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Daily Nation: Slums targeted in river clean-up 

By  KENNETH OGOSIAPosted Tuesday, November 25 2008 at 21:50

In Summary

· 12,000 people will be moved to pave way for cleaning of rivers in city, says Michuki

More than 4,000 shanties are to be demolished to pave way for the cleaning of rivers in Nairobi, Environment minister John Michuki announced on Tuesday.

The move is likely to affect more than 120,000 people living on the river banks. However, the families will be moved to other areas. 

“We have found land to resettle those who will be displaced from the Nairobi River catchment area to ensure the cleaning process backed by the Unep succeeds,” said Mr Michuki.

Only houses built less than 30 metres from the river banks will be pulled down.

Political will
Mr Michuki said while addressing a meeting at the Unep headquarters in Nairobi, that lack of political will was to blame for the continued destruction of the Mau Forest water catchment and other water towers in the country.

The minister also said that a campaign to halt the march of the desert in North Eastern Province faced a great challenge due to the influx of refugees from Somalia.

North Eastern is home to the Daadab refugee camp, which houses thousands of refugees who fled from their war-torn country.

According to Mr Michuki, armed conflicts in Africa were to blame for environmental disasters due to displacement of families and the struggle to own and control natural resources, including land.

The minister was addressing a conference attended by environmental scholars and officials from various countries.

On Mau, the minister said the catchment was a key source of water in as far away places as Egypt. 

Rivers from the area feed into Lake Victoria, the source of the Nile.

Mr Michuki warned that destruction of the environment would return to haunt the people behind it. He called for sound policies that could address the looming environmental disasters once and for all.

The minister said scholars had failed to introduce new technologies and impart knowledge about the new methods to prevent environmental degradation.

To reduce competition for land, he said the national land policy should come up with practical legislation emphasising land use rather than ownership. He said failure to use land, rather than ownership, was to blame for conflicts in Africa.

“There are cemeteries where people who die can be buried instead of each group scrambling to own land for the purpose of getting a burial place. Let people use land to increase food productivity and economic growth,” he said.
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Environmental Expert: Clouds of pollution block sunlight, according to new Globe-Net research  

Source: GLOBE-Net 

Published Nov. 25, 2008 

The sun is fading above cities around the world as thick clouds of pollution prevent its rays from reaching the ground, says a new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  The dirty brown haze, sometimes three-kilometers thick, stretches from the Arabian Peninsula to China and the western Pacific Ocean. The clouds have blocked up to 25 percent of sunlight in Karachi, New Delhi, Shanghai and Beijing.  Guangzhou, in southern China, is among several cities to have recorded a more than 20 percent reduction in sunlight since the 1970s, says the Atmospheric Brown Clouds (ABC) report.

Other megacities threatened by brown clouds include Bangkok, Beijing, Cairo, Dhaka, Karachi, Kolkata, Lagos, Mumbai, New Delhi, Seoul, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Tehran.   The clouds are also found in parts of Europe and on the Eastern seaboard of the United States but are less dangerous because winter rains and snow wash them away.

The giant brown haze comes from a mix of ozone, black carbon and soot particles released by coal-fired power plants, wood-burning stoves, burning fields and vehicles on the road.  It contains a variety of aerosols, carcinogens and tiny particles that have been linked to respiratory diseases and cardio-vascular problems.   According to the UN report, the toxic material could kill 340,000 people n China and India every year.

The toxic clouds also threaten the massive Hindu Kush-Himalaya-Tibetan glaciers.  'If the current rate of retreat continues unabated, these glaciers and snow packs are expected to shrink by as much as 75 percent before the year 2050,' says the report.

China’s glaciers have already shrunk five percent since the 1950s.  Some in India retreat at a rate of 10 to 25 meters each year.  One explanation is that the snow and ice on the glaciers reflect less solar radiation because they are exposed to black carbon from the brown clouds.

And the glaciers’ disappearance could threaten water supplies to millions of people who depend on rivers to drink and irrigate their crops.  The Ganges River basin in India, for instance, is home to over 400 million people and irrigates 40 percent of the country’s croplands.  The clouds are also reducing rainfall which could aggravate the recent rise in food prices.

The team of scientists commissioned by UNEP to study the 'atmospheric brown clouds' has been doing so since 2002 and do not pretend to have found all the answers to this environmental nightmare.  'The science of ABCs, woven with the science of greenhouse gases, is not simple and may be behind some highly complex warming and cooling patterns witnessed on continents and in different regions of specific countries,' they write in the report.

In fact, the brown clouds may alter the traditional climate change scenario. On the one hand, they are filled with black carbon and soot particles that absorb sunlight and heat the air and other gases.   On the other hand, they contain other particles, such as sulfates, that reflect sunlight and cool the earth’s surface.  In effect, the clouds may be dampening the rise in global temperatures by 20 to 80 percent, say the scientists.

By including 'atmospheric brown clouds' in the mix of reasons why climate change is taking place so rapidly on Earth, scientists have provided more reason to combat the origins of air pollution.  They have also highlighted that air pollutants do not just hover above their point of origin.  Clouds glide with the wind and masses of toxic particles can just as easily move across continents in three to four days, says the Associated Press.  Enough time to convince anyone that hiding in a bubble is no longer an available option on planet Earth.
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Environmental Expert: Maximizing the climate-combating benefits of the ozone layer treaty key outcome of Qatar-hosted meeting  

Source: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

Published Nov. 25, 2008 

Treaties combating ozone layer damage and climate change can learn from each other in order to maximize economic and environmental benefits.   

The conclusion reflects growing understanding that the phase-out of chemicals that damage the ozone layer - the Earth’s protective shield - also has implications for the fight against global warming.   

The governments, meeting in Doha the capital city of Qatar , have requested the Executive Secretary of the Montreal Protocol ozone agreement to coordinate amongst others with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to explore closer, cooperative ties.   

They are requesting that the two treaties to hold meetings and explore several areas of cooperation including on how best to reduce releases of substances known as hydroflurocarbons (HFCs).   

HFCs, along with pollutants such as C02 and methane, are one of the six gases controlled under the climate convention’s Kyoto Protocol.   

In addition, governments are suggesting that mutual benefits can also come from an accelerated freeze and phase-out of hydrochluroflurocarbons (HCFCs).   

HCFCs are chemicals that were introduced to replace older, more ozone-damaging gases in products such as refrigerators and air conditioning units.   

But these replacement chemicals are now also scheduled for replacement and governments are keen to ensure that the new chemicals developed not only are ozone-friendly, but climate-friendly too.   

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme which hosts the Ozone Secretariat, said: ”In a world of scarce financial resources, maximizing the impacts of the various multi-lateral environmental agreements is paramount. Governments have made it clear that there can be multiple benefits if the experiences of the Montreal Protocol and the UN climate change convention can be better shared to reinforce mutual aims. UNEP looks forward to exploring how best these recommendations can be taken forward”.   

Maximizing benefits among environmental treaties was among the outcomes of the 8th Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention and the 20th Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol that concluded late last week in Doha . 

Linked to the Montreal Protocol is a multilateral fund that assists developing countries to phase-out ozone damaging chemicals.   

Governments meeting in Doha agreed to replenish the fund by over $490 million for the period 2009 to 2001.   

How best to destroy ozone and climate-damaging chemicals, stored in old equipment such as air conditioning units and foams, was also part of the talks.   

Countries also urged the ozone treaty to work with funding organizations such as the Global Environment Facility to assess the most cost effective and rapid route to ridding the world of these stockpiled or ‘banked’ susbatnces.   

