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NY Times (US): Smaller Nations Weigh Power of the Walkout

8 December 2009
It is one of the grim paradoxes of climate change that nations on the front line of global warming are among those with the least political clout at the United Nations conference that opened this week in Copenhagen.

But these smaller countries do have one potentially powerful weapon to use in their battle to set the agenda: the walkout.

On Tuesday, just two days into this marathon two-week summit meeting here, increasingly loud rumblings were emanating from the camps representing heavily forested countries, small island nations and Africa’s mostly poor states that a demonstration of defiance may be necessary to focus the world’s attention on their plight.

The awkward position occupied by these countries was magnified by the appearance of leaked competing texts outlining a possible new climate treaty. The proposals, which were circulating among delegations and advocacy groups Tuesday, reflected sharp differences over how to pay for and police central components of any new pact.

A draft accord written by Brazil, South Africa, India and China contrasted sharply with one put together by Denmark that campaign groups said was shaped substantially around the requirements of the United States.

Antonio Hill, a climate adviser for Oxfam International, said the proposal from China and the other big emerging economies offered “a more balanced vision of a deal” than the Danish text. But he said the emerging countries’ proposal also requires “significant work if it is going to serve the needs of the world’s poorest people.”

Even as pledges by major developing countries like China and India have rolled in during recent weeks, lifting hopes for an accord bridging the divide between the big powers of the developed and developing worlds, an even poorer and, arguably more vulnerable, group of nations has been growing restive.

If rich countries fail to put sufficient amounts of money on the table and do not come forward with promises to make deeper cuts in their own emissions, warned Kevin Conrad, the special envoy for climate change for Papua New Guinea, “many countries will want to walk out.”

By preserving its forests, Papua New Guinea has been helping the rest of the world by creating a sink to absorb carbon dioxide emissions, Mr. Conrad argued, and “our assistance needs to be compensated.”

A particularly sensitive issue in the negotiations is finance. Poorer nations are demanding billions of dollars in support to undertake costly measures intended to limit climate change over the next decade or so as well as longer term policies aimed through the second half of the century.

A failure by wealthy nations to come up with adequate amounts would “create a very emotional context for Copenhagen that, if not handled with sensitivity, could derail the summit as well,” Achim Steiner, the head of the United Nations Environment Program, warned in an interview over the weekend.

The differences between the rich and poor world are starkly visible at the talks.

The stuffy and overcrowded office of Lumumba Stanislaus Di-Aping, a Sudanese diplomat who speaks on behalf of the Group of 77 developing countries, is dwarfed by the airy E.U. cafe, with its huge television screen, and the U.S. center, featuring loud and colorful multimedia presentations about the claimed achievements of Americans in lowering carbon emissions.

For Mr. Di-Aping, the Copenhagen climate conference is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to push forward key projects that could translate into hundreds of billions of dollars in fresh aid and help transform their economies and energy systems. Beyond that, the money is needed, he and others say, to help nations like his adapt to the harsher conditions they already are suffering.

Scarcity of food sources from destruction of farmland and pastoral areas because of changing climatic conditions, he said, had helped foment wars in his country, including in Darfur.

He was particularly dissatisfied by a so-called fast-track plan, supported by the U.N. climate chief, Yvo de Boer, for wealthy nations to hand over $10 billion annually between 2010 and 2012.
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Guardian (UK): A changing climate: UNEP maps extreme weather events worldwide

8 December 2009

In the run-up to Copenhagen, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) published its Climate Change Science Compendium, a summary of 400 peer-reviewed research papers published since 2006.

To illustrate some of the extreme weather events – which appear to be happening with increasing frequency over the past couple of years – it published a map based on data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminstration (2007-09). We've added two notable recent events from this year – the Cumbria floods and flooding in Bangladesh.

The compendium also cites research published last year which identified nine "tipping elements" in the earth's weather systems that are considered vulnerable to possible abrupt and irreversible change.

The tipping points

1) Indian summer monsoon: The regional atmospheric brown cloud is one of the many climate change-related factors that could disrupt the monsoon. 

2) Sahara and West African monsoon: Small changes to the monsoon have triggered abrupt wetting and drying of the Sahara in the past. Some models suggest an abrupt return to wet times. 

3) Arctic summer sea-ice: As sea-ice melts, it exposes darker ocean, which absorbs more heat than ice does, causing further warming. 

4) Amazon rainforest: Losing critical mass of the rainforest is likely to reduce internal hydrological cycling, triggering further dieback.

5) Boreal forests: Longer growing seasons and dry periods increase vulnerability to fires and pests. 

6) Atlantic Ocean thermohaline circulation: Regional ice melt will freshen North Atlantic water. This could shut down the ocean circulation system, including the Gulf Stream, which is driven by the sinking of dense saline water in this region. 

7) El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO): El Niño already switches on and off regularly. Climate change models suggest ENSO will enter a near-permanent switch-on.

8) Greenland ice-sheet: As ice melts, the height of surface ice decreases, so the surface is exposed to warmer temperatures at lower altitudes which accelerates melting that could lead to ice-sheet break up. 

9) West Antarctic ice-sheet: The ice-sheets are frozen to submarine mountains, so there is high potential for sudden release and collapse as oceans warm.

(Source: Lenton et al. 2008)

The predicted timescales for these tipping points vary from between one year and 300 years, and the temperature rises vary between 0.2C to 5C.

But the Guardian's version of UNEP'S map shows extreme weather events – from Atlantic hurricanes to Australian droughts – are happening not just with greater frequency, but greater violence.
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Mail Online (UK): UN urges England fans to recycle beer cans at World Cup to reduce carbon footprint

8 December 2009
When hordes of English football fans descend on a country, the locals are usually more worried about their shop fronts, bars and public fountains than the mob's  green credentials.
But United Nations officials are more worried about the damage that the supporters are doing to the environment.
The UN today urged England fans visiting South Africa for next year’s World Cup to do their best to recycle beer cans, walk to stadia rather than go by cab and avoid taking 'unnecessary flights'. They also want to cut down on the number of times they flush the loo.
According to some forecasts, South Africa '10's 'carbon footprint' - or the amount of greenhouse gas generated by fans, teams and officials - will be the biggest of any sporting even in history.

During the tournament, supporters and teams are expected to produce 2.7 million tons of carbon dioxide - the same amount produced by Uganda in a whole year and nine times the amount of greenhouse gas generated in Germany three years ago.
The UN Environment Programme said fans visiting South Africa should use public transport, avoid flying from venue to venue and recycle their rubbish.
It also urged them to sign up for 'carbon offsetting', where people try to compensate for their carbon footprint by paying money to projects in developing countries such as tree planting that will reduce emissions of greenhouse gasses.
Achim Steiner, director of UNEP, said he didn’t want to stop fans travelling, but make them aware of their impact.
'A world cup without spectators would be a very sad day,' he told the Copenhagen climate talks.

'Action on climate change is not about stopping doing things it's about doing things with a low footprint or doing something about the carbon emissions. 
'You are not going to stop people playing football but you can do it in a way that takes care of the consequences.'
Fans who travel to South Africa next summer will be handed green passports at airports, giving advice on how to reduce their carbon footprint. 
Male supporters will be faced with waterless urinals in stadia, while pitches will be irrigated with non-drinkable water.
The geography of South Africa and the distance between venues is partly to blame. South Africa is five times the size of Britain and it takes 17 hours to drive the 880 miles between Cape Town and Johannesburg.
The country’s rail network is unreliable and many fans are expected to fly between matches, and use hired cars to get around cities.
But green groups dismissed the plans to encourage carbon offsetting.
Friends of the Earth spokesman Asad Rehman said: 'we all love the beautiful game - but carbon offsetting is an own goal. 
It's a total con which will do nothing to reduce the impact of the emissions of all these teams flying to the tournament.
'It's Africa which is already feeling the impacts of climate change - drought, flooding and unreliable rains are devastating lives across the continent.
'These proposals should be left sitting firmly on the bench - rich countries need set an example and lead in cutting their emissions by 40 per cent by 2020, without carbon offsetting.'
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Telegraph (UK): Copenhagen climate summit: Gordon Brown's climate change record attacked

7 December 2009

His former chief scientist Professor Sir David King said he frequently urged Downing Street to spend money on energy saving measures in order to create jobs and cut carbon – but was repeatedly ignored.

And in a separate interview with the Daily Telegraph, the world’s top environmental watchdog Achim Steiner, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), also said the Labour Government failed to “pick the low hanging fruit” of insulating homes and investing in renewable energy.

Mr. Brown has sought to lead the world on climate change and criticism from such high profile figures will come as an embarrassment on the opening day of the UN Climate Change Conference.

However Ed Miliband, the Energy and Climate Change Secretary, insisted Britain is taking action on global warming.

He said “our credibility abroad is based on our ambition at home” and announced £4 million to give 500 homes in Birmingham, London and Sunderland “complete energy makeovers”.

The “pay as you save scheme”, will see householders pay for insulation, solar panels and other energy-saving measures from the savings made on their energy bills.

But Professor Sir David King said the Government should have acted much sooner to cut emissions from energy used in homes.

“I kept reminding people in Number 10 who would listen to me that this meant borrowing money from future generations, and this investment therefore should have taken place on behalf of future generations,” he said. 
Mr. Steiner added to the criticism when he said the UK suffered a “kind of lethargy” in the last ten years when it came to insulating homes or investing in renewable energy like wind and wave.

He accused the British Government of a “public policy failure” and said the tax payer will end up paying for the reliance on nuclear energy.

However Mr. Steiner was confident the world is “within grasp” of a deal at Copenhagen that would keep temperatures below 2C (3.6F) if developed countries meet their most ambitious targets on cutting emissions.

Mr. Brown has called for rich countries to cut carbon dioxide by between 25 and 40 per cent by 2020 while paying billions of pounds to poor countries to help them also reduce emissions.

Writing in the Guardian today he said a final, legally binding deal must be reached within six months.

But Lord Lawson of Blaby, the former Chancellor, accused the summit of perusing "extremely damaging and harmful policies".

"They would cost far more than any good they could conceivably do," he added.

His comments come in the wake of ‘climate gate’ that has led many to question the science behind global warming. It is alleged that emails stolen from the University of East Anglia, reportedly by Russian hackers, showed scientists were willing to manipulate climate change data.

An inquiry by both the UEA and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is ongoing and the issue will be discussed by scientists at Copenhagen this week.

Lord Lawson said ministers should be “ashamed” of stifling debate over the issue.

However Mr. Miliband said it was “profoundly irresponsible” to use the scandal to try and scupper a deal at Copenhagen.

"This is difficult and it does require difficult decisions, and spreading doubt when the scientists are telling us that the science is clear is, in my view, irresponsible,” he said.
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China Daily (China): Leading the greens

9 December 2009

Just minutes before the curtains went up on the United Nations' Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen on Monday, a green activist from Maldives staged an unusual protest.

In front of the Bella Center where negotiators from all over the globe have gathered to press for a historic deal on climate change, the activist, submerged in a 3-meter-high Perspex tank filled with water, enacted a scenario that showed the tiny island nation as being deluged by floods.

It may have been a strange way to protest, but the activist was clearly sending out a message - that rising sea levels due to global warming could make the Maldives uninhabitable within the century, forcing the country's 360,000 citizens to flee.

Wang Binbin, a 30-year-old press officer from Oxfam's Beijing office, who was watching the protest, was a key mover behind this novel demonstration.

In fact, Wang is the only mainland Chinese in the 60-member-strong Oxfam team at Copenhagen; her daily duties include helping reporters from Asia, especially those from China, keep track of the latest developments at the conference.

"I have been given this task mainly because the international community recognizes the importance of China's presence at Copenhagen," Wang said. "I am quite proud of my contribution."

Wang's role is not unique.

Apart from the government delegation led by Premier Wen Jiabao, China's civil society has become an influential force at the meeting, which is aimed at supplanting the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.

Although exact figures are unavailable, many Chinese citizens have already landed in Copenhagen in their various individual capacities. But, many more, including journalists, are at home, unable to attend due to the restrictions on the number of invitees.

China's growing economic clout has led to it being more interested in engaging with the rest of the world. This trend has been reflected in the strategies it has adopted to tackle both the financial and climate crises.

For instance, China has clearly articulated its desire to obtain more decision-making power in international organizations by injecting capital to support these financial institutions.

The same ground rules are being applied to climate change issues as well. In fact, China's role in climate change talks has been on the up recently.

Chinese President Hu Jintao and his US counterpart Barack Obama have discussed climate change issues nearly 10 times, be it at international summits, bilaterally or through hotlines, so far this year.

In addition, their climate change envoys, Xie Zhenhua and Todd Stern, have held wide-ranging discussions on the topic at least on 20 occasions.

"China has brought new energy and dynamism into the global governance system," said Dennis Pamlin, a Sweden-based visiting scholar at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

This is not only true of consensus building at post-Kyoto climate change negotiations, but also on other international efforts such as the World Trade Organization. 
China was among the earliest to press for the need to define sustainable trade in a sophisticated manner, and not just as another tool to export more goods like how the EU and the US did, Pamlin said.

China's role as a team player is vital and this will hopefully be developed further, he said.

In an era of transparency and engagement with different strata of civil society both within and outside China, a lot more is expected of the country in the coming years, Pamlin said.

It would be a great beginning, for instance, if China were to invite more foreigners to team up on low-carbon projects, and wherever possible, make that information available in English, Pamlin said.

Clear action plans, multilateral collaboration in emerging areas such as nano-technology, support for multi-stakeholder participation, and helping Chinese companies take the lead in global initiatives would strengthen climate change efforts, Pamlin pointed out.

Already, Chinese businesses have started taking the first steps on the global stage. "At Copenhagen, the Chinese are very active and now these businessmen too have joined in," Pamlin said.

In fact, even as Wang Binbin was organizing the unique protest for the start of the meet, more than 400 climate change negotiators, business leaders, environmental activists and journalists boarded the CO2-free Climate Express train on December 5 to the Copenhagen conference.

In the train, Chinese real estate tycoons Feng Lun and Wang Shi shared a ride with Jean-Pierre Loubinoux, Director-General of the International Union of Railways (UIC) and the initiator of this special train concept.

