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Time Magazine: Your Laptop's Dirty Little Secret

Sunday, Jun. 29, 2008 By BRYAN WALSH 

Coal, steel, oil — we think of these old-economy industries, and we picture pollution. Smoggy skies, fouled rivers, toxic waste. As we make the transition to a new economy, we imagine that industrial pollution will become a thing of the past. Mobile phones, laptops, MP3 players — they conjure images of spotless semiconductor factories and the eternal summer of Silicon Valley where the digital economy was born.

But the tech industry has a dirty little secret: it has toxic waste of its own. Phones and computers contain dangerous metals like lead, cadmium and mercury, which can contaminate the air and water when those products are dumped. It's called electronic waste, or e-waste, and the world produces a lot of it: 20 to 50 million tons a year, according to the UN — enough to load a train that would stretch around the world. The U.S. is by far the world's top producer of e-waste, but much of it ends up elsewhere — specifically, in developing nations like China, India and Nigeria, to which rich countries have been shipping garbage for years. There the poor, often including children, dismantle dumped PCs and phones, stripping the components for the valuable — and toxic — metals contained inside. In the cities like the southern Chinese town of Guiyu, they work with little protection, melting down components and breathing in poisonous fumes. What can't be recycled is simply dumped, turning already poisoned rivers into toxic sludge. It's all done in the hope of earning a few dollars from the detritus of the clean digital economy.

Michael Zhao has seen the damage firsthand. A journalist connected with the Asia Society, Zhao traveled to Guiyu — which processes up to 1 million tons of electronic garbage a year — to film a documentary on the impact of e-waste. "I saw people putting leftover parts on coal fired stoves, to melt down the waste to get to the gold," he says. "It'd produce a reddish smoke that was so strong I couldn't stand there for more than a couple minutes before my eyes would just burn." (Hear Zhao talk about the e-waste on this week's Greencast.) Urban China is so polluted that few Chinese escape without some damage to their health, but Zhao says that local researchers have found that the children of Guiyu fare worse than their counterparts in nearby cities, suffering from respiratory illnesses traced back to e-waste.

Officially, this shouldn't be happening. The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal was established by the UN in 1989 to control the hazardous garbage flowing from rich countries to poor ones. The convention allows countries to unilaterally ban the import of waste, and requires exporters to get the consent of destination countries before they send trash abroad. But the United States, a prime source of e-waste and other toxic waste, never signed onto the treaty, leaving it weakened, and some of the destination nations — most prominently China — quietly allow the dumping to continue, for the money it brings in. At an international summit on the convention held last week in Bali, Indonesia, environmentalists and many poor countries insisted the agreement had failed, and pointed to the growth in e-waste as a main reason. "We are faced with the ugly truth that the Basel Convention has been unable to accomplish even the prerequisite steps of addressing the inequities and exploitation made possible by globalization," Jim Puckett, director of the Seattle-based Basel Action Network, told delegates at Bali.

Much of the fault does lie with the U.S. and its technology companies, which export e-waste because it is cheaper to offload the problem on poor nations than it is to take care of the waste at home. "This is effectively long-distance dumping," said Achim Steiner, head of the United Nations Environment Programme. One solution is to promote recycling programs for old PCs and phones, as Dell has done recently, or try to reduce the amount of toxic metals used in those products, as Apple has done. The answer will almost certainly have to come from rich importers — for poor nations, the money that can be made off the e-waste trade is simply too good to abandon, despite the environmental and health costs.

What's certain is that if we don't act, the e-waste will continue to pile up, as we buy more electronic devices and the lifespan of those products grows shorter. If we could see the dumps of Guiyu, we might rethink the purchase of that new iPhone. "A lot of people may think electronic manufacturing is a clean industry, but it's not," says Zhao. "It's a dirty process." Just because we don't see the dirt, doesn't mean it doesn't exist.
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AP: UN conference won't ban toxic waste exports

By MICHAEL CASEY – 2 days ago 

BALI, Indonesia (AP) — Delegates at a U.N. conference decided against banning toxic waste exports, instead encouraging countries Friday to take their own action to address the steady stream of dangerous chemicals and old electronics that litter the landfills of poor nations.

Support for the ban during the weeklong meeting on the Basel Convention was driven by African countries, who argued it was the best way to protect their citizens, and by the European Union, which already prohibits toxic exports.

But the proposal ran into stiff opposition from the United States, Japan, Canada and India over concerns it would stifle recycling industries in the developed world that are booming amid the rising price of metals.

The delegates instead emerged from talks Friday with a number of other measures, including industry-supported guidelines for disposing of cell phones and an agreement to start similar discussions for old computer equipment.

"It's very sad, very sad," said Jim Puckett, coordinator of the Seattle-based Basel Action Network, adding that his group's main goal of the convention was to get nations to manage their own waste at home instead of sending it overseas.

It's unclear just how many tons of toxic waste that companies, mostly in rich nations, pay to send to other countries for disposal. But just about everyone at the Bali conference agreed that the trade in toxic chemicals is big, that eventual disposal of the waste is often inadequate — and that the business is growing.

The proposed ban was the boldest attempt at the conference to strengthen the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. The 1989 pact allows its 170 members to ban imports and requires exporters to gain consent before sending toxic materials abroad.

Critics argue that insufficient funds, widespread corruption and the absence of the United States as a participant have undermined the convention, leaving millions of poor people exposed to heavy metals, PCBs and other toxins. Many say an outright ban of exporting toxic waste is the only solution.

However, industry representatives said Friday that the new voluntary measures adopted at the conference could lead to the creation of certified recycling facilities, which would be especially significant in developing countries, where old electronics pollute landfills or are burned in open pits.

The hope is that many of the countries would use the new guidelines to create their own recycling laws that would address the estimated 20 million to 50 million tons of used electronics goods sent abroad.

Rick Goss of the Information Technology Industry Council, which includes most major computer and printer manufacturers, said the computer guidelines would offer a universal framework that would give the industry confidence its products were being recycled responsibly.

"Electronics do need to be managed properly," Goss said. "We want to make sure that we don't have the human health and environmental impacts that have been documented in certain countries when electronics aren't being properly managed."

The issue of toxic exports took center stage in 2006 when hundreds of tons of waste were dumped around the Ivory Coast's main city of Abidjan, killing at least 10 people and sickening tens of thousands more. The waste came from a tanker chartered by the Dutch commodities trading company Trafigura Beheer BV, which had contracted with a local company to dispose of the waste.

Trafigura agreed to pay $236 million to the Ivorian government, but it has argued that waste discharged was not toxic and that the spill was not responsible for the deaths or injuries.

For much of the week in Bali, the debate revolved around the export ban. But as a deadlock intensified, Indonesia put forth a compromise. Among other things, the statement encourages nations to pass laws, as the EU did, that would ban toxic exports or short of that, boost enforcement to monitor and detect illegal waste.

Achim Steiner, executive director for the U.N. Environment Program, said the statement was "a very positive signal" aimed at resolving the impasse.

But Dr. O.O. Dada, a member of the Nigerian delegation, said he was "shocked" the convention did not endorse a ban. He said African nations will likely now look toward regional pacts to regulate toxic waste imports.

"We have to fall back on a plan to protect ourselves," he said. 
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Tehran Times (Iran): IT waste a 'major challenge' to human health: UNEP

NUSA DUA (AFP) -- Millions of discarded mobile phones and computers are posing a ""major challenge"" to human health, the chief of the United Nations Environment Program said on Thursday. 

Achim Steiner told a UN conference on waste management on the Indonesian resort island of Bali that 20 million mobile phones were thrown away each year in China. 

Meanwhile, the global number of personal computers was expected to double to two billion by 2015. 

""The rapid growth and rapid redundancy of all this equipment ... represents a major challenge to the international community in terms of human health and the environment,"" he said. 

He said 20 to 50 million tons of electronics waste was produced every year -- enough to load a train that would stretch around the world. 

""The growth in electronics is unlikely to abate any time soon, especially as disposable incomes rise in the rapidly developing and developing economies."" 

Much of this waste was ending up in landfills usually in developing countries in Africa and Asia, where it leaks chemicals and heavy metals into the environment, Steiner said. 

""This is effectively long-distance dumping,"" he said. 

The disposal of massive numbers of unwanted electronics goods has been a key focus of the five-day meeting of parties to the 1992 Basel Convention on waste management that began Monday. 

More than 1,000 delegates from 170 countries are taking part in the talks to review the impact of hazardous waste on human health and livelihoods. 

The Basel Convention is an international treaty that regulates the global trade in hazardous waste and aims to minimize its generation and movement across borders. 

Participants were expected to adopt a ""Bali Declaration"" aimed at highlighting the importance of health and waste management to global development strategies, such as reducing poverty. 
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The East African: Jumbo wars come to Kenya 
By JOHN MBARIA 

AS THE LARGEST LAND-Based animal, the elephant has the ability to excite strong emotions — emotions that now pit different African countries against each other over whether the beast has more value alive or dead. 

The jumbo dispute was once again played out recently in Mombasa’s Whitesands Hotel, where representatives of 19 African countries met to cement their unity and sharpen their campaign against the resumption of the ivory trade. 

Meeting under the auspices of the African Elephant Coalition, the group called upon the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) not to allow China to be a partner in limited ivory trade allowed by the UN body two years ago in The Hague. 

During the no-holds-barred event, Kenya, as usual, dug its heels in deep. It was obvious that the country, together with Mali, is the leader of the anti-trade pack. 

Uganda was conspicuously absent and so was Tanzania. But unlike the latter, which allows sport hunting and has always voted with those calling for the resumption of the ivory trade, Uganda’s voice (it emerged) has become somewhat confused. 

It was revealed that officials in Uganda Wildlife Ministry advocate a resumption of the ivory trade, while the Uganda Wildlife Authority supports Kenya in calling for a total ban. 

Interestingly, the group of African countries calling for a total ban also happen to be among the poorest in the world. Besides Mali, Sierra Leone, the Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, there are Senegal, Southern Sudan and Ghana, countries that do not have the wherewithal to effectively conserve their wildlife. Their human populations are not in any better shape. 

Meanwhile, South Africa and Botswana — who lead the pro-trade group in Africa — not only have high gross domestic products, but are able to keep their wildlife away from unlicensed killers; they are also effective in strategising during international elephant diplomatic meetings. 
  
THIS WAS EVIDENT DURING the last Cites meeting at The Hague, when they scored yet another victory after the UN body allowed them to sell 107 tonnes of ivory to Japan. 

To the countries down south, the African Elephant Coalition’s argument that lifting the ban on the ivory trade would open the floodgates to illegal trade and poaching does not wash. They have constantly argued that — as effective managers of their resources — they should not be penalized for the inability of Kenya and its other anti-trade colleagues to secure their elephant herds from the poachers’ guns and snares. 

So, what is it that Kenya and fellow anti-ivory trade states know that informs their anti-ivory trade stance and that seems to have escaped South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe — and all the other countries outside Africa that see more value in dead elephants? 

Patrick Omondi of Kenya Wildlife Service, who is considered the foremost elephant expert in Africa, presented facts and figures that even Southern African countries ought to be concerned about. 
According to   Omondi, the vast areas Africa has — throughout history — devoted to elephants to feed, breed and play, are largely gone. 

  Omondi told the gathering in Mombasa that the elephant can be found in 37 so-called range states. Their habitats there range from the vast grassland-dominated savannah (in East and Southern Africa) to such significant tropical forests as those found in the Congo Basin and parts of West Africa. 

“Of the 2.6 million square kilometres now available for elephants on the continent, only 31 per cent are protected areas.” He said such protected areas in Southern Africa constitute 39 per cent of the elephant range, 22 per cent in East Africa and 39 per cent in West Africa. Elephants inhabiting protected areas are relatively safer from illegal poaching. 

FURTHER, IT IS APPARENT that Southern Africa has the largest amount of open land for elephant conservation and also the biggest known population of elephants on the continent. 

Quoting data from the World Conservation Union (IUCN), Omondi said elephant numbers in different parts of the continent reflect the amount of land open for their conservation. 

Southern Africa leads with 297,715, East Africa follows with 137,485, while Central Africa has 10,383 and West Africa has a small population of 7,487. 

This means there are 472,269 elephants remaining in Africa today. 

“What we are looking at here is a situation of too many elephants in some regions and too few in other regions,” said   Omondi. 

He added that the issue is not merely about the impact that allowing international trade would have on the numbers, but also about how to manage elephants that criss-cross international boundaries — particularly when the relevant countries pursue conflicting conservation policies such as Kenya and Tanzania. 

There are also other issues such as getting the world to appreciate the threat posed by human-elephant conflict in different African countries. “Surely, for a country like Senegal that has less than 10 elephants, it is important to know the story behind the low numbers,” he said. 

“We need an environment in which each country can be given a chance to explain the status of its elephant herds and why such a country has decided to take one or the other position on the international trade in ivory,” he added. 

During the Mombasa meeting, the delegates talked about systematic depletion of habitats and widespread poaching — particularly in the Central African Republic and Congo — while others talked about how elephant-human competition for available space and resources has affected numbers because, almost always, the beast ends up being the loser. 

