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Detroit News (US): Commentary: America needs global green New Deal

By Achim Steiner

With unemployment soaring, bankruptcies climbing, and stock markets in free-fall, it may at first glance seem sensible to ditch the fight against climate change and put environmental investments on hold. But this would be a devastating mistake of immediate, as well as inter-generational, proportions. 

Far from burdening an already over-stressed, over-stretched global economy, environmental investments are exactly what is needed to get people back to work, get order books flowing, and assist in powering economies back to health. 

In the past, concern for the environment was viewed as a luxury; today, it is a necessity -- a point grasped by some, but by no means all, economic architects yet. 

A big slice of President Barack Obama's $825 billion stimulus package for the United States includes a boost to renewable energy, weatherizing a million homes and upgrading the country's inefficient electricity grid. Such investments could generate an estimated five million "green-collar" jobs, provide a shot in the arm for the construction and engineering industries, and get America back into the equally serious business of combating climate change and achieving energy security. 

The Republic of Korea, which is losing jobs for the first time in more than five years, has also spotted the green lining to grim economic times. President Lee Myung-Bak's government plans to invest $38 billion employing people to clean up four major rivers and reduce disaster risks by building embankments and water-treatment facilities. 

Other elements of Lee's plan include construction of eco-friendly transportation networks, such as high-speed railways and hundreds of kilometers of bicycle tracks and generating energy using waste methane from landfills. The package also counts on investments in hybrid vehicle technologies. 

Similar pro-employment "Green New Deal" packages have been lined up in China, Japan and the United Kingdom. They are equally relevant to developing economies in terms of jobs, fighting poverty, and creating new opportunities at a time of increasingly uncertain commodity prices and exports. 

In South Africa, the government-backed Working for Water initiative -- which employs more than 30,000 people, including women, youth, and the disabled -- also sees opportunity in crisis. The country spends roughly $60 million annually fighting invasive alien plants that threaten native wildlife, water supplies, important tourism destinations, and farmland. 

This work is set to expand as more than 40 million tons of invasive alien plants are harvested for power-station fuel. As a result, an estimated 500 megawatts of electricity, equal to 2 percent of the country's electricity needs, will be generated, along with more than 5,000 jobs. 

So it is clear that some countries now view environmental investments in infrastructure, energy systems and ecosystems as among the best bets for recovery. Others may be unsure about the potential returns from investing in ecosystem services such as forest carbon storage or in renewable energy for the 80 percent of Africans who have no access to electricity. Still others may simply be unaware of how to precisely follow suit. 

In early February, the United Nations Environment Program will convene some of the world's leading economists at the UN's headquarters in New York. A strategy for a Global Green New Deal, tailored to different national challenges, will be fleshed out to assist world leaders and ministers craft stimulus packages that work on multiple fronts. 

The Global Green New Deal, which UNEP launched as a concept in October, responds to the economic malaise. Spent wisely, however, these stimulus packages could trigger far-reaching and transformational trends, setting the stage for a more sustainable, urgently needed green economy for the 21st century. 

The trillions of dollars that have been mobilized to address woes, together with the trillions of investors' dollars waiting in the wings, represent an opportunity that was unthinkable only 12 months ago: the chance to steer a more resource-efficient and intelligent course that can address problems ranging from climate change and natural-resource scarcity to water shortages and biodiversity loss. 

Blindly pumping the bailout billions into old industries and exhausted economic models will be throwing good money after bad while mortgaging our children's future. Instead, political leaders must use these windfalls to invest in innovation, promote sustainable businesses, and encourage new patterns of decent, long-lasting employment. 

Achim Steiner, a United Nations under-secretary general, is executive director of the UN Environment Program. Distributed by Project Syndicate. 
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Reuters: Defiant Argentine glacier thrives despite warming

Tue Feb 3, 2009 1:08pm EST
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LOS GLACIARES NATIONAL PARK, Argentina (Reuters) - Climate change appears to be helping Argentina's mighty Perito Moreno glacier, which is thriving in defiance of the global warming that is shrinking its peers.

While most of the world's glaciers are melting away because of warmer temperatures, scientists say the Perito Moreno ice field, known as "The White Giant", is gaining as much as 3 meters (10 feet) a day in some parts, pushed forward by heavy snowfalls in the Patagonia region.

"Glaciers don't respond solely to temperature changes," said Martin Stuefer, a Patagonian expert from the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

He said the area's heavy precipitation has apparently increased along with the world's recent climatic shifts, combining with strong, cold Patagonian winds to reinforce the glacier.

"Climate change is not the same everywhere," Stuefer said by telephone from Alaska.

The creaking Perito Moreno is one of the largest glaciers in South America and by far the most famous because it is so accessible to tourists despite its location about 3,000 km (1,900 miles) southwest of Buenos Aires.

Visitors crowd onto boats and viewing platforms to see the 30 km-long (18 mile-long) glacier noisily hurl huge blocks of blue-tinged ice into Lake Argentino.

Scientists say nearly 90 percent of the glaciers in Antarctica and Patagonia -- at the southern tip of South America -- are melting quickly. The same is happening in the Arctic, the Andes, the Alps, the Himalayas and elsewhere in response to climate change linked to human activity.

The average melting rate of the world's mountain glaciers has doubled since the year 2000, the U.N. Environment Programme and the World Glacier Monitoring Service said in a recent report.

Melting glaciers threaten to cause rising sea levels and dry up steady sources of fresh water that people now depend on for farming, drinking and even hydropower.

But glaciers are also affected by other factors such as snowfalls, winds, altitude and shade, and the Perito Moreno is among the few resisting the broad trend.

"A small percentage seems to be doing strange things," David Vaughan, a British Antarctic Survey glaciologist and member of the United Nations climate panel, said by telephone from a field mission in Antarctica. "The odd 13 percent are either stable or advancing a little."

There are limits to the Perito Moreno's aggressive advance, however. It periodically reaches as far forward as it can toward the Magallanes Peninsula and then sheds a large section of its front in a spectacular phenomena known as "la ruptura," or the rupture.

More than 190 governments have agreed to work out by the end of 2009 a new U.N. treaty to rein in fossil fuel emissions and slow global warming, fearing that rising seas could swamp low-lying islands or flood coastal cities from Amsterdam to Sydney.
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Other Environment News
Reuters: Climate bill seen possible "in weeks"

Tue Feb 3, 7:57 pm ET

WASHINGTON (Reuters) – The Senate's top environmental lawmaker offered a preview on Wednesday of major component of climate change legislation she said could be introduced "in weeks, not months."

"We are not sitting back and waiting for some magic moment," Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat who chairs the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, told reporters. "We're ready to go."

Boxer shepherded carbon-capping legislation to the Senate floor last year, the most progress any climate change bill has made in the U.S. Congress. That bill won 48 votes, with 36 opposed, but died after a procedural maneuver by opponents.

Any new legislation to limit emissions of climate-warming carbon dioxide -- such as those from coal-fired power plants and fossil-fueled vehicles -- would build on that earlier measure, but would not follow it exactly, Boxer said.

"We may move in three weeks, we may move in six weeks, we could move in 10 weeks," she said. "We could get a bill out of committee tomorrow ... I want to get a bill out of there that every member has a stake in, every member understands every word of it, and so it will take a while ...

"It could be weeks, not months, but it will be before the end of this year," she said.

That timeline would dovetail with moves toward an international agreement on climate change, set to be worked out in Copenhagen in December.

Environmental activists, including Boxer, have hailed the new Obama administration's commitment to U.S. leadership in the global process, as well as support for a law to cap carbon emissions and trade allowances for them in the United States.

"PRINCIPLES" FOR A U.S. GLOBAL WARMING LAW

Boxer's principles for global warming legislation aim for a law that would:

-- set "certain and enforceable" short and long-term emissions targets;

-- ensure state and local entities keep working to address global warming;

-- establish a market-based system that cuts carbon emissions;

-- use revenues from this carbon market to help consumers make the transition to clean energy and invest in new technology and efficiency measures;

-- ensure a level global playing field with incentives for polluting countries to give their share to the international effort to curb climate change.