Achim Steiner, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme and James P. Leape, director-general of the WWF, were also on the Express.

"This has great symbolic meaning - China's global engagement and dialogue in the climate change era are open," Pamlin said.

During the past several years, China's determination to cope with environmental woes and global warming has won global plaudits.

Ian Johnson, chairman of the London-based IDEAcarbon and former vice-president for sustainable development at the World Bank, said China was very serious when it came to implementing its decisions.

Since 1991, Johnson had played a major role in negotiating for the establishment of the Global Environment Facility and had managed its day-to-day operations for six years. 
He had witnessed China's increasing global role in sustainable development.

"I remember well the logging ban (triggered by the large death toll during unprecedented floods in 1998) that was introduced years ago and how effectively that was implemented," said Johnson.

"So, I think the first thing to say is that China is a serious player and always has been, and takes these issues seriously, even in those cases where it may disagree with the West on issues."

Daniel Dudek, chief economist with the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), a US-based green campaigner, said China had made very significant progress in its efforts to participate in the global environment governance system, but that there was still a long way to go.

"China has recognized the necessity and benefits of actively engaging in the process of building the system," said Dudek, who has been flying frequently between Beijing and Washington since the 1990s to strengthen Sino-US cooperation on environment.

As a close observer of China's internal environment and climate management regime, Dudek believes the nation is still a little wary about taking the lead globally, but he said the country should work hard to devise a sophisticated green campaign.

"China needs to embrace the minimum elements necessary for success, articulate clearly the relationship between its positions and protection of the global climate, and work to be sure that the evolving governance system is up to the task," he said.

Dudek pointed out that the Copenhagen conference was just the right time to make sure that there was sufficient responsibility and accountability within the system to drive much-needed private investment.

Otherwise, short-term economic interests would overshadow larger concerns and lead to failure in building mutually-agreed frameworks for a safer environment in the long run, he said.

"Hopefully, China will judge its own performance at Copenhagen by the latter metric rather than the former," Dudek said.

The world has changed fundamentally since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development was convened in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

Differences between local, regional, and national economies have all but vanished in the wake of globalization. These differences were gradually smoothed away under the common framework of the WTO.

This tight global economic linkage, however, has resulted in issues of political resonance, such as competitiveness and employment, being readily transmitted from one nation to the other, Dudek said.

Therefore, it was a tough task for the world to unite on environmental governance, since there was no common framework for management, only a differentiated structure, he said.

"As long as differences between major carbon emitters persist, it will be difficult to achieve in the climate arena the extraordinary benefits that the world has reaped in the economic sphere," Dudek pointed out.

Despite such pessimism, Johnson believes China can help bring about a change. "We have to recognize the scale of China so one has to recognize that China is a powerful economic player and a lot of the decisions that are taken in China will reverberate around the world and will affect other countries," he said.

China has a unique opportunity to demonstrate its willingness to adopt next generation technologies and to adapt to tough climate change goals, he said.

"It has tremendous opportunity to do so because it is a country that is listened to very carefully, particularly by the developing world, and will be watched closely for lessons," Johnson said.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Euractiv (Germany): US-Behörde: CO2-Emission als gift deklariert

8 December 2009

Die Entscheidung der US-Umweltbehörde EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) wurde nicht zufällig zum Auftakt der Weltklima-Konferenz in Kopenhagen verkündet.

Lisa P. Jackson, Leiterin der EPA, trat am 1. Dezember vor die Presse und erklärte, weshalb ihre Behörde Treibhausgase als eine "Gefahr für die öffentliche Gesundheit und das Wohlergehen des amerikanischen Volkes" einstuft. In der 
Presseerklärung der EPA
(englisch) wird ausdrücklich darauf verwiesen, dass auch Auto-Abgase das Umwelt- und Gesundheitsrisiko erhöhen.

"Treibhausgase sind die Hauptursache für den Klimawandel, der zu heißeren und längeren Hitzeperioden beitragen kann. Das gefährdet die Gesundheit von kranken, armen und alten Menschen. Der Klimawandel führt auch zu einem Anstieg der bodennahen Ozon-Konzentration, was mit Asthma und anderen Atemwegserkrankungen in Zusammenhang steht", heißt es in der Erklärung.

Chancen und Risiken steigen

Die Bewertung US-Umweltbehörde kommt einem Paradigmenwechsel gleich, denn lange Zeit wurde in den USA der Klimawandel an sich in Abrede gestellt.

Mit der Erklärung der EPA bekommt US-Präsident Barack Obama mehr Verhandlungsspielraum beim Kopenhagener Klimagipfel. Da Kohlendioxid und fünf weitere Gase nun als gesundheitsschädlich eingestuft sind, kann Obama die Höchstgrenzen für CO2-Emissionen festlegen, ohne dass die beiden Kammern des US-Parlaments vorher per Gesetz zustimmen müssen.

Dennoch hat Obama bereits über seinen Sprecher angekündet, dass er sich weiter um die Zustimmung des Kongresses bemühen will. 
Das ist auch verständlich, denn Obama würde ein hohes politisches Risiko eingehen, wenn er die Bedenken der Klimaschutz-Skeptiker ignorieren würde. Viele der oppositionellen Republikaner, aber auch demokratische Senatoren befürchten negative Auswirkungen auf die US-Wirtschaft, falls die Klimaschutz-Auflagen zu streng ausfallen.

Reaktionen auf Paradigmenwechsel der USA

Der Chef des UN-Klimasekretariats, Yvo de Boer, sagte in dänischen Medien zur Entscheidung aus Washington: "Das ist außerordentlich bemerkenswert". Damit könne die Regierung in Washington selbst entscheiden, wenn es im US-Senat keine Mehrheit für die gesetzliche Regelung von weniger Emissionen gebe.

Die USA wollen sich bisher auf eine Verminderung ihrer CO2-Emissionen um 17 Prozent gegenüber 2005 festlegen. Das entspricht lediglich 3 bis 4 Prozent gegenüber dem Stand von 1990. Die EU-Staaten haben für diesen Zeitraum eine Verminderung von 20 oder möglicherweise 30 Prozent angekündigt.

Die Umweltorganisation WWF erklärte zur Entscheidung der Umweltschutzbehörde in den USA: "Sie zeigt, dass die US-Regierung entschlossen ist, den gefährlichen Klimawandel zu bekämpfen." WWF- Sprecherin Keya Chatterjee meinte weiter, die Welt werde nun genau zuhören, wenn Präsident Barack Obama Ende nächster Woche nach Kopenhagen komme. Sie erwarte, dass er dabei die Klimapolitik zum zweiten gesetzgeberischen Schwerpunkt neben der Gesundheitsreform mache. 

Optimismus zum Auftakt

Trotz der vielen widersprechenden nationalen Eigeninterssen, die beim Klimagipfel noch unter einen Hut gebracht werden müssen, hat sich Gastgeber Dänemark gestern zuversichtlich geäußert, dass die zweiwöchige Konferenz mit einem Erfolg abgeschlossen wird.

"Ein Abkommen ist in Reichweite", sagte Ministerpräsident Lars Lokke Rasmussen am Montag. Mehr als 100 Staats- und Regierungschefs haben ihr Kommen zugesagt, darunter auch US-Präsident Barack Obama und Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel sowie die Regierungschefs großer Schwellenländer wie China und Indien. Die Anwesenheit derart vieler Staats- und Regierungschefs sei eine Gelegenheit, die nicht verpasst werden dürfe, mahnte Rasmussen.

UN-Klimachef Yvo de Boer sagte: "Die Uhr ist abgelaufen. Nach zwei Jahren Gesprächen ist es nun an der Zeit zu liefern." In Kopenhagen versammeln sich etwa 15.000 Delegierte aus mehr als 190 Ländern, um ein Nachfolgeabkommen für den Kyoto-Vertrag auszuhandeln, der 2012 ausläuft.

Ziel ist es, den Anstieg der Erdtemperatur auf zwei Grad zu begrenzen, um die Folgen des Klimawandels beherrschbar zu halten. Beim Gipfel sollen sich daher zum einen alle führenden Staaten der Welt auf eine Kürzung ihres Treibhausgas-Ausstoßes verpflichten. Zum anderen müssen Studien zufolge ab 2020 jährlich rund 100 Milliarden Euro aufgebracht werden, um die schon jetzt unvermeidbaren Klimafolgen für die ärmsten Staaten erträglich zu halten.
Angela Merkel sagte in einem im Internet veröffentlichten [image: image2]ZDF-Interview, die bisherigen Angebote der Teilnehmerländer reichten nicht aus, um sicher das Zwei-Grad-Ziel zu erreichen. Dafür müssten alle noch zulegen, insbesondere Länder wie China und Indien, die dieses Ziel bislang nicht anerkannt hätten. "Eine Chance sehe ich, aber es ist alles andere als sicher, dass wir diesen Erfolg erreichen", sagte Merkel weiter. Die angekündigte Teilnahme zahlreicher Staats- und Regierungschefs stimme sie aber "leicht optimistisch". Deutschland und die EU seien bereits in sehr große Vorleistung gegangen, aber ein Land und ein Kontinent reichten nicht. "Wir brauchen eine globale Kraftanstrengung", appellierte Merkel.

Ideen für Umwelt-Steuer

Der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms, Achim Steiner, schloss auch eine Umweltsteuer nicht aus. Es könne sein, "dass wir uns in fünf bis zehn Jahren in Richtung einer CO2-Steuer bewegen", sagte Steiner der 
"Neuen Osnabrücker Zeitung"
. Zusätzliche Abgaben wie etwa auf den Flugverkehr werden seit längerem diskutiert, um den CO2-Ausstoß zu senken und Mittel für die ärmsten Länder der Welt zu beschaffen. Steiner sprach sich auch dafür aus, dass diesen Staaten schneller und stärker geholfen werden. So sollte die Summe von 100 Milliarden Euro jedes Jahr nicht erst 2020 aufgebracht werden, sondern schon früher zur Verfügung gestellt werden.

Der französische Außenminister Bernard Kouchner setzt dagegen weiter auf die Einführung einer Steuer auf internationale Finanztransaktionen. Nach einem Gespräch mit UN-Generalsekretär Ban Ki Moon in New York 
sagte
 Kouchner, schlug er eine solche Steuer in Höhe von 0,005 Prozent auf Finanztransaktionen vor. Damit würden 5 Cent pro 1000 Euro Umsatz bei Finanztransaktionen in einen Fonds fließen. Kouchner beziffert die möglichen Einnahmen auf 30 bis 40 Milliarden Euro pro Jahr. Mit dem Geld sollten Entwicklungsländer unterstützt werden, Maßnahmen zum Klimaschutz und zur Anpassung an den Klimawandel zu finanzieren. 
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COP-15 in the News

UN News Centre: Future of humanity hinges on Copenhagen climate conference, Ban says
The outcome of the historic United Nations climate change conference under way in Copenhagen will have reverberations for the future of humanity and the planet, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today.

“We’ve come a long way in just two years’ time, but what we do now over the next two weeks [in Copenhagen] will determine how we fare,” Mr. Ban told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

Over 100 heads of State and government, such as United States President Barack Obama and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, as well as more than 15,000 participants, are set to take part in the event in the Danish capital, where nations are expected to wrap up agreement on an ambitious new climate change deal.

The Secretary-General today expressed optimism that an immediately effective “robust” agreement – which will include specific recommendations on mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology – will be reached.

“Copenhagen can and must be a turning point in the world’s efforts to prevent runaway climate change,” he underscored.

Unprecedented momentum has been drummed up towards clinching a new deal, Mr. Ban said. “Never have so many different nations of all size and economic status made so many pledges together.”

The Secretary-General will travel to Copenhagen next week to open the high-level segment of the gathering, which wraps up on 18 December.

The start of the conference yesterday was “very positive and encouraging,” with clear calls made for urgent action on climate change, said Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

A real difference will be made in Copenhagen only if it impels significant and concrete action after the conference ends, he stressed at a press conference today.

Negotiators, Mr. de Boer noted, must hammer out solid proposals on the issues of adaptation, mitigation, finance and technology to underpin an outcome.

He stressed that negotiators must make optimum use of this first week to prepare the groundwork on the issues of adaptation, mitigation, finance, technology, capacity-building and forests. 

This involves hammering out solid proposals that can constitute the foundations of an agreed outcome in Copenhagen.

The official also voiced confidence that the Copenhagen gathering will end with additional funds provided for developing countries to take action against climate change, with there being growing consensus for swift funding of at least $10 billion annually from now until 2012.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has found that to stave off the worst effects of climate change, industrialized countries must slash emissions by 25 to 40 per cent from 1990 levels by 2020, and that global emissions must be halved by 2050.

The year 2009 will likely be among the 10 warmest since climate records started being taken in 1850 and the 2000-2009 decade is also probably the warmest on record, the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) announced today.

Above-normal temperatures were recorded in most parts of the Earth’s continents, with large swathes of Southern Asia and Central Africa on track to have their warmest ever years in 2009.

Also recorded in many parts of the world this year were climate extremes, including devastating floods, severe droughts and snowstorms.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has unveiled a new $60 million programme to encourage sustainable low-emission agriculture in developing countries.

Agriculture is responsible for 14 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions, but the sector also has the potential to slash output by removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, according to FAO.

The five-year scheme will bring many countries, organizations and donors, and the agency announced today in Copenhagen that Finland has provided an initial contribution of nearly $4 million.

“The overall challenge we are facing is to transform the technical mitigation potential of agriculture into reality,” said FAO Assistant Director-General Alexander Müller.

Technologies and practices to sequester carbon in smallholder agriculture already exist, he pointed out. These include conservation, organic agriculture, no or low tillage and use of compost or mulch, and account for almost 90 per cent of agriculture’s potential to curb or remove emissions from the atmosphere.

“However, barriers to adoption of these technologies and practices are a key challenge that needs to be overcome,” Mr. Müller stressed. “The programme aims to unlock the enormous mitigation potential of agriculture.”

The new project seeks to set up a global database on both current and projected gas emissions in land and agriculture for key commodities, countries and region.

