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Bahama Journal (Bahamas):Climate Change Matters
17 December 2009
Of all those issues that today pose a challenge to mankind, none is as crucial as climate change.

Over the past 20 years science now demonstrates with a very high degree of confidence that greenhouse gases, emitted by an excess of carbon dioxide (CO2) mainly, now saturate the atmosphere and are bringing the system to a major tipping point.

In other words, climate change does matter.

No country is isolated or can be insulated from its myriad of effects. As Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham gets set to represent and defend the interests of the Bahamian people at the Climate Change conference in Copenhagen, we wish for him and his entourage every success in their venture.

We do so because it is entirely appropriate for all who love this nation that is ours to wish its leader success as he goes about this crucially important work.

As he left town, the nation’s chief warned that if sea levels were to rise by 1.5 feet, nearly 80 per cent of the Bahamas' land mass will be underwater.

Mr. Ingraham is attending the United Nation's 15th Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark.

While in Copenhagen, the prime minister is expected to be joined by other CARICOM and world leaders to forge a consensus on global warming.

We have no disagreement with the prime minister when he says that, it is very important for the Bahamas to have a voice at this conference in Copenhagen.

When the Bahamas speaks – that voice must speak truth to world power. Indeed, when the Bahamas speaks, its leaders must do all they can to demonstrate that – despite high per capita income – this country cannot and should not be described or depicted as ‘developed’.

A similar case can and should be made for a place like Barbados.

Like the Bahamas, Barbados has an economy that is doing well compared to others of similar size and resource endowment.

Like the Bahamas, it is extremely vulnerable to any number of external shocks. And like the Bahamas, it also faces any number of challenges from climate change.

These are perilous times for humanity, writ large. This is a proposition that is widely accepted as fact.

A major part of the peril currently facing people worldwide has to do with the ubiquity of global warming and with some of its catastrophic implications for the planet.

The problems faced are global in scope; and as such, they require the forging of a consensus that is big enough, broad enough and sound enough to protect and defend what has been called, the global commons.

When we reference the global commons, we have in mind the water we share, the air we breathe and the wider implications these have for climate.

Then, there are all those other issues concerning drought, flood, hurricanes, typhoons and other such devastating forces of nature.

There are also regional initiatives concerning this matter of climate change.

One such is the The Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre. This agency coordinates the Caribbean region’s response to climate change.

It was officially opened in August 2005; and that it is the key node for information on climate change issues and on the region’s response to managing and adapting to climate change in the Caribbean.

A measure of its importance can be gleaned from the fact that, the Centre is the official repository and clearing house for regional climate change data, providing climate change-related policy advice and guidelines to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Member States through the CARICOM Secretariat.

In this role, the Centre is recognized by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and other international agencies as the focal point for climate change issues in the Caribbean.

Finally, the Centre has also been recognized by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) as a Centre of Excellence, one of an elite few.

This reputation is a major honor for the Centre, and it should be a great source of pride for the people of the Caribbean as well.

Since, nationhood still matters – we wish our leader well and hope that – as he confers with his counterparts from the region – he and they can get the best deal possible for the Bahamas and its neighbours.
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Watford Observer (UK): Watford pupils send environmental message to United Nations Copenhagen climate conference

17 December 2009

Students from a school in Watford are taking part in a global project to voice their concerns about climate change.
Pupils from St Michael’s Catholic High School, in High Elms Lane, have united with over 1,000 young people across the UK, Kenya and India, to relay a warning to world leaders as the United Nations climate change negotiations gain momentum.
The project, called the International Climate Challenge, hopes that world leaders will act in the interest of all young people around the world.
Schoolgirl, Molly, 13, summed up the message sent to the United Nations conference in Copenhagen.
She said: “It is vital you make right decision, your choice will change the world forever – your children, nieces, nephews and friends will have a harder life than yours today.”
As a result of the global project, a booklet has been produced entitled “Hear Our Voices”, with students from India, Kenya and the UK giving their views on climate change.
Achim Steiner, part of the United Nations environment programme, said: “These voices need to be heard in Copenhagen because they represent the generation that will inherit the consequences of decisions taken by world leaders.”

Back to Menu
=============================================================

COP-15 in the News
AP: Obama heads to high-risk, uncertain climate talks

18 December 2009
With global climate change talks at a critical juncture, President Barack Obama flew to Copenhagen on Thursday to join more than 110 other world leaders looking to push an interim agreement across the finish line.
Obama will be on hand for the final day of the two-week, 193-nation U.N. climate conference. But U.S.-China acrimony, a bitter divide between rich and poor nations and dissatisfaction with the U.S. emissions-reduction pledge clouded prospects for any agreement.
Sending presidents across the ocean to spend capital and time on an undetermined outcome is unusual. Schedules for foreign trips and international leader gatherings are usually set in advance in excruciating detail. Agreements are almost always inked ahead of time, with all but the signatures filled in.
Not so for this trip.
Not only was it unclear as Obama set off what the conference would produce, it wasn't certain how the president would spend his approximately nine hours there Friday. 
He was attending plenary sessions, and expected to hold some one-on-one sideline talks. But much of his time was purposely left fluid, and his brief remarks to the assembly were barely in draft stage before he departed.
This high-stakes jaunt is eerily similar to Obama's first Copenhagen trip, when he unsuccessfully appealed for the 2016 Summer Olympics to be held in his adopted hometown of Chicago.
Then, he also arrived after an overnight flight from Washington and left later that day. 
The trip was more scripted, with a planned itinerary and presentation. 
But it carried no advance promise of good news, and produced none. Rio de Janeiro won the day.
Obama didn't decide until late November to attend the climate talks. Doubt that he would go had increased after it became clear the conference would not produce a binding international climate treaty. 
Deemed too difficult a lift, leaders shifted the goal to producing a framework for a more formal agreement later.
Obama initially said he would stop in during the conference's opening days. 
That way, his appearance would come on his own terms, with less hazard. But he abruptly changed his mind just before the conference started Dec. 7, deciding instead to go on the last day, when most other leaders would be there.
That decision was more consistent with Obama's campaign promise to provide bold leadership on climate change. It also significantly increased the political risk.
Obama now is more vulnerable to being blamed for any failure. He could end the year with a glaring "incomplete" on yet another signature priority. 
He could make it even harder to pass hard-fought climate legislation precariously pending in Congress. He could be seen as weak if putting his prestige on the line fails to bring results — again.
"You go there to have conversation and sometimes awful things happen," said Stephen Hess, a senior fellow emeritus at the Brookings Institution who has been a consultant, adviser and speechwriter to presidents dating back to Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
"It depends how often it happens, how it's perceived by the press, the public and other nations, as well as the president's enemies."
Thursday's offer from the U.S. to help raise $100 billion a year starting in 2020 to get poorer nations started on converting to clean energy and recovering from climate damage offered some hope. 
China responded by going some way to meet a firm U.S. demand that Beijing and other developing economies make cuts in emissions growth that are open to international verification.

But White House advisers still openly talked of the possibility the conference could end up a bust. "Coming back with an empty agreement would be far worse than coming back empty-handed," presidential spokesman Robert Gibbs said Thursday.
 That kind of lowering of expectations could be an attempt to inoculate Obama from the fallout, or a negotiating ploy to scare recalcitrant nations into making moves of their own.
There has been much hope in Copenhagen that Obama would arrive with a new proposal and salvage the talks. That's not likely.
For one thing, the U.S. emissions-reduction commitment purposely mirrors the legislation before Congress, which calls for 17 percent reduction in pollution from 2005 levels by 2020 — the equivalent of 3 to 4 percent from 1990 levels and only a tiny fraction of offers from the European Union, Japan and Russia.
Even that target was hard-won in a skittish Congress, and Obama has decided he can't go further without potentially souring final passage of the bill, approved in the House but not yet considered in the Senate.
 He also could imperil eventual Senate ratification of any global treaty that emerges next year.
Obama also will not be putting a specific dollar amount on Washington's promised "fair share" contribution into a short-term, $10 billion-a-year fund for developing countries, said a White House official involved in the talks. 
The official spoke on condition of anonymity to more freely describe the administration's thinking.
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Reuters: Obama heads to Copenhagen, sees progress with China
17 December 2009
The United States is making progress with China on outstanding issues overshadowing U.N. climate talks but cannot say whether a deal will result after President Barack Obama arrives in Copenhagen, officials said.
Obama leaves Washington later on Thursday and is expected to arrive in Denmark around 8 a.m. local time on Friday, U.S. officials told reporters on a conference call.
He will give a brief address at a plenary session with other world leaders and emphasize the renewed U.S. commitment to show leadership on global warming, but he is not expected to be more specific about Washington's pledge to help provide funding for poor countries dealing with climate change.
That pledge is tied to monitoring, reporting and verification requirements by China and other big developing countries on their emissions curbs. 
China has resisted such requirements.

One U.S. official said progress was being made on that issue and others ahead of Obama's arrival.
"We're making progress on all of our outstanding issues with the Chinese. We have a good dialogue going and there are other parties as well," the official said.
"There's still a way to go on all the issues and there's not much time left, so we certainly can't predict at this point what the outcome of the conference will be," he said.
Obama, who delayed a decision on whether to attend the talks until just weeks ago, is staking his credibility on the still elusive deal with ramifications for him at home and on the world stage.
Asked whether the president was concerned about returning empty-handed from Copenhagen for a second time this year after failing to secure the 2016 Olympics for Chicago, White House spokesman Robert Gibbs said, "Coming back with an empty agreement would be far worse than coming back empty-handed."
With his top domestic legislative priority of healthcare reform percolating in Washington, the president plans to stay in Copenhagen less than a day.
That may or may not be enough time to overcome persistent disagreements between developed and developing nations that have marred two weeks of talks, but Obama's presence and contribution could be a potential deal-maker.
DEADLOCK, RISK
The United States tried to break a deadlock on Thursday, with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announcing that Washington was prepared to help mobilize $100 billion a year by 2020 to assist poor nations dealing with climate change.
Gibbs said the United States still believed an agreement at Copenhagen was possible.
"We want something that works for both the international community but also that works for the United States. We think the elements are there to reach that agreement," he said.
The United States has proposed cutting its greenhouse gas emissions in the range of 17 percent by 2020 compared with 2005 levels. 
That corresponds to a 3 percent reduction from 1990 levels, the baseline used by the European Union and others.
Obama is unlikely to propose a more aggressive emissions reduction target, which many countries have demanded. His goals are based on a bill that passed the House of Representatives but has yet to go through the Senate.
Environmentalists say Obama could turn the talks around by pledging his strong support for the Senate climate bill, which has a more aggressive 20 percent emissions reduction target, and by putting his full efforts into the issue once healthcare reform is finished.
An official on the conference call said the administration would make a "robust" effort to advance the bill next year.

Obama's participation is fraught with risks.
 If the president, a Democrat, puts a more aggressive offer on the table in Copenhagen, he could face criticism from Republicans who charge the United States is going too far without getting enough in return from big developing economies such as India and China.
If he is more cautious and the talks end up faltering, he would be connected to that failure and his efforts to pass domestic climate change legislation could suffer along with his credibility among other international leaders.
"He's sort of damned if he does, damned if he doesn't, and (so) he might as well do the thing that's right," said Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy at the Union of Concerned Scientists, urging Obama to push the talks forward.
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Guardian (UK): Obama’s arrival expected to inject fresh momentum into Copenhagen talks
17 DECEMBER 2009
Barack Obama is poised to arrive in Copenhagen tomorrow with additional pledges of cash for poor countries which will suffer the most from global warming, a day after America's promise to support a $100bn a year climate fund.
Obama's arrival has been the most anticipated event of the 10-day summit, which has lurched between optimism and rank despair. 
He will seek to make a decisive impact, building on the announcement today by Hillary Clinton, the secretary of state, who said for the first time the America would support a $100bn global climate change fund from 2020.
 But she will be a tough act to follow, as the statement was seen by delegates as a game changer.
Obama is expected to add an extra boost of momentum by beefing up America's share in a $10bn a year fast-track aid package. 
That aims to cushion poor countries from the impact of climate change and promote rainforest preservation starting next year. 
He is also expected to outline little-known provisions in the climate bill passed by the House of Representatives that would direct some $4bn a year from the auction of emission allowances to a fund to help developing countries adapt to climate change and deploy clean technology.
He is also expected to call more forcefully on the Senate to pass climate change law, critical to the eventual success of Copenhagen.
 "I've got a sense that she set the table, and he is going to deliver the knock-out punch," said Earl Blumenauer, part of the delegation of Democratic congressmen to the talks.

Clinton gave no specifics on how America would raise its share of the $100bn fund, and she made her offer contingent on overcoming an atmosphere of mistrust to reach a deal at Copenhagen.
 "It is no secret that we have lost precious time in these past days," she said. "In the time we have left here, it can no longer be about us versus them — this group of nations pitted against that group. We all face the same challenge together."
She also said the deal must include an international regime to monitor and verify pledges by developing countries to curb their emissions.
 Clinton said there could be no deal without such checks in place.
 "If there is not even a commitment to pursue transparency, that's kind of a deal breaker for us," she said.
Clinton's appearance here — an only hour after the summit’s Danish hosts had given up hopes of reaching a deal — was widely credited with pulling the negotiations back from the brink.
Environmental organisations said America still needed to provide details about the sources of funding, and how it would be distributed. 
Clinton would only say there would be public and private investment, and that America was exploring several different potential sources of funding.
But British officials said last night that the US move puts the onus on the European Union to decide whether to make good on its promise to raise its emissions reductions target to 30% in the event of strong action at the summit. EU officials were meeting to discuss the next move tonight. .
Alden Meyer, director of strategy for the Union of Concerned Scientists, said America's support for the $100bn climate fund gave China the cover it needed to back down gracefully from the showdown over accountability.
 "Now China can be magnanimous and say it is acting in solidarity with its brothers and sisters in Africa [who will benefit from the money], and that it is not going to stand in the way of a deal," he said.
Although industrialised countries had cobbled together a package of short-term aid for African countries and low-lying islands that will suffer the worst ravages of global warming, there had been little movement on mobilising the billions that will be required over the long haul.
Clinton's intervention helps supply that crucial missing link. 
The $100bn figure was formally put on the table at the conference by the Ethiopian prime minister, Meles Zenawi, who is head of the African group of nations. It is much lower than many developing nations say is necessary to help them adapt to climate change and develop green technologies, with esitmates ranging up to $600bn a year.
The American offer to puts its share into the $100bn climate fund is unlikely to win over all objections to the deal from African countries and small island states. "If nobody is going to be alive to get a dime of it, how far does this take us?" asked Hama Arba Diallo, a member of parliament from Burkina Faso.
Amisa Elamia, the prime minister of the Pacific island nation of Tuvalu, said he would be unable to sign on to an agreement unless it sought more stringent emissions cuts that would limit global warming to 1.5C. Negotiators are currently discussing limiting warming to 2C.
"Over the last few days we have faced considerable pressure to accept a deal based around 2C. We have not yielded to this pressure because our future is not negotiatiable," he said. "I will not sign anything that is not 1.5C."
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Reuters: Obama won't be specific on climate finance: official

17 December 2009
President Barack Obama is unlikely to be more specific about U.S. commitments to help provide financing for poor countries dealing with climate change when he arrives in Copenhagen, a U.S. official said.
Obama arrives at the U.N. climate talks in Denmark on Friday morning.
The U.S. official, speaking to reporters on a conference call on Thursday, said he could not predict whether world leaders would reach a deal at the conference but said Obama would stay committed to working on the issue if the talks were not successful.
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Reuters: U.S. backs $100 bln climate fund, world leaders meet
17 December 2009
Many leaders mentioned risks of failure at a two-day summit that started with a gala dinner for about 120 world leaders at Christiansborg Palace, hosted by Denmark's Queen Margrethe.
"Time is against us, let's stop posturing," French President Nicolas Sarkozy said in a speech to leaders.
 "A failure in Copenhagen would be a catastrophe for each and every one of us."
Environment ministers planned to work late into the night on draft texts outlining curbs on greenhouse gas emissions as part of a 193-nation deal due on Friday to avert more floods, heat waves, droughts and rising sea levels.
The United States, the number two emitter of greenhouse gases behind China, helped the mood by promising to back a $100 billion a year fund for poor nations from 2020. President Barack Obama will arrive early on Friday.

"The United States is prepared to work with other countries toward a goal of jointly mobilizing $100 billion a year by 2020 to address the climate change needs of developing countries," Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told a news conference.
Such funds would be more than all current aid flows to poor nations, a U.N. official said, and in line with demands put forward for African nations. "That's very encouraging," U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said of the U.S. pledge.
OBAMA
A U.S. official said Obama was unlikely to be more specific about U.S. commitments to help provide funds for poor countries.
And the U.S. official said he could not predict whether world leaders would reach a deal but said Obama would stay committed to working on the issue if talks were not successful.
A few Greenpeace activists carrying signs saying "Politicians talk, leaders Act" walked straight up the red carpet into Christiansborg Palace after arriving in a motorcade in front of Clinton, Greenpeace said. They were removed by guards.
Accord on finance is one part of a puzzle that also includes a host of other measures, such as saving rainforests, boosting carbon markets and stiffening global carbon emissions curbs.

