[image: image5.jpg]~ X\, UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (“am
' V‘/ Programme des Nations Unies pour I'environnement Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente \\l‘“' 'y‘y
w TIporpamma Opr: 065 Hartmii o oKpy»KaroImei cpee Al 3asriall f""s” G_Au Y .

BASEKEYRE UNEP





THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 29 April, 2010

Other Environment News
· Financial Times (UK): US oil slick five times bigger than estimated 

· AFP: Louisiana coast under threat as oil spill worsens
· AFP:World needs clean energy revolution: UN chief 

· VOA (US): U.N. Report says 1.6 Billion Still Lack Access to Electricity
· Reuters: U.N. helicopters fly baby Congo gorillas to safety
· Telegraph: Melting sea ice would cause sea levels to rise by 'hair's breadth'
· AFP:Russia's Putin voices fears for polar bears
· One World (Blog):'Avatar' Director: 'A Complete Reboot of How We See Things'
· Deutsche-Welle: Cities are taking the lead in combating climate change 
· Guardian (Blog):Cape Wind to become America's first offshore windfarm
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of December 29th April 2010
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of December 29th April 2010(None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News 
UN News Centre: UN report pushes for energy access and efficiency to fight poverty and climate change
28 April 2010
Some 3 billion people worldwide rely on traditional biomass for cooking and heating, resulting in adverse health effects if used in inadequately ventilated buildings, with 1.5 billion having no access to electricity. 
As well as lifting the world’s poorest out of poverty, a well-performing energy system will also propel success towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and in spurring industrial development in low- and middle-income countries, according to the report by the high-level Energy and Climate Change Advisory Group. 
“The decisions we make today on energy will have a profound impact on the global climate, on sustainable development, on economic growth and global security,” the Secretary-General stressed. 
According to the World Bank, countries with underperforming energy systems could lose up to 2 per cent of growth potential annually due to electric power outages, inefficient use of scarce energy sources and others. 
The study by the Advisory Group – set up by Mr. Ban last year and comprising 20 business leaders, academics and representatives of the United Nations and civil society – called on nations to commitment themselves to two key complementary goals. 
First, it calls for universal access to modern energy services that are reliable, affordable, sustainable, and, if possible, from low-emissions sources by 2030. 
“All countries have a role to play,” the group emphasizes, urging high-income nations to make this a development assistance priority and secure financing, middle-income countries to share relevant expertise and experience; and low-income countries to help create the right local institutional, regulatory and policy environment for investments – including by the private sector – to be made. 
The other challenge is to slash global energy intensity, measured by the quantity of energy per unit of gross domestic product (GDP), the study notes. 
“Developed and developing countries alike need to build and strengthen their capacity to implement effective policies, market-based mechanisms, business models, investment tools and regulations with regard to energy use,” which would reduce intensity by about 2.5 per cent annually and helping to curb carbon emissions in the coming decades. 
“These are ambitious goals, but I think they are achievable,” Mr. Ban told reporters today at the report’s launch. “And they are necessary.” 
At an event earlier this morning, he stressed that tackling the energy challenge cannot be accomplished by governments alone, but will require global cooperation and coordinated action within the UN system. 
“And all sectors of society will need to be engaged: the private sector, civil society, international organizations and the world of academia and research.” 
Kandeh K. Yumkella, Director-General of the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), speaking to reporters at the report’s launch, highlighted the need to create incentives for a transformation to a “new industrial revolution.” 

“Everyone agrees on the need for greater energy efficiency,” which he likened to “low-hanging fruit” that no one has so far picked since the details on achieving the target have yet to be worked out, he said. 
Mr. Yumkella, who chairs the Advisory Group, also pointed out the need to ensure that developed countries do not solely extract energy – such as oil and gas – from poor nations, but that they also ensure that developing countries’ energy needs are met to ensure global security. 
For his part, Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and a member of the Group, sought to emphasize how boosting access to and the efficiency of energy will be part of “an integral transition” to a green economy where the world must “produce more with less” and utilize resources less wastefully.
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IPS: UN Sets Out Roadmap for Universal Electricity Access
28th April 2010

People's access to electricity, especially modern electricity, must increase even as greenhouse gases are reduced, according to a report issued Wednesday by the U.N. Secretary-General's Advisory Group on Energy and Climate Change.

Some 1.6 billion people worldwide still lack access to electricity, a significant barrier to development. And approximately 3.0 billion people, half of humanity, rely on traditional and harmful biomass for cooking and heating, according to U.N. data. 

The smoke from the biomass can cause serious health problems. Every year, 1.5 million people, mostly women and children, die from pulmonary disease caused by smoke inhalation. 

"I convened this group last year for one simple reason: we need to urgently transform the global energy system," said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. "The decisions we make today on energy will have a profound impact on the global climate, on sustainable development, on economic growth, and global security." 

A reliable, affordable and clean energy supply is the key to economic growth, according to the report. Developing countries in particular need to expand access to modern energy services if they are to reduce poverty end achieve the anti-poverty targets contained in the Millennium Development Goals. 

The report sets two key objectives for the year 2030 – universal basic access to modern energy systems and increases in energy efficiency. It also calls for a 40 percent reduction in global energy intensity by 2030, which would mean reducing the global intensity by 2.5 percent per year. 

There are important synergies between these goals. 

Modern, efficient energy systems will contribute to a more rapid reduction in net energy intensity. Increased energy efficiency allows existing and new infrastructure to reach more people. Similarly, energy-efficient appliance and equipment make energy services affordable for consumers. 

At the report's launch, Ban was flanked by the Group's chairman, Kandeh Yumkella, director-general of the U.N. Industrial Development Organisation, Helge Lund, CEO of Statoil, and Achim Steiner, executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme. 

Yumkella described the report as an action plan. "It sets forth ambitious but achievable ways to provide everyone access to electricity and other modern energy services," he said. 

He added that the technology and business models already exist, but the initiative will need significant commitments from national governments and the international community. 

And it is up to each country to choose which solution, or mix of solutions, that should be adopted. Availability of resources, the regulatory and policy environment and costs would be key factors. 

The capital investment required to achieve the goal of universal access, a "basic human need", is 35 to 40 billion dollars per year, based on cost estimates. Grant funding of 10 to 15 billion dollars a year and loan capital of 20 to 25 billion dollars a year will also be needed. 