During the meeting various important announcements were made (see unep.org media centre) including the plan ro establish an ozone and climate monitoring station in Qatar - the first in West Asia and a move by the military from Australia, the Netherlands and the United States to assist developing countries with the destruction of banked ozone depleting substances. 
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LA VANGUARDIA: Camino‘verde’ para salvar la economía Obama tantea un ‘green new deal’; EuropayAsia también

LA VANGUARDIA LUNES, 24 NOVIEMBRE 2008

Si Barack Obama decide apostar por el llamado new deal verde de “matar dos pájaros de un tiro” –la recesión económica y el cambio climático–, el lugar indicado para anunciar un plan tan audaz sería el Lake Mead, el pantano en el río Colorado que abastece Las Vegas. El embalse, construido entre 1932 y 1936, es la obra emblemática del new  deal de Franklin D. Roosevelt, parte de un programa de infraestructuras que creó seis millones de empleos en cuatro años en Estados Unidos. Ríos salvajes como el Colorado fueron domados; se construyó un millón de kilómetros de carreteras y 120.000 puentes.
Pero 70 años después, el calentamiento y la desaparición de la nieve en las sierras del oeste ha bajado el nivel de agua del embalse hasta niveles críticos, lo que cuestiona el modelo de crecimiento de esta zona de EE.UU.

Encerrado con sus asesores en Chicago, Obama estudia la viabilidad de fusionar un plan de choque antirrecesión y medidas encaminadas a reducir antes del 2050 un 80% las emisiones de C02 respecto a los niveles de 1990. Líderes de Europa y Asia tantean la misma idea. “El new deal de Roosevelt buscaba crecimiento sin más”, dice Colin Hines, asesor del Partido Verde británico, uno de los autores del informe británico Green new deal. “Ahora tenemos que averiguar qué actividades crearán empleo y, a la vez, nos conduzcan hacia una economía de bajos niveles de emisiones de CO2”, añade.

Obama dijo el sábado que pretende crear 2,5 millones de empleos antes del 2011 en obras de mejora de carreteras y puentes, en la modernización de escuelas y en “la construcción de parques eólicos, placas solares y coches eficientes”, sin dar más detalles. “Hay gente que dice que Obama debería archivar las medidas medioambientales y dedicarse a reactivar la economía; pero es justo lo contrario; esta es una oportunidad única para una recuperación verde”, dijo Bracken Hendricks, del Centro de Progreso Americano, que ha elaborado informes sobre un new deal verde para los demócratas. 
Hendricks se mostró “confiado” en que Obama incluirá medidas verdes en un plan de reactivación fiscal de hasta medio billón de dólares. Diseñadas para tener un impacto inmediato sobre el empleo, estas incluyen: equipar un millón de viviendas con sistemas de ahorro energético; construir casas de protección social en urbanizaciones sostenibles; formar a cientos de miles de trabajadores para realizar instalaciones de energías renovables; levantar miles de escuelas verdes; modernizar la red eléctrica, y subvencionar el transporte público.

Basándose en el Conservation Corps –cuerpo de conservación–, creado por Roosevelt en 1933, que contrató a tres millones de desempleados para obras de reforestación y construcción, Hendricks propone “cuerpos de energías limpias”. Se trataría de formar a jóvenes para que se especializarán en trabajos encaminados a conseguir viviendas más sostenibles. Hines ha propuesto algo similar en el Reino Unido: la emisión de bonos municipales para financiar “un ejército de miles de trabajadores que invadirían barrios como hormigas convirtiendo cada vivienda en una central de energía renovable”.

Bob Pollin, de la Universidad de Massachusetts, otro asesor de los demócratas, calcula que cada millón de dólares gastado en programas medioambientales crea ocho puestos de trabajo, un efectomultiplicador potente. “El keynesianismo militar de Reagan o Bush sólo creaba cuatro empleos por millón de dólares gastado en armas”, indica Pollin. Europa ya hace tiempo que adopta medidas similares. En Gran Bretaña y algunos países nórdicos, programas públicos de ahorro energético en viviendas de jubilados han creado miles de puestos de trabajo. Alemania ha creado 250.000 empleos en el sector verde.
Pero aún está por ver si la UE puede coordinar un plan más agresivo de estímulos fiscales medioambientales. Poul Rasmussen, líder del grupo socialista del Parlamento europeo, dijo en Nueva York la semana pasada que emerge un consenso a favor de un new deal verde europeo utilizando el Banco de Inversiones Europeas y la emisión de “bonos verdes”. En China, 80.000 millones de euros del paquete de reactivación anunciado el mes pasado irán a proyectos de energía renovable.  La paradoja es que si “mata” la recesión antes de sentar los cimientos de la economía verde, desencadenará otra fase de consumo insostenible basado en hidrocarburos. 
Por eso, advierte Andrew Simms, del instituto londinense New Economics, el mejor ejemplo rooseveltiano para la lucha contra el cambio climático es el de Eleanor, primera dama, responsable de políticas de autosuficiencia en la Segunda Guerra Mundial. “Gracias al programa Jardines por la Victoria, el 40% de las verduras consumidas en EE.UU. se cultivaban en los patios traseros; se recortó drásticamente el consumo de hidrocarburos”.  Hasta hubo huertos en el jardín de la Casa Blanca.

E L D A T O LAS BASES DE UNA NUEVA ECONOMÍA

Camino‘verde’ para salvar la economía Obama tantea un ‘green new deal’; EuropayAsia también ]Las crisis puede ser otra oportunidad para que los gobiernos ayuden al planeta.
Ya se han empezado a poner condiciones verdes a las ayudas a la industria del automóvil. Obama ha dejado entrever que, a cambio de ayudas federales, pondría un representante gubernamental en el consejo de General Motors para gestionar la transición a los coches híbridos y eléctricos. YAlemania parece estar dispuesta a apoyar la opa de Solar World –el grupo de energía fotovoltaico– a la filial de GM en Europa, Opel, para crear “el primer grupo de automoción verde de Europa”. Asimismo, la nacionalización parcial de la banca permite dirigir políticas de crédito hacia fines ecológicos, dice Stephany Griffith Jones, de la Universidad de Columbia. “Los gobiernos deben garantizar préstamos bancarios a largo plazo en proyectos de energías renovables”, añade.
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Other Environment News
AFP: Kenya readies for oil spill scenario

Tue Nov 25, 6:50 am ET

NAIROBI (AFP) – Kenya is preparing to counter a possible oil slick from a Saudi super-tanker seized by Somali pirates should efforts to free the vessel and its two million barrels of crude go awry, officials said Tuesday.

Five days after the Sirius Star's capture on November 15, Kenyan maritime authorities carried out mock operations and readied teams for a possible oil spill, said Captain Geoffrey Namadoa, pollution control officer with the Kenya Ports Authority (KPA).

"This was to sensitise our teams... to be alert if we are required to move north and to keep our equipment ready," Namadoa told AFP.

The response team included the KPA, the Kenyan navy, oil firms and maritime police from Mombasa, a key port on the Indian Ocean coast through which much of eastern and central African trade transits.

A possible oil spill would also damage Kenya's marine parks along its coast that stretches to southern Somalia, Namadoa said, adding that another exercise is planned for this week.

He said the biggest concerns are the marine national parks and the beaches for the tourists.

Tensions were high at the weekend between the pirates and hardline Islamist Shebab militia who threatened to attack the hijackers and positioned fighters around Somalia's coastal village of Harardhere, off which the vessel is anchored.

The international community has also been rushing naval ships to the region in a bid to combat piracy, vowing tough action against a surge in attacks which is threatening major disruptions in international trade.

"We have a plan should there be an oil spill," said Captain Dave Muli, search and rescue manager with the Kenya Maritime Authority.

Muli expalined that in the event of an oil spill "it will be big and spread over a wide area as far east of the Gulf, west coast of India and the east coast of Africa."

Tourism is a key source of income for Kenya, which is renowned for its white sand beaches and high-end resorts.
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AP: Environmentalists draft bold roadmap for Obama

By DINA CAPPIELLO, Associated Press Writer Dina Cappiello, Associated Press Writer – Tue Nov 25, 11:17 am ET

WASHINGTON – A united and diverse coalition of environmental advocacy groups has sent President-elect Barack Obama its roadmap for change — and it represents a U-turn from the policies of President George W. Bush.

The 391-page report titled "Transition to Green" lays out what the incoming Obama administration can do in its first 100 days and beyond at more than a dozen different agencies to achieve the dual goals of cleaning up the environment and revitalizing the economy.

