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UN News Center: Eco-friendly initiatives recognized with UN-backed award

November 10, 2009

A range of eco-friendly start-up initiatives in Bangladesh, Colombia, India, Niger, Southern Africa and Zimbabwe have won a notable sustainable development award, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today.

The Supporting Entrepreneurs for Environment and Development (SEED) Award recognizes promising new locally-driven enterprises that work to improve livelihoods, tackle poverty and manage the sustainable development of natural resources in developing countries.

“The SEED Gold Winners show us that a low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is as much a developing country and rural community issue as it is a developed country one,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

“These genuinely inspiring initiatives are generating multiple economic, social and environmental benefits and being achieved often against enormous odds. The challenge now is to scale them up,” noted Mr. Steiner.

The five Gold Winners of the 2009 SEED Award include an association of small-scale women farmers in Zimbabwe striving to reverse severe land degradation through organic farming; a Bangladeshi non-governmental organization (NGO) developing a low-cost solar lantern made from recycled parts of kerosene lanterns; a group in Colombia setting environmental standards for local miners; civil society organizations in Southern Africa and India developing bio-cultural

procedures to help indigenous communities share the benefit of local resources; and institutions in Niger establishing sustainable solid waste management systems to keep cities clean.

The SEED Award consists of individually-tailored business support services worth $35,000 for up to one year to help establish each scheme and increase its impact over the long-term. The services include access to relevant expertise and technical assistance, meeting new partners and building networks, developing business plans and identifying sources of finance.

The SEED Initiative, founded in 2002 by UNEP, is a partnership with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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Other Environment News
AP: Vulnerable countries urge world to cut emissions

 November 10, 2009

A group of 11 countries vulnerable to adverse effects of global warming urged world leaders Tuesday to reach a binding agreement at next month's global conference on the issue.

The countries called on President Barack Obama and leaders of emerging economies such as India and China to personally attend the talks in Copenhagen.

Bangladesh, Barbados, Bhutan, Ghana, Kenya, Kiribati, the Maldives, Nepal, Rwanda, Tanzania and Vietnam — calling themselves the V11 — pledged at the Climate Vulnerable Forum in the Maldives to commit to greening their economies as their contribution toward cutting emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases.

On Monday, President Mohamed Nasheed of the Maldives asked fellow developing nations to become "carbon neutral" and lead a drive to reduce global warming.

The group issued a statement calling upon all countries to "redouble their efforts at reaching a binding, ambitious, fair and effective agreement" in Copenhagen.

The low-lying Maldives has become an outspoken voice on global warming, even staging an underwater Cabinet meeting last month to promote awareness about rising sea levels.

It is feared that rising seas could swamp the Indian Ocean archipelago within a century. Its islands average 7 feet (2.1 meters) above sea level.

Maldives has already pledged to become the world's first carbon-neutral nation and last month announced plans to build a wind farm that can supply 40 percent of its electricity. Carbon neutrality refers to achieving an equal balance of the amount of carbon dioxide — the leading greenhouse gas — emitted and the amount sequestered or offset.

U.N. scientists say rich countries must cut carbon emissions by 25-40 percent from 1990 levels by 2020 to prevent Earth's temperatures from rising 2 degrees Celsius (4 degrees Fahrenheit) above its average temperature before the industrial era began 150 years ago. Any rise beyond that could trigger climate catastrophe, they say.

So far, reduction pledges total 11-15 percent, but those could be seen as negotiable.
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AFP: Kerry vows US climate outline for Copenhagen

November 10, 2009

Senator John Kerry has pledged to complete a framework of an elusive US climate change deal in time for next month's high-stakes summit in Copenhagen, vowing not to let the world down.

President Barack Obama's election returned the United States to active global efforts to fight climate change, but a year later Congress has yet to make good on promises to set the first-ever US caps on carbon emissions.

After a lobbying mission in the US Capitol by UN chief Ban Ki-moon, Kerry said Tuesday the Senate, while unlikely to complete legislation, would give US negotiators an outline before the December 7-18 talks in the Danish capital.

"We are engaged in the process that will hopefully put us in a position to go to Copenhagen with a sort of framework, or outline, or where the Senate will be heading in its legislation," Kerry told a joint news conference.

Kerry, a former presidential candidate who co-authored climate change legislation, said he told Ban that senators were "engaged in a very intensive process.

"What I wanted to convey to the secretary-general -- and I think it's important to all those taking part in Copenhagen -- is we are very serious about our goal," Kerry said.

He pledged the Senate would approve the actual legislation "as soon as practical" while also acting on Obama's other key priority: revamping the US health system to assist millions of uninsured.

The pledge comes days before Obama visits China, where climate change will be high on the agenda.

Much of the world has looked on in frustration as the United States and emerging powers such as China and India squabble over who needs to do more on climate change.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said Tuesday she would even boycott Copenhagen without positions by the three nations, warning a failure of the summit threatened to set back climate efforts for years.

Ban, who has made the fight against climate change a central focus of his tenure, said he was encouraged by his day-long trip to Washington, calling a Senate framework a "sign of commitment" to the rest of the world.

"I have emphasized to the senators that US leadership is crucial at this time," Ban said.

"No country is more important than the United States in resolving this climate change issue. All eyes of the world are looking to the United States and more precisely to the US Senate," he said.

Climate legislation squeaked through the House of Representatives in June but is stuck in committees in the other chamber.

The House bill would mandate US reductions of greenhouse gas emissions by 17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020 and 83 percent by 2005 -- which some other rich nations say is not ambitious enough.

Senators from Obama's Democratic Party have tried to push forward, last week ramming legislation through the key Environment and Public Works Committee amid a boycott by the rival Republicans.

But other committees are still working, meaning it cannot come to a full Senate vote. Senator Max Baucus, a centrist Democrat who heads the Finance Committee, has pushed for more guarantees the legislation will not worsen the wobbly US economy.

Senator Joe Lieberman, an independent who usually votes with Democrats, said other senators could estimate the work of Baucus's committee in the framework for Copenhagen. But he conceded: "It's not the best of all circumstances." 

Senators did not specify how specific the framework would be. 

Elliot Diringer, vice president for international strategies at the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, said the Obama administration would take "significant risk" if it proposed numbers in Copenhagen before a clear signal from the Senate. 

"Getting out in front of Congress could invite a backlash on Capitol Hill," Diringer said. "It could be like Kyoto all over again." 

The United States took part in 1997 negotiations in Japan's ancient capital Kyoto that drafted the first treaty mandating global cuts in carbon emissions. 

But the Senate failed to ratify it and George W. Bush strongly opposed Kyoto during his 2001-2009 presidency.
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Reuters: Climate takes back seat at APEC

November 11, 2009

With little prospect of any new climate change initiatives emerging at an APEC meeting in Singapore this weekend, the climate agenda might instead focus on liberalizing trade in green goods and services.

Keeping the fragile global economic recovery on track will dominate the talks at the 21-member Pacific rim group meeting, but climate change is also expected to feature prominently with just weeks to go before a major U.N. climate gathering.

Analysts, however, say the leaders will offer no major initiatives to give the Copenhagen talks a much needed push.

The United Nations wants the December 7-18 Copenhagen meeting to yield a broader, and tougher, legally binding agreement by all nations to fight climate change but negotiations have largely stalled, dimming hopes of success.

The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum gathering represents one of the final opportunities ahead of Copenhagen for world leaders to try to overcome differences on the shape of a broader climate pact to fight rising seas, more chaotic weather and threats to crops and livelihoods.

APEC, which ranges from economic giants the United States, Japan and China to oil-rich Brunei, accounts for more than 40 percent of world trade and over 60 percent of the world's greenhouse gas emissions.

"I wouldn't really expect major progress. I think it's going to be overwhelmed by trade, financing," said Changhua Wu, Greater China Director for think tank The Climate Group.

She pointed to the depressing mood that had settled over the Copenhagen talks process and the huge range of unresolved issues.

"I think we could see greater emphasis on macroeconomic stability in general this year," said Leong Wai Ho, senior regional economist at Barclays Capital in Singapore.

But he pointed to the region being prone to costly climate disasters such as typhoons and storm surges and the predicted greater intensity of such disasters as the planet warms.

Recent storms in Taiwan, Vietnam and the Philippines have killed hundreds, destroyed roads, bridges, farms and homes, lowered farm output and pushed up food prices.

"This link suggests that, despite the distraction from the global economic crisis, APEC leaders are widely expected to call for further cuts in energy consumption amongst themselves at the Singapore meeting," Leong told Reuters.

Wu and other analysts said APEC might try to boost regional trade in clean-energy products and services.

"Our argument would be if you want to push the economy into gear again a very good way to do that would be through green investments because they normally imply a lot of jobs," said Kim Carstensen, the head of conservation group WWF's global climate initiative.

China, South Korea and Japan have large spending plans to boost the clean-energy sector and are keen to boost global market share. The United States is also pushing for greater market access for its green goods.

KEEPING FACTORIES HUMMING

In a draft leaders' declaration obtained by Reuters, APEC backs limiting the global average temperature increase to within 2 degrees Celsius and for emissions to peak within the next few years and then fall by 50 percent from 1990 levels by 2050.

The timeframe for the emissions peak would be longer in developing countries, the draft says. It reinforces an earlier goal of reducing energy intensity by at least 25 percent by 2030 and to try to boost trade in green goods and services.

Given the fragility of the global recovery and concerns over rising unemployment in the United States, bread-and-butter issues will dominate leaders' discussions, said Song Seng Wun, senior economist at CIMB brokerage in Singapore.

"First things first is to get the factories humming again and Americans start spending again with their own money," he said.

The leaders' final declaration needed to point to goals and benchmarks for success at Copenhagen, said Carstensen.

"I would look to them to produce some signals of ambition, referring to Copenhagen, referring to Copenhagen as a place where results need to be achieved," he said.

A key climate benchmark for APEC would be the final text retaining the goal to cut emissions by half by 2050.

"Normally it doesn't survive in these kinds of circumstances," Carstensen said, referring to past objections from China and other big developing nations on adopting a 2050 emissions target unless rich nations adopt a 2020 target as well. The draft doesn't mention a 2020 target.

Some analysts also pointed to the growing threat of protectionism and U.S. and French references to slapping so-called "carbon tariffs" on goods from big developing nations.

"Rather than looking for positive ways to win-win, we are turning to win-lose," said Simon Tay, Schwartz Fellow of the U.S.-based Asia Society.
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AFP: Antarctica's ice loss helps offset global warming: study

November 10, 2009

Global warming has been blamed for the alarming loss of ice shelves in Antarctica, but a new study says newly-exposed areas of sea are now soaking up some of the carbon gas that causes the problem.

Scientists led by Lloyd Peck of the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) said that atmospheric and ocean carbon is being gobbled up by microscopic marine plants called phytoplankton, which float near the surface.

After absorbing the carbon through the natural process of photosynthesis, the phytoplankton are eaten, or otherwise die and sink to the ocean floor.

The phenomenon, known as a carbon sink, has been spotted in areas of open water exposed by the recent, rapid melting of several ice shelves -- vast floating plaques of ice attached to the shore of the Antarctic peninsula.

Over the last 50 years, around 24,000 square kilometres (9,200 square miles) of new open water have been created this way, and swathes of it are now colonised by phytoplankton, Peck's team reports in a specialist journal, Global Change Biology.

