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Newsroom America (US): Three Billion Trees Planted In UNEP Campaign


2009-03-30 12:05pm 

An effort to fight climate change through reforestation, seeded at the grassroots level, has now blossomed into a woodland of over three billion trees with the confirmation that over 300 million were planted in Turkey in 2008, says the United Nations.

In response to its success, the Billion Tree Campaign, which is under the patronage of Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Kenyan Green Belt Movement founder Professor Wangari Maathai and Prince Albert II of Monaco, has already set a new target of seven billion trees to be planted by the UN Climate Change Conference to be held in December 2009. 

The campaign was launched by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) in 2006 as a response not only to the threat of global warming but also to wide sustainability challenges from water supplies to biodiversity loss.

Tree planting remains one of the most cost-effective ways to address climate change, according to UNEP. Trees and forests play a vital role in regulating the climate since they absorb carbon dioxide. Deforestation, in turn, accounts for over 20 percent of the carbon dioxide humans generate, rivalling the emissions from other sources. 

Trees also play a crucial role in providing a range of products and services to rural and urban populations, including food, timber, fibre, medicines and energy as well as soil fertility, water and biodiversity conservation. 

With slightly over 700 million trees planted to date, Turkey now attains second position in the list of top 10 countries in the Campaign's roll of honour. The UNEP Said the leading country remains Ethiopia with 725 million trees planted.

Mexico, with 472,404,266 trees planted to date, Kenya with 139,893,668 and Cuba with 137,476,771 round out the top five in the sylvan effort.

Meanwhile, an organisation in Romania known as the PRAIS Foundation, in partnership with the Romanian Government and other partners, has confirmed that it has planted over 11 million trees through the national tree-planting movement 'Millions of People, Millions of Trees.' 

In total, 3,071,704,993 trees have been planted around the world. So far, another 1,578,796,459 trees have been pledged and have yet to be planted. 

UNEP is now making an appeal to UN peacekeeping missions and the armed forces of the world to also join in the Billion Tree Campaign by planting trees in areas where they operate. 

The agency is further inviting all individuals, communities, businesses, civil society organisations and Governments to join the global tree-planting initiative by registering tree-planting commitments on the campaign's website.
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Horizon International (US): Billion Tree Campaign Passes 3 Billion Mark
Mar 30, 2009, 2:26pm 

The Billion Tree Campaign, spearheaded by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), was unveiled in 2006 as one response to the threat of global warming, as well as to the wider sustainability challenges from water supplies to biodiversity loss.  
 

According to  the Turkish Ambassador to Kenya, Mr. S. Levent Sahinkaya,  “A total of 305,362,000 trees were planted by the Turkish Government and Turkish civil society in the year 2008. We believe that investing in our environment is investing in our future, and we consider the planting of over  300  million  trees as a marvelous gift to our children and to the generations  to come. The Turkish Government will continue investing in the environment and is committed   to the creation of an environment-friendly economy.”
 
Turkey has had an impressive tree-planting record since the launch of the campaign, planting over 400 million trees in 2007. With slightly over 700 million trees planted to date, Turkey now attains second position in the list of top 10 countries in the Campaign’s roll of honour. The leading country remains Ethiopia with 725 million trees planted.
 
Meanwhile, the PRAIS Foundation, an organization in Romania, in partnership with the Romanian Ministry of Environment and the National Environmental Guard and other partners, has confirmed that they have planted over 11 million trees through its national tree-planting movement ‘Millions of People, Millions of Trees.’
 
“The PRAIS Foundation is very proud that the movement is formally recognized by UNEP, and has become part of the Plant for Planet global initiative,” said Silvia Bucur, the President of the PRAIS Foundation.
 
Roll of Honour: Top Tree Planting Countries
 
1.      Ethiopia - 725,945,094
2.      Turkey - 707,540,533
3.      Mexico - 472,404,266
4.      Kenya - 139,893,668
5.      Cuba - 137,476,771
6.      Indonesia - 100,335,946
7.      India - 84,027,466
8.      China - 53,950,418
9.      Rwanda - 50,051,007
10.  Republic of Korea - 46,723,157
11.  Peru - 46,555,894
 
In total, 3,071,704,993, trees have been planted around the world. So far, another 1,578,796,459 trees have been pledged and have yet to be planted.
 
In a call to action, UNEP is making an appeal to UN peacekeeping missions and the armed forces of the world to also join in the Campaign by planting trees in areas where they operate. 
 

UNEP is further inviting all people, communities, business and industry, civil society organizations and Governments to join this global tree-planting initiative by registering tree-planting commitments on the campaign’s website: www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

East African (Kenya): Tea sector the first casualty as loss of Mau Complex gathers momentum 

Saturday, March 28 2009 at 00:27

As Mau burns and political temperatures rise, Kenya’s Prime Minister Raila Odinga has received a report detailing the wanton destruction of the country’s largest forest block. 

Although he is yet to make the contents public, members of the task force that prepared the report say the forest has lost hundreds of thousands of acres of trees, with a devastating impact on the tea industry in Kericho, Buret, Sotik and Nandi.

The EastAfrican has been informed by people who cannot be named because of the sensitivity of the matter, that so far, the forest has lost over 310, 000 acres of trees. 

The systematic widespread destruction was sanctioned by the past government, which degazetted over 152,500 acres (61,224 hectares) on February 16, 2001.

Since then, a further 160,000 acres (about 64,000 hectares) have been destroyed and the land converted into settlements or to agricultural uses. 

The first casualties of the destruction have ironically been the residents of Kericho, where community leaders have in the past frequently voiced opposition to the eviction of squatters who have encroached on the all-important forest complex. On current evidence, the area’s tea-based economy has suffered tremendously. 

Already, officials at the biggest tea company in East Africa say that continued destruction of the Mau could lead to the firm abandoning production altogether. 

“If the Mau disappears, I don’t think we can grow tea in this area any more,” said Hugo Douglas-Dufresne, technical director at Finlays Kenya. 

With a 250-year history behind it, Finlays is a global leader in the tea and flower trade and has vast plantations in Kenya, Uganda, Sri Lanka and China. 

Globally, Finlays produces about 45 million kilos of tea each year, with its Kericho-based outfit producing 23 million kilos and employing about 14,000 people. 

“Tea requires regular rainfall and dies whenever rains fail,” Mr Douglas-Dufresne said, adding that a combination of the prevailing drought and the dwindling of the Mau Forest is affecting tea production increasingly negatively. He said that his company has already closed down four of its 60 factories.

“Although we normally reduce the number of factories during droughts, this is the first time since 1997 that we are closing this many factories.’

Mr Douglas-Dufresne said that while the company is yet to lay off any of its 14,000 employees, “We have sent many on leave, because there is nothing much to do.”

Asked by The EastAfrican whether the decline in production has to do with the prevailing drought or the destruction of the 400,000-hectare Mau complex, Mr Douglas-Dufresne said that while drought is not a new phenomenon, its frequency in the area has been rising as more trees are destroyed.

“When the area dries up, the Mau releases water through evaporation, resulting in rainfall even during droughts,” he said, adding that the current prolonged drought was unprecedented, with the onset of the rainy period being long overdue.

Tea is Kenya’s third-most important foreign-exchange earner, bringing in Ksh19 billion ($237.5 million) in 2007, and employs more than 50,000 people directly and 645,000 others, indirectly.

“It is estimated that two-thirds of the tea produced in Western Kenya is grown in areas that benefit from the ecological functions of the Mau Complex, including the maintenance of favourable micro-climatic conditions” says a report, “Kenya; Atlas of Our Changing Environment,” jointly published by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), the government of Kenya and other players early this year.

The tea sector has also helped ameliorate power problems in the country as the industry generated 4.25 megawatts of power in 2007.

The single largest forest block in Kenya, the Mau Forest Complex measures 403,000 hectares, of which 295,000 are gazetted while 45,743 are trust land. But over time, the forest has shrunk rapidly owing to official excision coupled with illegal encroachment and destruction of tree cover.

For instance, the year before it was voted out, the Kanu government excised 61,224 hectares, claiming that much of the land had already been settled on. 

But the Kenya Forestry Working Group, with technical assistance from Unep, established conclusively that much of the land was still densely covered with natural forests. 

It later emerged that the former government had allocated the forest land to private people who set about burning down hundred of acres before the new government could come in.

Since 2001, a further 64,000 hectares has been lost so that today, over 125,000 hectares (or 312,500 acres) of the forest are no more.

Following the destruction, rainfall in the area has been declining steadily. 

The joint Unep/Kenya Atlas says that, besides reducing water in rivers flowing into Lake Victoria, this has affected yields because tea yield per hectare is influenced more by rainfall distribution than by total rainfall over the year.

For instance, data presented during a Mau Conference organised by the government last year, showed that total rainfall in Kericho and areas bordering South West Mau Forest for the period 1986 to 1995 was 19,918.8mm at an annual average of 1991.9mm; the annual average declined to 1877mm over the next 10-year period between 1996 and 2005.

Meanwhile, the issue of the planned evictions from the forest is turning into an extension of the war for the 2012 political succession and Prime Minister Raila Odinga is caught in the crossfire.

The deliberate burning of the forest is the latest style of resistance against an earlier Cabinet decision by the Grand Coalition government to eject thousands of people who settled in the forest during the reign of former president Daniel arap Moi. Over 4,000 hectares of the forest is said to have gone up in flames in a politically-engineered show of displeasure at the pending evictions.

Tourist activities in the Mara Game Reserve and Serengeti in Tanzania depend on Mara River, whose source is the Mau Forest. It is also the source of seven major rivers such as Sondu , Ewaso Nyiro, Nzoia, Nyando, Kerio and Molo. 

The government has only made token arrests so far. And while its position is that it is illegal to excise any part of gazetted forest for any use, and that it is committed to conserving all water catchments areas, it is Mr Odinga who has been singled out as pushing for evictions of the settlers, many of whom voted for him in 2007. 

Mr Odinga has said that the government will carry out evictions with a human face, do it in phases and provide alternative settlement to the evictees. But those who are conversant with Mau settlers are worried that the government might not find sufficient land within the vicinity to settle all the people that will be evicted. 

It appears that history is repeating itself. The former NARC government had a difficult time stopping the shamba system, where farmers were allowed to live in the forest provided they planted trees.
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Ecological Society of America (US): Nobel laureate urges soldiers to fight desertification

April 2009
Jen Schoemburg

“Imagine all soldiers marching for the planet”. Nobel Peace Prize laureate Wangari Maathai spoke these words during the UN Environment  Programme’s (UNEP; Nairobi, Kenya) Governing Council meeting in late February, summarizing her latest effort to inspire everyone – from governments and industry to individuals and communities – to assist with global environmental restoration by planting trees worldwide.

“How wonderful it would be if every soldier started seeing himself as a soldier for the planet, holding a gun on one side and a tree seedling on the other”, she continued. Along with Prince Albert II of Monaco, Professor Maathai is a patron of the Billion Tree Campaign, a cooperative effort between UNEP and the World Agroforestry Centre (Nairobi, Kenya).

Because trees can absorb large amounts of atmospheric CO2, planting them is one of the easiest and most cost-effective ways to combat global warming. Since the campaign began in 2006, more than 2.7 billion trees have been planted in 165 countries. The current goal is to plant 7 billion trees by the end of 2009. 

Nick Nuttall, a spokesperson for UNEP, explains that the primary objective is to “catalyze action on climate change and wider environmental issues, such as water shortages, biodiversity loss, and soil conservation, via the simple but powerful action of planting trees. Faced with what can sometimes feel to be insurmountable global challenges, the Billion Tree Campaign is about saying to people, communities, companies, and countries: ‘Yes you can...make a difference’”.

Now, the movement has its sights set on recruiting military forces to aid in making that difference. Lucy Wanjohi, of Professor Maathai’s Green Belt Movement (Nairobi, Kenya), says that the key message to the military is the need for their assistance in fighting an unconventional enemy – desertification.

“The soil is being eroded right from beneath the soldiers’ feet, and desert is approaching at an alarming speed for every tree that we cut. This is the enemy we need to fight.”

Information on how to get involved in the movement, including tree planting tips, is available at www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign
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New Nation (Bangladesh): Dangers of increasing pressures on water

March 30, 2009

Population growth, climate change, widespread mismanagement and increasing demand for energy could lead to a major global water crisis, according to the UN World Water Development Report. 

The report was released on 16 March in Istanbul (Turkey) as part of the World Water Forum, which goes on until 22 March. On the theme of 'Bridging divides for water', this year's Forum seeks to enable multi-stakeholder participation and dialogue to make water policy more sustainable at a global level. 

Representing the UN Environment Programme in this key gathering is a specialized team headed by UNEP Deputy Executive Director Angela Cropper. 

The UN World Water Development Report (WWDR), released every three years in conjunction with the World Water Forum, is the UN's flagship report on water and is a comprehensive review of the state of the world's freshwater resources. 

The report is a joint effort of the 26 UN agencies and entities which make up UN-Water, working in partnership with governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders. It aims to provide decision-makers with the tools to implement sustainable use of our water. 

UNEP contributed to 'Drivers of Change' section of the Third World Water Report and will also launch two publications on 18 March as part of the Forum: 'Water Security and ecosystem services: The critical connection', and 'Integrated Water Resources Management in Action' 

The main issues UNEP is promoting at the Forum are water and ecosystem services, adaptation to climate change and freshwater and coastal interlinkages. 

The World Water Development Report provides a mechanism for monitoring changes in water resources and their management and for tracking progress towards achieving targets, particularly those of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

The Report also offers best practices and in-depth theoretical analyses to help stimulate ideas and actions for better stewardship in the water sector. 

Urgent action is needed, as illustrated by the 2009 UNEP Year Book. The expected shifts in precipitation patterns and water availability due to our changing climate are complex and have been documented by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. In many regions of the world, water is already scarce and likely to become more so as global climate change advances. 

Areas expected to be affected by persistent drought and water scarcity in coming years include the southern and northern tiers of Africa, much of the Middle East, a broad band in Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent, southern and eastern Australia, northern Mexico, and the southwestern United States. 
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Africa Science News (Kenya): Climate Change Endangers Growth Of African Cities

Monday, 30 March 2009

Climate change threatens to reverse the drive towards achievement of Millennium Development Goals as well as sustainable growth of these cities.
Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director, UNHABITAT, told senior level government representatives attending the twenty second session of UNHABITAT Governing Council forum in Nairobi that poor populations in Africa cities are more vulnerable to risks of floods, drought and health related challenges as countries fail to invest in climate change mitigation strategies. 
She challenged Africa governments to devise innovative mechanisms to cushion population living in cities against devastating effects of a bubble in the housing market. 
According to UN HABITAT, 70% of Africa’s population in Cities lives in slums and unplanned settlements that lack basic social and physical amenities. 
It is estimated that 32% of Kenya’s population will be living in urban areas by 2012. 
The Executive Director, UNEP, Achim Steiner, reiterated that greening economies of Africa Cities is critical to catalyze sustainable development “while assuring better livelihoods to urban populations. Efforts must be scaled up to boost better solid and liquid waste management as well as curbing air pollution in these Cities.” 
He called on municipal authorities to mobilize investments alongside development of favourable policies and regulatory environment to anchor restoration of healthy urban ecosystems. 
Steiner noted that Africa Cities are grappling with emerging challenges such as inability to meet food and energy demands to their burgeoning population. 
He noted that “while urbanization is an integral part of economic transformation, it has presented myriad challenges such as overcrowding, slum and squatter conditions, poverty, crime and unemployment as well as environmental degradation” 
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Daily Monitor (Uganda): UN delegates protest Nairobi office reshuffle

Tuesday, March 31 2009

The opening ceremony of a UN Habitat conference in Nairobi was briefly disrupted yesterday when a group of delegates protested the removal of Ms Anna Tibaijuka as the head of the UN Office in Nairobi.

The placard-waving delegates, most of whom were women, marched to the podium where Ms Tibaijuka, a Ugandan together with other dignitaries including Vice President Kalonzo Musyoka and the new Director General, Mr Achim Steiner, sat.

Also present at the main podium were Housing Minister Soita Shitanda, UN Habitat Governing Council chairman and Ugandan Minister of State for Housing Michael Werikhe, and UN Habitat Deputy Executive Director, Ms Inga Bjork-Klevby.

It, however, took the quick intervention of a security officer, who quickly grabbed the placard and ordered the women delegates back to their seats. 

Later, some of the women told Daily Nation that they would push for the reinstatement of Ms Tibaijuka, since the process of her removal was not fair. 

