[image: image5.jpg]~ X\, UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (“am
' V‘/ Programme des Nations Unies pour I'environnement Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente \\l‘“' 'y‘y
w TIporpamma Opr: 065 Hartmii o oKpy»KaroImei cpee Al 3asriall f""s” G_Au Y .

BASEKEYRE UNEP





THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 01 December, 2009

Other Environment News
· AP: EU leaders want details on China emissions plan
· AFP: China gives hint of what to expect at Copenhagen
· AP: Indian officials dismiss Danish climate proposal

· 
AFP: Australian politician torpedoes carbon cut plans
· Independent (UK): Countdown to Copenhagen: The 'people's summit'
· BBC News: Major sea level rise likely as Antarctic ice melts 
· Reuters: Wind power maker Honiton hires M.Stanley for sale 
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
· ROAP
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 30th November 2009
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 30th  November 2009
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
UN News Centre: UN to release ‘Hard Rain’ film with Bob Dylan tune on eve of climate talks

30 November 2009

Just a week before the United Nations climate change conference begins in

Copenhagen, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today it will help

release a rare live recording of Bob Dylan performing his 1962 song-poem A Hard Rain’s

A-Gonna Fall set to dramatic photographs of shrunken ice caps, barren landscapes, and

devastated lives.

Hard Rain: Our Headlong Collision with Nature by photographer Mark Edwards and Mr.

Dylan will be released on DVD at the opening of the Hard Rain exhibition in Copenhagen

on 6 December – the eve of the climate conference. The release is being done in partnership

with UNEP.

“The dark and evocative lyrics of A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall echo the kind of impacts the world faces if climate change continues unchecked,” said Achim Steiner, UNEP’s Executive Director. 

“But Bob Dylan had another song. One that reflects a strong and positive Copenhagen outcome that puts the world on a low-carbon path – The Times They Are A-Changin.”

The DVD is accompanied by The Urgency of Now, a specially commissioned essay by author and activist LloydTimberlake.

 The essay title was inspired by a response to Hard Rain from British Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

“If Hard Rain is a photographic elegy,” said Mr. Brown, “it is also an impassioned cry for change. Forceful, dramatic and disturbing, it is driven by what Martin Luther King called ‘the fierce urgency of now’ – and I believe the call for a truly global response to climate change is an idea whose time has finally come.”

Mr. Brown is one of at least 80 heads of State and government expected to attend the 7-18 December conference.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will also participate. This weekend, the Secretary-General called on world leaders to agree to a deal that is as ambitious as possible, even if imperfect. “We need every country on board. We need you on board.

 The world needs your support at this critical moment.”

Mr. Timberlake's essay focuses on a key dilemma facing the climate negotiators. 

“Poor countries will not accept a climate change treaty that prevents them from developing,” he writes.

“We have to give governments a constituency to reinvent the modern world so that it's compatible with nature and human nature,” said Mr. Edwards. 

“Political change comes only when people form a movement so large and inclusive that governments have no choice but to listen – and act. The last verse of Dylan's song begins:

 ‘What'll you do now?’ It's aquestion that cannot be left hanging when the Copenhagen talks come to a close.”
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UN News Centre: UN peacekeepers plant trees in Côte d’Ivoire to fight climate change
30 November 2009

United Nations peacekeepers planted nearly 600 trees in a botanical garden in Côte d’Ivoire over the weekend, a small but symbolic step in a project to combat climate

change that has already surpassed its target of 7 billion trees – one for every person in the world.
The planting in the town of Bingerville follows a similar ceremony in neighbouring Liberia where UN blue helmets planted 1,000 trees earlier this year as part of the initiative launched by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to plant 7 billion trees by the end of 2009, a goal it reached in September. 

With the destruction of natural forests emitting more greenhouse gases every year than the transport sector, planting trees – which absorb carbon dioxide and store nearly 300 gigatons of carbon in their biomass – provides a crucial defence in the fight against global warming. 

Blue helmets have already planted nearly 30,000 saplings in 11 peacekeeping missions worldwide, in countries including Timor-Leste, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Georgia and Lebanon.
The one-hectare lot in Bingerville botanical garden will now be known as ONUCI, the initials of the UN peacekeeping mission that has been stationed in Côte d’Ivoire since 2004 to help ensure a ceasefire and pave the way for permanent peace and democratic elections after civil war in 2002 split the West African country into a Government-ruled south and a rebelcontrollednorth.
Reauthorized repeatedly since then, most recently until 31 January 2010, it currently comprises nearly 8,400 uniformed personnel, as well as 407 international civilian staff.
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Relief Web (Switzerland): Students plant thousands of trees across Kenya as part of UNEP initiative

30 November 2009 

Hundreds of Kenyan youth, from schoolchildren to university students, have planted almost 70,000 trees in the last month as part of a tree planting drive spearheaded by UNEP's Tunza youth programme. 

The campaign, launched in partnership with schools, youth groups and community groups including Pinklakeman and Mavuno Michezo, aims to plant more than 85,000 during the Kenyan rainy season in Central, Nairobi and Rift-Valley provinces. 

Some 67,500 trees have been planted around Kenya so far, including 25,000 at the coast and 20,000 during a major tree-planting push on 23-28 October in several locations including Lake Elementeita. 

The initiative will culminate in a final push over the next few weeks before the end of the rainy season - and all the trees planted will be registered under the umbrella of the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign. 

About the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign 

The billion tree campaign is a global tree planting initiative that was launched in November 2006 at the climate change conference held in Nairobi. Its initial goal was to catalyze the pledging and the planting of one billion trees every year as a way of giving public expression to the challenges of climate change and also forest and ecosystem degradation. 

In May 2008, UNEP raised its target to seven billion trees - about one tree per person in time for the Climate Change conference in Copenhagen this December. This target was reached and surpassed in September 2009, after the Chinese government officially joined the campaign. 

Today, the campaign's website, www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign, registers over 7.4 billion trees planted since its launch. 

The campaign's phenomenal success is a result of the collective participation of people from of all walks of life and from every corner of the planet - from scouts to presidents and from schoolchildren to city dwellers and corporate heads. 

The leading countries include; The People's Republic of China (2.6 billion trees), Ethiopia (1.4 billion trees), Turkey (711 million trees), Mexico (537 million trees), Kenya (281 million), Cuba, and Indonesia. 
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Xinhua (China): World at watershed in low-carbon development

1 December 2009

Global investments in developing power generating capacity from green energy reached 140 billion U.S. dollars in 2008, overtaking those in carbon-based fuels for the first time in history, a UN Environment Program (UNEP) report showed. 

    The figures indicate, with the advance in green energy, such as from solar, wind and biomass sources, the world is now at a watershed in the development of low-carbon economy. 

    New types of energy and the low-carbon economy are casting more and more influence on the structure of each economy across the globe, the patterns of investing and manufacturing, and the way of live. 

    The changes are amazing given the fact that just a few years ago, high-cost, immature technology, as well as people's habitual and ever increasing dependence on oil prevented people from anticipating a promising prospect for the low-carbon economy. 

    The mentality began to change with soaring oil prices, more public awareness of climate change, and, in particular, the arrival of the global financial crisis. 

    UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner pointed out in March this year that the huge stimulus packages by various countries to tackle the financial crisis could be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make the transition to a low-carbon and resource-efficient society. 

    "This opportunity must not be lost," Steiner said. And now, countries across the world are taking actions to seize the chance. 

    In the United States, the development of green energy has been a pivotal chapter in the economic stimulus plan initiated by President Barack Obama, who set a goal of having 1 million plug-in hybrid vehicles in the country by 2015. 

    Obama also pledged to invest 15 billion dollars each year in the following decade to help create 5 million new green jobs and convert the traditional manufacturing centers in the country into clean technology leaders. 

    European countries were pioneers in adopting environment friendly measures in economic development although their initial efforts had been rather fragmented. 

    The European Commission announced in March 2009 that a total of105 billion euros (around 157 billion dollars) would be dedicated to "green projects" in the bloc by 2013, in a bid to improve employment and boost economic growth, and secure Europe's leadership in the field of green technology. 

    Britain, in particular, is a major advocate of low-carbon economy in Europe. Apart from addressing problems of environmental protection and climate change, it also pins hope on creating new business and job opportunities by developing, using and transferring low-carbon technologies. 

