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UN News Centre: Green energy on rise across Africa but still lags behind other regions – UN

17 November 2009 

More green energy and climate-friendly projects target Africa than ever before, but the numbers still lag behind Asia and Latin America, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today. 

The projects, from renewable energies to tree planting, are part of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Protocol – the global emissions reduction treaty. They allow developed countries to reduce emissions and meet global warming commitments by investing in carbon reduction projects in developing countries. 

A total of 112 CDM Africa projects, worth a total of Euros 212 million a year, are at “validation, requesting registration or registered,” UNEP said, noting that this is up from 78 projects in 2008 and just two in 2004. 

Around 80 per cent of the projects are in sub-Saharan Africa, with 28 projects underway or planned in South Africa, followed by 14 in Kenya. In North Africa, Egypt has 13 projects, followed by Morocco with 10. 

The projects include two large solar water heating projects in South Africa, the promotion of energy efficient light bulbs in rural Senegal and a municipal waste-composting project in Uganda. 

Experts say the latest figures underline the importance of Africa’s Governments pressing for reform in the weeks before the UN Climate Change Convention meeting in Copenhagen from 7 to 18 December. 

At the same time, they noted that while the figures are cause for optimism, they also underline how few projects are currently flowing into Africa when compared with several other parts of the world. 

Globally, there are over 4,730 CDM projects operating or close to approval. The lion’s share is in Asia and the Pacific with a total of just over 3,700 projects, followed by Latin America and the Caribbean with close to 820. 

These issues will be part of the agenda at the Green Electricity Conference organized by UNEP, the Kenyan Government and the French development agency AFD in Nairobi on 23 and 24 November. 
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Telegraph (UK): Copenhagen climate conference: more a planting than a burial 

7:04AM GMT 18 Nov 2009

There is life yet in next month's climate talks, despite the doomsayers' doubts. But, says Geoffrey Lean, time is running out for Barack Obama to secure Senate backing for his offer of emission cuts. 

Did Mark Twain ever fetch up in Copenhagen? Not as far as I can make out, though Samuel Langhorne Clemens (to give his real name) was one of the best-travelled men of his day, visiting Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Greece, Switzerland, Belgium and the Netherlands, as well as Asia, Africa, Australia, the Middle East and, of course, much of North America. But the great novelist and the climate conference due next month in the Little Mermaid's city have something in common. Reports of their deaths have both, in Twain's much quoted words, been "greatly exaggerated". 

Solemn obituaries for next month's summit thronged the media on both sides of the Atlantic on Monday, after both Barack Obama and Lars Løkke Rasmussen – who, as Prime Minister of Denmark, will chair it – admitted that it would not be able to finalise a new, legally binding climate treaty, as originally intended. But these reports were, at the least, premature. The patient's condition had not even deteriorated, and the supposed cadaver yesterday promptly scrambled to its feet again. 

It has been known for many weeks that the treaty would not be ready in time, and a host of authorities – including Ban Ki-moon, Angela Merkel and the Danish government itself – have been saying so. The sclerotic UN negotiating system has been unable to get a text together soon enough, and that equally dysfunctional institution, the US Congress, is dragging its heels over passing the domestic legislation that Obama needs before he can strike a final deal. 

What Rasmussen and Obama suggested has also been on the table, as the only likely solution, all autumn – a so-called "politically binding" agreement in which all the elements of the treaty are agreed, even if it cannot be formalised. Far from seeking to string out the negotiations, as reported, the Danish premier actually insisted: "We cannot do half a deal in Copenhagen and postpone the rest till later," adding that the agreement should be "precise on specific commitments" and "provide for immediate action". 

Yesterday, as if to ram the point home, Obama and President Hu of China – the two men, leading the two greatest polluters, on whom success or failure at Copenhagen most depends – agreed to take "significant" action against their CO2 emissions. Reporting on their talks in Beijing, the US President echoed Rasmussen's largely unpublicised goal. "Our aim," he said, "is not a partial accord or a political declaration, but rather an accord that covers all of the issues in the negotiations and has an immediate operational effect." And a preparatory meeting of environment ministers in Copenhagen made good progress. So the corpse is alive, if not yet kicking. 

None of this, of course, prevented the gathering of a raucous cortege. Those opposing a treaty could scarcely contain their glee, while environmental pressure groups vented what they must have known to be untimely outrage. Greenpeace International accused Rasmussen of putting "Obama's political difficulties ahead of the survival of the world's most vulnerable countries". Even Rajendra K Pachauri, chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change – who should certainly know better – called it "an abandonment of moral responsibility". 

Little of this is surprising, for many have an interest in reducing expectations for Copenhagen. Some governments seek to cover their backs in case it fails. Polluters, and their supporters, hope that pronouncing its obsequies will be self-fulfilling. And it is central to the green groups' fundraising strategy to portray governments as hopelessly compromised – and themselves as the only ones who can save the world. The surprise is that so many fell for the synchronised spinning. 

Back in the real world, the prospects for agreement in Copenhagen are actually slightly better than before all the hullabaloo, after yesterday's two meetings, of environment ministers and between Hu and Obama. But they still remain dicey, with failure all-too possible. "It is terribly nerve-racking, I can tell you," one of those at the heart of working out the deal confessed yesterday. "But it's still on." 

The broad outlines of a deal have been known for months. Rich countries would agree to make substantial cuts in their emissions, moving towards low carbon prosperity. Rapidly industrialising developing countries would agree to reduce the rate sharply at which theirs are growing. And both would provide money, mainly to help the poorest to reduce their own pollution and adapt to the devastating effects of climate change. But it is bedevilled by the detail. 

"Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it," to quote Mark Twain again. There has certainly been plenty of talk. But in recent months there has also been a surprising amount of commitment to action. More and more countries have been announcing targets, placing pressure on the big ones – like the United States, China and India – who have yet to do so. 

Rich-country targets for emission reductions are inching upwards, approaching the bottom end of the range – 25 to 40 per cent of 1990 levels by 2020 – that scientists say will be necessary to stop global warming escalating out of control. They are still too low, but provide something to work with: no small thing in the middle of a recession. 

But it is developing countries – long expected to be the greatest obstacle at this stage – who have provided the biggest surprise. Brazil has just volunteered reductions of 36-42 per cent on its forecast emissions for 2020, largely by reducing the felling of its forests – followed by the welcome announcement that deforestation has halved in the past year, reaching its lowest level in two decades. Earlier, Indonesia offered similar cuts, of 26 to 41 per cent, and Mexico is doing much the same. 

And though countries have been notably slow to offer finance in these straitened times – with the EU repeatedly refusing to make an offer promised for this spring – a consensus is congealing around a proposal, first advanced by Gordon Brown last summer, for a fund that would eventually be worth $100 billion a year. This has encouraged developing countries. 

Of the Third World hold-outs, India has agreed to set its own target, with its premier Manmohan Singh telling ministers that "we must be part of the solution". It is planning a vast expansion of renewable energy. And China – despite only promising a "notable" cut in its emissions growth – is arguably doing more than any other nation. 

The world's most populous country already burns more coal than any other – more than the three runners-up (the US, India and Germany) combined, and famously builds a new coal-fired power station every week or so. Less well-publicised are its efforts to reduce its emissions. But it is cracking down on the use of coal by its 1,000 largest companies, which emit a third of the nation's carbon dioxide. It is pioneering carbon capture and storage to clean up its emissions, and introducing energy efficiency measures across the board. And it is investing massively in renewable energy, doubling windpower each year and rapidly becoming the world's biggest producer of solar cells. 