 Currently, no data exists on emissions from individual commodities by country or by region.
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US News (US): Top 5 Issues at the Copenhagen Climate Conference

8 December 2009

For the next two weeks, until December 18, officials from more than 190 countries will be gathering in Copenhagen to write a new treaty on climate change.
 For much of the year, there have been questions about whether the conference would come together and, if so, what it could accomplish at a time when much of the world is preoccupied with the global recession.
 In recent weeks, however, many of the world's economic powerhouses and biggest polluters, including the United States and China, have said they're serious about hashing out an agreement. 
Of course, with so many countries attending, "success" can mean different things to different people: Some want a political agreement; others want a legally binding treaty. Here are five things that could determine the outcome:
1. Developed Nations Vs. Developing Nations
Pretty much all the countries attending the talks agree that greenhouse gas emissions are contributing to climate change. 
But few want to slash their emissions without first ensuring that competing countries will do the same. 
Developing countries want the United States and other developed nations to cut emissions the most, since historically it's the industrialized world that's responsible for most of the carbon pollution in the atmosphere. 
But China, India, Brazil, and many others are growing rapidly, so the United States and other developed countries argue that the developing world must get a handle on its emissions, too.
2. Targets for Cutting Emissions
In Copenhagen, this tension will most likely play out in a numbers game. The scientific community says industrialized countries need to cut their emissions 25 percent to 40 percent by 2020 to avoid the worst of climate change. 
The European Union seems OK with that idea, but the United States has been resistant. President Obama recently announced that he'd call for cutting U.S. greenhouse emissions by about 17 percent. It has gotten a mixed response, with many nations saying the United States needs to be much more aggressive. 
Meanwhile, a few weeks ago, China announced that it will curb the "intensity" of its emissions (relative to GDP) by 40 percent to 45 percent by 2020. That was hailed as a sign that China is getting serious about climate change, but it has also left some questions. 
Watch for countries in Copenhagen to press China to be more specific about what its emissions goals mean.

3. Assistance to Poor Countries
Many of the countries that will be hardest hit by climate change are poor. Some are island nations. Some are prone to drought. Others have big coastlines and are already seeing the impact of changing ocean chemistry and rising sea levels. 
To respond to climate change, they say, they'll need Western help. A lot of it. And that means money. But it's unclear right now just how much rich countries will be willing to give poor countries (especially when government treasuries aren't doing so well) in terms of cash and new technology. 
The World Bank estimates that poor countries will need up to $100 billion a year to respond to climate change. So far, Obama and Western countries have pledged $10 billion by 2012. Clearly, a lot of work remains to be done.
4. Carbon Trading
There's a general agreement--internationally, anyway--that the best way to tackle emissions is by putting a price on carbon. 
That means a future involving a busy, lucrative global carbon market, in which people buy and sell permits to emit carbon. 
These global markets, not surprisingly, are complicated, and there are a lot of tough issues to be worked out when it comes to making sure that markets are honest and transparent. 
No one wants a repeat of the current financial crisis. But many countries also don't want an international regulatory body telling them how to run their economy.
5. Pollution Offsets
One way for countries to cut emissions is to switch to cleaner forms of energy or to make their power plants more energy efficient. 
But there are other options. 
For example, a power company, rather than trimming its own emissions on site, might find it cheaper to pay a forest owner to plant a bunch of carbon-trapping trees. 
In other words, the power company is "offsetting" its pollution by paying someone else. As part of the Copenhagen talks, officials will be considering which types of offset programs work and can actually be enforced.
 (There's a big potential for fraud here.) Countries like Brazil and Indonesia, for example, are pushing hard for a forest program that would handsomely reward them for not cutting down their trees.
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ABC News (US):  Copenhagen: creating a climate for conflict?
8 December 2009
Thousands of negotiators, activists and lobbyists have descended on Copenhagen for two weeks to discuss a global deal on climate change.
The high-profile issues are about reducing carbon emissions and how much money the developed countries, which have the main responsibility for global warming, will put on the negotiating table to help people in poorer countries cope with the consequences. But these are not the only important issues.
One issue that will only be discussed in the margins at Copenhagen is the heightened risk of violent conflict.
 Factors linking climate change to an increased potential for conflict include water scarcity, accelerated land degradation and decreased food production.

The risk will be greatest in poor, badly governed countries, many of which have a history of armed conflict. International Alert's report "A Climate of Conflict" estimates that just under 3 billion people live in 46 conflict-affected countries, where climate change could increase the risk of violent conflict, with a further 2 billion people living in an additional 56 countries that face a high risk of political instability.
The Obama administration has already indicated its awareness of the important interlinked effects of climate change on increased instability and conflict. 
During his campaign, Obama stated that “investments to assist fragile states in coping with the challenges of climate change are in the interests of U.S. national security."
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LA Times (US): Copenhagen climate talks will hinge on economics

7 December 2009
When world leaders gather in Copenhagen today for negotiations on a new agreement to combat climate change, their success or failure will ride on economics, not environmental science.

Theoretically, the two-week conference will focus on measures to limit emissions of the heat-trapping gases blamed for global warming. 
But the major debates will center on money: How could emission limits affect major industries and the jobs they provide? How could a new climate treaty reshape the global economic playing field?

Those issues sharply divide some of the most important players at the conference, as they ponder the economic possibilities and pitfalls.

For China and nearly all of Europe, the issue offers tempting opportunities to expand industries and create jobs by developing and selling new technologies for wind, solar, nuclear and other low-emission energy.
 That is especially the case if there is a strong agreement to move away from the carbon-based energy sources that the world has depended on for more than a century.

Many of those nations, particularly China, devoted huge chunks of recent economic stimulus measures to low-emission energy technology.

"You're seeing a shift in developing countries," said Ned Helme, a climate policy veteran who is president of the Center for Clean Air Policy in Washington. 
"Rather than looking out and saying, 'How do we protect our old cement kilns?' they're looking forward to clean energy as their new market."

Meanwhile, the most immediate concern of nations such as the United States, Canada and India is the potential economic and political cost of imposing stricter limits on greenhouse gas emissions -- particularly for their coal, oil and manufacturing industries.

For example, the Obama administration won more than $80 billion in stimulus spending to promote "clean energy." 
But its push to combat climate change and create "clean energy" jobs has been slowed by resistance from members of Congress who represent parts of the country that produce coal and oil or depend on those energy sources for power and manufacturing.

Tension between the possible winners and losers of a low-carbon energy future runs through every major negotiating topic, including how deeply individual nations will cut their emissions and how much richer countries are willing to spend to help poorer countries adopt cleaner energy sources and adapt to a warming world.

"One of the reasons that this negotiation is difficult is it really does involve issues of competitive and comparative advantage between countries," said Nick Main, the global managing partner for climate change and sustainability at the consulting firm Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu.

"I don't think there will be any science debate of any substance," he added. 
"This is really an economic debate of, 'How do you pay the costs?' "

In the dozen years since the first climate treaty was signed in Kyoto, both sides have squabbled bitterly over the science of global warming -- how serious the threat is, how rapidly conditions are changing and what role carbon emissions play in the problem.

The war of words intensified in recent weeks after hackers stole and released thousands of e-mails between leading climate scientists that skeptics say undercut the evidence of anthropogenic climate change.

But the leaders of the world's largest and fastest-growing nations have reached a broad consensus on the fundamentals: With rare exceptions, the negotiators in Copenhagen agree that Earth is warming; that humans are largely to blame; and that current trends in greenhouse gas emissions will result in flooding, drought and death in many parts of the world.

Representatives of 192 countries will be attending the 15th United Nations Climate Change Conference that opens today and runs through Dec. 18.
 Although some of the debate will focus on how much emissions must be reduced to lower the probability of catastrophic warming, the big disagreements center on what to do about the cost of change.

Poorer countries want the developed world to help finance their energy transition. That could mean tens, or even hundreds, of billions of dollars a year in direct aid and technology transfers from nations such as Japan and the United States to less developed nations.

By some reckonings, that could result in U.S. dollars flowing to China -- a politically unpalatable prospect.

How much money President Obama is willing to pledge for developing countries will be one key to the negotiations, said Abraham Haspel, a lead climate negotiator during the Clinton administration who is now president of the Cogent Analysis Group.

"And can he sell the notion that a lot of that money is going to China or to India?" Haspel asked.

Another issue is whether nations' varied emissions targets will give any an unfair edge. Europe is already on its way to steep cutbacks. The Obama administration has pledged much more modest reductions for the United States.

China and India say they will emit less as a share of their economies, but because both countries are growing so quickly, their emissions could still rise overall.

A group of Senate Democrats considered swing votes on a climate bill, most of them from manufacturing states, warned Obama in a letter last week that "reciprocal commitments are essential" to any international agreement.

Environmentalists contend that the potential for clean-energy jobs will change the dynamics of the coming talks.

If the talks do lead to agreement, Main of the Deloitte consulting firm and his colleague Joseph Stanislaw wrote in a policy paper last week, businesses around the world will change investment decisions. Countries will rethink competitive advantage.

"It is," they wrote, "a whole new framework of risk and opportunity."
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AFP: US Republicans vow to rain on Copenhagen parade

8 December 2009

Republican lawmakers critical of efforts to battle climate change said they would fly next week to the Copenhagen summit to undercut President Barack Obama's promises of strong US action.
Members of Congress' minority party vowed to highlight a scandal over leaked emails from leading climate scientists whom they said backed their suspicions that the global warming threat was overblown and too costly to act on.
"I will not be one of the sycophants that says climate change is the biggest problem facing the world and we need to do all these draconian things that cost jobs," Representative Joe Barton, the top Republican on the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, told a news conference Tuesday.
Obama plans to head next week to the 192-nation summit in the Danish capital to pledge that the world's largest economy will cut carbon emissions blamed for global warming -- a plan he says will create jobs by building a new green economy.
While his pledges are below those of the European Union and Japan, Obama has sharply reversed course from his Republican predecessor George W. Bush, a diehard opponent of the Kyoto Protocol, whose obligations run out in 2012.
Representative James Sensenbrenner, who will head the Republican House delegation to Copenhagen, said that Obama should "lower the rhetoric" on what the United States will do under the next global agreement.
"America lost a lot of credibility when then-vice president Al Gore promised the international community in Kyoto something that he knew could never be passed by the Congress," Sensenbrenner said.
"I would hope that President Obama will not repeat Al Gore's mistake," he said.
The House of Representatives in June narrowly passed a plan to cut emissions by 17 percent by 2020 from 2005 levels, the same figures Obama is taking to Copenhagen.
The Senate has delayed similar legislation until next year but its author, John Kerry, has vowed to see it through and has won cooperation from at least one Republican in the chamber, Lindsey Graham.
Showing it has the ability to match words with deeds, the Obama administration on Monday empowered the Environmental Protection Agency to regulate carbon dioxide as a pollutant, regardless of the debate in Congress.
Republicans threatened to fight the decision, disputing UN scientists' findings that carbon dioxide is the main culprit behind rising temperatures that threaten entire species if unchecked.
"C02 is odorless, colorless and tasteless. I'm creating C02 talking to you," Barton said. "It's not harmful to public health in the traditional sense of the term."
The lawmakers demanded a full investigation into leaked emails from US and British scientists closely involved in UN research that spoke of a "trick" to massage temperatures.
The scientists countered that the emails were illegally hacked and taken out of context, with the overwhelming evidence pointing to global warming.
Representative Darrell Issa, the top Republican on the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform that would head any congressional investigation into the emails, said he hoped the Republicans' position would resonate with the public in Britain as it is at the center of the scandal.
But Daniel J. Weiss, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, a left-leaning Washington think-tank, doubted the Republicans would find allies in Copenhagen and noted that Britain's Conservative Party backed carbon cuts.
Obama "can communicate more loudly than just about anybody," Weiss said. "A few senators trying to deny what the rest of the world believes -- that global warming is here and it's real -- isn't going to make much difference."
At least five Republican House members and two senators will head to Copenhagen, lawmakers said.
They will be part of a congressional delegation led by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, an ally of Obama who supports fighting climate change.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Guardian (UK): Gordon Brown: EU cuts must go deeper to get Copenhagen climate deal

8 December 2009
Gordon Brown is pushing European leaders to commit to deeper cuts in carbon emissions in an attempt to seal a global deal, he revealed as representatives of 192 countries began negotiations at the climate change summit in Copenhagen.

The prime minister told the Guardian he hoped the EU would agree to cut its output of greenhouse gases by 30% on 1990 levels by 2020 – a cut 10 percentage points deeper than Europe is currently offering. So far, the EU has said it will cut by 30% only if an ambitious global deal is reached.

Brown said: "We've got to make countries recognize that they have to be as ambitious as they say they want to be.
 It's not enough to say 'I may do this, I might do this, possibly I'll do this'. I want to create a situation in which the European Union is persuaded to go to 30%."

Any move to increase Europe's emissions reduction target would be fiercely resisted by eastern European countries as well as Italy and Austria, who have opposed deeper cuts.

An increase in the European pledge would mean the UK would have to achieve a cut of 42% by 2020, compared with the current British target of 34%.
 Because the UK is already racing to build renewable energy as fast as it can, the additional cuts would probably require measures such as road charging, increased fuel taxes and tougher emissions standards for cars.

On the opening day of the Copenhagen summit Saudi Arabia's chief climate negotiator, Mohammed al-Sabban, told delegates that the scandal over hacked emails from University of East Anglia researchers had undermined confidence in the science of climate change and would "affect the nature of what can be trusted in the negotiations".

But after lambasting climate deniers as "flat-earth skeptics" and "anti-change Luddites", Brown would say only that he "fundamentally disagrees" with Sabban, who last week said he believed there was no link between human behavior and warming.
 "I somehow think that when we get agreement the Saudis will not refuse to be part of it," Brown said.

The prime minister's call for Europe to increase its "level of ambition" came as the expert committee charged with setting Britain's carbon targets published a report suggesting that higher flight taxes will be necessary to choke off demand for air travel.

The report said Britain could afford to see air travel increasing by up to 140m journeys a year by 2050 without breaching its carbon targets, allowing for the building of runways at Heathrow, Stansted and Edinburgh airports.

But it warned that development at other regional airports such as Gatwick, Birmingham and Newcastle would have to be curbed if growth in aviation was to be kept to 60% rather than the 200% by which it would expand if allowed to go unchecked.