These goals won quick applause from environmental and conservation groups, including the National Wildlife Federation, the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, Environment America and Environmental Defense Fund.

The Electric Reliability Coordinating Council, which represents power companies, voiced encouragement with some reservations, saying the principles "offered many areas of common ground between the public interest community and the private sector."

The council said in a statement that cost containment and the use of new technologies were not emphasized enough in Boxer's document, and questioned the document's "apparent commitment" to let state and local programs continue after a federal law is in place. 
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Guardian (UK): Democrats set December deadline for draft law on capping US emissions

Tuesday 3 February 2009 17.33 GMT 

Barbara Boxer pledges to produce draft greenhouse gas emissions bill before the Copenhagen round of climate change negotiations in December

Democrat leaders in Congress committed to swift action on a green agenda today, promising draft cap and trade legislation for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions before the Copenhagen round of climate change negotiations in December.

Environmental campaigners had been apprehensive about the chances of the Senate ratifying a new international treaty – a successor to the Kyoto protocol – to combat global warming unless a consensus had already been reached on Capitol Hill.

Barbara Boxer, the chair of the Senate environment and public works committee, said she was determined to produce a draft cap and trade bill that would have a strong chance of passage. Congress voted down a bill to reduce greenhouse gas emissions last year.

"I want to get a bill out of committee that every member has a stake in," she said. "It could be weeks, not months, but it will be before the end of the year."

The pledge from Boxer comes as Democrats try to capitalise on their majority in Congress and the installation of a strongly green president in Barack Obama to press ahead on an environmental agenda.

"When you had a president in the past who wasn't interested in this issue, why were people going to go the extra mile to move on this?" said Amy Klobuchar, a Democratic senator from Minnesota and a member of the committee. "Now we have a president who wants to move on it."

Democrats are lobbying hard for Obama's economic rescue package, now making its way through Congress, arguing that its green focus will help create - not reduce - jobs. There were also calls today to set aside substantially more funds for public transport in the stimulus package.

Boxer, a Californian who will be crucial in steering through any forthcoming legislation, said she had reached a consensus for future action among fellow Democrats on the committee.

Flanked by Democratic senators and representatives from environmental and business organisations, she sketched out six broad guiding principles:

• a commitment to reducing emissions to levels guided by science to avoid global warming;

• setting enforceable short- and long-term emissions targets;

• establishing a carbon market;

• investing in clean technology;

• supporting efforts by local and state governments to deal with climate change;

• supporting developing nations.

But the challenge for Boxer was underlined by the vagueness of the principles and the absence of any show of support from Republicans on the committee. Boxer's Republican counterpart is Jim Inhofe, notorious for his description of global warming as a hoax.

Despite Obama's election, and a public relations campaign by Democrats pushing the job-creating potential of a green economy, the Republican remains adamantly opposed to action on climate change.

Conservative-leaning Democrats have also expressed scepticism about legislation on emissions, fearing it will cost jobs, so Boxer and her Democrat supporters will need some careful navigation to avoid repeating last year's failed attempt to pass legislation.

She was reluctant to discuss the specifics of future legislation. "We are not here to talk about the exact numbers, but we will say that science will guide us," Boxer said.
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AP: Alternative energy's banner year ends with a clang

Tue Feb 3, 3:23 pm ET

DENVER – As the United States became the world leader in wind power, venture capitalists poured money into alternative energy projects until the recession hit in October, drying up investments and stalling projects.

The quick turnaround shows how rapidly the global economy deteriorated and how fast money for alternative energy dried up.

Fourth-quarter venture capital investment totaled $954 million, down 44 percent from $1.7 billion invested in the third quarter of 2008, according to an analysis released Tuesday by Ernst & Young LLP. For the year, venture capital investment hit a record $4.7 billion.

There is a wide belief that the alternative energy will experience immense growth in the coming years, yet frozen credit markets and falling stock prices have been particularly harsh on the sector.

All eyes are on President Barack Obama and Congress where a $885 billion stimulus plan is before the Senate.

The outlines of that measure reflect a change in political priorities, with an emphasis on spending and tax breaks to encourage production of alternative energy sources and new efficiencies for buildings.

There is cautious optimism about how far the technology has advanced, but much of it is evolving or experimental.

"As a whole, the industry is still not generating cash flow so capital from investors is still a predominance of the funding mechanism for the industry," Ernst & Young clean technology analyst Joseph Muscat said. "That's venture capital, that's private equity, that's investors from the public equity markets, it's debt, the whole thing."

Some companies are especially sensitive to the economic downturn because they do not have a sustained, healthy internal cash flow.

While alternative energy remains a small fraction of all power used, wind and solar are among the fastest growing in the United States.

The U.S. has become tops in the world in wind power installations, the Brussels-based Global Wind Energy Council reported Monday. The nation added 8,358 megawatts in 2008 to put total capacity at 25,170 megawatts. Germany has 23,902 megawatts of capacity.

The industry is closely tied to venture capital, however.

Venture capital investment has grown steadily since 2002 when just 43 U.S. clean energy companies raised $234 million. Investment has increased at a compound annual growth rate of 65 percent through the $4.7 billion invested in 171 companies in 2008.

When that outside funding dries up the industry is vulnerable, and not just in the United States.

A recent report by London-based consulting firm New Energy Finance, which found overall global investment in clean energy dropped sharply in the second half to $155 billion for the year, but for the year was up 4.4 percent from $148 billion from 2007. Venture capital investment was about $3.9 billion of the total.

Ethan Zindler, who heads the North American research arm of New Energy, said it's difficult to say which companies will recover more quickly given the unique circumstances in each country.

In the United States, much will depend on how Congress structures its economic stimulus package. Proposals include $14.4 billion for government energy efficiency and renewable energy programs, $4.5 billion for a smart electricity grid; $2.9 billion to weatherize modest-income homes and a tax credit extension for renewable energy production.

"We're in an interesting situation where I think a lot of the industry right now is literally in a wait and see mode," Zindler said. "Some of the biggest questions should be answered fairly quickly if they move at the speed that they've been promising." 

During the fourth quarter, the U.S. electricity generation segment, led by solar companies, received $539 million, or 57 percent of all capital invested, Ernst & Young said. 

Alternative fuels garnered $236 million, or about 24 percent of the quarter's total capital, the report showed. Biofuels raised $140 million and the natural gas segment raised $96 million. 

That industry has been hit by a series of bankruptcies as the market became saturated, including VeraSun Energy Corp., the nation's second largest ethanol producer. 

About $68 million, or 7 percent, was invested in energy efficiency.
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Guardian (UK): Wind power becomes Europe's fastest growing energy source

Tuesday 3 February 2009 12.33 GMT 

Europe installs 20 wind turbines a day and 10 EU states reach wind power capacity of more than 1GW

More wind power was installed in the EU than any other electricity-generating technology in 2008, according to data released yesterday.

The European Wind Energy Association (EWEA) produced figures showing wind power provided 43% of new capacity – or almost two gigawatts (GW) – compared with 35% for gas, 13% for oil, 4% for coal and 2% for hydro power.

The EWEA's claim that wind power is the fastest growing technology in Europe for the first time came as it emerged that the US overtook Germany last year – before Barack Obama entered the White House with his "green" agenda - to become the world's number one wind power installer.

The Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) said China, whose capacity doubled for the fourth year in a row, was set to reach second place by 2010 – meeting its 2020 target of 30GW 10 years ahead of schedule.

EWEA's figures come at a period of heightened EU debate over the role of nuclear power, with France awarding the contract for its second EPR (the controversial European Pressurised Reactor) to state-owned EDF last week.

There is also concern over the viability of plans to generate 20% of primary energy from renewables by 2020, the future of carbon emissions trading and the security of gas supplies after the latest Russia-Ukraine dispute.

Christian Kjaer, the EWEA chief executive, said: "The figures show that wind energy is the undisputed number one choice in Europe's efforts to move towards clean, indigenous renewable power." On each average working day in Europe last year, 20 wind turbines were installed.