Visitor after distinguished visitor to China speaks on their return of their awe at the government's determination to develop new technologies – and of their concern that it will virtually monopolise them while Western governments dither. The board of Ted Turner's United Nations Foundation – a hard-headed group of experts with big reputations to lose – has just come away "absolutely clear", as one member told me yesterday, "that the government of China is serious, committed and worried about long-term environmental prospects." 

All this is heaping pressure on the United States, which has become the biggest problem. That is not down to Obama, despite personal attacks on him by green groups over recent days: he is keener on action than anyone in his White House, just as his predecessor was the opposite. The blockage is in the Senate, where a climate bill is making tortuous progress. 

Obama has the 60 Democrats in the upper house needed to force it through, but less than 40 of them are secure votes, with another 10 probables; many of the others represent states with oil, coal or car industries. So he will have to win over some Republicans; not easy, as they tend to vote in an ideological block. But 10 are thought to be persuadable, if they will brave vicious attacks from their colleagues, and this could be enough. 

Republican senator Lindsey Graham is now working with Democrat John Kerry and Independent Joe Lieberman to draw up a compromise bill. There is no chance of getting it through before Copenhagen, but the hope is that it will make enough progress for Obama to go with an offer of emission cuts while waiting for the legislation. That, in turn, might make a deal possible. 

The chances of failure are great. Time is desperately short. If the US bill cannot be passed by June, it may well never be, as mid-term elections then approach. If a deal is delayed much beyond Copenhagen – as Achim Steiner, the head of the UN Environment Programme said yesterday – the risk of deadlock will be "extremely high". Mark Twain may have believed that "time cools, time clarifies", but here it will do the opposite, ruining the uncertain, but real, chance that humanity might control global warming before it ruins the lives of today's children. 
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Cop15.dk (Denmark): UNEP chief: Delay at a cost

17/11/2009 17:10

Up to three billion people living in the frontline of climate change need a credible explanation if political leaders fail to agree in Copenhagen, the head of UN’s Environmental Programme says.

A delay of a global agreement to fight climate change would have a “human cost” as well as an economic one, says the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, Achim Steiner, to The Guardian. 

If the Copenhagen climate conference fails to deliver a meaningful agreement, there is an “extremely high” risk that the talks will drift into a deadlock, says Steiner. 

A delay will increase the risks of harming the planet and the economic costs of dealing with climate change, warns Steiner. 

“There is a moral hazard in any attempt to further delay action on climate change,” he says to the Guardian. “Political leaders in Copenhagen will have to explain in a credible way to the two to three billion people who are living on the frontline of climate change why they could not reach a deal.” 

“I believe that a deal [in Copenhagen] is still do-able. But any delay has real cost implications in economic, social and human terms and those implications must be at the forefront of the people's minds as they go to Copenhagen,” he says.
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BusinessGreen (UK): Obama and Hu revive ailing Copenhagen talks

17 Nov 2009
Leaders sign communiqué signalling they are prepared to table emission targets at Copenhagen Summit

Just as environmentalists were preparing to administer the last rites to the chances of a meaningful deal being agreed at December's Copenhagen Summit, the US and China have today breathed new life into the flagging talks, signalling that they aim to announce emission targets next month.

Speaking following talks with his Chinese counterpart Hu Jintao in Beijing, president Obama said that while a legally binding treaty would not be signed at Copenhagen, both countries were committed to delivering a robust deal containing emission targets.

"Our aim there, in support of what prime minister Rasmussen of Denmark is trying to achieve, is not a partial accord or a political declaration, but rather an accord that covers all the issues in the negotiations and one that has immediate operational effect," Obama said.

In a joint communiqué, Hu and Obama said that a Copenhagen Accord should feature emission reduction targets for industrialised nations and a declaration of action plans to curb emissions from developing countries.

In a hugely encouraging sign for the forthcoming talks, the communiqué went on to largely mirror the position of the UN and the EU, calling for any deal to include increased financial support for developing countries to help them adapt to climate change and cut carbon emissions, measures to accelerate the rollout of clean technologies, and improved mechanisms for protecting forests.

The breakthrough came as the two leaders also signed agreements intended to better foster co-operation between the countries in the development of low-carbon technologies, such as "clean coal" systems and smart grids.

The deal is expected to lead to the creation of a new joint low-carbon research centre, while the US Trade Development Agency will also reportedly fund an office in Beijing to help US clean tech firms set up projects in the country. 

In addition, the US government is expected to provide funding to a number of US firms to help them set up demonstration projects in China. However, the vexed issue of whether or not the US will be willing to relax intellectual property rules around clean tech to help countries such as China develop low-carbon infrastructure is likely to remain unresolved.

The news comes as the head of the UN's environment programme, Achim Steiner, warned yesterday that there was an "extremely high" risk that a failure to deliver a robust deal in Copenhagen would allow the talks to drift into years of further wrangling.

"There have been hundreds of meetings, summits and workshops. If you take out that momentum, you run the risk of entering into an open-ended process and before you know it, you are in the same situation as the Doha round of the World Trade Organisation talks," he told the Guardian newspaper, adding that any delays would have significant human, social and economic costs.

"Political leaders in Copenhagen will have to explain in a credible way to the two to three billion people who are living on the front line of climate change why they could not reach a deal."
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KBC: Climate change: Africa demands compensation 
Wed, Nov 18, 2009

African leaders meeting in Ethiopia say they have agreed on an amount of money to demand as compensation for the impact of climate change.
However, they say they are keeping the figure secret ahead of December's international talks in Copenhagen. 

The announcement came as a panel of 10 African nations met in Addis Ababa to finalise a common stance. 

The Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi said Africa should be compensated for the damage caused by developed countries to its growth. 

"We have set a minimum beyond which we will not go," said Zenawi. "But I am not in a position to tell you what that minimum figure will be." 

Next month's United Nations summit in Denmark will try to agree on how to tackle climate change and secure a deal to supplant the existing Kyoto Protocol. 

African leaders say they are seeking a fair deal for the continent at the talks. 

Developing nations have called for richer countries to reduce their emissions by 40% from 1990 levels by 2020, but so far there has been little enthusiasm for the suggestion. 

President Mwai Kibaki who is attending the talks on Tuesday urged African leaders to join hands in pushing for the upgrading of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) into a fully fledged World Environment Organization to be based in Nairobi .

President Kibaki said the severity of the environmental catastrophe and related challenges in Africa justifies the enhancement of the capacity of the UNEP.

"It is my view that patents of environmentally friendly technologies should be readily available through the United Nations Environment Programme and be made accessible for development oriented applications by developing nations," President Kibaki said.

The Kenya delegation at the summit included ministers John Michuki, Moses Wetang'ula, Dr. Noah Wekesa and Yussuf Haji and Assistant Minister Orwa Ojode among others.

The African Group of Ten Summit on Climate Change, hosted under the auspices of the African Union Commission, is a follow-up of earlier meetings in Algiers in May and Sirte, Libya in July this year.

Studies show that African nations are the least responsible for carbon emissions but that they will suffer the most. 

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Daily Nation (Kenya): Kibaki urges UNEP upgrade
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Tuesday, November 17 2009 at 16:16

Kenya could be home to a unique environmental programme to deal with climate change effects if a proposal at an international forum is adopted.