Their estimate, based on images of green algal blooms, is that the phytoplankton absorbs 3.5 million tonnes of carbon, equivalent to 12.8 million tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2), the principal greenhouse gas.

To put it in perspective, this is equivalent to the CO2-storing capacity of between 6,000 and 17,000 hectares (15,000 and 42,500 acres) of tropical rainforest, according to the paper.

The tally is minute compared to the quantities of greenhouse gases from fossil fuels and deforestation, which amounted to 8.7 billion tonnes of carbon in 2007.

But, said Peck, "it is nevertheless an important discovery. It shows nature's ability to thrive in the face of adversity.

"We need to factor this natural carbon absorption into our calculations and models to predict future climate change," he said in a BAS press release.

"So far, we don't know if we will see more events like this around the rest of Antarctica's coast, but it's something we'll be keeping an eye on."

The Antarctic peninsula -- the tongue of land that juts up towards South America -- has been hit by greater warming than almost any other region on Earth.

In the past 50 years, temperatures there have risen by 2.5 degrees Celsius (4.5 degrees Fahrenheit), around six times the global average.

Ice shelves are ledges of thick ice that float on the sea and are attached to the land. They are formed when ice is exuded from glaciers on the land.

In the past 20 years, Antarctica has lost seven ice shelves.

The process is marked by shrinkage and the breakaway of increasingly bigger chunks before the remainder of the shelf snaps away from the coast.

It then disintegrates into debris or into icebergs that eventually melt as they drift northwards.

The Antarctic ice shelves do not add to sea levels when they melt. Like the Arctic ice cap, they float on the sea and thus displace their own volume. 

Ice that runs from land into the sea does add, though, to the ocean's volume, which is why some scientists are concerned for the future of the massive icesheets covering Antarctica and Greenland.
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AP: UN chief prods Senate to tackle climate change

November 11, 2009

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon pressed the Senate Tuesday to take action on climate change, but key senators made it clear that a bill is unlikely to pass this year.

The U.N. chief met with members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee late Tuesday afternoon to discuss the status of negotiations on a new international pact to slow global warming before 192 nations meet in Copenhagen next month. The meeting came a day after President Barack Obama said he was willing to go to Copenhagen if his presence would help clinch a deal.

Ban told the senators it was critical for the U.S. to take the lead, but he also said he understood that the Senate may not be in a position to take concrete action before the talks.

"From what I heard today, there is great support in the Senate for action on climate change," Ban said. "I would sincerely hope that the Senate would take necessary action as soon as possible."

But just how soon the U.S. Senate will act on climate change is uncertain. Leading senators made it clear Tuesday that a bill was unlikely to reach the Senate floor by the end of the year. The House narrowly passed its version of a global warming bill in June.

At the same time, Ban and Janos Pasztor, the director of his Climate Change Support Team, have scaled back their expectations for a new international treaty in Copenhagen. In the past month, they have focused instead on getting a political deal on the basic elements that can be turned into a treaty, hopefully next year.

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., the author of the Senate bill that would set the first-ever U.S. limits on greenhouse gases, said Tuesday that he hoped to have an outline of where the Senate was headed by the time of the Copenhagen meeting. Kerry, along with Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Sen. Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., are working to piece together a bill that can get the 60 votes needed to pass the Senate.

Kerry's bill last week was voted out of a Senate panel, sidestepping a Republican boycott. But five other committees will also have a say in the legislation.

On Tuesday, Kerry said that the bill would come to the floor "as soon as practical" and he was confident that when it did, the U.S. Senate would do its part.

Lieberman said he expects debate before the full Senate to begin early next year.

"But we will go to Copenhagen with a House-passed climate change bill, some momentum in the Senate ... and the Obama administration clearly supportive of climate change legislation," Lieberman said.

Ban acknowledged that some senators had lingering concerns about the costs associated with limiting the gases blamed for global warming and whether other countries will do their share to control emissions.

He responded to those criticisms by saying that the cost of inaction was far greater, and that other countries are already moving down a pathway to cleaner sources of energy.

"I also told the Senate that the world is not standing still," Ban said.
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AFP: Bangla PM says failure not acceptable in Copenhagen

November 11, 2009

Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has told global leaders that poor nations will not accept failure at a crucial climate change summit next month in Copenhagen.

Hasina was speaking late Tuesday in Dhaka at a video conference with leaders of six other countries, including Gordon Brown of Britain and Kevin Rudd of Australia, as well as United Nations chief Ban Ki-moon.

"We cannot accept the failure of the Copenhagen summit," Hasina told the conference.

"The most vulnerable countries and the least developed countries are worried that their legitimate demands are being sidelined by the disagreements in climate change negotiations between the developed and developing countries."

She urged rich nations to help climate-hit, poor nations such as Bangladesh in the same way they bailed out economies damaged by the global recession.

"If the developed countries could pump trillions of dollars for reviving the world economic situation, they could surely be equally generous to save us, themselves and the world," Hasina said.

"For least developed countries like Bangladesh, Maldives, Bhutan, Nepal and other countries which are more vulnerable, we want that all the developed countries take a clear decision about the finance."

Bangladesh, one of the world's poorest nations, is one of the countries worst affected by climate change with some scientists predicting 20 million people will be displaced by 2050 because of rising sea levels.

Hasina's government wants five billion dollars immediately from rich countries to help it adapt to increasing floods, cyclones and droughts caused by climate change.

The video conference, chaired by Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen, was arranged by the Copenhagen Commitment Circle, a platform of world leaders formed ahead of the summit. It is the second such event held this month.

Mexican President Felipe Calderon, Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg and Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi also participated.
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AP: Carbon capture projects around the world

November 10, 2009

A quick survey of carbon capture projects and efforts around the world:

• Sleipner, Norway: Since 1996, Statoil has been piping more than 1 million tons of carbon dioxide a year from a gas field under the North Sea into a nearby water-bearing rock formation to avoid a government carbon tax. The company says no carbon dioxide has leaked from the site, the world's oldest capture project.

• Snohvit, Norway: Last year, Statoil began another project capturing 700,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide into a sandstone formation in the Barents Sea.

• Salah, Algeria: Sonatrach, BP and Statoil have injected around 1 million tonnes of carbon dioxide a year from a Sahara desert gas field into a geological formation nearby.

• Weyburn-Midale, North Dakota, United States and Saskatchewan, Canada: The Great Plains Synfuels Plant captures about 2.8 million tonnes of carbon dioxide a year when it turns coal into synthetic natural gas. The carbon dioxide is piped 200 miles to Canada and injected into near-empty oil fields to help pump out remaining oil.

• Germany is already capturing CO2 at coal plants run by RWE AG and Vattenfall and seeking permission for storage sites.

• The Group of Eight rich nations plan 20 large carbon capture projects that aim to show by 2020 whether the technology works. The European Union says it will set up at least 12 with initial funding of $1.5 billion and possibly up to $6.7 billion from selling cap-and-trade permits.

The U.S., Australia, Canada, China, Brazil, Poland, France, Spain, South Africa and the United Arab Emirates are also planning projects.
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AFP: Kenya's wind power project snagged

November 10, 2009 

A Kenyan wind power project aiming to be the biggest in sub-Saharan Africa suffered a setback Tuesday after talks with one of the key investors foundered, an official said.

Consortium chief of the Lake Turkana Wind Project in northern Kenya said British energy firm Globeleq pegged its participation on the building of a transmission line from the remote region.

"We did not agree on that because the project would have been delayed by 12 to 20 months," Carlo Van Wageningen told AFP by phone.

Van Wageningen said fresh talks would be opened with another investor, which he said was much bigger than Globeleq, an affiliate of the British CDC Group specialising in power projects in emerging markets.

The Kenyan wind project is set to produce 300 megawatts. Egypt currently produces 240 megawatts of power from wind and is expected to increase to 350 megawatts after expansion.
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Nigeria: Global Mitigation Against Climate Change 

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Global GHG emissions are on an accelerating trend and if left unchecked could lead to a 6.4 degree C (11.5 degree F) temperature increase by the end of the century, exceeding conservative estimates according to Dr. Rajendra Pachauri, Chair IPCC and with an average warming of over 2.5°C, the world would see some very serious changes. Even though climate change cannot be blamed for any particular storm or disaster, rising sea level is putting more people at risk. The fact is, if you're living in low lying coastal states for example, Nigerian Niger-delta that can be a very serious issue. The UN IPCC report in 2007 predicts average global temperature rises of 1.1 - 6.4 degrees C by 2100.

The scientific body also underscores that climate change is not a smooth, linear progression but rather a disruption in the climate system, manifesting itself through more floods, droughts and heat waves, whose severity will only increase. And that scenario according to Pachauri could create abrupt and irreversible changes, including the possible extinction of 20-30 per cent of all species and collapse of the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, which could create sea-level rise of several metres.

All the technologies and methods required to stringently mitigate missions are available; what is needed is a policy framework that would bring about a movement to low-carbon technology development. Placing a price on carbon would send a direct signal to markets and consumers of a desire to move in that direction. In line with that, by December 2009, various national governments and relevant stakeholders around the globe will meet for the crucial UN climate convention at Copenhagen in order to seal the deal on a comprehensive new agreement that puts the global economy onto a low- carbon path. That package must also include serious and sustained funding to assist vulnerable economies adapts and climate proof their societies in order to cope with the impacts already underway. It is important to recall that the catalyst for the upcoming convention, and for the existing action on climate change under the Kyoto Protocol of the UN framework convention, is science. http://allafrica.com/stories/200911100435.html
General Environment News

Kenya: Govt to Support Evicted Mau Settlers 

Daily Nation (Nairobi): Settlers on a 19,000-hectare piece of the Mau Forest Complex will be the first to be ejected from Kenya's main water tower. Forestry and Wildlife minister Noah Wekesa said Tuesday that about 1,500 families will be removed from their homes in the South Western Mau as efforts to rehabilitate the forest begin. The government said it will support the evictees for sometime as the transition occurs. "Considerations will be given to students within the relocation area and who will be undertaking national examinations to continue unaffected. Livelihood support will be given to encroachers for at least one month," said Mr Wekesa. The Special Programmes ministry will handle the support programme but Mr Wekesa could not state exactly what form this would be in. He said the Forestry ministry would keep an 'accurate and comprehensive' register to facilitate the livelihood support programme for those to be moved out of the forest.

Although he repeated the promise that the removal of the settlers would be 'humane,' he was cagey on the details of the process and when it would begin. Asked what would happen to those who would refuse to obey the order to leave, the minister said they would be 'persuaded' to do so. "The encroachers are from various districts and we can't be sure where they are going to end up. It is up to them to state where they want to be relocated. A lot of them are good Kenyans and have started moving," he said. He spoke at a press conference in Nairobi a day after the expiry of a notice published on October 26 giving the settlers two weeks to leave the forest. Those whose crops are ready for harvesting have been given time to do so while those whose crops are not ripe for the harvest will be required to move but may come back for their produce when it is ready. The ministry will through its agencies, the Kenya Wildlife and the Kenya Forestry Service, be in charge of the relocation programme, whose first phase will take three weeks to implement. http://allafrica.com/stories/200911100818.html
South Africa: Country Positions Itself for Copenhagen Summit 

Bua News (Cape Town): In preparation for the climate change negotiations in Copenhagen, South Africa is embarking on several programmes aimed at making sure that the country contributes positively to the debate on global warming. "Ad hoc working groups on the Kyoto Protocol and on the Long-term Cooperation Action have prepared South Africa's position papers for the negotiations at Copenhagen in December 2009 including the post 2012 negotiations, stakeholders are being consulted on the positions," Science and Technology Minister Naledi Pandor said on Tuesday.