But it was Maj-Gen Alfred Akwoch, Undersecretary for the Environment and Tourism Ministry of Southern Sudan, who carried the day. 

Maj-Gen Akwoch regretted that many international conferences on endangered wildlife happened before his government had signed the Comprehensive Peace Agreement with Khartoum government. He said that Southern Sudan has seven ecological regions that support localised elephant populations. “Although such ecological zones do not extend to the North, ivory had always been illegally acquired from Southern Sudan. It is obvious that as we fought the war, our adversaries were busy killing elephants.” 

And just like humans, some of the elephants in Southern Sudan became refugees in northern Uganda, he said. 

Ironically, the long-running war in Southern Sudan seems to have helped to save elephants and other wildlife from total annihilation. 

For instance, a report released recently by Unep shows that the population of kob (white-eared antelopes) has been growing steadily from the last count in the 1970s and now stands at 1.2 million. 

Unep noted that the same phenomenon was unobserved anywhere else in Africa. But Maj-Gen Akwoch had an explanation for it. 

He says that during the war, the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) issued a decree prohibiting its fighters from killing wildlife. 

“One of our main interests in fighting the war was to save our resources from exploitation by the North, so we had asked everyone in SPLA to always carry a booklet that detailed a law barring them from ever killing wild animals. Indeed, when our fighters got hungry, a meeting had to be held to deliberate on what animal to kill and how,” he said. 

Although Southern Sudan is handicapped by lack of resources as far as managing its wildlife and other natural resources is concerned, it has now teamed up with Kenya and other states in the coalition to say “No” to the ivory trade. 

The government in Juba is receiving considerable support and expertise from Kenya. 

Already, it has hired Perez Olindo, a former director of the Wildlife Department in Kenya, as a consultant, and has formally asked Kenya to help in conducting a census of elephants and other wild animals. 

But it seems that Southern Sudan still has a war to fight before it can actualise this dream. Its government is yet to be recognised as a voting member by Cites. 

Officially, Sudan is recognised as one party at Cites meetings. 

But the government of Southern Sudan is all but an independent government. Since the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, Juba has sought more visibility and international recognition pending the 2011 referendum that is expected to make it Africa’s 54th state. 

BUT EVEN BEFORE THEN, THE Southerners want a bigger say in the management of their elephant herds and other natural resources and Kenya seems to be the natural partner to provide the necessary expertise. 

Other organisations like the International Fund for Animal Welfare and the Born Free Foundation have also come calling with much-needed dollar to secure Southern Sudan’s five national parks and 13 game reserves. 

For Central African countries, the worry is that their diminishing elephant populations will disappear if the trade is allowed. 

The raging conflicts in Congo, Chad and the Central African Republic have given poachers free rein to reduce the already small elephant numbers in the region. Central Africa is thus fearful that allowing China to partner in the limited ivory trade will worsen the poaching that is currently going on there. 

It was evident from the meeting that China’s renewed quest to be allowed to buy part of the 107 tonnes of ivory that countries in Southern Africa were allowed to sell to Japan, has not gone down well with countries forming the African Elephant Coalition. 

Delegates to the Mombasa meeting felt that Cites ought to respect an earlier decision that barred China from buying the relevant ivory. 

It seems that the fear is that China, unlike Japan, has not come up with an effective way of ensuring that illegally-acquired ivory is not traded within its boundaries. 

“One of the conditions given to Botswana, South Africa and Namibia for the one-off sale in 2002 was that the buyer needed to prove that they had the capacity to effectively prevent the proliferation of the illegal ivory trade,” said   Omondi. 

His sentiments were echoed by   Perez Olindo who said that China does not qualify to be a partner in the trade because “it has not put in place a legal mechanism to control all the ivory entering its territory, neither has it been able to prevent illegal ivory from being traded.” It was revealed that illegal ivory trading has been taking place in the Chinese city of Shanghai. 

“It is strange that even after the Cites secretariat identified illegal ivory trading in China, it nevertheless went ahead to put China’s renewed request on the table,” said   Omondi. 

But as the accusations against China flew from one corner of the hall to the other, the enigmatic dragon was nowhere to defend itself. 

Nevertheless, the African elephant Coalition was asked to mount a formidable opposition to China’s request. Most of the delegates went along with this position as one after the other expressed solidarity with Kenya. 

On their part, Togo, Cameroon, Congo Brazzaville and Sierra Leone said that even before China raised the request, they had been losing their small elephant populations to poachers largely because of lack of manpower on the ground. 

Some felt that because their elephant numbers are so small, countries with bigger populations should consider donating some elephants to boost their populations. 

Delegates suggested the use of DNA profiling of ivory in the market as an effective method of monitoring where the ivory came from in the first place. 

Others suggested that to reduce pressure on habitat by elephants in South Africa and Botswana, the two countries should consider allowing some of the elephants into Mozambique, which is part of the elephant range in Southern Africa. 
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The Times (South Africa): Young UN crusader takes up fight against climate change 

Teneshia Naidoo Published:Jun 29, 2008 

GLOBAL ENVOY: Francesco Govender, 10, has been appointed to the junior board of the United Nations Environmental Programme. Picture: JACKIE CLAUSEN  

A 10-Year-old Durbanite with a passion for the environment is determined to make a difference in the world after being elected to the junior board of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP).

Francesco Govender was the only South African to be inducted as a junior member at the 2008 Tunza International Children’s Conference in Stavanger, Norway, last week.

The conference, which is held every two years, gives children the opportunity to present proposals for environmental projects. It was attended by some 700 children from 106 countries. 

Govender, from Westville, said he was excited to be accepted onto the board because he could now “inform children and adults globally of the dangers of climate change”.

“After the recent flooding in KwaZulu-Natal, we should all be very aware of climate change. This shows that we can’t afford to play with global warming,” he said.

He regarded his appointment as an honour and a “huge responsibility”.

The Grade 5 pupil of Atholl Heights Primary School said his father, Troy — a specialist environmental adviser to UNEP — had inspired his interest in the environment. 

“My dad and I have a tradition every year: we plant a tree for my birthday, because trees are good for the world. I also recycle and conserve energy as much as possible.”

He loves bird-watching, reading, going on nature trails and watching National Geographic on TV.

He is also the youngest member of Sustainability United, an environmental network for the youth in KwaZulu-Natal.

He and the six other members of the junior board will advise UNEP on children’s programmes and publications and will help in preparing for the 2010 international children’s conference to be held in Korea.
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Other Environment News
Reuters: G8 may invest billions to cut CO2

Sun Jun 29, 2008 9:37pm EDT

TOKYO (Reuters) - The Group of Eight wealthy nations are looking at investing more than $10 billion a year to support new technologies to reduce carbon dioxide emissions, including carbon dioxide capture and storage (CCS), a Japanese daily reported on Sunday.

A draft statement on economic issue is being considered for release at the July 7-9 summit of G8 leaders in Hokkaido, northern Japan, the business daily Nikkei said.

The G8 countries plan to fund research to develop CCS projects, which bury emissions from power plants, as a measure to help meet a global target to halve greenhouse gases by 2050, Nikkei said.

The draft statement also includes an agreement to set national interim goals to reduce emissions by 2020-2030, a step environmentalists and the EU say is vital, the Nikkei said, adding that no figures were included.

A Japanese government source told Reuters last week that the United States had yet to agree to a goal of reducing global emissions by 50 percent by mid-century.

The G8 leaders will share strong concern over rising crude oil prices, which are pushing up inflation and depressing the world economy, Nikkei said.

The leaders will call for oil-consuming and producing nations to cooperate more closely, the newspaper said.

Oil prices rose to a record near $143 a barrel on Friday. Prices have jumped more than 45 percent this year, extending a six-year rise, as supply struggles to keep pace with rising demand from emerging economies such as China and India.

With regard to rising food prices, the G8 nations will provide assistance to developing countries to increase food production.

They will speak up against food export restrictions imposed by some producing countries, Nikkei said.

Separately, the Asahi Shimbun newspaper said the G8 nations could agree to stand ready to release grain from national and private food reserves at times of food crisis.

Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda pledged at a United Nations food summit this month to release at least 300,000 tonnes of imported rice from storage into the world market to ease the global food crisis and urged other countries to do likewise.

(Reporting by Chikafumi Hodo and Linda Sieg; Editing by Alan Raybould)

© Thomson Reuters 2008 All rights reserved
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This Day (Nigeria): G8 Worried over Nigeria’s Nuclear Programme

From Onyebuchi Ezigbo in Abuja, 06.30.2008

Nigeria’s nuclear programme is causing concern among the world’s Group of Eight (G8) nations, THISDAY has learnt.

The G8 – comprising world’s most industrialised democracies, the United States (US), United Kingdom (UK), Japan, Russia, Italy, France, Germany and Canada – is worried about Nigeria’s ability to handle the safety and security obligations associated with use of nuclear technology.

The US has been leading the campaign against uranium enrichment for nuclear technology by Iran and North Korea, and although Nigeria’s nuclear programme is purely for power generation, the G8 nations are said to be uncomfortable with it.

Confirming this to THISDAY, the Director-General of the Nigeria Nuclear Regulatory Agency (NNRA), Professor Shamsedeen Elegba, said the G8 countries had expressed their concerns over the country's readiness to fulfil safety and security obligations associated with the establishment of nuclear power plant in the country.

The D-G, who spoke to THISDAY at the end of a week-long capacity training programme on nuclear energy safety issues, said though the countries agreed that Nigeria needed nuclear power plant for electricity purposes, the concerns are whether the country could adequately ensure safe and secure deployment of the facility.

“Most of them are cynical about our level of safety and some even question our level of responsibility because it is something that just one little mistake, everybody is affected,” he said. 

In April 1986, there was a nuclear reactor accident in the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in the old Soviet Union, regarded as the worst in history, resulting in a severe release of radioactivity into the environment following a massive power excursion which destroyed the reactor.

Thirty people died in the explosion, but further explosions and the resulting fire sent a plume of highly radioactive fallout into the atmosphere and over an extensive geographical area, including western Soviet Union, Europe and as far as eastern North America.

Large areas in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia were highly contaminated, leading to the evacuation and resettlement of over 336,000 people.

The 2005 report prepared by the Chernobyl Forum, led by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and World Health Organisation (WHO), attributed 56 direct deaths – 47 accident workers, and nine children with thyroid cancer – and estimated 4,000 extra deaths due to cancer among the approximately 600,000 most highly exposed and 5,000 among the six million living nearby.

Speaking on whether the reservation expressed by the world powers would affect Nigeria's nuclear energy ambition, Elegga said they were only concerned about safety issues which the country was trying hard to address.

“What everybody is worried about is the level of safety because the nuclear industry is highly regulated, just like the aviation sector.  It is highly regulated because one accident is too many and therefore everybody is particularly worried about our levels of preparedness, especially the regulatory authorities. They want to be sure that all uses, whether within the country or being transported in and out of the country, are appropriately provided for in terms of safety,” he said.

Elegba said Nigeria had made significant progress in the area of safety efforts, adding that the country had ratified the convention on nuclear safety which meant that “we are bound to comply with all the requirements for safety of nuclear installations in the country.  We are also a party to the convention of physical protection of nuclear materials and installation which makes it mandatory on us”. 

He said Nigeria was also reviewing her laws to make sure that adequate resources were made available to ensure safety and security of nuclear materials in the country.

The D-G said the target date for establishment of nuclear power plant would be determined after an agreement on the supply of the reactor had been reached with the producers.

“It is after an agreement has been signed with suppliers of nuclear reactors that NNRA can be in a position to issue licence as to where the plant can be sited as well as the design of the building,” he said.

According to him, part of the role of NNRA was to also issue licence for the commissioning and decommissioning of the nuclear power plant.

He said the lifespan of most nuclear power plants is usually 50 years, and the authority is empowered to ensure that adequate preparations are made on how to dismantle the nuclear facility at expiration.

The licence would stipulate among other conditions how to manage the radioactive wastes that come with it.

The D-G said the training programme was meant for front line officers from the various security organisations on safety and security of radioactive and nuclear materials.

Elegba explained that owing to the general concern on nuclear safety, NNRA was emphasising the need to have a Memorandum of Understanding with participating agencies so as to facilitate the integration of safety programmes into the curriculum of various training courses.

“We are working with the security agencies and organisations over the past seven years to ensure that radioactive sources imported, used or transported within the country are kept safe.  One of the responsibilities of NNRA is to help improve the competencies of these security organisations,” he said.

He said the first step was to provide them with adequate monitoring tools and then to have an MoU signed between them and NNRA, so that at the end of the day, nuclear safety would be part of the topics to be covered by the agencies in their training schools.
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Reuters: China calls for help on climate change

Sat Jun 28, 2008 2:55pm EDT

By Lucy Hornby

BEIJING (Reuters) - Addressing climate change head-on is in China's best interests, but it needs developed countries to do their fair share, President Hu Jintao said in a speech reported by the Xinhua news agency on Saturday.

