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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 9 March 2009

Other Environment News
· AFP: Could climate prove a change too far for Obama?
· Wall Street Journal (US): The Climate Change Lobby Has Regrets
· Reuters: U.S. needs to do more on climate: EU official
· AFP: Royals arrive in Chile to talk environment
· AFP: DR Congo signals reversal of forest reforms: NGOs
· AFP: Nigeria: potential gas hotspot, on frontline for climate change
· Reuters: Never waste a good crisis, Clinton says on climate 

· Reuters: China group urges government to stick to green goals
· Business Times (Singapore): Singapore should lead region in emission cuts
· New York Post (US): Fields of green - Eco degrees are the new MBAs
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
· ROAP
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of March 6th 2009
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of March 6th 2009
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Climate L’Org (Switzerland): Marrakech Process: Second Newsletter Released

06 March 2009

The second newsletter for the Marrakech Process has been released. The UN Environment Programme and the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs are the lead agencies for this global multi-stakeholder process to promote sustainable consumption and production (SCP). 

The newsletter reports on an event held at UNEP’s Governing Council meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 18 February 2009, titled “Building Resource Efficient Economies and Sustainable Societies,” during which participants discussed the Marrakech Process and the Resource Panel’s relevance to, inter alia, climate change and policy frameworks to support a transition to a green economy. The publication also includes sections on: the first public draft of the 10 Year Framework of Programmes for sustainable consumption and production; the second meeting of the Marrakech Process Advisory Committee held in October 2008, in Paris, France; national and regional activities and progress on SCP; the December 2008 launch of a UN Inter-Agency Network to increase awareness of the Marrakech Process and its activities; and other stakeholder contributions to the Marrakech Process. [The Newsletter]
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Indopia (India): Team of disadvantaged youths scale Mount Kilimanjaro

Mar 7 

A team of disadvantaged African youths have scaled Mount 

 HYPERLINK "http://search.indopia.in/begin.php?txtsearch=Kilimanjaro&newsCatId=2" 


 HYPERLINK "http://search.indopia.in/begin.php?txtsearch=Kilimanjaro&newsCatId=2" Kilimanjaro in United 

 HYPERLINK "http://search.indopia.in/begin.php?txtsearch=Nations&newsCatId=2" Nations Tanzania as part of the campaign to draw attention about the negative effects of climate change.

Kilimanjaro Initiative, a Nairobi-based NGO, in partnership with the UN. 
Tanzania and Ghana, reached the summit of Africa’s highest peak on Thursday as part of the fourth annual ascent organised by The 10 youths from Kenya, 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 
As they reached the peak, the team of 10 called UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who himself flew over weekend to see the decreasing amount of water in streams and less snow on the peak of 
Environment The UN Programme (UNEP) has warned that rising temperatures, increased rainfall and extreme weather conditions will dramatically change where and how people live in cities. 

Changing climates damages the economic and public infrastructure and stretches the ability of urban centres to accommodate displaced populations, leading to unemployment, deteriorating educational facilities, inadequate health care systems and a possible rise in crime in urban centres, according to the agency.
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Xinhua News (China):  Commentary: China's "scientific development" works to counter economic downturn 
March 8, 2009

China's relatively fast economic growth has caught the eye of the world at a time when most of the countries are experiencing the full wrath of a raging economic slowdown. 

As some Western media questions why China works, the world's economic experts and scholars are also wondering the same thing: What tools China has to keep its economy resilient and why it is well-positioned to weather the financial crisis? 

The answer lies in the nation's unique growth mode featuring a "scientific outlook on development." 

Over the three decades of reform and opening-up, China has evolved its own growth mode that aims to achieve development through scientific approaches based upon China's national conditions and the international situation, analysts said. 

The essence of such a growth mode is to seek a balance between development, stability, equity and clean environment, they said. 

China has greatly enhanced its overall national strength and "turned out to be an economic giant" through three decades of development, said Prof. Arnold van Zyl, vice president of South Africa's Stellenbosch University. 

An improved economic strength has given China greater room for maneuver in the face of the current global economic meltdown, he added. 

Thanks to the growth mode with distinct Chinese characteristics, the country is unleashing great power in the global arena, benefiting countries around the world. 

The fact that China has maintained an annual GDP growth of over9 percent over the last 20 years proves that the nation has found a way of sustainable development, the Colombian ambassador to China, Guillermo Ricardo Velez said. 

Meanwhile, the country has also managed to create a friendly international environment for its swift development, he added, 

While sparing no efforts in advancing economic growth, China has also attached great importance to the sustainability of its development and is striving to achieve harmony between man and nature. 

China's endeavor to enhance environmental protection, energy-saving and gas emission-cut and build a resource-conserving society is of great significance to the world, said Klaus Toepfer, former chief of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore also said at the 2008 Poznanclimate summit that China has mobilized a national effort to introduce CO2 reduction initiatives, and has already begun the largest tree-planting program the world has ever seen. 

China's rapid development is attributed to its stable social and political environment, whereas its national stability stems from the Chinese government's efforts to establish a harmonious society. 

The international community has highly appreciated such efforts made by China. "We all thank China for that because if China is not stable, the rest of the world will see unrest," said Annette Nijs, executive director of Global Initiative of the China-Europe International Business School. 

The Chinese government, Nijs said, is trying hard to keep what she called "five balances": the balance between urban and rural areas; between China's western and eastern regions; between man and nature; between economic growth and social stability; and between domestic development and going global strategies. 

"These five balances are essential to China's long-term development," she said. 

The United Nations has fully recognized China's efforts in poverty relief and improving people's livelihood. Under the UN Millennium Development Goals, China has achieved the goal in advance to cut poverty by half, and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization hailed that China has made the biggest contribution to the world's poverty reduction drive. 

In the face of the current global financial crisis, the world has witnessed the advantage of China's development model. China's outlook of scientific development has been affirmed and praised by the international community. 

Velia Hernandez, professor from the Autonomous National University of Mexico, said in order to weather the unprecedented crisis, the world needs to learn from China's experience. 
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New Nation (Bangladesh): Beijing Olympics get big green tick
March 9, 2009



The Beijing Olympics met if not exceeded many of its pledges on the environment, according to an assessment by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

From reducing air pollution to big investments in public transport and renewable energies, the organizers made major efforts to ensure that the 2008 Games marked a step forward in terms of an eco-friendly mass spectator sporting event. 

These are some of the conclusions of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games , Final Environmental Assessment, which was released on 18 February during the UNEP Governing Council meeting. 

The report underlines that more could have been done on engaging with Non-Governmental Organizations and cutting the Olympic and Paralympic Games' carbon footprint. 

But overall the UNEP assessment, conducted by independently appointed assessors, concludes that Beijing raised the environmental bar and the Games left a lasting legacy for the city. 

These achievements are all the more impressive given that the Games were held in a rapidly developing city in a country facing multiple development challenges in the first decade of the 21st century. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director who attended the summer Olympics, said: 'The public attention of the world 

focused on the Beijing Games and whether the authorities could pull off a landmark event on many fronts including the environment. They have fulfilled the promise of a Green Games in many areas including public transport, waste treatment and green Olympic venues.'

The challenge now facing Beijing is how to consolidate the achievements of the Games and turn them into a green legacy in the long term. UNEP's assessment of Beijing's achievements and challenges also provides key recommendations for the organizers of the Games in Vancouver, London and Sochi , as well as other mass sporting events , as they strive to realize their goals and set the environmental bar ever higher. 

The Beijing Games and the environment 

The Beijing organizers' goal was to offer a 'Green Olympics' to the world , overall, it is estimated that the authorities in China invested more than US$17 billion on environmental projects for the Games. 

This plan was laid out in a series of twenty key environmental commitments ranging from the improvement of the city's transport infrastructure to the upgrading of the waste system and an increase in the city's green coverage. The city authorities also achieved a complete phase-out of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs)â€"an ozone-damaging greenhouse gas , years ahead of the 2030 target. 

Along with environmental improvements across the city, a powerful legacy of the Games is increased awareness of environmental issues in China, particularly among Beijing residents and businesses. 

The report highlights several areas where the Beijing Olympic organizers 

exceeded their commitments, including: On emissions, the organizers had committed to implementing vehicle 

emission standards equal to Euro II for light vehicles , in fact, Beijing switched to Euro IV emission standards for cars in time for the Games. The greening of Beijing and the Olympic venues, with the creation of 720 green spaces in central Beijing. Since winning the bid to host the Olympic Games, approximately 8,800 hectares of green space was developed using more than 30 million trees and rose bushes. 

The number of blue sky days (days with an Air Pollution Index of 100 or below) rose from less than 180 in 2000 to 274 days in 2008. Waste classification and recycling goals were exceeded by 2 per cent and 5 per cent, respectively. Further, hazardous and medical waste treatment facilities were expanded and updated, all solid waste was sorted in venues, and the recycling rate in the Olympic venues was 23 per cent higher than the committed level. 

The authors also identified challenges in a few areas, including: 

The lack of mandatory guidelines for Olympic suppliers on materials including timber. 

A missed opportunity on engaging with Non-Governmental Organizations and benefiting from their expertise from the outset of the Games preparations. 

Air quality was by far the most prominent environmental issue the Olympic organizers and the Beijing municipal authorities had to manage. Indeed it has been an issue for several previous Olympic Games, including Los Angeles and Athens. 

The report notes that 'significant efforts before and during the Games were focused on improving Beijing's air quality'and that 'as a result, air quality improved significantly'. 

Studies show that the special measures taken for the Olympic Games , in conjunction with weather conditions in August , led to reductions in carbon monoxide (CO) by 47 per cent; nitrogen dioxide (NO2) by 38 per cent; volatile organic compounds (VOC) by 30 per cent; particulate matter (PM10) by 20 per cent; and sulphur dioxide (SO2) by 14 per cent. 

The Games also 'greatly increased public awareness of air quality'in Beijing, leading the public to press for continued efforts to sustain the improved quality of life experienced during the Games. 

However, the report notes that 'there remains significant room to improve Beijing's air quality', the PM10 standard in the city remains a challenge. 

