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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday 29 September 2008
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· AP: Brazil: Amazon destruction up; elections blamed
· Reuters: Ocean "dead zones" spread, fish more at risk: study
· BBC News: Brazil government 'worst logger'
· AFP: Pollution trial opens in Ivory Coast
· AP: Nation's first greenhouse gas auction nets $38.5M
· Reuters: Pollution slowly killing world's coral reefs
· AFP: Sunny Niger's solar dream dims under cost cloud
· CNS: People must live morally, ethically, to save environment, says pope
· Sophia Echo: Bulgaria’s Environment Ministry to start distributing free carbon dioxide quotas from 2007
· Times Leader: Congress bans mercury exports to protect environment
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA 

· ROLAC 
· RONA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 29 September 2008 
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 29 September 2008 
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Media Newswire.com: New Zealand's Environment Minister Hands the World Environment Day Torch to Mexico 

Climate change is one of the biggest environmental issues facing the world today, and this year's World Environment Day theme 'Kick the Habit-working towards a low carbon economy', recognised the role all countries play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

(Media-Newswire.com) - A message from Trevor Mallard, New Zealand's Minister of Environment 

I would like to congratulate Mexico and wish them all the best for the hosting of World Environment Day 2009. I hope you have as much pleasure as New Zealand had hosting the momentous occasion this year. 

Climate change is one of the biggest environmental issues facing the world today, and this year's World Environment Day theme 'Kick the Habit-working towards a low carbon economy', recognised the role all countries play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Next year's theme 'UNite to Combat Climate Change' provides a similar opportunity for nations to acknowledge the importance of our environment, promote sustainability and reduce the impacts of climate change. 

Like many people around the world, New Zealanders are proud of their country, and we are also very aware of our environmental responsibilties. Although we are a relatively new country, we take environment matters seriously because of the huge emphasis we put on the outdoors and the way in which this underpins our way of life. 

World Environment Day allowed us to showcase the positive things we are doing nationally, regionally and internationally to promote sustainability and reduce the impacts of climate change. It was incredible to see the number of people who banded together to mark the day and honour our environment by taking actions to protect it. 

It was also fantastic to be able to host the UNEP delegation, including Executive Director Achim Steiner, who helped us make World Environment Day 2008 the success that it was. 

World Environment Day is a brilliant opportunity to bring the world's communities together to find new ways to protect our environment and form stronger networks to support and build on the work that is already underway. Rest assured New Zealand will be doing its part next June to mark the day once again and to recognise the importance of our environment. 
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UN News Centre: World leaders recognize UN’s lead role on today’s global crises, say senior aides

Nicholas Haysom (left) and Robert Orr at news conference

29 September 2008 – There is growing recognition of the lead role played by the United Nations, and by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon himself, in finding solutions to some of today’s toughest challenges, including the food crisis and climate change, as well as peace and security issues, ranging from Darfur to the Middle East, two of his top aides said today. 

Mr. Ban has had over 100 – and still counting – bilateral meetings over the course of the past week with leaders from around the world who gathered in New York for the General Assembly’s annual debate, which is set to conclude today. 

What was seen during those discussions was a “distinct shift” in the concerns of Member States – away from peace and security issues and towards global crises, such as the high costs of food and energy, climate change and the slow progress towards achieving the anti-poverty targets known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

“It is in these areas that the UN is more readily accepted as a factor of organization and coordination for a solution to these problems,” Nicholas Haysom, Director for Political Affairs in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General, told reporters. 

“And these are the areas in which the Secretary-General’s leadership has been more readily accepted and is accepted, and over the last years he’s taken a very distinct lead,” he added. 

However, that is not to say that discussions did not focus on pressing peace and security matters. In fact, on that subject, there was recognition that the UN is “pretty stretched” with regard to its peacekeeping operations, particularly in Africa, noted Mr. Haysom. 

Leaders are also aware that the UN is experiencing difficulty in getting Member States to live up to their commitments and to act with what Mr. Ban calls ‘due accountability’ to the Organization and other Member States in that regard. 

“We’ve had one or two positive indications that helicopters might be forthcoming in respect of Darfur,” Mr. Haysom stated. The UN and the African Union have deployed a joint peacekeeping force to that strife-torn Sudanese region, but it is still lacking key essential equipment, including helicopters. 

“And we’ve had a number of positive indications of States that may be willing to play a role, and perhaps a lead role, in the construction of an international stabilization force for Somalia,” he added. 

Other issues of concern included the Middle East, where the UN saw “some window of opportunity” in light of the dialogue that now exists between the various parties concerned, Georgia and Myanmar. 

Last week also saw a plethora of special events intended to focus attention on issues such as the MDGs, climate change and the food crisis. Among the centrepieces was a day-long high-level event on the Goals, which saw Governments, foundations, businesses and civil society groups pledge $16 billion in new commitments to meet the MDGs. 

“We are still sorting… but we feel quite confident that we’re talking conservatively at least $16 billion in new pledges and commitments to the MDGs. And that is significantly more, quite frankly, than we were expecting,” Robert Orr, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Strategic Planning. 

Among the many new initiatives announced last week was the $76 million “purchase-for-progress” scheme, announced by the World Food Programme (WFP), the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Howard G. Buffet Foundation, to develop new ways for WFP to purchase food locally in developing countries. “This is not just about ‘old school’ food aid. This is really the new generation of assistance to address food needs,” said Mr. Orr. 

He added that although much of the world is focused right now on the financial crisis, “there’s no question that over the last week to 10 days in this building there has also been a very key focus on the food crisis.” 

Mr. Orr also noted that the UN itself came together to address climate change with the Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) Programme. The partnership between the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UNEP and UNDP is designed to combat climate change through creating incentives to reverse the trend of deforestation, a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions. 

“In several areas we saw concrete embodiments of new ways of doing business, new coalitions of member governments, private sector entities, philanthropists and civil society coming together to address the challenges,” he stated. 
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PRWEB: Laboure-Roi Goes Green with 2008 Beaujolais Nouveau

Top Burgundy wine producer Laboure-Roi introduces eco-friendly PET plastic bottles and tree planting program for the Beaujolais Nouveau 2008 vintage release. 

Port Washington, NY (PRWEB) September 26, 2008 -- Labouré-Roi, Burgundy's third largest negociant, is pleased to unveil a major new eco-friendly initiative with the launch of its 2008 Beaujolais Nouveau. When the nouveau vintage is released on the third Thursday of November, it will feature Labouré-Roi's two-pronged approach to minimizing impact on the environment. 

1. Labouré-Roi Beaujolais Nouveau 2008 will be packaged in a lightweight PET plastic bottle (750 ml) to help lower the winery's carbon footprint during transportation. 

2. Introduction of the "One More Tree" campaign helps aid the UNEP's (United Nations Environment Programme) worldwide Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign to help fight climate change and restore the earth's ecosystems. For each bottle purchased, one tree will be planted in Mali, the seventh largest country in Africa, and also one of the poorest. It is one of the few areas within the great continent with a lush agriculture maintained by the health of the bordering Niger River. Replenishing this much-needed vegetation will maintain the surrounding ecosystem for decades to come and help understand the link between poverty and environment. 

This initiative could not have been completed without the inspiration of 1% for the Planet, an organization which recognizes companies who contribute at least 1% of sales to environmental groups around the world. 

Established in 1832, Labouré-Roi today is shaking up the status quo within the timeless world of Burgundy winemaking. The catalyst for change at this historic producer is a youthful, dynamic team led by C.E.O. Olivier Martin, who joined Labouré-Roi in 2003, and lead winemaker Thomas Leclere. 

Located in Nuits-Saint-Georges, the Labouré-Roi winemaking facility is one of the more technically-advanced wineries in Burgundy. With a cellaring capacity of 2,000 barrels, the winery supplements the house's impressive historic cellars. Dating back to the 16th century, the ancient cellars are still used today for the storage and aging of select bottles. 
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Huntingtonnews.net: UN Admits Its Climate Change Program Threatens Indigenous Peoples 

Special to Huntingtonnews.net 

New York, NY (HNN) -- On the third day of the General Assembly’s 63rd Session United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the Prime Minister of Norway launched the United Nations REDD program, a collaboration of FAO, UNDP, UNEP and the World Bank. 

The inclusion of forests in the carbon market, or REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) has caused anxiety, protest and outrage throughout the world since it was created at the failed climate change negotiations in Bali and funded by the World Bank. 

An estimated 60 million indigenous peoples are completely dependent on forests and are considered the most threatened by REDD. Therefore, indigenous leaders are among its most prominent critics. The International Indigenous Peoples’ Forum on Climate Change declared that: ‘...REDD will steal our land… States and carbon traders will take control over our forests.’ 

It is alarming that indigenous peoples’ fears and objections have now been confirmed by the UN-REDD Framework Document itself. 

On page 4 and 5 it blatantly states that the program could “deprive communities of their legitimate land-development aspirations, that hard-fought gains in forest management practices might be wasted, that it could cause the lock-up of forests by decoupling conservation from development, or erode culturally rooted not-for-profit conservation values.” 

It is further highlighted that “REDD benefits in some circumstances may have to be traded off against other social, economic or environmental benefits.” 

In carefully phrased UN language, the document further acknowledges that REDD could cause severe human rights violations and be disastrous for the poor because it could “marginalize the landless…and those with… communal use-rights”. 

This is tantamount to the UN recognizing that REDD could undermine indigenous peoples and local communities rights to the usage andownership of their lands. 

Could it be that the UN is paving the way for a massive land grab? 
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Fox News: U.N. Liaison Offices: Secretive and Out of Control?
Monday, September 29, 2008

By George Russell
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To the many secretive parts of the sprawling United Nations system around the world that have been tarred by financial scandal, irregular management practices and lack of credible oversight, add a new one: the offices that link the major parts of the sprawling U.N. bureaucracy with the central headquarters and with each other.
Compared to the vast staffs and billions of dollars that the U.N. spends each year, the offices involved, some of which date back to the 1950s, are minuscule. According to a report that will reach the U.N. General Assembly today, they employed only about 170 people and spent less than $50 million in the two-year U.N. budget that ended in 2005 (the most recent figures in the document).

Yet according to the same report, that network of 26 outlying liaison offices (known as LOs) has been the focus of increasing frustration over the past decade on the part of the U.N.'s member states, as they have tried — without success — to find out what those offices do, how they interconnect, what resources they use, and who actually supervises them.

During that period, the liaison offices have also become vital connections between a sprawling global network of giant U.N. agencies, such as the Rome-based World Food Program, the Geneva-based World Health Organization and the United Nations Development Program. The LOs link many if not most of the numerous U.N. organizations with each other and with the headquarters offices of the U.N. Secretariat in New York and Geneva.

Moreover, they are still growing rapidly in importance — and apparently in autonomy, as the U.N. bureaucracies increasingly talk more among themselves about their plans and joint ventures than with the member states that ostensibly run and fund them.

In a sense, the offices seem to have evolved into a system of nerve cells within the U.N. that operate with a still-unknown degree of internal independence.

As the new report puts it in typical United Nations bureaucratese: "The most striking of all the evolving features of the work of liaison offices is the inter-agency coordination role which is today at the forefront of, even sometimes taking precedence over, the intergovernmental representation function."

But at the same time, the report asserts, those LOs also operate without adequate oversight, either internally or from U.N. member states, and without clearly expressed priorities. They are frequently leaderless, have sometimes followed bizarre staffing policies, and are in many cases not audited — in one case, "for many years."

The report also notes there have been "known cases of serious mismanagement" in the liaison offices in the past. But it does not go into details.

Those lapses are far from the only mystery about the LOs. It appears from the report that U.N. member states, in particular, do not necessarily know the full scope of what the offices do — except that in many cases the work extends beyond any normal definition of "liaison." One reason for the ignorance, the report notes, is that "no system-wide study had ever been conducted on the subject."

Another reason, which the report acknowledges only through a series of footnote references to other U.N. reports dating back to 1997, is that repeated requests by member states for information on staffing, budgets and activities of the liaison offices have been systematically ignored, blunted or stonewalled.

The study that tries to fill at least some of that gap was compiled by the United Nations Joint Inspection Unit (JIU), a small, independent branch of the U.N. that reports to the General Assembly and is mandated to improve the organization's efficiency and coordination through its inspection process. The findings are based on a questionnaire sent to 26 LOs around the world, buttressed by about 150 confidential interviews.

The inspectors were finally moved to action, it appears, by the "repeated" calls for investigation of the funding and staffing of the LOs, which have come principally from the General Assembly Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), which represents the entire U.N. membership.