"It gives a whole vision on how to move forward to repower, rebuild, refuel America," said Jim Lyon, senior vice president for conservation for the National Wildlife Federation, one of 29 groups that signed onto the laundry list of policy recommendations.

Many of the suggestions in the report released Tuesday echo what Obama has said on the campaign trail and signaled during the transition: capping the gases blamed for global warming; basing environmental decisions on sound science; and taking a more cautious approach to energy production on federal lands.

Other recommendations appear to be more aggressive than Obama's stated policies. The groups call for cutting funding for nuclear energy, reinstating a moratorium on drilling off the Atlantic and Pacific coasts and reconsidering recent oil and gas leases in some parts of Alaska.

The bold outline from groups working to protect oceans, increase park space and reduce pollution shows that the environmental community is going on the offensive, after eight years of playing defense. The Bush administration in the last eight years has eased some environmental protections, and in the next eight weeks it is set to relax regulations governing power plant emissions and protecting endangered species.

Environmentalists are hoping to capitalize on a new Democratic administration and a larger Democratic majority in Congress that have already signaled that energy and environmental policy are a priority.

"We know this administration is much more friendly to environmental protection than the one that is leaving town," said Rodger Schlickeisen, president of Defenders of Wildlife, which signed onto the report with the Natural Resources Defense Council, American Rivers, Greenpeace and the National Audubon Society.

"We all see this as an opportunity to right the wrongs of the past," Schlickeisen said.

But they admit there could be some stumbling blocks — namely, a nation in the throes of an economic crisis and larger caucus of moderate Democrats from manufacturing states.

"We need to be able to show that an aggressive response to reducing global warming emissions will not harm the economy, but in fact generate new jobs and marshal investment in clean technologies," said Kevin Knobloch, president of the Union of Concerned Scientists. "It has to be done in a way that is sensitive to regional concerns and jobs."
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Reuters: Vatican set to go green with huge solar panel roof

Tue Nov 25, 2008 3:02pm EST

By Philip Pullella

VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - The Vatican was set to go green on Wednesday with the activation of a new solar energy system to power several key buildings and a commitment to use renewable energy for 20 percent of its needs by 2020.

The massive roof of the Vatican's "Nervi Hall," where popes hold general audiences and concerts are performed, has been covered with 2,400 photovoltaic panels -- but they will not be visible from below, leaving the Vatican skyline unchanged.

The new system on the 5,000 square meter roof will provide for all the year-round energy needs of the hall and several surrounding buildings, producing 300 kilowatt hours (MWh) of clean energy a year.

The system, devised by the German company SolarWorld, will allow the 108-acre city-state to cut its carbon dioxide emissions by about 225,000 kilograms (225 tonnes) and save the equivalent of 80 tonnes of oil each year.

The Holy See's newspaper said on Tuesday that the Vatican planned to install enough renewable energy sources to provide 20 percent of its needs by 2020, broadly in line with a proposal by the European Union.

The 1971 Nervi Hall is named after the renowned architect who designed it, Pier Paolo Nervi, and is one of the most modern buildings in the Vatican, where most structures are several centuries old. The hall can hold up to 10,000 people.

It has a sweeping, wavy roof which made the project feasible and the solar panels virtually invisible from the ground. Church officials have said the Vatican's famous skyline, particularly St Peter's Basilica, would remain untouched.

An editorial in Tuesday's newspaper appealed for greater use of renewable energy.

"The gradual exhaustion of the ozone layer and the greenhouse effect have reached critical dimensions," the newspaper said.

By producing its own energy the Vatican will become more autonomous from Italy, from where it currently buys all its energy. The Vatican is surrounded by Rome.

Pope Benedict and his predecessor John Paul put the Vatican firmly on an environmentalist footing.

Benedict has made numerous appeals for the protection of the environment. The Vatican has hosted a scientific conference to discuss the ramifications of global warming and climate change, widely blamed on human use of fossil fuels.

Environmentalists praised the pope last year after he made a speech saying the human race must listen to "the voice of the earth" or risk destroying the planet.

(Editing by Tim Pearce)
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Reuters: New Zealand's carbon market cast into limbo

Tue Nov 25, 2008 9:02pm EST

By Adrian Bathgate

WELLINGTON (Reuters) - New Zealand's fledgling carbon market has been thrown into limbo only weeks before its planned start date, after the incoming government met an election pledge to review emissions trading, industry officials said.

The scheme was to be the first carbon cap-and-trade scheme outside of Europe and had been designed to help the country meet its obligations under the Kyoto climate-change protocol.

The decision to review it has unnerved market participants, afraid the new conservative government could delay or substantially weaken plans to roll out carbon-trading over the next few years, hurting the country's green image.

"What the government has said has created a lot of uncertainty," said Mark Franklin, head of carbon exchange TZ1, the would-be operator of the country's first carbon market. TZ1 is owned by New Zealand stock exchange operator NZX.

"From a global perspective, we had a pretty good scheme here and there was a fair bit of interest from overseas," he added.

The new government has frozen implementation of emissions-trading since its election on November 8.

Incoming Prime Minister John Key and Climate Change Minister Nick Smith have said the government will adopt a carbon trading scheme in some form, but Key has suggested a revised version might not start trading until 2010.

That is the same year neighboring Australia is due to launch its own scheme, meaning New Zealand could lose any first-mover advantage if it delayed its own until then.

Forestry was the first industry ready to participate under the now frozen scheme, with sectors ranging from transport to agriculture scheduled to be phased in over the next five years.

The planting of forests to generate carbon credits worth tens of millions of dollars has been cast into doubt, said New Zealand Forest Owners Association president Peter Berg.

"Some people are particularly concerned because a number of them have invested money on the basis of the existing scheme," Berg said.

"VERY RELUCTANT"

New Zealand has lost any chance of having a liquid carbon-trading market for a year said Wayne King, director of consulting firm Carbon Market Solutions.

"Most of our clients are very, very reluctant to do anything until we see some sort of clarity," King said.

"There were quite a number of corporates and companies that were about to engage and 
now they can't," he said.

"Emissions liabilities were in the order of over NZ$100 million ($55 million) for some," he added.

King felt the scheme would be softened and that there could be exemptions, at least initially, for some of the bigger emitters, such as steel makers and power firms.

Key has also said the government might consider amending the emissions scheme to include a carbon tax, something opposed by the National Party when it was in opposition.

"The opportunity for New Zealand business is to use the review period to ensure that they are well prepared for carbon pricing, whether through a tax or trading scheme," said Sean Lucy, head of nabCapital's Carbon Solutions Group in Australia.

The National Party, which leads the center-right government, said before the election it would keep emissions-trading but revise it to lessen the burden on businesses. But it faces pressure from one of its minor support parties to make substantial changes.

The ACT Party, founded by the country's best-known free-market politician, had originally campaigned to scrap the scheme but compromised and accepted a review.

The government has suggested the review night also examine the science behind climate change, a move that has outraged environmental groups, who say New Zealand's reputation will be damaged if the concept of global warming is questioned.

Data released by the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat last week showed New Zealand had the sixth highest growth in emissions out of 40 industrialized countries between 1990 and 2006. New Zealand greenhouse gas emissions grew 25.7 percent in the period.

Under the Kyoto Protocol, New Zealand's emissions are meant to show no increase from 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012, the pact's first commitment period.

Climate Change Minister Smith declined a Reuters request for an interview.

"I'm quite confident the select committee review will come up with what we always wanted, which is more balance in this whole debate," Key told the New Zealand Herald newspaper last week.

 (Additional reporting by David Fogarty; Editing by Mark Bendeich and David Fogarty)
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Reuters: Broadway's "Great White Way" goes green

Tue Nov 25, 2:48 pm ET

NEW YORK (Reuters) – Marquees in New York City's Broadway theater district will go "green" this year as part of a plan to save energy and the environment.

Broadway's "Great White Way," nicknamed for the many marquee and billboard lights that flood the theater district with light, will soon be the "Great Green Way," New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg said at a news conference at the Eugene O'Neill Theater to launch the initiative.

