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Horizon solutions (Blog): United Nations (UN) completes greenhouse gas inventory: challenge now to cut back emissions
15 December 2009

After one of the most wide-ranging and painstaking exercises ever undertaken across the United Nations system, the organization on October 15, 2009 announced its greenhouse gas footprint as part of a first step to manage these emissions down.  
The work, coordinated by the UN’s Environment Management Group (EMG), has covered emissions arising from the various UN agencies and its headquarters as well as field operations and peacekeeping missions in Africa and beyond.

 

The report, compiled in response to the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s determination to make the UN system a climate-friendly body, indicates that the biggest international body is emitting the equivalent of 1.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide annually, of which approximately 1 million tonnes comes from peacekeeping operations.

 

The total figure represents an emissions profile equal to 3.3 per cent of that produced by New York City—the UN’s host metropolis.

 

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and Chair of the EMG, said: “It is incumbent on every country and every organization including the UN to first measure, and then to measure down, its environmental impact.”

 

“The UN, under the leadership of Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, is determined to be part of the solution. This first ever inventory is just a stepping stone towards supporting the kind of goals that scientists deem necessary to combat climate change while realizing a low-carbon UN as part of a transition to a 21st century resource efficient international body,” he added.

 

The report, launched during the UN Climate Convention meeting in Copenhagen, is entitled "Moving Towards a Climate Neutral UN: The UN system's footprint and efforts to reduce it."

 

It includes greenhouse gas inventory data from UN headquarters and major centers, down to its peacekeeping and field office operations.
 It covers the full range of the institutions that make up the UN system, from the Secretariat and its regional economic commissions, to the specialized

agencies, funds and programmes.

 

The inventory uses a common approach and methodology. It gives a detailed picture of the total footprint of the biggest international body and its more than 200,000 personnel.  
It also includes an overview of the initial steps that have been taken by the organization to manage its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as well as a few examples of offsetting.

 

The aggregated GHG emissions of the UN system organizations for their facility operations, travel and peacekeeping operations in 2008 are estimated at just over 1.7 million tonnes of CO2equivalents. When excluding peacekeeping operations, the emissions are approximately 770,000tonnes of CO2 equivalents. Air travel is responsible for roughly half of the emissions produced.

 

The report lists each institution’s experiences, emissions reduction efforts and next steps towards climate neutrality. Several UN system organizations are committed to substantial emissions reductions and are implementing measures to reduce emissions from their facilities and travel.

 

Five UN system organizations have declared themselves climate-neutral or carbon-neutral. Another six organizations have made specific high-profile events or meetings entirely or partially climate neutral.

 

The UN system has announced its next step as scaling up to sustainable management systems in the UN, which will address, in a holistic and systematic manner, the full range of sustainability issues.

 

From 2010 onwards, the UN’s EMG will coordinate the move from a greenhouse gas inventory and collection of success stories towards a common approach on emission reductions throughout the United Nations system and emission reduction strategies with targets for each UN institution.
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Jakarta Post (Indonesia): Ocean issues dropped from negotiating climate text

16 December 2009
Indonesia has to work hard to re-raise the issue surrounding the ocean’s role in climate change after the ongoing Copenhagen climate talks decided to drop it from the negotiating draft text on emissions cuts.
To make it worse, Indonesia will likely struggle alone to lobby parties into putting the ocean issue back on the draft text before being adopted as a conference decision. Most negotiators preferred to focus on emissions cuts targets and financing affairs.
“Indonesia will continue fighting to mainstream ocean issues in the climate talks to once again include them in the negotiating text,” negotiator Hendra Yusran Siry told journalists on the sidelines of the conference.
He said Indonesia expected the conference to recognize that marine ecosystems were also vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.
Draft text only says developing countries with fragile mountainous regions are vulnerable to severe impacts of climate change.
The draft text of the long commitment agreements (LCA), as an umbrella for ocean issues, would be submitted to the ministerial meeting on Wednesday.
Before the Copenhagen talks, ocean and marine issues had been found in at least 18 paragraphs of the 161-page draft text. But after the president of the conference tabled the seven-page draft text last week, all paragraphs related to ocean and marine issues were omitted.
Ocean and marine-related issues are now mentioned only in draft texts on adaptation, technology transfer and capacity building under the convention.
Hendra said the ocean faced the serious twin impacts of greenhouse gas emissions and acidification, which would bleach coral reefs.
Indonesia — which hosted the initial World Ocean Conference and the Coral Triangle Initiative in Manado, North Sulawesi, last May — has called for prioritizing ocean issues in negotiations at the Copenhagen talks. 
The country has set up a road map to table the Manado Ocean Declaration (MOD) in climate talks, from Bonn climate meeting to last month’s Barcelona conference.
The MOD requires adaptation funds and technology transfers to help ocean countries — including Indonesia — deal with climate change.
Oceans cover three quarters of the Earth surface and provide 50 percent of the world’s oxygen. A study has found that ocean acidification levels could increase by 100 times by 2050, which will lead to massive coral bleaching, destroying thousands of reefs, feeding grounds for most of the world’s fish species.
The study, made by the United Nation Environmental Program (UNEP) and World Conservation Monitoring Center, said that by 2100, about 70 percent of cold water corals would be exposed to corrosive waters.
It says seas and oceans absorbed about one quarter of carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted to the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuel, deforestation and human activities.
As more CO2 has been emitted into the atmosphere, the ocean has absorbed greater amounts at increasingly rapid rates.
However, the absorption of atmospheric CO2 had resulted in changes to chemical balance of oceans, causing them to become more acidic.
“Ocean acidification is irreversible on time scales of at least tens of thousands of years, and substantial damage to ocean ecosystems can only be avoided by urgent and rapid reductions in global emissions of CO2.
 Attention must be given to integration of this critical issue at global climate change debate in Copenhagen,” said Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention Biodiversity (CBD).
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Reuters: Billion tree campaign patron Wangari Maathai appointed UN messenger of peace
15 December 2009
The Nobel Peace Prize laureate and green advocate Wangari Maathai became a United Nations Messenger of Peace with a special focus on the environment and climate change, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced today.
Ms. Maathai of Kenya was inducted as a Messenger of Peace at a ceremony in Copenhagen, where the UN climate change conference is taking place.
"Professor Maathai's lifetime record of environmental achievement, education and grassroot activism makes her an ideal choice," said Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
 "This award recognises her tireless work as one of the world's most effective and persuasive advocates for a greener world, where everyday citizen actions combined with policy go hand in hand to catalyze a transition to a low carbon, resource efficient green economy so urgently needed," he added.
Professor Maathai, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004, founded the grassroots group known as the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 40 million trees on community lands across Africa and has worked to improve environmental conservation and reduce poverty.
The only African woman to win that award, Professor Maathai has also served as a Government minister, lawmaker, academic and women's rights advocate over the past four decades.
Messengers of Peace are individuals widely recognized for their talents in the arts, academia, sports, entertainment and other fields who work to help raise worldwide awareness of UN ideals and activities.
"We are delighted by the Secretary General's choice today as we know that when the Professor speaks, people listen and take note," added Mr. Steiner. "Ms Maathai with her knowledge, experience and passion is one of the most effective and persuasive voices of the environment today."
The other Messengers of Peace and their areas of focus include: conductor Daniel Barenboim (peace and tolerance); actor George Clooney (peacekeeping); author Paulo Coelho (poverty and intercultural dialogue); actor Michael Douglas (disarmament); primatologist Jane Goodall (conservation and environmental issues) and violinist Midori Goto (Millennium Development Goals and Youth).
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Reuters: UN Announces Greenhouse Gas Footprint in First Step to Cutting Emissions

15 December 2009
After one of the most wide-ranging and painstaking exercises ever undertaken across the United Nations system, the organization today announced its greenhouse gas footprint as part of a first step to manage these emissions down.

The work, coordinated by the UN's Environmental Management Group (EMG), has covered emissions arising from the various UN agencies and its headquarters as well as field operations and peacekeeping missions in Africa and beyond.
The report, compiled in response to the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon's determination to make the UN system a climate-friendly body, indicates that the biggest international body is emitting the equivalent of 1.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide annually, of which approximately 1 million tonnes comes from peacekeeping operations.
The total figure represents an emissions profile equal to 3.3 per cent of that produced by New York City-the UN's host metropolis.
Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme and Chair of the EMG, said: "It is incumbent on every country and every organization including the UN to first measure, and then to measure down, its environmental impact".
"The UN, under the leadership of Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, is determined to be part of the solution. 
This first ever inventory is just a stepping stone towards supporting the kind of goals that scientists deem necessary to combat climate change while realizing a low carbon UN as part of a transition to a 21st century resource efficient international body," he added.
The report, launched during the UN climate convention meeting in Copenhagen, is entitled "Moving Towards a Climate Neutral UN: The UN system's footprint and efforts to reduce it".
It includes greenhouse gas inventory data from UN headquarters and major centres, down to its peacekeeping and field office operations.
 It covers the full range of the institutions that make up the UN system, from the Secretariat and its regional economic commissions, to the specialized agencies, funds and programmes.
The inventory uses a common approach and methodology. It gives a detailed picture of the total footprint of the biggest international body and its more than 200 000 personnel.
 It also includes an overview of the initial steps that have been taken by the organization to manage its greenhouse gas emissions as well as a few examples of offsetting.
The aggregated GHG emissions of the UN system organizations for their facility operations travel and peacekeeping operations in 2008 are estimated at just over 1.7 million tonnes of CO2 equivalents.
 When excluding peacekeeping operations, the emissions are approximately 770,000 tonnes of CO2 equivalents. Air travel is responsible for roughly half of the emissions produced.
The report lists each institution's experiences, emissions reduction efforts and next steps towards climate neutrality. 
Several UN system organizations are committed to substantial emissions reductions and are implementing measures to reduce emissions from their facilities and travel.
Five UN system organizations have declared themselves climate-neutral or carbon-neutral. Another six organizations have made specific high-profile events or meetings entirely or partially climate neutral.

The UN system has announced its next step as scaling up to sustainable management systems in the UN, which will address, in a holistic and systematic manner, the full range of sustainability issues.
From 2010 onwards, the UN's EMG will coordinate the move from a greenhouse gas inventory and collection of success stories towards a common approach on emission reductions throughout the United Nations system and emission reduction strategies with targets for each UN institution.
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Associated Content (Blog): Public Incentives Help Promote Sustainable Private Sector Job and Income Growth in Developed and Developing Countries
15 December 2009
With the Kyoto Protocol set to expire in 2012 and UN Framework Convention on Climate Change negotiations currently underway in Copenhagen, some people insist that the post-Kyoto international treaty should be even tougher. 
While many people and organizations want to set higher Greenhouse Gas emission reduction targets, there remains considerable resistance to this idea. 
Political efforts to curb pollution, protect forests, and avert climate change have thus far been inadequate, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner (2008) says. 
Steiner points out how huge banking bailouts had been mobilized in just four weeks, while the response to climate change remains slow after two decades of steadily increasing scientific evidence of global danger, documented by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and many other institutions. 
From 1981 to 2005, the global economy more than doubled, but 60% of the world's ecosystems—for example, fisheries and forests—were either degraded or overused. "That's the balance sheet of our planet right now," Steiner stated. 

"We are living in exceptional times.
 Scientists tell us that we have 10 years to change the way we live, avert the depletion of natural resources and the catastrophic evolution of the Earth's climate," said Yann Arthus-Bertrand, photographer and activist in a 2009 video made for Copenhagen Climate Conference entitled "I Have Hope."
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Euractiv(Germany):Copenhaga sarbatoreste, miercuri, Ora Pamantului

15 December 2009 
Luminile din Copenhaga vor fi stinse timp de o ora, miercuri, incepand cu ora 19.00. Capitala care gazduieste summit-ul pentru mediu sarbatoreste astfel Ora Pamantului. La finalul evenimentului, Secretarul General al ONU, Ban Ki-moon, va accepta mesajul trimis de sute de milioane de oameni din toate colturile lumii prin intermediul "People's Orb" si il va transmite mai departe liderilor mondiali reuniti la masa dezbaterilor. 
"People’s Orb" este o impresionanta sfera de argint cu diametrul de 20 cm, care contine 350 GB de povesti, voci si imagini ale oamenilor de pe intrega planeta, cerand o actiune ferma din partea liderilor in ceea ce priveste stoparea schimbarilor climatice. 

Mesajul "People’s Orb" poarta sperantele si visele a sute de milioane de oameni din intreaga lume, inclusiv ale romanilor care au participat la actiuni WWF precum Ora Pamantului sau Caravana Climei. 

La finalul evenimentulu, cand luminile din Copenhaga se vor reaprinde, sfera va fi inmanata de catre reprezentantii WWF, secretarului General al ONU, Ban Ki-moon. 

Sfera "People`s Orb" a fost inaugurata pe 4 decembrie in Australia, continentul cel mai afectat de schimbarile climatice si locul in care s-a sarbatorit pentru prima data Ora Pamantului, in 2007. 

De atunci, "People’s Orb" a calatorit spre Copenhaga la bordul celebrului tren Climate Express, fiind purtat pe traseu de mai multe personalitati, precum directorul executiv al UNEP(United Nations Environmental Programme), Clever Moore, primarul orasului Sydney, sau actorul american Bradley Whitfield. 

"People’s Orb" mai contine inca suficienta memorie pentru a stoca o ultima poveste, cea care va rezuma concluziile Conferintei de la Copenhaga.

BAN KI-MOON FACE APEL LA CONSENS PE TEMA SCHIMBARILOR CLIMATICE 

Secretarul general ONU ii indeamna pe negociatorii prezenti la Copenhaga la Conferinta Mondiala asupra Climei sa-si dubleze eforturile pentru a ajunge la un acord. Reprezentantul ONU e asteptat marti in capitala daneza. 

Dupa ce si-au suspendat prezenta in semn de protest pentru a-si exprima frustrarea, tarile africane au revenit si ele la masa negocierilor. 

De la Washington, presedintele Barack Obama afirma ca ar dori sa se ajunga la un acord care sa cuprinda masuri semnificative. 

Presedintele american va fi prezent vineri, in ultima zi a reuniunii. 

La Copenhaga politia a intervenit si a imprastiat grupurile care ridicasera baricade si le-au incendiat.
MESAJUL WWF, LAFARGE SI WORLDGBC PENTRU NEGOCIATORII DE LA COPENHAGA
Consiliul Mondial pentru Cladiri Verzi (WorldGBC) solicita statelor participante la COP15, prin vocea presedintelui Tony Arnel, sa ajunga la un acord privind platforma de instrumente legislative

care si-au dovedit eficienta si sa sprijine mecanisme pentru actiune adaptate diverselor industrii si comunitati, pentru a reduce emisiile de gaze cu efect de sera ale cladirilor.
IN MOD SPECIFIC, ACEASTA PLATFORMA AR TREBUI SA INCLUDA:
- Utilizarea unor sisteme de certificare prin intermediul consiliilor voluntare pentru cladiri verzi si organizatiilor asociate, pentru a conduce transformarea "verde" a pietei imobiliare.
- Adoptarea unor standarde minime de eficienta energetica a cladirilor prin intermediul unor coduri de constructii nationale.
- Initiative fiscale pentru incurajarea investitiilor in proiecte care imbunatatesc eficienta energetica si reduc emisiile de GES in cladirile noi si cele existente.
- Masuratori si obiective de performanta privind emisiile, pentru fondul national construit, inclusiv o reducere neta de 50% in sector, pana in 2030.
La nivel global, sectorul constructiilor consuma mai mult de o treime din necesarul energetic al lumii si, in cele mai multe tari, este cea mai mare sursa de emisii de GES, contribuind semnificativ la schimbarile climatice globale.

"Sprijinim negocierile internationale privind aspectele climatice care sunt acum in desfasurare cu scopul de a ajunge la un acord astfel incat emisiile globale sa atinga un varf si sa inceapa sa scada cat mai curand posibil", arata o pozitie comuna a organizatiei pentru conservarea mediului - WWF si compania producatoare de ciment - Lafarge.

"Credem ca o solutie sectoriala in industriile intensive din punctul de vedere al energiei si carbonului trebuie sa reprezinte o combinatie intre diferite politici, inclusiv limite de reducere a emisiilor absolute in tarile dezvoltate. Pentru tarile in curs de dezvoltare, abordarile sectoriale trebuie sa contina obiective esentiale de reducere a emisiilor la nivel national, in mod ideal bazate pe standardele privind cele mai bune tehnologii disponibile si exprimate ca tinte specifice pentru emisiile per unitate produse.

Deoarece se preconizeaza ca productia de ciment, impulsionata de cererea in crestere din tarile in curs de dezvoltare, aproape se va dubla pana in 2030, Lafarge si WWF considera abordarile sectoriale drept cele mai practice modalitati de a obtine o viteza si proportie mai mari in ceea priveste atenuarea efectelor climatice, in cadrul unui acord global privind clima", se arata in comunicarea WWF-Lafarge.
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Norges Skogeierforbund (Oslo): Plantet trær under klimakonferansen

16 December 2009

Fire hundre danske skolebarn plantet trær sammen med nobelprisvinner Wangari Maathai og miljøvernminister Troels Lund Poulsen 8. desember. Plantingen fant sted rett ved senteret for klimakonferansen COP 15 og markerte skogens betydning.