Speaking during a media briefing by the Economic Sectors and Employment cluster Programme of Action (PoA) media briefing, Pandor added that work was underway on the so-called green jobs to identify new employment and industrial opportunities. A task team has been established to develop the green jobs proposals and coordinate various government initiatives. Proposals were being developed for the domestic manufacture of solar water heating geysers. Last week, Environmental Affairs Minister Buyelwa Sonjica emphasised that South Africa's willingness to contribute to global action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as the country prepares for the Copenhagen summit. http://allafrica.com/stories/200911100735.html
Nigeria: FG Sets up Committee On Waste Management For Niger-Delta 

Daily Trust (Abuja): A technical inter-ministerial committee for the implementation of the Public Private Partnership (PPP) agreement on the construction of integrated Waste Management Facility (IWMF) for the oil and gas and other industries in the Niger Delta was recently inaugurated by Minister of Environment Mr. John Odey. He said at the occasion that there was a need for Oil companies operating in the Niger Delta to comply with regulatory laws of the ministry and to work in line with the Ministry's policy on Environment. The Minister said, "waste is a major environmental issue in this country, and this is why the ministry recently commissioned feasibility studies in fifteen Nigerian cities for the construction Integrated Waste Management Facilities." According to him, "the implementation of the waste management facility program is at various stages of completion in selected cities of the country in line with the PPP principle of the President Yar'Adua's administration."

Mr. Odey commended the increasing number of Private Organizations that continues to rise in great numbers ready to collaborate with the Federal government. He said that all these efforts are geared towards preparation for adaptation and mitigation measures against the impacts of Climate Change, saying "the way we handle wastes in the country would surely go a long way in curbing emission of green house gases that are culprits of global warming and Climate Change." He said the emergence of the technical committee was in collaboration with the Titan Projects and this action "is aimed at providing environmental remediation services." Members of the committee include representations from the River state government, Niger-Delta Ministry, NNPC, DPR and other line agencies in the environment sector as well as the Titan project Ltd. All members agreed that the IWMF project is a one stop solution to the management and treatment of various waste streams generated from exploration and production activities of refineries waste and industrial wastes. http://allafrica.com/stories/200911100519.html
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Eco-friendly initiatives recognized with UN-backed award – UN News Centre

10 November 2009 – A range of eco-friendly start-up initiatives in Bangladesh, Colombia, India, Niger, Southern Africa and Zimbabwe have won a notable sustainable development award, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today.

The Supporting Entrepreneurs for Environment and Development (SEED) Award recognizes promising new locally-driven enterprises that work to improve livelihoods, tackle poverty and manage the sustainable development of natural resources in developing countries. 

“The SEED Gold Winners show us that a low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is as much a developing country and rural community issue as it is a developed country one,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

“These genuinely inspiring initiatives are generating multiple economic, social and environmental benefits and being achieved often against enormous odds. The challenge now is to scale them up,” noted Mr. Steiner.

The five Gold Winners of the 2009 SEED Award include an association of small-scale women farmers in Zimbabwe striving to reverse severe land degradation through organic farming; a Bangladeshi non-governmental organization (NGO) developing a low-cost solar lantern made from recycled parts of kerosene lanterns; a group in Colombia setting environmental standards for local miners; civil society organizations in Southern Africa and India developing bio-cultural procedures to help indigenous communities share the benefit of local resources; and institutions in Niger establishing sustainable solid waste management systems to keep cities clean.

The SEED Award consists of individually-tailored business support services worth $35,000 for up to one year to help establish each scheme and increase its impact over the long-term. The services include access to relevant expertise and technical assistance, meeting new partners and building networks, developing business plans and identifying sources of finance.

The SEED Initiative, founded in 2002 by UNEP, is a partnership with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32902&Cr=&Cr1=
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Vulnerable countries adopt declaration for low carbon future - Minivan News

10 November 2009, Ahmed Naish - Eleven climate vulnerable countries, including the Maldives, adopted a declaration today to show moral leadership and begin the process of greening their economies ahead of the UN climate change summit at Copenhagen next month.

It further calls upon all countries to voluntarily sign up to going carbon neutral.

The declaration follows an appeal by President Mohamed Nasheed yesterday at the two-day Vulnerable Climate Forum for participants to form a carbon neutral bloc.

“We have been able to agree that development and green technology is possible. We have also been able to agree that it’s our responsibility as well as everybody else’s responsibility and we are willing to do things unilaterally,” said Nasheed at a press conference after the concluding ceremony.

“The main focus of our agreement is that we believe that carbon neutrality and development can go together,” he said.

In March, the president vowed to make the Maldives carbon neutral in a decade by switching to renewable energy where possible and offsetting carbon emissions. 

Other participants at the forum included Bangladesh, Nepal, Vietnam, Kiribati, Barbados, Bhutan, Ghana, Rwanda and Kenya.

“We came out of the victim position and started doing something, came out with the position that we are not going to stay there helplessly but we will go the extra mile while we are persuading others to cut emissions,” said Batilda Burian, Tanzanian environment minister. 

“I think with this kind of appeal, we will be loved by the world world and our children and their children who come after. We will not believe that we failed this country and failed the world by not signing and coming out with a deal at Copenhagen.”

President Anote Tong of Kiribati said he hoped the declaration would “prick” the conscience of the world, adding the participants were arguing for “climate justice”. 

Representatives of all country’s said today the deal at Copenhagen was non-negotiable and they would not give up until they had persuaded developed nations to commit to drastic cuts in emissions.

The declaration calls for cuts that will ensure global temperatures stay below 1.5 degrees celsius above pre-industrial levels and atmospheric greenhouse gas levels are returned below the safe threshold of 350ppm.

Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni said that her country was one of the most vulnerable to climate change and was worsened by the high population of more than 50 million people.

“Like all of us here it’s an existential question,” she said, adding Bangladesh already had programmes in place to encourage reforestation and green energy.

But, she said, developing countries needed technology and financial support. “In spite of being the lowest emitters, we are taking these steps, so we call upon all the world’s leaders to do their bit as well,” said Moni.  

The Rwandan delegate, Vincent Karega, minister of state in charge of environment and mines, said his country had already begun a process of electrification involving green energy harness from geothermal energy and biogas among others. 

“We are also changing all bulbs to tungsten,” he said. 

The vulnerable nations further expressed concern over current low expectations for the Copenhagen talks and called on world leaders, including US President Barack Obama to personally attend.

Pessimism has set in after rich and poor countries remained deadlocked on how to formulate an equitable treaty at the final round of negotiations in Barcelona last week.

Participants agreed to hold a second meeting in Kiribati next year.

http://www.minivannews.com/news_detail.php?id=7694
……………………………………………….

Himalayan Blunder: The Perils Of Denying Glacier Melting - CounterCurrents.org

By Devinder Sharma, 10 November, 2009

Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh loves to challenge the dominant opinion (except in the case of Genetically Modified crops). Whether it is the stand India should take at the forthcoming Copenhagen conference or the melting of the Himalayan glaciers, he enjoys throwing a stone in the still waters and then sits back and enjoys watching the ripples it creates.

Jairam Ramesh loves to create unnecessary debate that can put him at the centrestage. At a time when newspapers and TV channels are dominated by film stars and cricketers, Jairam Ramesh has to find ways to stay in news. And I must acknowledge he has done fairly well. The PR agencies have a lot to learn from him. 

I was therefore not even amused when Jairam Ramesh released on Monday a paper entitled Himalayan Glaciers by V K Raina, a former deputy director general of the Geological Survey of India. While the paper says that there is no conclusive evidence to prove that Himalayan glaciers are melting due to climate change, Mr Jairam Ramesh was quick to add that it is meant to "stimulate discussions".

I wonder what is the reason now for stimulating another discussion, after the recent leak of his letter to the Prime Minister asking him to take a u-turn in India's position on climate change to ostensibly show proximity to the United States. Well, I wouldn't be surprised if we learn subsequently that the paper was formally released to build up a case for river-linking. After all, billions of dollars are at stake and the lobby is still at work. 

Neverthless, the simple reason why there is no "conclusive evidence" to show that the Himalayan glaciers are melting is because India had repeatedly turned down requests from the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), for an exhaustive study of the Himalayan glaciers

The Indian government, which treats glacier studies only for defence purposes, did not see any major threat from the melting of glaciers and the formation of the newly created lakes. Perhaps India is waiting for another disaster to strike before it acknowledges the threat. Jairam Ramesh should realise that deflecting attention from the urgent need to do something more meaningful for protecting the Himalayan glaciers will be disastrous for the country's environment and food security.

I draw your attention to a Himalayan disaster in waiting. This is based on a detailed report prepared by ICIMOD sometimes back. 

It happened on Aug 4, 1985. Dig Tsho glacial lake, situated close to the Mt Everest region at a height of 4,365 metres above sea level, suddenly burst. Within the next four hours, estimates show that nearly 8 million cubic metres of water had drained from the lake. The torrent moved forward rather slowly down-valley as a huge ‘black’ mass of water full of debris. The surge waters from what is called as ‘Glacial Lake Outburst Floods’ (GLOF), completely destroyed whatever came its way. 

Within the next few hours, the GLOF had completely destroyed civil structures of Namche (Thame) Small Hydel Project (estimated cost of US $ 1.5 million), swept 14 bridges, long stretches of roads, trails, cultivated land and took a heavy toll of human and animal life. 

Dig Tsho glacial lake was not the only of its kind in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan mountain range that passes through Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bhutan. With the glaciers retreating in the face of accelerating global warming, the resulting melting of snow forms glacial lakes downstream. While the total number of glaciers in the region is still unknown, ICIMOD had for the first time documented 3,252 glaciers in Nepal spread over 5,324 square kilometres. More significantly, the number of glacial lakes has been computed at 2,323. Most of these, it is believed, have formed in the past 50 years or so.

ICIMOD had identified 20 glacial lakes to be potentially dangerous, including 17 that do not have any prior outburst history. These lakes are situated in very remote and higher reaches but the catastrophe that they cause can be devastating for the local communities and the country’s economy. Take the case of Tsho Rolpha glacial lake. Situated in the Rolwaling Valley in Dolakha district, the lake is only 110 kms by a crow’s flight from the Capital city of Kathmandu. With the lake volume rising every year, the area increasing from 0.23 sq kms in 1959 to 1.55 sq kms in in 1990, and the subsequent weakening of the damming moraines that hold the water, researchers term it as ‘potentially dangerous’. 

Not only in the Himalayas, glaciers are receding at a fast pace the world over. East Africa’s Mount Kilmanjaro is expected not to have any snow cap by the year 2015, its snow cover having shrunk at an alarming 82 per cent between 1912 and 2000. The alpine glaciers have reduced by 40 per cent in area and more than 50 per cent in volume since 1850. Since 1963, the Peruvian glaciers have retreated at the rate of over 155 metres a year. The Himalayan glaciers, however, are considered to be extremely sensitive to climate change as these accumulate snow during monsoon and shed it in summers. Other high-altitude glaciers on the other hand accumulate snow during winters and cast it off in summers. 