Future air quality challenges in Beijing are likely to focus on the smaller particles (PM2.5), which are not currently subject to standards in China but raise health issues. 

Transport: The Beijing organizers' comprehensive measures to cut emissions and improve public transportation in the sprawling city included a switch more stringent vehicle emission and fuel quality standards in 2008, in line with Euro III and Euro IV emission standards. 

The authorities also improved the city's public transport infrastructure, bringing the number of railway tracks from four to eight. Some of the temporary measures introduced during the Games , including a ban on heavily polluting vehicles and restrictions on the number of cars in the city centre , were extended for several months after the Games. 

The report concludes that the Games played a crucial role in Beijing's transition to more stringent vehicle standards and smoothed the way for the Beijing authorities and China's Central Government to implement future sustainable transport initiatives. However congestion remains a challenge, with 1,000 new vehicles registered daily. The authors recommend that the city further expand its public transport capacity by building more subways and railways, and consider policy options including tax cuts for clean vehicles and congestion fees in crowded areas. 

The report also recommends that the integrated approach for fuels and vehicles taken in Beijing be pursued at the national level. 

Energy: Reducing Beijing's dependence on coal and improving energy efficiency and air quality were a priority for the Game organizers. 

The report notes that the Olympic Games accelerated the introduction of energy-efficient infrastructure in Beijing , more than 20 per cent of the total electricity consumed in all the venues was supplied by renewable energy , and that the Games' showcase of best practices in clean energy and energy efficiency 'provided a basis for the organizers of other mass events to learn from'. 

The city of Beijing continues to rely on coal for 40 per cent of its energy consumption, and the report recommends 'a more deliberate effort to reduce coal consumption in Beijing, in tandem with increasing the supply of clean and renewable energy'. 

Water: Protecting Beijing's limited water supply was a key objective of the organizers, and the report concludes that the measures they took 'serve as an international example of creative and aggressive measures that can be taken to minimize water use, maximize the efficient use of existing water resources and protect the water ecosystems'. 

To build on these achievements, the report recommends that the Beijing Municipal Government ensure that innovative water-efficiency measures (including storm water capture and storage) be increasingly applied throughout the city, especially in all new buildings and developments. 

The authors also say the International Olympic Committee should promote in all the cities hosting Olympic events the adoption of sustainable water 

management strategies that will benefit host cities well beyond the staging of the Games. 

Waste: Beijing achieved all of its commitments in the area of waste , waste classification and recycling goals were exceeded, and the in-venue recycling rate was 23 per cent higher than the committed level. 

The report recommends that additional policies and infrastructure be used to increase waste treatment and capacity, along with economic incentives to complement waste reduction and more comprehensive policies and regulations on waste and recycling. 

Green venues: The report praises Beijing's 'remarkable results in incorporating an array of environmental elements into the planning, construction and management of Games venues'. 

In several areas, particularly efficient design and renewable energy use, the Games pioneered technologies and planning that leave a green legacy for further planning across China, but also for the organizers of other mass events. 

Areas where there is room for improvement include sustainable forestry , with a lack of mandatory timber purchasing guidelines for the Beijing venues , as well as the lack of a systematic environmental footprint analysis to assess the benefits of the green measures. 

The IOC should encourage future host cities to invest in new and innovative approaches in energy efficient design and water-saving technologies, and to adopt mandatory purchasing policies for Games-related construction materials. 

Climate neutrality: For the first time for a global sports event, Beijing's climate neutrality programme took into account the carbon emissions from international flights. However, the lack of a clear methodology and reliable figures make it difficult for UNEP to assess the carbon footprint of the Games and the impact of the measures to mitigate and offset the emissions. 

The report says organizers of upcoming major sports events should be encouraged to seriously look at their carbon footprint and analyze primary data from events. It would also be useful for the IOC and other sport organizations to come up with a harmonized standard for addressing the issue of carbon neutrality in sport. 

The report says the Beijing Organizing Committee missed an opportunity to fully engage with NGOs and benefit from their expertise from the outset of the Games preparations. The organizing committee only began engaging NGOs from the end of 2006, by which time the construction of most Games facilities was nearing completion and many policies were already in place. 

The authors say it would be useful for the Beijing Municipal Government to engage NGOs in discussions on how to carry forward and reinforce the full range of environmental measures undertaken for the Games. 

(The UNEP report followed a memorandum of understanding between the organization and the Beijing 2008 Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games (BOCOG) in 2005 in which UNEP offered assistance to achieve environmentally friendly Games.)
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Standard (Kenya): Woes mount at UN office over Tibaijuka demotion

March 8, 2009

UN-Habitat Director General Anna Tibaijuka could have been demoted due to her efforts to restore order at the UN Office in Nairobi. 

It has also emerged that UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon did not consult his Special Adviser on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, Ms Rachel Mayanja.

The demotion has also opened up administrative problems at the UN Office in Nairobi (UNON), with issues of who will be in charge when new Director General Achim Steiner is out of station. 

According to correspondence in our possession, Dr Tibaijuka could have been hounded out as punishment for her dedication to restore order.

"It would be a paradox to treat her this way and punish her for her efforts to restore order and decency in administration at the Nairobi duty station," wrote Mozambican Permanent Representative to Unep and Un-Habitat. 

An investigation by American media agency Inner City Press (ICP) revealed that Mayanja was not informed of the changes. 

Asked whether Mr Ban consulted her before demoting one of his most senior female officials, she said: "I am not very familiar with this issue. I need to look into it and get properly informed before answering you."

Rotation principle

In demoting Tibaijuka, Ban espoused what he termed the principle of rotation, but questions are being raised as to the selective application of the principle.

Tibaijuka, a Tanzanian, has headed UNON for two and half years, while the head of UN Office in Geneva, a Russian, Mr Sergei Ordzhonikidze, has been head of station for seven years.

"If there is a policy of rotation, it is selective, it appears," observes ICP.

Tibaijuka’s demotion came after a memo changing the requirements for holding the office to fit in her successor.

In a UN memo dated April 28, last year, Ban stated, "The Office (UNON) is headed by a Director-General, at the Under-Secretary-General level, who is the most senior Under-Secretary-General among the Heads of the United Nations Programmes headquartered at the duty station, namely, Unep and UN-Habitat." 

But in a new memo, called bulletin in UN circles, which came into effect on March 1, Ban quietly changed the clause omitting "most senior". It reads: "The office is headed by a Director-General, at the Under-Secretary-General level, designated by the Secretary-General from among the heads of United Nations Programmes headquartered at the duty station, namely, Unep and UN-Habitat." 

Had the UN been strict acoording to the original bulletin, Mr Steiner would not have become UNON chief because with six years experience as an Under Secretary-General, Tibaijuka is his senior.

Tibaijuka is still the executive director of UN-Habitat in Nairobi.

Administrative troubles

According to ICP, Steiner is said to have, immediately upon appointment, run into administrative troubles when he tried to appoint the Officer-In-Charge (OIC).

"The Under Secretary General for Management Angela Kane demanded that the former DG (Tibaijuka) serve as OIC, not realising the legal contradictions in the new hastily prepared bulletin. 

The former DG expressed the legal impossibility of her serving as OIC for the new DG, but her concerns were left unanswered," ICP says.

In the impending confusion, Steiner attempted to identify OIC by approaching the Assistant Secretary-General for UN-Habitat Inga Klevby, who allegedly refused on grounds that she saw no statutory basis or administrative guidelines to serve in that capacity.
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Daily Nation (Kenya): Tibaijuka demotion tests EA relations

March 8, 2009

This week’s demotion of Tanzania’s top diplomat at the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON) has soured relations between Kenya and Tanzania, the Sunday Nation has learnt.

Mrs Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, a Tanzanian national who headed the Nairobi office until last Sunday, was replaced by Achim Steiner, the United Nations Environmental Programme boss in Nairobi.

Relations between the two neighbouring nations, also members of the East African Community, are reported to be troubled following her demotion.

Tanzania made frantic efforts to ensure Mrs Tibaijuka was not demoted, including sending the country’s permanent representative to the United Nations in New York to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon.

These efforts were augmented by those of African diplomats in Nairobi and employees at the UN Nairobi office pleading with Mr Ban not to replace her.

The efforts failed and Mr Steiner sent a memo to all members of staff to alert them that Mr Ban had designated him as the Director General of UNON effective March 1, 2009.

Some employees at the Gigiri complex who refused to be named for fear of antagonising their superiors said Mrs Tibaijuka was seen to have favoured one of the Grand Coalition members, a key factor in her demotion.

Mrs Tibaijuka has been in Nairobi since 2001 when she was named to head UN-Habitat and later promoted to Director General of UNON in September 2006.

According to correspondence in our possession, the move to clip her wings began last September after the UN General Assembly in New York.

Kenya’s role
Kenya is accused of playing a key role in having the Tanzanian replaced after it proposed to Mr Ban that the Nairobi office be elevated, with an independent Director General who is not linked to any of the two programmes, Unep and UN-Habitat, heading it.

Tanzania believes that those who wanted Mrs Tibaijuka out exploited this proposal to kick her out.

But as early as last November, African ambassadors in Nairobi were concerned that there was an attempt to have Mrs Tibaijuka replaced.

Writing on behalf of heads of diplomatic missions in Nairobi, Mozambique permanent representative to Unep and UN-Habitat, Mr Marcos Namashulua, pleaded with Mr Ban not to demote the Tanzanian diplomat.

The dean of African diplomats in Nairobi cautioned that the abrupt demotion of Mrs Tibaijuka would cast her negatively.

“You may recall that her appointment was made in spite of attempts by some elements to discredit her,” Mr Namashulua said, adding that her removal would vindicate attacks against her.

The envoy further said that her removal, coming just days after a multi-billion-shilling scandal in which she had no involvement, would indicate that she had failed in her management role.

Mr Namashulua said Mr Steiner would find it difficult “to operate with the trust and confidence of some staff and delegates.”

In a second letter to Mr Ban on February 26, 2009, the Mozambican diplomat lamented that the policy of removing one executive head only to be replaced by another would create problems. 

“We foresee it would only serve to spoil an otherwise harmonious relationship between the executive heads operating from this duty station,” said Mr Namashulua.