Brown stopped short of suggesting that the EU should increase its offer irrespective of the outcome in Copenhagen, but said an increase in the European target would be "a signal that the world has come round to agree an ambitious deal".

Campaigners and experts including the economist Lord Stern have argued in recent weeks that the EU must increase its offer to unlock a deal because the US president, Barack Obama, constrained by the need to secure domestic legislation, cannot.
 Lord Stern told the Guardian last night: "The EU can show real leadership and help to bring an agreement in Copenhagen a step closer by committing now to its higher ambition."

He said if all countries confirmed their highest conditional offers, the target for annual emissions of 44bn tonnes by 2020 – which gives a reasonable chance of meeting the goal of limiting global temperature rise to 2C – would be bridged with further commitments of just a few more billion tonnes.

Bryony Worthington, carbon expert and founder of the campaign group Sandbag.org.uk, said: "The prime minister's support for a move to the EU's higher target is very encouraging. 
With targets on the table from all major countries, the EU can kick start a leadership race and do much to unlock political tensions in Copenhagen. 
The move would mean taking on a much more realistic target than the current one, which will be met with almost no effort."

A Polish diplomat at the UN summit in the Danish capital said any unilateral move would not be strategic, as it would give away a significant EU concession without anything in return. 
The Polish economy is highly dependent on coal and its government has strongly resisted increases in the EU's targets.

The prime minister also said he hoped Labor would be able to match a Tory commitment to cut government emissions by 10% within a year as a contribution to the 10:10 campaign, which is asking individuals, businesses and other organizations to cut their carbon footprint for next year.

Brown said: "We are trying to achieve 10% … throughout Whitehall the message has gone out: 'You've got to save energy, we've got to be more energy-efficient'."

Until now, the government has argued it would be too expensive to cut government emissions by 10% within a year, and some departments that have already reduced their footprint would struggle to cut deeper.

In October, Labour killed a Lib Dem/Tory-backed bill that called for the government to make the 10% cut.

The mayor of London, Boris Johnson, has meanwhile signed up City Hall to the 10:10 campaign, as part of his goal to make the capital "the greenest city on Earth". But he stopped short of making a personal pledge.
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LA Times (US): Draft climate proposal leaks out in Copenhagen
8 December 2009

After an opening day of pomp and hope-sowing, the largely behind-the-scenes negotiations for a new global climate treaty have begun in earnest here in the Danish capital.

That means it’s time for the bargaining-table leaks to begin, as veterans of past climate summits will tell you.

Sure enough, we have our first leak this afternoon: a copy of a proposal  floated by the Danish government for “The Copenhagen Agreement” under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

And sure enough, it’s less notable for what it says than for what it conspicuously leaves out.

The draft text provides a basic framework for what climate negotiators call a “political agreement” – a sort of nuts-and-bolts declaration of actions to reduce the heat-trapping gas emissions that scientists blame for global warming.
 It's one of several proposals rumored to be on the table, including one from China.


The Danish proposal stipulates that nations agree they must limit global temperature rise to two degrees Celsius. It sets emissions-reductions targets for both developed and developing countries, but with very different goals.  
Richer nations would agree to cut their emissions from historical levels, while poorer nations agree to reduce emissions compared to projected levels.

Perhaps most notable in the eyes of many environmental groups, the draft commits richer nations to providing money and technology to help poorer ones reduce their emissions and adapt to the effects of climate change – in the “immediate, medium and long-term.” 
The “long-term” is something that developing nations and green groups have insisted on.

The text also makes some key decisions, environmentalists say, on issues such as forest protection and how to verify nations' emissions reductions.

Much more important are the blanks the draft leaves unfilled.

It sets no targets for developed or developing countries' individual emissions reductions, though many countries have announced their plans in recent days.
 It sets a long-range emissions-reduction goal for the developed world – 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 – but not a short-range goal.

There are no dollar figures on the aid proposals and no deadline for nations to turn the “political agreement” into a legal treaty that, say, the U.S. Senate could vote to ratify.

Those blanks, of course, are the biggest issues of debate here in Copenhagen -- and negotiators hope to complete them in time for President Obama and other world leaders to sign an agreement at the end of next week.

Still, some environmental groups, particularly those working closely with developing countries, were unimpressed with the early proposal.

"The Danish proposal falls far short of emissions cuts needed, and remains vague on the climate cash,” Oxfam International, a group concerned with climate and global poverty issues, said in a press release after obtaining the draft text.

The World Wildlife Fund's Kim Carstensen said in a statement that the text is "weak and reflects a too elitist, selective and non-transparent approach by the Danish presidency."
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Guardian (UK): Copenhagen climate summit in disarray after 'Danish text' leak

8 December 2009
The UN Copenhagen climate talks are in disarray today after developing countries reacted furiously to leaked documents that show world leaders will next week be asked to sign an agreement that hands more power to rich countries and sidelines the UN's role in all future climate change negotiations.
The document is also being interpreted by developing countries as setting unequal limits on per capita carbon emissions for developed and developing countries in 2050; meaning that people in rich countries would be permitted to emit nearly twice as much under the proposals.
The so-called Danish text, a secret draft agreement worked on by a group of individuals known as "the circle of commitment" – but understood to include the UK, US and Denmark – has only been shown to a handful of countries since it was finalized this week.
The agreement, leaked to the Guardian, is a departure from the Kyoto protocol's principle that rich nations, which have emitted the bulk of the CO2, should take on firm and binding commitments to reduce greenhouse gases, while poorer nations were not compelled to act.
 The draft hands effective control of climate change finance to the World Bank; would abandon the Kyoto protocol – the only legally binding treaty that the world has on emissions reductions; and would make any money to help poor countries adapt to climate change dependent on them taking a range of actions.
The document was described last night by one senior diplomat as "a very dangerous document for developing countries. It is a fundamental reworking of the UN balance of obligations. It is to be superimposed without discussion on the talks".

A confidential analysis of the text by developing countries also seen by the Guardian shows deep unease over details of the text. In particular, it is understood to:

• Force developing countries to agree to specific emission cuts and measures that were not part of the original UN agreement;

• Divide poor countries further by creating a new category of developing countries called "the most vulnerable";

• Weaken the UN's role in handling climate finance;

• Not allow poor countries to emit more than 1.44 tonnes of carbon per person by 2050, while allowing rich countries to emit 2.67 tonnes.

Developing countries that have seen the text are understood to be furious that it is being promoted by rich countries without their knowledge and without discussion in the negotiations.

"It is being done in secret. 
Clearly the intention is to get [Barack] Obama and the leaders of other rich countries to muscle it through when they arrive next week. It effectively is the end of the UN process," said one diplomat, who asked to remain nameless.

Antonio Hill, climate policy adviser for Oxfam International, said: "This is only a draft but it highlights the risk that when the big countries come together, the small ones get hurting. 
On every count the emission cuts need to be scaled up. It allows too many loopholes and does not suggest anything like the 40% cuts that science is saying is needed."

Hill continued: "It proposes a green fund to be run by a board but the big risk is that it will run by the World Bank and the Global Environment Facility [a partnership of 10 agencies including the World Bank and the UN Environment Programme] and not the UN. 
That would be a step backwards, and it tries to put constraints on developing countries when none were negotiated in earlier UN climate talks."
The text was intended by Denmark and rich countries to be a working framework, which would be adapted by countries over the next week. 
It is particularly inflammatory because it sidelines the UN negotiating process and suggests that rich countries are desperate for world leaders to have a text to work from when they arrive next week.

Few numbers or figures are included in the text because these would be filled in later by world leaders. 
However, it seeks to hold temperature rises to 2C and mentions the sum of $10bn a year to help poor countries adapt to climate change from 2012-15.

• For news and analysis of the UN climate talks in Copenhagen sign up for the Guardian's environment email newsletter Green light
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Guardian (UK): Copenhagen: Leaked draft deal widens rift between rich and poor nations

9 December 2009
Three hours after the "Danish text" had been leaked to the Guardian, Lumumba Di-Aping, the Sudanese chairman of the group of 132 developing countries known as G77 plus China, spelt out exactly why the poor countries he represents were so incensed.
 "The text robs developing countries of their just and equitable and fair share of the atmospheric space. It tries to treat rich and poor countries as equal," said the diplomat.
The text is a draft proposal for the final political agreement that should be signed by national leaders including Barack Obama and Gordon Brown at the end of the Copenhagen summit on 18 December. It was prepared in secret by a group of individuals known as "the circle of commitment" but understood to include the US and Denmark.
Five hours later, the UN's top climate diplomat had responded. Yvo de Boer said: "This was an informal paper ahead of the conference given to a number of people for the purposes of consultations. 
The only formal texts in the UN process are the ones tabled by the chairs of this Copenhagen conference at the behest of the parties [involved]."
But the representatives of developing nations felt betrayed by the intent of the proposals in the draft.

"This text destroys both the UN convention on climate change and the Kyoto protocol. This is aimed at producing a new treaty, a new legal initiative that throws away the basis of [differing] obligations between the poorest and most wealthy nations in the world," said Di-Aping.
The existing treaty is the only global agreement that legally obliges rich countries to reduce their emissions.

Di-Aping is one of the most outspoken of developing country leaders, at once charming and radical.

What the west had failed to grasp, he said, was the very deep hurt that had been growing steadily since the climate negotiations were effectively taken over by heads of state and were conducted outside the UN, the only forum in which poor countries feel they are equally represented.

The text is now likely to be withdrawn because of its reception by China, India and many other developing countries. It suggests that rich countries are desperate for world leaders to have a text to work from when they arrive next week.

Few numbers are included in the text, because these would be filled in later after negotiation by world leaders.

However, it does seek to hold global temperature rises to 2C, the safe limit according to scientists, and it mentions the sum of $10bn a year in aid to help poor countries cope with climate change, starting in 2012.

Last night the G77 reaction was seen by some developed world analysts as an exaggerated but fundamentally correct response to the way that the US, the UK and other rich countries have sought to negotiate.

Development NGOs were particularly scathing in their criticism.

Antonio Hill, climate policy adviser for Oxfam International, said: "This is only a draft, but it highlights the risk that when the big countries come together, the small ones get hurt."

Hill added: "It proposes a green fund to be run by a board, but the big risk is that it will run by the World Bank and the Global Environment Facility [a partnership of 10 agencies including the World Bank and the UN Environment Programme] and not the UN.
"That would be a step backwards, and it tries to put constraints on [emissions in] developing countries when none were negotiated in earlier UN climate talks."

A spokesman for Cafod, a development charity with close links to some of the poorest countries in the world, said: "This draft document reveals the backstage machinations of a biased host who, instead of acting as nonpartisan broker, is taking sides with the developed countries.

"The document should not even exist. There is a UN legal process which is the official negotiating text. The Danish text disrespects the solid, steady approach of the UN process."

Over the next days several new texts will emerge and out of them a likely contender to be carried by consensus of all the countries. Di-Aping said that the G77 remained committed to the talks.

"We will not walk out of the talks at this late hour, because we will not allow the failure of Copenhagen. But we will not sign an inequitable deal; we will not accept a deal that condemns 80% of the world population to further suffering and injustice."

Later this week, the rich countries can expect fresh assaults from the Africa group of countries, the least developed countries group, and the association of small island states. Each is liable to upset the best laid plans of developed world leaders who those groups say appear to place the need to reach an agreement above fully engaging with the poorest countries.

"We call ordinary people to put the utmost pressure on politicians to come to their senses," said Di-Aping.
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BBC News: Copenhagen summit welcomes US emissions curbs

8 December 2009
UN and EU officials have welcomed the US declaration that greenhouse gases are threatening to human health.

An EU spokesman said the announcement showed "a degree of resolve" on the part of President Barack Obama to address climate change.

The US move came as delegates from 192 countries got down to work at the UN climate summit in Copenhagen.

Danish PM Lars Loekke Rasmussen has said the summit is an "opportunity the world cannot afford to miss".

The US declaration could mean the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can order cuts in emissions without the approval of Congress.

Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the UN scientific network on climate change, said the Obama administration was "showing what it can do, even while legislation is pending".

"It also sends a powerful signal to Congress. It shows a degree of resolve on the part of the president," he told the Associated Press news agency.

The environment minister for Sweden - which currently holds the EU presidency - said the outcome of the summit depended mostly "on what will be delivered by the United States and China".

Andreas Carlgren said he would be "astonished" if US President Barack Obama did not offer further concessions when he arrives at the summit next week.

The BBC's Mark Mardell in Washington said the US announcement had been expected for some time, but still sends an important signal to leaders attending the summit that Mr Obama is intent on passing legislation to curb emissions.

'Our chance'

As the Copenhagen summit opened, Mr. Rasmussen told delegates the world was looking to them to safeguard humanity.

He said a "strong and ambitious climate change agreement" was needed.

"By the end, we must be able to deliver back to the world what was granted us here today: hope for a better future," he said.

Connie Hedegaard, conference president, said political will to address climate change has never been - and never will be - stronger.

"This is our chance. If we miss it, it could take years before we got a new and better one. If ever," she said.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has praised France for taking political leadership in the climate change debate.

He said President Nicolas Sarkozy had been "instrumental in bringing the current stage of the negotiation to where we are now".

Meanwhile British Prime Minister Gordon Brown has said he wants European leaders to commit to deeper cuts in carbon emissions than previously agreed.

The EU has so far only been willing to increase its emissions target if an international deal is reached at the Copenhagen climate summit.

Mr. Brown's comments come as the UK's official climate watchdog said a new aviation policy was needed to limit an increase in flights.

The report by the independent Committee on Climate Change said it had discussed ideas like levying extra taxes and issuing flying allowances to reduce air travel.

The main areas for discussion at the Copenhagen summit include:

· Targets to curb greenhouse gas emissions, in particular by developed countries

· Financial support for mitigation of and adaptation to climate change by developing countries

· A carbon trading scheme aimed at ending the destruction of the world's forests by 2030.

Any agreement made at Copenhagen is intended to supplant the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which expires in 2012.

AP: GE chief hopes Copenhagen leads to US clean energy

8 December 2009

General Electric CEO Jeffrey Immelt said Tuesday he hopes the Copenhagen conference on climate change leads the United States to develop a green energy policy to grow the economy.

