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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 27 March 2009
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Jamaica Information Service (Jamaica): Gov't Urged to Impose Heavy Tax on CFC Imports
Wednesday, March 25, 2009

Director of the Computing and Engineering Entrepreneurial Centre (CEEC) at the University of Technology (UTech), Owen Gunning, has suggested that the Government impose a heavy tax on the importation of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) into the island.

He said such a move could help to reduce Jamaica's emission of ozone depleting substances and bring the country closer to meeting its obligations under the Montreal Protocol.

He also proposed that legislation be passed to ban the importation and use of CFC gases and to require refrigeration technicians to be certified. "We also believe the Government could provide some kind of grant to certify and license technicians to purchase recovery machines," he added.

Mr. Gunning was speaking at a ceremony today (March 25) at the United Nations Development Programme's (UNDP) office on Lady Musgrave Road in Kingston, where the international organisation handed over 10 CFC recovery cylinders and five CFC recovery machines, valued at approximately US$15,000, to the CEEC.

He thanked the UNDP for the equipment, noting that they will enhance the centre's ability to train refrigeration technicians and engineers in the proper techniques to recover gases, which could harm the environment.

The CEEC Director shared that on a recent trip to Alaska in the United States of America, he experienced firsthand, the need to protect the ozone layer. "For the first time, I saw the glaciers melting and falling off into the sea and I hadn't thought about it before, but then it became real. (You) see bears coming out of their natural habitat searching for food because of the climate change," he related.

The gift of the recovery machines is part of the UNDP's implementation of its Terminal Phase Out Management Plan in Jamaica, which began in 2002, with start-up funds of US$140,000. The project was implemented through the National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA).

Project Manager, Sheries Simpson, said that the basic objective of the project is to "have a retrofitting and replacement incentive programme for end users of CFCs in Jamaica. The main objective was to phase out the CFCs within three and a half years."

She added that customs officers also received training in recognising CFC products and that as a result, Jamaica has not imported any new CFCs since 2006.

Meanwhile, Administrative and Fund Management Officer at the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Regional Co-ordinating Unit, Kumiko Yatagai, stated that the Jamaican Government has taken the lead in meeting emission targets and implementing environmental programmes in the Latin American and Caribbean Region.

She said it was through the Government's co-operation that the Terminal Phase Out Management Plan received UNEP's Montreal Protocol Exemplary Project Recognition.
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Adital (Brazil): PNUMA: Nuevo acuerdo verde global

26.03.09

La inversión de un 1% del GDP global, o de alrededor US$ 750 mil millones, en cinco sectores dominantes podría ser la clave a un Nuevo Acuerdo Verde Global. Los cinco sectores, de la energía renovable a los reservorios de agua dulce, podrían conjuntamente con otras medidas, jugar un papel importante en la recuperación de la economía global y aumentar el empleo, mientras que estimulan la lucha contra el cambio climático, la degradación ambiental y la pobreza. Estas son algunas de las conclusiones de un nuevo informe estratégico postulado por economistas y Naciones Unidas lanzado antes de la reunión de los líderes del mundo del G20 en Londres a principios de abril. También apoya el mensaje del Secretario General de las Naciones Unidas Ban Ki-Moon, que en el rescate de la economía global, el mundo no debe perder de vista la agenda del desarrollo y la necesidad de proteger a grupos vulnerables. 

El informe le da sustancia a los múltiples beneficios económicos, medio ambientales y sociales de invertir un porcentaje significativo de los US$ 3 billones de los paquetes de estímulo en cinco áreas.

1).- Elevar el rendimiento energético de edificios viejos y nuevos

2).- Energías renovables incluyendo eólica, solar, geotérmica y biomasa

3).- Transporte sostenible incluyendo vehículos híbridos; carriles de alta velocidad y sistemas de autobuses de tránsito rápido.

4).- La infraestructura ecológica del planeta incluyendo reservorios de agua dulce, bosques, suelos y arrecifes de coral

5).- Agricultura sostenible incluyendo producción orgánica

También insta a una gama de medidas específicas dirigidas a asistir a países más pobres para alcanzar los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio [ODM] y enverdecer sus economías.

Éstos incluyen una expansión de los esquemas de micro créditos para la energía limpia; pacto para un nuevo acuerdo del clima en diciembre para accionar el alcance y la gama de los mercados del carbono en África, Asia, América latina y las Pequeñas Islas Estado en Vías de Desarrollo; reforma de subsidios de los combustibles fósiles a las industrias pesqueras; y el "enverdecimiento" de la ayuda al desarrollo.

Japón, que ha lanzado ya un paquete de estímulo verde multimillonario para su economía, acaba de anunciar un fondo de préstamo de US$ 5 mil millones para las economías en vías de desarrollo que intenten fomentar su sector de energía renovable.

Achim Steiner, Subsecretario General de las Naciones Unidas y Director Ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente [PNUMA] dijo: "La reunión del G20 necesita ser un hito en términos de enfocar las inversiones que se ocupan de las crisis de hoy y ésas que emergen del cambio climático, escasez de recursos naturales y carencia de empleo decente para cerca de dos billones de desocupados o subempleados en la década que viene. Por ejemplo el uso de energía en los edificios, puede ser reducido ya en un 80% de una manera rentable usando tecnologías existentes. Las inversiones adicionales en este sector no sólo estimularían la recuperación de la construcción y de las industrias afines pero también generarían diez millones de trabajos, de hecho un estimado de 2 a 3.5 millones de trabajos verdes se podrían generar en Europa y los Estados Unidos solamente, con un potencial incluso más alto en países en vías de desarrollo. Las inversiones de estímulo a gran escala planeadas en los próximos meses y los dos a cuatro años próximos representan una oportunidad única de hacer una transición a una sociedad baja en carbono y de uso eficiente de los recursos-esta oportunidad no debe ser desaprovechada," agrego el Sr. Steiner.

Pavan Sukhdev, líder del equipo de la Iniciativa para una Economía Verde del PNUMA, destacó que: "Las recomendaciones para un Nuevo Acuerdo Verde Global deben ser analizadas en los meses próximos por los líderes del mundo en cada foro internacional importante incluyendo la cumbre del G20; las reuniones de primavera del Banco Mundial/ Fondo Monetario Internacional, y la próxima reunión de la Comisión de Desarrollo Sostenible. Las sumas de dinero que se están alineado para estimular la economía global, increíbles hace solamente 12 meses, pueden hipotecar el futuro del mundo si se basan en un modelo de "negocio como siempre" o brindar una oportunidad para la transición a una trayectoria nueva y más sostenible. Esa decisión valerosa necesita ser tomada ahora y acelerada en las semanas y meses que vienen," dijo él.

1).- Edificios energéticamente eficientes

La industria de construcción global tiene una cifra de negocios anual de US$ 3 billones y emplea a una gran cantidad de gente. Muchos de estos trabajos ahora están bajo amenaza como resultado de la crisis financiera y económica.

Los edificios son también responsables de 30% a 40% de la emisión de gases de efecto invernadero globales, y reducir este impacto representa una de las medidas más rentables para combatir el calentamiento global, según el Panel Intergubernamental del Cambio Climático.

En los Estados Unidos, donde el nuevo gobierno está planeando gastar cerca de US$ 900 mil millones para estimular la economía, una porción grande de estos fondos será destinada a enverdecer la economía, incluyendo planes para cortar la demanda energética de todos los edificios federales por un quinto a un costo estimado de US$ 9.4 mil millones.