While this may sound like a lot of money, it represents only around five percent of the total global energy investments expected during this period. 

The investment required to provide sufficient energy production would, according to the report, be almost entirely for concessional loan capital rather than grant funding. This is because the additional energy capacity will provide people with income opportunities and therefore their ability to pay for their energy service. 

There are already some success stories, such as Brazil, China and Vietnam, which have managed to rapidly expand energy access, Yumkella said. China, Japan, Denmark and Sweden were cited as countries that have improved their energy efficiency. 

The advisory group was set up last year to advise Ban on the energy-related dimensions of climate change negotiations. It comprises 20 members, including business leaders, academics and representatives of the United Nations and civil society, from different parts of the world. 

In September, world leaders will meet at the U.N. to assess progress on the Millennium Development Goals and to chart a course of action for the next five years. Later in the year, government delegations will gather in Mexico to continue working towards a climate change agreement.
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Ghana Business Review (Blog): Two presidents win UNEP 2010 Champions of the Earth Awards
28th April 2010
Two presidents have been announced as winners of the 2010 Champions of the Earth Awards, which is the United Nations’ highest awards for environmental leadership.
The two are the President of Guyana, Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo and President of the Maldives, His Excellency Mohamed Nasheed.
They are part of a total of six winners who were announced Thursday April 22, 2010 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, drawn from the worlds of government, science, business and entertainment.

All the awardees, including the presidents will for the first time since the awards was introduced receive cash amounts of US$40,000 for each of the categories.
Announcing the award recipients for this year, a press release from the United Nations Environment Programme, stated that each of them exemplifies how action, inspiration, personal commitment and creativity can catalyse a transition to a low carbon, resource efficient 21st-century Green Economy.
Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director, announced the winners of this year’s UNEP Champions of the Earth awards as:

·    The President of Guyana and passionate forestry and ecosystem infrastructure proponent, Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo

·    The President of the Maldives and international climate change campaigner, His Excellency Mohamed Nasheed

·    Afghanistan’s Director General of the National Environmental Protection Agency and avid sustainability advocate, Prince Mostapha Zaher

·    Japanese earth scientist and pioneer of research into how the oceans cycle carbon, Dr. Taro Takahashi

·    Chinese actress and popular green life-style guru, Ms. Zhou Xun

·    American venture capitalist, green energy entrepreneur and co-founder of Sun Microsystems, Vinod Khosla.
The trophies were presented at a gala event in Seoul, Republic of Korea during Earth Day and in conjunction with the Business for the Environment Global Summit (B4E), which was attended by more than 1,000 representatives from business, government, and civil society.

Mr. Steiner said: “The six winners represent some of the key pillars upon which society can build Green Growth and a development path to unite rather than divide six billion people. Entrepreneur Vinod Khosla has made it a personal mission to realise a low-carbon path by establishing investments in clean and renewable energy start-ups.”
“President Nasheed is not only an articulate voice for the vulnerable and the poor facing the challenges of global warming, but a politician who is showcasing to the rest of the world how a transition to climate neutrality can be achieved and how all nations, no matter how big or how small, can contribute.”
He said for his part “Dr Takahasi has pioneered the science of climate change as it relates to the seas and oceans. In doing so, his work not only underlines the threats but also the policy choices governments and investors must make to ensure the marine realm remains healthy, productive and an ally against climate change.”
Speaking about Price Zaher, Mr. Steiner said he “has transformed environmental policy and laid the foundation for sustainability in one of the most challenging countries on the planet at this moment in history. He has balanced the day-to-day realities of Afghanistan with a determination that his country will have clean air and healthy water—backed by laws– upon which a sustainable and peaceful society can be built.”
“Zhou Xun is an actress and one of, if not the, most popular and acclaimed celebrities in China. Her well publicised statements, advice and life-style choices are influencing millions of fans to become more environmentally-conscious citizens and consumers,” he continued.
“Last but not least, President Jagdeo is a powerful advocate of the need to conserve and more intelligently manage the planet’s natural and nature-based assets. He has recognised more than most of the multiple Green Economy benefits of forests in terms of combating climate change, but also in terms of development; employment; improved water supplies and the conservation of biodiversity,” said Mr. Steiner.
The awards, first established in 2004, recognise achievements in areas of: Entrepreneurial Vision, Policy and Leadership, Science and Innovation, Inspiration and Action, and a special category for 2010, Biodiversity and Ecosystems Management.
The Champions of the Earth is an international environment award given out every year by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and recognises individuals who embody commitment and vision towards environmental leadership through their action and their influence.
To date, the award has recognised 34 outstanding environmental leaders including Al Gore, Brazil’s former Environment Minister Marina Silva, Sudanese researcher Dr. Balgis Osman-Elasha and Olympic Committee Chair Jacques Rogge, among others.
This year, members of the public had the opportunity to nominate people online for the prize. More than 100 nominations were submitted from around the world. The nominees were then shortlisted and the finalists were chosen through an internal review.

Thanks to a new partnership with LG Electronics Inc., this year’s Champions of the Earth Awards came for the first time with a monetary prize of US$40,000 for each of the category winners.
In addition to the specially commissioned trophy created by renowned Chinese artist, Yuan Xikun, the cash prize serves as an incentive and resource for growing and replicating the laureates’ work and their impact on the communities they serve.

The award and award winners:

Entrepreneurial Vision – Khosla Ventures / Vinod Khosla

A legendary venture capitalist and the co-founder of Sun Microsystems, Vinod Khosla has been dubbed Silicon Valley’s ‘Mr. Green’.
In September 2009, Khosla’s venture capital firm, Khosla Ventures, announced it had raised US$1.1 billion in a “green fund” that would be used to spur development of renewable energy and other clean technologies.
The fund came at a time when venture capital investments in green technology were just beginning to recover from a precipitous fall prompted by the global economic collapse in 2008. Of the US$1.1 billion, US$800 million will place investments in more established technologies while US$275 million will be used to make smaller investments in earlier stage technology companies. 
At the time of its announcement, the fund was the largest launched since 2007 and one of the largest ever launched for clean technologies.
Mr. Khosla has begun several environmental start-ups to try to reduce the world’s dependence on petroleum. He says the burgeoning revolution in oil alternatives will be bigger — far bigger – than the internet revolution of yesteryear.
In his personal life, Khosla is carbon-neutral. He offsets his own carbon emissions with TerraPass.com and Carbonfund.org, and says he will soon be carbon-negative.
In January 2010, Bill Gates announced he has invested in Khosla’s green technology fund. When asked about Khosla, Gates said: “He is backing some great entrepreneurs. I get some exposure to them as part of that. Innovation is called for in a big way.”
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Press Zoom (Blog): Barbara J. Krumsiek and Richard Burrett named Co-Chairs of UNEP Finance Initiative
27th  April  2010
The largest partnership between the United Nations and the financial services sector has elected two new Co-Chairs to steer the initiative in the run up to the landmark UN "Rio+20" Summit in May 2012.