Hu called on developed countries to step up efforts on emission reduction, and provide financial and technical support for developing countries.

China will participate in next month's Group of Eight meeting in Hokkaido, Japan, where climate change is top on the agenda. Countries are trying to set new targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions that will take effect after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Although China is the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases, on a per person basis it produces far less than many developed countries. Chinese negotiators also point out that the country is only just catching up after two centuries of industrialization in the West.

But Chinese policy makers are increasingly worried about the impact on China of global warming, which could dry up rivers that water the arid north and intensify flooding in the south. China also suffers from intensely polluted water and air.

"How we cope with climate change is related to the country's economic development and people's practical benefits. It's in line with the country's basic interests," Hu told a study session on climate change. The meeting was held on Friday by the political bureau of the central committee of China's ruling communist party.

"Our task is tough, and our time is limited. Party organizations and governments at all levels must give priority to emission reduction ... and drive the idea deep into people's hearts."

Hu urged organizations and companies to optimize energy use, recycle resources, increase forest coverage, explore water resources scientifically and strengthen international cooperation.

He called for enhancing China's ability to monitor, forecast and withstand extreme natural disasters brought by abnormal weather.

Already, flooding this summer has killed over 200 people across China, after an earthquake in Sichuan province in May left more than 80,000 dead or missing and millions homeless. Unusual rainfall could make this summers' flooding the worst in decades, the Sichuan meteorological bureau said on Friday.

Tropical storm Fengshan killed at least 15 people in Guangzhou and Jiangxi province after it came ashore on Wednesday and was downgraded from typhoon level. It killed hundreds in the Philippines last week.

Floodwaters released from a swollen reservoir in southern Guangdong province caused a 300-meter bridge in the Baiyun district of Guangzhou to collapse, Chinese media said on Saturday.

And a month of unusual rainfall in Beijing claimed three lives and injured eight people who were overcome by gases when they tried to unblock a flooded sewer in Miyun County.

(Editing by Mary Gabriel)
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AFP: Japan PM urges all major emitters to tackle climate change 

Sat Jun 28, 3:18 PM ET 

TOKYO (AFP) - Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda Saturday urged all major greenhouse gas emitters to tackle climate change as he sought to galvanise efforts ahead of July's G8 summit. 

"It is necessary for all major emitters to participate in efforts" to fight climate change, he said, speaking in front of lawmakers from the world's eight most industrialised nations as well as five major emerging economies.

Climate change "is a borderless problem. It will remain unresolved if only some countries participate, even if they do their best," he added at a forum on climate change where former British PM Tony Blair was also present.

Fukuda was speaking ahead of the July 7-9 G8 summit to be held in the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido, where climate change and global warming are expected to be major topics for discussion.

"At the Hokkaido summit I would like to deepen common recognition (with counterparts) over climate change and send out a powerful message that we will work together," he said.

Blair, who works with the non-profit Climate Group, also urged the world's biggest emitters to reach an agreement over a proposal presented during last year's G8 summit in Germany to halve global greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

"If you can't get agreement amongst the major countries you're not going to get an agreement," he said.

"But I think and hope we will this year get agreement on an essential shared vision around 2050. I believe that is possible," Blair added.

The G8 includes Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia and the United States.

Japan has also invited Australia, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, South Korea and South Africa to a parallel summit on climate change on July 9.

Back to Menu
________________________________________________________________________

AFP: UN chief urges Japan to take lead on tackling climate change 

by Hiroshi Hiyama Sun Jun 29, 4:40 AM ET 

KYOTO (AFP) - UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged Japan Sunday to take a greater lead in the fight against climate change, as the nation prepares to host next month's Group of Eight summit. 

In a speech at Kyoto University, Ban said Japan, the world's second largest economy and a leader in green technology, had a "moral and political responsibility" to play a bigger role in tackling climate change.

Japan should share its environmental technology with other nations to help reduce their levels of greenhouse gases which cause climate change, as well as help setup active trading schemes for carbon emissions, Ban said.

"Japan can play a leadership role in realizing the potentials of these market-based mechanisms, now and in the future," Ban said in Kyoto, where the landmark protocol on combating greenhouse gases was forged.

"For technology, Japan has been a leading country in technological innovation," he said, encouraging Japanese businesses to share their knowledge and skills with the rest of the world.

"Therefore, you have a political and moral responsibility to do that."

"As the number two economic power, Japan has again moral and political responsibility in actively participating in financial mechanisms" to fight climate change.

The UN chief gave the address ahead of the G8 summit in the northern Japanese resort town of Toyako from July 7-9 when climate change is set to be among the top issues on the agenda.

On the eve of his departure on the two-week, three-nation Asian tour, Ban said he would press the G8 leaders at their summit to tackle the world food crisis, climate change and the flagging fight against global poverty.

Ban will join the G8 leaders during the outreach sections of the meet.

Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, whom Ban will meet on Monday, previously said the summit will not set a mid-term goal on slashing emissions, while stressing the need to agree on some goal on climate change.

Ban called on world leaders to work harder and closely to tackle the issue, saying political will was lacking, not technology and resources.

"This global (climate) change requires global response. That is why I have been trying to galvanize political will," he said, adding that technologies are available to cut global emissions by half by 2050.

"We have resources. We have technologies. But largely lacking is the political will at the level of leaders."

Ban reminded his audience of the importance of a 2007 agreement reached in Bali, which drafted an action plan that set a 2009 deadline for a new treaty to cut greenhouse gas emissions after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Officials will aim to conclude the ambitious and complex pact in December 2009 in Copenhagen.

He also praised Japan's aim to try to slash its own emission levels.

"Japan has indicated that it might reduce emissions by 14 percent from the current level by the year 2020. Today, I call on Japan to provide further leadership in developing an even more far reaching proposal," said Ban. 

Ban will remain in Japan until July 1, meeting Fukuda, Foreign Minister Masahiko Komura and Emperor Akihito as part of his visit. 

He will then visit China and South Korea before returning to Japan for the summit.
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Time Magazine: Blair Campaigns for Climate Action 

By BRYAN WALSH/TOKYO Sun Jun 29, 10:10 AM ET 

There's no clear game plan for the afterlives of former national leaders. Some build houses and make peace (Jimmy Carter), some try to stay in the political game (Bill Clinton) and some just disappear on the golf course (Gerald Ford). But former British Prime Minister Tony Blair is taking a different tack. Since he left 10 Downing Street a year ago, Blair has spent much of his time in Jerusalem, working to broker a new peace deal in the Middle East. As if trying to untangle the world's most intractable diplomatic knot didn't keep him busy enough, Blair has also set his sights on solving another insolvable problem during his retirement: climate change.

On Friday in Japan, where the G8 summit of global leaders will convene next week, Blair released a global warming report titled "Breaking the Climate Deadlock" that he'd helped guide with the Climate Group, a London-based environmental NGO. The study plots a roadmap for international climate negotiations between now and the end of 2009, when the world's nations will meet in Copenhagen to hammer out a successor to the Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012. More than 10 years after the Protocol was signed, the world is still has yet to achieve a fairer and more effective climate deal - even as the scientific consensus on global warming has darkened considerably. Politics haven't caught up with climatology.

Blair's choice of venues wasn't an accident - global warming is likely to be high on the agenda at the G8, where leaders from the world's biggest economies, along with representatives from major developing nations like China and India, will try to set a long-term goal for reducing global greenhouse gas emissions. Speaking in Tokyo, Blair urged world leaders to commit to cutting global carbon emissions 50% by 2050 - including developing nations, which have no obligations under Kyoto - and paving the way toward a firm interim target for cuts by developed nations by 2020. Without near-term goals, a promise to cut emissions four decades in the future is virtually meaningless. But for years many developed nations - most significantly but not solely the U.S. - have been reluctant to fix themselves to carbon caps while major developing nations remain unbound to any commitments. China and India, however, refuse to consider carbon-cutting action that could slow their exploding economic growth. Hence the climate deadlock - an appropriate word - the former Prime Minister has set himself to break. "Now is the moment to get serious about a solution," Blair said in a speech Friday. "Such a solution has to be global."

Speaking to TIME after his speech, Blair - who put climate change high on the G8's agenda when he hosted the 2005 summit in Gleneagles - was characteristically optimistic. "When I began this process in 2005, the issue was one of political will," he said. "But the world has woken up. The question is not, what is the problem, but what is the solution?" In a way, Blair is right. From San Antonio to Shanghai, ordinary people, business leaders and politicians are worried about climate change. They're afraid, and they want something done about it. Even the long recalcitrant U.S. has come around, with both presidential candidates supporting significant climate action (though Democratic Senator Barack Obama promises to go much further), and states like California stepping ahead of the curve. What remains to be done is simply punching through an equitable climate deal for the world, then letting the magic of energy efficiency, renewable power and avoided deforestation take us to a low-carbon world. It's a framework that Blair and the Climate Group lay out well in their report. "Once you agree to a global target and a shared vision, you can identify the key building blocks for a new economy and move towards a new world," he said.

The world can agree on a problem - it can even agree on what a solution might look like - but that doesn't mean it's ready to act together, as Blair hopes. We're likely to see just how far apart we remain from global consensus at next week's G8 summit in Hokkaido. Developing nations know that climate change is their problem too, but they'll still bargain hard to ensure that rich nations bear most of the burden. The developed world is far from united - though E.U. nations have already committed to at least a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 (compared to 1990 levels), the U.S. and oil-rich Canada remain reluctant to tie themselves down. (President George W. Bush recently pledged to cap the growth in U.S. emissions by 2025 - a goal that's not even in the same galaxy as that of his European counterparts.) Host nation Japan, the most energy-efficient big country in the world, is struggling to meet its Kyoto caps and is backing away from hard targets. Countries can't even agree on which year to employ as a baseline for emission reductions: 1990, which was used for the Kyoto Protocol, or a more recent year. No one is speaking the same language. "You have a clear split between the European and the non-European G8 nations," says Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy for the Union of Concerned Scientists. "That makes it unlikely we'll get any specific agreement for 2020, which makes it unlikely developing nations will agree to specific targets for 2050."

Meanwhile, the world melts - scientists recently warned there was a chance that the North Pole could be briefly ice-free this summer, an astonishing possibility. The longer you spend reporting on climate change, the less likely it seems that our political systems are capable of crafting a commensurate response. Maybe we lack the ability to plan so far in ahead. In the U.S., the talk today is of gas prices, not global warming, and the first serious attempt at a federal carbon cap recently went fell in an embarrassing defeat in the Senate. Present fears overwhelm us, something Blair should know well - his Gleneagles G8 summit in 2005 was meant to focus on development and climate change, but it was instead dominated by the London bombings, which had occurred a few days earlier.

Blair seems resolute to meet the climate challenge, and he has the right ideas. "If you've got children, you want them to grow up in a world that doesn't have catastrophic climate change," he said. But after a few more months of hitting his head against the climate wall, he might want to spend his retirement years working on something a bit easier. Like Mideast peace. View this article on Time.com
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AFP: Toxic legacy: Scientists ponder task of labelling nuclear waste 

by Jerome Cartillier 44 minutes ago 

PARIS (AFP) - How will "DANGER!" be written 5,000 years from now? How will it be written in 50,000 years? 

Finding an answer to these questions may not seem like a Code Red emergency to most people.

But for a growing cadre of scientists, figuring out how to alert our distant descendants to perilous nuclear waste entombed hundreds of metres (feet) below ground has become a fascinating task.

After more than six decades, high-level nuclear detritus is piling up above ground, and governments are starting to spend billions on underground facilities intended to survive tens of thousands and hopefully hundreds of thousands of years.

That means there is an emerging interest in choosing the right signs and language to warn people of a stockpile that could be deadly, as well as a potential source of military nuclear proliferation -- or even a source of fuel, if future technology can recycle it.

Languages evolve fast -- the English of the 11th century bears scant resemblance to the English of the 21st -- and places of human settlement also come and go, shaped by war, climate change and other forces.

Words not only change, they also die out. Today's dead languages include those that, in their halcyon days, belonged to the world's most advanced civilisations.

It took decades to unlock the meaning of Egyptian hieroglyphs only a few thousand years old, and Mayan symbols of even more recent vintage remain a mystery to this day.

So, for humans many generations hence, the major languages, customs and symbols of today may be indecipherable, even though the threat from casks of plutonium- or caesium-tainted waste will still be lethal.

Simply installing a red-lettered sign warning our descendants to steer clear of a deep chamber will not be enough. To those in the future, it might be taken as meaning: "Hey! Dig here! Treasure below!"

Tom Peake of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) says the search for a solution encompasses many areas, including semiotics (the study of signs), linguistics, history and anthropology.

"The need to address the disposal of nuclear waste and its long-term potential hazard has been the impetus for research into long-term memory," he explains.

In the United States, researchers at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP), a nuclear waste dump for the military in the New Mexico desert, envisage crafting gigantic blocks of stone engraved with symbols designed to last for thousands of years.

These will be supported by "information in multiple languages in multiple media" to try to convey the potential danger, said Peake.

In Europe, though, a strong current of thinking is that future waste sites should somehow be integrated into human society so that the warnings are transmitted from generation to generation.