He said that since the Secretary General had failed to create an independent Director General as requested by Kenya, Mrs Tibaijuka should be allowed to conclude her term.

The president of staff at UNON, Ms Rhoda Atana, writing to the UN boss on the same day, said the Nairobi office was tense over rumours of the imminent removal of Mrs Tibaijuka as the Director General.

Ms Atana said the Tanzanian diplomat had headed UNON well before violence broke out in Kenya after the 2007 General Election.

Mrs Tibaijuka was the only woman appointed a director general of a UN duty station.

“We, therefore, believe her removal from office would be against the principles of gender balance that you have been promoting,” Ms Atana told Mr Ban.

Mr Ban had in January said there were no plans to have an independent director general named for Nairobi.

He said the position did not exist and member states had not provided resources for it.

Angry employees
It came as a surprise last month when word went round that Mr Steiner was taking over from Mrs Tibaijuka, whose tenure was to end in 2010.

Employees at Gigiri held a silent gathering at the complex to express their concern over the demotion.

Another demonstration was held in Kibera where UN-Habitat is supporting a slum upgrading project together with the government.

The UN-Habitat boss did not appear at any of the two functions although a close ally of the diplomat told the Sunday Nation that she was “devastated” by the demotion.

Mrs Tibaijuka left Nairobi for Liberia on Thursday night with the final destination for her trip said to be New York.

She is expected to confer with Mr Ban but sources in her office declined to reveal the reasons for her New York trip.
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East African (Kenya): Powerful interests plotted Tibaijuka abrupt removal

March 7, 2009

Powerful vested interests within the United Nations are suspected to be behind the removal of Mrs Anna Tibaijuka from the helm of the United Nations establishment in Nairobi. 

It appears that certain people had from the start been uncomfortable with Mrs Tibaijuka’s 2006 appointment to head the United Nations Office in Nairobi (UNON). 

“When it became evident that she was to be appointed to the post, they initiated an investigation against her, claiming that she had misused a her official vehicle, and reported the matter to the former UN secretary general, Kofi Annan,” said a UN official who declined to be named, citing the risk to his job.

But Mr Annan ignored the claims as he appointed Mrs Tibaijuka to head UNON until 2010.

A clique of officials who worked under Mrs Tibaijuka at the UNON appear finally to have managed to convince current UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon that she was to blame for the serious issues documented in an audit report published last year.

Last week, the media carried reports that Mr Ki-moon had appointed the current Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, Achim Steiner, to replace Mrs Tibaijuka at UNON.

The Tanzanian national was appointed by Mr Annan to replace a former head of Unep , Dr Klaus Toepfer, whose term of office ended on March 31, 2006. 

Like her replacement, Dr Toepfer is also a German national who had headed the country’s environment ministry before starting his term at Unep.

But according to a long trail of confidential documents made available to The Eastfrican, it would seem Mrs Tibaijuka was penalised over things that happened before she took office at UNON. 

There is also evidence that her days were numbered the moment she started questioning serious fraud affecting, among other things, the procurement for the construction of a $25 million project to upgrade the UN headquarters at Gigiri in Nairobi.

Commencing in 2001, UN headquarters in New York had been providing a stream of funds for the job. 

However, there appear to have been delays that Mrs Tibaijuka, as the head of UNON, was asked to explain. 

“But she did not have an answer because all along, she had been kept in the dark,” said a highly placed source at UNON who did not want to be named.

The EastAfrican has also seen documents showing that the director in-charge of UNON’s procurement, Alexander Barabanov, had been reporting directly to an Under-Secretary General at UN Head Office in New York, Angela Kane, a German national.

The same official had formally authorised Mr Barabanov to oversee all financial and procurement services at UNON as per a letter dated May 19, 2005. So, by the time Mrs Tibaijuka assumed headship of UNON, Mr Barabanov had been in charge of procurement for a year.

It appears that immediately Mrs Tibaijuka assumed office, she ordered the audit, which was to cover the period between 2004 and 2006, when UNON was headed by Mr Toepfer. When the report was released on February 28, 2008, it detailed serious fraud.

Conducted by the Office of Internal Oversight Services’ Internal Audit Division, the audit report said UNON could have lost as much as Ksh10 billion ( $130 million) in procurement and administrative irregularities over the period. 

The scandal was blamed on employees who were alleged to have had links with companies given contracts by both Unep and UN-Habitat who grossly inflated costs of goods and services procured by the UN body.

The audit report came shortly after the UN headquarters in New York had been told how poor management and inadequate accountability had hampered construction work meant to upgrade the Nairobi Office to the same status as the Geneva and Vienna offices. 

The EastAfrican has also seen documents showing that after she received the audit report, Mrs Tibaijuka acted by separating UNON’s procurement arm from its support services. This is contained in an information circular she released on August 4, 2008.

However, the head of pocurement, Vibekke Gravind, reacted by writing to Mr Ki-moon on September, 26, 2008, challenging Mrs Tibaijuka’s decision.

Interestingly, the UN boss did not write formally to Mrs Tibaijuka revoking her 2006 appointment by Annan. 

She is said to have learnt about the decision from her successor via e-mail. She thereupon wrote to the Secretary General on February 28 seeking to know her official status. 

Upon receiving Tibaijuka’s letter, Mr Ki-moon wrote back the same day confirming that he had indeed replaced her. “I hereby confirm my decision communicated to you (by Steiner)...” Even so, this letter did not outright say whether he had revoked her appointment.

Since the matter came into the limelight, observers have been questioning not just the behaviour of the secretary general, but also the roles that Germany, Russia and, apparently, Kenya have played in the matter. 

It is said that Russia has been unhappy that Mrs Tibaijuka’s effort to reform UNON appeared to target its national, Mr Barabanov. 

Germany, through its national, Mr Steiner, has been the main beneficiary. 

On its part, Kenya — particularly one of the partners in the Grand Coalition government — is said to have been silently uncomfortable with Mrs Tibaijuka’s role in inviting Kofi Annan to mediate the National Accord. 

It appears that Kenya had officially complained against Mr Barabanov over remarks the latter had made against the country. 

According to a letter written by Kenya’s Foreign Affairs Permanent Secretary, Thuita Mwangi, to Mrs Tibaijuka on March 20, 2007, Kenya was angered by Mr Barabanov for questioning “the country’s ability to handle arrangements” for one of the organisation’s regular meetings. 

It appears that Mrs Tibaijuka took this as a serious breach of UN diplomacy for she escalated the matter by reporting the latter to the UN Secretary General.

Moreover, an internal UN investigation says that Mr Barabanov “acknowledged that he improperly” had the UN Chief of Security issue him a UNON firearm and a temporary firearm permit; the Office of Internal Oversight Services had recommended action against him.
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Le Devoir (Canada): Deux fois plus d'autos, deux fois moins de GES

7-3-09

Une coalition internationale propose de réduire la consommation moyenne des autos de 50 % d'ici 2050

 Une coalition d'organismes internationaux a proposé cette semaine une stratégie internationale pour réduire de 50 % la consommation moyenne des automobiles d'ici 2050 grâce à des solutions technologiques presque toutes disponibles présentement et à une panoplie de mesures normatives et incitatives qu'il faudra harmoniser entre tous les pays.

Comme pour démontrer la validité de ce plan, Honda d'Amérique ajoutait cette semaine à sa flotte de camions lourds un «classe 8» hybride capable à lui seul de réduire annuellement de 45 tonnes les émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES) d'un véhicule à moteur thermique comparable, soit des émissions équivalentes à celles de 22 automobiles. On imagine quel serait l'impact bénéfique sur le climat si 80 % de la flotte des poids lourds en Amérique du Nord était ainsi équipée. Et les économies pour les propriétaires... 

Mais le rapport, parrainé notamment par le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) et l'Agence internationale de l'énergie (AIE), porte uniquement sur le parc automobile mondial. Ce dernier compte présentement un milliard de voitures et ce nombre, selon le rapport, devrait doubler d'ici 2050. 

La stratégie «50/50» ne vise que la réduction moyenne de la consommation des voitures et non une réduction de 50 % d'ici 2050 de la consommation globale du parc automobile mondial, qui aura alors doublé. Si la consommation moyenne des voitures était réduite de moitié d'ici 2050, cela permettrait de ramener les émissions de GES de ce parc au niveau des émissions de 2005. 

Gains énormes 

En 2025, si cette stratégie est mise en place par les gouvernements à très court terme, les émissions du parc automobile seraient réduites d'un milliard de tonnes de GES ou de une gigatonne (Gt). En 2050, la réduction serait de 2 Gt par rapport à un scénario de laisser-faire. 

Selon le rapport international, la stratégie du 50/50 permettrait de réduire la consommation annuelle de pétrole du parc automobile de six milliards de barils de pétrole, une économie de 600 milliards de dollars par année, sans compter les bénéfices attribuables à la réduction de la pollution urbaine. 

Présentement, les émissions de CO2 du parc auto se situent autour de 2,8 Gt par an. Elles atteindront entre 4,3 Gt et 7,2 Gt en 2050 si la communauté internationale ne contrôle pas cette croissance, ce qui serait d'autant plus facile à amorcer maintenant, alors que les constructeurs réclament presque tous une aide gouvernementale pour se sortir de la crise économique. 

Les voitures personnelles sont actuellement responsables de la moitié de toutes les émissions de GES du secteur des transports. Mais cette part devrait être ramenée à environ 40 % en 2050 en raison de la croissance prévue du transport aérien et du fret par poids lourds. 

Pour atteindre cet objectif, précise le rapport, il faudra réduire la consommation moyenne des véhicules neufs de 30 % d'ici 2020 et de 50 % d'ici 2030. En raison de la durabilité des plus vieilles voitures, la réduction globale serait alors limitée à 20 % en 2020 et à 35 % en 2030, pour en arriver finalement à l'objectif de 50 % en 2050. 

Diverses études, notamment d'origines britannique et étasunienne, confirment qu'il est technologiquement possible de réduire de 30 % d'ici 2020 -- ou d'ici une décennie, en somme -- la consommation moyenne des voitures. 