Those calls are referenced only as a single dry footnote at the bottom of the first page of the JIU report. But when the source documents referred to in that footnote were examined by FOX News, they revealed a remarkable history of frustrated inquiry on the part of U.N. members, and an equally remarkable history of stonewalling on the part of top U.N. administrators.

In other words, the U.N. membership itself is having a tough time finding out what exactly is going on.

Originally, it was supposed to be a lot simpler than that.

The U.N. liaison offices were established, in most cases, on behalf of U.N. agencies like the International Drug Control Program, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Environmental Program and others that existed outside the main U.N. headquarters in New York and Geneva, to keep the U.N. member governments and the central bureaucracies informed of what they were doing.

As the JIU puts it, they were intended to ensure the "representation and coordination" of U.N. bureaucracies "on issues and activities of common interest."

But not any longer. According to the JIU document, the LOs have mutated into a "striking diversity" of operations, "with different staffing and funding, tools, styles, partners and political impact on the international stage." They have also proliferated, with some agencies maintaining two or even three liaison offices.

Many of the LOs have gone on a hunt for new partners outside the U.N. system, including universities and non-governmental organizations. Along the way, they have picked up new — and sometimes unexamined — sources of funding.

The report takes special note, for example of the activities of the liaison office of the $5 billion United Nations Development Program in Geneva, which has "drastically evolved over the last two decades, from the UNDP embassy in Europe to a specialized business place."

During that time, the report states, "the LO became the umbrella of several (more or less) autonomous units, with various funding sources, and a staff that performs on multiple fronts."

In its full-bore fundraising, the report notes, the UNDP office has gone deeply into the entertainment business, sponsoring star-studded soccer matches in support of anti-poverty efforts, along with "galas, concerts and sports competitions."

What UNDP intended to do with the funds remained, at the time the JIU inspector made his inquiries, something of a mystery. "The use of the major part of these funds had not been yet decided at the time of the inspection," the report notes, "months after income recording."

Indeed, the inspector noted elsewhere in the 23-page document, that UNDP's Geneva office, which he called "the most important in terms of funding," had not been audited at all "for many years."

An attempt by the World Food Program's New York office to try the same private sector funding route apparently met with less success. The report notes that for three years, from 2002-2005, WFP tried to raise cash, then outsourced the function. Hinting at a possible fiasco, the report notes that "Officials responsible indicated that the organization lacked the required in-house expertise to effectively carry out this function."

But while the liaison offices have lurched off in many directions, the report makes clear that they have not done much to turn all that new activity into measurable outcomes. The annual work plans of most of the offices, the report notes, usually lack expected results, or measures of achievement. "As a stand-alone practice," the report notes, "they constitute poor planning."

The report also dryly notes that impact, in terms of the office's work plans, "is not to be confused with the immediate outcome of meetings."

Along with the lack of clear, measurable purpose, the report faults the offices for a variety of confusing personnel issues, the overuse of consultants to perform regular staff tasks, and even "exploitative internships" paying at most 10 percent of the U.N.'s local daily subsistence allowance.

Other strange personnel practices abound. Some staffers have been in place for 20 years, the report notes, while other offices stay vacant for long periods. At the time the inspector made his rounds in New York, four of the 11 offices examined did not have a top boss; another had just filled the job after a ten month vacancy.

Nor do the employment lapses seem to inspire much curiosity. One LO director, the report reveals, learned for the first time of a posted job vacancy in her office from the inspector himself.

Along with weird personnel practices, the inspector also noted widely differing rates paid by the LOs for the same services, especially in information technology. LOs in New York were paying $2,000 per workstation for computer services, the report noted, while those in Geneva cost $1,200 — "a noticeable difference."

The main thrust of the recommendations in the JIU report is that the liaison offices should end their wildly differing methods of financing themselves, and be given resources out of regular U.N. budgets. That, in turn, would allow for correction of the other glaring lack in their operations — meaningful oversight, in the form of "adequate audit and evaluation coverage of liaison offices."

But the JIU recommendation is just that — a recommendation. To be put into effect, it has to be accepted by the top managers of the sprawling U.N. bureaucracy itself, who may have their own reasons for preferring the current arrangement.

Certainly, those top managers have not been swayed much over the past ten years by the repeated calls for a review of the proliferating LO system, to determine whether and how much that system was necessary.

An examination by FOX News of the documents underlying a single terse footnote in the JIU report reveal a long soap opera of frustration on the part of the main U.N. budgetary watchdog committee that represents all of the U.N.'s 192 member states, the ACABQ.

According to those documents, the ACABQ first began asking for a review of the proliferating LO system in 1997. It got nowhere.

Two years later, in March 1999, the same committee noted that "for some offices it is not quite clear what is actually being accomplished," and asked once again for a "thorough review."

The U.N. Secretariat, for its part, apparently stonewalled. In 2000, the ACABQ noted that the Secretariat's response to its 1999 demand "does not address the concerns raised by the Committee." The querulous member states instead got "a descriptive compendium of the various liaison offices without any analysis, nor is there any evidence that a review has actually take place."

Nor did the ACABQ find out whether any money from outside regular UN budgets had gone to the LOs.

In its weak response to the lack of information, the committee merely "regretted" the lack of a "substantive response," and once again called for an LO review.

No such luck. In 2003, the ACABQ tried again, and called for an analysis "aimed at the creation of a consolidated common liaison service" for the entire U.N., rather than the sprawling and mutating network that existed.

Instead, in 2004, the committee got a barebones report from the U.N. Secretariat that mostly totted up staffing and formally outlined the responsibilities of some of the main offices. Evidently, however, it also got the promise of the Joint Inspection Unit report, which examines the system through the U.N.'s 2004-2005 budget biennium.

(The document itself, however, was only written in 2007 and prepared for this year's General Assembly session in July, 2008.)

In 2006, the ACABQ tried again, noting its long history of calling for a review of the LOs, and questioning in particular a move by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) to open a new regional office in Washington, D.C., atop its liaison office in New York.

The committee called for a merger of the two offices. The JIU report makes clear that UNEP successfully resisted the call.

It remains to be seen whether the U.N. member states will continue trying to get additional information on a "liaison" system that seems to prefer inventing itself on its own.

The JIU, however, considers additional oversight "crucial."

"In strict financial terms," the report declares, the level of resources managed by each office may not justify frequent financial audits. On the other hand, the strategic importance of the LOs, and their relative isolation, involve certain risks, which go far beyond the financial resources at stake."

And far beyond, perhaps, the ability of any U.N. member state to know.
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Other Environment News
AP: Brazil: Amazon destruction up; elections blamed 

By BRADLEY BROOKS, Associated Press Writer 2 hours, 3 minutes ago 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil - The Amazon is being deforested more than three times as fast as last year, Brazilian officials said Monday, acknowledging a sharp reversal after three years of declines in the deforestation rate. 

Brazilian Environment Minister Carlos Minc said upcoming nationwide elections are partly to blame, with mayors in the Amazon region turning a blind eye to illegal logging in hopes of gaining votes locally.

Nongovernment environmentalists blame the global spike in food prices for encouraging soy farmers and cattle ranchers to clear land for crops and grazing.

Elections no doubt play a part, but "the tendency of deforestation rising is deeply related to the fact that food prices are going up," said Paulo Adario, who coordinates Greenpeace's Amazon campaign.

"When you have elections, the appetite of authorities to enforce laws is reduced," Adario said. "But the federal government has to step in and do its job."

Amazon destruction jumped 228 percent in August when compared to the same month a year ago, according to a report from Brazil's National Institute for Space Research. About 300 square miles (760 square kilometers) of the Amazon was destroyed last month, compared to 90 square miles (230 square kilometers) in August 2007.

The institute, which uses satellite imagery to track illegal logging, said the destruction was likely even worse than its figures show. No information was available for approximately 26 percent of the Amazon because of cloud cover during the month.

Also Monday, Minc released a list of what he said were the 100 individuals or companies responsible for the most deforestation since 2005.

Leading the list was the Brazilian government's own land and agrarian reform agency, Incra.

Greenpeace has accused Incra officials of illegally handing over rainforest to logging companies and creating fake settlements to skirt environmental regulations.

Minc said Incra was responsible for destroying 544,000 acres (220,000 hectares) of the Amazon in the past three years.

But Incra president Rolf Hackbart said all the areas cited by Minc as being deforested by Incra were areas legally settled between 1995 and 2002.

Most of Minc's list comprises Brazilian farmers and ranchers.
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Reuters: Ocean "dead zones" spread, fish more at risk: study

Mon Sep 29, 2008 5:13pm EDT

 

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

OSLO (Reuters) - The number of polluted "dead zones" in the world's oceans is rising fast and coastal fish stocks are more vulnerable to collapse than previously feared, scientists said on Monday.

The spread of "dead zones" -- areas of oxygen-starved water -- "is emerging as a major threat to coastal ecosystems globally," the scientists wrote in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Such zones are found from the Gulf of Mexico to the Baltic Sea in areas where algae bloom and suck oxygen from the water, feeding on fertilizers washed from fields, sewage, animal wastes and pollutants from the burning of fossil fuels.

"Marine organisms are more vulnerable to low oxygen content than currently recognized, with fish and crustaceans being the most vulnerable," said Raquel Vaquer Suner of the Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies in Spain.

"The number of reported hypoxic (low oxygen) zones is growing globally at a rate of 5 percent a year," she told Reuters.

Her study with a colleague showed that the number of "dead zones" had risen to more than 140 in 2004 from almost none until the late 1970s.

Hundreds of millions of people depend on coastal fisheries for food. Crustaceans such as crabs, lobsters and shrimps are less able to escape from low-oxygen waters than fish.

WARMING

Higher temperatures tied to global warming, blamed by the U.N. Climate Panel on human use of fossil fuels, may aggravate the problem of "dead zones," partly because oxygen dissolves less readily in warmer water, the study said.

The first "dead zones" were found in northern latitudes such as Chesapeake Bay on the U.S. east coast and Scandinavian fjords. Others have been appearing off South America, Ghana, China, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Portugal and Britain.

The study said that most scientists had until now reckoned that oxygen levels could fall to 2 milligrams per liter of sea water before the water was considered starved of oxygen.

But many creatures were far more sensitive. Larvae of one type of crab found off eastern Canada and the United States started suffering at oxygen levels of 8.6 mg per liter, just below normal levels.

"Currently used thresholds ... are not conservative enough to avoid widespread mortality losses," the scientists wrote. They urged a revised minimum of 4.6 mg of oxygen per liter as the lowest before water was considered hostile to life.

-- For Reuters latest environment blogs click on: blogs.reuters.com/environment/
(Editing by Tim Pearce)
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BBC News: Brazil government 'worst logger'
High food and commodity prices are increasing the pressure on the Amazon

Brazil's government has been named as the worst illegal logger of Amazon forests by one of its own departments. 

The Environment Ministry has drawn up a list of the 100 worst offenders and says all of them will be charged. 

Topping the list was the Institute of Colonization and Agrarian Reform (Incra), a government department which distributes land to the poor. 

The revelation came after an official report revealed that deforestation in the Amazon region was gathering pace. 

The six largest deforested areas since 2005 all belonged to Incra, Environment Minister Carlos Minc said. 

In total 550,000 acres of the world's largest rainforest was destroyed on those six properties. 

Greenpeace has accused Incra officials of illegally handing over rainforest to logging companies and creating fake settlements to skirt environmental regulations. 

But Incra's president, Rolf Hackbart, said all the areas cited by Mr Minc as being deforested by his department were areas legally settled between 1995 and 2002. 

'Terrible result' 

Mr Minc told a news conference he would take legal action against all of the loggers. 

"We're going to blow all 100 of them out of the water and then some," Reuters quoted him as saying. 

Meanwhile, official data released by Mr Minc showed a renewed increase in the rate of deforestation. 

About 760 sq km (300 sq miles) of the Amazon was destroyed last month, compared with 230 sq km in August 2007. 

"It was a terrible result," Mr Minc said. 

He blamed expanding cattle and farm activity, as well as land theft through the falsification of property titles. 

The environment minister said he would create an environmental police force with 3,000 armed officers to help combat deforestation. 
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AFP: Pollution trial opens in Ivory Coast 

by Frederic Jeammes Mon Sep 29, 9:06 PM ET 

ABIDJAN (AFP) - The trial opened in Ivory Coast on Monday of 12 people charged with involvement in a 2006 toxic waste scandal which killed 17 Ivorians and poisoned thousands. 

Nine of the 12 were in court to face a raft of charges including poisoning, complicity to poison and breaking environmental and public safety laws.

The accused include the boss of the Ivorian company which dumped the waste at several public sites, the contamination from which forced more than 100,000 people to seek medical help.