"If each and everyone does a little bit more than we can do this," German Chancellor Angela Merkel said. She said the European Union was willing to do more but would not act alone.
But any deal will have to be agreed by unanimity. Some small island states and African nations -- most vulnerable to climate change -- insist they will not agree a weak deal.
"We are talking about the survival of our nation," said Prime Minister Apisai Ielemia of the Pacific island state of Tuvalu of the talks that began two years ago in Bali, Indonesia.
The talks, deadlocked for 24 hours, resumed after Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen dropped plans to present his own compromise texts. His plan had been opposed by poor nations which insisted everyone should be involved.
The draft texts include possible goals such as halving world greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 or obliging developed nations to cut their emissions by between 25 and 40 percent by 2020.
"We are moving out of the valley of death. We are beginning to see the outlines of a compromise, helped by the U.S. offer on finance," said Kim Carstensen, head of the WWF environmental group's global climate initiative.
Earlier on Thursday, prospects for a strong U.N. climate pact seemed remote as nations blamed leading emitters China and the United States for deadlock on carbon cuts. But ministers and leaders urged fresh urgency.
"Copenhagen is too important to fail," China's climate change ambassador Yu Qingtai said, adding that the presence of Premier Wen Jiabao, who arrived in Copenhagen on Wednesday evening, was testament to China's commitment.
India's environment minister Jairam Ramesh accused rich countries of planning a "propaganda campaign" to blame developing nations for any breakdown. 
Developing economies are expected to add almost all future growth in carbon emissions.
Clinton said a deal would fail unless developing nations, specifically China, committed to transparency on their emissions curbs.
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Reuters: China welcomes U.S. climate cash offer

17 December 2009
But Vice Foreign Minister He Yafei, bearing a message from Premier Wen Jiabao, warned that the U.N.-led negotiations in Copenhagen were at a critical stage and could be wrecked if the 193 countries taking part didn't pull together.
The Dec 7-18 summit is officially due to wrap up a new deal to tackle global warming on Friday, but rifts between rich and poor nations over everything from funding to which draft deal should be on the table, have made for agonizingly slow progress.
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton tried to break the deadlock on Thursday with a pledge to help mobilize the $100 billion a year by 2020 to assist poor nations shift to greener growth and adapt to a warmer world.
China's He, who had previously said finance was China's top concern at the talks, said the move was positive.
"I think the financial issue is very important. Whatever initiative these countries will announce is a good step," He told Reuters when asked about the U.S. announcement.
He also suggested that China was working toward a deal on controls of its emissions curbing efforts that would satisfy U.S. concerns.
 Another official earlier said the two countries were having regular and productive bilateral meetings.
"In terms of mitigation actions (emissions curbs), we can also consider, international exchange, dialogue and cooperation that is not intrusive and does not infringe upon our sovereignty," He said.
Clinton had pointedly warned China it must accept tough requirements for monitoring, reporting and verification, if the United States is to provide the promised aid.
U.S. officials have likened the demands for accountability to verification requirements that have been the hallmark of past nuclear arms reduction treaties and trade deals.
China has previously said that it would only accept checks on emissions efforts paid for by international funds. 
But He used softer language and also suggested greater use of a UN scheme that could overcome worries about sovereignty.
"We are willing to enhance and improve the ways we do national communications, whose purpose of course is to enhance transparency," He said, referring to the regular reports on emissions levels that countries which signed up to the Kyoto Protocol are meant to submit to the United Nations periodically.
Stepping up these could overcome one of China's chief concerns, that checks could infringe on its sovereignty.
He also said that China's target would be binding under domestic law and the country would step up its own checks.
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Independent (UK): China holds the world to ransom

18 December 2009
China was under intense diplomatic pressure last night to abandon key demands which risk scuppering an international treaty on climate change in Copenhagen.
Today President Barack Obama is due to arrive in the Danish capital after Hillary Clinton electrified the faltering conference by announcing that America would back the setting-up of a climate fund for poor countries which would have $100bn to give away annually by 2020.
But at the same time she issued a blunt challenge to China, which has now overtaken the US as the world's biggest emitter of the greenhouse gases that cause climate change, to allow its promised emissions cuts to be internationally verified – something the Chinese have been stubbornly resisting.
For the Chinese not to accept "transparency" – independent verification – was a "deal breaker" for the US, Mrs Clinton openly said, which would see the $100bn offer disappear.
All eyes are now on China to see if it will allow itself to be cast in the role of the villain who prevented a new international climate deal and deprived the world's poorest people of the chance to get substantial new aid to tackle the effects of global warming which are now inevitable.
The initial reaction of the Chinese at Copenhagen last night was defensive and appeared to show no real movement. He Yafei, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, said that his country would increase reporting on emissions under domestic law, but would not accept verification that was "intrusive" or infringed on Chinese sovereignty.
However, that may change today when the US President, Barack Obama, arrives – on a remarkable day trip to Copenhagen – to complete the unique assembly of nearly 120 world leaders who have travelled to the Danish capital to try to "seal the deal" of a new climate agreement.

With Gordon Brown prominent among them, the heads of state and government from around the globe spent yesterday in an intense round of one-to-one meetings – among many others, Mr Brown saw the Chinese Premier, Wen Jiabao – and last night they came together for the biggest VIP dinner in history, hosted by Denmark's Queen Magarethe in Copenhagen's Christiansborg Palace.
Before the dinner, an upbeat Mr Brown said he thought conditions for a global climate deal were now in place, and that the US offer went more than halfway to securing agreement – although talks were expected to continue through the night and well into today, when President Obama jets in at 8am, before jetting out again at 4pm.
But although the President's appearance may be what finally secures a deal, there is no doubt that it was the intervention of his Secretary of State that loosened what seemed to be a hopeless logjam in the talks.
It was unforgettable political theatre. Like a poker player with a sudden new bet, the power-dressed Mrs Clinton changed the game instantly as she pulled her gigantic sum out of the US back pocket and slammed it down on the negotiating table.
She was not saying that America would provide $100bn on its own account. She was not even saying how the money would be raised.
But in giving open and unambiguous US backing to the figure, which was first suggested by Gordon Brown last June, she turned the idea of a colossal new Climate Fund into reality – something which will have an enormous attraction to many of the poorer African countries, whose distrust of the rich nations has been one of the factors which has bedeviled negotiations over the past fortnight.
Mrs. Clinton said: "In the context of a strong accord, in which all major economies stand behind meaningful [emission cuts] and provide full transparency as to their implementation, the United States is prepared to work with other countries towards a goal of jointly mobilising $100bn a year by 2020, to address the climate change needs of developing countries."
The time was at hand, she said, "for all countries to reach for common ground and take a historic step which we can all be proud of."
In words which could not show a greater contrast with the attitude of the previous administration, she went on: "I am deeply concerned about the consequences [of global warming] for developing countries, from Bangladesh to the Maldives, from the Caribbean to West Africa, and the Pacific Islands. 
If we cannot secure the kind of strong accord I have described today, we know what the consequences will be. 
We must try to overcome the obstacles that remain. We must now seize this moment to raise our oars and row in the same direction towards our common destination and destiny."
But despite the optimism engendered by her démarche, Britain's lead negotiator, the Energy and Climate Change Secretary, Ed Miliband, warned that the talks may still founder: "It's a race against the clock," he said.
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BBC News: Fight to control Copenhagen climate change fund
18 December 2009

The deadlock over who should cut carbon emissions and by how much may be dominating the headlines here in Copenhagen but behind the scenes an equally big issue is being thrashed out. It's a fight for control of the massive new fund that will challenge our changing climate.
So far there has been no agreement regarding how this money should be managed and where it should be channeled as negotiating bodies from the developed and developing worlds hold fast to their polarised positions.
"So far, we have no agreement on the new climate fund or the body that will oversee it" Jukka Uosukainen, a co-facilitator representing the developed countries in the financial negotiations told the BBC.
"But if we have an overall agreement in this summit, I think we can still reach into an agreement."
SHAPING THE FUND
US negotiators are backing the idea of a new climate fund which, insiders say, would have the Washington-based World Bank as its trustee.
However, the developing world groupings at Copenhagen want a new body to control the fund which would be under the direct control of the Conference of Parties. 
The COP brings together all 192 countries that have signed the United Nations Convention Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
"We have made it clear that we want the COP to have the authority over the new body that will control finance," said Farrukh Khan of Pakistan, a co-chair representing developing countries in the financial negotiations.
But the word around Copenhagen is that the developed world doesn't like this idea and is suggesting that the COP provide guidance to the new body.
Meanwhile, it's understood that the EU is insisting that existing institutions should be allowed to do the job as it believes that creating new ones will only cause delay, as has happened with the Climate Adaptation Fund that was formed two years ago to help developing countries adapt, but has yet to come online.
Sources say there is a difference of opinion within the European bloc as some member countries want to continue providing climate change funds through bilateral channels.
ACCESSING THE FUND
Developing countries are stressing that they need to have direct access to the fund as, they argue, their experience to date of trying to access funds from existing agencies has not been a pleasant one.
The Global Environment Facility in Washington comes in for particular criticism. 
It handles the Least Developed Countries Fund for Climate Adaptation and the Special Climate Change Fund.
Saleemul Huq, adaptation expert with the International Institute for Environment & Development says, "The tradition has been that funds like the LDCF have never had adequate money and they have remained under the control of donors and that has often delayed the process of accessing the money."
But insiders here at Copenhagen say the developed world is in no mood to give up this kind of "control". 
An expert observer tells me that at a recent meeting a Western politician said that his parliament would not allow him to give away money just like that, without knowing how much is being spent, who is getting it and what is it being used for.
The expert went on to tell me that as "it also involves the issue of legislation, they would prefer either a bilateral aid mechanism or their preferred international institutions to channel their money."
But Farrukh Khan says that the problem is that financing the fight against climate change is being viewed by the developed world as overseas development assistance as usual.
"It is not like giving aid to poor countries, it is basically compensating the poor for making them so vulnerable and exposed to the impacts of climate change," Mr Khan told the BBC. "It's a completely different issue."
Another issue many donor countries raise is the "absorptive" capacity of the developing world. They say that they are not always able to use all the funds allocated to certain projects within a stipulated time-frame. 
They also draw attention to the issue of rampant corruption throughout the developing world.
CONTROLLING THE FUND
However, those closely following the financial negotiations say that the big game is all about controlling resources and securing power.
"It certainly is a big power game," said a senior European representative actively involved in negotiations.
 "The fund will run into billions and getting to control it will mean you will be powerful in the world order."
Given the high stakes and the conflicting positions and passions involved, devising a mechanism, to which all parties agree, to manage and channel the new climate fund is surely the hardest task of all.
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AFP: Little hope for last day of UN climate summit

17 December 2009
Hopes for the last day of UN climate talks Friday were raised by a US pledge to a climate finance fund, but leaders still warned of failure amid debate on sharing the burden of carbon-emissions cuts.
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton brightened a grim summit mood by saying the United States would contribute to a long-term fund worth 100 billion dollars a year by 2020 to help poor countries fund cleaner technology and shore up defences against worsening floods, drought, storms and rising seas.
The pledge was contingent on an ambitious overall deal being completed at the talks, however, which French President Nicolas Sarkozy warned Thursday faced a looming disaster in the wake of the divisive emissions debate.
"There is less than 24 hours. If we carry on like this, it will be a failure," Sarkozy cautioned angrily from the conference podium. "Failure atCopenhagen would be catastrophic for all of us."
An internal UN memo seen by AFP meanwhile showed national pledges for reducing greenhouse gas output would doom the world to warming of as much as three degrees Celsius (5.4 degrees Fahrenheit) compared to pre-industrial times. Emissions pledges fall way short: leaked UN memo.
Scientists say such a rise would be disastrous, condemning hundreds of millions of people to worsening drought, floods and storms. Nations most at risk from rising sea levels have been pushing for commitments to limit the rise to no more than 1.5 C (2.7 F).
More than 120 leaders, including US President Barack Obama, are due to attend the summit on Friday, although few at Copenhagen's Bella Center held out hope of a deal that could transform the 12-day parlay into a last-minute triumph. Scene in Copenhagen: UN climate talks run on adrenaline, caffeine, fading hopes.
"Coming back with an empty agreement would be far worse than coming back empty-handed," said White House spokesman Robert Gibbs before Obama left Washington.
Clinton, in Denmark, accused developing nations -- without naming them -- of backsliding on pledges to open their promised controls on carbon emissions to wide scrutiny.
The question is "a deal-breaker for us," she said.
China and India say they are willing to take voluntary measures to slow their surges in heat-trapping greenhouse-gas emissions.

But they are reluctant to accept tough international inspection and insist rich nations shoulder the main burden by accepting huge reduction targets.
"We should not continue to dwell on these issues that are dividing us. We should narrow our differences, otherwise we are facing a failure," Chinese Vice Foreign Minister He Yafei told reporters.
The sole glimmer of hope in the darkening mood remained the progress on climate finance funding.
In response to Clinton's announcement, the G77, the major bloc of developing countries, said the US proposals were "a good signal" but still not enough.
The European Union called for all parties "to urgently go to the outer limits of their flexibility" so that talks could advance, and called for an emergency meeting of "relevant players" late Thursday in a bid to break the deadlock.
UN chief Ban Ki-moon tried to talk up the prospects of an agreement, saying he had "not seen anything that indicates we cannot seal a deal."
"There are more than 130 leaders here. If they cannot seal a deal, who can?"
After earlier expressing doubt that the summit would pin down an agreement to cap global warming at two degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit), German Chancellor Angela Merkel said leaders could forge a deal but added that "we will not be able to work out all the little details".
The United States was widely condemned for foot-dragging on climate change under former president George W. Bush, and Obama is hoping his presence at the finale here will be evidence of a transformation of policy.
EU Commission chief Jose Manuel Barroso said he expected Obama to announce further US action to push things forward "because if they don't do it, others will find an excuse also not to move."
A senior Obama administration official said he did not expect the president to unveil more specific commitments on financing.
Opposition lawmakers in the US Congress also fired a warning shot at the administration and the global community, reminding that the president "does not have authority to bind the United States in any international agreement."
Republican Senator Jon Kyl underlined that the US Constitution requires Senate ratification of treaties, and that measures that affect government revenues typically need companion US legislation to be enforced.
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AFP: UN climate talks run on adrenaline, caffeine, fading hopes

17 December 2009

Shoulders slumped, the prime minister of Tuvalu sat alone Thursday in front of a few scattered brochures explaining how rising seas driven by global warming are drowning his tiny island nation.
The image spoke volumes about the 11-day rollercoaster of hope and frustration that has driven negotiators, activists and even journalists at UN climate talks here to the brink of exhaustion.
The honorable Apisai Ielemia had no one to assist him, and no one had come to hear of his country's woes.
"I am glum," Ielemia said, adding that he had been reminiscing about the dazzling white beaches of his childhood that have since disappeared under the waves.
The cavernous hall at UN climate talks, packed the day before with thousands of climate activists, had become a ghost town, cleared to make way for ministers and some 120 world leaders descending onCopenhagen to clinch a planet-saving deal.
All told, more than 46,000 people have registered for the 194-nation UN climate body struggles to forge, frame and finalise what is arguably the most horrifically complicated international treaty ever devised.
The Bella Center, site of the talks, can only accommodate 15,000.
Beyond this island of eerie calm, the Center was bristling with nervous energy as wide-eyed participants -- powered by adrenaline and caffeine -- juggled cell phones, talking and texting as they rushed from meeting to meeting.
Arriving HOGS (heads of government and state) have upped the ante, and brought retinues of experts, advisors and hangers on numbering in the thousands.
Platoons of beefy body guards, wires coiled into one or both ears, scanned the perimeters with narrowed eyes as they blazed a trail for their VIPs through the crowds.
Already on Thursday -- a day before what promises to be the biggest climate summit in history -- dozens of world leaders boosted the buzz as they criss-crossed the venue: Iran's Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Israel'sShimon Peres, Brazil's Lula de Silva among them.
The unprecedented scale of the event has brought in "big foot" journalists as well.
Author and New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman created his own small scrum when he entered the media centre, a football-pitch of a room accommodating the more than 3,500 journalists accredited to cover the event.
"I have never seen anything like this," said Friedman.
Frayed nerves and sharp elbows were much in evidence as even the most hard-bitten hacks come unwound after nearly two weeks of too little sleep and too much news.
Each day brings a new set of obstacles and barriers, as the UN and Danish police reconfigure the gauntlet of security checks and machines.
Some 22,000 climate activists from 500 non-governmental organisations were conspicuous Thursday by their absence, with less than one-in-20 even allowed to set foot in the center.
NGOs have historically played a critical role in these talks, participating as observers in closed door sessions, acting in the self-appointed role as environmental watchdogs on behalf of Earth and its most vulnerable denizens.
Outraged by the lockout, they have taken to acts of civil disobedience, triggering hundreds of additional arrests after more than 1,000 protesters were locked up during a massive march on Saturday.
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Reuters: Clinton energizes climate talks, but enough?
17 December 2009
The pledge to boost funds for poor nations breathed life into talks that had been sagging before a December 18 deadline for a deal. But before celebrations can start, a few other big pieces must fall into place.
Kim Carstensen, head of the World Wildlife Fund's global climate initiative said: "We are moving out of the valley of death. We are beginning to see the outlines of a compromise, helped by the U.S. offer on finance."
India, an important negotiator in the 193-nation talks, also praised Clinton's move.
"I welcome the announcement of Hillary Clinton, which demonstrates a seriousness on the part of the Americans to recognize that financing is a crucial element of climate change," said Indian Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh.
But plenty of non-governmental groups were wondering just where the money would come from and how it would be structured.
"Support for poor countries cannot be left to the whims of the markets. It is absolutely crucial that this money comes from public sources and is additional to current aid commitments," said Oxfam International spokesman David Waskow.
Here are other major areas of progress Clinton and counterparts will have to achieve before they can be confident of a deal this week:
* Will developing countries accept U.S. demands that there be tight monitoring and reporting requirements on the carbon emission-curbing commitments they promise?
With one hand, Clinton offered up the $100 billion fund, but with the other she threatened to take it away if tough oversight was not included in a deal.
* What will be the overall level of carbon pollution reduction by 2050 and will countries agree on a peak year for emissions? It's unlikely Clinton or President Barack Obama can improve on the U.S. part of that equation, a 17 percent reduction by 2020 from 2005 levels.

Many other countries say that offer, which works out as a 4 percent cut below 1990 levels by 2020, is inadequate.
* Will Obama, as expected, arrive here on Friday with a few billion dollars in his pocket -- the U.S. share of a short-term financial aid deal for developing countries?

There's talk of a $10 billion a year fund for three years. The European Union and Japan have made their offers known. It's time for Washington to fill in that blank.
* Can developing countries prevail on their desire to extend the Kyoto Protocol agreement and sign off on a separate series of long-term promises that covers the United States?

