road engines and vehicles. It asks the agency to adopt regulations to carry out emissions limits for such machines. 

Connecticut, Oregon, New Jersey, Massachusetts and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection are joining California in the petition.

It is not the first time California has made such a filing. Last year, in two separate petitions, California and other states asked the EPA to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from both aircraft and ocean vessels.

When asked whether California would enact its own emissions standards for heavy machinery, Brown said "it would be more appropriate" for the federal government to do so.

The engines and vehicles cited in the petition emitted 220 million tons of carbon dioxide in 2007, California said -- about equivalent to the emissions from 40 million cars. There are nearly 18 million such machines in California.

(Reporting by Nichola Groom, Editing by Eric Walsh)

http://www.enn.com/climate/article/30180

Southern Ontario under wind, flash freeze warnings

The Globe and Mail

The Canadian Press

Wednesday, January 30 2008

TORONTO — Environment Canada has posted a variety of wind, wind chill, winter storm, freezing rain and flash freeze warnings across most of Ontario.

In the south, a wind warning covers Windsor to the Quebec border, with gusts of over 100 kilometres an hour expected in some regions.

There are some street closings reported due to traffic hazards caused by wind-blown branches and debris.

There is also a flash freeze warning from the London area to Quebec as a fast-moving cold front causes temperatures to plummet and a freezing rain warning covers Ottawa and far eastern Ontario.

A blowing snow warning is in effect for the traditional snow belt areas to the east of Lake Huron and Georgian Bay. Drivers are advised to be on guard for widespread whiteout conditions through the day.

Environment Canada has also posted wind chill and winter storm warnings in northern Ontario from Kenora to the North Bay region.

Whiteout conditions have already prompted police to close Hwy. 17 between Sault Ste. Marie and Blind River and Hwy. 11 between Hearst and Kapuskasing.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20080130.wontweather0130/BNStory/National/?page=rss&id=RTGAM.20080130.wontweather0130

Bush's much-maligned climate talks could yet help global-warming treaty

At the meeting of the world's biggest polluters in Hawaii this week, host US has a chance to show it is serious about action on climate change. 

By Peter N. Spotts 
The Christian Science Monitor 

Wednesday, January 30, 2008
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Reporter Peter N. Spotts discusses President Bush's 'major economies' climate plan.
Leaders from the world's largest developed and developing countries gather in Honolulu today for two days of talks aimed at kick-starting broader international negotiations on a new global warming treaty. 

The agenda for those broader talks emerged from the UN climate conference in Bali in December, when ministers from more than 180 countries agreed on the issues negotiators need to deal with as they draft the new treaty over the next two years. The treaty would pick up where the 1997 Kyoto Protocol leaves off in 2012. 

The Major Economies Meetings – which pull together representatives from 15 countries, the European Union and European Commission, and the UN – are designed "to focus on a few key areas from the Bali road map where the major economies can make a detailed contribution to be brought into the UN negotiations," said Jim Connaughton, head of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, at a briefing last Friday. The group represents countries producing the majority of today's greenhouse gas emissions. 

President Bush lifted the lid on the agenda a bit during his State of the Union address Monday night when he proposed spending $2 billion over the next three years to help developing countries pay for clean-energy technologies. Two days earlier, Japan had pledged $10 billion. 

Financing for such technologies has long been a thorn in the side of developing countries. Delegates from these countries in Bali last month angrily noted that developed countries are giving far less than they have pledged. Developing countries insist they need the help to make the emissions reduction commitments – however limited – a new climate treaty might require. 

While Japan is offering a larger check, Mr. Bush's represents "a major landmark in addressing global warming," says Phil Clapp, deputy managing director of the Pew Environment Group. 

In addition to putting money into a global clean-energy fund, delegates in Honolulu are also expected to talk about setting long-term emissions reduction goals – another flash point in Bali. 

Bush's efforts has met with some skepticism, especially after the first meeting last September which one senior environmental hand described as "Climate 101 when the rest of the world was in graduate school." One test of how serious the White House is about the process will come in discussions of future actions, some analysts say. Until now, the administration has emphasized actions it has already taken – setting an interim greenhouse gas "intensity" target for the US economy, or the amount of emissions permitted per unit of GDP, pumping money into climate change research, and the recent adoption of mandatory fuel economy standards. 