The UNEP estimates that the bursting of glacial lakes is likely to become a major problem globally, especially in countries South America, India and China. But unfortunately, both India and China have used glaciers only for defence purposes. Much of the snow bound areas in both the countries is under the control of the armed forces and forms the ‘inner line of control’. No scientific access or public activity is allowed in these politically and strategically sensitive areas of high altitude. International pressure therefore has to be on both the giants to allow for scientific explorations and suitable remedial solutions to be put in place before the ‘inner line of control’ goes out of control. 

While the world continues to debate over the dangerous implications of climate change on the glaciers, His Majesty’s Government of Nepal, in collaboration with the Netherlands-Nepal friendship Association, has made a series of attempts to implement an early warning system, and at the same time launch efforts to mitigate the dangers of an outburst. Among the strategies adopted is to reduce the water level in the lake by three metres by way of a GLOF risk reduction system. Knowing that it is still not safe, the lake waters is planned to be further lowered by another 17 metres under the second phase, the Tsho Rolpha GLOF Permanent Remediation Project. This in itself is a remarkable initiative and needs to be replicated in the other countries faced with the fast receding but little understood phenomenon of the vanishing snow caps.

Three of the 20 potentially dangerous lakes (Nagma, Tam Pokhari and Dig Tsho) have past outburst records. There are six other glacial lakes that ICIMOD thinks have had a past outburst history but do not appear to be dangerous at present. Researchers opine that of the several possible methods of reducing the risk and probability of GLOF bursts, and that includes regular monitoring and early warning systems, the most important is to reduce the volume of water in the lake so as to cut down the peak surge discharge. 

Protection human, animal life and the infrastructure and property would largely depend on careful planning and co-ordination with the concerned agencies. More importantly, it is crucial to frame the disaster mitigation policies and activities. Nothing better illustrates the urgency with which a massive global programme to save the mountains from an impending apocalypse. The mountain areas are already reeling under abject poverty and the accompanying destruction of the fragile habitat. Ignoring the serious and real threat of climate change will surely be still more catastrophic

http://www.countercurrents.org/sharma101109.htm
……………………………………………………….

Report appeals for new emissions tactics - China Daily

By Li Jing, Updated: 2009-11-10

lA new report on climate change by the World Bank urges nations to employ innovative market-based measures to make up for the huge shortfall of funds needed to combat global warming.

But Zhang Wencai, deputy director of the international cooperation department with the Ministry of Finance, said developing countries cannot solely rely on the private sector to make up for their lack of funds needed to adapt to climate change.

"The technology-sharing mechanism proposed by the report, in which rich countries work to develop new solutions, while developing countries pay for a research fund, is also inconsistent with the principle of the United Nations Framework of Climate Change Convention," Zhang said.

Zhang said that the report steers clear from the principle of China's policy of "common but differentiated responsibilities" and urged rich countries to be accountable for their carbon emissions.

The report estimates that by 2030, $75 billion will be needed annually for adapting to global warming and $400 billion for reducing carbon emissions. Developing new technologies could require an additional $100 billion to $700 billion per year.

Reforming of existing carbon markets, levying carbon taxes and setting global trading schemes for emission rights are recommended as effective measures to fill the financing gap, the report states.

Justin Yifu Lin, chief economist with the World Bank, said developing countries will take on 75 to 80 percent of the potential impacts induced by global warming.

"People from developing worlds are in desperate need of help in dealing with droughts, floods and rising sea levels," Lin said. "They also need guidance to tackle malnutrition and the spread of diseases, as well as a build-up of facilities to ward off global warming."

The current total climate finance for developing countries is $10 billion per year, said Rosina Bierbaum, co-director of the World Development Report 2010.

Zhou Dadi, a veteran energy research expert in China, said putting a price on carbon is a good way to reduce emissions, but relying too much on an energy-pricing system will make expected goals unreachable.

"If there is a significant increase in energy prices, the poor will not be able to afford it, but the rich, who use more energy, will be less affected," Zhou said.

The report was released less than a month ahead of the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark.

At a meeting of finance ministers and central bankers from the Group of 20 leading economies, held over the last weekend, little progress was achieved in sorting out the thorny issue of how rich countries should help poorer nations, except for an agreement to increase the research fund.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2009-11/10/content_8935638.htm
………………………………………

Landslides, floods kill 53 in India, Thailand – The Nation

Published: November 11, 2009 

CHENNAI/BANGKOK (AFP) - Heavy rain in southern India triggered flash floods and landslides that killed 45 people in the last 24 hours and left about 1,000 tourists stranded, police said Tuesday.

More than 70 deaths have been recorded across several districts in the state of Tamil Nadu in the last week, where downpours have caused widespread damage to buildings and ruined crops.

Police and fire officials worked to rescue about 1,000 domestic tourists who were trapped after two major roads were cut off in the hillside district of Nilgiris, about 450km west of the state capital Chennai.

Rescuers used cranes to remove giant boulders from railway tracks in the area, which received up to 61cm of rain over two days, police said.

One village there was destroyed.

“The total number of deaths stands at 75. According to latest reports, 42 people have died in Nilgiris,” an officer in the local police control room told AFP, referring to deaths overnight and on Monday.

Another three were killed overnight in more southern districts of Tamil Nadu.

Efforts were underway to help those trapped in debris, and authorities said most deaths were due to walls collapsing, drowning or electrocution.

Schools were closed in several districts and forecasters predicted more rain on Wednesday.

In Thailand, floods and mudslides in south of the country have killed 18 people and affected more than 300,000 over the past five days, the Interior Ministry said Tuesday.

Ten provinces in the south have been hit by monsoon rains since Thursday, the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation department said in a statement. “There are 18 people dead and 327,025 people have been affected. Currently the situation has eased in four provinces,” it said.

Ten of the deaths occurred in Narathiwat and six in Yala, two of the Muslim-majority southernmost provinces bordering Malaysia that have been gripped by a bloody separatist insurgency since January 2004.

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/International/11-Nov-2009/Landslides-floods-kill-53-in-India-Thailand
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Senate intensifies climate bill efforts

The Washington Post, November 10, 2009, by Richard Cowan and Timothy Gardner.

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A powerful U.S. senator on Tuesday called for tough trade protections that may complicate global climate change talks, while U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon traveled to Washington to push for progress on a deal. 

The U.S. Senate is writing legislation to reduce domestic emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases associated with global warming, but there is stiff opposition from Republicans and moderate Democrats who fret about its economic impact. 

The battle comes as the United States and other nations prepare for a December 7-18 summit in Copenhagen to sketch out next steps on fighting global warming and the devastation many scientists predict it will bring. 

Senator Max Baucus, an influential moderate Democrat, told a trade group on Tuesday that any U.S. climate bill would have to include strong "border measures" to protect American manufacturers from unfair foreign competition. 

"We can not allow our manufacturing industries to fade as a result of trade with countries that refuse to negotiate global solutions to global concerns," said Baucus, who chairs the Senate Finance Committee, which is writing portions of the climate legislation. 

Ban was to meet with a number of U.S. senators as well as aides to President Barack Obama, who backs climate change legislation. A spokesman for Baucus said the Montana senator was not scheduled to meet Ban. 

"He (Ban) will discuss how governments around the world are approaching the climate negotiations and what these governments expect in terms of the role of the United States," Janos Pasztor, Ban's climate adviser, said late on Monday. 

DEBATE OVER JOBS 

U.S. moves to protect energy-intensive industries, such as steel, glass and cement makers, have angered trading partners, such as China, with many observers arguing any such provisions would violate international trade rules. 

"It may not be what they (China) want to hear, but it isn't anything that don't already know," said Dave Hamilton, a global warming expert at the Sierra Club environmental group, of Baucus' new warnings. 

Baucus said a border measure would be consistent with Washington's international trade obligations. Such language is seen as key to gaining the votes of moderate senators from industrial states. 

A climate change bill already has passed the House of Representatives, where Obama's Democrats have a large majority. Although Democrats also control the Senate, they do not appear united on the issue of climate change. 

Republican victories this month in gubernatorial elections in New Jersey and Virginia, two key states, also have made moderate Democrats in Washington more wary about climate change legislation ahead of next year's congressional elections. 

In an interview with Reuters on Monday, Obama acknowledged the Senate would not pass such a bill in time for the Copenhagen summit. So far, the United States is the only developed country refusing to put on the table a goal for carbon emission reductions. 

Nevertheless, Obama held out hope for a "meaningful agreement" in Copenhagen and said he hoped to make progress with China during his first trip to Beijing this month. 

Hamilton said senators were "moving as fast as they can" to put together the outlines of a bill that could pass the Senate "because they want to show momentum" going into the summit. 

Baucus' Finance Committee held a hearing on Tuesday focusing on the job creation that could flow from moving the United States away from fossil fuels and toward cleaner alternative energies, such as solar, wind and nuclear power. 

Noting the disagreements over such forecasts, Baucus said, "It seems that the debate over jobs and the environment has been around about as long as we have had either jobs or an environment." 

Van Ton-Quinlivan, a director of jobs development at Pacific Gas and Electric Co. , a major California-based utility, said designing and creating a U.S. low-carbon energy system could require as many as 150,000 workers by the 2020s. 

About 60,000 people will be needed to operate and maintain things like wind and solar farms by 2030, she said. 

Margo Thorning, chief economist at the American Council on Capital Formation, said job losses under the House of Representatives' climate change bill may total 80,000 in 2020 and between nearly 1.8 million to more than 2.4 million in 2030. 

Senator John Kerry, the Democrat who is working with Republicans and fence-sitting members of his own party on a compromise climate bill, shot back at Thorning: "Your studies aren't credible. You don't take into account the cost of inaction." 

Fresh Demands From ‘Front-Line States’ in Climate Fight

The New York Times, November 10, 2009, by Andrew C. Revkin

The “ climate divide” between countries that are rich and poor, insulated from climate impacts and vulnerable to them, was on vivid display in the Maldives over the last few days. Countries that consider themselves most threatened by human-driven global warming — mainly places exposed to the sea or reliant on rainfall — concluded a forum there and issued a declaration of their concerns and demands. Mike Shanahan of the  International Institute for Environment and Development sent the text, which I have included below. 

Here is a video diary from the event kept by Robin Gwynn, who is Britain’s climate envoy for vulnerable countries (I don’t think the United States has one of those, but I will check): 

Apture™
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The forum, organized to build pressure on rich countries just weeks ahead of treaty talks in Copenhagen, is yet another strong indication that the biggest barrier to getting agreement on a new climate accord next month is the stark disagreement over the scale of what amounts to a  climate debt. Poor countries say industrial powers, which have spent a century or more benefiting from fossil fuels while adding billions of tons of heat-trapping greenhouse gases to the atmosphere, owe them both financial assistance in dealing with rising seas or shifting rains and a stable climate, which they say can be achieved only if rich countries commit to deep prompt cuts in their emissions.