The new wind power capacity, costing €11bn (£9.9bn), should, in a normal year, produce 142 TWH (terawatt hours) of electricity or about 4.2% of EU demand and abate 100m tonnes of CO2 a year – equal to taking more than 50m cars off Europe's roads.

Germany and Spain both installed more than 1.6GW while the UK added 836MW (megawatts) to reach 3.24GW. Ten of the EU's 27 states have now got wind power capacity of more than 1GW.

Global capacity grew by 27GW to reach almost 121GW by the end of 2008, prompting Steve Sawyer, the head of GWEC, to assert that wind energy was the only technology capable of delivering the necessary CO2 cuts in the critical period up to 2020. Investments last year totalled €36.5bn.

US capacity now totals 25GW, after leaping by a half in 2008, with Germany close behind at 24GW. But the GWEC admitted that financing for new projects and orders "slowed to a trickle" in the US as the economic crisis deepened.

China, which added 6.3GW, now has 12.2GW of capacity and the country has identified wind energy as a key growth component in its economic stimulus package. Li Junfeng, the head of the Chinese Renewable Energy Industry Association, said new capacity would almost double again this year.
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BBC News (UK): Liberian crop pest mystery solved 

A mystery pest which has devoured crops and contaminated water in Liberia and Guinea has finally been identified. 

The insects, thought to be armyworms, are in fact the caterpillars of the moth Achaea catocaloides, says the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization. 

Cornering the culprit will allow the government to select the best pesticide to tackle the outbreak - the worst seen in Liberia since 1970. 

More than 20,000 people have so far had to evacuate their homes. 

As well as devouring coffee, cocoa and plantain crops, the invaders have polluted drinking water sources with their faeces. 

Emergency measures 

Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf declared a national state of emergency after caterpillars were reported to have infested more than 100 villages, including several over the border in Guinea. 

During a field investigation last week, insect scientists from the FAO and the Liberian Agriculture Ministry took samples of the caterpillars, their larvae and their pupae. 

They established that the insects were not armyworms, as had been reported, but could not identify the species. 

The team sent pictures of both moths and caterpillars to experts at the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture in Nigeria. 

They confirmed that the species is A.catocaloides, a pest endemic to West Africa. 

"The farmers in Liberia know these caterpillars but they have never seen them on this scale. It is extraordinary what has been seen here," said Dr Winfred Hammond, an FAO entomologist, based in Accra, Ghana. 

Farmers were described as "shocked" by the scale of the swarms, in a report by the investigations team. 

"The citizenry were horribly alarmed and frightened as they saw their environment (crops, water and buildings) covered by swarms of caterpillars and therefore had to cry for help," said the report. 

"The government responded positively... but the country was ill-prepared for containment since it lacked the capacity for actual diagnosis of the situation and institutional structures and resources for efficient and effective containment." 

One piece of good news for farmers is that the caterpillars are likely to be easier to control than armyworms would have been. 

They spin their cocoons on the ground under fallen leaves, which leaves them relatively exposed. Armyworms bore 4-5cm into the ground to pupate and are thus much tougher to eradicate. 

The next stage is to step up a program of pesticide spraying which until now has failed to reach any more than a dozen of more than 100 affected villages, according to Dr Hammond. 

"We really have some homework to do now - because the caterpillars are still spreading. They are in Guinea already," he told BBC News. 

Learning lessons 

"We cannot avoid applying pesticides. Now that we have an accurate identification, we can choose a pesticide which is specific to this species of caterpillar. 

"But in the long term, we have to take this as an opportunity to develop early warning strategies for countries in West Africa. Not only for these caterpillars, but for other migratory pests." 

Dr Hammond spoke on his way to an emergency meeting in Liberia, where representatives from the governments of Liberia and Guinea, the regional grouping Ecowas, and the FAO will discuss strategies for halting the spread of the caterpillars. 

One challenge will be reaching the sites of the caterpillar eggs - which are laid on the leaves of very tall Dahoma trees. 

These eggs hatch into caterpillars which feed on the leaves of the trees until they mature and fall to the ground, where they pupate. 

Caterpillars which are not yet mature begin migrating in search of food - leading them to crop fields, into water bodies and residential areas. 

The cause of this year's unexpectedly large outbreak is likely to be unusual weather patterns, according to Dr Kenneth Wilson, an ecologist from Lancaster University. 

"With such widespread outbreaks, something has to be done," said Dr Wilson, an expert on armyworms. 

"Because the larvae pupate above ground, destroying these by trampling or fire is an option, but if the outbreaks are really extensive then this might have little impact at national level. 

"Vigilance is the key, as control will be much easier if that they stamp down on the next generation of outbreaks early on, when the caterpillars are small and vulnerable. 

"However, if they are feeding in tall trees, this can be extremely difficult without aircraft sprayers." 
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Reuters: Not all "green" jobs pay well

Tue Feb 3, 2009 5:25pm EST

 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Obama administration has high hopes that millions of "green" jobs will be created by investing billions of dollars in renewable energy, but a report on Tuesday warned not all those workers would earn good pay.

"Green jobs are not automatically good jobs," according to the report commissioned by several U.S. labor and environmental groups, which looked at pay practices at renewable energy companies.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow of Michigan and Rep. Jay Inslee of Washington, both Democrats released the report a day before hundreds of labor, environmental and business activists were scheduled to go to Capitol Hill to lobby for good-paying green jobs.

"Our survey results suggest that wind and solar manufacturing workers earn more than the typical employee at a Wal-Mart store, but it would be a stretch to say that all of them have good jobs," the report said.

Wage rates at many wind and solar manufacturing facilities are below the national average for workers employed in the manufacture of durable goods of $18.88 an hour, and average pay rates at some locations fall short of income levels needed to support a single adult with one child.

The lowest wage found was $8.25 an hour at a recycling processing plant, while manufacturing jobs related to renewable energy pay as little as $11 an hour.

The report said renewable energy companies that receive tax breaks or subsidies should pay a "living wage" that can fund a worker's basic needs.

"Requiring that green-sector companies receiving economic development subsidies provide wages and benefits high enough to allow workers to achieve self-sufficiency standards will help realize the promise of the clean-energy revolution," the report said.

The report noted that some U.S. wind and solar manufactures have moved production of components for the U.S. market to low-wage countries like China and Mexico. Among companies that have moved green manufacturing operations offshore:

* First Solar, headquartered in Tempe, Arizona, located its largest solar module manufacturing operation in Malaysia. It is more than 10 times the size of the company's facilities in Perrysburg, Ohio.

* TPI Composites, headquartered in Scottsdale, Arizona, has wind-blade manufacturing operations in China and Mexico. The Chinese operation was set up to supply GE Energy, while the Mexican one is a joint venture with Mitsubishi Power Systems called VienTek.

* United Solar Ovonic, based in Rochester Hills, Michigan, has a plant in Mexico that produces laminates for the photovoltaic cells assembled at in Greenville, Michigan.

The report was commissioned by the Sierra Club, Change to Win, the Laborers International Union of North America and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters.
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Press Trust of India (India): UN to renovate it’s headquarter at cost of over USD 2 billion

Feb 3, 2009

The United Nations is launching a major renovation of its crumbling 32-storey headquarter at the cost of over USD 2 billion, which would result in "significant greening" of the complex including 44 per cent savings in energy, officials said. 

The project scheduled to be completed in 2013 will disrupt the functioning of the UN with the officials scattered in several "swing spaces" that the world body has hired.

But for General Assembly, a temporary structure is being built in the complex, the Security Council will move into basement and reporters will move to another building in the complex which is not undergoing renovation.

"The environmental performance of the Headquarters complex will be significantly improved upon completion of the Capital Master Plan," Michael Adlerstein, Executive Director of the five-year USD 1.9 billion project, told a news conference in New York.

The officials expect the project to over-budget as by around USD 97 million as the original estimates had not taken some costs into account. The renovation cost is being borne by member States, many of whom have already paid their entire contribution.