President Kibaki Tuesday urged participants to support in pushing for the upgrading of the United Nations Environmental Programme offices in Nairobi into a fully fledged World Environment Organisation.

He said the severity of the environmental disaster and related challenges in Africa justifies the improvement of UNEP's capacity.

The Kenya leader restated that Africa must remain united and ensure continued commitment and support to the Kyoto Protocol for dealing with devastating effects of climatic change. 

“We recognise that the Kyoto Protocol will enable African countries have access to adequate and predictable financial resources. These resources are required to prevent damage to the environment on the continent,” President Kibaki said. 

He was speaking in Addis Ababa during the African Summit of the Group of Ten on Climate Change.

The African Group of Ten Summit on Climate Change, hosted under the auspices of the African Union Commission, is a follow-up of earlier meetings in Algiers in May and Sirte, Libya in July this year.

President Kibaki asked African countries to attend the Copenhagen negotiations in December with clearly articulated and budgeted programs and projects to help the continent meet its climate change mitigation and adaptation obligations.

He said during the Copenhagen meeting, Africa must demand that industrial countries meet their carbon reduction targets within a specified timeframe.

In his address during the opening of the summit, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi thanked President Kibaki and Uganda’s President Yoweri Museveni for attending the meeting, saying their attendance proved their commitment to combating environmental degradation in the continent.

Other speakers were: President Museveni, African Union Commission Chairman Dr Jean Ping and AU Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture Mrs Rhoda Tumusiime.

The Kenya delegation at the summit included ministers: John Michuki, Moses Wetang’ula, Dr Noah Wekesa and Yusuf Haji and Assistant Minister Orwa Ojode among others.
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Hindustan Times (India): Ganga to figure in Copenhagen meet

November 17, 2009
Ganga river will feature prominently at the Climate Conference in Copenhagen to be held from December 7.
 
Pranav Motion Pictures (PMP) based in Patna has been commissioned by the United Nations Environment Project (UNEP) to make a film on the river, its changing course and the problem of pollution. The film is to be screened at the conference.

The film is a part of the series of productions on ‘Young Voices on Climate Change’ by the UNEP. It will feature Yugratna Srivastava, a schoolgirl from Lucknow and a member of the Tarumitra who became the first Indian teenager to address the recently held United Nations General Assembly on global climate change and has also been declared by the UNEP as one such young voice from South Asia. The film shooting, in the meantime, got underway on Tuesday.

The film will have Yugratna featuring as the narrator talking about the Ganga and the impact of  pollutants on aquatic life and the environment. The Tarumitra’s efforts to plant trees and buoy up th eco-system will also feature prominently.  

"We are making the film on behalf of Raymond Chavez, the Vice President of Counterpart’s Communications Division and the Environment and Sustainable Tourism Division. Chavez has studied filmmaking at New York University Graduate School of Film,” Pranav Shahi of the PMP said.  

The Climate Conference at the Bella Centerin Copenhagen is expected to be attended by more than 8000 people including Governmental representatives from 170 countries, NGOs, journalists and environment activists.
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PR Newswire (US): Europe's Next Generation Don't Know how to Save the Planet

November 18 

Conflicting Messages Leave 6 in 10 Young People Confused, Helpless and Apathetic

A pan-European study, commissioned by Sony Europe, revealed Europe's next generation are confused by environmental messages and don't know how to save the planet.

New research from Sony Europe reveals:

- 6 in 10 children across Europe think that conflicting messages about the environment is confusing, leading them to feel helpless and apathetic about protecting their environment

- A quarter of European children don't know how to get involved with environmental issues and don't see what difference they can make

- Young people in Europe see large businesses and governments as equally responsible for tackling environmental issues

Sony Europe commissioned the independent research that surveyed 5,000 11 - 16 year olds in UK, Germany, France, Italy and Spain in July 2009 to gain a better understanding of young people's attitudes towards the environment. Sony wanted to find out how it could help motivate and mobilise children to protect their own planet as part of it's ethos to protect the environment 'For the next generation'.

Commenting on the research Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said: "Young people are often interested but can also be sceptical and pessimistic over the scope for real and decisive action on the environmental issues we all face.

We need to communicate to young people not just the threats and problems, but more importantly the fact that there are inordinate solutions to the challenges of a world of six billion people, to impart not only the confidence, but the courage that together we can make the difference".

Young people in Europe feel that big companies share equal responsibility with governments for tackling environmental issues - a clear statement that they expect technology companies like Sony to play their part.

"The results of this survey show that companies like Sony must meet the expectations of young people by playing a key role in tackling environmental problems," said Serge Foucher, Executive Vice President of Sony Europe. "However, it also shows that we have a big challenge ahead of us to get the younger generation motivated and engaged in environmental issues."
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AP: Obama: Rally the world for climate deal next month

Wed Nov 18, 12:30 am ET

President Barack Obama, with China's leader at his side, lifted his sights Tuesday for a broad interim accord at next month's climate conference that he said will lead to immediate action and "rally the world" toward a solution on global warming.

Obama and President Hu Jintao talked of a joint desire to tackle climate change, but failed to move off differing positions on an root issue that could block a deal at the 192-nation conference in Copenhagen: how much each country can contribute to curb greenhouse gases and how the world will pay the billions of dollars needed to fight rising temperatures.

Hu said nations would do their part "consistent with our respective capabilities," a reference to the firmly held view among developing nations — even energy guzzlers like China, India and Brazil — that they should be required only to set goals for reining in greenhouse-gas emissions, not accept absolute targets for reducing emissions like the industrialized countries.

Nonetheless, the symbolism of the world's two largest polluters pledging no half measures in an agreement during the Dec. 7-18 conference was an attempt to take the sting out of the admission by Obama and other leaders over the weekend that Copenhagen would be only a way station rather than the endpoint envisioned two years ago when negotiations for a new climate treaty began.

Obama administration officials acknowledge that the Copenhagen talks are not expected to produce a final legal agreement, putting that off until next year. So the administration is hurriedly looking for ways to rescue a process that has gone far off track by building hopes that a significant, though interim and nonbinding, deal will be struck and keep international talks alive. Obama said Tuesday that he wants next month's talks to produce something more than "an agreement to have an agreement" at a future date.

"We need numbers on the table in Copenhagen," said Danish Prime Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen, speaking to the top negotiators of 44 nations meeting for informal consultations. He said the agreement should be "concrete and binding on countries committing to reach targets, to undertake actions, and to provide agreed finance."

Obama said the aim of the summit "is not a partial accord or a political declaration, but rather an accord that covers all of the issues in the negotiations, and one that has immediate operational effect."

He said an all-encompassing agreement addressing all the areas for an eventual treaty "would be an important step forward in the effort to rally the world around a solution to our climate challenge."

Obama did not elaborate. But the United Nations and the European Union have called for a fund of at least $10 billion annually in the next three years to help poor countries draw up plans for moving to low-carbon economies, slow deforestation and take emergency steps against the effects of climate change.

The agreement is meant to succeed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which required 37 industrial countries to cut emissions an average 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2012, but which made no demands on rapidly growing economies like China's.

The Copenhagen agreement would require developing countries to curb their emissions growth, but it was unclear how their plans would be enshrined in the accord and what would happen if their promises were broken.

White House aides said Sunday that a fully binding legal agreement would be put off until a December 2010 meeting in Mexico City, even though the new agreement must be ratified and in force when the Kyoto pact expires at the end of 2012.