Asimismo, el gobierno de los EEUU está invirtiendo US$ 6.2 mil millones para "aclimatar" un millón de hogares a un costo medio de US$1600 por propiedad.

El informe estima que US$100 mil millones invertidos durante cuatro años para mejorar el rendimiento energético en edificios y ciudades a través de los Estados Unidos generarán dos millones de trabajos.

Globalmente una transición mundial a edificios energéticamente económicos crearía millones de trabajos y también enverdecería los trabajos existentes para 111 millones de personas que se estima están empleados en el sector.

El informe invita a los líderes del mundo, además de apoyar estas inversiones a gran escala, a invertir en entrenamiento, construcción de capacidades y transferencia de habilidades, tecnologías y materiales para la construcción verde a las economías en vías de desarrollo incluyendo las autoridades locales que son socios claves en sancionar regulaciones y promover medidas de rendimiento energético.

2).- Energía renovable

Un estimado de US$ 45 billones será necesario hasta 2025 si la demanda energética ha de ser satisfecha mientras que simultáneamente se muda hacia una generación amigable al clima; los paquetes actuales de estímulo pueden establecer las bases para la revolución verde energética. El informe estima que US$ 630 mil millones invertidos en energías renovables hasta el 2030 se traducirían en por lo menos 20 millones de trabajos adicionales de los cuales más de 2 millones estarían en energía eólica; 6.3 millones en energía solar fotovoltaica y 12 millones en biocombustibles. Esto se compara con el empleo total en las industrias del petróleo y el gas, estimadas actualmente en un poco sobre 2 millones.

Las economías en vías de desarrollo ya se están beneficiando por impulsar la energía renovable. En China el sector genera US$17 mil millones y emplea ya a 1 millón de personas.

La industria de los biocombustibles, basada en la casava y la caña de azúcar, podría generar 200 mil trabajos en Nigeria e India y tiene el potencial de crear 900 mil trabajos antes de 2025 en la gasificación de la biomasa.

Por lo menos 20 mil empleos han sido generados en Bangladesh como consecuencia de la instalación de 200 mil sistemas hogareños fotovoltaicos; 6 mil plantas de biogás y 20 mil estufas más de energía eficiente.

El informe estratégico llama a un mejor aprovechamiento de los esquemas de micro crédito junto a una reforma del Mecanismo de Desarrollo Limpio [MDL] del Protocolo de Kyoto, el tratado de reducción de gases de efecto invernadero.

Esencial también será el sellado de un nuevo acuerdo del clima profundo y decisivo en Copenhague en diciembre a finales de este año.

"El MDL ha ayudado a ampliar el alcance de los proyectos de energía renovable para la producción de energía a los países de ingresos bajos tales como la República Democrática del Congo; Madagascar; Isla Mauricio; Mozambique, Malí y Senegal," dice el informe.

Asumiendo que los gobiernos lleguen a un nuevo acuerdo del clima en 2009, África podría en total ver alrededor de 230 proyectos antes de 2012. Éstos podrían cumulativamente generar más de 65 millones de certificaciones de emisiones reducidas [CER] por valor a cerca de US$ mil millones, a un precio de crédito de carbono conservador de US$15 por tonelada," agrega. 

3).- Transporte sostenible

Se espera que la flota de automóviles se triplique para 2050 con más del 90% del crecimiento en los países que no pertenecen a la Organización para la Cooperación y el Desarrollo Económico [OCDE]. El IPCC ha recomendado que el ahorro en el combustible vehicular mejore en un 50%.

El informe estratégico sugiere que inversiones aceleradas en vehículos de alta eficiencia en el consumo de combustibles incluyendo a los híbridos y los impulsados por combustibles alternativos podrían crear cerca de 4 millones de empleos mundialmente con un añadido de 19 millones de empleos en áreas tales como ventas, reparaciones y revisión. El PNUMA ha lanzado una iniciativa global para duplicar el ahorro de combustible de la flota global de vehículos, conforme a las recomendaciones del IPCC y del G8. Junto con la Agencia de Energía Internacional, la fundación FIA y el Foro Internacional del Transporte, la Iniciativa para una Economía Global del Combustible [GFEI] promueve las inversiones en automóviles verdes, eficientes. Aplicando las tecnologías disponibles hoy, esto podría ahorrar 6 mil millones de barriles de petróleo, o 2 gigatoneladas de las emisiones de CO 2 por año [similar a la mitad de todas las emisiones de Estados Unidos hoy].

Mientras tanto, las inversiones en un transporte público urbano más limpio, más eficiente y menos contaminante tienen aún más perspectivas potenciales pues los sistemas sostenibles de transporte público tienen multiplicadores secundarios en la generación del empleo de hasta cuatro trabajos por trabajo directo creado.

El informe dice que en los Estados Unidos una inversión federal de 10 años en un nuevo carril de alta velocidad podría generar 250 mil trabajos.

En la república de Corea, se espera que los US$7 mil millones que se invertirá en transporte masivo y ferrocarriles durante los tres siguientes años como parte de su nuevo acuerdo verde, creen 138 mil trabajos. Los ferrocarriles pueden, con reformas y modernización que miren hacia el futuro, ser empresas provechosas. Los ferrocarriles indios, que emplean a 1.4 millones de personas, se ha transformado recientemente en una empresa rica en efectivo y está desarrollando un esfuerzo importante de modernización. El informe discute que los paquetes de estímulo, aliado a los incentivos y a las medidas fiscales, podrían acelerar estas transiciones accionando cambios en el comportamiento del consumidor y del público y levantando los fondos adicionales para el transporte sostenible.

-La reducción o el descarte de los subsidios anuales globales del combustible por valor a cerca de US$ 300 mil millones, podría generar los fondos de inversión para el transporte sostenible y energías limpias

-Las medidas tales como el impuesto a la gasolina o al carbón sobre los combustibles tales como los introducidos en Polonia y Suecia.

-Otras acciones posibles incluyen el reintegro por automóviles ‘limpios’ en Japón y Estados Unidos; el cobro por congestión en Londres; la tasación electrónica de uso de vías en Singapur o el impuesto al automóvil específico al seguro en Francia.

4).- Reservorios de agua dulce e infraestructura ecológica

Las inversiones en el sector del agua pueden ser rentables no sólo para la gente que se beneficia del agua limpia y el saneamiento sino también para los negocios implicados.

El mercado global del agua para la provisión, saneamiento y la eficacia del agua se estima vale más de US$250 mil millones y es probable que crezca a hasta casi US$660 mil millones antes de 2020.

- Una inversión de US$15 mil millones al año para cumplir con el ODM de reducir a la mitad para el año 2015 el número de gente sin acceso sostenible al agua segura y al saneamiento básico, podría generar ventajas económicas globales de US$38 mil millones anualmente, US$ 15 mil millones de los cuales estarían en África Subsahariana solamente.

Algunos paquetes de estímulo están apuntando a este sector:

- En los Estados Unidos serán proporcionados US$ 4 mil millones para infraestructura limpia del agua y US$ 2 mil millones para la infraestructura del agua potable.

- El paquete de estímulo de la República de Corea incluye casi US$ 12 mil millones para mejoras en cuatro ríos principales.

