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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
The Local: German campaigners castigate G8 climate deal

Published: 9 Jul 08 17:05 CET
Online: http://www.thelocal.de/12977/
Climate change campaigners and opposition politicians in Germany have panned G8 leaders‘ plan to halve global carbon emissions by 2050, arguing that a much tighter timetable is needed to tackle global warming.

· Merkel asks China to push for success in Tibet talks (9 Jul 08)
· Merkel calls G8 climate deal a major step forward (8 Jul 08)
· Obama team mulling speech at Brandenburg Gate (6 Jul 08)
Achim Steiner, head of the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) said the world couldn’t afford to wait until the year 2050 to tackle the pressing problem of climate change.

"The Arctic is melting away as we speak," Steiner told German radio channel, MDR Info, adding there were increasing signs that climate change was progressing much more rapidly than previously thought.

German environmental group, NABU, also urged setting more ambitious goals to slash greenhouse gas emissions. "The biggest polluters of the world wallowed in nuclear energy fever rather than agreeing on measures needed to fight climate change," NABU President Olaf Tschimpke said.

Politicians from Germany's environmentalist Green Party and the pro-business Free Democrats (FDP) spoke of "pathetic results" at the summit and said the 2050 target is worthless without a tighter timetable to tackle the problem.

Leaders of the world’s eight richest countries who ended a three-day annual summit in Japan on Wednesday agreed on a "shared vision" to halve global CO2 emissions by 2050, an advance on the wording of last year’s G8 summit document, which promised only to "seriously consider" the move. However, G8 leaders are widely believed to have sidestepped several crucial but contentious issues, including the base year for pledges to slash greenhouse gases and specific midterm targets for cuts.

G8 leaders‘ stance on other issues, including spiraling oil and global food prices and aid to Africa, came in for much criticism too. The G8 summit in Japan set a five-year deadline for the major industrial powers to provide $60 billion in aid promised a year ago in Germany to fight disease in Africa. The nations renewed a commitment made three years ago to double aid for Africa to 25 billion dollars by 2010.

G8 leaders also called on nations with sufficient food stocks to release some of their reserves to help others cope with soaring prices and said it was "imperative" to remove export restrictions. 

But the promises to fight the food crisis and promote Africa’s development were "much too vague, cowardly and too short-term," said Ulrich Post from aid group Welthungerhilfe. He added that industrialized countries needed to cut subsidies to their own farmers and end biofuel imports from developing countries. Green politicians Jürgen Trittin and Bärbel Höhn also urged the EU and the US to overhaul their agricultural policies in order to battle global hunger.

Michael Sommer, head of the German Trade Union Association (DGB) described the results of the G8’s Japan summit as a "declaration of bankruptcy" towards the social problems of globalization.


DPA/The Local (news@thelocal.de/+49 30 20253575)
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Wavah Broadcasting Company: UNEP not happy with G8 over climatic change
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has expressed dissatisfaction with the failure by the Group of Eight (G-8) leaders to make substantial commitments on climate change.

In a statement to journalists, UNEP Executive Director-General Achim Steiner that G-8 leaders missed an opportunity to provide the kind of signal that would accelerate the international process of negotiations to respond appropriately to climatic change.

Steiner noted that the G-8 countries’ agreement to reduce carbon emissions by at least 50 per cent by 2050 was a positive outcome of the Summit, but said that it did not go far enough.

He says that with less than seven years to stabilize emissions globally, the G8 fell short by not announcing specific short- and medium-term targets and commitments on cutting emission.

Steiner says that the seriousness of the climatic change issues demand that specific targets be put on table instead of “just empty rhetoric”.

He says industrialized countries must give developing nations the clear conviction that industrialized nations are taking their responsibilities to cut emissions seriously.

The emissions of green house gases mostly from industrialized countries like the US, China and Japan among others are blamed for the destruction of the ozone layer that ahs led to climatic change in ways that are negatively affecting different countries of the world.

Steiner applauded countries like Germany, Norway and the United Kingdom, as well as South Africa and Indonesia for committing to targets.

UN member states will meet in Copenhagen next year to agree on a new global climate change treaty under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), once the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012.
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BBC: 'Alarming' plight of coral reefs

By Richard Black

Environment correspondent, BBC News website

Bleached coral

Warming waters, a consequence of climate change, can devastate coral

A third of the world's reef-building coral species are facing extinction.

That is the stark conclusion from the first global study to assess the extinction risks of corals.

Writing in the journal Science, researchers say climate change, coastal development, overfishing, and pollution are the major threats.

The economic value of the world's reefs has been estimated at over $30bn (£15bn) per year, through tourism, fisheries and coastal protection.

"The picture is frightening," said Alex Rogers from the Zoological Society of London, one of 39 scientists involved in the assessment.

Could you imagine if a single event wiped out 16% of the Amazon forest, or 16% of ecosystems in the UK?

Alex Rogers, ZSL

"It's not just the fact that something like a third of all reef-forming corals are threatened, but that we could be facing the loss of large areas of these ecosystems within 50 to 100 years.

"The implications of that are absolutely staggering - not only for biodiversity, but also for economics."

The analysis shows that reef-building corals are more threatened than any group of land-dwelling animals except amphibians.

'Incredible' destruction

The most dramatic decline in recent years was caused by the 1997/8 El Nino event, which caused waters to warm across large swathes of the tropics.

CORAL - KEY FINDINGS

Known species of reef-building coral: 845

Enough data to assess 704

Critically endangered: 5

Endangered: 25

Vulnerable: 201

Near threatened: 176

Least concern: 297

The Red List definitions

When water temperatures rise, coral polyps - tiny animals that build the reefs - expel the algae that usually live with them in a symbiotic relationship.

The corals lose their colour, with reefs taking on a bleached appearance, and begin to die off because the algae are not there to provide nutrients.

The new analysis shows that before 1998, only 13 of the 704 coral species assessed would have been classified as threatened. Now, the number is 231.

"It was a devastating event in terms of the destruction of corals, with 16% of reefs irreversibly destroyed - an incredible amount," said Kent Carpenter from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, in the US.

"The big problem is that if these bleaching events become more frequent as temperatures rise, as we suspect will happen, then we will see whole tracts of coral wiped out."
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People & Planet: Philippines coral reefs 'slowly dying'

Posted: 10 Jul 2008

Nearly all of the ecologically-fragile coral reefs in the Philippines are under severe threat from economic development and climate change, according to an update circulated by the Southeast Asian Centre of Excellence (SEA CoE). Henrylito Tacio reports from the 11th International Coral Reef Symposium, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
The Philippines is part of the so-called "coral triangle," which spans eastern Indonesia, parts of Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste and the Solomon Islands. It covers an area that is equivalent to half of the entire United States.

Although there are 1,000 marine protected areas (MPAs) within the country, only 20 per cent are functioning, the update said. MPAs are carefully selected areas where human development and exploitation of natural resources are regulated to protect species and habitats.

In the Philippines, coral reefs are important economic assets, contributing more than US$1 billion annually to the economy.

"Many local, coastal communities do not understand or know what a coral reef actually is, how its ecosystem interacts with them, and why it is so important for their villages to preserve and conserve it," SEA CoE said in a statement.

Unknowingly, coral reefs – touted to be the tropical rainforest of the sea – attract a diverse array of organisms in the ocean. They provide a source of food and shelter for a large variety of species including fish, shellfish, fungi, sponges, sea anemones, sea urchins, turtles and snails. 

A single reef can support as many as 3,000 species of marine life. As fishing grounds, they are thought to be 10 to 100 times as productive per unit area as the open sea. In the Philippines, an estimated 10-15 per cent of the total fisheries come from coral reefs. 

Unfortunately, these beautiful coral reefs are now at serious risk from degradation. According to scientists, 70 per cent of the world's coral reefs may be lost by 2050. In the Philippines, coral reefs have been slowly dying over the past 30 years. 

The World Atlas of Coral Reefs, compiled by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), reported that 97 per cent of reefs in the Philippines are under threat from destructive fishing techniques, including cyanide poisoning, over-fishing, or from deforestation and urbanization that result in harmful sediment spilling into the sea.

Last year, Reef Check, an international organization assessing the health of reefs in 82 countries, stated that only five per cent of the country's coral reefs are in "excellent condition." These are the Tubbataha Reef Marine Park in Palawan, Apo Island in Negros Oriental, Apo Reef in Puerto Galera, Mindoro, and Verde Island Passage off Batangas.

About 80-90 per cent of the incomes of small island communities come from fisheries. "Coral reef fish yields range from 20 to 25 metric tons per square kilometre per year for healthy reefs," said Angel C. Alcala, former environment secretary.

Alcala is known for his work in Apo Island, one of the world-renowned community-run fish sanctuaries in the country. It even earned him the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Award.

Rapid population growth and the increasing human pressure on coastal resources have also resulted in the massive degradation of the coral reefs. Robert Ginsburg, a specialist on coral reefs working with the Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science at the University of Miami, said human beings have a lot to do with the rapid destruction of reefs. "In areas where people are using the reefs or where there is a large population, there are significant declines in coral reefs," he pointed out. 

Estimates show that if the present rapid population growth and declining trend in fish production continue, only 10 kilogrammes of fish will be available per Filipino per year by 2010, as opposed to 28.5 kilogrammes per year in 2003. 
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Moscow News: Putin Orders Sochi Olympic Facilities Moved

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin ordered the sites of several Olympic facilities in the South Russian city of Sochi moved after repeated protests from Russian and international environmental groups. The Prime Minister also said that funds  allocated for environmental protection should be increased.

The conflict between the Russian Olympics Committee and environmentalists surfaced after it became public that the master plan of the Sochi Olympic facilities included a bobsled track, a railway station, a hotel and a housing complex that were planned to be built on the Grushevy Ridge, a buffer zone of the Caucasus Bioshere Reserve - a fragile environmental complex that could have suffered irreparable damage in the event of the plans being realized.

LATEST NEWS

Russian ex-PM's opposition party to hold two-day congress

09:52 11/07/2008 |The Russian Peoples Democratic Union, an opposition party led by former-premier Mikhail Kasyanov, will hold its fourth party congress in the Moscow Region on Friday.

Russia says unilateral steps in Black Sea fleet row unacceptable

22:00 10/07/2008 |Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin said Thursday that Moscow would not accept unilateral overhaul of the existing Russian-Ukrainian agreements on Russia's Black Sea fleet.

Georgia recalls its ambassador from Russia

21:56 10/07/2008 |Georgia has recalled its ambassador from Russia in connection with recent developments in its breakaway republics of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, the Georgian foreign minister said Thursday.

Russia to rotate peacekeepers in Transdnestr by July 24

20:23 10/07/2008 |A rotation of Russian peacekeepers in the conflict zone of Moldova's breakaway republic of Transdnestr will be conducted between July 17 and 24, the peacekeepers' commander said on Thursday.

more news

"I consider it necessary to move these facilities to another place to be negotiated with the International Olympic Committee," Vladimir Putin said at the conference dedicated to the observation of ecology norms in preparation for the 2014 Olympics.

The Prime Minister's words put an end to the conflict despite the fact that earlier the authorities stood rather firm to defend the original plans for the facilities.

Head of the Environmental Mi­nistry Yuri Trutnev spoke before the residents of Sochi recently and dismissed the possibilities that the government would back down. "Are we seriously suggesting that the bobsled track on which someone would ride bobsleds and sleds for 10 or 15 days would affect a place... that is 7 million hectares large? I think there can be no real effect," the minister said.

Russian ecological groups suggested 16 alternative variants that would allow the natural preserves to remain intact. UNESCO also said in a special statement in early July that Russia should pay more attention to environmental protection while getting ready for the Sochi Olympics. The question was also raised at a UNESCO session in Canada on July 2, and the international organization indicated that the North Caucasus Preserve could be listed as an endangered site.