Barbara Krumsiek, CEO of the Washington D.C headquartered Calvert Group Ltd, and Richard Burrett, a partner in the London-based Earth Capital Partners, will steer the United Nations Environment programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) for the next two years (see Editor's notes for more on the Co-Chairs). 
UNEP FI, an 18-year-old partnership between UNEP and the financial services sector, includes 190 banks, insurers and investment organizations in its worldwide membership. 


The United Nation's "Rio+20" summit will convene in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, twenty years after the original 1992 Rio Earth Summit when world leaders gathered for the first time to discuss environmental and development issues.
UNEP FI was formed to provide input to the 1992 summit. The role of finance and capital markets will be central to the Green Economy theme of Rio+20. 

"As the economy and the financial sector begin to recover, we have both an opportunity and obligation to build sustainability into the way global financial companies do business," explained Krumsiek.
"The challenges finance and investment face on the road to the Rio+20 Summit are considerable. It is a critical time to work for progress and develop the means to deal with the next crisis – which may very well be a natural resources crisis" she added. 

Richard Burrett added: "UNEP FI has for many years worked on developing the understanding of environmental, social and governance issues by financial institutions and the risks and opportunities emerging from them. 
The challenge remains acute. I am excited at the chance to play a greater role in pushing this critical work forward and, importantly, to work with Barbara to steer UNEP FI on the road to the Rio+20 Summit." 

'Barbara and Richard have long been at the forefront of promoting sustainability at their own firms and, through their firms' sustainable investment criteria and advocacy – among the world's leading companies,' said Paul Clements Hunt, UNEP FI's Head of Unit. 'We look forward to drawing on their deep knowledge, strong commitment and extensive network of contacts, as we take this initiative forward.'
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CNW group (Blog):Desjardins Funds becomes signatory to Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI)

28th  April 2010

The PRI are an initiative of the United Nations 

LÉVIS, QC, April 28 /CNW Telbec/ - Desjardins Funds is pleased to announce it has become a signatory to the Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI), an initiative spearheaded by the United Nations through the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) and the UN Global Compact. 

The PRI were initially established in 2006 by a group of institutional investors from 16 different countries with assets under management of $3 trillion.
 These principles aim to align the long term investing goals of institutional investors with society as a whole by applying and integrating environmental, social and governance (ESG) criteria to the investment process. 

Desjardins Funds has been actively involved in socially responsible investing (SRI) since 1990 when it launched the Desjardins Environment Fund. In early 2009, Desjardins also introduced its SocieTerra Portfolios, a whole new range of SRI funds that respect ESG principles.
 The SocieTerra Portfolios were developed in partnership with Ethical Funds, a Canadian leader in SRI. Desjardins has a 50% stake in Ethical Funds through 
NorthWest and Ethical Investments, L.P. By becoming a signatory of PRI, Desjardins Funds is once again demonstrating its leadership role in Canada's Responsible Investment movement. 

Principles of Responsible Investment 

The PRI are six principles that incorporate ESG criteria in investment processes. The signatories freely and voluntarily commit to undertaking an approach aimed at integrating and respecting these principles in their investment practices. 

By following these principles, the signatories commit themselves: 

    - to incorporate ESG criteria into their investment policies and

      shareholder programs;

    - to demand that the companies in which they invest report appropriate

      information on ESG issues;

    - to promote the acceptance and implementation of PRI within the

      investment management industry;

    - and to report individually on their own progress towards implementing

      the principles.

Since the beginning of 2009 through its SocieTerra Portfolios, Desjardins Funds with the support of its partner Ethical Funds, has introduced a dialogue program with the companies in which it invests. 
This program is aimed at improving these companies' environmental, social and governance practices. SocieTerra Portfolios invest in all economic sectors, except the arms, nuclear and tobacco industries. 
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News Dire (Blog): Creating carbon free economy significant to prevent impact of climate change
28th   April  2010 

Creating carbon free economy is significant to prevent impacts of climate change on development, Deputy Director General of the Environmental Protection Authority of Ethiopia, Desalegn Mesfin said .

Desalegn said the process of building such economy should further be strengthened though it is already incorporated in the country's development plan.

Desalegn was speaking here on Wednesday at a workshop on "Climate Change and Development - Adapting by Reducing Vulnerability (CC DARE)".

He said identifying constraints in the process of building such economy is important to further intensify best practices.

Desalegn said the CC DARE is a joint initiative between UNEP and UNDP funded by the government of Denmark .

He said the CC DARE fund will be instrumental to enhance coordination among different government implementing partners in areas of adaptation of climatic change and thus bring efficiency in resource utilization.

Climate change is a global agenda and Ethiopia is playing a leading role representing Africa to address climate issues, he said.

These make the CC DARE program very timely and pertinent as it enables to establish an integrated program approach to Ethiopia's management of Climatic Change Risks, Vulnerabilities and Opportunities.

Strategic Policy Advisor - CC DARE Project, Climate Change Adaptation Unit, Dr. Richard Tingem Munang on the occasion said lack of awareness on climate change among the public is one of the gaps.

The workshop is aimed at creating awareness on the issue.

Ambassador of Denmark to Ethiopia, Pernille Dahler Kardel also said the Danish government decided to support the CC DARE with a view to addressing the need for a strong link between poverty alleviation and climate change.

The ambassador said CC DARE will cooperate with already existing climate initiatives and provide initiative for integration with other development strategies in play in the country.
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Low Carbon Economy (Blog): Who is performing best in the race towards a low carbon economy?
28th April 2010
For many countries around the world the task they face in the coming years is how to create a more sustainable environment while still competing in the global economy. 