Despite her removal as the head of the UN office in Nairobi, Ms Tibaijuka maintained her job as the Executive Director of the UN Human Settlement’s Programme (UN Habitat) in changes that took effect from March 1.

The changes, which were made by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, were based on the organisation’s policy of rotation amongst senior managers.

Ms Tibaijuka replacement was met by protests by a section of UN staff. 
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Business Daily (Kenya): Protestors demand Tibaijuka’s reinstatement  


March 31, 2009

Power struggles at the United Nations played out in the open during the opening session of the Governing Council meeting in Nairobi on Monday.

A group of women calling themselves the Women’s Caucus peacefully marched to the podium  carrying placards supporting demoted former director-general Anna Tibaijuka before security personnel intervened.

“We are not happy with the way Tibaijuka was replaced and are calling for her immediate reinstatement,” said a delegate.  

The protest follows Dr Tibaijuka’s controversial replacement as the Director General of the UN office in Nairobi from March 1. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed Mr  Achim Steiner in her place.  

The Women’s Caucus criticised the replacement. Dr Tibaijuka is the Executive Director of the Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), a position she has held since 2002 while Mr Steiner has been the Executive Director of the United Nation’s Environment Programme (Unep) since June, 2006.

“This is an insult to the dignity of the woman particularly from the developing countries,” said the caucus representatives.

At the podium were the Governing Council president Michael Werikhe, Mr Steiner, Dr Tibaijuka and Vice President Kalonzo MusyokaThe group now plans to present a petition to the Governing Council before the end of the conference later in the week.

The president of the UN Nairobi Staff Union, Rhoda Atan,a was recently quoted as saying that the staff had sent a protest letter to the UN secretary-general  following his decision to replace Tibaijuka.
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Vedura (France): 3 milliards d'arbres plantés depuis 2006

le mardi 31 mars 2009 à 08h50

La "campagne pour 1 milliard d'arbre" du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) a été instaurée en 2006 : 3 milliards d'arbres ont déjà été plantés, et l'objectif est désormais fixé à 7 milliards d'ici fin 2009.
Le PNUE avait lancé la "campagne pour 1 milliard d'arbre sous le patronage" de Wangari Maathai, Prix Nobel de la Paix et du Prince Albert de Monaco.

"Quand la campagne pour un milliard d'arbres a été lancée lors de la réunion sur la convention du climat à Nairobi en 2006, personne n'aurait imaginé qu'elle se développerait avec tant de vigueur et si rapidement, suscitant engouement et espoir. Cette initiative a été un vecteur d'expression pour des millions de personnes de par le monde" a déclaré Achim Steiner, le directeur exécutif du PNUE.

Ce projet a pour objectifs la lutte contre le réchauffement climatique, la perte de la biodiversité et la disponibilité en eau potable.

Plus de 2 milliards d'arbres ont été planté en 18 mois dans 155 pays, et 3 milliards à ce jour. Le PNUE souhaiterait atteindre le chiffre de 7 milliards pour  le Sommet de Copenhague sur le climat en décembre 2009.

L'Ethiopie est le pays qui a planté le plus avec 725 millions d'arbres, suivi par le Mexique (472 millions), et la Turquie (300 millions), le Kenya (139 millions), Cuba (137 millions), l'Indonésie (100 millions), l'Inde (84 millions), la Chine (53 millions), le Rwanda (50 millions), la République de Corée (46 millions) et le Pérou (46 millions).
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Reuters: Obama signs landmark U.S. conservation bill

Mon Mar 30, 7:46 pm ET

U.S. President Barack Obama signed sweeping land and water conservation rules into law on Monday, setting aside millions of acres as protected areas and delighting environmentalists.

The measure, a package of more than 160 bills, would designate about 2 million acres -- parks, rivers, streams, desert, forest and trails -- in nine states as new wilderness and render them off limits to oil and gas drilling and other development.

The House of Representatives approved the measure on a vote of 285-140 a week after it cleared the Senate, capping years of wrangling and procedural roadblocks.

Opponents, most of them Republicans, complained the legislation would deny access for oil and gas drilling and said House Democrats refused to consider changes.

"This legislation guarantees that we will not take our forests, rivers, oceans, national parks, monuments, and wilderness areas for granted," Obama said at a signing ceremony.

The areas that would be designated as new wilderness are mostly in California, followed by Idaho, Utah, Colorado, Oregon, Virginia, West Virginia, New Mexico and Michigan.

Environmentalists welcomed the move.

"As global warming changes wildlife habitat and food sources, it's more important than ever that we take care of our last remaining wild forests and rivers," the environmental group Sierra Club said in a statement.

"This is the most important lands protection legislation in decades."
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Washington Post (US): Winds of Change Evident in U.S. Environmental Policy

Monday, March 30, 2009
Daniel Reifsnyder, a 25-year State Department veteran, knew even before President Obama was elected that U.S. environmental policy was going to change. So in early November, he called a couple of his Environmental Protection Agency counterparts about drafting documents to lay the groundwork for endorsing a treaty to curb global emissions of toxic mercury. 

The Bush administration had resisted proposals for a United Nations-sponsored mercury treaty since at least 2005 on the grounds that voluntary measures were sufficient, but Reifsnyder told his fellow career officials that they had an opportunity to quickly formulate a new U.S. position in time for an upcoming meeting in Nairobi. They knew that as a senator, Obama had sponsored legislation banning the export of mercury overseas and that he was likely to be sympathetic to the treaty proposal. 

"To anyone who was aware of what was happening, it was pretty clear the chances of the Bush administration position continuing into the new administration was pretty remote," recalled Reifsnyder, who is deputy assistant secretary of state for the environment and jokes that he started working at the department "before Moses parted the waters." 

By Feb. 20, the efforts of Reifsnyder and dozens of other rank-and-file federal employees had borne fruit: After the United States voiced support for the idea of a new, binding mercury treaty, the world community embraced it in Nairobi. 

The rapid policy reversal is just one of more than a dozen environmental initiatives the new administration has undertaken in its first two months. In nearly every case, the decisions were based on extensive analysis and documentation that rank-and-file employees had prepared over the past couple of years, often in the face of contrary-minded Bush administration officials. 

After years of chafing under political appointees who viewed stricter environmental regulation with skepticism, long-serving federal officials are seeing work that had been gathering dust for years translate quickly into action. 

Whether that is a good thing depends on one's point of view. 

"It is kind of how government works, at its best," said Eric Schaeffer, who headed the EPA's office of regulatory enforcement before resigning in protest in 2002. He now runs the Environmental Integrity Project, an advocacy group. "With government bureaucrats, we fuss at them, but in this case I think they're doing some good." 

Businesses facing new regulation, however, often call it a case of unelected government employees running amok. 

"It's safe to say [that] within the regulatory bureaucracy, there's a built-in inclination to draft regulations, because that's what they do," said Hank Cox, a spokesman for the National Association of Manufacturers. "With some of these bureaucrats and activist groups, there's an obliviousness to the costs of these regulations. We're more comfortable with having people high up in government taking a fairly tough line on new rules." 

After years of behind-the-scenes disputes with their superiors who favored regulatory restraint, many longtime federal workers are now what Cox calls "more in sync" with the new political hires running their agencies. 

This shift has helped produce broad policy reversals that encompass such issues as writing new regulations and prosecuting violators of old ones, with still more in the pipeline. Drawing on earlier spadework, the administration has issued a proposal to create a national greenhouse gas registry; filed a lawsuit accusing a coal-fired power plant in New Roads, La., of violating the Clean Air Act; and put electric utilities on notice that they may have to account for their greenhouse gas pollution. 

Political appointees have also asked career employees for background material on how to regulate pollution from cement kilns; whether refineries have done enough to curb their harmful emissions; and whether the federal government should grant California and more than a dozen other states the power to curb greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles. 

Margo Oge, director of the EPA's office of transportation and air quality, said the approximately 400 people who work in her division have drawn on "thousands of pages" of documents that they drafted during the past administration to advise new EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson quickly on questions such as whether the agency is obligated to regulate gases that contribute to global warming and how it might accomplish that. 

Bush officials had extended the public comment period on the question, in part because they thought a positive finding would trigger an elaborate regulatory scheme that would harm the economy. On March 20, the EPA sent a finding to the White House that greenhouse gases endanger public health and welfare, based in part on the work that Oge's office had done. 

"There is a sense of urgency by the president and the administrator to address climate change," Oge said. "The agency is in a very good position to provide technical assistance to the president, to Congress and to the administrator." 

In many instances, career officials have spent a couple of years preparing the reports and briefings they are now delivering to Obama officials. Under Bush, for example, senior EPA officials such as former deputy administrator Marcus Peacock made it clear that the government would not devote significant resources to prosecuting coal-fired power plants for Clean Air Act violations because the administration was more interested in curbing air pollution through regulatory reform. 

But according to a Justice Department official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing litigation, career employees continued to research such allegations in the hope of securing settlements or bringing cases in the future. 

On Feb. 18, less than a month after Obama was sworn in, the United States filed a complaint against the Big Cajun 2 Power Plant charging that for more than a decade it has operated without required pollution controls; the case was based in part on about 2,000 boxes of documents from the EPA's enforcement office. 

The Justice official said the fact that EPA employees continued to research these sorts of complaints kept a 1999 federal initiative aimed at coal-fired utilities "alive, and that's what gives us the ability now to file a couple of these cases." 

In some cases, agency officials have been able to revive proposals that languished under the previous administration with the tiniest of changes. A proposal to establish a national greenhouse gas registry stalled at the Office of Management and Budget for three months because Bush administration officials did not think the EPA should use its authority under the Clean Air Act to establish the monitoring system. Within two weeks of Jackson taking office, however, career officials briefed her on the matter, and she agreed that they could base the rule on the act. The registry proposal that the EPA issued this month is nearly identical to the one it sent to the OMB in September. 

Scott Segal, a lobbyist for coal-fired utilities at the law firm Bracewell & Giuliani, said the fact that Obama has yet to fill many sub-Cabinet appointments at federal agencies has created "a power vacuum in which career employees fill in the gap." 

"The old joke about EPA employees is they would either write the rule, or if they couldn't, they would leak the draft," Segal said. Now, he added, they seem to be getting their chance to write the rules. 
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Reuters: 2010 Games officials eye global warming costs

Mon Mar 30, 5:09 pm ET

Organizers of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games said on Monday they are confident they can find sponsors to help with the estimated C$4.5 million ($3.6 million) cost of keeping the event from adding to global warming.

The Winter Games in Vancouver are expected to create about 300,000 tonnes of carbon emissions, including those from airplanes bringing thousands of athletes and spectators to the western Canadian city.

The Vancouver Organizing Committee said it is in talks with carbon offset management companies it hopes will help sponsor the cost of buying credits, which it said is running between C$10 and C$20 a tonne.

But the search for sponsors also comes as VANOC and other international sporting event groups are struggling to line up sponsors amid the global economic crisis.

"We're very confident we will be able to get partners on this," VANOC chief executive John Furlong told reporters outside an international conference in Vancouver on the environmental costs of major sports events.

The offset credits would come from investing in projects such as renewable energy.

While Vancouver is not the only host city to promise a "carbon neutral" Olympics, Canadian organizers say they are also including emissions created outside the 17 days of competition.

"We have expanded the scope by taking in air travel and starting when VANOC started (to include venue construction)," said Linda Coady, who is in charge of sustainability efforts at the committee.

Air travel for athletes and spectators to and from the Games in February 2010 and Paralympic Games in March is the largest contributor of greenhouse gas emissions related to the sporting event, VANOC officials said.

The 300,000-tonne estimate is based on a 2007 study by the environmental David Suzuki Foundation, and organizers say they may have been able to cut that with changes in venue and transportation planning.

A revised estimate is scheduled to be released in October.

The estimated C$4.5 million to buy offset credits is not included in VANOC's C$1.7 billion operating budget, and officials did not

The Suzuki Foundation, which is working with VANOC, released its own report on Sunday warning that global warming is a threat to traditional winter Olympic sports in Canada as shorter winters leading to less ice and snow.
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Reuters: China passes 500 mark for U.N. clean energy projects

Tue Mar 31, 2009 12:28am EDT

[image: image1.wmf]

China, the world's top greenhouse gas polluter, has passed a milestone in the number of U.N.-backed clean energy projects, with the world body approving more than 500 such schemes so far.

China has the highest number of such projects, which yield tradable carbon credits for investors in wind farms, solar power, small hydro, biomass or cleaning up planet-warming industrial gases.

The scheme, called the clean development mechanism (CDM), is part of the Kyoto Protocol climate pact and aims to help developing countries shift to low-carbon economies and also help rich nations offset their emissions by buying the carbon credits.

Each offset, called a certified emission reduction (CER), represents a tonne of greenhouse gas pollution saved from being emitted.

As of late Monday, China now has 501 such projects registered, followed by India at 411 and Brazil with 156. Globally, the United Nations has approved 1,539.

Many of China's registered projects are in hydro and wind power, with others designed to capture methane from coal mines, landfills and agricultural waste.

Hundreds more Chinese projects are in the pipeline awaiting formal approval by the United Nations.

To date, approved Chinese CDM projects have been issued with 119,400,810 CERs, representing more than 40 percent of the total issued to date globally by the United Nations, but still a fraction of China's overall greenhouse gas emissions.

CERs last traded in London on Monday at 10.04 euros ($13.30) a tonne.
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Reuters: Forests could undermine carbon market: Greenpeace

Mon Mar 30, 2009 12:50pm EDT

Carbon market prices could tumble by 75 percent if credits for safeguarding forests are added to markets for industrial emissions, environmental group Greenpeace said on Monday.

A report issued on the sidelines of U.N. talks in Bonn working on a climate treaty said that a flood of forest carbon credits could also slow the fight against global warming and divert billions of dollars from investments in clean technology.

"Cheap forest credits sound attractive but a closer examination shows they are a dangerous option," Roman Czebiniak, Greenpeace International political adviser on forests, said of estimates by Kea 3 economic modeling group in New Zealand.

About 175 nations are meeting in Bonn from March 29-April 8 to discuss measures for fighting global warming. Among them are ways to slow tropical deforestation, which accounts for a fifth of all greenhouse gas emissions from human activities.

Trees soak up carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, as they grow and release it when they are burned or rot. Placing a price on intact trees could help save forests from the Amazon to the Congo basin from logging and land clearance by farmers.

"Including forest protection measures in carbon markets would crash the price of carbon by up to 75 percent and derail global efforts to tackle global warming," Greenpeace said.

The report projected the 75 percent fall in prices, to 3.9 euros ($5.16) per tonne by 2020 from a baseline of 16.05 used in the report, under current national policies for limiting emissions.

CLEAN ENERGY INVESTMENTS

"Countries like China, India and Brazil could lose tens of billions of dollars for clean energy investments if forest protection measures are included in an unrestricted carbon market," it added.

There is so far no agreement on how to put a price on forest carbon under a new treaty. Suggestions range from carbon trading to new taxes in developed nations to raise cash. Governments aim to agree a new U.N. climate treaty in Copenhagen in December.

A European Commission report last year also said the European Union should not let industry meet its climate goals by funding forest conservation in tropical nations before 2020.

"Allowing companies to buy avoided deforestation credits would result in serious imbalances between supply and demand," it said. It said deforestation emissions were three times bigger than emissions regulated by the EU emissions trading scheme.

And New Carbon Finance analyst Aimie Parpia estimated in a report earlier this month that unlimited use of forestry could cut carbon offset prices by 40 percent by 2020.

Greenpeace's own forest proposal is to allow industrialized countries to meet a part of their emissions reduction goals by buying cheaper "tropical deforestation units" as an addition to deep cuts in domestic emissions.

These units, however, would not be tradeable on markets for industrial emissions.
Back to Menu
=============================================================
ROA MEDIA UPDATE
THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, March 31 2009
General Environment News

Beninese govt set to minimize pressure on environment.

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - The Beninese government has taken measures aimed at reducing human pressure on the environment in order to achieve a more sustainable management of forest resources, the council of ministers said in a statement released here on Monday.

The measures include promotion of the use of domestic gas, easy access to cooking facilities for low-income households and the set-up of a credit fund for the purchase of domestic facilities.

The statement said the government would promote the programmes nationwide, including in the 12 urban centers considered as being the biggest consumers of wood and charcoal.

Le gouvernement béninois veut réduire la pression sur le couvert végétal

Cotonou, Bénin (PANA) - Le gouvernement béninois a pris des mesures destinées à réduire la pression humaine sur le couvert végétal afin d'assurer une gestion durable des ressources forestières, annonce un communiqué du conseil des ministres publié lundi à Cotonou.