Together, the U.S. and China emit 40 percent of the world's greenhouse gases, and a new study said the recent growth of emissions during the economic downturn was almost entirely driven by China. Worldwide carbon emissions jumped 2 percent last year, said the study, published Tuesday in the journal Nature Geoscience, adding urgency to efforts to rein in pollution that traps the Earth's heat.

In a joint statement, Obama and Hu said Copenhagen should produce an agreement that would "include emission reduction targets of developed countries and nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing countries."

Obama administration officials are pushing for Copenhagen negotiators to tackle specifics on the major issues such as financing for poor nations, technology cooperation and some commitments among developing nations — though not legally binding — on emission reductions.

That is what Obama was referring to when he said in Beijing that whatever comes out of Copenhagen should have "immediate operational effect," according to administration and congressional officials with knowledge of the administration's preparation for the climate talks.

In Washington, Carol Browner, the White House adviser on energy and climate, said the United States is ready to participate in a commitment by developed countries to help poor countries deal with the impacts of climate change. Browner declined to say how much the United States might contribute, but indicated those details would be worked out in Copenhagen.

U.N. estimates say about $150 billion a year will be needed by 2020. 

The summit's Danish hosts and other European leaders understood Obama's comments on his Asian tour as a signal that he will deliver specific pledges of U.S. action on carbon emissions and financing in Copenhagen — even at the risk of moving faster than Congress would let him. 

U.S. negotiators have persistently resisted pressure to commit to figures for emissions reductions or financing until Congress completes domestic climate legislation. 

The legislative struggle in Congress is now certain to extend into next year. One version, calling for an 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gases by mid-century, has passed the House and a similar version recently emerged from a Senate committee, despite solid Republican opposition. 

The administration hopes the U.S. position in Copenhagen will be fortified by evidence of some progress in Congress on climate, along other action the White House has taken to promote clean energy and rein in carbon dioxide emissions. In turn, they believe, some additional commitment from developing countries — even in terms of specific goals — could help get a climate bill through Congress, where opponents have repeatedly argued U.S. action alone won't help solve the climate problem. 

Loekke Rasmussen said he told Obama and other leaders last week at an Asia-Pacific summit they must come up with hard commitments at Copenhagen, and Obama did not object. 

Anders Carlgren, the environment minister of Sweden, said U.S. pledges would likely spur greater promises from developing countries to curtail their emissions growth. Obama could then take those results back to Congress, Carlgren said. 

Obama's comments in Asia signaled he is trying to balance domestic concerns with international demands and is in intense conversation with Congress in advance of the summit, said Jake Schmidt, the climate policy director for the New York-based Natural Resources Defense Council. 

He said it was possible Obama might make a conditional pledge or give a range of emissions targets. 

"It's a positive shift in what the administration thinks it can bring to Copenhagen," he said. 
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Reuters: Climate deal must have immediate effect, Obama says

Tue Nov 17, 2009 4:58pm EST

U.S. President Barack Obama said on Tuesday next month's climate talks in Copenhagen should cut a deal with "immediate operational effect," even if its original aim of a legally binding pact is not achievable.

About 40 environment ministers meeting in Copenhagen made progress toward a scaled-down U.N. deal next month, while African leaders accepted for the first time that the December meeting would not agree a full treaty.

Obama was speaking after talks with Chinese President Hu Jintao in which he said the world's top two greenhouse gas emitters had agreed to take "significant" action to mitigate their output of carbon dioxide.

The two countries account for more than 40 percent of global carbon emissions from burning fossil fuels.

"Our aim (in Copenhagen) ... is not a partial accord or a political declaration but rather an accord that covers all of the issues in the negotiations and one that has immediate operational effect," Obama said.

But a senior U.S. senator, Obama's fellow Democrat Barbara Boxer, on Tuesday predicted that Washington officials will arrive at the Copenhagen summit without consensus on how deeply the United States can promise to cut its own carbon emissions by 2020.

Boxer, who chairs a Senate environment panel that recently approved a climate change bill that lacks enough support to pass the full Senate, left open the possibility that U.S. negotiators instead might offer a range for U.S. carbon reductions by 2020.

Denmark, host of the December 7-18 climate talks, won backing from Obama and other leaders at an Asia-Pacific summit on Sunday for Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen's scaled-down plan for a politically binding deal in December, and a legally binding one in 2010.

Rasmussen on Tuesday welcomed Obama's comments and said it expected the United States and all developed nations to promise firm emissions cuts and new cash to help the poor cope with global warming, even if no treaty text could be agreed.

PRESSURE ON U.S.

At the final preparatory meeting before the Copenhagen summit, environment ministers in the Danish capital put pressure on Washington to do more to unlock talks.

"My feeling is that it looks better today than when we started meeting," Danish Climate and Energy Minister Connie Hedegaard told a news conference after two-day talks.

"In the end, an agreement in Copenhagen will depend on an American number. Without a clear and ambitious number the whole agreement will be in danger," Swedish Environment Minister Anders Carlgren told Reuters.

Obama's call on Tuesday for a broad agreement taking effect immediately suggests he is keen to walk away from the climate summit with more than just a piece of paper. But the stalling of legislation hampers him.

Washington has been reluctant to promise firm emissions cuts by 2020 without domestic carbon-capping legislation which Democrat supporters hoped the Senate would approve next spring.

Andrew Light, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress in Washington, told Reuters U.S. officials had recently raised expectations that the United States "will put down a number" in Copenhagen for carbon goals, to become part of a final deal.

The United States may also be able to offer short-term funding to help developing countries deal with global warming, he said, regarding the possible "immediate effect" of a Copenhagen deal which Obama referred to on Tuesday.

Obama said Washington and Beijing had committed to cooperate in areas including renewable energy, cleaner coal and electric vehicles.

Hu said the two sides had committed to working more closely on global warming and called for a "positive outcome" from the talks in Denmark. He has refused to back a scaled-down political deal, which Beijing says it is only "studying."

African leaders meeting in Ethiopia agreed on how much cash to demand from the rich world to compensate for the impact of climate change on the continent, but kept the figure secret ahead of next month's Copenhagen talks.

Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, who will represent Africa at the talks and has threatened a walkout of the African nations -- said Africa wanted a treaty in Copenhagen but could accept a "binding political agreement" as a stepping stone.

Outside the Copenhagen conference center a group of demonstrators played dead with giant letters spelling "delay kills" -- saying Copenhagen must agree a full legal text.
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AP: Obama, Hu vow cooperation but produce few deals

Tue Nov 17, 5:02 pm ET

President Barack Obama and Chinese President Hu Jintao promised a determined, joint effort to tackle climate change, nuclear disarmament and other global troubles yet emerged from their first full-blown summit Tuesday with scant progress beyond goodwill.

After two hours of talks and a separate meeting over dinner the night before, the presidents spoke of moving beyond the divisiveness over human rights, trade and military tensions that have bedeviled relations in past decades.

"The major challenges of the 21st century, from climate change to nuclear proliferation to economic recovery, are challenges that touch both our nations, and challenges that neither of our nations can solve by acting alone," Obama said, standing with the Chinese leader in the Great Hall of the People.

Hu, who heads a collective leadership that often has preferred to go it alone internationally, said: "There are growing global challenges, and countries in today's world have become more and more interdependent."

On climate, Obama said the United States and China are looking for a comprehensive deal during next month's climate change summit that will "rally the world."