However, none of the directors of Trafigura, the Dutch multinational which operated the ship which brought the waste to Ivory Coast, will face trial.

Trafigura escaped prosecution after reaching a 152-million-euro (215-million-dollar) settlement with the Ivorian government in February last year in return for indemnity against prosecution. The company has never admitted liability.

The incidents date from August 2006 when truck tankers hired by Salomon Ugborugbo, the director general of Ivorian company Tommy, dumped more than 500 cubic metres of waste "slops" from the Panamanian-registered cargo ship, the Probo Koala, at public sites across Abidjan.

The so called slops were a mix of petroleum residues, sulphur and caustic soda which had accumulated in the ship.

Exposure to the waste caused respiratory difficulties, nausea and other medical problems among the local population.

Ugoborugbo is charged with poisoning, while six others are accused of complicity, including the former head of Abidjan's port authority, two shipping agents employed by Trafigura to oversee the Probo Koala's sojourn in Abidjan, amd three customs officials who supervised the pumping out of the ship's slops.

Five others, including the transport ministry official responsible for Abdijan port, are charged with breaking environmental and public safety laws.

The accused face life imprisonment if convicted.

The trial got underway shortly before midday (1200 GMT), after a delay of almost three hours. But the long-awaited hearing was adjourned amid some confusion after only 75 minutes.

Defence lawyers condemned the absence of people they deemed key witnesses in the case, including an official of local Trafigura subsidiary, Puma Energy, which was officially cleared by a court in March along with the parent company.

They also protested they were unable to obtain some of the prosecution documents, and contested the right of the Ivorian state to be a civil party to the case.

The lawyer for Ugborugbo, the main accused, refused to represent his client further as part of the protest -- but changed tack after the senior judge said all documents pertinent to the defence would be handed over.

Three of the accused, a port agent and two garage operators, also failed to turn up for the trial.

The hearing was finally adjourned for the day at 1640 GMT, with its resumption scheduled for Wednesday as Tuesday has been declared a public holiday because of the end of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

The case is being held in the Abdijan assises court, which has not met since the west African country's political unrest in 2002. 

The trial is expected to last around two weeks. 

As of the end of last year, Ivory Coast had paid 31.5 million euros to about half the estimated people poisoned.
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AP: Nation's first greenhouse gas auction nets $38.5M 

By MARY ESCH, Associated Press Writer Mon Sep 29, 2:06 PM ET 

ALBANY, N.Y. - Power companies were the biggest spenders in the nation's first cap-and-trade greenhouse gas auction, raising nearly $40 million that will be spent by Northeast states on renewable and energy efficient technologies. 

All fossil fuel-burning power plants in a 10-state region were required to buy credits to cover the carbon they emit. The results of the auction were released Monday.

The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative is viewed as a possible model for a national program to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide.

Energy, financial and environmental interests paid $3.07 per allotted ton of emissions, about 65 percent more than the minimum set price of $1.86.

The 10-state RGGI consortium includes Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Six of the states participated in the first of a series of planned quarterly auctions. The next is scheduled for Dec. 17.

The $38.5 million raised in Thursday's auction will be distributed to Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Vermont. The states plan to invest the funds in renewable and energy efficient technologies, as well as programs to benefit utility rate payers.

All 12.5 million allowances were sold to 59 bidders representing a myriad of industries.

Most of the allowances were purchased by electric power producers, according to RGGI.

Carbon credits have traded in commodities markets, but this was the first government-mandated auction in the U.S.

Bidders were required to register in advance and verify funds were dedicated to purchasing credits. Those credits could be resold later to power producers that anticipate exceeding their limit.

At least one environmental group, the Adirondack Council, said it planned to purchase some credits to reduce the overall amount of carbon emissions permitted in the region.

"The first RGGI auction has successfully used market forces to set a price on carbon, and this will send a clear market signal to support the investment in clean energy technologies," said Pete Grannis, commissioner of the New York state Department of Environmental Conservation and RGGI chairman.

RGGI caps the total amount of carbon that power plants in the 10 states can pump out of their smokestacks at 188 million tons, which is slightly higher than the current level. The cap will be lowered by 10 percent over the next 10 years

Other regional greenhouse gas coalitions, such as the Western Climate Initiative and the Midwestern Greenhouse Gas Accord, are in the early stages of development.
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Reuters: Pollution slowly killing world's coral reefs

Mon Sep 29, 2008 9:03pm EDT

[By Jason Lange

CANCUN, Mexico (Reuters) - Dainty blue fish dart around coral shaped like moose antlers near the Mexican resort of Cancun, but sickly brown spots are appearing where pollution threatens one of the world's largest reefs.

Parts of the reef, nestled in turquoise waters, have died and algae -- which feed on sewage residues flowing out of the fast-growing resort city -- has taken over.

Coral reefs like Chitales, near the northern tip of a Caribbean reef chain stretching from Mexico to Honduras, are dying around the world as people and cities put more stress on the environment.

Climate change alone could trigger a global coral die-off by 2100 because carbon emissions warm oceans and make them more acidic, according to a study published in December.

But local environmental problems like sewage, farm runoff and overfishing could kill off much of the world's reefs decades before global warming does, said Roberto Iglesias, a biologist from UNAM university's marine sciences station near Cancun.

"The net effect of pollution is as bad or maybe worse than the effects of global warming," said Iglesias, a co-author of the study in the journal Science on how climate change affects reefs.

Human waste like that from Cancun's hotels and night spots aggravates threats to coral worldwide like overzealous fishing which hurts stocks of fish that eat reef-damaging algae.

Coral reefs, underwater structures that look like rocky gardens, are covered with tiny animals called coral polyps.

The polyps build the reefs by slowly secreting calcium carbonate over thousands of years, creating structures that can dull the blow hurricanes deal to coastal cities and are vital nurseries for fish.

The polyps also give the reefs their dazzling shades of pink and purple that delight scuba divers and boost tourism from the Great Barrier Reef of Australia to the Florida Keys.

Economically, reefs generate billions of dollars a year worldwide in tourism and fishing, the Nature Conservancy environmental group says.

Across the Caribbean, the amount of reef surface covered by live coral has fallen about 80 percent in the last three decades, the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network says.

In the Pacific between Hawaii and Indonesia, reefs have been losing about 1 percent of their coral coverage annually over the last 25 years.

It is hard to tell how much of that damage was caused by global warming and how much by local factors like pollution.

Some scuba diving instructors around Cancun are worried about the future of their trade. Jorge Olivieri, who has been taking tourists out diving in the area for the last 16 years, says some reefs are so damaged he would not take an experienced diver to see them.

"There are still fish and coral, but it isn't like it used to be," Olivieri said.

With the fight against global warming largely outside of the reach of local officials, fixing problems like poor sewage treatment and overfishing are among the few things that countries and cities can do to help their reefs.

"The local factors are the only things we can manage at this point and they are absolutely critical," said Drew Harvell, a biologist at Cornell University.

TOURIST TRAP

In the late 1960s, Cancun was a barely inhabited strip of sand just off Mexico's Yucatan peninsula. Separated from the mainland by narrow straits on either end, just a handful of families tended coconut groves there.

Then Mexican bureaucrats, hungry for foreign currency and armed with statistics on sunshine, hatched a plan to turn the area into a tourist area.

Today, millions of people each year pack into hotels running the length of the strip, including American "spring breakers" drawn to bawdy bars and wet T-shirt contests.

In Cancun's urban sprawl on the mainland, where hotel and bar workers live, infrastructure has failed to keep up with a ballooning population of around half a million.

The lagoon next to the hotel strip is murky and gives off a foul odor in parts. Only crocodiles swim there now.

"It's kind of gross," said U.S. college student Leah, 19.

Away from the lagoon, seawater samples from around Cancun show the levels of chemicals from human waste have increased steadily over the last decade, said Jorge Herrera, a marine biologist at the Cinvestav research center in the nearby city of Merida.

Rising phosphate levels are disrupting a delicate chemical balance needed for coral to thrive, scientists say. Phosphates help algae grow so that it crowds out coral colonies on reef surfaces, making it harder for them to recover from storms or disease.

Rodrigo Hernandez, Cancun's top environmental official, says the city treats the majority of its sewage, unlike most other Mexican cities. "It is really under control," he said.

But Cancun's waste treatment plants do not clean sewage enough to make it safe for coral, marine biologists say. The treatment plants kill bacteria that can be harmful to people but do not remove chemicals like phosphates.

The treated sewage is deposited underground but seeps through the porous soil into the lagoon and the ocean, scientists say. "Little by little, this causes the coral to die," said Herrera.

(Editing by Doina Chiacu)
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AFP: Sunny Niger's solar dream dims under cost cloud 

by Boureima Hama Mon Sep 29, 10:37 PM ET 

NIAMEY (AFP) - It is poor, dry and has more sunshine than it knows what to do with. But despite years of experience with solar power, Niger continues to use cow dung and wood for fuel. 

According to studies by the US space agency NASA, Niger is one of the sunniest places in the world, making it in effect a 1.2 million square-kilometre (463,322 square-mile) solar mirror. But even in these days of prohibitive oil prices, renewable energy accounts for less than 0.5 percent of the needs of this huge west African country.

The situation is all the more surprising given that in the past 80 years, Niger's solar energy authority, ONERSOL, has promoted solar water heaters, driers and cookers, all made locally. These days, water pumps and community televisions also run on solar power through photovoltaic panels.

So what happened? Put simply, it was the collapse in the price of uranium, on which Niger, one of the world's poorest countries, is largely dependent.

Suddenly the authorities cut off funding to ONERSOL and abandoned their solar dream. What's more, Niger must now keep paying electricity bills to its giant southern neighbour Nigeria -- even though the uranium price has recovered.

"When it's about investing in science and technology one is always told that there is no money. But to fail to make good use of the sun is just plain stupidity," said Albert Wright, an engineer at ONERSOL.

The problems in Niger mirrors that in much of sub-Saharan Africa, thwarting efforts to tap what would seem an obvious and free resource.

For Michel Clerc of the French non-governmental organisation SOS Futur, solar power is the answer to bringing electricity to rural areas where it is too costly to instal power lines and connect to the national grid. Above all, it can be used to pump water in a country that is three-quarters desert.

In Niger clean water is rare and, according to the UN Children's Fund UNICEF, 80 percent of the deaths of children under five are due mainly to drinking contaminated water.

"You need energy for pumps in certain places, the water table is 1,000 metres (3,280 feet) below ground," said Alzouma Issa, who manufactures solar panels in the capital Niamey.

At the same time, the equipment remains prohibitively expensive. At 240 dollars (167 euros) for a cooker and 600 dollars (417 euros) for a pair of 40-Watt solar panels, few people in Niger can afford it with more than 60 percent living below the poverty line.

According to specialists, you would need 4,000 euros for a 500-Watt solar installation and between 46,000 and 76,000 euros to set up a solar-powered water bore.

Omar Traore, another solar panel manufacturer, blames the high costs on customs duties of more than 20 percent.

"You need to abolish them to substantially lower the price," he said.

Despite the uranium windfall, Niger still relies on foreign funding. This has helped fund a few successful solar projects, including supplying solar power for vital infrastructure in Kananbakache, a small central southern town of some 5,000 people, and in Dangona, a village of about 3,000 people in the west.

The United Nations has also recently provided solar equipment at Diagourou, a town of 50,000 inhabitants in the southwest.

In these three places, the clinics and maternity hospitals now have permanent electricity to refrigerate vaccines and medicine, to light and ventilate the wards and, the biggest luxury of all, water from a tap.
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CNS: People must live morally, ethically, to save environment, says pope

By Catholic News Service

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS) -- The only way to put an end to environmental degradation is for people to live more simply and ethically, said Pope Benedict XVI.

All of creation represents "an enormous gift from God to humanity" so people have a responsibility to "protect this treasure" and dedicate themselves "against an indiscriminate use" of the earth's resources, he said.

The pope made his comments during a Sept. 27 audience with members of the Italian Tourist Youth Center and the Belgium-based International Bureau of Social Tourism.

The audience also marked World Tourism Day which is sponsored by the U.N. World Tourism Organization. It was dedicated this year to the theme "Responding to the Challenge of Climate Change."

"Environmental degradation can only be stopped by spreading an appropriate culture of behavior that includes more sober lifestyles," the pope said.

"Without adequate ethical and moral limits, human behavior can, in fact, become a threat and challenge," he said.

A responsible use of the world's resources should also be part of "a healthy and sustainable economy" of the tourism industry, he said, noting that hurting the environment and local cultures also inflicts damage on the tourism industry.