- En Australia, el más reciente paquete de estímulo solo fue aprobado por el congreso cuando se incluyeron provisiones para invertir en el sistema del río Murray-Darling, el cual sostiene casi la mitad de la producción agrícola de la nación.

El informe también llama a los gobiernos de los países en vías de desarrollo y a las agencias internacionales de desarrollo a apoyar las inversiones en otras infraestructuras ecológicas tales como suelos, bosques, océanos, barreras coralinas y humedales.

Actualmente su contribución a las economías nacionales y a la producción económica global, y particularmente a los sustentos de los pobres se infravaloran a pesar de su importancia.

- Se estima que los servicios ecológicos proporcionados por los bosques de la India representan más del 7% de su GDP total y constituyen cerca del 60% del "GDP de los pobres". "La evidencia sin embargo se está acumulando para demostrar que tiene sentido económico invertir en infraestructura ecológica," dice el informe.

- Un sistema global de área marina protegida, implicando el encierro de 20% de las zonas de pesca totales, podría sostener industrias pesqueras por valor a entre US$ 80 a 100 mil millones al año mientras que aseguraría un futuro para 27 millones de trabajos relacionados a la pesca y generaría un millón más en áreas tales como la conservación.

- Los humedales del mundo, los cuales han sufrido cuantioso drenaje en los últimos 100 años, producen 25% de los alimentos mundiales derivados de actividades tales como la pesca, la agricultura y la caza.

5).- Agricultura Sostenible

El informe impulsa a las economías desarrolladas a invertir parte de sus paquetes de estímulo para el desarrollo de la agricultura sostenible, en el país y en economías en vías de desarrollo. Esto se debe unir a la apertura de los mercados a productos sustentables fabricados en los países en vías de desarrollo, ya que esto no sólo apoyará los esfuerzos de la reducción de la pobreza sino también mejorará la seguridad alimentaria y reducirá al mínimo la presión en los ecosistemas incluyendo suelos y clima.

El informe cita el caso de la agricultura orgánica en la cual los cuatro principios guías son salud, ecología, justicia y cuidado. Un estudio de 114 casos de conversión al método de producción orgánico o casi orgánico en África, examinados por el PNUMA y la Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas sobre Comercio y Desarrollo, encontró que los rendimientos se habían elevado más del 100% después de cambiar a la producción orgánica o casi orgánica.

Los datos sobre la producción y el comercio orgánicos están disponibles ahora para más de 140 países. Las ventas de productos orgánicos han aumentado a más de US$ 5 mil millones al año en los últimos años, alcanzando más de US$ 46 mil millones en el 2007.

"La agricultura orgánica ofrece una verdadera oportunidad de comercio y reducción de la pobreza para los países en vías de desarrollo, ya que más del 97% de los réditos se generan en Europa y Norteamérica mientras que más del 80% de los productores están en África, Asia y América latina," dice el informe. Los países con la mayor cantidad de productores son Uganda, seguidos por India, Etiopía y México.

La agricultura sostenible también ofrece el potencial de atenuar el cambio climático a través de la emisión disminuida de los gases de efecto invernadero, del rendimiento energético mejorado y del secuestro creciente del carbono. Según un estudio llevado a cabo por la Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Agricultura y la Alimentación [FAO]: "Las emisiones de CO 2 por hectárea de sistemas de agricultura orgánicos son 48% a 68% más bajas que en sistemas convencionales". Varios estudios han demostrado que los campos orgánicos secuestran 3 a 8 más toneladas de carbono por hectárea comparada a la agricultura convencional.

Como estrategia contra el cambio climático, la agricultura orgánica ya atiende las consecuencias claves del cambio climático, tales como el estrés creciente del agua, sequías, inundaciones y temperaturas extremas al aumentar la filtración del agua y la capacidad de retención así como el contenido de nutrientes orgánicos de los campos orgánicos. El informe también precisa que la agricultura orgánica también brinda 30% más empleos que la agricultura convencional. En México más de 170 mil trabajos fueron creados por la agricultura orgánica en 2007.

El informe estratégico está disponible para ser descargado en:
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy
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Caretas (Peru): Varados en Seco

Viernes 27 de Marzo de 2009

En el planeta Tierra, si algo pareciera sobrar, es agua. Con la masa oceánica, glaciar y fluvial representando el 71% del globo, tal vez nada más apropiado que coger la ropa de baño y echarse a nadar. Pero tras el Día Mundial del Agua, celebrado el último domingo 22 de marzo, las proyecciones hídricas van dejando una sensación más bien deshidratada.

La semana que pasó, Turquía convocó bajo su ardiente sol a más de 20 mil personas –entre políticos, expertos ambientales y civiles– para realizar el 5.º Foro Mundial del Agua, organizado por el Consejo Mundial del Agua. Obviamente, no podían faltar las alertas hídricas. “El cambio climático se manifestará primero a través del agua, mediante sequías, inundaciones, huracanes, deshielos y el aumento del nivel del mar”, anticipó Mark Smith, hidrólogo de la Unión para la Protección de la Naturaleza.

Para el Perú la advertencia ya es conocida. Según el Tyndall Centre de Inglaterra, el nuestro será el tercer país más vulnerable y golpeado por el cambio climático, detrás de Honduras y Bangladesh. Esto implicará que, al paso que vamos, primero sufriremos secuelas de fenómenos de El Niño, huaycos y ríos descontrolados; seguidos por una gran sequía a lo largo y ancho de nuestras costa y sierra. Y la desafortunada prospección apunta cerca: el año 2025 (CARETAS 1979).

La previa ya es identificable. El último miércoles 18, la ONG Oxfam presentó el informe “El agua ante nuevos desafíos. Actores e iniciativas en Ecuador, Perú y Bolivia”, donde nuestro problema hídrico va desde la mala gestión del recurso (que apunta a ser regulado por la recientemente aprobada Ley del Agua) hasta la contaminación por relaves mineros y desagües (los ríos Mantaro, Rímac, Yauli, entre otros, son claro ejemplo). Tan solo en el tema de la disponibilidad, se indica que el 70% de nuestra población se concentra en la vertiente del Pacífico, teniendo a la mano un promedio de 2,000 m3 de H2O por persona al año. Pero para el 2025 la previsión está en 1,000 m3. Mientras, en la vertiente amazónica está el 26% de la población que dispone de 291,000 m3 por persona anuales. Algo mal distribuidos.

No sólo eso. En los últimos 30 años hemos perdido el 22% de nuestros glaciares, que representan el 71% de los glaciares tropicales del mundo. Esta pérdida representa 7,000 millones de metros cúbicos de agua: ¡el equivalente a 10 años de consumo en Lima! Y mientras perdemos la fuente de origen de los ríos, también estamos afectando nuestras reservas ubicadas en las napas freáticas, como las de Lurín y Huachipa.

Y cuidado: según el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) Lima es la segunda ciudad más desértica del mundo, después de El Cairo, Egipto. Pero mientras el río Nilo carga un caudal promedio de 2,830 m3/s, el Rímac llega a un promedio anual de sólo 20 m3/s. Definitivamente, la comparación da sed y urge a cuidar mejor el recurso.