Ces mesures concernent, entre autres, la promotion de l'utilisation du gaz domestique, la facilité d'acquisition d'équipements de cuisson pour les ménages à faibles revenus et la mise en place d'un fonds de garantie pour sécuriser les crédits d'équipements domestiques.

Le gouvernement va mettre en œuvres des programmes à travers le pays, notamment dans les douze centres urbains considérés comme les plus gros consommateurs de bois et de charbon de bois, précise le communiqué. 

Cameroon: Live Around Ngovayang Forest

Cameroon Tribune - Environmental experts have started implementing field level micro-projects aimed at improving the livelihood of people living in and around the Ngovayang Forest in the South Region. The initiative to conserve and sustainably manage the biodiversity of the Ngovayang Forest was officially launched in November 2008 at a workshop organized under the auspices of the Cameroon Biodiversity Conservation Society (CBCS)- an affiliate of Birdlife International. The launching ceremony brought together representatives of relevant government Ministries, community-based organizations and traditional institutions in the area.
The Ngovayang Forest constitutes an important source of livelihood for the local people derived from the use of non-timber-forest products. The management and sustainable harvest of these products necessitate a better understanding of the collection, processing and marketing of the products. The indigenous people of the area are the Bagneli and Bakola living alongside their Bantus neighbors who often claim ownership of all natural resources in the region.

CBCS has long been carrying out research activities in the Ngovayang Forest area geared towards enhancing the living conditions of the indigenous people while conserving biodiversity in the region.

The micro-projects designed to alleviate poverty following the research results in the area touch on improvement of income generating activities, sustainable harvesting of non-timber-forest products (NTFPs), creation of community farms and enhancement skills in craft work. These projects are intended to link the livelihood improvement to biodiversity conservation by strengthening the capacity of the indigenous people.

CBCS is in the process of implementing a 5-year development and conservation project on livelihood improvement in the area. For this initiative to have maximum impact and benefits to the indigenous people and the site support groups, collaboration amongst the various stakeholders becomes of paramount importance. This is essential because it avoids duplication efforts and resources and facilitates the exchange of information and experiences. CBCS has often provided and continues to provide for such exchanges.

Identification of stakeholders is said to be prerequisite for sustainable development. Identification is important for communication and mutual recognition of rights or duties of various stakeholders including political stakeholders who make policies and define general framework within which other stakeholders work. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903301619.html
Ghana: ESPA Launches Clean-Up Exercise in Tema

The Chronicle- column: Tema — the environmental service providers association (espa) in collaboration with tema metropolitan assembly (tma) has launched a programme to clean parts of the tema region as part of the president's "keep ghana clean" campaign.

The exercise, which is expected to take place on March 28, this year, will start at exactly 5:00 am and end as soon as the team completes with cleaning of Communities nine (9) (no man's land), one (market area) and the Kakasonanka area.

Briefing a section of the Tema press at the TMA Conference Hall on last Wednesday, the Chairman of ESPA, Capt. Frederick Amoh Twum (Rtd.) disclosed that the association has decided to take on such a task due to its eagerness to help in cleaning the country.

According to him, the spate at which people are littering the country was a huge problem, which ought to be looked at thoroughly, and that was why they have agreed to work together with TMA to bring sanity to the Tema region. He continued that basically their focus is on Accra and Kumasi, but as an association they thought it wise that Tema is an area which generates major resources, and must therefore be assisted. He stated that the major ingredient needed to implement the exercise was the corporation of the general public, adding that the practice of throwing rubbish about should be stopped.

The Coordinating Director of TMA, Mr. Kwaku Akpotorsu disclosed that almost all the gutters in the Tema region are chocked as a result of our own unfortunate actions or practices, adding "We generate the filth but we care less about its collection". He continued that the Assembly had made provisions in the form of dustbins in the market, but instead, people put their refuse on the floor right by the bins. He said that everybody must pay for the refuse they generate because until we start paying for them, we will still be saddled with the filth.

He hinted that the Assembly had already started in their small way by educating the public on the effects of the filth through the Assembly members. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903301566.html
Tanzania: In Focus

The Arusha Times- column

Arusha — Oikos East Africa, a conservation and development NGO based in Arusha, has invited three consultants from Europe to provide expert advice to manage resources in Arumeru District on a sustainable basis. The consultants were quick to advice Oikos at a projects meeting to incorporate indigenous knowledge in the projects as much as possible in order to establish appropriate and practical approaches to manage the resources in the area. Literature and further discussions with the consultants justify the advice.

In particular, Oikos asked the consultants to provide expert information that will be used to produce resource use paper or digital maps as a basis for establishing resource use plans for Ngarenanyuki and Odonyosambu Wards. The plans are to recommend appropriate forest management guidelines, farming systems and livestock practices among other development activities in the area.

The consultants advised Oikos to incorporate indigenous knowledge in the projects to ensure that the maps become more useful tools for resource planning. The advice is supported by Jan Kelly, a map making specialist as quoted from proceedings of a scientific conference. Kelly suggests that indigenous knowledge enhances traditional paper or digital maps to display a live local environment which is intimately tied to history. Otherwise, paper or digital maps become relatively "thin" and "empty" of much knowledge. As a result, the maps may be useful only as two dimensional field guides. That is, the paper or digital maps are only a small part of much thicker, dense and rich oral maps.

In his book titled, The Practice of Everyday Life, Michel de Certeau emphasizes the point, "Stories in oral traditions for instance, but also in everyday dialogues, do more than describe space, they organize space and map it."

In this sense, Mara Goldman of the University of Wisconsin in Madison, USA recommends incorporation of local place names to construct resource use maps of project areas. For example, the scholar explains that knowledge of Maasai place names help to understand ecological structure, historical uses of an area and even local wildlife behavior patterns. Goldman's recommendations are based on a study about meanings of place names. The study was conducted in Esilalei and Oltukai villages in Monduli district in Arusha.

The name of the village, Oltukai is the Maasai name for a species of palm trees that is the most dominant tree in the area. There is the Olkeju Lotukai or the river of Oltukai trees, which is the name of the seasonal river that creates the southern boundary of the village. At the western boundary of the village lies E-Makat that means soda where Lake Manyara, a large soda lake exists.

Equally important is the role of indigenous knowledge in farming systems. For instance, Richard Pfeiffer, a researcher, has concluded that farmers in the Usambara Mountains have in the past practiced effective soil conservation and soil fertility "preserving methods like multi-story agro-forestry, mixed cropping and use of green manure via "controlled weed tolerance," making use of annual weeds as mulch.

Another researcher, Christian Mersmann, suggested that the farming system of the past in the Usambaras was developed through a process of gradual replacement of the less desirable species of the natural forest while useful indigenous plants were preserved. Farmers gradually replaced forest tree for tree, shrub for shrub and vine for vine so that a farmer's plot retained the multi-storey structure of the natural forest, as well as similar ecological and hydrological properties of the forest. The Oikos veterinary consultant Dr. Giuseppe Di Giulio wishes the government of Tanzania could introduce a policy to encourage people to practice similar farming systems as an appropriate approach to enhance biodiversity and to reduce effects of droughts.

It can be suggested that Tanzania possesses a national treasure in the form of indigenous knowledge in various sectors. The knowledge is stored in oral traditions of the various tribes in the country. The knowledge can be used to establish effective and practical development programmes. But much of the knowledge is currently ignored unnecessarily.  http://allafrica.com/stories/200903301060.html

Angola: Army Chief Considers Moxico Floods Worrying

Angola Press- The chief of staff of the Angola Armed Forces (FAA), gen. Francisco Pereira Furtado, Friday in Luena, considered as worrying the floods hitting the districts of Alto-Zambezi, Luacano and Kameia, in the eastern province of Moxico.

Francisco Furtado said so to the press at the end of a few hours visit to the military barracks in the region, where he analyzed the damage caused by the heavy rains that poured in the region.

The localities of Cazombo (Alto-Zambezi) and Lago Dills (Luacano) are the ones that caused more worries as the floods were stronger and caused more material damage.

He said the Armed Forces provided two helicopters to help the local Government to fly the aid, pledging the FAA readiness to assist.

Meanwhile, Moxico governor, João Ernesto dos Santos "Liberdade", started on Thursday a tour of five inland districts, Leua, Kameia, Luau and Alto-Zambezi, to assess the damage caused in the region by the floods. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903300590.html
Eritrea: Adetekelezan Sub-Zone - Soil and Water Conservation Activities Gaining Momentum

Shabait.com (Asmara)- Adetekelezan — The inhabitants of Dekemhare administrative area in Adetekelezan sub-zone are stepping up development activities focusing on soil and water conservation, according to Mr. Kiflemariam Woldeyesus, representative of the Agriculture Ministry in the sub-zone.

He indicated that a number of water catchments, terraces and embankments have been constructed in various agricultural sites through the campaign in which more than 530 people participated. Commending the local inhabitants for taking active role in the undertaking, Mr. Kiflemariam pointed out that the campaign is aimed at enriching underground water resources, and thereby ensure potable water supply and boost agricultural output.

He went on to say that the contribution of terraces and embankments put in place in the area over the past couple of years through popular campaigns in efforts to achieve food security is not to be viewed lightly.

Expressing satisfaction with the Government's endeavors to promote social justice and improve people's standard of living, the local inhabitants reiterated their readiness to enhance the national development drive.

Dekemhare administrative area in Adetekelezan sub-zone has a population of over 3,000. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903300472.html
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An Arctic Circle of Friends 

By SCOTT BORGERSON and CAITLYN ANTRIM

March 28, 2009

Op-Ed Contributors

NY TIMES

THE North Pole is under siege by global warming. The sea ice there has lost half its thickness in the past six years, and all signs point to further rapid melting. By 2013, the entire Arctic could be devoid of ice in summer, and the region is likely to experience an influx of shipping, fishing and tourism. Russia planted its flag in the North Pole’s ocean floor two years ago, and other northern nations find themselves under mounting pressure to lay claim to huge swaths of the seabed. Before the land grab goes too far, the nations most involved should turn the northernmost part of the Arctic into a great park — a marine preserve that protects the polar environment and serves as a center for peaceful, international scientific research.

The Arctic’s pristine waters are a leading indicator, and an important regulator, of global climate health. They are the beginning and the end of the so-called great ocean conveyor, the mighty current that connects all the world’s oceans. And they are home to a vibrant ecosystem that supports whales, polar bears and terns.

Driving much of the new interest in the Arctic, however, are the stores of oil and gas that lie beneath the water — amounting to an estimated 22 percent of the earth’s remaining supplies. The largest deposits, however, are likely to be found in the shallower parts of the continental shelf, within the surrounding countries’ existing economic zones. Any fields found at greater depths, within the boundaries of the proposed park, would be prohibitively expensive to exploit for at least decades to come. For sovereignty claims, North Pole oil is a red herring. 

The Convention on the Law of the Sea, the international treaty that sets the rules for ownership of ocean resources, recognizes that Canada, Denmark, Norway and Russia, the four countries neighboring the Arctic Ocean, may be entitled to extend their seabed boundaries — and even sets a deadline for doing so. (Because the United States has not joined the Convention, it cannot make a claim to the extended continental shelf.) But it leaves it to those countries to resolve overlapping claims among themselves. Disputes over jurisdiction stand to slow the process of setting up a system for protecting the Arctic and could also poison international relations elsewhere. The creation of an international park would head off both problems.

One approach would be for the states and international organizations most involved in the Arctic to designate everything above 88 degrees latitude north — a circle with a 120-nautical-mile radius — as a marine park. This would be consistent with an idea presented in 1987 by Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union to create an Arctic “zone of peace.” And it has precedent in the 1959 treaty that created an international zone for scientific research in Antarctica, and that has governed that continent so well ever since. 

Like Antarctica, the park could be managed by an international cooperative, including not only Canada, Denmark and Russia but also the United States, China, Finland, Germany, Japan, Norway, Sweden and any other countries that engage in Arctic research. 

Canada, Denmark and Russia would benefit from such an initiative because each would avoid the kind of legal conflict and jurisdictional uncertainty that could discourage private investment in the surrounding areas. And the sovereignty extensions that have already been approved by the Continental Shelf Commission, a body established by parties to the Convention on the Law of the Sea, could be put into effect without delay. All three countries could also use the new scientific research to help them better manage their Arctic resources. And the park would not interfere with any nation’s freedom of navigation.

It might seem presumptuous for Americans to suggest that our northern neighbors forgo ownership of even a small part of the Arctic seabed. Admiral Robert Peary may have planted the American flag at the North Pole 100 years ago, but we have no territorial stake in the Lomonosov Ridge, the submarine link between Eurasia and North America that is the source of the competing claims. We do, however, have a vested interest in the peaceful development of the Arctic as a region. As citizens of a shared earth, we also have a stake in the greater good that can come from exploring the depths of the fastest warming part of the planet. American leadership on a polar park would send a clear message that we are attuned to the climate crisis. 

Scott Borgerson is the visiting fellow for ocean governance at the Council on Foreign Relations. Caitlyn Antrim is the executive director of the Rule of Law Committee for the Oceans. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/28/opinion/28borgerson.html?_r=1&th&emc=th
White House Announces International Meetings to Address Energy and Climate Issues 

By ANDREW C. REVKIN
March 29, 2009

New York Times

The Obama administration announced Saturday that it had organized a series of meetings among representatives of 16 countries and the European Union to discuss energy and climate issues. 

The meetings, to be held in Washington in April and in La Maddalena, Italy, in July, will seek to resolve longstanding issues that have blocked the development of an international climate treaty. 

The participants, who include Chinese and Indian representatives, will also try to create “concrete initiatives and joint ventures that increase the supply of clean energy while cutting greenhouse gas emissions,” according to a White House news release. The talks, called the Major Economies Meetings on Energy Security and Climate Change, echo in name and goals an initiative begun in the last two years of the Bush administration. 

Those meetings gathered developing and developed countries that were the largest emitters of the heat-trapping gases linked to global warming. The meetings were cast by the Bush administration as intended to set long-term goals for reducing emissions and to seek actions that could be taken in sectors of economies like power generation and manufacturing. 

The talks organized by the Bush administration were criticized by some small developing countries, European officials and environmental groups as an effort to circumvent global climate negotiations led by the United Nations, although President George W. Bush said at the time that the meetings were intended to support the global talks.

The United States refused to ratify an earlier international agreement, the Kyoto Protocol, objecting that developing countries like China and India were not bound by its restrictions on emissions of heat-trapping gases. 

Negotiations for a new global treaty are under way and will culminate in talks in Copenhagen in December.

The president of the National Wildlife Federation, Larry Schweiger, said Saturday that any such meetings were useful as ways to seek common ground among the world’s biggest emitters of heat-trapping gases. 

At the time, some environmentalists credited the Bush administration’s effort for initiating direct exchanges about climate with China and India. 

But Mr. Schweiger said he expected the Obama administration’s initiative to be more productive. 

“It’s a matter of intent,” he said. “I think the Bush administration never intended to come up with a big solution. I think this administration is truly committed to finding a solution for everybody.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/29/us/politics/29forum.html?pagewanted=print
Among Climate Scientists, a Dispute Over ‘Tipping Points’ 

By ANDREW C. REVKIN
March 29, 2009

New York Times

The language was apocalyptic. Last month, a leading climate scientist warned that Earth’s rising temperatures were poised to set off irreversible disasters if steps were not taken quickly to stop global warming.

“The climate is nearing tipping points,” the NASA climate scientist James E. Hansen wrote in The Observer newspaper of London. “If we do not change course, we’ll hand our children a situation that is out of their control.” 

The resulting calamities, Dr. Hansen and other like-minded scientists have warned, could be widespread and overwhelming: the loss of untold species as ocean reefs and forests are disrupted; the transformation of the Amazon into parched savanna; a dangerous rise in sea levels resulting from the melting of the mile-high ice sheets in West Antarctica and Greenland; and the thawing of the Arctic tundra, which would release torrents of the greenhouse gas methane into the atmosphere.

But the idea that the planet is nearing tipping points — thresholds at which change suddenly becomes unstoppable — has driven a wedge between scientists who otherwise share deep concerns about the implications of a human-warmed climate.

Environmentalists and some climate experts are increasingly warning of impending tipping points in their efforts to stir public concern. The term confers a sense of immediacy and menace to potential threats from a warming climate — dangers that otherwise might seem too distant for people to worry about.

But other scientists say there is little hard evidence to back up specific predictions of catastrophe. They worry that the use of the term “tipping point” can be misleading and could backfire, fueling criticism of alarmism and threatening public support for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

“I think a lot of this threshold and tipping point talk is dangerous,” said Kenneth Caldeira, an earth scientist at Stanford University and the Carnegie Institution and an advocate of swift action to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. “If we say we passed thresholds and tipping points today, this will be an excuse for inaction tomorrow,” he said. 