"By this time next year, the lights on Broadway will burn just as bright, but the energy bills and our city's carbon output will be lower," Bloomberg said.

Already, 10 Broadway theaters have changed 10,000 exterior and interior bulbs to more energy efficient compact fluorescent bulbs as part of the initiative organized by the mayor, the Broadway League and the National Resources Defense Council.

Broadway theaters plan to do everything from washing their costumes in cold water to producing and disposing of sets in a more environmentally friendly way to lower the theater industry's carbon footprint, organizers said.

Several characters from Broadway shows made cameo appearances in support of the 
plan to lower carbon emissions.

"Higher..bad! Lower... good!" roared the character "Monster" from the Broadway musical "Young Frankenstein," who appeared with "Avenue Q's" Nicky and "Wicked's" Elphaba.

Broadway shows are a major attraction for visitors to New York City and shows sold 12.27 million tickets in the 2007-2008 season, contributing $5.1 billion to the city's economy and supporting 44,000 local jobs, according to the mayor's office.

(Reporting by Rebekah Kebede; Editing by Cynthia Osterman)
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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

26 November 2008


General Environment News
South Africa: Environmental Assessments 'Easily Bought'

Business Day (Johannesburg): Government officials tended to be easily bribed by industry to get favourable rulings on environmental impact assessments, environmental affairs and tourism department director-general Nosipho Ngcobo admitted yesterday. She was addressing a conference arranged by the department to reflect on 10 years' experience of environmental impact assessments (EIA) and to begin charting a new EIA strategy and action plan with industry stakeholders. An independent review commissioned by the department into the effectiveness of the EIA system noted "serious concerns" about corruption and the too frequent and "undue influence" on politicians by applicants or proponents. Nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) also influenced officials too much. In dealing with problems in the EIA system, Ngcobo also highlighted the lack of capacity in the EIA units of national and provincial governments. http://allafrica.com/stories/200811250166.html
Nigeria: Senate's Public Hearing on Gas Flaring Begins

Vanguard (Lagos): Concrete steps to stem gas flaring by oil majors in the country were taken by the Senate yesterday as a public hearing on the Gas Flaring (Prohibition and Punishment) Bill commenced. The Bill under consideration prescribes December 2008 deadline for the prohibition of gas flaring except on express permission of the minister. Companies that flare gas after the deadline, according to the bill, will pay $3.5 (about N400) per million standard cubic feet of gas so flared. In another development, the government of China has sought to allay fears over the implementation of the $8.3 billion (about N971.1 billion) Kano-Lagos rail line project, saying China has requisite experience and personnel to do the job. The Senate President, Chief David Mark, at yesterday's public hearing affirmed the lack of political will by the Presidency to stop gas flaring in the country, while the Senate yesterday summoned all the major oil producing companies to present their time-tables to stop the flaring of gas in the country. http://allafrica.com/stories/200811250120.html
Nigeria: Iccon Seeks Better Deal for Chemists

Vanguard (Lagos): The absence of a National Chemical Policy and appropriate legal instruments in the form of Chemical Laws to delineate specific functions to the various MDAs involved in Chemical Management has been identified as one of the major contributors to conflicting and uncoordinated scenario including the invasion of the chemicals sector by non - professionals. Calling for establishment of appropriate laws, over 350 participants at the maiden mandatory training workshop organised by the Institute of Chartered Chemists of Nigeria (ICCON) held in Lagos recently, observed that the position of chemists in industry in the contemporary Nigerian society has been usurped by other professionals to an alarming degree in view of the non - existence (or ineffectiveness) of requisite chemical and environmental regulatory framework in the country.

The workshop which emphasised the need for graduate chemists to undergo regular professional trainings in order to keep them abreast of relevant information and skills required for professional chemistry practice, urged chemists and other professionals in the chemical sector to close ranks and take up their rightful roles in mainstream socio - economic activities in the bid to entrench appropriate institutional framework for sound management of chemicals in the country. http://allafrica.com/stories/200811250250.html
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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

26 November 2008

	
UNEP or UN in the news
· 'Brown clouds' stir Asian conspiracy storm – Asia Times
· FACTBOX - UN Panel's Findings On Climate Change - Reuters
· Greening the GDP - Daily Mirror
· UN efforts to save ozone layer and fight climate change backed - APP
· Opening-up powers Yantai development - People's Daily Online
· Greenhouse gas level reached all-time high in 2007, UN reports – United Nations
· Emissions by rich nations up by 10% in 16 yrs – Times of India
· UN chief to attend climate change conference in Poland - People's Daily Online



General environment news
· One-third of China's Yellow River polluted  - Taiwan News
UNEP or UN in the news

'Brown clouds' stir Asian conspiracy storm

By Raja Murthy 

MUMBAI - A controversial United Nations report claiming "atmospheric brown clouds" generated by Asia are harming the world's climate, agriculture and health has created a storm of controversy in India, which has slammed it as part of Western pressure on Asia's efforts to counter global warming. 

The brown cloud was more pointedly called the "Asian brown cloud" in an earlier United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report in 2002, before protests from India and China led it to be changed to the politically-correct "atmospheric brown cloud". 

The updated version of the 2002 UN report, released on November 13, says three kilometer-thick brown clouds of soot, particles and toxic cancer-causing chemicals, primarily hovering over the Persian Gulf and Asia, are the latest major threat to global health, food supplies and the environment. 

"I expect the atmospheric brown cloud to be now firmly on the international community's radar as a result of the report, " declared Achim Steiner, under-secretary general and executive director of the UNEP. 

Steiner can revise his expectations, as so far the report has only raised controversy. India's scientific community have said the atmospheric brown clouds over Asia are a seasonal, temporary phenomena which may look bad, but have none of the catastrophic implications mentioned in the UN report. 

The Indian government has also unceremoniously trashed the UN report, pointing fingers at UNEP's credibility, with India's Science and Technology minister Kapil Sibal describing the latest brown cloud report as "propaganda," according to a Press Trust of India news agency article from November 21. 

Sibal said India's scientists have examined the issue and have dismissed the report's claims that burning of fossil fuels in Asia has caused the brown haze. He pointed out that India's per capita greenhouse gas emissions are 1.2 tonnes compared to 23 tonnes in the US and 10 tonnes in European countries. 

Sibal, also one of India's senior lawyers, said, "For anybody who says India and China are responsible for this, I can only say, we certainly are not." 

The Indian government even attributed motives to the UN report. "It is a way of getting at India and China," an unnamed environment ministry official was quoted as saying in the Times of India, India's largest-circulated English daily. 

"We say that the developed world is primarily responsible for global warming, so the West has latched on to the brown cloud formation to target us on traditional fuels. But these fuels are not the only reason why brown clouds are formed," the official said. 

Both the 2002 and new report claim the main sources of the cloud's pollutants came from wood burning and fossil fuels in East Asia, and that the its tiny particles have increased the solar heating of the lower atmosphere by about 50%. 

"The atmospheric brown cloud needs more study before we can draw conclusions on its impact," cautioned T S Panwar, director of Energy and Environment Policy at the New Delhi-based Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

The TERI chief executive, Rajendra Pachauri, leads the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, along with former US vice president Al Gore. 

Panwar, an environmental scientist specializing in air pollution, told Asia Times Online that the atmospheric brown cloud is a normal winter phenomenon following the monsoon, when pollution particles collect in the middle atmosphere before vanishing. 

"As the UN report mentions, it is important to note that such atmospheric brown clouds exist outside of Asia too, in Africa and the American continent," he said. 

Panwar said the data collated in the UNEP report, which was funded by the US, does not sufficiently support the alarming conclusions being drawn from it. 

The new report is part of US-led Western pressure on India and China to accept more responsibility for global warming and restrict greenhouse gas-emitting industries, say Indian officials. Asia's economic powerhouses, in turn, blame Western nations for being guiltier of poor global warming practices and refusing to put the brakes on industrial development. 