This represents a significant challenge, as businesses have often been reluctant to change their practices for fear of them impacting on their bottom line.

However, the annual Climate Competitiveness Index, compiled by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and non-profit organisation AccountAbility, suggests that many nations are already making strides in this area. 

Simply put, a country's climate competitiveness is measured by its accountability, defined as the clarity and support for its policies, and its performance - whether its track record suggests it is able to implement the changes.

The report analysed the activities of 95 major countries across the world. Together, these nations account for 97 per cent of the world's economic activity and 96 per cent of its carbon emissions.

Germany, Europe's largest economy, was shown to be performing well in many areas. It was named as an "outstanding example" of a country which is making significant strides towards a low carbon economy. 

The country was also said to have achieved "consistent progress" in combining climate accountability with performance, which UNEP said is the key to increasing Climate Competitiveness. 

Sweden, Denmark, Japan and France were all shown to be performing well in this area. North Africa and the Middle East region were of the worst performers in both areas.

In terms of the performance index, the UK was shown to be the strongest nation in the world. However, it lagged behind a number of other European countries when it came to accountability.

The Low Carbon Economy Limited partnership with UNEP can be found by clicking here. It includes data and policy, country by country, which can be viewed and analysed.

UNEP suggested that the countries which performed well in the index had a strong record in reporting and managing carbon emissions, as well as developing their range of low carbon products and services. 

It said that a network of organisations dedicated to the support of low carbon growth was present in those which performed best.

But in Bolivia, Ghana, Vietnam and Bangladesh, concern among members of the population was a key driver and in Scandinavia and Singapore businesses were playing a major role.

All signs point to the routes leading to a low carbon economy being varied, which begs the question, is the UK currently travelling down the right one? [image: image1.png]
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EPO (European Patenting Office): Assessing Europe's renewable energy innovation potential
28th April 2010
The European Patent Forum 2010 opened in Madrid on Wednesday with a discussion on the role that intellectual property plays in the development and transfer of clean energy technologies. 
Following welcome addresses by EPO President Alison Brimelow and Amparo Fernández, Spanish Undersecretary for Industry, Tourism and Trade, delegates heard a report from Nick Johnstone from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) on patenting trends in renewable energy. 
Drawing on data from the EPO Worldwide Patent Statistics Database (PATSTAT), he showed how policy initiatives, such as the Kyoto Protocol, affect patenting trends in various clean energy fields.
 He told the audience that a number of influences come into play on top of environmental policies, including prices, social and economic factors, a country's general innovative capacity and market conditions. 
The OECD's findings will be published later this year as part of a joint study conducted by the EPO with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD). 
Klaus Willnow, the Head of External Innovation Cooperations at Siemens Energy and the first panellist to speak, stressed the importance of the smart grid in addressing the energy challenge.
"We have to think smart in all areas," he said, adding that Siemens now employs more software developers than Microsoft.
Another panellist, Finn Strom Madsen, President of Vestas Technology R&D, a leading European player in the wind energy sector, expressed concern that without proper support from policy-makers, Europe would loose its leading role in the wind sector. 
"We already have 70 competitors in China and another seven in Korea," he said. He identified three key concerns for European companies: a "misguided belief" that IP is a barrier to green innovation, an increasing trend towards green protectionism and the lack of an EU Patent. 
Around 300 delegates are taking part in the European Patent Forum in Madrid, which continues tomorrow. 
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ISRIA (Blog): South Korea - The President touts four rivers project at B4E summit
29th April 2010
The President said that the four rivers restoration project is a representative "Green New Deal" project that promotes the protection of living creatures and economic growth at the same time, at the Business for Environment Summit (B4E) held at COEX, southern Seoul, on Apr. 22.

Korean rivers, like those of other countries, suffered massive damage from rapid industrialization, he said, and the four rivers restoration project will bring the rivers (Han, Geum, Nakdong and Yeongsan Rivers) back to life.

The renovation will help lessen the problem of water shortages and enhance the productivity of water resources, he stressed.

While pointing out that climate change is the biggest challenge ever faced by humankind, the President said different and new measures should be put in place to manage the problem.

The President emphasized more than anything else the importance of a global partnership for the sustainable environment-friendly growth of the world. Nobody in the world is free from responsibility for the environmental crisis, Lee said to the summit's participants.

Meanwhile, the B4E summit, co-hosted by Korea's Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Knowledge Economy and Presidential Committee on Green Growth and the United Nations Environment Program, the United Nations Global Compact and the World Wide Fund for Nature was attended by about 1,000 business leaders, government officials and NGO officials, making it the largest environment summit of its kind following the 15th UN Climate Change Conference held in Copenhagen in 2009.

The participants at the meeting stressed environmental protection and relevant corporate social responsibility.

The business leaders attending the summit in particular discussed plans to raise energy efficiency, develop and implement green growth strategies, manage water resources and innovate clean technology along with heads of states and international organizations.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at the summit said that what we need now is green growth. He went on to say that climate change, desertification and less and less biodiversity are themselves posing threats to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. He asked businesspeople worldwide to take the lead in efforts to counter the problems.

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director, highlighted that global business and economic leaders should employ new approaches when handling environmental problems. 
The worn-out economic model of the 20th century will not be useful when bringing about efficient and low-carbon economic development that is needed by the world population, which is forecast to surpass 9 billion by 2050, he said.
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Other Environment News
Financial Times (Blog): US oil slick five times bigger than estimated
29th April 2010

The scale of the environmental threat created by BP’s oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico increased sharply on Wednesday night, as the US authorities suggested five times more oil could be leaking into the water than had previously been thought.

The leak follows the explosion on the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig on April 20, which is believed to have killed 11 men.
The incident is a serious issue for the whole industry, potentially threatening public support for offshore development, which is seen as the most promising source of future US oil production.
The US Coast Guard said it now estimated 5,000 barrels of oil per day could be leaking into the ocean from the site, rather than its previous estimate of 1,000 barrels per day.