"Learning to respect the environment also teaches respect for others and for ourselves," he said.
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Sophia Echo: Bulgaria’s Environment Ministry to start distributing free carbon dioxide quotas from 2007

14:16 Mon 29 Sep 2008 - Elitsa Grancharova

The European Commission (EC) has approved Bulgaria’s national plan for distribution of free carbon dioxide quotas from 2007, and the country’s Environment Ministry has started implementing the plan, the ministry said in a media statement on September 26.

The EC’s statement required the register to include only the emissions of enterprises that submitted their verification reports for their work in 2007. 

Bulgarian companies can now apply to open accounts in the National Emissions Register, which is kept by the Environment Executive Agency. 

The EC statement also confirmed that the National Register corresponds to all necessary requirements, the Environment Ministry said.

Some of the companies that will not receive quotas for greenhouse gas emissions include Bulgaria’s largest steel producer Kremikovtzi, as well as Intertrust Kurdzhali and a further nine smaller enterprises, which produce ceramics, because none of them presented verification reports for 2007. In addition, Kremikovtzi does not have a complex permit, a bar to issuing of an allowance for greenhouse gas quotas, the ministry said.
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Times Leader: Congress bans mercury exports to protect environment
Bush expected to sign bipartisan legislation sponsored by Obama.

MICHAEL HAWTHORNE Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — Stockpiles of toxic mercury kept by industry soon will be stored safely in the United States instead of ending up on the world market where it might pollute the environment.

Under bipartisan legislation Congress sent to President Bush Monday for his expected signature, mercury exports would be banned in 2013 and the Energy Department would be required to store the heavy metal permanently.

The bill’s chief sponsor, Sen. Barack Obama, introduced the bill in response to a 2005 Chicago Tribune series about mercury contamination in fish.

Although the number of U.S. companies that use mercury in industrial processes or products is declining, concerns are growing over exporting the silvery metal to loosely regulated industries in developing countries.

Much of the exported mercury is released into the atmosphere by small-scale gold-mining operations, thermometer manufacturers and chemical plants in developing countries. Scientists say some of that air pollution can drift back to the U.S., undercutting aggressive efforts to keep mercury out of the environment. 

The dangers of mercury exposure are greatest for young children and women of childbearing age who eat contaminated fish.

“We know that mercury can cause serious developmental problems in children and problems affecting vision, motor skills, blood pressure and fertility in adults,” Obama said in a statement. “While the United States has improved its efforts to collect and contain mercury, this country remains one of the leading exporters of this dangerous product.”
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Chad: Aprocoff Denounces Frequent Slaughter Of Elephants In Chad

PANA (Paris): At least 750 elephants are killed every year at the Zakouma National Park, in Chad, President of Association for the Protection and Preservation of Fauna and Flora (APROCOFF), Hamdan Annadif, disclosed here. "In 2004, Zakouma Park had 4,351 elephants; now there are only 1,000 left. On average, 750 elephants are savagely killed every year in the park. There are more carcasses of elephants than the living species," he told NAN. Annadif said that since 2002, the number of elephants in the park had been reduced to 70% due to poaching and trafficking in elephant ivory. He expressed concern about the working conditions of park attendants two of whom had been killed by poachers during the last two years. "Armed poachers are killing animals with impunity in the Central regions, South-East and South Chad," Annadif said, and called on the Chadian government to take urgent steps to save the fauna.

Nigeria: FG Slams N500 Million Suit Against MTN for Environmental Abuses

This Day (Lagos): The Federal Government has commenced civil action against frontline telecommunications company, MTN, by demanding N500 million as damage and another N1 million for cost of the action for installing two 15KVA generators in densely populated areas of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. The government, through its agency, the National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA), filed a legal action before the Federal High Court in Abuja last Friday seeking to restrain MTN from further acts constituting dangers to human health and the environment.

According to the writ of summons, the crux of the case is the unwholesome practice of MTN in total disregard to issues pertaining to environment in the course of installation of their equipment and other telecommunications facilities. In the suit filed by the agency's counsel, the telecommunications firm was accused of erecting its base-station in a dense residential area within the Abuja metropolis, where it installed two heavy-duty generators operating on a 24-hour basis. The firm was also said to have installed a mast on the rooftop of residential premises in utter disregard to the possible radio-active and electromagnetic discharges on the people living around the facility. http://allafrica.com/stories/200809290292.html

Nigeria: Emir Urges Renewed Fight Against Desertification

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Emir of Katsina, Alhaji Abdulmumini Kabir Usman has tasked traditional rulers in the state to rise to the renewed fight against desertification. He has also threatened to take measures against anyone found to have zero commitment to the environment.

He gave the warning in his palace yesterday while addressing traditional rulers in the emirate comprising of the council members, the district and ward heads and other title holders to signify the end of the holy month of Ramadan and the beginning of Ed-el-fitr Sallah celebration. Abdulmumini Kabir Usman who used the occasion to preach for an all inclusive trees planting campaign in the state and the importance of environmental sanitation also preached for unity amongst members and also charge them to always protect the dignity and interest of the common man.

Mozambique: Society Urged to Recycle

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo) : Mozambique's Deputy Environment Minister, Ana Paulo Chichava, has urged Mozambican society to lay the foundations for sustainable consumption of natural assets. She was speaking in Maputo on Thursday, during the closing ceremony of a week-long "Environmental Fair", at which 35 exhibitors displayed a variety of goods made from recycling materials that are normally discarded as rubbish The fair, that ran under the theme 'The Art of Transforming Rubbish to Fight Against Poverty', gathered exhibitors from Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, and Sofala provinces.

"The idea behind the fair, organized by the government's Environment Fund, is to create bases for a society that consumes sustainably", said Chichava, adding that for a third edition of the fair more provinces that did not take part in this event will participate. She insisted that Mozambicans can recycle mush more of their waste products than is currently the case. By recycling, material can be used a second time, the amount of waste that must be disposed of is reduced, and there is less pollution of the environment. Recycling, Chichava said, has created millions of jobs throughout the world, and produces goods of excellent quality, using less energy, less water, less raw materials, and thus causing less damage to the environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200809290125.html
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1- Regional - “Future Prosperity Is in Green Technologies”

09 – 29 – 08

In times of economic crisis, the shift to a low-carbon economy is the smartest investment any country can make, says United Nations Environment Program chief Achim Steiner in this Tierramérica interview.
TORONTO, Canada.- Achim Steiner, the eloquent executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), believes that Mexico could take a leadership role in the new “green” economy.

"UNEP wants to document new and creative efforts towards creating a prosperous green economy," said Steiner, explaining his meeting with Mexico’s President Felipe Calderón on Sep. 22.

Steiner, born in Brazil, was elected executive director of UNEP by the UN General Assembly in March 2006 for a four-year term.

He left his position as head of the World Conservation Union (IUCN), where he had served since 2001. In 1998 he had been appointed secretary-general of the World Commission on Dams, based in South Africa,

In this e-mail interview with Tierramérica’s Stephen Leahy, Steiner applauded Mexico’s “significant environmental initiatives such as the National Develop Plan, where the environment is one of the five pillars.”

He also underscored that Mexico, which will be the host city on Jun. 5, 2009, for the next World Environment Day, “can play a crucial role in the 2009 climate change conference in Copenhagen,” and could become “the example of a successful green economy for the rest of Latin America.”

TIERRAMÉRICA: Mexico, like all Latin American countries, has traditionally looked to its natural resource base -- oil, gas, minerals, agriculture -- to drive economic growth. Do you see this changing?

ACHIM STEINER: I think Mexico is at the crossroads between the traditional resource-driven economy and the coming new green economy. Future prosperity, in my view, is in green technologies. Mexico is already moving in the direction. It exported solar photovoltaic products worth 2.3 billion dollars last year alone. 

The National Solar Water Heater Program (known as Procalsol) aims to have 2,500,000 square meters of installed systems in Mexico by the end of 2011. This could mean 100,000 new jobs. By 2020 this could grow to 23.5 million square meters of installed systems keeping 27 million tons of climate-warming carbon dioxide gas out of the atmosphere. That is very significant.

TA: What is happening in other Latin American countries in this regard?

AS: Brazil and Costa Rica are among the leaders making the transition. We need an entirely different economy in the future to prevent dangerous climate change. It's crucial for countries to help each other so we can move forward at a far greater pace.

TA: The 1997 Kyoto Protocol, (the climate treaty that entered into force in 2005) created the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) to help transfer and fund green technology in developing countries. Has Latin America benefited from this?

AS: Very recent data from UNEP’s Risoe Centre in Denmark estimate that Brazil is the leader with 303 CDM projects and, as of September, Mexico is second with 187 CDM projects either approved or in various stages of approval. 

In 2004, Mexico only had four projects so this is a remarkable increase. Chile is third with 56 projects, while Colombia has 32, Argentina 30, and Panama has 14, up from zero in 2004

Experts at Risoe stress that Latin America has huge opportunities in terms of energy efficiency, which remain to be exploited. By 2012, there could be a total of 1,600 Latin American and Caribbean CDM projects in the pipeline or registered -- a more than two-fold increase. 

This means a lot of technology and financing is coming to the region. And we expect to see significant expansion of the CDM over the next 10 years amounting to hundreds of billions of dollars.

TA: Do you think climate change is seen as an important issue in Latin America?

AS: The public is worried about climate change. Many in the region have experienced hurricanes, droughts, and flooding, all of which will worsen in the future. It is imperative to act. The CDM is providing funds and technology to ease the transition to greener, less carbon intensive economies. 

TA: The nations of the world will meet in Copenhagen in 2009 to negotiate a new treaty to tackle the climate change crisis. What will Mexico’s role be?

AS: Mexico has a very important leadership role to play, acting as bridge between (industrialized) North and (developing) South. We must find a fair deal for all countries and I believe Mexico's experience will be invaluable in offering creative ideas and helping to incubate agreement. I think Mexico's success under the CDM offers a good example of what can be accomplished in terms of technology transfer and funding.

TA: The U.S. economic crisis is affecting global markets and economies of other countries. What is the appropriate response?

AS: Whenever there is an economic crisis the long-term perspective is lost. However, the green economy, the shift to a low-carbon economy is the wisest investment Mexico or any country could make. 

Investment in energy efficiency, for example, creates jobs and reduces energy costs and carbon emissions. It's a win-win-win strategy. During an economic downturn the best investment is in green technology. New investments in these technologies surpassed 148 billion dollars in 2007, a 60-percent rise from 2006. The era of cheap oil is over.

Source: http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=2867

2- Argentina - Women Create Food and Jobs in Argentine Wetlands

09 – 29 – 08

Tierramérica explored the effort behind preparing artisanal dishes made from a declining catch of fish, an effort towards sustainability taken up by the women of river communities in northeast Argentina.
SANTA FE, Argentina. - With a cap and a white apron, Melina Lucero cuts the heads and tails off the fish caught in the Paraná River. Then, with dexterity, she filets the fish. Her coworkers will process and package the fish to sell it as artisanal preserves at food fairs along the banks of the river in Argentina.

Lucero works as part of an added-value initiative for small-scale fishing operations in the wetlands of the Paraná, a river that has many branches in Argentina’s far northeast, creating a delicate series of ecosystems that are rich in biodiversity.

The program, promoted by the Proteger (Protect) Foundation, based in the province of Santa Fe, trains women in the region’s fishing communities.

“The plan consists of courses in different fishing communities and, later, where there is greater interest and possibilities for development, it means giving them the possibility of working in this area,” Julieta Peteán, wetlands and fisheries coordinator for Proteger, told Tierramérica.

For taking the courses and for producing the fish preserves two times a week, the women receive 250 pesos per month (85 dollars) from a fund administered by the Proteger Foundation, with support from the Inter-American Foundation, which provides grants for sustainable and participative projects in Latin America.

The economic support will continue until December. By then, Proteger expects to have a negotiation plan ready that will allow them to distribute the products in various markets. “Those involved will receive a percentage of the sales, leading towards making the effort self-sustaining,” added Peteán.

Before this project, some women worked at home raising their children, while the men would go to the “ranchada”, a camp the fishermen set up on one of the islands of the Paraná, where they stay two to three weeks at a time while they ply the river’s waters for fish.

Lucero, daughter of a fisherman, did work outside the home – a lot. The fisherman “would go to the island – about 45 minutes by boat from Alto Verde, on one of the branches of the Paraná – and I would go with the motorboat, to bring them food, tools and fuel, and then I’d bring back the fish to sell,” she tells Tierramérica.

But four years ago, the catch began to decline. “Before I would come back with1,000 or 2,000 kilos, but lately there were times when I came back with 50 kilos and my head down. Also, my mother would tell me it was not a job for a woman,” says Lucero. Many of the fishermen took jobs as bricklayers or farmhands.