    According to an independent research, a plan on clean coal technology announced by Britain's Energy and Climate Change Ministry in April could bring 4 billion pounds (about 6.6 billion dollars) a year into the UK economy by 2030, and create between 30,000 to 60,000 jobs in engineering and manufacturing sectors. 

    The Japanese government also showed ambition to transfer to a low-carbon economy in a draft plan published in April. 

    It is reported that the scale of Japan's environment-linked market would expand from the 2006 level of 70 trillion yen (800 billion dollars) to 120 trillion yen (1380 billion dollars) in 2020, while a considerable increase in related job opportunities can also be expected once the draft gets passed. 

    China, as the world's largest developing country, has been actively engaged in a drive toward low-carbon economy. 

    Among the 4-trillion-yuan (586-billion-dollars) economic stimulus plan announced by the Chinese government in May, over 5 percent were to be directly invested in projects that will boost energy efficiency, reduce emissions and help with sustainable development, while nearly 10 percent were to promote innovation and industrial restructuring. 

    According to the UNEP, developing countries like China saw the largest increases in global investments in developing power generating capacity from green energy last year. 

    In short term, developing green energy and low-carbon economy may help lift the world out of the current trouble and push for a global economic recovery. 

    While in the long run, once breakthroughs are made in new energy technologies that will lead to lower global demand for oil, chances are that greenhouse gas emissions could stabilize or even go down. This will be a blessing for the world that aspires for a sustainable development. 

    In the meantime, a low-carbon trend will spur the development of a variety of related industries, and help change the pattern of economic growth in the world as a whole. 
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LA Times (US): Kenyans draw weapons over shrinking resources

27 November 2009

Have the climate wars of Africa begun?

Tales of conflict emerging from this remote, arid region of Kenya have disturbing echoes of the lethal building blocks that turned Darfur into a killing ground in western Sudan.

Tribes that lived side by side for decades say they've been pushed to warfare by competition for disappearing water and pasture. The government is accused of exacerbating tensions by taking sides and arming combatants who once used spears and arrows.

The aim, all sides say, is no longer just to steal land or cattle, but to drive the enemy away forever.

It's a combustible mix of forces that the United Nations estimates has resulted in at least 400 deaths in northern Kenya this year. Moreover, experts worry that it's just the beginning of a new era of climate-driven conflict in Africa.

"There is a lesson in Darfur," said Richard Odingo, vice chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a global scientific body that shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with former Vice President Al Gore. "Every dry area has the potential to be a flash point if we are not careful."

Africa is no stranger to conflict: The continent has been rocked by war, ethnic hatred, post-colonial border disputes and competition for resources, including oil and diamonds. 

But as the deserts encroach in Sudan, rainfall declines in the Horn of Africa -- a 15% decrease is predicted over the next few decades -- and fresh water evaporates in the south, climate change is transforming conflicts and kicking old tensions into overdrive.

"Climate change amplifies and escalates vulnerability," said Achim Steiner, director of the U.N. Environment Program. "It doesn't mean that conflict is inevitable, but it's much more likely."

Scientific and anecdotal evidence is mounting that the changes underway here are more than climatic variation. 

Droughts that once appeared every decade now hit every two or three years. Icecaps atop Mt. Kenya and Mt. Kilimanjaro are evaporating, and Lake Chad has lost 90% of its water since the 1960s.

And Africa is getting hotter. Maximum temperatures in Kenya's Rift Valley and on its northern coast have risen by more than 5 degrees over the last 20 to 40 years, according to research by the group Christian Aid. 

Malaria, once rare in Kenya's central highlands because the weather was too cold for the disease-spreading mosquitoes, has become a major health challenge.

But conflict is perhaps the most alarming symptom. Violence is becoming deadlier thanks to population growth and the proliferation of arms.

 Thirty years ago, a few dozen tribal warriors with spears might have clashed at a water hole. Today rural communities are armed with AK-47s and even national armies are jumping into the fray.

In October, Kenyan soldiers clashed with Sudanese tribesmen conducting a cross-border cattle raid. This summer, the Ugandan military was accused of using attack helicopters against Kenyan herdsmen attempting to graze their stock in their country.

In Kenya, experts say, the violence has become as unpredictable as the weather. 

Faced with the extinction of their age-old livelihood because of what appear to be permanent changes in rainfall patterns, many of the 4 million Kenyans who survive by raising livestock are embroiled in a fight with one another and with herdsmen from nearby countries for the remaining viable land.

"The situation is getting out of hand and people are starting to worry about where all this is headed," said Mohammed Ahmed, a field officer with the British aid group ActionAid in Isiolo, where scores of people have been killed in recent months.

He and others say the violence this year has been more brutal and random than anyone can remember. Women and children have been killed, among them two women slain while collecting firewood in September.

Cattle rustling, which historically occurred after rains when herds were large, this year began for the first time in the midst of the drought, even though bandits had no pasture to keep the stolen livestock alive. 

In one recent attack, rustlers shot and killed several hundred animals when they realized they would be unable to escape with them.

That has led many to suspect that the motive isn't just to profit or restock herds; it's also to strike a death blow at the enemy.

"They want to force us to move off the land for good," said Romana Nasur, a member of the Turkana tribe who lost 65 goats during an attack in September.

"The first step is to make us poor."

The village of Gambella has long been a peaceful oasis thanks to a natural spring that enables year-round farming.

 It became a killing field in July, when scores of attackers, mostly Turkana and Samburu tribesmen, ransacked and destroyed more than 100 huts, shot holes in the water tanks and fled with several hundred animals.
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China Daily (China): China beats US in green shopping bags

1 December 2009

New York might consider itself the fashion capital of the world, yet it's surely not as fashionable as Shanghai or many other Chinese cities when it comes to shopping bags. 

Various cloth and canvas shopping bags have become a trend in supermarkets and on streets in many Chinese cities after the central government ban on free plastic bags went into effect in June last year. 
Carrying a cloth bag is not only the right thing to do to save money, but also to mitigate the effects of the worsening natural environment. 

A report from the National Development and Reform Commission three months ago showed that the use of plastic bags in China's supermarkets was reduced by two-thirds during the first year of the law's enforcement. 
The China Retail Chain Association said two months ago that 40 billion fewer plastic bags were consumed by supermarkets nationwide during the same period. 

Meanwhile, a study by British insurer RSA published in October shows that 45 percent of Chinese respondents were willing to pay a 5-10 percent eco-premium on products and services, a higher figure compared with many developed Western countries. 

On plastic bags, the RSA Green Appetites report says China had the highest percentage of consumers who believed that buying reusable shopping bags was the most important environmental issue by sector, followed by France and Canada. 

However, here in New York, ugly polyethylene plastic bags, which were first introduced into the supermarkets in 1977, are still the vogue. 

Both New York City and New York State have only a plastic carryout bag recycling law, which requires chain or large retailers to provide a bin in which consumers can deposit unwanted plastic bags and film plastics. 

Though it is widely regarded as huge progress, the effect of that law is truly doubtful. A Duane Reade cashier I asked did not know where the bin was.
 "It should be somewhere in the store," she said, her tone unsure. It took me a few minutes' search to detect a hardly noticeable black bin hidden behind several boxes.
 A man who was sorting goods on the shelf said only a few came to recycle plastic bags. 

Nationwide, bans on plastic bags are only imposed in San Francisco and will be imposed in Los Angeles next year. 

While many US cities have only plastic bag recycling laws, Washington DC may become the first US city to impose a bag fee after the city council initially approved a bill in June. 

In most US cities, such efforts have hit a snag. Several months ago, New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg withdrew a proposal for a 6-cent fee on each plastic bag. 
Similar bills were vetoed in Seattle, Philadelphia and several other US cities as well as the states of California, Texas, Maryland and Maine. 

For someone like me who arrived here looking for a role model for China's fight against environmental pollution, the number of plastic bags I have collected from New York supermarkets and grocery stores is truly a disappointment. 

On plastic bags, which take some 1,000 years to be fully degraded, the city of New York and the whole United States seem to be far behind developing countries like China, Bangladesh and many African countries such as Rwanda and Eritrea, which have banned plastic bags entirely. 

The call from UN Environment Program chief Achim Steiner for a global ban on plastic bags to save marine life not long ago was apparently not heard here despite the fact that the UN is headquartered in New York City. 