Aguas Claras

Así las cosas, el Reino Unido trajo la semana pasada al doctor Robyn Gwynn, su Enviado Especial en Seguridad Climática para Países Vulnerables. “Definitivamente, el tema del agua es crucial en el Perú”, indicó Gwynn a CARETAS: “Pero las predicciones son complicadas. Los científicos indican que algunos lugares tendrán más lluvias y otros dejarán de tenerlas. Así, algunas zonas áridas se podrían beneficiar, pero en lo global las pérdidas serán mayores que los beneficios”. 

Por lo anterior, Gwynn apunta a la energía limpia y renovable como contención a la degradación ambiental. “En el Perú tienen las opciones geotérmica e hidroenergética”, expresa: “Falta que el gobierno mire más en esas direcciones”.

Pero quien sí ha visto al agua como salida es la ONG Soluciones Prácticas-ITDG. En los últimos 15 años años pusieron su mirada en los poblados andinos más alejados y empezaron a sembrar microcentrales hidroeléctricas, las cuales ya benefician a más de 30 mil personas. El concepto les valió obtener en febrero pasado el Premio Sasakawa 2008, máximo reconocimiento ambiental del PNUMA.

La tónica es bastante simple. “Si uno quisiera darles electricficación a las zonas rurales, extender el cableado eléctrico costaría muchísimo y sólo beneficiaría a 30 familias por vez, lo que no es viable”, explica Alfonso Carrasco, director de ITDG: “Pero instalar microcentrales de 25 a 40 kw en zonas con caídas de agua te permite que 100 familias tengan luz, radio, artefactos eléctricos, etc.” Así, a un costo de US$ 3,000 por kw instalado, ya llevan 53 microcentrales en la sierra a un ritmo de casi cuatro al año. “Ahora los poblados no sólo tienen nuevas opciones comerciales, como aserraderos o la opción de vender hielo –prosigue Carrasco–; también mejoran su salud al dejar de usar mecheros de kerosene, que botan humo, malogran la vista y enferman a los niños”.

No sólo eso. “Saber que necesitan del agua para hacer funcionar su microcentral los obliga a cuidar mejor sus cuencas, creando conciencia para el adecuado manejo del recurso”, señala Carrasco.

Los beneficios del agua están a la vista. Pero el posible naufragio, también. Así, la dramática proyección hídrica debe servir como baldazo de agua fría para ver con mayor claridad la necesidad de cuidar el recurso. 
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Canoe (Canada): La justice congolaise condamne un traficant de grands singes 


26/03/2009

Pour la première fois dans l’histoire de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC), le tribunal de grande instance de Brazzaville a prononcé une condamnation à l’encontre d’un trafiquant de grands singes. 

Dans le cadre d’une loi visant à protéger la biodiversité, la chasse aux singes est interdite. Sauf que la loi n’avait encore jamais été appliquée dans ce pays. 

Le braconnier a été condamné à une peine de prison ferme d’un an, d’une amende d’environ 180$ canadiens et du paiement de dommages et intérêts pour un montant d’à peu près 1780$ canadiens. 

Le nombre de grands singes du Congo ne cesse de diminuer depuis plusieurs années, rappelle le Programme des Nations Unies pour l’Environnement (PNUE). En effet, la RDC continue à faire face à un des plus grands défis environnementaux en Afrique aujourd'hui. L'instabilité affecte fortement les ressources naturelles et la faune de la région. 

La situation a été aggravée par des facteurs comme le manque de moyens pour renforcer les lois sur la faune et la flore, le braconnage généralisé, la croissance rapide des activités minières et l'ouverture des forêts qui facilite l'accès à des zones forestières autrefois isolées. 

L’organisation non gouvernementale (ONG) LAGA a largement contribué au démantèlement de ce trafic et la constitution du dossier d’accusation. Les ONG du pays encouragent désormais la justice à faire preuve de plus de fermeté concernant les infractions à la Loi sur la faune sauvage et espèrent que cette décision puisse ouvrir la voie à de nombreuses autres condamnations, notamment concernant les neuf cas recensés depuis septembre et celui arrêté en mai 2008. 
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AFP: Millions to flick the switch for climate change

Thu Mar 26, 9:59 pm ET

Millions of people across the globe will kill their lights for one hour this Saturday, in what organisers hope will be a resounding call for tough action on climate change.

The waters of Sydney Harbour will be plunged into darkness for an hour from 8:30 pm (0930 GMT) as the iconic Opera House and Harbour Bridge dim their lights.

The pyramids of Giza, Niagara Falls, the Eiffel Tower, the Empire State Building, the Acropolis and Beijing's "Birds Nest" Olympic stadium are among other major landmarks across 84 countries to celebrate Earth Hour.

In Hong Kong, famed for its glittering waterfront, more than 1,500 buildings will dim their lights, including many of the city's iconic skyscrapers such as the Bank of China Tower, HSBC's headquarters and the giant International Finance Centre 2.

The city will also suspend its daily light show for the first time on Saturday, organisers said.

From its beginnings in Sydney two years ago, when 2.2 million people switched off their lights, the event has exploded to this year include 2,848 cities, villages and towns, said director Andy Ridley.

"We always had our eye to 2009 because of the Copenhagen (emissions targets) negotiations at the end of the year," Ridley told AFP.

A UN-led conference in the Danish capital in December is meant to approve a new global warming treaty for the period after 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol's obligations to cut carbon emissions expire.

"We hope that it will be difficult for leaders to look at the scale of involvement and engagement in a broad spectrum of countries without saying 'OK, there's a mandate there,'" Ridley said.

"We have eight months to get to Copenhagen and we sort of see this as a referendum on the issue."

Earth Hour was born out of frustration at Australia's then-conservative "climate sceptic" government, and Ridley said organisers were overwhelmed by the response in 2007, when almost half of Sydney's population observed an hour of darkness.

Crucially, Ridley said countries leading the initiative in 2009 were emerging, high-emissions economies such as Brazil, India and China.

"I remember when we first started this people were saying 'there is no chance you will be able to get China to engage in Earth Hour,'" he said.

"But for some reason there's, I think, a general sense that climate change is such a massive problem that it's one of those issues that has to be dealt with globally."

Critics said the initiative was little more than empty symbolism, with one Danish professor claiming the use of candles during the hour could actually produce more emissions than electric lights.

"Even if a billion people turn off their lights this Saturday the entire event will be equivalent to switching off China's emissions for six short seconds," said Bjorn Lomborg, director of the Copenhagen Consensus Centre think-tank.

"Moreover, candles produce indoor air pollution 10 to 100 times the level of pollution caused by all cars, industry and electricity production. If you use one candle for each extinguished globe you're essentially not cutting CO2 at all, and with two candles you'll emit more CO2," Lomborg wrote in The Australian newspaper.

Ridley agreed the amount of energy saved from powering down for an hour was negligible but said it was a symbolic, awareness-raising act. 

"In effect, the leaders of the world have to step over the line together," he said. 

"There will be different lines for different countries but we have to step over the line together and we have to set targets that will help us achieve very, very significant emissions cuts," Ridley added. 

"We hope that Earth Hour will be part of providing a mandate for those leaders who will be in Copenhagen in December to do that." 

Chatham Island, the largest of a tiny group of Pacific islands 800 kilometres (500 miles) southeast of New Zealand, will officially begin Earth Hour by switching off its diesel generators at 0645 GMT, or 8:30 pm local time. 