Dansk Skovforening arrangerte 8. desember en skoleskogdag sammen med den danske delen av skoleskogprogrammet "Lære med skogen". 400 skolebarn plantet skog rett ved Bella-senteret sammen tildigere nobelprisvinner Wangari Maathai, den danske miljøvernminister Troels Lund Poulsen og direktør Satinder Bindra fra United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Kanskje har ikke markeringen stor innvirkning på forhandlingene i COP 15, men desto mer internt blant deltagerne i skoleskogplantingene over hele verden. De fremmøtte ga klare signaler om at skogplanting er et viktig bidrag til å bremse klimaendringene og at arbeid med barn og ungdom er nøkkelen til en mer kunnskapsrik generasjon.

Lære med skogen-"general" i Norge, Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad ved Skogbrukets Kursinstitutt, er for tiden koordinator for aktivitene i hele den internasjonale Learning about Forests (LEAF). Han forteller at det japanske Panasonic-konsernet sponser dette arbeidet. Gjennom LEAFs samarbeid med Panasonic er det i i løpet av året gitt økonomisk støtte til å organisere skoleskogplanting i 33 land over hele verden. Totalt har Panasonic finansiert 264 000 trær, derav 45 000 i Norge. 

- Resultatet er imidlertid dobbelt så stort! Nesten 500 000 trær er blitt plantet av elever i sammenheng med undervisning om skog og klima, og 90 000 trær er blitt plantet av elever i Norge, forteller Bjørnstad.

Bildet viser miljøvernminister Troels Lund Poulsen og Wangari Maathai. Foto: Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad.
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COP-15 in the News

AFP: World leaders gather amid warnings on climate pact

16 DECEMBER 2009
World leaders gather at climate talks on Wednesday after UN chief Ban Ki-moon urged them to seize a "defining moment in history" and seal a global pact to halt the juggernaut of climate change.
Negotiators in Copenhagen have just three days left to broker one of the most ambitious yet complex deals in human history, but days of bitter wrangling between key players have provoked grim warnings of failure.
China and the United States -- the world's two biggest carbon polluters -- have brushed aside European calls for concessions on reduction ofgreenhouse gas emissions, the thorniest issue of all at the UN talks.

The summit aims to secure national pledges to curb the heat-trapping carbon gases wreaking havoc with Earth's climate system, and set up a mechanism to provide billions of dollars for poor countries facing worsening drought, flood, storms and rising seas. Related article: UN system to cut its carbon footprint.
Ban told world leaders at the opening of the full ministerial session on Tuesday they faced a "defining moment in history."
"We know what we must do. We know what the world expects. Our job here and now is to seal the deal, a deal in our common interest."
Talks were moving too slowly, he warned, making it difficult for the leaders to reach agreement in the remaining days.
British Prime Minister Gordon Brown said sealing a deal was going to be "very difficult" with many issues to be resolved.
Former US vice president and environmental activist Al Gore called for world leaders to meet in Mexico City in July to complete the process.
But reflecting the deadlock, a new draft text gave no figures for a long-term goal of reducing emissions, a peak for emissions, an intended limit to warming, nor on financing for poor countries exposed to climate change.
These core questions were farmed out to small parties of ministers, charged with brokering a consensus by Friday when some 120 heads of state and government are to reach an outline political deal.
Any Copenhagen pact would be fleshed out next year in further talks, culminating in a treaty that would take effect from 2013.
Conference chairwoman Connie Hedegaard of Denmark said success was still within reach.

But she added: "We can't risk failure. No one here can carry that responsibility. That means that the keyword for the next two days must be compromise."
But both China and the United States appeared in little mood to move on the key issue of emissions.
US President Barack Obama has offered to cut US carbon emissions by 17 percent by 2020 over a 2005 benchmark, a figure that aligns with legislation put before the US Congress.
The offer by the United States, the world's second biggest polluter after China, has been widely criticised by other parties as inadequate.
"I am not anticipating any change in the mitigation commitment," said US chief delegate Todd Stern, explaining that it was tied to legislation currently before Congress.
Beijing's climate ambassador said China's voluntary plan for braking the forecast growth in its emissions was not open to negotiation.
"We announced those targets, we don't intend to put them up for discussion," Yu Qingtai told reporters.
China also said Wednesday it was opposed to "carbon tariffs" being imposed on the developing world, an idea floated in Europe and the United States.
Europe, which has already pledged to reduce emissions by 20 percent by 2020 in comparison with 1990 and offered to go to 30 percent if others follow suit, said the big polluters had to relent on cuts.
"There are two countries in the world representing half the emissions of the world, and that's the United States and China," said Swedish Environment Minister Andreas Carlgren, representing the 27-nation European Union.
European powerhouse Germany likewise pointed the finger. Related Article: Merkel 'nervous' climate talks could fail.
"Both want to keep every option open up to the last hours of the conference... We don't have much time left," said its environment minister Norbert Roettgen.
EU leaders last week agreed a package of 7.2 billion Euros (10.6 billion dollars) in aid to help developing countries tackle global warming. Related article: Long queues, restrictions spark anger at UN climate talks.
But the Group of 77 developing nations -- actually a caucus of 130 states that includes China -- said the proposal failed to address the issue of setting up long-term financing mechanisms.
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COP15: Schwarzenegger says states key to climate fight

15 December 2009
In a speech planned Tuesday before the UN climate conference in Copenhagen, Schwarzenegger will encourage international agreements but say that won't be enough to combat global warming.

"The world's governments alone cannot make the progress that is needed on global climate change," Schwarzenegger says in remarks prepared for delivery at the 192-nation conference. 
"They need the cities, the states, the provinces, the regions. They need the corporations, the activists, the scientists, the universities."

President Barack Obama and more than 100 other national leaders were heading to Copenhagen in hopes of forging the framework of a plan to limit the causes of global warming.

Schwarzenegger was invited to address the conference to highlight the efforts of states and other local governments, said his spokesman, Aaron McLear.

Schwarzenegger committed California to cutting greenhouse gas emissions three years ago.

California is on track to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, about a 30 percent cut from projected emissions. The statewide mandate was the first in the United States.
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AFP: Brown warns sealing climate deal 'very difficult'

15 December 2009
Prime Minister Gordon Brown said securing a deal on climate change was going to be "very difficult," as he arrived in Copenhagen late Tuesday for the crunch talks.
But Brown said he was determined to work with all countries to get the job done, despite the "many issues to be sorted out" at the UN summit in the Danish capital ahead of the Friday deadline.
"I accept it’s very difficult for ... there are a number of problems that still have got to be sorted out, but we will be doing everything we can," Brown told the BBC.
"We will be working with all countries to make sure we get an agreement, and I’m determined to use all my efforts over the next few days, with meetings tonight and early tomorrow morning, to get the agreement that we need."
He also said: "It’s possible that we will not get an agreement and it’s also true that there are many issues to be sorted out."
UN chief Ban Ki-moon earlier urged world leaders to put aside selfish national interest and halt the juggernaut of climate change.
But China and the United States -- the world's two biggest carbon polluters -- brushed aside European calls for concessions on emissions reductions, the thorniest issue of all.
The summit aims to seal national pledges to curb the heat-trapping carbon gases that cause climate change, and set up a mechanism to provide billions of dollars for poor countries facing worsening drought, flood, and rising seas.
Brown earlier said he "wholeheartedly" supported proposals put forward during a meeting with Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi to assist African nations in meeting the challenge of global warming.
Brown also slammed climate change skeptics, saying the consequences of global warming were already hitting Africa.
"Climate change in Africa is not a matter of dispute between science and pernicious ignorance," he said in a statement released by Downing Street.
"It is happening now, felt every day by millions of people as drought and water scarcity and visibly changing seasons."
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Reuters: Obama sees climate deal as summit deadline nears
15 December 2009

President Barack Obama has expressed confidence a climate deal can be clinched as dozens of world leaders gather on Wednesday to try to break a deadlock at U.N. climate talks.
"The president believes that we can get an operational agreement that makes sense in Copenhagen," White House spokesman Robert Gibbstold a briefing in Washington on Tuesday, three days before a deadline on a new U.N. deal to combat climate change.
Leaders including Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe and British Prime Minister Gordon Brown were set to give speeches at the December 7-18 climate meeting, until now dominated by environment ministers.
The world leaders have until a main summit on Friday to agree a deal under a deadline set at a meeting in Bali, Indonesia, in 2007. Negotiations since Bali have been marred by mistrust between rich and poor nations.
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton wrote in an International Herald Tribune opinion piece on Tuesday that success in Copenhagen demanded that all major economies take decisive action and agree to a system that is transparent and trusted.
"The president believes that to get an agreement that is truly operational, that we have to have that -- that transparency. That's one of the things that he'll work on as we go forward," Gibbs said.
As the deadline approaches for a pact that would favor a shift to low-carbon businesses, some politicians are warning of the risks of failure in the 193-nation negotiations, even as they urge compromises to allow a breakthrough.
"It's possible that we will not reach agreement and it's also true that there are many issues to be sorted out," Brown said in Copenhagen on Tuesday night.
"In these very hours we are balancing between success and failure," said Danish President of the two-week meeting, Connie Hedegaard, at the opening of a high-level phase of the talks on Tuesday night.
A formal summit of more than 120 world leaders on Thursday and Friday is due to agree a global deal to slow rising temperatures set to cause heat waves, floods, desertification and rising ocean levels.
Environment ministers have been meeting since the weekend, trying to ease splits between rich and poor nations about sharing out the burden of curbs in emissions of greenhouse gases and raising billions of dollars in new funds to help the poor.
DEEPER CUTS IN GREENHOUSE GASES

"The absolute core benchmark for success is for the first time in history to have an agreement between rich and poor countries on this common challenge," Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said in Copenhagen.
The United Nations wants developed nations to cut their greenhouse gas emissions more deeply than planned by 2020, wants developing countries to do more to slow their rising emissions and wants billions of dollars in aid to help the poor.
China, the United States, Russia and India are the top emitters and have all set goals for curbing emissions in recent months. But rich and poor nations are demanding more than the other side is willing to give.
A major hurdle is that the United States has not yet passed legislation capping its emissions -- unlike all its main industrial allies.
Friends of the Earth said that South African Nobel Peace Prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu wrote to all African leaders urging them to insist on a deal to limit global warming to a temperature rise of 1.5 Celsius over pre-industrial times.
Many nations favor an easier 2.0 Celsius limit.
"A global goal of about 2 Celsius is to condemn Africa to incineration and no modern development," according to a copy of the letter. Tutu said that it would be better "to have no deal than to have a bad deal."
But Brown said the costs of failure to rein in greenhouse gases, mainly from burning fossil fuels, could be huge.
Inaction would cause "a reduction in our national income of up to 20 percent, an economic catastrophe equivalent in this century to the impact of two world wars and the Great Depression in the last," he said in a statement on arrival in Copenhagen.
Major U.S. businesses including Duke Energy, Microsoft and Dow Chemical called for tough U.S. emissions cuts which would mobilize a shift to a greener economy.
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AP: Outcome unclear as leaders arrive at climate talks

15 December 2009
The success of the U.N. climate conference hung in the balance Tuesday as China and the U.S. deadlocked over whether Beijing will allow the world to check its books and verify promised cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.
Princes, presidents and premiers crowded into a vast hall for the formal opening of the largest summit ever held on climate change, but attention was on the leaders of the world's two largest polluters —President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Wen Jiabao — who plan to arrive for the final days of talks on a framework to control heat-trapping gases.

Negotiators who have been working for 10 days floated new draft documents on lesser issues. But they left open the vexing questions of emissions targets for industrial countries, billions of dollars a year in funding for poor countries to contend with global warming, and verifying the actions of emerging powers like China to ensure they keep their promises.
"In these very hours, we are balancing between success and failure," said conference president Connie Hedegaard of Denmark. Success is possible, she said, "but I must also warn you: We can fail — probably without anyone really wanting it so, but because we spent too much time on posturing, on repeating positions, on formalities."
The rest of the 115 leaders were expected to arrive before Friday's summit finale to sign a political outline of a global warming treaty that would set limits on carbon dioxide pollution by the United States, China, India as well as extending emissions targets for the 37 countries regulated under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.
"There is no understatement that with your signatures you will write our future," Britain's Prince Charles told the conference.
As the conference headed into the final stretch, delegates were disheartened that so many large and small issues remained unresolved, with prospects for a meaningful agreement receding.
Prodipto Ghosh, a member of the Indian delegation, said the negotiations were "not going good" and that fundamental differences between rich and poor nations would be "difficult to bridge" by the end of the week.
Experienced negotiators recall many previous conferences where the deal was done in the final overnight session, against all odds.
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton was coming Thursday to hold a round of private consultations in preparation for Obama's arrival a day later, said an official in Washington, speaking on condition of anonymity because the trip has not been formally announced.
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he was positive about a deal but also expressed frustration with the progress to date.
"I'm afraid that negotiations have been too slow," Ban said. "I think all the countries can and must do more."
Delegates were nearing a deal to protect tropical forests, although several substantive issues remained unresolved, including targets for reducing deforestation and money to pay for conservation plans and how that money would be raised, according to the latest draft of a text seen by The Associated Press.
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Reuters: Mugabe to join climate talks under U.N. loophole

15 December 2009
Denmark's Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen said that Mugabe was allowed to attend the Copenhagen climate conference because of rules that permit him to attend U.N. meetings, over-riding European Union and United States travel bans.
"That is the spirit of the U.N. -- that the world needs a place where we can meet with those we basically don't like.
 And I guess that is how you can characterize the person you're asking about," Rasmussen said when questioned about Mugabe.
Mugabe's arrival prompted local media to ask whether Danish leaders would shake the 85-year-old African leader's hand and whether, as elder statesman, Mugabe will be seated next to Denmark's Queen Margrethe at a dinner on Thursday for heads of state and government attending the climate conference.
Mugabe, in power since 1980, is one of more than 110 world leaders attending the final two days of the conference that is trying to reach a global climate agreement.
Upon arrival, Mugabe said he expected from the Copenhagen conference "what everybody else hopes to get -- an agreement."
He denied feeling isolated. "I am a member of the world population. I'm only one dot in the population. I am a member of the world. Why should I feel isolated?"
U.S. President Barack Obama, who has called Mugabe a "dictator," is to attend the Copenhagen conference on Friday.
Mugabe is a pariah in the West, blamed by critics for plunging his southern African country into poverty through authoritarian rule, economic mismanagement and corruption.
He has blamed the West for ruining his country with sanctions, which he says are in retaliation for the seizing of white-owned farms on behalf of landless blacks.
He rules Zimbabwe under a 2008 power-sharing agreement with his political rival, Morgan Tsvangirai.
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LA Times (US):U.N. chief weighs in on climate talk expectations

16 December 2009
Reporting from The United Nations - As negotiations for a global climate change convention entered their final stages in Copenhagen, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon sat down with Times Foreign Editor Bruce Wallace to discuss the prospects for a deal, and whether rich nations are looking to curb the United Nations' role in overseeing the billions of dollars that may be transferred from the developed to the developing world.

Ban said he expected to see a final, legally binding agreement signed by the middle of next year.

IS A POLITICAL DEAL IN COPENHAGEN STILL POSSIBLE?

We need to have a very strong, robust, binding political deal that will have an immediate operational effect. This is not going to be a political declaration, just for the sake of declaration. 
It is going to be a binding political deal, which will lead to a legally binding treaty next year.

I'm a perfectionist -- sort of. Everybody wants to have a perfect deal.

But if we insist on agreeing to everything upfront, all the nitty-gritty in Copenhagen, then it may lead us nowhere, to any agreement at all.

THERE HAS BEEN TALK OF REDUCING THE U.N.'S ROLE IN FUTURE CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY AND ALLOWING WESTERN-LED INSTITUTIONS TO OVERSEE HOW THE DEVELOPING WORLD SPENDS ANY MONEY IT RECEIVES FROM DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. CAN THERE BE A DEAL THAT EXCLUDES THE U.N.?

How can you scrap the role of the United Nations? The United Nations has global reach.

The United Nations will be there and should be involved in this implementation process.

One of the principles agreed upon is that all commitments should be reportable, measurable and verifiable. This is what has been agreed by both developed and developing countries.

We will establish a global governance structure to monitor and manage the implementation of this. Experts from both worlds should participate.

DO DEVELOPED COUNTRIES OWE A CARBON DEBT TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES?

Developed countries have political and moral responsibilities, therefore they have to do more, first of all by coming out with ambitious targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and they should be prepared to provide financial support.

We have pretty good agreement on short-term, fast-track financial support in the order of $10 billion for the coming three years. When we agree on a politically binding agreement, this will have immediate operational effect, including financial support from next year.