After five years in a row at the top, New York City has been overtaken this year by Milan as the fashion capital of the world. However, if the Big Apple wants to continue to reign as the plastic bag capital of the world, there will be no rival at all. 
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Fox News (US): Document Reveals U.N.'s Goal of Becoming Rule-Maker in Global Environmental Talks
30 November 2009

Environmentalism should be regarded on the same level with religion "as the only compelling, value-based narrative available to humanity," according to a paper written two years ago to influence the future strategy of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), the world's would-be environmental watchdog.
The purpose of the paper, put together after an unpublicized day-long session in Switzerland by some of the world's top environmental bureaucrats: to argue for a new and unprecedented effort to move environmental concerns to "the center of political and economic decision-making" around the world — and perhaps not coincidentally, expand the influence and reach of UNEP at the tables of world power, as a rule-maker and potential supervisor of the New Environmental Order.

The positions argued in that paper now appear to be much closer at hand; many of them are embedded in a four-year strategy document for UNEP taking effect next year, in the immediate wake of the much-touted, 11-day Copenhagen conference on "climate change," which starts on Dec. 7, and which is intended to push environmental concerns to a new crescendo.

The major difference is that the four-year UNEP plan expresses its aims in the carefully soporific language that U.N. organizations customarily use to swaddle their objectives. The Swiss document makes its case passionately — and more plainly — than any U.N. official document ever would.

The ambitious paper, entitled "The UNEP That We Want," was the product of a select group of 20 top environmental bureaucrats and thinkers, including UNEP's current No. 2 official, Angela Cropper. The document was later delivered to UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

Other participants included Janos Pasztor, currently head of the team pushing U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's unprecedented Seal the Deal lobbying campaign to pressure U.N. member governments into signing a new environmental agreement at Copenhagen; Julia Marton-Lefevre, head of the World Conservation Union; Dominic Waughray, currently head of environmental initiatives at the World Economic Forum; and Maria Ivanova, a Bulgarian academic who is director of the Global Economic Governance Project at the Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy.

Another important attendee was John Scanlon, listed on UNEP's website as principal advisor to UNEP's Steiner. Among other things, Scanlon is credited in his UNEP biography with being the leader in developing UNEP's new medium-term strategy, "Environment for Development," covering the period from 2010 to 2013. The draft version of the strategy was presented to a UNEP's Governing Council and a meeting of the world's environmental minister's in February 2008, and subsequently approved.

The Swiss paper was written not by Scanlon but by Mark Halle, the Europe-based director of trade and investment for an influential environmental think-tank, the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), which originated in Canada and now operates in some 30 countries. 
IISD, which still has heavy Canadian government support, bills itself as a research institute promoting policies that are "simultaneously beneficial to the global economy, the global environment and to social well-being."

Even though all of the Swiss participants took part in the brainstorming, the responsibility for the ideas in the paper are his own, Halle emphasized to Fox News, after he was contacted last week about the document. The paper itself says it offers "elements," not a "complete offering," of what UNEP should consider for its role in the years ahead.

Despite those limitations, the report was "very well received" by UNEP's hierarchy, according to Halle, and "it has had a great impact internally." He added, "I have participated in several discussions and presentations of the ideas."
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KBC (Kenya): Kenya to host UN conference Tuesday 

30 November 2009

Kenya will host leaders from over 100 countries when the south- south conference kicks off on Tuesday at UNEP headquarters in Gigiri. 

The meeting whose theme is "Promotion of South-South Cooperation for Development" the second of its kind in 31 years is expected to come up with a new agenda that will look at encouraging more multi lateral agreements to encourage trade amongst the member countries. 

The south-south co-operation was formed to discourage over reliance on the North mostly Europe and North America by promoting and implementing technical co-operation among developing countries. 

Over the years Kenya has benefited from this co-operation with 69.5% of the country's exports being to the comesa region. 

Kenya has also benefited from projects supported by south-south cooperation through the G77 Perez-Guerrero trust fund. 

Director of Special unit for the cooperation Yiping Zhou says that Kenya can even benefit more were it to explore avenues of trade such as the tax exemption by countries such as china and India on certain products.  

Yiping however says that the conference will try and encourage developing countries to sign more multilateral agreements shifting away from the current one on one agreement to enhance trade between themselves. 

The meeting is which jointly supported by the United Nations and the government will have the deputy secretary general as the chief guest.

The conference is the outcome of a UN decision to convene such a conference on the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation among developing countries (TCDC). 

The General Assembly has described South-South cooperation as an important element of international cooperation for development, which offers viable opportunities for developing countries in their individual and collective pursuits of sustained economic growth and sustainable development, and emphasized that South-South cooperation is not a substitute for, but is complementary to, North-South cooperation. 
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Other Environment News
AP: EU leaders want details on China emissions plan
1 December 2009

China should provide details on how it will implement its greenhouse gas limits and offer further proposals commensurate with its status as the world's largest emitter, European leaders said Tuesday.

China promised Thursday to nearly halve the ratio of pollution to GDP over the next decade — a major voluntary step that came a day after President Barack Obama promised the U.S. would lay out plans at this month's global warming conference in Copenhagen to substantially cut its own greenhouse gas emissions.

China's plan does not commit it to an overall reduction in emissions, which will continue to increase, though at a slower rate.

Following a meeting with Chinese President Hu Jintao, Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt said the Europeans wanted to analyze the figures and find out precisely what measures Beijing plans to put into place and "how it will differ from their business as usual pathway in regards to emissions."

Reinfeldt, whose country holds the rotating EU presidency, credited China with pursuing renewable energy and nuclear power as a substitute for coal-burning plants that spew carbon.

However, China's status as a major source of increase in global emissions means requires Beijing to do more, Reinfeldt said, citing a continuing rise in global temperatures.

Scientists believe a 2-degree Celsius (3.6-degree Fahrenheit) increase in global temperatures from pre-industrial levels would lead to destructively rising seas and climate shifts that would produce droughts, floods and other severe disruptions.

The announcements by Beijing and Washington add significant weight toward achieving a global agreement, though the Dec. 7-18 Copenhagen conference is unlikely to produce a binding deal as hoped.

Climate change was among the issues raised in sometimes contentious talks at Monday's one-day summit between China and the 27-member European Union, China's largest trading partner, with a market of more than 500 million people.

European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso had earlier welcomed China's emissions pledge and on Tuesday appeared to reference Beijing's insistence that developed nations take the lead in reducing emissions.

"We only have one planet and there is a shared responsibility for the future, of course with different levels of contribution," Barroso said.
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AFP: China gives hint of what to expect at Copenhagen
30 November 2009

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on Monday sought to reassure the EU that China shared its environmental concerns, a week ahead of the global conference on climate change in Copenhagen.

Wen, in an unusual move for a Chinese leader, began a speech at a China-EU business summit -- where he addressed an audience including European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso -- by quoting the world conservation strategy.

"We have not inherited the earth from our parents. We have borrowed it from our children, to leave to future generations a planet where they can survive and thrive," Wen said in the eastern city of Nanjing.

The speech gave a hint of what the world can expect from China when world leaders gather in Copenhagen from December 7 for UN talks on tackling global warming beyond 2012.

Wen will represent China, the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases.

He spoke at the business forum after concluding a summit with European Union leaders. The EU said at the conclusion of the talks that Chinese leadership was essential in facing climate change.

Wen's speech laid out China's green policies, but was also an apparent effort to counter the widely held view that the Asian giant has put immediate economic development ahead of the long-term health of its environment.

"We need to put in place a sustainable system of national economy that generates high output with low input, low consumption and low emissions," Wen said.

"We need to transform the existing patterns of development and consumption and move the world to a development path characterised by high productivity, prosperous lives and sound ecology to create a better home for the human race," he added, vowing to play an active and constructive role in Copenhagen.

Beijing said last week that by 2020 it would curb emissions per unit of gross domestic product by between 40 and 45 percent compared to 2005 levels.

The pledge was not to cut greenhouse gas emissions but was essentially a vow of greater energy efficiency that would see China's emissions continue to grow along with its economy.

Wen said China was pursuing other "voluntary" measures such as massive reforestation projects, making coal-fired electricity plants cleaner and more efficient, and increasing its nuclear and hydroelectric power capacity.

He reasserted China's stance that developed nations should bear most of the cost of tackling climate change, saying their industrialisation over the past 200 years came at "a great cost to the resources and ecology of the whole world."

Wen appealed to the EU to relax restrictions on the transfer of clean energy technology so that China could adopt more of it. Some European companies are concerned their intellectual property would not be safe in China.