Fishing is threatened by the big hydroelectric dams on the upper Paraná, affect the zones where fish reproduce and grow. Another big factor is the intensive exploitation of fish stocks begun a decade ago by big companies that sell the fish to foreign markets, and which has seen a sharp increase in the last five years.

The most-caught fish is the sábalo, or American shad (Alosa sapidissima), a key species in the food chain because it feeds the boga, dorado, surubí, patí and other fish sought by the commercial fishing industry. According to Proteger’s data, fish exports from the Paraná grew from just over 3,000 tons in 1993 to nearly 40,000 tons in 2004.

With this panorama, the Foundation gave up part of its headquarters to launch the pilot program for training women in river communities. Here, in Santa Fe, capital of the province of the same name, the experience has advanced further and various food products are being produced, including smoked fish, pickled fish and fish paste.

“We prepare escabeche (pickled fish) and preserves of the amarillo, patí, moncholo, mandubé, boga, armado and sábalo", says Nelson Peteán, food engineer in charge of training and supervision of processing in Santa Fe.

“We make use of all the meat and create as much as 300 percent added value,” he tells Tierramérica.

The fishing community of Puerto Reconquista, along another arm of the Paraná in northern Santa Fe, is working to replicate the experience. The women are working on obtaining a sales permit from the food safety authorities, while production of the fish preserves takes place at the home of one of them, Mónica Farías.

Married to a fisherman, Farías has worked for 12 years as a volunteer at a community kitchen for children of the local port. Now she will also have a job that produces income, alongside her mother, an aunt, and other women in the community.

The municipal government offered a space in the port where they could set up a modest shop to process the fish and tan the skins, which will be used in crafts. It will be the first site certified to operate as a fish processing plant.

Puerto Reconquista is located in a 492,000-hectare area of rivers, lakes and grasslands, declared an international wetlands site in 2001 under the Ramsar Convention, and known as Jaaukanigás (“people of water” in an indigenous language).

The Ramsar Convention was adopted in 1971 in the Iranian city of that name with the intention to conserve biodiversity and promote the rational use of wetland ecosystems.

On the Paraná River’s islands there are several monkey species, caiman and birds, and the freshwater is estimated to hold some 300 different fish species.

The Proteger Foundation training also reached Puerto Antequera, in the northern province of Chaco, where women are getting ready to produce the fish preserves. It is in the heart of another Ramsar site, the Humedales Chaco, declared in 2004, covering 508,000 hectares.

The initiative to support artisanal fishing in wetlands of the Paraná was one of the three chosen by the Ramsar Convention to provide additional backing, along with similar efforts in Nepal and Thailand, Ramsar official Natalie Rizzotti told Tierramérica.

“The idea is that the communities themselves take responsibility for the resources, which is why it is important to have community participation, education and added value,” said Rizzotti after visiting the project sites.

The initiative also has the support of the Dutch committee of the World Conservation Union (IUCN), an international conservation body made up of governments, non-governmental groups and experts, which will present the Paraná project at the next global conference, in Barcelona in October.

Source: http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=2866
3- Argentina - Argentina grapples with fierce drought

09 – 27 – 08

TOSTADO, Argentina -- The northern province of Santa Fe usually boasts lush vegetation in September -- the Southern Hemisphere's spring -- but not this year, as Argentina grapples with its worst drought in a century.

"Hopelessness approaches, but you realize that hopelessness makes you crazy," said Jose Miguel Zabala, a cattleman in Tostado, a town full of hungry, thirsty animals. "You give up hope, but there is no solution, there is no one who can alleviate the problem."

Zabala is managing 900 head of cattle, 130 short of his usual complement.

So far this year, fewer than 200 millimeters (7.9 inches) of rain have fallen, less than a third of the 600 millimeters that usually have fallen by this time.

Salt that has concentrated in the remaining well water is slowly poisoning his remaining animals. He and his fellow cattlemen know that more deaths are inevitable.

The country's farm sector had already been hurt this year during four months of strikes held to protest an export-tax hike ordered in March by President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner.

Meanwhile, it's not just the old and weak cows that are at risk. Young, pregnant cows are dying, too.

Government figures indicate that the drought is responsible for the deaths of about 15 percent of the area's 1 million head of cattle.

And the impact is creeping into other farming sectors. 

"We are almost at the limit of the last date that we can plant sunflowers," said Sixto Periche, of the National Institute of Farming Technology. "If it doesn't rain this week, they won't plant sunflowers."

Source: http://edition.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/americas/09/26/argentina.drought/index.html
4- Dominican Republic - Dominican Republic government to assist in reforestation of borders

09 – 29 – 08

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic: The government of the Dominican Republic will donate trees, seedlings and planting crews for a much needed reforestation project along the border it shares with impoverished Haiti on the island of Hispaniola. 

The Dominican Republic has approximately 33 percent of forest coverage at the borders compared with Haiti's 3 percent. Residents in Haiti continue to chop trees for wood and charcoal despite vigorous attempts to stop them, but sometimes it is their only source of income. 

The lack of forestation results in mudslides and serious flooding and during the recent hurricanes and tropical storms that hit Haiti in the last few weeks the known death toll has risen to 426, with many more still unaccounted for. 

Officials on both sides of the border state they want to raise awareness about the border's dwindling natural resources and are requesting international aid as promised, but it is sometimes slow to arrive given the current world crisis. 

Dominican Environmental Minister Jaime Fernández said that crews also will attempt to identify new water sources that both sides can tap into for the project as well as for local use and agriculture.

Source: http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-11062--18-18--.html
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The Low-Carbon Diet

By Mitch Potter

September 27, 2008 

LONDON–Scandinavia is cold enough to grow a Mats Sundin. Yet nowadays nearly everyone in the hockey hero's native Sweden keeps warm in winter without burning so much as a drop of oil.

Such are the spoils of the Nordic energy paradox, where a generation of pragmatic energy policy is putting paid to the notion that life cannot prosper on a lower-carbon diet. 

For those who would have their cake and eat it, too, look to Sweden, where the raw data is to be envied: between 1990 and 2006, the country enjoyed economic growth of 44 per cent in fixed prices, even as it cut carbon emissions by 9 per cent. 

Denmark's numbers show a similar decoupling of GDP from the use of fossil fuels, with 43-per-cent growth contrasting with a 14-per-cent carbon reduction in the same time frame.

The shift was driven by a complex array of policies. But at its root, experts say, was the world's first carbon tax on fossil fuels – an early version of the so-called green shift now under discussion in Canada. 

"We are living proof the world should not fear a tax on carbon. Sweden has the highest carbon taxation in the world but we are not living in the Stone Age," said Per Rosenqvist, a climate expert with the Swedish Environment Ministry

"The standard of life here has improved even as emissions came down. It hasn't been easy. It takes a range of policies, not just a tax. The solutions are different in every country. And they need to be regularly readjusted, as we learn from our mistakes. But it works."

Those with long memories may recall the best of these results match the promises made by the Nordic countries a full 20 years ago, when they first committed to unilaterally weaning their economies off carbon at the 1988 Toronto Conference on The Changing Atmosphere. 

In fact, Scandinavia had been brooding over energy issues long before the summit in Toronto. Energy experts say the flashpoint came in 1973, when the first wave of OPEC embargoes shocked the then import-dependent Nordic nations.

"More than any other country, Denmark was severely hit by the 1973 crisis because at the time 95 per cent of our energy was imported oil and coal," said Ole Odgaard, a senior adviser to the Danish Energy Agency.

"It was a very deep shock. And out of this came a determination to rethink our entire energy strategy in order to avoid the same thing happening again."

It is almost required, when writing about Scandinavian energy policy, to wax breathless about enlightened nations who put the planet uppermost on their national agendas.

Yet the reality is something somewhat less angelic. The Danish and Swedish models are driven as much by hard-nosed pragmatism as anything else. Enlightened? Absolutely. Daring? That, too. But the imperative, as with any nation, was self-interest, first and foremost.

"There is also a cultural explanation: We tend to have a culture of consensus on the really important issues," said Odgaard. "It goes back hundreds of years in Denmark, that tradition of finding a common strategy. And we saw it come together again after the crisis of the 1970s. We decided as a society that the issue of energy was so vital that we would raise it above politics – and ever since, that broad consensus has endured. The broad political alliance behind our strategy extends throughout parliament, and as a result the government can change but the basic policy endures."

The Danish consensus, said Odgaard, enabled Denmark to begin drafting plans for the extensive district heating networks that today provide 60 per cent of the country's winter warmth, from the whole of Copenhagen to isolated rural farms. Much of that heat comes from cogeneration plants that harvest heat energy previously wasted in electricity production.

"The district heating is the main reason we saved six to 11 million tonnes of CO2 per year," he said.

Though the bulk of Denmark's carbon tax burden is borne by consumers in fuel and electricity bills, industry pays, as well, albeit at a lower rate – heavy industry has long complained it is suffering a competitive disadvantage.

"When Canada goes shopping for policy, please take wisdom from our mistakes. Because the fact is we face carbon leakage issues in Denmark – the fear of losing our energy-heavy industry to places like Russia and North Africa," said Helle Juhler-Verdoner, head of the Danish Federation of Industries' energy unit.

"I'm not saying the carbon tax hasn't helped improve efficiency. We are, of course, fine with that. But we argue that a better model is to assist the new energy technologies through other means, rather than forcing energy-intensive companies to pay for it."

Juhler-Verdoner points jealously to Sweden, where most major industries – cement, steel, aluminium, pulp and paper – enjoy handsome exemptions from carbon taxation. Swedish policy, she said, allows heavy industry to more easily compete in the global marketplace.

Though they are neighbours, Denmark and Sweden have shifted away from fossil fuels in distinctly different ways. Though both have realized significant energy savings in ultra-efficient cogeneration heat/electricity plants, the Danes have embraced wind as their flag-bearing renewable energy, whereas the forest-rich Swedes have turned to biomass.

In both cases, the shift has resulted in a second dividend of emerging energy technology industries, with Denmark's Vestas Wind Systems alone, at 15,000 employees and growing, accounting for a quarter of the burgeoning global market for wind turbines.

Put another way, Danish energy technology exports were negligible in 1992, accounting for less than 1 per cent of total exports. Last year, Vestas and other burgeoning Danish energy technologies accounted for 9.2 per cent of total exports, worth 52 billion Danish Kroners, or $10.5 billion.

In Sweden, the economic gains are more difficult to pinpoint. While the Swedish home appliance conglomerate Electrolux, for example, is a global giant that routinely wins awards for its emphasis on energy efficiency, many argue carbon taxation played a minor role in the company's search for energy savings.

Swedish biomass and geothermal heat production, on the other hand, have become industries in their own right and now account for nearly 100 per cent of Sweden's district heating supply. 

"By exempting biomass from the carbon tax we're made a dramatic shift away from coal in fuelling our power plants," said Rosenqvist.

"But it has also created an industry that would probably be of interest to Canada, given your forests. What we do is extract the biomass from growing forests, by using the residues that would otherwise be rotting and releasing CO2 in the process."

Though very much a society of car-lovers, Sweden is seeing a rapid fuel shift toward ethanol. The change is driven both by the carbon tax, and by a supplementary government edict requiring all filling stations to offer at least one alternative fuel in addition to gas or diesel. Ethanol now accounts for more than 25 per cent of the market, said Rosenqvist.

Swedish and Danish officials alike stress that carbon taxes don't succeed in and of themselves. To achieve results, they must be paired with comprehensive incentives and subsidies that build toward the desired energy shift.

"The advantage of leading the world in some of these areas is obvious. The disadvantage is that we made some mistakes," said Odgaard.

"For example, the first of the land-based windmills were built without any procedure to gain public acceptance. They caused landscape pollution and now we are paying to pull them down and re-establish better, more efficient ones in better locations," he said.

One Danish analyst describes the carbon tax as an almost Darwinian accelerator of the adapt-or-survive dilemma that all Western economies face today.

"The West is losing the heavy industrial production anyway, to China and India and wherever, because cheap labour is the real issue," said Martin Lidegaard, chair of Concito, a Danish environmental think tank.