Kapil Sibal said the UNEP report was part of pressure being exerted on Asian nations ahead of the United Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, in the winter of 2009. The conference plans a new climate change agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol signed in the Japanese city in December 1997. 

Professor Veerabhadran Ramanathan, head of the UNEP scientific panel that produced the report, attempted to reassure Asia Times Online of its non-partisan nature. "The report has authors from many Asian countries [including India, China, Korea, Japan, among others] and was reviewed by experts from China, India and other parts of the world," said Ramanathan. 

But, like its predecessor in 2002 on the "Asian" brown cloud, the new report has unimpressed other Indian scientists. J Srinivasan and Sulochana Gadgil, faculty members at the Bangalore-based Centre for Atmospheric and Ocean Science at the Indian Institute of Science, both criticized the earlier report, saying its conclusions did not support the data. 

Professor Gadgil said similar criticism could be aimed at the new UN report. 

When Asia Times Online asked Ramanathan about the major differences between his latest report and the more controversial precessed, which is also credited to him, he said, "There are no major differences in the findings". 

He did say that on the regional climate side, this report has more concrete numbers. "It highlights the Himalayan glacier retreat, which was not included in the earlier one, and has new findings on the agricultural and health impacts," he said. 

The earlier report inspired sensationalist headlines such as: "'Asian brown cloud' casts shadow on US weather" (Chicago Tribune May 7, 2004); "'Asian Brown Cloud' menaces the world" (International Herald Tribune August 13, 2002) and "Asia's killer pollution cloud may be heading for Europe" (Evening Standard, London, August 12, 2002). 

At best, the 2008 report could be accepted as a general call to clean up the planet. Still, the UNEP has to exercise more caution before pronouncing global doom - and placing extra blame for it on Asia. If it fails to do so, the global body risks being dismissed as a peddler of hidden agendas.

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/JK25Df01.html
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FACTBOX - UN Panel's Findings On Climate Change

UN: November 26, 2008

Nov 25 - Following are findings of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in a 2007 report. The scientific findings are meant as a guide for government delegates who will meet in Poznan, Poland, from Dec. 1-12: 

* OBSERVED CHANGES 

"Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is now evident from observations of increases in global average air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice, and rising global average sea level." 

* CAUSES OF CHANGE 

"Most of the observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in ... greenhouse gas concentrations" from human activities. 

Annual greenhouse gas emissions from human activities have risen by 70 percent since 1970. Concentrations of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, far exceed the natural range over the last 650,000 years. 

* PROJECTED CLIMATE CHANGES 

Temperatures are likely to rise by between 1.1 and 6.4 Celsius (2.0 and 11.5 Fahrenheit) and sea levels by between 18 cm and 59 cm (7 inches and 23 inches) this century. 

Africa, the Arctic, small islands and Asian mega-deltas are likely to be especially affected by climate change. Sea level rise "would continue for centuries" because of the momentum of warming even if greenhouse gas levels are stabilised. 

"Warming could lead to some impacts that are abrupt or irreversible". About 20-30 percent of species will be at increasing risk of extinction if future temperature rises exceed 1.5 to 2.5 Celsius. 

* FIVE REASONS FOR CONCERN 

-- Risks to unique and threatened systems, such as polar or high mountain ecosystems, coral reefs and small islands. 

-- Risks of extreme weather events, such as floods, droughts and heatwaves. 

-- Distribution of impacts -- the poor and the elderly are likely to be hit hardest. And countries near the equator, most of them poor, generally face greater risks such as of desertification or floods. 

-- Overall impacts -- there is evidence since 2001 that any benefits of warming would be at lower temperatures than previously forecast and that damages from larger temperature rises would be bigger. 

-- Risks or "large-scale singularities", such as rising sea levels over centuries; contributions to sea level rise from Antarctica and Greenland could be larger than projected. 

* SOLUTIONS/COSTS 

Governments have a wide range of tools -- higher taxes on emissions, regulations, tradeable permits and research. An effective carbon price could help cuts. 

Emissions of greenhouse gases would have to peak by 2015 to limit global temperature rises to 2.0 to 2.4 Celsius over pre-industrial times, the strictest goal assessed. 

The costs of fighting warming will range from less than 0.12 percent of global gross domestic product (GDP) per year for the most stringent scenarios until 2030 to less than 0.06 percent for a less tough goal. In the most costly case, that means a loss of GDP by 2030 of less than 3 percent. 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/51251/story.htm 
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Greening the GDP

By Patali Champika Ranawaka 

Minister of Environment and Natural Resources 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total market value of all final goods and services produced in a country during any year. There are three popular approaches of measuring GDP. They are the output approach, income approach and the expenditure approach. All three approaches give still the same value, as for all goods that are produced, an amount of money equal to the value of the goods produced is spent on purchasing the goods, and the money spent on purchasing the goods is paid to the workers as income. 

GDP is the most important current measure of our nation’s economic performance estimated annually by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. Any increment of the GDP is considered as a positive growth of the economy. However it associates with number of problems. It is merely a gross tally of products and services bought and sold, with no distinctions between transactions that add to well-being, and those that diminish it. Instead of separating costs from benefits, and productive activities from destructive ones, the GDP assumes that every monetary transaction adds to well-being, by definition. 

The GDP ignores everything that happens outside the realm of monetized exchange, regardless of its importance to well-being. It ignores the non-market economy of household and community and the drawbacks of living on foreign assets. GDP ignores our environment. Even worse, GDP often includes the environment in the wrong side of the balance. GDP increases with polluting activities and then again with clean-ups. It also takes no account of income distribution, environment services etc.

“Why shouldn’t people who deplete our natural resources have to pay and those who protect them reap the profits?” Conservation-minded entrepreneurs and others around the world are beginning to ask just this question, as the increasing scarcity of natural resources becomes a tangible threat . Therefore there is an urgent necessity of a new economy — a system that recognize the economic value of natural resources and systems and the potential profits in protecting them.

In Harvard Gazette, 12 December 2002, Sir Crispin Tickell emphasized the importance of looking at ecological footprints and came up with a new- sort of economics that takes environmental costs into consideration. He said that the economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of the environment and argued that Communism collapsed because it didn’t recognize markets and the Capitalism may collapse because it doesn’t recognize ecology. Therefore, the GDP would do a pretty good job of estimating the size of our economy, but, could carry inadequacies in true welfare measures.

In contrast of Standard GDP Accounting, the Green or Environmental Accounting describes an effort to incorporate environmental benefits and costs into economic decision making. Green GDP is an index of economic growth with the environmental consequences of that growth factored in. It can be used to assess whether the reported GDP is green or sustainable. Gray, 1994 has introduced three methods for green accounting. 
They are the sustainable cost method, natural capital inventory accounting and the input-output analysis. Sustainable cost is the (hypothetical) cost of restoring the earth to the state it was in prior to the impact; i.e. the amount of money a country would have to spend at the end of an accounting period in order to place the biosphere back into the position it was at the start of the accounting period. Natural capital inventory accounting involves the recording of stocks of natural capital over time, with changes in stock levels used as an indicator of the (declining) quality of the natural environment. Various types of natural capital stocks are distinguished enabling the recording, monitoring and reporting of depletions or enhancements within four distinct categories suggested by Gray.

· Critical, for example, the ozone layer, environmental services, tropical hardwood, biodiversity.

· Non-renewable/non-substitutable, for example, oil, petroleum and mineral products.

· Non-renewable/substitutable, for example, waste disposal, energy usage.

· Renewable, for example, plantation timber, fisheries.

Input—output analysis accounts for the physical flow of materials, energy inputs, product and waste outputs in physical units. It aims to measure all materials inputs into the process, and outputs of finished goods, emissions, recycled materials and waste for disposal.