"The EU is at the cutting edge of energy efficient and environmentally friendly technologies," Wen said. "We're ready to learn from you."
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AP: Indian officials dismiss Danish climate proposal

1 December 2009

Top Indian officials dismissed a draft climate change proposal by Denmark that expects developing economies to peak their greenhouse gas emissions by 2025, news reports said Monday.

The draft document was circulated to a few countries ahead of the Dec. 7-18 summit in Copenhagen, which is supposed to draw up an agreement for controlling emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases causing global warming.

Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh said the Danish draft was "totally unacceptable," The Economic Times reported.

"We are never going to take on a peaking year for absolute emissions. This is not on the horizon," Ramesh told the Danes, according to the newspaper.

Ramesh declined to comment later Monday.

In Copenhagen, Prime Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen said Denmark had not presented an official draft but was consulting "all the key stakeholders" ahead of the climate summit.

The Economic Times and the Times of India said the Danish document suggests 2025 as the year India reaches its maximum level of emissions before they begin to decline.

Scientists warn of potentially catastrophic climate change if average global temperatures rise more than 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) from preindustrial levels. 
To prevent that, greenhouse gas emissions should peak within the next few years and then rapidly decline by mid-century, according to the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

India has said it is prepared to take measures to slow the growth of emissions, but it refuses to accept the same kind of emissions cap required of industrial countries.

Last week China announced it would cut "carbon intensity," a measure of carbon dioxide emissions per unit of production, by 40 percent to 45 percent by 2020, compared with levels in 2005.

The Chinese target means emissions will continue to grow as its economy expands, but at nearly half the rate they would have otherwise.

Ramesh said India was reviewing its position after the Chinese announcement but has so far failed to put forward any numbers.

Swedish Environment Minister Andreas Carlgren told The Associated Press he had indications that India would present a target shortly. 
"India is important but I also think that it's important to finalize the discussions with the U.S. and China about their ambitions," Carlgren said in Stockholm.

The Economic Times also said the Danish draft proposal suggests a separate schedule for developing countries, another move that India opposes.

"India is willing to sign on to an ambitious global target for emission reductions ... provided developed countries shared the burden of funding mitigation," it quoted the country's top climate change negotiator Shyam Saran as saying.

"But signing on to emission reduction targets in the same manner as developed countries, that's simply not possible," he said.

The news reports said leaders of Brazil, South Africa, India and China are expected to present their own draft Tuesday in Copenhagen as an alternative to the Danish document.

India, like other developing countries, wants to keep the framework of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which required 37 wealthy nations to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 2012, but made no demands from developing countries. 

Negotiators in Copenhagen must decide whether to amend and extend the Kyoto accord for another period, whether to incorporate it into a broader agreement, or whether to scrap it altogether for a more all-encompassing treaty. 

Some 90 world leaders have agreed to attend the conference. President Barack Obama said he would be there Dec. 9 on his way to Norway to collect his Nobel Peace prize. 

The conference had originally been intended to produce a final global warming treaty, but that now seems out of reach. 
Most leaders now hope the conference can produce a framework agreement, leaving only details, technical arrangements and legal language to be concluded over the next six to 12 months. 
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AFP: Australian politician torpedoes carbon cut plans

1 December 2009

A colourful climate-change sceptic seized control of Australia's opposition on Tuesday, vowing to kill carbon trading legislation ahead of key UN talks in a step which could trigger snap polls.

Right-wing maverick Tony Abbott ousted Liberal Party leader Malcolm Turnbull by just one vote, 42-41, in a shock backroom result that should doom marathon attempts to pass emissions laws.

A second defeat of the government bill -- aiming to cut carbon pollution by between five and 25 percent of 2000 levels by 2020 -- would give the government powers to call an early election.

"We will oppose the legislation in the Senate -- that is the right thing to do," Abbott told reporters, adding that he was "not frightened of an election on this issue".

Abbott's victory comes after Turnbull sparked a party revolt by supporting the government's emissions trading legislation, which is strongly opposed by the industry and agriculture lobbies.

The 52-year-old Abbott, a super-fit ex-trainee priest who recently posed for the cameras in his swimming trunks, sought to brush off earlier comments that climate-change science was "crap" as "a bit of hyperbole".

"I think climate change is real," Abbot said, prompting laughter at his press conference.

"I think man does make a contribution. There's an argument as to how great that contribution is, and second, what should be done about it.

"The last thing we should be doing is rushing through a great big new tax just so (prime minister) Kevin Rudd can take a trophy to Copenhagen," he added.

Failure to pass the cuts ahead of the UN summit would be deeply embarrassing for Labor leader Rudd, who discussed climate change with US President Barack Obama on Monday.

"A failure to vote, or shall I say a vote to delay the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme, is a vote to deny the climate-change science," he told reporters in Washington.

Abbott said the opposition would seek to stall the legislation by deferring it to a Senate committee, or otherwise he vowed to defeat it this week in the upper house, where neither side holds a majority.

"Many millions of Australians are concerned that the Rudd government's emissions trading scheme looks like a great big tax, to create a great big slush fund," he said.

The bills' defeat would give Rudd the power to call Australia's first "double dissolution" election since 1987, although the prime minister has played down the prospect.

Rudd has sought to place Australia, the developed world's worst per capita polluter, at the centre of the international climate debate despite its accounting for just 1.5 percent of global emissions.

The centre-left leader campaigned on a strong environmental platform during 2007 polls and ratified the Kyoto Protocol shortly after taking office.

He has been asked to be a "friend of the chair", a deal broker role, at the Copenhagen talks which aim to craft a new pact for curbing the gases that drive global warming.
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Independent (UK): Countdown to Copenhagen: The 'people's summit'
1 December 2009

Only seven days to go now, in the Countdown to Copenhagen – one week until 192 nations come together to try to negotiate a new international climate treaty that will allow the world to deal with the potentially catastrophic threat of global warming. 

Most world leaders, from US President Barack Obama down, will attend the meeting in the Danish capital which begins on 7 December and lasts until 19 December; it will be one of the largest international gatherings ever seen, with about 15,000 delegates and diplomats working behind the prime ministers and presidents who will make the final decisions.

But there is another gathering taking place in Copenhagen, running in parallel with the main conference, and that is the coming together of environmental activists from all over the world, who are flocking to Denmark to cheer the conference on, as it were, and also to give it a few sharp prods – to remind the presidents and the prime ministers doing the deciding that the situation is serious and needs an adequate response. 

There may be 10,000 of them. There may be 20,000. There may be even 30,000. Their official focus will be Klimaforum09, the alternative "people's summit" which will host speakers such as the anti-globalization activist Naomi Klein, the author and climate campaigner George Monbiot and the radical Indian environmentalist Vandana Shiva.
 "Klimaforum's aim is to provide an opportunity for the public to enter into discussion," said its spokesman Richard Steed. "We're going to be looking at radical solutions." 

Plenty of people will be offering them. 
Naomi Klein, the Canadian author whose book No Logo became a key text for anti-globalisation campaigners, contrasted Copenhagen with the "Battle of Seattle", the angry confrontation with the authorities at the World Trade Organisation conference in 1999, which she took part in. 

This time around, she believes, "it's really tricky for activists in terms of figuring out how you interact with a summit like this. 
There's a different dynamic [from Seattle], because the fact is that the people in the streets overwhelmingly support the mission of the meeting in Copenhagen. 
And, so, they're not saying 'no' to the idea of a climate summit. In fact, they're saying 'yes'." 

Friends of the Earth International (FOE) have organised one of the major actions during the conference, known as The Flood.
 Part of the Global Day of Action on 12 December – the middle Saturday of the conference when the city centre will become a carnival of parades – this will consist of about 3,000 members of the public taking to the streets dressed in blue.
They will march towards the Bella Centre, where the main climate conference is being held, after joining up with other groups. 
"System Change, Not Climate Change" is the slogan for the less formal actions being organised by Climate Justice Action (CJA), the umbrella group for an international network that includes Climate Camp, Focus on the Global South, and the Indian Social Action Forum. 

The organisations marching that day plan to convene outside the Bella Centre to show the level of solidarity needed to cut carbon emissions at an appropriate rate. 
As well as attempting to persuade governments to commit to these targets, the demonstrators will also argue that market-based ideas such as the trading of carbon emissions are merely opportunities for companies to profit from pollution.
 Most of the protesters reject the involvement of the World Bank in international climate finance.