The key question, however, is: What's next? "I would find the effort much more serious when the US government decides to put on the table what it thinks an appropriate near-term response and policy effort would be," says Joseph Aldy, co-director of Harvard University's Project on International Climate Agreements. "At some point, we need to see the ideas the Bush administration has on both of these fronts," and in a quantifiable way, he adds. 

The process is slated to end this summer in a summit, perhaps tied to the G-8 meeting in Hokkiado, Japan. Ideally, the Bush effort would lead to a consensus on all the essential elements of a post-2012 agreement, says Elliot Diringer, director of international strategies at the Pew Center for Global Climate Change in Arlington, Va. The group is more likely to move on the few issues easiest to handle in the short time available, including aid to developing countries. 

Overall, says Mr. Diringer, the broad concept of pulling major emitters together outside the UN process to better inform it is a useful one with a fair amount of support. It appears, for instance, in Democratic presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton's energy and climate policy statement as the "E-8." And the Bush effort may yet produce results. "The president wants a world leaders' summit at the end, and he needs some kind of deliverable," he says. 

Still, expectations "are not high," he continues. "As other government see it, this is not the means for cutting a final deal" on climate "nor is this the administration to cut it with." 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0130/p02s01-wogi.html

	Premiers look ahead to climate disasters

 

By Les Leyne
Times Colonist


Wednesday, January 30, 2008

The word "emergency" brings up images of instant crisis. Emergencies happen in the blink of an eye. Sirens scream, people yell for help and the situation is dealt with one way or the other.

But the impact of climate change is a slow-moving potential disaster, so the premiers' meeting yesterday on adapting to it didn't have that air of emergency.

The jumble of different Canadian approaches to doing anything about global warming also negates the idea that governments are at Condition Red. They range from B.C.'s crash effort to cut emissions by 33 per cent in just a few years to Alberta's long, leisurely approach to curbing them slightly by 2050.

But there were a few indications that the premiers are elevating "adaptation" a few steps up their lists of priorities, even if they aren't pushing the panic button yet.

Newfoundland's Danny Williams said they talked about the potential cataclysms that used to be confined to science fiction movies. "We are looking at catastrophic problems in all jurisdictions, especially coastal jurisdictions that could be affected by it."

He said Newfoundland has "really upped our emergency planning in the biggest kind of way." The biggest disaster he worries about is the kind of tidal surge that accompanies hurricanes, which would intensify with climate change and produce "New Orleans-type situations."

Flooding, whether on the East Coast, the Great Lakes or the Fraser River -- which scared B.C. badly last year -- seemed top of mind with him and others.

Premier Gordon Campbell said he would be phoning federal Environment Minister John Baird immediately after the meeting to brief him on the results. One of the pitches he'll likely make is the idea that sharing the cost of adaptation measures -- as the governments did on the rush diking job on the Fraser -- can reduce the federal disaster relief funding that would have to flow later.

The premiers collectively agreed on a couple of other water-related measures.

The East Coast provinces are going to research the impact of sea level changes. The western provinces are going to start a water conservation initiative. It will report on the overall state of the water table. Campbell said treaties that govern water will also come into play. "As demands increase it's important to think beforehand to manage the potential conflicts that come up."

And northern leaders are going to probe the impacts of melting permafrost and the potential opening of the Northwest Passage.

Work has been underway on most of those ideas for years. There are already vast pools of knowledge about Canadian water. But premiers want to elevate the importance of that information and tying it closely to looming global warming is the best way to do that.

No cost figures were mentioned, but Campbell will likely appeal for some help in funding the projects.

For his part, Baird will probably view the outcome of the session as a validation. The federal government has been slammed internationally for inaction on climate change.

The premiers could have come up with a national strategy on their own. But they failed. Alberta's Ed Stelmach made it clear he's not prepared to put the brakes on his economy just to cope with greenhouse-gas emissions.

So they were left with adaptation studies as the only points of unanimous agreement. (The premiers also want studies done on the forests.)

If they couldn't develop a unified front on emissions, then a federally imposed one would likely be a disaster.

What the meeting produced in the way of reassurance for the average taxpayer is hard to judge. People will adapt to climate change and are already doing so. They have no choice.