While studies of climate patterns in the distant past clearly show the potential for drastic shifts, these scientists say, there is enormous uncertainty in making specific predictions about the future. 

In some cases, there are big questions about whether climate-driven disasters — like the loss of the Amazon or a rise in sea levels of several yards in a century — are even plausible. And even in cases where most scientists agree that rising temperatures could lead to unstoppable change, no one knows where the thresholds lie that would set off such shifts.

Nevertheless, the use of the tipping point concept has intensified recently, as the Obama administration and Congress work on legislation to curb greenhouse gas emissions and the world’s nations negotiate a new climate treaty. 

In reports released this month, both the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Program focused on tipping points as a prime concern. And last year, a team of European scientists published an influential paper in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences compiling what is known and not known about various climatic tipping points — including the loss of summer sea ice around the North Pole and worrisome changes in the West African monsoon. 

The authors said they wanted to reduce the chance that “society may be lulled into a false sense of security by smooth projections of global change.”

On the other hand, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, in its influential 2007 report, expressly avoided specifying tipping points and instead concluded simply that the gradient of risk for a host of “large-scale discontinuities” increased with each degree of warming. 

Dr. Hansen defends the use of the term tipping point and said that it accurately depicts some probable consequences of unchecked global warming. There is abundant evidence, he says, that rising temperatures can have an abrupt, calamitous and “nonlinear” effect on glaciers and ecosystems. 

“I assure you that nonlinear systems exist,” Dr. Hansen said. “Ice sheets really do disintegrate. Documented sea-level rises of 4 to 5 meters per century exists — that was nonlinear collapse. Ecosystems also can collapse.”

He said that in discussing global warming, he refers not only to tipping points but to more general threats and that he was “not sure where the confusion about tipping points comes from.” 

But other scientists, who study the response to climate change of polar ice and tropical forests, said that they saw scant evidence of runaway disruption. 

For example, the idea that recent sharp retreat of summer sea ice around the North Pole has now taken on its own momentum has been challenged recently in papers by the earth scientists John S. Wettlaufer of Yale and Ian Eisenman of the California Institute of Technology. They contend that thin ice floes have the capacity to regrow quickly as summer ends, balancing out the melting that occurs as sunlight hits and heats dark open water. 

More generally, Dr. Wettlaufer has stressed the importance of being “caustically honest about what we know and don’t know.”

As policymakers try to address the risks facing the planet from a warming climate, some experts worry that focusing on tipping points and thresholds will perpetuate paralyzing debates over specifics — and obscure the reality that decisions need to be made, even in the face of uncertainty. 

“It would be far better to spend less time musing over tipping points,” said Christopher Green, an economist who studies energy and climate at McGill University.

“Whether the probability is high, medium, or low, I think the response is the same: climate cannot be stabilized without an energy technology revolution,” he said. “One way or the other, we just need to get busy.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/29/weekinreview/29revkin.html?pagewanted=print
U.S. Climate Envoy Vows Support


Commitment to Global Talks Affirmed Even as Caveat Is Issued

By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Monday, March 30, 2009; A03 

BERLIN, March 29 -- President Obama's chief climate-change negotiator said Sunday that the United States would be "powerfully, fervently engaged" in global talks to reduce carbon emissions but warned that a difficult path lay ahead. 

Todd Stern, a Washington lawyer and former Clinton White House official, said at a U.N. conference in Bonn, Germany, that despite high expectations, Obama did not have a magic solution for fashioning a global climate-change treaty by the end of the year. 

"We all have to do this together. We don't have a magic wand," he told reporters on the sidelines of the conference. "I don't think anybody should be thinking that the U.S. can ride in on a white horse and make it all work." 

Stern did not offer specific policy proposals and acknowledged that Obama's negotiating team would be constricted by the domestic political challenge of winning approval from Congress. But his speech was greeted with sustained applause as many U.N. delegates and environmental groups celebrated the exit of the Bush administration, which had resisted proposals for binding reductions on carbon emissions. 

"This is a new start for the U.S. delegation and the start of a new hope to solve the problem of climate change," Matthias Machnig, Germany's deputy minister of the environment, said in a speech at the conference. 

U.N. delegates are trying to negotiate a global accord on the reduction of greenhouse gases in time for a December summit in Copenhagen. The accord would replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which called for many industrial nations to cut gas emissions but was rejected by the United States and a handful of other countries. 

Many U.N. delegates are pushing for major cuts in greenhouse gas production -- 25 to 40 percent below 1990 levels -- by 2020. 

Those cuts would be deeper than Obama's recently announced goal of reducing U.S. carbon dioxide emissions during that time frame by 16 percent from present levels. But Stern said more ambitious targets might not be politically or economically feasible. 

"Let me speak frankly here: It is in no one's interest to repeat the experience of Kyoto by delivering an agreement that won't gain sufficient support at home," Stern told the delegates. 

Stern also said that any global treaty would require deeper concessions from rising economic powers such as China, Brazil and India. Many researchers have concluded that China recently surpassed the United States as the world's leading producer of greenhouse gases and that its booming industrial sector accounts for most of the world's cumulative increase each year. 

"If you do the math, you simply cannot be anywhere near where science tells us we need to be if you don't have China involved, as well as other major developing countries," Stern said. "How that is captured, understood, expressed and quantified is going to be extremely important." 

Environmental groups welcomed Stern's speech and have applauded Obama's proposal for a mandatory cap on greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. But they warned that the world cannot afford further delays. 

"We have already lost too much time and must act, starting today," said Richard H. Moss, vice president for climate change at the World Wildlife Fund. "The pace of climate change being witnessed around the world demands quick and decisive action at all levels, local to global." 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/29/AR2009032901932_pf.html
Sport as a force for environmental change

 

Ultra-marathoner Ray Zahab headlines a Vancouver conference next week on sustainability

 

By Jeff Lee

Vancouver Sun

March 27, 2009

 

The first inkling ultra-marathoner and adventurer Ray Zahab had about how precious clean water is to people living in Africa was the day he was lost in Niger during a 333-km, non-stop race across the Tenere Desert.

He'd encountered a nomadic Tuareg family, which helped get him back on course, and in return he dug through his sparse pack for a gift he could leave them. The daughter of the Tuareg chief focused on a battered and nearly empty water bottle. Zahab gave it to her, thinking that was what she wanted.

"Instead, what I discovered was that she wanted the few drips of water that were inside," he said. "She'd had very little clean water for the last few days. It was the first time I really thought about how much clean water means to people."

That view was reinforced several years later during a gruelling 111-day race across the Sahara Desert for Zahab and two others. The expedition, which was also made into a movie narrated by Matt Damon, involved the charity H2O Africa and its effort to raise awareness about Africa's clean water crisis.

For the 40-year-old Zahab, a late-blooming athlete who only took up running after giving up a pack-a-day smoking habit nine years ago, combining his extreme adventures with an environmental or social initiative has become his raison d'être.

"I told myself that on the last day of running the Sahara, when we reached the Red Sea, that I devote my efforts to telling people about the need for clean water," said Zahab, now a board member of Ryan's Well, a Canadian not-for-profit agency that helps build water and sanitation projects in developing countries.

On Monday and Tuesday, Zahab and a long list of athletes and environmentalists will talk about sport for sustainable living at the 8th World Conference on Sport and the Environment in Vancouver. The two-day conference is an initiative of the International Olympic Committee and the United Nations Environment Programme and is being hosted by the Vancouver 2010 Olympics organizing committee.

The biennial conference is an effort by the IOC and UNEP to highlight and recognize progress made in sustainable initiatives, particularly involving the Olympics and sport. More than a dozen sessions will focus on everything from how to use sport to inspire youth on environmental issues to the role sports organizations have in accelerating sustainability.

The initiatives featured at the conference run from the one-and-two person concepts like Zahab's — to heavily corporate efforts like those of the National Football League.

Over the last 16 years, the NFL has developed an entire sustainability program to mitigate the impacts created by its Super Bowl, Pro Bowl and other championship events. The NFL program is largely the brainchild of Jack Groh, an environmental consultant who convinced the league it was good for business to be good to the environment.

"The ultimate goal we have is to continue to expand finding practical solutions to environmental impacts that we create," Groh said. "It has to be consistent with sound business practices. We're not looking for a way to buy away guilt or to create a green image."

Groh's efforts are run on a shoestring budget and largely involve a lot of volunteer labour and services. But the impact is dramatic. From the recovery of recyclable materials to the diversion of unused foods into food bank programs to the planting of thousands of carbon-filtering trees, Groh has succeeded in making sustainability a practical component of the NFL's business. At the 2008 Arizona Super Bowl, Groh and his volunteers recovered two trailer loads worth of goods. All of it went to local not-for-profits.

"As a league, the NFL invested less than $100,000 cash into all the environmental initiatives we did. We had an awful lot of sweat equity in this, but as a result of that investment, we returned $600,000 into the local community," Groh said. "It meant all of that stuff stayed out of the landfill."

Vanoc's sustainability efforts will also draw attention at the conference. Ann Duffy, the committee's corporate sustainability officer, said it has broken new ground in how to incorporate environmental and sustainable objectives into the Games.

"Vanoc identified at the bid stage that we could use our purchasing power to help influence the overall performance of the Games by choosing products and services that meet the need, but also have value-added attributes like being ethically-sourced, are environmentally friendly or bring business to local enterprises and First Nations enterprises," she said.

"We are the first to do that triple bottom-line sustainable sourcing or procurement where we have applied it to our licensing and our purchasing. We're the first, and London (in 2012) will take it to the next level."

And in raising awareness there's a hope others will be inspired to do the same, from corporations to people like Zahab.

jefflee@vancouversun.com
http://www.vancouversun.com/sports/Sport+force+environmental+change/1437003/story.html
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The Carbon Cap Dilemma 

Entergy's CEO on the politics and economics of tackling global warming.

By JOSEPH RAGO

Wall Street Journal

March 28, 2009

On the one hand, environmentalists claim that climate change is a "planetary emergency," perhaps the greatest threat ever to face humanity. On the other, nuclear energy is still verboten in the green catechism -- despite the fact that it provides roughly one-fifth of U.S. electricity, all of it free of carbon emissions. And without more nuclear power, it is nearly impossible to see even the glimmers of any low-emission future.

 J. Wayne Leonard, chairman and CEO of Entergy Corp., one of the largest U.S. energy companies and the No. 2 generator of nuclear power, is no stranger to the many contradictions of American energy policy. "Everybody's gums are still bleeding from the '70s," he says of nuclear power, noting that today's technology is far superior to its Three Mile Island vintage.

The avuncular Mr. Leonard, who lives in Louisiana, made his name in nuclear, and over the last nine years as Entergy CEO he has achieved the highest total shareholder return in the nuclear power industry. But now his thoughts are concentrated on more lasting matters -- namely, his deep-seated concern about climate change.

Does he think nuclear energy has a larger role to play in that effort?

"Is it nuclear?" Mr. Leonard asks in Entergy's D.C. office. "Are you really going to mandate nuclear? I don't think so. I mean, mandate private businesses at the kind of prices we're taking about, and the kind of risks? That's pretty tough to do. You'd have to turn all of us into France" -- 79% of its electricity is nuclear -- "and have a government-sponsored program. I don't see that as consistent with what made this country into what it is today."

Mr. Leonard thinks like an economist. He talks about "efficiency" and "maximizing consumer surplus" the same way other utility executives talk about rate schedules and voltage. The most important thing the government can do on climate change, in Mr. Leonard's estimation, is to change the incentives for producing -- or, not producing -- carbon. His answer on the role of nuclear was revealing about his mentality: Set the price, and market forces, not government, will make the decisions.

"We see ourselves as a market economy, and that's created great wealth for society over time," he says, "but we're a market economy that doesn't have price signals for CO2."

Entergy belongs to the swarm of major energy companies that are -- contrary to type -- practically begging Washington to create a cap-and-trade program. Mr. Leonard supports President Barack Obama's plan to slash emissions 80% by 2050. It sounds strange: Lobbying the government to tax your products is generally not taught in business school.

But then, a lot of companies stand to make a bundle off cap and trade. Once Congress puts a ceiling on emissions, and then allows businesses to sell any of its extra allowances that stand for the right to emit, it is essentially creating the world's largest commodity market -- in carbon-backed securities. These will be extremely valuable, and everything comes down to how the government chooses to distribute them.

Mr. Leonard thinks the allowances should be auctioned off, rather than given away. So does the White House. Then the billions in new revenues that cap and trade would raise every year should be returned to the public. "Ideally you want to recycle it all, give all the money back," he says.

That's the purist's view on cap and trade -- and it puts him at odds with many of his peers at big coal-fired utilities like Duke Energy and American Electric Power that emit the most carbon. These companies signed on in the expectation that the allowances would be handed out at no charge. But economically, that is the same as selling them and giving the money to businesses -- i.e., as subsidies and corporate welfare. Mr. Leonard uses more diplomatic language: "Everybody's got their kind of own self-interest out there that they're tending to promote, once you get behind it."

It would be fair here to note Entergy's own self-interest: Only about 7% of its portfolio is coal, and the nuclear industry stands to benefit as much as any "green" business from a carbon crackdown. Then again, if Congress does create cap and trade, expect the next populist outcry to be for a windfall profits tax on nuclear.

Mr. Leonard acknowledges, though, that coal and other energy companies -- and their customers -- have legitimate reasons to worry about cap and trade: "No utility CEO likes to raise rates, and that's what would happen. Your rates go up no matter what," he says. And even if the government returns every dime of climate revenues to ratepayers, "That's a painful thing for utilities to have to endure, because angriness comes toward you, and somebody else gets the goodwill." Giving out the allowances, he does concede, could help the cushion the blow.

On pure economic grounds, Mr. Leonard seems to prefer a straight carbon tax, which would be simpler and more efficient than cap and trade. But he also notes that "the political will to go the tax route . . . is just not there. Nonexistent" -- namely because the use of the word "tax." The key, he says, is to design a cap-and-trade program that will "simulate the same thing a tax would do." That is, to achieve the increased energy prices essential to the success of cap and trade.

Mr. Leonard does evince a certain . . . uneasiness with the direction of climate politics. "The old adage of 'think globally, act locally' -- it still works," he says. "But with climate change, for it to really be effective, we have to take that thought much more completely and much more deeply than probably we've ever really thought about an issue."

He notes China's breakneck construction of conventional coal plants. China has already surpassed U.S. coal capacity and is on pace to double it sometime in the middle of the next decade. The U.S., he says, could close down every single coal plant immediately and that would be "working to a global solution, acting locally. But that wouldn't do much good in the scheme of things," because atmospheric CO2 concentrations would continue to rise as China continues to expand.

"We go to zero emissions in this country, and if China doesn't follow us, we're nowhere. . . . We've just ruined our economy, and we're nowhere," Mr. Leonard says. "We make mistakes here," meaning a poorly designed carbon system, "and we have a real problem." He goes on, "We talk about that we should lead, then people will follow, but that's kind of" -- he pauses -- "silly. China's not going to follow us because we're the United States. . . . You say, 'Shut down your plants' -- well, that's going to be a short conversation. They've got $2 trillion invested in their plants and they still aren't feeding all their people." He adds that "If we were China, we wouldn't shut our plants down either."

Mr. Leonard argues that the best way to square these circles is to channel U.S. basic research dollars into the technology that can retrofit existing coal plants with carbon capture technology. Most current funding is devoted to second-generation systems that are still 10 or 20 years away from commercial deployment, at best. "We should spend 99% of our time on the problem that we have today, and it ain't going away," he says, referring to coal emissions. He also sees retrofit technology as a realistic way to curb Chinese emissions: "They're going to follow because we can offer them something."

Mr. Leonard worries, too, that Congress may make matters worse as it takes up climate change legislation this spring or summer. One proposal that enjoys wide Democratic support is a "renewable portfolio standard," which would mandate that utilities generate a certain percentage of their electricity -- as high as 20% -- from renewable sources like wind or solar. Nuclear, naturally, does not qualify.

Mr. Leonard points to yet another energy policy contradiction, which is that a portfolio standard -- which Congress would impose on top of cap and trade -- would actually increase carbon emissions. Power companies would be more likely to use renewables to replace sources like natural gas, which is relatively lower in carbon but also expensive, rather than to displace coal, which is cheaper and more abundant but also produces more emissions.