"What's most important for the U.S. is that we go from Copenhagen, go into 2010, and have the courage to act on clean energy for the good of the country from the standpoint of creating jobs," Immelt told a conference on renewable energy.

More than 100 national leaders from around the world are meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, to try to craft an agreement to reduce greenhouse gases and stem climate change.

Immelt told a meeting on renewable energy at Clemson University that within five years, 10 million new green jobs will be created worldwide.

"We would rather see the U.S. be a big player than to see them overseas," he said.

But he said the world will not wait for the United States to take the lead.

"The Chinese will build more nuclear plants than we will this year. 

The Chinese will install more wind energy than we will this year.

 Europe is moving ahead on renewable energy," he said. "If we don't get off our butts and move aggressively forward, the world is not going to wait for us."

He said it's crucial that the United States develop a clean energy policy.

"This is about certainty," he said. 

"It's quite important that we need some kind of certainty, some kind of standards and this is the time we should be acting to create what I would call a clean energy future that creates jobs, creates prosperity and reduces pollution at the same time."

The conference, at Clemson's International Center for Automotive Research, was sponsored by GE, GE Energy, Clemson University and the university's Restoration Institute.

GE employs 3,100 nearby at a gas turbine plant in Greenville.

Last month, Clemson announced it was getting nearly $100 million to study wind energy in North Charleston, work officials say could create thousands of jobs.

"I think it's got great potential, it's a good investment for the long term," Immelt said, noting that Europe plans to install turbines to create 30 new gigawatts of wind energy in the next decade.

"There is a bunch of offshore wind that's going to happen in Europe," he said.

 "I don't know what's going to happen in the U.S. We really don't know as a country. But I do know there's going to be a lot in Europe."

Immelt said for the U.S. to become a global leader in green technology requires three things: a renewed commitment to technology, public policy that encourages investment in such technology and creating jobs.
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Other UNEP News

Daily Times (Pakistan) UNEP, SDPI to provide clean drinking water to Hyderabad, Islamabad slums

9 December 2009
The United Nations Environment Programme National Committee of Republic of Korea on Tuesday joined the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) to conduct a four-month pilot project in the urban slums of Islamabad and Hyderabad for providing access to clean drinking water to residents.

Dr Afreen Sattar, SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Qayum Suleri, Senior Advisor and Research Fellow Dr Mahmood A Khwaja, and Research Coordinator of SDPI Ambrin Hayyat presented their analysis at a stakeholders meeting organized by SDPI.

Suleri welcomed the participants and congratulated the SDPI for starting work in urban slums for providing access to safe drinking water to its residents. 
Dr Sattar said monitoring of the filtered water from canals should be carried out to test its quality. 
He suggested a survey of water borne diseases among children before and after the introduction of the Association for Human Development (AHD) canal filters in the city slums should also be carried out. 
Dr Khawaja gave a presentation on how to assemble and use canal filters. He said that it was a simple technique to clean water. 
He also stressed upon increasing awareness and familiarizing the population with the hazards of contaminated water. 
He said when people would know that the most common ailments were caused by unsafe drinking water and bad hygiene; they would strive not only for cleanliness but also for clean drinking water.

During the presentation, Ambrin Hayat explained that in the project’s pre-feasibility survey of the slums, it was established that most of the diseases in the area were water borne.
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Other Environment News

Guardian (UK): Technology transfer to developing countries is an impossible dream

9 December 2009
One of the most contentious topics for discussion at the Copenhagen climate talks will be "technology transfer", the proposition that climate technologies should be handed from rich nations to poor.

It's a fine idea in theory. It happened in pharmaceuticals with the licensing of HIV/Aids medications to the developing world. 
But climate change is a different ball game, where technology transfer is a complex challenge. For a start, governments don't own intellectual property, companies do. Getting companies to surrender it is no easy task.

A hybrid car has more than 350 individual patents. How do you manage the licensing of each of these? If you jump that hurdle, you still need to build, market and install the technology in a new market that lacks much of the skills, capital and infrastructure the developed world takes for granted.

The second fatal flaw in this concept of "technology transfer" is the assumption the technology is there and ready to be transferred. 
It isn't. Developed nations are still inventing and trialing much of it. Take biofuels: we know algae could be part of the answer to an alternative to oil. But it is at least 15 or 20 years away from large-scale reality.
 If we haven't got it now, we can't transfer it.

The focus needs to shift from technology transfer to technology collaboration. While the public sector can stimulate demand and create markets for low-carbon technologies, the large-scale investment required to deploy these climate friendly technologies will come from the private sector. Partnership between the two is a critical success factor.

Our answer at the Carbon Trust, developed with the Indian Institute of Technology and Climate Strategies, is to establish a global network of Climate Innovation Centers in developing countries, funded by the international community, national governments, local and global businesses.
 These centers would build local capacity, encourage enterprise and provide finance to roll out the technologies we have today and develop the ones we'll use tomorrow. We estimate that an initial investment of £2bn in 20 centers would leverage up to £20bn in private money and they could be up and running within two years.

They will enable the right solutions to be developed in the right places. There is no silver bullet: every region faces its own climate and energy challenges.

In the developed world, most clean energy technology is developed for use with existing electricity grids. Yet there is no grid in much of the developing world. 
In Africa, how do you replace millions of diesel generators with solar photovoltaic’s? 
In India, how can you drive mass household uptake of solar thermal and cooling for cleaner water and refrigeration?

These problems are best solved by the academic and business brains of the nations and regions they affect, with the backing of international finance. 
Creating local economic opportunity will encourage the private sector to engage and drive change.

The next decade is crucial in reducing global carbon emissions. 
If we continue to pursue the impossible dream of technology transfer instead of collaboration, we will let time slip through our fingers and progress will be slow and haphazard. 
Some of the biggest challenges the world faces simply won't be addressed. We cannot afford to let that happen.
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BBC News: This decade 'warmest on record'

8 December 2009
The first decade of this century is "by far" the warmest since instrumental records began, say the UK Met Office and World Meteorological Organization.

Their analyses also show that 2009 will almost certainly be the fifth warmest in the 160-year record.

Burgeoning El Nino conditions, adding to man-made greenhouse warming, have pushed 2009 into the "top 10" years.

The US space agency NASA suggests that a new global temperature record will be set "in the next one or two years".

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and Met Office scientists have been giving details of the new analysis at the UN climate summit in Copenhagen.

The WMO said global temperatures were 0.44C (0.79F) above the long-term average.

"We've seen above average temperatures in most continents, and only in North America were there conditions that were cooler than average," said WMO secretary-general Michel Jarraud.

"We are in a warming trend - we have no doubt about it."

Mr Jarraud emphasized that the final analysis would not be complete until early next year; but the UN agency always issues a summary during the annual climate negotiations in order that delegates have the latest information.

The WMO uses three temperature sets - one from the UK Met Office and the University of East Anglia's Climatic Research Unit (CRU), and two from the US, maintained by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Noaa) and the space agency Nasa.

Asked whether the controversy surrounding e-mails hacked from CRU could have any bearing on the results, Mr Jarraud replied that all three datasets showed the same result.

Vicky Pope from the UK Met Office made the same point: "The datasets are all independent, and they all show warming," she said.

The Met Office figures indicate that the years since 2000 - the "noughties" - were on average about 0.18C (0.32F) warmer than years in the 1990s; and that since the 1970s, each decade has seen an increase of about the same scale.

Although the Met Office has 1998 as the single warmest year that coincided with strong El Nino conditions - the warming of surface waters in the eastern Pacific that releases heat stored in the deep ocean into the atmosphere, raising temperatures globally.

Now, after a period of La Nina conditions which depressed temperatures in 2008, another El Nino is developing; and it is this, combined with greenhouse warming, that is pushing temperatures upwards again, according to Dr Pope.

She declined to give a forecast for the next few years - the Met Office is releasing that later during this summit.

But NASA’s GISTEMP unit - the division of the agency that maintains the temperature dataset - suggests further warming is coming, with the temperature record for an individual year likely to be set within the next year or two.

Other researchers, though, believe it more likely that temperatures will remain stable for up to a decade as other natural cycles keep the ocean's surface relatively cool, with rapid warming likely after that.

Climate "skeptics" have claimed that temperatures have not been rising over the last decade. Of the two widely-used global temperature records, one - the UK HadCRUT3 record - shows an apparent plateau from 1998 to 2008.

But climate scientists point out that this result is achieved by taking 1998 as the starting point. Taking, for instance, 1997 or 1999 as the starting point, they argue, produces a different result.

Free release

In a separate move, the Met Office has released data from more than 1,000 weather stations that make up the global land surface temperature records.

The decision to make the information available is the latest consequence of the hacked e-mails affair.

"This subset release will continue the policy of putting as much of the station temperature record as possible into the public domain," said the agency's statement.

"As soon as we have all permissions in place we will release the remaining station records - around 5,000 in total - that make up the full land temperature record.

"We are dependent on international approvals to enable this final step and cannot guarantee that we will get permission from all data owners."

Mr. Jarraud said that weather agencies belonging to the WMO had agreed in 1995 that they would, in general, make data "essential for the protection of life and property" freely available.

But some agencies did not release all their data, he said.

"But whether they all release or not will not alter what we are saying, because the vast majority is already open."
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The Washington Post (US): Greenhouse Gases Imperil Health, E.P.A. Announces 
8 December 2009 

The Environmental Protection Agency on Monday issued a final ruling that greenhouse gases posed a danger to human health and the environment, paving the way for regulation of carbon dioxide emissions from vehicles, power plants, factories, refineries and other major sources.

The announcement was timed to coincide with the opening of the United Nations conference on climate change in Copenhagen, strengthening President Obama’s hand as more than 190 nations struggle to reach a global accord.

The E.P.A.’s administrator, Lisa P. Jackson, said that a 2007 decision by the Supreme Court required the agency to weigh whether carbon dioxide and five other climate-altering gases threatened human health and welfare and, if so, to take steps to regulate them. 

She said Monday that the finding was driven by the weight of scientific evidence that the planet was warming and that human activity was largely responsible.

“There have and continue to be debates about how and how quickly climate change will happen if we fail to act,” Ms. Jackson said at a news conference at the E.P.A.’s headquarters. “But the overwhelming amounts of scientific study show that the threat is real.”

Industry groups quickly criticized the decision, saying that the regulation of carbon dioxide, a near-ubiquitous substance, would be legally and technically complex and would impose huge costs across the economy.

In her prepared remarks and in response to questions, Ms. Jackson waded into the current dispute over leaked e-mail messages from a British climate research group that have stirred doubts among a number of people about the integrity of some climate science.

Several Republicans in Congress had asked the E.P.A. to delay the so-called endangerment finding because of questions about the underlying science. Ms. Jackson rejected their plea.

“We know that skeptics have and will continue to try to sow doubts about the science,” she said. “It’s no wonder that many people are confused. But raising doubts — even in the face of overwhelming evidence — is a tactic that has been used by defenders of the status quo for years.”

She said that the agency had reviewed the arguments of some of those skeptics during months of public comment but that none of them had raised significant new issues.

The Obama administration had signaled its intent to issue an endangerment finding for carbon dioxide and five other greenhouse gases (methane, nitrous oxide, hydro fluorocarbons, per fluorocarbons and sulfur hexafluoride) since taking office in January. 
Ms. Jackson announced a proposed finding in April and has since taken steps to draft the rules needed to back it up.

The administration has used the finding as a prod to Congress, saying that if lawmakers do not act to control greenhouse gas pollution it will use its rule-making power to do so. At the same time, the president and his top environmental aides have said that they prefer such a major step be taken through the legislative process. 

The administration struck a deal with automakers last spring to set stricter tailpipe emissions and higher fuel economy standards as part of the greenhouse gas regulation efforts. The E.P.A. has also announced rules requiring all major emitters to report an annual inventory of emissions.

In late September, the agency announced a proposed “tailoring rule” that limits regulation of climate-altering gases to large stationary sources like coal-burning power plants and cement kilns that produce 25,000 tons or more a year of carbon emissions.

Industry groups said that the finding and the proposed regulations would damage the economy and drive jobs overseas. Some groups are likely to file lawsuits challenging the new regulations, which could delay their effective date for some years.

“E.P.A. is moving forward with an agenda that will put additional burdens on manufacturers, cost jobs and drive up the price of energy,” said Keith McCoy, vice president of energy policy at the National Association of Manufacturers. 

“Unemployment is hovering at 10 percent, and many manufacturers are struggling to stay in business,” he said. “It is doubtful that the endangerment finding will achieve its stated goal, but it is certain to come at a huge cost to the economy.” 

Jeff Holmstead, head of air policy at the E.P.A. under the administration of George W. Bush and now an industry lobbyist, said the finding was mainly symbolic.

“It does not have any immediate effect and does not impose any regulations or requirements on anyone,” he said. “Today’s announcement comes as no surprise and is clearly designed to set the stage for the Copenhagen conference.”

Environmental advocates who have pushed for the finding for years exulted.

“The stage is now set for E.P.A. to hold the biggest global-warming polluters accountable,” said Emily Figdor, federal global-warming program director for Environment America, an activist group.

Bloomberg News: Obama’s Envoys in Denmark Are Hemmed in by Congress, Kerry Says 

8 December 2009
President Barack Obama, facing calls at global climate talks to pledge deeper greenhouse-gas cuts, is unlikely to do so because Congress won’t approve it, said Senator John Kerry, a co-author of U.S. climate legislation. 

Obama’s envoys said yesterday they will offer to lower emissions about 17 percent by 2020 from 2005 at negotiations among 192 nations in Copenhagen. The 27-nation European Union said that’s not enough to spur a deal to fight climate change. 

A commitment by the U.S., the second-biggest producer of heat-trapping gases after China, is key to an accord because European and Japanese proposals are contingent on industrialized nations such as the U.S. following suit. 

“The U.S. ought to be doing 20 percent or better,” said Kerry, who is helping spearhead bipartisan efforts in Congress to pass a climate bill. Yet that figure is not “passable,” the Massachusetts Democrat said in an interview from the U.S. before traveling to Copenhagen himself to push for a treaty. 