On the other side, established industrialized powers are finding it hard to build substantial public support for programs that would send tens of billions of dollars a year abroad. In the United States, the Senate — where preserving American jobs and reviving the economy are paramount — presents a particularly strong obstacle. It would have to assent to a new treaty by a two-thirds majority vote. Just have a look at the fights over finding  60 votes for health care legislation to ponder the likelihood of 67 for a climate treaty.

Here is the declaration: 

We, heads of state, ministers and representatives of government from Africa, Asia, Caribbean and the Pacific, representing some of the countries most vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change:

Alarmed at the pace of change to our Earth caused by human-induced climate change, including accelerating melting and loss of ice from Greenland, the Himalayas and Antarctica, acidification of the world’s oceans due to rising CO2 concentrations, increasingly intense tropical cyclones, more damaging and intense drought and floods, including glacial lakes outburst loods, in many regions and higher levels of sea-level rise than estimated just a few years ago, risks changing the face of the planet and threatening coastal cities, low lying areas, mountainous regions and vulnerable countries the world over, 

Asserting that anthropogenic climate change poses an existential threat to our nations, our cultures and to our way of life, and thereby undermines the internationally protected human rights of our people – including the right to sustainable development, right to life, the right to self-determination and the right of a people not to be deprived of its own means of subsistence, as well as principles of international law that oblige all states to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other states or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction;

Conscious that while our nations lie at the climate frontline and will disproportionately feel the impacts of global warming, in the end climate change will threaten the sustainable development and, ultimately, the survival of all states and peoples – the fate of the most vulnerable will be the fate of the world; and convinced that our acute vulnerability not only allows us to perceive the threat of climate change more clearly than others, but also provides us with the clarity of vision to understand the steps that must be taken to protect the Earth’s climate system and the determination to see the job done; 

Recalling that the  U.N.F.C.C.C. is the primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change, 

Desirous of building upon the commitment of leaders at the recent United Nations High-Level Summit on Climate Change in New York in addressing the needs of those countries most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change as well as other political commitments, including the  AOSIS Declaration and the African Common Position,

Underlining the urgency of concluding an ambitious, fair and effective global legal agreement at  COP15 in Copenhagen. 

Gravely concerned at reports of a downgrading of expectations for COP15 and calling therefore for a redoubling of efforts – including through the attendance in Copenhagen, at head of state — or head of government-level, of all states, and especially of major industrialized nations and all major emerging economies. 

Emphasizing that developed countries bear the overwhelming historic responsibility for causing anthropogenic climate change and must therefore take the lead in responding to the challenge across all four building blocks of an enhanced international climate change regime – namely mitigation, adaption, technology and finance – that builds-upon the U.N.F.C.C.C. and its Kyoto Protocol. 

Taking account of their historic responsibility, as well as the need to secure climate justice for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable communities, developed countries must commit to legally binding and ambitious emission reduction targets consistent with limiting global average surface warming to well below 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels and long-term stabilization of atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations at well below below  350 p.p.m., and that to achieve this the agreement at COP15 U.N.F.C.C.C. should include a goal of peaking global emissions by 2015 with a sharp decline thereafter towards a global reduction of 85 percent by 2050, 

Emphasizing that protecting the climate system is the common responsibility of all humankind, that the Earth’s climate system has a limited capacity to absorb greenhouse gas emissions and that action is required by all countries on the basis of common but differentiated responsibilities, respective capabilities and the precautionary principle, 

Underscoring that maintaining carbon-intensive modes of production established in 19th-century Europe will incur enormous social and economic cost in the medium and long term, whereas shifting to a carbon-neutral future based on green technology and low-carbon energy creates wealth, jobs, new economic opportunities and local cobenefits in terms of health and reduced pollution,

Convinced that those countries which take the lead in embracing this future will be the winners of the 21st century;

Expressing our determination, as vulnerable states, to demonstrate leadership on climate change by leading the world into the low-carbon and ultimately carbon-neutral economy, but recognizing that we cannot achieve this goal on our own; 

Now therefore,

Declare our determination, as low-emitting countries that are acutely vulnerable to climate change, to show moral leadership on climate change through actions as well as words, by acting now to commence greening our economies as our contribution towards achieving carbon neutrality, 

Affirm that this will enhance the objectives of achieving sustainable development, reducing poverty and attaining the internationally agreed development goals including the Millennium Development Goals, 

Call upon all other countries to follow the moral leadership shown by the Republic of Maldives by voluntarily committing to achieving carbon-neutrality, 

Assert that the achievement of carbon neutrality by developing countries will be extremely difficult given their lack of resources and capacity and pressing adaptation challenges, without external financial, technological and capability-building support from developed countries, 

Declare that, irrespective of the effectiveness of mitigation actions, significant adverse changes in the global climate are now inevitable and are already taking place, and thus parties to the U.N.F.C.C.C. must also include, in the  COP15 outcome document, an ambitious agreement on adaptation finance which should prioritize the needs of the most vulnerable countries, especially in the near term, 

Call upon developed countries to provide public money amounting to at least 1.5 percent of their gross domestic product, in addition to innovative sources of finance, annually by 2015 to assist developing countries make their transition to a climate resilient low-carbon economy. This grant-based finance must be predictable, sustainable, transparent, new and additional – on top of developed country commitments to deliver 0.7 percent of their gross national income as overseas development assistance.

Underline that financing for mitigation and adaptation, under the authority of the Conference of Parties to the U.N.F.C.C.C., should be on the basis of direct access to implement country-led national Low-Carbon Development Plans and Climate-Resilient Development Strategies, and the process to allocate and deliver the finance must be accessible, transparent, consensual, accountable, results-orientated and should prioritize the needs of the most vulnerable countries.

Further underline that fundamental principles and issues relating to the survival of peoples and preservation of sovereign rights are non-negotiable, and should be embedded in the Copenhagen legal agreement, 

Call on parties to the U.N.F.C.C.C. to also consider and address the health, human rights and security implications of climate change, including the need to prepare communities for relocation, to protect persons displaced across borders due to climate change-related impacts, and the need to create a legal framework to protect the human rights of those left stateless as a result of climate change. 

Invite other vulnerable countries to endorse this declaration. 

Decide to hold a second meeting of the Climate Vulnerable Forum in [country] on [date] to take forward this initiative, to further raise awareness of the vulnerabilities and actions of vulnerable countries to combat climate change, and to amplify their voice in international negotiations. In this context, request support from the U.N. system to assist the most vulnerable developing countries take action in pursuit of this declaration.

EPA move seen as sign Obama acting on warming

San Francisco Chronicle, November 10, 2009, by Julie Eilperin

The Environmental Protection Agency has sent its final scientific finding on greenhouse gases to the White House, agency officials said Monday, a step that could result in regulation of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases as pollutants under the Clean Air Act.

Sources said the document concludes that emissions pose a threat to the public's health and welfare. The agency did not release its finding, which was issued as a draft in April. The Office of Management and Budget has 90 days to sign off on it.

Environmentalists embraced the move as a sign that the Obama administration is moving ahead on global warming policy less than a month before U.N.-sponsored climate-change talks begin in Copenhagen.

"As Copenhagen approaches, this step just enforces that - one way or another - a significant portion of U.S. emissions will be regulated very, very soon," said Josh Dorner, a spokesman for Clean Energy Works, an advocacy group.

Keith McCoy, vice president for energy and resources policy at the National Association of Manufacturers, said his members are worried that the Obama administration would put in place rules on greenhouse gases before Congress had a chance to pass climate legislation. While the House has passed a climate bill, the Senate is unlikely to take up its version of the measure before next year.

The endangerment finding was prompted by a 2007 Supreme Court ruling that ordered the EPA to determine whether greenhouse gases constituted a pollutant under the Clean Air Act.

Frank O'Donnell, who heads the advocacy group Clean Air Watch, said the submission suggests the administration is trying to finalize the proposal before its negotiators leave for the climate talks starting Dec. 7.

"They don't want to go to Copenhagen empty-handed," he said.

IEA warns of drop in energy supply

THE GLOBE AND MAIL, November 10, 2009, by Greg Keller

Paris — The global financial crisis has led to a dangerous drop in energy investment around the world that could choke off the nascent economic recovery, the International Energy Agency said Tuesday.

The warning from the Paris-based agency comes just a month ahead of the major United Nations climate conference in Copenhagen, where world leaders hope to agree on so-called climate finance to help developing countries cut emissions by switching from fossil fuels to cleaner energy such as wind and solar.

The EU has said that there should be a $150-billion (U.S.) annual package of public and private finance by 2020 to help poorer nations develop green industries and adapt to climate change.

The IEA, a policy adviser to 28 mostly industrialized oil-consuming nations, estimates that the financial and economic crisis is responsible for a $90-billion drop in global oil and gas investment this year, a 19 per cent cut from 2008.

“Falling energy investment will have far-reaching and, depending on how governments respond, potentially serious consequences for energy security, climate change and energy poverty,” the IEA said in its annual World Energy Outlook report.

The resulting drop in oil and electricity supplies could “undermine the sustainability of the economic recovery,” the IEA warned.

Investment in renewable energy sources has been particularly hard hit, falling by about one-fifth in 2009 compared to a year earlier. Without the stimulus plans enacted by governments in response to the crisis, renewable energy investments would have fallen 30 per cent this year, the IEA said.

“The financial crisis has cast a shadow over whether all the energy investment needed to meet growing energy needs can be mobilized,” the IEA warned.

The agency estimates that $1.1-trillion needs to be invested annually from now until 2030, for a total of $26-trillion, just to meet energy demand on current growth trends.

Should governments adopt plans to limit greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere to 450 parts per million of CO2 equivalent, an additional $10.5-trillion needs to be invested over that time period, the IEA said.

General Environment News


Britain seeks to expand nuclear energy

10 new plants planned as nation looks for ways to cut emissions

The Washington Post, November 10, 2009, by Anthony Faiola

LONDON -- The British government unveiled plans Monday to launch one of the world's most ambitious expansions of nuclear-power capacity, calling for the construction of 10 plants to help meet surging energy demands in the era of global warming. 

After years of resistance to construction of nuclear-power plants, the British plan underscored how nations around the world are scrambling to find ways to generate more energy while slashing the emissions that cause climate change. To do that, nations including the United States are considering more reliance on nuclear power, which, while generating radioactive waste, produces almost no carbon emissions. 

To keep the lights on in Britain while meeting strict goals to slash emissions, the government of Prime Minister Gordon Brown identified 10 sites in England and Wales for new nuclear plants, with the first expected to come online by 2018. Many of the plants are envisioned to replace aging plants that are set to be decommissioned in coming years and are a vestige of a period of accelerated nuclear construction from the 1950s to 1980s. 

"The threat of climate change means we need to make a transition from a system that relies heavily on high-carbon fossil fuels to a radically different system that includes nuclear, renewable and clean-coal power," Edward Miliband, Britain's energy and climate secretary, told Parliament on Monday. 

As part of the plan, Miliband said, the government would forbid the construction of coal-fired power plants without carbon-capture technology, which allows the plants to catch the carbon emissions produced when coal is burned to generate electricity. He also reiterated goals of generating 30 percent of British electricity from renewable sources such as wind and solar power by 2020; today Britain generates less than 3 percent from renewables, compared with 7 percent in the United States and 15 percent in Germany. 