If the answer to these questions is yes, Friday should see Obama and over 100 other leaders seal a political pact.
But if Clinton's announcement on Thursday of support for the $100 billion fund helps pave the way, she and her boss could face some political turbulence at home.
High unemployment and a fractious debate over healthcare have combined to push down Obama's job approval ratings to around 50 percent or lower and talk about billions of dollars of funds to foreigners during economic hard times may not help his standing.
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Time (US): In Copenhagen's Dark Mood, a Ray of Light for Forests

17 December 2009

Nobody expected an actual, legal treaty to come out of the two-week climate summit in Copenhagen. 
But when recalcitrant countries like the U.S. and China pledged real climate action in the weeks leading up to the conference, there was genuine optimism that negotiators might finally push past the deadlock that has stalled action for years. 
"Here at Copenhagen we have an opportunity to realign the way that nations deal with each other," said Senator John Kerry in a speech at the summit on Wednesday. 
"The stewardship of the planet and our appetite for resources will be imagined in a new way and a new era."
But the reality, with only two days of official negotiating time left, is that Copenhagen will redefine very little about the global climate debate. 
Any hope of progress is quickly evaporating, subsumed by increasing frustration. Barring a last-minute development — which is yet technically possible, with more than 100 world leaders still arriving to take a direct hand in the negotiations — the Copenhagen summit will end up a symbol of failure. 
Environmentalists say it will be remembered as the moment that world leaders knew what was coming and chose not to act. "There is absolutely no guarantee of success," said Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, one of the first world leaders to arrive in Copenhagen. "I'm just telling it like it is."
That despair was apparent outside the Bella Center as well, where police clashed violently with demonstrators on Wednesday. 
Dressed in full riot gear and wielding truncheons and pepper spray, Danish police warded off the mostly young protesters, arresting more than 200. Some of the demonstrators were members of NGOs whose accreditation were revoked for the final few days of the conference; the U.N. and the host country has further restricted access to the talks now that heads of state are arriving in the city.
 The police lockdown at the Bella Center is so severe that even well-known delegates — including Rajendra Pachauri, head of the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change — were reportedly hassled trying to enter.
For the final two days of the summit, only a few hundred NGO representatives will be allowed inside (more than 20,000 were accredited), and the press will be restricted to just a few sections of the Bella Center. 
"Civil society is being squeezed dramatically," says Frances Beinecke, the president of the Natural Resources Defense Council, who waited eight hours in the cold for her pass on Monday. "These meetings depend on the urgency of the people outside. 
This is a global issue."
If the overzealous security and logistical snafus did not directly impact the negotiations, they did imbue what should have been a moment of global cooperation with an oppressive, distrustful air. By the end of day on Wednesday, talks were still sputtering. 
Developing countries accuse the developed world of trying to impose consensus from above, while the U.S. and China remain locked in a battle over the accountability of China's pledges and the severity of emissions cuts.
Danish Climate Minister Connie Hedegaard, who had been the president of the summit, resigned in the middle of the day, replaced by Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen. 
The reasons had to do mostly with protocol — with so many world leaders taking a hand in the talks, it made sense for a head of state to take over — but the sudden change heightened the atmosphere of uncertainty and chaos.
Negotiators had aimed to address most of the major disagreements by the time their bosses arrived at the talks, but with just two days left, divisions remain wide on nearly all issues: emissions targets, aid for poor nations, monitoring, the fate of the Kyoto Protocol. The draft negotiating text being circulated among the delegations "contains an awful lot of potential landmines," says Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy for the Union of Concerned Scientists.
The hope is that heads of state will have the power to settle some of the stickiest problems quickly — after all, they don't have to wire back to their capitals for orders.
 But while they may have the authority, they often lack expertise.
 Climate negotiations are fiendishly complex, and Presidents are typically not well versed in the intricacies of monitoring, reporting and verification. "They're not chefs," says Meyer. 
"They're used to appreciating the soufflé, not cooking it."
But for all the gloomy atmosphere in Copenhagen, where the sun has not shined in days, there has been progress on less controversial issues, including Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD), which would allow developed nations to pay countries to preserve their rain forests and earn carbon credits. 
A draft text presented to the delegations on Wednesday had most, if not all, of the major issues ironed out. And REDD got another boost on Wednesday when U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. would commit $1 billion over the next three years to help protect tropical forests. 
Negotiators of the draft text say far more will eventually be needed, somewhere north of $20 billion, but the U.S. pledge is a good start and perhaps the first of many others.
 "This is kick-start money," says Andrew Deutz, the Nature Conservancy's director of international government relations. 
"It could help dislodge the negotiations."
Of course, a successful REDD accord is ultimately dependent on a successful climate treaty, and some environmental groups caution that if it is not designed correctly, a REDD system could end up wasting carbon and ultimately discredit avoided deforestation.
 "If it goes wrong, the market is going to lose confidence in REDD, and you can't put that genie back in the bottle," says Louis Leonard, director for U.S. policy on international climate affairs at the World Wildlife Fund.
Still, the optimism with regard to REDD shows that progress can be made when all parties to a negotiation feel they have something to gain.
 In Copenhagen, unfortunately, the interests of developed and developing nations seem irrevocably at odds. 
In part, that divide has to do with the outmoded categories into which nations are still segregated. "2009 is different from Kyoto," Kerry told reporters.
 "There we drew a distinction [between developed and developing nations]. Today we don't have the luxury of distinction. We're all in this together."
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Reuters: Climate pledges would still mean 3 degree rise: U.N.
17 December 2009

The internal U.N. paper, dated December 15, was leaked to Reuters as climate talks reached a climax in Copenhagen, where about 120 world leaders were gathering to try to agree a global climate pact, including ambitious carbon cuts.

Industrialized nations have set a 2 Celsius warming as the maximum limit to avoid dangerous climate changes including more floods, droughts and rising seas.

The note by the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat said that present pledges were not enough, exceeding safer emissions limits by about 1.9-4.2 billion tonnes of greenhouse gases a year by 2020.

That would result in an "unsustainable pathway that could lead to ... a temperature rise of about 3 degrees," it said.

Further steps were "possible and necessary," it said.

The paper suggested that rich countries may have to cut their emissions by a more ambitious goal than previously thought. It also assessed emissions curbs announced by countries including China, India and South Africa.

A U.N. panel of climate scientists, the IPCC, recommended in 2007 cuts of 25-40 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 to give the world a 50 percent chance of staying below a 2 degrees Celsius temperature rise.

The U.N. paper said rich nations should cut greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent by 2020 versus 1990 levels to stay within 2 degrees.

A safe limit required "the aggregated emission reductions by Annex 1 Parties (rich countries) of at least 30 percent below the base-line (1990) levels," said the paper.

To avoid more than 2 degrees warming developing countries should also "reduce their emissions by at least 20 percent below business as usual," the paper added.

The IPCC suggested developing nations should limit emissions by 15-30 percent below current trends by 2020.
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LA Times: U.S. pledge, signal from China spur hope for climate deal
17 December 2009
Overnight gloom at international climate negotiations here has given way to cautious afternoon optimism, with delegates and observers expressing hope today that world leaders are moving toward clearing several key roadblocks to a new agreement to limit greenhouse gases.

Two moves revived the talks, which appeared this morning to be dangerously close to flat-lining.

The Obama administration announced that it would join allies in raising $100 billion by 2020 to help the world's poorest countries adapt to climate change, a number that stunned many environmentalists with its size -- and which appears to meet the top demand of China, whose stalemate with the United States had bogged down the negotiations.

In response, China signaled it was moving toward satisfying the top American demand: that developing nations such as China and India will limit their greenhouse gas emissions as their economies grow, and that those limits must be subject to some form of outside verification.

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister He Yafei told reporters in a news conference that China is open to "dialogue and cooperation that is not intrusive, that does not infringe on China's sovereignty" -- a major linguistic departure from the country's staunch opposition to transparency measures throughout the talks so far.

Nonprofit groups working closely with all sides said it appeared negotiators, while still facing a marathon of work today and Friday, were moving toward compromise on the central issues of transparency, money and emissions limits.

"We're better than 50-50" to get a deal, said Ned Helme, a climate negotiations veteran and president of the Center for Clean Air Policy. "The shape of the deal is clear. You've got the three pieces in play."

Upping the stakes and the seriousness of the talks, heads of state were streaming into the host Bella Center today. One by one, they took the microphone to exhort the summit to action.

"We must start to negotiate right now," French President Nicolas Sarkozy told fellow leaders, calling for heads of state to return after dinner and commence an intensive bargaining session.

Behind the scenes, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton sat down with leaders of several nations, including China, for bilateral talks.

Clinton announced the long-term aid package in a morning news conference. She said the unspecified American share of the $100 billion would come from public and private sources would fund measures such as protecting carbon-heavy forests from logging and would be contingent upon nations reaching a broad agreement here that would lay the groundwork for a new treaty to combat global warming.

She made clear that the offer would expire at the end of the summit if no deal is reached, and that any agreement would need to include a way for the world to verify that developing nations make good on their emissions pledges.

"If there is not even a commitment to pursue transparency, that's kind of a deal-breaker for us," Clinton said.

The announcement came after Chinese officials warned other nations during overnight talks that China was doubtful that any broad agreement could be reached in Copenhagen, according to multiple sources close to the Chinese delegation.

Clinton's announcement appeared to reverse that thinking for the Chinese.

Carl Pope, executive director of the Sierra Club, called it "truly a bombshell."

Andrew Deutz, director of international government relations for the Nature Conservancy, called it "a huge step forward toward common ground" and "the type of high-level political offer that we've been looking for world leaders to bring to Copenhagen to reach a global deal."

More strident groups said the money fell short.

"Climate change is already killing people in Africa, and this commitment is simply insufficient to tackle the climate crisis," Mithika Mwenda, coordinator of the Pan-African Climate Justice Alliance, said in a news release.

Government officials and observers involved with the talks said in recent days that a major U.S. funding announcement could trigger a chain reaction leading to a broad agreement.

The long-term money offer, those sources said, could win over African and island-nation delegates who have long complained that wealthy nations are not offering deep enough reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

These delegates could then pressure China and India to compromise with the United States on transparency provisions, thereby clearing the two largest hurdles to an accord.

All sides in the negotiations acknowledge that time is running short, with heads of state beginning to arrive en masse today. President Obama lands here early Friday, the day the conference is scheduled to end.
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Washington Post (US):U.S. pledges aid, urges developing nations to cut emissions

18 December 2009
With an offer of significant new aid to help poor nations cope with the effects of global warming, the Obama administration began a major diplomatic effort Thursday aimed at saving the troubled climate talks before the president's expected arrival Friday morning.

The United States is pressuring developing countries to agree to emissions cuts along with the industrialized world for the first time, and insisting on transparent monitoring of those reductions. High-ranking U.S. officials were assuring nations behind the scenes that after years of resistance, Washington is also serious about reducing emissions at home and doing more to prevent global warming.

Concerned that the process had broken down so badly that world leaders would not have a document to consider Friday, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton pushed to establish a small, representative group of nations that could work through the night to produce a text that President Obama and others could use as a basis for final negotiations.

In a private meeting, Clinton told Brazilian officials that a climate change bill that was passed by the House would set aside billions to help preserve tropical rain forests in developing countries. U.S. negotiators also labored to distinguish themselves from George W. Bush's administration, which did not ratify the Kyoto Protocol. In fact, U.S. officials added, the new administration is taking steps with or without Congress to reduce carbon emissions through new fuel standards and other measures. "They are saying, 'Trust us that we can do better,' " said Brazil's climate change ambassador, Sergio Serra, who attended the meeting with Clinton on Thursday.

Though the talks remain fragile, the U.S. moves appeared to rebuild momentum after comments by major participants, most notably China, that chances of even a modest deal were fading. The shift happens as the United States backed what amounts to the single biggest transfer of wealth from rich to poor nations for any one cause -- in a sense offering compensation for decades of warming the Earth.

Clinton pledged that the country would help mobilize $100 billion a year in public and private financing by 2020 -- an amount that is almost equal to the total value of all developmental aid and concessional loans granted to poor nations by the United States, Europe and other donors this year. 
She did not specify how much the U.S. government would commit to giving, but a senior administration official said it would be 20 to 30 percent. Administration officials said they envisioned most of the money coming from private sources, or from revenue generated by a cap-and-trade scheme, but other sources could include redirecting existing subsidies or a tax on bunker fuel.

'RUNNING OUT OF TIME'
Any new assistance -- as well as Obama's signature on an agreement here, Clinton said -- would depend on "transparency" and "monitoring" of emissions cuts. 
Clinton said the historic talks must result in an international accord that includes reduction commitments from developed and major developing countries; financial and technological assistance for poor nations; and a way to independently verify the cuts all countries make. 
Such language is essential to U.S. senators, who have yet to pass climate legislation and would vote on ratification of any climate treaty.

Clinton specifically warned that China -- which has resisted attempts for international verification of emissions cuts and told officials here before Clinton spoke that a global pact seems unlikely -- must agree to monitoring if a deal is to be reached.

"We're running out of time," Clinton said at a news conference. "Without the accord, the opportunity to mobilize significant resources to assist developing countries with mitigation and adaptation will be lost."

The ultimatum appeared to sway many of the small island states, which are vulnerable to sea-level rise and have been demanding a legal treaty that would aim to prevent the average global temperature from rising higher than 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit above preindustrial levels.
 In a meeting between Clinton and representatives from 30 island nations, according to a participant, delegates said they would accept a higher temperature threshold of 3.6 degrees but expected the United States to offer more money for adaptation in the short term. Clinton said that would happen.

Yet most analysts have diminished expectations for the document that leaders may ultimately sign Friday. Rather than a formal new treaty, most are expecting a political agreement that would form the basis for a broader, more detailed accord perhaps by mid-2010.

The current emissions cuts that would be incorporated as part of any future pact have come under fire as too weak to curb dangerous global warming. An internal U.N. analysis that surfaced Thursday afternoon predicted that even under the most ambitious targets countries have pledged, future global temperature rise is likely to exceed 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit.
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AP: Climate talks near political accord for summit

18 December 2009
World leaders worked into the early morning hours to forge a political declaration for Friday's summit on climate change, a document expected to envision emissions-cutting targets for rich nations and billions for poor countries but to fall well short of the goal of a legally binding pact.
A political deal would be seen by many as a setback, following two years of intense negotiations to agree on deeper reductions in the emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases largely blamed for global warming.
As President Barack Obama flew toward Copenhagen to join other presidents and premiers for the half-day of meetings and ceremony, a leading African delegate at the two-week U.N. climate conference expressed disappointment.
"It's weak. There's nothing ambitious in this text," said Lumumba Di-Aping of Sudan.

The summit brings together the leaders of the two biggest polluting nations — Obama and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao — with more than 110 other heads of state or government for the signing of the declaration.
The U.S. and China had sought to give the negotiations a boost on Thursday with an announcement and a concession.
On the U.S. side, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said Washington would contribute to a climate change fund amounting to $100 billion a year by 2020, a move that was quickly followed by an offer from China to open its reporting on actions to reduce carbon emissions to international review.
Finance, money to help poor nations cope with climate change and shift to clean energy, seemed to be the issue where negotiators at the 193-nation conference could claim most success. 
Pollution cuts and the best way to monitor those actions remained unresolved. And negotiators also didn't come to an agreement on an important procedural issue — just what legal form a future deal would take.
Yvo de Boer, the U.N.'s top climate official, tried to put a more positive light on the discussions, saying a political deal could be the key to later unlocking the negotiating stalemate on a range of issues.
"Leaders came here to lead, and that's what they're doing. 
They're trying to reach an understanding on the key political components — and that's good," de Boer told The Associated Press well after midnight.
But he cautioned that a political declaration needed to include a deadline for agreeing on a replacement for the Kyoto Protocol, whose modest emission cuts for 37 industrialized nations expire in 2012. The U.S. rejects Kyoto and would be covered by a separate eventual agreement.
"You can reach an agreement here that sets out major political contours, a long-term goal, targets for industrialized countries, engagement by major developing countries, financing," he said. "But people will want to see a clear deadline that turns that into a legally binding instrument."
Delegates filtering out of the predawn discussions over the final document sounded disappointed.
"It's a political statement, but it isn't a lot," said Chinese delegate Li Junhua.
"It would be a major disappointment.
 A political declaration would not guarantee our survival," said Selwin Hart, a delegate from Barbados speaking for the Alliance of Small Island States, many of which are threatened by seas rising form global warming.
The reality was that a political deal was about all leaders could expect from a process that has foundered the past two weeks over growing distrust between rich and poor nations. Both sides blamed the other for failing to take ambitions actions to tackle climate change and bickered over a post-Kyoto legal framework. At one point, African delegates staged a partial boycott of the talks.
World leaders handed off the draft text of about three pages at about 3 a.m. local time to their ministers and they continued to work on it through the night. But by 5 a.m., negotiators from Mexico and the G-77 plus China said they were nowhere near agreement on the final document.
Fernando Tudela, Mexico's vice minister of environment, agreed negotiators have their work cut out for them.
"There is still a possibility that something can be rescued at the last minute," Tudela said. "But otherwise it will be very difficult. There are still issues to be solved."
Clinton's announcement on funding was widely praised. Yoshiko Kijima, a senior Japanese negotiator, said it sent a strong signal by Obama "that he will persuade his own people that we need to show something to developing countries. I really respect that."

Swedish Environment Minister Andreas Carlgren said Clinton added "political momentum," and India's Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh called it "a good step forward."
But none of the leaders at the summit offered to increase their emissions targets, which the United Nations has concluded would fall far short of what is needed to avoid the worst impacts of climate change.
Sudan's Lumumba, spokesman for the developing-nations group, said the agreement that was being worked on included a goal of keeping temperatures from rising more than 2 degrees C above preindustrial levels, a ceiling a half-degree warmer than developing nations demand.
Carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere have already increased global temperatures by 0.7 degrees C (1.3 degrees F) since the Industrial Age began the extensive burning of fossil fuels.
A U.N.-sponsored scientific panel says any further rise to above 2 degrees C (3.6 degrees F) more than preindustrial temperatures could lead to a catastrophic sea-level rise threatening islands and coastal cities, the die-off of many species of animals and plants, and damaging climate shifts to the agricultural economies of many countries.
An internal U.N. calculation, obtained by The Associated Press, said pledges made so far by both industrial and developing countries would mean a 3-degree Celsius (4.8-degree Fahrenheit) temperature rise over preindustrial levels.
Clinton repeated the U.S. would cut emissions by 17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020, and China said its voluntary emissions target was nonnegotiable. China announced last month it would cut its "carbon intensity," or the amount of emissions in relation to production, by 40 to 45 percent.
The European Union said Thursday that it will not raise its 20 percent cuts to 30 percent, as it has offered, unless it sees more ambitious actions from other countries, especially China.
The money announced by Clinton, to help poorer nations cope with climate change and develop clean-energy sources, was not guaranteed.
 The secretary of state said the U.S. agreement to an annual transfer of $100 billion in richer nations' public and private funds to developing countries was contingent on reaching a broader agreement that covers the "transparency" of China's measures to limit heat-trapping gases.
Chinese Vice Foreign Minister He Yafei told reporters Beijing had no legal obligation to verify its emissions actions, but was not afraid of supervision or responsibility.
"We will enhance and improve our national communication" to the U.N. on emissions, He said. The Chinese official indicated his country's emissions-cutting actions would then be open to international scrutiny, saying China was willing to provide explanations and clarifications on its reports.
"The purpose is to improve transparency," He said, adding that Beijing was ready to take part in "dialogue and cooperation that is not intrusive and doesn't infringe on China's sovereignty."
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ABC News (US): Global Climate Deal at 'Critical Juncture'

17 December 2009
As the global climate talks in Copenhagen reach a climax, there is a chorus of agreement from world leaders on the gravity of the global warming crisis, but a tangle of disagreement on how best to iron out an agreement .

The talks continued as President Obama headed to Denmark to address the summit Friday, the last day of the gathering.