DOES PRESIDENT OBAMA'S DECISION TO ATTEND THIS WEEK MEAN A DEAL IS LIKELY?

The U.S. has had very serious, in-depth bilateral engagement with China and India.

And I believe that the fact that President Obama has agreed to participate himself may suggest that the U.S. has some better understandings on what China and India will do. He has been instrumental in changing the political dynamics of this debate.
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AP: China accuses developed countries on climate

15 December 2009
China accused developed countries Tuesday of backsliding on what it said were their obligations to fight climate change and warned that the U.N. climate talks in Copenhagen had entered a critical stage.
In sharp comments made as the atmosphere at the U.N. climate conference in Copenhagen grows more divisive, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu said there had been "some regression" on the part of developed countries on their position regarding financial support.
The change in their position "will hamper the Copenhagen conference," Jiang told a regular news conference in Beijing.
China and the United States — the world's top two carbon polluters — have been at odds in Copenhagen.
In Beijing's view, the U.S. and other rich nations have a heavy historical responsibility to cut emissions, and any climate deal should take into account a country's development level.
China, the world's largest polluter, is grouped with the developing nations at the talks. But the U.S. doesn't consider China one of the neediest countries when it comes to giving those nations financial aid.
"We still maintain that developed countries have the obligation to provide financial support," Jiang said, adding that it was "the key condition for the success of the Copenhagen conference."
The talks were suspended for most of Monday's session — a sign of the developing nations' deep distrust of the promises by industrial countries to cut greenhouse gas emissions.
There are only days left before the conference closes Friday, and the wrangle over emission reductions froze a timetable for government ministers to negotiate a host of complex issues. 
Though procedural in nature, the Africa-led suspension went to the core of suspicions by poor countries that wealthier ones were trying to soften their commitments and evade penalties for missing their targets.
Talks were halted most of the day, resuming only after conference president Connie Hedegaard of Denmark assured developing countries she was not trying to kill the Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 document that requires industrial nations to cut emissions and imposes penalties if they fail to do so. Kyoto makes no demands on developing countries.
President Barack Obama, Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao and more than 110 other world leaders are scheduled to arrive in Copenhagen in the next several days to cap two years of negotiations on an agreement to succeed Kyoto.
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AP: Pope calls for action on climate change

15 December 2009
Pope Benedict XVI called for urgent action to protect the environment, saying Tuesday that climate change and natural catastrophes threaten the rights to life, food, health — and ultimately peace.
In his annual message on the Roman Catholic Church's World Day of Peace, the pope argued that the world's economic, social, and environmental problems are moral crises that require mankind to rethink its way of living.
"We can no longer do without a real change of outlook which will result in new life-styles," he said, touching again on a theme that has earned him a reputation as the "green pope."
Benedict called on advanced societies to adopt "more sober lifestyles," reducing energy consumption and favoring energy-efficient policies. 
He encouraged research into ways to exploit solar energy, to manage forests and to improve waste disposal.
Action is more pressing than ever "in the face of signs of a growing crisis which it would be irresponsible not to take seriously," he said.
The Roman Catholic Church marks the World Day of Peace on Jan.1. but the pope's message to world leaders is released by the Vatican in advance.
The message this year comes as world leaders are arriving for high-profile climate talks in Copenhagen designed to hammer out a deal to curb emissions of the heat-trapping greenhouse gases that cause global warming.

Noting that climate change, and resulting desertification, could push millions into poverty, hunger, conflict and displacement, the pope said: "All these are issues with a profound impact on the exercise of human rights, such as the right to life, food, health and development."
Benedict said industrialized countries should recognize their responsibility for the current environmental crisis and show solidarity toward developing nations. 
However, emerging countries are not exempt from their own responsibility and there is a need for internationally-coordinated action, he said.
Talks in Copenhagen hit a snag Monday when developing countries temporarily boycotted, fearing wealthier countries were going back on promises to cut greenhouse gases. 
Deep divisions remain between rich and poor countries, particularly over financing for developing countries to deal with global warming.
Environmental protection is a theme close to Benedict's heart and he has made frequent calls to save the planet.
During his papacy, the Vatican has been taking steps toward greater environmental sustainability, joining a reforestation project aimed at offsetting its CO2 emissions, and has installed solar cells on the roof of its main auditorium.
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AFP: Campaign urges Britons to act on climate change
15 December 2009
As the Copenhagen summit continues this week, the head of a campaign to get Britons to cut their carbon emissions insists we can all make a difference in the fight against climate change.

10:10 aims to encourage individuals, companies and institutions to reduce their carbon footprints by 10 percent during 2010.
Campaign founder Franny Armstrong says the idea is simple: those signing up must commit to "seriously trying" to cut their emissions by taking "immediate and effective" action.
"It's not just about hitting targets, it's all about starting on a journey, and once we get started on that journey, people will see the benefits," she said.
For individuals it might mean walking to work instead of taking the car, turning down the thermostat or cutting down on wasted food -- small changes that can have a big effect on the climate and save us money.
The 10 percent target cut is in line with what scientists say we need over the next 18 months.

Armstrong acknowledged how easy it is to feel powerless in the face of a huge problem like climate change, but she said, "for most people the 10:10 goal is achievable."
Over the next year, the campaign hopes to lead Britain on its first steps to becoming a zero-carbon society.
"One of the best things is that everyone can take part, from kids at school, to parents in the workplace," Armstrong said.
"As more people come on board, we hope they will inspire others by example," she added.

Since the campaign launched on September 1, the idea has been catching on fast.
More than 20,000 people have so far signed up as well as 1,000 schools, 100 councils and 2,000 businesses such as T-mobile, the Hay Festival and Royal Mail.
Last month, Stoke-on-Trent became the very first city to take the 10:10 pledge.
10:10 has picked up support from politicians including the entire cabinet, the Conservative opposition shadow cabinet and the Liberal Democrat party's frontbench.
Climate Change Secretary Ed Miliband is currently working to get all 423 councils in England and Wales on board.
The movement has also gained momentum overseas with participating groups now signed up from 27 countries across Europe, the United States and Australia.
10:10 hopes to have built up enough numbers to strengthen the Miliband's resolve to commit the UK to big emissions cuts when at the UN talks in Copenhagen.
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LA Times (US): Climate change e-mail scandal underscores myth of pure science

16 December 2009
As two scholars with different political orientations but common concerns, we have each worked to challenge conventional wisdom that has undermined public understanding of the climate change problem. 
Many Republicans have been too reluctant to acknowledge strong evidence of human-caused warming and the need for prudent policies that could reduce its harmful effects. 
Democrats have let their own political judgments and values infect climate science and its interpretation, often understating the uncertainties about the timing and scale of future risks, and the tremendous costs and difficulties of effective action.

Yet both parties have agreed, although tacitly, on one thing: Science is the appropriate arbiter of the political debate, and policy decisions should be determined by objective scientific assessments of future risks. 
This seductive idea gives politicians something to hide behind when faced with divisive decisions. If "pure" science dictates our actions, then there is no need to acknowledge the role that political interest and social values play in deciding how society should address climate change. 

The idea that pure, disinterested science should decide political disputes was a staple of Democratic politics during the George W. Bush administration. 
Now it's payback time, as Republicans gloat over an alleged "smoking gun" of scientific misconduct provided by recently released e-mails from the University of East Anglia's Climatic Research Unit. 
After decrying the "Republican war on science," Democrats are hard-pressed to explain the discovery of their own partisans in the scientific trenches.

We do not believe the East Anglia e-mails expose a conspiracy that invalidates the larger body of evidence demonstrating anthropogenic warming; nevertheless, the damage to public confidence in climate science, particularly among Republicans and independents, may be enormous. 
The terrible danger -- one that has been brewing for years -- is that the invaluable role science should play in informing policy and politics will be irrevocably undermined, as citizens come to see science as nothing more than a tool for partisans of all stripes.

Central to this disaster has been scientists' insistence that they are unsullied providers of truth in an otherwise corrupt and indecipherable world. It was never so. 
Scholars continue to argue over whether such titans of science as Pasteur and Millikan lied, cheated and fabricated results or were simply exercising good scientific intuition. Popular chronicles of real-world science such as "The Double Helix" demonstrate that, in practice, science is competitive, backbiting, venal, imperfect and, indeed, political. Science, in other words, is replete with the same human failings that mark all other social activities.

Moreover, problems such as climate change are much more scientifically complex than determining the charge on an electron or even the structure of DNA. 
The research deals not with building blocks of nature but with dynamic systems that are inherently uncertain, unpredictable and complex. 
Such science is often not subject to replicable experiments or verification; rather, knowledge and insight emerge from the weight of theory, data and evidence, usually freighted with considerable uncertainty, disagreement and internal contradiction.

Thus, we write neither to attack nor to defend the East Anglia scientists, but to make clear that the ideal of pure science as a source of truth that can cut through politics is false. 
The authority of pure science is a two-edged sword, and it cuts deeply in both directions in the climate debate: For those who favor action, the myth of scientific purity confers unique legitimacy upon the evidence they bring to political debates. 
And for those who oppose action, the myth provides a powerful foundation for counterattack whenever deviations from the unattainable ideal come to light.

East Anglia researchers and their defenders claim they succumbed to paranoia and secrecy only as a result of relentless pressure from their enemies. 
Critics argue that the e-mails reveal the science to be biased and subjective. Neither side acknowledges the underlying, uncomfortable reality: When the politics are divisive and the science is sufficiently complex, the boundary between the two may become indiscernible.

The real scandal illustrated by the e-mails is not that scientists tried to undermine peer review, fudge and conceal data, and torpedo competitors, but that scientists and advocates on both sides of the climate debate continue to claim political authority derived from a false ideal of pure science. 
This charade is a disservice to both science and democracy. 
To science, because the reality cannot live up to the myth; to democracy, because the difficult political choices created by the genuine but also uncertain threat of climate change are concealed by the scientific debate.

What is the solution? Let politics do its job; indeed, demand it. 

We do not believe that climate change is merely a Trojan horse for a Democratic dream of destroying global capitalism. 
Nor do we believe that Republicans are so bent on maximizing the profits of the fossil fuel industry that they are choosing to consign their grandchildren to a ruined world. 
Yet these are only slight caricatures of the fantasies that each side cherishes about the other because the true complexity of the climate debate has been camouflaged by the myth of pure, disinterested science. 

That myth has allowed politicians to shirk their responsibility to be clear about the values, interests and beliefs that underpin their preferences and choices about science and policy. Better to recognize that decision-makers, depending on their political beliefs, will weigh the evidence and risks of climate change differently when evaluating policy options. 
Their choices will influence the distribution of benefits and costs, and will have varying and uncertain prospects for success. Voters should evaluate the decisions on that basis, rather than on the false notion that science is dictating the choices.

Can science and politics recover from the damage done in the name of scientific purity? 
We believe the weight of scientific evidence remains sufficient to justify prudent action against climate change -- but we are equally aware that the consequences of both climate change and climate policies remain highly uncertain. 

The choices are extraordinarily difficult; the costs of action, and inaction, are potentially momentous. 
No one can know what the "right" decisions will be, but the e-mail controversy reminds us that imperfect people, not pure science, must decide that question. 
This is a job for democratic politics, informed by, but not shackled to, a pluralistic, insightful and imperfect scientific enterprise.
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AFP: China, US refuse to budge on climate emissions
15 December 2009
The world's two biggest carbon emitters, China and the United States, Tuesday warned they would not shift on the offers for tackling their pollution, a question lying at the heart of the UN climate talks here.
Yu Qingtai, China's climate ambassador, batted away calls for Beijing to up its pledge.

China's plan, which entails braking its expected use of energy in relation to economic growth, is not on the table, he told reporters at the climate talks in Copenhagen.
"We announced those targets, we don't intend to put them up for discussion," Yu said.

Separately, the United States poured cold water on the notion that it would deepen its offer of cutting greenhouse-gas emissions, as outlined by President Barack Obama in the run-up to the conference.
"I am not anticipating any change in the mitigation commitment," US chief delegate Todd Stern told a press conference.

"Our commitment is tied to our anticipated legislation and there are elements in that legislation that could result in an overall target or an overall reduction amount that could actually be a fair amount higher.
"But we're not making a commitment to that right now because it's just uncertain and we don't want to promise something that we don't have."
The roles of China and the United States, the world's No. 1 and 2 emitters, are pivotal to the negotiations unfolding in Copenhagen on crafting a new global pact on climate change beyond 2012.
China has made a voluntary promise to reduce carbon emissions per unit of gross domestic product by 40-45 percent by 2020.
This amounts to a major drive on energy efficiency and a switch to cleaner sources.
"We need China involved to conclude an ambitious agreement," said Danish Prime Minister Lokke Rasmussen, adding that he had spoken to his Chinese counterpart Wen Jiabao the day before and Wen would probably arrive Wednesday.
Rasmussen said he was "encouraged" that China had national targets for reducing the carbon intensity of its economy.
"What we need to solve in the coming few days -- and this is just one outstanding question -- is how we can translate these national decisions into some kind of international language," he said.
Critics say, though, it still does not put a cap on the overall volume of Chinese emissions, which would still grow if its economy continues to expand at the present rate.
Obama has offered to cut US carbon emissions by 17 percent by 2020 over a 2005 benchmark, a figure that aligns with legislation put before the US Congress.
It amounts to a reduction of around four percent compared with the more widely used reference year of 1990.
The US offer has been widely criticised as inadequate, especially by the European Union.

It says it will not sign up to a deal by which the world's big two carbon emitters are essentially unconstrained.
The United States remains outside the UN's Kyoto Protocol, and China does not have legally binding emissions targets under that treaty, which only apply to industrialised countries, not developing ones.
"There are two countries in the world representing half the emissions of the world, and that's the United States and China," said Swedish Environment Minister Andreas Carlgren, representing the 27-nation EU.
"We still expect them both to raise their ambition level for emission reductions, otherwise we won't be able to reach the two degree target," referring to the goal of limiting global warming to two degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit degrees).

Many scientists say rich countries overall should cut their emissions by between 25 percent and 40 percent over the 30 years between 1990 and 2020 in order to keep warming to safer levels.
Big developing countries, for their part, should also sharply reduce forecast growth in emissions by 2020.
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Reuters: U.N. comes clean on emissions, vows reduction
15 December 2009

"The U.N. emits the equivalent of 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) annually, of which approximately 1 million tons comes from peacekeeping operations," U.N. spokesman Martin Nesirky told reporters.

"This inventory is a first step in cutting back emissions," he said.
 "The U.N. will now work toward a common approach on emission reduction and also toward emission reduction strategies for each U.N. institution."

There are nearly 50 U.N. bodies and agencies spread across the planet.

The U.N. announcement came as ministers and negotiators from 193 countries struggled at a summit in Copenhagen to salvage agreement on a new U.N. climate pact.

The U.N.'s annual CO2 emissions are slightly less than the combined average for 90,000 U.S. citizens, according to U.N. per-capita figures for U.S. emissions in 2006.

Based on a report on CO2 emissions by the U.N. Environment Program, the average U.N. employee accounts for the release of roughly 8.3 tons of CO2 equivalents each year. 
That is less than half of the 19.7 tons the average American produces.

While it emits far fewer greenhouse gases than major industrial polluters, the United Nations does produce more CO2 than some large multinational corporations.

U.S.-based coffee chain Starbucks emitted 913,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalents in fiscal 2007, according to the company's website.