Because of high costs, coal carbon-capture systems are not considered commercially viable at the moment, and there has been strong resistance in Britain, as in other parts of the world, to the construction of wind farms because they would destroy views of the countryside. The nuclear plants, meanwhile, would go up in communities with existing reactors where the population remains generally supportive of nuclear-power generation. 

Experts have warned that the government may have to relent on vows to avoid major subsidies for the plants, which will cost billions to build. Some utilities planning nuclear-power plants in Britain are calling for special levies to help defray costs, which could mean higher electric bills for millions of Britons. 

"One of the sticking points is, how do you pay for expensive new nuclear plants?" said Malcolm Grimston, associate fellow for energy and environment at Chatham House, a London-based think tank. "The government says it doesn't want to subsidize them directly, but in the end, they will likely have to offer something." 

Carbon storage? Not under my house!

The Washington Post, November 10, 2009, by AOIFE WHITE

BARENDRECHT, Netherlands -- The people of this small Dutch town are not against pumping tons of carbon dioxide into the ground to fight global warming. 

They just wish it wasn't right beneath their houses. "Who wants to live in Barendrecht if one of these CO2 things is built?" said retiree Marianne van Heugten. 

The carbon dioxide storage experiment by Royal Dutch Shell and the Dutch government is only one of a dozen such projects across Europe to test a technology that could potentially slash emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide into the atmosphere by storing it underground. 

That would allow countries that have lots of coal, such as China and the United States, to cut emissions while using the cheap but polluting fossil fuel. Carbon dioxide from the burning of such fuels is considered the chief cause of global warming. 

But questions remain about the technology and its costs and risks even as the EU prepares to spend billions on it. 

If it works, the technology would buy the world time in the fight againt global warming by reducing emissions until cleaner energy sources can be developed - and help the EU keep big promises. Three weeks before global talks on a new climate change pact in Copenhagen, the EU says it is ready to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 95 percent by 2050. The EU thinks carbon storage could shave up to 10 percent off global emissions by 2030 and 20 percent by 2050. 

The European Union has pledged some euro1.05 billion in initial financing and will raise extra funding - likely some euro4.5 billion - from selling permits to emit greenhouse gases under a cap-and-trade system where companies need to pay to pollute more. 

It is also calling for all new coal-fired power stations built after 2020 to be capable of capturing carbon - even if the technology isn't ready to be rolled out by then. 

The Dutch government must decide whether to overrule Barendrecht residents objections or push forward with the unknown risks of storage under one of the most densely populated parts of Europe. Most current storage sites are in isolated areas. 

The project would pump 10 million metric tons of carbon dioxide starting from 2011 into two depleted gas fields 2 kilometers (more than a mile) under the town. The gas fields are considered by some a safer choice than current experiments under the the North Sea and the Sahara Desert where a water-bearing rock layer, or aquifer, is being used. 

It's only a trial; Shell says the Netherlands might need to store 30 million metric tons a year by 2025 and the entire country could potentially store 1 billion metric tons. 

Some 43,000 people live in Barendrecht, a suburb 18 kilometers (12 miles) from Rotterdam and its port, Europe's busiest. Real estate agent Frits Markus says worries about the project could affect the average euro280,000 house price. People "will be scared that CO2 will be stored under where they live, they will feel their houses will lose value, and will have trouble selling them." 

Carbon dioxide, which provides the fizz in soft drinks, is naturally present in the atmosphere although levels have soared since start of the industrial revolution. Plants take it in and people breathe it out. But a sudden release of large amounts can kill by asphyxiation. Some 1,700 people died when a cloud of carbon dioxide escaped from a volcanic lake in Cameroon in 1986. 

A slow leak would simply negate the costly efforts to store the gas. Greenpeace says this could happen if stored carbon dioxide mixes with water underground to from a weak carbonic acid that could corrode pipelines and rocks. 

In Barendrecht, town council member Simon Zuurbier says he doesn't fear a blowout under his town, something he says is only likely to happen when carbon dioxide is being injected into the site. But he isn't sure the government will always be able to monitor "eternal storage." 

Stuart Haszeldine, a geology professor at the University of Edinburgh, says "nothing like" a dramatic blowout would happen at a depleted gas field because the carbon dioxide would be injected with relatively little extra pressure and only the gas in the borehole - and not the entire site - would be likely to escape. 

Such "confined space" oil and gas fields are far safer and easier to monitor, he says, because energy companies understand the geology better than storage at other possible sites like aquifers where the carbon dioxide can move sidewise into the rock with more potential to leak. 

Shell's plans to pipe the gas to Barendrecht would turn the town into a waste landfill, claim local campaign group CO2isNee. It's being labeled a dump, of sorts, that seems to anger locals the most. 

"The value of houses, that's the real worry here," said resident Herman Bakker. 

Barendrecht's town council refused to grant local permits and now worries that the Dutch government could overrule it by citing the national interest. Councilman Zuurbier warned against that. 

"Here in Barendrecht there will never be any support for this," he said. "You need a general public support for the success of this new ambition. If you start this new policy with a conflict with Barendrecht ... that is a very nasty start for your general public acceptance." 

Carbon capture and storage, or CCS, is the hope for the energy industry, European Commission environment official Jos Delbeke told a Brussels conference recently: "No realistic projections beyond 2020 give any hope of turning the global energy sector around without using CCS," he said. 

The technology also has the potential to reverse global warming if ways are found to strip the extra CO2 added to the atmosphere in the last 250 years and lock it away underground. 

Shell believes that the rock that safely harbored natural gas for millions of years could also be filled with carbon dioxide - and that Barendrecht could show that empty gas fields elsewhere could be used in the same way. 

"We need to show you that it works, we need to show you that it's safe to store CO2 underground over long periods of time," said Graeme Sweeney, chief executive of Shell Renewables and chairman of the Zero Emissions Platform - a group of companies, nonprofit groups and academics lobbying for the technology. 

Coal already provides 30 percent of the European Union's electricity, half of Germany's and 70 percent of China's power. But it is also the fossil fuel that puts out the most greenhouse gases and climate campaigners say Europe must give it up. 

And the technology won't be cheap. Apart from the huge price tags for special equipment, European electricity producers warn it will drive up the cost of electricity because the process of capturing carbon dioxide means the plant must generate 30 percent more energy. 

Even environmentalists can't agree. Stephan Singer of environmentalist group WWF-Europe says carbon capture must be explored because fossil fuels aren't going to disappear in the next 20 years. "Coal will unfortunately survive ... because of security of supply concerns which are bigger drivers than environmental concerns," he said. 

Others such as Greenpeace see carbon capture as an expensive gamble with government money that should be used for renewable energy such as wind or solar. 

"Our position is, if companies want to pay to research this technology, to prove that it's safe and effective and can work, they're more than welcome to do so," Emily Rochon of Greenpeace said. "But governments really need to focus on sustainable energy technologies that are available now." 

"There are concerns about the ability to safely and permanently store CO2 underground," she said. "The oldest (one) has only been operating for 13 years, and so there's still a lot to learn about CCS." 

Even if the technology works at an acceptable price, Rochon says "you still need the public to accept it." 

EPA May Need More Time On Raising Ethanol Blend

Reuters, November 10, 2009, by Tom Doggett

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency may not meet a December 1 deadline to decide whether to approve an industry request to boost the amount of ethanol that can be blended into gasoline, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson told Reuters on Monday.

Growth Energy and 54 ethanol manufacturers petitioned the EPA last March to allow gasoline to contain up to 15 percent ethanol by volume, known as E15. U.S. gasoline is now approved to contain up to 10 percent of ethanol, which in the United States is made mostly from corn.

But the head of the EPA said the agency may have to work past the December 1 deadline because it is still reviewing test results on how the higher blend rate would affect engines "across the board," -- including cars, trucks, snow mobiles, motor boats and lawnmowers.

Obama Will Go To Copenhagen To Clinch Deal

Reuters, November 10, 2009, by Patricia Wilson and Matt Spetalnick

WASHINGTON - U.S. President Barack Obama said on Monday he would travel to Copenhagen next month if a climate summit is on the verge of a framework deal and his presence there will make a difference in clinching it.

It was Obama's strongest assertion yet he may go to Denmark in mid-December to help secure a new global compact in the fight against climate change, a process clouded by disputes between rich countries and big developing nations.

"If I am confident that all of the countries involved are bargaining in good faith and we are on the brink of a meaningful agreement and my presence in Copenhagen will make a difference in tipping us over edge then certainly that's something that I will do," Obama told Reuters in an interview.

Obama, who has faced resistance from opposition Republicans and even some fellow Democrats to setting caps on greenhouse gas emissions, acknowledged that the U.S. Senate would not pass climate change legislation before Copenhagen.

Delays in the U.S. Congress have rankled European allies and added to questions about how significant the deal that emerges from Copenhagen will ultimately be.

But Obama insisted he remained optimistic that the December 7-18 summit could yield a "framework" agreement.

"I think the question is can we create a set of principles, building blocks, that allow for ongoing and continuing progress on the issue and that's something I'm confident we can achieve," he said.

Obama made clear he considers his talks with Chinese leaders during an Asia tour later this month to be crucial in clearing remaining obstacles to some kind of accord.

"The key now is for the United States and China, the two largest emitters in the world, is to be able to come up with a framework that, along with other big emitters like the Europeans and those countries that are projected to be large emitters in the future, like India, can all buy into," he said.

"I remain optimistic that between now and Copenhagen that we can arrive at that framework," he added.

Dirty Air, Heat, Cold May All Trigger Heart Attacks

Reuters, November 10, 2009, by Anne Harding

NEW YORK - Extreme temperatures and heavy air pollution boost heart attack risk, according to a major new study.

And on days when the air is extra dirty and the temperature is unusually hot or cold, the effects are likely to be particularly bad, given that temperature and pollution seem to harm the body in different ways, Dr. Krishnan Bhaskaran of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in the UK, the lead author of the research, told Reuters Health.

Several studies have linked changes in temperature to increases in deaths due to any cause, as well as heart disease mortality, Bhaskaran and his team note in their reports. But looking at heart attacks-not just deaths from heart disease-could offer a more accurate picture of the overall health risks of temperature changes and air pollution, they say, and might also offer clues to why they may trigger heart attack in high-risk people.

In two separate reports, the researchers reviewed 19 studies on temperature and heart attack and 26 examining air pollution and heart attack.

In the 12 temperature studies that collected winter data, eight showed short-term increases in heart attack risk with colder temperatures. Seven of the 13 studies that looked at the effects of warmer temperatures found increased heart attack risk in hotter weather.

Cold temperatures seemed to have a greater effect on heart attack risk in areas that were warmer, on average, Bhaskaran and colleagues note, suggesting that people living in colder areas may be better adapted to dips in temperature. But hot days boosted heart attack risk whether they happened in Sweden or Brazil.

In a city that normally sees 10 heart attacks a day, Bhaskaran explained, the findings show there might be an extra one to four heart attacks on the hottest or coldest days.

"There was a lot of variation in the methods and quality of the studies we reviewed, so more work is needed in this area, but we thought the results were consistent enough to suggest that these effects are real," he added.

The evidence from the pollution studies was less clear-cut, the researcher said, but overall suggested that the risk of heart attack increases with levels of several different pollutants. Also, he noted, there appeared to be no "safe" level of air pollution at which no effect on heart attack risk was seen.