"We must not create installations that are totally cut off from society," Claude Pescatore, a specialist on waste management at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development's (OECD's) Nuclear Energy Agency.

"Disposal facilities can be made part of the fabric of the community rather than operated in isolation from it -- such integration can contribute to, rather than undermine, safety," he said.

He and others argue that civil society should become the cultural custodians of such sites, generating a written and oral tradition to pass along a constant "danger" message in an evolving world. 

In this context, France's National Agency for the Management of Nuclear Waste (ANDRA) is experimenting with non-verbal images etched in "permanent" paper designed to last a millennium. 

The approach is inspired by the illuminated manuscripts of the Middle Ages, which survived because they were rendered on durable animal-skin parchment and also were an artistic treasure. 

"If a document is going to succeed in extending the boundaries of memory, it has to be attractive," explains Patrick Charton, in charge of sustainable development at ANDRA. 

For opponents of nuclear energy, the debate on long-term memory is a distraction from the more urgent goal of curbing or halting nuclear development. 

As oil prices continue their vertiginous climb, nuclear power is enjoying a renaissance. 

But even if the world switched to other forms of energy tomorrow, said Charton, we would still be confronted by the same questions. Storage of highly active, long-term waste is set to start within two decades in at least four countries: the United States, Japan, France and Finland. 

"We have to deal with all the radioactive waste that has already been produced -- and that will continue to be produced -- by existing reactors, so the problem of memory is here to stay," said Charton.

Back to Menu
________________________________________________________________________

AFP: Whale lovers and hunters still at odds as ICW meet closes 

Sat Jun 28, 3:29 PM ET 

SANTIAGO (AFP) - The International Whaling Commission ended its annual meeting Friday leaving unchanged both its long-standing row over commercial whaling and Japan's "scientific" hunting quota of 1,000 whales. 

The divided, 80-nation IWC also sidestepped a proposal for a whale sanctuary in the South Atlantic, and instead agreed to create a 24-nation working group to recommend solutions ahead of next year's meeting in Portugal's Madeira island.

The commission was yet again unable to bridge the gap between member states opposed to whale hunting and those -- chiefly Iceland, Japan and Norway -- in favor. Japan is threatening to leave the ICW unless it lifts a 22-year ban on commercial whale hunting.

Reactions to the end of the week-long meeting echoed the controversy.

The United States' ICW representative William Hogarth said he was "very pleased" at the outcome, especially the creation of the working group.

He said it was important to "look ahead" to working together, and hoped all would be resolved by next year.

Latin American conservationists were also pleased.

"If conservationists and whalers decided to sit together at a table and look for a solution, it could be they won't find it, but we cannot give up trying," said the group's representative and Chile's ICW delegate Cristian Maquieira.

Japan was more pessimistic.

"The world is witnessing the death of an international organization," Japan's delegate Glenn Inwood told AFP.

He said the ICW must either disappear or be reborn as an organization "that manages sustainable whale hunting."

Inwood said that, in the meantime, Japan would continue with its scientific or "lethal research" -- an ICW loophole that allows it to kill some 1,000 whales a year.

The United States, France, Britain, Australia, Brazil and New Zealand are among the group of ICW member nations that strongly oppose commercial whaling.

The ICW working group will also study a proposal by the "Buenos Aires Group" -- Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru and Uruguay -- to establish an ocean domain in the South Atlantic where whale hunting is always prohibited and whale-watching tourism encouraged.

Greenland had also sought permission at the meeting to add 10 humpback whales to its annual subsistence hunting quota, but was voted down.

In 1986, the IWC imposed a worldwide moratorium on commercial whaling, which allows a limited number of whales to be killed only for research purposes.

It relaxed this ban in 1992, allowing some commercial hunting of minke whales. But in subsequent years Iceland and Norway have ignored the ban and resumed commercial whaling.

ICW resolutions must be approved by 75 percent of its members.
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Reuters: Foreigners Threaten Endangered Afghan Snow Leopards 
AFGHANISTAN: June 30, 2008

KABUL - Afghanistan's snow leopards have barely survived three decades of war. But now the few remaining mountain leopards left in Afghanistan face another threat -- foreigners involved in rebuilding the war-torn country. 

Despite a complete hunting ban across Afghanistan since 2002, snow leopard furs regularly end up for sale on international military bases and at tourist bazaars in the capital. Foreigners have ready cash to buy the pelts as souvenirs and impoverished Afghans break poaching laws to supply them. 
Tucked between souvenir stores on Chicken Street, Kabul's main tourist trap, several shops sell fur coats and pelts taken from many of Afghanistan's threatened and endangered animals. 
"This one is only US$300," one shopkeeper told Reuters, producing a snow leopard pelt from the back of his shop. 
"It was shot several times," he said pointing to the patches of fur sewn together. "The better ones are only shot once. The skin remains intact," he says as his assistant brings out a larger pelt, this time with no patches. "This one is US$900." 
All the shopkeepers said they had more pelts at home and that they had sold furs to foreigners over the past few weeks. 
Asked if it was easy to send the furs back home, one shopkeeper who did not want to be named said: "No problem! We hide the fur inside blankets and send it back to your country." 
Snow leopards along with several other animals in Afghanistan are listed as endangered or threatened under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). Anyone caught knowingly transporting a fur across an international border is liable to a large fine. In the United States, it could result in a US$100,000 fine and one year jail term. 
It is hard to know the exact numbers of snow leopards left in Afghanistan due to the creatures' elusive nature and the lack of any case studies during the last three decades of conflict, said Dr. Peter Smallwood, Afghanistan country director for the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS). 
But what is known is that the snow leopard is endangered. 
"If you look historically at Afghanistan, Afghanistan actually had more big cat species than the entire continent of Africa," said Clayton Miller, Environmental Advisor to the US Embassy in Kabul. 
"Now the only cat species that is not on the threatened and endangered species list is the domestic cat. 
Destruction of infrastructure, movements of refugees, modern weaponry, extreme poverty and a lack of law enforcement together with drought and deforestation are just some of the factors that have devastated Afghanistan's flora and fauna. 
There are now only between 100 to 200 snow leopards estimated to be left in Afghanistan. In comparison, Bhutan has the same number but has three times less the area of habitat. 
The estimated number of snow leopards in the wild worldwide is between 3,500 and 7000, according to the International Snow Leopard Trust (ISLT). 

CRACKING DOWN ON FOREIGNERS 
Snow leopards in Afghanistan mainly inhabit the extreme northeast of the country in particular the remote sliver of land called the Wakhan Corridor which separates Tajikistan from Pakistan and extends all the way to China. 
The mountainous Wakhan is sparsely populated by humans but is a vital link for the snow leopard. 
"The Wakhan is a critical area because ... you're going to get snow leopards going between Tajikistan, Pakistan and China through the Wakhan valley, so it's a key, key area. Its importance far outweighs its physical size," Smallwood said. 
When the US embassy's Miller first moved to Afghanistan he discovered a widespread practice of selling endangered animal parts to foreigners. 
"There were threatened and endangered species being marketed to international personnel, not only military but aid mission folks and anybody visiting the bazaar," said Miller. 
In a bid to stop poaching of snow leopards, the US embassy and the WCS targeted the buyers. 
"We decided that one of the quickest ways of trying to address this issue was to go after the demand. The only individuals that are actually able to purchase these things were internationals," Miller told Reuters. 
Snow leopard pelts can sell for up to US$1500, well beyond the means of most Afghans. 
Since August last year, Miller and the WCS have been educating military and civilian staff, in particular those in charge of mail services, on how to recognise endangered and threatened animal furs as well as conducting "raids" on US military bases. 
The raids have yielded products from endangered species including snow leopards, said Miller, but he stressed the US military was very "cooperative" in trying to combat the trade. 
Within two weeks of their first training session on a US base just outside Kabul, the military had managed to "virtually eliminate" any trade of these products on the base, he said. 
Local traders who offer their wares on military bases are issued with a warning if they are caught selling the furs and are barred from returning if caught again. 
Because of the structured nature of the military, said Smallwood, it is easier to get the message delivered. 
"The harder part is trying to deliver the message to the rest of the international community, which we're working on," he said. 
But the threats to the snow leopard still remain. 
"With numbers this low I wouldn't want to say ...if we just fix this problem the rest is fine. All of these problems need to be dealt with. Losing 10 animals could be as much as 10 percent of the population," Smallwood said. 
(Editing by Megan Goldin) 

Story by Jonathon Burch 
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AFP: Eco-tourism: Where green and greenbacks come together

3 hours ago
PARIS (AFP) — Flip through a travel brochure, and you're likely to see pictures of sun and sand in Southeast Asia, of luxury lodges in the Serengeti, of scuba diving in the bejewelled coral reefs of the Caribbean.

What the brochure won't reveal, though, is tourism's dirty little secret: the environmental cost of your trip.

That beach in Thailand may once have housed precious mangroves, which were ripped up to make way for your hotel.

To provide you with a piping-hot shower and tempting meal after a safari, your Serengeti lodge may be tapping into precious water supplies, dumping waste in exchange and paying your waiter just a dollar a day.

And to get you to the Caribbean, your plane will spew out tonnes of carbon pollution, thus stoking the global warming which is killing the very corals you want to enjoy.

This is where eco-tourism comes in.

One of the fastest-expanding and well-heeled sectors of the travel industry, eco-tourism aims at serving the growing numbers of people who want to see exotic sights, rare wildlife and remote cultures, but feel guilty about the footprint they will leave.

"About 70 million people each year travel to places with fragile eco-systems and cultures under what you might call eco-tourism," Tensie Whelan, executive director of the green group Rainforest Alliance, told AFP.

According to the Washington-based group The International Ecotourism Society (TIES), global eco-tourism has been expanding at rates of between 20 and 34 percent a year since 1990 -- and in 2004, the business grew three times faster than the tourism sector as a whole.

The typical eco-tourist is likely to be an experienced traveller aged 40-plus with higher education and in the top earning brackets, says TIES.

The Worldwatch Institute, a US green group, defines eco-tourism as "responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the welfare of local people."

Under this broad umbrella comes a wide range of activities. They can operate on a scale that ranges from the personal to the mass market, and their green benefit is highly variable.

Projects include tiny groups of people who accompany conservationists into the Amazon to document wildlife or who are given a close-up look at chimpanzees in ancient forests in Africa.

At the other end of the numbers scale, South Africa's well-run National Parks plough fees from visitors into sustaining and policing the reserve.

Energy efficiency, water conservation, transport and renewable resources are big features in eco-tourism. Asking environmentally-sensitive guests to re-use their towels is not enough.

To win credibility with this upscale, demanding slice of the market, hotels and lodges have to offer such things low-flush toilets, bicycle hire, solar-powered water heating and solar-powered electricity, intelligent lighting or air conditioning panels.

Many pledge donations to preserve the local nature reserve or promise to help the local community with good jobs or locally-sourced materials.

Another inducement in eco-tourism is carbon "offsets" to compensate for the pollution of the client's holiday. "Offsets" are schemes by which a polluter buys into a project elsewhere that will compensate for the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) resulting from his trip.

For instance, a 10,000-kilometre (6,000-mile) flight would emit around 1.5 tonnes of CO2. An "offset" to counterbalance this, such as planting trees or investing in cleaner energy in the Third World, would cost around 27 dollars at present prices.

The rise of eco-tourism has in turn spurred fears that it can be exploited cynically as greenwash, masking projects that are environmentally destructive and culturally erosive.

Tricia Barnett of the British campaign group Tourism Concern complains there are more than 400 certification schemes for eco-tourism around the world, a good many of which are simply "good marketing."

"You can go to a tented encampment in Zambia or somewhere and find that you have porcelaine toilets fitted in. Those are the people who say their projects are eco-tourism, when it's really about making a niche product."

Neel Inamdar, an expert with the US group Conservation International, agrees that the issue of classification "is a major problem," as there is no universally accepted definition of sustainable tourism.

From next year, though, a panel comprising non-profit groups, UN agencies and conservationists will take the first steps towards establishing a global label.

Whelan, whose group, the Rainforest Alliance, has joined with Conservation International and others in the certification scheme, says travel cannot be ignored and the only option is to coax it into greenness.

"There's always going to be mass tourism," she said. "The question is: do you allow cheap mass tourism that's going to be very destructive, or do you try to change that mass tourism?" 
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UN in the News

UN: Climate change creating "climate refugees"

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Climate change is forcing people around the world to leave their villages or even their countries because of the increased frequency of floods and droughts and the re-emergence of diseases, General Assembly President Srgjan Kerim said on Tuesday. "The topic of climate refugees is no longer a concept – it is a sad fact," Mr. Kerim told the first annual meeting of the Global Humanitarian Forum, held in Geneva, according to a statement released in Accra by the UN Information Centre in Accra. He said the impact of global warming was already so intense that it was altering the lives of the world's most vulnerable people, calling for "a global alliance for action" to devise solutions to the problems raised by climate change. "Each nation, each city, each town, each community and individual has a stake," he said, stressing that climate change affected nearly every aspect of human activity, including the environment, health, migration, energy, good governance, security and economic development. During his statement to the Forum, Mr. Kerim also highlighted the work of the 192-member General Assembly this year on climate change, including the debate earlier this month between Member States and financial institutions on the role that p rivate investments can play in tackling the problem. Mr. Kerim, who is on the first leg of an official visit to four European countries, held talks yesterday in Bern with Swiss President Pascal Couchepin, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs Michael Ambuehl and parliamentarians. The discussions focused on UN reform, the global food crisis and climate change. The Assembly President heads to Liechtenstein tomorrow and then Austria and Ital y for the final legs of his trip.