The U.N. headquarters in New York is in the midst of a roughly $2 billion renovation partly designed to make the world body's Manhattan skyscraper more energy-efficient and drastically reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.
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Reuters: Emissions rights could negate new climate pact: EU

15 December 2009
Under the Kyoto treaty, which expires in 2012, nations that are comfortably below their greenhouse gas emissions targets can sell the difference in the form of rights called Assigned Amount Units (AAUs) to countries struggling to meet their own targets.
"If we have this amount of AAUs (post-2012), no matter how ambitious we are in Copenhagen, it will be not be enough because of this hot air," European Union environment commissioner Stavros Dimas told reporters at a U.N. climate talks in the Danish capital.
Critics call AAUs "hot air" because most of them are the result of the collapse of eastern European industry rather than investment in clean energy. U.N. climate talks this week to find a replacement for Kyoto have shed little light on the future of AAUs.
Seven eastern European countries proposed that AAUs be bankable under a new agreement, while green groups pushed to abolish AAU banking and large-scale trade in the rights.
"The political deal that will be forged in Copenhagen ... should keep the door open for allowing the full transfer of the surplus represented by the AAUs to the post-2012 framework," the group which includes Poland, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria said.
Greenpeace warned against the idea, saying post-2012 trade in AAUs threatens the environmental integrity of a new pact.
"The surplus of AAUs ... amounts to roughly one third of the emission cuts already pledged by developed countries," it said.
"If carried over to after 2012, this surplus represents an extreme threat to the environmental integrity and effectiveness of the climate regime."
Greenpeace said a combination of two proposals could address the AAU surplus while maintaining a European Union target of limiting a global temperature rise to 2 degrees Celsius.
It suggested developed countries raise their 2020 emissions targets by 4-6 percent in aggregate to accommodate the surplus.
Additionally, it said post-2012 AAU trading should be limited, and only one quarter of developed nation emissions targets under a new deal should be able to be met using AAUs.
Russia and Ukraine alone have an AAU surplus of billions.
Russia said on Monday it will not sell significant amounts of AAUs if doing so would undermine global carbon prices, but will resist moves to cap such sales.
The group of seven east European nations said until a common EU position on AAU banking is defined; the bloc should remain neutral on the issue.
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Guardian (UK):Copenhagen loopholes could mean rise in emissions, report warns

5 December 2009
Four major loopholes in the Copenhagen draft texts could see carbon emissions increase by 2020, rather than plunge as scientists say must happen to avert dangerous global warming. 
That is the conclusion of a new analysis by Friends of the Earth, who argue the loopholes would cause greenhouse gases to rise by 10% by 2020, compared with 1990 levels, if they are not closed in the final four days of negotiations at the UN summit.
The most serious loophole is known as "hot air". Countries such as Russia and Ukraine were set targets to reduce emissions in 1997 when the Kyoto treaty was signed. 
They were also awarded carbon pollution permits for some of their expected emissions, to trade with nation that could cut carbon more cheaply. 
But since then their heavy industries have crashed, meaning their targets have been surpassed and they have billions of unused carbon credits which they want to carry over into the next round of targets.
"Russia could be allowed to emit more than 30% more than today, Ukraine over 50%, and they could still meet their targets. 
In addition, they can sell the surplus credits to another country, allowing the country that buys them to emit more," says the report. In the worst case, it says, this loophole could result in more than 15% more greenhouse gases going into the atmosphere.

The second loophole allows rich countries to "creatively account" for emissions from forestry and land use changes.
 If a country can show that its forestry activities emit more carbon than they store away, UN rules allow it not to account for these emissions. 
But if their forestry activities do store away carbon, they can account for this sequestration and receive carbon credits.
 "It's like claiming that building a new coal-fired power plant every year was a planned development and that the resulting emissions increases should not be accounted for," said the report.

The third loophole identified is carbon offsetting. 
This allows rich countries to emit more greenhouse gases than their target by paying for emission reductions in other countries. 
Friends of the Earth estimates that the use of offsets would lead to up to 9 per cent of cuts on 1990 emissions being wiped out from the cuts offered by rich countries.

A further 5% of emission cuts could be avoided if no agreement can be reached on aviation and shipping which account for as much as 5% of all global emissions.
 Andy Atkins, executive director of Friends of the Earth, said: "Rich countries must realise that these loopholes are making a mockery of the targets they have put on the table. 
We need cuts in line with what the science demands – cuts of at least 40 per cent by 2020. Unless rich countries plug these gaping holes, any agreement in Copenhagen will be as leaky as a sieve."
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Guardian (UK): Gordon Brown flies in seeking climate finance deal – but says failure is a possibility

16 December 2009
Gordon Brown became the first world leader to fly into Copenhagen last night where he warned there was a possibility the climate change talks may not end in agreement.
The prime minister is attending the talks two days earlier than planned in order to help broker discussions on who should pay to tackle global warming.
 But he immediately cast a gloomy pall, telling reporters in Copenhagen: "It is possible that we will not get an agreement and it is also true that there are many issues to be sorted out."
With the talks balanced on a knife-edge, earlier in the day the prime minister had issued a call to arms to fellow heads of state, saying they had three days to "shape the future of humanity". 
As the high-level political part of the summit began, its Danish president, Connie Hedegaard, echoed the pessimism of the prime minister: "In these very hours we are balancing between success and failure. 
Success is within reach. But I must also warn you: we can fail."
Delegates at the summit are nervously awaiting fresh versions of the draft treaty text which more than 115 world leaders will want to finalise by Friday.
The first sign of progress could come today with Ethiopia's prime minister, Meles Zenawi, expected to announce new proposals for climate change.
 Developing countries say they need billions of dollars to cope with rising sea levels and extreme temperatures, and to move to clean energy.
 Meles, who represents the Africa group of nations, met Brown in London yesterday. 
Brown said Meles's proposals were an important step forward and his ideas were a "framework within which developed and developing countries can work together".
The prime minister will hope for some political credit at home from a display of energetic diplomacy at Copenhagen, believing his political strengths are best demonstrated when brokering international deals.

Meles also spoke to Barack Obama and Nicolas Sarkozy today, but he could face a backlash from some developing countries if the proposals are seen as too weak. 
After meeting Sarkozy, Meles said there was "near-total understanding" with the EU. 
The African bloc has maintained that rich nations caused the climate crisis and should pay for the damage that is occurring disproportionately on their continent.
Britain and a number of governments have been working to try to sweeten a climate change deal by increasing the finance on offer.
 Among the likely components of a deal is a plan from Norway and Mexico that envisages drawing on a mix of private and government funds to funnel up to $40bn (£25bn) a year to developing countries. 
This would be far more ambitious than the short-term fund of $10bn a year currently on the table and would help bridge the critical gap to the $100bn a year by 2020 suggested by Brown and the EU.
"It is absolutely necessary to get the scale above $10bn. 
The developing countries will not sign on to anything if we do not have a scaled up plan for climate funding," said Camilla Froyn, an official at the Norwegian ministry of finance, who helped draft the proposal.
Mexico's environment secretary agreed. "Financing is the key for everything," said Juan Rafael Elvira.
The proposed fund would go into operation from 2013, and would rely on government money – from all but the poorest countries – as well as proceeds from the carbon trading market.
The Mexico-Norway plan is backed by Britain and other countries and the US is also looking favorably at the idea.
But the poorer countries fear the carbon market is volatile may not provide a steady source of funds.
India, China and Brazil have ruled out mandatory contributions to a climate fund. Officials from those countries, plus South Africa, spoke out angrily yesterday about being pressured to sign up to a deal dictated by rich countries.
"No one wants to be the country to be accused of collapsing the talks. But we fear that a political statement that is contrary to our interests may be imposed without real consultation," said one source close to the talks.
Today will also be the biggest day of demonstrations yet in Copenhagen, and the highest risk of disorder.
Thousands of activists have pledged non-violent direct action, including a Reclaim Power plan to invade the conference centre and hold a "people's assembly".
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Mail Online (UK): The Green Hypocrites: Prince Charles and Gordon Brown take separate jets... to lecture the world on global warming
16 December 2009

Prince Charles and Gordon Brown were accused last night of ‘green hypocrisy’ after jetting into Copenhagen to lecture the world about global warming.
Charles used the £1,019-an-hour Queen’s Flight so he could deliver a keynote speech to the climate change conference, flying back after less than three hours.
The Prime Minister chartered a 185-seat Airbus to take him and 20 aides to Denmark for their four-day trip.
Among Mr Brown’s team was his senior adviser on climate change, Michael Jacobs, who was at the summit at the weekend but flew back to London to join his boss on the flight.
By using private planes, both Charles and Mr Brown produced more carbon emissions – which is blamed for global warming – than would have been generated by taking a scheduled flight.
Hampshire-based Carbon Footprint Limited said the prince’s round trip would have produced around 6.4tons of carbon dioxide – 5.2tons more than if he had used a commercial flight.
They also estimated that the amount of CO2 generated by Mr Brown’s flight is likely to be double that of the prince’s.
Last night, a source insisted the Prime Minister’s office ‘couldn’t find enough seats’ on any of the 16 scheduled flights from London yesterday.
A Downing Street spokesman said the carbon produced by Mr Brown’s plane would be ‘offset’.
A spokesman for Charles – who yesterday warned that global warming was a bigger threat to mankind than terrorism and poverty – insisted the prince had no choice but the Queen’s Flight.
The HS 125 twin-engine jet is used by senior members of the Royal Family as well as ministers.

It seats seven and took Charles, plus an entourage of aides and bodyguards.
‘Flying scheduled was not possible due to the need to guarantee arrival on time,’ the spokesman said. 
‘A key issue was timings. His Royal Highness had a meeting this morning and there was no British Airways flight after it ended that could get him to Copenhagen in time.'


Like the Prime Minister, the prince does offset his air travel. The trip will cost him around £70 – the price of planting six trees.
Liberal Democrat MP Norman Baker last night accused both the Government and the Prince of ‘green hypocrisy’.

‘It is unbelievable that those who lecture us on climate change set such a poor example,’ he said.
‘Prince Charles, over the last four years, has been travelling the world on a private jet lecturing us about carbon emissions.
‘As for Gordon Brown, I find it astonishing that he and his office could not find scheduled flights to suit them. If not, then maybe they should have followed the example of so many other delegates and gone by train.’
Yesterday, Charles, who was invited to attend the talks by the Danish government, warned leaders they have just seven years to avert a global catastrophe.
‘Reducing poverty, increasing food production, terrorism and sustaining economic development are all vital priorities, but it is increasingly clear how rapid climate change will make them more difficult to address,’ he said.
‘For the grim reality is our planet has reached a point of crisis and we have only seven years before we lose the levers of control.’
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AFP: 'Death of Kyoto would be death of Africa': AU

15 December 2009
The African Union on Tuesday estimated that the Copenhagen summit on climate change could lead to the "death warrant for the Kyoto Protocol," the only instrument currently regulating emission of greenhouse gases.
"Representatives of the continent have unanimously made known their absolute and determined refusal to pursue consultations that would sign the death warrant for the Kyoto Protocol," said a statement sent to AFP.
"The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change sets out general principles with no binding clauses, while the Kyoto Protocol, for its part, is a judicial instrument for commitments to reducing emissions of greenhouse gases."
For the 53-member African Union, which is to be represented in Copenhagen by Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi as negotiator in chief, "the death of the Kyoto Protocol would be the death of Africa."
On Monday, the African nations walked out of working group sessions in the Danish capital to demand a plenary session on the future of the protocol, then they resumed conference activity in the afternoon.
"Everything leads us to believe ... that a far less stringent climatic regime is being prepared by the developing countries," the pan-African body's statement said.

"The consequences of the disappearance of the Kyoto Protocol for Africa are principally famine, population displacements, floods, drought, social conflicts, diseases and decisively the worsening of poverty."
The AU said that the main result expected from the Copenhagen summit "is the obtaining of ambitious commitments on the part of the developed nations, those mainly responsible for global warming with its dramatic consequences for Africa. 
To set the protocol aside would reduce hope to nothing."
Last Friday, Meles said that a "failure of the Copenhagen summit would be a failure for Africa," the continent the most affected by global warming, though it produces less than four percent of the planet's greenhouse gases.
"My feeling is that people are prepared to ignore Africa's plea, which is morally unacceptable but rationally understandable," Meles said, adding that Africa would seek alliances with countries such as China and India.
"I have been assured of China's support and India will probably take the same position. I suppose therefore that if there is no accord that Africa can sign, there will be no accord," he warned.
Meles met Tuesday in Paris with French President Nicolas Sarkozy as part of a joint Europe-Africa push to reach a global deal at the talks in Copenhagen due to end on Friday.
France and African states drew up a joint statement backing targets to limit the rise in global temperatures to two degrees Celsius and to offer financial aid to help poor countries adapt.
"Such stakes for the planet are so important that an alliance between Africa and Europe is absolutely crucial, and that is the message I will give to (US President) Barack Obama," Sarkozy said.
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C S M (US): Global warming talks inch toward accord - 'adaptation' cash a sore point

15 December 2009
Ministers from more than 190 countries gathered in Copenhagen Tuesday to throw their political weight behind negotiations over a new pact to combat global warming.
Over the next 48 hours, the ministers are expected to move toward an accord that brings the US and developing countries into a truly global pact on climate change.
In addition, countries party to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol are trying to negotiate terms for a second commitment period, which would take effect in 2013.
The goal is to have something ready for heads of state and heads of government to agree to if they can, or compromise on if they must, to wrap up on Friday a political agreement on climate actions they'll take after Copenhagen.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged compromise in his speech at the high-level session's opening plenary.
"I understand that every leader coming to Copenhagen faces domestic pressures and domestic politics," he said. "No one will get everything they want in this negotiation. But if we work together and get a deal, everyone will get what they need."
One key to reaching an agreement is a solid commitment from developed countries to funnel significant amounts of cash to poorer countries to help them adopt cleaner and more efficient technologies, and prepare to grapple with the negative effects of a warmer planet. 
At this stage in the talks, however, draft text on the topic has one key gap: a specific number for long-term financing for that effort, often referred to as "adaptation."
The need for adequate adaptation efforts takes on additional significance when greenhouse-gas emission control offers already on the table are measured against Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change figures (IPCC). 
The IPCC formulation embodied in the Bali Action Plan, the road map for negotiations here, holds that wealthy countries must reduce their emissions by 25-40 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, and by up to 95 percent by 2050 to stand a 50-50 chance of holding global warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels. 
Emissions from developing countries must fall substantially below business as usual, as well.
But offers on the table so far are likely to lead to a 3.9-degree C (7 degrees F) warming, according to a recent analysis by the scientists behind the website Climateinteractive.org.
Disaster preparedness adaptation in many ways is disaster preparedness or resilience by another name. 
Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of the World Meteorological Organization, said during a severe-weather briefing earlier this week that in 1970, a tropical cyclone struck Bangladesh, killing more than 300,000 people. A "super cyclone" that hit the country in 2007 killed some 3,500, still a tragedy, but far less so than nearly 40 years ago. Among the differences: better warning systems.
Yet with projections of higher sea levels, the retreat of mountain glaciers vital to down-stream water supplies and more frequent and intensified droughts, adaptation efforts will have to advance significantly to help people cope, many analysts agree.
In an interview, Guatemala's environment minister, Luis Alberto Ferrate Felice describes his country as the most vulnerable of any in the Americas.
 The country starts out with two strikes against it: it sits at the junction of three tectonic place, leading to active volcanoes and violent earthquakes; the country is also prone to damage from Atlantic and Pacific hurricanes.
As for global warming, Guatemala already is seeing the effects, he says. Some 18 centimeters of sea-level rise over the last 45 years has increased the area covered by coastal flooding by about 170 kilometers (100 miles). And salt-water intrusion from rising sea levels covers 50 to 70 times that area.
He also attributes an increasing incidence of disease among people who live in mountains to global warming. 
As temperatures become warmer at higher elevations, he says, mosquito habitat rises up the mountainside as well. Beetle infestations, similar to those striking the mountain West in the US, are attacking everything from pines to coconut trees.
The net effect? "Money we should be able to use for development we've already used for adaptation" as the government has been forced to build more hospitals at the expense of schools or critical improvements to the country's infrastructure.
This is one reason, he says, why developing countries are insisting that adaptation aid be over and above what rich countries already are contributing in development aid.
RAISING UP CROPS
International aid groups are already working to mitigate the damage done by higher temperatures. In Bolivia, for instance, Oxfam International is working with farmers outside of Trinidad to implement raised-bed gardening as a means of protecting their crops from floods. 
Crops are planted on large tracts of land raised as much as seven feet above the surrounding countryside. This protects crops during floods. 
During the dry season, canals at the bases of the raised growing plots help keep the plants irrigated.
In Ethiopia, the organization is working with the insurance firm Swiss Re to provide crop insurance to small-scale growers, with premiums paid either in cash or in-kind with labor.
"Working with communities to weather increasing climate impacts is a necessity, but it can also be exciting," says David Waskow, the climate change director at Oxfam America. "Communities are building their resilience in inspiring ways."
Yet turning individual projects into a global program requires a significant investment.
 By some estimates, countries need at least $10 billion a year in adaptation and other climate-related aid between 2010 and 2012. It's a touchy subject, even within the NGO community.
Today, France and Ethiopia suggested financing adaptation with a carbon tax on aviation, shipping, and climate-related financial transactions -- which they estimate could raise more than $100 billion a year.
 The idea drew an approving nod from a group called ActionAid. 
But another group calling itself the Pan-African Climate Justice Alliance called it a sell-out that enables rich countries to wiggle out of the tough emissions targets African countries insist on.
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Reuters: Moderate global warming to wipe out many species