In May 1989 the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD) Council called for the development of a means of integrating the process of economic and environmental decision making. This concept was supported by the G-7 summit meeting in Paris in July of the same year.  The OECD-designed indicators are far from the planning ambitions of the UN. However there was a great deal of interest, within the EU, in the preparation of a coherent set of environmental accounts . Under the name ‘Integrated System of Environmental and Economic Accounts’ (IEEA),it was forwarded by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Bank during 1980s. However, no agreement has been reached yet on whether modifying GDP in the light of estimates of national damage, or simply presenting environmental data alongside the national income accounts is the right method.During 1990s, some Latin American countries experimented with IEEA, although in parallel to the traditional Standard National Accounting (SNA). From the green accounting of the JEEA it is expected that new indicators will be developed to replace the traditional GNP or GDP. One such is the Eco-Domestic Product (EDP), under which certain activities such as the extraction and export of minerals would be accounted for differently than they are under GDP/GNP.
China, India, some middle-eastern and European countries too have focused on this issue. One problem with EDP is that it amounts to double counting under certain circumstances. In addition, it is not known about how much of natural resource stock exist on the planet, what they are and what their rates of depletion are. Again, the method used for estimating the costs for non-market goods was contingent valuation by applying the willingness-to-pay (accept) approach. Here consumers were asked how much they are prepared to pay for a better or healthier environment. 

Another approach was to use a questionnaire, where people were asked to what extent they would reduce their consumption in order to achieve fewer environmental hazards.  It was also possible that some problems were not recognized because they were thought to be minor, but under closer scrutiny it transpired that, they could cause major monetary losses. The lack of property rights and the consequent lack of prices for the natural assets not only cause problems for green accountants, it also results in what is called “the tragedy of the commons”. Which institution would be involved in the decision making regarding resource allocation is also un-answered yet. For example, is it the Government, private companies or individuals?

A value that can be considered for green accounting:

The Total Economic Value of Natural Forests and Forest Plantations is Rs. Millions 58.386.3 (=Rs. Billion. 58.4=US$ Millions 530.8)

Round Timber Value = VS $ Million 44.3 

Non-timber forest Products Value = US $ Millions 156.5 Carbon sequestration Value US $ Millions 169.9 Water purification benefits = US $ Millions 4.5 Pharmaceutical prospecting Value= US $ Millions 20.6 Fuel-wood Value US $ Millions 20.6 Hydrological Benefits = US $ Millions 122.7

 http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=33310  
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UN efforts to save ozone layer and fight climate change backed        

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 25 (APP): The United Nations should twin its efforts to combat ozone depletion and climate change to reap the greatest economic and environmental benefits, governments concluded at a recent global gathering. 

The call for greater cooperation between UN treaties on ozone and global warming was issued last week at the end of a meeting in Doha, Qatar, of the 150 governments which are party to the Montreal Protocol and the Vienna Convention, both of which seek to protect the ozone layer, a press release issued at UN Headquarters said Monday. 

Participants asked the Executive Secretary of the Montreal Protocol to pursue closer ties with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and explore how best to slash the release of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), one of the six greenhouse gases controlled under UNFCCC’s Kyoto Protocol. 

They also suggested that phasing out hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) – which are highly damaging to the ozone layer – will be mutually beneficial in addressing both the ozone layer and climate change. 

HCFCs were originally introduced to replace more ozone-damaging substances in products such as refrigerators and air-conditioners, but they themselves are now scheduled to be replaced by new chemicals which governments have said they hope are both ozone and climate-friendly. 

“In a world of scarce financial resources, maximizing the impacts of the various multilateral environmental agreements is paramount,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

At the Doha gathering, attendees also discussed the best means to destroy harmful substances stored in old equipment, as well as funding to help developing countries to eliminate ozone-damaging chemicals. 

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=60223&Itemid=2 
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Opening-up powers Yantai development 

November 26, 2008 

Yantai, one of the first 14 coastal cities in China approved to open up, embarked the process in 1984.

"Great change has taken place," said Tian Zengcheng, who was the deputy director of the managing committee of Yantai Economic and Technological Development Area (YEDA) 24 years ago.

Along coastal stretches of bare sand in Shandong province, the YEDA was established in October of 1984.

Now YEDA is a modern industrial city with skyscrapers lining the once-deserted beach.

It has yielded great returns, with about 12,000 earthmoving machines made there sold overseas every year as nearly 800 cars rolls off its production lines every day and about 8,000 mobile phones are produced every hour.

The business environment has drawn investors from home and abroad, including 43 Fortune 500 enterprises and more than 60 world-famous multinationals from 37 countries and regions including the United States, Japan and South Korea.

Industrial clusters have been formed in the zone, manufacturing autos, mobile phones, computers, equipment and even ships are now based in the zone.

Expansive facilities also produce polyurethane, spare parts, 3G mobile phones, computers and consumer electronic products.

Due to its efforts protecting environment, YEDA is held up as a model area by the United Nations Environment Programme and the Ministry of Environmental Protection of China. It is also a pilot region for a cyclic economy in China.

Growth potential

Covering one-60th of the city, YEDA generates one-sixth of its GDP, one-fifth of revenues, a third of production value from high technology and half of the city's total import and export value.

Comprehensive evaluations place YEDA sixth among the 54 State-level industrial areas.

"The opening-up boosted Yantai's economy and it is playing a decisive role in the city's current and future economic development," said Sun Yongchun, Party chief of Yantai.

Twenty-four years ago, only 1.5 percent of the 17,400 pieces of industrial equipment owned by the city's enterprises were up to international standards.

In the years since, some $15.8 billion in capital from 11,000 overseas-invested companies has given the area vibrancy. Trade by foreign-invested enterprises accounts for 84 percent of the city's total and generates 48.9 percent of its total revenue.

With a GDP of 288 billion yuan, Yantai ranked seventh of the 14 coastal cities and second in Shandong province in 2007.

In 1984 the area had very few top-class roads. An airport or highways were nowhere to be seen in the city, which was better known as the end of rail line.

Yantai now has more than 13,500 km of roads and highways extending in all directions. Laishan International Airport serves regular routes to 30 cities at home and abroad. Yantai port, with an annual throughput of over 150 million tons, has trade links with more than 100 ports in about 70 countries and regions, making it alone an important center of foreign trade in north China.

A ferry railway linking with Dalian makes Yantai no longer the end of the railway but a portal connecting northeast China with Shandong province and the southeast coast.

Twenty-four years ago, per capita housing was no more than 9 sq m in the city - which has now risen to 26.4 sq m in the urban area and 27.8 sq m in the countryside.

UN Habitat award

The city received a UN Habitat award and is listed among the Top 10 cities for quality life in China. More than 20 international economic and trade galas have been held in Yantai.

"With the opening-up going deep, Yantai is developing into an international city and a processing and manufacturing base," Sun said.

The city's total import and export value in the previous nine months increased by $1.4 billion over 2007's full-year total, a sharp contrast to the general slip due to the global financial crisis.

"More Fortune 500 enterprises' settlement can drive industrial development and help cushion market risks," said Yu Dong, head of Yantai Bureau of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation.

It is investment from multinationals that raises the city's ability to weather the crisis.

The opening-up has made Yantai a part of the global economy and will power the city to getting stronger.

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/6540719.html 
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Greenhouse gas level reached all-time high in 2007, UN reports 

United Nations,Tue 25 Nov 2008

Observing Africa's carbon cycle25 November 2008 – Greenhouse gases, which drive global warming, continue to increase and carbon dioxide concentrations reached their highest level ever in 2007, according to a publication released today by the United Nations World Meteorological Organization (WMO).
The burning of fossil fuels and other human activities emit greenhouse gases, which warm the planet by trapping radiation within the atmosphere.

WMO's 2007 "Greenhouse Gas Bulletin" found that the amount of carbon dioxide has risen 0.5 per cent from the previous year, while concentrations of nitrous oxide, another climate-warming substance, also reached record highs in 2006.

In the past quarter century, carbon dioxide levels have soared 37 per cent, with population growth and urban development propelling increased burning of fossil fuels such as oil and coal. Also contributing to the surging CO2 levels is the clearing of land for farming, which releases more of the gas into the air and slashes carbon uptake by the biosphere.

The new report said it is too early to judge whether there is an upward trend in levels of methane, another greenhouse gas, whose concentrations have been fluctuating over the past decade.