The reduction in energy consumption will be achieved through design initiatives in two key areas, Adlerstein reported. The first involves improving the building "envelope," including by replacing the existing single glazed curtain wall on the exterior of the Secretariat building with a new, high performance double glazed curtain wall.

This also involves installing automated interior shades and blinds to control heat gain and maximize the use of natural light.
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General Environment News
Nigeria: Dubri Oil MD May Go to Jail Over Gas Emission - Speaker

Leadership (Abuja): The Speaker of the Edo House of Assembly, Rt Hon Zakawanu Garuba, yesterday in Benin City, gave the Managing Director, Mr Jimoh Ibrahim, and the management of Dubri oil company operating in Uhonton in Ovia North East local government seven days ultimatum to rectify the leaking gas pipeline that has rendered thousands of the inhabitants homeless or risk jail term. Zakawanu, at the plenary session in the hallow chambers of the House, had directed the management of the company to take immediate steps within seven days to remedy the gas emission in Ovia North-East area.

While warning that the leaking pipeline must be fixed within the stipulated time said, "If that is not done, the managing director will be invited here to show cause why he should not be committed to prison and the interim, local government chairman in the area should as a matter of urgency, provide relief materials to the people and the state government should take steps to rehabilitate the people as well".

Moving a motion, a member representing Ovia North East Constituency, Hon. Bright Osayande, decried the attitude of Dubri oil company for not providing adequate attention in ensuring that the leaking gas is brought under control. According to him, "Dubri oil has done nothing to arrest the situation due to their nonchalant attitude, the government must ensure that the incident in Delta State does not occur in the community by making sure that policemen and fire fighters are deployed to the area in case of any fire outbreak"

Hon Levis Aigbogun, Deputy Speaker of Edo House of Assembly, noted that urgent steps need to be taken adding that Dubri oil company have been exploring oil for several years in the community and wonder why they have been insensitive to the plight of the people." They don't only neglect the community, but they have shown a high level of insensitivity. The pipes have been installed for well over 30 years and have not been serviced which led to the leakage. http://allafrica.com/stories/200902030210.html
Nigeria: Rivers Govt Seals Five Companies

The Sanitarian (Lagos): Ibeto Cement, Ouando, Conoil, Maccobar Manufacturing Limited and PZ Industries, which were sealed on Monday 19th January 2009 by the officials of the State's Ministry of Environment, have been reopened. The companies, mostly sited along reclamation road in Pot Harcourt, were sealed by a team from the ministry of environment led by Mr. Napoleon Ewule the Director, Environmental Health and Safety Department for not conforming to various environmental laws and regulations.

The offenses, which may not be unconnected with the indiscriminate parking of trucks and various other sanitation lapses, had attracted warning letters to the sealed companies some months before their closure. Mr. Napoleon Ewule who spoke to newsmen said that the various environmental offenses committed by these companies were posing a threat to the inhabitants of the area. 
Ewule also warned that the Ministry of Environment will descend heavily on any individual or company whose actions are posing threats to the lives and safety of inhabitants of the stare. http://www.thesanitarianonline.com/63/rivers1.html
South Africa: MEC Urges Preservation of Wetlands

Bua News (Tshwane): MEC for Agriculture, Conservation and Environment, Jan Serfontein has urged communities to preserve wetlands so that future generations are able to benefit from them. Speaking during an event to mark World Wetlands Day at the Thomeng Wetland next to the Cradle of Humankind heritage site on Monday, Mr Serfontein said many families depended on wetland areas for their livelihood and it was important that they used the land carefully and in a sustainable manner. This would ensure that children can also benefit and enjoy the beauty of wetlands.

The MEC called on participating stakeholders in the province to intensify public awareness of wetlands values and benefits, especially at school level, saying South Africans need to be made aware of the great variety of wetlands ecosystems and people's dependence on them for their livelihood. "We must be aware of the valuable nature of wetlands despite the fact that they preserve water for future use." Among other things, communities use wetlands for cultural needs. These areas have a high content of organic matter and because of the important role they play in the hydrological cycle, make for good livestock grazing and serve as a valuable source of water. http://allafrica.com/stories/200902030514.html
Tunisia: 21 Additional Wetlands Added to 'Ramsar' Convention List

Tunisia Online (Tunis): Tunisia has classified an additional list of 21 of the country's wetlands among its marshes, lakes, rivers, dams, and 'sabkhats' (salt lakes), to be included on the "Ramsar" convention list. The news was announced by the Tunisia president of WWF (World Wide Fund for nature), Mr Faouzi Maamouri, during a sensitization meeting in Tunis. Tunisia has already classified 231 of its wetlands, which are inventoried in 11 categories. Their total surface covers 1 million 250 thousand hectares.

Mr Maamouri said that the cost of the project which is due to be achieved over a 3 year period (2009-2011) will cost 500,000 dinars, to be jointly funded by the national forestry board and the Swiss environmental educational foundation (MAVA). He also noted that Tunisia is one of the first signatories of the convention which was signed in Ramsar, Iran in 1971. The convention which groups 158 contracting parties has a list of 1831 wetland sites, totaling 170 million hectares. Its mission is the conservation and wide use of wetlands through local, regional and national actions and international cooperation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development throughout the world. http://allafrica.com/stories/200902030774.html
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Karan Grover wins Green Globe Award

3 Feb 2009 - VADODARA: Well-known architect Karan Grover has been selected for the prestigious Green Globe Awards in the architect, infrastructure' category. The  

award will be given away at Delhi Sustainable Development Summit on Thursday. Grover has been selected for his commitment to environment-friendly building practices. 

The award is given by Green Globe Foundation, which has Nobel laureate R K Pachauri among its founders. Incorporated in May 2008, the foundation is dedicated to the cause of environment. It has partnered with United Nations Environment Programme, The Energy Resources Institute (TERI) & Live Earth. 

Among those who will be present at the award-giving ceremony are princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of Thailand, President of Finland Tarja Halonen, President of the Republic of Kiribati Anote Tong, Prime Minister of Ethiopia Meles Zenawi and former president of Maldives, M A Gayoom. 

"Buildings account for nearly 50 per cent of energy consumption globally in this age of climate change," Grover told TOI on Tuesday. "In many of our buildings we have been able to cut energy consumption by 50 per cent. Imagine the impact if more people take to environment-friendly practices in construction." 

Grover was the first architect in the world to win the US Green Building Council Platinum Award in 2004 for the CII GBC building at Hyderabad. In 2007, he won the US GBC Platinum Award for ABN AMRO bank office interior in Ahmedabad.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Vadodara/Karan_Grover_wins_Green_Globe_Award/articleshow/4071846.cms 

.............................................................

Households training on waste management 

Las Piñas City Mayor Vergel Aguilar yesterday said some 300 households are undergoing training on solid waste management.

He said the participants from Gawad Kalinga Sunshineville and Asuncion BFRV in Barangay Talon II, and Sto. Niño in Talon V would join sessions conducted by the City Environment and Sanitation Office alongside Couples for Christ Gawad Kalinga Las Piñas chapter.

Aguilar said the continuous greening campaign and waste disposal under the “zero-waste” program would do justice to the city’s winning of the United Nations Environment Award for being one of the cleanest localities in the world.

“Health is a basic human right. We all deserve to live in a cleaner environment. We all desire for a healthy family... a healthy neighborhood... a healthy nation. And the only way to satisfy these desires is to do away with garbage that breeds flies, roaches, rodents and harmful bacteria that can spread diseases in our homes and in our communities,” he said.

Aguilar cited the studies of the National Solid Waste Management Commission Secretariat at the Environment Management Bureau showing that every person in the metropolis generates half a kilo waste daily. With an estimated population of 10.5 million, total waste generated in Metro Manila alone could run up to 5,250 metric tons per day or 162,750 MT a month or 1.95 million MT a year.

The findings indicated also that about 73 percent of 5,250 MT of waste produced daily are collected by dump trucks hired by local government units. 