Take, for example, the tensions at play when Secretary of State Hillary Clinton -- with negotiations stalled -- announced the U.S. would, after all, join an international relief fund aimed at providing $100 billion a year by the year 2020 to help the poorest and most vulnerable nations deal with the advancing impacts of global warming.

"We have now reached a critical juncture in these negotiations," Clinton declared forthrightly to an enormous hall here packed with journalists from around the world.
 "The United States is prepared to work with other countries toward a goal of jointly mobilizing $100 billion a year to address the climate change needs of developing countries."
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BBC News: Temperature warning as Copenhagen climate deal emerges

18 December 2009
A deal appears to be in sight for the final day of the UN climate change talks but there are fears it may not prevent a 3C (5.4F) temperature rise.
Denmark's prime minister spoke of "very fruitful" talks as Copenhagen prepared to receive US President Barack Obama and 118 other world leaders.
Both the US and China, the two largest emitters of greenhouse gases, have indicated they may make concessions.
It is hoped these may help overcome sharp divisions at the two-week talks.
China signalled concessions on the monitoring of emission curbs while the US said it would commit money for developing countries.

Denmark's Lars Lokke Rasmussen called late-night talks with a group of 26 influential world leaders on how to unblock negotiations.
"We discussed how we can make progress and we had a very fruitful, constructive dialogue... for almost two hours," he told reporters.
After the leaders left, their aides continued working on a political agreement for them to inspect later.
"We tried to find an umbrella political accord, if you like," said Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt, who also holds the rotating presidency of the European Union.
"We tried to advance the main points and have asked the 'sherpas' to work on the text through the night so we can discuss them tomorrow morning."
In another development, President Obama may reach an agreement in principle on nuclear arms reduction with his Russian counterpart, Dmitry Medvedev, when they meet in Copenhagen on Friday, a senior US official said.
IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS
Despite many expressions of concern about projections of climate change, finance has emerged as an issue more likely to make or break a deal than emission pledges, the BBC's Richard Black reports from Copenhagen.
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said her administration was prepared to help establish funding of $100bn a year for developing countries if a deal emerged that met US requirements.
The key US demand is "transparency" from China, seen as a must if the US Senate is to pass legislation controlling emissions.
While Beijing has been hostile to this notion, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister He Yafei said China was ready to engage in "dialogue and co-operation that is not intrusive, that does not infringe on China's sovereignty".
There was no immediate reaction from the US delegation to the Chinese offer but, an Associated Press correspondent reports, it went a long way toward meeting American demands.
Earlier, Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono called for all states, both developed and developing, to be flexible about verification.
He indicated the possibility of setting up an international mechanism for monitoring emission cuts.
EMISSIONS GAP
The draft declaration is reportedly set to mention a cap of 2C but a document prepared by the UN climate convention secretariat, which was leaked earlier, confirms that current pledges on cutting greenhouse gas emissions are almost certainly not enough to keep the rise in the global average temperature within that level.
The analysis says that to achieve that goal, global emissions should be kept at or below 44 gigatonnes (Gt) of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) in 2020.
But if enacted, the current maximum pledges from developed countries would leave emissions 1.9Gt above that figure; minimum pledges would mean missing the target by 4.2Gt.

Unless this gap is closed, it says - for example by developed nations raising their current overall offer to a cut of 30% from 1990 levels by 2020 - global emissions will "remain on an unsustainable pathway that could lead to concentrations equal or above 550ppm, with the related temperature rise around 3C".
The analysis was based on a number of recent studies, notably the International Energy Agency's World Energy Outlook.
"The stark message for world leaders at Copenhagen is that the proposals on the table - especially from industrialised countries - fall far short of what the world needs," said Keith Allott, head of climate change for WWF in Britain.
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BBC News:Climate deal cannot ignore rainforests
17 December 2009
There is a growing realisation that the world's tropical and sub-tropical forests need to become an integral part of the new global climate regime.
But why is it so important that it plays a role in the international effort to curb greenhouse gas emissions?
When the Kyoto Protocol was adopted in 1997, it failed to recognise the vast amount of carbon locked in the vital ecosystems.
This meant that the opportunity for developing countries with rainforests to participate in the international treaty were lost.
Five years later, when the Marrakesh Accord was adopted, a tiny amount of forest sector was accepted under the Kyoto mechanism, known as A/R CDM ( Afforestation and Reforestation under the Clean Development Mechanism).
But as a result of a number of tough restrictions, including a 1% cap on eligible land, it was estimated that the scheme would only curb some 0.03% of global emissions.
Almost at the same time, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's (IPCC) Third Assessment Report revealed the fact that land-use change, especially deforestation in developing countries, contributed about 20% of the total emissions from human activities.

DEAD OR ALIVE?
If avoiding deforestation was to be part of the solution, the rainforest nations found the idea of being unable to harvest the natural resource a bit scary as it would hit their incomes.
As a result, the idea of reducing, rather than avoiding, emissions was put forward as an alternative. It was deemed that Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) was more attractive.
It was also considered to be a relatively cheap option by Lord Stern's Review, which was commissioned by the UK government.
He concluded that the ecological services provided by the rainforests were more valuable than the revenue generated by harvesting the trees. In short, they were worth more alive than dead.

But is it really cheap? Unless the host countries are supported, REDD projects will not effectively reduce emissions, nor generate finances.
However, if the REDD scheme was up and running quickly, this may give buyers and sellers of the programme's carbon credits a head start.
Under the current climate negotiations in Copenhagen, rich nations are expected to commit to deep cuts in their national emissions.
REDD credits obtained from developing countries could potentially buy the time needed for developed nations to decarbonise their economies.
Provided that the capacity of developing countries is in place, REDD can be implemented relatively quickly.
'NEW OPPORTUNITY'
Bringing forests in to the new global climate agreement, carbon that is stored in various compartments of the ecosystems, will be a new asset.
However, issues regarding land ownership and rights - which had never been properly resolved in many developing countries - will create a new challenge related to carbon rights.
Even if there was no such complication, the governance of the forests has been problematic, especially regarding efficiency and transparency when one looks at the allocation of revenues generated by the scheme.
Redd may offer a new opportunity for rainforest nations to demonstrate good governance.

Forests should be managed more openly involving broader stakeholder participation.
Rights and responsibility that are associated with the benefits will eventually be shared across the stakeholders, from indigenous communities to logging companies.
Copenhagen is sending out a mixed message on whether or not forests will be in the next climate regime.
The first week of long and seemingly endless negotiations will need a strong endorsement from high-level officials this week.
A deadlock that was experienced in Kyoto 12 years ago can be avoided.
COP15 - which looks like a summit - is being supported by more than 100 head of states and governments.
They are coming with the aim of celebrating a success, not a failure.
There is no reason why a meaningful and forward looking agreement will not be achieved here.
After a one-day extension, a small step of a 5% cut in global emissions from 1990 level was finally agreed in Kyoto.
As time has gone by, we have learnt a lot of lessons. Copenhagen should do it better. A deeper cut is needed.
We have to remind ourselves that the atmosphere cannot afford to leave forests behind for the second time.
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Independent (UK): Climate conference: 'Make bankers pay for deal'

16 December 2009
Ethiopia, one of Africa's poorest countries, last night put forward a radical multibillion-dollar plan to break the continuing deadlock at the UN climate talks in Copenhagen – which was immediately taken up by Gordon Brown and Nicolas Sarkozy.
The proposal, from Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia's long-standing ruler who is now one of Africa's elder statesmen, concerned one of the crucial sticking points in the negotiations for a new treaty to fight global warming, which have to end on Friday – the financial deal which must be a key part of any new climate agreement.
Rich countries have agreed in principle that they will create a massive new international Climate Fund to help poor countries cut their carbon emissions and adapt to the damage likely to be caused by climate change but negotiations are stuck on who should contribute and how much.
Mr Zenawi, who arrived in Copenhagen last night to represent the 53 member states of the African Union at the talks, suggested that much of the money could be raised by new taxes on aviation and shipping and an innovative global tax on all financial transactions – known as a "Tobin tax". Research has suggested that such a tax could raise up to $100bn a year.
Mr Zenawi also wants a commitment to long-term finance, to 2020, above and beyond the $30bn "fast start" money for the next three years which the conference is likely to approve, and a further commitment to "additionality" – a guarantee that any promised climate cash will not come out of existing aid budgets.
Mr Brown, who worked with Mr Zenawi when he was Chancellor on the Commission for Africa, accepted the plan with alacrity and issued a statement supporting it just before he left for Copenhagen himself, where he is to have talks with other world leaders over the next three days.
"I believe these proposals offer a basis for agreement in Copenhagen on the difficult financing question which lies at the heart of the talks," he said.
"Prime Minister Meles and I will therefore... take forward these common proposals with both developed and developing countries. 
We will be working together with fellow leaders to build support for a climate financing agreement which can meet the needs of the world's people."
Mr Brown added that as far as long-term finance is concerned, he himself had argued "for this to reach €100bn annually by 2020."
President Sarkozy, who also was presented with the plan by Mr Zenawi, also accepted it at once. In a joint statement, the French and Ethiopian leaders officially backed targets to limit the rise in global temperatures to C and to offer financial aid to help poor countries adapt.
 "Such stakes for the planet are so important that an alliance between Africa and Europe is absolutely crucial, and that is the message I will give to [the US President] Barack Obama," Mr Sarkozy said.
The point about the Europe-Africa alliance may be even more important in the context of the conference than the actual details of the financial plan. 
The talks in the Danish capital, whose Friday finale will be attended by 130 world leaders from Mr Obama down, have been strongly characterised by mistrust and animosity between developed and developing countries, with the African nations in particular very ready to suspect a double-cross by the rich world.
On Monday, a protest by the African countries about the shape the talks were talking led to them being suspended for five hours of precious negotiating time.
 However, a deal publicly endorsed on the one side by one of Africa's most important political figures, and on the other by two of Europe's key leaders, has the potential to alter the mood music of the conference and dispel some of the distrust.
 Mr Brown has a long personal record of engagement with Africa's poverty and other pressing problems and is seen by many African leaders as someone they can do business with.
Today the conference moves officially into its ministerial session, with Ed Miliband, the Energy and Climate Secretary, leading for Britain. Mr Miliband spent much of yesterday in a consultative group with his counterpart, the Ghanaian Environment Minister Hani Sherry Ayittey, working on the finance issue.
 Today a new proposed text for the treaty will be published, which may take the talks nearer to a deal.
*Thousands of protesters who have travelled from all over the world are expected to take part in an event dubbed Reclaim Power Day today. So far 1,500 people have been arrested in Copenhagen, including the high-profile activist Tadzio Mueller, a spokesman for Climate Justice Action, who was detained by plain-clothes police as he left the Bella Centre yesterday.
 He will appear in court today although police would not say last night what charges would be brought.
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Reuters: U.N. climate negotiators hammer out initial draft

18 December 2009
Negotiators facing a Friday deadline hammered out an initial draft U.N. climate pact overnight that calls for a two degree Celsius cap on global temperatures and billions in aid for poor nations, sources said.
U.S. President Barack Obama will join more than 120 other world leaders on the final day of the climate talks, designed to strike a deal to boost international efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions widely blamed for heating up the planet.
The draft still under discussion proposed limiting a rise in global average temperatures to within two degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels, the sources, who declined to be identified, told Reuters.
Low-lying countries worried about rising seas want a tougher target of 1.5 degrees. 
Temperatures have already risen half that level over the past century, the U.N. climate panel says.
Two sources said the draft pledged rich countries to donate $100 billion annually by 2020 to poor nations to help them adapt their economies and cope with climate change that threatens to bring chaotic weather and crop failures.
Leaders from 26 rich and developing countries met into the early hours of Friday to try and overcome deep divisions that have plagued the negotiations since they were launched two years ago in Bali, Indonesia.
"Leaders are flying in, most have already arrived, and the reason they have decided to come to Copenhagen is because there is a genuine feeling to achieve something important," said Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen.
"We will meet again in the leaders' group at 8 o'clock (2 a.m. EST)," he told reporters.

The text, which could still change, did not currently mention carbon emissions reduction targets for industrialized nations, one source said.
The two-week talks in Copenhagen have struggled to overcome deep differences over rich nations' targets to cut emissions, mostly from burning fossil fuels, climate funds and action by big developing countries to curb carbon pollution.
MAJOR ISSUE
A major issue is trying convince China and India, the world's top and fourth-largest carbon emitters, to allow outside scrutiny of pledged steps to curb their emissions.
Rasmussen hopes the leaders' meeting will yield a draft document that all 193 nations attending the U.N. talks could agree will form the basis of an eventual legally binding climate deal to expand or replace the existing Kyoto Protocol. The United Nations hopes this will be sealed next year.

Kyoto's first phase ends in 2012 and a key focus of the talks is finding a formula that captures stronger action by the United States, other rich nations and big developing countries to avoid dangerous climate change.
The United States never ratified Kyoto.
Obama is due to arrive on Friday and is expected to face pressure to pledge deeper emissions cuts. The United States is the world's number two emitter of greenhouse gases.
He is expected to meet Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on the sidelines of the talks, the largest ever climate summit.
Officials said the United States was making progress with China on outstanding issues but could not say whether a deal would result after Obama arrived.
One U.S. official said there was progress on monitoring, reporting and verification requirements by China and other big developing countries on their emissions curbs. China has resisted such requirements.
The United States had helped the mood at the talks on Thursday by promising to back a $100 billion a year fund for poor nations from 2020.
Such funds would be more than all current aid flows to poor nations, a U.N. official said, and in line with demands put forward for African nations. "That's very encouraging," U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said of the U.S. pledge.
Accord on finance is one part of a puzzle that also includes a host of other measures, such as saving rainforests, boosting carbon markets and stiffening global carbon emissions curbs.

But any deal will have to be agreed by unanimity. 
Some small island states and African nations -- most vulnerable to climate change -- say they will not agree a weak deal.

"We are moving out of the valley of death. We are beginning to see the outlines of a compromise, helped by the U.S. offer on finance," said Kim Carstensen, head of the WWF environmental group's global climate initiative.
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Reuters: As climate negotiators stalemate, industry acts

17 December 2009
The technical challenges involved in cleaning up the power plants, factories and vehicles that produce many of the gases linked to global warming have been just as challenging, though they have generated far less mainstream interest than this month's negotiations over a climate treaty.
In part that is because industry -- often cast as the villain in environmental matters -- has engaged the issue in a more constructive way and with a more cooperative spirit than the feuding negotiators in Copenhagen.

For a decade now, makers of tractors and trucks and the diesel engines that power them have scrambled to meet a series of increasingly stringent clean-air rules issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as part of its effort to crack down on mobile sources of air pollution.
Unlike the protests, obstruction and foot-dragging on display in Copenhagen the past two weeks, equipment makers have worked with U.S. regulators to create workable timetables for implementation of the rules -- and then gone to work cleaning up their acts.
By the EPA's own conservative estimates, vehicle and engine makers collectively have spent hundreds of millions of dollars over the past 10 years to develop products that emit smaller and smaller amounts of heat-trapping gases like nitrogen oxide and comply with the agency's clean-air rules and similar European standards.
"We've been very pleased with the efforts that the companies have made -- the investments they've made to meet the standards," Margot Oge, the head of the EPA's transportation and air quality unit, told Reuters.
TOUGH TIER 4
The latest regulations for the industry take effect on January 1, 2010, when the makers of on-highway trucks and buses like Navistar International Corp and Paccar Inc face tough new emission rules that dramatically decrease the amount of pollution they emit.
In 2011 strict regulations, known as Tier 4, take effect for most of the off-highway machines used in construction, agriculture and industry -- machines the EPA blames for 25 percent of the country's nitrogen oxide emissions and fully half of the particulate pollution. "They're peak polluters," Oge said.
The Tier 4 rules will cut nitrogen oxide emissions by 50 percent and particulate emissions by 90 percent in 2011, with even tougher standards phased in three years later.
The EPA estimates the standards will not only result in cleaner air but prevent 12,000 premature deaths from respiratory illness every year.
"The benefit to cost ratio is 40-to-1," Oge said. "I don't think you can find any other air quality program that provides that kind of huge public health benefit at that low cost."
Caterpillar, the world's largest maker of construction and mining equipment, declines to say exactly how much it has spent over the years.
 But during a meeting with analysts earlier this year, Jim Owens, the company's chief executive and chairman, acknowledged the company had made "significant investments" to meet the new Tier 4 regulations and said that those investments would continue throughout 2010 and contribute to the headwinds Caterpillar faces.
SILVER LINING
But the investments required have an upside for the manufacturers, creating what Tim Solso, the head of engine maker Cummins Inc, recently told analysts were competitive advantages over smaller rivals.

"As emission requirements get more stringent, it creates a significant barrier for entry for competition," Solso said. As a result, Solso says Cummins will not only increase its global market share as a result of the regulations, it also expects smaller engine competitors to become its customers, buying Cummins components to meet the standards.
Of course there has been some grumbling.
 At Caterpillar's annual analyst meeting this summer, Steve Wunning, one of the company's top executives, claimed that because of the poor air quality in many parts of the country, the air coming out of Caterpillar's Tier 4 engines would be cleaner than the air that went in.
"Our diesel engine is really becoming an air cleaner in many parts of the country," Wunning said.
Since the manufacturers need to recoup that R&D investment, the new, cleaner machines typically cost thousands more than the machines they replace.
 The EPA estimates that for a typical 175-horsepower bulldozer, the Tier 4 modifications will add $2,600 to its $240,000 price tag.
That has fueled hopes in the current slump that customers would accelerate purchases of equipment ahead of the implementation of the rules, because such equipment is grandfathered in.
But so far there has been no sign of any so-called pre-buy.
"We don't think this is going to drive a lot of business in the absence of a more general turnaround in the market," said Toby Mack, the president and CEO of the Associated Equipment Distributors, a trade group representing dealers.
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Reuters: Danes see progress towards climate breakthrough

17 December 2009

"We discussed how we can make progress, and we had a very fruitful, constructive dialogue ... for almost two hours," Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen told reporters.
Rasmussen called the late-night talks to overcome the main obstacles and work on a short political declaration in the hope of salvaging climate talks that had become bogged down in a turgid and technical 60-page text.
After the leaders left, their aides worked on drafting a political agreement for them to inspect later.
"We will meet again in the leaders' group at 8 o'clock," said Rasmussen.
After days of stalemate, the United States helped revive the 193-nation talks on Thursday by backing a $100 billion climate fund to help poor nations adapt their economies and tackle threats such as failing crops and dwindling water supplies.
"Leaders are flying in, most have already arrived, and the reason they have decided to come to Copenhagen is because there is a genuine feeling to achieve something important," said Rasmussen.
Swedish President Fredrik Reinfeldt said the discussions had centred on lowering climate-warming emissions and ways of delivering long-term and short-term funding to help poor countries tackle the problem.
"We haven't reached any agreement," Indian Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh said as he left.
"We're working on it," said lead U.S. negotiator Todd Stern.
Elsewhere in the building, environment ministers were trying to resolve other issues involving funding, carbon markets and emissions cuts by industrialized nations.
Oil-producing states including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Sudan and Algeria had tried to block a separate late-night meeting, one minister said.
It later convened but swiftly fell into disarray as G77 developing nations left to coordinate their stance, another source in the meeting said.
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AP: SC senator stumps for climate change

17 December 2009
Sen. Lindsey Graham makes an unlikely champion for action on climate change.
The South Carolina Republican has joined forces with Democrat John Kerry of Massachusetts and independent Joe Lieberman of Connecticut to drum up support for a bill that would put a price on heat-trapping pollution.
Graham's position has irked just about everybody. He has been censured by Republicans back home for supporting a bill that would clamp down on greenhouse gases.
 Environmentalists have criticized his push for nuclear energy, more oil drilling — and most recently his support of a GOP effort to prevent the Environmental Protection Agency from regulating greenhouse gases. Some Democrats are just befuddled.
But his ability to attract enough votes for a bill to pass the Senate may well determine whether President Barack Obama can deliver on the promises he makes at U.N. climate talks in Copenhagen this week, and whether he will achieve one of his top domestic priorities: setting up a cap-and-trade system that would put a price on each ton of global warming pollution released.