It also found that the amount of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which are ozone-damaging chemicals, continue to drop, thanks to emissions reductions set under the UN's Montreal Protocol that entered into force in 1989.

Meanwhile, a consortium including the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today said that Africa could be absorbing more carbon dioxide from the atmosphere than the continent is releasing into it.

CarboAfrica found that Africa contributes less than 4 per cent of the global emissions from fossil fuels, but accounts for 17 per cent and 40 per cent respectively of gas emissions emanating from deforestation and fires.

But the most important element is the balance between carbon captured through photosynthesis by Africa's forests and savannas and gas released into the atmosphere, the research project comprised of 15 institutions said.

"Our evidence so far indicates that Africa seems a 'carbon sink,' meaning that it takes more carbon out of the atmosphere than it releases," said Riccardo Valenti, coordinator of CarboAfrica. "If confirmed, this implies that Africa contributes to reducing the greenhouse effect, thus helping mitigate the consequences of climate change."

http://cgi.wn.com/?action=display&article=79947045&template=worldnews/paidnews.txt&index=recent 
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Emissions by rich nations up by 10% in 16 yrs

26 Nov 2008, 0227 hrs IST, Nitin Sethi, TNN  

NEW DELHI: The rich countries, which were mandated to cut down on their emissions, are instead on an upward curve that could lead the world to tipping point. The global warming causing greenhouse gas emissions of the rich nations have increased by 9.9% between 1990-2006. 

The data released by the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) comes as a wake-up call to the world with scientists having warned earlier that global emissions needed to be cut by as much as 30-40% from 1990 levels in order to stabilise the temperatures at a bearable point by 2020. 

"The data has revealed the doublespeak of rich nations that have been asking India, China and other developing countries to undertake reduction in their already low emission levels even as their own emissions continue to rise," a senior Indian official said. 

India's per capita emissions are almost one-twentieth of the US and one-tenth of EU. 

The global climate treaty divides the countries into two sets. One set is called the Annex 1 or industrialised countries, which are responsible for most of the accumulated GHG emissions and have been asked to reduce their emissions by 6-8% by 2012. The rest, such as Indian and China, are called non-Annex 1 countries in UN jargon. 

Eastern European countries, where the economic meltdown had led to reduced emissions by default, are called `economies in transition' and are taken as a separate sub-category within the Annex 1 list. 

The worst offenders in the rich nations list turns out to be Turkey, whose emissions increased by 95% in the 16-year period. Australia's emissions increased by 27.3% and of the US by 14.4%. 

However, some industrialised countries have reduced their emissions, such as UK by 15.1% and Germany by 18.2%. 

While EU has contended that at least 15 of its members could collectively meet its first phase targets, the battle between nations is heating up with the international panel of scientists demanding much stronger cuts over the next phase (starting from 2012) in order to stabilise temperatures. 

The report comes ahead of the meetings of more than 100 countries in Poland in early December to resolve how the emission cuts and its burden should be shared. 

The rich nations have been demanding that India and China should also undertake some form of emission cuts whereas the developing nations have been adamant that the accumulated and historical burden lies with the rich nations, which still continue to belch out much more pollution every year. They warn that even though the industrial nations are to blame, it's the poorest in countries like India that could suffer the most if climate change continued unchecked. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Emissions_by_rich_nations_up_by_10_in_16_yrs/articleshow/3756853.cms 
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UN chief to attend climate change conference in Poland 

November 26, 2008 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will attend the next round of UN climate change talks scheduled to be held in Poznan, Poland, next month, his press office said Tuesday. 

At the start of the high-level portion of the two-week meeting, Ban will lay out his ideas for some key issues under negotiation, including the shared vision necessary for long-term world collaboration on climate change, Ban's spokesperson Michele Montas told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York. 

"He will continue to call on countries not to abandon their commitments to reducing greenhouse gas emissions because of the global financial crisis, but rather to make use of solutions that will address both, such as public investments in alternative, low-carbon energy systems," Montas said. 

At the Poznan meeting which runs from Dec. 1-12, the secretary-general will also convey to participants the readiness of the UN system to support governments implement both existing and future agreements. 

Given the little time before the crucial meeting in Copenhagen in December 2009, the secretary-general will urge leaders and ministers that are in attendance to make the most of the opportunity in Poznan, Montas said. 

Following intensive discussions in Bali, Indonesia, last December, member states agreed on a road map for strengthening international action on climate change. 

A long-term international agreement, expected to be reached in Copenhagen Climate Change Conference in late 2009 in Denmark, will lay down measures and obligations for the world after the first commitment period of Kyoto Protocol expires by the end of 2012. 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/90856/6540708.html 

General environment news

One-third of China's Yellow River polluted  

By HENRY SANDERSON, Associated Press, 2008-11-25

A third of China's fabled Yellow River, which supplies water to millions of people in the country's north, is heavily polluted by industrial waste and unsafe for any use, according to new scientific data.

The Yellow River, the second-longest in China after the Yangtze, has seen its water quality deteriorate rapidly in the last few years, as discharge from factories increases and water levels drop because of diversion for booming cities.

The river supplies a region chronically short of water but rich in industry.

The Yellow River Conservancy Committee said 33.8 percent of the river's water sampled registered worse than level 5, meaning it's unfit for drinking, aquaculture, industrial use and even agriculture, according to criteria used by the U.N. Environmental Program.

A 2007 survey covered more than 8,384 miles (13,492 kilometers) of the river, which flows from western Qinghai province across China into the Bohai sea, and its tributaries, a notice posted on the committee's Web site Saturday said.

Only 16 percent of the river samples reached level 1 or 2 _ water considered safe for household use.

Industry and manufacturing made up 70 percent of the discharge into the river, the notice said, with 23 percent coming from households and 6.4 percent from other sources. The notice did not identify specific pollutants.

The results showed pollution has gotten slightly worse since 2006, when 31 percent of the water in the river was poorer than a level 5, according to an earlier survey, although only 7,774 miles (12,510 kilometers) was measured then.

"It's not surprising," said Wen Bo, of the San Francisco, California-based environmental group Pacific Environment.

Many polluting firms in the upper and middle reaches of Yellow River have not been well monitored by local governments or protected because they give jobs to workers, said Wen, who is the organization's China program director.

There is also no mechanism for richer provinces downstream to help the poorer ones upstream clean up, he said.

"They are just treating the river as a dumping site," Wen said. "It's basically a sewage channel for the provinces that share the river."

China's State Council, the Cabinet, launched a nationwide campaign to reduce the discharge of pollutants from industrial companies in the second half of last year in an effort to start solving the problem, the official Xinhua News Agency said.

Even so, the government still faces an uphill task. For one, said Wen, it must make environmental protection a priority and allow the public and media to reveal polluting firms.

Some of the world's most polluted cities are in China, where many rivers and lakes are toxic after decades of breakneck industrial and economic growth.

In February pollution turned part of a major river system in central China red and foamy, forcing authorities to cut water supplies to as many as 200,000 people.

In one of China's worst cases of river pollution, potentially cancer-causing chemicals, including benzene, spilled into the Songhua River in November 2005. The northeastern city of Harbin was forced to sever water supplies to 3.8 million people for five days.

Pollution in China's waterways remains "grave," according to a June report by the Ministry of Environmental Protection on the state of the environment in 2007. More than 20 percent of water tested in nearly 200 rivers was not safe to use, it said.

The ministry has tried to shut down polluting factories along China's main waterways, but its power is limited because local environmental protection bureaus are under the control of local governments.

http://www.etaiwannews.com/etn/news_content.php?id=796755&lang=eng_news 
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Greenhouse gas level reached all-time high in 2007, UN reports 

25 November - Greenhouse gases, which drive global warming, continue to increase and carbon dioxide concentrations reached their highest level ever in 2007, according to a publication released today by the United Nations World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

The burning of fossil fuels and other human activities emit greenhouse gases, which warm the planet by trapping radiation within the atmosphere. 