At that rate, it would take less than two months for as much oil to be spilt as in the Exxon Valdez disaster in Alaska in 1989.
BP confirmed on Thursday that a third source of leaking oil had been identified in the broken riser, the pipe that had connected the rig to the well on the sea bed in 5,000 feet of water.
Much of the riser is now on the ocean floor, but a raised section has buckled and appears to have broken, creating an additional source of oil leakage.
BP said it did not believe the total rate of escape had increased, but the US authorities had reassessed their earlier estimate of the volumes of oil being released.
A huge effort, described as the largest in the industry’s history, is now being mounted in an attempt to stop the oil reaching the shore.
On Wednesday BP set fire to some of the oil to try to limit the damage to marine animals and other wildlife. US authorities are predicting the oil might come to shore as soon as Friday night. 
BP lassoed of a pool of oil with a 500 foot flame-resistant boom and lit it, predicting it would take about 1.5 hours to burn. 
It was one of many efforts BP has taken to contain the spill, which has spread out across into an area about 100 miles long by 45 miles wide. 
It also is using skimmer ships and dispersants. About 70 vessels, six aircraft and 1,700 staff from BP, other companies and the US authorities have been committed to the effort.

US authorities estimated the oil from the Gulf spill could push ``tar balls’’ into the Mississippi River.
On Wednesday, the oil was estimated to be about 20 miles east of the mouth of the river.
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AFP: Louisiana coast under threat as oil spill worsens
29th April 2010

NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana (AFP) – A giant oil slick threatened Thursday to pollute the fragile wetlands of Louisiana, as officials warned that toxic crude was pouring from a ruptured well into the Gulf of Mexico five times faster than previously estimated.

Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal called on the federal government for emergency help to stave off an environmental disaster after a sudden change in the wind direction turned week-long response efforts on their head.

The dangerous slick early Thursday reportedly was just 16 miles (25 kilometers) from shore, but hundreds of miles of coastline were under threat in the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida.

In another major blow, the US government's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced that more than 200,000 gallons of oil a day were now thought to be spewing into the Gulf from the debris of the Deepwater Horizon rig, which sank last week following a deadly explosion.

British energy giant BP, which leases the rig and has been leading the response to the disaster along with the US Coast Guard, acknowledged a newly-discovered leak but said it believed the flow of oil was unchanged at 1,000 barrels, or 42,000 gallons, a day. 

The new leak was detected "upstream," on the riser pipe which had connected the well to the rig before the accident, and therefore not a source of additional oil emanating from the well, according to BP.

Jindal said NOAA reports suggested a portion of the slick, which has a 600-mile (965-kilometer) circumference, had broken off and could register a direct hit on coastal nature reserves on Thursday due to strong winds.

"At this time, the Pass-A-Loutre Wildlife Management Area is expected to see the first impact of the oil spill," he said, adding that he had spoken to US Homeland Security chief Janet Napolitano to seek additional assistance.

More than 20 miles of booms, inflatable barriers that float on the sea surface and are intended to contain the spill, have been placed along the Louisiana coast but Jindal said more were needed.

Crews began a controlled "trial" burn Wednesday of the thickest parts of the slick but a change in the wind direction threatened to undo their good work and become a far more important factor.

Two skimming vessels swept dense concentrations of oil in the center of the slick into a 500-foot (150-meter) fire-resistant boom.

It was set alight in a zone roughly 50 miles south of the mouth of the Mississippi river in what BP described as a "successful" burn operation.

Similar efforts on past spills have burnt off between 50 and 90 percent of oil captured and crews plan several more burns in the coming days.

Nevertheless, Charlie Henry, a scientific support coordinator from NOAA, said there was a "high risk" that strong winds from the southeast would push emulsified oil and "tar balls" into the Mississippi delta area by Friday night.

If large quantities of crude drift into Louisiana's marshy wetlands, mopping it up would be next to impossible.

It would be disastrous for natural parks full of waterfowl and rare wildlife and could also imperil the state's 2.4-billion-dollar-a-year fisheries industry, which produces a significant portion of US seafood.

The Deepwater Horizon platform sank April 22, two days after a huge explosion that killed 11 workers.

The accident has not disrupted offshore energy operations in the Gulf, which account for 30 percent of all US oil production and 11 percent of domestic gas production. 

BP, which leased the semi-submersible rig from Houston-based contractor Transocean, has been operating four robotic submarines to try and cap the ruptured well on the seabed some 5,000 feet (1,500 meters) below the surface. 

Crews have failed so far to fully activate a giant 450-tonne valve system, called a blowout preventer, that should have shut off the oil as soon as the disaster happened. 

As a back-up, engineers are frantically constructing a giant dome that could be placed over the leaks to trap the oil, allowing it to be pumped up to container ships on the surface. 

Coast Guard Rear Admiral Mary Landry, who is leading the government's response to the disaster, warned that if the well is not secured the spill could end up being one of the worst in US history. 

Should the revised NOAA figure be accurate, then nearly 1.5 million gallons have already spewed into the Gulf. 

By comparison, some 11 million gallons of crude spilled from the Exxon Valdez into Prince William Sound, Alaska in 1989.
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AFP:World needs clean energy revolution: UN chief
28th April 2010

Rich and poor nations need a "clean energy revolution" in order to cut greenhouse gas emissions responsible for global warming, UN chief Ban Ki-moon said here Wednesday.

"We cannot achieve the (poverty-reduction) Millennium Development Goals without providing access to affordable modern energy," he said as he opened a day-long energy conference.

Noting that 1.6 billion people around the world lack access to electricity while two to three billion still rely on traditional energy sources such as firewood, peat or dung, the UN boss said access to energy must be expanded "in the cleanest, most efficient way possible."

Ban spoke as he launched a report by his advisory group on energy and climate change that calls for "universal access to modern energy services" by 2030 and stresses the need to cut energy intensity by 40 percent also by 2030.

Energy intensity is measured by the quantity of energy per unit of economic activity or output.

"The aim of providing universal access should be to create improved conditions for economic take-off, contribute to attaining (the development goals by the 2015 target) and enable the poorest of the poor to escape poverty," the report said.

It added that curbing global energy intensity would require developed and developing countries to strenghthen their capacity to implement effective policies, market-based mechanisms, investment tools and regulations with respect to energy use.

The report said these ambitious goals can be achieved due to technology innovation through adoption of appropriate national strategies and international finance, including innovative financial mechanisms and climate finance.