While Mr. Leonard says -- repeatedly -- that Entergy has nothing against solar or wind, "Our view is that government shouldn't be in the business of picking technologies. . . . And we're moving down a path where we're mandating renewables instead of a price signal to do it. We're . . . moving toward a planned economy by mandating a technology. Well, if we're a planned economy, if we're mandating technologies, then we don't have a whole plan."

"The focus," Mr. Leonard reiterates, "should be on developing the cap-and-trade program: Setting the amount of reductions, where we want to be, setting the price signal that works so that it's not so high that it shuts down coal plants prematurely, and that's not so low that it becomes a loophole and people don't end up doing anything -- and all we end up doing is taxing people, and God knows what the government will do with that money."

"This needs to be done with a fine pen to get it right," he adds.

Still, the government is not exactly run by omniscient technocrats. Does he believe that Congress -- with its entrenched constituencies, its own self-interest, its many antibusiness biases -- can actually create a climate system that is as sensitive and efficient as he envisions? That is, can the political class actually write the same bill that economists would write?

"That is really the tough part," Mr. Leonard says. "The trade-offs are not simple. . . . With a well-crafted bill, the market will make those choices. Or you can do it with a planned economy, and hope you get it right."

We may find out.

Mr. Rago is a Journal editorial page writer.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123819777143661833.html
Study Forecasts 297,000 Green Jobs

By Kate Galbraith

NY TIMES

March 27, 2009 

Establishing standards for the amount of the nation’s energy to come from renewables will create lots more jobs like these, a new study says. 

The debate over the potential for green jobs creation in this country continues.

This week the Union of Concerned Scientists weighed in, with a report that said that a national “renewable electricity standard” set at 25 percent by 2025 would translate into 297,000 new green jobs.

A “renewable electricity standard” refers to the objective of producing a certain percentage of the nation’s electricity from sources like wind power, solar panels, wood chips and dams. President Obama has endorsed a 25-percent-by-2025 standard, and the issue is expected to be included in forthcoming energy legislation.

Some jobs would be lost in fossil-fuel industries like coal or natural gas. If those are factored in, according to the report, the net number of jobs gained becomes 202,000.

“There were three times as many jobs produced in renewable energy than there would be if we followed a business as usual path and used more fossil fuel generation,” said Jeff Deyette, an analyst with the group’s clean energy program.

The reason, Mr. Deyette said, is that more expenditures go into manufacturing, equipment, installation and maintenance for renewable energy systems than they do for fossil fuels. “Obviously, the mining sector has become incredibly mechanized in recent years,” he said.

When asked about the flip side of this scenario — that renewable energy could be viewed as inefficient because it required more labor per unit of energy than fossil fuels — he said, “Jobs for dollars is essentially the trade-off there.”

Environmentalists also argue that renewable sources such as wind and solar power benefit from having “free fuel.”

Other studies, including one by several academics that was released earlier this month, argue that green-job creation scenarios of environmental and renewable-industry groups are over-hyped. That study was paid for by the free-market, pro-business Institute for Energy Research
http://greeninc.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/03/27/study-forecasts-297000-green-jobs/
Cost Works Against Alternative and Renewable Energy Sources in Time of Recession 

By MATTHEW L. WALD
March 29, 2009

New York Times

WASHINGTON — Windmills and solar panel arrays have become symbols of America’s growing interest in alternative energy. Yet as Congress begins debating new rules to restrict carbon dioxide emissions and promote electricity produced from renewable sources, an underlying question is how much more Americans will be willing to pay to harness the wind and the sun.

Curbing carbon dioxide emissions — a central part of tackling climate change — will almost certainly raise electricity prices, experts say. And increasing the nation’s reliance on renewable energy will in itself raise costs. 

Fifteen months into a recession, that prospect does not sit well in some quarters.

“Consumers right now are extremely price-sensitive,” said Barry Moline, executive director of the Florida Municipal Electric Association, whose member utilities serve about three million people. 

Federal efforts to rein in carbon dioxide emissions are starting to seem inevitable. The Environmental Protection Agency last week moved to regulate heat-trapping gases as harmful pollutants. And the Obama administration and Democratic leaders in Congress are hoping to push through a cap-and-trade bill that would force polluters to curb their emissions or buy permits from cleaner producers. Congress is also discussing whether to require that a certain percentage of the nation’s electricity come from renewable sources. 

The effect of any these measures will be to increase the cost of electricity. Regulation of carbon dioxide emissions will increase the cost of burning coal, a carbon-heavy energy source and currently the cheapest form of fossil fuel. Higher production costs will result in higher electricity rates.

A quota for renewable energy sources will also raise rates because utilities will pass on increased costs to consumers. 

And wind and solar power are generally more expensive than the fossil fuels they are meant to supplant. If carbon dioxide penalties made coal power more expensive, as some environmentalists argue is inevitable, the relative cost of renewable energy might decrease. But consumers will still pay more.

One big question is how much it currently costs companies to produce coal-fired energy, and the answers are often colored by ideology or self-interest. Companies that sell coal or rely on coal-fired electricity often pick a low number; environmentalists cite the indirect costs to society, like strip mining or spills of coal ash. And since the electricity industry became more competitive, the utilities, even municipal ones, have become more secretive about their costs.

Some experts not aligned with either camp estimate that wind power is currently more than 50 percent more expensive than power generated by a traditional coal plant. Built into the calculation is the need for utilities that rely heavily on wind power to build backup plants fired by natural gas to meet electricity demand when winds are calm.

Another obstacle to nailing the numbers is that prices for coal and natural gas go through market swings. If the price of natural gas gets high enough, wind could look cheap by comparison, but right now natural gas is down sharply — a sign that the recession will not be kind to renewable energy. Organizations that profess to be neutral about what new technology gets built suggest that renewable energy probably has a steep hill to climb. 

For example, the Electric Power Research Institute, a nonprofit consortium financed by investor- and publicly-owned utilities, predicted in November that even for plants coming on line in 2015, wind energy would cost nearly one-third more than coal and about 14 percent more than natural gas. The cost of solar thermal electricity, made by using the sun’s heat to boil water and spin a turbine, would be nearly three times that of coal and more than twice that of natural gas. (It would be almost double the cost of wind energy, too.) 

The institute’s study looked only at utility-scale power plants, not the solar photovoltaic cells used in far smaller rooftop installations. Power from photovoltaic cells is generally more expensive than solar thermal power.

At Black & Veatch, a company based in Overland Park, Kan., that has been involved in the construction of coal, gas and wind plants, analysts recently compared the costs per kilowatt-hour of different energy sources for the big energy competitors. A kilowatt-hour is the unit of energy that the utilities use to bill homeowners, with the current retail cost averaging around 11 cents. 

A modern coal plant of conventional design, without technology to capture carbon dioxide before it reaches the air, produces at about 7.8 cents a kilowatt-hour; a high-efficiency natural gas plant, 10.6 cents; and a new nuclear reactor, 10.8 cents. A wind plant in a favorable location would cost 9.9 cents per kilowatt hour. But if a utility relied on a great many wind machines, it would need to back them up with conventional generators in places where demand tends to peak on hot summer days with no breeze. That pushes the price up to just over 12 cents, making it more than 50 percent more expensive than a kilowatt-hour for coal.

No one likes higher bills. But the pain might not be shared equally: despite modest rate breaks for low-income customers, poor people spend a higher portion of their income on electricity than the rich.

“There are great benefits to the use of alternative energy,” said Jonathan Mir, co-head of the North American power utilities group at the investment bank Lazard. 

But if Congress neglects the social issue, Mr. Mir said, a change in policy could fall hardest on those without a safety net.

“If it is deployed in an uneconomic way,” he said, “it is quite regressive in nature.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/29/business/energy-environment/29renew.html?pagewanted=print
Loggers Try to Adapt to Greener Economy 

By WILLIAM YARDLEY
March 29, 2009

New York Times 

LOWELL, Ore. — Booming timber towns with three-shift lumber mills are a distant memory in the densely forested Northwest. Now, with the housing market and the economy in crisis, some rural areas have never been more raw. Mills keep closing. People keep leaving. Unemployment in some counties is near 20 percent.

Yet in parts of the region, the decline is being met by an unlikely optimism. Some people who have long fought to clear-cut the region’s verdant slopes are trying to reposition themselves for a more environmentally friendly economy, motivated by changing political interests, the federal stimulus package and sheer desperation.

Some mills that once sought the oldest, tallest evergreens are now producing alternative energy from wood byproducts like bark or brush. Unemployed loggers are looking for work thinning federal forests, a task for which the stimulus package devotes $500 million; the goal is to make forests more resistant to wildfires and disease. Some local officials are betting there is revenue in a forest resource that few appreciated before: the ability of trees to absorb carbon dioxide, a heat-trapping gas that can contribute to global warming. 

Pragmatism drives the shifting thinking, but a critical question remains: can people really make a long-term living off the forest without cutting it down?

“I run into people all the time who think we’re lying and trying to go back to old logging ways,” said Jim Walls, director of the Lake County Resources Initiative in southeastern Oregon, a nonprofit agency that is trying to create jobs for rural residents in fields like biomass energy production and wildfire prevention. “It’s just not true.”

One new believer is Harold Jones. Hear him repent and reposition in the new economy.

“The only money I’ve ever made is cutting down trees,” Mr. Jones, 75, said just after coming in from thinning the stand of Douglas firs he has planted on 125 acres he owns here in Lowell. “So what I’ve tried to do in my retirement is to try to bring back and repay the Earth for a lot of the devastation I’ve caused it.”

Mr. Jones started logging in 1948 and has long rolled his eyes at “countercultural types” who protest timber sales. Yet in front of his property now are signs saying “Certified Family Forest.” 

The certification process, supervised by the American Tree Farm System, requires Mr. Jones to manage and replant his land under the supervision of a professional forester. It is intended in part to give small tree farmers some credibility within the sustainable forestry movement, which promotes forest health, and to help them market their product as “green lumber.” 

“It’s quite a process,” he said. 

Restrictions on logging have prompted entrepreneurial thinking about the forest for years, but efforts have increased as states like Oregon and Washington have emphasized renewable energy and jobs that support it. In turn, the plummeting housing market has forced some timber companies to try to diversify — and even collaborate with environmentalists to protect forests from wildfires, disease and development.

“There’s been recognition in the last several years that we need the industry to carry out the restoration work we want accomplished,” said Jonathan Oppenheimer, a senior conservation associate for the Idaho Conservation League, which is negotiating with loggers and others with the goal of getting Congress to preserve parts of the Clearwater National Forest as wilderness. 

For loggers and other rural workers, survival in the future might mean abandoning fights to cut older trees in exchange for being able to salvage smaller timber from burned forests. It might mean removing or rebuilding roads and structures on federal land, whether to reduce erosion or to improve recreational access. For the Forest Service, the stimulus money for thinning reflects an increasing emphasis on preventing wildfires, rather than simply fighting them, by removing smaller trees and brush from overgrown forests. 

The work may be less profitable for big timber companies than clear-cutting a hillside, but it can create jobs in places accustomed to losing them.

In Lane County, Ore., on the wet west side of the Cascade Range, the county commission is looking for revenue to replace dwindling federal payments set up a decade ago to help governments in timber regions. Lane County received about $47 million this year, but the subsidies are declining and are scheduled to expire in 2012.

Now Lane County commissioners are asking the Legislature to draft a resolution urging Congress to pay counties that have large amounts of federal forest land for the carbon that their forests trap. Such a plan would depend on Congress’s developing a system for buying and selling so-called carbon offsets. 

Not everyone likes the idea. Some loggers say it would be the final blow to their efforts to restore more logging on federal land. Jobs that have disappeared, they say, will never return.

“It puts us at risk,” said Robbie Robinson, president of Starfire Lumber in Cottage Grove, about 20 miles south of Eugene. Pyramids of Douglas fir rested outside his office window, no buyers to be found. “What I sense is another whole business being built, and the real problem is being able to harvest old trees.”

Forest economists say government spending, beginning with the stimulus package but also extending to any program to buy and sell carbon offsets, will be necessary to build a new economy in the rural Northwest.

Some supporters of sustainable forestry are concerned that, despite assurances by the Forest Service, the stimulus package will create only short-term jobs in the woods and miss the chance to invest in a complete “waste chain,” in which small timber and brush from thinning projects are put to use for lumber, biomass fuel and other purposes, potentially strengthening rural economies on many levels. 

“We’re doing a lot of things here that nationally we say we want to do — biomass, fuels reduction, forest health, green jobs — we’re doing all of it now,” said Josh Anderson, the timber resource manager for Vaagen Brothers Lumber in Colville, Wash., which has worked with environmental groups to preserve wilderness land but has had to lay off about half of its 200 employees in recent months. 

“We want to be here to be able to do that when things improve,” Mr. Anderson said. “We need to see something that moves a long-term trend toward work on these projects. It’s got to be pretty integrated.”

Mr. Walls, of the Lake County Resources Initiative, said a planned biomass energy plant in Lakeview, near the Nevada-California border, would generate 150 construction jobs, 50 to 75 permanent jobs in the forest and 15 at the plant. The plant would generate 13 megawatts of electricity, enough to power every home in the town of 2,300 and to contribute to the broader power grid. 

But for the plant to operate, Mr. Walls said, it would need a steady flow of fuel, in the form of wood byproducts, from federal forest thinning and wildfire prevention, a pipeline that may or may not become permanent. The plant is seeking about $5 million in grant money under the stimulus package.

Mr. Walls said he was told by the Forest Service’s regional office in Portland that the project was a top prospect and that a decision was expected any day. He said its chances might have improved this month when Oregon’s governor, Theodore R. Kulongoski, appointed him to a committee to help oversee stimulus spending. 

Even if the Lakeview project and others like it do fall into place, Mr. Walls said, many other struggling timber towns still will need the demand for lumber to rebound. “In the end,” he said, “the housing market does have to turn back.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/29/business/energy-environment/29forests.html?pagewanted=print
Mother Nature’s Dow 

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
Op-Ed Columnist

New York Times

March 29, 2009

While I’m convinced that our current financial crisis is the product of both The Market and Mother Nature hitting the wall at once — telling us we need to grow in more sustainable ways — some might ask this: We know when the market hits a wall. It shows up in red numbers on the Dow. But Mother Nature doesn’t have a Dow. What makes you think she’s hitting a wall, too? And even if she is: Who cares? When my 401(k) is collapsing, it’s hard to worry about my sea level rising.

It’s true, Mother Nature doesn’t tell us with one simple number how she’s feeling. But if you follow climate science, what has been striking is how insistently some of the world’s best scientists have been warning — in just the past few months — that climate change is happening faster and will bring bigger changes quicker than we anticipated just a few years ago. Indeed, if Mother Nature had a Dow, you could say that it, too, has been breaking into new (scientific) lows.

Consider just two recent articles: 

The Washington Post reported on Feb. 1, that “the pace of global warming is likely to be much faster than recent predictions, because industrial greenhouse gas emissions have increased more quickly than expected and higher temperatures are triggering self-reinforcing feedback mechanisms in global ecosystems, scientists said. ‘We are basically looking now at a future climate that’s beyond anything we’ve considered seriously in climate model simulations,’ Christopher Field, director of the Carnegie Institution’s Department of Global Ecology at Stanford University, said.”

The physicist and climate expert Joe Romm recently noted on his blog, climateprogress.org, that in January, M.I.T.’s Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change quietly updated its Integrated Global System Model that tracks and predicts climate change from 1861 to 2100. Its revised projection indicates that if we stick with business as usual, in terms of carbon-dioxide emissions, average surface temperatures on Earth by 2100 will hit levels far beyond anything humans have ever experienced.

“In our more recent global model simulations,” explained M.I.T., “the ocean heat-uptake is slower than previously estimated, the ocean uptake of carbon is weaker, feedbacks from the land system as temperature rises are stronger, cumulative emissions of greenhouse gases over the century are higher, and offsetting cooling from aerosol emissions is lower. Not one of these effects is very strong on its own, and even adding each separately together would not fully explain the higher temperatures. [But,] rather than interacting additively, these different effects appear to interact multiplicatively, with feedbacks among the contributing factors, leading to the surprisingly large increase in the chance of much higher temperatures.”

What to do? It would be nice to say, “Hey, Mother Nature, we’re having a credit crisis, could you take a couple years off?” But as the environmental consultant Rob Watson likes to say, “Mother Nature is just chemistry, biology and physics,” and she is going to do whatever they dictate. You can’t sweet talk Mother Nature or the market. You have to change the economics to affect the Dow and the chemistry, biology and physics to affect Mother Nature. 

That’s why we need a climate bailout along with our economic bailout. Hal Harvey is the C.E.O. of a new $1 billion foundation, ClimateWorks, set up to accelerate the policy changes that can avoid climate catastrophe by taking climate policies from where they are working the best to the places where they are needed the most. 

