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Business Daily (Kenya): Country’s forests likely to benefit if talks succeed

17 December 2009

Steve Mbogo

Countries such as Kenya could win big at the Copenhagen climate change negotiations if delegates agree to sign an agreement that will pay for maintenance and expansion of forests.

The deal, which some negotiators here said could be the greatest achievement of this conference, is likely to be signed on Thursday when ministers from negotiating countries finish reading through the draft.

The agreement is known as Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD).

It was among key priorities for Africa, in addition to a similar agreement for agriculture because of its ability to act as a carbon dioxide sink and the overall legally binding climate change agreement.

The passing of the agreement could help Kenya reforest and perhaps reverse the devastating deforestation that has been partly blamed for the drought that ravaged the country this year.

Kenya’s forest cover is barely 1.7 per cent of the total landmass against the United Nations recommended cover of 10 per cent.

The agreement means that money will now be available to help expand forest cover through funding from governments and corporations, which want to mitigate their own carbon dioxide emissions.

Environment PS Lawrence Lenayapa said last month that financing of expansion of the forest cover in Kenya is part of the Kenya’s agenda at the ongoing talks.
“It is not enough to have a negotiated text, but to know the cost of taking action and [the Kenyan] strategy will reflect the reality of our need as a country,” Mr Lenayapa told Business Daily.
It is not known how much exactly it will cost to have 10 per cent of Kenya’s land mass covered by forests, but the cost includes buying seedlings, labour and a possible buyout of land by the government, or alternatively, reclaiming of waste land to make it suitable for planting as Ethiopia has done.
Execution of such a plan to reforest land will not be new in Kenya because two projects tied to climate change are already underway.
The Green Belt Movement for instance could start earning money as early as 2011 from its reforestation and conservation project with farmers along the Aberdares Mountain Range.
The United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) and other partners are also working with farmers in Cherangany Hills, Bogoria, Taita Hills, Kinale alongside Nzoia river, Yala, and Nyando catchments of the Lake Victoria basin to grow more trees while still farming, an opportunity for twin-income generation through earnings from reduced carbon emissions and the sale of farm produce.
“Farming carbon alongside farming crops is just one of the tantalising prospects emerging as a result of the world’s urgent need to combat climate change,” said Achim Steiner, the Unep executive director.
He said managing land and its vegetation in more intelligent and climate-friendly ways could generate multiple benefits like.
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Itar-Tass (Russia): Medvedev to depart for Copenhagen to attend climate change summit
17 December 2009
Moscow - Russian President Dmitry Medvedev will depart on Thursday afternoon for Copenhagen to take part in a meeting of the heads of state and government within the framework of the United Nations Climate Change Conference.
On Thursday evening the RF head of state is expected to take part in a reception given on behalf of the Queen of Denmark, as well as will possibly hold working meetings with the foreign colleagues.
The main working meeting of the leaders will be held on Friday.

The RF president is expected to take the floor at it presenting the Russian view on the climate change problem.
Besides, Medvedev is expected to continue a series of bilateral contacts with the foreign heads of state. In the view of experts, one of the most expected meetings may become a conversation of the RF president with US President Barack Obama, however, neither the Kremlin nor the White House have officially reported that such a conversation is planned.
The RF president stated Russia’s position on the global climate change in his blog this week calling cooperation of all countries in the settlement of this problem “vitally important.”
“The largest world economies, which means the largest emitters of greenhouse gases, such as the United States, China, India, Russia, Brazil and others, should simultaneously assume the necessary obligations and rigorously fulfil them,” he is certain. 
“Our disparate efforts will be fruitless and senseless,” the Russian leader stressed.
The United Nations Climate Change Conference is taking place at the Bella Centre in Copenhagen, Denmark, between 7 December and 18 December 2009.

The conference includes the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 5th Meeting of the Parties (COP/MOP 5) to the Kyoto Protocol.
According to the Bali Road Map, a framework for climate change mitigation beyond 2012 is to be agreed there.

The conference was preceded by the Climate Change: Global Risks, Challenges and Decisions scientific conference, which took place in March 2009 and was also held at the Bella Centre.
On 28 January 2009, the European Commission released a position paper, “Towards a comprehensive climate agreement in Copenhagen.”

The position paper “addresses three key challenges: targets and actions; financing [of “low-carbon development and adaptation”]; and building an effective global carbon market.”
In order to demonstrate good example, the European Union had committed to implementing binding legislation, even without a satisfactory deal in Copenhagen.
Last December, the European Union revised its carbon allowances system called the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) designed for the post-Kyoto period (after 2013).

This new stage of the system aims at further reducing greenhouse gases emitted in Europe in a binding way and at showing the commitments the EU had already done before the Copenhagen meeting.

To avoid carbon leakage-relocation of companies in other regions not complying with similar legislation-the EU Commission will foresee that sectors exposed to international competition, should be granted some free allocations of CO2 emissions provided that they are at least at the same level of a benchmark.

Other sectors should buy such credits on an international market. Energy intensive industries in Europe have advocated for this benchmark system in order to keep funds in investment capacities for low carbon products rather than for speculations.

The European chemical industry claims here the need to be closer to the needs of citizens in a sustainable way.

To comply with such commitments for a low-carbon economy, this requires competitiveness and innovations.
The French Minister for Ecology Jean-Louis Borloo pushes the creation of the Global Environment Organisation as France’s main institutional contribution, to offer a powerful alternative to the UNEP.
Some small protests occurred during the first week of the conference. 
A much larger march was held in Copenhagen on December 12 calling for a global agreement on climate. Between 40,000 and 100,000 people attended. 
968 protesters were arrested at the event, including 19 who were arrested for carrying pocket knives and wearing masks during the demonstration.
Of these all but 13 were released without charge. 
One police officer was injured by a rock and a protester was injured by fireworks.

Some protestors were detained by police for several hours without access to food, water or toilets, before being arrested and taken to a holding facility on coaches. 
Protestors were said to be angry at the use of what they considered “heavy-handed” police tactics. 
The police said the measures were necessary to deal with organizations such as Never Trust A COP which stated on its website that it would “consciously attack the structures supporting the COP15.” 
Per Larsen, the chief coordinating officer for the Copenhagen police force told the New York Times that it was “surely the biggest police action we have ever had in Danish history.”
The Yes Men made a false statement purporting to be from the Canadian environment minister Jim Prentice, which pledged to cut carbon emissions by 40% below 1990 levels by 2020. 
The statement was followed by another faked statement from the Ugandan delegation, praising the original pledge and The Yes Men also released a spoof press conference on a fake form of the official website. 
The statement was written about by the Wall Street Journal before being revealed as a hoax. Jim Prentice described the hoax as “undesirable.”
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Telegraph (UK): Copenhagen climate conference: ministers plan new summit
16 December 2009
James Kirkup, and Louise Gray 

World leaders could put off major decisions on global warming for another six months time amid a warning from Gordon Brown that at the Copenhagen climate conference is threatened with “deadlock”.

The Prime Minister spoke as Governments meeting in Denmark failed to resolve their disputes over how much to cut their emissions, how to prove that those cuts are actually made, and who should pay for the move to a low-carbon economy.
As British officials admitted that the talks remain “ very difficult”, Ed Miliband, the climate change secretary, signalled Britain is prepared to back a move to hold another international climate summit in Mexico City next summer, several months ahead of schedule.
The prospect of bringing forward the Mexico meeting was first made by Al Gore, the former US vice president and environmentalist.
Mr Miliband said bureaucratic wrangling was threatening to exhaust the time available to secure a deal at the Danish meeting.
"We have to find ways of unblocking this procedural wrangling because if we exhaust ourselves and run the clock down we will not get an agreement," he said, adding that he was frustrated at "talking about talks rather than talking."

Achim Steiner, the head of the UN Environment Programme, said that without a real deal, it could be better to defer big decisions until the next summit.
Mr Steiner said: “A meaningless deal in Copenhagen cannot be in anyone’s interests because it locks us into another decade of inadequate action and co-operation so if time runs out there is always the option of stopping the clock and reconvening to get it right. 
“But the risk is that that the momentum that is so characteristic of these 10 days in Copenhagen might be lost and then the world will struggle to take this further in the next six to 12 months.”
Mr Brown insisted that he could “see a way through” the disputes, but accepted the possibility of failure.
He said: “I don’t agree with the proposition that people have given up on this meeting at all. Of course, there is a possibility of a deadlock, of course there is a possibility that people will find it difficult to come to an agreement.”
Among the major issues still undecided is how much the US will reduce its carbon emissions.

At the moment the US has pledged to cut emissions by 17 per cent on 2005 levels. 
This equates to around 4 per cent on 1990 levels and there is increasing pressure at the Copenhagen climate summit for the US to raise its target.
Mr Brown said he wanted the US to offer bigger cuts. “The American offer is a very significant reduction in a very short period of time, but everyone is being asked to set a higher level of ambition”, he said.
However, US officials in Copenhagen have ruled out any increase, British officials privately accepted that any increase in the American offer is very unlikely.
The Copenhagen talks are also supposed to agree to a dollars 100 billion fund to finance carbon-reducing technologies in developing countries.
Yet here again, officials said an agreement on contributions remains elusive. One senior British source said that any text agreed on Friday might only set approximate ranges for rich countries’ contributions to the fund and not give precise numbers.
There is also a continued stand-off between China and the US, the world’s two biggest carbon emitters.
Jose Manuel Barroso, president of the European Commission, singled out the two for blame over the deadlock in negotiations.
All countries “need our American partners and Chinese partners to move more" if the deal is to be successful, he said at a press conference.
China has pledged to cut emissions by 40 per cent on “business as usual” – although this actually allows for an increase due to the rate of the superpower’s growth.
Significantly, Beijing has also opposed independent international verification and reporting on its carbon emissions cuts.
At the summit, US Senator John Kerry insisted America will not cut greenhouse gas emissions until emerging countries like China also agree to monitoring.
Mr. Kerry, who has been behind efforts to pass climate legislation in the Senate, said any new climate deal will only pass through the US Senate if American workers know there are similar limits on industry in the East.
He said: "To pass a bill, we must be able to assure a senator from Ohio that steel workers in his state won't lose their jobs to India and China because those countries are not participating in a way that is measurable, reportable and verifiable," he said.
"Every American - indeed, I think all citizens - need to know that no country will claim an unfair advantage."
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EcoSeed (Blog): U.N. owes up to huge carbon footprint

16 December 2009
Jen Balboa
The United Nations emits the equivalent of 1.7 million metric tons of carbon dioxide annually, of which 1 million metric tons comes from peacekeeping operations, according to a report coordinated by its Environmental Management Group.

The emissions report, entitled Moving Towards a Climate Neutral U.N., finds air travel responsible for about half of the emissions the global organization produces.
Excluding peacekeeping operations, the U.N.’s facility, operations and travel emit approximately 770,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide.

The total emissions of the organization represent an emissions level equal to 3.3 percent of that produced by New York City, its host metropolis.
The report, released during the continuing Copenhagen climate conference, included greenhouse gas inventory data from various U.N. agencies and its headquarters, as well as field operations and peacekeeping missions in Africa, among others.

Measuring its total carbon footprint was said to be one of the most wide-ranging and painstaking exercises ever undertaken across the organization’s system. The U.N. aims to set an example of measuring its own emissions while finding ways to curb them.
"It is incumbent on every country and every organization including the U.N. to first measure, and then to measure down, its environmental impact,” said Achim Steiner, executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme and chair of the Environment Management Group.
“This first ever inventory is just a stepping stone towards supporting the kind of goals that scientists deem necessary to combat climate change while realizing a low carbon U.N. as part of a transition to a 21st century resource efficient international body,” he added.
The inventory used a common methodology that gives a detailed picture of the total footprint. 
It also includes an overview of the initial steps the U.N. took to offset and manage its emissions.
Five U.N. system organizations have declared themselves climate-neutral or carbon-neutral while another six have made specific high-profile events or meetings entirely or partially climate-neutral.
The U.N. headquarters complex built in 1952 is slated for a comprehensive full renovation.

The U.N. plans to upgrade all major building systems, reinforce the building’s structural integrity and remove all asbestos. 
Energy use is expected to go down by 50 percent after the renovation.
Back to Menu
=============================================================

COP-15 in the News

Reuters: Obama heads to Copenhagen as climate talks falter
17 December 2009
Washington - President Barack Obama heads to Copenhagen on Thursday to help secure a U.N. climate pact, staking his credibility on an as yet elusive deal that has ramifications for him at home and on the world stage.