It said 35 to 40 billion dollars in capital would be needed on average per year to achieve basic universal access to modern energy services (for cooking, heating, lighting, communication and education) by 2030.

The study also said participation by the private sector was essential to meet those goals.

It pointed out that energy access has been dramatically expanded in countries such as China, Brazil and Vietnam while dramatic improvement in energy efficiency has been recorded in China, Denmark, Japan, Sweden and California.
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VOA (US): U.N. Report says 1.6 Billion Still Lack Access to Electricity
 28th April 2010

A new U.N. report calls for expanding access to energy to more than two-billion people and boosting efforts for clean, efficient and renewable energy.
The Secretary-General’s Advisory Group on Energy and Climate Change report - Energy for a Sustainable Future - says many people still lack access to electricity, describing it as a “significant barrier” to development.
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon released the report Wednesday in New York, saying, “I convened this group last year for one simple reason.  We need to urgently transform this global energy system.”
Moon adds, “The decisions we make today on energy will have a profound impact on global climate, on sustainable development, on economic growth and global security.”

He says a “clean energy revolution” is needed in developing countries to meet rising demand and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Findings

Moon says affordable, modern energy sources are necessary to meet the Millennium Development Goals by their target date of 2015.

“One-point-six-billion people lack access to electricity.  Without electricity you cannot do anything in this world.  Two to three billion people still rely on traditional energy sources, such as firewood, peat or dung.  This affects their health and keeps people trapped in poverty,” he says.

The report calls for “universal access to basic modern energy services” by 2030.  It says this can be achieved “without significantly increasing greenhouse emissions.”
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Reuters: U.N. helicopters fly baby Congo gorillas to safety
28th April 

United Nations peacekeepers in Congo have used helicopters to airlift endangered baby gorillas to a sanctuary after they were rescued in a conflict zone where they faced being captured or eaten.
The animals ferried to safety are eastern lowland gorillas, a species that only lives in Democratic Republic of Congo and is classified as "endangered" on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature's (IUCN) red list.
The four gorillas, which had been rescued from traffickers in various parts of Congo's rebel-infested east, were flown by helicopter on Tuesday from Goma to the Kasugho Sanctuary in North Kivu province.
"If you use vehicles, there is a great risk of losing the animals because they are traumatized. We used aircraft because we really wanted to reduce their stress level," Benoit Kisuki, Conservation International's country director, told Reuters.
Kisuki said the air transfer was part of a wider project to combat the illegal trade in baby gorillas, which has intensified in recent years with the proliferation of armed groups and constant insecurity in eastern Congo.
"The objective is to reintroduce them in their natural environment," he added.
The gorillas are often caught, trafficked and sold for thousands of dollars on the world market as exotic pets. Others are killed and sold locally as "bush meat."
The research center in Kasugho has developed a two-hectare (4.9 acre) area where scientists can monitor young gorillas as they prepare to be released into the wild.
Six other individuals, currently under protection in Rwanda, are due to be flown in on June 10 to "socialize" with the first group and "form a family of 10," Kisuki said.
The gorillas could be a valuable asset for the future economic development of east Congo, after the animals became a major tourist attraction in Uganda and Rwanda, raising several million dollars in revenues.
There is no accurate data for eastern lowland gorilla populations. But Congo's gorillas have weathered years of warfare in the east and more than 150 rangers have been killed trying to protect the area's five national parks from poachers.
A U.N.-backed report last month said gorillas may become near-extinct in Africa's Greater Congo Basin by the mid-2020s unless action is taken to stop poaching and protect their habitat.
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Telegraph: Melting sea ice would cause sea levels to rise by 'hair's breadth'

28th April 2010
Melting icebergs are causing sea levels to rise, scientists have discovered, but only by a hair's breadth every year. 

Researchers at the University of Leeds calculate that around 1.5 million Titanic-sized icebergs each year are melting into the sea every year in the Arctic and Antarctic. This is causing sea level to rise by just 49 micrometers per year - around a hair's breadth. 

At that rate it would take 200 years for the oceans to rise by 1cm as a result of melting sea ice. If all the floating ice in the world melted it would cause sea levels to rise by just 4cm. 

In comparison if all the ice on land melted it would cause a rise of 70m. 

Sea levels will also rise as the oceans get warmer because of thermal expansion. 

But Professor Andrew Shepherd, one of the authors of the study published in Geophysical Research Letters, said the tiny rise caused by melting ice was still significant. 

He said it will be important to factor in the small changes caused by melting sea ice in judging sea level rise in the future, especially if global warming accelerates. 

Melting ice caps also accelerate climate change as seawater absorbs more sunlight, therefore it will warm quicker than when the sea is covered in ice. 

"Over recent decades there have been dramatic reductions in the quantity of Earth's floating ice, including collapses of Antarctic ice shelves and the retreat of Arctic sea ice," he said. 

"These changes have had major impacts on regional climate and, because oceans are expected to warm considerably over the course of the 21st century, the melting of floating ice should be considered in future assessments of sea level rise." 
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AFP:Russia's Putin voices fears for polar bears
28 April 2010

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, better known in the West for his tough-guy image, expressed concern Thursday for the fate of Arctic polar bears threatened by climate change.

"The polar bear is under threat. Their population is currently only 25,000 individuals," Putin was quoted by Russian news agencies as saying after a recent trip to an island in the Arctic Ocean.

Although Putin is better known in the West for pushing a muscular foreign policy and tightening control over the Russian political system, he has occasionally shown compassion for wildlife and nature.

His press service and the Russian Geographical Society said that Putin went to the Arctic to visit Russia's most northerly border post and take part in a Russian scientific expedition.

"The reduction in the surface of the ice sheet, the melting of the ice, all this adds to the complications in the conditions of life" of the polar bears, he said.

He helped scientists put a tracking collar on a 230-kilo (506-pound) polar bear as part of an observation programme,

Last year he condemned the hunting of baby whitecoat seals, saying it was a "bloody business".

In 2006 he decided to re-route a controversial oil pipeline around Siberia's Lake Baikal, winning praise from environmental groups, and in October 2008 he was shown on television cuddling a tiger cub he had received as a birthday gift.
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One World (Blog):'Avatar' Director: 'A Complete Reboot of How We See Things'
27th  April 2010

The blockbuster, critically acclaimed film 'Avatar' portrays the ruthless plundering of a pristine ecosystem on a distant planet by greedy corporate interests – a scenario that is all too familiar to many indigenous communities here on Earth. 