"Our findings would suggest that further lowering limits would likely further reduce the health burden associated with pollution, which is of course a desirable outcome," he said.

Governments can also make an effort to alert at-risk people when extreme temperatures or high levels of pollution are expected, the researcher said. He noted that the UK now makes automated phone calls to people with emphysema when they are at risk due to changes in temperature; this, he said, has led to a reduction in hospital admissions for lung disease patients.

In an editorial accompanying the study, Professor David E. Newby of the University of Edinburgh and colleagues note that efforts to control air pollution are likely to help reduce carbon dioxide emissions as well, possibly helping to alleviate the effects of climate change down the road.

Financing Challenges for Geothermal Power

The New York Times, November 10, 2009, by Jim Witkin

With just over 70 operating plants offering capacity of around 3,100 megawatts, the United States is the global leader in generating electrical power from geothermal resources, according to a recent report from Islandsbanki, an Icelandic bank that provides investment and financial services to the sustainable energy sector.

Of course, this represents less than 1 percent of the electricity generation of the United States, and while estimates from the bank’s “United States Geothermal Energy Market Report” suggest the country could greatly expand this capacity, securing financing for geothermal projects remains dicey. 

Using current technologies, the report found, the United States could generate another 40,000 megawatts from geothermal resources, while the development of new enhanced geothermal systems could bring an additional 517,800 megawatts online.

Geothermal resources also have the advantage of providing continuous base-load power at a competitive cost compared with alternatives, the study suggested. “Taking into account the long life span of a geothermal plant, its up-time, base-load capacity and predictability, it provides a levelized cost of electricity that is very cost competitive against not only renewable, but also traditional energy sources.”

Still, “financing and the availability of equity will remain the key challenge for the geothermal sector,” as interest in geothermal projects by investors lags behind wind and solar projects.

Large capital costs required for drilling and the risk to this capital until the resource has been proven creates an “investment bottleneck,” said C.J. Arrigo of Glacier Partners, a corporate advisory firm focused on the geothermal-energy sector and authors of “Geothermal Economics 101.” 

For a typical project, they assume 50 percent of the cost is spent on drilling four to six production wells that provide heat, water and flow rates required to operate the plant. Exploration technologies do a good job of locating the heat source, but have less success ensuring a good flow of water.

An average 20 percent failure rate during this exploration and drilling phase represents more risk than most investors are willing to bear, said Mr. Arrigo in a telephone interview.

The stimulus package should improve the financing situation. Due to a lack of debt financing caused by the credit crisis, the package provides loan guarantees. And because of the decreased tax appetite for production tax credits, the package offers investment tax credits and cash grants in lieu of credits.

The grant system, administered by the Treasury Department, allows the project developers to receive an upfront payment equivalent to the value of any tax credits, which should prove especially useful for geothermal projects.

“These will all help to get some banks back into the lending business for geothermal,” said Alex Richter, the director of Islandsbanki’s Sustainable Energy group in an e-mail message.

Utilities obligated to comply with state quotas for renewable-energy sourcing will also favor geothermal and “pay a higher price for electricity from geothermal in power-purchase agreements,” Mr. Richter said, because it provides reliable, base-load power compared with wind and solar.

Twenty-nine states have enacted standards that will require utilities to use a specified percentage of renewables in their energy portfolio. 

Iceland meets roughly 99 percent of its electrical demand with renewables: 30 percent from geothermal and the rest from hydroelectric. 

Also, almost all heating needs in the country are provided by geothermal systems. After its own banking crisis, the country has two major resources to draw on: its fishing industry and renewable-energy expertise. Mr. Richter said he expected that “energy and particularly geothermal will play a major role in rebuilding Iceland’s economy.”

EPA study finds toxic chemicals in fish widespread

San Francisco Chronicle, November 10, 2009, by  DINA CAPPIELLO

Nearly half of lakes and reservoirs nationwide contain fish with potentially harmful levels of the toxic metal mercury, according to a federal study released Tuesday.

The Environmental Protection Agency found mercury — a pollutant primarily released from coal-fired power plants — and polychlorinated biphenyls in all fish samples it collected from 500 lakes and reservoirs from 2000-2003. At 49 percent of those lakes and reservoirs, mercury concentrations exceeded levels that the EPA says are safe for people eating average amounts of fish.

Mercury consumed by eating fish can damage the nervous system and cause learning disabilities in developing fetuses and young children.

Fewer lakes and reservoirs — 17 percent — had fish containing polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, above recommended levels. PCBs were widely used as coolants and lubricants until they were banned in the late 1970s, but because they last in the environment for long periods of time, they can still be found in fish. PCBs have been linked to cancer and other health effects.

The study is the latest to highlight how widespread mercury pollution has become.

In August, the U.S. Geological Survey released a study of fish contamination based on a a survey of 300 streams nationwide. That research found mercury in all fish sampled, but only about a quarter of the fish had mercury levels exceeding EPA levels.

The EPA said Tuesday its findings underscore the need to further reduce mercury pollution and make sure that fish consumption advisories are followed.

Earlier this year, the Obama administration said it would begin crafting a new regulations to control mercury emissions from power plants after a federal appeals court threw out plans drafted by the Bush administration and favored by industry. The EPA also has also proposed a new regulation to clamp down on emissions of mercury from cement plants.

Alaska Air Group believes smaller is better

San Francisco Chronicle, November 10, 2009, by HARRY R. WEBER,

The parent company of Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air believes the company's smaller size relative to some of its bigger rivals is an advantage in a financially challenging environment.

Alaska Air Group Inc. Chief Executive Bill Ayer told an investor conference in New York on Tuesday that the company's size enables it to make changes faster.

He said he is optimistic about the company's future. It posted a profit in the third quarter, while several bigger carriers reported losses.

Alaska Air Group has consistently resisted talk by analysts that it could be an attractive acquisition target of a big network carrier.

Together, Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air serve more than 90 cities through their network in Alaska, Hawaii, the continental U.S., Canada and Mexico. Alaska Air Group, which is based in Seattle, has a marketing alliance with Delta Air Lines Inc., the world's biggest airline. Delta is based in Atlanta.

Chief Financial Officer Glenn Johnson said Alaska Airlines' capacity, as measured by available seat miles, is projected to increase 1 percent to 2 percent in 2010, while Horizon Air's capacity is expected to be flat.

He said the company's lower capital expenditures — estimated to be $253 million in 2010, compared to $440 million this year — will give it more financial flexibility.

Johnson said the carrier's amount of cash on hand was 36 percent of its revenue as of Sept. 30, a much higher percentage than some of its peers.

Ayer said he is optimistic about Alaska Air's future. He said encouraging customers to fly Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air will be key.

"They vote with their wallet and they vote with their feet," Ayer said.

Meanwhile, the Department of Transportation has still not made a decision on Alaska Airlines' petition questioning the citizenship status of privately held carrier Virgin America, which is based in Burlingame, Calif. Alaska Airlines is among the carriers that stands to gain if Virgin America's ability to operate in the U.S. is impeded.

In February, Alaska Airlines asked the government to determine whether Virgin America continues to meet the qualifications for being a U.S. air carrier. Virgin America has said it complies with U.S. regulations.

Addressing a question about the status of the petition, Keith Loveless, Alaska Air Group's general counsel, said at Tuesday's investor conference that the DOT appears to have a "limited appetite" for such inquiries.

The DOT has said little beyond that it has been reviewing Alaska Airlines' allegations.

Freakonomists get freaky on climate change

San Francisco Chronicle, November 10, 2009

The authors of Freakonomics have a new book out. Perhaps the title, which echoes those of some memorably bad Hollywood sequels (not to mention an over-hyped 80s song), ought to be warning enough that the book offers too much of a good thing: SuperFreakonomics. The pressure was on to challenge common wisdom in all of its forms. Driving drunk is good for you; condoms are overrated and so is climate change. (Only one of these isn't actually an argument made in the book.)

Levitt and Dubner

Perhaps Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner's argument (as recounted by the New Yorker's Elizabeth Kolbert in an article that's well worth the read) can be instructive, after all, though. 

The Steves assert that the real effects of the buildup of CO2 in the atmosphere aren't fully understood. I'll concede: The theory of anthropogenic climate change is still blurry around the edges.

They say that when doubt is at play, humans tend to imagine the worst. I'm not sure I agree with that—denial is a powerful thing—but I'll go along for the ride.

But here's where they go terribly, terribly wrong. The Steves say that, in the face of such uncertainty, expensive—and, it should be said, completely safe and probably a good idea even if it weren't for climate change—fixes like renewable energy are a bad choice. You know what would be better? Screwing up the climate more with, err, expensive and unproven fixes like spewing known particulate pollutants into the air and seeding clouds.

OK, you got me, Steves: You defied conventional wisdom, and wisdom altogether. Indeed, you've reminded me of another Stephen: Colbert.

The other Kolbert puts it thus: "Though climate change is a grave problem, Levitt and Dubner treat it mainly as an opportunity to show how clever they are." Indeed. It seems that any answer that's not the obvious one, anything that doesn't imply that "mistakes were made" in our love affair with fossil fuel and technology, and especially a solution that will allow us to take that love affair even further, has an appeal that renewables can't.

It was the Daily Show, however, not the Colbert Report, that hosted Levitt, and the economist offered a lot of hedges and caveats about his argument. Jon Stewart, however, is turning out to be a climate skeptic, even echoing the tedious right-wing talking point that environmentalism is a secular religion. Freaky.

Other critiques of Levitt and Dubner's climate change argument can be found on the Union of Concerned Scientists website, Real Climate (a website authored by climate scientists), Climate Progress (the blog of climate policy expert Joseph Romm), the Huffington Post, and Nobel-winning economist Paul Krugman's blog

Merkel wants climate action from US, China, India

San Francisco Chronicle, November 10, 2009, by GEIR MOULSON

German Chancellor Angela Merkel called Tuesday for the U.S., China and India to make substantive pledges of action against global warming in order to prevent the failure of next month's climate summit in Copenhagen.

"A failure of the world climate conference in Copenhagen would set back international climate policy by years," Merkel said in a speech to parliament outlining her new government's agenda. "We cannot afford that."

Merkel said the European Union has put forward a clear position on fighting climate change, and "we now expect contributions from the USA and countries such as China and India."

"A substantial political agreement is essential and the condition for an internationally binding ... protocol for the time after 2013," she said.

The Copenhagen conference, aimed at drawing up an accord that would replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol to curb emissions of greenhouse gases blamed for global warming when it expires, starts on Dec. 7.

Merkel indicated that she would attend the meeting if success appeared likely. She did not define what a "substantial political agreement" would entail.

In a speech last week to the U.S. Congress, Merkel placed special emphasis on the need for a climate change accord and said that "we have no time to lose."

Merkel won re-election in September, achieving a majority for a new center-right government after four years in an awkward "grand coalition" of right and left. The conservative's new coalition with the pro-business Free Democrats took office Oct. 28.

She told lawmakers that its top priority will be overcoming the effects of the economic crisis, and defended plans — which remain vague — to cut and reform income tax starting in 2011 in a bid to stimulate growth.

Germany's export-dependent economy, Europe's biggest, returned to modest growth in the second quarter following a deep recession. Still, Merkel warned that the country isn't yet over the crisis.