"So what the carbon tax has done is to force the rest of our industry to go through a process of natural selection. The companies that can deliver new technologies and efficiencies survive and thrive. The companies that cannot are old and weak. And yes, let us be honest, they die," said Lidegaard. "But that's the whole point of a carbon tax. You want to pick winners that will position your economy for the future. If you make your policy to protect everybody, nothing will change."

www.thestar.com/FederalElection/article/507303
Boston Globe
Wall Street and the Climate Crisis

By Mindy Lubber

September 29, 2008 

The fiscal crisis on Wall Street is a painful lesson in how entire industries can delude themselves into ignoring the most fundamental issues - in this case, the hidden risks from subprime mortgages. It also reveals the vast pitfalls of an economic system obsessed with short-term gains and growth at all costs while ignoring essentials such as building long-term shareholder value and protecting the future of the planet. As we confront global climate change - perhaps the biggest challenge mankind has ever   
 faced - business and government leaders have an opportunity to learn from the Wall Street debacle and get it right.                                  

As with subprime mortgages, climate risks present far-reaching hidden risks, and the financial industry should be paying closer attention. Wall Street research analysts, bond rating agencies, and banks should all be scrubbing their portfolios to weed out subprime carbon assets that may prove toxic in the future. Assuming that you can safely invest in carbon-intensive assets because carbon can be emitted for free is a strategy fraught with risks. Countries all over the world are setting limits on global warming pollution, which means putting a price on carbon emissions. High-emitting capital assets such as coal-fired power plants, sport utility vehicle-producing auto factories, and tar sands oil production in Canada will be especially vulnerable.                                                                
Carbon emission allowances in Europe are already trading at $38 a ton under the European Union's three-year-old cap-and-trade program. A similar cap-and-trade program is just being launched in the US Northeast. Forcing the operators of the region's coal-fired power plants to pay for every ton of carbon dioxide they emit will impact their bottom line.                 
                                                        
Yet, despite these trends, many leading financial players in the United States undervalue climate risks and continue bankrolling carbon-intensive projects that will make it all but impossible to reduce global warming pollution to the levels scientists say are needed. "Dirty" financing is especially problematic in countries such as China, which many observers say is the real battleground for winning or losing the global warming      
fight.                                                                     
              
A recent Ceres/RiskMetrics report evaluated climate governance practices at 40 of the world's largest banks, including several of those dissolved this month by the subprime meltdown. The report found that 14 of the 40 banks had adopted risk management policies or lending procedures that address climate change in a systematic way. Only six of the banks were formally calculating carbon risk in their lending portfolios. And no bank 
had a policy in place to avoid investments in carbon-intensive projects such as new coal-fired power plants.     

There are some positive signs. Soon after Ceres - a national coalition of investors, environmental groups, and other public interest organizations working to address sustainability issues - released its report, Morgan Stanley, Citi, and JPMorgan Chase announced that any future lending for coal-fired power and other carbon intensive projects would face increased scrutiny using new carbon principles. Bank of America, Wells Fargo, and Credit Suisse have also announced they will use the same principles in their lending practices. Bank of America has also shown leadership by setting a specific target to reduce the rate of greenhouse gas emissions in its lending, and by disclosing publicly that it will use a $20 to $40 per ton cost of carbon in evaluating loans.                                

These actions are encouraging, but they won't reverse the rise in greenhouse gas emissions. As we learned from the Wall Street meltdown, an unfettered free market does not always act in the best interests of society. We desperately need policies that reflect the enormity of the climate crisis before us - and the true environmental and social cost of carbon dioxide pollution. Until strong national and international climate limits are enacted, capital will flow too easily to the lowest common denominator - quick speculative projects that ignore long-term consequences.                                                              

Decades of deregulation allowed the financial industry to "innovate" new financial products and structures at an astonishing rate without supervision and monitoring. By playing on the worst of human instincts - greed - we now have a flood of mortgage foreclosures and a global recession. Failing to address global warming without tough governmental  policies could have even bigger economic consequences.        

www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2008/09/29/wall_street_and_the_climate_crisis/
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Delisting endangers wolves

By Julie Cart

September 28, 2008

DANIEL, WYO. — It's hard for ranchers here to figure how it came to this -- again.

After railing for more than a decade against the federal government for reintroducing gray wolves to the region, after finally winning the battle to get the animals taken off the endangered species list, what went so wrong that Washington stepped in last week to protect the wolves all over again?

It began near here in this high-altitude chaparral. No sooner were gray wolves delisted in March than sportsmen in Idaho, Montana and Wyoming began locking and loading. Wyoming officials declared 90% of the state a "free-fire zone." Hunters from around the state flocked to rural Sublette County to bag a wolf.

Rancher Merrill Dana, 57, saw the results right away. Hunters aboard snowmobiles chased wolves across the early spring snow on his sprawling ranch. "The first morning it was opened up, they killed three up here," he said. "Trespassers. We didn't even know they were up here until we heard the snow machines."

Dana said he has been offered as much as $2,500 for permission to hunt wolves on his land. He refused.

As with many ranchers here, there is no love lost between Dana and wolves. He was mad the interlopers hadn't asked permission to hunt. "I wanted people I know to get them," said Dana, who was among a hunting party that eventually killed a 110-pound male.

Through the early summer, an average of a wolf a day was being killed across the region. In all, at least 130 animals died since the delisting, or nearly 10% of the wolf population in the northern Rockies. Then, on July 21, a federal judge stopped the hunt. Last week, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service capitulated and began the process to relist wolves.

"People overreacted," said cattle rancher John Robinette of Dubois, Wyo. "I don't think the policy was intended as: 'Go out and see how many wolves you can kill.' "

Robinette has lost cattle, horses and dogs to wolves. Even when the wolf was listed, he had a rare federal permit to shoot any wolf he saw on his 25,000 acres. But he said he was convinced that giving everyone that right would lead to needless and reckless slaughter.

"People went out all over the state shooting and bragging about it and putting pictures in the paper," Robinette said. "This is what I dreaded this spring: that someone would go out and get a bunch of pups out of a den and get their picture in the paper. It was going to draw unwanted attention."

Among cattlemen, distaste for wolves is as broad and wide as the sagebrush plain that stretches in all directions from Dana's ranch. Once hunted nearly to extinction, the West's most-reviled predator roams freely here, coming down to these khaki-colored valleys from nearby national forests in search of elk and the occasional cow or calf.

Dana's thoughts about wolves are complicated. He enjoys wildlife and readily acknowledges that the clever and strong wolf is especially fascinating. But after the controversial program to reintroduce the wolf in the 1990s, the animal has come to symbolize unwelcome federal meddling in rural Western lives and land.

For the time being, at least, wolves in the northern Rockies are back on the endangered species list while the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reconsiders the issue. Federal officials are monitoring the wolf management programs in Montana and Idaho, which canceled its wolf hunt planned for this month. In Wyoming, federal wildlife officials took over wolf management while a committee of the Wyoming Legislature crafts a new policy.

It was a stunning reversal in what wildlife biologists had hailed as a success story. The species had flourished, its population growing by about 20% a year since wolves were reintroduced in Yellowstone National Park in 1995. This was proof the Endangered Species Act worked, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said when it delisted the wolf in March.

In July, federal District Judge Donald Molloy issued an injunction against the state wolf plans, after a challenge by environmental groups. He questioned whether indiscriminate killing would reduce wolf numbers back to crisis levels. He also said the hunt could isolate packs of wolves, reducing the species' gene pool.

Some wildlife biologists say the damage is already done. Nearly all of the known wolves in Wyoming's free-fire area were killed in little more than a month. Recent estimates show that the wolf population in the three states began to decline for the first time in more than a decade even before the hunt.

"The decision [to relist them] has brought the wolves a massive reprieve, a lifeline," said Louisa Wilcox, who tracks the issue for the Natural Resources Defense Council in Livingston, Mont.

Some of the wolves shot since March were known to have killed livestock and were taken by authorized hunters. But half of the wolves killed without permits were shot in Sublette County.

"The wolves in the predator area were taken out; those wolves are gone," said Mike Jimenez, who leads the Wyoming wolf recovery project for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. "That's no surprise. They are vulnerable to hunting."

Suzanne Stone, who manages a wolf program in Idaho for Defenders of Wildlife, said that Wyoming's hunt couldn't have come at a worse time for wolves. "Late spring, they can't travel that well," she said. "They stay close to their den sites, and they are not going to leave the pups or the alpha female. It's an easy time of year to kill wolves." 

Dana thinks he knows the details of the last wolf kill, on May 2. He believes the hunter was a young man who tracked a female for 70 miles on a snowmobile in and out of dense stands of trees.

"She was a loner who was plumb lost," Dana said of the wolf. "All her mates were gone [killed]. The kid was going through sagebrush and fences and trees. He tore up an $8,000 snow machine."

In the last seven years, Dana has lost 11 calves and cows and two dogs to wolf predation. His neighbor, Kevin Campbell, 54, says he has never lost livestock to wolves. Their experiences reflect regional and national statistics.

Across the county in 2006, coyotes, dogs, mountain lions and even vultures killed more cattle than did wolves.

Last year in Montana, coyotes were blamed for 51% of cattle losses due to predators, while dogs were accountable for 11%, according to the National Agricultural Statistics Service, part of the federal Department of Agriculture.

Yet the perception persists that wolves are dramatically reducing livestock inventories and big game. Elk and deer populations are stable in Idaho, Montana and Wyoming, state wildlife officials say.

"When you say 'wolf,' it drives a lot of hard feelings," said Robinette.

To Campbell, a rancher in Bondurant, Wyo., who was helping Dana sort and load cattle for sale last week, wolves and livestock are not compatible. "I try to have an open mind," he said, shifting in his saddle. "But I think they should go back to the policy we just had, to be able to shoot them."

In rural areas of the upper Rockies, it's not uncommon to come across bumper stickers proclaiming "The Only Good Wolf Is a Dead Wolf." 

Although sentiments are somewhat less volatile in the cities, a store in upscale Jackson this week had two stuffed wolves for sale for about $4,500 each. One tag read "recent taxidermy."

http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-na-wolf28-2008sep28,0,4572717.story
Los Angeles Times 

Monterey Bay marine sanctuary to soon include large undersea mountain

By Kenneth R. Weiss
September 27, 2008

The Monterey Bay marine sanctuary off California's Central Coast will expand its borders to include one of the largest undersea mountains in U.S. waters, President Bush announced Friday.

Speaking at the Smithsonian's new Ocean Hall exhibit in Washington, D.C., Bush vowed to proceed with the long-awaited expansion of the sanctuary to include the Davidson Seamount, a dormant undersea volcano, and its coral forests.

"This 585-square-nautical mile addition will safeguard one of the largest seamounts in the U.S. waters and will protect an extraordinary array of ocean creatures," Bush said to the applause of ocean regulators and activists.

Once it becomes part of the sanctuary, the seamount will be permanently off limits to offshore oil drilling and mining, and protected from dumping.

This would be the first significant boundary expansion of an existing national marine sanctuary under the Bush administration.

Two years ago, Bush created the world's largest marine protected area in the waters around the northwest Hawaiian Islands.

The White House Council on Environmental Quality has proposed protections for waters around U.S.-owned islands and atolls in the central and South Pacific, including Palmyra and Rose atolls, and the northern portion of the Mariana Trench.

Marine conservationists and scientists have been nudging Bush to leave an "ocean legacy" that would protect maritime areas from future mining, oil and gas exploration, and unsustainable or ecologically destructive fishing practices.

Advocates argue that such a legacy may help temper criticism of the Bush administration for rolling back environmental protections for wildlife and habitat, opposing a cap on greenhouse gas emissions responsible for global warming and siding with industry on regulation of pollutants.

Bush signaled Friday that he has warmed to this idea. "I'm sprinting to the finish; I mean, four months, you can actually get a lot done," the president said. He added that he has asked four Cabinet secretaries "to work to find additional areas in the Pacific that could be eligible for federal protection."

Adding the Davidson Seamount to the Monterey Bay sanctuary will not be finalized until about Nov. 1, said William J. Douros, western regional director of the National Marine Sanctuaries program.

The Davidson Seamount, about 70 miles off the coast, reaches 7,874 feet from the ocean floor. Its peak remains 4,120 feet beneath the ocean's surface.

Government scientists working with the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute who have explored its peaks and slopes have discovered sea life found nowhere else. The mountain, spreading over 25 miles of sea floor, is home to vast forests of deep, cold-water corals, sponges and an array of unusual deep-sea animals. Fish, sperm whales and seabirds feed in the highly productive surface waters above the seamount.

Most of the inhabitants of this cold, deep sea are slow-growing, slow to reproduce and thus especially susceptible to the ravages of bottom-trawling, a fishing technique that drags weighted nets across the sea floor.

http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-me-sanctuary27-2008sep27,0,6296274
New York Times 

Editorial      
One More Chance on Energy 

September 28, 2008

Last December, Congress passed a useful energy bill that ratcheted up fuel economy standards for the first time in decades. That seems a long, long time ago. Since then, Congress has gone steadily and sadly backward on energy policy. 