Exhibitions by members of indigenous populations from Peru, the Philippines and the Arctic will discuss the policies of developed governments, such as the idea of carbon offsetting as a method to reduce carbon emissions. 
NGOs including The Third World Network, Focus on the Global South and Jubilee South will participate in the official conference and lobby against the dangers of these proposals to local communities.

Crowds are expected to gather in Copenhagen for the arrival of the high delegates on 16 December. At 7pm, during "Earth Hour" the lights of the city will be turned off, sending a message about the need for a commitment to a global climate deal.
 On the same day, demonstrators will attempt to enter the Bella Centre en masse, turning the debate into the People's Assembly for Climate Justice. 

"We'll definitely be met with violence from the police," said UK-based protester Isabel Jama. 
"CJA has a guideline that we'll only use our bodies in the protest, and we're anticipating police tactics to be an obstacle to get around, not to confront. However, this will be different to UK protests where police don't use teargas, and we'll be working with legal and medical teams on the day. Danish kids are rowdy and the police use dispersal tactics there."

Danish officials have taken a firm stance against activism in recent years, and UK protestors are expecting to witness the type of resistance seen in the dismantling of the "Ungdomshuset", a youth community centre run by activists and musicians in the centre of Copenhagen. 
When police emptied the building in March 2007, more than 400 people were arrested and teargas was used against the crowds. 

The Danish government announced recently that they have turned warehouses and gyms outside the city into temporary prisons, and a new law has been hurried through parliament ahead of the summit to allow police to arrest anyone who they suspect might breach the peace. 

"Protests have begun to combat these infringements of civil liberties, and whilst there's an ideological perspective to their action their point is informed by the 
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BBC News: Major sea level rise likely as Antarctic ice melts 

1 December 2009

Sea levels are likely to rise by about 1.4m (4ft 6in) globally by 2100 as polar ice melts, according to a major review of climate change in Antarctica.
Conducted by the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR), it says that warming seas are accelerating melting in the west of the continent. 

Ozone loss has cooled the region, it says, shielding it from global warming. 

Rising temperatures in the Antarctic Peninsula are making life suitable for invasive species on land and sea. 

The report - Antarctic Climate Change and the Environment - was written using contributions from 100 leading scientists in various disciplines, and reviewed by a further 200.

SCAR's executive director Dr Colin Summerhayes said it painted a picture of "the creeping global catastrophe that we face". 

"The temperature of the air is increasing, the temperature of the ocean is increasing, sea levels are rising - and the Sun appears to have very little influence on what we see," he said. 

SCAR's report comes 50 years to the day after the Antarctic Treaty, the international agreement regulating use of the territory, was opened for signing, and a week before the opening of the potentially seminal UN climate summit in Copenhagen. 

High rise
Two years ago, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projected that the global average sea level would probably rise by 28-43 cm (11-16in) by the end of the century. 

But it acknowledged this figure was almost certainly too low, because it was impossible to model "ice dynamics" - the acceleration in ice melting projected to occur as air and water temperatures rise. 

Launching the SCAR report in London, lead editor John Turner from the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) suggested that observations on the ground had changed that picture, especially in parts of the West Antarctic ice sheet. 

"Warmer water is getting under the edges of the West Antarctic ice sheet and accelerating the flow of ice into the ocean," he said.

By the end of the century, he said, the sheet will probably have lost enough ice alone to raise sea levels globally by "tens of centimetres". 

The remainder of the projected rise would come from melting of the Greenland cap, melting of mountain glaciers in the Himalayas and Andes, and the expansion of seawater as it warms. 

A number of research teams have come up with similar projections. 

But this is the first time that an international body such as SCAR has endorsed the likelihood that sea levels will rise enough to threaten some of the world's biggest cities by the end of the century. 

Cold store
The Antarctic Peninsula - the strip of land that points towards the southern tip of South America - has warmed by about 3C over the last 50 years, the fastest rise seen anywhere in the southern hemisphere, according to the report. 

But the rest of the continent has remained largely immune from the global trend of rising temperatures.

Indeed, the continent's largest portion, East Antarctica, appears to have cooled, bringing a 10% increase in the sea ice extent since 1980. 

This report backs the theory that it has bucked the global trend largely because of ozone depletion - the chemical havoc wrought over 30 years by chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and other agents in the stratosphere above the polar region. 

"We used to have a big blanket of ozone, and when we took it away we saw a cooling," said Professor Turner. 

"The Antarctic has been shielded from the impacts of global warming." 

But, the report concludes, that will not last forever. 

The ozone hole is expected to repair itself in about 50 years, now that the Montreal Protocol has curbed the use of ozone-destroying substances. 

As it does so, the SCAR team predicts that greenhouse warming will come to dominate the temperature change across Antarctica, as in other parts of the planet. 

Doubling of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere would warm the continent by 3-4C, it says. 

The majority of Antarctica is so cold that a rise of this magnitude in air temperature would have little impact. 

But more warming of the oceans would speed ice loss still further, the report concludes. 

On the basis of declines seen around the Antarctic Peninsula, it would also be expected to bring significant reductions in the abundance of krill, a key foodstuff for baleen whales and other animals.

Among humankind, the frozen continent was once a preserve of explorers and scientists. 

But now, about 30,000 tourists a year visit, some setting foot on outlying parts of the peninsula. 

This increased human traffic, plus the warming on land and sea, are going to change the region's ecology, according to Julian Gutt, allowing organisms to enter and survive that were previously excluded through climate or simple geography. 

"A good candidate is the stone crab (aka king crab) such as those found throughout Norwegian waters - they're more than a metre across from toe to toe. 

"There are hints of it hopping across from South America - and that could completely change the ecosystem on the sea floor," said the Alfred Wegener Institute researcher. 

About one third of one percent of Antarctica's land surface is ice-free; but already, non-native species are competing with native mosses for this meagre resource, Dr Gutt noted. 
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Reuters: Wind power maker Honiton hires M.Stanley for sale

30 November 2009

Honiton Energy Group has hired Morgan Stanley to help the China-focused wind power developer lure a new investor, in a deal that could value the entire company at up to $250 million, two people familiar with the details said on Monday.

The company, currently 100 percent foreign-owned and headquartered in Beijing, has received first-round bids from several private equity firms, which valued it at between $200 million and $250 million, said the dealmakers.

The company wants to sell only a minority stake to a new investor because it is also aiming to list on a major international market in a year or two, said the two sources, who declined to be identified because the sale process is confidential.

Morgan Stanley declined to comment. Officials of Honiton, which focuses on wind power development in China, especially Inner Mongolia, could not be immediately reached for comment.

With 100 percent foreign ownership, "this allows the company to list on any foreign stock market effortlessly and without any shareholder restrictions," the company said in a statement on its website. (www.honitonenergy.com)

"As a renewable energy provider, Honiton will also enjoy preferential tax treatment from Chinese authorities," the company statement added.

The sources told Reuters the first-round bidders included both Chinese and foreign private equity and hedge funds, and a deal could be closed before the end of the year.

HOT SECTOR

Honiton owns the rights to five extensive properties in China's Inner Mongolia region.

With the potential for each property to produce up to hundreds of megawatts of power, the production of wind power could power millions of homes and thereby potentially reduce several million tonnes of carbon dioxide, the company website asserted.

Last year, global investments in renewable energy reached $119 billion, where a fifth was invested in the Asia Pacific region, according to a report by UNEP Sustainable Energy Finance Initiative.

China led new investment in Asia, rising 18 percent over 2007 to $15.6 billion, mostly in new wind projects and some biomass plants.  

To support the sector's fast expansion, many wind power developers in China are working on plans to raise money from private investors or public listings, making new energy a hot area to receive a new wave of private equity investments.

China Longyuan Power Group, Asia's largest wind power generator and the world's fifth largest, is planning a $2.2 billion Hong Kong initial public offering. [ID:nHKG294534]

China Investment Corp, the country's sovereign fund, U.S. billionaire investor Wilbur Ross and others have already agreed to subscribe to part of Longyuan's IPO, reflecting the fact that global investors retain a strong interest in the sector, which some analysts said may be already overheated.
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UN News: UN Agency Launches Assessment of Oil-Contaminated Region 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today launched an assessment of the impact of contamination from oil across the Ogoni region of the Niger Delta in Nigeria, which has been plagued by local unrest and ecological damage in recent years. 
The $9.5 million assessment, which will be jointly carried out by UNEP and the Governor of Nigeria's Rivers state following a request from the Nigerian Government, is expected to last a year. 
The findings that emerge from the assessment will be used as the basis of recommendations on how to rehabilitate the land so that it meets international standards of environment acceptability, according to a press release issued today by UNEP.