IPS correspondent Marguerite A. Suozzi spoke to director James Cameron at a screening of the film during the ongoing ninth session of the U.N. Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. Excerpts from the interview follow. 

Q: Do you think observing nature changing over time impacted the creation of 'Avatar'? 
A: I think when you have a sense of a connection to nature, and see what we are doing as a societyâ€¦you feel a sense of obligation, maybe, and for me it's a sense of obligation as an artist to say something about it, and I work in commercial entertainment. 

Commercial entertainment is normally not the platform that's used for this type of communication. Normally, it would be documentary filmmaking, but the problem with documentary film is that they're usually watched by people who already understand the problem, as opposed to a piece of global mass entertainment that will reach everybody. So the attempt with 'Avatar', without being preachy and within the context of a story of adventure and so on, was to deal with these themes and give people not just a kind of intellectual reaction, but a powerful, emotional, cathartic film. 

Q: How can we reconcile a system that values science, development, progress and discovery, without encroaching upon the rights of indigenous peoples? 
A: It's development that encroaches, it's infrastructure projects like dams and highways and pipelines. It's effluent, it's pollution, it's wastewater from oil processing facilities, and so on. It's us as consumers and our consumer society which through market forces cause a continuous expansion of our industrial presence, our extraction industries and so on. 

It's not the scientists - the scientists, I think know, certainly, to go in and very, very quietly, and with minimal impact, study, and they learn about the biodiversity of the rainforest. Anthropologists learn about the cultures of indigenous people and so on, in a very non-intrusive way. Whereas extractive industries, major utilities, people like that, they don't care. If they could do it without any conscience, I believe they would. 

There are now some brakes on that process through the indigenous rights that have been constitutionally established, that have been acknowledged in various declarations and so on, but for the most part, there aren't teeth in it. There's not a lot of enforcement and these people are forced to use their own money, and their own resources to fight these legal battles and to push back. 

Q: What about using indigenous knowledge in thinking our way out of it? 
A: I think people tend to bog down on, well, there are certain indigenous shamanic practices that lead us to certain pharmaceutical compounds in the highly bio-diverse rainforest, and there is validity to that. There is specific indigenous knowledge that is almost in a sense intellectual property they should benefit from, that we can benefit from. In other words they should actually profit from the use of that knowledge, but I don't think that's the main point. 

The main point is that there is a value-system that they naturally have that has allowed them to live in harmony with nature for a long time and those principles, that wisdom, that spiritual connection to the world, that sense of responsibility to each other, that's the thing that we need to learn. It's a complete reboot of how we see things. I'm not even sure we can do it, but if there is hope, it lies in our ability to have a sea change in our consciousness - to not take more than we give. 

Q: Some have criticised the film for portraying a white male protagonist as the hero who saves the Na'vi. How do you respond to this "white messiah" backlash? 
A: I don't buy that, and by the way I don't think that any of these indigenous people that see their reality in the film felt that at all, or felt that that was an impediment to their enjoyment of the film. 

Q: Have you had any reactions from the indigenous community? 
A: It's been overwhelmingly positive, overwhelmingly. Maybe that's pre-selected on the basis of the people that actually come up to me and talk to me, but I haven't had anybody coming up to me, yelling at me about any kind of white messiah issues. 

The thing is that I think people have to distinguish between African American issues in this country where it's socioeconomic issues dealing with poverty and a voice in the political system, a place at the table - all of those things that have been historically part of that - versus actual survival when bulldozers are knocking down your forest and you have a highly mechanised, industrialised force that's destroying your world. 

When all you've got to fight back with is bows and arrows, there has to be intervention from the international community. So I don't care what race the messiahs are, but we all have to be those messiahs, we have to help these people because you can't stop a bulldozer with a bow and arrow. 

Having said that, it's absolutely critical that the indigenous leaders themselves have a voice, they are the ones who are brought into the political process, that's fundamental to this. I don't want to speak for them. 

Q: The latest seems to be that the Belo Monte dam project, which you have been quite vocal against, is going forward. 
A: It's hard to say, they haven't built anything yet. There was a directive against and for that was overturned several times, and I think there was a third injunction against the auction, and it was overturned by the high court on the basis that there was no immediate direct threat to the indigenous because construction had not begun. 

What I'm hearing in that is that they're saying there are other steps to be discussed before the dam actually goes into construction. So as far as I can see, the battle is just getting warmed up. And in fact we didn't really expect in this round to really prevail, we just expected to do what happened, which was to raise awareness both within Brazil and in the international community. It was on the front page of the New York Times, there is plenty of press on this now. 

So now in a funny way it's in the hands of the NGOs and the legal action within Brazil to try to prevent this, and in the hands of the indigenous leaders who have now been given a bit of a spotlight to speak for themselves.
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Deutsche-Welle: Cities are taking the lead in combating climate change 
27th April

Cities have become the new testing grounds for international climate policies. This is where smart green ideas in the transport sector are developed and implemented - often with encouraging results.

Global climate policy is usually dominated and steered by countries and international organizations. But, as the climate change summit in Copenhagen last year showed, there's a new player on the global stage - cities.

For the first time, a group of city mayors met for their own summit in the Danish capital last year. They made clear that much of the policies for combating global warming now depends on them. Cities make up 80 percent of global energy needs. And they are responsible for 75 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions.

"That's why cities must take a leading role in climate protection - they don't just contribute the most to climate change but will also feel the impact of it the most," Reinhold Achatz, head of the research department of engineering giant Siemens, who studies urban climate policy, said.

Cities make up just three percent of the earth's surface, but half of the world's population lives in them. The United Nations estimates that by 2030, that figure will rise to 60 percent, or five billion people. 

The growing urban population causes many problems: high energy consumption, worsening traffic and growing demand for water. Since 2006, a group called Large Cities Climate Leadership Group (C40) - an alliance of 40 metropolises - has been grappling with the problems. The idea behind it is that cities can learn from each other and raise their lobbying power at international climate negotiations.
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Guardian (Blog):Cape Wind to become America's first offshore windfarm
28th April 2010 

Green light for 130-turbine project in Nantucket Sound overcomes nearly a decade of resistance from the Kennedy clan and local environmental opposition

The Obama administration gave the go-ahead today to America's first offshore windfarm in the Nantucket Sound, overcoming nearly a decade of resistance from the Kennedy clan and other famous denizens of the favourite holiday destination of America's liberal elite.