General Environment News

Kenya initiates energy reforms to bolster power generation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenya government has initiated comprehensive reforms in the energy sector to accelerate electrification and ensure its 'wananchi' have access to electricity at an affordable cost, President Kibaki said here today. Kibaki, made the call when he opened the 16th Congress of the Union of Producers, Transporters and Distributors of Electric Power in Africa here. He said a Rural Electrification Authority had also been established to spearhead and fast-track electricity access to rural areas. "In addition, two new companies, one for geothermal development and another for power transmission development are in the process of being established to complete critical energy sector reforms as articulated in Kenya's policy paper, Sessional Paper Number 4 of 2004," he said. He said his Government was reinforcing good governance across the entire government institutions and agencies through performance contracting, saying this was intended to improve performance by rewarding good performance and discouraging poor performance. To meet the demand for power in Kenya which is projected to rise exponentially as the Government implements the strategic economic growth blueprint – Kenya Vision 2030, the Kenya Electricity Generation Company (KenGen) is expected to increase energy production by 2,000 Mega Watts over the next 10 years. He pointed out that about 85 per cent of this new capacity was planned to come from renewable sources such as Geothermal, which are friendly to the environment. Similarly, the national transmitter and distributor, Kenya Power and Lighting Company, is investing more in transmission and distribution infrastructure. "I am glad to note that the steps we have taken in the last few years have resulted in tremendous improvements in electricity connectivity across the country." "I am therefore happy to see that you have chosen 'the realization of access to electricity for all our people,' as the theme of this Congress," the President said. "This is important because accountability, efficiency, transparency and integrity are key to the viability of any investments in the energy sector," the President said. He called for a deliberate drive towards increasing power generation capacities. He challenged heads of African institutions of power generation, transmission and distribution to expand the power infrastructure, increase efficiency, demonstrate commitment and live up to the values of the basic tenets of good governance.

Création d'une agence de développement des biocarburants au Mali
Bamako, Mali (PANA) - Le gouvernement du Mali vient de créer une Agence nationale de développement des biocarburants qui sera chargée de la mise en œuvre de la stratégie du pays dans le développement des biocarburants sur la période 2008-2023, a appris la PANA de source officielle. Cette agence, indique-t-on, a pour but de remplacer 10% de gasoil et de DDO par l'huile de pourghère pendant la première phase (2008-2013), 15% pendant la deuxième phase (2014-2018) et 20% pendant la troisième phase (2019-2023). Quant à l'éthanol, il est prévu de maintenir la production à 25 millions de litres par an pendant toute la période. La stratégie nationale pour le développement des biocarburants, qui s'inscrit dans ce cadre, vise à accroître la production locale d'énergie par le développement des biocarburants en vue de fournir à moindre coût de l'énergie pour satisfaire les besoins socio-économiques du pays. Pour atteindre ces objectifs, la stratégie est basée sur des principes et des orientations portant sur la recherche et le développement, le renforcement des capacités des acteurs, la création de conditions favorables aux investissements dans les biocarburants et l'approche participative. Au Mali, l'offre et la demande d'énergie sont principalement dominées par le bois de feu et le charbon de bois qui représentent environ 80 % et couvrent essentiellement les besoins domestiques. La totalité de ces combustibles provient des forêts avec environ 6 millions de tonnes par an. Ce qui accélère la dégradation de l'environnement et la désertification. Les hydrocarbures qui sont importés en totalité ne représentent que 16%, l'électricité 4% et les énergies renouvelables moins de 1%. Concernant l'électricité, le taux d'accès reste faible avec 16% en 2007 à l'échelle nationale et 7% en milieu rural. Ce bilan, en deçà de l'énorme potentiel énergétique dont dispose le pays, a amené le gouvernement à adopter une politique énergétique nationale qui vise le développement du secteur de l'énergie à travers la promotion des énergies renouvelables et des biocarburants, notamment l'huile de pourghère et l'éthanol de canne à sucre. Dans ce cadre, il est prévu l'accroissement de la production végétale de base des biocarburants, l'érection d'infrastructures artisanales et industrielles de production, de transformation et de distribution de biocarburants.

Uganda: Underground Water Resources Getting Depleted
New Vision (Kampala): Asuman Manini grew up knowing water was free, and getting it was a woman's job. But today the only borehole in his village, which was serving about 1,000 people, has dried up. As a result, he has to buy water at a cost of sh500 daily, an amount that is not easy to get in his Kanazi village, located in Kyabibwa sub-county, Rakai district.  "It is costly to access water in this village," he says. "The scarcity of water has crippled this village because it is now harder to survive without money." Binaleta Nakabugo, 48, who lives in the nearby Namata village, no longer has enough time for cultivation, because she and her children spend hours looking for water.
She says hand pumps such as shallow water wells and deep wells (bore holes) installed years back are no longer helpful. "Most of the water sources are only useful in the rainy season because they run out of water in the dry spell," says Nakabugo. "In the rainy season there is plenty of water, but during the dry season water becomes scarce." For instance, the hand pump in her village was dry from July to October last year. In the meantime, people had to walk five kilometres to fetch water from River Ruizi, which had also dried up due to drought. "People would have to dig deep holes in the dry river bed and then clean water would slowly appear and accumulate over time," says Nakabugo. "We would then use a smaller container to scoop it out and fill the bigger jerrycans." Amos Sebyala, the water and health inspector in charge of the area, fears it might result in diarrhoeal diseases as people resort to dirty water. "They sometimes have no option, but to share dams with cattle," he says. Whereas data was not available on how many boreholes had dried up, Saturday Vision has established that it is a wider problem affecting many districts. Sebyala attributes it to the fact that underground water is getting depleted. "The environment has been battered," he says. "People have been cutting down trees relentlessly, but now they are waking up with a crisis on their hands." To make matters worse, the wetlands, which have been acting as a store of water, are also being reclaimed at an alarming rate. Maria Mutagamba, the environment minister, says this development might undermine the Government's intention to provide safe and clean water by 2015, as stipulated in the Millennium Development Goals. Recently, the minister carried out an assessment in Kikandwa, Mubende district and found that out of 70 boreholes, only three had water. This depletion of underground water has been confirmed by hydrologists. In Rukungiri district, the water table (level of underground water) has been declining by two and half meters annually, according to a report authored by Dr. Callist Tindimugaya, commissioner in charge of water monitoring and regulation. Mutagamba says the interim solution is to dig boreholes deeper than they used to. "We have been installing boreholes that are between 60 meters and 80 meters deep, but now we are considering recommending between 80meters and 100 meters," she says. http://allafrica.com/stories/200806300179.html
Southern Africa: SADC Loses Billions to Illicit Fishing

New Era (Windhoek): The Southern African region loses US$1 billion yearly, through illegal fishing activities. The figure has drawn attention to the enormity of the problem and has provided the name for the forthcoming conference "The Billion Dollar Treasure Hunt" - a SADC Marine Fisheries Ministerial Conference to stop illegal fishing.  Namibia will host the three-day conference in the capital starting next Wednesday. The Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Dr “We will demonstrate our political will as a region of ministers responsible for fisheries," Iyambo told journalists in the capital yesterday. He stated that illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing distorts fisheries statistics and trade, thus sabotaging management decisions. "This destructive activity also undermines fish conservation efforts and sustainability regimes. The developing countries are the key victims due to a lack of protective instruments," he added. Heads of State and Governments on August 14, 2001, signed the SADC Protocol on Fisheries and to date it has been ratified by nine member states, making it enforceable within the region. The overall objective of the protocol is to promote responsible and sustainable use of the living aquatic resources and aquatic ecosystems of interest to state parties. Iyambo said IUU fishing violates everything that the SADC Protocol on Fisheries stands for, including elements of responsibility, fair trade, livelihoods of fishing communities, economic opportunities of affected resource owners, poverty alleviation efforts and food security at large. The minister said it is therefore an obligation that SADC protects its fishing resources by fighting IUU. Major areas, which will be focused on include improved national fisheries capability and capacity, regional collaboration, cooperation and communication, engagement of all those involved in the chain of custody and strengthening fisheries governance. http://allafrica.com/stories/200806270851.html
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UNEP or UN in the news

Asian Cities Back Climate-friendly Future

Bangkok, (ANTARA News) - Asian cities last Thursday agreed to address climate change and to join forces to become climate-friendly beacons within the region.

Mayors and delegates from Bangkok, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Albay, Phnom Penh, Vientiane, Luang Prabang, Beijing, Delhi and Fukuoka met to discuss boosting city-level planning to tackle the impacts and emissions linked with rising greenhouse gases.

"While we realize that global warming will have costly implications for cities, we also know that many of the sectors that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions are also concentrated in cities. What we do at city level and collectively will contribute to addressing what is a serious problem facing all of us today," said Apirak Kosayodhin, Governor of Bangkok. 

Buildings, transport, and industry, all concentrated in urban zones, are among the key sectors that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions. These emissions have increased by 70 percent between 1970 and 2004, with emissions from the transport sector growing at more than 120 percent, while the buildings sector emissions have grown by 75 percent. 

"A large majority of cities today are located on the coast. With sea-level rise, these cities are vulnerable to floods, which will put homes and infrastructure at risk. Frequent weather changes and extreme weather events will also affect agricultural output and lead to food shortages in cities. At city level, we will have to do what we can to adapt to these changes," said Hiroshi Nishimiya, Deputy Regional Director, United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. 

The delegates discussed cooperation to support innovative policies and measures, including promotion of energy efficient and clean technologies in key urban economic sectors. 

"There are a number of options that we can consider but we now have to move beyond these measures and ensure adaptation measures are taken into account in existing land use planning, infrastructure design and disaster risk reduction strategies," Governor Apirak added. 

The Bangkok Declaration on Climate Change was endorsed during the `ASEAN+6 City Forum on Climate Change`, which was organized by the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority (BMA), the United Nations Environment Programme, and other partners. 

The Bangkok Assessment Report on Climate Change will be released later this year. A Manual for Development of National and City Assessment Reports on Climate Change, prepared with leading experts from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in the region, is also underway. 

http://www.antara.co.id/en/arc/2008/6/28/asian-cities-back-climate-friendly-future/
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Hindu fanatics giving Kashmiris’ uprising communal colour

Toronto, June 29, (KMS): Toronto based Kashmiri liberation leader, Farooq Siddiqi has warned Indian fundamentalist organizations to desist from making communal gestures towards Kashmiris.

Farooq Siddiqi said that the present uprising was not based on communal nature as was being portrayed by Indian Hindu fanatics. “We tolerate and respect the religious beliefs and have always shown our centuries old culture of hospitality, which is the strength of our culture and should not be taken as a weakness,” he added.

Farooq Siddiqi maintained that while Kashmiris welcome and protect the devotees from India to Amarnath cave every year, they expect that the pilgrims reciprocate by safeguarding the environment and culture of the occupied territory. He pointed out that unmanageable influx of Hindu devotees to Kashmir every year and continued presence of seven hundred thousand Indian armed forces have damaged the environment of the occupied territory.

Farooq Siddiqi appealed to the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) to take immediate notice of this environmental abuse and act within its mandate to make International arrangements to enhance environmental protection of occupied Kashmir.

http://kmsnews.org/news/hindu-fanatics-giving-kashmiris%E2%80%99-uprising-communal-colour 
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Spotlight: 15 years to our first nuclear power plant

IS Malaysia capable of going nuclear? 

The answer is yes, if there's political will.

If the government could train experts and map suitable sites for nuclear plants some 40 years ago, industry experts can't see why it cannot be done today.

Despite having to play catch-up in many areas due to the years lost, not everything is lost.

It's not too late for Malaysia to pick up from where we left off, says Associate Professor Dr Muhamad Samudi Yasir.

"If we start from scratch, from commissioning the project to making it into working nuclear, I'll say we need about 15 years. And that's a conservative projection."

But first, a clear policy spelling out what needs to be done ought to be put in place and legislations drawn up.

Malaysia can adopt IAEA's guidelines and modify them to suit local needs.

The public should also be equipped with the right information.

Negative perceptions on nuclear power come most often from misinformation, says Samudi. 

According to Malaysian Nuclear Agency, public acceptance is centred on four risk perceptions -- nuclear power plant safety and accident risks, power plant siting, waste management and disposal, and threat of nuclear weapons proliferation.

Despite claims of public fatalities due to radiation exposure, an authoritative UN report in 2000 concluded that there is no scientific evidence of any significant radiation-related health effects to most people exposed.