As a result, the Russian government approved the new project, according to which the Olympic sites will be moved to a new place. The new plan apparently requires more funding, and vice premier Aleksander Zhukov said that more money would be allocated for environmental protection, although he did not name any exact figures. However, according to the RIA-Novosti news agency, the combined budget of the preparation for the 2014 Olympics was increased from 17 to 39 billion rubles in one year.

The international community welcomed the Russian government's move. "The decision to move the Sochi Olympic venues away from the Cau­casus reserve is a significant step forward on the road to green the Games in 2014," Achim Steiner, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program, said in a statement published on the UN website. The official also said the decision indicated the Russian government's "strong commitment to environmental sustainability" for the Olympics. 

By Kirill Bessonov
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E.A. Standard: State appeals for Sh16b to clean rivers

Updated 1 day, 11 hours, 15 minutes ago
By Wandera Ojanji
The Government is appealing to bilateral donors and development partners to help raise Sh16 billion (US$ 246m) for an ambitious programme to rehabilitate Nairobi rivers.

The Minister for Environment and Mineral Resources John Michuki, said the Government could only secure 30 per cent of the required funds. 

"The Government may not be able to leverage this amount on its own without disrupting other equally urgent programmes. I am inviting our development partners to help us make this programme a success," said Michuki. 

He made the appeal at a meeting with ambassadors and other development partners on the United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep)-Kenya Country Programme at Unep headquarters in Nairobi.

Many donors expressed willingness to support the cleaning up and restoration of the three Nairobi rivers — Ngong, Nairobi, and Mathare — as well as Nairobi Dam. 

Unep Executive Director Achim Steiner said Unep, one of the organisations spearheading the initiative, would provide Sh65 million to kick-start the project.

pledged funds

German Ambassador to Kenya Walter Lindner promised to find funds to support the programme.

Italian Ambassador Pierandrea Magistrati noted that the programme could also be funded through the 45 million Euros bilateral agreement on debt cancellation between Kenya and Italy.

Expressing his willingness to support the programme, the Japanese Ambassador Shigeo Iwatani asked the Government to identify specific components the Japanese government could fund. 
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The Nation (Nairobi): Kenya: Sh16 Billion Needed to Clean Nairobi River

10 July 2008

Alphonce Shiundu

The rehabilitation of the Nairobi river basin requires an estimated Sh16 billion, a high-level consultative meeting with development partners was told on Wednesday.

Environment and Mineral Resources minister John Michuki said the amount will be spread over three years in which a comprehensive clean-up exercise of the river will be undertaken.

The forum, hosted jointly by Unep and the Government, aims to bring donors into the fold. Representatives from major development partners in Kenya, including Italy, Japan, Germany and Norway, among others.

Mr Michuki said that the Government will foot at least 30 per cent of the bill. "With proper costing, the amount will come down substantially. I am inviting our development partners to come forward and help us," he said.

Unep pledged an immediate Sh65 million to the ministry for technical assistance.

Its executive director Dr Achim Steiner asked the Government to ensure that all those people who will be affected in the rehabilitation exercise are compensated or resettled elsewhere. He also asked the World Bank and the European Union to join the initiative.

Mr Michuki said that if the problem facing the river basin wasn't addressed now, the Vision 2030 and the much awaited MDGs, whose deadline is 2015, would not be achieved.

Issues of the programme sustenance were also addressed, with the minister ordering the City Council to come up with a practical plan on how the project will be sustained.

Last Tuesday, the National Environment Management Authority warned that up to 127,000 people would be affected, but the figures could be higher based on the density of households in the informal settlements.

The relocation is necessitated by the need to have a 30-metre clearance on both sides of the river, a space, which Mr Michuki says, will make the rivers attract business.

The Nairobi River basin has three rivers: Nairobi, Mathare and Ngong.
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Berliner Kurier: : G-8-Treffen in Japan Der Gipfel der Lügen Klima-Ziele einfach schöngerechnet

10. Juli 2008

Toyako - Die größte Polit-Show der Welt ist vorbei. Die Staatschefs der G8 haben ihr Lächeln eingepackt, sind wieder zu Hause. Große Worte hallen nach, hinter denen sich dürre Inhalte verstecken. Die Bilanz sieht mager aus. Und das bisschen ist auch noch geschönt - mit Taschenspielertricks und Rechenkünsten. Auf Hokkaido (Japan) erlebten wir den Gipfel der Lügen.  

Beim Klimaschutz tritt die Lüge besonders deutlich zutage. "Halbierung der CO2-Emissionen bis 2050 um mindestens 50 Prozent" - so steht's als Verpflichtung in der Abschlusserklärung. Doch: Es wird gar kein Bezugsjahr genannt. Im Kyoto-Protokoll steht noch 1990. Nun ist das Jahr 2005 im Visier. Verschiebt sich aber das Datum um 15 Jahre nach hinten, macht die 50-prozentige Einsparung in Wahrheit nur noch 30 Prozent aus, hat Greenpeace ausgerechnet. Und: Die westlichen Industrienationen müssten in Vorleistung gehen, um Schwellenländer wie China, Indien, Brasilien mitzuziehen. Was die vom Westen erwarten, haben sie bereits deutlich gemacht: Sie verlangen eine CO2-Verringerung von 95 Prozent - bezogen auf 1990! 

Da ist jede Menge Raum für ein Scheitern. Für Klimaforscher Mojib Latif sind die Ziele ohnehin "sehr blumig, sehr schwammig formuliert". So sei gar nicht festgelegt, auf welche Weise die einzelnen G-8-Staaten wie viel zur Reduzierung beitragen sollen. Auch der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms Achim Steiner vermisst Zahlen, fragt: "Was machen wir bis 2020?" 

Blamage auch bei der Nahrungsmittelkrise, wo die G 8 erst sehr spät erwacht sind. Sie äußern ihre "tiefe Sorge". Die zur Linderung genannten zehn Milliarden Dollar sind zum Großteil keine neuen Gelder, sondern die seit Januar versprochenen Hilfen. Auch in den von Kanzlerin Merkel beigesteuerten 600 Millionen Euro stecken zugesagte, nun umgestapelte Entwicklungshilfegelder. 

Das Kinderhilfswerk World Vision Deutschland ist bitter enttäuscht. Die 2007 in Heiligendamm in Aussicht gestellten 60 Milliarden Dollar zur Aids-Bekämpfung müssen nun auch zur Behandlung der Armutskrankheiten Tuberkulose und Malaria herhalten. Marwin Meier vom Hilfswerk: "Die Verhandlungspartner beherrschen perfekt, klare Versprechen jedes Jahr weiter aufzuweichen." 

Hermann Ott vom Wuppertal-Institut fasst den Gipfel in drei Worten zusammen: "Ein absolutes Trauerspiel!" 

BU: Protestaktion: Mitglieder von Oxfam haben sich als G-8-Staatslenker 

verkleidet - in Urlaubskluft und Sommerfrischestimmung. Foto: AP

UPDATE: 10. Juli 2008
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Limburgs Dagblad: : G8 en klimaat: louter loze kreten

July 10, 2008 Thursday  

ACHTERGROND Geen mondiale afspraken voor middellange termijn
Greenpeace en de hoogste baas van het VN-milieuprogramma zijn ontevreden over de G8-top in Toyako.

Dr. Achim Steiner (46), de hoogste baas bij het VN-milieuprogramma UNEP, wordt gezien als deskundige inzake klimaatverandering. 

Hij vindt dat de uitkomst van het overleg van de G8 in Japan vooral bestaat uit 'loze kreten'.

Klimaatverandering was een belangrijk thema in Toyako. Vorig jaar, in de Noord-Duitse badplaats Heiligendamm, noemde de G8 de klimaatverandering 'één van de grootste uitdagingen voor de mensheid'.

De G8 stelde dat er snel een mondiale doelstelling moest komen voor het beperken van de uitstoot van broeikasgassen zoals kooldioxide, die zoals wordt aangenomen de aarde doen opwarmen.

Daarbij werd minimaal een halvering van die luchtvervuiling in 2050 'serieus overwogen'. Nu, een jaar later, heet diezelfde doelstelling 'een visie'. De Japanse gastheer van de G8, premier Yasuo Fukuda, zei dat talloze, moeilijke discussies ertoe hebben geleid dat het 'serieus overwegen' van Heiligendamm nu is omgezet in een akkoord.  Wij proberen, als mondiale doelstelling, minimaal een reductie van broeikasgassen met 50 procent in 2050 toe te passen." Fukuda erkent dat zulks alleen lukt als alle sterke economieën in de wereld daaraan meewerken.

Maar gezamenlijke doelstellingen voor de midellange termijn hebben de G8-landen niet afgesproken.

Bovendien slaagden ze er niet in overeenstemming te bereiken met opkomende economieën over het terugbrengen van hun uitstoot aan broeikasgassen. Zelfs niet na een aparte bijeenkomst met vertegenwoordigers van China, India, Zuid-Afrika, Brazilië en Mexico.

Landen die dankzij hun snelle economische ontwikkeling al in belangrijke mate bijdragen aan de uitstoot van broeikasgassen.

UNEP-topman Steiner hoopte op een veel sterkere boodschap en concretere afspraken van de G8, de landen die samen zorgen voor tweederde van de CO2-uitstoot in de wereld en in zijn ogen  daarom hun verantwoordelijkheid dienen te nemen". Hij verwijst naar de VN-klimaatconferentie die in december 2009 in Kopenhagen plaatsvindt.

Daar moeten vertegenwoordigers van meer dan 190 landen afspraken maken over een nieuw verdrag inzake het terugdringen van CO2-emissies, de opvolger van het Kyoto-verdrag uit 1997.  Dat is over minder van 500 dagen.We hebben nog maar heel weinig tijd."

De Amerikaanse president George Bush, die vindt dat er in Toyako wel 'belangrijke vooruitgang' is geboekt, zal dan zijn opgevolgd door Barak Obama of de John McCain.

Ook Greenpeace is zeer teleurgesteld.  De G8 heeft de wereld weer eens in de steek gelaten", meent een woordvoerder.  Terwijl de polen smelten stelt de G8 maatregelen uit. In plaats van klimaatbescherming krijgt de wereld bloemrijk taalgebruik. Als dit een stap voorwaarts moet zijn, zijn wij nooit in staat om een klimaatcatastrofe op tijd te voorkomen."

De milieuorganisatie ziet één positief puntje: het was de laatste top van George W. Bush,  de oliebaron uit Texas die er voortdurend in is geslaagd om acties die de wereld kunnen redden te voorkomen".

LOAD-DATE: July 10, 2008
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Other Environment News
AFP: A third of reef-building corals threatened with extinction: scientists 

Thu Jul 10, 2:07 PM ET 

GENEVA (AFP) - A third of reef-building corals worldwide are threatened with extinction due to climate change and water pollution, according to the first global assessment on the marine creature by 39 scientists. 

Destructive fishing and the degradation of coastal habitats also posed threats, said the study published Thursday involving the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Conservation International.

"The results of this study are very disconcerting," said Kent Carpenter, lead author of the study which examined 845 coral reef species.

"When corals die off, so do the other plants and animals that depend on coral reefs for food and shelter, and this can lead to the collapse of entire ecosystems," he added.

Roger McManus from Conservation International said that reef-building corals in particular were "most vulnerable to the effects of climate change".

Sea temperature rises bleach and weaken the algae that give the underwater sea life its vibrant colour, and make it more susceptible to diseases.

As they are home to over 25 percent of marine species -- including fish stocks -- loss of reefs could also impact coastal fishing communities.

"The loss of the corals will have profound implications for millions of people who depend on coral reefs for their livelihoods," said McManus.

According to the study, the Caribbean region has the highest number of highly threatened corals.