Oil exploration and production has been conducted in the Niger Delta since the 1950s but many of the operations have been suspended since the early 1990s because of local unrest, and the oil fields and installations of the region known as Ogoniland have been dormant. In that period there has been only partial efforts to remedy the contamination from oil production, and further spills as a result of a lack of maintenance, oil tapping and damage to infrastructure have occurred in the past 15 years. http://allafrica.com/stories/200912010011.html
UN News: UN Peacekeepers Plant Trees to Fight Climate Change

United Nations peacekeepers planted nearly 600 trees in a botanical garden in Côte d'Ivoire over the weekend, a small but symbolic step in a project to combat climate change that has already surpassed its target of 7 billion trees - one for every person in the world. 
The planting in the town of Bingerville follows a similar ceremony in neighbouring Liberia where UN blue helmets planted 1,000 trees earlier this year as part of the initiative launched by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to plant 7 billion trees by the end of 2009, a goal it reached in September.

With the destruction of natural forests emitting more greenhouse gases every year than the transport sector, planting trees - which absorb carbon dioxide and store nearly 300 gigatons of carbon in their biomass - provides a crucial defence in the fight against global warming. 
Blue helmets have already planted nearly 30,000 saplings in 11 peacekeeping missions worldwide, in countries including Timor-Leste, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Georgia and Lebanon.

The one-hectare lot in Bingerville botanical garden will now be known as ONUCI, the initials of the UN peacekeeping mission that has been stationed in Côte d'Ivoire since 2004 to help ensure a ceasefire and pave the way for permanent peace and democratic elections after civil war in 2002 split the West African country into a Government-ruled south and a rebel-controlled north.
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· India and Nepal join hands to combat environmental crimes across their border – Punjab Newsline




Xinhua (China): World at watershed in low-carbon development 

30 November 2009

 Global investments in developing power generating capacity from green energy reached 140 billion U.S. dollars in 2008, overtaking those in carbon-based fuels for the first time in history, a UN Environment Program (UNEP) report showed. 

The figures indicate, with the advance in green energy, such as from solar, wind and biomass sources, the world is now at a watershed in the development of low-carbon economy. 

 New types of energy and the low-carbon economy are casting more and more influence on the structure of each economy across the globe, the patterns of investing and manufacturing, and the way of live. 

 The changes are amazing given the fact that just a few years ago, high-cost, immature technology, as well as people's habitual and ever increasing dependence on oil prevented people from anticipating a promising prospect for the low-carbon economy. 

 The mentality began to change with soaring oil prices, more public awareness of climate change, and, in particular, the arrival of the global financial crisis. 

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner pointed out in March this year that the huge stimulus packages by various countries to tackle the financial crisis could be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make the transition to a low-carbon and resource-efficient society. 

"This opportunity must not be lost," Steiner said. And now, countries across the world are taking actions to seize the chance. 

    In the United States, the development of green energy has been a pivotal chapter in the economic stimulus plan initiated by President Barack Obama, who set a goal of having 1 million plug-in hybrid vehicles in the country by 2015. 

Obama also pledged to invest 15 billion dollars each year in the following decade to help create 5 million new green jobs and convert the traditional manufacturing centers in the country into clean technology leaders. 

European countries were pioneers in adopting environment friendly measures in economic development although their initial efforts had been rather fragmented. 

The European Commission announced in March 2009 that a total of105 billion euros (around 157 billion dollars) would be dedicated to "green projects" in the bloc by 2013, in a bid to improve employment and boost economic growth, and secure Europe's leadership in the field of green technology. 

Britain, in particular, is a major advocate of low-carbon economy in Europe. Apart from addressing problems of environmental protection and climate change, it also pins hope on creating new business and job opportunities by developing, using and transferring low-carbon technologies. 

 According to an independent research, a plan on clean coal technology announced by Britain's Energy and Climate Change Ministry in April could bring 4 billion pounds (about 6.6 billion dollars) a year into the UK economy by 2030, and create between 30,000 to 60,000 jobs in engineering and manufacturing sectors. 

The Japanese government also showed ambition to transfer to a low-carbon economy in a draft plan published in April. 

 It is reported that the scale of Japan's environment-linked market would expand from the 2006 level of 70 trillion yen (800 billion dollars) to 120 trillion yen (1380 billion dollars) in 2020, while a considerable increase in related job opportunities can also be expected once the draft gets passed. 

China, as the world's largest developing country, has been actively engaged in a drive toward low-carbon economy. 

 Among the 4-trillion-yuan (586-billion-dollars) economic stimulus plan announced by the Chinese government in May, over 5 percent were to be directly invested in projects that will boost energy efficiency, reduce emissions and help with sustainable development, while nearly 10 percent were to promote innovation and industrial restructuring. 

 According to the UNEP, developing countries like China saw the largest increases in global investments in developing power generating capacity from green energy last year. 

 In short term, developing green energy and low-carbon economy may help lift the world out of the current trouble and push for a global economic recovery. 

 While in the long run, once breakthroughs are made in new energy technologies that will lead to lower global demand for oil, chances are that greenhouse gas emissions could stabilize or even go down. This will be a blessing for the world that aspires for a sustainable development. 

 In the meantime, a low-carbon trend will spur the development of a variety of related industries, and help change the patten of economic growth in the world as a whole

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/01/content_12567094.htm
…………………………………………

Xinhua (China): Backgrounder: Causes for climate change 
 29 November 2009

The earth's climate is dynamic and changing through a natural cycle. The causes of climate change can be divided into two categories -- those that are due to natural causes and those that are created by man. 

There are a number of natural factors responsible for climate change, such as variations in solar radiation, deviations in the Earth's orbit, volcanoes, continental drift and ocean drift. 

On the other hand, human activities, especially those since the Industrial Revolution in the 19th century, have contributed mainly to the climate change which is currently characterized by global warming. 

The first world climate conference was held on Feb. 12-23, 1979, in Geneva, at which scientists sent warnings on global warming while climate change was for the first time put on the agenda. 

The conference also led to the creation of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in 1988. 

So far, the IPCC has published four assessment reports. In its last assessment report in 2007, the IPCC said with 90 percent certainty that human activities, especially the burning of fossil fuels, had caused global warming during the past 50 years. 

The fourth report is the largest and most detailed summary of the climate change situation ever undertaken, involving some 2,500 scientists from more than 130 countries. 

 It notes that "carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide have increased markedly as a result of human activities since 1750 and far exceeded pre-industrial values." 

 It also states that "evidence from all continents and most oceans shows that many natural systems are being affected by regional climate changes, particularly temperature increases." 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-11/30/content_12564877.htm
……………………………..

Top News (U.S): Green customs workshop to check environmental crime begins - 

30 November 2009 

As a complete ban on the use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) comes into force on January 1, 2010 the representatives from United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), India and Nepal began to thrash out issues concerning illegal trade of ozone depleting substances (ODS) and other environmental crime at a three-day workshop commencing here today.

The workshop proposes to educate the officers of customs and security officers deployed on the borders about the sensitivity of the environmental crime and ensure better coordination among the enforcement agencies to check their movement, said Atul Bagai, Head Asia Pacific, OzonAction Programme, Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE) under the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP).

According to sources about 20000 tonnes of chlorofluorocarbons worth 150 to 300 million US dollars are being illegally traded per annum globally. At the same time the volumes of illegal trade in hazardous waste and wildlife crime is also going unchecked in the range of 10 to 20 billon US dollars each annually.

Speaking on the occasion Ms Yvonne Ewang-Sanvincenti, Basel Convention Secretariat, Geneva, said about 20 to 30 billion dollars were being earned annually by dumping hazardous waste. “This is a big business,” she said. “Illegal trade in environmentally sensitive items such as ODS, harmful chemicals, hazardous wastes and endangered species is becoming increasingly lucrative,” said Bagai.

Dr Sita Ram Joshi the Director General of Nepal Bureau of Standards and Metrology, Nepal said the ODS contributed to about 17 percent of the global warming. So there was an immediate need to deal with the issue and the best solution was to turn to natural refrigerants like carbon dioxide, ammonia and water.