This was confirmed in a 2005-06 study by several international agencies, including WHO, United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the IAEA.

After obtaining the green light from the public, the next step is to rebuild the manpower.

It's necessary for experienced professionals in TNB to undergo training to be capable of building up a division to design, build and operate a nuclear station, says A. Ramanath a former deputy general manager at NEB. 

"Their first job will be to identify a nuclear reactor suitable for our country, design the system, select the site, construct the station and eventually operate and maintain it."

The team should be familiar with the consultants who have designed and supervised the constructions of the power reactors.

They must also know the different types of fuel available in the market, the constraints imposed by the supplier of specific fuels, and how to handle nuclear waste properly.

Jamal Khaer Ibrahim says the country can still seek the expertise of the pool of human capital developed in early 1970s.

"This pool of human capital in nuclear technology can serve as the nucleus for developing a larger pool of expertise. 

"The lead time required for this human capital development is estimated to be about 10 years."

In selecting a suitable site, the government must meet IAEA requirements and aspects of laws which cover the storage of nuclear materials and wastes.

It's not necessary for plants to be built far away from human civilisation, says Samudi, as they are clean and pose very little threat of an exposure.

Countries like Japan and the Netherlands have them just outside the municipality.

"Japan is very prone to earthquake, but it didn't stop them. They imported the technology from Britain, developed their skills gradually, and are now selling their technology. 

"They are the only country in the world which has experienced atomic bombing, but they look forward to the positive application of nuclear." 

Essential factors like population densities, geological faults, flooding, effluent dispersal system, and possible contamination of the environment, must also be considered.

There are a few different types of reactors such as the boiling water reactor system and the pressurised water reactor as used in the USA and the Candu (Canada Deuterium Uranium) system which uses natural uranium as its main fuel. 

The Candu reactor can be designed to utilise thorium, a by-product from tin tailings. As Malaysia has been exporting thorium from its tin tailings for years, this metal could be conserved and utilised in this type of reactor system.

Harnessing nuclear power seems to be a relatively easy task for Malaysia, who has had the groundwork laid out before, but Samudi warns against rushing into it.

"We cannot put this up overnight. It's something that takes years of consideration and planning. 

"There's no fast implementation when it comes to nuclear."

http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Sunday/Focus/2279318/Article/index_html 
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IT waste a 'major challenge' to human health: UNEP

NUSA DUA (AFP) -- Millions of discarded mobile phones and computers are posing a ""major challenge"" to human health, the chief of the United Nations Environment Program said on Thursday. 

Achim Steiner told a UN conference on waste management on the Indonesian resort island of Bali that 20 million mobile phones were thrown away each year in China. 

Meanwhile, the global number of personal computers was expected to double to two billion by 2015. 

""The rapid growth and rapid redundancy of all this equipment ... represents a major challenge to the international community in terms of human health and the environment,"" he said. 

He said 20 to 50 million tons of electronics waste was produced every year -- enough to load a train that would stretch around the world. 

""The growth in electronics is unlikely to abate any time soon, especially as disposable incomes rise in the rapidly developing and developing economies."" 

Much of this waste was ending up in landfills usually in developing countries in Africa and Asia, where it leaks chemicals and heavy metals into the environment, Steiner said. 

""This is effectively long-distance dumping,"" he said. 

The disposal of massive numbers of unwanted electronics goods has been a key focus of the five-day meeting of parties to the 1992 Basel Convention on waste management that began Monday. 

More than 1,000 delegates from 170 countries are taking part in the talks to review the impact of hazardous waste on human health and livelihoods. 

The Basel Convention is an international treaty that regulates the global trade in hazardous waste and aims to minimize its generation and movement across borders. 

Participants were expected to adopt a ""Bali Declaration"" aimed at highlighting the importance of health and waste management to global development strategies, such as reducing poverty. 

http://www.tehrantimes.com/index_View.asp?code=171854 
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Trees for tomorrow

Can the world plant seven billion trees by 2009?

NORMITA THONGTHAM

Remember the "Plant for the Planet: The Billion Tree Campaign" launched by the UN's Environment Programme (Unep) in November 2006? The global tree-planting campaign's goal was to gather pledges for the planting of a billion trees to combat global warming, but in just five months more than a billion pledges had been received. 

Our newly-built country home in the middle of an open field (left). Four years later, it is in the middle of its own man-made forest.  

The house with newly-planted trees four years ago (above). Today, it is surrounded by flowers and greenery.  

In Bangkok, the campaign was launched by the Tokyo-based Foundation for Global Peace and Environment (FGPE) in November 2007 ("Green Fingers", November 25, 2007) but by then it was only a matter of days before the billionth tree was in the ground. The billionth tree is an African olive planted in Ethiopia, which alone coordinated the planting of nearly 700 million trees. 

The campaign received such an overwhelming response from governments and business corporations, private organisations, community groups and individuals from 155 countries that by the end of January 2008, nearly 2.38 billion trees had been pledged and more than 1.8 billion planted. 

Having exceeded every target that has been set for the campaign, Unep has now set its eyes on planting not just one or two billion trees but seven billion trees by late 2009, in time for a crucial climate change conference to be held in Copenhagen. 

"In 2006 we wondered if a billion tree target was too ambitious; it was not," Achim Steiner, Unep's executive director, said at the launch of the new campaign in Nairobi last May. "The goal of two billion trees has also proven to be an underestimate. The goal of planting seven billion trees - equivalent to just over a tree per person alive on the planet - must therefore also be do-able." 

When the FGPE launched the billion tree campaign in Thailand last November to mark His Majesty the King's 80th birthday as well as to celebrate the 120th anniversary of Thai-Japanese diplomatic relations, 50,000 indigenous species of trees were pledged to be planted at the Sirindhorn International Environmental Park in Cha-am, Phetchaburi province, over a three-year period with support from leading Japanese corporations. 

By comparison, the Green Africa Foundation in Kenya planted four million seedlings in 2007; New Zealand aimed for one million pledges but received two million and is still counting; Turkey pledged 1.5 million; and United Arab Emirates, 1.4 million. Trees for the Future, an international organisation, planted more than nine million trees in 2007. 

Yet every tree counts, and as Unep's Steiner said, if each person on the planet plants just one or two trees, the seven billion target by the end of next year will be attained. Depending on its type, one mature tree can release enough oxygen for a family of four. 

Trees grow very quickly. When our country home was built in February 2004, the land was an open field and the house could be seen from all directions. Today only the tip of the roof is visible because of surrounding trees that range from ornamental to fruit trees, from deciduous to evergreen trees, and from foliage plants to flowering trees. The house itself is just a tiny cottage, but we have trees now big enough to provide oxygen for a hundred families. 

In five to 10 years, as the trees become older and the additional oak, Taiwanese maple, mango, bamboo and Norfolk pine trees that we have just planted grow bigger, we will be able to further reduce not just our own carbon footprints but those of another 500 families. 

The trees are not part of a coordinated tree-planting campaign or any pledge made to Unep. We planted them for our own satisfaction. We love trees and there's nothing more fulfilling than planting a tree and watching it grow and bear flowers or fruit. 

Knowing that the trees we have planted also help regulate the climate for the benefit of a lot of people is like a bonus that gives us an even bigger sense of fulfilment. 

For tips on plants and gardening, visit http://www.thaigreenfingers.com/. For more information email normita@thaigreenfingers.com. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/290608_Outlook/29Jun2008_out005.php 
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UN chief wishes Beijing Olympics "most successful"  

    UNITED NATIONS, June 29 (Xinhua) -- UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has expressed his confidence that the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games will be the most successful ever in history. 

    "I am quite confident that the Chinese government and people will make this most successful ever Olympic Games in history," Ban said. 

    The UN chief made the comment during a recent interview with UN-based Chinese journalists about his upcoming visit to China in early July. 

    During the visit, he will congratulate the Chinese government and people on their "very successful preparations" for the Beijing Olympic Games, Ban added. 

    "The Chinese people should be very proud of what you have achieved so far for the coming Olympics Games," he told Chinese journalists at the UN Headquarters. 

    Ban is scheduled to visit China from July 1 to 3 at the invitation of the Chinese government. 

    The Beijing Olympics, the third ever held on the Asian continent following Tokyo and Seoul, should be used as a venue where the world people can demonstrate their athletic skills through fair competition, he said. 

    "But at the same time this should be the venue where we can promote the harmony and friendship and mutual understanding, transcending all ideologies and ethnicities and national geographical boundaries," the secretary-general said. 

    Ban said he will also have an opportunity to visit the Olympic facilities. 

    "I am looking forward to my visit to China with great expectation and excitement," he added.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-06/30/content_8463159.htm 
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UN Chief urges Japan to take lead on tackling climate change 

JAPAN: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged Japan Sunday to take a greater lead in the fight against climate change, as the nation prepares to host next month’s Group of Eight summit. 

In a speech at Kyoto University, Ban said Japan, the world’s second largest economy and a leader in green technology, had a “moral and political responsibility” to play a bigger role in tackling climate change. 

Japan should share its environmental technology with other nations to help reduce their levels of greenhouse gases which cause climate change, as well as help setup active trading schemes for carbon emissions, Ban said. 

“Japan can play a leadership role in realizing the potentials of these market-based mechanisms, now and in the future,” Ban said in Kyoto, where the landmark protocol on combating greenhouse gases was forged. 

“For technology, Japan has been a leading country in technological innovation,” he said, encouraging Japanese businesses to share their knowledge and skills with the rest of the world. 

“Therefore, you have a political and moral responsibility to do that.” 

“As the number two economic power, Japan has again moral and political responsibility in actively participating in financial mechanisms” to fight climate change. 

The UN chief gave the address ahead of the G8 summit in the northern Japanese resort town of Toyako from July 7-9 when climate change is set to be among the top issues on the agenda. 

On the eve of his departure on the two-week, three-nation Asian tour, Ban said he would press the G8 leaders at their summit to tackle the world food crisis, climate change and the flagging fight against global poverty. 

Ban will join the G8 leaders during the outreach sections of the meet. 

Kyoto, Sunday, AFP - http://www.dailynews.lk/2008/06/30/wld01.asp
…………………………………………………..

General environment news

Foreigners threaten endangered Afghan snow leopards 

6/28/2008 

KABUL: Afghanistan’s snow leopards have barely survived three decades of war. But now the few remaining mountain leopards left in Afghanistan face another threat —foreigners involved in rebuilding the war-torn country. Despite a complete hunting ban across Afghanistan since 2002, snow leopard furs regularly end up for sale on international military bases and at tourist bazaars in the capital. 

Foreigners have ready cash to buy the pelts as souvenirs and impoverished Afghans break poaching laws to supply them. Tucked between souvenir stores on Chicken Street, Kabul’s main tourist trap, several shops sell fur coats and pelts taken from many of Afghanistan’s threatened and endangered animals. 

“This one is only $300,” one shopkeeper told Reuters, producing a snow leopard pelt from the back of his shop. “It was shot several times,” he said pointing to the patches of fur sewn together. “The better ones are only shot once. The skin remains intact,” he says as his assistant brings out a larger pelt, this time with no patches. “This one is $900.” 

All the shopkeepers said they had more pelts at home and that they had sold furs to foreigners over the past few weeks. Asked if it was easy to send the furs back home, one shopkeeper who did not want to be named said: “No problem! We hide the fur inside blankets and send it back to your country.” 

Snow leopards along with several other animals in Afghanistan are listed as endangered or threatened under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). Anyone caught knowingly transporting a fur across an international border is liable to a large fine. In the United States, it could result in a $100,000 fine and one year jail term. 

It is hard to know the exact numbers of snow leopards left in Afghanistan due to the creatures’ elusive nature and the lack of any case studies during the last three decades of conflict, said Dr Peter Smallwood, Afghanistan country director for the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS). But what is known is that the snow leopard is endangered. 

“If you look historically at Afghanistan, Afghanistan actually had bigger cat species than the entire continent of Africa,” said Clayton Miller, Environmental Adviser to the US Embassy in Kabul. 

“Now the only cat species that is not on the threatened and endangered species list is the domestic cat. Destruction of infrastructure, movements of refugees, modern weaponry, extreme poverty and a lack of law enforcement together with drought and deforestation are just some of the factors that have devastated Afghanistan’s flora and fauna. There are now only between 100 to 200 snow leopards estimated to be left in Afghanistan. In comparison, Bhutan has the same number but has three times less the area of habitat. 

The estimated number of snow leopards in the wild worldwide is between 3,500 and 7000, according to the International Snow Leopard Trust (ISLT). Snow leopards in Afghanistan mainly inhabit the extreme northeast of the country in particular the remote sliver of land called the Wakhan Corridor which separates Tajikistan from Pakistan and extends all the way to China. 

The mountainous Wakhan is sparsely populated by humans but is a vital link for the snow leopard. “The Wakhan is a critical area because ... you’re going to get snow leopards going between Tajikistan, Pakistan and China through the Wakhan valley, so it’s a key, key area. Its importance far outweighs its physical size,” Smallwood said. 