Due to huge human populations in the region, the Indo-Malay-Philippine archipelago also has the highest proportions of vulnerable and almost threatened species in the Indo-Pacific.

"We either reduce our CO2 emission now or many corals will be lost forever," warned Julia Marton-Lefevre, IUCN Director General.
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Guardian:One third of reef-building corals face extinction, study shows

· Tim Radford in Fort Lauderdale 

· guardian.co.uk, 

· Thursday July 10, 2008

Coral reefs are a vital part of the ocean ecosystem. Photograph: Sterling Zumbrunn/CI

Almost one third of all the coral species that build reefs could be heading for extinction, according to a new comprehensive study published today, which showed that the double assault of climate change and human exploitation could wipe out 231 species of the atoll-building polyps. 

Coral reefs are a vital part of the ocean ecosystem, providing a habitat for more than a quarter of all marine species, and generating an income for an estimated 200 million people. 

Drs Kent Carpenter and Suzanne Livingstone, of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), report in the journal Science that they and 37 other scientists from 14 nations have just completed their detailed study of the conservation status of the creatures that grow imperceptibly, stay below the waterline and leave their skeletons as stone monuments.

In total, there could be 1,400 species of hard coral, and more than 840 that form the living structures that endure as reefs. Carpenter - based at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia - and his colleagues decided that they knew too little about 141 of these to form a judgment. But of the remaining 704, they found that 231 could be classified as critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable enough to be placed on the IUCN's "red list" of threatened species.

Before the heat waves that "bleached" or killed corals in the tropical oceans in 1998, only 13 species would have been included in the threatened or vulnerable categories, they report.

"The results of this study are very disconcerting," Carpenter told the International Coral Reef Symposium in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. "When corals die off, so do the other plants and animals that depend on coral reefs for food and shelter, and this can lead to the collapse of entire ecosystems."

Among the threatened species are some of the most attractive and iconic animals, the acroporid or staghorn corals. These creatures prefer shallow waters, and grow relatively quickly, branching to provide a submarine forest canopy that shelters smaller sea creatures. But because their habitat is shallow, they are particularly vulnerable to lethal episodes of ocean warming, which affect surface layers first.

They are also vulnerable to infectious disease and predation by the crown of thorns starfish, and because they are brittle, the branching "antlers" are easily broken by human interference. 

Coral reefs provide a refuge for a major proportion of marine life. "All you have to do is go into a reef in the Pacific to get a good sense of that," Carpenter said. "There can be hundreds of fish around one coral clump the size of a table. They rely on the branches to hide in when a predator approaches, which makes them virtually impossible to feed on." 

Reefs also provide livelihood and protection for humans. They are a buffer that absorbs the pounding of the ocean and prevent coastal erosion, shelter rich fisheries and offer incomes from tourism. Their loss would be catastrophic for hundreds of millions of people.

Shallow water corals live in a symbiotic relationship with algae, but this relationship tends to break down when the seas become too warm. Coral reefs could bounce back from such occasional "bleaching" events, but the combined onslaught of global warming, the increasing acidity of the oceans, pollution and human exploitation could finally overwhelm the most vulnerable species. The result could be compared with the catastrophe 65m years ago that wiped out the dinosaurs.

"Everybody knows about the cretaceous-tertiary boundary when all the dinosaurs went extinct," said Carpenter. "But what people don't know is that 40% of all the corals went extinct at the same time, and an even higher percentage of those were the reef-building ones. These conditions that existed in geological times could be mimicked by what is happening on Earth today."
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Red Orbit: EDITORIAL: Administration Sends a Mixed Message About Climate Change

Posted on: Thursday, 10 July 2008, 03:00 CDT

By La Crosse Tribune, Wis. 

Jul. 10--At the G-8 conference in Tokayo, Japan, on Wednesday, President Bush praised the "significant progress" that has been made on global warming. 

Unfortunately, whatever progress has been made would have been enhanced if the United States were fully engaged on the issue. Alone among industrialized democracies, the United States has not ratified the Kyoto treaty on climate change. 

Now, the president is talking about climate change issues as if he is not a latecomer to the process. 

G-8 leaders vowed to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 50 percent by 2050, an amount that environmental groups said didn't go far enough. 

Leaders from the eight developed nations that belong to the G-8 -- the United States, Britain, Germany, France, Italy, Canada, Japan and Russia -- met with representatives of eight countries with developing economies, including China and India, to discuss ways to reduce emissions. 

All 16 nations are responsible for 80 percent of the carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases put into the atmosphere. 

There will be differences, but developed nations need to lead the way and provide the example -- and perhaps some incentives -- for the developing nations to follow suit. 

Bush has come a long way since his first term, when he spent most of his time on the issue denying the validity of the science behind it. But while Bush is paying lip service to the environment, there is evidence that Vice President Dick Cheney continues to obstruct. 

In a letter to Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., a former Environmental Protection Agency staff member accused Cheney of being responsible for deleting parts of congressional testimony by the head of the Centers for Disease Control, on the health effects of climate change. 

That testimony was last October. At the time, the administration said it had concerns about the science the CDC was using to arrive at its conclusions. 

Sigh. While the Bush administration talks as if it is interested in combatting global warming, its actions on the testimony suggest otherwise. On climate change issues, we're taking one step forward, and a few steps back. 
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Guardian (UK):The G8 is becoming increasingly irrelevant

The sooner other global players, such as China and India, are given more than walk-on roles, the better for all

· Jonathan Fenby 

· guardian.co.uk, 

· Friday July 11, 2008

Forget about the faux pas of the multi-course summit meals and the carbon footprint left by the plane flow across the Atlantic to ferry Gordon Brown to Japan. The real trouble with the G8 this week was that a meeting which claims to lay out grand plans for the world is becoming more and more irrelevant. 

The cosy chats launched by Valéry Giscard d'Estaing in 1975 between the leaders of the US, Japan, Germany, France and Britain, and since expanded to include Russia, Canada and Italy, are a mirror of a world that was, not the world of the early 21st century. If they are meant to reflect economic importance, why is China not present? Where is the other billion-person nation with high growth, India? At a time when everybody is concerned with the soaring price of energy and raw materials, where are the oil producers and the African nations that house so much of the world's mineral resources? If biofuels are more than a subsidy pit for US farmers, where is Brazil? 

In a gesture that could easily be seen as condescending, China, India, Brazil, South Africa and Mexico were invited in to meet the big eight on the last day of the meeting. Then, in a further piece of summit choreography, seats were found for Australia, South Korea and Indonesia at what is termed a "major economies meeting". But the core of the conference remained solidly with the Europeans, North Americans and Japan.

What did they produce? A laundry list of good global political intentions with little indication of how implementation might be made more effective than in the past, a declaration of intention to adopt a goal of achieving a 50% reduction in global emissions by 2050, an expression of "strong concern" about commodity prices, plus agreement that the resilience of the world financial system should be strengthened and that the balance between supply and demand of oil should be improved. 

All very laudable blue sky thinking, no doubt; but how are such goals to be met when key players are not involved? For instance, China, the major source of greenhouse gas emissions, promptly turned down the climate change timetable. Talking about commodity prices is a hollow exercise in the absence of most supplier nations and the major industrialising states that are major influences on prices. Without the big producer countries present, it was hardly surprising if the best the G8 could offer on the oil front was a hope for "efforts and dialogue by both producing and consuming countries to improve transparency". 

More is involved than the simple matter of who gets to tuck in to the summit food and wine. Summits like that in Japan only serve a purpose if the participants can move above the level of national interests. Rhetoric aside, that is not the case with the G8. Can they deliver? Do they really want to? 

George Bush may have agreed to a long-range climate change target, but will Congress be ready to back his successor in that respect? The summit backs globalisation, but President Sarkozy has been beating an increasingly nationalistic drum at home. Are the EU and Japan ready for a deal to open up world agricultural markets to improve food supply? Will nations suddenly turn all altruistic when it comes to parcelling out the 50% emissions cut and deciding which year to use as a baseline? How can one talk of the world financial system without considering the international impact of interest rate reductions by the Federal Reserve? Inflation, food demand, cross-border acquisitions, immigration – all are global phenomena that cannot be considered meaningfully without non-G8 participation. 

There is nothing wrong with the leaders of eight countries meeting once a year to mull over mutual concerns. But the absence of countries whose global impact has mushroomed since 1975 means that the discussions and conclusions are bound to be one dimensional. The growing complexity and inter-connectedness of the world – but also its fractured nature – call for a forum that reflects that reality in an institutional framework that carries real weight. The G8 is one actor on the global stage, but only one. The sooner the other players are given more than walk-on roles, the better for all.
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Financial Times: Biggest polluters back deep cuts to emissions

By Krishna Guha and Reuters in Toyako 

Published: July 9 2008 04:16 | Last updated: July 9 2008 04:16

The world’s biggest polluters agreed on Wednesday on the need for ”deep cuts” in greenhouse gas emissions, but differences between developed and emerging economies kept them from setting specific targets. 

Climate change has been the most contentious topic at this year’s Group of Eight summit in Japan, which the heads of big emerging economies such as China, India and Brazil were invited to join on the third and final day. 

The statement by leaders of 16 countries, including top emitters China and the United States, came a day after the G8 rich nations endorsed a target of halving global emissions by 2050 while stressing they could not achieve that goal alone. 

Tuesday’s G8 statement papered over deep gaps, with the United States opposed to committing to firm targets without assurances big emerging economies will act too. 

Developing countries, along with the European Union and green groups, say rich countries must take the lead and specify interim targets for how to reach the mid-century goal, which scientists say is the minimum needed to prevent dangerous global warming. 

European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso said Wednesday’s meeting had been constructive. 

”We have to get real,” Barroso said in a statement. 

”It is quite wrong to see this in terms of a confrontation between developed and developing countries. Of course we accept the lion’s share of responsibility but this is a global challenge, which requires a global response.” 

But environmentalists immediately blasted the agreement, which represented no changes from an earlier draft agreed on in late June by negotiators from the same countries in Seoul. 

”It’s the stalemate we’ve had for a while,” Kim Carstensen, director of the WWF’s global climate initiative, told Reuters. 

”Given the lack of willingness to move forward, particularly by the U.S., it hasn’t been possible to break that.” 

Climate experts are sceptical that any significant advance on steps to combat global warming can be made until a new U.S. president comes to office in January 2009. 

On Wednesday, the 16 countries’ leaders agreed major developed economies would set mid-term goals, but set out no specific numbers. The group also said poorer countries would act to rein in rapid growth in their emissions. 

The stance of emerging nations is important. The G8 nations emit about 40 percent of mankind’s greenhouse gas emissions. China and India together emit about 25 percent of the total, a proportion that is rising as their coal-fueled economies boom. 

A Japanese government official told reporters that only Indonesia, Australia and South Korea had supported the G8 call to share their vision of halving global emissions by 2050. The others arguing that advanced countries that are responsible for the bulk of historical emissions must act first. 

”China is a developing country and is in the process of industrialisation and modernisation,” China’s state Xinhua news agency quoted President Hu Jintao as saying. 

”People’s living standards are still not high, and China’s core task at present is developing its economy and improving people’s welfare.” 

The G8 summit on the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido brings together the leaders of Japan, Britain, Canada, Germany, France, Italy, Russia and the United States. 

Climate change was not the only bone of contention at Wednesday’s talks. The Group of Eight has expressed “strong concerns” about the sharp rise in the price of oil, which “poses risks to the global economy”.

But the leaders of the main industrialised economies did not take any concrete steps to try to moderate the oil price in the near term. Instead, the group called for concerted efforts to address underlying supply and demand pressures.

While reaffirming its faith in global growth prospects, the G8 said the world economy “is now facing uncertainty, and downside risks persist”. It warned of the specific danger that high oil and food prices could “increase global inflationary pressure” as well as have “serious ​implications for the most vulnerable”.