Significantly no major cases of ODS trade have been reported in the recent past on the Indo-Nepal border in the state. The sensitization of the officials would not only help in checking illegal movement of the ODS but also in checking other environmental crime including the wildlife crime on the Indo-Nepal borders, said Bagai.

“There is an urgent need to strengthen the collaboration between these neighbouring countries to monitor ODS trade and curb illegal movement of such commodities,” said Bagai.

Scale of environment crime estimated 20 to 30 billion dollars annually from hazardous waste dumping, smuggling proscribed hazardous chemicals and exploiting and trafficking protected natural resources.

CFCs 20,000 tonnes per year, worth US dollars 150 to 300 million. (Equivalent to over 12 percent of over 12 percent of global (ODS) production (1990s).

10 to 20 percent of legitimate trade in ODS (equivalent to 7000 to 14000 tonnes per year with a value of US dollars 25 to 60 million (2000s)

Hazardous waste US government estimated that US dollars 10 to 20 billion was earned from smuggling of waste.

There are at least 8.5 million tones of hazardous waste being moved between countries each year.

Wildlife estimated 5 to 20 billion US dollars per annum.

Timber5 to 10 percent may be illegal.

http://www.topnews.in/green-customs-workshop-check-environmental-crime-begins-2241222
……………………………..

Punjab Newsline (India): India and Nepal join hands to combat environmental crimes across their border 

30 November 2009  

Today representatives from customs and enforcement administrations as well as environment ministries of India and Nepal are participating in the first border dialogue of its kind to address the challenges of illegal trade in environmentally sensitive commodities across their common border. 

Most environmental problems are transboundary in nature and can have a global impact. The illegal international trade in environmentally sensitive items such as ozone depleting substances (ODS), harmful chemicals, hazardous wastes, and endangered species is a substantial and increasingly lucrative business. 
It directly threatens human health, deteriorates the environment, contributes to species loss, results in revenue loss for governments and seriously undermines the effectiveness of multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs). 

During the three day workshop, representatives from India and Nepal will join hands in a border dialogue within the framework of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Green Customs Initiative facilitated by UNEP’s Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE)’s OzonAction Programme based in Paris, France. 
The dialogue will also benefit from participation of representatives of the Green Customs Initiative and relevant Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) which include trade-related provisions. 

The Green Customs Initiative is an unprecedented partnership of international organizations, whose objective is to enhance the capacity of customs and other relevant enforcement personnel to monitor and facilitate the legal trade and to detect and prevent illegal trade in environmentally sensitive commodities covered by relevant conventions and MEAs. 
This is achieved through awareness raising on all the relevant international agreements as well as provision of assistance and tools to the enforcement community. 

Based on the past history of CFC trade in the sub-region, there is an urgent need to strengthen the collaboration between these neighbouring countries to monitor ODS trade and curb illegal movement of such commodities. 

Dr. Young-Woo Park, Regional Director and Representative for Asia and the Pacific, UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, said “The Illegal trade in ODS has undermined countries’ efforts to comply with the Montreal Protocol to phase out Ozone Depleting Substances. 
Especially with the advent of the key milestone for phase out of CFCs in Article 5 (developing) countries, the illegal movement of ODS may increase due to the upcoming complete ban of use and trade of CFCs from January 1, 2010. 
These global environmental crimes call for urgent global coordinated responses.” 

“By having this dialogue through the Green Customs framework, we could raise the awareness of border operation officers in combating illegal trade that may negatively affect the environment, and provide tools for operation and enforcement. 
We could also enhance border cooperation on control of the ODS trade and in the fight against illegal trade in a concerted manner between India and Nepal through establishing an action plan and strengthening the existing compliance system” said Sri Alok Ranjan, Principal Secretary, Urban Development, Environment and Homeguard to the government of Uttar Pradesh, India. 

Participants to this dialogue consist of wide range of stakeholders in preventing illegal trade.
 Dr. Sitaram Joshi, Director General, Nepal Bureau of Standards and Metrology, Nepal said “In order to enhance synergy in enforcing environmental agreements at the border, participants to this dialogue include the stakeholders from both countries such as customs officers, border agencies, border police, national ozone officers and business partners. 
We also have participation of experts from related MEAs, National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics (NACEN), the Indian para-military force (SSB), Green Customs’ Partner organisations and UNEP”. 

http://www.punjabnewsline.com/content/view/21376/92/
……………………………
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	· Australian Climate Row Highlights Copenhagen Rifts - Reuters




Reuters: Australian Climate Row Highlights Copenhagen Rifts 
1 December 2009
Australia's major rivers are shrinking and farms are gripped by drought as scientists warn of climate change, but that has not convinced some skeptical politicians to back carbon-trade laws.

In a pointer to the difficulty of striking a pact to curb global greenhouse gas emissions at climate talks in Copenhagen, Australia's parliament is at an impasse over a scheme to slash carbon emissions blamed for global warming.

The main conservative opposition is split over whether to support the laws in an obstructive upper house of parliament, with its third-most senior member and high-profile Senate leader Nick Minchin convinced climate change is all a conspiracy.

"For the extreme left it has provided the opportunity to do what they've always wanted to do, to sort of de-industrialize the Western world," Minchin recently told Australian television.

"The collapse of communism was a disaster for the left. They embraced environmentalism as their new religion," Minchin said, sparking a blizzard of controversy.

Minchin's climate skeptic views are being echoed in other countries, like the United States, as they seek to reach agreement on climate policy ahead of Copenhagen next week.

Australia is already witnessing the effects of climate change, scientists say, with farmlands in the grip of a decades-long drought, drying riverbeds, record heatwaves and warnings of catastrophic bushfires as well as freak flash flooding in the north.

Large icebergs were also sighted recently near shipping lanes close to nearby New Zealand, much further north than usual.

AIMING TOO LOW

Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt, whose government holds the rotating European Union presidency, warned in China on Monday that countries were not aiming high enough to reduce carbon emissions at Copenhagen.

Britain's Gordon Brown has put world leaders, including U.S. President Barack Obama, on notice that they "cannot afford to fail" in Denmark, which British climate expert Nicholas Stern has called the "most important international gathering of our time."

Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd hopes to land in Copenhagen after sealing passage of controversial laws setting up the largest carbon trading platform outside Europe.

But Rudd's carbon trade laws look doomed with climate skeptics like Minchin, who comes from a state where rivers are drying up, likely to reject or delay the laws.

A leading Nielsen opinion poll on Monday showed 66 percent of Australians back the introduction of an emissions trading scheme. Other surveys have shown support as high as 80 percent.

Rudd's problem, as opponents realize, is that many voters are also wary or even outright opposed to an emissions scheme if it comes at a high personal cost. Fresh elections are due late next year and the emissions row could yet yield a snap poll.

"Australia is not going to do anything that changes the course or nature of the temperature of the globe," said rural-based Senator Barnaby Joyce, who has become something of a maverick "pin-up" for climate skeptics.

"It's a gesture that will be reflected in a massive tax delivered to you from every corner of your house, from every power point, by the price of food, it will be in your fridge as it's going through the middle of the night," Joyce said.

Despite Copenhagen looming, climate fears have also failed to dent Australian consumption, with figures on Monday showing Australians are building the world's largest homes on average and filling them with air conditioning and appliances.

That can only add weight to the arguments of emerging giants like India and China in Copenhagen that they should not curtail economic growth ambitions over climate change, while countries like Australia remain on a path of comfortable consumption.

http://planetark.org/wen/55718
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UN to release ‘Hard Rain’ film with Bob Dylan tune on eve of climate talks

Just a week before the United Nations climate change conference begins in

Copenhagen, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today it will help

release a rare live recording of Bob Dylan performing his 1962 song-poem A Hard Rain’s

A-Gonna Fall set to dramatic photographs of shrunken ice caps, barren landscapes, and

devastated lives.

Hard Rain: Our Headlong Collision with Nature by photographer Mark Edwards and Mr.

Dylan will be released on DVD at the opening of the Hard Rain exhibition in Copenhagen

on 6 December – the eve of the climate conference. The release is being done in partnership

with UNEP.

“The dark and evocative lyrics of A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall echo the kind of impacts the world faces if climate change continues unchecked,” said Achim Steiner, UNEP’s Executive Director. 

“But Bob Dylan had another song. One that reflects a strong and positive Copenhagen outcome that puts the world on a low-carbon path – The Times They Are A-Changin.”