Graham sat down with The Associated Press for a half-hour interview Thursday to discuss his stance on climate change.
Q: How did you get involved in this issue?

A: It was a slow evolution. I started traveling with Sen. (John) McCain, who has been a climate change advocate for a long time, and I went to the Arctic region with him and Sen. (Hillary Rodham) Clinton. I came to the conclusion from listening to the scientists ... from people who lived in the regions, that the canary in the coal mine is in the Arctic regions, and that the planet is heating up. How much is caused by greenhouse gases, I don't know. But I believe to some extent it's a contributing factor. ...
Now, why did I choose to do something this time around? ... The one thing that I could say without any doubt, that the best chance to create jobs for the future here in this country is energy independence. And you will never become energy independent until you price carbon.

Where are the friction points to getting to 60 votes (to advance a bill)? If the emissions standard is not meaningful, if it's not economy-wide, I don't think you get there. 
This whole issue of China and India and a global regime looms large in getting 60 votes in the Senate. Without some assurances that this is not a unilateral surrendering of market share to China and India — because our companies will have a burden imposed upon them not shared by China and India — is a huge political problem. ... Those are some of the trip wires that exist to getting to 60 votes.
Q: Why haven't you been able to convince other Republicans to buy your argument?

A: I can convince Republicans pretty quickly of (oil and gas) drilling, nuclear power and alternative energy. This is not about polar bears for me, it's about jobs, cleaner air and purer water.
Cap-and-trade has been a tainted term. The bills that exist today have not been able to gather moderate Democratic support, they have not been able to gather Republican support. The cap-and-trade system has been called cap-and-tax and I think for some good reasons. So what I have to convince Republicans of is that you know as well as I do this is the best way for us to create new jobs in the future, that you know the green economy is coming worldwide and the only way we are going to get there is to lead, not follow.
Q: Obviously it seems that you are not for the EPA regulating greenhouse gases through existing law?

A: This is the worst of all worlds. They (the EPA) can only impose burdens on business, they can't give business the tools to comply with those burdens. They can't give the nuclear power companies the incentives they need to build more nuclear power plants.
Q: Are any Republicans still talking to you?

A: My ace in the hole is business. The one thing I have going for me that could win the day is I have a lot of business people encouraging me to try to do this compromise.
Q: Are you concerned about the political fallout back home, where some Republican leaders have censured you for your climate change stance?

A: My state has 12 percent unemployment, so I think I am going to win the day back home. I am confident that I can sell this because my state is on its knees economically.
Q: What are your thoughts on the scandal over the hacked e-mails from some prominent climate scientists, which many Republicans have claimed discredits the science showing that pollution is causing climate change?

A: Well, I never embraced this from that point of view. You will never convince me all these cars, and all these trucks, and all these power plants spewing out carbon, fossil fuels, day in and day out for 60 or 70 years is a good thing.
 It makes perfect sense to me that this amount of carbon pollution over a long period of time has had a detrimental effect on the environment. I don't get wrapped up into how much is caused by man, or how much is caused by nature. I do believe pursuing clean air and clean water is a good thing for my generation to do.
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AFP: Emissions pledges fall way short: leaked UN memo

17 December 2009
Pledges tabled so far at the UN climate talks for curbing greenhouse-gas emissions would doom the world to warming of as much as three degrees Celsius (5.4 degrees Fahrenheit), an internal UN memo showed Thursday.
Nations most at risk from rising sea levels have been pushing for commitments to limit the rise to no more than 1.5 C (2.7 F) over pre-industrial levels while many other countries endorse a maximum of 2.0 C (3.6 F).
But the memo seen by AFP concludes that even the top-end offers on the table at the negotiations would set the planet on course for a 3.0 C (5.4 F) warming, a scenario viewed by scientists as deeply worrying.
The memo, marked "very confidential", dates from late Wednesday.
It highlights a significant gap between mitigation pledges -- from both rich countries and emerging economies -- and what is "needed to achieve stabilisation of the concentration of emissions in the atmosphere that is consistent with the goal of staying below 2.0 C."
Unless the gap is closed, "global emissions will remain on an unsustainable pathway that could lead to concentrations (of carbon dioxide) equal or above 550 parts per million (ppm) with the related temperature raise around 3.0 C," said the document.
More than 100 mainly poor and vulnerable countries have staked out a position calling for a ceiling of only a 1.5 C (2.7 F) increase, which corresponds to carbon dioxide concentrations of 350 ppm.
The memo was authenticated by the secretariat of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change(UNFCCC), tasked with shepherding the hugely complex talks to a successful conclusion.
"All these studies, including the leaked UNFCCC report, are aiming at a level of emissions in 2020 that would give at best a 50-percent chance of keeping warming below two degrees," Greenpeace said in a statement.
"This is like playing Russian roulette with three bullets in the barrel."
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Reuters: No U.N. deal on carbon cuts, last day of talks

18 December 2009

Two years of U.N. climate talks reached their climax in Copenhagen on Friday without a deal on carbon emissions cuts, as world leaders tried a last push to agree a new global climate pact.
"There is still no text for the heads of state to negotiate," a German negotiator told reporters after all-night talks. 
"There are no results on anything. We have only several drafts. It's very, very difficult. Time is running out."
At stake is a deal to avoid climate changes including more floods and droughts.
 The December 7-18 talks in the Danish capital have battled intense suspicion between rich and poor countries over how to share out carbon cuts that may drive up energy costs and will force a shift from fossil fuels.
"There are deep differences in opinion and views on how we should solve this. We'll try our best, until the last minutes of this conference," said Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt after overnight talks ended.
U.S. President Barack Obama arrived on Friday morning, and would meet Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on the sidelines, joining more than 120 other leaders in the largest ever climate summit.
Negotiators working through the night to prepare a text agreed an initial draft which called for a two degree Celsius cap on global temperatures and at least $100 billion in aid for poor nations, sources said.
But the all-night meeting broke up in the morning without a deal on the central element of a climate deal - the timing and degree of cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.
"It's still not there, it's confusing," said a senior European negotiator. 
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AP: NASA, Google offer more precise emissions tracking

17 DECEMBER 2009
The question is a potential deal-killer: If nations ever agree to slash greenhouse gas emissions, how will the world know if they live up to their pledges?
The answer is in space, experts say — both outer space and cyberspace.
NASA, the wonder agency of the 1960s, and Google, the go-to company of the early 21st century, are trying to give the world the ability to monitor both the carbon dioxide pollution and the levels of forest destruction that contribute to global warming.
For NASA, this is both an opportunity and an embarrassment. NASA had a science satellite, Orbiting Carbon Observatory, that as a side benefit would be able to see where carbon dioxide was being spewed.
 But a February launch of the $280 million satellite failed, sending the satellite into the cold Antarctic waters.
If given some money, NASA could have a $330 million "carbon copy," of the downed-and-drowned satellite up flying around Earth in less than three years, NASA Earth sciences chief Michael Freilich said.
"Just having the thing flying around there imaging would just about make everybody act differently," said professor Steve Pacala, director of the Princeton Environmental Institute. "The idea that you could pull a fast one would be different."
Google, meanwhile, has rolled out a new program call Earth Engine which essentially is a massive storehouse for satellite and other data that forest countries will be able to access for free by the time of the next U.N. climate conference in Mexico next year.
Deforestation is the biggest climate change culprit in much of the developing world, and industrial countriesplan to pay billions of dollars to poor countries to stop deforestation. 
The Google system could help everyone keep track of what forests are saved.
"The science is out there, but the ability to run it on large numbers of machines by countries in previous years who couldn't afford it is now possible," said Brian McClen, vice president of engineering for the Google Geo Group, who demonstrated the new program in Copenhagen.
But technology alone cannot solve the problem, because there must be cooperation between countries likeChina and the U.S. about how to ensure that greenhouse gas emissions cuts are enforced, said U.S. Sen. John Kerry, chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee.
Kerry told The Associated Press that talks with Chinese officials Wednesday made progress on the problem of monitoring emissions, which were a sticking point earlier.
 It's an especially big problem in the view of the U.S. Congress, which has demanded that China and India back up their commitments with verifiable action.
China, meanwhile, acknowledged "positive exchanges" with Kerry but brushed aside suggestions that China should be part of any international verification system.
"We have always followed a principle of openness and transparency regarding information of China's national measures taken to address climate change and greenhouse gases," said Su Wei, China's lead negotiator at the Copenhagen talks.
 "I don't see the necessity for others to worry about the sincerity of China's efforts in addressing climate change."
The monitoring problem "is a big one because we don't know what we're counting," said Melinda Kimball, senior vice president of the U.N. Foundation and a former top U.S. climate negotiator. "It reminds me of arms control."
Part of the problem is that so many new coal-fired plants are being built in China — many of them so small they are hard to keep track of — that it is difficult for international energy experts to have a good handle on precise carbon dioxide output.
That's where trying to launch the copy of the NASA satellite comes in. The decision is awaiting White House approval and is going through the budget process for next year.
"I'm optimistic," White House science adviser John Holdren told reporters at climate talks Wednesday.
Until another satellite actually gets into the air, the way the world knows about carbon dioxide involves a lot of guesswork, math and monitoring machines — and a good amount of trust.
Experts' estimates of carbon dioxide emissions are based on fuel going into power plants and complex formulas based on power plant efficiency. 
But those estimates are also dependent on reliable information about fuel and efficiency, so they could be skewed by inaccurate input. In the United States and some other places, there are monitors on many power plants, which mean better accuracy.
An individual coal-fired power plant produces "a dome of carbon dioxide" and a satellite like NASA's could measure the emissions, said Princeton's Pacala, who also chaired a study by the U.S. National Research Council on what NASA should do after the launch failure.

Another satellite is a must, Pacala said.
Being able to tell what individual power plants spew is crucial to the cap-and-trade programs to reduce carbon emissions, like the one being proposed in the United States. Under that, companies buy credits — essentially the right to pollute — from companies that cut pollution. To carry that out, you need good international figures, Kimball said.
Because NASA already designed the original satellite, a new one could be up in the air only 28 months after White House approval, NASA's Freilich said.
Measuring carbon is also crucial to a forest plan being negotiated at the U.N. talks.
 It calls for rich nations to pay poor ones for reducing their deforestation. 
That's a challenge because most of the deforestation is in countries with wide corruption and few systems to monitor the loss of forests.
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Reuters: Stumbling climate talks seen knocking EU carbon

17 December 2009

Prices for the carbon permits called EU Allowances (EUAs) fell five percent to around 13.60 euros ($19.59) a tonne.

Some traders and analysts saw varying scope for further falls, ranging from the limited and temporary to the drastic, as the likelihood of a deal being clinched for a successor to the Kyoto Protocol looked increasingly remote.

Other market participants remained hopeful a deal could emerge, however, which would hold up prices.

But as dozens of heads of state arrived in Copenhagen, the failure of negotiators to draft a coherent text so far suggested they had a mountain to climb.

TUMBLING PRICES

Carbon prices could fall as low as one cent if there is no lasting agreement in Copenhagen, said Seb Walhain, head of environmental markets at Fortis Bank Netherlands.

"Copenhagen is dreadful and a disgrace. Carbon will fall until there is some hope for a permanent agreement," he said.

"If the market stays like this I will shut down the carbon desk for a year or so," he added.

Many players in the EU emissions trading scheme (ETS) have bought EUAs in the second phase (2008-2012) on expectations of tighter emissions caps in the third phase (2013-2020), which has propped up prices, Walhain said.

A lackluster end to Copenhagen could prompt players to sell EUAs, just as high expectations at the start of talks made some players buy them, sending prices higher.

"I guess a status quo scenario is already priced in, though not as bad an outcome as we might be heading for. Then the market could lose 1 to 1.50 Euros next week," said Emmanuel Fages, carbon analyst at Societe Generale/orbeo.

If a deal collapses on Friday, prices could fall through the next technical support level on historical price charts of 13.40 Euros, an emissions trader said.

"12.75 is the first hard floor but 12 Euros could be reached in case of total failure. At around 10.50 Euros, I think some utilities will support the market," he said.

OPPORTUNITY

U.S. President Barack Obama's arrival in Copenhagen on Thursday could give the talks the push needed to drive a deal through, said Andrew Ager, head of emissions trading at Bache Commodities.

"If there is no deal it could be disastrous but the framework is there and there has been a huge run-up to this. This is a tremendous opportunity to generate and grow a green economy," he said.

"Few people have got their fingers on the buy or sell button right now as they are either in Copenhagen or on Christmas vacation, which could make them take a wait-and-see approach until Monday."

Whatever the outcome, the impact on the carbon market should be limited to a couple of days, said Matteo Mazzoni, carbon analyst at Italy's Nomisma Energia.

"In the longer term, prices will be pretty steady. There is not so much volume right now as we come up to Christmas, so prices shouldn't be pushed too far down," he said.
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Eur Activ (UK):Carbon capture ruled out of UN clean projects list

16 December 2009

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) will not be added to the list of technologies that industrial countries can invest in to offset their emissions, after some countries expressed their reservations at the UN climate talks in Copenhagen.

International climate negotiators have been debating whether to accept capturing CO2 from industrial installations and storing it underground (CCS) as a means of contributing to emission cuts. But they delayed any decisions until next year at the earliest, as no consensus was reached.

Some countries have proposed to add CCS to the UN-backed Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), which allows companies in rich countries to fulfill part of their climate obligations by investing in emission reductions in developing countries.

But others "have registered concerns regarding the implications of this possible inclusion and highlighted a number of unresolved issues," read a draft paper from the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The text invited the UNFCCC's scientific advisory body to investigate risk of seepage from storage sites and liability issues in the event of leakage. The group was tasked with reporting back to delegates at the next conference in Mexico in 2010 or in South Africa in 2011.

"In order for carbon dioxide capture and storage in geological formations to be included under the Clean Development Mechanism, long-term liability for the storage site, including liability for any seepage during and beyond the crediting period of the project, must be clearly assigned and the project boundary must be clearly defined," the UN text asserted.

Leading European investors in the technology include the UK, Germany and Norway. Meanwhile, the US invested $1.4 billion in 12 CCS projects as part of its economic stimulus package at the beginning of October. Earlier this month, the Americans announced that a further $979 million will be invested in three projects.

The EU last week approved €1 billion of economic recovery funding to support six demonstration projects.
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Reuters: Main issues, progress in Copenhagen climate talks

17 December 2009
A new pact would replace the Kyoto Protocol whose present round ends in 2012.

Following are key issues yet to be agreed, and some areas of possible agreement if draft texts are approved.
ONE TREATY OR TWO?
* No agreement on whether to extend Kyoto and add extra national commitments under a separate pact, or end Kyoto and agree one new treaty which specifies actions by all countries
* Kyoto limits the emissions of nearly 40 industrialized countries from 2008-2012, but the United States never ratified the pact and it doesn't bind the emissions of developing nations
* Rich nations prefer one new treaty including all countries
* Developing nations want to extend and sharpen Kyoto limits on rich countries, and add a separate deal binding the United States and which includes support for and action by poor nations
TERMS OF NEW TREATY
* No agreement on whether new pact or pacts would run from 2013-2017 or 2013-2020
* No agreement on whether would be legally binding
LONG-TERM GOAL
* No agreement yet on a long-term goal to avoid dangerous climate change
* A U.N. text on Wednesday proposed choices to limit global warming to 2 degrees Celsius, 1.5 degrees or 1 degree above pre-industrial levels, and to cut global greenhouse gas emissions by between 50 and 95 percent by 2050
* Poorer nations oppose long-term global emissions targets until rich countries commit to do more in the short-term
MID-TERM RICH NATION EMISSIONS CUTS
* No agreement yet on how far individual rich countries should cut their emissions by 2020
* No agreement on a reference year for those cuts, for example compared with 1990 or 2005
* Draft U.N. texts on Wednesday proposed options for cuts of 15-49 percent compared with 1990 or 2005
* Rich nations have proposed 14-18 percent cuts versus 1990
* Developing nations including China want collective rich nation cuts of at least 40 percent by 2020 versus 1990
FINANCE
* Agreement is nearing on how much rich nations should pay developing nations in the short or medium term to help them fight climate change
* The United States, Europe and the head of the African group of nations support $10 billion per year by 2012 fast-track funding, and $100 billion annually by 2020
* The United States said U.S. participation was conditional on a "strong accord" in Copenhagen

* No agreement on how the finance bill will be split between countries
DEADLINE FOR NEW DEAL
* Copenhagen aims to agree a global climate pact. No agreement yet on a deadline to make that into a full treaty
* U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and French President Nicolas Sarkozy this week called for a full treaty by June 2010
CLIMATE ACTION BY DEVELOPING NATIONS
* No agreement yet on how far poorer countries should commit to targets to curb growth in greenhouse gases
* The United States demands transparency from developing nations on climate action
* A Wednesday draft proposed a registry to record developing country actions, but left open whether that was voluntary or not
EXCLUDED SECTORS, LOOPHOLES
* No agreement on whether to include aviation and shipping, and make it mandatory to include farming and forestry in targets
* Kyoto excludes greenhouse gases from aviation and shipping, responsible for at least 5 percent of global emissions
* Under Kyoto rich countries don't have to include in their targets emissions from land use, including forests and farming
* Combined, farms and deforestation account for a third of all global greenhouse gases