The G8 communiqué said financial market conditions had “improved somewhat in the past few months” but that serious strains still existed. The group urged banks and regulators to implement quickly all the measures to increase financial resilience set out by the Financial Stability Forum.

The top industrialised nations made a further attempt to revive the Doha round of trade talks, calling on all countries to “work as a matter of urgency toward the conclusion of the ​negotiations”.

Earlier, Angela Merkel, the German chancellor, said she hoped the negotiations could be wrapped up “over the next few weeks”. Trade ministers meet on July 21.

US officials said a deal would require significant movement on all three fronts – agriculture, goods and services. They said this could not be achieved by the G8 alone and would need concessions by the big emerging markets.

The G8 said oil production and refining capacity “should be increased in the short term” and steps taken to boost investment in oil over the medium term.

Meanwhile, leaders said it would be “important” to make “further efforts to improve energy efficiency as well as pursue energy diversification”.

The G8 – which includes only one big net oil exporter, Russia – said it would enhance its “partnership” with oil producers and would create an energy forum to focus on energy efficiency and new technologies.

The group reiterated its strong support for efforts to increase energy market transparency, including moves by regulators for increased transparency of commodity futures markets.

Dan Price, deputy US national security adviser for international economic affairs, told reporters that the economic declaration “does not contain per se any specific commitments”. But the fact that the G8 had set out an agreed approach to tackling high oil prices, including by reaching out to other nations, was “itself a very significant step”.
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The Independent (UK): How to cut your paper footprint

Each of us throws away, on average, a quarter of a ton of paper every year. Vicki Hill meets a woman on a mission to slash our waste and save the forests

Thursday, 10 July 2008 

Angus Bruce
Mandy Haggith with the 'paper mountain' she built to show what a year's waste looks like

First came two great bales of flattened cardboard then a tower of 1,500 catalogues, magazines, reports and printouts, topped off with a tumble of 120 toilet rolls, two bin bags full of junk mail and a thick layer of brown paper bags. Finally, Mandy Haggith tipped hundreds of receipts and bus tickets over the 5ft heap. Then she stood back and waited.

Villagers trickled into the hall one by one, smiles at the spectacle quickly fading as they realised that Mandy's mountain represented the 250kg of paper they, personally, had thrown away over the last year. Much of it barely used, most of it made by sending an ancient tree from the most threatened areas of the world crashing to the forest floor.

"People were really shocked," says Haggith, 41, who gathered the six loaded wheelbarrows full of paper from local businesses at her Highland home of Lochinver. "Paper comes in and out of our lives so fast we barely notice it. Put it in a pile and then get people to imagine it at 20 tons, which is the amount they will use in a lifetime, and it gets frightening. Especially when they realise that apart from a few books, this is also the amount they will end up throwing away."

No one likes to think of trees being felled, but many of us have a cosy image in our heads that it all comes from recycling or "sustainable" woodlands growing in neat rows, perhaps somewhere in Sweden. It's a myth. Globally, 70 per cent of the 335 million tons of paper the world uses each year comes from natural, un-farmed sources. In Canada, the UK's biggest source of pulp, 90 per cent of its output comes directly from its ancient forests.

"Paper production is revolting and it's lethal," says Haggith. "Leaving aside the destruction of the forests, the poisoning of the rivers from the processing of the wood, the decimation of local communities and wildlife ... the co2 that results is making a massive contribution to global warming. Exposed peat lands and felled trees give off huge amounts of methane and carbon and then you have further CO2 release when it all ends up in landfill at the end. 

"The Bali climate change conference recognised deforestation as the source of around 20 per cent of all emissions: that's three times the amount resulting from global aviation. And for what? Flyers advertising double glazing, fashion magazines we skim through, a bundle of paper napkins in a café we leave behind on the table."

Haggith's paper mountain and a slideshow of what she uncovered on her trip, had an immediate effect on her village. A Recycling Group was set up with local parents, shop owners and a ranger. After lobbying the Highlands council and a letter campaign to the local paper, the village got its first paper bank – "which is always crammed". They are now stepping up the pressure for cardboard recycling – one local shop has been given a bailing machine and flattens and keeps all their old boxes until the village can find a trader willing to buy the waste cardboard: "Or we will come up with some other way of re-using it locally such as shredding it for animal bedding or insulation," says Haggith. "The idea is to be able to sell or reuse every bit of all the community's cardboard."

One of the first visitors to Mandy's Mountain was the local school and now, led by enthusiastic teachers, they have set up paper recycling bins all over school. There are very few people in the village who are not involved in some way. "Telling people what is really happening is the first step, then it's vital that you show them what they can do about it," says Haggith. "That's giving people back control and they can become very motivated very quickly when that happens." Almost everyone has vowed to cut down on their paper usage.

Haggith, a veteran forest campaigner and the co-ordinator of the 21-member European Environmental Paper Network (EEPN), began the local action on her return from the trip in 2006 which took her round most of the great forests of the world for her new book: Paper Trails. It tracks the devastation left behind by the production of the 12.5 million tons of paper gobbled up by the UK every year. 

Although about 42 per cent of that figure comes from recycled sources, we generally only reprocess paper once (it can be used up to 10 times). Haggith, an Oxford graduate with a PhD in artificial intelligence, began fighting for the forests by developing software for organisations such as the UN, to link people involved in forest protection across the world. She set up "Worldforests" with her partner, land rights campaigner Bill Ritchie, working with scientists and activists to bring governments and communities together. By the time of her trip she realised the worldwide consumption of paper had increased fourfold in her lifetime.

"I had visited many forests in the early days of campaigning and I wanted to see if anything had changed. In many cases it was far worse," she says. In Indonesia, she describes how she stood at the edge of a ruined forest in the beating Sumatran sun, weeping with rage. Before her stretched thousands of acres of scorched, lifeless land. Beside her, Pak Jafri the tribal leader of the nearby village of Kuntu, pointed to the area where his people had picked herbs, to the hills where they had gathered honey. All before the government licensed the forest to a multinational paper company, which slashed it down to plant non-native acacias: fast growing, toxic, rampant and perfect for producing office copier paper for the UK.

"I was speechless," says Haggith. "Every last living thing had rotted away except for these plastic-leafed acacias rising like Triffids out of a dried up moonscape. And I was embarrassed. As a British person using copier paper, I was the root cause of all this destruction."

The story was the same throughout Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand, but there was a brief respite for Haggith in, of all places, China. Although using vast amounts of timber for construction, their paper record is inspiring. Much of it comes from recycled sources – this is where most of the UK's recyclable paper is sent. But more horror was waiting over the border in Russia. Having traced UK copier paper to Sumatra, Mandy had also visited the great paper mills of Finland, which supply most of our ready-made paper products. While there was some good news – the Finns have tight pollution controls, for example – despite being covered in artificial paper-producing pine forests, Finland, Europe's biggest manufacturer and consumer of paper, is running out of wood and is now importing it on a massive scale from Russia. "Forget the Amazon," says Haggith. "Russia and Canada, between them, hold 50 per cent of our vital forests. But where the Amazon can regenerate very quickly, these northern boreal forests take 200 years to re-grow."

After a good start in Karelia, where hard-line campaigning has managed to protect some of Russia's primeval forests, Haggith visited the ancient shores of Lake Baikal, which contains 25 per cent of the world's fresh water. It is also the home of the Baikalsk pulp mill. "It stank," says Haggith. "This is partly because it has been pouring lethal chlorine compounds into the lake for 40 years. The lake hosts the only freshwater seals in the world and 75 per cent of its species are only found here, all of which will now have absorbed, irrevocably, the mill's carcinogenic effluents. 

"But it was Canada that depressed me the most," she says. "Canada is incredibly wealthy, yet 90 per cent of its logging is from old growth forests and its pollution record is horrific. It has some of the worst cases of paper mill pollution I found. Native Americans living near the mills have nerve and skin diseases and soaring rates of cancers from the bleaches used on the pulp."

Canada is also relentless in its pursuit of profit. "Ten years ago I was one of the blockaders fighting to stop the building of logging roads into the temperate rainforest of Clayoquat Sound on Vancouver Island," she says. "It's a vital forest of giant red cedars and spruce and home to bears and wolves." After years of campaigning, a moratorium was finally set to halt the felling. "To my horror, on my return, I discovered this had been arranged to last only 10 years. I had to watch as the logging trucks drove past me and back into the forest. It was chilling." 

Haggith is appalled by the paper industry, but years of experience have taught her that focusing on shreds of hope is the only way forward. She highlights the reforms sweeping the book publishing industry after Canadian publisher, Cindy Connor, insisted that the Harry Potter books were printed on recycled paper. This has had a direct impact on companies such as Penguin and HarperCollins who are now changing their paper sourcing policy in the UK.

Another success has been the UK's newspaper industry which voluntarily agreed to raise its recycled paper content to 70 per cent. "This led to a UK paper mill converting to processing recycled paper," says Haggith. "It's an invaluable example to try to pressure the government to set up more." And ironically, it was through conversations with the paper barons that Haggith began to realise where the real answer lies. Presenting to corporate chiefs at the Paper World conference in Frankfurt at the start of her trip, she was expecting opposition and instead found common ground. "Many of them genuinely want to clean up their act," she says. "But they are waiting for the demand to come from their customers. I now know that I don't need to go to Borneo or Ecuador or Russia any more to find the people who can save the forests. The answer lies right here, it's us. 

"We have enormous power. By simply making sure we only buy loo roll from recycled sources, we will have an immediate effect on what's happening. Then we need to influence the business consumers who make the decisions for us – such as the producers of junk mail. That starts by simply saying: no."

Last month the EEPN launched "Shrink", an interactive website to help individuals and businesses make a pledge to cut their paper use and take action on a wider scale. And although she has had to stand before so many of the scarred and bleeding forests of the world, Haggith still has unshakeable hope for the future. "Its a wonderful feeling to fight back," she says. "Not just for us but people in the paper industry, too. When Cindy Connor placed her recycled paper order, she said it felt great that she was no longer signing a death warrant for the trees. The forests are, quite literally, our future. If we realise we have the power to save them, there's just a chance we'll act now and stop chucking them in the bin."

www.shrinkpaper.org
Paper Trails by Mandy Haggith is published Virgin Press £12.99. To order this book for the special price of £11.69 (including p&p) call Independent Books Direct on 0870 0798897 or go to www.independentbooksdirect.co.uk
How to save the trees
* Do not pick up paper napkins in cafés.

* Ask yourself: do I need to print this? If so, use both sides of the paper.

* Sign up to the Mail Preference Service: www.mpsonline.org.uk
* Make sure any paper you buy (toilet rolls through to writing paper) comes from recycled sources.

* Re-use paper bags or compost receipts and torn-up bank statements

* Cut down on and share magazines, return unwanted catalogues to the sender.

* Re-use envelopes and make your own cards.

* Read small print carefully and never tick the "more information" box.

* Ask your boss to buy recycled paper for your workplace.

Pulp facts
* Deforestation caused by paper production is thought to be a bigger cause of global warming than transport.

* Each person in the UK gets through 250kg of paper a year. The worst offenders are the Finns at 333kg. The average Somalian uses 20g.

* Much of the UK's paper is barely used and a large proportion ends up in landfill. Just 42 per cent is recycled – but as there are so few recycling mills in the country, most of this ends up being sent abroad. 

* It is a myth that most paper comes from sustainable sources. Seventy per cent of it comes from natural forests.

* The UK produces virtually none of its own pulp and imports 80 per cent of its pulp.

* Around 75 per cent of the paper for magazines is production wastage and is never read.