Obama said the goal at the Copenhagen meeting should be an agreement that has "immediate operational effect," not just a political declaration. As the world's two largest consumers and producers of energy, Obama said the United States and China must play a key role in negotiating an agreement. Hu committed to helping, but only within China's capabilities.

With each of the big issues — from global warming to the Iranian and North Korean nuclear programs — persistent differences bubbled up in the form of indirect barbs during the joint appearance.

Stung by new U.S. levies on imports of Chinese-made tires and steel pipes, Hu said he told Obama that given a still struggling global economy both countries "need to oppose and reject protectionism in all its manifestations in an even stronger stand."

Obama later called on China to relax controls that keep the Chinese currency relatively weak and thus help fuel exports — something Beijing officials have rejected in recent days. Obama also pointedly raised human rights, saying they are fundamental to all.

"We do not believe these principles are unique to America, but rather they are universal rights and that they should be available to all peoples, to all ethnic and religious minorities," Obama said in his only nationally televised remarks on the sensitive issue.

The mixture of promises and lasting differences underscored how intertwined the superpower United States and rising power China are, and the difficult task Obama faces in managing friction with an authoritarian, sometimes testy Beijing.

On his first visit ever to China, Obama said he was mostly striving to better understand China, a geopolitical force on its way to becoming the world's second-largest economy.

"Our relationship going forward will not be without disagreement or difficulty," Obama said. "But because of our cooperation, both the United States and China are more prosperous and secure."

Aside from his meetings with Hu, Obama received a formal welcome. He walked past rows of soldiers in dress uniforms and dined on chicken soup with bean curd, Chinese-style beef steak and roast grouper at a state banquet. He also toured the Forbidden City, the emperors' palace for 400 years, and met the head of China's legislature, a former mayor of Shanghai, the commercial hub where Obama started his three-day stay in China.

In a minor advance, the two leaders set a deadline of early next year for resuming an on-again, off-again dialogue on human rights. Charting a new frontier for cooperation, the two agreed to reciprocal visits by the heads of their space programs. Promises were made to step up visits by military leaders to help overcome years of distrust over a Chinese military buildup and U.S. reconnaissance missions in the seas off China.

Obama and Hu held their fullest conversation ever on shoring up Afghanistan and Pakistan, U.S. and Chinese officials said. The Obama administration has tried to coax the Chinese leadership to assist in the troubled region. But Beijing has been reluctant, despite growing economic interests in the region and worries that the conflicts could spill across China's borders into restive, heavily Muslim western China.

Headway was made on climate change. The two committed their countries — the biggest emitters of the heat-trapping gases causing global warming — to backing a detailed political agreement at the Copenhagen conference. In their formula, rich countries would commit to reduction targets while developing ones would agree to meet softer goals that would be monitored.

Yet the positions were not markedly different from those Beijing and Washington held before Obama's arrival. 

Keeping the differences veiled rather than open was a measure of success of sorts for Obama. With its economy still in trouble, U.S. international prestige still battered and China holding $800 billion in U.S. government debt, Obama came to the Beijing summit with a weaker hand than previous U.S. presidents. That makes the emphasis on practical cooperation all the more needed, Chinese analysts said.
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AP: US-China climate statement raises hopes, questions

Wednesday, November 18

A joint statement by the U.S. and Chinese presidents on climate change is encouraging as pressure builds in the last few weeks before a 192-nation conference in Copenhagen, but the language leaves a lot unsaid, observers in both countries said Wednesday.

The world's two largest polluters talked Tuesday of a joint desire to tackle climate change, but failed to publicly address the root problems that could unravel a deal at the Dec. 7-18 conference — mainly, how much each country can contribute to emissions cuts and how the world will pay for it.

The joint statement by President Barack Obama and Chinese President Hu Jintao has positive language about aiming for a comprehensive deal, "but it leaves a lot of room for different interpretations, ranging from a real ambitious climate rescue deal to another meaningless declaration," said Ailun Yang, climate campaign manager for Greenpeace China. "The real test is still at Copenhagen."

Three weeks remain before the global conference that aims for a deal to replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which required 37 industrial countries to cut heat-trapping greenhouse gas emissions.

The Copenhagen agreement would require developing countries such as China to curb emissions growth as well.

In a joint statement, Obama and Hu said Copenhagen should produce a comprehensive agreement that would "include emission reduction targets of developed countries and nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing countries."

Hu said nations would do their part "consistent with our respective capabilities," a reference to the now widely accepted view that developing nations like China should be required only to set goals for curbing emissions, not accept absolute targets.

Timothy Wirth, president of the United Nations Foundation, a charity group that promotes U.N. causes, praised the U.S.-China joint statement for saying a deal at Copenhagen should include emission reduction targets by developed countries, but he stressed the urgency of finding a final agreement.

"Reaching a deal in Copenhagen will be hard enough; leaving all the negotiations to the last minute could make it unachievable," he said in an e-mailed statement Wednesday.

Already, Obama administration officials acknowledge that the Copenhagen talks are not expected to produce a final legal agreement. White House aides said Sunday that a fully binding legal agreement would be put off until a December 2010 meeting in Mexico City.

The Kyoto pact expires at the end of 2012.

But the meeting between Obama and Hu could give important momentum to the last few weeks of negotiations before Copenhagen, observers said.

"It is important to put things in perspective and realize just how far we've come in one year, particularly that both the U.S. and China have elevated cooperation on climate change to the very highest levels of government," Barbara Finamore, China program director for the Natural Resources Defense Council, said in a statement Wednesday.

The U.S. still has not committed to figures for its own emissions reductions or financing, with negotiators waiting until Congress completes domestic climate legislation.
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Guardian (UK): Global temperatures will rise 6C by end of century, say scientists

Tuesday 17 November 2009 18.00 GMT 

Most comprehensive CO2 study to date is expected to give greater urgency to diplomatic manoeuvring before Copenhagen

By studying data on carbon emissions the team was able to estimate how much CO2 is being absorbed naturally by forests, oceans and soil. Photograph: Evan Hurd/Getty Images

Global temperatures are on a path to rise by an average of 6C by the end of the century as CO2 emissions increase and the Earth's natural ability to absorb the gas declines, according to a major new study.

Scientists said that CO2 emissions have risen by 29% in the past decade alone and called for urgent action by leaders at the UN climate talks in Copenhagen to agree drastic emissions cuts in order to avoid dangerous climate change.

The news will give greater urgency to the diplomatic manoeuvring before the Copenhagen summit. President Obama and President Hu of China attempted to breathe new life into the negotiations today by announcing that they intended to set targets for easing greenhouse gas emissions next month. Obama said that he and Hu would continue to press for a deal that would "rally the world".

The new study is the most comprehensive analysis to date of how economic changes and shifts in the way people have used the land in the past five decades have affected the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere.

"The global trends we are on with CO2 emissions from fossil fuels suggest that we're heading towards 6C of global warming," said Corinne Le Quéré of the University of East Anglia who led the study with colleagues at the British Antarctic Survey.

"This is very different to the trend we need to be on to limit global climate change to 2C [the level required to avoid dangerous climate change]." That would require CO2 emissions from all sources to peak between 2015 and 2020 and that the global per capita emissions be decreased to 1 tonne of CO2 by 2050. Currently the average US citizen emits 19.9 tonnes per year and UK citizens emit 9.3 tonnes.