Millions are set to mark the day with events such as acoustic concerts and candlelit dinners, with church bells set to ring in Sweden and casinos to black out along the garish Las Vegas strip.
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AFP: Billion people invited to switch off lights

Thu Mar 26, 12:01 pm ET

Around a billion people living in the world's major cities are being invited to turn off their lights at 8:30 p.m. local time on Saturday for "Earth Hour," described as the biggest mass campaign to demand action on climate change.

The Empire State Building, the Great Pyramids of Giza, the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur, the Acropolis in Athens and the Taipei 101 skyscraper in Taiwan are among the buildings whose illuminations will be switched off for an hour, the organisers said on their website (http://www.earthhour.org/)/

More than 200 buildings in Paris will be dark for an hour, including the Louvre, Notre-Dame Cathedral and the Paris Opera House, according to the French branch of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

The Eiffel Tower will be plunged into darkness for five minutes and scrap a display of flashing lights scheduled for 9:00 p.m., Paris city hall said.

Earth Hour was launched by WWF in 2007.

Last year's event drew a claimed participation of 370 cities in 35 countries. Last week, the organisers said that 1,189 would be taking part this year.

People are being invited to provide blogs and short video clips (http://12seconds.tv/earthhour) on the ways of spending an hour in the dark.

The campaign has been backed by the United Nations, whose secretary general, Ban Ki-moon, last week described it as a "a clear message... (for) action on climate change" in the runup to a crucial meeting in Copenhagen.

The December conference aims at crafting a new global pact on curbing emissions of greenhouse gases and providing help for poor countries bearing the brunt of climate change.
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Reuters: G20 summit will test resolve on greener economy

Thu Mar 26, 2009 12:02pm EDT

A G20 summit next week will test leading countries' appetite to fight climate change after spending trillions bailing out banks and shoring up the global economy.

The April 2 meeting in London of leaders of major developed and emerging economies aims to battle a financial crisis.

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, hosting the meeting, also wants to coordinate economic stimulus spending on a global response to climate change.

If the summit fails to widen its agenda to green spending that would be seen at best as a wasted chance, and at worst evidence of waning enthusiasm to sign this year an ambitious pact to replace the Kyoto Protocol after 2012.

"We need a very clear signal that the G20 views this as broader than fixing a financial crisis," said Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN Environment Program.

"When you see $100 billion going into rescuing one or two companies you have to ask yourself is this the most rational way of dealing with a (climate) threat that will have far greater economic consequences and human suffering."

The London meeting coincides with a resumption next week of U.N.-led climate talks in Bonn, Germany, meant to lay the foundations for a new climate treaty in Copenhagen in December.

G20 powers could confirm next Thursday their commitment to forge a new climate treaty in Copenhagen, and urge spending wherever possible of a $2 trillion-3 trillion global stimulus on "green" causes, analysts say.

The United States, the Europe Union, China and South Korea have led green spending plans of $300 billion-500 billion, or about 15 percent of wider economic stimulus plans, to boost low-carbon technologies, improve efficiency and protect the environment.

Much of that will be spent in the next two years.

Some analysts and green groups argue that is not enough, wary that future climate spend will be hamstrung by rising public debt, and worried that some planned projects such as road building will lock in future carbon emissions.

TILT

Green advocates say that infrastructure projects to build wind farms and improve home efficiency suit recovery spending, because they will create jobs as well as tackle post-recession threats including energy security and climate change.

"As far we are thinking about refloating, re-regulating financial markets, we should be thinking about climate change because unabated it will affect economic returns as much as any dodgy banking system," said Mark Kenber, policy director at the London-based Climate Group.

Applying environmental conditions to stimulus spending may also pare state aid and protectionism fears. But the fight against recession inevitably means that the climate cash left will have to lever private sector money.

Governments could get more for their buck by guaranteeing private sector loans, or under-writing "green bonds" where pension and insurance funds invested in clean energy.

Similarly, public funding of carbon cuts in developing countries may smooth agreement on a tough treaty in Copenhagen, which would in turn assure investors that global energy policy is tilting in favor of low-carbon, fossil fuel alternatives.

"(Making) government spending work very, very hard in terms of leveraging private capital... that fits very much with the Copenhagen agenda," HSBC analyst Nick Robins said.
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Guardian (UK): Why the Copenhagen climate change cliffhanger could drag on a little longer

Wednesday 25 March 2009 22.28 GMT 

Wrangling between China and US threatens to put back December deadline

After nearly a decade of George Bush's denial and obstruction, Barack Obama could hold the key to a new global deal to tackle global warming. 

Which is why anyone who knows anything about climate change has been waiting for 2009 for a long time. 

Obama, as they see it, has arrived in the nick of time. The UN negotiations most likely to broker an international treaty have crawled into the home straight and the finishing line is in sight.

A deadline of December has been set, when the eyes of the world will be on environment ministers from some 190 countries as they search for a deal at talks in Copenhagen. If they emerge without the obligatory smiles and handshakes, then they will spoil Christmas for a great many people who care for the fate of the planet.

The Copenhagen talks are the latest in an annual series of UN meetings that trace their origins to the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio. In 1997 the talks spawned the Kyoto Protocol - the first serious attempt to regulate the greenhouse gas emissions that drive global warming. Kyoto divided the world in two, with the rich nations handed legally binding targets to restrict carbon pollution. Countries that the UN considered less developed were excused. This latter group included China, which is where the problems began.

The US signed Kyoto, but Bill Clinton never submitted it for ratification to a hostile Senate, which made it clear it would oppose on economic grounds any deal that did not set binding targets for the developing world, code for China. Bush distanced the US further from what he called a "flawed treaty".

Without the US, then the world's biggest polluter, Kyoto became an exercise in damage limitation for its supporters, and a laughing stock to critics and the industry lobby groups that loved to hate it. It remains a dirty word in the US. While it has led to reductions in some rich nations, global emissions are currently rising at about 3% a year.

Copenhagen is the world's chance to agree a successor to Kyoto that brings about meaningful carbon cuts. Perhaps the last chance. And for it to succeed it needs both the US and China to sign up.

Although other nations, India chief among them, will be big players, the search for a new climate treaty has been described as a straight fight between the US and China. China wants the US to acknowledge its responsibilities, while the US points out that western efforts to cut emissions will be pointless if Chinese emissions soar as predicted, and wants them to at least make an effort.

Who will blink first? The US probably, but Obama's team will not want a repeat of Kyoto and will sign something only if they know it can be converted into domestic law. That means building support in Congress and preparing a federal cap and trade system, which would almost certainly be the route chosen to meet any future US carbon targets. 

Opinion is divided on whether the US must actually pass such a law before it could sign. Such a move would certainly send out the right signals, and could smooth the negotiations, but would it tie the hands of the US negotiators? And could such a scheme's stated targets weaken the US position in the global game of climate poker, with each negotiator desperate to raise the hidden ambitions of others?

Whether or not the US needs to pass such a law before Copenhagen could be a moot point. Time is running out and experts warn there may just be too much to do to get an agreement in December. A series of meetings, starting in Bonn this week, may clear up some minor details, but the serious targets that will form the backbone of a new treaty are unlikely to appear until the closing days of the Copenhagen meeting. For all the talk of Copenhagen being the finishing line, the talks could yet be allowed to slide into next year. There is too much at stake to call the whole thing a failure in December. 