WMO’s 2007 “Greenhouse Gas Bulletin” found that the amount of carbon dioxide has risen 0.5 per cent from the previous year, while concentrations of nitrous oxide, another climate-warming substance, also reached record highs in 2006. 

In the past quarter century, carbon dioxide levels have soared 37 per cent, with population growth and urban development propelling increased burning of fossil fuels such as oil and coal. Also contributing to the surging CO2 levels is the clearing of land for farming, which releases more of the gas into the air and slashes carbon uptake by the biosphere. 

The new report said it is too early to judge whether there is an upward trend in levels of methane, another greenhouse gas, whose concentrations have been fluctuating over the past decade. 

It also found that the amount of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which are ozone-damaging chemicals, continue to drop, thanks to emissions reductions set under the UN’s Montreal Protocol that entered into force in 1989. 

Meanwhile, a consortium including the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today said that Africa could be absorbing more carbon dioxide from the atmosphere than the continent is releasing into it. 

CarboAfrica found that Africa contributes less than 4 per cent of the global emissions from fossil fuels, but accounts for 17 per cent and 40 per cent respectively of gas emissions emanating from deforestation and fires. 

But the most important element is the balance between carbon captured through photosynthesis by Africa’s forests and savannas and gas released into the atmosphere, the research project comprised of 15 institutions said. 

“Our evidence so far indicates that Africa seems a ‘carbon sink,’ meaning that it takes more carbon out of the atmosphere than it releases,” said Riccardo Valenti, coordinator of CarboAfrica. “If confirmed, this implies that Africa contributes to reducing the greenhouse effect, thus helping mitigate the consequences of climate change.”
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Violence against women remains widespread and largely unpunished – UN officials 

25 November - Violence against women is the least punished crime in the world, United Nations officials said today, urging governments to end the widespread impunity and to take measures to ensure that the laws and policies that aim to protect women and girls are enforced. 

In separate messages to mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, observed today, the heads of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) called on policymakers to harness the momentum generated by recent global efforts against the scourge. 

UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid described the battle to end violence against women as “a major challenge of our time,” alongside climate change and the global financial crisis. 

“Violence against women is the most prevalent and least punished crime in the world. It is also a grave threat to health and well-being,” Ms. Obaid said in a statement, adding that it was disturbing that it still persisted 60 years after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted. 

In her message, Ms. Obaid underscored UNFPA’s commitment to support women’s empowerment, gender equality and reproductive health and rights and said that tackling violence against women and girls was critical to ensuring the success of these efforts. 

UNIFEM Executive Director Inés Alberdi pointed to two significant events this year that she said have marked a defining moment in the global drive to end violence against women. 

In March Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon launched his global campaign, UNiTE to End Violence against Women with a 2015 deadline to coincide with the target date for meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of internationally agreed objectives for eradicating poverty and other social ills, including gender inequality. 

“[It] is a challenge for all of us, governments, civil society as well as the international community to take the actions needed to stop this prevalent human rights violation,” said Ms. Alberdi. 

She added that the Security Council reached another milestone in adopting resolution 1820, which recognizes sexual violence in situations of armed conflict as a threat to national and international peace and security and calls for decisive actions by all involved in the conflict to protect women and girls. 

The UNIFEM campaign, which aims to gather one million names on its “Say No to Violence against Women” website, also wraps up today and the signatures will be handed over to Mr. Ban to coincide with the Day. 

“Now, we must use this momentum to get governments to implement the laws and policies already in place. Despite the fact that more governments than ever have passed such laws, there is still a wide implementation gap,” said Ms. Alberdi. 

Mr. Ban, in his message for the Day, noted the progress that has been made but also highlighted the need to address existing gaps. “We need to do more to enforce laws and counter impunity. We need to combat attitudes and behaviour that condone, tolerate, excuse or ignore violence committed against women. And we need to increase funding for services for victims and survivors,” he stated. 

“All of us – men and women, soldiers and peacekeepers, citizens and leaders – have a responsibility to help end violence against women. States must honour their commitments to prevent violence, bring perpetrators to justice and provide redress to victims. And each of us must speak out in our families, workplaces and communities, so that acts of violence against women cease,” he stressed. 

Adding her voice to the call to ensure justice for women, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay said that despite many advances over the past century, some level of impunity for sexual and other forms of violence against women occurs all across the world, and in virtually all societies. 

“In some societies, men are fully aware that if they beat or injure – or, in some cases, even kill – their wives or daughters, they will not end up in court,” the High Commissioner said in a statement. “What kind of lesson does a State pass on to the next generation, when it turns a blind eye to the abusive treatment of one parent by the other? 

“Efforts to combat violence against women will never be fully successful while national legal frameworks to protect them, and grant them the possibility of economic and social independence, remain inadequate,” Ms. Pillay added. 

In Iraq, women and girls are becoming “the soft targets of violence and the invisible victim of the conflict,” said Yakin Ertürk, the UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences. 

Ms. Ertürk described a dire situation for women in the Middle Eastern country, who are the victims of rape, sex trafficking, forced and early marriages, murder and abduction for sectarian or criminal reasons and are either forced or driven into prostitution 

She also expressed deep concern about the increase in violence within families, in particular the rise of so-called honour killings. 

“Honour killings are among the primary causes of unnatural deaths among women in the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, and a number of reports are also documenting the practice of female genital mutilation,” Ms. Ertürk said in a press release. 

Faced with the despair of not even being able to report sexual attacks for fear of being ostracized or killed by their own families, many women are turning to suicide to escape the cycle of violence.
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Secretary-General to attend next round of UN climate talks in Poland 

25 November - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will attend the next round of United Nations climate change talks which kick off in Poznan, Poland, next month, it was announced today. 

At the start of the high-level portion of the two-week meeting, Mr. Ban will lay out his ideas for some key issues under negotiation, including the shared vision necessary for long-term world collaboration on climate change. 

“He will continue to call on countries not to abandon their commitments to reducing greenhouse gas emissions because of the global financial crisis, but rather to make use of solutions that will address both, such as public investments in alternative, low-carbon energy systems,” Michele Montas, his spokesperson, told reporters in New York. 

At the Poznan meeting which runs from 1-12 December, the Secretary-General will also convey to participants the readiness of the UN system to support governments implement both existing and future agreements. 

UN-backed talks to reach agreement on a successor pact to the Kyoto Protocol, whose first commitment period ends in 2012, began last December in Bali, where 187 countries agreed on the so-called “Bali Roadmap” – including bolstered action on mitigation, adaptation, technology and finance – to tackle climate change. 

The two-year negotiations are scheduled to conclude next December in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Without effective action, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), co-recipient of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize, has warned of a 4-degree Celsius surge in average global temperatures this century, far surpassing the 0.8-degree Celsius rise in the twentieth century.
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** Poznan
The Secretary-General plans to attend the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Poznan, Poland, next month. 

At the opening of the high-level segment, he will articulate his ideas for some of the key issues under negotiation, such as the nature of the shared vision we need for long-term cooperative action on climate change. 

He will continue to call on countries not to abandon their commitments to reducing greenhouse gas emissions because of the global financial crisis, but rather to make use of solutions that will address both -- such as public investments in alternative, low-carbon energy systems. 

Speaking on behalf of the United Nations system, he will also demonstrate the readiness of the United Nations system to support Governments in implementing existing and future agreements.  

Given the little time before the crucial meeting in Copenhagen in December 2009, the Secretary-General will urge leaders and ministers that are in attendance to make the most of the opportunity in Poznan.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "slums" ��Daily Nation: Slums targeted in river clean-up�


� HYPERLINK  \l "block" ��Environmental Expert: Clouds of pollution block sunlight, according to new Globe-Net research �


� HYPERLINK  \l "qatar" ��Environmental Expert: Maximizing the climate-combating benefits of the ozone layer treaty key outcome of Qatar-hosted meeting �


� HYPERLINK  \l "vangard" ��LA VANGUARDIA: Camino‘verde’ para salvar la economía Obama tantea un ‘green new deal’; EuropayAsia también�
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