15 December 2009
Ahmed Djoghlaf also told Reuters on the sidelines of December 7-18 talks on climate change in Copenhagen that every nation in the world was set to fail to meet a target of slowing the loss of species by 2010.
The Copenhagen talks are considering adopting a goal of limiting global warming to a 2 degree Celsius rise over pre-industrial times, a target agreed in July by industrialized nations and other leading economies including China and India.
"For each degree centigrade of warmer temperature, it is predicted that 10 percent of all known species will disappear," Djoghlaf told Reuters.
"Therefore this idea of stabilizing the temperature at no more than 2 Celsius...will lead to the disappearance of 20 percent of known species," he said. "Climate change is contributing to the loss of biodiversity."
He said scientists have recorded more than 2 million species, from apples to zebras, but there may be more than 15-30 million. World temperatures have already risen by about 0.7 degrees Celsius since the start of the Industrial Revolution.
"We continue to lose biodiversity at unprecedented rates and this has been seriously compounded by climate change but also by land use, urbanization," and other factors, Djoghlaf said.
A report this week said climate change will disrupt habitats for many creatures other than polar bears whose Arctic home is thawing.
It named another 10 other species vulnerable to climate change -- beluga whale, clownfish, leatherback turtle, emperor penguin, quiver tree, ringed seal, salmon, staghorn coral, Arctic fox and koala.
Djoghlaf said reports from more than 100 of 193 countries that are part of the Convention showed that none had managed to reach a goal set in 2002 of significantly slowing the loss of biodiversity by 2010.
"Of the 100 countries that have reported not a single country has claimed to have done it," he said.
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Time (US): Frustration mounts in Copenhagen as talks stall
15 December 2009
Tuesday was green celebrity day at the Copenhagen climate summit. Environmentally minded movie stars, mayors and Nobel Prize winners appeared on the stage in the capital's Bella Center, trailed by reporters and photographers. 
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, adding a bit of color to the gray Scandinavian day with his green tie and orange tan, told a packed audience, "It would be terrific if the world's governments reached an agreement and put hard caps on greenhouse gases," while noting that regional and local governments could make huge differences in carbon emissions on their own.
 New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg followed suit, talking tough about the responsibility of cities to push their national governments forward on climate and energy. "They are not going to be the leaders on this — we are," he said.
And former Vice President Al Gore — by far the world's most honored environmentalist — warned that the Arctic ice cap could melt away as early as 2014 if nothing is done to save it. 
"In the face of effects like these, clear evidence that only reckless fools would ignore, I feel a sense of frustration," on the slow pace of progress, Gore said.
That frustration is increasingly shared by many conference goers — from representatives of poor island countries that could vanish under rising sea levels to the U.N. officials who have been long counting down the clock on climate change to the thousands of angry activists left out in the freezing cold, thanks to an overbooked Bella Center.
Discontent is only escalating as talks remain stalled three days before the end of the summit over an impasse between the two countries with the most influence: the U.S. and China. 
The disagreement between them is not over emissions reductions — though each country argues the other should cut more — but three words that may come to define the Copenhagen talks: measurable, verifiable and reportable.
The U.S. insists that any actions China takes to curb climate change as part of a global deal must be independently verified and proven. 
China adamantly refuses international monitoring. "This is a matter of principle," said He Yafei, China's Vice Foreign Minister, in an interview with the Financial Times.
Although environmentalists were buoyed in the lead-up to the summit by China's promise to reduce its carbon intensity 40% to 45% below 2005 levels by 2020, the nation has since held tight to its position that only Beijing will oversee whether and how those voluntary pledges are carried out. 
That's not good enough for the U.S. "Transparency, in particular, is what will ensure that this agreement becomes operational, not just aspirational," said U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in an Op-Ed published on Tuesday in the International Herald Tribune.
Of course, words have various shades of meaning when it comes to U.N. negotiations. 
Transparency may refer to some form of international checking — or something else altogether. The point is that for the U.S., right now, a climate promise that would be accountable to China's domestic laws alone would not seem to be enough.
 "The notion of verification is a chance to scrutinize and ask questions and understand the nature of what they or anyone else produces," said a senior Obama Administration official. "That is what we're trying to do."
China, for its part, continues to pin the blame for the slow progress of the negotiations on rich nations, including the U.S., which Beijing feels are still not committing enough. Rich nations, meanwhile, do not consider China to be fairly grouped with other developing countries or in need of foreign aid. 
It appears that one area of contention may be settled — China has said it probably will not take a share of climate adaptation aid — but Beijing is still talking tough with just a few days to go. 
"The Copenhagen conference has now entered a crucial stage and made some progress, but some problems and differences still exist," said a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman on Tuesday at a briefing in Beijing. 
"If the talks have encountered some difficulties and made slow progress, the main reason is that developed countries have moved backward on the key issues of funding and technology."
Certainly, the U.S. and other developed nations could give more aid and cut emissions more deeply — they may do so by the end of the week — but some yielding by China on the issue of transparency will be necessary to craft a global deal. 
The U.S. Senate will never sign on to another climate deal that, like the Kyoto Protocol, seems to give a free ride to Beijing; just weeks ago, a group of Senators wrote a letter to President Obama on the subject. 
Knowing the U.S.'s stance, China may be willing to negotiate, though it will no doubt bargain hard.
"They haven't changed yet on this issue," says Barbara Finamore, China program director for the Natural Resources Defense Council. "On the other hand, they have said they want a success in Copenhagen."
Ultimately, it will come down to the U.S. and China to decide whether the overcrowded, chaotic climate summit concludes as a success or an expensive failure. 
"This is the time where they should exercise the leadership," said U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in a speech in Copenhagen on Tuesday.
 "This is the time to stop pointing fingers, and this is a time to start looking in the mirror and offering what they can do more."
Meanwhile, the rest of the summit's participants, and the world, watch and wait.
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Reuters: Merkel says nervous about slow pace in Copenhagen

15 December 2009

"I can't conceal the fact that I've become a bit nervous about whether we'll be able to do it," Merkel told a news conference with Indonesia President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. "We all know time is running out and we need to get serious."
Delegates from nearly 200 countries are in Copenhagen for the talks to hammer out a deal aimed at slowing global warming.
Merkel, who says Germany will commit to reduce greenhouse emissions by 30 percent from 1990 levels by 2020 or even 40 percent if others agree to steep cuts, will be in Copenhagen with world leaders for the last two days on Thursday and Friday.
"It's well known that large conferences like this, with so many different interests, sometimes stall," she said. "But considering how little time is left everyone needs to make a constructive contribution to make Copenhagen a success."
Yudhoyono, who hosted the U.N.-led talks in Bali two years ago and helped break a late deadlock there, will be acting as an informal co-chair in Copenhagen with Denmark, Merkel said.
"We experienced ourselves in Bali what can be done with good will," Yudhoyono said. "We have experience with deadlock situations. This is a window of opportunity. We all know that we cannot allow (a failure) to happen."
Indonesia, where deforestation and forest fires led to the World Bank naming it the world's third largest emitter of greenhouse gases, is seen as an important player in the fight against climate change.
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Guardian (UK): Our voice needs to be heard at Copenhagen
16 December 2009

As representatives of people from the developing world who are most affected by climate change, we are still fighting to ensure our voices are heard in Copenhagen. We are alarmed about the potential failure of the talks.
People in many of our countries in the global south are already experiencing the destructive effects of climate change. It is these people, who have not contaminated the planet, who hold the solutions in their hands. It is the rural farmers, indigenous, and the poor people of the world that can teach us how to sustain life on the planet through learning from and living in harmony with nature.

We urgently hope that in the few days left Copenhagen changes the status quo which continues to damage the natural world. 
We hope that the global north recognises its ecological debt to the world's impoverished peoples; that it begins to repair our villages and ecosystems and reaches substantial agreements to ensure greenhouse gas emissions are curbed. 
Enough funds should be provided to southern countries to support this socio-environmental restoration: the climate debt to the world's poor must be settled.

If Copenhagen achieves nothing, the resulting delay to securing these vital agreements will be a terrible sentence for all human beings and the planet. The earth is a unique global ecosystem in which everything is interrelated. 
Today, misery afflicts many peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Tomorrow other countries will face extinction too.
Back to Menu
Guardian (UK): Prince of Wales warns Copenhagen summit that planet is in crisis

 15 December 2009
The Prince of Wales has warned climate negotiators in Copenhagen that the "eyes of the world" are on them and that "our planet has reached a point of crisis", leaving only seven years before "we lose the levers of control" on the climate.
The prince was addressing ministers at the formal opening of the high-level talks. 
"It is no understatement to say that, with your signatures, you can write our future," he told them.
And in an apparent reference to disagreements between rich and poor nations he said that all countries needed to work together — climate change was not resolvable "in terms of 'them and us'", he said.
The prince, who has long campaigned for the survival of rainforests, said that forest protection would be key to a successful deal. 
"It seems the quickest and most cost-effective way to buy time in the battle against catastrophic climate change is to find a way to make the trees worth more alive than dead," he said.
But even as he spoke, plans for a revolutionary agreement to end deforestation and pay poor countries to protect their forests were hanging in the balance after leaked papers showed that a new proposed text has removed many of the scheme's safeguards.
It emerged that the negotiating text leaked to NGOs late last night showed that the language meant to cut the approximately 20% of global greenhouse gases from deforestation in developing countries — the so-called Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation scheme (REDD) — has now removed all targets for ending deforestation and significantly weakened other areas.
"Without targets, REDD becomes toothless," said Peg Putt of the Wilderness Society.
"The so-called safeguards will be nothing but fancy window-dressing unless they are given legal force."
Forests protection is crucial to an ambitious deal at Copenhagen because it will not only save up to 20% of emissions which come from deforestation, but the forests provide a massive store of carbon against which countries can offset emissions at home.
In return, it was hoped that it could provide up to $40bn a year for some of the poorest countries in the world, including Congo DRC, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and Gabon. In addition, countries which have already cut down their forests stand to benefit from money for reforestation.
Nobel peace prize-winning environmentalist  Wangaari Maathai, whose efforts have resulted in more than 1bn trees being planted by individuals worldwide in the last few years, urged countries to set ambitious targets.
She told the Guardian: "We realise now that forests are much more important for services such as regulating the flow of water, climate medicine and food. 
We appeal to leaders to protect the forests." Targets for deforestation in the earlier text aimed to cut deforestation by 50% by 2020 and eliminate it by 2030. These targets have now been lost.
Start-up costs for REDD are estimated to be £13.6-22.7bn from 2010-15 to support preparatory activities, although some experts challenge those figures as far too low.
Forest groups reacted with clear disappointment.
 "It's hardly surprising that developing countries won't commit to global targets for deforestation when rich countries haven't yet provided the necessary financing for REDD or global targets for deep reductions of industrial emissions," said Nathaniel Dyer of Rainforest Foundation UK.
Of equal concern to forest-protection NGOs, language ensuring critical safeguards for biodiversity, forest conversion, indigenous rights, and monitoring has moved from operational text. Protection of natural forests does appear explicitly in the text for the first time, and a safeguard on conversion of natural forests to plantations has reappeared, but neither are mandated.
"Limiting safeguards to the preamble weakens the agreement and deprives it of any assurance of compliance," said Dr Rosalind Reeve of Global Witness.

"Global demand for forest commodities like illegal timber and palm oil is one of the leading causes of tropical deforestation around the world," said Andrea Johnson of Environmental Investigation Agency. "If we don't address the causes of the problem, how can we find a solution?"
Also missing from the negotiating text is any provision to protect and restore the world's peat soils, which account for 6% of all global C02 emissions. "Peat soils are a key part of many countries' plans to reduce their emissions, including large emitters like Indonesia," said Susanna Tol of Wetlands International.
"Currently, an acre of forest is cut down every second, depriving the world of critical carbon reservoirs and creating huge emissions bursts into the atmosphere," said Stephen Leonard of the Australian Orangutan Project.
 "A REDD deal without global deforestation targets or safeguards makes it much more likely that the orangutan and other critical species that rely on the forest will become extinct."
While text can still be changed, ministerial level actions will probably now be needed to reinsert targets and strengthen safeguard language. "Clearly, everyone agrees that the world's tropical forests need to be protected," said Bill Barclay of Rainforest Action Network.
 "But good intentions aren't enough; they have to be paired with action. Ministers must act to strengthen the REDD text if we have any hope of a REDD that will be effective in protecting tropical forests."
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Guardian (UK): Copenhagen summit: Developing countries warn against pressure to reach deal

15 December 2009
Negotiators trying to craft a treaty to combat global warming ran into a new storm today between the world's biggest economies.
As 115 world leaders began jetting in to Copenhagen, officials from China, India, Brazil and South Africa spoke out angrily about being pressured to sign up to a deal dictated by rich countries including the US.
With almost no progress on the major issues during the past 10 days, rich and poor countries acknowledged the talks could collapse during the endgame of the most complex negotiations ever attempted.
 In an effort to make up for lost time, negotiators and ministers engaged in a frantic series of meetings, with the Indian environment minister alone meeting 18 different groups in a day.
Deep anxiety remained among developing countries that rich countries would try to impose unacceptable demands in the last few hours, including sensitive issues such as setting a date by which developing nations' emissions should peak and start to fall and a monitoring regime to ensure promises are kept.

"No one wants to be the country to be accused of collapsing the talks. But we fear that a political statement that is contrary to our interests may be imposed on countries without real consultation," said one source close to the talks.

India was one of four powerful emerging economies that held a joint conference to express their united opposition to monitoring and their anger that developed countries had not agreed to "serious" cuts in carbon.

"No more words. We need to create political will and translate it into action. The world is watching," said Xie Zhenhua, head of the Chinese delegation.

But Todd Stern, the US climate change envoy, ruled out any softening of the US position on a monitoring regime.
 "If we are going to have an international agreement, as opposed to a bunch of individual countries doing their own domestic thing, where countries work together, then they have got to be prepared to put what they are doing into that international agreement," he said. "I actually think that we're going to get there with China. But it is a tough issue."
The point was emphasised by Hillary Clinton, the US secretary of state, in a newspaper article, writing a system was needed "that enables full transparency and creates confidence that national actions are in fact being implemented".
Stern added that the US offer to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 17% by 2020, compared with 2005 levels, was not going to change as it was tied to commitments being put through Congress.
The Danish hosts insisted a deal was still possible. Ed Miliband, the climate secretary, said progress had been made.
 "It's been a better day than yesterday. The process the Danes got under way yesterday has led to positive atmospherics.
 We've narrowed down the differences before leaders arrive. But this remains a tough ask, it's very complex, and there's a small amount of time left," he said.

At the heart of much of the disagreement is the future of the Kyoto protocol, which is the only legally binding climate deal ever signed – and only then by a limited number of countries. 
Crucially it requires emissions cuts from rich nations, but not from developing nations. China and India are classed as developing nations but, since Kyoto was signed, their emissions have risen sharply.

Yu Qingtai, China's special representative for climate change, accused rich nations of trying to kill the Kyoto protocol. 
"The delegations from those countries may say something different in their press briefings, but I can tell you that in the negotiations they state very clearly that the Kyoto Protocol will not continue beyond 2012," Yu said.

One possible compromise is to park the old deal in an adjunct of any new agreement or to have two protocols running side by side. 
Jairam Ramesh, India's environment minister, said: "Right now we are operating on a two-track approach. We should not forge an artificial consensus."

Japan, however, is adamant that it cannot live with a double-track approach that might result in unequal levels of commitment to cutting carbon. 
"We cannot go along with this," said Makio Miyagawa, deputy director-general in the ministry of foreign affairs.

Some diplomats fear the dispute will not be solved this week.
 "Whatever emerges at the end of the week won't be enough. 
We need a paradigm shift," said Chung Rae-kwon, the South Korean climate ambassador. "We are trying to bridge the gap between the US and the China."
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LA Times (US): Developing nations hold the key to Copenhagen climate agreement

16 December 2009
The world's poorest and fastest-growing developing nations appear, increasingly, to hold the fate of a new climate agreement in their hands. The choice they face is, deal or no deal?

As the Copenhagen climate summit barreled into its penultimate phase Tuesday, wealthy countries ramped up pressure on emerging economies China and India, as well as African and island nations, to compromise and drop near-daily procedural tactics and protests that have slowed the negotiations.

Rich nations still hold some bargaining chips, chiefly how much money they're willing to commit to help developing countries adapt to climate change and shift their energy sources over the long term.

A collapse in negotiations would trigger a blame game in which developing nations brand the United States and the West in general as the villains. Still, many negotiators and observers here say most of the key decisions that will seal or scuttle an agreement rest with poor and emerging nations.

China and India, whose booming economies are projected to account for much of the world's emissions growth in coming decades, must decide whether they can accept the two conditions the U.S. calls fundamental to an agreement: that all nations make their carbon dioxide emissions reduction pledges clear and that they allow the world to verify that the pledges in fact are met.

Africans and island nations, for their part, must choose whether to accept greenhouse gas reductions for the developed world that are far weaker than the poor countries would like; scientists warn that the reductions proposed by wealthy nations might not be enough to spare the world's poorest nations from flood, famine and other devastating effects of climate change.

Inside the Bella Center, the venue for the negotiations, summit attendees with deep ties to the developing world diverged sharply on whether those nations would ultimately strike an agreement or walk away.

"Only a fool will tell you definitely they know what China's midnight position will be," said Peter Goldmark, who directs the climate and air program for the Environmental Defense Fund, a group that works closely with China.

Goldmark thinks China will ultimately hold its line and reject international emissions-pledge monitoring in any form, a move U.S. officials insist would kill hopes for a deal. Other groups say China, the world's largest emitter, does not want to risk blame if the talks fall through.