One reason is the bitter partisan divide, especially in the Senate, where Republicans have made it impossible for innovative ideas to achieve a filibuster-proof 60 votes. Combine that with Republican pandering (joined by a fair number of Democrats) on fuel prices, and the result has been an energy policy fixated on short-term domestic production — the “drill baby drill” mantra that will do nothing to end the country’s oil addiction or reduce its output of greenhouse gases. 

A telling moment was the collapse last week of efforts to strike a compromise on offshore oil drilling. Faced with the certain expiration of a 26-year moratorium on drilling in federal waters, moderates in the House and Senate proposed opening parts of the outer continental shelf in exchange for a menu of measures to increase energy efficiency and develop alternative energy. The House bill passed; the Senate’s stalled. The moratorium will expire, with nothing gained in return.

Congress has one more chance for a small measure of redemption. Both the Senate and House have approved bills that would extend tax credits for renewable energy sources like wind and solar power, for the next generation of hybrid cars and for energy-efficient homes and commercial buildings. All these credits are useful, but in the case of wind and solar power they are absolutely essential. History has shown that when the credits expire — which they will at the end of this year if nothing is done — investments shrivel.

There are, as usual, differences between the bills. The Senate, laudably, has agreed to pay for energy tax credits by raising taxes on the oil industry. But it also includes several environmentally dubious provisions aimed at encouraging oil shale exploration and coal-to-liquids projects that could contribute to global warming. 

The two chambers have been back and forth all year on these credits and they have always found a way to disagree. The time has come to end the sniping and posturing and give an increasingly restive electorate an energy policy that includes something besides drilling. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/29/opinion/29mon2.html?th&emc=th
Chicago Tribune


United States of Anxiety:  Kicking Oil Habit Harder Than They Say

By Jim Tankersley and Christi Parsons

September 26, 2008

ORLANDO — Barack Obama and John McCain are promising voters a Tomorrowland
of electric cars and high-speed trains and solar panels, a vision of American life without a drop of imported oil.

But their plans to get there look more like Fantasyland.

A host of energy policy experts agree that true "energy independence"—a key catch phrase of this presidential campaign—would be far more expensive and disruptive than either candidate is telling you.

Our oil addiction hamstrings America's foreign policy and military, contributes to global warming and has robbed the nation of trillions of dollars. One of the country's leading energy modelers estimates that foreign-oil dependence cost our economy $750 billion this year, a little more than the daunting price tag of the proposed Wall Street bailout.

The main culprit sits in your driveway: Due largely to massive increases in highway fuel consumption, our oil imports doubled in the last 30 years. But petroleum is everywhere—in asphalt, ink pens, burger wrappers. Replacing it won't be nearly as easy as it sounds on the campaign trail.

In speech after speech, McCain and Obama extol energy independence and rip the federal government's failure to achieve it. McCain promises to secure "strategic independence" from foreign sources by 2025, with a plan that includes a $300 million prize for a super-efficient electric car battery. Obama pledges to effectively replace oil imports from the Middle East within a decade, largely by investing $150 billion in alternative fuels.

Experts suggest the candidates are wildly understating the cost and time that true independence would require. The transition to a national life without imported oil appears so expensive that none of more than a dozen scientists and scholars interviewed by the Tribune could calculate a price tag. Only one even ventured a ballpark guess: $1 trillion to $2 trillion.

"You're talking really big numbers, to be independent, in terms of the cost," said Hillard Huntington, executive director of Stanford University's Energy Modeling Forum, who declined to speculate on a specific figure. "I'm not sure the electorate would be willing to do it."

Then again, weaning ourselves from foreign oil may be cheaper than the alternative.

No quick fix.

Presidents and candidates have promised energy independence since the oil shocks of the early 1970s. To see why they all failed, and why the goal is so daunting for this year's contenders, it helps to examine what it would take for one fast-growing American city to achieve "independence" within a generation.

Take Orlando, a theme-park hub where Walt Disney opened "Tomorrowland" in 1971, just two years before Richard Nixon promised Americans they soon would depend on no other nation to heat their homes and power their cars.

Today, city leaders here are trying to envision exactly that. 

You can stand on the balcony of a downtown high-rise with Mayor Buddy Dyer as he points out the path of the commuter train they're building from scratch. Count the sparkling new condos, built to concentrate more of the city's population around the stations.

Sniff the bundles of garbage that soon will help cool and light the homes of Orlando residents through a trash-to-power plant. Spend an afternoon on the rides at Universal Studios, where engineers are switching their vehicle fleet to biofuels—and dreaming of a solar-paneled parking lot where employees could charge their sun-powered cars.

Dyer's partner in the project is Alan Oyler, a fellow engineer for whom energy independence is more than just a professional goal. In his garage at home, he's overhauling his 1984 Mercedes to run on vegetable oil. 


"What can we do to be self-sufficient?" Oyler muses as he and Dyer ride in a city hybrid minivan. "To supply our own fuel demand, transportation and power? And how can we reduce our need?"

When Dyer and Oyler turn the van back toward City Hall, their ambition runs headlong into reality. The traffic on Interstate Highway 4 is jammed with commuters inching their way from work to home. In greater Orlando, those places usually are miles and miles apart. It's only going to get worse. City planners anticipate 1.2 million more residents in the next 20 years.

This is a small slice of the challenge America faces in its independence pursuit. We import almost 14 million barrels of oil daily, nearly 60 percent of our total use.

Experts say we could shave imports a bit by drilling more in our coastal waters and tapping our mountain-state oil shale—but that's not nearly enough for independence. A future not reliant on foreign oil, most experts agree, would require some combination of major lifestyle and technological change.

In one scenario, Americans abandon sprawl and freeways for high-density, public-transit-powered urban living. In the second, we keep our exurban commutes but make them in cars that use little or no gasoline—super-efficient hybrids, perhaps fueled by electricity or biofuel or hydrogen. Many experts predict a mix of the two.

Either way, we'd need a new network of fueling stations, likely a beefed-up electric grid, and perhaps to literally swap out 250 million cars, trucks and motorcycles.

Plans that sound ambitious on the campaign trail fall short of what's needed to get there. Obama's proposal to replace imports from the Middle East and Venezuela includes putting 1 million new plug-in hybrids on the road. That's not even enough to make Orlando energy-independent.

On the other hand, if every American car owner took Obama up on his offer of a $7,000 tax credit to buy a plug-in hybrid, it would cost the federal government close to $1 trillion.

McCain's energy speeches emphasize domestic oil drilling, which would replace a small fraction of imports, and building a fleet of nuclear power plants—which would only reduce foreign dependence significantly if America converted to electric cars.

Mayor Dyer hopes to see a day when anyone can live car-free in Orlando—by 2050, when he's 92. 


"The typical political point of view is, 'I'm here for four years. I want my four years to be great,' " he says. But "you have to take the long view."

Costly paralysis
Perhaps the simplest argument for independence is financial.

Oil is traded globally, but supply and demand alone don't dictate its price. A few nationalized interests control much of world's oil reserves. They keep prices higher than a free market would, says David Greene, an energy researcher at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee. That socks our economy three ways: We transfer wealth abroad that would otherwise stay here. We lose manufacturing production. And when prices spike and fall, they temporarily disrupt our output.

This year, Greene says that all adds up to a $750 billion loss. In coming decades, he predicts it could hit $1 trillion a year. Other experts call that a major opportunity for the next president.

"To truly woo us away from oil, you're looking at somewhere between 1 and 2 trillion dollars," says Charles Ebinger, a longtime energy consultant in developing nations who now directs the Energy Security Initiative at the Brookings Institute. Compared to what dependence costs the economy, he adds, the nation can afford it.

High oil prices already are spurring change in car-buying, commuting patterns and investment in new technologies. But most experts, drawing on history, argue that market forces alone won't change America's energy picture long-term. Oil prices are too volatile to exert a steady pressure on Americans' habits.

"Maintaining oil independence will require sustained effort," Greene writes at the end of a recent report. "History teaches that if we relent, believing that the problem has been solved, our oil dependence problem is likely to return."

Kelly Sims Gallagher, who directs the Energy Technology Innovation Policy research group at Harvard University, calls independence "a politically difficult thing that would require a lot of presidential leadership. There's a good argument to be made here, but somebody's going to have to be persuasive."

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-anxiety-energysep26,0,114312.story
Daily Green

Beekeepers Think They Know What Causes Colony Collapse Disorder

A Very Tiny Suspect No. 1 in a Very Large Mystery
September 29, 2008

There is a slowly growing consensus, by some beekeepers anyway, that they know what causes Colony Collapse Disorder is. And the more they find out about this beast -- a pathogen -- the more convinced they are. Well, most of them anyway. 

The thinking is that at the heart of the problem is this new Nosema cerane disease that has reared its ugly head and invaded our beehives. 

Nosema is a tiny, tiny creature, a microscopic protozoan-like animal that goes from host to host as a very tough little spore. We’ve had one species of this animal in the U.S. for years and years called Nosema apis. It was a problem, but not much of one. To become infected, an adult honey bee consumes some of those spores, received either from another infected bee or picked up while cleaning the hive. This can be somewhat common in the late winter and early spring when there are fewer bees in a hive and they are confined indoors because of the weather. Nosema is more of a problem for bees in the north with its winters, than for bees in the south which let’s them off easy during that time of year. 

When the spores are ingested they eventually migrate to the lining of the honey bee’s stomach where they embed themselves and begin to grow. There they attack and consume the cells that make up the lining and as these cells are destroyed the honey bees are less and less able to digest and absorb food. This is why infected bees die at a younger age – about a week younger ... week five out of a normal six. They just can’t get enough food. Obvious signs of an infection are almost nonexistent, although sometimes a severely infected colony will show signs of dysentery in the spring, but this ailment can be caused by other problems as well, so it’s difficult to tell. There is some indication that the wounds caused when these cells are destroyed are a pathway for viruses to enter the rest of the body of the bee, but that’s yet to be proven. 

As awful as this sounds it’s not usually a severe problem. It is often likened to high blood pressure because it is debilitating without significant outward signs. 

This new cousin though, this one is a killer. 

At first, Nosema cerena behaves much like its more docile relative Nosema apis. It, too, travels as a spore and is ingested by adult bees. Once in, it heads to the same location and like Nosema apis, this creature attacks the stomach lining ... but then it continues attacking internal organs and tissues. It becomes very destructive, and it multiplies at a very rapid rate, spreading spores all over the place. These spores are discarded by the infected bee both inside and outside the hive and they are fed to other bees. The scary thing about this is that infected bees don’t really show problems other than not living as long as they should. But as more and more bees become infected, the number of adult bees that are dying begins to rapidly increase, and soon more are dying than are being born and the colony population essentially collapses, leaving a queen, lots of brood, and a few young bees ... does this sound familiar? 

These wounds, too, are suspected of allowing viruses to enter the scene and become established especially since they are so much more severe, and once in they do their dirty work. Some of the common honey bee viruses, when given free rein in a wounded bee can make very short work of their host. So add to bees disappearing because of this new Nosema disease, and perhaps some disappearing because of infections of viruses and the probability that a colony will show some sort of population decline is inevitable. 

Some assume this is the beginning and end of CCD. Perhaps they are right. A severe disease, an internal wound, an opportunistic virus and eventually an empty colony. 

Another bit of support they have is that if beekeepers control this disease – Nosema cerena – in their hives, the collapse syndrome seems to pretty much go away. Break the cycle and you break the back of CCD. 

Some think there’s more to it than that, while others want more details: What virus, for instance, can do this? One of the old ones? A new one? 

Meanwhile, some are still looking at the role agricultural pesticides could be playing in this mess, and even though it’s looking more and more like that’s not in the CCD equation, they are still at the top of the list of Things Beekeepers Hate. 

For this fall, sage advice for beekeepers is to control the newest menace on the block, that nasty Nosema cerena. No matter what CCD is caused by, you’ll be glad you did. 
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Poorest nations hit hardest by rising fuel and food prices, climate change – Migiro 

29 September - With only two years left to complete an ambitious 10-year programme of steps to be taken by both industrialized nations and least developed countries (LDCs) to fight poverty, soaring food and oil prices and the disproportionate effects of climate change are adding new pitfalls, Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro said today. 

“These new challenges demand new and urgent responses,” she told a Ministerial Meeting of LDCs in New York on the Brussels Programme of Action, which includes commitments by the LDCs on good governance and by the world’s wealthiest countries to spend 0.15 to 0.2 per cent of gross national income on aid. 

“It is imperative to build on the successes achieved so far, and address key constraints and pitfalls,” she said, stressing that the Programme sets out a clear framework for partnership, based on mutual commitments. 