Industrialized nations including the U.S. need to cut emissions much more -- by 25 percent to 40 percent below 1990 levels -- to avoid dangerous climate change, including a catastrophic rise in sea levels, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a United Nations clearing house for scientific research. 

The U.S. proposal works out to about a 4 percent reduction from that base year. 

“I would expect the president of United States to deliver something further,” Swedish Environment Minister Andreas Carlgren said at a briefing in Copenhagen, speaking on behalf of the 27-nation EU. “We hope that more will come.” 

Low-Emissions Economy 

The inability to make steeper cuts stems from the political climate on Capitol Hill and doesn’t reflect the president’s commitment to fighting climate change, Kerry said. He praised Obama’s actions and said the U.S. leader has “already delivered a firm message and firm leadership” on reducing greenhouse gases and moving the world toward a low-emissions economy. 

Countries at the United Nations-led negotiations in Copenhagen are trying to work toward a conclusion of two years of bargaining for a new treaty. Talks have been stalled over issues including emission-reduction goals for industrialized countries such as the U.S. 

The U.S.’s inability to boost its 2020 goal by “much” is a “dilemma for these negotiations,” Jennifer Morgan, program director for climate and energy at the Washington-based World Resources Institute. 

Obama’s negotiators are limited on what they can propose and approve in the Danish capital because Congress has failed to produce legislation limiting greenhouse-gas emissions. 

The lack of guidance from the Senate, the only U.S. body authorized to ratify treaties, leaves U.S. officials in Denmark this week and next without firm guidelines. 

Obama’s proposed reduction goal “in the range of” 17 percent stems from a climate bill passed by the House of Representatives in June. The Senate is working on a bipartisan bill that takes into account measures from various committees, such as one Kerry co-sponsored that calls for a 20 percent cut. 

To contact the reporter on this story: Kim Chipman in Copenhagen at KChipman@bloomberg.net. 

REUTERS: U.N. climate chief defends findings after emails 
8 December 2009
COPENHAGEN - The head of the U.N.'s panel of climate scientists on Monday strongly defended findings that humans are warming the planet, after critics said that leaked emails from a British university had undermined evidence.

Rajendra Pachauri, head of the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), told a climate conference that its findings were "subjected to extensive and repeated reviews by experts as well as by governments."

The IPCC concluded in 2007 that it was at least 90 percent certain that humans were to blame for global warming.

But climate change sceptics have seized on a series of hacked emails written by climate specialists, accusing them of colluding to suppress others' data and enhance their own.

"The evidence is now overwhelming that the world would benefit greatly from early action," Pachauri told delegates at the opening session of the December 7-18 Copenhagen summit.

"The recent incident of stealing the emails of scientists at the University of East Anglia shows that some (people) would go to the extent of carrying out illegal acts perhaps in an attempt to discredit the IPCC."

The emails, some written as long as 13 years ago, were stolen by unknown hackers and spread rapidly across the Internet. Sceptics say that the emails showed that scientists had manipulated evidence.

In one email, confirmed by the University of East Anglia as genuine, the head of its Climatic Research Unit (CRU), Phil Jones, said he wanted to ensure a specific paper which doubted climate science was excluded from the IPCC's 2007 report.

That paper did in fact appear in the final 2007 report, the university says. Pachauri on Monday defended scientists named in the "climategate" row.

"The internal consistency from multiple lines of evidence strongly supports the work of the scientific community, including those individuals singled out in these email exchanges," Pachauri told the 192-nation conference.

"Given the wide-ranging nature of (economic) change that is likely be taken in hand, some naturally find it inconvenient to accept its inevitability."

"NOT TRUE"

Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest oil exporter, told conference delegates that the row would impact the Copenhagen talks and belief in climate science.

"The level of confidence is certainly shaken. We believe this scandal is definitely going to affect the nature of what can be fostered (in Copenhagen). The size of (economic) sacrifices must be built on a secure foundation of information which we found now is not true," a Saudi delegate said.

Another British climate research center, the MetOffice Hadley Center, plans to publish this week data from more than 1,000 locations around the world to boost transparency and underpin evidence that the world is warming.

"We are confident (it) will show that global average temperatures have risen over the last 150 years," it said in a statement, adding that the move had the support of the University of East Anglia.

"As soon as we have all permissions in place we will release the remaining station records."

REUTERS :EPA Cleared To Regulate U.S. Emissions As Congress Stalls 

8 December 2009
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Monday cleared the way for regulation of greenhouse gases without new laws passed by Congress, reflecting President Barack Obama's commitment to act on climate change as a major summit opened in Copenhagen.

The EPA ruling that greenhouse gases endanger human health, widely expected after it issued a preliminary finding earlier this year, will allow the agency to regulate planet-warming gases even without legislation in Congress.

The agency could begin to make rules as soon as next year to regulate emissions from vehicle tailpipes, power utilities and heavy industry under existing laws.

Obama and his Democratic allies in Congress will still pursue legislation in Congress, which has been slow to act. But the EPA move gave a timely push to the president's aims of securing short-term limits to harmful emissions.

It was expected to inject some optimism into the two-week United Nations meeting in Copenhagen, which Obama is due to attend next week, but was criticized by some U.S. business groups who fear it could push up costs.

"EPA has finalized its endangerment finding on greenhouse gas pollution and is now authorized and obligated to make reasonable efforts to reduce greenhouse pollutants," said Lisa Jackson, the EPA administrator. "This administration will not ignore science or the law any longer."

The Supreme Court ruled in 2007 that the EPA had the right to regulate emissions of the gases under the Clean Air Act. But under the administration of former President George W. Bush, the EPA said Congress was the right place to frame action.

Business groups said the EPA announcement would hurt the economy and endanger jobs just as the country emerges from a deep recession.

Legislation by Congress would be more palatable politically for Obama, because it would represent a compromise between business, politicians and other interests rather than through an imposed ruling.

STRONGER HAND IN COPENHAGEN

The EPA ruling applies to six gases scientists say contribute to global warming, including the main one, carbon dioxide.

There had been fears that Obama, who has made fighting climate change one of his priorities, would arrive almost empty handed at the U.N. conference because climate legislation has stalled in Congress.

"The EPA move strengthens Obama's hand at Copenhagen," said Joe Mendelson, global warming policy director at the National Wildlife Federation. "It gives him additional authority that if Congress doesn't pass climate legislation, the agency can put the country on the path to meet his climate goals."

Obama will pledge at Copenhagen that the United States, the world's second largest emitter of greenhouse gases, will cut emissions by roughly 17 percent by 2020 from 2005 levels.

World leaders hope to reach an agreement at the meeting on getting rich and developing countries to share the burden in fighting climate change.

The climate bill has been delayed in the U.S. Senate by a debate over a sweeping reform of healthcare, but lawmakers hope to pass a bill in the spring. Climate legislation passed narrowly in the House of Representatives in June.

The Obama administration has always said it prefers legislation over action by the EPA.

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION

If the EPA acts alone it could face a slew of legal challenges, including from business groups who say the action would overstep the administration's authority, as well as from environmentalists who seek stronger steps.

But the administration had pressed the EPA to prod business to support efforts in Congress, and to show the world Washington is committed to fighting climate change.

Democratic Senator John Kerry said the EPA move was meant to spur Congress to act. But he said "imposed regulations by definition will not include the job protections and investment incentives we are proposing in the Senate today."

Republicans said the move was equivalent to imposing an energy tax. "By seeking to sharply curtail carbon dioxide (and thus energy usage), the EPA is in effect working to decrease economic activity," the Republican Study Committee said.

One business group was quick to criticize the EPA.

Keith McCoy, vice president of energy policy at the National Association of Manufacturers said the EPA was moving forward with an agenda that will put additional burdens on manufacturers, cost jobs and drive up the price of energy."

The EPA decision, which now will be open for public review, does not preclude legislation. Any new regulations could take a long time to implement, giving Congress room to act.

Still, big industry could learn about changes soon. Jackson said car makers will know by the end of March about required increases in fuel economy standards for cars built for the 2012 model year.

"All industries will be called upon to reduce carbon emissions," said Dave McCurdy, chief executive of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers.

An administration proposal unveiled in September would require a boost fuel efficiency by 40 percent by 2016 and aim to cut carbon emissions by 21 percent by 2030.

(Additional reporting by Ayesha Rascoe, Roberta Rampton, Deborah Zabarenko, Tom Doggett, Tom Ferraro in Washington and Richard Cowan in Copenhagen; Editing by Simon Denyer and Chris Wilson)

San Francisco Chronicle (US): UN: 2000-2009 likely warmest decades on record

8 December 2009,
This decade is on track to become the warmest since records began in 1850, and 2009 could rank among the top-five warmest years, the U.N. weather agency reported Tuesday on the second day of a pivotal 192-nation climate conference.

Only the United States and Canada experienced cooler conditions than average, the World Meteorological Organization said, although Alaska had the second-warmest July on record.

In central Africa and southern Asia, this will probably be the warmest year, but overall, 2009 will "be about the fifth-warmest year on record," said Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of the WMO.

The agency also noted an extreme heat wave in India in May and a heat wave in northern China in June. 
It said parts of China experienced their warmest year on record, and that Australia so far has had its third-warmest year. Extremely warm weather was also more frequent and intense in southern South America.

The decade 2000-2009 "is very likely to be the warmest on record, warmer than the 1990s, than the 1980s and so on," Jarraud told a news conference, holding a chart with a temperature curve pointing upward. The second warmest decade was the 1990s.

The current decade has been marked by dramatic effects of warming.

In 2007-2009, the summer melt reduced the Arctic Ocean ice cap to its smallest extent ever recorded. In the 2007-2009 International Polar Year, researchers found that Antarctica is warming more than previously believed. Almost all glaciers worldwide are retreating.

Meanwhile, such destructive species as jellyfish and bark-eating beetles are moving northward out of normal ranges, and seas expanding from warmth and glacier melt are encroaching on low-lying island states.

If 2009 ends as the fifth-warmest year, it would replace the year 2003. According to the U.S. space agency NASA, the other warmest years since 1850 have been 2005, 1998, 2007 and 2006. NASA says the differences in readings among these years are so small as to be statistically insignificant.

The U.N. agency reported that the global combined sea surface and land surface temperature for the January-October 2009 period is estimated at 0.44 degrees C (0.79 degrees F) above the 1961-1990 annual average of 14.00 degrees C (57.2 degrees F), with a margin of error of plus or minus 0.11 degrees C. Final data will be released early in 2010.

Negotiators at the two-week talks in Copenhagen turned Tuesday to "metrics,""gas inventories" and other dense technicalities, as delegates worked to craft a global deal to rein in carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases and stem climate change.

Governments, meanwhile, jockeyed for position leading up to the finale late next week, when more than 100 national leaders, including President Barack Obama, will converge on Copenhagen for the final days of bargaining.

Preliminary drafts circulated at the conference showed marked differences between rich and poor countries over how to structure a final agreement. 
A leaked Danish document that was submitted before the conference came under heavy criticism from climate activists as an attempt by rich countries to exclude them from the bargaining.

"As the talks ramp up and big players put forward their proposals for the deal, it is vitally important that vulnerable countries are part of the debate," Oxfam spokesman Antonio Hill said.

U.N. climate chief Yvo de Boer played down the document, saying it was an "informal paper" and not a formal text for the conference.

In a series of reports beginning in the 1990s, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a U.N.-sponsored scientific network, has warned that unless the world is weaned away from fossil fuels to greener sources of energy, the Earth will face the consequences of ever-rising temperatures: the extinction of plant and animals, the flooding of coastal cities, more extreme weather, more drought and the spread of tropical diseases.

Some governments have reacted slowly to the warnings because of concerns over the cost to business and consumers of converting economies to new energy sources, the influence of "old energy" industries on policy, and the reluctance of societies to change their ways.

Although temperatures have fluctuated up and down in the eons before record-keeping, as determined by tree rings, ice cores and other evidence, the causes were natural. 
The difference now is that they are being driven up by human activity, that modern civilization has many more coastal cities and needs to feed far more people, and that scientists believe humans can head off such dangerous warming.

On Monday, when the conference opened, the Obama administration gave the talks a boost by announcing steps that could lead to new U.S. emissions controls that don't require the approval of the U.S. Congress.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said scientific evidence clearly shows that greenhouse gases "threaten the public health and welfare of the American people" and that the pollutants — mainly carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels — should be reduced, if not by Congress then by the agency responsible for enforcing air pollution.

As Congress considers the first U.S. legislation to cap carbon emissions, the EPA finding will enable the Obama administration to act on greenhouse gases without congressional action, potentially imposing federal limits on climate-changing pollution from cars, power plants and factories.

The announcement gave Obama a new card in what is expected to be tough bargaining next week at the climate conference. In preparation, Obama met with former Vice President Al Gore, who won a Nobel for his climate change efforts, at the White House on Monday.

European climate change officials welcomed the U.S. move.

"This is meaningful because it is yet a sign that the Americans have more to offer. My evaluation is that the U.S. can offer much more," EU environment spokesman Andreas Carlgren told reporters Tuesday in Stockholm.

De Boer said the EPA finding gives Obama "something to fall back on."

"I think that will boost people's confidence" at the Copenhagen talks in the Americans' ability to offer more, he said.

The European Union has pledged to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent by 2020, compared with 1990, and is considering raising that to 30 percent if other governments also aim high. EU leaders will have an opportunity to make such a move at an EU summit this Thursday and Friday in Brussels.

In Britain, Prime Minister Gordon Brown urged fellow Europeans to raise their bid on reducing greenhouse gas emissions to pressure the U.S. and others to offer more at Copenhagen.

"We've got to make countries recognize that they have to be as ambitious as they say they want to be. It's not enough to say 'I may do this, I might do this, possibly I'll do this.
' I want to create a situation in which the European Union is persuaded to go to 30 percent," Brown was quoted as saying by Britain's Guardian newspaper.

The EU had called for a stronger bid by the Americans, who thus far have pledged emissions cuts much less ambitious than Europe's. The U.S. has offered a 17 percent reduction in emissions from their 2005 level — comparable to a 3-4 percent cut from 1990 levels.