Écarts considérables 

Mais l'atteinte de cet objectif ne va pas se faire de la même façon partout. Il faudra cependant qu'elle passe partout par trois choses: une augmentation considérable des ventes de voitures hybrides et des tout-électriques, une amélioration de la performance environnementale des centrales thermiques (surtout les «branchables») et la mise en place dès maintenant d'incitatifs fiscaux comme des taxes accrues sur l'essence, des taxes sur le carbone ou des incitatifs fiscaux comme des malus-bonus pour récompenser les propriétaires de véhicules moins énergivores et pénaliser les récalcitrants au changement. Les organismes internationaux estiment qu'il faut aussi commencer à harmoniser les systèmes normatifs afin que les constructeurs cessent rapidement de produire les véhicules les plus énergivores. 

Une telle harmonisation devrait aussi atténuer les disparités entre pays. Par exemple, dans les pays de l'OCDE, la consommation moyenne se situe autour de 8 litres aux 100 km, mais elle dépasse les 9 litres aux États-Unis. 

Les écarts sont encore plus surprenants si on compare les émissions de GES des différents parcs automobiles. La moyenne des véhicules aux États-Unis émettaient en 2002 environ 260 grammes (g) de CO2 par kilomètre, comparativement à 241 au Canada et 170 en Europe. Les États-Unis entendent ramener les émissions des nouvelles voitures en 2012 à 210 g/km alors que la Californie vise 187 g/km. En comparaison, l'Europe exigera en 2012 un maximum de 135 g/km et le Japon, qui utilise de puissants incitatifs fiscaux, limitera leurs émissions à 130 g/km. 

Selon les agences internationales, l'allégement des véhicules et l'obligation de limiter la puissance des moteurs au profit d'une réduction des émissions et de la consommation rendent possible l'atteinte d'un objectif de consommation de 4 litres aux 100 km pour le parc mondial. Mais une attention particulière devra être apportée à ce dossier dans les pays en développement, où se concentrera 80 % de l'augmentation prévisible du parc automobile. 

Du reste, certains pays comme la Chine l'ont déjà compris et ne veulent visiblement pas imiter la catastrophe écologique roulante que constitue le parc automobile nord-américain. La Chine, qui plafonnait déjà en 2002 les émissions des véhicules neufs à 210 grammes, soit l'objectif du gouvernement fédéral des États-Unis pour 2012, impose déjà cette année un plafond de 170 grammes. C'est l'équivalent de ce que la Californie vise pour 2016! Mais ces 170 grammes étaient déjà la norme en Europe en 2002 sans causer de problème de mobilité personnelle... 

Les progrès techniques 

Les principaux gains technologiques sur lesquels reposera l'atteinte de ces objectifs, selon le rapport, sont d'abord les perfectionnements de la technologie des hybrides et des tout-électriques, particulièrement les voitures «branchables». 

Les progrès dans le domaine des batteries seront fondamentaux, ajoute le rapport, mais le gain principal résultera des procédés de production de masse qui réduiront le prix des accumulateurs. 

On prévoit d'autre part que l'évolution des techniques de pointe comme les piles à combustible auront un impact plus marginal sur les progrès de la voiture personnelle. Par contre, la formation des conducteurs à la conduite écologique et la présence d'instruments de bord qui témoigneront de la consommation en continu, ainsi que les prix croissants du pétrole en fonction de l'amenuisement des réserves mondiales, pourront aussi contribuer sensiblement à l'atteinte de ces objectifs, tout comme les perfectionnements de l'intermodalité, de l'aménagement urbain, et l'amélioration des tests de consommation et d'émissions qui sont à la base des normes gouvernementales.
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EFE (Spain): PNUMA: Deforestación de Amazonía equivale a casi todo territorio de Venezuela

5 mar 2009

La agricultura migratoria y la ganadería han generado una deforestación acumulada en la Amazonía de 857.666 kilómetros cuadrados hasta 2005, lo que equivale al 94 por ciento del territorio venezolano, según un informe presentado hoy en Lima del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

Sólo en el período 2000-2005 se deforestaron 27.218 kilómetros cuadrados anuales, precisa el informe "Perspectivas del medio Ambiente en la Amazonía: Geo Amazonía", elaborado por 150 expertos con el apoyo del PNUMA y la organización del Tratado de Cooperación Amazónica (OTCA).

Si la pérdida de bosques amazónicos excede al 30 por ciento de la cobertura vegetal disminuirían las lluvias y haría que la gente aumente sus prácticas de quema de bosques para liberar vapor de agua, lo que además, generaría una mayor emisión de gases invernadero, advierte el estudio.

En ese sentido, los expertos afirman que si continúan las malas prácticas, el bosque húmedo amazónico podría estar deforestado en un 55 por ciento en 2030 y probablemente gran parte de la Amazonía se convertiría en una gran sabana antes de que concluya el siglo XXI.

El texto también señala que la pérdida de la biodiversidad se expresa en el aumento de las especies amenazadas, pero no se cuenta con información precisa sobre este asunto.

El volumen de agua de la cuenca amazónica representa alrededor del veinte por ciento del total del agua dulce en el mundo, pero "la disponibilidad de aguas superficiales en cada uno de los países que conforman la cuenca amazónica depende en gran medida del uso y manejo adecuado que se realiza en cada uno de ellos", añade.

Asimismo, las aguas superficiales de la región amazónica están siendo afectadas por las explotaciones mineras, derrames de hidrocarburos, uso de químicos para la agricultura, desechos sólidos y de las ciudades y de la transformación de los cultivos de hoja de coca, según alertaron los expertos en el informe.

"El cambio de uso del suelo amazónico debido al crecimiento de actividades económicas, la construcción de infraestructura y el establecimiento de asentamientos humanos ha generado una acelerada transformación del ecosistema amazónico", indica el texto.

Los expertos alertan de que la dinámica económico-productiva en la Amazonía como respuesta a la demanda de los mercados internacionales también genera un uso intensivo de los recursos naturales como la madera y otros productos no maderables (castaña), hidrocarburos y minerales, así como una rápida expansión de la minería y agricultura.

"El crecimiento poblacional, la expansión de actividades económicas y el desarrollo de la infraestructura han llevado a modificar significativamente el uso del suelo en la región, lo que está causando la fragmentación de los ecosistemas, deforestación y pérdida de la biodiversidad", según el reporte.

Cinco de los ocho países amazónicos (Bolivia, Brasil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Perú, Surinam y Venezuela) que comparten la región tiene más del 50 por ciento de su población amazónica asentada en áreas urbanas.EFE
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AFP: Could climate prove a change too far for Obama?

Sat Mar 7, 3:39 pm ET

European enthusiasm for President Barack Obama's ambitious programme of US renewal does not hide deep uncertainty over the likelihood of his delivering on measures to combat climate change.

Nine months from UN talks in Denmark, where world leaders will try to wrap up agreement on a new global climate change treaty to succeed the Kyoto Protocol that expires in 2012, there are real fears that events may conspire against Obama.

The depth of the disaster that has befallen the US economy in particular -- witness Friday's announcement of over 650,000 jobs lost in February alone -- and the difficulties Obama has faced getting Congress to greenlight his rescue plans underscore significant obstacles ahead.

Besides, given the US failure to meet its Kyoto commitments -- the protocol was signed by Bill Clinton's administration in 1997 but subsequently rejected by Senate -- European partners retain bitter memories of promises broken.

Several European environment ministers, including those from Denmark, France and Poland, this week met separately with the new team in charge of environment and climate issues for Obama's administration and numerous congressional representatives from both sides, Republican and Democratic.

UN climate chief Yvo de Boer, who was also in Washington for a first contact, restated the "encouragement" he has taken from Obama's stance.

Last month, de Boer described Obama's position on climate change as "a sea change" for the US, but this week, he too underlined the need to listen carefully to the views of Congress.

While Obama eventually got his 787-billion-dollar economic stimulus plan through Congress, battles still loom on healthcare, climate change, energy and education -- not to mention foreign policy.

"The lack of communication between the Senate and the administration around the time of Kyoto was an error we cannot allow to be repeated," de Boer said after this week's talks.

"It is necessary to pay very close attention to what Congress has to say" on the issue of Obama's proposed federal US law to introduce new caps, and subsequently reductions, on national carbon emissions, one of the principal battlegrounds come December's Copenhagen talks.

US emissions are the world's highest per capita, but Obama wants to see a 14 percent reduction from 2005 levels by 2020 and and an 83 percent drop by 2050.

Given the spectacular rise in global emissions and the distinct lack of action under the eight years of George W. Bush's administration, even this effort looks lightweight to some eyes -- but the challenges are, above all, political.

"The language is still as enthusiastic, but we sense a dampener with Congress, which could put the brakes on progress given (economic) difficulties," warned French minister Jean-Louis Borloo.

Observers doubt that Congress will have passed such a law by the time the Copenhagen crunch talks reach their conclusion.

In that event, then, what chance Washington being able to sign up to multilateral commitments in December?

For Denmark's climate minister, Connie Hedegaard, "it's up to the Americans to decide if they need to link the two or not."

She added: "The president and his administration have adopted a high profile on the issue and I don't want to speculate on what will happen if (the domestic law) doesn't work.

"We have to keep up the (international) pressure. Because, if we miss this opportunity, who can say if there will be another chance in 2010 or 2011?" 

Carlos Pascual, vice-dDirector of the Brookings Institution, a respected Washington think-tank, says European partners need to be more "realistic." 

"The pressures brought on by the state of the US economy are far greater than at the time of Kyoto. We have terrible problems here which we can't just ignore or leave to one side". 

"First of all, we need to transform our economy." 

With the next set of pre-Copenhagen negotiations scheduled for the end of March in Germany, de Boer stressed that Obama's team has "only been in place for five weeks." 

"If the United States comes to Bonn with some basic principles and ideas, that will already be a strong step forward," he said.
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Wall Street Journal (US): The Climate Change Lobby Has Regrets

Cap and trade is going to cost them 
March 6, 2009
Jim Rogers is not happy with the Obama administration. Ever since the White House unveiled its costly climate program, the CEO of Duke Energy has been arguing the proposals amount to nothing more than a tax. Indeed. 