"They really want a deal," Keya Chatterjee, director of the U.S. climate change program for the World Wildlife Fund, said of the Chinese. "They really care what the world thinks of them."

American negotiators sided with the optimists Tuesday. "I actually think we're going to get there with China," Todd Stern, the U.S. special climate envoy, told reporters. "But you know, I don't know for sure yet."

Leaders of the Copenhagen negotiations are aiming for a framework agreement, including costs and emissions reduction commitments that would pave the way for a new international global warming treaty to be signed later, probably next year.
 If major emitters don't reach agreement in Copenhagen, observers say, international talks could be set back indefinitely, along with the Obama administration's climate bill in Congress.

Some environmental groups say the United States and its allies have given developing nations ample reason to shoot down an accord, by proposing emission cuts too light to avert the worst effects of warming; by failing to provide fiscal details of a long-term climate aid package to the developing world; and, in the case of Europe and many other economic powers, by not moving aggressively to extend the Kyoto Protocol, which sets emissions reduction targets with a process that gives developing nations a strong voice. 
(The U.S. never ratified the Kyoto treaty, which a Copenhagen pact would replace.)

Developed nations "are trying to bully around the poorest countries in the world, who will be most impacted by climate change," said Erich Pica, president of the environmental group Friends of the Earth.

Pica's group and others also criticized wealthy countries for what they called a pressure campaign to bring developing nations on board, including President Obama's calls Monday to the prime ministers of Ethiopia and Bangladesh to enlist their help in the climate negotiations.

One of the sharpest critiques came from Desmond Tutu, the South African archbishop and Nobel Peace Prize laureate, who said Tuesday in a letter to African heads of state that the emission cuts on the table would "condemn Africa to incineration and no modern development."

It appears unlikely, though, that wealthy nations will boost their carbon emission commitments significantly.

In his news conference, Stern reiterated that the Obama administration was unwilling to go beyond its pledge "in the range" of 17% below 2005 levels by 2020, which is roughly the size of the cut laid out in the climate bill the House passed last month.
 He also said the total reductions spurred by climate legislation, which is pending in the Senate, could still end up being much higher than 17%.

Large sums of financial aid could help bridge the gap and bring African and island-nation delegates to an agreement, said environmentalists who spent the day talking with diplomats. 
"They want to find a way forward" with a financing package, said Heather Allen, an international advocate for the Natural Resources Defense Council.

Chinese officials offered similar signals in Beijing.
 "We still maintain that developed countries have the obligation to provide financial support," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu said, adding that that was "the key condition for the success of the Copenhagen conference."

In Copenhagen, optimism reigned in the pronouncements of conference leaders as the negotiations shifted to a ministerial level. 
Dignitaries such as Britain's Prince Charles and former Vice President Al Gore called for action, and security workers began preparing for the arrival this week of more than 110 heads of state and government, including Obama and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao.

"The deal is clearly visible," Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen said, "and not just any deal, but a deal that can be . . . a real turning point."
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BBC News: Protests planned for Copenhagen summit

16 December 2009
Large-scale protests are expected when ministers begin their discussions at the UN climate conference in Copenhagen on Wednesday.
Activists have been angered by the lack of progress on a new climate deal, and with logistical problems at the summit.
Talks are deadlocked over emission cuts and financial aid for poorer countries.
And as environment ministers and their aides join the talks, the Danish authorities have slashed the number of campaigners allowed into the venue.
Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has suggested that poor countries may have to give up their hope of getting immediate long-term financial commitments from richer countries.

The amount of aid rich nations will pay poorer ones to combat global warming has been one of the main stumbling blocks at the summit.
In an interview with the UK's Financial Times, Mr Ban said he didn't think the exact amount was vital to the current deal.
"If they are not able to agree this time at Copenhagen, then there needs to be some initial arrangement. This is a time when common sense, compromise and partnership should prevail," he said.
BBC environment correspondent Richard Black, in Copenhagen, says that for the last two mornings, thousands of would-be delegates have queued for hours to gain access to the conference venue - many unsuccessfully.
Marches are being planned during which some protesters are due to attempt an unauthorised entrance.
If they succeed, they will meet up with others who are planning to walk out of the talks and, our correspondent says, it is possible they will be accompanied by delegates from countries that feel their concerns are being marginalised.
Once negotiations do get under way, delegates will find they still have a huge number of fundamental issues to address, our correspondent says.
These include the size of emissions cuts by developed nations, how finance should be raised and disbursed, and most fundamentally, whether a deal here should aim to keep the global temperature rise to 2 Celsius or just 1.5 Celsius.
Two years after governments decided to seek a new global climate deal and just three days before it's due to be completed, there's clearly still an immense amount of negotiating left to do, our correspondent adds.
'IMPORTANT MOMENT'
The high-level phase of the talks began on Tuesday, with environment ministers and negotiators from 193 countries struggling to make progress on core issues.
But the White House says President Barack Obama, who will join world leaders in Copenhagen later in the week, is confident of reaching a deal.
"The president believes that we can get... an operational agreement that makes sense in Copenhagen, over the next few days," spokesman Robert Gibbs told a briefing.
UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who is already in Copenhagen, told reporters on Tuesday that it was a critical moment.
"This is a very important moment for the world," Mr Brown said.
"It is possible that we will not get an agreement and it is also true that there are many issues to be sorted out. But I am determined... to do everything I can to bring the world together."

More than 120 leaders will formally join the talks on Thursday, aiming to seal an accord by Friday.
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The Independent (UK):'At this rate, Copenhagen will be a disaster'

15 December 2009
The battle lines are drawn. The armies are lined up. The guns are loaded. But here in Copenhagen, a phony war is underway.
For the past two days, negotiators have been bogged down in minor technical details and endless delays. 
For hours plenary meetings have been taken up by countries complaining about the process. Then finally solutions are agreed, and everyone files out to the relevant gatherings – only to find them cancelled on arrival. All of Monday disappeared down that hole.
Today, it looked like some real work was getting done. 
But with just hours left before the ‘high-level’ segment (with ministers, and – increasingly – heads of state themselves) begins, several different texts were in circulation, all laden with square brackets (indicating disagreement) around even minor issues of contention that should have been resolved last week.
At this rate, Copenhagen will not only fail, it will be a disaster.
Of course, these conferences – especially high-stakes ones like this – never end that way. Some face-saving arrangement is always cobbled together. But the question now is when the phony war will erupt into open hostilities – and whether heads of state will be able to resolve them in the time they have left.
The biggest question, one which has bedeviled climate negotiations for more than a decade, is finally reaching crunch point – about whether developing countries, which were exempted from taking on carbon emissions targets by Kyoto, will finally agree on binding measures to rein in their future emissions.
Everyone agrees that industrialised countries should act first; that much was agreed as far back as 1995. And some can claim to have done so, in Europe at least. 
But the Bush Administration lost us a decade, and time has now run out: science demands that for temperature rises to be limited to 1.5 degrees, and carbon concentrations eventually returned to 350 parts per million, global emissions must peak by 2015.
It is no accident that both India and China oppose any mention in the negotiating text of this global peaking year, or of an eventual target for atmospheric carbon levels of 350ppm. 
They know that accepting these limits necessarily implies that their era of high-carbon growth is over. For these science-based targets to be met, India cannot burn all its coal. Nor can China. Nor can South Africa. 
They must shift to low-carbon growth, and they must start that shift now.

In fairness, no-one is arguing that developing countries should take on mandatory Kyoto-style reductions right now. Instead the debate is around how far their future emissions must depart from the ‘business-as-usual’ baseline. 
The small island states – who stand to lose most as sea levels rise – now argue that developing countries should aim for 15-30% below baseline by 2020. China and India say they will never accept this.
The United States is also central here. America will never ratify Kyoto – everyone knows this. But the Obama administration has come here offering serious targets, of initial 17 per cent cuts below 2005 levels by 2020.
 It could deepen this ambition, but Obama faces a tough (if not impossible) battle to get any climate plan through the Senate, and the administration also knows that it is politically toxic domestically to take on any improved target unless China does likewise.
These are the two main belligerents facing each other over the trenches here at Copenhagen. In the next day or two the cannons will open fire. When the dust dies down, we will see whether we still have a habitable climate left.
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ABC News (US): Copenhagen Notes: Will leading nations ante up?

15 DECEMBER 2009

As Obama prepares for his appearance at the Copenhagen climate talks later this week, the Natural Resources Defense Council praised the U.S. president for several completed passes in support of environmental causes.

A Tuesday news release cited the Administration’s: Efforts to secure a global treaty to cut mercury pollution; creation of an Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force; new standards for toxic mercury and soot emissions from coal- and oil-burning plants; review of the herbicide atrazine, which is polluting water supplies in the Midwest; suspension of  mountaintop removal coal mining operations pending review and the cancellation of the sale of 77 oil and gas leases in Utah’s Red Rock Canyon.

“This is an extraordinary record of achievement,” said Frances Beinecke, president of NRDC, who is in Copenhagen with the NRDC’s delegation. “In its first 11 months, this administration has moved swiftly and effectively to protect our environment and safeguard the health of our citizens.”

The NRDC release lauded Obama for putting clean energy and climate protection “at the top of an assertive agenda”, for sending several high level officials to Copenhagen and for the EPA’s declaration last week that carbon emissions and other greenhouse gases are a public health threat.

It seemed designed to remind those who are worried that the Copenhagen talks will have to punt on a legally binding agreement (allowing global greenhouse gases to spiral out of control) that Obama has been environmentally pro-active.

NRDC pep talk aside, nine days into the conference, the outcome appears as hazy as the Scandinavian fog. 
It rests (as it always did, but more visibly now) on what “rich nations” can commit to. Will they sufficiently finance smaller nations? Will they stand up to industry by committing to big carbon rollbacks?

The NRDC release points with good cheer to Obama’s pledged goal of cutting U.S. carbon emissions by about 17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020.

But that is in the eye of the beholder.

Many environmental groups maintain that the U.S. target is far too low. 
It translates to a target reduction of only about 4 percent by 2020 compared with 1990 levels, which they say won’t avert the climate tipping points scientists warn will lead to uncontrollable climate change. 
(Lest you haven’t been reading much about this, those are the points after which our human efforts to curb carbon emissions, even to zero, would fail to reel back precipitous climate calamities, like the loss of arctic ice, flooding of major cities, droughts and reduction in agricultural lands.)

They worry that the Obama Administration will run for cover, claiming that they need to wait for the U.S. Senate to pass a strong climate bill, something that looks about as likely as the U.S. Senate passing strong health care reforms. More likely: The U.S. Senate will break for the Christmas holiday.

And so the glass looks darker from this perspective.

Over the weekend, demonstrators in Copenhagen pushed for more ambitious goals, saying that climate science demands emissions cuts of around 40 percent, compared with 1990 U.S. emissions. 
(My personal favorite protest sign: Planet Not Profit. Because ultimately, the way we do business needs to change, to favor non-polluting enterprises, if we want to remain on a healthy planet.)

The humanitarian group Oxfam International wants “rich country emissions reductions” of 40 percent, without the “loopholes and hot air” that have riddled some early proposals.

“Like cowboy builders trying to construct a house before fixing the foundations, negotiators have spent two years attempting to piece together a deal without any political agreement on the big issues,’’ said Jeremy Hobbs, executive director for Oxfam International in a Tuesday release.

“Heads of State now need to make the decisions they have shied away from for over two years.  They must deliver a deal which guarantees sharp emissions reductions and at least $200bn [billion] in new money to help poor countries tackle climate change.”

The world waits.
Back to Menu
=============================================================

Other UNEP News

KBC (Kenya): Kibaki leaves for Copenhagen

15 December 2009

President Mwai Kibaki has Tuesday left for Copenhagen Denmark to attend the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP-15).
President Kibaki is expected to underscore the need to address the issue of Climate Change alongside the deep rooted consequences of poverty including access to energy, food security and conflict resolution.

The United Nations Climate Change Conference begun on 7th December and will continue up to 18th December 2009, and it is expected to lay down comprehensive mechanisms for combating climate change.

President Kibaki has demonstrated the seriousness with which the Kenyan Government attaches to environmental conservation by initiating comprehensive strategies to protect vital water towers in the country and reforestation programmes.

Kenya has in the recent past hosted and attended regional forums aimed at building consensus among African leaders and to consolidate Africa's position during the Copenhagen Conference because the continent has suffered shocking effects from Climate change despite its minimal contribution to the global threat.

President Kibaki has asked African leaders and world leaders at large to join hands in pushing for the strengthening and upgrading of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) into a fully-fledged World Environment Organization in order to execute its mandate effectively and to remain in Nairobi.

During the African Summit of the Group of Ten on Climate Change last month, President Kibaki noted that the severity of the environmental catastrophe and related challenges in Africa justifies the enhancement of the UNEP capacity.

President Kibaki wants African countries to present new initiatives aimed at enhancing global dialogue and support for environmental solutions for the good of humanity.

The President has always emphasized that Africa's priorities for sustainable development, poverty reduction and attainment of the Millennium Development Goals must guide its engagement in the negotiations at the Copenhagen Climate Change conference.

President Kibaki asserts that Africa must talk with one voice to ensure continued commitment and support to the Kyoto Protocol as the only legal and political basis for dealing with devastating effects of climatic change.

The President observes that access to adequate and predictable financial resources would help redress the damage already done through global warming as a result of excessive carbon emissions by the industrial world.

 President Kibaki appeals to African countries to go to the Copenhagen negotiations with clearly articulated and budgeted programs and projects to help the continent meet its climate change mitigation and adaptation challenges.

He says Africa must demand that industrial countries meet their carbon reduction targets within specified timeframe and the main polluters to assume their moral obligations to significantly scale-up financial and technological resources in support of least environmental polluters on the world, especially Africa.
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Reuters:UNEP and ICLEI Launch the Carbon Climate Centre

15 december 2009

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) join forces to create the Bonn Center for Local Climate Action and Reporting - carbonn. "Cities will be one of the main drivers of climate change action so recording what they do is crucial," said David Cadman, President of ICLEI - Local Governments for sustainability. 
"Mitigation projects are a first step to achieving climate neutrality in cities and carbonn will be key to that transition." 
Carbonn is a joint project of UNEP and ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability and aims at facilitating the access of local governments to climate benchmarking instruments on a global scale. carbonn will help local governments report and compare their commitments, policies, programs and performance in greenhouse gas emission reductions. 
Carbonn will also play a pivotal role in developing standards and providing guidance on local emissions accounting and reporting.
 "Carbonn will bring climate expertise to our city," said Jurgen Nimptsch, Mayor of Bonn in Germany.
 "This time it will be climate monitoring expertise. It makes sense to bring such a project to Bonn." Through carbonn, UNEP and ICLEI will work together for the development of low-carbon cities and communities and engaging cities in the UNEP Climate Neutral Network.
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Reuters: Viet Nam's Rich Mekong and Red River Deltas Face Severe Flooding from Climate Change

15 December 2009
Climate change will have serious consequences for Viet Nam's Mekong and Red River Deltas--two key rice and agricultural producing areas in the country unless global warming is addressed.
The Red River Delta, particularly Quang Ninh province, and the Mekong River Delta are densely populated areas and home to over 40 percent of the country's population.
Both have emerged as the most vulnerable areas in the Viet Nam Climate Change Assessment Report. 
The Report has been compiled by the Institute of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment with the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
"These two Deltas play an important role in the economic health of the country and in the livelihoods of the people who live there. More than one-third of the Mekong Delta, where 17 million people live and nearly half the country's rice is grown, could be submerged if sea levels rise by one meter.
 Even under a low emission growth scenario, a fifth of the delta could be flooded," said Dr Young Woo Park, UNEP's Regional Director for the Asia-Pacific Region.
Viet Nam is considered one of countries in the world which will be most severely impacted by climate change. 
Over the last 50 years, the country has been experiencing increases in temperatures ranging from 0.05 - 0.20oC per decade, rainfall patterns have also changed, with increasing rainfall in the northern region and decreasing rainfall in the southern region, and sea levels have risen between 2-4 centimeters per decade.
Projections by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) indicate that Viet Nam will be one of the 12 countries most affected by sea-level rise. 
With a rise in sea-level of 1-metre, it is anticipated that more than 12 percent of the land will be lost, affecting up to 17 million people. A 2-metre rise in sea level would see land lost increase to 16 percent and could cost up to a third of the country's GDP.
In addition, sea-level rise could have other important economic impacts along the coastline: Expenditures on the maintenance, repair and operation of existing infrastructure are likely to increase; Run-off regimes of major rivers where hydropower stations are built would change, affecting water regulation mechanisms and hence the power generation capacity; Inundation of lowland areas would increase energy requirements for drainage pumping.
The country has developed a number of mitigation and adaptation policies to address the issue that includes more efficient and economical use of energy, including renewable, the protection of its forest resources, and the introduction of new farming techniques and technologies.
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Thaindian News (Thailand): Punjab Cricket Association to become country’s first carbon-neutral body
15 December 2009

In the backdrop of the Copenhagen climate change summit, Punjab Cricket Association (PCA) is holding talks with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to reduce its carbon footprint.
The Association is aiming to become the first carbon-neutral cricket association in the country by taking measures to cut back on its carbon emission at its stadium in Mohali.
“We are taking a lead. I had the privilege of visiting their (UNEP) office last month, during my visit to Kenya, and I was so impressed by the work which is being done by their organization, and commitment and dedication that they have. 
We thought we will request them to provide us with the know-how of going carbon-neutral,” said I. S. Bindra, President of PCA.
The Association is hopeful of making an early success of its aim by appointing those selfsame experts, who also advised mega sports events like FIFA World Cup on reduction in carbon emission.
PCA is also planning to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNEP regarding the same matter in March next year, when the third season of the Indian Premier League (IPL) would be played on its grounds.
“PCA has taken the lead to be environment-friendly and make the entire structure of cricket in Punjab green. It is not only this stadium (Mohali stadium) that we are talking about, we are talking about the upcoming stadiums in Bhatinda, existing stadiums in Patiala, Jalandhar and Amritsar and other facilities that we are setting up through the school network in Punjab,” said Vishwajeet Khanna, Vice-President of the PCA.
UNEP is also very excited on the prospect of starting people on the carbon-neutral path in India.