By studying 50 years of data on carbon emissions and combining with estimates of human carbon emissions and other sources such as volcanoes, the team was able to estimate how much CO2 is being absorbed naturally by forests, oceans and soil. The team conclude in the journal Nature Geoscience that those natural sinks are becoming less efficient, absorbing 55% of the carbon now, compared with 60% half a century ago. The drop in the amount absorbed is equivalent to 405m tonnes of carbon or around 60 times the annual output of Drax coal-fired power station, which is the largest in the UK.

"Based on our knowledge of recent trends in CO2 emissions and the time it takes to change energy infrastructure around the world and on the response of the sinks to climate change and variability, the Copenhagen conference is our last chance to stabilise climate at 2C above preindustrial levels in a smooth and organised way," said Le Quéré. "If the agreement is too weak or if the commitments are not respected, we will be on a path to 5C or 6C."

Le Quéré's work, part of the Global Carbon Project, showed that CO2 emissions from burning fossil fuels increased at an average of 3.4% a year between 2000 and 2008 compared with 1% a year in the 1990s. Despite the global economic downturn, emissions still increased by 2% in 2008. The vast majority of the recent increase has come from China and India, though a quarter of their emissions are a direct result of trade with the west. In recent years, the global use of coal has also surpassed oil.

Based on projected changes in GDP, the scientists said that emissions for 2009 were expected to fall to 2007 levels, before increasing again in 2010.

But Le Quéré's conclusion on the decline of the world's carbon sinks is not universally accepted. Wolfgang Knorr of the University of Bristol recently published a study in Geophysical Research Letters, using similar data to Le Quéré, where he argued that the natural carbon sinks had not noticeably changed. "Our apparently conflicting results demonstrate what doing cutting-edge science is really like and just how difficult it is to accurately quantify such data," said Knorr.

The amount of CO2 that natural carbon sinks can absorb varies from year to year depending on climactic and other natural conditions, and this means that overall trends can be difficult to detect. Le Quéré said her team's analysis had been able to remove more of the noise in the data that is associated with the natural annual variability of CO2 levels due to, for example, El Niño or volcanic eruptions. "Our methods are different – Knorr uses annual data, we use monthly data and I think we can remove more of the variability."

Jo House of the University of Bristol, who worked on the Nature Geoscience paper, said: "It is difficult to accurately estimate sources and sinks of CO2, particularly in emissions from land use change where data on the area and nature of deforestation is poor, and in modelled estimates of the land sink which is strongly affected by inter-annual climate variability. While the science has advanced rapidly, there are still gaps in our understanding."

The scientists agreed, however, that an improved understanding of land and ocean CO2 sinks was crucial, since it has a major influence in determining the link between human CO2 emissions and atmospheric concentration of the greenhouse gas. In turn, this has implications for CO2 targets set by governments at climate negotiations.
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AP: Led by China, carbon pollution up despite economy

Tue Nov 17, 3:57 pm ET

Pollution typically declines during a recession. Not this time. Despite a global economic slump, worldwide carbon dioxide pollution jumped 2 percent last year, most of the increase coming from China, according to a study published online Tuesday.

"The growth in emissions since 2000 is almost entirely driven by the growth in China," said study lead author Corinne Le Quere of the University of East Anglia. "It's China and India and all the developing countries together."

Carbon dioxide emissions, the chief man-made greenhouse gas, come from the burning of coal, oil, natural gas, and also from the production of cement, which is a significant pollution factor in China. Worldwide emissions rose 671 million more tons from 2007 to 2008. Nearly three-quarters of that increase came from China.

The numbers are from the U.S. Department of Energy's Oak Ridge National Laboratory and published in the journal Nature Geoscience.

According to the study, the 2008 emissions increase was smaller than normal for this decade. Annual global pollution growth has averaged 3.6 percent. This year, scientists are forecasting a nearly 3 percent reduction, despite China because of the massive economic slowdown in most of the world and in the United States.

The U.S. is still the biggest per capita major producer of man-made greenhouse gases, spewing about 20 tons of carbon dioxide per person per year. The world average is 5.3 tons and China is at 5.8 tons

Last year, the U.S. emissions fell by 3 percent, a reduction of nearly 192 million tons of carbon dioxide. Overall European Union emissions dropped by 1 percent. The U.S. is still the No. 2 biggest carbon polluter overall, emitting more than the next four largest polluting countries combined: India, Russia, Japan and Germany. China has been No. 1, since pushing past the United States in 2006.

The world remains on a dangerous path, despite the recession, scientists said.

"There's a very clear gap between the path we are on and the path we should be on if the goal is to limit global warming to 2 degrees (1.3 degrees Celsius)," said Le Quere, who also works for the British Antarctic Survey.

The world has spewed 715.3 trillion tons of industrial carbon dioxide since 1982, which is the same amount civilization produced in all the previous years, said study co-author Gregg Marland of the Oak Ridge National Lab.

Outside scientists said the study was thorough and the results sobering.

"Basically these numbers are screaming out at decision makers that whatever they are doing now is not working," said University of Victoria climate scientist Andrew Weaver, who wasn't involved in the study.

The report comes as countries from around the world prepare for a December U.N. conference on reducing carbon emissions. Prime Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen of Denmark, who will host the conference in Copenhagen, said Tuesday that President Barack Obama supported his proposal for a sweeping political deal that would include commitments by industrial countries to reduce carbon emissions and to provide funds for less developed countries to fight the effects of global warming.

Obama, who was in China, said after a meeting with President Hu Jintao Tuesday that he wanted an all-encompassing agreement in Copenhagen, even if it falls short of a legal treaty. And he said he wants something "that has immediate operational effect."

Le Quere said the numbers point specifically to developing world as the cause for the most recent growth.

China is opening up new coal-fired power plants at a breakneck pace and carbon dioxide emissions in that country have doubled since 2001.

Not all the emission increases in China and other developing countries come from new power plants. About one-quarter of the emissions growth is because western countries, like the United States, buy more manufactured products from those countries, Le Quere and Marland said.

"We're shipping our emissions offshore," Marland said. 

Other countries beside China to increase their carbon dioxide emissions by more than 5 million tons in 2008 were India, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Brazil, South Africa, South Korea, Indonesia, Iran, Poland, Mexico, Canada and the Netherlands. 

The paper also raised concerns because it shows that the percentage of carbon dioxide emissions that hang in the air — compared to those sucked into the oceans and forests — is growing. 

Fifty years ago, only 40 percent of carbon dioxide emissions stayed in the air. Now in this decade it's up to 45 percent, Le Quere said. 

That steady rise is alarming because the more carbon dioxide in the air, the warmer it gets, and the warmer it gets, the higher percentage of carbon dioxide stays in the air, Le Quere said. 

It's a feedback loop that is not good news for global warming, she said. 
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AFP: US Senate to act on climate bill in 2010

Tue Nov 17, 3:34 pm ET

The US Senate will act in early 2010 on legislation to battle climate change, Democratic Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid said Tuesday, ending hopes of a breakthrough by next month's global talks.

"We are going to try to do that sometime in the spring," Reid told reporters, with a White House-backed push to remake US health care still dominating the Senate agenda just weeks before the congressional session ends.

The decision confirms that the US Congress will not adopt legislation to combat climate change before the December 7-18 global climate change talks in Denmark's capital Copenhagen.

It also pushes what is likely to be a bitter debate to a mid-term election year, potentially making it harder to corral some of the swing-vote Senators needed to ensure passage of the bill.