Obama is expected to arrive in the Danish capital on Friday morning, joining about 120 other world leaders to finish a complicated process of reaching a political agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and fight global warming.
The time is short and the stakes are high. With his top domestic priority of healthcare reform legislation percolating in Washington, the president plans to stay in Copenhagen less than a day.
That may or may not be enough time to overcome persistent disagreements between developed and developing nations that have marred two weeks of talks, but Obama's presence and contribution could be a potential deal-maker.
The United States has proposed to cut its greenhouse gas emissions in the range of 17 percent by 2020 compared with 2005 levels. That corresponds to a 3 percent reduction from 1990 levels, the baseline used by the European Union and others.
Obama is unlikely to propose a more aggressive emissions reduction target, which many countries have demanded. His goals are based on a bill that passed the House of Representatives but has yet to go through the Senate before it can become law.
Still, White House spokesman Robert Gibbs said Obama hoped to help break a deadlock around outstanding issues surrounding developed countries' emissions targets and disagreements about financial support for poor countries dealing with climate change.
"I think leaders representing developing and developed nations all over the world coming to Copenhagen gives ... an opportunity for some of those issues to be resolved and a breakthrough to happen," Gibbs said on Wednesday.
"The president is ... hopeful that his presence can help that, and hopeful that, again, we leave Copenhagen with a strong operational agreement, even as we work toward something even stronger in the future."
RISKS ON ALL SIDES
Environmentalists say Obama could turn the talks around by pledging his strong support for the Senate climate bill, which has a more aggressive 20 percent emissions reduction target, and by putting his full efforts into the issue once healthcare reform is finished.
He could also ease conflicts over funding by promising to ask Congress for more money in the U.S. budget for fiscal 2011 to help poor countries adapt to climate change.
His visit is fraught with risks. If the president, a Democrat, puts a more aggressive offer on the table, he could face criticism from Republicans who charge the United States is going too far without getting enough in return from big developing economies such as India and China.
If he is more cautious and the talks end up faltering, he would be connected to that failure and his efforts to pass domestic climate change legislation could suffer along with his credibility among other international leaders.
"He's sort of damned if he does, damned if he doesn't, and (so) he might as well do the thing that's right," said Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy at the Union of Concerned Scientists, urging Obama to push the talks forward.
"This is the kind of thing that, if you think about it, he ran for president to do. The kind of thing he got awarded his Nobel Prize because of the potential to do," Meyer said.
Obama has been making phone calls to other world leaders this week to discuss the process before his arrival.
There is some speculation Obama would also sign an updated pact with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev to reduce nuclear arms stockpiles during his short European trip, but the White House played down the chances a deal on that issue would be reached in time.
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Reuters: Copenhagen climate talks in trouble, blame begins
17 December 2009

Copenhagen - Prospects for a strong U.N. climate pact grew more remote on Thursday at the climax of two-year talks as ministers and leaders blamed leading emitters China and the United States for deadlock on carbon cuts.

Dozens of heads of state were arriving in the Danish capital to address the December 7-18 conference, meant to sign a new pact to curb greenhouse gas emissions on Friday. Negotiators' failure to draft a coherent text means they have a mountain to climb.
"The news that we've been receiving is not good," Chancellor Angela Merkel told the German parliament.
"I must say very honestly, that the United States' offer to cut by 4 percent compared to 1990 levels is not ambitious."
Environment ministers at the talks have so far failed to close a rift over how far the developing world should join industrialized countries in cutting carbon emissions.
U.S. President Barack Obama has offered cuts in greenhouse gases of 3-4 percent versus 1990 levels by 2020, or 17 percent against 2005 levels. The European Union has said it will cut by at least 20 percent against 1990.
Talks stalled overnight on procedure, after some developing nations and China rejected a proposal by the Danish hosts to break talks into smaller groups to speed up progress. They insisted that everyone should see Denmark's proposal.
"I fear a triumph of form over substance," said Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd.
China told participants it saw no possibility of achieving a detailed accord to tackle global warming, an official from another nation involved in the talks said. The official, who asked not to be identified, told Reuters the Chinese had instead suggested issuing "a short political declaration of some sort."
India's environment minister accused rich countries of planning a "propaganda campaign" to blame developing nations for any breakdown in negotiations. Developing economies are expected to add almost all future growth in carbon emissions.
"We are in the end game," said Jairam Ramesh. "It's only a matter of time before the blame game starts. Already some developed countries are accusing the G77 (developing nation group), Africa. This is completely, incomprehensively wrong."
European environment ministers said talks were in danger.
"We've got a serious situation," German environment minister Norbert Roettgen told Reuters.
LEADERS COMING
The Copenhagen summit is meant to agree a global climate deal, as a basis for agreement on a full treaty next year, intended to avoid dangerous climate change and drive a shift to a greener global economy less dependent on fossil fuels.
In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu told reporters on Thursday that China was committed to the negotiations. "China hopes the Copenhagen meeting is successful, and has always taken a constructive attitude," she said.
About 120 heads of state and government will join the talks on Thursday and Friday. Obama plans to arrive on Friday morning.
While the overall picture appears bleak, there has been some progress in areas critical to reaching a deal.
Africa dramatically scaled back its expectations for climate aid from rich nations on Wednesday, and Japan pledged about $11 billion in public funds to 2012 to help poor countries adapt to a warmer world and cut their emissions.
(With extra reporting by Anna Ringstrom, Alister Doyle, Krittivas Mukherjee, Karin Jensen; Writing by Gerard Wynn; Editing by Janet McBride)
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New York Times (US)/ Reuters: Hopes For Copenhagen Climate Deal Fade

17 December 2009

Prospects for a strong U.N. climate change deal grew more remote on Thursday at the climax of two years of talks, with developed and developing nations deadlocked on sharing cuts in greenhouse gases.

Dozens of heads of state were arriving in the Danish capital to address the December 7-18 conference, which is meant to sign a new pact to curb greenhouse gas emissions on Friday.

Ministers have struggled to craft a coherent text for the leaders to sign because they have so far failed to close a rift over how far developing world should join industrialized countries in cutting carbon emissions.

A Danish proposal to break the talks into smaller groups to speed up progress foundered on opposition from poor countries, backed by top greenhouse gas emitter China.

"There was no progress overnight in consultations on how to consult," said a source who declined to be identified.

"We are in serious trouble. There is hope that the arrival of Lula (Brazil) and the Chinese PM might unblock this."

China told participants it saw no possibility of achieving a detailed accord to tackle global warming, an official from another nation involved in the talks said early on Thursday.

The official, who asked not to be identified, told Reuters the Chinese had instead suggested issuing "a short political declaration of some sort," but it was not clear what that declaration would say.

China was still committed to the negotiations, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu told reporters in Beijing on Thursday. Jiang told a regular news conference that "China hopes the Copenhagen meeting is successful, and has always taken a constructive attitude."

Talks on Wednesday had stalled after some developing nations rejected a proposal by the Danish hosts to try and simplify complex drafts by convening a small ministerial group to narrow long lists of negotiating options.

China also wanted all countries involved. Some developed nations ministers complained that the talks could be strangled on issues of procedure.

"People can kill this process, kill the agreement with process arguments. It is very dangerous at the moment," said Britain's energy and climate minister Ed Miliband late on Wednesday, declining to name any countries.

LEADERS COMING

The Copenhagen summit is meant to agree a global climate deal, as a basis for agreement on a new treaty to succeed the existing Kyoto Protocol after 2012, to avoid dangerous climate change and drive a shift to a greener global economy less dependent on fossil fuels.
About 120 heads of state and government will join the talks on Thursday and Friday, with U.S. President Barack Obama planning to arrive on Friday morning.
Speakers are lined up to address the summit until the small hours of the morning, including political heavyweights such as Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula de Silva and French President Nicolas Sarkozy.

While the overall picture appears bleak, there has been some progress in areas critical to reaching a deal.

Africa dramatically scaled back its expectations for climate aid from rich nations on Wednesday, and Japan pledged about $11 billion in public funds to 2012 to help poor countries adapt to a warmer world and cut their emissions.

Substantial progress is stalled on sharing the cost of emissions cuts, and a disagreement over whether to craft one new climate treaty or extend the present Kyoto Protocol and add an extra pact involving more nations.

Kyoto binds the emissions of nearly 40 industrialized countries, but not the United States which never ratified the pact, and does not require action of developing nations.

Under a new deal, the United States wants international scrutiny of performance by developing nations against targets to slow growth in their emissions, something they have rejected.

(With extra reporting by Anna Ringstrom, Alister Doyle, Krittivas Mukherjee, Karin Jensen; Writing by Gerard Wynn; Editing by Janet McBride)
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The New York Times (US): Police Beat Back Massed Climate Protesters 

16 December 2009
Tom Zeller Jr. and John M. Broder
Copenhagen – Police officers used pepper spray and wielded batons on Wednesday to beat back hundreds of demonstrators outside the global climate meeting here, as a police spokesman said 250 people had been arrested. 

Police clash with protesters at a roadblock near the venue of the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen on Wednesday. 
The police tried to disperse the chanting, drum-beating protesters who had marched from a train station about a mile away to try to make their way to the Bella Center, where representatives from nearly 200 countries are meeting to try to reach an accord on climate change.

A group of 50 to 100 delegates emerged from the convention center, seeking to meet with the protesters, but they, too, were driven back by the police.
In another development, the Danish chairwoman of the conference, Connie Hedegaard, said she was stepping down and that the Danish prime minister, Lars Lokke Rasmussen, would take her place as heads of state from around the world begin arriving in Copenhagen. 
Ms. Hedegaard, a conservative, was Denmark’s minister of climate and energy and her placement as chairwoman of the conference was seen as part of a shifting of global environmental issues from the fringe into the political mainstream.
In Wednesday’s demonstrations, protesters began massing north of the center shortly before noon and pressed into a tight line of riot police blocking access to the hall.

Some of the officers wielded truncheons against the chanting, shoving protesters in a close-order scrum. 
After forcibly removing protesters from a truck parked in an intersection outside the Bella Center, police in blue vans kept moving the protesters backwards, nearly pushing some into a watery marsh.
As the police vans advanced, skirmishes broke out with protesters who formed human chains and chanted their commitment to nonviolence and to helping people in parts of the world that they said would be hardest hit by climate change.
A number of protesters encouraged individual groups to keep pushing against the police.
Police deployed water cannon at the southeast corner of the center to push back the marchers if necessary.
 “I can only say,” said Per Larsen, chief coordinator for the Danish police, “that they will not be able to enter the Bella Center.” 
Climate Justice Action, a Danish umbrella group that has served as the organizing agent for a number of planned and spontaneous demonstrations during the conference, has a permit to march along a specified route south of the venue. 
According to one organizer, Anne Petermann, the overarching message of Wednesday’s action is that the United Nations process for curbing climate change is a failure, and that there are “thousands of other solutions to climate change that aren’t being considered,” she said.
Another member of the protest group, Richard Bernard, said he expected arrests and possible clashes with police. “Danish police have been violating human rights all week,” he said.
Authorities were restricting access to the rail station serving the Bella Center, forcing many conference attendees to walk a mile or more in cold drizzle and biting winds. 
Groups of delegates and members of nongovernmental organizations continued to stream on foot past subway stations that had been closed to prevent demonstrators from converging. 
They passed groups of detained protesters seated in neat rows, their hands tied with plastic police strips. Behind a department store, about a dozen detained protesters under police guard chanted anti-capitalist slogans. 
Inside the center, senior officials, including Gordon Brown, the British prime minister, and Kevin Rudd, the Australian leader, arrived ahead of other world leaders to begin what was expected to be an intense day of talks to try to untangle some of the many issues standing in the way of a global agreement. 
Negotiators debated until just before dawn without setting new goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions or for financing poorer countries’ efforts to cope with coming climate change, key elements of any deal, The Associated Press reported. 
"I regret to report we have been unable to reach agreement," John Ashe of Antigua, chairman of one negotiating group, said to the full 193-nation conference later Wednesday morning, the A.P. said. 
More than 100 heads of government were expected to arrive for the final negotiating sessions. The two-week meeting is scheduled to conclude on Friday and organizers were warning that time was short. 
“In these very hours, we are balancing between success and failure,” Ms. Hedegaard told delegates Tuesday night before she stepped down. “Success is still within reach. But I must also warn you: we can fail.” 
Much of the focus on Wednesday was expected to be on the financing arrangements of the deal, under which industrialized nations would transfer billions of dollars annually to poor nations to help them cope with a changing climate. 
One of the proposals to be discussed Wednesday was put forward by Meles Zenawi, the prime minister of Ethiopia, who has been in talks with Mr. Brown, President Obama and other leaders. The amount and timing of payments was still under discussion. 
Norway and Mexico have also offered a financing plan, which envisions annual payments to developing countries substantially higher than the $10 billion annual figure that Mr. Obama said the United States would support in the near term. 
Developing countries have said that they will need $100 billion to $200 billion a year by 2020 to pay for low-carbon energy development and adaptation to global warming changes. 
Outside the hall, police searched the bags of potential protesters and watched warily as crowds began to gather at rail stops within walking distance of the Bella Center. 
Mette Hermansen, 27, studying to train teachers, and a member of the International Socialists of Denmark, said, “In the Bella Center they are not discussing solutions to climate change.

They are discussing how rich countries can continue emitting and how to sell that to the public.  We are not preventing leaders from making solutions but encouraging them to make solutions.” 
James Kanter and Lars Kroldup contributed reporting from Copenhagen, and Jack Healy from New York.
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AFP: Africa, backed by EU, tables climate fund

17 December 2009

The African group of nations, backed by the European Union, tabled a plan at UN climate talks Wednesday for rich countries to help developing ones cope with global warming and green their economies.
Put forward by Ethiopian prime minister Meles Zenawi, who heads the group, the proposal calls for a three-year, 30 billion dollars "fast-start" fund starting in 2010.
This would progress to 50 billion dollars annually in 2015, and 100 billion within a decade.