Whether the prospect of EPA action will satisfy such demands — and what China may now add to its earlier offer — remains to be seen. And success in the long-running climate talks hinges on more than emissions reductions. Most important, it requires commitments of financial support by rich countries for poor nations to help them cope with the impact of a changing climate.

Swedish negotiator Anders Turesson said the U.S. 17 percent reductions "are insufficient and we hope more would come out of that."

He suggested the U.S. buy more carbon credits on the international market, where emissions reductions by developing countries can be credited and sold to the industrialized world.

San Francisco Chronicle (US): Climate delegates seek more from U.S.

8 December 2009

Delegates to a pivotal climate conference welcomed an Obama administration move Monday to regulate greenhouse gases under existing clean air law, but said they still expect more.

The announcement came as the two-week meeting of 192 nations opened with emotional appeals from those countries endangered by rising seas and other damage from climate change.

The finding by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency would supplement the cap on carbon dioxide emissions being considered in the U.S. Congress, effectively raising the U.S. offer on emissions reductions in two weeks of hard bargaining in Copenhagen.

"The executive branch is showing what it can do, even while legislation is pending," Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the U.N. scientific network on climate change, said of the EPA action. "It shows a degree of resolve on the part of the president."

The conference climax will come when President Obama and more than 100 other national leaders arrive for the final hours of talks next week. In preparation, Obama met with former Vice President Al Gore, a leading climate campaigner, at the White House on Monday.

Earlier in the day, the European Union had called for a stronger "bid" by the Americans, who thus far have provisionally pledged emissions cuts much less ambitious than Europe's.

The endgame in Copenhagen "will mostly be on what will be delivered by the United States and China," the world's two biggest greenhouse-gas emitters, EU environment spokesman Andreas Carlgren told reporters. He said he would be astonished if Obama did not put more on the table.

Whether the prospect of EPA action will satisfy such demands - and what China may now add to its earlier offer - remains to be seen. 
And success in the long-running climate talks hinges on more than emissions reductions. Most important, it requires commitments of financial support by rich countries for poor as they cope with the impacts of a changing global climate.

"After two years of negotiations, the time has come to deliver," Yvo de Boer, the U.N. climate chief, said as he opened the conference in the chilly and foggy Danish capital.

The conference president, Denmark's Connie Hedegaard, called it a last, best chance.

"Political will has never been stronger," she told delegates assembled in the Bella Center's cavernous plenary hall. "And let me warn you: Political will will never be stronger. This is our chance. If we miss it, it could take years before we got a new and better one. If ever."

About 15,000 delegates, environmentalists, business lobbyists, journalists and others are gathered in the huge convention center for the pivotal talks, along with thousands more outside, planning protests, street theater and scholarly discussions. 
The colorful global show demonstrates that the future of the Earth's climate is the future of everyone, from Eskimos and Midwest farmers, to oil sheikhs and African peasants.

As climate talks have dragged on for two decades, the planet has continued to warm, something scientists blame largely on carbon dioxide and other emissions from the burning of fossil fuel and other industrial, transport and agricultural sources. 
Today, the World Meteorological Organization is expected to announce that 2009 ranks as one of the warmest years on record, and this decade as the warmest.

The focus in Copenhagen has fallen on individual countries' pledges of emission reductions, to be incorporated in some final agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol, whose modest emission cuts for 37 nations expire in 2012.

U.S. News and World Report: Top 5 Issues at the Copenhagen Climate Conference

8 December 2009 

For the next two weeks, until December 18, officials from more than 190 countries will be gathering in Copenhagen to write a new treaty on climate change. 
For much of the year, there have been questions about whether the conference would come together and, if so, what it could accomplish at a time when much of the world is preoccupied with the global recession.
 In recent weeks, however, many of the world's economic powerhouses and biggest polluters, including the United States and China, have said they're serious about hashing out an agreement.
 Of course, with so many countries attending, "success" can mean different things to different people: Some want a political agreement; others want a legally binding treaty. Here are five things that could determine the outcome:

1. Developed Nations vs. Developing Nations

Pretty much all the countries attending the talks agree that greenhouse gas emissions are contributing to climate change. 
But few want to slash their emissions without first ensuring that competing countries will do the same. Developing countries want the United States and other developed nations to cut emissions the most, since historically it's the industrialized world that's responsible for most of the carbon pollution in the atmosphere. 
But China, India, Brazil, and many others are growing rapidly, so the United States and other developed countries argue that the developing world must get a handle on its emissions, too.

2. Targets for Cutting Emissions

In Copenhagen, this tension will most likely play out in a numbers game. 
The scientific community says industrialized countries need to cut their emissions 25 percent to 40 percent by 2020 to avoid the worst of climate change. 
The European Union seems OK with that idea, but the United States has been resistant. President Obama recently announced that he'd call for cutting U.S. greenhouse emissions by about 17 percent.
 It has gotten a mixed response, with many nations saying the United States needs to be much more aggressive. 
Meanwhile, a few weeks ago, China announced that it will curb the "intensity" of its emissions (relative to GDP) by 40 percent to 45 percent by 2020. 
That was hailed as a sign that China is getting serious about climate change, but it has also left some questions. Watch for countries in Copenhagen to press China to be more specific about what its emissions goals mean.

3. Assistance to Poor Countries

Many of the countries that will be hardest hit by climate change are poor. 
Some are island nations. 
Some are prone to drought. Others have big coastlines and are already seeing the impact of changing ocean chemistry and rising sea levels. 
To respond to climate change, they say, they'll need Western help. 
A lot of it. And that means money.
 But it's unclear right now just how much rich countries will be willing to give poor countries (especially when government treasuries aren't doing so well) in terms of cash and new technology. 
The World Bank estimates that poor countries will need up to $100 billion a year to respond to climate change. 
So far, Obama and Western countries have pledged $10 billion by 2012. Clearly, a lot of work remains to be done.

4. Carbon Trading

There's a general agreement—internationally, anyway—that the best way to tackle emissions is by putting a price on carbon. 
That means a future involving a busy, lucrative global carbon market, in which people buy and sell permits to emit carbon. 
These global markets, not surprisingly, are complicated, and there are a lot of tough issues to be worked out when it comes to making sure that markets are honest and transparent. 
No one wants a repeat of the current financial crisis. But many countries also don't want an international regulatory body telling them how to run their economy.

5. Pollution Offsets

One way for countries to cut emissions is to switch to cleaner forms of energy or to make their power plants more energy efficient. But there are other options. 
For example, a power company, rather than trimming its own emissions on site, might find it cheaper to pay a forest owner to plant a bunch of carbon-trapping trees. 
In other words, the power company is "offsetting" its pollution by paying someone else. As part of the Copenhagen talks, officials will be considering which types of offset programs work and can actually be enforced. 
(There's a big potential for fraud here.) Countries like Brazil and Indonesia, for example, are pushing hard for a forest program that would handsomely reward them for not cutting down their trees.

AP: Chinese wind power firms target foreign markets 

8 December 2009
China's Goldwind Science Technology Ltd. is one of the world's biggest makers of wind turbines a cornerstone of the booming clean power business – but is virtually unknown outside its home country. 

Goldwind aims to change that. In a Minnesota farmer's cornfield, the company is erecting three 20-storey-tall windmills in its first American project and hopes it will help to woo other buyers. 

“There are a lot of leads and we are following them up,” said Kerry Zhou, Goldwind's director of development. “We certainly expect that by 2011 we can get good results.” 

China's market for wind equipment is on track to overtake the U.S. this year as the world's largest, spurred by a government campaign to promote renewable energy to clean up its battered environment and curb surging demand for foreign oil and gas. 

Now the biggest Chinese manufacturers want to expand to the United States, Europe and other markets. Western suppliers could face new competition as low-priced Chinese rivals seek to profit from global efforts to limit climate change. 

Chinese manufacturers could get a boost if officials at this week's U.N. climate summit in Copenhagen, Denmark, agree on new measures to spread use of clean energy. 

Beijing is promoting the industry as part of sweeping efforts to transform China into a creator of profitable technologies. Utilities have been told to step up clean energy spending even as the global economic crisis cuts into investment elsewhere. 

“China is a major player and will dominate the future development of wind,” said Lars Andersen, president for China of Denmark's Vestas Wind Systems AS, the world's biggest maker of wind turbines. 

Chinese wind companies' technology lags behind global leaders such as Vestas and General Electric Co. But their prices are up to 50 per cent lower, which industry analysts say should make them competitive abroad. 

“The performance-to-price ratio is quite attractive,” said Victoria Li, who follows the industry for Credit Suisse in Shanghai. “I think they could see strong growth from export revenue within two years.” 

Last year, China accounted for 22 per cent of new global wind capacity, while the United States accounted for 29.6 per cent, according to BTM Consult, a Danish research firm. This year, Credit Suisse says China will install up to one-third of new capacity. 

The industry has gotten a boost from a flow of money through the Clean Development Mechanism, a UN program that allows industrialized economies to meet commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by paying developing countries to cut their own instead. China is the biggest recipient of CDM money. 

Chinese demand is so huge that with almost no foreign sales, Goldwind and rivals Sinovel Wind Co. and Dongfang Electric Co. already rank among top global manufacturers. 

Sinovel, Goldwind and Dongfang together made one of every eight wind turbines sold worldwide in 2008, according to BTM. Vestas led global sales with 19.8 per cent and GE was second with 18.6 per cent. 

Beijing-based Sinovel made its first foreign sale last year, shipping 10 1.5-megawatt turbines to India, said a company spokeswoman, Liu Chang. Also in 2008, Goldwind sold six of its smaller 750-kilowatt units to Cuba. 

In Minnesota, Goldwind is installing three 1.5-megawatt turbines on a farm in the town of Pipestone. Zhou said the company hopes the site will prove its turbines operate reliably under U.S. weather conditions. 

Beijing's tactics in promoting its suppliers have caused strains in trade ties at a time when other governments are scrambling to preserve jobs. 

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China complains that foreign producers have been shut out of bidding for major wind projects. 
Beijing also required that 70 per cent of parts in turbines used in China be domestically made – a rule that was dropped in September only after major foreign producers had set up Chinese factories. 

November's announcement that a Chinese manufacturer, A-Power Energy Generation Systems, would build a Texas wind farm prompted an outcry from American critics that stimulus money the project might receive should not go to China. A-Power and its American partners said they would open a U.S. factory. 

“We definitely are closely watching the controversy and obstacles for this current project to see what will happen,” said Goldwind's Mr. Zhou. 

Aggressive government goals issued in 2005 call for at least 15 per cent of China's power to come from wind, solar and hydropower by 2020. Officials say that target might be boosted to 20 per cent. 

In July, Beijing raised its wind power goal to 150 gigawatts of generating capacity by 2020 – the equivalent of 300 standard coal-fired power plants – up from the 2005 plan's target of 30 gigawatts. 

But the industry faces technical hurdles to its growth. 

Wind farm construction has raced ahead so fast that 25 per cent have yet to be connected to the national power grid. 
Like the United States, China faces the problem that its windiest areas in the desert northwest and northern grasslands are far from populous cities, requiring expensive transmission lines. 

Other companies are developing technology ranging from solar panels and fuel cells to more far-out systems that make power from garbage and used cooking oil. 

China's solar cell producers have competed abroad in Spain, Germany and California since they got into the business early this decade because the technology was too expensive for Chinese buyers. 
The biggest, Suntech Power Holdings Ltd., is on track to pass Germany's Q-Cells SE as the world's top supplier as early as this year. 

“In an incredibly short space of time China has taken the lead in the race to develop and commercialize a range of low-carbon technologies,” said the Climate Group, a London-based environmental organization, in a report in August. 

Many manufacturers still rely on technology licensed from GE and other foreign producers but Goldwind, Sinovel and others are developing their own. 
Zhou said Goldwind has spent 500 million yuan ($75-million) since 2007 on research and owns the technology used in its turbines in Minnesosta. 

Goldwind, founded in 2001, says more than 1,200 of its 1.5-megawatt units have been installed at 40 wind farms across China. Last year, it bought a German company, Vensys, with a factory that can produce 100 turbines a year. 

Mr. Zhou stressed that Goldwind plans to make or buy most components wherever its turbines are installed, rather than shipping bulky towers and blades up to 300 feet (90 metres) long from China. That could help avert political strains by creating local jobs. 

“We don't want to aggressively enter a market with simple thinking that we can just export our equipment there,” Mr. Zhou said. 

The Globe and Mail: Bye-bye binding climate deal [Blog]

8 December 2009 

Perusing my morning read, I see that “a coalition of 450 environmental groups awarded Canada a Fossil of the Day award” while, on the other hand, the Obama administration was being praised in Copenhagen. 

Very strange. 

Because over at The New York Times, I read that Canada, the perennial front-runner for the Fossil award, had to settle for third prize yesterday; that second place went to Finland, Austria and Sweden for floating a proposal adopted by the EU; and that first prize went to all the industrialized countries — presumably including the United States — “for collectively showing up in Copenhagen with too low an ambition level to cut carbon and prevent catastrophic climate change.” 

On the positive side, one thing on which everyone seems to agree is that there was a mood of optimism at the conference due to yesterday’s announcement by the Obama administration that the EPA has formally declared greenhouse gases a danger to human health and subject to regulation under the Clean Air Act. 
However, one really has to wonder why delegates greeted by placards reading “Binding Deal for a Safe Future” as they enter the conference would be celebrating that news. 

The EPA announcement will have little tangible effect for the foreseeable future; indeed, it was likely specifically timed to burnish President Barack Obama’s credentials before he arrives in Copenhagen. Meanwhile, back home, the threat of EPA regulation is said to be designed to pressure the Senate into enacting legislation to implement a nation-wide cap and trade system. 

However, if the United States chooses to go the EPA route, it would take at least a year before the regulations are written and many more years before the case ultimately wends its way to the Supreme Court. And have I mentioned all those justices George W. Bush appointed to the bench? And even if the court upholds the EPA regulations, a future administration could cancel them with a stroke of the pen. Which is not exactly the kind of certainty the international community is looking for. 

Let’s be frank: The organizers of the Copenhagen conference have given up on the original goal of a binding international treaty. Looking for a way to avoid failure — as political leaders are wont to do — they’ve come up with a fallback plan to get as much substantive agreement as possible and hope that President Obama can sort out his problems with the U.S. senate before the Kyoto protocol expires in 2012. 