“There are five policies that can help us win the energy-climate battle, and each has been proven somewhere,” Harvey explained. First, building codes: California’s energy-efficient building and appliance codes now save Californians $6 billion per year,” he said. Second, better vehicle fuel-efficiency standards: “The European Union’s fuel-efficiency fleet average for new cars now stands at 41 miles per gallon, and is rising steadily,” he added.

Third, we need a national renewable portfolio standard, mandating that power utilities produce 15 or 20 percent of their energy from renewables by 2020. Right now, only about half our states have these. “Whenever utilities are required to purchase electricity from renewable sources,” said Harvey, “clean energy booms.” (See Germany’s solar business or Texas’s wind power.)

The fourth is decoupling — the program begun in California that turns the utility business on its head. Under decoupling, power utilities make money by helping homeowners save energy rather than by encouraging them to consume it. “Finally,” said Harvey, “we need a price on carbon.” Polluting the atmosphere can’t be free.

These are the pillars of a climate bailout. Yes, some have upfront costs. But all of them would pay long-term dividends, because they would foster massive U.S. innovation in new clean technologies that would stimulate the real Dow and much lower emissions that would stimulate the Climate Dow. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/29/opinion/29friedman.html?pagewanted=print
In an Hour of Darkness, Creating ‘Political Energy’ 

By JACK HEALY and NATE SCHWEBER
New York Times

March 29, 2009

They say the neon lights are bright on Broadway. But not on Saturday night.

At 8:30 p.m., the gleaming white tip of the Empire State Building went dark. The skeins of light along the East River bridges blinked out. The bleary corona above Times Square dimmed, the crowns of skyscrapers were snuffed out like candles, and for about an hour, the city that never sleeps joined hundreds of others across the globe to close its eyes a little bit.

It was part of a rolling effort to dim the lights from Hong Kong to Paris to Las Vegas to focus attention on energy consumption and global warming. Icons like the Eiffel Tower, the Great Pyramids, the Vatican and the Vegas Strip were bathed in darkness, and people threw candlelight parties as politicians and environmental advocates called for action on climate change.

“This is a statement,” said Carter Roberts, chief executive of the World Wildlife Fund, which helped organize the event, Earth Hour. “In and of itself it’s not going to save that much energy. The idea is to create political energy.”

Advocates hope that President Obama, a Democrat, will take more aggressive moves to limit greenhouse-gas emissions, and they are pressing for action when the United States and other nations meet in Copenhagen in December to negotiate a treaty on global warming.

But as night fell around the world, people mostly just oohed and aahed as patches of their skylines went dark. They sent Twitter feeds about turning off the lights in Guatemala and uploaded photos of darkened skylines from Detroit and Paris.

Of course, the effort only blotted out a tiny fraction of the lights blazing across New York City, but it did manage to darken the Chrysler Building, Broadway theaters, City Hall, the United Nations headquarters and a host of other buildings.

At Hamilton Park in Weehawken, N.J., a vista with a straight-ahead view of Midtown Manhattan, dozens of people gathered to watch the serrated skyline lose a bit of its brightness. A few applauded and whooped when the Empire State Building went dark. 

Krista Canaan, 26, a who lives in Hoboken and works in finance, and her companion, Chris Baum, 27, a systems engineer who lives in Weehawken, took a drive to look at the lights, or the lack thereof.

“Ooh, they turned off the New Yorker sign,” Ms. Canaan said.

Children played in the grass while parents snapped photos as an early spring fog rolled over the region.

Hoan Dang, 26, a graduate student studying physics at Princeton, drove to Weehawken with a friend to photograph the scene.

“We’ve been taking pictures when it’s lit, but that’s too common,” Mr. Dang said. “It’s interesting when it’s dark.”

Ramaswamy Nilakantan, 53, said that he and his family stopped on the George Washington Bridge to watch the lights go off there. He said he spoke to the man who flipped the switch.

“He didn’t even know why he was doing it,” he said. “He said he was just told to turn off the lights.”

Don Gibson, 50, who is retired and lives in Weehawken, took his yellow Lab, Cooper, for a walk specifically to see the lights go out. The most obvious one from his vantage point was the Empire State Building. He said he was disappointed with the number of lights left on in Manhattan.

“I’m not impressed; I thought that most of the city would go out,” he said. “It’s a nice idea, but I only notice one building gone out.”

That one building gone dark reminded Don Riley, a multimedia artist who lives in Weehawken, of Gotham City.

“The Empire State looks pretty gloomy,” he said of the charcoal spear in Midtown. “Like something out of a Batman movie.”

He confessed that he missed the bright, sparkling skyline, but thought that this was a good move to raise awareness about energy use.

“It’s pretty cool dark, but I have to admit I like the lights,” he said.

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/29/nyregion/29lights.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
Do New Bulbs Save Energy if They Don’t Work? 

By LEORA BROYDO VESTEL

March 28, 2009

New York Times

SAN FRANCISCO — It sounds like such a simple thing to do: buy some new light bulbs, screw them in, save the planet. 

But a lot of people these days are finding the new compact fluorescent bulbs anything but simple. Consumers who are trying them say they sometimes fail to work, or wear out early. At best, people discover that using the bulbs requires learning a long list of dos and don’ts.

Take the case of Karen Zuercher and her husband, in San Francisco. Inspired by watching the movie “An Inconvenient Truth,” they decided to swap out nearly every incandescent bulb in their home for energy-saving compact fluorescents. Instead of having a satisfying green moment, however, they wound up coping with a mess.

“Here’s my sad collection of bulbs that didn’t work,” Ms. Zuercher said the other day as she pulled a cardboard box containing defunct bulbs from her laundry shelf. 

One of the 16 Feit Electric bulbs the Zuerchers bought at Costco did not work at all, they said, and three others died within hours. The bulbs were supposed to burn for 10,000 hours, meaning they should have lasted for years in normal use. “It’s irritating,” Ms. Zuercher said.

Irritation seems to be rising as more consumers try compact fluorescent bulbs, which now occupy 11 percent of the nation’s eligible sockets, with 330 million bulbs sold every year. Consumers are posting vociferous complaints on the Internet after trying the bulbs and finding them lacking.

Bulb makers and promoters say the overall quality of today’s compact fluorescents is high. But they also concede that it is difficult to prevent some problem bulbs from slipping through.

Experts say the quality problems are compounded by poor package instructions. Using the bulbs incorrectly, such as by screwing low-end bulbs into fixtures where heat is prone to build up, can greatly shorten their lives.

Some experts who study the issue blame the government for the quality problems, saying an intensive federal push to lower the price essentially backfired by encouraging manufacturers to use cheap components.

“In the pursuit of the holy grail, we stepped on the consumer,” said Michael Siminovitch, director of a lighting center at the University of California, Davis.

Compact fluorescents once cost as much as $30 apiece. Now they go for as little as $1 — still more than regular bulbs, but each compact fluorescent is supposed to last 10 times longer, save as much as $5.40 a bulb each year in electricity, and reduce emissions of carbon dioxide from burning coal in power plants.

Much of the credit for that sharp cost decline goes to the Energy Department. The agency asked manufacturers in 1998 to create cheaper models and then helped find large-volume buyers, like universities and utilities, to buy them. That jump-started a mass market and eventually led to sales of discounted bulbs at retailers like Costco, Wal-Mart Stores and Home Depot.

Consumers are supposed to be able to protect themselves by buying bulbs certified under the government’s Energy Star program. But experts and some environmental groups complain that Energy Star standards are weak, permitting low-quality bulbs with too high a level of mercury, a toxic metal contained in all compact fluorescents.

“The standard essentially establishes a floor, which sorts out the junk, with the expectation that the rest is good,” Mr. Siminovitch said. “It’s not.”

The government, which will begin enforcing tighter specifications this year, says it must seek a balance between quality and affordability to achieve its goal of getting millions of additional consumers to install the bulbs.

“Something that is perfect but not affordable wouldn’t serve the broad interests,” said Peter Banwell, the Energy Department’s manager of product marketing for Energy Star. 

Alan Feit, vice president of Feit Electric, says he does not think the problems experienced by the Zuerchers indicate an overall quality problem with his bulbs. But he acknowledged the difficulty of keeping tight quality control on a cheap, mass-market item. “There are 40 to 50 components that go into these things,” Mr. Feit said. “While manufacturers try to inspect all incoming materials, one little mistake may cause a performance problem.”

Victor Roberts, an independent expert in Burnt Hills, N.Y., who conducts failure analysis testing on compact fluorescents, suspects that some suppliers — many of them in China — are using substandard components.

“Somebody decides to save a little money somewhere,” he said, “and suddenly we have hundreds of thousands of failures.” 

The Program for the Evaluation and Analysis of Residential Lighting at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y., tests Energy Star-certified bulbs to see if they still meet requirements.

In the 2007-8 tests, five of 29 models failed to meet specifications for such categories as lifespan, luminosity and on-off cycling and were removed from Energy Star’s list of qualified products. Because of performance concerns, the government is expanding the watchdog program, vowing to test samples of 20 percent of the thousands of certified bulb models each year. 

In California, where bulbs have been heavily encouraged, utilities have concluded that they will not be able to persuade a majority of consumers to switch until compact fluorescents get better. That is prompting them to develop specifications for a better bulb.

The effort aims to address the most consumer complaints: poor dimming, slow warm-up times, shortened bulb life because of high temperatures inside enclosed fixtures, and dissatisfaction with the color of the light.

“Because of the aggressive goals in California, we have to be pushing the envelope at all times,” said Roland Risser, director of customer efficiency at Pacific Gas and Electric.

Experts and bulb manufacturers say that consumers need to play a role in solving the problems by learning more about the limitations of compact fluorescent bulbs. The Federal Trade Commission has begun to study whether it should force improvements in the labels of the bulbs.

Better labels might have helped the Zuerchers, the San Francisco couple. Initially, they put regular compact fluorescents in virtually every socket in their home, including enclosed ceiling lamps, dimmable fixtures and areas where lights are turned on and off frequently. 

But some of those applications require specialized, more expensive bulbs, something the Zuerchers say was not made clear on the label of their Feit bulbs or on any sign they saw posted at Costco.

“We’re both college-educated and pay attention to labels we read,” Ms. Zuercher said. “It feels like someone forgot to put a place to find the information.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/28/business/energy-environment/28bulbs.html?pagewanted=print
Surge of college students pursuing 'clean energy' careers

Climate change is a concern among undergraduates, driving a surge of interest in science and engineering on campuses nationwide.

By Jim Tankersley
Los Angeles Times

March 29, 2009

Reporting from Washington — In what could be an encouraging sign of change in the long-standing shortage of Americans preparing for "clean energy" careers, the subject is suddenly hot on college campuses across the nation -- a surge of interest largely stimulated by the specter of global warming.

Concern about climate change is galvanizing more undergraduate students to turn toward a subject involving science and engineering, some educators suggest, in much the same way that Moscow's launching of the Sputnik space satellite jolted baby boomers to turn their eyes to the stars.

What remains uncertain is whether their enthusiasm for renewable energy will carry over into graduate school and lead them to swell the ranks of Americans with advanced science and engineering degrees.

"We have a shortfall of people to do cutting-edge research and do the innovations we need," said Vijay K. Dhir, dean of the engineering school at UCLA. But, he added, "the potential is there."

The rising interest in renewable energy is so new that it's not clearly reflected in the latest enrollment figures, educators say. But leaders from a range of schools -- including Arizona State University, Indiana University and the University of Colorado -- say energy and sustainability are the hottest topic for their students.

President Obama is mounting a multibillion-dollar push to boost "clean energy," in an attempt to create millions of jobs while focusing on the environment. The effort includes stepped-up support for graduate students doing research in the area.

At the White House last week, Obama told a group of academics and energy entrepreneurs that "innovators like you are creating the jobs that will foster our recovery."

The U.S. has struggled in the last two decades to produce enough home-grown scientists and engineers to meet demand. Enrollment in graduate engineering programs dropped more than 5% from 2003 to 2005, the last year for which statistics are available. At the same time, rapidly developing countries such as China and South Korea have ramped up such programs, both in size and quality.

Graduate science enrollment in the U.S. nearly doubled in the last two decades. But the programs are now more than half-filled with foreign students, who increasingly are leaving the country upon graduation.

Aggravating the dearth of newly minted engineers, the rate at which American workers with science and engineering skills retire is expected to triple over the next decade.

If that trend continues, "the rapid growth in [research and development] employment and spending that the United States has experienced since World War II may not be sustainable," the National Science Board said in a 2008 report.

Business leaders are equally blunt. "The most critical challenge over the long-term is people and brainpower," said Karen Harbert, executive vice president and managing director of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Institute for 21st Century Energy.

Obama hopes massive federal spending will help. His economic stimulus package includes $20 billion to support basic and applied science research -- much of it done by graduate students -- that could yield cheaper solar cells, more efficient wind turbines and longer-lasting batteries. His proposed federal budget seeks to triple the number of graduate research fellowships.

The increased interest among students reflects developments over the last few years that have raised the profile of global warming. Climate change was a prominent issue in the presidential campaign, with Obama and other Democrats focusing heavily on it and Republicans joining in calling for action. Even the Bush administration, which had previously downplayed climate change, acknowledged the issue as important.

The nation's economic problems may also be contributing to the trend.

"In the past, very talented kids would go into business school, to Wall Street, get big bonuses," said Yannis C. Yortsos, the engineering dean at USC. "That may not be the case for a while. They may go into engineering instead."

Yortsos has seen a rise in freshman and graduate-student interest in renewable energy research. It's driven by a "social awareness" of sustainability issues and climate change, he said.

Students agree. "I became an engineer because of alternative energy and the potential it had" to solve problems, said Loni Iverson, 21, a mechanical engineering senior at USC who is assisting a professor's research into fuel cells that run on bacteria. "In high school, I kept hearing about America's dependence on foreign oil and the war in Iraq and gas prices rising."

Graduate research often leads to patents, which often lead to start-up firms -- and sometimes major industries. Economists have shown strong links between patent production and economic growth.

University presidents and deans say that half the nation's science and engineering challenge is encouraging more domestic students to pursue graduate degrees. The other half is to retain more of the foreign students after they earn their degrees. They are being lured back to their home countries by quality jobs or pushed by complications in securing legal U.S. residence.

The immigrant scientists and engineers who study in the U.S. appear to be more inclined to take risks and start new companies, said Alice P. Gast, president of Lehigh University. Gast previously was vice president for research and associate provost at MIT, where she noted in a 2005 faculty newsletter that the university had seen a rapid increase in patent disclosures with at least one international student involved.

Gast and other university presidents say that to keep domestic students engaged and keep international students in the U.S., the federal government must sustain its energy research spending. Top students, Gast said, "will go where the excitement is."

Obama's energy secretary, Steven Chu, said in a recent interview that he sees "a new cadre of idealistic people who want to work on [energy] in any way they can" -- and that harnessing them is the key to the nation's economic future.

"You have to start the long-term now," Chu said. "The long-term is being aware that a lot of students want to study science and engineering for this issue, to support them. That requires patience."

jtankersley@tribune.com 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-energy-students29-2009mar29,0,362299.story
Ethanol investors try to derail California's carbon-emissions proposal

A group of ethanol investors met with Gov. Schwarzenegger in an effort to derail the proposal, which they say would cripple the nation's biofuels industry.

By Margot Roosevelt
Los Angeles Times
March 27, 2009

Ethanol investors met with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger this week in an effort to derail California’s far-reaching proposal to slash carbon emissions from transportation fuels.

The meeting, the latest volley in a national campaign against the regulation, was attended by Silicon Valley mogul Vinod Khosla and former Secretary of State Bill Jones, chairman of the board of Sacramento-based Pacific Ethanol Inc. One participant, New Fuels Alliance lobbyist Brooke Coleman, said the proposal is based on "completely speculative" scientific models and would cripple the nation's biofuels industry.

Environmentalists are alarmed by the mounting attack on the state Air Resources Board, which will hold a hearing on the rule in Sacramento today. "There is an all-out war by corn ethanol interests, and they are using scare tactics to get others on board," said Patricia Monahan, a vehicles expert at the Union of Concerned Scientists.

The rule would be the first in the nation to restrict planet-heating greenhouse gases from fuel. It is an essential component of the state’s landmark global warming law, which would slash the state's carbon dioxide emissions by 15% over the next 11 years. President Obama has called for a national low-carbon fuel standard.