The latter figure is well below the 400 billion dollars -- one percent of the GDP of rich countries -- called for by the G77 group of 130 developing nations.
But it matches the amount EU leaders have said developing countries would need each, potentially laying the ground for agreement on long-term funding.
"I know my proposal will disappoint those Africans who, from the point of view of justice, have asked for full compensation of the damage done to our development prospects," Meles told a ministerial meeting of the 194-nation UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
"Because we have more to lose than others, we have to be prepared to be flexible," he said.

How much money poor nations need to adapt to rising seas, droughts and floods, and to reduce their carbon emissions, is one of the most critical -- and up to now contentious -- issues blocking the troubled talks.
Separately on Wednesday, Japan said it would offer 1.75 trillion yen (19.5 billion dollars at current exchange rates) for the three-year fund, giving a boost to the Copenhagen process less than two days before some 120 world leaders convene in an attempt to seal a planet-saving deal.
Europe has previously said it would cough up 7.2 billion Euros (10.6 billion dollars), while the United States has said only that it will pay a "fair share."
For the short-term financing, Meles suggested that a trust fund administered by donor and recipient nations manage the money, and that 40 percent be earmarked for Africa.
At least half the long-term fund should be allocated for adaptation in "vulnerable and poor countries and regions such as Africa and the small island states," he said.
The fund, he added, could be financed through "creative financing mechanisms" such as a carbon tax, the global auction of emission rights, or a tax on commercial air traffic and shipping.

Greenpeace welcomed the announcement, saying it "injected hope into the stalling Copenhagen negotiations."
"Support from the EU for this African proposal clearly increases pressure on US President Obama to recognize the need for long-term funding," said the green group's EU policy director Joris den Balnken.
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BBC (UK): Copenhagen climate summit progress 'too slow' 

15 December 2009

Mr. de Boer said not enough progress had been made at the summit

Negotiations at the Copenhagen summit are progressing too slowly, the UN's climate chief has warned. 
Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the UN's climate body, said there was still an "enormous amount of work" to be done before a final deal could be signed. 
Delegates are currently poring over the details of a new draft text, ahead of the start of the conference's high-level segment on Tuesday evening. 
On Friday, about 120 world leaders will attend the summit's final session. 
"We are at a very distinct and important moment," he told reporters in Copenhagen. 

"We have - over the last week or so - seen progress in a number of areas, but we haven't seen enough of it.
"There is still an enormous amount of work and ground to be covered if this conference is to deliver what people expect it to deliver."
UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown will be one of the first leaders here, arriving on Tuesday evening. 
Non-governmental organizations are protesting that many campaigners will be turned away from the venue. 
Far more people have applied to attend the summit than Copenhagen's Bella Center can hold, and NGO numbers will be progressively reduced during the rest of the week, partly for security reasons as heads of state and government arrive. 
The Danish conference hosts had been accused of trying to sideline negotiations on the Kyoto Protocol by packaging discussion of outstanding difficult issues from across the various strands into a single informal session.
Developing countries are adamant that developed nations still inside the protocol - all except the US - must commit to further emission cuts under its aegis.
After discussions with the Danes and UN climate convention officials, the informal talks were split as the G77-China bloc had demanded.
One group, chaired by Germany and Indonesia, is examining further emission cuts by developed nations under the Kyoto Protocol. 
Another, chaired by the UK and Ghana, is looking at long-term financing to help poorer countries develop along "green" lines and protect themselves against impacts of climate change. 

A senior Chinese source, meanwhile, confirmed to BBC News that China would not accept any money from the west for these purposes.
This is likely to carry political significance in the US, where some legislators are adamant that domestic carbon-cutting measures must not hand funds to the country set to emerge as its biggest economic rival. 
Here, the positions of the world's two largest emitters are very much at odds, with China rejecting US demands that its emission curbs must be subject to international verification. 

The US also rejected the notion that it would deepen its offer of cutting greenhouse-gas emissions. 
"I am not anticipating any change in the mitigation commitment," US chief delegate Todd Stern told reporters, saying that Washington's stance had already been spelt out by President Barack Obama. 
Last month, the US administration announced a series of emission targets. 
It pledged to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 17% from 2005 levels by 2020, 30% by 2025, 42% by 2030 and 83% by 2050. 
The final high-level segment of the summit, due to be attended by about 120 heads of state and government, will open on Tuesday evening with speeches from dignitaries including UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen and Prince Charles. 
Speaking to reporters before flying out from New York, Mr Ban warned that "time is running out". 
"If everything is left to leaders to resolve at the last minute, we risk having a weak deal or no deal at all," he said.
Ban Ki-moon: "We must not exceed two degrees" 
"And this would be a failure of potentially catastrophic consequence." 
Prince Charles's speech will look at climate change in the context of wider concerns about the sustainability of human society. 
He is expected to argue that although the human race has created the modern problem of climate change, the human race also has the capacity to solve it. 
China has accused developed countries of backtracking on what it says are their obligations to fight climate change and has warned that the UN climate talks in Copenhagen have entered a critical stage. 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu said there had been "some regression" on the part of developed countries, who had "put forward a plethora" of demands on developing countries. 
Beijing's view is that the US and other richer nations have a historical responsibility to cut emissions, and any climate deal should take into account a country's development level.
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Hindustan Times (India): India is actively participating in Copenhagen summit: govt.

16 December 2009 

Climate change negotiations are in full swing at the UN summit at Copenhagen where India is actively participating along with other like-minded nations to press developed countries to take deeper emissions commitment, the government told the Lok Sabha on Wednesday.
"...The developed countries are also being pressed for transfer of financial resources and climate change friendly technologies to the developing nations at the earliest," Minister of State for Finance Namo Narain Meena, currently holding charge of Environment Ministry said.
In a written reply, he said, "at this stage it is difficult to predict the outcome of the Conference."
Meena pointed out that as per Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, the increase in the stock of greenhouse gas (GHG) in the atmosphere over the last many years is responsible for rising global temperature.
"As industrial activities in developed countries started way back in 1750s the major stock of the GHG in the atmosphere is because of them," he added.
Though not bound, the government is also voluntarily taking steps to reduce GHG emissions and two of the eight national missions, like the National Solar Mission and the National Mission on Enhanced Energy Efficiency, are on mitigation, the Minister said.
Improved energy efficiency in various sectors, use of cleaner and lesser carbon intensive fuel for transport, fuel switching to cleaner energy, encouraging mass rapid transport systems are some of the mitigation measures being taken by the country to tackle global warming.
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Brunei FM: Kenyan President Stresses Need for Climate Change Regime to Protect Climate System

17 December 2009

President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya has emphasized the need for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to live up to its noble principle of protecting the climate system for the benefit of the present and future generations.

Addressing the high-level segment of the UNFCCC here Wednesday, he said delegates negotiating on the future international climate regime must ensure that they did not lose sight of the key tenets of the convention as they seek to come to an agreement on a post-Kyoto regime.

“At this conference, we are also guided by the UNFCCC. 

This framework is very clear with regard to equity and responsibility of different actors,” noted President Kibaki, who called on developed countries to assist developing countries like Kenya access appropriate technology at realistic cost to enable them to effectively address climate change concerns.

He stressed that industrialized countries should provide support to developing countries through capacity-building programmes.

At the same time, he reiterated Kenya’s support for the strengthening of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) that is based in Nairobi.

“We stand ready to host a revamped UNEP that will have the mandate to help lead the global fight against environmental degradation,” he said.

President Kibaki noted that only partnerships among developed and developing countries would guarantee the future of planet Earth, saying they should work together towards a fair and equitable deal at the conference.

Pointing out that the globally accepted principles of democracy and good governance that applied at national level should also apply at the international arena, he said these principles and the Kyoto Protocol which was the mechanism for their enforcement reflected the democratic will of a clear majority of the countries and peoples of the world.

Stressing that Africa collectively advocated this position while the entire Group of 77 plus China (G77 China) was in agreement, he said the voice of the majority needed to be heard and to be respected.

Other African Heads of State who addressed the high-level segment of the conference on Wednesday included Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, Lesotho Prime Minister Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili, Senegal’s President Abdoulaye Wade, Mali’s President Amadou Toumani Toure, Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe and Ghana’s President John Evans Atta Mills.

Earlier, President Kibaki attended a briefing session for African Heads of State and Government on the status of negotiations which was convened and chaired by Meles Zenawi, who has been appointed to head Africa’s negotiating team at the conference.
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Deutsche Welle (Germany): Merkel to enter Copenhagen fray in attempt to break deadlock

17 December 2009
German Chancellor Angela Merkel will join other heads of state in Copenhagen at the failing UN climate change summit. German politicians hope she will be able to bridge differences between the United States and China.

Merkel will head to Copenhagen on Thursday after delivering an address to the German parliament in which she said the current offer of the United States for a 4 percent cut in emissions "is not ambitious enough."

 

Industrialized nations are under pressure to make even deeper cuts, while developing countries such as China and India are being pressured to rein in emissions growth as part of efforts to reach an international agreement.

 

The European Union has pledged a 20 percent cut that could increase to a 30 percent cut if other nations also make far-reaching pledges.

 

Merkel called in her speech for a quick start into climate protection and reliable funding to do so in the long term but said prospects for compromise at the UN climate change conference were worsening.

 

"The news which we've received is not good," she said. "At the moment no reasonable process for negotiations is in sight."

 

Dire situation

 

Negotiators have failed to reach common ground thus far, and the Danish hosts of the conference on Thursday gave up efforts to propose new draft texts to create a basis for negotiation between the national leaders arriving less than 48 hours before the planned end of the conference.

 

Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen, also the summit's chairman, said the host country is "giving the responsibility for negotiations back to the participating nations."

 

"No other texts will be used," he said.

 

The draft texts to be negotiated on remain those presented Wednesday which exclude contested central points of the talks. It is now likely the 120 leaders will negotiate a closing statement to the conference without making any binding commitments.

 

Representatives from developing countries objected to any new texts proposed by Denmark and accused Rasmussen of siding with wealthy countries.

 

"We're simply being passed over here," the chief delegate from Mauritius said to the assembly. "Let's just break off these theatrics."

 

However, Merkel said before leaving for Copenhagen that she hopes a breakthrough is possible once the national leaders have arrived at the conference.

 

"Many, many people will be watching us," she said.

 

United States and China at odds

 

Wealthy nations pledged some $22 billion (15 billion euros) late Wednesday to help bankroll the fight against global warming, with Japan leading the way by promising to stump up 1.75 trillion yen ($19.5 billion) to developing nations on climate change if a comprehensive deal is reached at Copenhagen.

 

But the announcements could not mask the huge differences still dividing rich nations and the developing world over how to shoulder the burden.

 

Some of the bitterest exchanges at the 12-day conference have been between the United States and China, the world's two biggest polluters.

 

Merkel stressed regardless of whether the goal of a global climate change treaty is reached, the international community must commit to keeping temperatures from rising more than 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit).

 

"If that does not succeed, I must say: then the global climate change conference has failed," she said.

 

China not giving up

 

China's climate change ambassador said on Thursday he had not given up hope of a strong climate deal at Copenhagen talks, and rejected as malicious rumors a suggestion from other delegates that his counry had.

 

Yu Qingtai said Beijing wants a deal that would capture all progress achieved over two years of UN-led negotiations and leave room for swift progress on unresolved areas next year, given that time at the summit, scheduled to end Friday, is rapidly running out.

 

"I do not know where this rumor came from but I can assure you that the Chinese delegation came to Copenhagen with hope and have not given it up," Yu Qingtai told Reuters on the sidelines of the summit.

 

"Copenhagen is too important to fail," he said, adding that the presence of Premier Wen Jiabao, who arrived in Copenhagen on Wednesday evening, was testament to China's commitment.

 

US pledges money
 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton joined the negotiations in Copenhagen on Thursday. In a gesture aimed at breaking the deadlock, she said the United States will help to mobilize $100 billion a year by 2020 to help poor countries combat climate change.

 

"In the context of a strong accord, in which all major economies stand behind meaningful mitigation actions and provide full transparency as to their implementation, the United States is prepared to work with other countries toward a goal of jointly mobilizing $100 billion a year by 2020 to address the climate change needs of developing countries," she said.

 

Germany as bridge builder

 

Germany will play a key role in pushing delegates to reach a compromise, German Environment Minister Norbert Roettgen said Thursday in a television interview.

 

"We are on the cutting edge and bridge builders in the crisis situation in which the conference finds itself," he said. "We need to try to break through the blockade."

 

Roettgen, who is heading one of Copenhagen's groups trying to mediate a solution between industrialized and developing nations, criticized Chinese representatives for avoiding issues, saying Wednesday's negotiations were wasted because of China's refusal to participate constructively.