Mr. Rogers belongs to the U.S. Climate Action Partnership, about 30 companies that decided they were going to dance with the U.S. government to the tune of global warming legislation. The group demanded a "cap-and-trade" system, figuring they'd craft the rules so as to obtain regulatory certainty, with little upfront cost. At the time, Mr. Rogers explained: "If you don't have a seat at the table, you'll wind up on the menu." 

 Duke sat, yet it and its compatriots are still shaping up to be Washington's breakfast, lunch and dinner. The Obama plan will cost plenty, upfront, which will be borne by Mr. Rogers's customers. The Duke CEO tells me that he still sees opportunity to change the proposal: "This is not my first rodeo, in terms of working with the legislative process." There nonetheless may be a lesson here for companies that invite the U.S. government to saddle them with huge, expensive regulations. 

"People are learning," says William Kovacs, vice president of environment, technology and regulatory affairs at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce (which has been cautious about embracing a climate plan). "The Obama budget did more to help us consolidate and coalesce the business community than anything we could have done. It's opened eyes to the fact that this is about a social welfare transfer system, not about climate." 

Truth is, any cap-and-trade system is a tax, even if Mr. Obama's plan has only started to force business proponents to admit it. The government sets a cap on how much greenhouse gas can be emitted annually. Companies buy and sell permits that allow them to emit. Customers bear the price of those permits. 

But the political question was always how that first batch of permits would end up with companies. Corporate support rested on the belief they'd be "allocated," for free. This would allow them to delay the day when they'd have to pass costs on to consumers, and ignore, for now, the "tax" question. 

It didn't take long for the pols to figure out they could auction off permits and spend the loot. President Obama's auction bonanza would earn the feds $650 billion in 10 years, according to the administration's budget estimate -- and that's a low, low, low estimate. 

Thus Mr. Rogers's lament. No one can now pretend that this isn't going to cost, and Duke is going to be tagged as tax collector via higher electricity bills. If the customer outrage won't be enough, some utilities will also be forced into fights with state regulators, who have to approve the rate-hike requests. 

Congress isn't sympathetic. Most Democrats want the money to spend, while many Republicans have written off companies asking for government freebies. "What you saw when [the Climate Action Partnership] was draping itself in the name of saving mankind, what they were really doing was trying to create the largest earmark in modern history," says Tennessee Republican Sen. Bob Corker of the "allocation" system. 

Mr. Corker has been having fun exposing the self-dealing in recent climate bills. Companies aside, he blew an early whistle on Congress's ambitions to use an auction system to enrich itself. During last year's debate on Sen. Barbara Boxer's (D., Calif.) climate bill, he offered an amendment to require rebates of all auction funds to American families. It helped kill the bill, as did a growing awareness among Midwest and Southern Democrats that the legislation would disproportionately hammer their industries and constituents. 

Mr. Obama is promising to return auction money to Americans, via a tax cut he proposed on the campaign trail. Mr. Corker calls this a "sleight of hand," since people were counting on a tax cut in any event. Nobody told them they'd have to fund it with higher energy costs. It's also a wealth transfer -- electricity users in coal-heavy Ohio, for instance, will be funding tax cuts for green Californians. Not that congressional spenders have any intention of using this money for tax cuts in the first place. 

All this foreshadows the political battles to come. With the business community moving more uniformly against the bill, the administration will be looking to cut a deal. One way to buy support is to offer a certain percentage of the permits for free. Next comes the fight over how much money the government gets to keep versus how much goes to states or individuals. Expect a lot of political courting of Midwest and Southern members, on whom the fate of the Obama plan hinges. 

Business leaders might do better to use this as an opportunity to kill the beast. They might get some credit for protecting their customers from what they are now, finally, admitting is a giant tax -- in the middle of a recession. 
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Reuters: U.S. needs to do more on climate: EU official

Fri Mar 6, 2009 

The United States must make deeper cuts in greenhouse gas emissions than proposed by President Barack Obama if the world is to stand a chance of avoiding devastating climate change, an EU official said.

Jos Delbeke, the European Commission's deputy director-general of the environment, said a goal of bringing U.S. greenhouse gas emissions back to 1990 levels by 2020, set by Obama last month, will probably not be enough.

"I doubt whether that will bring us to the average required by developed countries," he told Reuters on Friday. "We in Europe would hope the U.S. will do more than stabilization of 1990 levels. I will not hide that."

Scientists say global emissions must stabilize by 2015, then fall by some 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050 if the world is to keep temperatures from rising more than 2 degrees Celsius.

A rise of over 2 degrees may trigger widespread flooding, droughts, disease and famine, United Nations scientists said.

The 27-nation European Union has committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, upping that target to 30 percent if a successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol climate pact is signed.

"The EU's position is that developed countries, as a group, must cut 30 percent below 1990 levels by 2020," Delbeke told a clean energy conference held by analysts New Energy Finance.

With its carbon dioxide emissions rising nearly 20 percent since 1990, the United States is the most polluting developed country.

Stabilization of U.S. emissions at 1990 levels in 2020 would make it near impossible for developed countries to reach the EU's 30 percent group target.

Delbeke said although the U.S. target falls short of what is required, he remains hopeful.

"This was an important first step ... I understand that this is just the opening of discussions and not their last word."

CARBON TRADING

The European Union has adopted a cap-and-trade approach, which involves setting a cap on emissions then allocating a corresponding number of carbon permits that participants can trade amongst each other.

Delbeke advised the United States against wasting time by considering different methods of putting a price on carbon dioxide, including the idea of a government-imposed carbon tax.

"Please do not lose time on the carbon tax debate," he said. "We lost almost a decade before we came to cap-and-trade, and if we would have started it earlier it would have been a major step forward."

Last week, Obama indicated he favored cap-and-trade by including in his budget $646 billion in future revenues from permit auctions to be held between 2012-2019.

Europe launched its cap-and-trade scheme in 2005 but design flaws have caused carbon prices to fluctuate wildly.

In the latest market trend, cash-strapped firms in Europe began dumping 2008 permits late last year to raise short-term funds, with a view to borrowing from their 2009 quota.

As a result, EU carbon prices have plummeted some 75 percent from a 2-year high of 30 euros a metric ton ($37.93) hit last July.

This has prompted some analysts to call for EU intervention, possibly by setting a minimum price floor, a reserve price for permit auctions, or reducing the permits issued in future years.

"We are reticent to go into price management ... The (emissions) cap that was agreed creates a stable regulatory environment," he said, referring to 2013-2020 EU climate targets agreed by member states in December.
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AFP: Royals arrive in Chile to talk environment

Sun Mar 8, 2:00 pm ET

Prince Charles and his wife Camilla arrived in Chile Sunday for a three-country Latin American tour set to focus on conservation efforts and military ties.

Charles and his wife, Camilla Duchess of Cornwall, were greeted by Chilean chief of protocol Fernando Ayala and Chilean ambassador in London Rafael Moreno.

The royal couple then headed to the residence of British ambassador to Chile Howard Drake, where they will stay until Wednesday before heading to Brazil and Ecuador.

In Chile, Charles and Camilla were to meet with President Michelle Bachelet, attend the launch of a national energy efficiency campaign and participate a panel discussion on climate change.

They were to travel Tuesday to the port of Valpraiso, 120 kilometers west of Santiago, to visit the commander of the Chilean Navy and attend a reception aboard the Admiral Condell frigate recently acquired by Britain.

The royal couple was also set to visit a biofuels plant and a vineyard to speak with a group of organic producers and farmers.

The Brazil visit was to focus on tropical deforestation issues. In Ecuador, the couple will tour the Galapagos Islands, the species-rich Pacific archipelago that inspired Charles Darwin's theory of evolution.
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AFP: DR Congo signals reversal of forest reforms: NGOs

Fri Mar 6, 2:27 pm ET

Democratic Republic of Congo authorities have signaled their intention to reverse forest reforms and expand industrial logging, a statement from major environmental groups said Friday.

"Congolese government authorities are ... signalling their intent to backtrack on decisions and expand industrial logging activities in the DRC," a statement from Global Witness, Greenpeace and Rainforest Foundation said.

"Such a move would ... demonstrate a disregard for the rights of local communities, undermine efforts to reduce deforestation and degradation and thwart opportunities for the DRC to benefit from climate-related payments."

Countries such as the DR Congo may be able to benefit from a UN forest programme aimed at fighting climate change.

The organisations urged international donors to work to prevent the reversal of forest sector reforms.

In January, Global Witness hailed the Congolese government for cancelling a raft of logging contracts but warned it needs to do more to ensure forest wealth benefits its people.

The organisation, which combats the corrupt exploitation of natural resources, said that despite the decision to revoke the contracts, the government's control over the forestry sector remained "extremely weak".

It was responding to a January decision to cancel some 60 percent of all contracts with logging companies, and convert others into long term concessions which are subject to strict social and environmental rules.

The decision followed a lengthy review of timber contracts aimed at stamping out corruption in the sector.

DR Congo contains the world's second largest forested area after the Amazon and exports 200,000 cubic metres of timber annually.

But of the 49 million dollars (37 million euros) generated in foreign revenue, the government receives only 1.8 million in taxes and duties.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

AFP: Nigeria: potential gas hotspot, on frontline for climate change

Sat Mar 7, 12:05 pm ET

Nigeria, tipped to be the world's next natural gas powerhouse, is on the frontline for climate change as it is ranked Africa's largest producer of greenhouse gases.

Experts meeting in the country last week said the west African powerhouse, which has the seventh largest proven natural gas reserves in the world at 187 trillion cubic feet, could become a key player in the international gas market.

But the gas is mainly found in the Niger Delta -- an oil-producing area of swamps and creeks the size of Scotland -- that occupies an unenviable position of being Africa's largest gas flarer and one of the continent's lowest-lying areas.

"The Niger Delta has the distinction of being the single biggest source of carbon dioxide in the African continent," said Stefan Cramer, a German climate change expert who lived in Nigeria until last year.

The carbon dioxide comes from gas flaring, the burning of the excess gas that comes out of the ground with oil, which is the cheapest -- and the most wasteful -- way of dealing with it.