She noted that LDCs, especially small island and low-lying coastal States, are hardest hit by the adverse effects of climate change. 

“We have an obligation to keep our promise to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in all countries, especially in the world’s least developed countries,” she declared, referring to the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 to slash poverty, hunger, maternal and infant mortality and lack of access to health care and education, mainly in developing countries, all by 2015.
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World leaders recognize UN’s lead role on today’s global crises, say senior aides 

29 September - There is growing recognition of the lead role played by the United Nations, and by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon himself, in finding solutions to some of today’s toughest challenges, including the food crisis and climate change, as well as peace and security issues, ranging from Darfur to the Middle East, two of his top aides said today. 

Mr. Ban has had over 100 – and still counting – bilateral meetings over the course of the past week with leaders from around the world who gathered in New York for the General Assembly’s annual debate, which is set to conclude today. 

What was seen during those discussions was a “distinct shift” in the concerns of Member States – away from peace and security issues and towards global crises, such as the high costs of food and energy, climate change and the slow progress towards achieving the anti-poverty targets known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

“It is in these areas that the UN is more readily accepted as a factor of organization and coordination for a solution to these problems,” Nicholas Haysom, Director for Political Affairs in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General, told reporters. 

“And these are the areas in which the Secretary-General’s leadership has been more readily accepted and is accepted, and over the last years he’s taken a very distinct lead,” he added. 

However, that is not to say that discussions did not focus on pressing peace and security matters. In fact, on that subject, there was recognition that the UN is “pretty stretched” with regard to its peacekeeping operations, particularly in Africa, noted Mr. Haysom. 

Leaders are also aware that the UN is experiencing difficulty in getting Member States to live up to their commitments and to act with what Mr. Ban calls ‘due accountability’ to the Organization and other Member States in that regard. 

“We’ve had one or two positive indications that helicopters might be forthcoming in respect of Darfur,” Mr. Haysom stated. The UN and the African Union have deployed a joint peacekeeping force to that strife-torn Sudanese region, but it is still lacking key essential equipment, including helicopters. 

“And we’ve had a number of positive indications of States that may be willing to play a role, and perhaps a lead role, in the construction of an international stabilization force for Somalia,” he added. 

Other issues of concern included the Middle East, where the UN saw “some window of opportunity” in light of the dialogue that now exists between the various parties concerned, Georgia and Myanmar. 

Last week also saw a plethora of special events intended to focus attention on issues such as the MDGs, climate change and the food crisis. Among the centrepieces was a day-long high-level event on the Goals, which saw Governments, foundations, businesses and civil society groups pledge $16 billion in new commitments to meet the MDGs. 

“We are still sorting… but we feel quite confident that we’re talking conservatively at least $16 billion in new pledges and commitments to the MDGs. And that is significantly more, quite frankly, than we were expecting,” Robert Orr, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Strategic Planning. 

Among the many new initiatives announced last week was the $76 million “purchase-for-progress” scheme, announced by the World Food Programme (WFP), the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Howard G. Buffet Foundation, to develop new ways for WFP to purchase food locally in developing countries. “This is not just about ‘old school’ food aid. This is really the new generation of assistance to address food needs,” said Mr. Orr. 

He added that although much of the world is focused right now on the financial crisis, “there’s no question that over the last week to 10 days in this building there has also been a very key focus on the food crisis.” 

Mr. Orr also noted that the UN itself came together to address climate change with the Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) Programme. The partnership between the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UNEP and UNDP is designed to combat climate change through creating incentives to reverse the trend of deforestation, a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions. 

“In several areas we saw concrete embodiments of new ways of doing business, new coalitions of member governments, private sector entities, philanthropists and civil society coming together to address the challenges,” he stated.
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Ban urges major effort to spur disaster reduction plans in face of climate change 

29 September - A major boost in efforts to reduce the fall-out from natural disasters is vital as climate change ushers in harsher weather extremes, from fiercer droughts to more devastating flooding and landslides, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned today. 

“Without concerted action, we could see natural catastrophes on an unprecedented scale, which could even become threats to international security and inter-State relations,” Mr. Ban told the ministerial meeting on reducing disaster risks in a changing climate, held at United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

He noted that in the last few weeks alone, massive flooding hit northern India and tropical storms Gustav, Hanna and Ike caused extensive damage in the Gulf of Mexico, affecting millions of people. 

But prudent policies and well-informed community action, such as improved river management, early warning and evacuation, food security, wise land-use planning and the enforcement of sound building codes, can save lives and avert damage. 

“The good news is that a natural hazard does not automatically have to lead to a disaster,” Mr. Ban said. “Countries such as Bangladesh, Cuba, Jamaica, Madagascar and the Philippines have shown that good building designs, proper land-use planning, public education, community preparedness and effective early warning systems can reduce the impact of severe weather events.” 

He noted that four years have passed since the adoption in 2005 of the Hyogo Framework for Action, a 10-year plan to tackle natural hazards, and that many States had made good progress in integrating risk reduction into national development plans and poverty reduction strategies. 

“Still, the world is not yet on track to achieve the Framework’s desired outcome of a substantial reduction of losses by 2015. A major scaling up of efforts and resources is needed,” Mr. Ban warned. 

“I call on you to lead the way in championing disaster risk reduction as a core element of climate change adaptation. I also urge you to implement the policies and practices of disaster risk reduction as a first line defence in adapting to climate change. These are important investments in the protection of your people.”
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UN more necessary than ever, General Assembly hears during high-level debate 

29 September - The principles and the work of the United Nations are needed more than ever as the world confronts an array of major challenges and crises, several countries told the final day of the General Assembly’s annual General Debate today, urging stronger global leadership from individual States and continued UN reform. 

The magnitude of such problems as climate change, terrorism, poverty and natural disasters illustrates the need for multilateral strategies and solutions, Botswana’s Foreign Minister Phandu T. C. Skelemani said. 

“The United Nations is today more than ever before required to respond effectively and swiftly to the complex challenges of the 21st century… Botswana calls upon all Member States to unite in the search for solutions to these problems,” he said. 

Mr. Skelemani called on the heads of nations to show better leadership on the biggest global problems, echoing a theme from Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in his opening speech to the General Debate last Tuesday. 

“In our approach to managing relations between States, leaders are called upon to set a higher standard,” he said. “The language which we employ in international fora should neither be belligerent, provocative, nor calculated to shame or humiliate other leaders, and Member States should not host military or rebel groups that operate from their territories against their neighbours.” 

Irish Foreign Minister Micheál Martin said the transnational nature of the world’s major problems meant countries had to work together to devise common strategies whether they liked it or not. 

“The principles and the work of the United Nations have never been needed more,” he said. “Its principles give us a firm foundation. Continuing reform will give us even stronger tools. What remains to be proven is our collective will to use them.” 

Mr. Martin described the UN as “the indispensable framework” for realising the potential of the international community, “as it has shown again and again.” 

He urged the UN to continue its efforts towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the set of eight time-bound targets for slashing a host of social and economic ills, all by 2015. 

Carsten Staur, Denmark’s Permanent Representative to the UN, said many of today’s biggest challenges – including climate change, the current financial instability, and the dual food and fuel crises – had the potential of both exacerbating existing tensions and conflicts and widening inequalities between rich and poor. 

“We need to build on the comparative advantages of the UN, to define global agendas such as climate change, to deal with conflicts and humanitarian crisis, to focus on the special needs of developing countries, and to define and defend global values such as human rights,” he said. 

For his part, Ahmed Khaleel, Permanent Representative of Maldives, said the UN remained “the most potent and dependable universal institution today,” despite the many criticisms levelled against it. 

“For the past six decades, the United Nations has been a beacon of hope for peoples around the world,” he said. “Its universal character, and the multilateralism that it embodies, hold true to the ideals and virtues upon which it was founded and, without doubt, provide the only framework for solving the world’s greatest challenges, including climate change, sustainable development, human rights and global terrorism.” 

Thongloun Sisoulith, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Laos, said in his address to the Assembly that the UN remained the “pre-eminent forum for addressing issues relating to international cooperation for economic development, peace and security, and human rights and the rule of law, based on dialogue, cooperation and consensus-building amongst States.” 

But he said the world’s biggest challenges were becoming more and more complex, which meant key UN institutions need to become more robust and effective. 

The General Assembly should be strengthened, the Security Council ought to be more democratic and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and other development pillars at the UN should be substantially reinforced, according to Mr. Sisoulith. 

In his address, Andrei Stratan, Moldova’s Foreign Minister, called for a much broader role for ECOSOC. 

Mr. Stratan said the Council should intensify its cooperation with both governments and international financial, economic and trade institutions so that as many countries as possible can achieve the MDGs. 

“Their implementation is still possible in the majority of countries if conjugated actions directed towards concrete results will be established and continuously sustained and developed until the year 2015,” he said. 

The Foreign Minister added that ECOSOC should also have an enhanced role in dealing with humanitarian crisis situations and with reconstruction in countries emerging from prolonged conflict. 

Singapore’s Foreign Minister George Yeo said international institutions such as the UN play a critical “civilizing role” in global affairs, particularly in reducing the tensions that emerge between big powers. 

“International institutions cannot stop big-power rivalry but can channel it, and ensure that the common interests of the human family are not completely disregarded,” he said. 

For his part, Belize’s Foreign Minister Wilfred Elrington said the UN should be strengthened to make certain that countries implement the commitments they made at global summits and gatherings. 

He urged the UN to devote its energies to convincing affluent States that “the security, development and well-being of all peoples of the world affords the best guarantee for their own safety, security and development, and ultimately their very survival. 

“It is our conviction that the adoption of that view by the developed world would prove to be the catalyst for achieving the unity which the world now needs to be able to address successfully the challenges of our day.” 

Seyoum Mesfin, Foreign Minister of Ethiopia, backed calls for UN reform, saying it was crucial for the credibility of the Organization and for the future of multilateralism as a guiding principle. 

“The UN is the custodian of multilateral diplomacy,” Mr. Mesfin said. “At no time since the Second World War has multilateralism and genuine cooperation been as critical as it is today. This is why we continue to need the UN as never before.” 

Nur Uulu Dosbol, Kyrgyzstan’s State Secretary, said the rapid changes taking place in the world meant the work of the UN was more important than ever. 

He called for an expansion of the Council, saying the representation should be broader and fairer to ensure the panel can preserve international order. 

Venezuela called for strengthening the authority of the General Assembly in matters of international peace and security and reform of the 15-member Security Council. 

“Venezuela supports enlarging the Security Council, both in its categories of permanent and non-permanent members, eliminating the anti-democratic mechanism of the veto and improving its work methods so that it becomes more transparent and accessible,” said Ambassador Roy Chaderton Matos, special envoy of President Hugo Chavez.

Back to Menu
=============================================================

ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

S.G’s SPOKESMAN DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

29 September 2008 
**Climate Change
Later this afternoon, the Secretary-General will address a ministerial meeting on reducing disaster risks in a changing climate.

He is expected to say that better disaster risk reduction will also help us adapt to climate change.

The Secretary-General plans to say that, without concerted action, we could see natural catastrophes on an unprecedented scale, which could even become threats to international security and inter-State relations.  We have copies of the embargoed remarks upstairs in the Spokesperson’s office.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Newswire" ��Media Newswire.com: New Zealand's Environment Minister Hands the World Environment Day Torch to Mexico�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNNews" ��UN News Centre: World leaders recognize UN’s lead role on today’s global crises, say senior aides�


� HYPERLINK  \l "PRWEB" ��PRWEB: Laboure-Roi Goes Green with 2008 Beaujolais Nouveau�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hunt" ��Huntingtonnews.net: UN Admits Its Climate Change Program Threatens Indigenous Peoples�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fox" ��Fox News: U.N. LIAISON OFFICES: SECRETIVE AND OUT OF CONTROL?�




















OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS:





I English 





1- Regional - “Future Prosperity Is in Green Technologies”


2- Argentina - Women Create Food and Jobs in Argentine Wetlands


3- Argentina - Argentina grapples with fierce drought


4- Dominican Republic - Dominican Republic government to assist in reforestation of borders











General environment in the news:


Toronto Star: The Low-Carbon Diet


Boston Globe: Wall Street and the Climate Crisis


Los Angeles Times: Delisting Endangers Wolves


Los Angeles Times: Monterey Bay Marine Sanctuary to Soon Include Large Undersea Mountain


New York Times: One More Chance on Energy


Chicago Tribune:  United States of Anxiety: Kicking Oil Harder Than They Say


Daily Green: Beekeepers Think They Know What Causes Colony Collapse Disorder
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