 

 "We need to help to make sure other developing nations do not fall into line with this attitude," he said.
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AP: La présidente de la conférence démissionne

16 Décembre 2009

Connie Hedegaard, présidente danoise de la conférence de l'Onu sur le climat, a quitté son poste et sera remplacée par le Premier ministre danois, Loekke Rasmussen
Lonnie Hedegaard, la présidente danoise de la conférence de l'Onu sur le climat, adémissionnémercredi 16 décembre de son poste et sera remplacée par le Premier ministre danois, Loekke Rasmussen. 
Ce changement survient alors que les dirigeants des 193 pays amorcent l'étape la plus délicate du sommet : les négociations. Celles-ci doivent aboutir à un nouvel accord sur le réchauffement climatique.
Le responsable onusien de la question climatique, Yvo de Boer, a précisé que la ministre danoise du Climat et de l'Energie Connie Hedegaard poursuivrait les négociations informelles, mais c'est le Premier ministre danois Loekke Rasmussen qui sera le président officiel de la conférence.
Connie Hedegaard a affirmé qu'il était approprié que Loekke Rasmussen préside la conférence au moment de l'arrivée de nombreux chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement à Copenhague.
Mardi, la tension était palpable avec un bras de fer possible entre les deux plus gros pollueurs de la planète, la Chine et les Etats-Unis. Le secrétaire général de l'ONU Ban Ki-moon appelait pays riches et pauvres à cesser de "se montrer du doigt".
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Challenges.fr (France): Dernière chance pour un accord sur le climat à Copenhague

16 Décembre 2009
Les négociations au sommet de Copenhague étaient totalement bloquées mercredi soir avec une journée perdue, à 48 heures de l'échéance pour la conclusion d'un accord climat.

La secrétaire d'Etat américaine Hillary Clinton assiste jeudi 17 décembre à la conférence sur le climat à Copenhague, où elle précédera le président Barack Obama attendu vendredi. 
Pour l'heure, les négociations étaient totalement bloquées mercredi soir avec une journée perdue, à 48 heures de l'échéance pour la conclusion d'un accord climat.

A 18 heures (17 heures GMT), la vice-présidente de la conférence Connie Hedegaard conduisait de nouvelles consultations restreintes -moins de dix pays- sur des questions procédurales impliquant une nouvelle suspension des travaux, a indiqué un délégué européen à l'AFP. 
"Tout se passe en coulisses et c'est essentiellement tactique".
"On soupçonne les Etats-Unis de s'agiter dans l'arrière-boutique pour influencer le processus, mais les Européens sont embusqués derrière eux et finalement ne sont pas mécontents", a-t-il ajouté.

Les pays en développement ont accusé à la mi-journée Connie Hedegaard de préparer un texte de négociations ne tenant pas compte des résultats des groupes de travail et ont prévenu qu'un telle démarche serait inacceptable.

Connie Hedegaard a également conduit des consultations avec des représentants du G77, coalition de 130 pays en développement. 
"La présidence danoise est en train de conduire la conférence à l'échec, par sa volonté de mettre à tout prix une nouvelle base de négociation sur la table sans tenir compte de ce qui existe", s'est insurgée une diplomate de haut rang.
Pour le délégué suisse José Romero: "A ce stade, on ne peut plus guère s'attendre à mieux qu'une déclaration politique avec un mandat pour continuer de travailler. On n'aura pas grand chose à annoncer", vendredi soir, juge-t-il.
"Nous devons changer de vitesse"
La présidente danoise de la conférence avait averti les ministres mardi: "Je dois vous le dire, nous pouvons échouer. Si nous voulons réussir -et nous allons réussir!- nous devons changer de vitesse". 
"Nous sommes presque à court de temps", a renchéri le responsable de l'ONU chargé du climat, Yvo de Boer, déplorant qu'il y ait eu "des progrès mais pas suffisamment pour pouvoir présenter Copenhague au monde comme un succès". 
A son arrivée dans la capitale danoise, le Premier ministre britannique Gordon Brown a lui estimé qu'il sera "très difficile" d'aboutir à un accord, avant de souhaiter un traité sur le climat qui soit légalement contraignant dans les six mois.
Quant au président bolivien Evo Morales, il a estimé mercredi qu'"il sera difficile d'obtenir un accord" au sommet, en raison des "manoeuvres" de certaines multinationales qui cherchent à empêcher les consensus.
Un dernier projet peu chiffré
Le dernier projet d'accord en date ne contient pour l'instant aucun objectif chiffré ni sur les réductions des émissions polluantes ni sur le financement: il ne précise même plus la volonté de limiter le réchauffement de la température moyenne de la planète à un seuil déterminé, alors que le précédent projet, rendu public vendredi, mentionnait deux objectifs possibles, à savoir +1,5° ou +2°. 
Le Premier ministre suédois Fredrik Reinfeldt s'est d'ailleurs dit sceptique mercredi sur la possibilité de parvenir à un accord limitant la hausse à 2%.
Dans un entretien au Financial Times, le secrétaire général de l'Onu Ban Ki-moon estime lui qu'un accord est possible sans inclure dans l'immédiat de précision chiffrée sur l'aide aux pays pauvres.
Autre point qui pourrait être assoupli, les engagements à long terme: le président de la Commission européenne, José Manuel Barroso, a réclamé devant le Parlement européen de "la flexibilité concernant des passerelles à définir après 2020".

En clair, cela pourrait signifier que l'Europe s'engage à passer à 30% de réduction de ses émissions de gaz à effet de serre, mais en plusieurs étapes, par exemple avec un passage intermédiaire à 25% en 2020, puis une montée en puissance progressive à 30% ensuite.
Une évolution qui s'explique par des divisions internes à l'UE, des pays comme la Pologne et l'Italie, qui redoutent des pertes de compétivité de leurs industries.
La Chine et les USA maintiennent leur position
Une grande partie de la responsabilité d'un futur accord repose par ailleurs toujours sur l'attitude des deux principaux pays pollueurs, les Etats-Unis et la Chine.

L'émissaire américain pour le climat, Todd Stern, a annoncé mardi que son pays n'envisageait pas de revoir à la hausse ses objectifs de réduction d'émission de gaz à effet de serre à l'horizon 2020 (-17% par rapport à 2005 et -4% par rapport à 1990).
Après avoir prévenu mardi qu'elle n'avait pas l'intention de débattre de ses objectifs en termes d'émissions de gaz à effet de serre mais qu'elle s'engageait à réduire son intensité carbonique (émissions polluantes par point de produit intérieur brut) de 40 à 45% d'ici à 2020 par rapport à 2005, la Chine a elle critiqué le manque de transparence de la conférence, accusant la présidence danoise de vouloir imposer un texte d'accord au mépris des négociations menées depuis deux ans.

Autre grand pays émergent, l'Inde a elle jugé "décevants" les chiffres avancés par les pays riches pour lutter contre le réchauffement.
Quant au Japon et à l'Union africaine, ils ont tenté de faire un geste mercredi soir.
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LeMonde (France) : Copenhague : Sarkozy ne veut pas envisager "un échec"

17 Décembre 2009

Nicolas Sarkozy s'est refusé mercredi 16 décembre à envisager "un échec" de la conférence de l'ONU sur le réchauffement climatique qui s'achève vendredi à Copenhague. 
"Je n'envisage pas un échec parce que l'échec serait catastrophique, dans la mesure où il se passera beaucoup de temps avant que 110 chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement se retrouvent dans la même capitale sur le même sujet", a déclaré M. Sarkozy interrogé sur Canal+ à la veille de son départ dans la capitale danoise pour la clôture de la conférence.

"Le pays qui prendrait le risque de casser cet accord international, ce pays serait isolé et prendrait une responsabilité historique qu'il ne pourrait pas supporter", a ajouté le chef de l'Etat, "je vais à Copenhague avec le souci qu'on ait un succès". 
Détaillant les conditions d'un tel succès, il a cité un accord de tous les pays "sur l'objectif des 2 degrés" de hausse maximale de la température globale, "la réduction de 50 % en 2050 des émissions" de CO2, "la mise en place de financements innovants pour aider l'Afrique et les pays les plus pauvres à se développer" et "la création d'une organisation mondiale de l'environnement pour vérifier les engagements".

Nicolas Sarkozy a estimé que le président américain, Barack Obama, était "un bon partenaire" mais a concédé qu'il avait "du mal à convaincre l'opinion publique américaine et la classe politique américaine".
"Du côté de Barack Obama, ça va, je pense qu'on va y arriver", a-t-il dit. Evoquant les réticences de la Chine, il a ajouté qu'il avait "bon espoir que les Chinois vont bouger dans le bon sens".

Back to Menu
Radio-Canada.ca (Canada): Négociations dans l'impasse

16 Décembre 2009

Les chefs d'État et de gouvernement commencent à arriver à Copenhague pour finaliser les discussions et trouver un accord sur le climat.

Mais à deux jours de la fin du sommet, les négociations tournent au ralenti et on semble encore très loin d'une entente.

Au cours des dernières heures, un groupe restreint de pays a été formé pour accélérer les discussions afin d'aboutir à une entente. En tout, 50 pays en font partie, dont le Canada. Le texte sera soumis à l'ensemble des pays présents plus tard par la présidence danoise, mais les représentants des pays ont peu d'espoir.

« La situation est toujours complètement bloquée. Nous avons quasiment perdu deux journées de négociations », a déploré la secrétaire d'État française à l'Écologie, Chantal Jouanno.

Le ministre britannique au Changement climatique, Ed Miliband, a déploré que les négociations s'enlisent pour des questions de procédures et non de fond. « Les gens peuvent tuer ce processus, tuer un accord pour des questions procédurales et c'est extrêmement dangereux. Tout est suspendu à des questions de marchandages procéduraux ».

« On soupçonne les États-Unis de s'agiter dans l'arrière-boutique pour influer sur le processus, mais les Européens sont embusqués derrière eux et finalement ne sont pas mécontents », a déclaré à ce sujet un délégué européen à l'AFP.

La Chine a notamment dénoncé le « manque de transparence » de tout le processus. Les pays émergents ont accusé la présidence danoise de la conférence de préparer un texte de négociations ne tenant pas compte des résultats des groupes de travail. Selon eux, une telle démarche est inacceptable.

Sortie en règle de Charest contre Ottawa

De Copenhague, le premier ministre québécois a décoché quelques flèches à l'endroit d'Ottawa, en réponse à son refus de tenir compte des objectifs, plus ambitieux, de Québec, de réduction des GES, au moment de fixer les objectifs canadiens.

« À Copenhague, le gouvernement fédéral a le pouvoir de signer des traités, mais il n'a pas le pouvoir d'engager nos gouvernements provinciaux dans nos domaines de compétences. Ça, c'est la réalité canadienne, et c'est la dure réalité », a soutenu Jean Charest. « Il doit savoir qu'en élaborant sa position, il doit tenir compte de ce que le Québec veut, et qu'à défaut de le faire, il va se trouver bloquer dans la mise en oeuvre de ses engagements », a-t-il continué.

Dans un système fédéral de gouvernement, nous sommes égaux, nous ne sommes pas les gouvernements juniors du gouvernement national.

— Jean Charest, premier ministre du Québec

Le ministre fédéral de l'Environnement a cependant semblé faire peu des avertissements de Québec.

« Le Canada n'a pas besoin de l'approbation des provinces pour établir sa position ou conclure un traité. Notre fédération ne pourrait fonctionner si, à chaque conférence internationale, nous devions faire l'unanimité dans les provinces », a répliqué Jim Prentice en entrevue à La Presse Canadienne.

Clivage entre riches et pauvres

Les pays riches et les pays pauvres restent divisés sur les cibles à atteindre, sur leur responsabilité respective et sur la somme qui sera versée par les premiers aux seconds pour les aider à lutter contre les changements climatiques.

Les pays en voie de développement insistent en outre pour que le protocole de Kyoto soit reconduit pour une seconde phase d'engagement. Le protocole contraint les pays industrialisés à réduire leurs émissions de GES, mais n'impose aucune cible chiffrée aux pays en voie de développement. Son objectif est de réduire les émissions de GES de 5,2 % d'ici 2012 par rapport au niveau de 1990.

La plupart des pays riches, États-Unis en tête, veulent plutôt un nouveau traité qui imposerait des cibles à ces pays, et notamment à la Chine et à l'Inde.

Seul geste concret obtenu mercredi, les États-Unis ont promis d'investir initialement un milliard de dollars dans l'ébauche du plan de 3,5 milliards pour lutter contre la déforestation, l'une des principales causes du réchauffement climatique.

L'Australie, la France, le Japon, la Norvège et la Grande-Bretagne sont également impliqués dans ce projet.

Changement de présidence

La présidence de la conférence est d'ailleurs passée des mains de la ministre danoise de l'Environnement, Connie Hedegaard, à celles du premier ministre danois, Lars Lokke Rasmussen.

« Avec tant de chefs d'État et de gouvernement qui sont arrivés, il est approprié que ce soit le premier ministre du Danemark qui préside », a expliqué Mme Hedegaard. La ministre continuera de participer activement aux négociations.

Les esprits s'échauffent

Plus tôt mercredi, environ 250 activistes réclamant la conclusion d'un traité international sur la réduction des gaz à effet de serre (GES) ont été arrêtés, mercredi, lorsqu'ils ont tenté de forcer le barrage policier déployé autour du centre des conférences de Copenhague.