* Advertisers know that 99.7 per cent of recipients of junk mail throw it away unread. They think it's worth it for the 0.3 per cent who might.
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Scotsman (UK): Biofuel targets aren't meaningful enough

Increase vehicles' fuel efficiency and encourage public transport use, says Duncan McLaren.
THIS week the UK transport and environment secretaries announced that biofuels may not be the environmental solution they've been previously sold as. Although Friends of the Earth Scotland tentatively welcomed this, we believe that biofuels targets should be replaced with more meaningful targets, linked to reducing climate changing emissions.

EU Ministers are reconsidering the target to have ten per cent of fuel for cars and lorries coming from biofuels by 2020 and reinterpreting this to mean that ten per cent of transport needs should be met by renewable energy, which could include energy for trams and trains. 

We have been concerned at the impact of biofuel production on the environment and people, and are awaiting confirmation of claims made last week that an internal World Bank study reports that diverting land from food to biofuel production has forced global food prices up 75 per cent. 

Although this document is not yet in the public domain, the UK Government's recent Gallagher Review states that, "we cannot continue producing biofuels which are ultimately more environmentally and socially damaging than the fossil fuels they seek to replace".

We need to stop this rush towards fuels produced from food crops, many of which have been shown to be socially and environmentally damaging. 

If we are to get energy from plants and trees, we need to ensure there is a positive social and environmental impact.

We can't use tinkering with biofuels to cover up and delay the real changes we need – increasing the fuel efficiency of vehicles and getting people on to public transport.

Closer to home, financial institutions such as the Royal Bank of Scotland need to consider how best to manage the transition that they claim they are making from financing oil and gas to financing renewable energy. 

In the light of these new reports and announcements, they might want to reconsider how sustainable these investments truly are.

• Duncan McLaren is chief executive of Friends of the Earth Scotland
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Bloomberg: UN Will Inspect Capsized Philippines Ferry Carrying Pesticides 
By Michael Heath

July 11 (Bloomberg) -- The United Nations sent a team of chemical specialists to the Philippines to inspect a ferry carrying pesticides that capsized in a typhoon last month, killing more than 700 passengers and crew. 

``If not handled properly, this could be a disaster upon a disaster,'' said Vladimir Sakharov, chief of the environmental unit that coordinates international responses to such emergencies. ``Leakage of the ferry's toxic cargo would cause major ecological damage and thereby have a terrible impact on the livelihoods of people living in the region.'' 

Philippine salvage crews suspended efforts to retrieve bodies from the MV Princess of the Stars June 27 after discovering tons of pesticides in the vessel lying about 3 kilometers (1.9 miles) off Sibuyan Island in the central Philippines. Only 56 of the more than 800 people on board survived the disaster, with the remainder probably trapped inside the vessel, according to the UN. 

The world body is concerned about ``large'' quantities of ``highly toxic'' insecticides including endosulfan, carbofuran and methmamidophos in the vessel, in addition to an estimated 100,000 liters of fuel. 

The June 21 accident, which occurred as Typhoon Fengshen struck the area, is the Philippines' worst maritime disaster since the MV Dona Paz ferry sank in 1987 after colliding with an oil tanker, killing more than 4,000 people. 

Float Ferry 

The Philippines will try to float the ferry in order to remove the pesticides in an operation that may take as long as three months, Transport Undersecretary Elena Bautista said last week. It will involve positioning floaters under the vessel and using ballasts to turn it upright. 

The UN team, comprising a marine chemist, an eco- toxicologist and a civil protection specialist, will spend a week in the Philippines to assess how to ensure the pesticides don't leak, the world body said in a statement on its Web site yesterday. The mission is a joint initiative of the UN and European Union, it added. 

Philippine and U.S. divers discovered 10 metric tons of endosulfan belonging to Del Monte Philippines, prompting them to abandon salvage efforts, Vice President Noli de Castro told a news conference June 27. 

The vessel was on a regular run between Manila and Cebu, the country's biggest cities, when it was caught in huge swells and ran aground before capsizing. The tip of the bow remains above water. 

To contact the reporter on this story: Michael Heath in Sydney at mheath1@bloomberg.net 
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Reuters: UN, EU experts to assess Philippine ferry disaster

Thu Jul 10, 2008 8:11pm BST

 

UNITED NATIONS, July 10 (Reuters) - The United Nations and the European Union sent experts on Thursday to the Philippines to assess the capsize of a ferry last month with large quantities of a highly toxic chemical on board, a U.N. spokeswoman said.

The joint team will spend a week determining the effects of the disaster of June 21, when the ferry ran aground and capsized off Sibuyan Island during a typhoon, said the spokeswoman, Michele Montas.

Only 56 people were believed to have survived, and at least 700 people were believed trapped inside the vessel, which was carrying 10 tonnes of endosulfan, a toxic pesticide.

"If not handled properly, this could be a disaster upon a disaster," Vladimir Sakharov, chief of a U.N. environmental emergency response unit, said in a statement released by the U.N. News Service.

"Leakage of the ferry's toxic cargo would cause major ecological damage and thereby have a terrible impact on the livelihoods of people living in the region," he said.

The joint team, comprised of a marine chemist, an eco-toxicologist and a civil protection expert, went at the request of Philippine authorities, Montas said.

They will review the situation and help determine what further measures should be taken, she said.

Philippine authorities have said they plan to refloat the ferry. Efforts to remove the trapped bodies came to a halt when shipping officials said the cargo included the toxic pesticide.

Water samples taken from the sea nearby have shown no contamination so far, but a fishing ban has been put into effect.

(Reporting by Ellen Wulfhorst; Editing by Sandra Maler)
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ROA MEDIA UPDATE

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

11 July 2008
UN – UNEP In The News

Kenya: Sh16 Billion Needed to Clean Nairobi River

The Nation (Nairobi): The rehabilitation of the Nairobi river basin requires an estimated Sh16 billion, a high-level consultative meeting with development partners was told on Wednesday. Environment and Mineral Resources minister John Michuki said the amount will be spread over three years in which a comprehensive clean-up exercise of the river will be undertaken. The forum, hosted jointly by Unep and the Government, aims to bring donors into the fold. Representatives from major development partners in Kenya, including Italy, Japan, Germany and Norway, among others. Mr Michuki said that the Government will foot at least 30 per cent of the bill. "With proper costing, the amount will come down substantially. I am inviting our development partners to come forward and help us," he said. Unep pledged an immediate Sh65 million to the ministry for technical assistance. Its executive director Dr Achim Steiner asked the Government to ensure that all those people who will be affected in the rehabilitation exercise are compensated or resettled elsewhere. He also asked the World Bank and the European Union to join the initiative. http://allafrica.com/stories/200807100024.html
Ghana to host climate change conference

PANA (Accra):  Ghana and the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on Thursday signed letters to enable Ghana to host a conference on climate change in August. The conference slated for 21-30 August would be attended by about 2,000 delegates from 192 countries to prepare the grounds for the roadmap to a major conference to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, next year, the Ghana News Agency reported. The Accra conference would be under the theme "Accra Climate Change Talks 2008". Akwasi Osei-Adjei, Ghana's Minister of Foreign Affairs, who signed for Ghana, said the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement linked to the UNFCCC, committed signatory countries to stabilize their greenhouse gas emissions. The protocol recognized that industrialized countries were responsible for the current high levels of greenhouse gas emissions and placed a greater responsibility on them regarding their reduction under the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities. In this regard, we acknowledge the G8 leaders' commitment to reducegreenhouse gas emissions by 50 per cent by the 2050." Mr Osei-Adjei expressed Ghana's commitment to the global effort to mitigate the adverse effects of climate change. Mr Kwadwo Adjei-Darko, Minister for Local Government, Rural Development and Environment, said the action of climate change needed not cap the aspiration for growth of rich or poor countries. He said climate change provided opportunities for sustainable development and Ghana would mainstream it into its development agenda. http://allafrica.com/stories/200807100205.html
General Environment News

Nigeria: Organisation Tasks Nass On Environmental Protection Law

Daily Trust (Abuja): The National Unity and Peace Corps (NUPEC), yesterday urged the Federal lawmakers to be steadfast and enact an environmental protection law as an imperative to integrate and improve the quality of the environment. In a press release signed by the Commandant General, Dr. Humphrey Ogoegbunam, they said that environmental protection constitutes an integral part to achieve sustainable development, adding that the organisation is poised to assist the appropriate authorities to manage and preserve Nigeria's ecosystem. Dr. Humphrey said that the National Assembly must as a matter of urgency, expedite action to enact laws that would compel manufacturers of packaged water known as "pure water," to provide litter bins in areas where they are doing business, adding that the law should also ban Nigerians against the indiscriminate dumping of polythene bags and sachets that litter the streets thereby destroying the aesthetic beauty of the environment. He said that it should also empower Local Health Authorities to enforce sanitation especially in markets, motor parks, recreational parks, residential and commercial areas, pointing out that if realized, the law would provide the legal might for environmental impact assessment which would be a requirement for approval of schemes and projects by both the planning and health authorities. http://allafrica.com/stories/200807100210.html
Nigeria: Abuja Green Society to Flag Off Tree Planting Exercise Today

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Abuja Green Society will on Friday flag off the tree planting exercise with the involvement of international stars who have accepted to be part of the event.

FCT Minister, Dr. Aliyu Modibbo Umar, who disclosed this to newsmen on Monday, said Nigeria's former Defence Minister retired General T.Y. Danjuma, will be the chairman of the Board of Trustees of the society whose investiture will be performed same day. The society, he said, is set and determined to deploy 150, 000 seedlings of different kinds of trees while more seedlings would be deployed to several parts of the FCT before December. 'We are here to brief you fully on our preparations and campaigns to plant one million trees every year in the FCT. This is the resolve we have taken to really make Abuja green and to show our contributions to the global environment and to be responsible citizens of the world. 'As you already know, this is the side we presented to the Federal Executive Council a couple of days ago to get the endorsement of the council to declare this zone, the Abuja central part, as the botanical garden and it is a total of 300 hectares of land; it goes all the way behind Aso rock. http://allafrica.com/stories/200807100217.html
Namibia: Enviro Law to be Enforced Soon

The Namibian (Windhoek): The Environmental Management Act, which was passed by Parliament at the end of last year, has still not been implemented because a string of regulations have been drawn up and must be finalised first. The Ministry of Environment and Tourism informed representatives of the tourism and environmental sectors about the 44-page draft regulations during a workshop on Tuesday. The new law gives the Ministry more clout to approve or reject new developments and investment projects in the mining, fishing, forestry, energy and manufacturing sectors. The defence sector is exempt from this process. According to Minister Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, the number of environmental impact assessments (EIAs) submitted for approval has increased considerably. "During 2007, our Ministry had to handle over 200 EIAs, which requires considerable time and manpower to administer," Nandi-Ndaitwah said at the opening of the workshop. "Many of these assessments are for projects in nature parks, protected and ecologically sensitive areas with little water," the Minister added. "The various new development projects require good and sustainable environmental management to minimise their impact," she emphasised. Workshop participants discussed the many draft regulations, which cover in detail the processes to be followed by developers to obtain environmental clearance certificates from the Ministry. http://allafrica.com/stories/200807100938.html
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UNEP or UN in the news

Philippines: UN Helps With MV Princess Toxic Cargo

Friday, 11 July 2008, 8:11 am

Press Release: United Nations  

Philippines: UN dispatches experts after ferry carrying toxic cargo capsizes

10 July 2008 - A team consisting of experts from the United Nations and the European Union is being sent today to the Philippines to assess the situation of a capsized ferry containing large quantities of highly toxic chemicals.

The "Princess of the Stars" ferry boat capsized on 21 June about three kilometres from the shore of Sibuyan Island in the central Philippines, as Typhoon Fengshen was moving through the area. 

Only 56 of the 849 passengers on the ferry, bound for Cebu Island, survived. The rest remain unaccounted for and are believed to be trapped inside the ferry.