The announcement provides a much-needed boost for President Obama's green energy credentials in the week that his proposed climate change laws were relegated down the agenda and the Gulf of Mexico oil rig disaster highlighted the potential dangers of any expansion of near-shore drilling.

The Cape Wind project will comprise 130 turbines that are expected to generate 75% of the electricity for Cape Cod and nearby islands like Martha's Vineyard. It could trigger a major expansion in America's use of wind power, which currently generates only 2% of supply.

Announcing the decision in Boston, the interior secretary, Ken Salazar, said: "This will be the first of many projects up and down the Atlantic coast as we build a new energy future. Cape Wind is the opening of a new chapter – the US will once again lead the world on technology."

He acknowledged the path to approval had "not been easy" but said: "It has been examined at all levels and on all sides." He promised future decision making on windfarms would be streamlined.

Opponents of the project had argued that the pristine waters of Nantucket Sound, home to whales and sea birds, was an unsuitable spot for a windarm, and that it should be sited further offshore. They argued the 440-foot towers would interfere with local aircraft, complicate ferry services, and crowd out local fishermen. 
The turbines, as near as 5km to shore, would also intrude on two submerged Indian burial grounds, and wreck the views from the dunes of Cape Cod. But reviews by 17 state and federal agencies, as well as two environmental impact reports, found little of concern.

The Cape Wind project had also encountered strong local opposition, led by the late Ted Kennedy, who used to sail in the Nantucket Sound. The solid bloc of opposition from the Kennedys - even from the environmentalist Robert Kennedy Jr - made Cape Wind a tricky project for Democrats. 
Even John Kerry, the Massachusetts senator, leading the push for climate and energy legislation in the Senate, hesitated to come out for the project. 
The Koch family, the reclusive owners of a private oil company who have homes in the area, also funded a lobbying campaign against the project.

However, Mark Rodgers, a spokesman for Cape Wind, said that after facing down 11 previous court challenges, the developers were now confident of finally going ahead. "The favourable decision will really help kick the door open on a whole new industry in this country of offshore renewables," Rodgers said. "Just thinking practically I think Cape Wind is the one offshore wind project that could actually be build and commissioned during the Obama administration. 
It is going to have a big impact on how much will get done on their watch, actually putting steel into water and putting people to work."

The run-up to today's decision had been seen as a test of the Obama administration's commitment to its green agenda. Obama has put energy security at the heart of his presidency, arguing that reducing America's reliance on imported oil will create jobs and secure future prosperity.

He has made a point of visiting wind turbine and battery manufacturers around the country, as well as solar farms.
 In a visit to a wind turbine blade manufacturer in Iowa on Tuesday, Obama said: "If we pursue our full potential for wind energy, and everything goes right, wind could generate as much as 20% of America's electricity 20 years from now."

But Obama has also frustrated environmentalists by proposing $36bn in loan guarantees for the nuclear industry, and expanding offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico and off the Atlantic coast. 
The White House compounded that anger this week by shifting its legislative to-do list from climate change to immigration, scuttling six months of work by Senators to draft a compromise energy and global warming bill.
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ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE
UN DAILY NEWS
28 April 2010
UN report pushes for energy access and efficiency to fight poverty and climate change
Some 3 billion people worldwide rely on traditional biomass for cooking and heating, resulting in adverse health effects if used in inadequately ventilated buildings, with 1.5 billion having no access to electricity. 
As well as lifting the world’s poorest out of poverty, a well-performing energy system will also propel success towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and in spurring industrial development in low- and middle-income countries, according to the report by the high-level Energy and Climate Change Advisory Group. 
“The decisions we make today on energy will have a profound impact on the global climate, on sustainable development, on economic growth and global security,” the Secretary-General stressed. 
According to the World Bank, countries with underperforming energy systems could lose up to 2 per cent of growth potential annually due to electric power outages, inefficient use of scarce energy sources and others. 
The study by the Advisory Group – set up by Mr. Ban last year and comprising 20 business leaders, academics and representatives of the United Nations and civil society – called on nations to commitment themselves to two key complementary goals. 
First, it calls for universal access to modern energy services that are reliable, affordable, sustainable, and, if possible, from low-emissions sources by 2030. 
“All countries have a role to play,” the group emphasizes, urging high-income nations to make this a development assistance priority and secure financing, middle-income countries to share relevant expertise and experience; and low-income countries to help create the right local institutional, regulatory and policy environment for investments – including by the private sector – to be made. 
The other challenge is to slash global energy intensity, measured by the quantity of energy per unit of gross domestic product (GDP), the study notes. 
“Developed and developing countries alike need to build and strengthen their capacity to implement effective policies, market-based mechanisms, business models, investment tools and regulations with regard to energy use,” which would reduce intensity by about 2.5 per cent annually and helping to curb carbon emissions in the coming decades. 
“These are ambitious goals, but I think they are achievable,” Mr. Ban told reporters today at the report’s launch. “And they are necessary.” 
At an event earlier this morning, he stressed that tackling the energy challenge cannot be accomplished by governments alone, but will require global cooperation and coordinated action within the UN system. 
“And all sectors of society will need to be engaged: the private sector, civil society, international organizations and the world of academia and research.” 
Kandeh K. Yumkella, Director-General of the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), speaking to reporters at the report’s launch, highlighted the need to create incentives for a transformation to a “new industrial revolution.” 

“Everyone agrees on the need for greater energy efficiency,” which he likened to “low-hanging fruit” that no one has so far picked since the details on achieving the target have yet to be worked out, he said. 
Mr. Yumkella, who chairs the Advisory Group, also pointed out the need to ensure that developed countries do not solely extract energy – such as oil and gas – from poor nations, but that they also ensure that developing countries’ energy needs are met to ensure global security. 
For his part, Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and a member of the Group, sought to emphasize how boosting access to and the efficiency of energy will be part of “an integral transition” to a green economy where the world must “produce more with less” and utilize resources less wastefully.
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