Whether climate change is at the root of the Interior's forestry problems or not, the shrinking population of mill towns is adaptation.

As the slow-motion emergency develops, people will move away from the water or toward it, depending on circumstances. The best governments can do is plan.

Williams assured people that the premiers are dedicated and taking it seriously. "Canadians should take great comfort that their provinces and their governments are very serious about this."

Just So You Know: Williams also illustrated how much clout Alberta has when the issue of fighting climate change -- as opposed to coping with it -- is on the table. He said the province contributed $12 billion to the national economy last year.

"If that money is not there then it has to be replaced, or something suffers," he said. "We have to strike a very, very delicate balance."

lleyne@tc.canwest.com

© Times Colonist (Victoria) 2008


http://www.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=792c73bb-76e9-4840-bca7-b41d049edcd3




                                                                                                                            Climate-Control Talks to Address Barriers to Green-Technology Profit                                                                                           

By JEFFREY BALL                                                                                                               

The Wall Street Journal

January 30, 2008; Page A15                                                                                                    

After years of debate over who will foot the bill to curb greenhouse-gas emissions, world leaders are now taking up a new matter: Who will profit. Diplomats from some of the world's biggest economies will gather in Hawaii today for a new round of talks aimed at hashing out an international agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol, which sets caps on greenhouse-gas emissions but expires in 2012. The meeting isn't to produce any major breakthrough.                                                                                                                 

But it comes as the U.S. and other industrialized countries are pushing developing nations to scrap tariffs and trade barriers they now impose on -energy technology -- a push backed by Western companies such as General Electric Co., which see sales of those goods in the developing world as a hot business.                                                                                                                     

Deploying existing clean-energy technologies more broadly throughout the developing world is widely seen as important to slowing the growth in emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. But getting developing countries to drop the tariffs won't be easy. China and India have their own fast-growing companies selling clean technologies such as wind turbines and solar panels around the world. Those companies often want to continue to be protected by tariffs.                                                                                                         

Big money is at stake. Globally, exports in the environmental-technology sector, including such machinery as wind turbines, solar panels and biomass boilers, have grown at an average annual rate of 15% since 2000, the U.S. government says.                                                                                                              

The latest sign of U.S. interest in expanding that market came in President Bush's State of the Union speech Monday night. He said the U.S. would invest in a global "clean technology" fund to speed the deployment of new technologies in developing countries such as China and India. The planned investment of $2 billion over three years is meant to boost market confidence in the technology and spur more private-sector investment.                                                                                      

The president's proposal followed Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda's announcement last week that Japan will spend $10 billion over the next five years to help developing countries curb their emissions. Japan wants to boost sales in the developing world of energy-efficiency technologies it cranks out at home.                                                                                                                  

An even clearer bid by industrialized countries for a toehold in developing-world clean-energy markets came in late November, when the U.S. and EU jointly proposed that members of the World Trade Organization remove tariffs and other international trade barriers on a set of technologies identified as particularly important in fighting global warming. The applied tariffs for these goods average about 7% in China and 13% in India, the U.S. government says.                                                                                           

"Lots of companies" in the U.S. think there is significant money to be made if those tariffs are lowered, says James Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality. Many of these technologies are common in the industrialized world. That means profit margins can be relatively low -- and that tariffs can be deal killers, he says.                                                                                         

GE stands to gain from an end to clean-technology tariffs. The company sold $15 billion in what it calls clean technologies last year -- about 9% of GE's total sales -- and sales of these technologies are growing faster than others at GE, says Peter O'Toole, a company spokesman. GE has been giving Bush administration officials "regular updates" about how lowering tariffs in developing countries would help GE's business, he says. "If we could get a little more firepower in our portfolio, that's obviously very good news for GE."                                                                                      

Caterpillar Inc., the heavy-equipment maker, builds power generators that can run on methane. It wanted to sell them to a Chinese company to produce electricity from a mine in China, says Mr. Connaughton. Methane is a greenhouse gas far more potent than carbon dioxide, which is more common. Capturing methane to power a generator amounts to a win: The generator burns the methane and emits less-potent carbon dioxide into the air.                                                                                      

Caterpillar, though, faced a Chinese tariff on the generator sales that was prohibitive," Mr. Connaughton says. The company negotiated down the tariff and, aided by some low-cost financing, the sale went through. Bringing down tariffs to speed up the flow of clean technology to the developing world is "the engine by which you accomplish any meaningful objectives on climate change," he says. A Caterpillar spokesman confirmed the sale of the generators but said he wasn't familiar with the details of any tariff negotiations.   
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Bay project reef to be destroyed
A CORAL reef standing in the way of development of the $2.5 billion (BD945 million) Bahrain Bay is to be ripped out, following a U-turn by Manama Municipal Council yesterday. The decision comes just two days after experts warned at a conference in Bahrain that the region is sitting on an environmental time-bomb, thanks to massive and "reckless" land reclamation.