Officials are reluctant to admit as much, but Bob Watson, chief scientist at the UK environment department Defra, broke ranks when he told the Guardian last year: "If there's major agreement but they can't get everyone to sign on the dotted line they might have to come back a few months later. I say let's really push for Copenhagen, but there may have to be what I call a Copenhagen plus one." 

The climate cliffhanger could drag on a little longer yet.
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Guardian (UK): Barack Obama may delay signing up to Copenhagen climate change deal

Wednesday 25 March 2009 20.50 GMT 

Barack Obama may be forced to delay signing up to a new international agreement on climate change in Copenhagen at the end of the year because of the scale of opposition in the US Congress, it emerged today.

Senior figures in the Obama administration have been warning Labour counterparts that the president may need at least another six months to win domestic support for any proposal.

Such a delay could derail the securing of a tough global agreement in time for countries and markets to adopt it before the Kyoto treaty runs out in 2012.

American officials would prefer to have the approval of Congress for any international agreement and fear that if the US signed up without it there would be a serious domestic backlash.

Stephen Byers, co-chairman of the International Climate Change Taskforce, said: "The Copenhagen climate change talks in December will come at a difficult moment. The timing couldn't really be worse for the Obama administration. It is vital that this is recognised by the international community. If need be, we should be prepared to give them more time – not to let them off the hook and escape their responsibilities, but ensure they are politically able to sign up to effective international action which reflects the scale of the challenge we face."

Byers, a former cabinet minister who has close contacts with senior Democrats in the Obama team, added: "The practical reality is that a delay into 2010 will still leave time for a new international structure to be put in place for 2012 to follow from Kyoto. Such a delay would be a price worth paying to bring the United States into the global effort to tackle climate change."

The White House's new chief science adviser, John Holden, was a member of the climate change taskforce and Todd Stern, one of its advisers, is working with Hillary Clinton at the State Department and will lead negotiations for the US in Copenhagen.

Stern has warned it will be a tall order to get congressional approval before Copenhagen.

Obama has committed the US to reducing its emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, but scientists and European governments insist deeper cuts are needed. Obama has suggested that the US could compensate with swifter reductions in the years beyond 2020. His recent budget proposal calls for reducing US emissions roughly 80% by 2050 over 2005 levels.

The British government view, including that of the energy secretary, Ed Miliband, is that the Obama administration can and will strike a deal at Copenhagen, but officials in Washington fear America may be running out of time. They have even been looking at whether an agreement would be seen as an international treaty requiring a two-thirds majority in Congress, or whether it could be forced through as a presidential executive order.

But the opposition within America is potentially substantial, and might be hardened if Obama looks like he is presenting Congress with a fait accompli.

There are thought to be as many as 15 Democratic senators who represent "rust-belt" states dependent on coal mining, steel production and heavy manufacturing, all big emitters of carbon.

There have also been suggestions that the cost of any climate change legislation may be higher than the $646bn (£444bn) suggested by the Obama administration.

On Tuesday, Obama recommited himself and America to the principle of a "cap and trade" scheme, but said he would try to introduce a regional scheme that would ensure energy prices did not rise uniformly across America.

Stern would prefer to see the US go to Copenhagen with congressional approval, telling a recent symposium: "The optimum would be [climate] legislation that is signed, sealed and delivered. It has been a long time now that countries have been looking for the United States to lead and take action. I think nothing would give a more powerful signal to other countries in the world than to see a significant, major, mandatory American plan."
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Reuters: Less dusty air warms Atlantic, may spur hurricanes

Thu Mar 26, 2009 2:05pm EDT

 

A decline in sun-dimming airborne dust has caused a fast warming of the tropical North Atlantic in recent decades, according to a study that might help predict hurricanes on the other side of the ocean.

About 70 percent of the warming of the Atlantic since the early 1980s was caused by less dust, blown from Saharan sandstorms or caused by volcanic eruptions, U.S.-based scientists wrote in the journal Science.

Clouds of dust can be blown thousands of kilometers (miles) and reflect some of the sun's rays back into space.

"Since 1980 tropical North Atlantic Ocean temperatures have been rising at a rate of nearly 0.25 Celsius (0.45 F) per decade," they wrote on Thursday.

In the past, the rapid temperature rise had been blamed on factors such as global warming or shifts in ocean currents. Warmer temperatures may spur more hurricanes, which need sea surface temperatures of about 28 Celsius (82.40F) to form.

A sea temperature difference of just one Fahrenheit separated 1994, a quiet hurricane year, from a record 2005 when storms included Hurricane Katrina, which devastated New Orleans, according to a University of Wisconsin-Madison statement.

"We were surprised" by the big role of dust on Atlantic temperatures, said Ralf Bennartz, a professor at the university and a co-author of the study written with experts at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

COOLER

In past decades "there was much more dust blowing from (Africa) onto the Atlantic and cooling the sea and ... potentially suppressing hurricane intensity," he told Reuters. No other ocean receives so much dust.

More droughts in Africa in the 1980s, for instance, meant more dust in the air, he said of the study of satellite data and climate models. Annual emissions of dust from North Africa have been estimated at between 240 million and 1.6 billion tonnes.

Bennartz said the scientists were trying to work out, for instance, if wet weather in North Africa could mean less dust and in turn point to fewer hurricanes battering the United States or Caribbean islands.

Big volcanic eruptions were El Chichon in Mexico in 1982 and Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines in 1991. Both dimmed the sun.

The study suggests that only 30 percent of the warming of the Atlantic can be explained by factors other than dust, for instance global warming blamed by the U.N. Climate Panel on emissions of greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels.

"This makes sense, because we don't really expect global warming to make the ocean (temperatures) increase that fast," said Amato Evan, a researcher at the University of Wisconsin-Madison who was lead author.

Bennartz said it was unclear how climate change might affect overall dust amounts blown from Africa this century.
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Reuters: Russia says won't stand still in race for Arctic

Thu Mar 26, 2009 1:47pm EDT

 

Russia will not allow itself to be left behind in the race to exploit the resources of the Arctic now being opened up by global warming, the Kremlin's special representative for the region said in an interview.

Scientists say the ice is receding so fast that drilling for oil and gas high in the Arctic will soon become routine and cargo ships could sail between the Atlantic and Pacific along a new shipping lane much shorter than the routes used now.

Those lucrative prospects have unleashed fierce competition between nations with Arctic coastlines -- led by the United States and Russia -- to assert their influence.

"Russia's national interest lies there," said Artur Chilingarov, who was last year appointed presidential envoy for international cooperation in the Arctic and Antarctic.

He symbolically staked the Kremlin's claim to a bigger share of the Arctic two years ago by diving to the seabed in a submersible and planting a Russian flag.

"We have worked in the Arctic and we are working there now. There is of course (competition)...But we are not going to stand still," he told Reuters last week.

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper last year said he was worried Russia might act outside international law in pressing its claims in the Arctic, a region estimated to hold enough oil to meet world supply for three years.

Chilingarov said Russia would respect international treaties and wanted to cooperate with other countries, but it had a special claim to parts of the Arctic adjacent to its borders.

"Look at the map. Who is there nearby? All our northern regions are in or come out into the Arctic," he said. "All that is in our northern, Arctic regions. It is our Russia."