The DVD is accompanied by The Urgency of Now, a specially commissioned essay by author and activist LloydTimberlake.

 The essay title was inspired by a response to Hard Rain from British Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

“If Hard Rain is a photographic elegy,” said Mr. Brown, “it is also an impassioned cry for change. Forceful, dramatic and disturbing, it is driven by what Martin Luther King called ‘the fierce urgency of now’ – and I believe the call for a truly global response to climate change is an idea whose time has finally come.”

Mr. Brown is one of at least 80 heads of State and government expected to attend the 7-18 December conference.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will also participate. This weekend, the Secretary-General called on world leaders to agree to a deal that is as ambitious as possible, even if imperfect. “We need every country on board. We need you on board.

 The world needs your support at this critical moment.”

Mr. Timberlake's essay focuses on a key dilemma facing the climate negotiators. 

“Poor countries will not accept a climate change treaty that prevents them from developing,” he writes.

“We have to give governments a constituency to reinvent the modern world so that it's compatible with nature and human nature,” said Mr. Edwards. 

“Political change comes only when people form a movement so large and inclusive that governments have no choice but to listen – and act. The last verse of Dylan's song begins:

 ‘What'll you do now?’ It's aquestion that cannot be left hanging when the Copenhagen talks come to a close.”

UN peacekeepers plant trees in Côte d’Ivoire to fight climate change
United Nations peacekeepers planted nearly 600 trees in a botanical garden in Côte d’Ivoire over the weekend, a small but symbolic step in a project to combat climate

change that has already surpassed its target of 7 billion trees – one for every person in the world.
The planting in the town of Bingerville follows a similar ceremony in neighbouring Liberia where UN blue helmets planted 1,000 trees earlier this year as part of the initiative launched by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to plant 7 billion trees by the end of 2009, a goal it reached in September. 

With the destruction of natural forests emitting more greenhouse gases every year than the transport sector, planting trees – which absorb carbon dioxide and store nearly 300 gigatons of carbon in their biomass – provides a crucial defence in the fight against global warming. 
Blue helmets have already planted nearly 30,000 saplings in 11 peacekeeping missions worldwide, in countries including Timor-Leste, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Georgia and Lebanon.
The one-hectare lot in Bingerville botanical garden will now be known as ONUCI, the initials of the UN peacekeeping mission that has been stationed in Côte d’Ivoire since 2004 to help ensure a ceasefire and pave the way for permanent peace and democratic elections after civil war in 2002 split the West African country into a Government-ruled south and a rebelcontrollednorth.
Reauthorized repeatedly since then, most recently until 31 January 2010, it currently comprises nearly 8,400 uniformed personnel, as well as 407 international civilian staff.

At Commonwealth meeting Ban drums up momentum for climate change summit

On the final lap of the years-long marathon to the United Nations climate change summit in Copenhagen next month, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon takes his call for urgent action to a meeting of Commonwealth leaders in Trinidad and Tobago on Friday,

the last global gathering before the summit.
Mr. Ban, who has repeatedly called climate change and its attendant consequences of

increased droughts, floods, rising seas and more violent storms “the defining challenge of our era,” will urge the leaders of the 53-member Commonwealth to attend the summit,

confident that strong momentum is building for a framework that can be moulded into a

legally binding climate treaty as early as possible in 2010.
Yesterday he welcomed the announcement that United States President Barack Obama will go to Copenhagen as yet another sign of the gathering momentum.
Over the next two days in Port of Spain, Mr. Ban will urge the Commonwealth leaders to stay focused and committed to reach an agreement “that is ambitious, equitable, and satisfies the demands of science,” spokesperson Farhan Haq told a news briefing in New York yesterday.
“The world cannot afford to fail in Copenhagen because the costs are simply too great, the Secretary-General will urge the leaders. Failure to seal a deal could result in increased human suffering, higher economic losses, opportunities squandered in

terms of productivity, global competitiveness and political stability,” Mr. Haq added.
For more than a year, Mr. Ban has let barely a speech go by without calling on world leaders to face up to the challenge of forging a successor to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which set limits on global warming greenhouse gases for industrialized nations and whose first commitment period expires in 2012.
The Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Yvo de Boer, told reporters last week that President Obama's presence in the Danish capital “would make a huge difference.”
He added today that the US commitment to specific, mid-term emission cut targets and China's commitment to specific action on energy efficiency can “unlock two of the last doors” to a comprehensive agreement.
“Let there be no doubt that we need continued strong ambition and leadership,” he stated. “In particular, we still await clarity from industrialised nations on the provision of large-scale finance to developing countries for immediate and longterm climate action.”
In addition to commitments on financing, Mr. de Boer has cited individualized targets “in black and white” by industrialized States to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, and a list of actions by developing nations, as the main points that must come out of Copenhagen.
Originally it had been hoped to produce the legally binding treaty in Copenhagen but persistent differences in pre-summit talks on these issues pushed back the timeframe and Mr. de Boer now hopes a formal treaty will follow within six months.

Momentum for climate deal strong and growing, Ban tells Commonwealth

The momentum for a deal at next month's United Nations climate change summit is strong and growing, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today, urging world

leaders to make the extra push to achieve a firm foundation for a legally binding treaty as early as possible in 2010.
“My message to you today is simple: stay focused, stay committed, come to Copenhagen,and seal a deal,” Mr. Ban said in a keynote address to Commonwealth heads of government, at their meeting in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.
“A deal that is ambitious, a deal that is equitable, a deal that satisfies the demands of

science,” he added.
With only nine days to go, he and Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen of Denmark, which is hosting the 7 to 18 December conference, are working to get every country on board towards a new agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Some 80 world leaders have pledged to attend the summit, and more are signing up daily.
“The momentum is strong – and it continues to grow,” Mr. Ban told the gathering, which is the last international meeting before Copenhagen.
Despite several rounds of pre-summit negotiations, core issues – including mitigation targets from industrialized countries and financing to assist developing countries – remain unresolved and have dimmed the hopes of achieving a legally binding successor pact to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the emissions reduction treaty whose first commitment period expires in 2012.
Mr. Ban noted that every country, large or small, has an important role, and each week brings new commitments and pledges – from industrialized countries, emerging economies, and developing countries.

Among others, he cited the voluntary plans to significantly reduce emissions announced recently by Brazil, Indonesia and the Republic of Korea, as well as the “ambitious” pledges made by Japan, Norway and the European Union.
He called for strong commitments in five areas: ambitious mid-term mitigation targets from industrialized countries, ambitious mitigation actions by developing countries that limit the growth of their emissions to below 'business as usual,'ambitious adaptation framework for all countries, financing and technology to support developing countries with all of the above, and a transparent and equitable governance structure to manage and deploy these resources that gives all countries a voice.
Stressing that financing is key, he said that in the short term, the developed world will need to provide at least $10 billion dollars in fast-track funding annually over the next three years. This will go towards jump-starting low-emission growth in developing countries, limiting deforestation and financing immediate adaptation measures.
More substantial funding, scaled up to the needs, will be needed over the medium term, he added.
“An agreement in Copenhagen that clearly addresses these elements will be a success.”
Speaking later to journalists, Mr. Ban said he had been encouraged by what we had heard from leaders in Port of Spain, andhe urged even more to attend the Copenhagen summit.
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MOMENTUM IS GROWING FOR SUCCESS AT COPENHAGEN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE
· Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon returned to New York yesterday after attending the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Trinidad and Tobago.
  

· At the conclusion of the summit, the Secretary-General said that momentum has been growing for success at the Climate Change Summit starting in Copenhagen next week.  He urged the leaders, not only to come to Copenhagen but, to express their full political will by staying focused and committed to seal a deal in Copenhagen.
  

· “We will be able to seal a deal that is ambitious, comprehensive and binding,” the Secretary-General said.  “A deal that satisfies the demands of science and will have an immediate operational effect, together with short-term financial support to the most vulnerable countries,” he added.
  

· We are united in purpose but we are not yet united in action, the Secretary-General stated.  Now is the time for world leaders to show that they are united and committed in action, he stressed.
  

· The Secretary-General was particularly encouraged by the shared desire of Commonwealth Heads of State and Government to achieve a successful outcome in Copenhagen.  He strongly welcomed a statement by the Commonwealth committing their leaders to the crucial global effort for consensus and results in Copenhagen. 
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