ROLE OF CARBON MARKETS
* No agreement yet on how to scale up carbon finance under Kyoto's existing $6.5 billion clean development mechanism (CDM)

* Under the CDM rich nations pay for emissions cuts in developing countries through trade in carbon offsets
* The European Union wants the scheme to invest tens of billions annually in developing nations by 2020
* No agreement on whether to include carbon capture storage in the CDM, a technology which cuts carbon emissions from coal plants
* No agreement on including forest preservation in CDM
* Likely agreement to allow developers to appeal against U.N. panel rejections of CDM projects

FORESTRY
* Likely agreement on rewarding tropical countries which slow deforestation under a new deal
* A Wednesday text includes safeguards to protect indigenous people's rights and prevent rewards for conversion of virgin forests
* No agreement on how to fund forest preservation
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Investor’s Business daily (US):Russian Temps Turn Up Heat on Warmers

17 December 2009

A Russian think tank alleges that climate-change data obtained from that country have been cherry-picked to overstate a rise in temperatures. 
With Russia accounting for a large portion of the world's land mass, incorrect data there could affect the analysis of global temperatures.
The Institute of Economic Analysis, an independent Moscow-based organization, issued the report Tuesday. 
It was titled, "How Warming Is Being Made: The Case of Russia."
It alleged that England's Hadley Centre for Climate Change and the Climate Research Unit at the University of East Anglia, the U.K.'s two top climate research outfits, had improperly selected climate data from Russia.
The Hadley Centre has issued a statement saying it was impossible for them to have tampered with the data.
 The same statement conceded possible flaws, but these were due to "the limited availability of Northern Hemisphere high latitude observations.
“It further claimed that its data may actually have underestimated the warming trend in Russia.
Climate Fallout
The Russian study is part of the "climate gate" fallout regarding the e-mails and other data leaked from the CRU last month. Some of the information appeared to show top climate scientists expressing private doubts about their data and in other cases tweaking them to bolster warming claims.
The leaked data reignited debate over global warming science. Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., ranking Republican on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, has demanded a hearing into the leaked data.
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson, during a press conference to announce that the agency now had the authority to regulate greenhouse gases on its own, disputed that the leaks showed any need to reexamine the underlying science.
In the wake of the controversy the CRU and Hadley Centre placed some of their previously private climate data in the public domain. The IEA study examines the data as they pertain to warming in Russia.
The entire study has not been officially translated into English but institute president Andrei Illario-nov discussed the findings with IBD. He also wrote a summary of them for the free market Cato Institute, where he is a senior fellow.
According to Illarionov, an analysis of the climate data shows that the data in Russia came from just 25% of the country's meteorological stations and missed about 40% of the country's land mass.
The chosen stations tended to be the ones closer to large population centers, which tend to be warmer.
"(The report) is an analysis of what stations have been used, what stations have not been used and, based on this analysis, it looks like the real actual temperature dynamics ... in Russia, that is the increase in warming, have been artificially increased by 0.64 degrees Celsius," Illarionov told IBD.
Russia accounts for 12.5% of the world's total land mass, he notes, and argues that this calls for a reevaluation of United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel of Climate Change's finding that the global temperature rose 0.76 degrees Celsius over the last century.
"The IEA report concludes that it is necessary to recalculate all global temperature data in order to assess the real rate of temperature change during the last century.
 Global temperature data will have to be modified because the calculations used by Copenhagen Conference on Climate Change analysts are based on (Hadley-CRU) research," Illarionov wrote in his Cato posting.
William Yeatman, climate policy analyst for the free-market Competitive Enterprise Institute, notes that outside examination of the CRU and Hadley Centre data has only just begun.
"If (the Russians) have isolated some sketchy scientific practices, chances are they going to isolate some more," he said.
Hadley Defends Data
In a statement e-mailed to IBD, the Hadley Centre disputed claims that there had been any data manipulation.
"The World Meteorological Organisation (sic) chooses the set of stations designated as essential climate stations that have been released by the Met Office," the statement read.
It further stated: "These are evenly distributed across the globe and provide a fair representation of changes in global average temperature over land. We do not choose these stations and therefore it is impossible for the Met Office to fix the data."
The same statement also said the overall data were limited by the lack of the high latitude observations.
 Dave Britton, spokesman for the Met Office, the U.K.'s top climate organization, which includes the Hadley Centre, said that despite these limitations they had "every confidence" in the data. The IEA's claim that they only use a percentage of the Russian climate data available misses the point, he says.
"If we use every single piece of temperature data that is available then we would probably suggest that the (Russian) warming would actually be greater," Britton said.
 They don't use all data, he explains, because they must be quality-controlled, taken from reliable sources and "consistent with other temperature data sets."
He added that the Met Office would publish all underpinning station data as soon as it can.
 That may take a while though because those data come from climate centers in many different countries, some of which may not be willing to give up their intellectual property.
The IEA's Illarionov has had a colorful, high profile career in Russia. 
A former top economic adviser to former President Vladimir Putin, he quit in late 2005, criticizing the government for backsliding on democracy.
He subsequently founded the IEA and is now identified with Russia's political opposition. He is also a longtime critic of global warming claims.
"Illarionov is a notorious climate change skeptic," said Samuel Charap, Russia scholar at the liberal Center for American Progress. "He is a serious economist, but he has some very strong opinions."
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Reuters: EU's Barroso expects U.S. to offer deeper CO2 cuts

17 December 2009

"I really expect them to announce something more," Barroso told reporters. "President Obama is not coming just to reiterate what is in their draft legislation."

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton tried to break a deadlock in the talks earlier on Thursday with a pledge to help mobilize $100 billion a year by 2020 to assist poor nations, but made no further offer on emissions cuts.

Clinton made the dramatic announcement with less than two days remaining for a United Nations summit aimed at reducing global emissions of carbon dioxide pollution linked to climate change.

The United States has pledged to cut emissions to 17 percent below 2005 levels over the next decade, equating to about 3 below the 1990 benchmark used by the U.N..

Barroso said that talks with other leaders had given him confidence that rich nations would agree to give $10 billion a year to poor nations in the three years before the climate deal takes effect in 2013.

The move is aimed at helping those countries prepare for the impacts of global warming, cut their own emissions growth and show that rich nations can deliver more than just words.

"From my contacts with many partners, I'm hopeful we'll reach the target of $10 billion," Barroso said.

The European Union has pledged around $3.5 billion a year from 2010-2012 and Japan said on Wednesday it would raise its support to around $5 billion a year in public and private finance.
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Guardian (UK): Government departments cut CO2 emissions by 10%

18 December 2009
The government estate emitted 10% less carbon dioxide in the last financial year than in 1999, according to a report published today.
 Environmentalists welcomed the improvement but argued that government departments had to be much more ambitious if they were to play a significant part in meeting the UK's overall carbon reduction targets.

The Office of Government Commerce (OGC), which tracks sustainability across government buildings, said the improvements across Whitehall have come from reductions in CO2 emissions from road vehicles, less waste and consumption of water, and an increase in recycling.

Central government departments have a target to reduce CO2 emissions from road vehicles used for administrative business by 15% by 2010-11 relative to a 2005-06 baseline.

OGC figures showed that departments have already achieved a reduction of 17% and forecasts an actual drop of 23.7% by 2010-11. The OGC also found that 48.3% of waste from central government departments is now recycled, whereas the target for 2010-11 is 40%. Almost 70% of waste will be recycled by 2010-11, said the OGC.

Overall, the government has committed the UK to reducing its carbon footprint by 34% by 2020 and 80% by 2050.

The OGC's figures have been analysed by the Sustainable Development Commission (SDC), and its vice chair, Rebecca Willis, welcomed the improvements.
 "The stand-out for me is that the government has made huge efforts over the past couple of years to find out where they stand and start tackling action and we're really pleased to see that."

But though Whitehall's progress had been good against its own targets, Willis said the improvements did not look so impressive when measured against the scale of the actions required to deal with climate change.

"They should be looking at what the Committee on Climate Change says the country should do and work out what that means for the government estate. They should be thinking about 80% carbon cuts over the next 40 years and work out what that means for the interim."

And not all areas of Whitehall did so well. Departments have a target to increase their energy efficiency per square metre by 15% by 2010, relative to 1999-2000 levels.
 Today's report, however, shows an average improvement of only 7.9% relative to the baseline – despite four departments having already met or exceeded the target.

Willis said that the government must get more ambitious with its carbon-cutting, "partly because that's what the science tells us to do and they've now got the systems in place to do that. Compared to where we were three or four years ago, stuff can really happen now in government."

Areas that can be improved including looking at supply chains. 
"If [a department] outsources something, it looks good in carbon terms and we think they should do a lot more in terms of what they buy and who provides services for them and count the carbon and reduce it.
 It's a more complete picture and then the businesses they work with will then take action themselves."

Willis also pointed out there were no targets to reduce transportation overall.
 "They don't have targets for shifting from car use to other forms of transport, they don't have targets on reducing flights or travel full stop. If you're serious about meeting carbon budgets you need to do all of those things."

Ian Pearson, economic secretary to the Treasury, said the OGC figures showed that the government was "dedicated to encouraging more radical and innovative approaches to tackling negative impacts on the environment, and we will announce new targets for Whitehall next year, following a comprehensive review, to ensure they remain relevant, ambitious and lead best practice."
Next year, the government plans more initiatives to reduce consumption and carbon emissions, including the launch of a £2.75m competition to develop and build low-carbon ideas in government buildings.
 According to the OGC, the competition will not only incentivise energy efficiency products but also projects to encourage behavior change in the people using government buildings.

Friends of the Earth's head of climate, Mike Childs, said: "Central government appears to have made significant progress in reducing its environmental footprint in a number of areas – but ministers must do more to ensure that all targets are met. 
Green targets are important in ensuring that environmental concerns are taken seriously. 
The government must also set environmental targets for local authorities – including local carbon budgets so that all councils do their bit to combat climate change."
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Reuters: France’s Sarkozy proposes keeping Kyoto Protocol

17 December 2009
"So people want to keep Kyoto, OK let's keep Kyoto. But let us agree on an overall political umbrella," he said in a speech to delegates.
The EU wants U.N. climate talks to agree a new treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol because Kyoto does not bind climate actions by all developed countries and does not require anything from developing nations.
Developing nations' preference for retaining Kyoto has been one of many stumbling blocks at Dec 7-18 talks to reach a new global climate pact.
"Time is against us, let's stop posturing," said Sarkozy.
"A failure in Copenhagen would be a catastrophe for each and every one of us."
"We need to change track or we are heading for disaster," he said proposing a meeting on Thursday evening of "the main leaders to finally start negotiation seriously on a compromise text. Let's negotiate hard tonight."
"If we keep on heading where we're going we are heading for failure."
Sarkozy urged ministers and leaders to adopt a full climate treaty in June 2010. 
"Let's give ourselves six months after the Copenhagen conference to transform political commitments into a legal text."
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AP: Global warming a tough sell for the human psyche

17 December 2009
The Copenhagen talks on climate change were convened with a sense of urgency that many ordinary folks don't share. Why is that? One big reason: It's hard for people to get excited about a threat that seems far away in space and time, psychologists say.
"It's not in people's faces," said psychologist Robert Gifford of theUniversity of Victoria in British Columbia.
 "It is in the media, but not in their everyday experience. 
That's quite a different thing."
The consequences of global warming are seen as occurring in far-off places, he said: "It's happening up in the Arctic or it's happening inBangladesh, and it's not happening in my backyard." 
And the slow changes are not as attention-grabbing as a "fast disaster" like an earthquake, he said.
As it happens, those urgent-seeming U.N. talks have bogged down over political differences. But recent surveys suggest that Americans are not exactly consumed by concern over climate change.
In October, the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press said its poll found that only 35 percent of Americans considered global warming to be a very serious problem, a decline from April 2008. Thirty percent called it "somewhat serious."
In a poll by The Associated Press and Stanford University, published this month, more than half said they would not support a "cap-and-trade" program to reduce global warming gases if it raised their energy bills by $10 a month. Cap-and-trade would essentially allow industries to buy and sell the right to pollute.
Some skeptics, of course, cite their own analyses to question whether greenhouse gas emissions are really an urgent problem that needs to be fixed. And their opinions on the Internet have influenced others.
But beyond that, psychologists say, the nature of climate change itself makes it a tough sell for many people.
Janet Swim, a psychology professor at Pennsylvania State University, recalls a conversation from last month with a taxi driver in Cape Town, South Africa.
"I don't think there's climate change," the driver said. "If there was climate change and sea levels were rising, I would have seen it."

He was going by his own experience, said Swim, who studies how people feel about global warming. "People experience weather on a day-to-day basis, and that's how they think about climate change," she said.
In fact, it takes careful analysis of lots of data from lots of places to tease out the signal of global warming, she noted.
Gifford said people tend to attach less importance to future problems than more immediate concerns. 
That may be a holdover from early days of human evolution, when "things far away didn't matter, things in the future didn't matter. It was whether the tiger or the enemy was just around the corner," he said.
In fact, scientists say global warming's influence is already visible and it could get worse within decades if no action is taken. 
The average number of heat-wave deaths in Chicago could more than double by 2050, and killer heat waves in Europe could also increase by that time, experts say. Arctic summers may be almost free of sea ice by 2030 or sooner, they say.
Even among people who accept global warming as a serious issue, there are additional psychological barriers to getting them to take significant action against it. Gifford, who studies pro-environmental behavior, calls them the 13 dragons.
Among them:
• Environmental numbness: "OK, climate change. I've heard that one before. Been there, done that."
• A feeling of powerlessness: "Anything I do is just a drop in the bucket."
• Conflicting goals: "Yes, I should be changing my behavior, but I've got to look for a job, I've got to go to the gym, I have to take my kids to soccer practice, so I'll do it tomorrow."
• A sense of inequality: "Why should I take the bus when my boss is driving a Cadillac?"
• Loss of freedom: `It's a free country. I can drive a Hummer if I want to."
• Tokenism: "I recycle, so thank you very much, I'm finished."
• Excessive optimism: "It will work out in the end. The scientists will figure it out, so I don't have to do anything."
And then there's just plain habit. It's "a huge but boring force," Gifford said. "We just tend to do today what we did yesterday."
So what can advocates do to promote concern and action about global warming?
Gifford cites steps such as convincing people they really can make a difference by taking a bus rather than driving, or by insulating their homes. And messages that focus on taking action to become an "ecological hero" will probably work better than those that portray such actions as a sacrifice, he said.
Swim, who chaired a recent American Psychological Association task force that summarized psychological research relevant to climate change, said appeals stressing the impact of climate change on people and animals may be more effective than those that just talk about seas and temperatures rising. 
(She is now investigating whether such messages are more likely to make people act).
Elke Weber of the Center for Research on Environmental Decisions at Columbia University said people might respond to projections of what global warming could do to places they care about, like their favorite ski areas or their beach homes.
It's also important for the news media to talk about climate change and what people can do, Swim said. While the Copenhagen talks have gotten plenty of attention recently, in general "there's more in the paper about health care reform than about climate change," she said.
And individuals can talk to their friends about their own concern and actions, Swim said. 
She sets aside one day a week when she makes a special effort to minimize her own carbon emissions from driving by doing such things as biking or just staying home.
"Most people don't know I have a carbon-free day," Swim said. "I should probably tell more people about that."
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Guardian (UK): Copenhagen conference on the brink of collapse as world leaders arrive at talks

17 DECEMEBR 2009
Talks to save the planet from catastrophic climate change were on the brink of collapse this morning as officials from the three main blocs – rich countries, major developing economies, and small island states – said they had given up on getting a substantive deal.
Even as 115 world leaders began arriving to put their personal imprint on a deal, the summit hosts were admitting they had failed to broker an agreement.
The chaotic end game to the negotiations could mean that world leaders only have time to hastily paper over a face-saving agreement.
In a story headlined Denmark gives up, the influential Berlingske newspaper quoted a senior source in the host delegation, saying the failure was a monumental disappointment to the Danes.
"During the whole process, the problem is that this is a huge puzzle where all the pieces had to fall in place at the same time. But to do that, the countries had to make a serious effort and they have been unwilling to do so," the source was quoted as saying.
However, Denmark could try to revive the process by formally introducing a version of a negotiating draft from last week and imposing it on the summit. However, the draft – the Danish text leaked to the Guardian last week – has infuriated developing countries, and its re-entry could trigger chaos.
Other countries were also working to resuscitate the talks. A UK official said: "We are not giving up. The irony is that on substance we have had considerable movement in the last few days. For the talks to be in this state simply over matters of procedure rather than substance is immensely disappointing."
The sense of collapse was compounded further still when China – the world's biggest emitter and an essential component to any deal – said it saw no possibility of achieving a detailed accord to tackle global warming.
An official from another country told Reuters the Chinese had instead suggested issuing "a short political declaration of some sort", but it was not clear what that declaration would say.
China was still committed to the negotiations, the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu told reporters in Beijing today. Jiang said: "China hopes the Copenhagen meeting is successful, and has always taken a constructive attitude."
In the final nail in Copenhagen's coffin, the Maldives president, Mohamed Nasheed, whose island country could be almost entirely swallowed up by rising seas, said he was staring at failure.
"We will not have a draft.
 There is no draft. We are facing a situation where it is possible that nothing comes out of COP15 unless the heads of state decide to come up with it themselves," Nasheed told an NGO meeting last night.
 "I am very nervous and very disappointed. During the course of the last two years, negotiators were supposed to have come up with a document for us to see and consider tomorrow, but they have failed."
Dino Patti Djalal, an Indonesian presidential spokesman said: "Obviously we are considered at the prospect of negotiations are having some kind of a deadlock.
 We are thinking it's going to need the leaders pushing very hard until the last minute.
" He said uncertainty about emissions cuts from the major developed countries plus America's insistence on a monitoring regime for emissions cuts by rapidly emerging economies had led to the impasse.
The Indian environment minister Jairam Ramesh said, "We have lost a day and a half. I don't want to point fingers. 
We must get talks back on a sold substantive track by the time the world leaders meet tomorrow...I am hopeful that negotiations can resume."
The sense of despair from the Danes comes after nine days of working negotiations which has seen increasing acrimony and distrust between rich countries and poor countries, and industrialised countries and the rapidly emerging economies.
African countries and small island states which are on the frontline of climate change accused Denmark of trying to railroad them into a deal without getting strong enough commitments to act on climate change from the developed world.
 "The Europeans have broken the African solidarity," said a negotiator from Mauritania. 
"If these talks produce a good deal for Africa that would be a big surprise for me.
 There is enormous pressure on the heads of state of Africa. They are very weak – especially in financial terms. 
Any African country that depends on French or British aid will not be able to raise its voice to object."
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ABC News (US): Copenhagen: U.N. Chief Looks to Obama to Lead on Global Warming

17 December 2009
"President Obama's commitment to dealing with global warming has changed the political dynamic for our negotiations," United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon told ABC News here at the Copenhagen Climate Summit.