Les manifestants, rassemblés à l'appel de l'organisme Action Justice Climat, disaient vouloir faire entendre la voix de la population lors de cette conférence, à laquelle participent des délégations de plus de 190 pays qui ont ratifié la Convention-cadre des Nations unies sur le climat.

Un porte-parole du groupe, Peter Nielsen, a déclaré sur les ondes de la télévision danoise TV2 que les manifestants voulaient « tenir une assemblée populaire et débattre avec les délégués présents à ce sommet afin de parvenir à une solution sur le climat », a-t-il dit. « Il est question de résoudre un problème mondial, et nous ne retiendrons pas le peuple à l'écart ».

Depuis le début de la conférence, la police danoise, autorisée à effectuer des « arrestations préventives », a interpellé plus de 1700 personnes, dont la plupart ont a été relâchées sans qu'aucune charge ne soit retenue.
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Spiegel (Deutschland/Germany): Chimerica gegen den Rest der Welt
17 Dez. 2009 

Christian Schwägerl

China vs. USA: Das scheint das zentrale Duell auf dem Gipfel von Kopenhagen zu sein. Die Großmächte beschuldigen sich gegenseitig, zu wenig gegen den Klimakollaps zu unternehmen. Der Konflikt blockiert die Konferenz - und das kommt in Wahrheit beiden Staaten sehr gelegen. Bilden sie eine heimliche Achse?
Eigentlich sollte alles ganz einfach sein, meint Yvo de Boer, der Klimachef der Vereinten Nationen. 
"Die Amerikaner wollen von den Chinesen, dass sie mehr tun, die Chinesen verlangen von den Amerikanern, dass sie mehr tun", sagt de Boer. "Wie wäre es, wenn einfach beide mehr tun würden?"
Die Rede ist von CO2-Emissionen und ihrer Reduktion. 
Auf durchschnittlich zwei Grad Celsius soll die Erderwärmung nach Möglichkeit begrenzt werden. 
Das erfordert drastische Einschnitte beim Verbrauch von Erdöl, Kohle und Erdgas. 
Gemeinsam sind die USA und China für rund 40 Prozent der CO2-Emissionen verantwortlich. Ohne die beiden Länder ist eine Lösung in Kopenhagen nicht vorstellbar.
Schon gar nicht nach den Verwerfungen dieser Nacht, in der das ganze Projekt eines neuen Klimaschutzabkommens an den Rand des Scheiterns gebracht wurde - und nach der Dänemark beschloss, gar keinen Kompromisstext für den Vertrag mehr vorzulegen, sondern den Staaten selbst den Kampf um eine Einigung zu überlassen. 
Vor allem den Präsidenten Hu Jintao und Barack Obama.
Ein US-Bürger erzeugt im Jahresdurchschnitt rund 20 Tonnen CO2 - viermal mehr als ein Chinese. 
Hinzu kommt das CO2, das in China für den US-Konsum verursacht wird. Die absolute CO2-Menge, die China erzeugt, ist inzwischen aber größer als die der USA. US-Unterhändler argumentieren gerne, die Chinesen würden schon alleine für eine starke Erderwärmung sorgen, selbst wenn Amerika ab morgen gar keine Treibhausgase mehr erzeugen würde.
"Es ist jetzt an der Zeit, dass China und die USA deutlich mehr tun und ihre Vorschläge auf den Tisch legen", sagte EU-Kommissionspräsident Emanuel Barroso noch am Mittwochabend - davon ausgehend, dass beide Länder gegensätzliche Interessen haben und an entgegengesetzten Enden eines Stricks ziehen. 
Nach dieser Denkart wollen beide Staaten verhindern, dass ihre eigene Produktion durch Klimaschutzauflagen teurer wird und der andere durch geringere Auflagen besser davonkommt.
In dieses Bild scheint zu passen, dass sich chinesische und US-Unterhändler in Kopenhagen beharken und dass sich China jetzt plötzlich als Fürsprecher der ärmsten Länder gibt, obwohl das bisher nicht sein Interesse war.
Was aber, wenn diese Perspektive falsch ist? Was, wenn die USA und China nämlich in Wahrheit sehr viele gemeinsame Interessen hätten, sehr viel mehr als Yvo de Boer recht sein kann?
Wirtschaftlich gesehen sind China und die USA in den vergangenen Jahren weitgehend zu einem fast untrennbaren Bund verschmolzen. 
Der Historiker Niall Ferguson und der Berliner Ökonomen Moritz Schularick haben das Gebilde "Chimerica" genannt. 
Die Ökonomien der beiden Länder sind so verwoben, dass Nachteile für den einen auch Nachteile für den anderen sind.
China versorgt die USA mit billigen Produkten und mit unbegrenzten Krediten. Es ist nicht nur die Werkbank der USA, sondern auch die Bank der USA.
Die USA wiederum bieten China einen riesigen Absatzmarkt und versorgen sie mit Zinszahlungen.
Hätte China nach der Finanzkrise den USA neue Kredite verwehrt, wären die USA im Chaos versunken.
Auch wenn Hunderttausende US-Jobs nach China abgewandert sind, haben die USA kein Interesse daran, dass der rasche ökonomische Aufstieg Chinas Schaden nimmt. 
Denn das würde die eigene Kreditpumpe gefährden.
Umgekehrt haben die Chinesen kein Interesse daran, dass die USA wirtschaftlich schwächeln - indem sie ihre CO2-Emissionen kurzfristig drosseln.
Grüne Rhetorik? Es geht es um den Machtanspruch

Diese gegenseitige Abhängigkeit muss sich auch in der Klimapolitik niederschlagen. Schließlich ist die Konferenz von Kopenhagen nur bedingt ein Umweltgipfel. 
Sondern im Kern eine Wirtschaftskonferenz.
Wenn hier durch CO2-Grenzwerte die Spielräume für fossile Brennstoffe wie Öl und Kohle begrenzt werden, dann werden - zumindest in der traditionellen Denkweise - auch kurzfristige Optionen auf Wohlstand neu verteilt.
Offenbar hat Chimerica trotz aller Risiken des Klimawandels noch kein ausreichend großes Interesse daran, kurzfristig die massiven Kosten eines angemessenen globalen Klimaschutzes zu schultern und solche Optionen den Vereinten Nationen auszuhändigen.
Beide Länder sind trotz großer Ankündigungen noch Lichtjahre entfernt davon, sich real von fossilen Brennstoffen loszusagen.
China wie die USA befeuern ihre Volkswirtschaften zum allergrößten Teil mit Kohle und Öl. Die USA unterhalten ihre gigantische globale Militärinfrastruktur auch deshalb, um ihre Ölversorgung zu garantieren.
Bei aller grünen Rhetorik sowohl der chinesischen als auch der US-Führung bleiben fossile Brennstoffe die Grundlage des industriell-militärischen Machtanspruchs. 
Völkerrechtlich bindende Zusagen, ihren Verbrauch einzuschränken, schränken in dieser Logik auch den Machtradius ein.
Die Interessen von Wüsten-, Insel- und Küstenstaaten, für die der Klimawandel eine akute Bedrohung ist, sind aus diesem Blickwinkel nachrangig.
Obwohl es an der Oberfläche anders aussieht, ist die eigentliche Konstellation auf dem Klimagipfel also womöglich nicht: China gegen die USA.
Sondern: Chimerica gegen den Rest der Welt.
Anders ausgedrückt: G2 gegen G190.
Durch ein Scheitern in Kopenhagen würde eine Investitionschance verpasst
Die beiden Erfinder des Begriffs Chimerica, Ferguson und Schularick, halten ein Ende der engen ökonomischen Verflechtung für dringend nötig. 
Chimerica habe entscheidend zum US-Überkonsum und der Finanzblase beigetragen, die in die Krise geführt hat. Die Wirtschaftshistoriker fordern als Lehre aus der Finanzkrise eine kontrollierte Entflechtung Chimericas.
Auch diese Analyse lässt sich auch auf die Klimakrise übertragen. Wenn Chimericas Weltpolitik darin besteht, die notwendige Reduktion von CO2 zu verzögern, hat das Modell keine Zukunft. 
Dann wäre ein scheiternder oder nur mäßig erfolgreicher Kopenhagen-Gipfel das hoffentlich letzte Aufbäumen des fossilen Dinosauriers Chimerica.
Am besten wäre es, wenn die beiden Länder in einen Wettbewerb um die grünsten Technologien, die effizientesten Autos und das schnellste Wachstum von Umweltjobs treten würden. 
Dabei könnte ihnen ein anspruchsvoller Kopenhagen-Deal helfen. Die eigentliche Angst Chimericas würde dann darin bestehen, dass durch ein Scheitern des Gipfels eine gigantische Investitionschance verpasst wird - und Billionenbeträge in die falsche, die fossile Richtung gelenkt werden. 
Denn die fossile Ökonomie frisst sich eher früher als später selbst auf.
Durch hohe Ölpreise und dadurch, dass sie eine unwirtliche Welt entstehen lässt.
Angesichts der ökonomischen, technischen und sicherheitspolitischen Chancen, die in Energieffizienz und CO2-neutralen Energien stecken, müssten China und die USA im Endspurt des Kopenhagener Gipfels versuchen, sich in Zusagen und Reduktionszielen zu übertrumpfen.

So, wie es Uno-Klimastratege Yvo de Boer vorschlägt.
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Би-би-си (UK): На саммите в Копенгагене не удается достичь соглашения
17 декабря 2009 г.

За два дня до окончания саммита ООН по вопросам изменения климата, проходящего в Копенгагене, переговоры не удается сдвинуть с мертвой точки.

Развитые и развивающиеся страны никак не могут договориться по поводу того, кто должен сокращать выбросы парниковых газов, насколько серьезными должны быть сокращения и какой объем помощи следует выделить бедным странам.

Впрочем, именно по последнему пункту, касающемуся финансирования развивающихся стран, удалось достичь небольшого прогресса.

Десятки мировых лидеров присоединятся к переговорам в четверг в надежде подписать в пятницу итоговое соглашение о борьбе с глобальным потеплением.

Премьер-министр Китая Вэнь Цзябао, прибывший в столицу Дании в среду вечером, заявил, что его участие демонстрирует, насколько важным для Китая является достижение соглашения.

"Я надеюсь, что саммит принесет справедливый, разумный, сбалансированный и достижимый результат благодаря совместным усилиям всех участников", - сказал Вэнь Цзябао в официальном заявлении.

На заседании саммита в четверг выступят канцлер Германии Ангела Меркель, премьер-министр Великобритании Гордон Браун, президент Бразилии Луиш Инасио Лула да Силва и президент Ирана Махмуд Ахмадинежад.
Президент США Барак Обама примет участие в заключительном дне саммита в пятницу. В этот день 120 мировых лидеров попытаются выработать стратегию борьбы с климатическими изменениями на срок после 2012 года, когда прекратится действие Киотского протокола.
"Опасная точка"
Однако растет скепсис по поводу того, что это соглашение может быть достигнуто.
Развивающиеся страны во главе с Китаем обвинили организатора встречи Данию в недостаточной прозрачности переговоров из-за того, что датская сторона предложила текст финального соглашения без полномасштабных консультаций со всеми странами-участницами.
Анонимный источник на саммите сообщил агентству Рейтер, что Китай не видит шансов прийти к согласию на текущей неделе.
После целого дня задержек и взаимных обвинений министр Великобритании по делам энергетики и борьбы с изменениями климата Эд Милибэнд сказал, что перспективы достижения соглашения висят на волоске, а переговоры подошли к "очень опасной черте".
Президент Европейской комиссии Жозе Мануэль Баррозу сказал, что он также разочарован медленным темпом переговоров. А президент Венесуэлы Уго Чавес заявил:"Если бы климат был капиталистическим банком, Запад давно бы его спас".
Небольшой прогресс
Одной из главных причин разногласий стали суммы, которые развитые страны должны выделить развивающимся для борьбы с последствиями изменений климата.
Однако к вечеру 16 декабря бедным странам была обещана дополнительная помощь, главным образом от Японии, заявившей, что в случае достижения согласия, будет ежегодно выделять развивающимся странам по 5 млрд долларов с 2010 по 2012 год.
На прошлой неделе лидеры стран Европейского союза пообещали предоставить бедным странам 3,5 млрд долларов в год. Предложение Японии делает финансовый пакет для бедных стран куда более привлекательным.
В дополнение к японской инициативе на стол легло еще и предложение от шестисторонней группы, куда входят Австралия, Франция, Япония, Норвегия, Великобритания и США. 
В общей сложности они обещают выделить беднейшим странам 3,5 млрд долларов в течение трех лет для борьбы с вырубкой лесов.
Однако Япония подчеркивает, что выделит деньги только при условии достижения взаимоприемлемого для всех соглашения по контролю за выбросами парниковых газов.
Помощь для борьбы с вырубкой лесов также жестко увязывается с достижением "амбициозного и всеобъемлющего" договора по итогам саммита.
Япония активнее всех отстаивает идею жестких лимитов на выбросы парниковых газов и санкций за нарушение этих условий - как для богатых, так и для бедных стран.
Китай, официально считающийся развивающимся государством, этому противится.
Протесты

Ранее демонстранты, раздосадованные отсутствием прогресса на саммите, а также ограниченным допуском в зал заседаний, прошли по Копенгагену маршем, сопровождавшимся беспорядками, в результате которых полиция задержала более 260 человек.
Для разгона демонстрантов полиция применила дубинки и слезоточивый газ.
Тем временем в зале заседаний продолжались выступления президентов и премьер-министров.
Премьер-министр Эфиопии Мелес Зенави, к примеру, выступил с предложением, разработанным при участии французской стороны и способным, по его мнению, вывести переговоры из тупика.
Он предложил увеличить объем финансирования беднейших стран с помощью "творческих финансовых механизмов", таких как налоги на финансовые транзакции и авиационное топливо.