Cramer says Nigeria emits 20 billion cubic metres of gas annually, accounting for 13 percent of the 150 billion cubic metres of gas flared every year globally.

Only Russia flares more gas than Nigeria, which ranks eighth among the world's oil producers.

Nigeria could in future be counted among the world's top gas suppliers, and possibly reduce Europe's dependence on Russia -- if a 13-billion-dollar (10-billion-euro) Trans-Sahara Gas Pipeline comes on stream.

Under the mega project gas would travel more than 4,000 kilometres (2,485 miles) from Nigeria through Niger and to export terminals on Algeria's Mediterranean coast. It is planned to begin operating in 2015.

"Nigeria is very well located as a supplier for major markets like the US... Mexico, and all Europe," said Guy Maurice, head of Total Nigeria.

But communities in the oil and gas producing Niger Delta have to endure the difficulties of living next to the flares.

"Flaring has affected us very seriously, it has dispossessed locals of their livelihood and the little that is left is polluted," said Comrade Che Ibegwura, a community leader in Rivers, one of the Delta states where most flaring takes place.

"The people living in the vicinity of the flaring sites can't differentiate between day and night and the heat is so excessive," he said, adding the region is having to deal with previously uncommon illnesses.

The low-lying coastal area is also at particular risk of rising sea levels, which scientists warn could go up by one metre by the end of this century.

"With every centimetre of rise in water the intensity of the waves rises exponentially -- with only 20 centimetres (of rise in sea levels) the effect on the coastline can be dramatic," said Cramer.

As well as being a major contributor to climate change, gas flaring is also a loss to the national economy.

The Nigeria Gas Association (NGA) estimates that the country lost some 72 billion dollars (56 billion euros) with the gas it flared from 1970 to 2006.

NGA head Chris Ogiemwonyi says factoring in the effects of the environmental, economic and social consequences "we could potentially be discussing numbers in the region of 150 billion dollars in real terms." 

Ironically Nigeria suffers chronic shortages of electricity, whose power generating plants are fired by gas. 

Oil companies say phasing out flaring requires money and time. 

The government banned flaring in 1979 but granted exceptions, and 30 years on, most operators are still relying on those exceptions. 

Over the past few years the government has set several deadlines for phasing out flaring, but none has been met. 

Oil majors in Nigeria say they are committed to dramatically cut flaring and have new flagship projects operated on a zero-flare basis. 

Analysts agree that eliminating flaring will be costly but they point out that a fraction of the estimated 400 billion dollars of state money stolen by past leaders between independence and 1999 would have financed all the needed infrastructure.
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Reuters: Never waste a good crisis, Clinton says on climate 

Fri Mar 6, 2009 9:52am EST 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told an audience Friday "never waste a good crisis," and highlighted the opportunity of rebuilding economies in a greener, less energy-intensive way. 

Highlighting Europe's unease the day after Russia warned that gas flows via Ukraine might be halted, she also condemned the use of energy as a political lever. 

Clinton told young Europeans at the European Parliament that global economic turmoil provided a fresh opening. "Never waste a good crisis ... Don't waste it when it can have a very positive impact on climate change and energy security," she said. 

Europe sees the United States as a crucial ally in global climate talks in Copenhagen in December, after President Barack Obama signaled a new urgency in tackling climate change, in stark contrast to his predecessor George W. Bush. 

Europe has already laid out plans to cut carbon dioxide emissions to about a fifth below 1990 levels in the next decade, while Obama has proposed a major shift toward renewable energy and a cap and trade system for CO2 emissions. 

But with many countries in the grip of a punishing recession, some question whether businesses can muster the hundreds of billions of dollars needed to cut carbon emissions. 

"Certainly the United States has been negligent in living up to its responsibilities," said Clinton, on her first visit to Europe as secretary of state. 

"This is a propitious time ... we can actually begin to demonstrate our willingness to confront this." 

Clinton said she was encouraged by China's stance on climate change during a visit there last month. 

"It is very important that at the beginning of this effort, China has expressed a willingness to participate," she told reporters. "They realize they've just surpassed the unfortunate record that we just held of being the largest carbon emitter." 

POLITICAL LEVER 

Many politicians argue that the economic crisis, energy security issues and climate change can all be dealt with in a "New Green Deal," replacing high-carbon infrastructure with green alternatives and simultaneously creating millions of jobs. 

"There is no doubt in my mind the energy security and climate change crises, which I view as being together, not separate, must be dealt with," Clinton added. 

She attacked the use of energy as a political weapon, echoing Europe's worries after repeated spats between Russia and gas transit country Ukraine hit EU supplies in recent years. 

"We are ... troubled by using energy as a tool of intimidation," she said. "We think that's not in the interest of creating a better and better functioning energy system." 

Clinton is set to meet Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov for dinner in Geneva in the hope of improving relations after a post-Cold War low during Bush's presidency. 

The latest cuts to Russian gas exports in January forced the closure of factories, hospitals and schools in Eastern Europe in mid-winter. 

A new row between Ukraine and Russia appeared to have been averted Thursday after state-owned Gazprom said Ukraine settled payments at the heart of the disagreement. 

But European leaders were rattled by the warning of cuts to supply by Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin. 
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Reuters: China group urges government to stick to green goals

Mon Mar 9, 2009 4:45am EDT

A Chinese environmental group on Monday urged the government not to backtrack on cleaning air and water despite the economic slowdown, asking parliament to ensure stimulus spending does not prop up pollution.

China's abrupt economic slowing has cut pollution, but environmental advocates worry the government's desire to bolster growth and jobs may encourage its 4 trillion yuan ($585 billion) stimulus plan into laxly regulated cement, steel and coke plants and deter effective environmental scrutiny of new projects.

Friends of Nature, a Chinese environmental group, issued a letter to the National People's Congress now meeting in Beijing urging delegates to ensure the stimulus spending announced late last year goes to clean projects.

"Use the 4 trillion yuan investment to pioneer a green, low-carbon economy," said the letter, issued at a news conference.

"Don't sacrifice the long-term objectives of conserving energy and reducing emissions for the sake of protecting high energy-consuming industries that have no future."

The government has said it will stick to its efforts to cut pollution and raise energy efficiency and that projects seeking money from the stimulus funds must pass environmental assessment.

"We will make every effort to save energy and reduce pollution," the National Development and Reform Commission, which steers industrial policy, said in a report to the annual session of the Communist Party-controlled parliament last week.

The government set a target of cutting two benchmark pollution measures by 10 percent between 2006 and 2010 and improving "energy intensity" -- the fuel needed to generate each dollar of national income -- by 20 percent by the same date.

But some experts at the release of the letter and an accompanying report on China's environment were not confident that such promises can be met when local officials are fixed on protecting growth, revenues and jobs.

"To fundamentally overcome these problems, we must transform the mode of growth," said Li Dun, a public policy professor at Tsinghua University in Beijing.

"Without comprehensive reform...it will be difficult to fundamentally transform the environment."
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Business Times (Singapore): Singapore should lead region in emission cuts

March 7, 2009

It has the knowledge, technology, vision to share with neighbours, says European Commission delegation head

SINGAPORE should lead in pushing regional countries to cut their carbon emissions, says a representative of the European Commission (EC).

The issue could be made an agenda item at the economic leaders' meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec), chaired by Singapore this year, according to EC head of delegation Holger Standertskjold. 

'I would like to see Singapore taking that active role and be a leader,' he told BT. Singapore has the 'knowledge, technology, vision' to share with its neighbours, he added.

The Intergovernmental Panel of Climate Change - a body set up by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme - has urged that developing countries limit emissions growth to 15-30 per cent below business-as-usual levels by 2020.

'This means concrete action to limit the emissions from energy generation, the transport sector and the buildings sector,' said Mr Standertskjold. 'It also means real action to limit deforestation in the region.'

He said that the Apec meeting - to be held in Singapore in November - could provide a 'building block' for the Copenhagen Climate Conference to be held a month later. The Copenhagen conference will focus on producing a global framework to replace the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which expires in 2012.

'If we want to find a robust agreement in Copenhagen, much more preparatory work needs to be done in terms of concrete emission limitation or reduction contributions by developed countries, actions by developing countries and support for actions in developing countries,' said Mr Standertskjold. 'The Apec meeting provides an opportunity for doing so.'

No carbon reduction targets have been set by Apec, although in 2007, it set an 'aspirational goal' of reducing energy intensity by at least 25 per cent by 2030, from 2005 levels. It also has a similar goal to increase forest cover by at least 20 million hectares of all types of forests by 2020.

Despite Singapore's small size, the country has a bigger role to play, according to Mr Standertskjold.

He said that while Singapore is not a major contributor to global carbon emissions, it has high per capita emission, excluding emissions from the aviation and maritime sectors.

The European Union is advocating the inclusion of emissions from the aviation and maritime sectors in any agreement reached in Copenhagen.

A 2004 UN report showed that Singapore's carbon emission to be a mere 0.2 per cent of global emissions.

But the same report showed that Singapore's carbon emission per capita - or the amount of emitted carbon dioxide divided by population - to be 12.2 tonnes, putting it in the same league as many developed countries in Europe. Singapore is defined as a developing nation under the UN's climate treaties.

Two weeks ago, Singapore's chief climate change negotiator Chew Tai Soo, defended the country's high per capita emission, saying that the measurement approach is 'flawed'.

'It penalises small countries with small populations, without taking into account their limitations,' he told a conference, adding that Singapore has no natural resources, depends heavily on trade and is less able to switch to non-fossil energy alternatives because of its land size.
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New York Post (US): Fields of green - Eco degrees are the new MBAs

March 6, 2009

THE STOCK market isn't the only thing plummeting. The coveted Master in Business Administration - once the hottest degree in the market - has also decreased in value, too. 

Students now are favoring what appears to be more promising, futuristic fields of study: education, health care and, especially, the environment. 

Mindy Beqiraj, 29, was about to pursue an MBA, but the financial meltdown changed her mind.  

"I recognized I no longer had a desire to work in a field with no future," says the media employee who is now steering in the direction of environment or education. 