“The main reason basically is because sports is just that much popular in all over the world and cricket is one of the most popular sports in the world. 
So reason is, sports are very important, in order to show the people what is possible, how can you reduce the energy demand. 
So, it’s all about a question how can you give an example, not only for sports, but for the world in general. Therefore, cricket - as I mentioned - is very important for us,” said Hartmut Stahl, Programme Officer of Sport and the Environment Unit, UNEP. (ANI)
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News Today (Philippines):Our Hyper Acidic Oceans

16 December 2009

We may have to say goodbye soon to our favorite seafood treats such as oysters and other shellfish. 
It won’t be long before these marine products will be wiped out of the waters of the globe. But before they are forever gone, marine products will become so scarce that their prices will become more prohibitive in posh restaurants that only the rich could afford to dine on them. 
Fish and other seafood have become luxury food in many parts of the world already. The adage “Fish, is a poor man’s food” is anything but true.

Just a few decades ago, shellfish used to be abundant in seashores almost everywhere in the Philippines. 
Today one hardly sees any shellfish (or even just shells) on the beaches.
 I used to hear stories about people gathering shell fish (panginhason) in the shores of Calaparan where one could gather clams (imbao) plenty enough for a family’s decent meal. Today there’s hardly any trace of shell fish in the area.

Even oysters (talaba) which used to grow abundantly along the coastlines of Molo and Arevalo are now harder to find. Ask any “Talabahan” or seafood restaurant along Calumpang and they’ll tell you that they even go as far as Capiz to stock up on shell fish. Sporadic red tide caused by water pollution (among other things) has also made shellfish such as mussels a little unpalatable.

That’s because our polluted oceans have become so inhospitable to fragile ecosystems such as coral reefs and shell colonies. Human habitation, urban wastes and carbon emissions from automobiles and industries have found their way into bodies of water, making our oceans toxic.

A study by the United Nations Environment Program’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre raised serious concerns over the health of the world’s oceans. 
According to the study, a quarter of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in the atmosphere are absorbed by seas and oceans. It is said that oceans have been absorbing greater amounts of CO2 from fossil fuels, deforestation and other human activities.

While this helps minimize the effects of global warming, CO2 in the ocean is upsetting the fragile balance between ecology and marine life.

Changes in the chemical balance in oceans make our sea waters more acidic, threatening marine life. 
Scientists predict that by the year 2050, oceans will be 150% more acidic than today. And the year 2050 is just about 40 years away—which is not enough time for sea organisms to evolve or adapt to higher acid levels in the ocean and major changes in the ecosystem.

Evolution takes millions of years. That’s the length of time organisms require to adapt to new environments. 
But the UNEP study says the rise in acid levels in oceans is 100 times faster than any change in acidity experienced in the marine environment over the last 20 million years. 
This is giving very little time for evolutionary adaptation of organisms, particularly shell fish, which is very sensitive to these ecological changes.

Experts and marine scientists worldwide describe this scenario as alarming especially that ocean acidification is almost irreversible. 
Reducing acid levels in sea water may be a painstaking wait. Convention on Biodiversity Executive Secretary Ahmed Djoghlaf said it make take tens of thousands of years to correct the damage to ocean systems by global emissions of CO2. 
Fragile marine life such as shellfish may be long gone by then.

Ocean acidity may also be the final nail on the coffin for cold water corals. 
The UNEP study says that by 2100, no less than 70% of cold water corals, a key refuge and feeding ground for commercial fish species will be exposed to corrosive waters. 
Without the reefs, many fish species will have no sanctuary to feed or reproduce.

The concern for ocean health stems from the fact that many communities worldwide rely on the sea for food and livelihood. 
The Philippines is just one of these countries where fishing is a main food source not just for its people. The country exports processed seafood harvested from the nation’s once prolific seas.

UN experts say if ocean pollution is not addressed decisively, ocean acidity will not just kill marine life as it will also pose grim prospects for the world’s food basket.
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Need to tackle building sector – The Star Online

ALMOST no country in the world can hope to achieve carbon dioxide-reduction targets without including the building sector into their plan of action, declared a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) expert, Dr Arab Hoballah.

Hoballah, who heads the Sustainable Consumption and Production Branch of UNEP, delivered this sobering assessment at the International Green Buildings Conference 2009, the anchor event of the Singapore Green Building Week held in the last week of October.

What he says makes sense once we consider these figures from UNEP and OECD (Organisation for Economic Cooperation And Development): the built environment accounts for 25 to 40% of total energy use worldwide, 30 to 40% of solid waste generation, and 30 to 40% of greenhouse gas emissions.

Other estimates point out that if the energy consumed in manufacturing the steel, cement, aluminium and glass used in building construction is included, the amount of energy consumed can easily exceed 50%.

Speaking against the backdrop of the conference theme of Build Green: The Future Is Now, Hoballah bemoaned that not many governments, corporations or institution realise the immense role of buildings in stemming carbon dioxide emissions. “There are just so many low-hanging fruits for picking just by the implementation of simple measures, especially in the retrofitting of existing buildings,” he said.

However, harvesting the so-called low-hanging fruits still requires critical thought, and the need to be wary of populist measures like asking people to change light bulbs.

Maria Atkinson, Lend Lease Corp’s head for sustainability, cautioned against reliance on measures like white certificates.

“Handing out (energy efficient) light bulbs is not the solution. These measures hardly make a dent, and there is no guarantee that the bulbs that are given out are even installed,’’ said Atkinson, who is founding CEO of the Green Building Council of Australia.

A strong advocate for incentives to drive emission-reduction in the building sector, she said the building sector was quite often ignored by policymakers when they attempt to find solutions to curb emissions. “Governments need to know the emission from each building on each street, and this can already be done.’’

A huge part of the problem, according to the UNEP-Sustainable Building and Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI), is that no common measurement or baseline has been developed that enables different parties to measure the contribution and role of different buildings in different climatic conditions.

As it is, there is no universal agreement on what constitutes a sustainable building, though SBCI’s Think Tank on Global Benchmarks, composed of leading building experts from around the globe, is leading an open process to develop a globally accepted system to define sustainable buildings.

This lack of awareness about the possibilities offered by sustainable construction methods can mean a lot of frustration for the early adopters, especially those wanting to retrofit sizable buildings to be more efficient.

Obtaining financing can be a barrier, as financial institutions are unfamiliar with the tradeoffs and paybacks.

While speakers at the conference roundly acknowledged that change was taking place, they asserted that the pace was way too slow.

A pressing problem is the low rate of replacement or retrofitting of inefficient buildings all over the world.

Market and policy failures, as well as behavioural resistance, stand in the way of achieving the significant progress that the world so urgently needs.

Prominent Malaysian architect, Raja Datuk Kamarul Bahrin Shah, urged for governments to lead the way.

“These matters cannot be entirely left to the discretion of the private sector. The government has to step in with the right carrots and sticks to guide things towards the right direction. In this regard, the Singapore government has taken many positive steps. Malaysia should adopt this approach closely.

“It is no longer time for just making policy announcements, but to deliver the long-awaited follow-through in the implementation. Guidelines have already been there for a long time. What is needed is political will to make things happen,” he said.

http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2009/12/15/lifefocus/5274439&sec=lifefocus
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Wind energy can meet 65 percent of tabled 2020 emissions cuts by rich nations: GWEC  - Xinhua

    COPENHAGEN, Dec. 14 (Xinhua) -- The Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) on Monday released calculations showing that wind energy alone could achieve up to 65 percent of the emissions reductions pledges by industrialized nations. 

    "Wind power is rapidly emerging as a key technology towards a low carbon, resource efficient green economy," said Achim Steiner, UN under secretary general and executive director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), told a joint press conference of the UNEP and the GWEC in Copenhagen. 

    In the GWEC's most ambitious scenario for wind energy development, wind could produce 2,600 terawatt hours of power and save 1.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide in 2020, which would represent between 42 percent and 65 percent of the emissions cuts pledged by developed countries. 

    A UN panel of climate scientists were proposing a 25-40 percent cut in carbon emissions by rich nations by 2020 in order to keep global warming under control. According to the GWEC, global wind energy alone could contribute 34 percent of a 25 percent emissions reduction and 21 percent of a 40 percent reduction. 

    GWEC Secretary-General Steve Sawyer called on developed countries to "substantially" raise their pledges on emissions reduction and assistance to developing countries' emissions reduction programs. 

    The United States has pledged to reduce its carbon emissions by17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020, equivalent to a reduction of 4 percent compared with 1990 levels. The European Union has committed to a reduction of 20 percent from 1990 levels and promised to raise the goal to 30 percent if others also aim high. 

    "The economics and the benefits of renewables and in particular wind power are becoming increasingly convincing -- Copenhagen is the moment for governments and world leaders to match this reality with convincing decisions on emission reductions, financing and technology," said Steiner. 

    A total of 110 heads of state and government will convene in Copenhagen later this week for a climate summit to endorse efforts on reaching a deal to fight global warming. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/15/content_12647034.htm
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Carbon emissions cause irreversible damage to ocean ecosystems: study  - Xinhua

     COPENHAGEN, Dec. 14 (Xinhua) -- The sharp increases in carbon dioxide emissions are causing irreversible damage to the ocean ecosystems, which could take tens of thousand years for the oceans to recover, a new study warned on Monday. 

    According to the study, released by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), by 2050, ocean acidity could increase by 150 percent, 100 times faster than any change in acidity experienced in the marine environment over the last 20 million years. 

    Seas and oceans absorb approximately one quarter of the carbon dioxide emitted to the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels, deforestation and other human activities. 

    "As more and more carbon dioxide has been emitted into the atmosphere, the oceans have absorbed greater amounts at increasingly rapid rates, " says the study. 

    The absorption of atmospheric carbon has changed the chemical balance of the oceans, making them more acidic, which means that by the year 2100, some 70 percent of cold water corals, a key refuge and feeding ground for commercial fish species, will be exposed to corrosive waters. 

    "Ocean acidification is irreversible on timescales of at least tens of thousands of years, and substantial damage to ocean ecosystems can only be avoided by urgent and rapid reductions in global emissions of CO2," said Ahmed Djoghlaf, executive secretary of the CBD. 

    "Attention must be given to the integration of this critical issue at the global climate change debate in Copenhagen," he added. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/14/content_12646818.htm
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Wind energy can meet 65 percent of tabled 2020 emissions cuts by rich nations: GWEC – People’s Daily Online

The Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) on Monday released calculations showing that wind energy alone could achieve up to 65 percent of the emissions reductions pledges by industrialized nations. 

"Wind power is rapidly emerging as a key technology towards a low carbon, resource efficient green economy," said Achim Steiner, UN under secretary general and executive director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), told a joint press conference of the UNEP and the GWEC in Copenhagen. 

In the GWEC's most ambitious scenario for wind energy development, wind could produce 2,600 terawatt hours of power and save 1.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide in 2020, which would represent between 42 percent and 65 percent of the emissions cuts pledged by developed countries. 

A UN panel of climate scientists were proposing a 25-40 percent cut in carbon emissions by rich nations by 2020 in order to keep global warming under control. \

According to the GWEC, global wind energy alone could contribute 34 percent of a 25 percent emissions reduction and 21 percent of a 40 percent reduction. 

GWEC Secretary-General Steve Sawyer called on developed countries to "substantially" raise their pledges on emissions reduction and assistance to developing countries' emissions reduction programs. 

The United States has pledged to reduce its carbon emissions by17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020, equivalent to a reduction of 4 percent compared with 1990 levels. The European Union has committed to a reduction of 20 percent from 1990 levels and promised to raise the goal to 30 percent if others also aim high. 

"The economics and the benefits of renewables and in particular wind power are becoming increasingly convincing -- Copenhagen is the moment for governments and world leaders to match this reality with convincing decisions on emission reductions, financing and technology," said Steiner. 

A total of 110 heads of state and government will convene in Copenhagen later this week for a climate summit to endorse efforts on reaching a deal to fight global warming. 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/90856/6842706.html
………………………………………..

UN embarks on low-carbon future by detailing its own emissions – UN News Centre

15 December 2009 – As one of its first steps towards reducing its greenhouse gas footprint, the United Nations – after one of the most wide-ranging and painstaking exercises in its history – announced today that it emits 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide annually worldwide.

That amount, more than half of which is generated by peacekeeping operations, represents just 3.3 per cent of emissions generated by New York City, the host city of the UN’s headquarters.

“This first-ever inventory is just a stepping stone towards supporting the kind of goals that scientists deem necessary to combat climate change while realizing a low-carbon UN as part of a transition to a 21st century resource-efficient international body,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

The results are part of a new report, in response to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s determination to make the UN system climate-friendly, launched today in Copenhagen, Denmark, where nations are holding talks on an ambitious new climate change agreement.

The publication uses a common approach and methodology to break down emissions by the 200,000-person strong world body, from the Secretariat to specialized agencies to field operations.

Air travel is the main culprit in releasing greenhouse gases, accounting for roughly half of the emissions produced by the UN, it found.

The world body’s headquarters in New York, built in 1952, is due for a full renovation which is under way. All major building systems are set to be upgraded, with a 50 per cent drop in total energy use expected.

At the UN office in Nairobi and the base of UNEP, a new 1,200-person zero-emission office is being erected.

Agencies and programmes, including the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), are also implementing measures to reduce their carbon footprint, such as increasing the use of video conferencing and pilot hybrid-electric vehicles.

Another UNEP-backed report issued today spotlights the damage wrought by climate change on Viet Nam’s Mekong and Red River Deltas, two key agricultural areas and home to more than 40 per cent of the South-East Asian nation’s population of nearly 40 million.

“More than one third of the Mekong Delta, where 17 million people live and nearly half the country’s rice is grown, could be submerged if sea levels rise by one metre,” said Young Woo Park, UNEP’s Regional Director for the Asia-Pacific Region.

Viet Nam is one of the countries expected to bear the greatest brunt of global warming. In the past 50 years, it has experienced temperature surges of up to 0.2 degrees centigrade per decade, but rainfall patterns have also shifted, with precipitation levels having risen in the north and dropped in the south. Sea level rises of between 2 and 4 centimetres have been recorded every decade.

According to the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Viet Nam will lose over 12 per cent of its land if sea levels rise 1 metre, while a 2-metre rise would result in up to 16 per cent land loss.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33269&Cr=climate+change&Cr1=

………………………………………….

Punjab Cricket Association to become country’s first carbon-neutral body – Thaindian.com

Mohali, Dec 15(ANI): In the backdrop of the Copenhagen climate change summit, Punjab Cricket Association (PCA) is holding talks with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to reduce its carbon footprint.

The Association is aiming to become the first carbon-neutral cricket association in the country by taking measures to cut back on its carbon emission at its stadium in Mohali. 

“We are taking a lead. I had the privilege of visiting their (UNEP) office last month, during my visit to Kenya, and I was so impressed by the work which is being done by their organization, and commitment and dedication that they have. We thought we will request them to provide us with the know-how of going carbon-neutral,” said I. S. Bindra, President of PCA.

The Association is hopeful of making an early success of its aim by appointing those selfsame experts, who also advised mega sports events like FIFA World Cup on reduction in carbon emission.

PCA is also planning to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNEP regarding the same matter in March next year, when the third season of the Indian Premier League (IPL) would be played on its grounds.

“PCA has taken the lead to be environment-friendly and make the entire structure of cricket in Punjab green. It is not only this stadium (Mohali stadium) that we are talking about, we are talking about the upcoming stadiums in Bhatinda, existing stadiums in Patiala, Jalandhar and Amritsar and other facilities that we are setting up through the school network in Punjab,” said Vishwajeet Khanna, Vice-President of the PCA.

UNEP is also very excited on the prospect of starting people on the carbon-neutral path in India.