TERRITORIAL CLAIMS

International law states that the five states with an Arctic Ocean coastline -- Canada, Denmark via Greenland, Norway, Russia and the United States -- have a 320 km (200 mile) economic zone north of their borders. But Russia is claiming a larger slice based on its contention that the seabed under the Arctic is a continuation of the Siberian continental shelf.

Russia's critics say its claim is part of a broader Kremlin push to re-assert itself as a geopolitical power, but Chilingarov said Russia's case was driven by science.

"Based on scientific observations, we will prove our connection to that shelf (and) we will prove it in the framework of international norms and laws."

But Russia is not waiting for that issue to be settled to expand its presence in the Arctic. Anticipating an increase in international traffic through the so-called Northern Sea Route as the ice melts, it is drafting legislation that will consolidate its control over who uses the route.

The draft law allows Russia to block foreign military vessels, bar entry to commercial ships it deems unsafe for navigation, levy fees and, depending on the ice conditions, require ships to use Russian pilots and ice-breakers.

The proposed legislation is not substantially different from Soviet-era restrictions already in force, but it is likely to disappoint other Arctic states who had hoped Russia would open up the route so it could become an international waterway.

Those states see the Russian fees as "discriminatory" said Douglas Brubaker, an expert on Arctic navigation at Norway's Fridtjof Nansen Institute.

Chilingarov rejected that. "We are not squeezing anyone out," he said. "There is a sea-faring rule: sailing in the sea, and especially in ice, is not without risks. That is all .... We are taking on ourselves the responsibility for safe navigation."
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West Africa: Parliamentarians Take On Climate Change

IRIN- Dakar — Some of the 50 parliamentarians from across West Africa attending a conference on climate change, and food and water security held in Dakar on 25 and 26 March, looked uncomfortable when presented with a picture of a banana with a watermelon-colored peel and an elephant with a cabbage head. "This is what you think genetically modified organisms (GMO) look like, right?" asked the plant breeding expert, Marcel Galiba. "I want you to reconsider," he challenged the lawmakers.

As part of a two-day meeting funded by the governments of Norway and Sweden that opened on 25 March, the international non-profit, European Parliamentarians for Africa (AWEPA), is conducting the last of six regional meetings across Africa to increase lawmakers' awareness about tackling climate change and food security issues in their parliaments.

"We want them to take this information back to their parliaments and lobby for urgently needed action," AWEPA's Secretary General, PÃƒÂ¤r Granstedt, told IRIN. "They are agents of change who are not talking to one another in their own parliaments, neighboring ones, or with us from Europe." He added the regional meetings are also to help African lawmakers create a negotiating strategy for the climate change conference scheduled to take place in Copenhagen at the end of 2009.

Plant expert Galiba, Mali's director for the Japanese NGO, Sasakawa Global 2000 - who said his provocative slides on GMO are intended to spark debate - told IRIN governments generally are loathe to adopt new technology.

"It is understandable because there are rusted plows lying by relics of failed agricultural revolutions still fresh in their memories," said the plant scientist. "The technology exists for farmers to work year-round rather than three months [during rainy season], but governments are afraid to adopt it."

The lawmakers- mostly from Senegal, Mali, Côte d'Ivoire and Benin, and a small number from Europe - listened to presentations from the UN World Food Programme (WFP), Senegal's Ministry of Agriculture on its recent reforms, and non-profits Global Water Partnership and Water aid West Africa.

Senegalese legislator Seydou Diouf told IRIN the challenge is to take technical knowledge back to his government and translate it into legislation on climate change. "This is where the work begins. This meeting is needed, though. We are not in the business, nor have the time to become experts."

AWEPA's Granstedt told the lawmakers that sub-Saharan Africa faces the harshest consequences of climate change though rich countries are largely responsible. "Yes, we created the problem. And we need to work with one another to get out of this mess." [This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nation]. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903260775.html
Somalia: Disaster Warning As Drought Worsens in Puntland

IRIN- Nairobi — More and more people in Somalia's self-declared autonomous region of Puntland are relying on water trucking as the drought that has gripped the region worsens, with officials warning the situation could become a "full-blown" disaster within months.

"Some of the population has reached the stage where they are no longer able to cope," Warsame Abdi, Puntland's information minister, told IRIN on 25 March. Abdi said at least 133 localities in Puntland were now dependent on water trucking, adding that the region's authorities did not have the resources to ameliorate the situation.

Warning of a disaster in a month or two "if there is no quick intervention", Abdi urged international aid agencies to come to the region's rescue. He said the first priority was to deliver water to affected areas and to distribute food to those who had lost their livestock.

Abdi said although there were about two weeks left of the rainy season, signs were that most parts of the region would continue to experience yet another season of little or no rains. He said the problem was most acute in Mudug, Nugal and parts of Sool and Sanaag, which are claimed by both Puntland and the neighboring self-declared republic of Somaliland.

Abdiaziz Diriye, of the Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management Agency of Puntland (HADMA), told IRIN a recent assessment it had conducted in the affected areas found water shortages to be the main problem. "We found that 24 wells in the most affected areas are in urgent need of repairs," Diriye said. They had also observed high incidence of malnutrition among the elderly and children in some parts: "Food is either not available or is too expensive for most."

Abdiaziz Sheikh Yusuf, the district commissioner of Jariiban, in Mudug region, one of the most affected areas, said 42 out of 47 of the district's townships were facing "major" water problems. "We had very little rains last year and almost all the barkads [water catchment areas] in the district are empty," he said. He said that many nomadic families who had lost their livestock were moving to towns and setting up temporary shelters or moving in with relatives. "Our estimate is that some 400 nomadic families [2,400 people] are now in urban centres, with more coming every day."

He said minority clans in the area were especially affected. "They occupy some of the driest parts and need urgent help," he said. He said that almost 40 percent of the livestock had succumbed to drought. [This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations ]- http://allafrica.com/stories/200903260659.html
Botswana: BCL Pledges to Switch into Global 'Earth Hour'

MMegi- Selebi-Phikwe — BCL employees are expected to heed the call to switch off their lights for an hour this Friday under the global 'Earth Hour' initiative meant to support efforts to combat global warming.

Most buildings around the world will go dark for one hour on Friday March 27 in support of the Earth Hour, a climate change initiative of the United Nations.

BCL public relations and communications superintendent, Tiro Kganela, said all BCL employees are encouraged to turn off their lights for an hour to demonstrate support for the Earth Hour initiative.

"To support the global Earth Hour campaign and to show that BCL is also involved with the climate change initiatives as well as reducing its carbon footprint, employees are invited for a voluntary 'Big Switch Off' at their homes on this day," Kganela said.

He said BCL general manager, Montwedi Mphathi, has endorsed the 'Big Switch Off' initiative as an innovative energy saving measure by mine employees.

Kganela said it is crucial for BCL, which is the largest single consumer of electricity in the country, to support the campaign. He added that by switching off their lights for an hour, BCL employees would be playing their part in energy use reduction. BCL consumes about 18 percent of Botswana Power Corporation (BPC) electricity.

"This is our support for the Earth Hour campaign as part of our information, education and public awareness to reduce costs for the Company as we are the biggest consumer of electricity in Botswana," Kganela said.

Most local companies with institutional housing have committed to participating with the hope that more towns in the country will come on board. Across the globe more than 37 national capitals and some of the great cities of the world including, Johannesburg, Cape Town, London, Beijing, Rome, Los Angeles, Sydney and Rio de Janeiro, will be dark when millions of residents switch off their lights at 8.30pm on March 28.