The remaining 27 percent or 1,417.5 MT end up in canals, vacant spaces, street corners, market places, rivers and others.

“Even as the city collects daily, residents must do their share by properly disposing of garbage properly not only to prevent the closure of the city’s landfill but improve the environment as well,” said Aguilar.

http://www.manilastandardtoday.com/?page=police4_feb3_2009 
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1- Brazil - Government Aims to End Sugarcane Burnoffs

02 – 02 – 09

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil. -  Brazil's Environment Ministry this month will launch the Agro-Ecological Zoning of Sugarcane and a new law to reduce the burnoffs applied before plantings, with the goal of ending them in 2020.

The alternatives include new machinery and new techniques, such as turning the stubble into biofertilizer.

There will also be "a ban on new cultivation in areas with a slope of more than 12 percent," where it would not be possible to use machinery, Roberto Vizentin, of the ministry's territorial regulation department, told Tierramérica.

Brazil has seven million hectares of sugarcane fields. Another six million are forecast by 2017. The annual yield is more than 400 million tons of cane, according to official figures. With a reduction of burnoffs, there will be less carbon dioxide emitted into the air, and a lower risk of spreading fire.

Source: http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=eco&nro=407
2-Colombia - Ten new amphibian species discovered in Colombia

02 – 02 – 09

WASHINGTON, USA. - Ten new species of amphibians -- including three kinds of poisonous frogs and three transparent-skinned glass frogs -- have been discovered in the mountains of Colombia, conservationists said Monday.

With amphibians under threat around the globe, the discovery was an encouraging sign and reason to protect the area where they were found, said Robin Moore, an amphibian expert at the environmental group Conservation International.

The nine frog species and one salamander species were found in the mountainous Tacarcuna area of the Darien region near Colombia's border with Panama.

Because amphibians have permeable skin, they are exposed directly to the elements and can offer early warnings about the impact of environmental degradation and climate change, Moore said. As much as one-third of all amphibians in the world are threatened with extinction, he said.

"Amphibians are very sensitive to changes ... in the environment," Moore said in a telephone interview. "Amphibians are kind of a barometer in terms of responding to those changes and are likely to be the first to respond, so climate change ... impacts on amphibians heavily."

Amphibians also help control the spread of diseases like malaria and dengue fever, because they eat the insects that transmit these ailments to people.

The new species discovered in Colombia include three poison frogs, three glass frogs, one harlequin frog, two kinds of rain frogs and one salamander.

'NOAH'S ARK' IN COLOMBIA

The expedition that turned up the new amphibians also recorded the presence of large mammals like Baird's tapir, which is considered endangered in Colombia, four species of monkeys and a population of white-lipped peccary, a pig-like creature.

"Without a doubt this region is a true Noah's Ark," said Jose Vicente Rodriguez-Mahecha, the conservation group's scientific director in Colombia.

"The high number of new amphibian species found is a sign of hope, even with the serious threat of extinction that this animal group faces in many other regions of the country and the world," Rodriguez said in a statement.

The area where the new species were found has traditionally served as a place where plants and animals move between North and South America. While the terrain is relatively undisturbed now, its landscape faces threats from selective logging, cattle ranching, hunting, mining and habitat fragmentation.

Between 25 and 30 percent of the natural vegetation there is being deforested.

Moore said protecting the Tacarcuna area where these amphibians were found could also benefit local people by preserving an important watershed.

"We don't go in there and try and tell them to protect the forest for frogs," Moore said. "It's more a case of working with them to find more sustainable long-term solutions that will protect these resources that are ultimately benefiting them."

Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSTRE5114WI20090202
3- Panama - GPS for Forest Creatures on the Move

02 – 03 – 09

BARRO COLORADO ISLAND, Panama. — We were tramping doggedly through the forest in pursuit of white-faced capuchins, those familiar organ-grinder monkeys with the wild hair, piercing eyes and impatient scowls of little German professors. Capuchins are said to be exceptionally quick-witted, and that morning they might as well have been swinging from their Phi Beta Kappa keys.

A mother monkey with baby on board flashed into view 20 feet above me, I whipped up my binoculars for a closer look and, hey, Marie and Irene Curie, where did you go? My gracious guide, Margaret Crofoot, a primatologist who is studying the monkeys, murmured that a big male capuchin just behind me had been scrutinizing us for some time. Slowly I turned, swiftly he rose, and, wow, that’s a male all right; a crash of leaves, a twang of branches and peep show over. 

“Nothing seems to slow them down,” Dr. Crofoot said. “They never stop moving.” Neither did Dr. Crofoot, 29, who is tall, blond and sporty and who reminded me of the actress Laura Dern in “Jurassic Park.” 

It was January and supposedly the dry season, but suddenly the skies burst into rain. So now would the monkeys hunker down and wait out the storm? “I wish,” Dr. Crofoot said. How about mutual grooming? Surely they have to stop for that. “Capuchins groom each other occasionally,” she said, “but much less often than, say, baboons or chimpanzees.”

Yet somehow the capuchins manage to either outwit or outrun the forest’s legions of parasites. Of the dozens of monkeys that Dr. Crofoot has handled over the years, she has found ticks on only one or two. I, by contrast, spent a mere three days in the field and am still so covered with swollen red tick and chigger bites that I look like the color plates from a dermatology textbook. 

Capuchins are smart, gorgeous and socially sophisticated, and Dr. Crofoot has relished the many hours spent studying them with the traditional field research tools of binoculars, notebook and a saint’s portion of patience. Yet she and other scientists who work here at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute are thrilled with a new system for tracking their subjects that could help revolutionize the labor-intensive business of field biology. 

Called the Automated Radio Telemetry System, the method relies on seven 130-foot-high radio towers scattered across the island that can monitor data from many radio-tagged individuals simultaneously, round the clock, through the calendar. Once an animal has been outfitted with a transmitting device, the towers can track its unique radio signature and, by a process of triangulation, indicate where it is on the island, whether it’s moving or at rest, what other radio-endowed individuals it encounters.

The constant data streams feed into computers at a central lab building on the island, allowing researchers to stay abreast of far more animal sagas than they could possibly follow through direct observation, and to make the best of their hours in the field. If you see an extended flat line on your computer monitor, it’s time to go out, retrieve the corpse and figure out what happened. 

And because transmitters can now be made as light as two-tenths of a gram, scientists can tag and track katydids, orchid bees, monarch butterflies, even plant seeds.

“Automated systems like this are ushering in a new era of animal tracking,” said Roland Kays, another institute research associate. “There’s a lot of potential for seeing the routes animals take and the decisions they make every step of the way.” 

The application of radio telemetry towers, global positioning satellites and other cyberscapes to the mapping and deciphering of the natural world has spawned a new subdiscipline. “Movement ecology is the term being thrown around now,” said Dr. Kays, who is also curator of mammals at the New York State Museum in Albany. 

Dr. Kays is applying the tracking system to explore the dynamic ménage à trois among the island’s population of ocelots; the ruddy, snouty rodents called agoutis; and the island’s towering and thickly buttressed Dipteryx trees. The agoutis love Dipteryx seeds, and the ones they don’t eat immediately they bury for later consumption. The Dipteryx needs the agoutis to bury its seeds before ground beetles or other animals destroy them, but then the tree wants the rodent to conveniently disappear. Ocelots love agoutis; the rodents are their most important food source. The question Dr. Kays is asking: How many members of each sector are needed to sustain this tripartite economy?

The telemetry system adds to the scientific luster of an island that has been a research mecca ever since Barro Colorado’s 3,865 acres were separated from the mainland by the construction of the Panama Canal in 1914. “It’s a living laboratory,” said Stefan Schnitzer of the University of Wisconsin. “It’s the most heavily studied piece of forest in the world.” 

Of course, what sounds dandy in theory can act buggy in practice, and researchers admitted that the upkeep of a complex computerized network in the pitilessly catabolic conditions of a tropical rain forest is always tricky. Moreover, tagging animals remains difficult, particularly when the subjects are smart and easily spooked, as capuchins are. 