The Washington-based Truman National Security Project sent Schwarzenegger a letter this week from 66 retired military and intelligence officers -- including former National Security Advisor Robert McFarlane -- saying that the California standard would give oil "an unfair advantage. . . . It is a matter of national security."

However, at least one signer had second thoughts. Vice Admiral Dennis V. McGinn sent out a news release saying that "upon more careful research," he found the letter "missed the mark" and that the California standard should be adopted immediately as a national model.

Former Gen. Wesley Clark, co-chairman of the biofuels association Growth Energy, is also leading a charge against the proposal, saying that the rule's "indirect land use" provision unfairly counts the global impact of growing corn for fuel by factoring in the displacement of forests that would be razed to grow replacement crops.

Mary D. Nichols, chairwoman of the Air Resources Board, said the California proposal would boost the use of biofuels, "including just about everything but imported corn." The rule is aimed at spurring investment in cellulosic low-carbon fuels made from switch grass and other non-food plants.

Nichols said that Pacific Ethanol's Jones, a Republican, "has been unceasing in his efforts to engage the governor," but the governor's staff has "been completely hands off."

However, Blake Simmons, an official with the Emeryville-based Joint BioEnergy Institute, said the governor "was open-minded" during the meeting. Schwarzenegger spokesman Aaron McLear would not comment.

The Air Resources Board is scheduled to vote on the regulation next month.

margot.roosevelt@latimes.com

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ethanol27-2009mar27,0,6273025.story
Vehicle fuel efficiency standards to rise

The administration plans the first increase in requirements for passenger cars since 1985.

Associated Press
Los Angeles Times

March 27, 2009

Washington — The Obama administration plans to raise fuel efficiency standards by two miles per gallon to a 27.3 average mpg for new cars and trucks in the 2011 model year, marking the first increase in passenger car standards in more than two decades.

Under the changes, which are slightly less stringent than those proposed by the George W. Bush administration, new passenger cars will need to meet 30.2 mpg for the 2011 model year; and pickup trucks, SUVs and minivans will need to reach 24.1 mpg, an administration official told the Associated Press on Thursday. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized to speak in advance of an announcement expected today.

The fuel efficiency rules are the first step in meeting a 2007 energy law that will require carmakers to meet at least 35 mpg by 2020, a 40% increase over the current standard of about 25 mpg.

Passenger car requirements have remained unchanged at 27.5 mpg since 1985, drawing complaints from environmental groups that the government has been slow to push automakers to produce more fuel-efficient vehicles.

During his campaign, President Obama said he would support a 4% annual increase in the standards so the fleet of new cars and trucks would reach 40 mpg by 2022.

The Bush administration had proposed regulations last year that would have raised the standards to a combined 27.8 mpg in 2011, requiring passenger cars to meet 31.2 mpg and light trucks to hit 25 mpg that year. The plan would have cost the auto industry nearly $50 billion.

The Obama administration has said it only had two months to produce the 2011 rules, which are required by April 1 to give car companies enough time to plan their vehicle lineup.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-fuel-economy27-2009mar27,0,3884051.story
Happy to be in the dark during Earth Hour 

Ontario power dips 6%, Toronto cuts back 15%

March 30, 2009

Paul Irish

Toronto Star

STAFF REPORTER

Although the Earth Hour spotlight (or more appropriately, the lack of one) was pointed in the direction of the world's major energy-gobbling cities Saturday night, smaller centres were also in the dark, and happy to be there.

Sylvia Seeley, of Whitby, said her family made sure every light was turned off in the house and lit candles in their den.

"I believe in this ... I know it's more of an awareness project, but it still works,'' she said yesterday. "It was nice. We sat and talked – something we haven't done in a long time – and even discussed the environment.''

She said her 19-year-old son, Luke, was skeptical at first, saying his family was likely the only one "sitting around in the dark."

But when he ventured outside, he was surprised to see rows and rows of darkened homes in his neighbourhood.

Not every candlelit Earth Hour was a good one, though. Peel police say part of a townhouse on Stardust Dr. in Mississauga's Meadowvale area burned after the residents put a candle on the mantel as part of Earth Hour celebrations and then left for 45 minutes.

Tara Wood, a spokesperson for Earth Hour Canada, said yesterday it's true that the larger centres may get all the media attention with photos of darkened skylines and towers, but the event is a joint effort involving planning and events in small towns, villages and even hamlets across the country.

Ontario demand for power dropped more than 6 per cent during Earth Hour, the Independent Electricity Systems Operator announced yesterday. Toronto recorded a record 15.1 per cent drop.

B.C., Newfoundland and Labrador and Nova Scotia all reported about a 1 per cent drop in consumption. Calgary, which saw power increase during Earth Hour last year, also saw a small drop this year.

Manitoba, however, saw a small surge in Earth Hour power use, which Manitoba Hydro blamed on furnace use during chilly –8C temperatures with a –13C wind chill.

With files from The Canadian Press and Torstar News Service

http://www.thestar.com/News/GTA/article/610324
Green lining to recession's dark clouds 

Governments are spending to stimulate economies — and business should take advantage of incentives to go green

Toronto Star

March 30, 2009

Craig Kielburger

Marc Kielburger

It's hard to see it through the darkness but it's there.

For months now, the dark clouds of the financial crisis have blocked the rays of prosperity we were once accustomed to. Now, we're starting to wonder if the storm will ever let up.

But through the haze of red ink, ferocious bears and tumbling markets is the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel. And that light is green.

Actually, it's about $200 billion worth of green. It's spending that includes {pound}100 million in the United Kingdom for home insulation and heating systems and $6.7 billion (U.S.) for improving efficiency in U.S. federal buildings. All money being thrown at industry by governments worldwide.

When we finally emerge from the doom and gloom, those companies that capitalize on green innovation are those who will find the proverbial green in their wallets.

"Companies need to try to position themselves," says Bob Willard, author of the The Sustainability Advantage. "We're looking at a new economy. We're looking at a low-carbon, green energy economy."

This can be hard to picture for the average person cutting back on household budgets — there, green is usually the first to go. A recent survey by Mintel found that the majority of consumers said organic food and environmentally-friendly cleaners were too expensive.

But while consumers cut back, governments spend.

Around the world, administrations are propping up their economies with incredibly green stimulus plans. Since July 2008, the U.S., the European Union and Asia have enacted 250 new environmental policies and committed more than $200 billion (U.S.) combined. In Canada, January's budget committed $1 billion to a green infrastructure fund.

"That's a lot of money," says Willard. "Green has been able to piggy-back on the financial crisis and the smart folks are investing a significant amount of money."

Now, it's up to business to seize the opportunity.

Any good CEO wants to be on the receiving end of green stimulus. That means business should be looking to develop green technology, energy and infrastructure.

"It's just smart business. There's a lot of money being thrown at this," says Willard. "It's actually turning out to be strangely good for the good guys."

In the United States, the stimulus package includes $8.4 billion (following figures are in U.S. dollars) for transit, $6 billion for clean and safe water, $6 billion in loan guarantees for renewables and $2 billion for advanced batteries.

It even includes $5 billion for household weatherization. This means a boost for companies providing this - the U.S. Department of Energy has a goal to retrofit 10 million homes in the next 20 years.

But, this doesn't just go for smart businesses — it goes for smart individuals. In order to weatherize those 10 million homes, the Department of Energy estimates they will need 1.25 million workers.

The job potential is comparable to that of Silicon Valley. Today, a specialized green degree will put new graduates in demand. Green stimulus is already addressing this — the U.S. Department of Commerce recently gave Hocking College a $1.6 million grant to build a learning facility for their sustainable energy programs.

It's an interesting turn - green used to be focused on saving. Companies like Xerox already capitalized on this by switching to energy-saving bulbs and recycled paper. In doing so they saved 1.5 billions tons of waste and $2 billion dollars.

But saving isn't enough anymore.

"The smarter companies will capitalize while the slower ones may not make it," says Willard. "That's life in the jungle of the corporations."

That's where the green light at the end of the tunnel becomes clear.

Making this happen will be no easy feat - but it's something your business will thank you for. Otherwise, you could get left in the dark.

Craig and Marc Kielburger are children's rights activists and co-founded Free The Children, which is active in the developing world. Their column appears Mondays online at www.thestar.com/globalvoices

http://www.thestar.com/News/GlobalVoices/article/609555
Calgary takes different tack on Earth Hour energy use

By Deborah Tetley

Calgary Herald

March 30, 2009 7:54 AM

Calgarians’ energy use dipped slightly during Earth Hour this year, much to the relief of Calgary’s power company and event organizers who feared another embarrassing spike in consumption.

But even though Calgary’s consumption dropped by one per cent — the same as Vancouver’s decline — it’s much less impressive than other cities, like Toronto, where energy use was reportedly down 15 per cent.

“It’s not a significant amount, but at least we went the opposite way this year,” said Doris Kaufmann, a spokeswoman for Calgary’s Enmax.

“It’s not enough to make a huge difference but it’s enough to see that Calgarians made some sort of effort this time around.”

Kaufmann said the one-per-cent decline in power use, as compared with last Saturday night, represents a savings of about 10 megawatts from the daily average of 1,200 megawatts.

“We went in the right direction this time but we do need to encourage more participation,” she said.

During the inaugural event last year Calgary was the only known city in Canada where energy consumption actually went up 3.6 per cent during Earth Hour, a spike officials blamed in part on a cold snap.

This year, however, consumers right across the province turned down the lights “significantly” according to Alberta’s electricity operator.

Provincewide consumption during Earth Hour was down by between roughly two and three per cent of the projected forecast for that timeframe, said Warren Frost, vice-president of operations and reliability for the Alberta Electric System Operator.

The dip amounts to about 250 megawatts, Frost said, down from approximately 8,000 megawatts officials forecast for use during that time.

It takes one megawatt of power to light 10,000 100-watt bulbs.

“It looks like Albertans answered the call to reduce their consumption,” Frost said. “Everybody across the province participated.”

Calgary was one of 285 Canadian cities and 88 countries taking part in Earth Hour, an international symbolic gesture that saw the lights dimmed in households and at famous landmarks around the world, including Rome’s Coliseum, the Eiffel Tower and the Calgary Tower at 8:30 p.m. to draw attention to climate change.

Judi Vandenbrink, executive director of EcoLiving Events who organized an Earth Hour gathering near the Bow River, said she noticed that many downtown office towers lowered their lights several hours before the official start time.

Indeed, Kaufmann said, Enmax’s energy consumption grid showed a slow and steady decrease beginning at about 4 p.m.

“It looks like people were making an afternoon out of it,” she said. “We didn’t see a sudden, sharp decrease.”

Officials with Earth Hour organizers World Wildlife Fund Canada, say the record participation rates show that people are concerned about climate change.

“We’ve just watched millions of Canadians use their light switch to vote for action on climate change,” said Gerald Butts, president of WWW-Canada.

Grady Semmens, a spokesman for Sierra Club Chinook Group, said Calgary’s showing is impressive, given there was a Calgary Flames game at the Saddledome and other events going on around the city.

“There’s a lot of fun stuff happening out there on a Saturday night so it’s nice to see a large part of the city taking part,” Semmens said.

Vandenbrink said despite the stronger showing this year, more works needs to be done in Calgary to change attitudes.

She said she read several blogs and other online comments on news sites over the weekend slamming Earth Hour.

“Their are a lot of naysayers out there but what they don’t understand is that the point of this is a symbolic one,” Vandenbrink said. “One hour doesn’t make a difference, but when you spread it throughout the year the difference we can make is huge.”

dtetley@theherald.canwest.com

http://www.calgaryherald.com/Technology/Calgary+takes+different+tack+Earth+Hour+energy/1442218/story.html
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Jordan
'Ghabawi Waste Treatment Plant expected to be fully operational by 2011’

The Kingdom’s first medical and industrial waste treatment plant is expected to be fully operational by 2011, putting an end to a growing threat to the country’s environment and public health.

As the country generates 4,000 tonnes of medical waste and up to 12,000 tonnes of industrial waste annually, the construction of such a facility has become an urgent priority, especially since industrial waste is expected to increase to 20,000 tonnes in less than five years and 30,000 tonnes in 15 years.

The JD20 million plant will be implemented on a 30-year build-own-operate-transfer basis, under an agreement signed Monday between the government, represented by the Ministry of Environment and the Executive Privatisation Commission (EPC), and an international consortium led by Jordan’s Nasser Investment Group Holding.

“Establishment of the plant will solve a severe environmental problem… it will address the negative impact of improper and random dumping of hazardous waste on the environment, especially underground water,” Minister of Environment Khalid Irani said at the signing ceremony yesterday.

The plant, with a capacity to treat 20,000 tonnes of waste annually, will be established in the Ghabawi landfill, situated some 25 kilometres east of Amman. The dumpsite was established in 2003 at a cost of JD16 million to handle 2,500 tonnes of waste per day. The 3,000sq.m landfill serves Amman and the central region which generates 65 per cent of medical waste.

Mohammad Khashashneh, director of the Environment Ministry’s Hazardous Substances and Waste Management Directorate, said medical and industrial waste are currently being treated as domestic waste, which will have a dangerous impact on public health safety and the environment.

“Some of the hazardous waste is either being burned at unqualified incinerators and within residential areas or being dumped without treatment in landfills designed for domestic waste,” Khashashneh told The Jordan Times yesterday.

He added that certain types of waste will be sent to Swaqa landfill, 160 kilometres away from Amman. These include substances with high concentrations of mercury, electrical and electronic waste, dry batteries and any other materials categorised as hazardous waste that cannot be processed immediately by the Ghabawi Treatment Plant.

According to Luciano Borin, president of ActionStream International, a member of the consortium, the project provides state-of-the art technology regarding combustion, energy recovery and fumes depuration.

“The plant has been designed so that emissions at the stake will be considerably lower than the already strict European Union emission standards,” Borin said yesterday.

“The technology for special waste transportation has been conceived in two separate systems, one for medical waste and the other for industrial waste, also in compliance with European Union norms,” he told The Jordan Times.

Borin noted that the project will be one of the first renewable energy plants in Jordan as it is projected to produce electric energy from waste.

The Cabinet approved the project in 2005 and the EPC floated the tender in April 2007 in cooperation with the ministries of environment and health and the Greater Amman Municipality. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=15488
European, Jordanian experts to explore future of renewable energy

European and Jordanian experts will explore the future of renewable energy at the Euro-Jordanian Renewable Energy Conference and Expo (EJREC), which opens on Wednesday.

Industry representatives will present some 85 papers on renewable energy prospects and challenges at the two-day conference, which will gather academicians, researchers and private businessmen from across the region and Europe. 

“The issue of energy is of concern to all… this conference is an important initiative from the private sector to assume the responsibility for all spectrums of society, whether consumers, officials or businessmen,” Jordan Europe Business Association (JEBA) President Bassem Farraj told reporters at a press conference yesterday to announce the event, which will be held jointly by the EU, JEBA and the University of Jordan. 

According to organisers, the purpose of the EJREC is for European and Jordanian counterparts to exchange experiences in the sector, enhance public-private partnership in energy policy implementation and provide an opportunity for regional public and private sectors to learn of the latest in renewable energy technologies.

With energy demand in Jordan witnessing an annual growth of more than 5 per cent over the last few years and energy consumption amounting to 20 per cent of the country’s GDP, the Kingdom can no longer solely rely on oil due to its fluctuating prices, National Energy Research Centre (NERC) President Malek Kabariti said. 

“One moment oil prices drop, and the next moment they rise again. Renewable energy is much more stable,” Kabariti said, noting that with 300 days of sunshine a year, Jordan is a leading destination for solar energy research and application.

With dozens of small- to medium-scale programmes in place to test the viability of renewable energy, the NERC president said the country is on track to reach its National Energy Strategy goal of generating 600 megawatts of wind and 600 megawatts of solar energy, 10 per cent of the country’s energy consumption, by 2020.

The European Union is undertaking a similar initiative, which calls for all member countries to have 20 per cent of energy generated by renewable resources by 2020. 

In addition to renewable energies, the EJREC is expected to cover issues such as biomass, carbon management and training, green cities and buildings, geothermal and waste-to-energy conversion.

The ministries of industry, environment and energy, the chambers of commerce and trade, the privatisation commission, the Jordan Investment Board as well as representatives of the European and Jordanian private sectors are participating in the conference, held in parallel with the Global Conference on Renewables and Energy Efficiency for Desert Regions.

http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=15490
Northern town set to become model eco-village

The northern town of Al Wahadneh will become a model eco-village that will apply principles of integrated ecosystem management and responsible use of natural resources to achieve sustainable development.

The Jordanian Hashemite Fund for Human Development (JOHUD) and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to this effect on Monday.