The fasht, which is located between the King Faisal Corniche and the bay, is blocking work on water channels for the project and developers asked permission to remove it.

The project is a joint venture between Arcapita Bank and a Bahrain-based private investment group.

The council blocked removal of the reef last June to investigate alleged unlicensed land reclamation at the site.

The probe was suspended by Municipalities and Agriculture Affairs Minister Mansoor Bin Rajab two months later, as councillors failed to identify the type of violation or those behind it.

Councillors unanimously voted yesterday in favour of the removal, which they said would ensure a better water flow in the area, already crowded by major developmental projects.

Council services and public utilities committee chairman Hameed Al Basri said that the fasht was small and its removal would not harm the marine environment.

"On the contrary, it will benefit it," he said.

"The council has been backing the bay project as well as other developmental projects and we don't believe that removing this fasht will cause any harm to the environment."

Mr Al Basri said that the council took its decision after studying all aspects of the proposal.

"In the end, when we gave permission for the bay to go ahead, we knew that the sea will be reclaimed and removing a small fasht will not cause any damage to an already reclaimed area," he said.

"Accusations that the bay was responsible for unlicensed reclamation were found to be untrue, but that doesn't mean that illegal reclamation was not taking place."

Councillors identified the former Electricity and Water Ministry, which is now an authority, as being behind the land reclamation near the Bay project to install cables for surrounding developments.

It was given a reclamation licence two years ago, but it is still unclear whether the licence was still valid when reclamation started, councillors heard.

The reclaimed land is 40 metres into the sea.

Council towns and villages development committee chairman Sadiq Rahma said that councillors were giving municipal land for free to the bay, referring to the fasht.

He said the fasht could instead be developed as an investment project to revive the dying King Faisal Corniche.

"The bay project will not be affected and will go ahead, with or without this fasht, which we could have easily invested in by building a restaurant complex," said Mr Rahma. 

"The decision is wrong and I object to it, I don't really care what other councillors think, but giving this fasht away is unnecessary." He said that the council should have investigated the illegal land reclamation in the area and punish those behind it.

"Instead of probing illegal reclamation, we ended up giving more permits to developers to go on with further reclamation, in a place which used to be a public coast," said Mr Rahma.

"It seems nothing of it will remain in future for the people.

The decision comes in the wake of a dire warning over the potentially disastrous effects of land reclamation in Bahrain and the Gulf.

"At the rate sea is being invaded, it is only a matter of time before nature hits back at us," said Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment (Ropme) executive secretary Dr Abdul Rahman Al Awadhi.

"All this is not only reducing the amount of sea that we have, it is also leading to severe and disastrous effects on the environment, for which our future generations will never forgive us."

He was speaking on the sidelines of the opening of the sixth regional steering committee meeting on implementation of Marpol (the name given to the standards and requirements adopted by the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, governing the discharge of oil and other hazardous substances, sewage and garbage).

The Bahrain Bay project will include commercial, residential and retail properties, set along the Manama waterfront, with the country's first Four Seasons Hotel as the centrepiece.

The development will feature outdoor cafes, shops, restaurants and residential properties from high-rise buildings, condominiums, villas and hotel-serviced apartments.

Around 25,000 people are expected to occupy the finished project, which is being developed in an area of around two million cubic square metres and is set for completion in 2011.

The development will also house the global headquarters for Arcapita.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=207333&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30317
Lebanon

Severe winter weather paralyzes parts of country
SIDON/ CHOUF: A string of violent storms hit Lebanon on Tuesday, inflicting heavy damage on the agricultural sector and leaving roads across the country flooded with water. Heavy storms on Tuesday also plunged much of the country into darkness, as power plants across the country stopped production as a result of high winds and heavy rains. 