"Everybody is looking to the U.S. for leadership and commitment in dealing with global warming," he said. "It has helped that he has repeated his commitment many times."
President Obama is expected to speak at the final plenary session of the conference after he arrives here early Friday.

Standing next to Ban was Achim Steiner, the Brazilian-born head of the United Nations Environment Program.

"Obama has improved humanity's efforts to fight climate change by bringing America back to the table," Steiner told ABC News, contrasting it to the attitude of the administration of President Bush.

Some speakers, including former Vice President Al Gore, have called on the U.N. to move up its next climate meeting from December 2010 to July, so that binding limits on greenhouse-gas emissions can be agreed upon more quickly.
 Steiner would not be specific about dates, but said speeding it up could have a good impact on world finance.

MEETING SOONER WOULD 'HAVE A GOOD EFFECT ON MARKETS'
"Moving the date up would not only have a good effect on the climate," he said, "but also on markets."

"Hundreds of billions of dollars will be triggered or redirected once we have an agreement," Steiner said, adding his belief that "the world is immensely impatient" to make this transition to a carbon-restricted economy.

"Many of the world's markets and companies are waiting for a clear signal to tell if the world is going to move into a low-carbon era," he said.

The enormous meeting room was still filled with the many delegates and other attendees who had listened to an unusually intense and animated description by Secretary Ban of the climate issue and the "very difficult" negotiations to deal with it.

Many of the heads of United Nations organizatons -- the United Nations Development Program, the World Meteorological Organization, the World Food Program -- stood behind him as he spoke to the crowd.

"The U.N. has the widest and the deepest and the longest experience and know-how in helping people -- certainly in the developing world," he said, and affirmed that this entire "U.N. System", as it is called, has been working for two years on ways to provide aid to people as the apparently inevitable damages of global warming accelerate.

"We are user friendly!" said a smiling Ban to the capacity crowd.
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Guardian (UK): Copenhagen has changed the face of global politics

17 December 2009

It was a long journey from London to the UN climate talks in Copenhagen by train – though improved by the enthusiasm of others like young climate champions from Wales making the same journey. Leaving in the early afternoon on Saturday, I eventually arrived at about noon on Sunday.
Copenhagen was a strange mixture of a city hosting an ever-growing environmental army, but less general noise and excitement among the shoppers and casual passers-by. 
The historic city and the very unhistoric Bella centre looked unlikely venues for the future of the world to be decided.
Many people were using Sunday to go to the Bright Green expo in the forum centre nearer to the middle of town. 
I made targeted visits to stalls I wanted to learn from or talk to – including the Norwegians about hydroelectricity and grids and the Canadians about tar sands.
Then came a series of bilateral meetings in pleasant cafes and hotel bars all facilitated by my friendly Danish hosts, proud that it is our Liberal Democrat sister party Venstre, leading government in Denmark, and their party leader hosting the conference. (As things turned out before the week was over, not just hosting but chairing.) Then I met people from the Climate Parliament – including my friend and MEP Graham Watson.
There were also discussions about the harsh politics this week and how to deliver any necessary further deal.
 Denmark's time in the chair runs for 12 months until next December, but I sense they are really worried if similar global responsibility falls on them for the rest of the coming year.
 If further summits are required to complete the work and deliver a legal and binding agreement, then Denmark will need to summon up all its political strength to shoulder a second phase of responsibility.
Everybody I spoke to was clear that if no solid agreement is reached then the conference needs to meet again urgently. If not, the sense or urgency could recede, and important distractions like the mid-term elections in America could make bold moves more difficult.
Having seen the demonstrations in Copenhagen and heard of more since my return, I don't know whether a deal will be done. 
But I am clear about three things.
 First, the climate crisis has mobilised people in every country to come together in a way unparalleled in history. 
Secondly, the forum of the United Nations makes sure that the little people (the small island countries for example) cannot be ignored and are just as important in making or breaking a deal as the big ones.
 Finally, I saw that there is a new generation of green commitment, knowledge and activism, determined to practise sustainability. 
This generation will not just talk of deadlines and far-off target dates, but understands that now is almost already too late.
Every couchette was taken on the night train from Copenhagen on the way back – almost all of them by engaged global citizens, empowered by being together in a common cause. 
Whatever the deal this week, the politics of the world has been changing fast and power is no longer in the hands of the rich and the few. Those who have had their exploitative way for too long must realise now that exploiting our planet will not be possible in the same way again.
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Science Daily (Blog): New Report Underlines Multiple Benefits but Also New Challenges to Biodiversity-Rich Sites

17 December 2009

An agreement in Copenhagen to fund reduced emissions from deforestation may generate multiple environmental and economic benefits if investments simultaneously target sites that are both carbon and biodiversity-rich.
But the new report, published in the journal Conservation Letters, also warns of challenges in countries such as Brazil and parts of East Africa unless safeguards are followed.
This is because funding Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) might also displace and intensify activities such as agriculture in lower carbon but equally biodiversity-rich locales. Such areas include parts of East Africa and Brazil.
The study has involved a wide range of organizations and institutions including: the Centre for Social and Economic Research on the Global Environment at the University of East Anglia (UEA); the UN Environment Programme's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) in Cambridge; the Institute for Global and Applied Environmental Analysis (GAEA)in Rio de Janeiro; and Stanford University, California.
It is claimed to be the first map-based analysis of the distribution of carbon and biodiversity and indicates that governments face a series of choices on how best to maximize the benefits and minimize the challenges presented by a possible REDD deal at the UN climate convention this week.
The colour maps allow the identification of areas where these double benefits could be highest, which include many of the global biodiversity hotspots.
For example the maps show that the Amazon hosts very high concentrations of both carbon and overall species richness whereas Sumatra and Borneo represent an opportunity to conserve carbon while conserving a high level of threatened species.
If the aim is to conserve high quantities of carbon while also conserving species found nowhere else in the world -- so called endemic species -- then the island of New Guinea would be one of the top priorities.
The study also identified areas where carbon funding would not solve the problem by itself, but could provide crucial complementary financing to biodiversity initiatives.
Finally it highlights areas that have high value for biodiversity conservation, but are poor or less rich in carbon and could thus be under increased threat if REDD is implemented including the Brazilian Cerrado or the savannahs of the Rift Valley in East Africa.
Bernardo Strassburg of UEA and GAEA and lead author of the study, said: "Overall REDD would have a very positive effect for biodiversity conservation, which makes it a very powerful tool that simultaneously addresses two of the greatest global environmental crises of our age.
"But as these synergies are unevenly distributed, it is crucial on the one hand that they are maximized by taking biodiversity distribution into account when planning and implementing REDD and, on the other, that conservation planning adapts to a post-REDD world where opportunities and challenges would be relocated."
The research supports the collaborative work by the United Nations and the World Bank and others on preparing countries for a possible REDD regime and then scaling up investments in tropically-forested countries.
UNEP, along with the UN Development Programme and the Food and Agricultural Organization are working in over nine countries including Bolivia, Paraguay, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tanzania, Papua New Guinea and Vietnam. The work compliments that of the World Bank under its Forest Carbon Partnership Facility.
UNEP, with funding from the Global Environment Facility and in partnership with a range of organizations and scientists, is also assessing the potential to 'farm' carbon into landscapes and soils.
The work, initially focusing on western Kenya, Niger, Nigeria and China, aims to generate a universal standard so that investors can know how much carbon is being stored under different farming and land management systems.
This may lead to farmers and landowners being paid for the carbon they store improving the economic value of sustainably farmed and managed land and reducing the risks to biodiversity in landscapes that store lower levels of carbon including those identified in the new report.
News of the study comes as the UN climate convention marks its half way point with Forest Day. Lera Miles, a co-author on the study from UNEP-WCMC, said: "This week's UN climate convention talks will decide how quickly resources will be provided to help developing countries to tackle tropical deforestation. 
Reducing the loss of natural forest is good for many reasons -- it helps to slow global warming by reducing carbon emissions, can conserve threatened species and retain the economically-important ecosystem services upon which forest-dependent people as well as whole economies depend."
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Guardian (UK): Copenhagen sketch: Epic standoff clears the air

18 December 2009
So, deal or no deal? 
As 120 presidents and prime ministers sat down to eat at the Queen of Denmark's palace in Copenhagen tonight, the chances of both appeared equally high. Or low.
Depending on your temperament, within 24 hours or so, the world will have a climate change agreement that should limit carbon emissions and restrict temperatures to a 2C rise; or the talks will fall apart and the chance of an agreement will be lost forever.
Gordon Brown was upbeat, while the usually chipper climate secretary, Ed Miliband, was distinctly cooler. The Bangladeshi negotiators were optimistic, the Maldivians were anxious; China was saying nothing, and Poland was resisting the EU's plans to increase its offer of emission cuts to 30%. Then European MEPs rode in to declare that the EU offer should be raised to 40% cuts.
Rumours abounded: Obama was not coming, the big five emitters had stitched up a deal, and China was sending its president and not it’s prime minister.
 Radiohead singer Thom Yorke arrived at the conference centre and said he was completely baffled by the whole thing and thought it should never have been negotiated by politicians anyway. 
Some countries said the deal depended on money, others on emissions targets. 
Conspirators claimed that the EU planned to crash the deal, fearing that it could be the only bloc of countries to commit itself to major cuts; others whispered that India was divided and that the US had pitched its initial offers deliberately low to allow Obama to ride in and save the day.
But in all the confusion and rumour, it was clear that in the last 24 hours the mood in snowbound Copenhagen had dramatically swung from miserable through gloomy to hopeful. 
Thirty-six hours ago, country after country lined up to suggest that the talks, if not dead, were on life support.
 But from late on Wednesday night the talks were back on track. An epic standoff between rich and poor countries had cleared the diplomatic air. 
Western countries, working through the Danish prime minister, had been plotting to introduce, at the last minute, a new political text that would have forced developing countries to seriously compromise their position.
But the group of 132 developing countries, called the G77 plus China, had prepared its own counter-text. If the Danes had played their card, so would the G77. 
One text would have been explosive. Two would have led to total chaos and, with only hours remaining, the effective collapse of the talks.
In the end no country or bloc dared to risk being branded the one that crashed the summit, so neither played their cards. The talks live. There is climate hope. A bit. Just.
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Reuters: Designer Vivienne Westwood & Artist Maya Lin Call for Crucial Forest Agreement at COP 15

17 December 2009
Heads of state from Guyana, Gabon and Papua New Guinea, as well as artists, and fashion designers turned out in force for the world's forests at a special gala event in Copenhagen.

The event, during the UN climate change meeting, was aimed at supporting more funding toward slowing deforestation, a major contributor to climate change, also linked to poverty.
So far, six developed countries have committed US$3.5 billion (2.4bn) in early funding for forest preservation in the first concrete financial commitment in Copenhagen.
The US, UK, France, Japan, Australia and Norway have pledged money over the next three years to kick-start a global financial fund, called REDD+, under which rich countries would pay developing nations to preserve and enhance their vital forests.
According to the rainforest nations, 20-25 billion euros are needed for capacity building, so that countries can deliver the full mitigation potential of forests for climate and local communities, when performance payments are due after 2013.
REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) has had wide support from rich and poor countries in the talks in the Danish capital, but kick-start funding has been a key demand from developing nations.
"We have shown over and over again that leaving forests standing saves billions of dollars.
 I ask us all to celebrate tonight, but not to be starry-eyed.
 It is not money for free, it is payments for performance. REDD will not develop its potential outside of an ambitious climate deal," said Bharrat Jagdeo, President of Guyana, during the gala event.
"REDD represents one of the greatest opportunities for dealing with the twin challenges of climate change and environmental degradation. It is also a central measure towards a Green Economy in terms of jobs and livelihoods," said Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme.
Deforestation is responsible for nearly a fifth of mankind's greenhouse gas emissions and curbing forest loss is regarded as a key way to brake the pace of global warming.
Maya Lin, the world-renowned artist and designer debuted her new media piece - Unchopping a Tree - and British fashion designer Vivienne Westwood and Anvil Knitwear joined forces to launch a limited edition T-shirt today to support the efforts of rainforest nations.
"I am so glad to have had the opportunity to do this tiny, tiny thing - design a T-shirt - every little bit helps," said Vivienne Westwood. "ACT FAST/SLOW DOWN and stop climate change. That's the message. We must all commit ourselves. Say YES to the Rainforest."
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Reuters: Congo villagers look to Copenhagen to save forest

17 December 2009

Their goal is simple: by creating an ecological inventory of their ancestral home, the tribes hope the world's second largest rainforest will be ringfenced as a weapon to combat climate change and so be spared from commercial loggers.
"If the forest is poorly managed, we won't get anything," said local green activist Dieudonne Nzabi.
"But if it is well managed, we will get more money than from commercial logging," he said, explaining the painstaking efforts of eight villagers this month to log exact coordinates of forest resources from cassava fields to freshwater springs.
While an overall deal from the climate summit in Copenhagen looked elusive on Thursday, a U.N.-backed deal to reward local communities for protecting their forests could yet emerge.

The official chairing negotiations on the so-called REDD (Reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation) scheme said on Wednesday a draft deal was "more or less agreed."
Second in size only to the Amazon rainforest, the 2.2 million square kilometer Congo forest stretches over five Central African nations. Under the REDD scheme, it could provide those countries with a lucrative new revenue stream as long as they can prove they are preserving it properly.
JUSTICE
Yet Congo -- which was told by the International Monetary Fund only this week its external debt had reached unsustainable levels -- must still weigh any such windfall against the lure of revenues and employment from the logging sector.
"In a country where formal employment is very rare, you cannot decide to shut down the forestry sector overnight as it employs 30,000 to 40,000 employees," Congolese Environment Minister Jose Endundo said.
"The forest will not be preserved by keeping the people in poverty ... We want justice," he told reporters before heading to Copenhagen, saying he would demand "several billion dollars" in international aid over 20 years to help combat deforestation.
For the villagers of Manga and many of the other 100 communities across the Congo basin that have also started mapping their resources, the timing is crucial.
The Congolese government is due early next year to start handing out logging permits which ecology groups fear could actually speed the existing deforestation.
The villagers hope they will be able to use their maps to negotiate with the government and logging companies to agree on exclusion zones and social investment projects.
Some forest communities may even obtain forestry concessions and make money by selling carbon offsets that rich nations would buy to meet mandatory emissions reduction obligations at home.
Villagers insist this is not about them becoming rich -- but about protecting a livelihood that is already threatened by logging started before the existing moratorium on new permits and what they say is evidence of illegal logging.
"We must go further and further (for food)," said a farmer and hunter called Lobota. "The animals have gone away."
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Other UNEP News

Fox News (US): Coming Soon: An 'International Environmental Organization'?
17 December 2009
As the Copenhagen climate conference staggers toward the finish line of a star-studded plenary of political leaders on Friday, a number of influential countries — including France and Britain — have been calling for the creation of a new, global regulator to act as the world's environmental steward, equipped with still unspecified powers.

Similar discussions, it appears, have also been taking place for several months inside the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), the world's current environmental watchdog.

According to documents obtained by Fox News, a high-level group of dignitaries from 38 countries, including a bevy of environment ministers and other top environmental bureaucrats, held their first meeting under UNEP auspices last June in the Serbian capital of Belgrade to begin hammering out details of the task of "improving international environmental governance."

The group's plan, according to an elaborate timetable presented at the meeting, was to present its ultimate conclusions on the topic at a meeting of UNEP's supervisory Governing Council, along with a tandem meeting of the world's environmental ministers, entitled the Global Ministerial Environment Forum, in Indonesia next February.

(In the baroque shorthand common to most U.N. institutions, the entire elaborate exercise is now known to insiders as the Belgrade Process.)
"We should not shy away from thinking big," those attending the Belgrade meeting were abjured by UNEP executive director Achim Steiner. He also urged the gathering to come to some definite conclusions "within the next two year period in the run up to the twentieth anniversary of the Rio Summit."

The so-called Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janiero in 1992, is universally regarded as the kick-start to environmental activism that has culminated in the Copenhagen effort to drastically cut global carbon emissions and also begin a dramatic re-ordering of the world economy.

"The scale of environmental change mandates us to act swiftly," Steiner declared, according to a copy of his speaking notes obtained by Fox News. He added, however, that "it is up to ministers and their governments to take a decision on the way forward."
Just how far, and how fast, UNEP hoped to go with its expansive thinking is unclear from the documents obtained by Fox News. But among other things, the conferees appeared to be relying for at least some of their inspiration on discussion papers presented by Steiner at the last meeting of his Governing Council and ministerial forum in Nairobi last February.

One of the papers was entitled "Globalization and the environment — global crises: national chaos?" It outlined a forbidding world scenario of "multiple global crises related to food, fuel, freshwater and finance," capped by the threat of "climate change," then added that "the situation also presents real opportunities to make profound changes in our economies: moving toward a green and low carbon economy."

"The crises the world faces also provide an opportunity to examine the capacity of its governance structures at the national and global levels and to assess whether they are adequate to meet multiple environmental and development challenges and to capitalize on emerging opportunities," the paper declared, in the typically turgid language of U.N. documents.

A second discussion paper describes most of the world's efforts to meet environmental challenges through the U.N. so far as "incremental," and "piecemeal.
" In fact, a special U.N. investigative unit in 2008 described a tangled network of U.N. environmental institutions, treaty bodies and other arrangement that often overlapped, duplicated their efforts, and starved the U.N. subsidiary branches specifically charged with protecting various parts of the environment. 
The same report sharply criticized UNEP for failing to coordinate or even keep track of the proliferating environmental initiatives, and allowing real environmental protection to be superseded by an emphasis on "sustainable development" goals.

The UNEP discussion paper also acknowledges the confusing welter of U.N. agencies, programs, funds and other entities, multilateral environmental agreements and financing mechanisms, not to mention "private sector interests and civil society organizations." 
But rather than point to a definitive answer, it asks a series of relatively opaque but leading questions. Among them:

• Does the "scale and nature of current environmental challenges and opportunities" suggest that "a more transformative change may need to be considered?"

• Does the "debate on international environmental governance" need to be changed into "a debate on global environmental architecture"?
• Would a global meeting on the 20th anniversary of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit "provide an ideal opportunity to set a new direction for global environmental architecture that is better equipped to address future environment and development challenges and opportunities"?

The nature of the questions was clearly intended to push the participants at the meeting in the direction of agreement.