At the moment, only five of the island’s estimated 250 to 300 capuchins are fitted with radio collars, a figure that Dr. Crofoot hopes to double or treble. Once she is able to eavesdrop simultaneously on a representative sampling of the 15 to 20 capuchin social groups that roam the island, she can better address her abiding interest in intertribal politics. 

“There have been decades of work looking at social relations within primate groups,” she said. “But primates have neighbors, and they’re with those neighbors over decades, so the question is, what are those relationships like?” 

Early evidence suggests that capuchins are xenophobic but not imperialistic. “The tracking data indicate there’s lots of long-distance avoidance,” Dr. Crofoot said. The monkeys give especially wide berth to their versions of demilitarized zones, where one group’s territory overlaps with another’s. 

The best way to win a war is not to start one in the first place: pure genius.

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/03/science/03angier.html?ref=americas

4- Peru- Environment minister to launch World’s Earth Hour campaign in Peru

02 – 03 – 09

LIMA, Peru. -  Peru’s minister of Environment, Antonio Brack, will attend today to the launch of the “Earth Hour 2009” campaign, an initiative of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), which aims that people around the world switch off their lights for an hour on Saturday 28 March, at 8:30 pm. 

The blackout will serve as reflection on our habits of consumption and the need to save energy to reduce greenhouse emissions which drive to climate change.

This is the third consecutive year of the WWF's campaign, and it foresees in 2009 the participation of one billion people, in thousand cities, who will switch off their lights during the "Earth Hour".

The launch ceremony in Lima, to take place in the Jockey Plaza Mall at 12.00 hours (17:00 GMT), will count on the participation of the president of the Healthy Municipalities and Communities Network of Peru, Alberto Tejada; the consul of Australia, Nicholas Baker; the general manager of Wong Group, Juan Manuel Parada; and the board’s chairman of the Jockey Plaza Shopping Center, Carlos Palacios Rey.

Source: http://www.andina.com.pe/Ingles/Noticia.aspx?id=5dAgSOJMG+U=

II Spanish 

5- Regional - La peor sequía en décadas genera pérdidas millonarias e incendios en Suramérica

02 – 02 – 09

BOGOTÁ, Colombia.- La sequía que padecen algunos países de Suramérica, la peor en décadas, está provocando millonarias pérdidas en el sector agropecuario, principalmente en Argentina y Paraguay, e incendios que han destruido miles de hectáreas en Uruguay y Chile.

Muerte de reses en Argentina, caída de la producción lechera en Uruguay y de la de soja en Paraguay, graves incendios en Chile, niveles críticos en las represas de agua del altiplano boliviano y despidos en Brasil por la cancelación de pedidos de maquinaria agrícola son algunas de las consecuencias de la ausencia de lluvias.

La situación es particularmente delicada en Argentina, donde la actual sequía es la más grave que se recuerda en medio siglo y puede ocasionar un recorte de 1,6 puntos porcentuales en la previsión oficial de crecimiento económico, que es del 4% en 2009, advierte un informe privado difundido hoy.

Según los cálculos de la Sociedad Rural Argentina, una de las cuatro mayores entidades agropecuarias del país, el Producto Interior Bruto (PIB) crecerá este año apenas un 2,4%, hasta los 393.938 millones de pesos (112.553,7 millones de dólares), por efecto de la sequía.

La entidad aclara que su cálculo no contempla "el efecto multiplicador negativo producto de la menor actividad económica" en ámbitos como la prestación de servicios agropecuarios, el transporte de granos o la molienda.

Las patronales agrarias afirman que hasta ahora han muerto unas 600.000 reses y se ha perdido entre el 15 y el 20 por ciento de los cultivos, aunque el balance final puede afectar al 30 por ciento de la producción de granos.

Por su parte, las autoridades declararon la semana pasada el estado de emergencia y la presidenta argentina, Cristina Fernández, anunció un paquete de medidas para aliviar al campo, como la concesión de créditos blandos para maquinaria agrícola y la limitación de los precios de los fertilizantes.

En el vecino Uruguay este año se perderá, a consecuencia de la sequía, entre el 25 y el 29 por ciento de la cabaña de vacas lecheras, entre animales muertos y reses que no producirán porque no hay pastos para alimentarlas adecuadamente.

A los 50 millones de dólares que se dejarán de ganar por el descenso en la producción de leche hay que añadir la pérdida del 40 por ciento de la soja plantada.

El Gobierno aprobó a mediados de enero una partida de tres millones de dólares para el Fondo de Emergencia Agropecuaria, que tiene por objeto la compra de alimentos para el ganado y otros apoyos a los productores para hacer frente a la sequía, la peor en ocho décadas en algunos departamentos uruguayos.

Sin embargo, representantes de la Federación Rural creen que las medidas adoptadas por el Gobierno "son pocas" y reclaman que se facilite la exportación de ganado a Brasil, además de quitar impuestos al sector.

Mientras, en Paraguay un informe del Ministerio de Agricultura sitúa en un 43 por ciento la caída global de la producción de soja, principal fuente de divisas del país, a causa de la sequía, lo que supone una pérdida de unos 1.000 millones de dólares.

También por efecto de la falta de lluvias, en enero ingresó un 29 por ciento menos de productos hortícolas en el mercado de abasto de Asunción con respecto al mismo mes de 2007, según datos de ese centro de distribución.

En cuanto a los incendios, los de este verano austral en Uruguay se extendieron con facilidad por la sequedad del terreno, arrasaron ya unas 12.000 hectáreas de montes, pastos y terrenos rurales, y afectaron a la zona costera, donde miles de turistas, muchos extranjeros, pasan sus vacaciones.

El fuego también ha hecho mella en Chile y la Corporación Nacional Forestal (Conaf) cifra en 40.000 las hectáreas arrasadas por incendios forestales, principalmente en las regiones sureñas del Bío Bío y la Araucanía.

En lo que va de la presente temporada de incendios, que empezó el 1 de octubre de 2008 y se extiende hasta el próximo marzo, las hectáreas calcinadas aumentaron un 137 por ciento respecto al mismo periodo de 2007.

En Bolivia, tras dos años seguidos de inundaciones generalizadas, el altiplano andino vive una de las sequías más fuertes de su historia, con las represas que nutren de agua a La Paz en niveles críticos.

Además, líderes municipales pidieron a las autoridades declarar zona de desastre a una zona del suroeste potosino donde, según Radio Erbol, desde hace semanas no llueve, lo que provoca que los cultivos de quinua se sequen y que el ganado no tenga con qué alimentarse.

Como daño "colateral" de la sequía se puede calificar lo ocurrido en Brasil, donde la fabricante estadounidense de maquinaria agrícola John Deere despidió en enero a 502 trabajadores por la cancelación de pedidos de clientes de Argentina, Uruguay y Paraguay.

Fuente: http://es.noticias.yahoo.com/9/20090203/tsc-la-peor-sequia-en-decadas-genera-per-23e7ce8.html
6- Argentina - Las pérdidas por la sequía en Argentina recortarán 1,6 puntos a la previsión de crecimiento

02 – 02 – 09

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina.-  Las pérdidas en el sector agropecuario argentino por la severa sequía que azota a los campos pueden recortar en 1,6 puntos porcentuales la previsión oficial de un crecimiento económico del 4% en 2009, de acuerdo a un informe privado difundido hoy.

Según los cálculos de la Sociedad Rural Argentina, una de las cuatro mayores entidades del sector en el país, el Producto Interior Bruto (PIB) crecerá este año apenas un 2,4%, hasta los 393.938 millones de pesos (112.553,7 millones de dólares), por efecto de la sequía, la más grave que se recuerde en medio siglo.

El cálculo parte de las proyecciones incluidas en el presupuesto oficial, que prevé una expansión del PIB del 4% en 2009, hasta los 400.058 millones de pesos (114.302,2 millones de dólares).