"It's where we're headed," she says. 

Just this month, President Barack Obama included a more than $20 billion investment toward creating a greener America in his economic recovery package. 

"Students are more aware of the problems with the environment and the potential career opportunities because of President Obama," says Jeffrey Steiner, graduate advisor at City College of New York. Steiner also chairs the year-old master's program "Earth and Atmospheric Sciences," which prepares students for employment in green organizations, engineering companies and government agencies. 

"By putting environmental issues on the national agenda, enrollment in such programs will increase and become more practical," he says. 

New York University Professor Dale Jamieson agrees. 

"What Obama has been saying regarding climate change encourages students to pursue, more and more, environmental degrees and jobs in this field, as opposed to business," says Jamieson, who also heads the Environmental Studies at the University. 

The program is interdisciplinary, mixing environmental studies with philosophy, politics and education. According to Tony Kreindler, a spokesman for the Environmental Defense Fund, that green future is now. 

"There is huge demand for engineers, educators and policy people who will implement the change we need to reduce environmental damage," he says. 

"There's no question that what the President plans to do is a wholesale transformation of our entire energy economy that will create jobs across the country."  

But environmental studies are not the only way into the future. 

If you are to listen to the President, or more importantly, what he is funding, then education is in for a huge makeover as well. (Obama's plan earmarked $81.8 billion investment in education reform.)  

And NYU is listening. The university has expanded its education programs and is now offering an M.A. in Culture, Education and Human Development. 

"People are more interested in education, educational leadership, politics and advocacy because that's where the jobs will be. Out of President Obama's administration will come a renewed commitment from people to find meaningful work like this," says Lindsay Wright, associate dean for Planning and Communications at NYU. Here's a breakdown of graduate degrees to get in order to secure your future: 

*   CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK  

M.A. in Earth and Atmospheric Sciences. Focuses on employment in environmental companies and government agencies. Info: ccny.edu  

*   COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS  

M.P.A. in Environmental Science and Policy. Teaches about environmental change and how to cope with the problems.  Info: columbia.edu  

*   NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  

M.A. in Culture, Education and Human Development, offered at the Steinhardt School. Prepares educators to teach about social, political and technological forces. Info: nyu.steinhardt.edu  

*   FORDHAM UNIVERSITY  

M.A. in Childhood Education. Teaches adolescent and childhood literacy and educational leadership. Info: fordhameducation.edu    
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Africa: Youth Reach Kilimanjaro's Summit to Highlight Climate Change - UN

UN News (Nairobi): A team of disadvantaged African youth has scaled Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania as part of a United Nations-backed campaign seeking to draw attention to the negative effects of climate change. The 10 youth - from Kenya, Tanzania and Ghana - reached the summit of Africa's highest peak yesterday as part of the fourth annual ascent organized by Kilimanjaro Initiative, a Nairobi-based non-governmental organization, in partnership with the UN. Upon reaching the peak under the banner of the "UNite to Combat Climate Change" campaign, they called Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who himself flew over the mountain last weekend and saw first-hand how there is less water in the streams and less snow on the top of Mount Kilimanjaro.

When the climbers reach the bottom, they reported on their findings to Janos Pasztor, the Director of the Secretary-General's Climate Change Support Team. The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that rising temperatures, increased rainfall and extreme weather conditions will dramatically change where and how people live in cities. Changing climates does untold damage to economic and public infrastructure and stretches the ability of urban centres to accommodate displaced populations, leading to unemployment, deteriorating educational facilities, inadequate health care systems and a possible rise in crime in urban centres, according to the agency. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903070009.html
General Environment News
West Africa: SOS Cham Opens Ecowas Climate Change Forum

Daily Observer (Banjul): Momodou Kotu Cham, secretary of state for Forestry and the Environment, yesterday opened a two-day ECOWAS climate change focal points preparatory meeting on the Bali Road Map, at the Paradise Suites Hotel in Kololi. The forum brings together delegates from across West Africa to brief them on the latest development in intergovernmental climate change process and to properly prepare them to effectively and efficiently participate in the negotiations under the Bali Road Map processes. Organised by UNEP, in collaboration with the Department of Water Resources and the National Environment Agency, the negotiation process, under the auspices of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) Bali Road Map, sets out guidance and direction for negotiations to address climate change issues from now up to 2012 and beyond. It is expected that after the two-day meeting, the outcome of these negotiations will be finalized at Copenhagen, Denmark in 2009.

Declaring the sub-regional forum opened, SoS Cham noted that being in the sub-region and being most vulnerable to climate change, West African countries need assistance to address the most pressing climate threats and to implement adequate adaptation measures. "As we progress towards Copenhagen," he stated, "all efforts should be made to conclude on the commitment of Annex One countries in the form of quantified emission limitation and reduction objectives (QELROs)." He went on: "The ad-hoc working group on long term cooperative action will have to finalise an agreement on all the four building blocks - mitigation, adaptation, technology and financing, and establish a timetable under the Kyoto Protocol." SoS Cham added that development and transfer of technology remains at the forefront as key elements for crafting a future climate regime and enabling effective implementation of the ongoing actions on both mitigation and adaptation to climate change. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903060517.html
Uganda: Museveni Halts Forest Give Away

New Vision (Kampala): President Yoweri Museveni has rejected a proposal to construct a youth centre in the 4.27 hectare Banda forest reserve. "I have learnt that you have identified land for the National Youth Centre in the Banda-Kyambogo area, near Nabinsusa Girls School. I understand it belongs to the National Forestry Authority (NFA)," said Museveni in a letter of February 14, addressed to the gender ministry. "We are trying to preserve the forests, so the idea of degazetting the reserve is not acceptable." The President said: "I request you to identify land elsewhere. It does not have to be near the city." He explained that the reserve was good for research and as a tree nursery.

The NFA public relations manager, Moses Watasa, said: "We are happy about it. We need support from the President, not only in Banda, but also in other gazetted areas that are faced with encroachment." Watasa said conservation groups had persistently campaigned against degazettement proposals. Two years ago, Museveni backed a proposal by the Mehta Group of companies to take over part of Mabira Forest for a sugarcane plantation. This sparked off protests from environmentalists, who criticised the move as one which would cause negative ecological and social implications. Museveni also issued an executive order three years ago, stopping environmental institutions from evicting encroachers from forest reserves and wetlands. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903060191.html
Mozambique: Country to Make Use of Carbon Credits

AIM (Maputo): The Mozambican government is planning to make use of carbon credits granted under the Clean Development Mechanism, established under the Kyoto Protocol, since the country has vast potential to produce clean energy. The Protocol sets quotas for the maximum amount of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions permitted for each country. Countries then set quotas for businesses. Each operator has an allowance of credits, where each unit gives the owner the right to emit one tonne of carbon dioxide. Operators that do not use their quotas can sell their unused allowances as carbon credits, while businesses likely to exceed their quotas can buy those credits.

Energy Minister Salvador Namburete told reporters on Thursday that only one Mozambican institution has gained access to those credits. The cement company 'Cimentos de Mocambique' has managed to replace the use of coal by natural gas, which reduced the company's carbon emissions. "We are not yet benefiting from Carbon Credits, at least in the area of energy. 'Cimentos de Mocambique' is the only Mozambican company that has managed to enter the Clean Development Mechanism and is to receive some credits. I do not know about the amounts involved, but the company will receive some money", he said. He explained that it is not easy to register Mozambican projects for clean energy, let alone in the Clean Development Mechanism so as to benefit from Carbon Credits. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903060788.html
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Heed the little voices

By ALYCIA LIM

These Year Five pupils may be young but they have what it takes to do big things.

NOTHING and no one is too small to make a difference,” said emcees Joshua James Tan Chien Wei, 11, and Shameeta Sivagurunathan, 11, both pupils from SK Taman Megah, Petaling Jaya, Selangor, as the audience cheered just before they left the stage.

That was the over-arching message at the recent launch of The Big Green Help National School Programme held in Mid Valley Megamall, Kuala Lumpur.

The project was organised by children’s television network Nickelodeon, in partnership with the Education Ministry and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

A total of 140 Year Five pupils from three schools in the Klang Valley — SK Taman Megah, SK Seri Bintang Utara, and SK Desa Pandan — were present at the event, which began with a special appearance by well-loved cartoon characters SpongeBob SquarePants and his best friend, Patrick Star. There was also a skit about human greed causing harm to the environment, presented by children from the Tree Theatre Group.

The entire launch was handled by the children to drive home the message that it was important to empower young people as they have the power to do things which can make a difference in the world, even though they may be “small”.

“We are proud to partner with Nickelodeon in this project because we share a similar vision, which is to let children make a difference,” said Education Ministry Residential School Management and Cluster Schools Division director, Ashah Sama,

“Nickelodeon has provided us with an avenue to do so.”

The launch was held in conjunction with a Kick The “Bag” Habit project, a part of The Big Green Help campaign.

This project saw the children moving around in groups to get shoppers to pledge that they would bring their own reusable bags when shopping.

When asked why Nickelodeon came up with the plastic bag initiative, Nickelodeon Asia executive vice-president and managing director Indra Suharjono said that the use of simple ideas in the campaign would help children feel empowered and more keen to get involved.

“We wanted something easy, yet impactful, that children can work on.

“Furthermore, an activity like this can also be implemented immediately,” said Indra, adding that other good habits that should be encouraged included things like switching off the lights when leaving a room, and turning off the tap when brushing teeth.

“Sometimes, as adults, we need children to remind us of the simplest things.”

As part of the Big Green Help National School Programme, children aged 14 and below can participate in an essay-writing competition, in which they can voice their opinions on environmental issues and state what the public can do to help preserve the environment.

The winner will represent Malaysia at the International Children’s Conference on the Environment in South Korea, organised by UNEP and its South Korean partners later this year.

“The International Children’s Conference is an excellent opportunity for children to share with the world the ways we can all combat global environmental issues at grassroots level,” said Indra.