When the US embassy’s Miller first moved to Afghanistan he discovered a widespread practice of selling endangered animal parts to foreigners. “There were threatened and endangered species being marketed to international personnel, not only military but aid mission folks and anybody visiting the bazaar,” said Miller. 

In a bid to stop poaching of snow leopards, the US embassy and the WCS targeted the buyers. “We decided that one of the quickest ways of trying to address this issue was to go after the demand. The only individuals that are actually able to purchase these things were internationals,” Miller told Reuters. Snow leopard pelts can sell for up to $1500, well beyond the means of most Afghans. Since August last year, Miller and the WCS have been educating military and civilian staff, in particular those in charge of mail services, on how to recognise endangered and threatened animal furs as well as conducting “raids” on US military bases. 

The raids have yielded products from endangered species, including snow leopards, said Miller, but he stressed the US military was very “cooperative” in trying to combat the trade. Within two weeks of their first training session on a US base just outside Kabul, the military had managed to “virtually eliminate” any trade of these products on the base, he said. 

Local traders who offer their wares on military bases are issued with a warning if they are caught selling the furs and are barred from returning if caught again. Because of the structured nature of the military, said Smallwood, it is easier to get the message delivered. 

“The harder part is trying to deliver the message to the rest of the international community, which we’re working on,” he said. But the threats to the snow leopard still remain. “With numbers this low I wouldn’t want to say ...if we just fix this problem the rest is fine. All of these problems need to be dealt with. Losing 10 animals could be as much as 10 per cent of the population,” Smallwood said.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?id=121000 
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Mining project endangers pristine forest, residents say

CHAIWAT SATYAEM

PHETCHABURI : Residents in Kaeng Krachan district have protested against a move by the government to approve a new mining project near Kaeng Krachan forest, which will be proposed as a World Heritage site next month. Provincial officials are preparing to issue a mining permit to a company which wants to dig for dolomite deposits on 600 rai of land near the Kaeng Krachan national park, according to a Phetchaburi natural resource and environment conservation group. 

The mineral, which contains magnesium, is used for soil adjustment in farming or in drug production. 

A source in the conservation group claimed the mining company had colluded with officials not to tell villagers of the plan. 

Phetchaburi senator Sumon Sutwiriyawat, the group's chairman, also alleged the company had persuaded some villagers to fell trees in the area where the mining was planned. 

He claimed the company planned to turn the area into degraded forest, which could be used as a reason to back up its request to mine the site. 

Sompan Sali, a member of the Song Pi Nong tambon administration organisation, said villagers in the area were unhappy with the project, which they say is being undertaken without public consultation. 

They have sent a letter of complaint to the Phetchaburi governor. 

''I'll never easily approve the project,'' said governor Sayumphon Limthai, citing concerns over the environmental impact on the forest complex. 

The pristine tropical forest, which covers the Kaeng Krachan national park and a wildlife sanctuary in Ratchaburi, Phetchaburi and Prachuap Khiri Khan, has been declared a heritage site for Southeast Asia. 

The government wants to have it listed as a World Heritage site by the World Heritage Committee. 

A committee will meet to discuss the matter in Quebec, Canada, from July 2-10. 

Samat Muangmaitong, the former head of Kaeng Krachan national park, said although officials have supported the mining operation, the move is not considered final. 

He said the project had to go through public hearings and be approved by environment officials and that the government could not simply approve the proposal without it going through those steps first. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/300608_News/30Jun2008_news11.php 
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Tiger population trouble

Support from unlikely sources rallies to protect the tigers

ACHARA ASHAYAGACHAT 

The World Bank, Hollywood celebrities and the Smithsonian's National Zoo have launched an initiative to help save the world's shrinking wild tiger population. 

World tiger numbers have declined from more than 100,000 a century ago to around 4,000 today. Some 3,000 tigers live on the Indian sub-continent (India, Nepal and Bangladesh), while another 400 tigers are estimated to live in the Russian Far East (near North Korea), and some 500 presumably in South East Asia, including Thailand. 

According to the World Bank, the decline of tiger population is driven by a loss of prey and habitat due to uncontrolled development, and poaching for the black market trade in tiger skins and bones. 

The health of the tiger population is an indicator of biodiversity and a barometer of sustainability. Since tigers are at the top of the food chain, the conservation of wild tigers involves the preservation of not only their habitat, but also the prey populations that support them. 

The new Tiger Conservation Initiative, launched early this month at the Smithsonian's National Zoo in Washington DC, brings together many of the global experts who have been studying the decline of tiger populations and the many national and international NGOs which have been fighting to save tigers. 

"Just as with many of the other challenges of sustainability such as climate change, pandemic disease, or poverty, the crisis facing tigers overwhelms local capabilities and transcends national boundaries," said World Bank Group President Robert B. Zoellick. 

Harrison Ford, board member of Conservation International, who is putting his celebrity status behind the tiger initiative added, "By committing to help wild tigers, the World Bank is sounding its intention to be a global leader in biodiversity conservation. I commend this commitment and look forward to seeing it in action." 

The Tiger Conservation Initiative will start with a series of dialogues in tiger range countries to find out what has worked locally to protect the tigers. The World Bank and its partners will assess the financing needs of tiger conservation and work with governments and the private sector to find innovative funding sources and mobilise new resources for the species' protection. 

Songtam Suksawang, from the National Park Research Division, said recent research showed there were two new cubs, meaning that the tiger population, at least in Kui Buri, near the Tenasserim Range, is not declining. The Western Forest Complex, also covering Burma, and Kaeng Krachan National Park see some 150 tigers crossing the Tenasserim Range, said Songtam. 

In Huay Kha Kaeng Wild Life Conservation Park saw another 100 to 120 tigers living here, added Anak Pattanavibool, director of Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Thailand. 

Starting in 2006, the WCS in collaboration with the government's Wildlife Conservation Office introduced a scheme to increase the tiger population density in the 2,700km2 Huay Kha Kaeng from three to five tigers per 100km2 in 10 years. 

How are you helping to reduce your carbon footprint? 

Share your eco-friendly activities with us by emailing usnisas@bangkokpost.co.th.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/290608_Outlook/29Jun2008_out003.php 

…………………………………………….

Earthquake hits India’s Andaman Islands 

Saturday, June 28, 2008

NEW DELHI: A 6.7 magnitude earthquake struck off India’s Andaman Islands on Friday, but there were no immediate reports of damage or injuries, officials and police said. 

The quake, which was centred some 75 miles southwest of the Andaman capital, Port Blair, caused panic among residents, but caused no damage or injuries, said Ranjit Narayan, the director-general of police in the Andamans. 

The Indian Meteorological Department said the quake, which they described as moderate, struck at 1140 GMT on Friday at a depth of six miles. 

The Japan Meteorological Agency issued a bulletin saying there was “a very small possibility of a destructive local tsunami in the Indian Ocean.’’

However, Narayan said no local tsunami warning had been issued. 

The remote islands off the east coast of India were among the many areas devastated by the Dec 26, 2004, Indian Ocean tsunami, which was triggered by a 9.1 magnitude earthquake near Indonesia. The official death toll across India was 10,749. 

Another 5,640 people - mostly in the Andaman and Nicobar islands - are listed as missing, presumed dead.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=121006 
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Winners and losers in Australian climate change

27 Jun 2008, 1339 hrs IST,REUTERS 

SYDNEY: Climate change could alter the farming map of Australia, with some agricultural operations moving into the wetter north of the island continent as the major food-producing belt in the south dries up. 

But shifting large-scale farming north to a wetter, hotter climate would be risky as animals and crops would face a higher frequency of heat stress, said a new report by the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO). 

Australia's outback, home to large scale cattle and sheep farms battling the worst drought in 100 years, would become more marginal with climate change, but the country's sugar, wine and horticulture farms could benefit from the warmer temperatures. 

CSIRO examined the impact of climate change on 10 agricultural sectors in Australia worth A$40 billion (US$38 billion) a year and found negative and positive effects. The report looked at climate change forecasts out to 2070. 

"We've applied the latest climate change projections to build a picture of the challenges that will affect all types of agriculture in all corners of the nation," CSIRO scientist Mark Howden said in a statement. 

"For many agricultural businesses incremental changes may be enough, but some regions and industries will need to be open to more transformative changes," said Howden. 

The CSIRO examined the impact of a temperature rise of two to 2.5 degrees Celsius on Australian agriculture. Significant reductions in rainfall and higher temperatures across Australia's wheat-growing lands would see reductions in yields and quality, said the report, but added that a possible reduction in frosts may increase crop options. 

But it said that farmers who introduced new crop management practices, new crop varieties, altered rotations and improved water management, could turn a negative into a positive. 

"In the wheat industry alone, relatively simple adaptations may be worth between A$100 million to A$500 million p.a. at the farm gate," it said. 

Australia is the second-largest wheat, canola and beef exporter in the world and the largest barley exporter. 

"Australian rangelands have often been associated with drought, that land can be degraded very rapidly, and that recovery of degraded lands is very difficult," said the report. 

Cattle and sheep farmers face not only less rain and hotter temperatures, but soil erosion and acidification, salinisation, weed invasion and deteriorating animal nutrition and health. 

The report said cattle and sheep farmers could combat climate change by adopting a conservative, but constant stocking rate from year to year and by owning multiple farms in different locations to offset climate changes. 

"At a national industry level, there are likely to be winners and losers, with some rangelands becoming more productive while others become less suitable for grazing," said the report. 

The Australian wine industry is the country's third-largest agricultural exporter, behind wheat and beef products, with exports for the year 2007 valued at A$3 billion. 

Climate change will force winemakers to plant different grape varieties to overcome a decline in grape quality, but may open up new lands for vineyards. 

"Some varieties that would not ripen in the present climate may be successfully planted in the future warmer climate," said the report. But some agricultural industries look set to benefit from climate change, said the CSIRO report. Sugar cane yields may rise with less rain and more sunshine creating a longer growing season, while a reduction in frost and less severe winters may see an expansion in horticulture.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Global_Warming/Winners_and_losers_in_Australian_climate_change/articleshow/3171688.cms 

………………………………………………………

China calls for rich country help on climate change  

BEIJING - ADDRESSING climate change head-on is in China's best interests, but it needs developed countries to do their fair share, President Hu Jintao said in a speech reported by the Xinhua news agency on Saturday. 

Mr Hu called on developed countries to step up efforts on emission reduction, and provide financial and technical support for developing countries. 

China will participate in next month's Group of Eight meeting in Hokkaido, Japan, where climate change is top on the agenda. Countries are trying to set new targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions that will take effect after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. 

Although China is the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases, on a per person basis it produces far less than many developed countries. Chinese negotiators also point out that the country is only just catching up after two centuries of industrialisation in the West. 

But Chinese policy makers are increasingly worried about the impact on China of global warming, which could dry up rivers that water the arid north and intensify flooding in the south. 

China also suffers from intensely polluted water and air. 

'How we cope with climate change is related to the country's economic development and people's practical benefits. It's in line with the country's basic interests,' Mr Hu told a study session on climate change. The meeting was held on Friday by the political bureau of the central committee of China's ruling communist party. 

'Our task is tough, and our time is limited. Party organisations and governments at all levels must give priority to emission reduction ... and drive the idea deep into people's hearts.' Mr 

Hu urged organisations and companies to optimise energy use, recycle resources, increase forest coverage, explore water resources scientifically and strengthen international cooperation. 

He called for enhancing China's ability to monitor, forecast and withstand extreme natural disasters brought by abnormal weather. 

Already, flooding this summer has killed over 200 people across China, after an earthquake in Sichuan province in May left more than 80,000 dead or missing and millions homeless. 

Unusual rainfall could make this summers' flooding the worst in decades, the Sichuan meteorological bureau said on Friday. 

Tropical storm Fengshan killed at least 15 people in Guangzhou and Jiangxi province after it came ashore on Wednesday and was downgraded from typhoon level. It killed hundreds in the Philippines last week. 

Floodwaters released from a swollen reservoir in southern Guangdong province caused a 300-meter bridge in the Baiyun district of Guangzhou to collapse, Chinese media said on Saturday. 

And a month of unusual rainfall in Beijing claimed three lives and injured eight people who were overcome by gases when they tried to unblock a flooded sewer in Miyun County. -- REUTERS

http://www.straitstimes.com/Latest%2BNews/Asia/STIStory_252882.html 
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Sultanate takes part at GCC Environmental Coordination committee meeting  Top 

Muscat , June 28 (ONA)- The Sultanate represented by the Environment and Climate Affairs Ministry will take part tomorrow ( Sunday ) at the 23rd GCC Environmental Coordination committee meeting scheduled to be held in Doha and lasts for two days.  

The Sultanate’s delegation to the meeting is led by Mohammed bin Khamis al Araimi , Environment and Climate Affairs Ministry Undersecretary.  

The meeting will discuss a number of important issues including activation of GCC Green initiatives  , follow up meetings of environment-related regional and international conventions, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change , GCC Convention on preserving biodiversity and the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and The Montreal Protocol.  