La entidad rural aclaró en su informe que el recorte de 1,6 puntos "se debe interpretar como una consecuencia mínima, puesto que se excluye del cálculo el efecto multiplicador negativo producto de la menor actividad económica en el resto de los eslabones productivos", como la prestación de servicios agropecuarios, el transporte de granos o la molienda.

El Gobierno argentino declaró la semana pasada la emergencia agropecuaria en las zonas afectadas por la falta de lluvias, fenómeno que ha provocado grandes pérdidas en la producción de granos y la muerte de cerca de 600.000 cabezas de ganado vacuno.

Fuente: http://es.noticias.yahoo.com/9/20090203/tsc-las-perdidas-por-la-sequia-en-argent-23e7ce8.html
7- Argentina - Declararan emergencia agropecuaria en provincia Buenos Aires

03 – 02 - 09

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina.-  El gobierno de la provincia de Buenos Aires hará efectiva hoy la emergencia agropecuaria en todo el territorio por la prolongada sequía que afecta a 71 de sus 134 distritos.

La medida formará parte de un decreto que firmará el gobernador Daniel Scioli y para oficializarla, el ministro provincial de Asuntos Agrarios, Emilio Monzó, presentará el próximo jueves un informe ante la Comisión Nacional de Emergencia Agropecuaria sobre los daños ocasionados por la falta de lluvia en el campo bonaerense.

Fuentes oficiales señalaron que la provincia de Buenos Aires es la principal productora del país: aporta el 40 por ciento del Producto Interno Bruto agropecuario.

En el caso de la emergencia provincial, esta medida de excepción permite a los propietarios de tierras afectadas postergar o suspender (cuando el daño es mayor al 80 por ciento del campo) el pago de impuestos locales, como el inmobiliario rural y cuotas de créditos de banco.

De igual manera, un mismo productor bonaerense podría verse beneficiado con dos prórrogas impositivas. 

Argentina, uno de los mayores países productores y exportadores de alimentos, se declaró el pasado 26 de enero en emergencia agropecuaria por la sequía. 

La presidenta Cristina Fernández anunció que firmó un decreto de declaración de la emergencia, medida por la cual se prorroga el plazo de un año del pago de los impuestos a la renta y la riqueza para los productores agrarios afectados. 

"Es un gran esfuerzo que hacen todos los argentinos, porque ningún otro sector de la actividad económica tiene este tipo de beneficio", subrayó Fernández. 

La mandataria también eliminó por decreto el pago de la llamada carta de porte, una autorización solicitada para transportar ganado y granos. 

Según reportes gubernamentales, la falta de precipitaciones y la caída de los precios internacionales generarían en esta nación suramericana una pérdida en granos finos y gruesos cercana a los 10 mil 200 millones de dólares en la campaña 2008-09. 

Fuente: http://www.prensa-latina.cu/article.asp?ID={942FE674-0ABC-4D21-89F8-C64DBCA64490}&language=ES
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Clean the Air with Higher Gas Prices

Warren Brown

The Washington Post 

February 1, 2009

Dear President Obama:

You promised you would back California's rebellion against the Environmental Protection Agency, allowing federal consideration of that state's waiver application and that of its 13 confederates to make and enforce their own regulations controlling vehicle tailpipe emissions. You've kept your word.

But I humbly suggest that you and the Confederate States of California be wary of what you are setting in play. The EPA should take warning, too. After all, why should taxpayers spend money for a federal regulatory agency to come up with rules that can be trumped by state fiat?

It's a waste of dollars. Better to give the money to the California Air Resources Board, scrap the EPA and be done with it.

But, sir, there's a bigger issue. Granting California and its confederates their EPA waiver won't save one ounce of gasoline, which means it will do nothing to clean California's or the nation's air.

The waiver's intent will fail in those endeavors for the same reason the California Air Resources Board, the EPA and federal Corporate Average Fuel Economy rules have all failed.

To wit: Neither the proposed California waiver, nor the EPA's tailpipe regulations, nor the extant federal fuel economy rules speak to the issue -- the consumer.

We spend lots of time in this country talking about a consumer-driven economy -- praising it when consumers are spending like crazy, lamenting it when consumers are tapped out, working up economic stimulus plans to put money into consumers' pockets to get them spending again.

But when it comes to the business of drafting a commercially and environmentally effective national energy policy, we become infantile. We insist on solving a multi-part problem by working only one side of the equation -- the corporate-industrial side.

We feel good about ourselves when we make those recalcitrant car companies step up, clean up and give us better mileage. Yet, as a nation, we remain the single largest consumer of the not-very-free-world's oil.

Please check the numbers, sir. Gasoline consumption in the United States has soared since the implementation of CAFE rules in 1975. Vehicle miles traveled have zoomed ahead. And you can still get an asthma attack on a warm day in Reseda, Calif., breathing air thick with exhaust fumes.

That is what happens when you try to solve an adult problem with a childish approach, or, even worse, with politically inspired solutions designed to relieve American consumers of the burden of acting like adults.

I'll put it bluntly: When it comes to motor fuel conservation and mobile-source emissions control, we don't need a California waiver to EPA mandates. Neither do we need the EPA, nor the California Air Resources Board nor Corporate Average Fuel Economy.

We need gasoline at a base price of $4 a gallon for regular unleaded -- the price that last summer boosted sales of fuel-efficient vehicles, reduced unnecessary driving and cut the speed of road trips taken.

We need politicians in California and Washington with the guts to ask the American consumer to at least help start paying the real cost of the fossil fuels we burn in vehicles too big, horsepower beyond excessive, and egregiously wasteful driving and idling habits -- preferably through graduated federal motor fuels tax.

That is the way it's done in Europe and Japan, where fuel-efficient cars abound, including those made by U.S.-based companies. That is what I mean by implementing a commercially and environmentally effective national energy policy -- with the emphasis on "national."

Getting that kind of policy takes political guts, which, sadly, is as absent from the halls of Congress as it is from the California governor's office, the EPA and the offices of the California Air Resources Board.

I had the audacity to hope that such courage would emerge in the new White House. But, sir, given your recent pronouncements on the matter and your not very convincing grasp of what drives the domestic automobile industry in particular and the global car industry in general, you are making me nervous.

I know you are busy. But kindly accept my suggestion that you at least reach out to the real car world, represented in the person of Michael J. Jackson, chairman and chief executive of AutoNation, America's largest retailer of cars and trucks, domestic and foreign.

While you were busy keeping campaign promises in Washington last week -- admirable, but lamentable in the case of the California waiver -- Jackson was down in New Orleans at the 92nd annual meeting of the National Automobile Dealers Association dealing with the reality on the ground.

It wasn't a happy convention. Nearly 900 dealers went out of business last year. The prospect is that a likely number will close their doors in 2009.

Jackson, an outspoken fellow who has irritated automobile dealers and original equipment manufacturers with his incessant calls for more fuel-efficient vehicles, believes he knows why the car business is in trouble: The American consumer got drunk on cheap gasoline and slipped and fell on the spillage of too-easy credit, now frozen.

If the federal government found a way to thaw that credit, even if only for the most credit-worthy customers, "We could boost our sales by 20 percent," Jackson said.

But in a milieu of gasoline prices at or below $2 a gallon for regular unleaded, most of those sales increases would likely be in trucks, sport-utility vehicles and cars with more consumptive, more powerful V-6 and V-8 engines, Jackson said.

"At $2 a gallon, even in this economy, consumers could care less about fuel economy," Jackson said. "At those pump prices we've already seen a migration back towards trucks. I've got fuel-efficient vehicles parked at my dealerships as far as the eye can see. Nobody wants them."

Jackson wants a federal motor fuels tax increase. He has the guts to fight for it and more than a few nasty bruises to show that he's been fighting. Mr. President, if you are serious about wanting change, at least consider listening to a veteran industry warrior like Jackson. He, at least, knows what he's talking about. And he has the guts to say it.

Thank you, sir, for listening.

Warren Brown, has been covering the automobile industry for the Washington Post since 1982.