Efforts to recover the bodies were suspended following the discovery of a cargo of large quantities of highly toxic pesticides, in addition to an estimated 100,000 litres of fuel.

"If not handled properly, this could be a disaster upon a disaster," said Vladimir Sakharov, Chief of the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit (JEU) - a collaborative effort between the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) that mobilizes and coordinates international response to environmental emergencies.

"Leakage of the ferry's toxic cargo would cause major ecological damage and thereby have a terrible impact on the livelihoods of people living in the region," he warned.

Officials are particularly concerned about the chemicals endosulfan, carbofuran and methamidophos. Unknown quantities of other highly toxic pesticides - namely antracol, tamaron, nicolsamide and carbamate - have been reported to be among the cargo.

The joint team, comprising a marine chemist, an eco-toxicologist and a civil protection expert, is expected to spend one week in the Philippines to assess the situation, including determining the priority needs, and report on its findings.

The mission is a joint initiative of the European Commission's Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) and the JEU, integrated into the Emergency Services Branch of OCHA.

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0807/S00303.htm 
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DENR, LGUs work closely for ICRMP implementation

by Rizalie a. Calibo 

Siquijor (10 July) -- The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and the local government units (LGUs) here are now working closely for the successful implementation of the Integrated Coastal Resources Management Project (ICRMP). 

A series of orientation/consultation workshop was scheduled in six towns of Enrique Villanueva, Maria, Larena, Lazi, San Juan and Siquijor where project implementers can clarify the approaches and methods to be adopted for various project components and to define the roles and responsibilities of the participating municipalities and the potential partners and beneficiaries in enterprise development, biodiversity conservation and ICRM. 

The first municipality to have conducted an orientation/consultation workshop was Siquijor on June 18, followed by Larena on June 25. San Juan is scheduled on July 8; Maria, July 14; Lazi, July 22 and Enrique Villanueva, July 29. 

Funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEP) and Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Integrated Coastal Resources Management Project (ICRMP) will be carried out by at least six line government agencies in partnership with the different local government units (LGUs). 

The ICRMP is seen to develop not only livelihood for coastal constituents but also help in mitigating the effects of global warming in the province. 

It was was launched in Siquijor in November last year following the conduct of a provincial Orientation/consultation that primarily leveled-off with various stakeholders on the salient features of the project and facilitated a more holistic understanding on the interdependence of the project components. The project has four components namely: Policy and Institutional Strengthening and Development; ICRM and Biodiversity Conservation; Enterprise Development and income Diversification; and Social and Environmental Services and facilities. 

ICRMP is part of the government's initiative/strategy for sustainable development of the country's marine and coastal resources. 

The Arroyo administration continues to develop programs on good governance in the areas of fisheries resource management, coastal resource management, sustainable fisheries and assistance to coastal municipalities 

So far, the government has developed 500 marine-protected areas (MPAs) through local government initiatives as a key contribution to better coastal resource management and global efforts to save the world's marine resources, Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap of the Department of Agriculture (DA) has reported earlier. 

The government has managed to do this, he said, through financing partnerships with the Asian Development Bank, the Spanish government, the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the Global Environment Facility and the UN Environment Program. 

The Worldwide Fund for Conservation, the Conservation International and The Nature Conservancy have also been active partners of the Philippines in helping preserve its marine resources, Yap said. 

He noted that the Philippines has been globally recognized as having contributed in the evolution and development of coastal resource management, with its Tubbataha Reef—the only UNESCO world heritage site in Southeast Asian seas—as well as other MPAs serving as virtual laboratories where various concepts and ideas to conserve and develop marine resources are tried, analyzed, modified and eventually carried out. 

UNESCO stands for the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 

Yap said, however, that despite the strides made by the Philippines in terms of conservation of marine resources through these MPAs, it is still crucial that such micro-dots of bio-diversity be linked into ecologically connected networks "to have a measureable sustainable impact on the coral reef ecosystem as well as on fish biomass, the major source of protein for close to 40 million of our people." 

"Left alone as local initiatives, lacking an ecologically linked network, the MPAs will have little macro impact," Yap said. 

It is for this reason that the Philippines values the efforts of the prime movers within the Coral Triangle Initiative in establishing ecologically linked multiple-use protected areas, he said. 

He said these areas should be sustainable, functionally dynamic and protected for tourism, research, regeneration, livelihood and poverty eradication. (with RDMagpiong/IO-DENR)

http://www.pia.gov.ph/?m=12&fi=p080710.htm&no=22 

General environment news

Australia food-bowl drought worsens

Jul 10, 2008 8:44 PM 

The prolonged drought in Australia's Murray-Darling river system is worsening and the country's main food bowl may forever be changed by accelerating climate warming, government officials said.

Despite good autumn rains, June inflows into the river basin were the lowest in more than a century on record and climate experts are tipping a 60-70% chance of below average rain in the next decade, with the year ahead likely to be a "shocker".

The drought will hit irrigated crops like rice, grapes and horticulture the hardest, but would have less impact on output of wheat, which depends largely on rainfall during specific periods and is on track to double after two years of shrunken crops.

"Regrettably, the drought is getting worse," said Wendy Craik, chief executive of the government's overseeing Murray-Darling Basin Commission, revealing June inflows were only 95 gigalitres against a long-term average of 680gl.

"If the sort of climatic regime we've had in the past couple of years becomes a feature of the future, it's pretty clear we don't have the volume of water available that we've had in the past. Clearly the basin is not going to be the same," Craik said.

After good early rains, which briefly eased Australia's worst dry spell in 100 years, dry weather has set in again in the past three months, plunging more rural areas back into drought.

The Murray-Darling, an area the size of France and Germany, produces 41 percent of Australia's agriculture and provides A$21 billion ($20 billion) worth of farm exports to Asia and the Middle East. Some 70 percent of all irrigated agriculture comes from the sprawling region.

Wheat is grown throughout areas surrounding the basin and the brief wet spell prompted many growers to "bet the farm" on a good season, hoping another brief break in the long dry will come at the right time for a bumper harvest.

Although the June dry spell forced analysts to revise down their initial forecasts for a near-record crop, current expectations for a harvest of about 23 million tonnes would be well up from 10-13 million tonnes over the past two years.

Neil Plummer, Senior Climatologist at Australia's National Climate Centre, said rains barely dented the drought, or the one-in-two chance of a dry year ahead. As well, long-term trends now pointed to 6-7 years of below average rain each decade.

"Autumn can only be described as an absolute shocker in terms of climate conditions for the basin," Plummer said.

Craik said while the basin was expected to have enough water for critical needs in the coming year, many irrigators would face zero or near-zero water allocations and environmental river flows would be slashed to a bare minimum.

The warming outlook for what is already the world's driest inhabited continent would also force hard decisions on river use, with the water needed to save threatened lakes more than the total extracted last year by basin irrigators, she said.

The government's top climate adviser, economist Ross Garnaut, last week said the Murray-Darling could be devastated by climate change without global action, with irrigated agriculture slashed by 92 percent.

The current drought has already wiped more than A$20 billion from the economy since 2002.

But Craik said growers were proving surprisingly resilient, pointing to barely changed grape harvests last year, which dropped from 1.9 to 1.8 mln tonnes as farmers introduced more water-efficient cropping systems.

"Farmers can be incredibly adaptable," she said.

http://tvnz.co.nz/view/page/536641/1901043 
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Global warming talks leave few concrete goals

ANDREW C REVKIN

Nearly everyone had something to cheer about on Wednesday after the major industrial powers and a big group of emerging nations pledged to pursue ''deep cuts'' in emissions of heat-trapping gases in coming decades. President Bush, who had insisted that any commitment to combat global warming must involve growing economies as well as the rich nations, recruited China and India to the table and received rare accolades from some environmentalists for doing so. 

The developing countries received a promise that the rich countries would take the lead in curbing emissions. And environmentalists said the agreements renewed chances of reviving two ailing climate pacts, the 1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. 

But behind the congratulatory speeches on Wednesday, some experts said, was a more sobering reality. The documents issued by the participating countries had very few of the concrete goals needed to keep greenhouse gases from growing at their torrid pace. The statement issued by the industrialised Group of 8 pledged to ''move toward a carbon-free society'' by seeking to cut worldwide emissions of heat-trapping gases in half by 2050. But the statement did not say whether that baseline would be emissions at 1990 levels, or the less ambitious baseline of current levels, already 25% higher. 

Mentions of mandatory restrictions on emissions were carefully framed. Caps or taxes were endorsed where ''national circumstances'' made those acceptable. The statement urged nations to set ''mid-term, aspirational goals for energy efficiency''. 

There were new commitments to demonstrate that carbon dioxide from coal combustion could be captured, compressed, and stashed permanently underground. But experts have said that that process would have to work at the scale of billions of tons of carbon dioxide a year within a decade or two to avert a huge rise in carbon dioxide concentrations, while proposed projects are all measured in millions of tonnes. 

The Group of 8 statement also pledged to increase aid to help developing countries improve energy efficiency or cut their vulnerability to climate risk. But developing countries have noted that in the past those pledges have gone unfilled. 

''I would characterise this outcome as 'talking the talk' rather then 'walking the walk' on climate change policy,'' said Michael E Schlesinger, a climatologist at the University of Illinois. He and others said that neither this week's statements nor the two previous climate treaties seemed likely to significantly slow the rise over decades of heat-trapping gases, most notably carbon dioxide _ an unavoidable byproduct of burning fossil fuels and forests. Beyond any vagueness in this week's statements is the challenge that climate policy must compete with other pressing global problems, particularly rising prices for energy. 

This reality was on display in Japan in the days leading up to the leaders' formal sessions. Gwyn Prins, an expert on climate policy at the London School of Economics, was there for discussions preceding the formal talks and noted that current concerns about energy security were already clearly interfering with discussions aimed at climate stability. One day in particular, he said, was ''gloriously incoherent''. At a meeting in the morning, participants focused on finding ways to reduce gas prices, he said, while a session that afternoon focused on raising them through caps or taxes on fossil fuels. 

The most discouraging aspect of the statements out of Japan, for many experts, was seeing the persistent gap between what science is saying about global warming and what countries are doing. 

The US appeared to regain some credibility at the meetings, but some environmentalists still found an opportunity to comment on Mr Bush. David G Victor, an expert on climate policy at Stanford University, said that the power of any American president was limited, and that another barrier to cutting emissions was Congress. 

''Nearly every government is looking beyond Bush, and while they are hopeful that the next president will surely be more constructive on this issue, they don't know what the president can really bring to the table,'' Mr Victor said. ''It is hard for the US president to negotiate with strength when his ability to offer commitments hinges on national legislation that he does not control.'' 

Cutting emissions in half is just the first step in curtailing warming, climate experts have long said, because the main greenhouse gas generated by human activities, carbon dioxide, can persist for a century or more in the atmosphere, once it is released. That means that later in the century, emissions must drop nearly to zero, or large-scale techniques must be developed to pull carbon dioxide directly from the atmosphere. 

Making a bit of lemonade from lemons, Mr Victor saw a bright spot in the disagreements at the meetings. ''Inability to agree is a sign that governments are actually getting serious,'' he said, concluding: ''People are working hard and pursuing many avenues; in time, they will find routes that work. This is quite unlike the Kyoto process, which was marked by very rapid negotiations that produced agreements that looked good on paper, but didn't really reflect what important governments could actually deliver.'' NYT

http://www.bangkokpost.com/110708_News/11Jul2008_news13.php 
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The G-8 summit ends with little delivered

By The Nation

Published on July 11, 2008

Leaders of the world's richest nations must do more to address global food and energy crises 

These days one might have thought that when the world's biggest economies get together at a resort out there somewhere, the world would be a safer and better place once they returned  home. Well, that would be wishful thinking. Obviously, the G-8 members are too occupied with their own problems to think of the bigger international picture. That is the sad state of the G-8. Developing countries have unrealistic expectations of what these nations will do to end the food and energy crises and alleviate property. Every problem is now inter-linked in one way or another. No single country can handle it alone. The G-8 leaders somehow failed to display their true commitment for the betterment of the global environment. 