"The full impact of the effects of the crisis will reach us next year," Merkel added, with Germany's budget deficit set to reach 5 percent in 2010 — above a European Union-imposed limit of 3 percent.

In a break from her previous government, Merkel's new coalition wants to halt a plan to shut Germany's nuclear power plants by 2021, extending the lives of some of the 17 until more renewable energy is available. Details have yet to be resolved.

Turning to foreign policy, Merkel renewed a call for a strategy to eventually hand over responsibility in Afghanistan to local forces. Germany has more than 4,000 soldiers serving in an unpopular mission there.

Gore outlines his solutions for planet peril

San Francisco Chronicle, November 10, 2009

Former Vice President Al Gore has a plan to end climate change, and over 1,000 Marinites got a chance to hear about that plan in person, when he appeared at Dominican University, in San Rafael on Monday evening.

Gore, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 for his climate change awareness efforts, is currently on a nationwide book tour to promote Our Choice: A Plan To Solve The Climate Crisis, his manifesto for changing our current policies and practices that result in a warming planet.

Frequently punctuating his talk with humor, insight and passion, Gore looked totally at ease while addressing Marin, in what could only be described as preaching to the choir. 

"I love Marin County. It's more or less a cross-section of America," said Gore after getting a large round of applause to one of his points, then adding, "I wish! I would've just completed my second term as President!" 

We talk boldly about free trade but do nothing to achieve it

THE GLOBE AND MAIL, November 10, 2009, by JEFFREY SIMPSON

Pascal Lamy, the head of the World Trade Organization, was in Canada last week and displayed why he is one of the world's top diplomats.

Asked at a gala dinner in Toronto about Canada's supply-managed agricultural sector, he said some countries want free trade in agriculture, while other want protection. Canada has a foot in both camps. As such, he observed, Canada might be helpful in finding solutions.

They give gold medals at diplomacy schools for such adroitness. That he spoke in French meant most of his Toronto audience missed the verbal performance, but it was a beauty. Except, of course, that it was wrong.

Canada isn't looking to lead in the stalled world trade talks, just as it isn't trying to lead in next month's Copenhagen climate-change negotiations. In both cases, Canada is among the laggard countries, holding back change, hoping, actually, for very little progress in order not to upset domestic interests.

One of the best things that could happen to the sluggish world economy would be a world trade deal. It would not only spur trade but would improve productivity in the developed world, and give the developing countries a better shake in product areas where they might have a competitive advantage.

The major stumbling block remains agricultural subsidies, not just in the developed world but in countries such as India, which, with China, helped to torpedo agreement in the last negotiating push.

Farm subsidies are massive, both in absolute terms and in relation to the small number of farmers in the big developed countries. In Canada, there are farmers - such as those who raise cattle and grow grain - who compete internationally and win. They want subsides reduced, especially in Europe.

But then there are the supply-managed farmers who hold in thrall Canadian politicians of every stripe. How much in thrall? Before the last WTO sessions, the House of Commons voted unanimously to instruct negotiators not to yield an inch so as to maintain the stratospheric tariff rates that protect dairy products, poultry and eggs.

It's a racket that hurts Canadian consumers, especially low-income ones for whom food takes up a large share of total family income, and processors. But the merest hint of a lessening of the tariffs brings the supply-management lobby swarming over Ottawa, and to the international negotiating sessions, holding Canadian negotiators' feet to the fire.

As a result, Canada huddles in a corner with the agricultural protectionists such as South Korea, Japan, France and a few others, determined to scuttle progress. It's the same defensive posture that hurts Canada's efforts to negotiate bilateral free-trade deals that would generally be so helpful to a country with a small internal market that is so dependent on foreign trade.

Supply management arose in the 1970s as a direct response to the separatist threat in Quebec, where farmers are hugely consequential and exceedingly powerful. The Trudeau Liberals essentially tried to buy them off with supply management. Dairy, poultry and egg farmers elsewhere immediately saw how helpful protectionism could be for them.

The Harper Conservatives, nominally free marketeers, ought to abhor supply management, except they have lots of rural Quebec and Ontario MPs. And remember that the government's principal political preoccupation was to tickle Quebec's tummy, at least until Quebeckers kicked them in the privates in the last election.

The Conservatives might hope to win in Quebec some day, but they always win in Alberta and Saskatchewan. These provinces form the party's core support. They are also major fossil fuel producers, with per capita greenhouse-gas emissions far above the national average.

With Stephen Harper and Environment Minister Jim Prentice both tied to Alberta, the government will do just about anything to protect the tar sands from being adversely affected by Copenhagen agreements or any bilateral deal with the United States.

Entering Copenhagen, the Canadian position is being mocked by experts at home and abroad, because no one outside the government's propaganda machine believes current policies will allow Canada to reduce emissions by 20 per cent by 2020.

As a result, Canada's Copenhagen performance will be modelled on the one used at international trade negotiations: Talk boldly about wanting progress, while doing almost nothing to achieve it.

Green push just the ticket

The Montréal Gazette, November 10, 2009, by MONIQUE BEAUDIN

It seems like a no-brainer - leaving your car at home and going to school or work by bus is a good move for the planet.

Apparently it's not clear, even to public-transit users.

When the Société de transport de Montréal met with focus groups to ask users what they did for the environment, most people said things like recycling. But public-transit users, even those who took the métro or bus twice a day five days a week, didn't see that as a plus for the planet, Denise Vaillancourt, the STM's head of planning, marketing and communications, told a national public-transit conference yesterday.

The STM saw an opportunity to get people to think about transit in a new way, and increase its ridership, and help to meet Montreal's goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 20 per cent over 2002 levels by 2012. The agency, which runs Montreal's bus and métro services, radically changed its approach to attracting new clients: In its marketing campaigns, it started linking public transit to a greener, cleaner planet.

"When we want to differentiate between cars and public transit, it's clear that public transit is a better choice for the environment," Vaillancourt said in an interview.

The agency realized that it had a lot of work to do to educate its current and prospective customers about how using public transit can reduce pollution, improve air quality and cut greenhouse gas emissions. It rebranded itself in the spring as a green alternative, and began highlighting its own efforts to operate sustainably - using biodegradable soap to clean buses, recycling fluorescent light bulbs and using new bus driving techniques to save fuel.

Its advertising on bus shelters, the sides of buses and on métro platforms made the environment-transit link - how a bus full of people is the equivalent of taking 50 cars off the road, or that the métro has run on electricity since 1966. The STM also created the societyinmotion.org website, where people could learn about sustainable travel, and comment on the agency's environment-related activities.

The campaign, with its white backgrounds and blue, yellow and green text and images, has captured people's attention, Vaillancourt said.

"They find it refreshing, the colours are bright," Vaillancourt said, adding that people think the agency has increased its advertising. "But we aren't doing any more publicity than before."

As for whether the STM's green shift has had an impact on ridership, it's too soon to tell, Vaillancourt said. Ridership numbers aren't available yet, but surveys done over the summer found that the agency had a customer satisfaction rate of 88 per cent, up from 85 per cent in 2008.

"We're sure that this new positioning made a difference," Vaillancourt said.
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Secretary-General calls for global alliance to protect world’s biodiversity

As a year-long campaign to safeguard the world’s biological diversity gets underway, Secretary-General called on countries and people all over the planet to engage in a global alliance to protect life on Earth.

The General Assembly proclaimed 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity to raise awareness of the unprecedented loss of species – at a rate that some experts estimate to be 1,000 times the natural progression – as a result of human activities.

“A wide variety of environmental goods and services that we take for granted are under threat, with profound and damaging consequences for ecosystems, economies and livelihoods,” Mr. Ban stated in a message issued yesterday, when initial celebrations – under the slogan “Biodiversity is life, biodiversity is our life” – began.

 “In this International Year, we must counter the perception that people are disconnected from our natural environment,” he added. “We must increase understanding of the implications of losing biodiversity. In 2010, I call on every country and each citizen of our planet to engage in a global alliance to protect life on Earth.”

The Secretary-General also called for generating a greater sense of urgency and establishing clear and concrete targets, stating that the failure to protect biodiversity should be a “wake-up call.” 

In a separate video message issued yesterday, Mr. Ban said that the consequences of biodiversity loss for economies and people will be “profound,” especially for the world’s poorest. In addition, he cited the need for a “new vision,” noting that the goal set by world leaders in 2002 to substantially reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010 will not be met.

In September 2010, the Assembly will hold a special high-level meeting to give the international community an opportunity to demonstrate much-needed leadership on the issue. That will be followed in October by the Biodiversity Summit to be held in Nagoya, Japan, which will adopt a new strategic plan for implementing the UN Convention on Biological Diversity.

“2010 is going to be a historical year for the biodiversity family,” the Convention’s Executive Secretary, Ahmed Djoghlaf, told a news conference in New York last week, as he launched the logo for the Year whic h shows intertwining representations of flora, fauna and human figures within the figures 2010.

UNICEF chief focuses on child health, climate change on visit to Mali

The head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said greater attention should be paid to the negative impact of climate change on the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people, especially children, as she toured the West African nation of Mali.

Ann M. Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF, discussed child health and climate change with President Amadou Toumani Toure and other officials in the landlocked country, where over half the population lives below the poverty line.

“One in five children in Mali do not survive to see their fifth birthday. Most of these children are dying from preventable diseases like pneumonia, diarrhoea and malaria, often exacerbated by under nutrition. In Mali, 32 per cent of children under 5 years old are under weight.”

As part of her 5 to 8 November visit, Ms. Veneman visited Timbuktu which has been severely impacted by climate change. Situated in the Sahel region of northern Mali, the city’s branches of the Niger River have dried up due to drought and much of the land is now arid and unable to yield crops.

She praised a food-for-work programme in Timbuktu, supported by the World Food Programme (WFP), where women grow vegetables and rice on land that has been reclaimed from the advancing desert. The women are also planting trees as part of a reforestation programme.

“These women are empowered to produce needed food while adapting to the impact of climate change,” said Ms. Veneman.

“As the Copenhagen climate change summit approaches, it is important to recognize that climate change is adversely affecting the lives of the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people.”

Countries will meet next month in the Danish capital to agree on a new climate change agreement that would enter into effect after the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions expires in 2012.

The Executive Director and President Toure also launched a month of activities commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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SECRETARY-GENERAL IN WASHINGTON FOR CLIMATE CHANGE MEETINGS
· The Secretary-General is in Washington, D.C., where this morning he met with White House officials dealing with climate change.
  

· In the afternoon, he will meet with Congressional leaders to talk about the status of international climate change negotiations. 

[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "award" ��UN News Center: Eco-friendly initiatives recognized with UN-backed award�














The Washington Post:  Senate intensifies climate bill efforts


The New York Times: Fresh Demands From ‘Front-Line States’ in Climate Fight


San Francisco Chronicle: EPA move seen as sign Obama acting on warming
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The Washington Post: Britain seeks to expand nuclear energy


The Washington Post:  Carbon storage? Not under my house!


Reuters: EPA May Need More Time On Raising Ethanol Blend


Reuters:  Obama Will Go To Copenhagen To Clinch Deal


Reuters: Dirty Air, Heat, Cold May All Trigger Heart Attacks
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San Francisco Chronicle: EPA study finds toxic chemicals in fish widespread
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