The Internal Security Forces (ISF) Directorate General urged the Lebanese people on Tuesday to avoid mountainous roads, "where snow has accumulated and heavy fog prevents good visibility." 

The ISF also issued a statement urging its units to offer villages isolated by snow the assistance they need and to provide those who were stuck on roads with shelter. 

The cold fronts prevailing over the Mediterranean basin will only start to recede on Thursday, according to a forecast issued on Tuesday by the Civil Aviation Department at Rafik Hariri International Airport. 

Until then, southwesterly winds will blow at a speeds varying from 50 to 70 kilometers per hour and may reach 90 kilometers per hour, with poor visibility in the highlands. 

Snow is to fall on Wednesday at altitude of 600 meters, according to the forecast. 

Temperatures will vary between 3 and 15 degrees Celsius along the coast, between -1 and 5 Celsius in the mountains, and between -2 and 10 degrees in the Bekaa Valley. 

Heavy downpours and hailstorms in Beirut caused several roads to flood and a number of advertising billboards to fall. Several Beirut regions also suffered even worse power cuts than usual.

In South Lebanon, heavy rains turned streets into fast-flowing rivers and large sections of cultivated land into swamps. Fruit trees and greenhouses in Tyre, Bint Jbeil and Nabatiyeh were heavily damaged. Private schools in Bint Jbeil were closed due to bad weather conditions. 

In Sidon, fishing activity was totally paralyzed in the city's port and high waves reached the area's notorious dump, sending waste into the sea. Part of a fuel tank being set up at the Jiyyeh power plant also collapsed during the severe storms. 

Also in the South, a wall collapsed in the Nabatieh region of Wadi Fakhr Eddine, leaving three people wounded. 

In the Chouf area, snow fell at an altitude of 850 meters, cutting off roads and damaging agricultural lands. Bitterly cold weather and varying forms of precipitation left schools closed and confined many Chouf residents to their homes for the day. In the Higher Chouf, several roads were blocked by snow, including those in Barouk, Maaser and Ain Zhalta. 

At least three people have died in the cold wave that has swept Lebanon for the last two weeks. Environmental expert Wilson Rizk told The Daily Star that the cold wave had resulted from two factors: global warming and air pollution. 

"When carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases are trapped in the atmosphere, this will lead to boosting global warming and contributing to climate change," Rizk said. "Therefore, the summer season witnesses high temperatures and drought, while low temperatures and storms prevail in winter."

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=88516
___________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Helen Clark: My plan for a sustainable future (New Zealand Herald)


Climate change debate coins new jargon (Reuters)


The Ganges River Dolphin and Legal Protections (Associated Content)


Water, climate change and sustainable development (European parliament)


Carbon finance, emissions trading & offsets (Carbon Positive News)


Renewable energy a priority in climate change fight, Caribbean environment chiefs say (Dominican Today)


Group tackles Kuwait's environmental issues (Kuwait Times)


African endeavor (Ynet News)


Tanzania: Mining Poses Health, Environmental Threat - UN Expert (All Africa News)


Piden a ministros declarar energía renovable como alta prioridad (Diario DigitalRD.Com)


PNUMA auspicia una reunión medioambiental latinoamericana  (Elmercuriodigital.es)     














UNEP or UN in the News


Consultant News: Capgemini supports the United Nations "Caring for Climate" initiative �














General Environment News


MSNBC: ‘Collapse’ of central Calif. salmon runs feared


Reuters: Bush's budget may change ethanol import tariff


Reuters: U.S. to seek more donors to clean technology fund


Reuters: Canadian provinces eye carbon-trading plan


Reuters: Bush's much maligned climate talks may yet help global warming treaty 


GreenBiz: The State of Green Business in 2008: Are We Swimming, Treading or Sinking?


ENN: Canadian provinces eye carbon-trading plan


ENN: California asks EPA to regulate machine emissions


The Globe and Mail: Southern Ontario under wind, flash freeze warnings


The Christian Science Monitor: Bush's much-maligned climate talks could yet help global-warming treaty


Canada.com: Premiers look ahead to climate disasters


The Wall Street Journal: Climate-Control Talks to Address Barriers to Green-Technology Profit
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