To be fair there was some small measure of progress made. The G-8 leaders agreed on a shared vision on climate change that will halve gas emissions by 2050. After long and arduous negotiations, the final text on how to mitigate the challenge of climate change was agreed on. The G-8 leaders realised that deep cuts in global emissions will be necessary to achieve the goals of the UN Framework convention and that adaptation will play a correspondingly vital role. Of course, there were different views among the developed and developing worlds. Developed countries, such as the US, want developing countries to cut gas emissions based on the principle of equity. But India and China will follow the framework of sustainable development, which will observe the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and make constructive efforts to deal with climate changes. Developing countries have challenged developed countries to cut their emissions by more than 80 per cent by 2050 without setting immediate and medium-range targets. The participants also agreed to promote the Copenhagen climate change conference in 2009.

Thanks to the host, Japan, the G-8 Summit had an outreach session with leaders from China, Brazil, India, Indonesia, Mexico and South Africa discussing pressing issues like the global economy, climate change, food and energy security. Indeed, it was interesting to see how developing countries talked amongst themselves and with developed countries and what transpired as a result of those talks. Countries like China and Brazil discussed the issues concerning a sustainable world economic system and a just and reasonable international trade regime. All developing countries are interested in establishing a fair and effective global development mechanism. They want the G-8 to cut farm subsidies and trade barriers to halve soaring food prices.

For developing countries, sustained and accelerated economic growth must continue unabated and they are unlikely to consider quantitative restrictions  on cutting emissions, as requested by the industrialised world. The final text reflected the concerns of developing countries, focusing on nationally appropriate mitigation actions, supported and enabled by technology, money and capacity-building, with a view to achieving a deviation from business as usual emissions. 

Apart from climate change, the leaders extensively discussed other issues, such as the situation in Zimbabwe and assistance to Africa. Indeed, it was easier for G-8 leaders to agree on tougher measures against President Robert Mugabe who is responsible for the violence in Zimbabwe. Both President George Bush and British Prime Minister Gordon Brown led the debate on the crisis and urged other leaders to look for common ways to punish the pariah regime. They ended their discussion with a statement expressing "grave concern" over the situation in the beleaguered country. They also agreed on targeted sanctions. Russia joined in the call for sanctions after initially rejecting them. It is likely that when the UN Security  Council considers the sanctions, countries like China and South Africa will abstain.

They also appealed for a special UN Security Council envoy, whom they would help to appoint, to report on the situation in Zimbabwe and help resolve the current crisis. The call was a huge slap on the face for South African President Thabo Mbeki and his  ongoing political stand. Throughout the crisis, he has strongly supported Mugabe and urged non-interference. The G-8's latest position showed dissatisfaction against Mbeki's handling of the political situation in Zimbabwe. As the most influential neighbour of Zimbabwe, South Africa has consistently ignored calls by UN and the international community to bring pressure to bear on Mugabe. 

http://nationmultimedia.com/2008/07/11/opinion/opinion_30077809.php
……………………………………………………

S-E Asian tourism industry going for a greener image  

PHNOM PENH - AS climate change guilt among tourists grows, many hotels and resorts in emerging hotspots like Cambodia are touting their environmental credentials in an effort to cash in on the 'eco' tag. 

But some are finding that in a nation still pulling itself out of poverty and rebuilding after decades of civil war, it is not always easy being green. 

The new minimalist 16-room riverfront Quay Hotel in the capital Phnom Penh boasts that it is one of the first businesses in Cambodia to completely offset its carbon emissions. 

But their all-natural soap is flown in from Thailand and there is nowhere to buy items such as chemical-free linen, said Ms Michelle Duncan, operations manager for FCC, the group that owns the hotel. 

'We're a hotel trying to do our bit to offset emissions in the country,' said Ms Duncan. 'In London or Australia or wherever, it's a lot easier to recycle.' What exactly makes an 'eco-resort' also remains to be defined, with no worldwide standards that hotels and resorts have to meet to claim the tag. 

In Cambodia, tycoon Mr Sok Kong recently said the environment was his 'first concern', despite his plans to build two luxury golf courses in the country's Bokor Mountain protected area. 

Mr Yin Sorya, an eco-tourism adviser to the Cambodian government, said that local officials often do not understand what makes sustainable tourism. 

'When they (Cambodian officials) talk about eco-tourism, they talk about golf courses or five-star hotels,' Mr Yin Sorya said. 

'Here in Southeast Asia, they want high-market mass tourism.' - Many different 'green' standards are on the market - Many of the resorts marketing their green credentials in Cambodia and neighbouring Laos are modest properties in pristine jungle settings. 

They use locally-sourced materials, some solar power and try and give back to poor local communities while causing as little impact as possible. 

In Thailand, environmentally-friendly policies are becoming more high tech, with homemade biofuels, intelligent lighting, and organically-fertilised herb gardens all wooing tourists concerned about their carbon footprint. 

'People are saying: 'If I want to travel, I'd better make it environmentally conscientious,'' said Mr Juergen Seidel, a director for Six Senses, which has hotels and resorts in Thailand and Vietnam. 

Six Senses plans by 2020 to produce enough clean energy to power all of its operations as well as feed electricity into local grids, said Mr Seidel. 

'Every year there's a 10 or 20 per cent increase of travellers in this niche market we're providing,' he told AFP. 

A United Nations report last year found that tourism, in particular air travel, accounted for about five per cent of global emissions of carbon dioxide - the main greenhouse gas that traps the sun's heat and fuels global warming. 

However as the travel industry adopts more sustainable practices, there are so many different 'green' standards on the market right now that tourists are left scratching their heads. 

Environmental activists hope that Cambodia will learn to make the most of its pristine forest, much of which was unintentionally preserved as decades of civil war stunted development and left the wilderness untouched. 

But as tourist arrivals soar, jumping 20 per cent from 2006 to 2007 alone and bringing much-needed money to this poor nation, a high-end hotel building boom sweeping the country is worrying some activists. 

Yet Mr Touch Nimith, an eco-tourism officer for Conservation International in Cambodia, holds out hope that the environmental tourism trend will help save protected areas. 

'The eco-tourism we're thinking about is for conservation, not local economics,' he said. -- AFP

http://www.straitstimes.com/Latest%2BNews/Asia/STIStory_256441.html 
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1- Argentina - Argentine glacier sheds ice in rare winter breakup

07 – 10 – 08

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - Part of Argentina's Perito Moreno glacier collapsed on Wednesday, the first time large chunks of ice have broken off during the southern hemisphere winter.

Park wardens said global warming might be responsible.

The Patagonian glacier known as the "White Giant" is one of Argentina's biggest attractions. The river of ice 18 miles (30 km) long ends in a sheer wall blocking Lago Argentino where large pieces tumble into the water from time to time.

Tourists and locals visited the site in recent days, hoping to catch a glimpse of the rare spectacle, but only a few were on the observation deck when the roof of an ice tunnel caved in early on Wednesday, a National Glaciers Park official said.

"It's the first time the glacier's broken in winter (since records began)," park warden Carlos Corvalan said earlier this week, when the glacier started to crack.

Wednesday's rupture occurred after several days of partial break-ups, according to the provincial government's Perito Moreno Web site, www.lupacorp.com/glaciar/us/.
The glacier sheds ice roughly every four years, and the last time big ice chunks fell off was March 2006.

Argentina's Glaciers Park is home to more than 200 glaciers and is the biggest continental ice extension in the world after Antarctica, according to the park's Web site.

Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSN0939298820080709
2- Argentina - Cow burps help Argentines study climate change

07 – 09 – 08

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - Argentine scientists are taking a novel approach to studying global warming -- strapping plastic tanks to the backs of cows to collect their burps.

Researchers say the slow digestive system of cows makes them a producer of methane, a potent greenhouse gas that gets far less public attention than carbon dioxide in efforts to fight global warming.

Scientists around the world are studying the amount of methane in cow burps and Argentine researchers say they have come up with a unique way.

Attaching a red plastic tank to a cow's back and connecting it through a tube to the animal's stomach, scientists say they can trap bovine burps and analyze them.

"When we got the first results, we were surprised. Thirty percent of Argentina's (total greenhouse) emissions could be generated by cows," said Guillermo Berra, a researcher at the National Institute of Agricultural Technology.

One of the world's biggest beef producers, Argentina has some 55 million heads of cattle grazing on the famed Pampas grasslands.

Berra said the researchers "never thought" a cow weighing 550 kg (1,210 lb) could produce 800 to 1,000 liters (28 to 35 cubic feet) of emissions each day.

At least 10 cows are being studied, Berra said, including some in a corral whose burps are collected in yellow balloons hanging from the roof.

Greenhouse gases are widely blamed for causing global warming. Methane, researchers say, is 23 times more potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat in the atmosphere and can be found in animal waste, landfills, coal mines and leaking natural gas pipes.

Scientists are working to develop new diets for cows that could make it easier for them to digest food, moving them away from grains to plants like alfalfa and clover.

"We have done a preliminary study and have found that by using tannins, you can reduce methane emissions by 25 percent," said Silvia Valtorta of the National Council of Scientific and Technical Investigations.

Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSN0830630220080709?sp=true
3- Caribbean - Hurricane Bertha weakens in Atlantic

07 – 09 – 08

MIAMI, USA: Hurricane Bertha weakened rapidly as it headed in the direction of Bermuda on Tuesday, just a day after suddenly burgeoning into the first major hurricane of the 2008 Atlantic storm season, forecasters said. 

Bertha had begun a northerly turn that would likely spare the US East Coast from a hurricane or tropical storm strike, the US National Hurricane Center said. 

The Gulf of Mexico, where the United States produces a third of its domestic crude oil and a large amount of its natural gas, was well out of the firing line. 

Bertha, which on Monday became a powerful Category 3 hurricane on the five-step Saffir-Simpson scale, had dropped back to Category 1 by 5 p.m. EDT on Tuesday with top sustained winds of 85 mph, the Miami-based center said in an advisory. 

"Bertha's rapid intensification yesterday has been equaled by its rapid weakening today," it said. "Such intensity fluctuations remain a forecasting challenge and serve as an important reminder for the uncertainties associated with intensity forecasts." 

The center said Bertha could weaken further in the next 24 hours as cooler waters, dry air and unfavorable atmospheric wind conditions affected the storm. But some computer models showed the hurricane regaining some strength after that. 

The wealthy mid-Atlantic British colony of Bermuda would have to continue to keep an eye on the storm as it drifted toward the island, a major center for the world's reinsurance industry, the hurricane center said. 

By 5 p.m. Bertha was about 900 miles southeast of Bermuda and moving toward the northwest at 12 mph, the center said. 

Forecasters have predicted an average or above-average six-month hurricane season this year, although nothing like record-busting 2005 when 28 tropical storms formed, including Hurricane Katrina. 

The Atlantic storm season, which begins on June 1, rarely gets into high gear before August.

Source: http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-9032--46-46--.html
4- Caribbean - Caribbean coral reefs only 25 percent healthy

07 – 09 – 08

MIAMI, USA: Global warming and pollution are decimating coral reefs around the world, with only 25 percent in good health in the Caribbean Sea, US experts warned Tuesday.

In other areas of the world such as the Pacific basin, nearly 70 percent of the coral reefs are either thriving or in good condition, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) said in a report. 

NOAA told the 11th International Coral Reef Symposium in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, that nearly half of coral reef ecosystems in the United States are in poor or barely passable condition. 