The meeting will also discuss issues of common interest for the GCC countries like establishment of a centre for environmental disasters, GCC environmental awareness programmes and the establishment of a fund to support GCC environment projects.  

The meeting will also discuss the joint environment cooperation programme between the GCC countries on one side and the regional and international organizations, such as the Regional Organization for the Protection of Marine Environment (ROPME) and the EU on the other side. The meeting will also follow up the implementation of the decisions taken during the 28th session of the GCC Supreme Council. 

http://www.omannews.com/english/indexE.htm 

UAE

Young knights strive to save planet 

Dubai: Camelot's knights of the round table may have competition from Our Own English High School (Sharjah) pupils, especially since they never had to deal with the 21st century's greatest threat: a dying planet. 

True to their titles, the Green Knights and their Anti-Plastic Squad are making it their mission this year to spread the word and heal the world. Aptly dubbed the White Pollution Campaign, the school's Gulf News-inspired campaign has put into motion more than 8,500 pupils - right from kindergarten to grade 12. 

Academic supervisor Sheela Anand said: "We usually coordinate with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for our annual themes, but our pupils were so enthusiastic about Gulf News' Go Green venture, we decided to follow suit." 

Under the directive of the school's Eco-Club, the year-long initiative is all about developing innovative ways to spread awareness about the dire state of the environment and to inspire positive change.

School headmaster Srivalsan Murugan said: "We are hoping our campaign has a multiplier effect and that its efforts move from pupils to their families and beyond." 

Eco-Club coordinator Sri Vidhya said student-designed projects on waste management and other issues done over the holidays will be exhibited to parents. The Eco-Bag Booth Day is another awareness booster that involves distributing jute bags to pupils.

According to 14-year-old pupil Nisha Johnson, the school's annual Paper Wise Awards at the beginning of the year, which recognises students who bring in the most paper to recycle, received a great response.

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10224576.html 

The Green Passport campaign 

The United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Green Passport campaign is an initiative that emerged at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002. 

The intention of the internet-based campaign is to raise tourists' awareness to make holiday trips carbon neutral.

The Green Passport has environmentally sound alternatives to most practices:

Flying is one of the fastest-growing sources of greenhouse gases, so the Green Passport encourages people to follow a new trend: 'slow travel'. This includes more focus on spending long hours at destinations, travelling over land on slow trains, sailing boats and by walking. As the greatest amount of carbon emission occurs during takeoff and landing, flights that do not have stopovers are best for the environment. 

Choosing organic food and eating locally produced goods are also important factors.

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10224590.html 

Corporate social responsibility reports expected

DUBAI - Companies participating in the UN's Global Compact programme are expected to submit and make public annual reports documenting their efforts in Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), according to a UN official.

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries chapter of the Global Compact was launched on April 7 and now has 31 members, including companies and civil organisations.

Global Compact spokesperson Matthias Stausberg, in Dubai to host an Emirates Environmental Group workshop on Global Compact and CSR recently, said the members include 21 from the UAE, two from Saudi, one from Qatar, two from Kuwait, and one from Bahrain.

The Global Compact creates a network of companies and a schedule of activities designed to support and encourage best practices for CSR.

Speaking to Khaleej Times, Stausberg said that participating in the Global Compact requires members to submit annual reports detailing their efforts for social and environmental impact.

Companies are allowed two years from their entry into the compact to submit a report but the reports would then be expected annually, usually in time with end of year reports, with the first UAE reports possible by mid next year.

Stausberg said the network placed an emphasis on encouragement but there would be repercussions for those who didn't engage or were not transparent in their reports. "We accept not only the saints but the sinners as long as there is a willingness to engage," he said.

"Of 5,000 that have joined, more than 900 have been de-listed. If a company misses a report one year, it is listed as non-communicative. If it does not submit a report for a second year, it is listed as inactive. The media and consumers will punish them."

However, he emphasized the need for Global Compact to be backed up by legislation enforced locally. "It cannot be a substitute for government regulation."

The Global Compact currently has a theme of tackling care for the climate but Stausberg said each industry faced its own challenges.

"You've got an unprecedented growth and development pace in the UAE and it brings with it all sorts of challenges, environment, labour issues," he said.

"Increasingly as the economy matures, as development continues, as Dubai positions itself as a hub of trade and finance, as the region positions itself - they are taking a strong stand for social and environmental impact."`

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2008/June/theuae_June990.xml&section=theuae&col= 

Move to monitor vehicle pollution

ABU DHABI — The Environment Authority - Abu Dhabi (EAD) is working to develop the mechanical checking units in the country in order to protect public from lung diseases caused by motor exhaust emissions, a senior official at EAD said.

The Secretary-General of EAD, Majed Al Mansouri, told Khaleej Times yesterday that the authority had started coordination with the Traffic and Patrols Department in the Ministry of Interior and the National Transportation Authority to develop the mechanical checking units to ensure that all the light vehicles on the roads meet the safety standards.

The move came after an EAD report assured that carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides are the main air pollutants released by motor vehicles. Car exhaust emissions contain these gases, which are formed by incomplete burning of fuel in the engine. Carbon monoxide is a colourless, odourless gas. It is formed when substances containing carbon are burned with an insufficient supply of air.

These gases have serious health impacts on humans and animals. When inhaled, the carbon monoxide bonds with the haemoglobin in the blood (and becomes carboxyhaemoglobin) in place of oxygen and is carried through the blood stream.

The report showed that the emissions reduce the oxygen-carrying capacity of the red blood cells and decrease the supply of oxygen to tissues and organs, especially the heart and brain. This can be a serious problem for people with respiratory diseases, cardiovascular disease and might even cause some types of cancer.

Al Mansouri stressed on the importance of the decision issued by the Services Ministerial Council, which calls for reducing carbon monoxide gases from 3.5 per cent to 2.5 per cent by year 2010.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2008/June/theuae_June981.xml&section=theuae&col= 

Teen pioneer of environment drive

DUBAI — The Teen Environmental Awareness Management (TEAM), founded by Shaleen Sukthankar, a Grade 12 student in Emirates International School Jumeirah, will launch its first environmental and safety awareness campaign for construction workers on Monday in Dubai Silicon Oasis.

"We have plans to conduct a series of safety awareness campaigns across the emirates for construction workers. Our aim is to stress on the safety issues of our construction personnel and to educate them on implementing the same for achieving a safe working environment," said Shaleen. 

The awareness campaign, she said, would include classes by technical safety personnel highlighting the risks that construction workers face and ways to deal with heat stress. The campaign would focus on general safety awareness and ways to deal with heat stress. A fire drill also will be conducted.

"The campaign will inform construction personnel of the mandatory regulations that would hopefully reduce the frequencies of accidents and create a safer working environment," she said. 

"Dubai known for its architectural brilliance is also exceedingly looking into safe and healthy environment for the people who have toiled to create it. Especially with the high temperatures and heat levels that we are constantly endure, the safety of our construction personnel is of utmost importance. A healthy and rejuvenated workforce consequently leads to an optimal productivity level among firms," she added.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2008/June/theuae_June979.xml&section=theuae&col= 

EAD develops device to check carbon monoxide emission

ABU DHABI - The Environment Authority - Abu Dhabi (EAD) is working to develop the mechanical check units in the country in order to protect public from lung diseases caused by motor exhaust emissions, a senior official at EAD said.

The Secretary-General of EAD, Majed Al Mansouri, told Khaleej Times on Friday that the authority had started coordination with the Traffic and Patrols Department in the Ministry of Interior and the National Transportation Authority to develop the mechanical checking units to ensure that all the light vehicles on the roads meet the safety standards.  

The move came after an EAD report assured that carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides are the main air pollutants released by motor vehicles. Car exhaust emissions contain these gases, which are formed by incomplete burning of fuel in the engine. Carbon monoxide is a colourless, odourless gas. It is formed when substances containing carbon are burned with an insufficient supply of air.

These gases have serious health impacts on humans and animals. When inhaled, the carbon monoxide bonds with the haemoglobin in the blood (and becomes carboxyhaemoglobin) in place of oxygen and is carried through the blood stream.

The report showed that the emissions reduce the oxygen-carrying capacity of the red blood cells and decrease the supply of oxygen to tissues and organs, especially the heart and brain. This can be a serious problem for people with respiratory diseases, cardiovascular disease and might even cause some types of cancer.

Al Mansouri stressed on the importance of the decision issued by the Services Ministerial Council, which calls for reducing carbon monoxide gases from 3.5 per cent to 2.5 per cent by year 2010.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2008/June/theuae_June974.xml&section=theuae&col= 
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Ban urges East Asian action on climate change, food security and development 

27 June - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has called on Japan and the Republic of Korea to step up their efforts on climate change, food security and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in a speech to the Japan Society and the Korea Society in New York. 

“We need countries such as Japan and the Republic of Korea to offer concrete measures to address three pressing, interrelated challenges: the global food crisis, climate change, and the race to reach the Millennium Development Goals by the deadline of 2015,” Mr. Ban said at last night’s event. 

Referring to the global crisis caused by soaring food prices, Mr. Ban called on both countries to deliver on a full range of immediate food assistance over the next 18 months, minimize export restrictions on food commodities, cut agricultural subsidies and to increase the share of Official Development Assistance (ODA) from its current level of three per cent to 10 per cent. 

“When the Group of Eight leaders meet in Hokkaido next month, they have a moral obligation to support the UN’s efforts to address the food crisis, in the short-, medium-, and long-term. But they also have a self-interested motivation,” the Secretary-General said. “If not addressed, high food prices may drive more than 100 million more people into poverty. If the crisis is not brought under control, it risks unleashing large population movements, instability and inflation throughout the world.” 

On climate change Mr. Ban called on Japan and the Republic of Korea to “show real leadership” by focusing on ongoing negotiations to produce a new deal at next year’s summit in Copenhagen. 

On the MDGs – a set of anti-poverty targets to be achieved worldwide by 2015 – Mr. Ban called for greater attention to be given to the goal of improving maternal health, which he said was the “slowest moving target of the MDGs.” 

As well as increasing aid levels, especially for Africa, the Secretary-General said the international community, Japan and the Republic of Korea included, should build comprehensive primary health care systems, ensure universal access to reproductive health services, mobilize against AIDS, malaria TB and neglected tropical diseases, and provide funding for 120 million desperately needed insecticide-treated bed nets. 

The Secretary-General also applauded the agreement among Japan, the Republic of Korea and China to hold their first trilateral summit, and to cooperate on climate change, the food and energy crisis and assistance to Africa. 

“All three are working together as part of the multilateral six-party talks on denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, a process that carries the most realistic promise to defuse one of the gravest security threats in the region,” he added.

Scheme for safe disposal of old computers launched at UN meeting 

27 June - Old computer equipment can now be disposed in a way that is safe to both human health and the environment thanks to a new initiative launched today at a United Nations meeting on hazardous waste that wrapped up in Bali, Indonesia. 

The Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment (PACE) will provide a forum for governments, industry leaders, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and academia to tackle the disposal of old computer equipment, including through global recycling schemes. 

Its launch comes at the end of the ninth meeting of parties to the 1989 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, which met to consider new guidelines for getting rid of old computer equipment, mobile phones and other “e-waste” in an environmentally sound manner. 

Among other things, PACE will develop technical guidelines for proper repair, refurbishing and recycling of old computer equipment, including criteria for testing, labelling of refurbished equipment and certification of environmentally sound repair, refurbishment and recycling facilities. 

“All stakeholders, including original equipment manufacturers, consumers and recyclers, have a role in promoting environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life equipment,” according to a news release about the initiative, which said that 100 tons of used computers could generate up to 39 tons of steel and 21 tons of other metals such as copper, aluminium and gold. 

“The technology and skills are available to promote proper repair and refurbishment that can extend use, provide employment, and make valuable equipment available to the poor,” it added. 

Participants at the five-day meeting also looked at guidelines proposed by the Basel Convention Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative, which was launched in 2002 and brings mobile phone manufacturers and service providers together with the Basel Convention, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The Bali meeting concluded with the adoption of the Declaration on Waste Management for Human Health and Livelihood, which calls on the UN World Health Organization (WHO) to consider a resolution on the improvement of health through safe and environmentally sound waste management.
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**United Nations Environment Programme
A new initiative on the disposal of computing equipment was launched today at a conference on waste management in Bali, Indonesia.  The initiative is part of the Basel Convention on Waste Management administered by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP).

The Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment will tackle the management of obsolete and used computers and develop technical guidelines for proper repair, refurbishing and recycling. 

The conference also adopted a declaration on Waste Management for Human Health and Livelihood.  It calls on the World Health Organization to consider a resolution on the improvement of health through safe and environmentally sound waste management. 
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Time" ��Time Magazine: Your Laptop's Dirty Little Secret�


� HYPERLINK  \l "AP" ��AP: UN conference won't ban toxic waste exports�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tehran" ��Tehran Times (Iran): IT waste a 'major challenge' to human health: UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "EAfrican" ��The East African: Jumbo wars come to Kenya�


� HYPERLINK  \l "young" ��The Times (South Africa): Young UN crusader takes up fight against climate change�
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