“The main reason basically is because sports is just that much popular in all over the world and cricket is one of the most popular sports in the world. So reason is, sports are very important, in order to show the people what is possible, how can you reduce the energy demand. So, it’s all about a question how can you give an example, not only for sports, but for the world in general. Therefore, cricket - as I mentioned - is very important for us,” said Hartmut Stahl, Programme Officer of Sport and the Environment Unit, UNEP. (ANI)

http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/sports/punjab-cricket-association-to-become-countrys-first-carbon-neutral-body_100289822.html
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Korea makes bid to host 2012 climate conference - JoongAng Daily

December 16, 2009 - Korea will make its bid to host a climate summit slated for 2012 in an attempt to promote the nation’s green growth strategy to the international community, a Blue House official said yesterday. 

President Lee Myung-bak will attend the Copenhagen climate conference and give a keynote speech in English Thursday titled “Taking Action Together.” Lee will stress the spirit of “me first” in cutting greenhouse gas emissions. “President Lee will point out that the emission reduction discussion has seen little progress,” the official said. “He will send a message that instead of having the ‘you-first’ debate, advanced and developing economies should show a ‘me-first’ spirit.” 

The president will also urge the international community to begin discussions on “how to” reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in addition to “how much.” To this end, Lee will propose the establishment an international organization. 

Lee will also make public Korea’s intention to host the 2012 climate summit. The Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, often referred as the climate conference, takes place annually and the venue rotates among continents. Asia will host the conference in 2012 and Korea and Qatar are eyeing on the opportunity. 

The 2012 event will be the 18th conference and up to 15,000 delegates from 192 member nations of the UN convention are expected to attend to create a new climate plan. The Kyoto Protocol is due to expire at the end of 2012. The announcement of the host won’t be made until the end of next year, but sources at the Blue House said Denmark and major Asian countries have shown support.

http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2914046
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Little headway seen halfway through COP15 – The Japan Times

By ERIC JOHNSTON, Staff writer

COPENHAGEN — No legally binding agreement until sometime next year, emissions targets politically acceptable but not in line with what scientists recommend and only enough money to pay for the climate change needs of developing countries until the end of 2012 appear to be the likely results of the U.N. climate conference, officials and NGOs warned over the weekend.

 Midway through the conference that was supposed to produce a legally binding framework for greenhouse gas reductions for the 2012-2020 period, some progress has been made on minor technical issues, officials said.

But developed and developing countries remain divided on the big issue of how to cut greenhouse gases by the amount climatologists say is needed to prevent the worst effects of climate change but is also politically acceptable to all.

Environment Minister Sakihito Ozawa, speaking Sunday evening after an informal meeting with ministers from 44 other countries to try to bridge the gaps, said problems remained over an official draft released Friday on what a post-2012 agreement would look like.

The draft calls for a continuation of obligations of signatories to the Kyoto Protocol but effectively creates a separate category for countries like the United States and China, which never signed up for Kyoto, a category that could allow them to avoid penalties if they fail to keep their reduction pledges.

"The Kyoto Protocol only covers countries that collectively emit about 30 percent of the world's greenhouse gases. The most important thing is the total reduction of carbon dioxide, and how to get an agreement that makes it most effective to do so," Ozawa continued. "Just talking about the continuation of the Kyoto Protocol, which China and America have not joined, is a problem."

Ozawa also said there was no progress at Sunday's meeting on long-term financial assistance to developing countries, although short-term financing was discussed. Yvo de Boer, the U.N.'s top climate negotiator, is seeking $30 billion over the next three years from developed countries for short-term mitigation while developing countries and some economic studies say up to $200 billion in long-term financing is needed.

Last week, the European Union pledged nearly 7.2 billion euro ($10.8 billion) over the next three years to support mitigation efforts in developing countries and an EU official said Japan will hopefully announce its own pledge at Copenhagen soon.

NGOs have been calling on Japan to quickly declare how much it intends to provide, in the hope that it will push negotiations further along. But EU officials said they don't expect whatever amount Japan eventually announces later this week to equal the EU's funding level.

"Donations have to be proportion to your economy. Japan is much smaller than the EU or the U.S, so we wouldn't expect as large a contribution as the EU," said Anders Turesson, Sweden's chief negotiator, representing the EU, in an interview with The Japan Times.

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20091215b2.html 
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Why COP15 is vital – The Fiji Times

Matelita Ragogo

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Reading about the United Nations Convention on Climate Change talks on the other side of the planet, it would be easy to disassociate yourselves seeing that it is pretty much a group of senior civil servants, talking about the weather.

For some, developing a victim, finger-pointing attitude is perhaps the preferred response ("The industrialized world, and emerging economies like India and China did this to us and they must pay.") to what is becoming a losing battle for attempts by developing island nations to secure an adequate adaptation package.

For the majority, however, one imagines the 'ignorance is bliss' take with the litany of acronyms and intimidating vocabulary spilling out of the Bella Centre where 15,000 people gather daily as negotiators or to follow proceedings.

But what is it? Why should Fijians follow this meeting? Why should they appreciate the 100,000 people who marched through the streets of Copenhagen asking politicians to have the guts to move away from purely economic considerations here at Copenhagen and to root instead for the planet, not profits.

The journey to Copenhagen

COP stands for conference of parties, the main discussion within this annual meeting of the 192 countries that are signatories to the UNFCCC, which came into force in 1994. This year's meeting in Denmark's capital Copenhagen is the 15th and the culmination of negotiations.

COP meetings essentially explore through negotiations an international solution to the climate change issue. COP15 will cover five overarching issues - mitigation, adaptation, deforestation, technology transfer and of course finance - which are practical, affordable and will be effective.

For mitigation, discussions will centre on effective ways of reducing CO2 emissions into the atmosphere by both developed and developing countries; in terms of adaptation, COP15 must end with concrete ways of how vulnerable communities can be assisted to adapt; deforestation is crippling the planet's ability to balance increased CO2 emission and a chunk of discussion has been around how can the remaining forests be protected but at the same time, host countries of these oxygen sources be appropriately compensated; and the issue of technology transfer is important because of its potential to support economic growth in an energy-efficient and environmentally-sound manner.

The last issue, financing, will make or break negotiations. Developing countries are basically asking to be compensated for the environment degradation we are presently faced with due to past unsustainable developing practices by the industrialized economies. It is estimated that developing nations will need $US400 billion per year for mitigation and $US75-100 billion per year for adaptation - the figure touted so far at the meeting is $10 billion per year until 2013.

COP03 in 1997 birthed the Kyoto Protocol which came to force in 2005 after 141 countries ratified it. The Protocol's first commitment period expires in 2012 thus the emphasis of countries which have benefitted from the Kyoto Protocol's legally-binding element for a similar document, complete with compliance mechanisms, from COP15. Negotiations are conducted in blocks; Fiji is part of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) which is a coalition of 43 island nations and low-lying coastal countries. They are in turn part of a larger block, the G77/China.

At 'Hopenhagen'

The Alliance of Small Island States does not deny that they have come to Copenhagen with a lot of expectations - in fact they have been accused of expecting too much.

Samoa, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Solomon Islands and Nauru representatives here are sticking to their mantra.

They want an increased and genuine efforts by major polluters for a package of mitigation activities that provide for long-time stabilisation of atmospheric greenhouse gas concentration; that global average temperatures must be limited to well below 1.5 degrees Celsius; and that parties must reduce emissions by 45 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020, and by 95 per cent come 2050. 
According to the UNFCCC secretariat, developed nations have stuck to emission reduction targets of a mere 16 to 23 per cent.

As would be expected in meetings of this magnitude, there are numerous sticking points. If anything, the issues that are making the talks look a little sluggish considering that more than 100 heads of states are arriving in town this week to sign an agreement, is a reflection of how cross-cutting an issue climate change is.

Leaders seem unable to agree on a ceiling for temperature increases for instance: developed countries argue for a peak of two degrees celsius and AOSISs insist on a peak of 1.5 based on scientific evidence that to exceed this translates to oceans too warm for marine life, directly impacting on our coral reefs where daily sustenance is extracted from by coastal villages.

Another sticking point is the question of should leaders agree that the most vulnerable should benefit from the adaptation fund first, who decides who is vulnerable?

Five outcomes could be 'achieved' in Copenhagen - no agreement at all; a decision or a set of decisions; COP15 could bend to USA pressure and have a 'political' agreement, not legally-binding and without compliance mechanisms; a new agreement that replaces the Kyoto Protocol, incorporating the emerging issues like adaptation or mitigation commitments by the USA or action intentions by major developing nations; and/or two protocols - an amended, improved, updated Kyoto Protocol and a new document that is specific to items from COP15.

Post-COP15

The world's moral consciousness was aptly demonstrated when thousands walked into the night Saturday night, adding pressure to world leaders.

In Fiji, we must act now and in solidarity; start small but one must start. For as the European Commission's president Jose Manuel Barroso said in September: "If we do not sort this out, it risks becoming the longest suicide note in history."

http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=135576
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Ban calls for accelerated action in home stretch of Copenhagen climate talks

Arriving in Copenhagen, Denmark, today to inject fresh energy into climate change talks, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon exhorted nations to ‘seal the deal’ on an ambitious new agreement, warning that the well-being of all of the world’s people is at stake.
The two-week summit under way in the Danish capital is “as momentous as the

negotiations that created our great United Nations… from the ashes of war more than 60

years ago,” Mr. Ban said at the opening of the conference’s high-level segment.

“Once again, we are on the cusp of history.”
With the two-week summit set to wrap up on Friday, Mr. Ban underscored that nations cannot be allowed to fail in the home stretch, urging countries to put aside their “maximalist” negotiating positions and “unreasonable” demands.
“We do not have another year to negotiate,” he said. “Nature does not negotiate.”
Over 130 heads of State and government have confirmed their participation at conference, “clear proof that climate change has risen to the top of the global agenda,” the Secretary-General noted.
But he acknowledged that all leaders coming to Copenhagen face domestic pressures.

“No one will get everything they want in this negotiation. But if we work together and get a deal, everyone will get what they need.”
Talks were briefly suspended yesterday by African nations over the future of the Kyoto Protocol, currently the only legally binding pact on climate change.
Many industrialized countries are hoping to merge the Protocol and the outcome of the two-week Copenhagen meeting, in its second week, into a single agreement.
However, their developing counterparts, among the least responsible for greenhouse gas emissions, want to extend the Protocol past 2012, when its first commitment period ends, and hammer out a separate agreement this week in the Danish capital.
“I also know that the legitimate concerns of the most vulnerable remain,” Mr. Ban said today. “Ambition levels are not sufficient.”
An agreement that all nations can embrace must be forged in Copenhagen that brings all countries together with the common goal of reining global temperature rise to within two degrees centigrade and promotes ‘green’ growth, he said.
Any deal, the Secretary-General emphasized, must incorporate five key elements: more ambitious mid-term emissions reductions targets from industrialized countries; stepped-up efforts by developing nations to curb emissions growth; an adaptation framework; financing and technology support; and transparent and equitable governance.
He also underlined the need for countries to hammer out how to provide medium- and long-term financing to bolster climate resilience, limit deforestation and further low-emissions growth.
Addressing reporters earlier today, Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), said that the process is “not about ramming the interests of a few down the throats of many. 
This process is about many trying to address all interests.”
Complicating the negotiations in Copenhagen are the various interests, he said, including small island nations’ fears that they will be inundated by sea level rise, oil producers fearing the future of the economy and major developing nations which are concerned about economic growth and poverty eradication.
Nobel Peace Prize laureate and green advocate Wangari Maathai was inducted as a UN Messenger of Peace with a special focus on the environment and climate change in Copenhagen today.
“Wangari Maathai is a living example of how much difference one person, with passion and dedication, can make in the world,” the Secretary-General said at the induction ceremony.
Professor Maathai, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004, founded the grassroots group known as the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 40 million trees on community lands across Africa and worked to improve environmental conservation and reduce poverty.
“She was also the first environmental activist to win [the Nobel Peace Prize] – sending an important message that environmental protection is every bit a matter of peace and security as the more traditional diplomatic efforts that usually claim the award,” Mr. Ban said.
UN agencies and their partner organizations also took part in raising awareness of the humanitarian toll of climate change, holding a ‘Humanitarian Day’ in Copenhagen.
The various events held to mark the Day sought to give a joint voice to humanitarian actors “to put across the message the climate change is not some abstract problem for the future,” John Holmes, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, told reporters.
“It’s a problem which is happening right here and now and happening to ordinary people, particularly the poorest and most vulnerable populations around the world.”
Mr. Holmes, who also serves as UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, pointed to the humanitarian impacts of climate change, including the increasing number and intensity of disasters, as well as migration triggered by factors such as a rise in sea levels.
“We can do something about this. We are not helpless in the face of this,” he stressed, underscoring the importance of disaster risk reduction, early warning systems and others.
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UN embarks on low-carbon future by detailing its own emissions
As one of its first steps towards reducing its greenhouse gas footprint, the United Nations – after one of the most wide-ranging and painstaking exercises in its history– announced today that it emits 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide annually worldwide.
That amount, more than half of which is generated by peacekeeping operations, represents

just 3.3 per cent of emissions generated by New York City, the host city of the UN’s

headquarters.
“This first-ever inventory is just a stepping stone towards supporting the kind of goals that

scientists deem necessary to combat climate change while realizing a low-carbon UN as part of a transition to a 21st century resource-efficient international body,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).
The results are part of a new report, in response to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s determination to make the UN system climate-friendly, launched today in Copenhagen, Denmark, where nations are holding talks on an ambitious new climate change agreement.
The publication uses a common approach and methodology to break down emissions by the 200,000-person strong world body, from the Secretariat to specialized agencies to field operations.
Air travel is the main culprit in releasing greenhouse gases, accounting for roughly half of the emissions produced by the UN, it found.
The world body’s headquarters in New York, built in 1952, is due for a full renovation which is under way. 
All major building systems are set to be upgraded, with a 50 per cent drop in total energy use expected.
At the UN office in Nairobi and the base of UNEP, a new 1,200-person zero-emission office is being erected.
Agencies and programmes, including the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), are also implementing measures to reduce their carbon footprint, such as increasing the use of video conferencing and pilot hybrid-electric vehicles.
Another UNEP-backed report issued today spotlights the damage wrought by climate change on Viet Nam’s Mekong and Red River Deltas, two key agricultural areas and home to more than 40 per cent of the South-East Asian nation’s population of nearly 40 million.
“More than one third of the Mekong Delta, where 17 million people live and nearly half the country’s rice is grown, could be submerged if sea levels rise by one metre,” said Young Woo Park, UNEP’s Regional Director for the Asia-Pacific Region.
Viet Nam is one of the countries expected to bear the greatest brunt of global warming. In the past 50 years, it has experienced temperature surges of up to 0.2 degrees centigrade per decade, but rainfall patterns have also shifted, with precipitation levels having risen in the north and dropped in the south. 
Sea level rises of between 2 and 4 centimetres have been recorded every decade.

According to the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Viet Nam will lose over 12 per cent of its land if sea levels rise 1 meter, while a 2-metre rise would result in up to 16 per cent land loss.
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SECRETARY-GENERAL SAYS COPENHAGEN OFFERS CHANCE TO CHANGE HISTORY’S COURSE
· The Secretary-General addressed the opening of the plenary session of high-level segment of the climate change conference in Copenhagen, urging delegates to write a different future.  He said that we have a real chance to change the course of history, and that the time for maximalist negotiating positions is over. He added that the time for consensus had arrived. If we work together and get a deal, everyone will get what they need, he said.
 

· Since his arrival in Copenhagen, the Secretary-General has been meeting with key officials on climate change while an estimated 130 heads of state and government prepare to converge in the Danish capital for the high-level session of the climate change conference. As he said on Monday, he has made Kenyan activist Wangari Maathai a Messenger of Peace dealing with climate change issues.
 

· After the plenary, the Secretary-General and Danish Prime Minister, Lars Løkke Rasmussen, gave a joint press conference.
 

· Asked about problems in letting people enter the conference centre in Copenhagen, the Spokesperson said that a system was put in place to rotate the number of people getting into the building because it was over capacity in terms of the number of delegates, NGO representatives and journalists who were accredited to attend. The large presence of people attending the conference, Nesirky added, was a testament to the level of interest in the event.
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UNITED NATIONS TAKES FIRST STEP IN REDUCING ITS EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT

· Also in Copenhagen today, the United Nations system has announced its greenhouse gas footprint -- as part of a first step to reduce these emissions.
 

· In response to the Secretary-General’s determination to make the UN a climate-friendly body, the UN’s Environment Management Group (EMG) has covered emissions arising from the various UN agencies and its headquarters, as well as field operations and peacekeeping missions.
 

· The UN emits the equivalent of 1.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide annually, of which approximately 1 million tonnes comes from peacekeeping operations.
 

· This inventory is a first step in cutting back emissions. The United Nations will now work towards a common approach on emission reductions and also towards emission reduction strategies for each UN institution.
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