Some of the most famous landmarks on earth will also go dark for an hour, including the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Merlion in Singapore, the Sydney Opera House and the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff.

The Earth Hour campaign is a show of support for action on climate change and, more specifically, for a fair, effective and science-based global deal to be negotiated by world leaders at the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference at the end of this year. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903260874.html
South Africa: Successful Off-shore Environmental Vessel Returns

BuaNews- Cape Town — South Africa's off-shore environmental protection vessel, the Sarah Baartman, returned to Cape Town Harbour on Thursday from a four-nation transboundary fisheries patrol in South African, Tanzanian, Mozambican and Kenyan waters.

The joint patrol was aimed at improving and strengthening fisheries surveillance and law enforcement activities within the Southern African Developing Community (SADC) region and along the African coastline.

According to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, the inspectors from all four countries arrested six vessels and inspected more than 40 vessels. It covered more than 7200 nautical miles, which is the same distance from Cape Town to Helsinki in Finland and a further 3500km beyond that.

The eleven Fisheries Inspectors on board, including two inspectors each from Mozambique, Tanzania and Kenya, arrested six vessels and inspected a total of 41 fishing vessels over a 31 day period.

Two South African hake handline vessels were arrested approximately 30 nautical miles off Mossel Bay coast for inadequate and lack of required documentation on board the vessels, said the department. Inspections involve examining fishing gear, catches, log books, licenses and permits of fishing vessels.

In Mozambique another hake handline vessel was arrested for a lack of required documentation. A prawn fishing vessel was arrested for illegally fishing in a restricted zone, following high levels of hostility and resistance from the master and crew of the vessel.

The department said inspectors from the Sarah Baartman forcefully boarded the vessel and took control thereof. Mozambican inspectors arrested the vessel and escorted the vessel to the Port of Angoche in Mozambique.

In Tanzania, more than 290 tons of blue fin tuna was found onboard a vessel without any legitimate fishing permit or licence. The vessel and crew were arrested and all fish was confiscated by the Tanzanian authorities.

This incident drew widespread national recognition from Tanzanians for the inspectors and crew on-board the Sarah Baartman, resulting in special accolades being bestowed on the team by the Tanzanian Minister for Livestock and Fishing Development, John Magufuli.

The team inspectors were also invited by the President of Tanzania, President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete who paid tribute to the work the inspectors have done in fighting illegal fishing in Tanzanian waters.http://allafrica.com/stories/200903260750.html
Gambia: Forestry Director Calls for Attitudinal Change
The Daily Observer- The director of the Forestry department, Jatto Sillah, has stressed the need for attitudinal change amongst Gambians towards the sustainable management of the country's forestry resources.

He said the deliberate destruction of forest resources through various means could impact negatively on the socio-economic development of the country. Sillah's remark came in the wake of recent reports of fire incidents in places such as the Kanilai Game Reserve. According to official reports, bush fires, in recent times, have burnt down between 60 and 70 percent of the forest in the Lower River Region. Martina Demba, one of the biggest forest parks in the country, located in the Central River Region, was almost completely burnt.

In an exclusive interview with the Daily Observer, Sillah described these developments as "very unfortunate". Bush fire, he posited, constitutes one of the country's enemies in its sustainable development drive, particularly in the natural resources sector. Reiterating the negative impact this seemingly unending phenomenon has on the country's development plans, Sillah pointed out that bush fires do not only affect the forest, but that to a large extent "when bush fires occur the people are affected greatly, as are animals such as small ruminants, wildlife, and a wider range of other living things which contribute immensely in the maintenance of the natural vegetation"

According to Sillah, when bush fires occur, they do not only disturb natural regeneration, but kill it. "Our natural regeneration potential is enough to give us good forests if all hands are on deck to ensure that we protect them from incidents of bush fire," he said. Emphasizing the role of bush fires in enhancing negative climate change and the extinction of certain animal species, the director of Forestry called for changes in attitude. He said that his department has put in place several mechanisms such as participatory forest management, with fire committees having been set up in all villages across the country. He added that they have also instituted sensitization programmes aimed at putting an end to incidents of bush fire.

Forests, he said, are God-giving endowments which should be jealously guarded against any malicious efforts aimed at destroying them at the detriment of the masses. He warned that those who engage in wanton destruction of the forest will face the full force of the law as the forests belong to all. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903260878.html
Rwanda: How to Hug Trees Instead of Burning Them

Focus Media- column: Imagine a warehouse which covers the area of a football pitch, and which is a 100 meters high. This is a gigantic structure that would dwarf for instance the Ecobank building in Kigali city center. Now imagine 11 of such warehouses, and think about the quantity of wood required to completely fill all of them; now you have an idea of the annual consumption of fuel for cooking by Rwandan families.

Indeed, every year some 5.5 million m3 of wood is used in Rwanda for domestic cooking and heating (including schools and prisons), which represents 90% of all firewood consumed in the country. Industrial use (tea and sugar factories, restaurants, bakeries) is much lower, at some 155,550 m3 per year.

Although the problem has been around for decades, today the vast majority of Rwandans still uses wood fuel (often in the form of charcoal) for cooking. It is clear that this level of consumption is unsustainable, even with reforestation. All the more so since, considering the population growth, the eleven warehouses will quickly become a score. Before long, no tree will be left standing.

The solution is evident: reducing the quantity of wood consumed. Which is exactly what the government is trying to do; according to Yusuf Uwamahoro, the energy sector coordinator in the ministry of infrastructure, the target for 2020 is to reduce the volume of wood consumed by 50%, through efficient use of biomass and alternative sources of fuel.

The first option is, in the context of Rwanda, the most obvious, given that the stoves commonly used are highly wasteful. Therefore, the Center for Innovation and Technology Transfer (CITT) at KIST was tasked several years ago with developing more efficient cookers, which resulted in different wood stoves which all use only half or less of the fuel consumed by traditional ones.

"We produce a range of fuel-saving stoves that can meet everyone's financial capacity," says Jean Nepo Mutsinzi, a field engineer in CITT. "We have square and round ones, made either from clay, cement or metal. We want to promote these products because they save energy and are cheaper than charcoal."

CITT's mission is to promote the stoves and disseminate the technology, not mass production. It organizes training in the manufacturing of the cooking devices; in 2008 the center initiated 441 trainers in several districts of southern province including Huye, Gisagara, Nyamagabe and Nyaruguru.

"This year, we are planning to train 661 instructors countrywide who will manage to reach some 120,000 households," Mutsinzi explains.

Sensitization on more efficient use of wood will mainly target the rural areas, says Yusuf Uwamahoro of the infrastructure ministry. It will be accompanied by dissemination of improved carbonization methods to make charcoal. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903260530.html
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ASIA-PACIFIC REGION AT GREATER RISK IN COMBINED FUEL, FOOD AND CLIMATE CIRISES
· The Asia-Pacific region is at the epicenter of what is now being referred to as a “triple threat”: the convergence of the food and fuel crises, climate change and the current economic crisis. That’s according to the 2009 Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific, launched today by the UN’s Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).
  

· Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Secretary of ESCAP, said that the severity of the triple crises required a more responsive, action-oriented agenda. She added that the Survey’s findings and recommendations will serve as a guide to policymakers during these uncertain times. 
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