Obama puts greenhouse gases on the front burner

Gordon Hard and Eric Evarts

Consumer Reports

January 29, 2009

CONGRESS During his first week in office, President Barack Obama announced two moves aimed at improving fuel economy and lowering tailpipe emissions. This could be a big break for consumers, especially if gasoline prices bounce back up in the next couple of years.

In remarks at the White House the President said he asked the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to revisit a decision it made last year to refuse the state of California’s request to implement tough new tailpipe-emission rules that would limit carbon-dioxide emissions. Reducing CO2 emissions would require cars to burn less gasoline, which under the California law would be the  equivalent of the state’s vehicles getting returning greater fuel economy than required by current federal law.

Obama’s other automotive initiative was to request the Department of Transportation (DOT) issue the official regulations necessary to implement new fuel-economy standards passed by Congress in 2007. The Congressional mandate dealt directly with fuel economy by raising the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards from the 27.5 mpg average that’s prevailed for some 25 years. It would boost  the fleet average to 35 mpg by 2020, with a phase-in beginning in 2011.

So, what does this mean?

California’s plan would effectively preempt the federal regulation by effectively raising the standard to 32.3 mpg by 2016 and 39.2 mpg by 2020 (pdf).

Since it hinges on tailpipe emissions rather than fuel economy per se, California’s proposal comes under the aegis of the EPA. Under the 1970 Clean Air Act, California has the right to set tighter emissions standards than the federal government if it gets a waiver from the EPA.

And it's not just California. The Clean Air Act stipulates that other states can choose to follow either California or federal emissions standards, though they cannot set their own. Thirteen other states, including half a dozen in the Northeast, already follow California’s lead on air quality standards, and two more are considering following suit.

If California is granted the waiver, cars in all of these states would have to meet the new de facto 39.2 mpg fuel-economy standard.

The auto industry has sued California and the EPA in several jurisdictions, arguing that the California law is a fuel-economy rather than an emissions regulation and that the state has no right to set fuel-economy standards. California won all those suits, and the EPA waiver is now the last legal roadblock to implementation.

The auto industry’s main lobbying group, the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers has lobbied hard against the California rules, arguing that it would create a “patchwork” of fuel economy regulations (pdf), which federal law forbids. And it has threatened to file additional lawsuits to block the standard if the EPA waiver is granted. 

While federal law allows for only two sets of emissions standards (and one set of fuel economy standards), automakers would have to comply with the new California emissions standards in each state individually. That means they would have to sell exactly the same ratio of small cars to large trucks (and even the same ratio of individual models) in Massachusetts as in California, and in Washington, for example. Since buyers in some states today buy fewer small cars than in others, this effectively means the new laws would raise the average requirements much more quickly in some states than in others. (Today, those extra truck sales in Washington state can be offset by more car sales elsewhere, since the fuel economy standard is national. Unless the Obama administration or Congress finds a way to change the rules, that would no longer be the case under a California-led, state-based standard.)

Yet to be worked out is how to enforce such a standard in states that share borders with those that follow a different standard. (If California GMC dealers had already reached their maximum allotment of trucks, for example, could a California buyer purchase a truck in Nevada and still register it in California?)

Automakers say complying with the regulations would cost billions of dollars and add thousands to the price of every new car, at a time when car sales have plummeted and automakers have had to rely on federal assistance for survival.

Mary Nichols, chairperson of the California’s Air Resources Board, told National Public Radio on Monday that lobbying against the law was “another example of the auto industry shooting itself in the foot.”

She pointed out that the states that follow California’s lead now include a large portion of the driving public. Further, CARB estimates that compliance would run only about $400 per new car and that amount would be quickly recouped in fuel-cost savings. If gasoline prices bounce up from their current low levels, as, she said, most California officials expect, then the payback time could be shortened.

Our take

For decades Consumer Reports has advocated for better fuel economy and lower emissions. We feel that making it a top priority to allow California and other states to set lower carbon-dioxide emissions standards than the federal government is a welcome step. This will reduce gasoline usage, and thereby reduce our dependence on foreign oil. To achieve such ambitious goals, there will need to be increased focus on the electrification of the modern automobile, creating greater demands on the national grid and elevating the need for more clean energy source.

We hope that going forward policymakers pay close attention to meeting the many goals important to the public, such as improved air quality, reduced fossil fuel consumption, affordable motoring, improved motorist safety, and a strengthened economy.

Green groups, industry cool to Alberta's new tailing pond laws

By Dan Healing

Calgary Herald

February 3, 2009 

Both environmentalists and industry groups are cool to Alberta's new tailing pond regulations.

New regulations requiring oilsands mining companies reduce fine particles in liquid tailings by 50 per cent within four years - and make tailings ponds ready for reclamation within five years after they are no long being used - got a cool reception from industry and environmental groups Tuesday.

“I think it’s reflective of the draft and that there are some changes in it that reflect consultation has taken place but, on balance, in the end, it’s still going to be a challenge for our member companies to meet the intent of it and some of the specific regulations as well,” said Jake Irving, executive director of the Oil Sands Developers Group.

“Our member companies are confident they were heard in the process but feel it displays the degree to which we’re regulated.”

He said meeting timelines in the directive will be difficult for oilsands miners both from financial and physical feasibility points of view.

The directive, a copy of which was obtained by the Herald Monday, was posted on the Alberta Energy Resources Conservation Board website by Tuesday morning.

The document requires all oilsands mining companies to come up with tailings plans integrated with annual mine plans by Sept. 30.

It calls for the gradual reduction of fine particles going into liquid tailings by 20 per cent by June 30, 2011, by 30 per cent by June 30, 2012, and by 50 per cent by 2013, and calls for quarterly and then annual compliance reports.

Companies must also describe in detail dedicated disposal areas for their ponds, have them approved by the ERCB and submit annual compliance reports for them.

If miners don’t meet requirements, they face increased inspections, shutdown orders and delays in approving any upgrades or improvements, the ERCB said.

Tailings ponds were thrust into the national spotlight last spring when 500 ducks died after landing in a large Syncrude Canada settling pond.

The ponds are used by oilsands mining companies to store water used in the oil upgrading process. Particles of heavy bitumen, sand and clay settle out in the ponds so the water can be reused.

The new rules require that the ponds be “trafficable” — solid enough to walk on and ready to be reclaimed — within five years of not being actively used.

A draft of the new ERCB rules was proposed in June and has been circulated for comment to oil and mining companies such as Syncrude, Suncor Energy Inc., Shell Canada and other interested parties.

A revised draft, which replaced a requirement that companies use composite tailings technology to reduce fine tailings with one that is performance-based, allowing the companies to choose the technology they prefer, was sent to stakeholders in November for discussion.

Environmental groups said Tuesday the directive doesn’t go far enough.

“While the directive intends to reduce new tailings waste, it is unclear how the directive will address the 720 billion litres of ‘legacy’ tailings on the landscape today,” said Jennifer Grant, policy analyst with the Alberta-based Pembina Institute.

She added tailings production in the Athabasca region amounts to 2,000 to 2,500 litres of tailings for every barrel of bitumen and accumulations cover a combined area of 130 square kilometres or about twice the size of Red Deer.

Toronto-based Environmental Defence said in a news release the new regulations won’t stop what it claims is four billion litres a year of toxic pollution leaking into groundwater from tailings ponds.

“The government of Alberta has just sanctioned many years more toxic water and air contamination from tailings ponds,” said Matt Price, project manager with Environmental Defence. “Local communities and workers will continue to bear the health risks of using tailings ponds as cheap dumpsites for tar sands waste.”

The group also claims tailings ponds contribute to air pollution, particularly in summer months when the heat causes volatile organic compounds, including benzene, from the ponds to vaporize into the air.

Phil Vircoe, spokesman for Shell Oilsands, said the company is in the process of a detailed review of the directive and won’t comment on its content.

“We have a state-of-the-art tailings pilot project at the Muskeg River Mine that was commissioned in 2006,” he said. “We have been proactive on this issue.”

He also refused comment on whether timelines are realistic, but added: “We certainly are going to be compliant fully with what the ERCB directive is.”
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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