Here’s the problem with the strategy: rather than rush to enact legislation, Republicans will be inclined to view the EPA’s announcement as a bluff. Knowing that nothing will happen on the regulatory front in the short to medium term, they will gladly use the political agreement that comes out of Copenhagen as a stick with which to beat Democrats in the 2010 mid-term elections. And to fill their election chest thanks to the fury of the business community. 

With other countries pressing the United States for deeper emission cuts and more generous financing of developing countries, the agreement that comes out of Copenhagen could look pretty good for Republicans and pretty bad for Democratic candidates if the Obama administration folds. 
Nine Democratic senators wrote President Obama last week setting out their bottom line — an early indication that if China and India are given a pass by the international community as they were at Kyoto, the issue could split the Party and play for Republicans into the 2012 presidential election campaign. 

The Microsoft Blog: Microsoft: IT can help prevent climate change


8 December 2009
Microsoft representatives are in Copenhagen this week and next to tell the United Nations climate change conference the company's stance on global warming: It's a real threat, and information technology can help.

More than 10,000 people representing countries, corporations and organizations are expected to attend the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Their task is to set aggressive worldwide goals for cutting greenhouse-gas emissions.

Rob Bernard, Microsoft's chief environmental strategist, is among those in Denmark starting Tuesday. He said technology will play a large part in thwarting climate change over the next 40 years.

In the video below, Bernard gives a summary of Microsoft's stance on the issue and how IT can help.

First off, advances in communication already can reduce the need for air travel. Videoconferencing, Bernard said, is a great substitution for the in-person meetings to which jet-setting employees must travel.

Companies also are putting more focus on making data centers more energy-efficient. Microsoft's new Chicago and Dublin data centers, for example, are twice as efficient as their predecessors, the company said, and the Dublin location doesn't use artificial cooling.

Data centers can also help companies themselves save energy by eliminating the need for multiple local servers. 
Such is the case with Redmond Ridge 1, a centralized Microsoft "research and development support lab" to which teams have started migrating their projects.

Consumer-targeted energy-saving tools also can cut back carbon emissions, Bernard said, if they are adopted more widely. 
This year, for example, Microsoft launched Hohm, an online service that lets people in some U.S. markets measure their approximate energy consumption and gives them energy-saving ideas.

Bernard also touted Microsoft Research's prototype tool for scientists who study climate change. 
The software can connect multiple databases and help scientists collaborate from around the world. He also mentioned Eye On Earth, a tool Microsoft developed with the European Environmental Agency that provides pollution information for European swimming beaches and air quality.

"We have set a goal to cut our carbon emissions – for each dollar earned by the company – by at least 30 percent by 2012, compared to 2007 levels," Bernard wrote in an online column. "We'll achieve this goal using software and technology to improve energy use in our buildings and operations, reduce air travel, and increase our use of renewable energy. 

"As a technology company, we believe that our footprint goals will be met by leveraging software and technology. We've already cut our waste stream in half on our main campus in Redmond, Wash. We've cut over 100 million miles of air travel last year. And our innovative private bus system is helping remove 250,000 employee car miles each week."

On its Microsoft on the Issues blog, the software superpower also put forth five main policy recommendations to the United Nations – most of which would directly benefit Microsoft, of course.

· Governments should lead by example, Microsoft said, by investing in virtualization, energy management and telecommunications.

· Scientific research should get more grant money, and governments should invest in IT infrastructure – such as widespread Internet access – that better connects people and sets the stage for wider adoption of cloud computing, the company said.

· The public should have access to real-time energy prices, which Microsoft said would promote innovation and open the market to demand-side management.

· Governments should promote and strengthen intellectual property rights, Redmond said, so companies can be more comfortable investing in promising green technologies. Of course, Microsoft's entire business is built off of intellectual property rights.

· Policymakers should create mobile applications to promote general participation in energy-efficiency programs, and focus on bringing connectivity to as many people as possible, the company said.

"Clearly, it won't be easy putting together the pieces needed to create global sustainability. We face tough challenges," Bernard wrote. "Governments will need to adequately fund basic science research and research into renewable and sustainable low-carbon energy sources."

Microsoft is participating in at least seven events connected to COP15. A list is available here.

The company also set up a Web portal for its involvement with COP15. Microsoft's corporate policy on climate change is available as a PDF. UN Chief 'Optimistic' Deal Can be Reached in Copenhagen

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon tells reporters Copenhagen conference must be the turning point in global efforts to prevent runaway global warming and usher in a new era of environmentally sustainable growth.

VOA News, Margaret Besheer, The United Nations,  08 December 2009
The U.N. Secretary-General says he is "optimistic" a climate-change agreement can be reached in Copenhagen that will include specific recommendations on key elements that will take effect immediately.  
Ban Ki-moon told reporters this conference must be the turning point in global efforts to prevent runaway global warming and usher in a new era of environmentally sustainable growth.

While the United Nations has backed away from its hope of having a legally-binding treaty come out of Copenhagen, it still believes a serious agreement can be reached that will lead the way to a legally-binding one next year.

U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon told reporters he would go to the Danish capital next week to open the high-level segment that he expects will draw more than 100 heads of state and government.

"I am encouraged and I am optimistic.  I expect a robust agreement at Copenhagen summit meeting that will be effective immediately and include specific recommendations on mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology. This agreement will have an immediate operational effect," he said.

His remarks come as scientists released new data showing the first decade of this century will likely turn out to be the warmest ever.  The findings from the World Meteorological Association also predict 2009 will be the 5th warmest year since global record-keeping began in 1850.

Scientists warn that without an agreement to reduce so-called green house gas emissions, global temperatures will continue to rise, with the catastrophic consequences of extreme weather events, the spread of drought and disease, and the extinction of plant and animal species.

But climate change skeptics have seized on the recent theft of thousands of private e-mail messages from computer servers at a British climate research center to cast doubt on whether global warming is as serious as it has been made out to be.  Mr. Ban dismissed the scandal, saying he did not think it would affect the negotiations in Copenhagen.

"Nothing that has come out in the public as a result of the recent e-mail hackings has cast doubt on the basic scientific message on climate change, and that message is quite clear - that climate change is happening much, much faster than we realize and we human beings are the primary cause," he said.

Mr. Ban said he is encouraged that negotiations are proceeding well in Copenhagen, and he hopes the summit can achieve, among other things, ambitious mitigation targets for developed countries and their commitments of financial support to assist developing countries adapt to the impact of global warming.
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Future of humanity hinges on Copenhagen climate conference, Ban says
The outcome of the historic United Nations climate change conference under way in Copenhagen will have reverberations for the future of humanity and the planet, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today.

“We’ve come a long way in just two years’ time, but what we do now over the next two weeks [in Copenhagen] will determine how we fare,” Mr. Ban told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

Over 100 heads of State and government, such as United States President Barack Obama and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, as well as more than 15,000 participants, are set to take part in the event in the Danish capital, where nations are expected to wrap up agreement on an ambitious new climate change deal.

The Secretary-General today expressed optimism that an immediately effective “robust” agreement – which will include specific recommendations on mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology – will be reached.

“Copenhagen can and must be a turning point in the world’s efforts to prevent runaway climate change,” he underscored.
Unprecedented momentum has been drummed up towards clinching a new deal, Mr. Ban said. “Never have so many different nations of all size and economic status made so many pledges together.”

The Secretary-General will travel to Copenhagen next week to open the high-level segment of the gathering, which wraps up on 18 December.

The start of the conference yesterday was “very positive and encouraging,” with clear calls made for urgent action on climate change, said Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

A real difference will be made in Copenhagen only if it impels significant and concrete action after the conference ends, he stressed at a press conference today.

Negotiators, Mr. de Boer noted, must hammer out solid proposals on the issues of adaptation, mitigation, finance and technology to underpin an outcome.

He stressed that negotiators must make optimum use of this first week to prepare the groundwork on the issues of adaptation, mitigation, finance, technology, capacity-building and forests. 
This involves hammering out solid proposals that can constitute the foundations of an agreed outcome in Copenhagen.

The official also voiced confidence that the Copenhagen gathering will end with additional funds provided for developing countries to take action against climate change, with there being growing consensus for swift funding of at least $10 billion annually from now until 2012.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has found that to stave off the worst effects of climate change, industrialized countries must slash emissions by 25 to 40 per cent from 1990 levels by 2020, and that global emissions must be halved by 2050.

The year 2009 will likely be among the 10 warmest since climate records started being taken in 1850 and the 2000-2009 decade is also probably the warmest on record, the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) announced today.

Above-normal temperatures were recorded in most parts of the Earth’s continents, with large swathes of Southern Asia and Central Africa on track to have their warmest ever years in 2009.

Also recorded in many parts of the world this year were climate extremes, including devastating floods, severe droughts and snowstorms.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has unveiled a new $60 million programme to encourage sustainable low-emission agriculture in developing countries.

Agriculture is responsible for 14 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions, but the sector also has the potential to slash output by removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, according to FAO.

The five-year scheme will bring many countries, organizations and donors, and the agency announced today in Copenhagen that Finland has provided an initial contribution of nearly $4 million.

“The overall challenge we are facing is to transform the technical mitigation potential of agriculture into reality,” said FAO Assistant Director-General Alexander Müller.

Technologies and practices to sequester carbon in smallholder agriculture already exist, he pointed out. These include conservation, organic agriculture, no or low tillage and use of compost or mulch, and account for almost 90 per cent of agriculture’s potential to curb or remove emissions from the atmosphere.

“However, barriers to adoption of these technologies and practices are a key challenge that needs to be overcome,” Mr. Müller stressed. “The programme aims to unlock the enormous mitigation potential of agriculture.”

The new project seeks to set up a global database on both current and projected gas emissions in land and agriculture for key commodities, countries and region.
 Currently, no data exists on emissions from individual commodities by country or by region.
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Reuters: Reaction to EPA's climate change declaration 

8 December 2009
Business groups reacted with alarm and environmentalists with applause to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's formal declaration Monday that greenhouse gas emissions endanger human health, clearing the way for federal regulation.

BUSINESS:

KEITH MCCOY, VICE PRESIDENT OF ENERGY AND RESOURCES POLICY,

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS

"The NAM supports cost-effective efforts to address climate change but believes the appropriate authority to address this is through Congress. EPA is moving forward with an agenda that will put additional burdens on manufacturers, cost jobs and drive up the price of energy."

JACK GERARD, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE

"This action poses a threat to every American family and business if it leads to regulation of greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act. Such regulation would be intrusive, inefficient, and excessively costly. 
It could chill job growth and delay business expansion. 
The Clean Air Act was meant to control traditional air pollution, not greenhouse gases that come from every vehicle, home, factory and farm in America. 
A fit-for-purpose climate law is a much preferred solution."

CHARLES DREVNA, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL PETROCHEMICAL &

REFINERS ASSOCIATION

"Individual American consumers and businesses alike will be dramatically affected by this decision that, frankly, is based on selective science, a weak legal and policy foundation, and a failure to account for numerous uncertainties and assumptions in the models it relies on. This is yet another example of federal policymakers failing to consider the long-term consequences of a regulatory action for consumers and the economy as a whole."

DAVE MCCURDY, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ALLIANCE OF AUTOMOBILE

MANUFACTURERS

"All industries will be called upon to reduce carbon emissions. 
Automakers play an important role. 
More technology is on its way to market. We will need to use every engineer we have and every investment dollar available to make our vision of sustainable mobility a reality."

ENVIRONMENT:

CARL POPE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SIERRA CLUB

"As the major global warming summit begins this week in Copenhagen, this announcement couldn't come at a more important time. 
The Obama administration has followed through on its pledge to act and is demonstrating that the U.S. has turned away from eight years of inaction under the Bush administration."

EMILY FIGDOR, FEDERAL GLOBAL WARMING PROGRAM DIRECTOR,

ENVIRONMENT AMERICA

"This is the most significant step the federal government has taken on global warming. 
The stage is now set for EPA to hold the biggest global warming polluters accountable. 
The Senate also must act to set overall pollution-reduction goals and to accelerate the move to clean energy, but it's up to EPA to crack down on pollution from cars and mega industrial polluters, like coal-fired power plants."

CONGRESS:

REPRESENTATIVE EDWARD MARKEY, MASSACHUSETTS DEMOCRAT AND

CO-AUTHOR OF CARBON-CAPPING LEGISLATION:

"Now that the U.S. government has officially ended its era of climate denial, the real endangerment to our planet comes from those who continue to deny the science and delay taking any action. 
The finding that global warming pollution poses a threat to human health and our environment is based on mountains of data accumulated from thousands of scientists over the course of decades. 
The molehill recently manufactured by a few climate deniers does not change that. 
President Obama and the United States Congress can now travel to Copenhagen armed with regulatory credibility and emission reduction targets from the Waxman-Markey legislation. 
The world is watching, and the United States is acting."
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ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

S.G’s SPOKESMAN DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

8 December 2009 

BAN KI-MOON EXPECTS ROBUST AGREEMENT, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, FROM COPENHAGEN
· This morning, the Secretary-General spoke at UN headquarters about the climate change negotiations in Copenhagen. 
 

· He said he’s expecting a robust agreement that will be effective immediately and include specific recommendations on mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology. He said this agreement should have an immediate operational effect as soon as it is agreed.
 

· The Secretary-General says he is encouraged and optimistic. He said that never have so many different nations of all sizes and economic status made so many firm pledges together. 
 

· The Secretary-General was also asked about the recent email hacking incident. He’s very clear on this. He said that nothing that has come out in public has cast doubt on the basic scientific message on climate change. That message is quite clear; climate change is happening much faster than we realized and we human beings are the primary cause. 
 

· Asked whether the Secretary-General supports the creation of a World Environmental Organization, the Spokesperson said that the Secretary-General is aware of the proposals and may convene a high-level panel following the Copenhagen conference to see how UN bodies can move forward in dealing with climate change. There are many UN bodies dealing with environmental issues which may need to adapt their roles to deal with changing demands, he noted.
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UNEP News at COP-15
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Reuters: Reaction to EPA's Climate Change Declaration 