During a meeting with IUCN Director General Julia Marton-Lefèvre yesterday, HRH Princess Basma underlined the importance of the project, noting that it will serve as an example to be followed by other areas in the Kingdom

JOHUD has already established 40 home garden units, incorporating water harvesting and grey water treatment as well as building green houses in Al Wahadneh, which is in Ajloun Governorate. 

In addition, JOHUD has also set up a 12-dunum garden focusing on biodiversity conservation, according to the fund.

Under the MoU, which was signed in the presence of Princess Basma, who chairs the JOHUD board of trustees and Marton-Lefèvre, the IUCN will build on JOHUD’s accomplishments to fully realise the eco-village.

Environment Minister Khaled Irani, who also attended the meeting, said the ministry is currently working to finalise the land use plan for the Ajloun Governorate, highlighting the positive impact the project will have on the area’s ecosystem. 

The IUCN helps the world find pragmatic solutions to pressing environment and development challenges. It supports scientific research, manages field projects all over the world and brings together governments, NGOs, UN agencies, companies and local communities to develop and implement policy, laws and best practices, according to the its website.

JOHUD works to promote social, economic, cultural and environmental empowerment through participatory development, reaching out to marginalised communities across the Kingdom.

http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=15487
Top water officials summoned to House panel hearing

The committee members questioned Minister of Water and Irrigation Raed Abu Saud and Secretary General of the Jordan Valley Authority Musa Jamaani to decide on who takes the blame for the incident, which triggered a public debate.

According to committee member Wasfi Rawashdeh, the fact-finding committee asked both officials questions regarding the source and magnitude of the pollution, and how the concerned parties addressed the issue.

“The most important fact we were comfortable with is that the pollution did not reach drinking water,” Rawashdeh said, adding that no information can be released now about the probe’s findings so as “not to influence the course of the investigation”. 

“We still have to summon Water Authority Secretary General Munir Owais, who is currently outside the Kingdom, before finalising the report,” Rawashdeh noted, adding that the committee will assign legal experts to help draft the report.

The committee is also expected to go for a field visit to the canal, according to a previous statement by House Second Deputy Speaker Tayseer Shdeifat.

Two weeks ago, the ministry suspended pumping water from the canal to the Zai Water Treatment Plant after detecting oil and waste in the stream originating from the valley opposite to Al Shaq Al Bared area situated at the northwestern part of the Yarmouk River.

The Yarmouk is a tributary of Jordan River, which originates in the southeastern slopes of Mount Hermon and forms a boundary between Syria and Jordan for almost 40 kilometres before becoming the border between the Kingdom and Israel.

The Kingdom receives around 60 million cubic metres of water every year from Israel under the 1994 Wadi Araba Peace Treaty. 

Water officials have said recently that Israel has compensated Jordan with freshwater. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=15496
UAE
'Make the Switch' campaign helps cut emissions

The sale of more than 150,000 energy-efficient light bulbs during the 'Make the Switch' campaign launched four months ago has resulted in CO2 emissions being reduced by an estimated 43,000 tonnes. 

Ecobility Energy Solutions launched the campaign in November 2008, with the goal of replacing one million incandescent bulbs with Illume energy-efficient lightbulbs.

They consume about one-fifth of the power of incandescent bulbs, last 10 times longer and emit 70 per cent less heat, thereby reducing the need for air conditioning. 

Karim Ali, co-founder and managing partner of Ecobility, said the response to Make the Switch has been inspirational and more outlets will now stock the Illume bulbs, making it easier for residents to take a small step in changing their habits. 
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Sales to date will result in a saving of 16 million kilowatt hours of electricity about Dh3.5 million in associated costs. The reduction in CO2 emissions is equivalent to taking approximately 8,300 cars off the road, Ali said.

Illume twin packs can be purchased at a subsidised price of Dh10 at all LuLu, Sharaf DG and Union Co-op stores, as well as at the Abela Superstore in Abu Dhabi. They are also available at all Emarat petrol stations.

"This is a minimum in energy conservation. The campaign is continuing and with more lightbulbs replaced, more energy will be saved," Ali said.

"This early success is encouraging as we advance towards our ultimate aim of converting one million bulbs in the UAE. I believe, for the first time, we have effectively demonstrated how easy it is to make a significant impact by collectively embracing a single simple step." 

The Make the Switch initiative is supported by Nakheel.

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10299878.html
Oman

Government vigilant against marine dumping: official

Oman is committed to securing its marine environment from the ruinous effects of dumping of the kind that has led to much ecological damage elsewhere in the Arabian Gulf region, according to the Sultanate’s top pollution control official. Sayyid Sulaiman bin Mohammed al Busaidy, Superintendent General of Pollution Control at the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs (MECA), said the Sultanate has strict laws in place to prevent unsound dredging and marine dumping, which elsewhere has contributed to beach erosion and other impacts to the marine eco-system.

“If you change the course of nature by shifting the flow of waters from one direction to another, either through dredging or dumping, that causes damage to the eco-system as a whole. In Oman, we are very strict with regard to what we permit can be done on our shores or out at sea,” Al Busaidy declared. The official’s comments came on the sidelines of the inauguration of a national workshop on the so-called ‘London Convention’, organised jointly by MECA and the International Maritime Organization (IMO).

The three-day workshop, which concludes at the Crowne Plaza today, is also attended by representatives of the ministries of Tourism, Transport and Communications, Foreign Affairs, and Oil and Gas, besides Sultan Qaboos University, Petroleum Development Oman, Oman LNG and Qalhat LNG. Port corporations, dredging firms, and key waterfront developments are represented as well. The Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter 1972, commonly called the ‘London Convention’, is an agreement to control pollution of the sea by dumping. It also covers the deliberate disposal at sea of wastes or other matter from vessels, aircraft, and platforms. 

According to Al Busaidy, who is also Adviser to the Minister on International and Environment Affairs, the Sultanate will eschew unsustainable dredging and other marine activities that are a threat to the environment. Citing examples of severe beach erosion and other ecological damage occurring elsewhere in the Gulf region as a result of unsound coastal development, he said Oman was determined to steer away from such environmentally harmful pursuits.

“It may well be the case that coastal projects are good for tourism or for economic development, but at the same time, we need to assess how much damage they could be causing to environment as a whole. Because we have been very strict so far, damage has been minimal. We are also learning not to repeat the mistakes other countries have made in this regard,” he commented. The workshop, Al Busaidy said, is designed to acquaint officials from the government, public and private sectors with the nitty-gritty of the London Convention, and the importance of adhering to its provisions.

“We need to enlighten all concerned about the significance of the regulations, and the need to ensure proper monitoring of these regulations. That’s why all coastal developments are preceded by full Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs). But some people try to take shortcuts to save money. It’s our responsibility to ensure that any such activity is carried out in a controlled sustainable manner, within the parameters of prescribed regulations,” Al Busaidy added.

Representing the IMO are two experts — René Coenen (Deputy Director of IMO’s London Convention Office) and David Taillefer (Disposal at Sea Advisor — Environment Canada). Other presenters are Dr Barry Jupp and Thuraya al Sariri of MECA, Nico Vincart of Jan de Nul Dredging Ltd, Adrian Hoyle of Haskoning UK, Paul Jenkins of Parsons Brinkerhoff, and Dr Simon C Wilson of Five Oceans LLC.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
Electricity regulator appoints consultants to aid in review of renewable energy pilot projects

Oman’s electricity regulator has appointed international consultancy firm COWI to assist with reviews and approval of renewable energy pilot projects. COWI’s appointment is part of a strategy implementing recommendations identified in the Authority’s renewable energy study published in May 2008. The study identified significant Solar and Wind energy potential in the Sultanate and recommended early implementation of small scale renewable energy pilot projects, initially in rural areas, to confirm the performance and efficiency of renewable technologies in local conditions.

Pilot projects will also alert local and international developers to the Sultanate’s significant renewable energy potential. Confirming COWI’s appointment, the Authority’s Chairman Dr Saleh al Alawi said: “COWI’s appointment represents an important step forward in implementing the Authority’s strategy for the long term utilisation of renewable energy in Oman. Publication of our renewable energy study last year attracted significant interest from international and local investors, some of whom submitted pilot projects to the Authority for review and approval — projects of varying sizes and that include both wind and solar technologies.

COWI’S appointment will accelerate the approval process and facilitate the early commencement of projects, said Dr Al Alawi. “Each project will be subject to a detailed technical, financial and economic review. While the Authority is keen to facilitate early implementation of renewable energy projects, we will only approve projects that are technically robust, do not risk the security of supply to customers and that have wider benefits. “We are also mindful of the implications for electricity subsidy.” COWI has been asked to ensure each pilot project addresses the problem of resource intermittency and can be efficiently and effectively incorporated into an existing diesel system.

“Pilot projects reviewed by COWI and approved by the Authority will immediately reduce fossil fuel use in rural areas and provide valuable information on factors such as solar intensity, wind speed consistency and turbulence in local conditions that will influence the performance and efficiency of renewable technologies. Information gathered from pilot projects will also help pave the way for the implementation of large scale renewable energy projects in the Sultanate — which is the long term strategic objective. COWI will work closely with the Authority and the Rural Areas Electricity Company to facilitate the timely implementing of approved projects.

The Authority is grateful to the Rural Areas Electricity Company for the excellent co-operation and support afforded to the pilot project initiative to date, the Chairman stated. In May 2008 the Authority published a study commissioned to assess the Sultanate’s renewable energy potential. The study confirmed the Sultanate’s significant solar and wind potential. Towards the end of 2008, the Authority invited the Rural Areas Electricity Company (RAEC) to identify possible locations for diesel system hybrid pilot projects, and make information available for potential developers.

Several international and local companies expressed interest in developing pilot projects within the preliminary framework developed by the Authority and after initial co-ordination with RAEC submitted renewable energy pilot project proposals to the Authority for approval. The Authority invited proposals from international consultants to evaluate proposed pilot projects submitted by developers. COWI will conduct comprehensive assessments of each proposed pilot project including economic and technical feasibility, site feasibility, the extent to which proposed technology is proven, and the overall conceptual design. COWI will also undertake initial environmental impact assessments at proposed locations. COWI will provide the Authority with evaluation reports for each pilot project and will make recommendations on project approval.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
Lebanon

AUB lecture to address sustainable energy policies

The Issam Fares Institute's Research & Policy Forum on Climate Change and Environment in the Arab World and the American University of Beirut's Political Science and Public Administration Department are organizing a lecture on "Combining Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energies: The Key to Sustainability," by Peter Hennicke, PhD, a university statement said on Monday. The lecture will take place on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m., West Hall Auditorium B. Hennicke served as the President of the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment and Energy in Germany from 2000 until 2008 and is currently a professor emeritus at Bergische University of Wuppertal

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=100506
Syria

The Ministry of Local Administration and Environment held a workshop, in 
Collaboration with the World Bank and the Environment Technical Assistance Programme of the Mediterranean ,  to discuss the modality and presentation of preliminary results to update the previous study for the cost of environmental degradation of coastal areas.
“Arabic”

http://www.sana.sy/ara/8/2009/03/29/219220.htm 
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Billion tree campaign grows past 3 billion mark, says UN agency

An effort to fight climate change through reforestation, seeded at the grassroots level, has now blossomed into a woodland of over 3 billion trees, with the confirmation that over 300 million were planted in Turkey in 2008, the United Nations announced today.

In response to its success, the Billion Tree Campaign, which is under the patronage of Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Kenyan Green Belt Movement founder Professor Wangari Maathai and Prince Albert II of Monaco, has already set a new target of 7 billion trees to be planted by the UN Climate Change Conference to be held in December 2009.

The campaign was launched by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) in 2006 as a response not only to the threat of global warming but also to wide sustainability challenges from water supplies to biodiversity loss.

Tree planting remains one of the most cost-effective ways to address climate change, according to UNEP. Trees and forests play a vital role in regulating the climate since they absorb carbon dioxide. Deforestation, in turn, accounts for over 20 per cent of the carbon dioxide humans generate, rivalling the emissions from other sources.

Trees also play a crucial role in providing a range of products and services to rural and urban populations, including food, timber, fibre, medicines and energy as well as soil fertility, water and biodiversity conservation.

With slightly over 700 million trees planted to date, Turkey now attains second position in the list of top 10 countries in the Campaign’s roll of honour. The leading country remains Ethiopia with 725 million trees planted, UNEP said.

Mexico, with 472,404,266 trees planted to date, Kenya with 139,893,668 and Cuba with 137,476,771 round out the top five in the sylvan effort.


Meanwhile, an organization in Romania known as the PRAIS Foundation, in partnership with the Romanian Government and other partners, has confirmed that it has planted over 11 million trees through the national tree-planting movement ‘Millions of People, Millions of Trees.’

In total, 3,071,704,993 trees have been planted around the world. So far, another 1,578,796,459 trees have been pledged and have yet to be planted.

UNEP is now making an appeal to UN peacekeeping missions and the armed forces of the world to also join in the Campaign by planting trees in areas where they operate. 

The agency is further inviting all individuals, communities, businesses, civil society organizations and Governments to join the global tree-planting initiative by registering tree-planting commitments on the campaign’s website.

Back to Menu
________________________________________________________________
Major negotiations for new UN climate change pact kick off in Germany
The first round of United Nations-backed negotiations designed to culminate in an ambitious new international climate change treaty in Copenhagen in December got underway today.

More than 2,000 delegates from government, business and industry, environmental organizations and research institutions, have gathered in Bonn, Germany, for the first of a series of three sessions aimed at producing a draft document to succeed the Kyoto Protocol, whose first commitment period to reducing greenhouse gas emissions ends in 2012.

“This first negotiating session this year is critical for moving the world closer to a political solution to climate change,” said Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

“The clock is ticking down and countries still have much work to cover,” stressed Mr. de Boer at the start of the nine-day meeting.

Discussions on greenhouse gas emissions reductions to be achieved by industrialized countries after 2012 will centre on issues relating to the scale of the reductions, improvements to emissions trading and the Kyoto Protocol's carbon offset mechanisms, as well as concerns relating to land-use change and forestry.

“Industrialized countries are committed to lead the way, and the world is looking to them to agree on ambitious targets, in line with what science is telling us, in Copenhagen in December,” said Harald Dovland, who chairs the working group leading the negotiations.

“We must lay the groundwork for this in Bonn at this session by shifting gears and moving into serious, in-depth negotiations,” he added.
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UN agency aims to tackle housing crunch during financial crisis

With the world struck by an economic crisis that has its origins in housing credit, the head of the United Nations agency tasked with ensuring adequate shelter for all today said it was doubly important to confront the challenge of affordable housing.

“This year, our meeting takes place at a time our world is mired in the worst economic crisis in living memory,” Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of the UN agency for human settlements (UN-HABITAT), said as she opened the agency’s yearly Governing Council in Nairobi, Kenya. 

“The origin of the crisis lies with a housing finance system gone wrong. Lessons learned from this experience must inform our housing policies and strategies,” she added, outlining how the global financial crisis has affected housing worldwide.

The theme for the Governing Council, at which governments decide on UN-HABITAT’s budgets and work programmes, is entitled “Promoting affordable housing finance systems in an urbanizing world in the face of the global financial crisis.”

Also speaking at the meeting’s opening session, the head of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Achim Steiner, called for measures to cushion the urban poor against the shocks arising from both the global economic meltdown and climate change.

The Governing Council, attended by representatives from some 100 countries, runs through 3 April.
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TALKS BEGIN IN BONN ON POST-KYOTO CLIMATE CHANGE DEAL  
· The first in a series of major UN negotiating sessions this year, designed to culminate in an ambitious and effective international climate change deal in Copenhagen in December, got underway yesterday in Bonn, Germany. 
  

· The issues of finance and technology required by developing countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to the inevitable effects of climate change are at the heart to the talks in Bonn, along with discussions on reductions to be achieved by industrialized countries after 2012.
  

· The Bonn session should provide the basis for a negotiating text of the Copenhagen agreed outcome, which will be tabled in June.
  

· Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), warned that the clock was "ticking down" and urged countries to make progress during the negotiating sessions before the December gathering in Denmark.
  

· About 2,500 government delegates and participants from 175 countries are in Bonn for these talks which will conclude on 8 April. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
“EARTH HOUR” RAISED CLIMATE CHANGE AWARENESS: Asked about the amount of money saved when UN Headquarters closed its lights for an hour last Saturday to mark Earth Hour, the Spokeswoman said that the money saved was not the point; UN participation in Earth Hour, she said, was designed to foster awareness concerning climate change. She said that the events that took place during Earth Hour, including the shutdown of the lights on the Empire State Building, achieved that goal.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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