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/3/8/education/3337650&sec=education
…………………………………………….
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· Thousands evacuated as cyclone Hamish hits Australian islands – Daily Times
· China pledges $2 billion for Tibet environment - Reuters
· Battling the effects of climate change – The New Nation
Thousands evacuated as cyclone Hamish hits Australian islands

* Authorities announce ‘disaster situation’ in Queensland

SYDNEY: Thousands of tourists and residents were evacuated from island resorts on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef on Sunday as an intense tropical cyclone bore down on the region, state officials said. 

Australia’s weather bureau had warned that Tropical Cyclone Hamish could cause substantial damage and flooding, with the storm at its height packing winds of up to 295 kilometres per hour. Around 3,000 people are being evacuated from Fraser Island, two-thirds of them tourists, a spokesman for Queensland state’s emergency services minister told Reuters. “They are being moved off the island by barge. The process has been under way most of the day,” the spokesman said. Evacuations had been ordered at other islands as well, he said. The Bureau of Meteorology has downgraded Hamish to a category 4 storm, the second highest level, but it still warned late on Sunday that flooding and wind damage were likely to occur, with wind speeds of up to 260 kph. Flooding could occur along parts of the mainland coast on Sunday and later in the week, the bureau said on its website (www.bom.gov.au). Despite some reports of flooding, the damage reported from the cyclone so far has been limited. 

Disaster situation: State Premier Anna Bligh has declared a “disaster situation” in response to the storm. The cyclone was on the opposite coast from the oil and mining regions of the northwest. Australia is the world’s third-biggest sugar exporter and sugar farmers in Queensland, who produce 95 percent of the crop, are already facing substantial losses. Thousands of cattle are also estimated to have perished in earlier flooding. Queensland has been battling major floods since December 2008 after a series of storms and cyclones. http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C03%5C09%5Cstory_9-3-2009_pg4_7
……………………………………..

China pledges $2 billion for Tibet environment

BEIJING, March 6 (Reuters) - China has pledged to spend 15 billion yuan ($2.19 billion) over two decades to protect the environment in Tibet, which is at serious risk from global warming, the official China Daily reported on Friday.

The cash would fund projects to preserve grasslands, woods and wetland, protect endangered animals, grow "forest shelter belts" to protect against gales, and expand clean energy, the paper quoted the region's governor, Qiangba Puncog, as saying.

It was not clear if the "Ecological Protection Plan of Tibet" covered a series of hydropower projects planned for the region's rivers, which are the source for many of Asia's great waterways.

Environmentalists oppose the dams which they say will threaten the region's fragile ecology.

Scientists say the rivers are already at risk from climate change because warmer weather is shrinking the glaciers that feed them. Glaciers around Mount Everest, which spans Tibet and Nepal, have shrunk 170 metres in the past decade.

Temperatures in high-altitude Tibet rose by 0.32 degrees Celsius every 10 years between 1961 and 2007, above the world and national averages for the same period, the China Daily said.

The effects of global warming on the varied and complex mountain landscape appeared to be mixed, experts said last year.

In Tibet's west, there was a clear trend to a hotter and drier climate, turning grasslands into desert.

But in Tibet's centre and east, climate change so far appeared to be bringing a warmer, wetter climate that was filling, rather than shrinking, lakes. ($1=6.840 Yuan) (Reporting by Emma Graham-Harrison; Editing by Nick Macfie)

http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSPEK174784 

……………………………………….

Battling the effects of climate change

Bangladesh urgently needs support in developing a climate-resilient agriculture if its people are to survive and prosper in the long term, according to some experts.

Climate change is affecting the country in many ways. For instance, rising sea levels are causing some agricultural land in coastal areas to become more saline, reducing both the quality and quantity of the produce available.

In southern districts where land is only centimetres higher than the brackish estuarine water, large swathes of agricultural land are becoming arid: Crop yields are shrinking as a result of increased salinity due to rising water levels in the Bay of Bengal.

Agronomists and agricultural experts now worry that creeping salinity will engulf more and more land in the low-lying nation.

"The impact of climate change on agriculture is undeniable and will most certainly worsen if governments and donors fail to take appropriate steps right now," Ghulam Mohammad Panaullah, former research director of the Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI), warned.

In coastal areas, cocoa nut and betel nut trees do not yield half of what they did two decades ago, while banana groves are dying out in their hundreds, Panaullah told IRIN. At the same time, vegetables sold in the urban markets of Dhaka, Khulna and Rajshai are deemed tasteless and fetch low prices compared to produce from salt-free regions. In a country where almost 80 percent of the population lives in rural areas, this is bad news.

According to the World Bank, Bangladesh's agriculture sector accounts for about 22 percent of gross domestic product (GDP), with another 33 percent of GDP is derived from the rural non-farm economy, which is also linked to agriculture. Around 54 percent of the rural population is employed in agriculture.

Bangladesh needs support for climate-resilient agriculture, ActionAid said in a report at the UN climate change summit in Poznan, Poland, which ended on 12 December. Citing an Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report which said South Asia might experience a 30 percent drop in agricultural production by 2050, ActionAid said the slide was already evident.

Food price volatility, which could be compounded by increasing climate change variability, is likely to be a serious problem for the foreseeable future, according to ActionAid.

The report said support for sustainable climate-resilient agriculture was key to enabling farmers to increase food security and adapt. Meanwhile, in an effort to address this, farmers have taken to raising their vegetable beds, maintaining the soil's moisture by covering the seed beds (and the manure around plants) with straw and leaves to prevent excessive evaporation and erosion, and increasing the amount of organic material in the soil.

Others are modifying their cropping patterns altogether, the report said. "Bangladesh is one of the worst affected among countries that are facing the early impacts of climate change," said A.K.M. Rezaul Kabir, secretary in the Ministry of Environment and Forestry.

In 2005 the government prepared a National Action Plan on Adaptation (NAPA) identifying 15 projects that needed to be undertaken, but "unfortunately three years have already passed and we have only just started implementing the first project," the official said. Bangladesh tops the Global Climate Risk Index 2009, followed by North Korea and Nicaragua.

Launched at the UN climate change conference in Poznan on 4 December, the index lists 170 countries and was drawn up by international NGO Germanwatch. 

Natural calamities in Bangladesh led to the deaths of 4,729 people last year, and the average loss of property in Bangladesh due to natural disasters was over US$4 billion per year, the NGO said.

These changes are already having major impacts on the economy and on the lives and livelihoods of millions of poor people, according to a World Bank report It said predicted rainfall increase, particularly during the summer monsoon, could increase flooding in more vulnerable areas in Bangladesh.

In the longer term, global warming could lead to the disappearance of many glaciers that feed many rivers in South Asia, the report said.

"If that happens, green Bangladesh would turn into a grey desert and most people would die of starvation," predicted Mosharraf Hossain, a former parliamentarian from the coastal district of Laxmipur.

http://nation.ittefaq.com/issues/2009/03/09/news0798.htm 
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UN official ‘encouraged’ by new US stance on reaching climate change pact

There is “enthusiasm” in the current United States Government to pass laws to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and a willingness to work towards a new global climate change pact, a top United Nations official said today.

Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCCC), was speaking to journalists in New York after returning from his recent trip to

Washington, D.C., where he met with leaders in US President Barack Obama’s administration, as well as members of Congress.

“I must say I come back from those meetings very much encouraged,” Mr. de Boer stated. “There is, I believe, a huge enthusiasm and energy in both the House and the Senate to put cap and trade climate change legislation in place in this country,” he added.

Mr. de Boer also underscored the willingness in the current US administration “to work towards an agreement in Copenhagen, to come with an ambitious domestic policy [and] to engage with international partners” to come to an accord.

At the UN climate change conference slated for December in Copenhagen countries are expected to reach agreement on a successor pact to the Kyoto Protocol, the legally binding regime for reducing greenhouse gas emissions whose first commitment period ends in 2012.

Mr. de Boer noted that the US administration realised that financial support for developing countries to help them adapt to becoming more environmentally friendly and mitigate their carbon emissions is going to be an essential part of the Copenhagen “puzzle.”

“The new administration with the full backing of the House and the Senate is working towards and ambitious agreement in Copenhagen,” said Mr. de Boer.

The climate change official also found encouragement in the US economic stimulus package, saying that “What I believe

President Obama is trying to do is use the recovery money to create the clean economy of tomorrow instead of trying to prop up the economy of yesterday.”
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African youth reach Kilimanjaro’s summit to highlight climate change – UN

A team of disadvantaged African youth has scaled Mount Kilimanjaro in

Tanzania as part of a United Nations-backed campaign seeking to draw attention to the negative effects of climate change.

The 10 youth – from Kenya, Tanzania and Ghana – reached the summit of Africa’s highest peak yesterday as part of the fourth annual ascent organized by Kilimanjaro Initiative, a Nairobi-based non-governmental organization, in partnership with the UN.

Upon reaching the peak under the banner of the “UNite to Combat Climate Change” campaign, they called Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who himself flew over the mountain last weekend and saw firsthand how there is less water in the streams and less snow on the top of Mount Kilimanjaro.

When the climbers reach the bottom, they reported on their findings to Janos Pasztor, the Director of the Secretary-General’s Climate Change Support Team.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that rising temperatures, increased rainfall and extreme weather conditions will dramatically change where and how people live in cities.

Changing climates does untold damage to economic and public infrastructure and stretches the ability of urban centres to accommodate displaced populations, leading to unemployment, deteriorating educational facilities, inadequate health care systems and a possible rise in crime in urban centres, according to the agency.
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6 March 2009 

YOUTH CONCLUDE CLIMB TO TOP OF KILIMANJARO
· The 2009 Kilimanjaro Initiative Climb concluded Thursday after climbers reached the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. Disadvantaged youth joined members of the private and public sector – including UN staff—on this climb, which aimed to raise awareness about the effect of climate change.
  

· Upon their descent, the climbers called the Director of the Secretary-General’s Climate Change Support Team in New York, Janos Pasztor, to report their initial findings. They observed that there was now less water in the streams and less snow on top of Kilimanjaro.
  

· Last week-end, the Secretary-General witnessed this himself when he flew over Mount Kilimanjaro.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
The guest at the noon briefing was Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, who briefed on his recent trip to Washington D.C., where he met with high-level U.S. government officials to discuss climate change.
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