The US House bill calls for cutting US greenhouse gas emissions by 17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020 and by 83 percent by 2050. The Senate's slightly more ambitious bill calls for a 20-percent cut by 2020.

Both bills would create a cap-and-trade regime, the government would set the total level of domestic emissions allowable and then allocate quotas to companies.

Firms that emit less than their quota would be allowed to sell their surplus allocation to others that exceed theirs. Those in excess could also face fines.

The Senate text -- which is likely to change considerably before a final vote -- also makes a push for nuclear energy research and training, and promotes natural gas as a clean energy source.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Africa agrees on secret climate damages demand

Tue Nov 17, 2009 9:59am EST

African leaders agreed on Tuesday on how much cash to demand from the rich world to compensate for the impact of climate change on the continent but kept the figure secret ahead of next month's Copenhagen talks.

The United Nations summit in Denmark will try to agree on how to counter climate change and come up with a post-Kyoto treaty protocol to curb emissions.

"We have set a minimum beyond which we will not go," Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, who will represent Africa at the talks, told reporters. "But I am not in a position to tell you what that minimum figure will be."

Exhaustive preparatory talks since 2007 have failed to solve splits between rich and poor countries or find extra funds to help developing nations to pay for expensive technology to ensure they do not over pollute as their economies grow.

"There are many calculations including up to the $100 billion (a year) mark that has been set by some experts. We will be very flexible," Meles said.

Poor nations want rich countries to cut emissions by 40 percent from 1990 levels by 2020. But some in the West complain that such cuts are not realistic, especially so soon after the global economic downturn.

So far, promises by the rich fall short, at cuts of about 11 to 15 percent.

THREATENED WALKOUT

Fearing that the talks may fail, Denmark last week said it would ask world leaders to come for the final two days of the December 7-18 conference to push for a deal at the meeting, originally meant for environment ministers.

Meles -- who has threatened a walkout of the 52 African nations he will represent -- said his priorities at the talks would be to ensure carbon emissions are reduced and to secure a fair yearly compensation amount for Africa.

The Ethiopian leader was speaking in Addis Ababa at a meeting of an African Union (AU) committee of 10 nations charged with agreeing a common position.

Aid workers say a five-year drought, worsened by climate change, is afflicting 23 million people in east Africa, with Ethiopia worst affected.

Kenya's President Mwai Kibaki and Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni also attended the last session the AU group will have before next month's talks.

Meles said Africa wanted a treaty to be agreed in Copenhagen but could accept a "binding political agreement" as a steppingstone to a treaty being agreed later.

The Geneva-based Global Humanitarian Forum says poor nations bear more than nine-tenths of the human and economic burden of climate change.

The 50 poorest countries, however, contribute less than 1 percent of the carbon dioxide emissions that scientists say are threatening the planet, it says.
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AFP: Bangladesh wants 10 billion dollars to fight climate change

Tue Nov 17, 2:09 pm ET

Bangladesh said Tuesday it would need 10 billion dollars from rich countries in the next four years to offset the effects of climate change -- double its original estimate.

The government had previously said it would seek five billion dollars at next month's climate summit in Copenhagen to help it adapt to increased flooding, cyclones and droughts.

But Environment Minister Hasan Mahmud told AFP that as one of the countries worst affected by climate change, Bangladesh had re-evaluated its adaptation needs.

"We need at least 10 billion dollars in the next four years to adapt to and mitigate the impact of climate change in our country," Mahmud said.

"We'll raise the issue in Copenhagen although the pledging of funds is not the main issue at the climate summit. We are paying the price of carbon emissions of the rich and fast developing countries and they must compensate."

Impoverished Bangladesh, with a population of 144 million, is exceedingly vulnerable to climate change, according to scientists who say the frequency of floods, droughts and cyclones has already increased.

Mahmud said the money would be spent on dredging the country's rivers to keep saline sea waters at bay, building and raising embankments and roads, constructing thousands of shelters and planting trees across the coast.

The Nobel Prize-winning United Nations Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) says rising sea levels will devour 17 percent of Bangladesh's total land mass by 2050, leaving at least 20 million people homeless.

Mahmud said world leaders must conclude a political framework deal if not a legally binding agreement in Copenhagen so that the poor and climate vulnerable countries can get enough funds to fight global warming.

Last week Bangladeshi Premier Sheikh Hasina told leaders including Gordon Brown of Britain, Kevin Rudd of Australia and United Nations chief Ban Ki-moon in a video conference that the world cannot accept failure at the Copenhagen summit.
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AFP: Seychelles leader urges climate pact to boost food security

Tue Nov 17, 2:13 pm ET

Global warming is "inextricably linked" to food security, Seychelles President James Michel said Monday, lamenting reports that no binding agreement is expected at the UN climate change talks in Copenhagen next month.

Speaking to AFP on the sidelines of the UN Hunger Summit in Rome, Michel said: "Coming up with ideas at the FAO summit without tackling climate change makes no sense."

Without "solutions to address the real cause of climate change and food insecurity, we will be increasing the number of people who are hungry," Michel added at the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organisation.

He said the prospect of no binding agreement being reached in Copenhagen was "a bit shocking and in a way very irresponsible."

"It is unfortunate, because for us especially, the small island developing states... we hope that at Copenhagen we'll have a legal framework in which countries will have responsibilities and set targets to fight climate change and be able to save the earth."

While world powers that bear the most responsibility "for polluting our atmosphere keep haggling about (carbon) emissions levels... the earth continues to warm up, pollution continues to increase and the sea level continues to rise," he said.

More than 190 nations are to meet for the UN talks in Copenhagen from December 7-18, aiming for a post-2012 accord to slash emissions from fossil fuels that trap solar heat and drive global warming.

But after nearly two years of haggling, deep rifts remain over apportioning emissions curbs between rich economies and fast-growing developing nations and on the accord's architecture and legal status.

Michel told the Hunger Summit earlier Monday: "We cannot at this late hour accept that a few countries which are primarily responsible for polluting our atmosphere hold hostage the survival of our planet."

He added: "Some small low-lying islands are already facing the forced displacement of their inhabitants (which) violates our dignity."

The Seychelles is a member of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), set up in 1990 to represent low-lying coastal and small island countries, notably in climate change negotiations.

Last week the president of the Maldives, the lowest country on earth, warned that the world was set to sign a "global suicide pact" unless it reached a deal in Copenhagen.

"At the moment every country arrives at climate negotiations seeking to keep their own emissions as high as possible," said President Mohamed Nasheed, who staged an underwater cabinet meeting last month in a stunt aimed at highlighting the Maldives' vulnerability to rising sea levels.

"This is the logic of the madhouse, a recipe for collective suicide. We don't want a global suicide pact. We want a global survival pact," he said.

Michel's archipelago of 115 islands off the east African coast with a population of some 85,000, "we have witnessed the negative effects of climate change over the last few years," the Seychelles president said.

Describing the "vicious circle" affecting the Seychelles, he said rising sea levels kill off coral, robbing fish of their habitat and causing tuna to migrate.

Tuna fisheries account for some 40 percent of the Seychelles' economy, Michel said.
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AFP: Climate change transforming humanitarian work: survey

Tue Nov 17, 1:44 pm ET

Climate change is the leading cause of new challenges for the humanitarian community, a survey of G20 governments commissioned by the Red Cross revealed Tuesday.