Что касается финансовой помощи, то Зенави предлагает выделять бедным странам по 50 млрд долларов в год до 2015 года, и далее по 100 млрд в год до 2020 года, что значительно меньше, чем ожидали развивающиеся страны.
Пока неясно, однако, как восприняли его предложение другие африканские страны и небольшие островные государства.
Проблемы остаются
Помимо вопросов финансирования делегатам саммита предстоит решить еще ряд важных проблем.
Среди них – определение ограничений на объем выбросов в атмосферу развитыми странами и решение о точном ограничении роста мировой температуры - на два или полтора градуса.
Развитые страны настаивают на двух градусах, развивающиеся страны - на полутора градусах. Президент республики Науру Маркус Стивен потребовал более широкомасштабных переговоров на этот счет.
"Наука говорит нам, что мы должны ограничить рост среднемировой температуры на уровне меньше чем в 1,5 градуса. Только так у нас будет шанс избежать худших последствий изменения климата, - говорит Маркус Стивен. - В противном случае нас ждет уничтожение морской биосферы, нехватка пищи и воды, переселение наций."
Ранее премьер-министр Великобритании Гордон Браун предположил, что соглашение в Копенгагене, возможно, не будет достигнуто.
Однако он добавил: "Если на этой неделе соглашение не будет достигнуто, люди усомнятся в том, достижимо ли оно вообще."
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Other UNEP News

Nation (Kenya): Lobby for Unep's upgrade, Ban tells Kenya
16 December 2009
Kenya will have to lobby other UN accredited nations to accept UNEP’S elevation into a global environmental body, Secretary General Ban Ki Moon has said.
Mr Ban said although he did not have the ‘full powers’ to upgrade Africa’s only UN body to a fully fledged world environmental organization, he promised to implement whatever decision the states will make.
“If member states decide, I will implement,” said the UN boss in Copenhagen, Denmark moments after conferring Nobel Laureate Wangari Maathai with an award.
Prof Maathai is the new UN Messenger for Peace with a special focus on climate change and the environment, joining 11 others.
The Secretary General was responding to queries by Imenti North MP Silas Ruteere, who wanted to know if and when UNEP, whose headquarters are in Nairobi, will benefit from this move.
Said Mr Ruteere; ‘Now that you have conferred this prestigious award to our daughter (Prof Wangare Maathai), are you also going to similarly elevate Unep?”
Mr Ban conceded he had received numerous request ‘from many sources’ and agreed that the environmental body, headed by Mr Achim Steiner, had played its role effectively.
Calls to upgrade the institution have intensified over the last few months, with many, including President Kibaki saying the severity of environmental disasters and related challenges in the continent justifies the improvement of Unep’s capacity.
President Kibaki, during the African Summit of the Group of Ten on Climate Change in Addis Ababa Ethiopia last month, urged his fellow Africa leaders to join hands in pushing for the upgrading. The resolution was unanimously adopted.
His calls were backed by Parliamentarians around the world, during the 18th session of the African Caribbean and Pacific European Union Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA) in Luanda, Angola from November 25 to December 3.
This was after Kenya’s delegation at the summit rallied the JPA membership to call for the elevation.
The delegation, which comprised Eldoret East MP Margaret Kamar and nominated MP Musikari Kombo, explained that dealing with environment issues at various United Nations agencies and international organizations did not forge the requisite coherency and cohesion in tackling environmental problems.
As a result, it was necessary to come up with one global body quoting the World Trade and World Tourism Organizations as cases in point.
Following their plea, JPA adopted a resolution calling for the upgrading of the Unep in Nairobi, a statement from Kenya's National Assembly said.
The resolution in part reads: "JPA calls for the upgrading of the United Nations Environment Programme into a fully fledged World Environment Organization to be based in Nairobi enhanced with adequate capacity to address the severity of the environmental catastrophe and related challenges in the world."
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Are the Bells Tolling for Life on Planet Earth?
17 December 2009

The Environmental News Network of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in one of its recent newsletters cited a report of the Telegraph of UK that polar bears of the Arctic have turned cannibals.
According to the report, new photographs show that polar bears are beginning to cannibalise each other as global warming destroys their hunting grounds.

The images taken in Hudson Bay, Canada, show a male polar bear carrying the head of a cub that it had killed for food.

 
Living in the frozen Arctic, polar bears, a beautiful but highly endangered species, mostly subsist on seals, hunting them from platforms of sea ice. 
The melting of sea ice, warmed by rising global temperature, has deprived them of the platforms, particularly in their southern range, the Hudson Bay being a part of it.

Now, mostly land-bound, hunting seals have become difficult for them leading to malnourishment and starvation. 
Cases of drowning are also being frequently reported as the bears, though excellent swimmers, have to swim far out into the sea in search of food.
If this is what is happening in December, which is well into the Arctic winter, one can imagine what's going to happen during the summer.

Already the sea ice in the southern range of the Arctic is melting earlier in the spring and forming later in the autumn reducing the time available for the bears on the ice, adversely impacting their energy stock to survive through the summer.


The entire Arctic region, which is the habitat of polar bear, is increasingly showing signs of the effects of global warming. As recently as on 14th December 2009 Al Gore, Nobel Laureate and former Vice President of United States, told the UN Climate Conference being held in Copenhagen that new data suggests that the Arctic polar ice cap may disappear in the summers as early as five to seven years from now. 
Polar scientist had told him only on the previous day that the latest data suggest a 75% chance of the entire polar ice cap melting in summer within the next five to seven years. 
Arctic Ocean sea ice has shrunk to record low levels during the past several summers. Global warming has raised temperatures twice as fast in the north as elsewhere, say the scientists.


While the Hudson Bay habitat of the polar bear is in the process of disappearing, their habitat elsewhere in the Arctic is also under threat.
Melting ice is making the Arctic more and more accessible for exploitation of its vast natural resources, threatening and degrading their habitat. 
Global warming seems to have got its first major victim. 
Large carnivores being sensitive indicators of the health of their ecosystems, cannibalism setting in among the polar bears is a matter of great concern. 
Soon it may lead to disaster for the species, even to its extinction.


With the unmistakable signs of habitat loss for other species gradually a similar fate is likely to overtake them all ...yes, even us, humans!


One wonders whether this is really it – the shape of things to come!


Whether bells are, after all, tolling for life on earth!


Are we slowly but surely approaching apocalypse?


And, what are we, humans, doing about it? 
Only quibbling – over steps for mitigating carbon concentration from the atmosphere! 
Sitting at Copenhagen, pretty close to the melting Arctic, leaders of humanity do not seem to see eye to eye even now for taking effective measures to save the earth! 
When life on the planet is in peril, we, the humans, having divided ourselves among several nation-states – few rich, many poor and some surviving on the very edge and highly vulnerable – are bickering over who will do what and how much to cool the planet to make it hospitable for life.


Time seems to be running out fast. 
Global warming, which only a few years back was like a distant clap of thunder, suddenly looks very real and far too ominous.
It is time each one of us gets our act together to fight it and do our utmost to prevent it from engulfing the entire humanity. 
The signals are loud and clear and there is hardly any time to be lost. 
No longer can it be "business as usual". Copenhagen or no Copenhagen, all of us – governments, organizations and individuals – have to chip in. 
Everyone has to take well-measured determined steps, whatever the costs, for mitigating carbon from the atmosphere – the root cause of global warming.


It is a long and hard battle that we have to fight – the battle that will eventually decide whether we survive or perish! 
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Xinhua (China): With better stoves, UN aims to cut risk of murder, rape for women seeking firewood

17 December 2009

The United Nations on Wednesday launched a pilot project to provide fuel-efficient stoves to some 150,000 women in Sudan and Uganda to cut the risks of murder, rape and other violence they face in gathering firewood, while at the same time protecting the environment.
The Safe Access to Firewood and Alternative Energy in Humanitarian Settings (SAFE) stoves initiative, organized by the World Food Program (WFP) and other UN agencies, will be rolled out next year to reach eventually up to 6 million refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), and returnees in 36 nations, where they are forced to walk further and further into the bush into unsafe areas to collect firewood, UN officials said here.
"Women and girls should not have to risk their lives and dignity, and precious trees should not be lost, in the simple act of trying to cook food for their families," WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran said. 
"The SAFE stoves launch will help protect them and the environment with practical and urgently needed solutions."
UN Secretary-general Ban Ki-moon also welcomed the project at an event in Copenhagen held on the sidelines of the UN climate change talks, the officials said.
He described the initiative as showing "a virtuous circle in action, thanks to technology -- environmental protection ... improved safety for women ... access to clean energy for the poor ... enhanced climate security."
The project "is a simple, inexpensive and win-win solution ... [that will] provide immediate, tangible benefits to their users," he said.
WFP researchers have found that some women spend a full day's wages on firewood alone. Others sell off food rations to purchase fuel. 
The SAFE project will scale up distribution of fuel-efficient and "improved mud" stoves to assist almost 100,000 women in North Darfur, Sudan. These stoves consume less firewood and lower health risks associated with smoke.
In Uganda, WFP will focus on refugees and pastoralists in the drought-hit Karamoja region. It will provide more than 35,000 households and 50 schools with fuel-efficient stoves, as well as helping women to find other sources of income.
Project partners include the Women's Refugee Commission, the UNHigh Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Environment Program (UNEP).
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ROAP MEDIA UPDATE

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 16 December, 2009
UNEP or UN in the News
	· Ban lays out remaining hurdles in climate talks in Copenhagen – UN News Centre
· With better stoves, UN aims to cut risk of murder, rape for women seeking firewood  - Xinhua
· Ocean issues dropped from negotiating climate text - The Jakarta Post
· UN details its own CO2 emissions - CCTV



Ban lays out remaining hurdles in climate talks in Copenhagen – UN News Centre

The outcome of the historic climate change negotiations in Copenhagen hinges on the issues of emissions reductions and financing, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today as he urged world leaders to use the final days of the talks to strike an ambitious new agreement.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has found that to stave off the worst effects of climate change, industrialized countries must slash greenhouse gas emissions by 25 to 40 per cent from 1990 levels by 2020, and that global emissions must be halved by 2050.

“I hope that the developed countries should come out with more ambitious mid-term target by 2020 against the 1990 level,” Mr. Ban told reporters in Copenhagen today.

The other main issue, he said, is “the most important key to bridge the gap between the developed countries and the developing,” and he called for “sufficient financial and technological support for the developing countries, particularly the most vulnerable states.”

The Secretary-General said there has been progress on this front, with $10 billion having been committed every year until 2012 by both the European Union and Japan. With two-thirds of the money needed already having been pledged, he expressed confidence that the remainder is forthcoming.

He also underscored the importance of a “firm commitment by the developed countries that this long-term financial support will be given and should be given and there should be an initial formulation of mechanism or mechanisms for this provision of financial support.”

Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), also pointed to some outstanding issues in the final days of the Copenhagen summit, which is set to wrap up on Friday.

“I still believe that it’s possible to reach a real success [in Copenhagen], but I must say in that context that the next 24 hours are absolutely crucial and need to be used productively,” he said at a press conference.

The high-level segment of the Copenhagen summit continued in the Danish capital today, and some 120 heads of State and government are expected to attend the final sessions.

To pave the way towards ‘sealing the deal’ on a new climate agreement, Mr. Ban met today with leaders and representatives of groups of nations, including the Group of 77 (G77), the African Group, the Least Developed Countries and the Association of Small Island States.

Among the leaders he met on the sidelines of the conference were United Kingdom Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri.

Arriving yesterday in Copenhagen, the Secretary-General exhorted nations to ‘seal the deal’ on an ambitious new agreement, warning that the well-being of all of the world’s people is at stake.

The summit under way is “as momentous as the negotiations that created our great United Nations… from the ashes of war more than 60 years ago,” Mr. Ban said at the opening of the high-level meeting. “Once again, we are on the cusp of history.”

Any deal, the Secretary-General emphasized, must incorporate five key elements: more ambitious mid-term emissions reductions targets from industrialized countries; stepped-up efforts by developing nations to curb emissions growth; an adaptation framework; financing and technology support; and transparent and equitable governance.

He also underlined the need for countries to hammer out how to provide medium- and long-term financing to bolster climate resilience, limit deforestation and further low-emissions growth.

In a related development, a UN independent expert today underlined that any agreement reached in Copenhagen must emphasize human rights to avert hunger among the world’s most vulnerable.