What the elaborate Belgrade Process may suggest is still unknown. 
But an even more pressing question is whether the UNEP process itself will still be relevant at the end of the Copenhagen meeting, especially after President Barack Obama arrives on Friday and pressure rises from the assembled world leaders to announce some kind of global environmental deal — however tenuous — as a successful outcome.

An attempt by Fox News to contact a UNEP official associated with the Belgrade Process, and ask further questions about the relationship between the Copenhagen deliberations and UNEP's internal thinking about world environmental "architecture" was unsuccessful.

The official queried by Fox News, like most of his top-level colleagues, was buried in the hubbub and horse-trading of Copenhagen.
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Canada Free Press (Canada): UN Sponsored Poster Campaign Depicts Humans As Evil Monsters

 17 December 2009

A new poster campaign sponsored by the United Nations depicts humans as evil horror movie monsters intent on slaughtering wildlife, another abhorrent example of how eugenicists are following through on the Club of Rome’s 1991 promise to portray Homo sapiens as the enemy in an effort to construct a world government around the pretext of saving the earth.

The three posters reverse the roles of famous horror movies Jaws, King Kong, and Tarantula, characterizing humans as rampaging monsters out to kill defenseless species. They were produced by the Convention on Migratory Species.

The poster campaign is being sponsored by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), the world’s would-be environmental arm of the global government now being advanced in Copenhagen. Each poster features the UNEP logo at the bottom of the image.
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Reuters: Sochi 2014 chief promises all venues will be ready

18 December 2009

Sochi 2014 chief Dmitry Chernyshenko has dismissed any concerns about the city's ability to host the Winter Olympics and promised that all the venues will be built on time.
A senior Moscow regional official had suggested that his area could host the 2014 Olympic bobsleigh and luge events if Sochi could not build its track on time.
"If the situation with Sochi becomes difficult we can help," the head of the Dmitrov region, Valery Gavrilov, told reporters last weekend at the site of Russia's first bobsleigh and luge track in the village of Paramonovo, just north of Moscow.

Chernyshenko dismissed Gavrilov's suggestion, saying: "I'm sure Paramonovo will host many wonderful international competitions but the 2014 Olympic bobsleigh and luge events will be held in Sochi.
"I guarantee that all Olympic venues will be built on time," he told Reuters.

Sochi needs to build most of the venues and infrastructure from scratch and, despite Chernyshenko's assurances, the construction of the bobsleigh and luge track has given local organisers a headache.
In July, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin ordered organisers to move the track to a new location after the original site was criticised by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as "environmentally unfriendly".
Putin said the move had been agreed with the International Olympic Committee (IOC).

This week, a powerful winter storm swept through Sochi, causing major damage to the Black Sea port and creating havoc at some of the Olympic venues.
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RTV (Italia):Tadić na konferenciji u Kopenhagenu
18. decembar 2009. 
Predsednik Srbije Boris Tadić učestvovaće danas na konferenciji UN o klimatskim promenama u Kopenhagenu.

Tadić je sinoć doputovao u Kopenhagen, gde je bio gost na prijemu koji je za lidere oko 120 zemalja učesnica Konferencije priredila danska kraljica Margareta Druga.

U delegaciji Srbije je i ministar životne sredine i prostornog planiranja Oliver Dulić, koji na Konferenciji učestvuje kao predsedavajući Programa UN za zaštitu životne sredine (UNEP).

Dulić je izjavio da se danas očekuje usvajanje političke deklaracije koja bi predviđala nastavak pregovora o smanjenju emisije gasova sa efektom staklene bašte.

Prema njegovim rečima, teško je oceniti da li će Konferencija imati onakav uspeh kakav se u početku očekivao, zbog velikih razlika između bogatih i siromašnih zemalja.

Dulić je naglasio da se Srbija pridružuje Evropskoj uniji (EU) u apelima da se dođe do rešenja i da je spremna da aktivno učestvuje u nekoj vrsti posredništva, kao predsedavajući UNEP.

U Kopenhagenu se danas, završnog dana konferencije koja je počela 7. decembra, okupljaju lideri zemalja sveta.

Cilj te konferencije jeste postizanje novog globalnog sporazuma za borbu protiv klimatskih promena, koji bi posle 2012. godine zamenio sadašnji Kjoto protokol.
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Green Right Now (Blog):Clinton cuts through the noise with pledge of $100 billion by 2020

17 December 2009

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke to a packed press conference, pledging that the U.S. would help raise $100 billion a year by 2020 in aid to developing nations to mitigate climate change effects.
Her words, despite the surrounding maelstrom of discontented protesters, developing nations worried about being marginalized and others who’ve declared the talks either stalled or in chaos, could help bring clarity as the historic summit lurches toward a close on Friday.

The pledge, which Clinton said would come from a mix of public and private money, including funds raised on the carbon market, speaks to both those negotiating on behalf of the other leading nations who want to see the U.S. put real money on the table, and to those in developing nations, many of whom doubt that the rich nations have the political will to put up a strong and well-funded fight against climate change.

The Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen said the negotiating nations must now work as hard as they can to make final compromises.

NGOs and climate activists, some of whom have been concerned that poor, developing nations have been marginalized at the talks, expressed hope as well.

“We are heartened by Secretary Clinton’s commitment to significant financial resources of $100 billion dollars a year by 2020 to help developing countries weather the negative impacts of climate change,” said David Waskow, a spokesperson for Oxfam International, which represents a collaboration of humanitarian groups.

“It is absolutely crucial that this funding come from public sources in developed countries and be additional to current development assistance commitments. 
Private financing is no substitute for public investment in the [aiding the] resilience of the poorest and most vulnerable communities.”

“If such public financing is put on the table, it could truly move us closer to a global deal on climate change.”

Frances Beinecke, president of the Natural Resources Defense Council, said Clinton’s remarks had “reenergized the talks here. 
What’s needed now is a meaningful agreement that delivers effective action on climate change. That means commitments to cut carbon emissions in a clear and transparent way.”

Other climate action groups were not as hopeful. 
Friends of the Earth and others wanted to know how much of the stated $100 billion would come from public money, which some groups believe should be the main source of aid. 
The Center for Biodiversity noted that Clinton’s pledge is helpful, but the U.S. must reduce carbon emissions significantly as well.

“The U.S. may finally have pledged to help pay for more lifeboats, but without committing to meaningful emissions reductions, President Obama is still steering the Titanic directly toward the iceberg,” said Kassie Siegel, director of the Climate Law Institute of the Center for Biological Diversity.
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AFP: Japan mines toxic e-waste for precious materials

17 December 2009
Seeking to turn an environmental problem into an economic opportunity, high-tech companies in resource-poor Japanare mining mountains of toxic e-waste for precious materials.
One model project, the sprawling Panasonic Eco Technology Centre, sits in lush rice fields an hour's drive outside of Osaka city.
Inside, workers and humming machines disassemble flat-panel televisions, refrigerators and air conditioners, sorting their metal and plastic components into boxes for recycling.

About 90 percent of dismantled parts are reused in one way or another, says Yutaka Maehara, a manager at the plant.
Among the most precious parts are metals such as copper that are becoming more expensive on the world market, while the plant also isolates toxic components such as heavy metals and dangerous gases.
The plant aims to leave a minimal environmental footprint and to be a good neighbour in its quaint rural setting.
"In the beginning residents here had some concerns," said Panasonic spokeswoman Kyoko Ishii. "But as you see, we've been operating the plant without polluting the water and the rice is growing without problems."

Japan has come a long way since the 1950s, 60s and 70s when it emerged at breakneck speed as Asia's economic engine room, boosting living standards but often at a devastating environmental cost.
The skies over Tokyo, Yokohama and other industrial centres then were often choked with pollution, in the way those over parts of China are today, while waterways darkened with industrial effluent.
Since then Japan has tightened many emission standards and other safeguards and launched in 2001 a recycling system that separates paper, glass and aluminium cans from household rubbish that can be incinerated.
Today people who want to dispose of electronic appliances have to pay an average of 28 dollars for a washing machine, 32 dollars for a TV set and 54 dollars for a fridge, according to the industry ministry.
The volume of garbage dumped in landfills every year has shrunk to roughly one third of 1990 levels.
Used mobile phone handsets and digital cameras are now often called 'city mines' for the precious metals they contain, such as gold, silver and copper.
The government recently launched a campaign to encourage cellphone users to return their old handsets to mobile phone companies for recycling.
One pioneer in Japan has been camera maker Canon, which started recycling toner cartridges from its printers about 20 years ago and now reuses 90 percent of the components of its photocopiers.
"Our system is closed loop recycling, which means used parts from our products are used again in our products," said Tomonori Iwashita, the executive officer in charge of Canon's environmental policy.
"Because we are a corporate entity, we don't make recycling efforts unless it is useful for our business. If you can recycle cheaply and reduce the burden on the environment then that's good for your business too."
But despite manufacturers' efforts to go green, some disposal companies still dump dangerous materials, said Tetsuya Sekiguchi, an activist who has joined several residents' lawsuits against waste landfills.
"I've been working on the problems of garbage pollution for decades, but the situation of illegal dumping has not improved a bit as there are few conscientious recycling companies," he said.
Another challenge is "the impact of economic globalisation on the recycling industry," said Yuichi Moriguchi, head of the waste and recycling research centre at the National Institute for Environmental Studies.
"Asian countries, led by China, are absorbing Japanese waste materials and thereby causing a shortage of materials for the Japanese recycling industry" which has the most sophisticated technologies, Moriguchi said.

Because of very basic and dangerous extraction methods -- for example by burning the plastic off metal parts in the open -- waste from Japan often causes health and environmental problems in other Asian countries, he said.
"We need to build an international system of recycling" so that Japan's technologies can be fully utilised, Moriguchi said.
In the long term, he said, "it's important to seek materials made from sustainable resources, such as plants, with less energy and less pollution ... because relying on limited resources such as petroleum will bring trouble in the future".
Canon and synthetic fibre maker Toray Industries Inc. have jointly developed a high quality plastic made from corn, which has been used in keyboards and components of its office machines.
"Even though it is made from corn, its fire resistance is about the same as that of conventional plastic," Iwashita said.
To expand research into sustainable materials, he said, Canon needs other companies, including major materials manufacturers, to come on board.
"We can't do it alone," he said. "We have to work as a wider group."
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LA Times (US): Most throw cold water on China warming theory

17 December 2009

Reporting from Beijing - In the debate over global warming, some historical meteorologists in China pose a contrarian view.

Their theory, in a nutshell? Some like it hot.

Looking back over the millenniums, these scientists suggest that China has prospered during periods when temperatures are higher than usual. Conversely, they point out, cold spells have accompanied tragedies along the order of barbarian invasions, collapsing dynasties and civil war.

The proposition that global warming might actually be good for China, or at least a mixed blessing, has been quietly discussed -- and largely dismissed -- in academic circles here.

Those who see possible good in global warming for China rarely speak about it publicly, fearing that they will be seen as being out of step with the scientific mainstream.

But beneath the surface, the theory is not completely discounted.

"There are many different opinions in China about global warming, but people express them only in private," said Ge Jianxiong, director of the institute of Chinese history and geographic studies at Shanghai's Fudan University.

Scientific studies show that the Mongol invasions under Genghis Khan at the beginning of the 13th century were hastened by a sharp drop in temperatures and the phenomenon known as desertification.

"With the cold temperatures there was a drought in Mongolia. Since people were eating livestock which fed on the grasslands, they needed to go south," said Xie Zhenghui, of the Chinese Academy of Sciences' International Center for Climate and Environmental Sciences. "When there was warmer weather and more rain, the Mongols didn't need to attack the south."

The same went for pre-Khan invaders. 
The Western Zhou dynasty came to an abrupt end in 771 BC, when the effects of cold weather drove barbarian tribes southward to sack the city of Xian, the capital whose glory is epitomized in the artistry of the terra-cotta warriors.

Higher temperatures, on the other hand, have marked periods of major progress.

During the Shang dynasty, (1766-1050 BC), when China began developing its writing system, the average temperature around the Yellow River basin where China was centered was about 52 degrees, slightly higher than today's average.

The golden age of Chinese classics, epitomized by the life of Confucius (551-479 BC) and the Tang dynasty (AD 618-907), which many historians consider the high point of Chinese power and civilization, also coincided with warmer than average weather.

Temperatures also have been rising since Mao Tse-tung's founding of the People's Republic of China in 1949, most sharply in the 1980s and '90s -- the same period the Chinese economy exploded.

"Historically, when the temperatures were warmer, the dynasties were more prosperous," said Xie, of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. "That led some people to theorize that global warming might be good for China."

Xie hastened to add that the theory has been largely dismissed in academic circles -- in large part because it focused on northern dynasties, when in fact the center of power has been shifting southward.

"Warming might be good for agriculture in the north and west, but it would be a disaster for the coastal cities and for the south where Chinese industry is located," Xie said.

These days, temperatures in China are about 1.8 degrees higher than they were in the 1950s and almost as high as in the glory days of the Tang dynasty, according to the Yellow River Conservancy Commission.

Though there are silver linings -- such as a longer growing season for winter wheat in the northwest -- mainstream Chinese scientists worry about the effects of melting glaciers on the Tibetan plateau and flooding in cities like Shanghai. More than 300 miles of the railroad line to Tibet, completed in 2006, was built on permafrost that some say could become unstable if temperatures rise.

"It is true that Chinese civilization peaked during periods of warm weather, but I don't think now that global warming will help either Chinese agriculture or development," said Wang Zheng of the Chinese Academy of Sciences' Institute of Policy and Management.

He said he once believed that climate change could be beneficial for China, but has since changed his mind, and said he isn't alone.

"Five years ago many people believed global warming would be good for China, but in recent years, those voices have disappeared in the mainstream."

Fudan University's Ge, who calls himself a dissenter on the subject of climate change, doesn't believe that rising temperatures will necessarily help China, but he doesn't think they'll hurt much either. 
He said that China has quietly planned, for example, by installing cooling mechanisms on the railway to Tibet to prevent thawing and accounting for rising sea levels in building near the coast.

"I'm not saying that we shouldn't do everything we can to protect the environment, but these dire predictions of catastrophes are laughable," Ge said.

At the extreme end, some Chinese believe that climate change will hasten the coming of an era in which China dominates at the expense of Europe, where temperatures could drop as a result of a weakening of warming Atlantic ocean currents caused by melting glaciers.

"Europe will become as cold as Siberia. Much arable land will disappear and the continent will no longer be fit for human habitation," a Chinese blogger who writes under the name Feitie Zhiyi suggested in a posting last week. "China should emit more CO2 and make the world warmer! This will only do good to China and bring nothing bad.

"As for the Europeans, it's better to freeze all of them to death!"
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New climate change deal in sight, Ban says as Copenhagen talks near end
With only 24 hours to go before the scheduled end of the historic United Nations climate change talks in Copenhagen, Denmark, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today voiced optimism that a new agreement will be reached.

Mr. Ban acknowledged that negotiations have been proceeding slowly in “one of the most

complex and complicated and most difficult processes that you can imagine,” but

emphasized to journalists that he believes “we can seal the deal, still,” in the Danish capital.
All the major players have made important commitments for mitigation and all of the key

financial elements needed for a new agreement are on the table, he noted.
With over 130 heads of State and government gathered in Copenhagen, “if they can’t seal the deal, who can?” the Secretary-General asked, exhorting the leaders to use their common sense, courage and ability to compromise to ensure a new accord is reached.
“We do not have any more time to waste,” he underlined.
In response to a reporter’s question, Mr. Ban welcomed today’s announcement by United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton that the nation would help to raise $100 billion annually by 2020 to assist developing nations combat climate change.
“I am sure it will have a very important political dynamic in our current negotiations,” he said, noting that he has issued repeated calls for leaders to make firm mid- and longer-term pledges beyond the commitment made to provide $10 billion a year until 2012.
Negotiations resumed today in Copenhagen after they had stalled over divisions between States, and the Secretary-General met with Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, Mexican President Felipe Calderon and Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono on the sidelines of the talks as part of his efforts to overcome the divisions.
He also took part in talks with leaders from Australia, Bangladesh, Denmark, Indonesia, the Maldives, Mexico, Norway,Viet Nam and the United Kingdom, and is scheduled to later meet with the leaders of Gabon and Israel, as well as the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority.
Likening the negotiating process in Copenhagen to climbing a large hill, Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), told journalists at a press conference at the summit today that, after the announced resumption of work, “the cable car is moving again.”
Contact groups have been set up to address outstanding political issues, and the UNFCCC official said that these bodies must take stock of progress achieved in their meetings by this evening.
Pointing to this as an “encouraging” sign, he said that “we now have clarity on the process, we have clarity on the docs that will be the basis for work, [and] we have clarity that the process will be transparent.”
Yesterday, the Secretary-General said that emissions reductions and financing remain the key issues in the talks on a new agreement.
The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has found that to stave off the worst effects of climate change, industrialized countries must slash greenhouse gas emissions by 25 to 40 per cent from 1990 levels by 2020, and that global emissions must be halved by 2050.
“I hope that the developed countries should come out with more ambitious mid-term target by 2020 against the 1990 level,”Mr. Ban told reporters in Copenhagen.

He also called for “sufficient financial and technological support for the developing countries, particularly the most vulnerable States.”
In a related development, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has underscored that helping to expand climate science is just one of the contributions it is making in the fight against climate change.
“Thanks to its interdisciplinary capacities, UNESCO can render a unique contribution to mitigation and adaptation to climate change through distinct action in education, the sciences, culture, communication and information,” Director-General Irina Bokova announced yesterday in Copenhagen.
In particular, she said, UNESCO can assist in expanding the knowledge base of climate science through its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), in close collaboration with the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO), to better understand and forecast climate phenomena.
UNESCO also seeks to further education on climate change though teacher training, educational strategies and curricula revision, among other actions, as part of the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.
Further, the agency will promote cultural and biological diversity, as well as deal with the various ethical and social dimensions of climate change, including migration issues.
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SECRETARY-GENERAL CONVINCED DEAL ON CLIMATE CHANGE IS WITHIN REACH IN COPENHAGEN
· The Secretary-General is engaging today in intensive discussions with world leaders who have gathered in Copenhagen for climate change negotiations. He is convinced that a deal is within reach, as he reiterated in remarks to the press.
 

· His first bilateral meeting today was with Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao. And he also took part in meetings including leaders from Australia, Bangladesh, Denmark, Indonesia, the Maldives, Mexico, Norway, Vietnam and the United Kingdom. He also had separate meetings with President Felipe Calderon of Mexico and Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.
 

· Also on his list of bilateral meetings today are the Presidents of Gabon and Israel and the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority.
 

· Asked about the meeting with the Israeli President, the Spokesman later added that the Secretary-General and Israeli President Shimon Peres discussed the Goldstone report, humanitarian concern over Gaza, the Middle East peace process and settlements.
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