"This is absolutely a call to action," said NOAA Coral Program director Kacky Andrews. 

To reverse the deterioration and lessen the threat to coral reefs, she strongly suggested curbing emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases and the use of fertilizer, prevent damage from anchors and stop the sale of coral for jewelry. 

"In the Caribbean, parts of Jamaica, Dominican Republic and Mexico that have been strongly impacted by hurricanes in the past few years, large communities of coral have been lost," Diego Lirman, a University of Miami Rosentiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science expert, told AFP. 

He said the Caribbean region, which sustains only 60 or 70 species of coral compared to more than 500 in the Pacific, "has lost a large part of its most ancient corals, which ... can be more than 500 years old and make up the reef's basic structure." 

While reports indicate a worldwide reduction in coral reef covering, in the Caribbean the problem is compounded by the reefs' increasingly slow rate of recovery, Lirman said. 

"In some places protected zones have been set aside, but the fact is many countries lack the means to monitor them -- there are no patrols in the area and no real measure of control," the expert said. 

Nonetheless, he said the University of Miami has a coral reef recovery program. 

"We extract some corals, help them to grow and get stronger and return them to their communities in better condition so they can reproduce, or we take them to places where (coral reefs) have died off." 

Development and overfishing also pose a threat to coral reefs, said Chantal Collier, with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 

"In Florida, which has the third longest reef system in the world, coastal population has grown by 64 percent in the past two decades, putting pressure on the reefs from development," Collier said. 

"Fishing is an activity of major concern in Florida, which is known as the fishing capital of the world," he added, noting that fish keep coral reefs healthy by cleaning them of algae that can overgrow and choke off nutrition. 

The five-day Coral Reef Symposium ending Friday brings together some 2,500 scientists, conservationists and government officials from 114 countries. It is held every four years.

Source: http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-9029--16-16--.html
5- Chile - Uniting Against Salmon Faros

07 – 07 – 08

SANTIAGO, Chile.- Business leaders, artisanal fishers, tourism operators, students and citizen organizations in Puerto Natales, in the southern Chilean region of Magallanes, have created the Salmon-Farm Free Patagonia Association.

The entity, founded on Jun. 28, calls on the government to decree an end to the expansion of salmon farming in the country's southernmost zone, where 17 farms are already operating and where more than 1,000 fish farm permits have been requested. "We are asking for a moratorium until an environmental and social impact study of salmon farming can be conducted," because we have seen the massive layoffs caused in the southern regions of Los Lagos and Aysén by infectious salmon anemia, association member Romano Tótoro told Tierramérica.

Source: http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=eco&nro=377
6- Chile - Santiago awakens to poor air quality on day of Environmental Alert

07 – 09 – 08

SANTIAGO, Chile. -  After the Metropolitan City Government declared an Environmental Alert yesterday due to the high pollution indexes registered at monitoring stations in the southern part of the capital, Santiago awoke today to high levels of contaminating particles in the air. 

Just as has been the case in previous alerts, Cerro Navia is the municipality with the highest index of smog, reaching 207 according to the latest measurement taken by health authorities, who classify the index as “poor”. 

Cerro Navia is followed by Pudahuel and Cerrillos, which have reported “regular” levels after their monitoring stations registered indexes of 129 and 124 at 7 AM this morning.

In the rest of the municipalities were measurements were taken, such as Independencia, La Florida, Las Condes, Santiago and El Bosque, contamination has not caused pollution levels to rise.

Source: http://www.emol.com/noticias/ingles/detalle/detallenoticias.asp?idnoticia=312365

7- Cuba - Regional Network for Sustainable Forests

07 – 07 – 08

HAVANA, Cuba.- Cuba officially joined the Regional Network of Model Forests of Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC-Net) on Jul. 5 through a project to cultivate tropical plants on 30,000 hectares in the central province of Villa Clara.

Aníbal Torrecilla, an expert with the forest service of the Agriculture Ministry, told Tierramérica that the tree planting will take place over 15 years in Corralillo and Santo Domingo, the territory's areas of greatest "forestry potential".

"The government has expressed its will to continue increasing the country's forest cover and to directly benefit the community, which will contribute labor and will be able to improve living conditions in harmony with nature," said Torrecilla.

The plan is supported by the Canadian Agency for International Development.

Source: http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=eco&nro=377
8- Honduras - Fighting Chagas Disease

07 – 07 - 08

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras. - Honduras is working with Canada to put together 60 million dollars in funding for ecological and health projects in areas where Chagas disease is endemic. The illness has spread from rural areas to urban areas of the capital.

Of that sum, which is expected to be delivered by year end, 18 million would be earmarked for fighting the disease, and the rest for educational activities for environmental conservation, as well as environmentally friendly productive projects, Karen Zelaya, head of the Technical Secretariat for Cooperation, told Tierramérica.

She said education is important in the regions where Chagas has expanded due to causes linked to poverty, hygiene and homes made of mud and straw, in which the disease-spreading Triatoma infestans insect lays its eggs.

There are some 300,000 people affected by the disease in Honduras, particularly in the south and west.

Source: http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=eco&nro=377
9- Panama - Anam confirms violation of national forest

07 – 09- 08

An inspection conducted by the Autoridad Nacional de Ambiente, (Anam) has confirmed reports from environmental and legal authorities in Chiriquí of tree cutting and coffee growing in a protected area of the Parque Nacional Volcán Barú.

Anam's regional director, Harmodio Santamaría, said another inspection would be undertaken to determine how long the coffee has been under cultivation and the extent to which the growers have violated environmental law. He added that penalties for the crime will depend on the extent and seriousness of the damages and remarked that Anam does not have sufficient resources to protect the area adequately.

After a recent tour of the park, the president of the Asociación para la Conservación de la Biósfera, Ezequiel Miranda, reported that more than 100,000 square meters are being used to cultivate coffee and that 10 hectares of primary growth forest have been cleared for planting. 

The situation is serious, Miranda said, not only because a protected forest known to belong the State has been devastated, but because the cutting and planting affect the quality of the water that flows from the park into one of the region's important fresh water sources, the Chiriquí River.

As far as they are able to tell, Miranda said, the growers appear to be planting Geisha coffee, one of the most prized and expensive varieties in the world, fetching well over $100 a pound at auction recently.

Only tree planting may be permitted in the park, Miranda noted, emphasizing that planting for personal use and profit is prohibited.

State environmental prosecutor Franklin Amaya said that his office will conduct an expert inspection of the area to determine whether a crime might possibly have been committed since there have been many complaints about the violation of protected areas in Chiriquí.

Source: http://www.prensa.com/
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Climate change will have major impact on fishing industry, says UN agency 

10 July - Climate change is already impacting the world’s oceans and will have serious consequences for the hundreds of millions of people who depend on fishing for their livelihoods, according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

Changes in sea temperatures alter the body temperature of aquatic species used for human consumption and therefore impact their metabolism, growth rate, reproduction and susceptibility to diseases and toxins, FAO said today, at the start of a four-day scientific seminar in Rome on climate change and marine fisheries. 

Impacts on fisheries that have already been observed include an increase in the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events, such as the El Niño phenomenon in the South Pacific; the warming of the world’s oceans, with the Atlantic in particular showing signs of warming deep below the surface; and warmer-water species increasing toward the South and North Poles. 

There has also been an increase in salinity in near-surface waters in hotter regions, while the opposite is occurring in colder areas because of greater precipitation, melting ice and other processes. In addition, the oceans are becoming more acidic with probable negative consequences for coral-reef and calcium-bearing organisms. 

Fishing communities in the world’s high-latitudes, as well as those that rely on coral reef systems, will be most exposed to the impact of climate change. Fisheries located in deltas, coral atolls and ice-dominated coasts will be vulnerable to flooding and coastal erosion because of rises in sea level. 

FAO says that some 42 million people work directly in the fishing sector, the great majority in developing countries. Counting in those who work in processing, supply, marketing and distribution, the fishing industry supports several hundred million jobs. 

Aquatic foods have high nutritional quality, contributing 20 per cent or more of average per capita animal protein intake for more than 2.8 billion people, again mostly in developing countries. 

Fish is also the world’s most widely traded foodstuff and a key source of export earnings for many poorer countries. The sector has particular significance for small island States.

Lauding G-8 resolve to tackle food crisis, UN urges practical steps to help hungry 

10 July - Welcoming the commitment shown by the leaders of the Group of Eight (G-8) leading industrialized nations at their summit in Japan to combat the global food crisis, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has called for practical steps to alleviate hunger for millions around the globe. 

“What we have seen at the G-8 summit is the resolve to help protect the poorest from the devastating effect of high food prices and to find long term solutions to the food crisis,” said WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran. 

“We need to follow through with practical measures that can make a real difference in addressing urgent hunger needs throughout the world,” she added. 

WFP has been calling for concerted global action to address the effects of high food prices on the poor, including un-earmarked donations that give the agency greater flexibility for procuring and pre-positioning food for the hungry, the lifting of export restrictions on all humanitarian food purchases, and urgent consideration of the possible need for humanitarian global grain reserves. 

“We are living in unusual times, and this requires practical solutions now if we are going to confront the challenges we face,” Ms. Sheeran stated. “The G-8 expressed resolve, which I welcome. Now comes the hard part: solving problems and reaching as many hungry people as possible in as sustainable a way as possible.” 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who attended the summit in Hokkaido, Japan, told reporters in New York today that he appreciated the endorsement by the G-8 of the Comprehensive Framework for Action, created by his High-Level Task Force, to address the global food crisis. 

“In addition to addressing immediate needs, we must also use this opportunity to address the structural roots of the crisis,” he said, highlighting the need to boost both public and private funding for agricultural production and research. 

Mr. Ban pointed out that G-8 leaders in Hokkaido called for a contribution of an additional $10 billion for this purpose, but noted that the Task Force’s Agreement sets the need at over $25 billion annually.
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** Philippines
A joint United Nations and European Union expert team is being deployed today to the Philippines at the request of national authorities to assess the situation of a capsized ferry containing large quantities of highly toxic chemicals.  The chief of the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit stresses that, if not handled properly, this could be a disaster upon a disaster.  The team, comprising a marine chemist, an eco-toxicologist and a civil protection expert, is expected to spend one week in the Philippines to help provide a clear overview of the situation, determine priority needs, and identify any gaps in international aid being offered and provided.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "local" ��The Local: German campaigners castigate G8 climate deal�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wavah" ��Wavah Broadcasting Company: UNEP not happy with G8 over climatic change�


� HYPERLINK  \l "BBC" ��BBC: 'Alarming' plight of coral reefs�


� HYPERLINK  \l "people" ��People & Planet: Philippines coral reefs 'slowly dying'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "putin" ��Moscow News: Putin Orders Sochi Olympic Facilities Moved�


� HYPERLINK  \l "standard" ��E.A. Standard: State appeals for Sh16b to clean rivers�


� HYPERLINK  \l "nation" ��The Nation (Nairobi): Kenya: Sh16 Billion Needed to Clean Nairobi River�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Berliner" ��Berliner Kurier: : G-8-Treffen in Japan Der Gipfel der Lügen Klima-Ziele einfach schöngerechnet�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dagblad" ��Limburgs Dagblad: : G8 en klimaat: louter loze kreten�





OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS:





I English:





1- Argentina - Argentine glacier sheds ice in rare winter breakup


2- Argentina - Cow burps help Argentines study climate change


3- Caribbean - Hurricane Bertha weakens in Atlantic


4- Caribbean - Caribbean coral reefs only 25 percent healthy


5- Chile - Uniting Against Salmon Faros


6- Chile - Santiago awakens to poor air quality on day of Environmental Alert


7- Cuba - Regional Network for Sustainable Forests


8- Honduras - Fighting Chagas Disease


9- Panama - Anam confirms violation of national forest
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