“Climate change is a ticking time bomb for global food security,” said Olivier De Schutter, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food.

Global warming, he said, disproportionately impacts some of the poorest countries, especially the most vulnerable in these nations, with small-scale farmers and indigenous peoples dependent on land for their livelihoods.

The expert called on States to “exploit the untapped potential of sustainable agriculture in order to combat hunger and climate change at the same time.”

He also reiterated last week’s call from a group of UN human rights experts, including himself, that “a weak outcome of the climate change negotiations threatens to infringe upon human rights.”

Policies, Mr. De Schutter said today, must be based on a human rights framework and take the right to adequate food into account so that the needs of the most vulnerable will be prioritized and that poverty and inequality will not be exacerbated.

“This is not a theoretical debate,” he stressed, adding that there have been real cases of the violation of the right to food linked to climate policies.

A new report issued today found that the cost of not reaching a global agreement to mitigate the effects of climate change in Copenhagen will be equivalent to 137 per cent of the current gross domestic product in Latin America and the Caribbean by 2100.

Without international mitigation actions, the region stands to suffer losses in agriculture, biodiversity and infrastructure, while facing the growing intensity of natural disasters, according to the study, backed by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

Also in the region, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Ecuador have joined forces for a new initiative to protect the Latin American nation’s rich biodiversity and its indigenous population’s culture by leaving 850 million barrels of oil in the ground.

The oil is in the protected Yasuni National Park, one of the world’s largest reserves, which has been designated by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as a biosphere reserve. It is also home to indigenous people living in voluntary isolation.

By leaving the oil untouched, Ecuador will prevent more than 400 million tons of carbon dioxide from being released, and to off-set the lost revenue, Ecuador will create a multi-donor trust fund to be administered by UNDP in the agreement reached earlier this week in Copenhagen.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33271&Cr=Copenhagen&Cr1=
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With better stoves, UN aims to cut risk of murder, rape for women seeking  firewood  - Xinhua

The United Nations on Wednesday launched a pilot project to provide fuel-efficient stoves to some 150,000 women in Sudan and Uganda to cut the risks of murder, rape and other violence they face in gathering firewood, while at the same time protecting the environment. 

The Safe Access to Firewood and Alternative Energy in Humanitarian Settings (SAFE) stoves initiative, organized by the World Food Program (WFP) and other UN agencies, will be rolled out next year to reach eventually up to 6 million refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), and returnees in 36 nations, where they are forced to walk further and further into the bush into unsafe areas to collect firewood, UN officials said here. 

"Women and girls should not have to risk their lives and dignity, and precious trees should not be lost, in the simple act of trying to cook food for their families," WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran said. "The SAFE stoves launch will help protect them and the environment with practical and urgently needed solutions." 

UN Secretary-general Ban Ki-moon also welcomed the project at an event in Copenhagen held on the sidelines of the UN climate change talks, the officials said. 

He described the initiative as showing "a virtuous circle in action, thanks to technology -- environmental protection ... improved safety for women ... access to clean energy for the poor ... enhanced climate security." 

The project "is a simple, inexpensive and win-win solution ... [that will] provide immediate, tangible benefits to their users," he said. 

WFP researchers have found that some women spend a full day's wages on firewood alone. Others sell off food rations to purchase fuel. The SAFE project will scale up distribution of fuel-efficient and "improved mud" stoves to assist almost 100,000 women in North Darfur, Sudan. These stoves consume less firewood and lower health risks associated with smoke. 

In Uganda, WFP will focus on refugees and pastoralists in the drought-hit Karamoja region. It will provide more than 35,000 households and 50 schools with fuel-efficient stoves, as well as helping women to find other sources of income. 

Project partners include the Women's Refugee Commission, the UNHigh Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Environment Program (UNEP). 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/17/content_12658708.htm
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Ocean issues dropped from negotiating climate text - The Jakarta Post
Adianto P. Simamora and Stevie Emilia , Copenhagen   

Indonesia has to work hard to re-raise the issue surrounding the ocean’s role in climate change after the ongoing Copenhagen climate talks decided to drop it from the negotiating draft text on emissions cuts.

To make it worse, Indonesia will likely struggle alone to lobby parties into putting the ocean issue back on the draft text before being adopted as a conference decision. Most negotiators preferred to focus on emissions cuts targets and financing affairs.

“Indonesia will continue fighting to mainstream ocean issues in the climate talks to once again include them in the negotiating text,” negotiator Hendra Yusran Siry told journalists on the sidelines of the conference.

He said Indonesia expected the conference to recognize that marine ecosystems were also vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.

Draft text only says developing countries with fragile mountainous regions are vulnerable to severe impacts of climate change.

The draft text of the long commitment agreements (LCA), as an umbrella for ocean issues, would be submitted to the ministerial meeting on Wednesday.

Before the Copenhagen talks, ocean and marine issues had been found in at least 18 paragraphs of the 161-page draft text. But after the president of the conference tabled the seven-page draft text last week, all paragraphs related to ocean and marine issues were omitted.

Ocean and marine-related issues are now mentioned only in draft texts on adaptation, technology transfer and capacity building under the convention.

Hendra said the ocean faced the serious twin impacts of greenhouse gas emissions and acidification, which would bleach coral reefs.

Indonesia — which hosted the initial World Ocean Conference and the Coral Triangle Initiative in Manado, North Sulawesi, last May — has called for prioritizing ocean issues in negotiations at the Copenhagen talks. The country has set up a road map to table the Manado Ocean Declaration (MOD) in climate talks, from Bonn climate meeting to last month’s Barcelona conference.

The MOD requires adaptation funds and technology transfers to help ocean countries — including Indonesia — deal with climate change. 

Oceans cover three quarters of the Earth surface and provide 50 percent of the world’s oxygen. A study has found that ocean acidification levels could increase by 100 times by 2050, which will lead to massive coral bleaching, destroying thousands of reefs, feeding grounds for most of the world’s fish species.

The study, made by the United Nation Environmental Program (UNEP) and World Conservation Monitoring Center, said that by 2100, about 70 percent of cold water corals would be exposed to corrosive waters.

It says seas and oceans absorbed about one quarter of carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted to the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuel, deforestation and human activities.

As more CO2 has been emitted into the atmosphere, the ocean has absorbed greater amounts at increasingly rapid rates.

However, the absorption of atmospheric CO2 had resulted in changes to chemical balance of oceans, causing them to become more acidic.

“Ocean acidification is irreversible on time scales of at least tens of thousands of years, and substantial damage to ocean ecosystems can only be avoided by urgent and rapid reductions in global emissions of CO2. Attention must be given to integration of this critical issue at global climate change debate in Copenhagen,” said Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention Biodiversity (CBD).
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2009/12/16/ocean-issues-dropped-negotiating-climate-text.html
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UN details its own CO2 emissions - CCTV

As one of its first steps toward reducing its own greenhouse gas footprint, the United Nations has announced that it emits 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide annually worldwide.

One million tons of that amount is generated by peacekeeping operations, and represents 3.3 percent of the emissions generated by New York City, where the world body is located. Half of the rest, or 0.7 million tons of emissions, are caused by UN staff flights.

The UN Environment Program has said that releasing such details is only the first step. Next, it will try to achieve the low-carbon goal set by UN. Built in 1952, the UN headquarters in New York is due for a full renovation soon.

The major building systems are set to be upgraded, with a 50 percent drop in total energy use.
http://english.cctv.com/program/worldwidewatch/20091216/104320.shtml
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Korea makes bid to host 2012 climate conference - JoongAng Daily

December 16, 2009 - Korea will make its bid to host a climate summit slated for 2012 in an attempt to promote the nation’s green growth strategy to the international community, a Blue House official said yesterday. 

President Lee Myung-bak will attend the Copenhagen climate conference and give a keynote speech in English Thursday titled “Taking Action Together.
” Lee will stress the spirit of “me first” in cutting greenhouse gas emissions. “President Lee will point out that the emission reduction discussion has seen little progress,” the official said. “He will send a message that instead of having the ‘you-first’ debate, advanced and developing economies should show a ‘me-first’ spirit.” 

The president will also urge the international community to begin discussions on “how to” reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in addition to “how much.” To this end, Lee will propose the establishment an international organization. 

Lee will also make public Korea’s intention to host the 2012 climate summit. The Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, often referred as the climate conference, takes place annually and the venue rotates among continents. Asia will host the conference in 2012 and Korea and Qatar are eyeing on the opportunity. 

The 2012 event will be the 18th conference and up to 15,000 delegates from 192 member nations of the UN convention are expected to attend to create a new climate plan. The Kyoto Protocol is due to expire at the end of 2012. The announcement of the host won’t be made until the end of next year, but sources at the Blue House said Denmark and major Asian countries have shown support.

http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2914046
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Little headway seen halfway through COP15 – The Japan Times

By ERIC JOHNSTON, Staff writer

COPENHAGEN — No legally binding agreement until sometime next year, emissions targets politically acceptable but not in line with what scientists recommend and only enough money to pay for the climate change needs of developing countries until the end of 2012 appear to be the likely results of the U.N. climate conference, officials and NGOs warned over the weekend.

 Midway through the conference that was supposed to produce a legally binding framework for greenhouse gas reductions for the 2012-2020 period, some progress has been made on minor technical issues, officials said.

But developed and developing countries remain divided on the big issue of how to cut greenhouse gases by the amount climatologists say is needed to prevent the worst effects of climate change but is also politically acceptable to all.

Environment Minister Sakihito Ozawa, speaking Sunday evening after an informal meeting with ministers from 44 other countries to try to bridge the gaps, said problems remained over an official draft released Friday on what a post-2012 agreement would look like.

The draft calls for a continuation of obligations of signatories to the Kyoto Protocol but effectively creates a separate category for countries like the United States and China, which never signed up for Kyoto, a category that could allow them to avoid penalties if they fail to keep their reduction pledges.

"The Kyoto Protocol only covers countries that collectively emit about 30 percent of the world's greenhouse gases. The most important thing is the total reduction of carbon dioxide, and how to get an agreement that makes it most effective to do so," Ozawa continued. "Just talking about the continuation of the Kyoto Protocol, which China and America have not joined, is a problem."

Ozawa also said there was no progress at Sunday's meeting on long-term financial assistance to developing countries, although short-term financing was discussed. Yvo de Boer, the U.N.'s top climate negotiator, is seeking $30 billion over the next three years from developed countries for short-term mitigation while developing countries and some economic studies say up to $200 billion in long-term financing is needed.

Last week, the European Union pledged nearly 7.2 billion euro ($10.8 billion) over the next three years to support mitigation efforts in developing countries and an EU official said Japan will hopefully announce its own pledge at Copenhagen soon.

NGOs have been calling on Japan to quickly declare how much it intends to provide, in the hope that it will push negotiations further along. But EU officials said they don't expect whatever amount Japan eventually announces later this week to equal the EU's funding level.

"Donations have to be proportion to your economy. Japan is much smaller than the EU or the U.S, so we wouldn't expect as large a contribution as the EU," said Anders Turesson, Sweden's chief negotiator, representing the EU, in an interview with The Japan Times.

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20091215b2.html 
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Why COP15 is vital – The Fiji Times

Matelita Ragogo

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Reading about the United Nations Convention on Climate Change talks on the other side of the planet, it would be easy to disassociate yourselves seeing that it is pretty much a group of senior civil servants, talking about the weather.

For some, developing a victim, finger-pointing attitude is perhaps the preferred response ("The industrialized world, and emerging economies like India and China did this to us and they must pay.") to what is becoming a losing battle for attempts by developing island nations to secure an adequate adaptation package.

For the majority, however, one imagines the 'ignorance is bliss' take with the litany of acronyms and intimidating vocabulary spilling out of the Bella Centre where 15,000 people gather daily as negotiators or to follow proceedings.

But what is it? Why should Fijians follow this meeting? Why should they appreciate the 100,000 people who marched through the streets of Copenhagen asking politicians to have the guts to move away from purely economic considerations here at Copenhagen and to root instead for the planet, not profits.

The journey to Copenhagen

COP stands for conference of parties, the main discussion within this annual meeting of the 192 countries that are signatories to the UNFCCC, which came into force in 1994. This year's meeting in Denmark's capital Copenhagen is the 15th and the culmination of negotiations.

COP meetings essentially explore through negotiations an international solution to the climate change issue. COP15 will cover five overarching issues - mitigation, adaptation, deforestation, technology transfer and of course finance - which are practical, affordable and will be effective.

For mitigation, discussions will centre on effective ways of reducing CO2 emissions into the atmosphere by both developed and developing countries; in terms of adaptation, COP15 must end with concrete ways of how vulnerable communities can be assisted to adapt; deforestation is crippling the planet's ability to balance increased CO2 emission and a chunk of discussion has been around how can the remaining forests be protected but at the same time, host countries of these oxygen sources be appropriately compensated; and the issue of technology transfer is important because of its potential to support economic growth in an energy-efficient and environmentally-sound manner.

The last issue, financing, will make or break negotiations. Developing countries are basically asking to be compensated for the environment degradation we are presently faced with due to past unsustainable developing practices by the industrialized economies. It is estimated that developing nations will need $US400 billion per year for mitigation and $US75-100 billion per year for adaptation - the figure touted so far at the meeting is $10 billion per year until 2013.