As the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement gathered in Nairobi for their first ever global meeting in Africa, the "Believe in Humanity" survey warned that the humanitarian landscape was changing fast.

"World powers expect humanitarian actors to face continuing or increasing humanitarian needs driven by climate change-related natural disasters," said the survey, released days ahead of key climate talks in Copenhagen.

The survey, conducted by research institutes, consulted the governments of the world's 20 leading economies as well as that of host country Kenya.

"Global powers... have identified climate change as an important element that affects humanitarian work," said Ibrahim Osman, deputy chairman of what is the world's largest humanitarian network, which claims to have tens of millions of volunteers.

The report also highlighted that the world's new economic powerhouses -- such as China, India and Brazil -- would play a growing role in international humanitarian action and bring with them a slightly different approach.

"Traditional powers see a growing political and financial role for emerging powers in the international humanitarian architecture. Some of the governments suggest that emerging powers have new and different roles to play in responding to international humanitarian crises," the survey said.

Hundreds of delegates from the Red Cross/Red Crescent's 186 national societies are gathered in Nairobi for a one-week meeting, which comes on the 60th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions and the 150th anniversary of the battle of Solferino, the movement's founding moment.

The 1859 Austro-Sardinian war that left tens of thousands of soldiers dead prompted travelling Swiss businessman Henry Dunant to devote the rest of his life to advocating voluntary relief organisations and eventually led to the creation of the Red Cross.
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AP: AP Poll: Sometimes it isn't easy being green

Wednesday, November 18

A solid majority of Americans recognize the need to help the environment, although there are some things — like buying a hybrid car or taking mass transit — that people often talk about, but don't necessarily act on.

That's shown in a survey of more than 1,000 adults that sought to gauge attitudes about the environment.

The telephone poll, conducted for The Associated Press and NBC Universal, found that 60 percent of those surveyed felt either a "great deal" or "a lot" of personal responsibility to protect the environment, while 37 percent rarely, if ever, even thought about the impact of their actions on the Earth's health.

Nearly 8 of 10 people who were concerned about environmental protection said they believe their actions are helping to protect the environment, according to the poll released Tuesday. It found that people have largely accepted recycling bottles and cans — about 7 in 10 people said they're likely to do it — and are inclined to find ways to cut electricity or heating costs, also to benefit the environment.

A little more than 6 of 10 said buying energy-efficient appliances, using recycled paper products and car pooling also help a lot. A little more than half said it would make a lot of difference to turn down the thermostat, reuse water bottles and take your own reusable bag when grocery shopping.

While many of the respondents said these actions would help the environment "a great deal," or at least "a lot," when asked about some specific actions, the gap widened between what they believe to be important and what they have any intention of doing.

In some cases, the inability to turn their green priorities into action reflected geography or economics.

Take the matter of car pooling or using mass transit. More than 6 in 10 people said they thought it would help the environment. Yet only 3 in 10 said they were very likely to do it, and 4 in 10 said they were not at all likely to car pool or take mass transit.

A third of those surveyed lived in rural areas where mass transit was generally not readily available and where car pooling would be less likely.

Yet, only 44 percent of urbanites and 32 percent of people living in the suburbs also said they were very likely to use mass transit or car pool.

Janice Meehl, 54, a fourth-grade teacher in the town of North East, Pa., and one of the participants in the survey, said she fervently recycles bottles and cans, keeps the thermostat down and years ago added insulation to her all-electric home, cutting her energy bill in half. It saves money but also "it's doing the right thing for the environment. They go hand in hand," she said.

While she commutes 70 miles round-trip to work each day, she says mass transit or car pooling "is not an option. If it were, would I use it? Probably."

Like Meehl, 7 in 10 people surveyed said they thought adding energy-saving insulation in their homes would be a good idea for the environment. But only half said they were very likely to do it and 1 in 5 respondents would be highly unlikely to add insulation. In some cases, respondents said the structure of their house prevents more insulation from being added easily.

About 45 percent of those surveyed embraced the idea of gas-electric hybrid cars, but only 1 in 5 would be very likely to buy such a vehicle, and half said they were "not at all likely" to buy one.

"They're too expensive right now," said Vaughan Oliver, 65, of Mount Vernon, Ky. "You would have to have one for years and years and years to make it feasible to pay for itself." Oliver, interviewed as he drove his Jeep Cherokee down Interstate 65 south of Lexington, said he might consider a hybrid "in another 10 years," when he says he'll be more secure that one would not cause him a problem.

Today, gas-electric hybrids can carry a $4,000 to $7,000 or more price premium over similar gasoline-powered vehicles.

The poll also found:

_72 percent were very likely to recycle cans and bottles. 

_63 percent were very likely to turn down thermostats. 

_62 percent were very likely to buy energy-efficient appliances. 

_59 percent were very likely to use cold water for clothes washing. 

_59 percent were very likely to buy recycled paper products. 

More than half said it would help the environment if people brought their own shopping bags to stores, and 46 percent said they were very likely to do so, while 25 percent ruled it out. 

NBC Universal's sponsorship of the poll was related to their "Green Is Universal" week of programming about environmental issues. 

The poll was conducted Nov. 5-9 by GfK Roper Public Affairs and Media. It involved landline and cell phone interviews with 1,006 adults nationwide and has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. 
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Green energy on rise across Africa but still lags behind other regions – UN

More green energy and climate-friendly projects target Africa than ever before, but the numbers still lag behind Asia and Latin America, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today. 

The projects, from renewable energies to tree planting, are part of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Protocol – the global emissions reduction treaty. They allow developed countries to reduce emissions and meet global warming commitments by investing in carbon reduction projects in developing countries. 

A total of 112 CDM Africa projects, worth a total of Euros 212 million a year, are at “validation, requesting registration or registered,” UNEP said, noting that this is up from 78 projects in 2008 and just two in 2004. 

Around 80 per cent of the projects are in sub-Saharan Africa, with 28 projects underway or planned in South Africa, followed by 14 in Kenya. In North Africa, Egypt has 13 projects, followed by Morocco with 10. 

The projects include two large solar water heating projects in South Africa, the promotion of energy efficient light bulbs in rural Senegal and a municipal waste-composting project in Uganda. 

Experts say the latest figures underline the importance of Africa’s Governments pressing for reform in the weeks before the UN Climate Change Convention meeting in Copenhagen from 7 to 18 December. 

At the same time, they noted that while the figures are cause for optimism, they also underline how few projects are currently flowing into Africa when compared with several other parts of the world. 

Globally, there are over 4,730 CDM projects operating or close to approval. The lion’s share is in Asia and the Pacific with a total of just over 3,700 projects, followed by Latin America and the Caribbean with close to 820. 

These issues will be part of the agenda at the Green Electricity Conference organized by UNEP, the Kenyan Government and the French development agency AFD in Nairobi on 23 and 24 November. 
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BAN KI-MOON STRESSES NEED TO REACH “SIGNIFICANT AGREEMENT” IN COPENHAGEN
· Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is on his way back to New York, having wrapped up his trip to attend the World Food Summit in Rome. Before departing, he continued discussions with a number of leaders on climate change and next month’s conference in Copenhagen.
  

· Speaking to the press in Rome yesterday, the Secretary-General said that he remains positive about Copenhagen. He said, “We have known for a while that we will not have a treaty in Copenhagen. This is not news.” But he added, “We can still reach a significant agreement in Copenhagen that will provide the foundation for a treaty next year.” 
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