COP03 in 1997 birthed the Kyoto Protocol which came to force in 2005 after 141 countries ratified it. The Protocol's first commitment period expires in 2012 thus the emphasis of countries which have benefitted from the Kyoto Protocol's legally-binding element for a similar document, complete with compliance mechanisms, from COP15. Negotiations are conducted in blocks; Fiji is part of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) which is a coalition of 43 island nations and low-lying coastal countries. They are in turn part of a larger block, the G77/China.

At 'Hopenhagen'

The Alliance of Small Island States does not deny that they have come to Copenhagen with a lot of expectations - in fact they have been accused of expecting too much.

Samoa, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Solomon Islands and Nauru representatives here are sticking to their mantra.

They want an increased and genuine efforts by major polluters for a package of mitigation activities that provide for long-time stabilisation of atmospheric greenhouse gas concentration; that global average temperatures must be limited to well below 1.5 degrees Celsius; and that parties must reduce emissions by 45 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020, and by 95 per cent come 2050. According to the UNFCCC secretariat, developed nations have stuck to emission reduction targets of a mere 16 to 23 per cent.

As would be expected in meetings of this magnitude, there are numerous sticking points. If anything, the issues that are making the talks look a little sluggish considering that more than 100 heads of states are arriving in town this week to sign an agreement, is a reflection of how cross-cutting an issue climate change is.

Leaders seem unable to agree on a ceiling for temperature increases for instance: developed countries argue for a peak of two degrees celsius and AOSISs insist on a peak of 1.5 based on scientific evidence that to exceed this translates to oceans too warm for marine life, directly impacting on our coral reefs where daily sustenance is extracted from by coastal villages.

Another sticking point is the question of should leaders agree that the most vulnerable should benefit from the adaptation fund first, who decides who is vulnerable?

Five outcomes could be 'achieved' in Copenhagen - no agreement at all; a decision or a set of decisions; COP15 could bend to USA pressure and have a 'political' agreement, not legally-binding and without compliance mechanisms; a new agreement that replaces the Kyoto Protocol, incorporating the emerging issues like adaptation or mitigation commitments by the USA or action intentions by major developing nations; and/or two protocols - an amended, improved, updated Kyoto Protocol and a new document that is specific to items from COP15.

Post-COP15

The world's moral consciousness was aptly demonstrated when thousands walked into the night Saturday night, adding pressure to world leaders.

In Fiji, we must act now and in solidarity; start small but one must start. For as the European Commission's president Jose Manuel Barroso said in September: "If we do not sort this out, it risks becoming the longest suicide note in history."

http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=135576
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Ban lays out remaining hurdles in climate talks in Copenhagen

The outcome of the historic climate change negotiations in Copenhagen hinges on the issues of emissions reductions and financing, Secretary-General Ban Kimoon said today as he urged world leaders to use the final days of the talks to strike an ambitious new agreement.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has found that to stave off the worst effects of climate change, industrialized countries must slash greenhouse gas emissions by 25 to 40 per cent from 1990 levels by 2020, and that global emissions must be halved by 2050.

“I hope that the developed countries should come out with more ambitious mid-term target by 2020 against the 1990 level,” Mr. Ban told reporters in Copenhagen today. 

The other main issue, he said, is “the most important key to bridge the gap between the developed countries and the developing,” and he called for “sufficient financial and technological support for the developing countries, particularly the most vulnerable states.” 

The Secretary-General said there has been progress on this front, with $10 billion having been committed every year until 2012 by both the European Union and Japan. 
With two-thirds of the money needed already having been pledged, he expressed confidence that the remainder is forthcoming. 

He also underscored the importance of a “firm commitment by the developed countries that this long-term financial support will be given and should be given and there should be an initial formulation of mechanism or mechanisms for this provision of financial support.” 
Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), also pointed to some outstanding issues in the final days of the Copenhagen summit, which is set to wrap up on Friday. 

“I still believe that it’s possible to reach a real success [in Copenhagen], but I must say in that context that the next 24 hours are absolutely crucial and need to be used productively,” he said at a press conference.
The high-level segment of the Copenhagen summit continued in the Danish capital today, and some 120 heads of State and government are expected to attend the final sessions. 

To pave the way towards ‘sealing the deal’ on a new climate agreement, Mr. Ban met today with leaders and representatives of groups of nations, including the Group of 77 (G77), the African Group, the Least Developed Countries and the Association of Small Island States.
Among the leaders he met on the sidelines of the conference were United Kingdom Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri. 

Arriving yesterday in Copenhagen, the Secretary-General exhorted nations to ‘seal the deal’ on an ambitious new agreement, warning that the well-being of all of the world’s people is at stake.
The summit under way is “as momentous as the negotiations that created our great United Nations… from the ashes of war more than 60 years ago,” Mr. Ban said at the opening of the high-level meeting. “Once again, we are on the cusp of history.”
Any deal, the Secretary-General emphasized, must incorporate five key elements: more ambitious mid-term emissions reductions targets from industrialized countries; stepped-up efforts by developing nations to curb emissions growth; an adaptation framework; financing and technology support; and transparent and equitable governance.
He also underlined the need for countries to hammer out how to provide medium- and long-term financing to bolster climate resilience, limit deforestation and further low-emissions growth.
In a related development, a UN independent expert today underlined that any agreement reached in Copenhagen must emphasize human rights to avert hunger among the world’s most vulnerable. 

“Climate change is a ticking time bomb for global food security,” said Olivier De Schutter, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food.
Global warming, he said, disproportionately impacts some of the poorest countries, especially the most vulnerable in these nations, with small-scale farmers and indigenous peoples dependent on land for their livelihoods.
The expert called on States to “exploit the untapped potential of sustainable agriculture in order to combat hunger and climate change at the same time.”
He also reiterated last week’s call from a group of UN human rights experts, including himself, that “a weak outcome of the climate change negotiations threatens to infringe upon human rights.”
Policies, Mr. De Schutter said today, must be based on a human rights framework and take the right to adequate food into account so that the needs of the most vulnerable will be prioritized and that poverty and inequality will not be exacerbated.
“This is not a theoretical debate,” he stressed, adding that there have been real cases of the violation of the right to food linked to climate policies.
A new report issued today found that the cost of not reaching a global agreement to mitigate the effects of climate change in Copenhagen will be equivalent to 137 per cent of the current gross domestic product in Latin America and the Caribbean by 2100.
Without international mitigation actions, the region stands to suffer losses in agriculture, biodiversity and infrastructure, while facing the growing intensity of natural disasters, according to the study, backed by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).
Also in the region, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Ecuador have joined forces for a new initiative to protect the Latin American nation’s rich biodiversity and its indigenous population’s culture by leaving 850 million barrels of oil in the ground.
The oil is in the protected Yasuni National Park, one of the world’s largest reserves, which has been designated by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as a biosphere reserve. It is also home to indigenous people living in voluntary isolation.
By leaving the oil untouched, Ecuador will prevent more than 400 million tons of carbon dioxide from being released, and to off-set the lost revenue, Ecuador will create a multi-donor trust fund to be administered by UNDP in the agreement reached earlier this week in Copenhagen.
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Climate change driving displacement, says UN refugee chief
Climate change is the biggest factor driving forced displacement, a top United Nations official said today, underscoring that global warming is blurring the traditional distinction between refugees and migrants.
“Climate change is, in my opinion, the most important trigger and the most important enhancer of forced displacement” that is interconnected with other “mega-trends,” such as food insecurity, poverty and conflict,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) António Guterres told reporters in Copenhagen, Denmark, today.
Nations are hammering out a new climate change agreement in the Danish capital at the historic UN conference, which is set to wrap up on Friday.
Climate change, Mr. Guterres said today, is making natural disasters more intense and frequent, and is also threatening the future of countries, not just small island nations, due to rising sea levels.
It can also set off violence, he pointed out, with resources becoming scarcer and resulting in competition, “which can lead to conflict and conflict will lead to displacement.”
Traditionally, refugees have been seen as people who flee their home country due to war or persecution, while migrants have been seen as people moving to a different nation in search of a better life.
“Now this distinction is becoming more and more blurred because a combination of factors – climate change, food insecurity, poverty, conflict – are becoming more and more interlinked and forcing people to flee,” Mr. Guterres stressed.
Under the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, a refugee was defined as a person having “a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion.”
A new treaty was promulgated in October in Africa to protect and assist those uprooted from their homes due to conflict and natural disasters in Africa, which accounts for nearly half of the world’s 26 million internally displaced persons (IDPs).
The High Commissioner today called on nations to discuss on how to protect people worldwide not covered under the 1951 Convention and “to address questions of statelessness, namely sinking islands, in which the problem is not only to give a nationality to someone, but to preserve the identity, culture and the history of a population.”
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COPENHAGEN: BAN KI-MOON REMAINS CONFIDENT OF DEAL ON CLIMATE CHANGE

· With three days remaining at the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, the Secretary-General is confident that world leaders will be able to agree on a new deal to combat global warming.
 

· As part of his efforts to help pave the way, he held meetings Wednesday with a wide number of leaders and representatives of groups of nations. These included the Group of 77 (G77), the African Group, the Least Developed Countries and the Association of Small Island States. He also joined the President of the Conference of Parties on the podium of the High-level segment of the Climate Change Conference.
 

· Among the leaders he met on the sidelines of the conference were British Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri.
 

· The Secretary-General later attended the launch of World Food Programme's “safe stoves” initiative. The stoves require less firewood, which means preserving trees and reducing emissions, as well as protecting women and girls who often have to travel great distances to collect firewood at the risk of attacks, robbery and rape.
 

· Today’s pilot launch is targeting women in Uganda and Sudan. The stoves will be rolled out next year to reach up to 6 million refugees, internally displaced persons and returnees across 36 countries.
 

· This evening, the Secretary-General will take part in the “Earth Hour Copenhagen” event. All the lights of the city will be turned off for an hour and be lit instead by thousands of lanterns made by children around the world.
 

· The Secretary-General began the day with a working breakfast he hosted for the heads of UN bodies.  He said he was determined to ensure that the United Nations can “deliver as one” in its response to climate change.
 

· Asked about comments by the Secretary-General suggesting that the rise in climate change could be capped at 2C above present levels, the Spokesperson said that the Secretary-General has made clear that he would support capping it at a lower level, such as 1.5C above present levels, if agreement could be reached on that.
 

· The Secretary-General, Nesirky said, has been consistent in saying that it is important to reach a deal on which all sides can agree. He has tried to be an honest broker in this process, and has also made clear his firm conviction that everyone should be able to come to the table and seal a deal.
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ECUADOR AND U.N.D.P. LAUNCH INITIATIVE TO PROTECT BIODIVERSITY
· UNDP Administrator Helen Clark joined Ecuador’s Foreign Minister Fander Falconi today in Copenhagen to announce an initiative to protect Ecuador’s rich biodiversity and the culture of its indigenous population by leaving 850 million barrels of oil in the ground.
 

· The oil, in Ecuador’s protected Yasuni National Park, is one of the world’s largest oil reserves, and by leaving it untouched, Ecuador will prevent 407 million tonnes of CO2 from being released.
 

· To offset the lost revenue, Ecuador has set up a multi-donor trust fund which will be administered by UNDP.  All contributions to the Yasuni Trust Fund will be used for renewable energy projects and low carbon development in Ecuador.
Back to Menu
U.N. REGRETS DELAYS AT COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE VENUE
· Responding to media queries about the delays in accessing the Bella Center, where the UN Conference on Climate Change is being held in Copenhagen, the Spokesperson stated that the United Nations regrets the long delays for people wishing to gain access or pick up accreditation and is doing all it can to alleviate further delays.
 

· More than 45,000 people have applied to attend the conference. An overwhelming number of those who applied arrived on Monday, causing congestion in the area outside the UN venue, which is under the control of the Danish police, and also long delays at the UN accreditation counters.
 

· The access to the venue for NGOs will continue to be controlled by the existing quota system to allow balanced access by NGO organizations. NGO representatives are given over half of the capacity of the Bella Centre, more than ever before at a climate conference. 
 

· From Thursday, only non-governmental organizations that have the secondary badges issued will be able to enter the Bella Centre. The Danish Government and Danish NGO Network are organizing an alternative venue for NGOs who cannot get in the Bella Center over the next two days.
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� HYPERLINK  \l "NouvellobsLaPresidentedelaconfe" ��Nouvelobs.con/ AP: La présidente de la conférence démissionne�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ChallengesDerniere" ��Challenges.fr (France): Dernière chance pour un accord sur le climat à Copenhague�


� HYPERLINK  \l "LemondeSarko" ��LeMonde (France) : Copenhague : Sarkozy ne veut pas envisager "un échec"�


� HYPERLINK  \l "RadioCanada" ��Radio-Canada.ca (Canada): Négociations dans l'impasse�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Spiegel" ��Spiegel (Deutschland/Germany): Chimerica gegen den Rest der Welt�


� HYPERLINK  \l "BBCRussian" ��Би-би-си (UK): На саммите в Копенгагене не удается достичь соглашения�








