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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 11 January, 2010

Other Environment News
· AFP: Top designers to highlight biodiversity loss at UN fashion show
· Telegraph (UK): Human expansion leading to 'extinction crisis', UN warns
· AFP: China would never accept checks at Copenhagen: official 

· Reuters: China says achieved goal in Copenhagen climate deal
· AP: W.Va. experts say climate change debate is over
· AP: EU to pursue climate deal through G-20
· Telegraph (UK):'Climate change resistant crops' move nearer after gene breakthrough
· NY Times (US): Teaching green, beyond recycling
· ABC News (US): Why Antarctica isn't melting much -- Yet
· Mail Online (UK): Could we be in for 30 years of global COOLING?
· NY Times (US): China tries a new tack to go solar
· BBC News:Conservation contemplates the pre-emptive strike
· Le Monde (France) : Une compagnie d'Etat chinoise mise en cause dans la pollution du fleuve Jaune
· Radio-Canada (Canada): Froid glacial en Europe
· Radio-Canada (Canada): La Floride frigorifiée
· Deutsche Welle (Deutschland): Daisys Winterchaos-Wochenende
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· RONA (None)
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 8th January 2010 (None)
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 8th January 2010 (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
BBC News: Biodiversity loss is 'wake-up call', warns UN
11 January 2010

Eight years ago, governments pledged to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010, but already it is clear that the pledge will not be met. 

The expansion of human cities, farming and infrastructure is the main reason. 

Dignitaries including UN chief Ban Ki-moon and German premier Angela Merkel will speak at the launch in Berlin. 

Mr Ban is due to say that human expansion is wiping out species at about 1,000 times the "natural" or "background" rate, and that "business as usual is not an option".

The Secretary-General is expected to argue that the failure to protect biodiversity "should be a wake-up call", leading to effective ways of protecting forests, watersheds, coral reefs and other ecosystems. 

The UN argues that as natural systems such as forests and wetlands disappear, humanity loses the services they currently provide for free, such as the purification of air and water, protection from extreme weather events and the provision of materials for shelter and fire. 

The rate of species loss leads some biologists to say that we are in the middle of the Earth's sixth great extinction, the previous five stemming from natural events as asteroid impacts. 

Cash log

The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was agreed at the Rio Earth Summit of 1992, alongside the climate change convention. 

But it acquired its key global pledge during the Johannesburg summit of 2002, when governments agreed to achieve a "significant reduction" in the rate of biological diversity by 2010. 

Conservation organisations acknowledge that despite some regional successes, the target is not going to be met; some analyses suggest that nature loss is accelerating rather than decelerating.

"We are facing an extinction crisis," said Jane Smart, director of the biodiversity conservation group with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

"The loss of this beautiful and complex natural diversity that underpins all life on the planet is a serious threat to humankind now and in the future." 

A large on-going UN-sponsored study into the economics of biodiversity suggests that deforestation alone costs the global economy $2-5 trillion each year. 

In his speech at Monday's event, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Achim Steiner is due to highlight problems caused by invasive species, and the potential for ecosystems such as forests and wetlands to absorb and store carbon from the air. 

The UN hopes some kind of legally-binding treaty to curb biodiversity loss can be agreed at the CBD summit, held in Japan in October. 

One element is due to be a long-awaited protocol under which the genetic resources of financially-poor but biodiversity-rich nations can be exploited in a way that brings benefits to all. 

However, given the lack of appetite for legally-binding environmental agreements that key countries displayed at last month's climate summit in Copenhagen, it is unclear just what kind of deal might materialise on biodiversity. 

Political football

The UN has been pursuing new ways of raising public awareness on the issue, including a collaboration with the Cameroon football team taking part in the African Nations Cup finals. 

Many environment organisations will be running special programmes and mounting events during the year. 

"The big opportunity during the International Year of Biodiversity is for governments to do for biodiversity what they failed to do for climate change in Copenhagen," said Simon Stuart, a senior science advisor to Conservation International and chair of IUCN's Species Survival Commission. 

"They have the chance to make a major difference; and key to this will be halting species extinctions, the most irreversible aspect of biodiversity loss." 

WWF is highlighting 10 species it considers especially threatened, ranging from commercially significant ones such as bluefin tuna to the Pacific walrus and the monarch butterfly. 

In the UK, the Natural History Museum (NHM) is asking every citizen to "do one thing for biodiversity" in 2010.
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Business Day (Nigeria): Ogonis renew demand for replacement of Shell
11 January 2010

Still basking in a strong community-wide avowal to keep the Anglo Dutch Shell completely out of their oil-laden lands, the Ogonis have again called on the Federal Government to urgently approve a replacement of the oil giant as operator of oil wells in the area, which covers six traditional kingdoms and three local government councils in Rivers State. 

While acknowledging the presence of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) team in their land to carry out a comprehensive environmental oil spill audit, the Ogonis said they were ready to receive and cooperate with a new oil operator in their land, where Shell had produced over 30,000 barrels per day for over four decades. 
The Royal Anglo Dutch oil giant was forced out of Ogoni in 1993 following a continued community resistance against its oil production activities, which has brought much ecological degradation and massive deprivation of the local community. 

Ledum Mitee, president of the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), an umbrella body championing the Ogoni struggle, said “we rejected Shell and its bad corporate practices. 

“It is as well that we have an impressive senior government officials with whom we plead to assist in conveying to the Federal Government our people’s desire to cooperate with a credible replacement for Shell,” stated Mitee while addressing the mammoth crowd gathered at Bori for the 18th Ogoni Day, 2010. 

While assessing the distances covered by their struggle since January 4, 1993, Mitee said some measure of achievements were recorded, including the Federal Government’s revocation of Shell’s operating licence in Ogoni and announcement of 10 percent equity to oil communities. 

“Our demand for the protection of the Ogoni environment from further degradation, the UNEP environmental audit, is now being launched. 
For our quest for the use of a fair proportion of Ogoni economic resources for Ogoni development, the Federal Government has now approved 10 percent equity for oil producing communities.” 
The MOSOP president said the Ogonis would use the new decade to retool to further achieve the goals encapsulated in the Ogoni Bill of Rights. 

To deepen the impact of the amnesty-propelled peace, he called on the Federal Government to immediately take advantage of the amnesty window to address the Niger Delta fundamental issues; and that would also take care of the former combatants so as not to slide back to the ugly past.
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ICNR (Blog): El fracaso de Copenhague impulsa a Europa a apostar por las energías renovables

Lunes, 11 de enero de 2010
Estaba considerada como el bastión donde se resguardaban las últimas esperanzas de la humanidad a la hora de combatir con éxito la debacle del cambio climático y dar pie a un mecanismo global y firme de reducción de las emisiones de efecto invernadero. 
Sin embargo, la Cumbre de Copenhague, inútil a la hora  de coordinar las posturas de los países emergentes y los desarrollados, ha dado al traste con las expectativas de todos a la par que levantaba una violenta polémica- que también afectó a España- con la detención y encarcelamiento de varios activistas de Greenpeace. 
La debacle de Copenhague ha demostrado que queda mucho por hacer en materia de preservación medioambiental, dando lugar al surgimiento de nuevas iniciativas.  
Europa, avergonzada tras el fracaso, trata de enmendarlo mediante la construcción de una red de cables que, situados en el Mar del Norte, proyectan interconectar varias plantas generadoras de energía eólica e hidráulica, abogando de nuevo por la promoción de las energías renovables.

La iniciativa es respaldada por varios Estados miembros y, a pesar de estar todavía en pañales y de enfrentarse al escollo de una ingente financiación- que tendría que ser solventada por compañías del ramo-, esgrime ciertas ventajas que han levantado entusiasmo, ya que la súper red permitiría compensar las fluctuaciones de rendimiento de las centrales eólicas, actualmente dependientes de factores meteorológicos, y garantizar así un suministro fiable de energía renovable.

Y entre las energías renovables, encuentran un lugar destacable las energías oceánicas, objeto de investigaciones en los últimos tiempos por su gran número de ventajas con respecto a la energía tradicional. 
A este nuevo nicho de oportunidades ha dedicado su atención Iberdrola, que junto con otras 19 empresas y 25 centros de investigación españoles, lidera un consorcio que desarrollará el mayor proyecto mundial de I+D+i sobre energías renovables oceánicas. Esta iniciativa, denominada Ocean Lider, cuenta con un presupuesto de 30 millones de euros. 
El proyecto proyecto ha recibido una subvención de alrededor de 15 millones de euros por parte del Centro para el Desarrollo Tecnológico Industrial (CDTI) y del Fondo Estatal de Inversión Local -Gobierno de España. Plan-E y ha sido apoyado por el Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación.

La iniciativa de Iberdrola destaca entre las que últimamente están surgiendo en España en materia de protección medioambiental y promoción de las energías renovables. 
El pasado 1 de enero y de la mano de la delegación española de PTR (Pollutant Releases and Transfers Register) se abría el periodo de registro y notificación -el octavo desde la implantación del Registro Estatal de Emisiones y Fuentes Contaminantes en 2002-, y el tercero en el que los complejos industriales deben informar de acuerdo con los requisitos estipulados en el Real Decreto 508/2007 y el Reglamento E-PRTR, de las emisiones y transferencias de residuos fuera de su instalación durante el año 2009.

El objetivo es la puesta a disposición del público la información sobre emisiones y transferencias de residuos de las principales sustancias y sectores industriales. En este caso son las Comunidades Autónomas las que tienen competencia para recabar la información que, después de ser validada, es remitida al Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino para su publicación en el Registro PRTR-España. 
La notificación por parte de los complejos industriales afectados debe realizarse teniendo en cuenta el procedimiento que para ello dispongan las diferentes Comunidades Autónomas.

EL CAMINO HACIA LA EMPRESA SOSTENIBLE

 En la iniciativa de Iberdrola y en la red europea a favor de las energías renovables se conjugan las dos armas esenciales que protagonizarán la lucha contra el cambio climático: un sector público comprometido y una empresa responsable y sostenible. 
Ambos deben caminar a la par a la hora de librar batallas que, en muchos casos, están casi perdidas ya por causa de la desidia e impasibilidad con que el planeta en general viene contemplando la imparable catástrofe climática, a pesar de las iniciativas-modestas y aisladas en los mejores casas, puramente teóricas en demasiadas ocasiones-que han goteado desde que el problema del calentamiento global comenzó a hacerse visible. 

La preocupación por la protección medioambiental surgió por vez primera en la agenda internacional a lo largo de la conferencia de Naciones Unidas sobre el Medio Ambiente y el Desarrollo Humano que tuvo lugar en Estocolmo en 1972. 
Los primeros desastres ecológicos de envergadura y alcance internacional-como el vertido de crudo del petrolero Torrey Cnayon-y una serie de publicaciones de hondo calado entre la opinión pública entre las que cabe destacar “Silent Spring” de Rachel Carson, motivaron el pistoletazo de salida para la preocupación mundial, una preocupación que ha ido incrementándose con el paso de los años y las escasas repercusiones prácticas de las iniciativas, casi siempre aisladas y teóricas, que surgían década tras década. 
En la Conferencia de Estocolmo de Naciones Unidas se creó también el PNUMA (UNEP), Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, cuya función esencial es orientar y actuar como instrumento catalizador de programas de cooperación internacional en materia de protección ambiental.

La definición mejor considerada en cuanto a la sostenibilidad empresarial es la acuñada en el año 2002 por la Fundación Entorno y que indica que “ una empresa sostenible es aquella que crea valor económico, medioambiental y social a corto y largo plazo, contribuyendo de esa forma al aumento del bienestar y al auténtico progreso de las generaciones presentes y futuras, tanto en su entorno inmediato como en el planeta en general”. 
Lo correcto para que una empresa pueda ser considerada sostenible es que satisfaga no sólo las expectativas de los inversores, sino también las de todos los grupos de interés implicados.

Así pues, a la hora de abogar desde el seno de una compañía por el desarrollo sostenible, es de la alta dirección de donde debe partir el compromiso inicial con una determinada asunción de valores. 
Lo mismo ocurre con la industria y este sector es, si cabe, el más delicado a la hora de hablar de desarrollo sostenible. 
Puesto que los vertidos tóxicos y los mayores atentados contra el medio ambiente tienden a producirse en el sector industrial, los planes de RSC y las campañas en pro de la sostenibilidad han de integrarse también en la cúpula directiva de estas compañías. 

BUSCANDO LA ECOEFICIENCIA

Un paso más allá está en la búsqueda de ecoeficiencia, término por el que se entiende “la distribución de bienes y servicios, a precios competitivos, que satisfacen las necesidades humanas y mejoran la calidad de vida al tiempo que reducen los impactos ecológicos y la intensidad de recursos a lo largo de su ciclo de vida a un nivel al menos igual a la capacidad de carga estimada del planeta”, según la definición acuñada por el Consejo Mundial Empresarial para el Desarrollo Sostenible.

Para conseguir avanzar hacia la sostenibilidad tiene que haber una base sólida, una integración total de las políticas de RSC en el seno de la compañía y unos objetivos claros y definidos a favor de la sostenibilidad. 
Una compañía antes de embarcarse en una campaña o programa de desarrollo sostenible ha de cumplir con otros requerimientos básicos, tales como el cumplimiento de la legislación o la incorporación de sistemas de gestión que impliquen un ánimo de superación a través de la mejora continua y de planificación de actividades. 

Como impulso al desarrollo sostenible, en la actualidad, los mercados internacionales disponen de índices de valores constituidos por empresas sostenibles, como son los grupos de índices FTSEGOOD o los Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSGI). 
Los índices citados están compuestos de aquellas empresas que acreditan de manera suficiente su compromiso de sostenibilidad.   
Es innegable que las empresas que tienen políticas y mecanismos de preservación medioambiental tienen una cotización muy superior en las bolsas. 
En los últimos tiempos las compañías que integran la sostenibilidad en la estrategia alcanzan un gran rendimiento que se refleja en los valores alcanzados en los distintos parámetros financieros clave. 

No puede negarse que la preocupación por el medio ambiente esté influenciando y condicionando en gran medida los procesos de toma de decisiones financieras de las empresas y, en último caso, la contratación de proyectos por parte de un sector industrial que trata de huir de aquellas acciones potencialmente perjudiciales con el medio ambiente. 
Últimamente, también los mercados valoran positivamente los enfoques de gobierno corporativo y la gestión solidaria y comprometida con el medio ambiente.  
Aunque tradicionalmente las empresas han contemplado con escepticismo a los proyectos relacionados con la responsabilidad ambiental, pero ya se empieza a poner de manifiesto la posibilidad de que una gestión responsable pueda derivar en impactos financieros positivos.
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Ilsussidiario (Italia): Biodiversita’/ Come mantenere tutte le sfumature della vita?
Lunedì 11 gennaio 2010

Questa mattina alle 11.00, ora di Berlino, nella sede del Museum für Natururkunde, prende il via l’Anno Internazionale della Biodiversità (International Year of Biodiversity, IYB): sarà il cancelliere Angela Merkel ad avviare le celebrazioni ufficiali, insieme al suo ministro dell’Ambiente Norbert Röttgen e Achim Steiner, Direttore esecutivo dell’Unep (United Nations Environment Programme) lo speciale organismo dell’Onu che ha deciso di dedicare alla biodiversità questo 2010. 
Filo conduttore dell’IYB sarà la Convenzione sulla diversità biologica (CBD), firmata alla Conferenza di Rio de Janeiro nel 1992 e considerata lo strumento principale per raggiungere uno dei cosiddetti Millennium Goals: quello della conservazione e l'utilizzo sostenibile della diversità biologica; obiettivo ribadito nel 2001 dal Consiglio Europeo di Göteborg che ha fissato il traguardo dell’arresto della perdita di biodiversità nella UE proprio al 2010.

Vale la pena quindi di vedere più da vicino i punti salienti di questa Convenzione.

Viene stabilito anzitutto che gli Stati sono responsabili della conservazione della diversità biologica nel loro territorio e dell'utilizzazione durevole delle loro risorse biologiche. 
D’altra parte si constata che le informazioni e le conoscenze relative alla diversità biologica sono in genere insufficienti; diventa perciò necessario sviluppare capacità scientifiche, tecniche e istituzionali per ottenere le conoscenze basilari grazie alle quali programmare e attuare provvedimenti adeguati.

Tre sono gli obiettivi generali della CBD: la conservazione della diversità biologica; l'utilizzazione durevole dei suoi elementi e la ripartizione giusta ed equa dei vantaggi derivanti dallo sfruttamento delle risorse genetiche, mediante, tra l'altro, un accesso adeguato alle risorse genetiche e il trasferimento opportuno delle tecnologie pertinenti, tenendo conto di tutti i diritti su tali risorse e tecnologie e mediante finanziamenti adeguati.

Conformemente alla carta delle Nazioni Unite e ai principi del diritto internazionale, gli Stati hanno il diritto sovrano di sfruttare le loro risorse applicando la propria politica ambientale e hanno il dovere di fare in modo che le attività esercitate sotto il loro controllo non pregiudichino l'ambiente di altri Stati o di regioni che si trovino al di fuori della giurisdizione nazionale.
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Other Environment News
AFP: Top designers to highlight biodiversity loss at UN fashion show
8 January 2010

Top designers including Diane von Furstenberg and John Rocha will hold a catwalk at the European headquarters of the United Nations on January 21 to appeal against the loss of biodiversity.

"More than 500 prominent figures from government, international organizations and the fashion and cosmetics industries will meet in Geneva on 20-21 January to call for action against the rapid loss of the world's biodiversity," said the UN Conference on Trade and Development, which is organising the event.

A seminar and exhibition will be held on issues including the rise of eco-fashion and luxury brands as role models on sustainability, while the fashion show is set to close the event.

According to the updated global "Red List" of endangered species by the International Union for Conservation of Nature, 22 percent of all known mammals and 70 percent of plant species surveyed are under threat of extinction.

The problem of the declining number of species and ecosystems is expected to be highlighted by scientists in coming months, as 2010 has been named the International Year of Biodiversity.
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Telegraph (UK): Human expansion leading to 'extinction crisis', UN warns
11 January 2010

The UN will launch the International Year of Biodiversity today, warning that the on-going loss of species around the globe will seriously affect the future of humans too.

Dignitaries including UN chief Ban Ki-moon and German premier Angela Merkel will speak at the launch in Berlin.
Mr Ban will say that human expansion is wiping out species at about 1,000 times the "natural" or "background" rate, and that "business as usual is not an option", the BBC reports.

The expansion of human cities, farming and infrastructure is the main reason behind the drop in biodiversity.

The Secretary-General is expected to argue that world leaders must find effective ways of protecting forests, watersheds, coral reefs and other ecosystems.

The UN will say that as natural systems such as forests and wetlands disappear, humanity loses the services they currently provide for free, such as the purification of air and water, protection from extreme weather events and the provision of materials for shelter and fire.

The rate of species loss leads some biologists to say that we are in the middle of the Earth's sixth great extinction, the previous five stemming from natural events as asteroid impacts.

In the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), governments agreed to achieve a "significant reduction" in the rate of biological diversity by 2010.

But despite some regional successes, the target is not going to be met; some analyses suggest that nature loss is accelerating rather than decelerating.

"We are facing an extinction crisis," Jane Smart, director of the biodiversity conservation group with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), told the BBC.

"The loss of this beautiful and complex natural diversity that underpins all life on the planet is a serious threat to humankind now and in the future."
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AFP: China would never accept checks at Copenhagen: official
9 January 2010

China was never going to accept outside reviews in Copenhagen of its efforts to slow greenhouse gas emissions, a top official said Saturday, after critics accused Beijing of blocking the talks.

Xie Zhenhua, deputy head of the powerful National Development and Reform Commission, told a forum that Beijing achieved its goal at the climate talks by ensuring aid for developing nations was not linked to external checks.

"Developing countries, especially China, would surely never accept this request," Xie said, according to a transcript of his speech.

Britain's climate change minister Ed Miliband has said China vetoed attempts to give legal force to the accord at last month's UN Climate Change Conference and also blocked an agreement on reductions in global emissions.

Finger-pointing and sharp recriminations followed the United Nations summit's final agreement, which has been widely panned for failing to oblige countries to carry out concrete greenhouse gas emissions cuts.

Xie told the forum at Beijing University that developing countries' voluntary pledges should not be subject to inspections.

Beijing went to Copenhagen offering to increase its carbon efficiency by reducing emissions per unit of gross domestic product by 40 to 45 percent by 2020 based on 2005 levels.

China, the world's biggest carbon polluter, has always said rich countries should take the lead in committing to substantial emission reduction targets and provide finance to developing countries battling climate change.

Xie welcomed the Copenhagen Accord set a goal of "jointly mobilising" 100 billion dollars for developing nations by 2020, calling it a step forward for future negotiations.
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Reuters: China says achieved goal in Copenhagen climate deal
9 January 2010

Britain, Sweden and other countries have accused China of obstructing the climate summit, which ended last month with a non-binding accord that set a target of limiting global warming to a maximum 2 degrees Celsius but was scant on details.

China would never accept outside checks of its plans to slow greenhouse gas emissions and could only make a promise of "increasing transparency," Xie Zhenhua, deputy head of the powerful National Development and Reform Commission, said at a forum.

Developed nations' promise of $100 billion in financial aid by 2020 to help poorer countries adapt to climate change offered a good stepping stone for negotiations, he said.

"Next time, we can talk about when will they pay the money and how much each country will pay," he said.

Xie also said that China was well on track to meeting its goal of cutting energy intensity -- or the amount of energy consumed to produce each dollar of national income -- by 20 percent over the five years through 2010.

It had already made a 16 percent cut as of the end of last year, he said.

"As long as we continue to make efforts, we are likely to achieve the targeted 20 percent cut this year," he said.

Xie added that China was drafting tough guidelines for reducing the carbon intensity of its growth in its next five-year plan for economic development, which will cover the 2011-2015 period.

China has pledged to cut the amount of carbon dioxide produced for each unit of economic growth by 40-45 percent by 2020, compared with 2005 levels.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

AP: W.Va. experts say climate change debate is over
8 January 2010

There's no point in debating the science of climate change, because it's already a political and legal reality, energy industry experts said Friday.

Representatives from the United Mine Workers of America and American Electric Power, the nation's largest single buyer of coal, told The Associated Press' annual Legislative Lookahead forum that West Virginia policymakers need to recognize that new reality.

Requirements ordering companies to reduce their carbon emissions are on their way, said Tim Mallen, an environmental manager for AEP. "Whether it comes this year or next year is not really that big a deal. It's coming."

Last year, the U.S. House of Representatives passed legislation setting requirements for the reduction of carbon emissions and establishing incentives to meet those goals.

The bill, often referred to as "cap and trade" legislation, has been sharply criticized in West Virginia by coal producers and their allies, who say the bill amounts to a job killer for West Virginia's most iconic industry.

The measure is currently parked in the U.S. Senate, which has its own climate change bill. But both Mallen and Eugene Trisko, a lawyer for the UMWA, say regulation is coming regardless of what happens to either bill.

A 2007 U.S. Supreme Court decision charged the federal Environmental Protection Agency with regulating carbon emissions, and Trisko said regulation from that agency could produce "far more deleterious impacts on miners, mining communities and the state of West Virginia than would properly balanced national legislation."

Without discussing climate change itself, Gov. Joe Manchin said later in the forum that the EPA and the Obama administration are pursuing a misguided policy. He slammed the cap and trade legislation in Congress.

"Cap and trade will destroy the might of this nation," he said.

Manchin said coal as a resource is "in transition," but it can be made more environmentally friendly, with federal help rather than federal antagonism.

"They've got to be committed to fixing the problem," he said. "They can't just be committed to vilifying the things they don't like."

Both Trisko and Mallen said the House bill is flawed, but contains helpful provisions. In particular, they want to see increased federal investment in carbon capture and sequestration technologies designed to reduce power plant emissions, like the project AEP launched at its Mountaineer plant in Mason County.

But the union and AEP think the benchmarks for carbon emission reductions being discussed in Congress are unrealistic. The House bill, for instance, calls for a 20 percent reduction in emissions by 2020, the equivalent of roughly a billion tons.

"It is equivalent to removing every car, pickup truck and SUV from the road," Trisko said, calling that "too much too soon."

Development of other energy sources is also essential for West Virginia, which relies heavily on coal as an energy source and a keystone of economic life, said Evan Hansen of Downstream Strategies, an environmental consulting firm in Morgantown.

Hansen said West Virginia needs to expand its development of other energy sources, including wind power, ahead not only of federal regulation but an anticipated drop in Central Appalachian coal production over the next two decades.

The development of "decentralized wind power" — basically, personal turbines running at homes and other locations — is one example, Hansen said.
 He also argued that thousands of jobs can be created by remediating environmental problems on abandoned mine sites, estimating that up to 4,000 jobs could be creating by focusing on water pollution on old mine lands alone.

"There are a lot of opportunities out there to help diversify the local economy as coal production slows down," Hansen said.
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AP: EU to pursue climate deal through G-20
8 January 2010

The EU said Friday it will pursue a new deal on global warming through the Group of 20, since last month's U.N. climate conference of nearly 200 nations led to unwieldy negotiations that didn't accomplish much.

Herman van Rompuy, the new EU president, said halting global warming remains a key target for the Europeans whose proposal for ambitious pollution cuts by 2020 found no takers at the December climate conference in Copenhagen.

"The European Union must continue to be the driving force" of the global climate change debate, said Van Rompuy. The EU leaders will meet Feb. 11 to discuss where to go next.

Van Rompuy spoke in Madrid, where he was meeting with the bloc's two other top executives: Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, who is assuming the rotating EU presidency, and Jose Manuel Barroso, the European Commission chief.

"We need to change our negotiating strategy," Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs Miguel Angel Moratinos said. He did not elaborate, but Spanish officials said the EU is keen to pursue a climate deal through the G-20, rather than the United Nations.

A senior EU official also said such a summit could produce a meaningful agreement, without having heads of state meet through the night to bicker over the wording of such a deal, as they did in Copenhagen. 
The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he said such a move is still being debated by the bloc.

The Group of 20 is an international body that meets to discuss economic issues.
 Its members — 19 countries with some of the world's biggest industrial and emerging economies, plus the European Union — represent about 90 percent of the world's gross national product, 80 percent of world trade and two-thirds of the global population.

During the two-week negotiating marathon in Copenhagen, the 193-nation U.N. conference on climate change ignored European pleas for robust pollution cuts.

Instead, an agreement brokered by President Barack Obama with China and a handful of emerging economies sets up the first significant program of climate aid to poorer nations. 
It urges deeper cuts in emissions of carbon dioxide and other gas blamed for global warming, but does nothing to demand them. 
That will now be subject to continuing U.N. talks later this year in Mexico City.

Van Rompuy said globalization is crafting a new world order. "There is awareness that after Copenhagen things have changed. 
The balance of power has shifted," he said.

Some wonder if that shift toward such emerging economies as China, Brazil and India is gutting the trans-Atlantic relationship that was the bedrock of international relations during the Cold War and its immediate aftermath.

"Can we still come to major global agreements? If not in climate issues — where there is a broad consensus that doing nothing spells disaster for mankind — then where?" asked Guy Verhofstadt, a former Belgian premier who now heads the Liberals in the European Parliament.

Some believe the climate change differences between the EU and the United States will damage the trans-Atlantic relationship just as the collapse of world trade talks did in 2008.

In Copenhagen, the EU sounded smug about its own ambitious targets: cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent by 2020 from 1990 levels. 
This found no echo with Obama, who faces a reticent U.S. Congress and political priorities topped by terrorism, the war Afghanistan, job creation and economic recovery.

Heather Conley, head of the Europe Program at Washington's Center for Strategic and International Relations, said Europeans will be more successful in climate talks if they appreciate the Obama administration's priorities a little better.

"The Europeans should focus the conversation on the economic issues of climate change, the green jobs, the recovery," she said. 
“That will be a much better, more persuasive way to get Washington in line."
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Telegraph (UK):'Climate change resistant crops' move nearer after gene breakthrough
8 January 2010

In a breakthrough that has the potential to help feed billions of people, scientists from the John Innes Centre in Norwich have found the "thermometer gene" which plants use to sense temperature. 

Laboratory tests on a mustard seed plant showed that the gene that plants use in order to know when to grow in the warmer months can be manipulated by taking away a histone protein.

The protein normally binds to DNA and wraps it around them which then controls which genes are turned on. 

When the histone protein was taken away from plants, all the genes in the plants reacted as if they were experiencing high temperatures even when the temperature in the lab was turned down very low. 

The findings could pave the way for climate change resistant crops within 10 years. 

The new super crops would be able to cope with the increased heat expected as the earth's temperature rises and the research could also help grow plants in much colder climates. 

Dr Philip Wigge, one of the researchers, said the discovery, published in the journal Cell, was groundbreaking. 

"Climate change will have a huge effect on crop productivity and that's something we feel gives added impetus to our research," he said. 

"By 2030 the world will need to increase global food production by 50 per cent as population grows and people expect a higher standard of living. 

"Wheat and rice, which provide most of the world's calories, are sensitive to high heat during their growing process. 

"Now we understand how plants modify temperatures we can modify how we grow plants in high temperatures."
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NY Times (US): Teaching Green, Beyond Recycling
10 January 2010

Jose Chirino, a 10th grader in Brooklyn with shoulder-length hair and a thin mustache, says flatly that his high school was his last choice.
“They’re experimenting on us,” he said, recalling his first impression of the Green School in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, which laces an environmental theme into most of its coursework. 

Jennifer Auceda, 17, was similarly wary, given that she wanted to be a singer and never saw herself as a “science person.” 

“I thought it was going to be about the inside of trees,” she said.

But the two reluctant recruits, who had both failed to get into the high schools they favored, said they were won over after realizing that the school casts a wide net. 

Rather than simply covering predictable topics like recycling and tree planting, they say, it has alerted them to problems like sooty air and negative media representations of their neighborhoods. 

“Green is not just the environment,” Jennifer said. “It’s politics, government, social justice.”

“We do a lot of things other schools are not doing,” said Jose, 15. “I feel like we’re doing something important.”

While plenty of city schools, from elementary to secondary, teach students about environmental issues like endangered species or global warming, places like the Green School put an overwhelming emphasis on civic involvement. 

The students are encouraged to delve into local issues that may affect them and their families, like contamination in waterways like the Gowanus Canal, water quality or the razing of low-scale housing.

“You can’t have a kid in a violent neighborhood and say, ‘Let’s talk about the polar bear,’ ” said Karali Pitzele, one of the school’s two co-directors.

Across the nation, the range of green schools form a fledgling network, with some of them benefiting from state grants and mandates to incorporate environmental education into the curriculum. 

They have found eager partners in groups like the Sierra Club and the National Wildlife Federation, which provide lesson plans or money for field trips, and in private and government agencies that are making concerted environmental efforts in communities and cities. 

Alison Suffet Diaz, founder of the Environmental Charter High School in Los Angeles, says the focus on environment hits particularly close to home in poor communities that she says are disproportionately affected by problems like contamination from industrial sites.

If grass-roots change is needed to address those issues, she said, “it can’t just be a rich person’s desire to be green.”

Still, Randall E. Solomon, executive director of the New Jersey Sustainable State Institute at Rutgers University, which guides New Jersey towns on environmental efforts, said that green schools were not just a niche phenomenon for the poor or for the wealthy.
 “It’s also mainstream public schools that are taking this on,” he said.

It is hard to pin down how many private, and charter and traditional public schools nationwide have adopted an environmental theme. Many are new; some have a low profile. 
They do not share uniform standards that define them as green. 

The Green Charter Schools Network, based in Madison, Wis., says it has counted about 200 green charter schools nationwide.

In New York, the green school phenomenon feeds into an effort to break up the city’s enormous high schools into smaller learning settings, a centerpiece of Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s overhaul of the school system. 

At least 11 traditional and charter green schools at varying grade levels have opened in the last six years, officials at the city’s Department of Education say, while cautioning that they were counting only those that identified themselves by name as “green” or “environmental.”

Many of the schools have yet to graduate their first class, and their progress reports show grades from A to D, school officials said. 

The Growing up Green Charter School, an elementary school in Long Island City, Queens, opened in September with one kindergarten and one first grade class. It plans to expand gradually through grade five. 

On a recent afternoon, in a classroom that is also home to an army of compost bin worms and a bearded dragon named Daphne, two dozen first-grade students thrust their hands into bags of potting soil while taking turns planting squash seeds, beans and corn kernels in plastic containers. 

The task at hand was to answer the question of the day, posed by a sign in the back of the classroom: “How do we get our food?”

But the real point, said the children’s teacher, Michelle Robles, was to help them understand how the local environment affects food choices, and the need to tend to the soil, air, water and plants.

“If you take care of plants, they can grow and grow so we can cook them,” Alayla Mack, 6, said after the lesson.

Some green schools in New York chiefly emphasize the environmental sciences or teach skills that will prepare students for careers in renewable energy or other pillars of a greener economy.

The Urban Assembly School for Green Careers, a high school on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, opened this year with a ninth-grade class and a focus on job skills needed for the design and operation of energy-efficient buildings.

Gregg Betheil, who heads the Office of Postsecondary Pathways and Planning in the city’s Department of Education, said the school sprang out of specific efforts to match secondary education to labor trends and to the city’s own goal of attracting more green industry. 

Students learn hands-on skills like installing insulation and solar panels in preparation for entering the work force after graduation or pursuing college degrees in fields like engineering. 

“We’ve got some schools investing in the skills kids need to compete,” Mr. Betheil said. “No way is this a fad.”

At the more civic-oriented Green School in Brooklyn, teachers send the students out into their neighborhoods to record public service announcements and videos about smoking and air pollution. They also walk the streets to map trees and trash cans, then incorporate their findings into mural sketches for geometry class. 

In a recent class, students watched trailers for the films “2012,” about humans struggling to survive a global apocalypse, and “Precious,” about an abused teenager who finds a form of salvation in learning to read and write. 
The goal was to analyze the media messages telegraphed by the trailers before starting on their own videos.

At elementary schools, teachers in the lower grades emphasize hands-on projects like building habitats for specific environments, like teepees, or mapping the path of trash from their classroom bin to a landfill. 

“It helps them learn early how their choices make an impact,” said Barbara Weber, 43, whose 6-year-old son, Lawless Morse, is in first grade at Growing Up Green in Long Island City. 

Ms. Weber, a textile designer from Jackson Heights, Queens, said she had already noticed some changes in Lawless. 
After a week of studying habitats, she said, he asked why many homes in their neighborhood were made of brick. 
He also peppers her with questions about how and where various animals live. 

Lawless, wearing neatly pressed khakis and a polo shirt with an embroidered “Growing Up Green” logo on a recent morning, said he really liked school. 

But as it turns out, a movie — “Wall-E,” about a garbage-collecting robot on an Earth bereft of inhabitants — seems to have made an even bigger impression on him. 

“All the people were gone because they littered so much,” he said. “That’s why we reduce, reuse and recycle.”
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ABC News (US): Why Antarctica Isn't Melting Much -- Yet
9 January 2010

Antarctica is warming, but not melting anything like as much as expected. In fact, during the continent's summer this time last year, there was less melting than at any time in the 30 years that we have had reliable satellite measurements of the region.
The apparent contradiction is explained by the seasonal pattern of warming, say two glaciologists writing in Eos, the weekly newspaper of the American Geophysical Union. 

The continent's winters and springs have warmed most, but it is still too cold in these seasons for anything to melt. Melting in Antarctica happens almost entirely in the summers, which have warmed very little, say Andrew Monaghan of the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado, and Marco Tedesco of the City College of New York.
John King of the British Antarctic Survey, based in Cambridge, warned against misinterpreting the lack of summer warming. 

"Climate change denialists will use this work as evidence that Antarctica is not warming, despite the authors saying their works show no such thing," he said. 

Summer Meltdown

Every year is different, says Tedesco. 

"In 2005, we had summer melting occurring inland as well as over the coastal ice shelves, and over areas up to 2,500 meters [about 8,000 feet] above sea level."

And even during the exceptionally low melt of last summer, ice on the Antarctic Peninsula, which stretches out towards South America, continued to melt. 
The Wilkins ice shelf, which is attached to the peninsula, has been collapsing rapidly since February 2008. 

The continent's huge ice sheets contain enough frozen water to raise sea levels globally by almost 200 feet. 
Tedesco and Monaghan say the main factor in how much they warm each summer is the strength of the winds that circle the continent. 

Circumpolar winds act as a barrier to warm air. 
They have become stronger over the past four decades, effectively sealing off most of the continent each summer from the effects of global warming. 

The circumpolar winds appear to have strengthened because the ozone layer in the stratosphere has thinned. 
This has made the lower stratosphere cooler and generated stronger winds beneath.
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Mail Online (UK): Could we be in for 30 years of global COOLING?
11 January 2010

Britain's big freeze is the start of a worldwide trend towards colder weather that seriously challenges global warming theories, eminent scientists claimed yesterday. 

The world has entered a 'cold mode' which is likely to bring a global dip in temperatures which will last for 20 to 30 years, they say. 

Summers and winters will all be cooler than in recent years, and the changes will mean that global warming will be 'paused' or even reversed, it was claimed.

The predictions are based on an analysis of natural cycles in water temperatures in the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. 

They are the work of respected climate scientists and not those routinely dismissed by environmentalists as 'global warming deniers'. 

Some experts believe these cycles - and not human pollution - can explain all the major changes in world temperatures in the 20th century.

If true, the research challenges the science behind climate change theories, and calls into question the political measures to halt global warming. 

According to the U.S. National Snow and Ice Data Centre in Colorado, the warming of the Earth since 1900 is due to natural oceanic cycles, and not man-made greenhouse gases. 

It occurred because the world was in a 'warm mode', and would have happened regardless of mankind's rising carbon dioxide production.

nd now oceanic cycles have switched to a 'cold mode', where data shows that the amount of Arctic summer sea ice has increased by more than a quarter since 2007. 

The research has been carried out by eminent climate scientists, including Professor Mojib Latif. He is a leading member of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

He and his colleagues predicted the cooling trend in a 2008 paper, and warned of it again at an IPCC conference in Geneva in September. 

Working at the prestigious Leibniz Institute in Kiel University in Germany, he has developed methods for measuring ocean temperatures 3,000ft under the surface, where the cooling and warming cycles start. 

For Europe, the crucial factor is the temperature in the middle of the North Atlantic Ocean. He said such ocean cycles - known as multi-decadal oscillations or MDOs - could account for up to half of the rise in global warming in recent years. 

Professor Latif said: 'A significant share of the warming we saw from 1980 to 2000 and at earlier periods in the 20th century was due to these cycles - as much as 50 per cent. 

'They have now gone into reverse, so winters like this one will become much more likely. All this may well last two decades or longer. 

'The extreme retreats that we have seen in glaciers and sea ice will come to a halt. For the time being, global warming has paused, and there may well be some cooling.' 

Many meteorologists have blamed the current freeze on 'Arctic oscillation' - a weather pattern in which areas of high pressure have pushed the warming jetstream away from Britain. 
They have insisted this temporary change will have no effect on long-term warming patterns. 

But another expert, Professor Anastasios Tsonis, head of the University of Wisconsin Atmospheric Sciences Group, said MDOs will continue to determine global temperatures. 

He said: 'They amount to massive rearrangements in the dominant patterns of the weather, and their shifts explain all the major changes in world temperatures during the 20th and 21st centuries. We have such a change now.'
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NY Times (US): China Tries a New Tack to Go Solar

8 January 2010

As it moves rapidly to become the world’s leader in nuclear power, wind energy and photovoltaic solar panels, China is taking tentative steps to master another alternative energy industry: using mirrors to capture sunlight, produce steam and generate electricity.
So-called concentrating solar power uses hundreds of thousands of mirrors to turn water into steam. The steam turns a conventional turbine similar to those in coal-fired power plants. 
The technology, which is potentially cheaper than most types of renewable power, has captivated many engineers and financiers in the last two years, with an abrupt surge in new patents and plans for large power operations in Europe and the United States.

This year may be China’s turn. China is starting to build its own concentrating solar power plants, a technology more associated with California deserts than China’s countryside. 
And Chinese manufacturers are starting to think about exports, part of China’s effort to become the world’s main provider of alternative energy power equipment.

Yet concentrating solar power still faces formidable obstacles here, including government officials who are skeptical that the technology will be useful on a large scale in China.

Much of the country is cloudy or smoggy. Water is scarce. 
The sunniest places left for solar power are deserts deep in the interior, far from the energy-hungry coastal provinces that consume most of China’s electricity.
 Provinces deep in the interior have few skilled workers or engineers to maintain the automated gear that keeps mirrors focused on towers that transfer the heat from sunbeams into fluids.

Concentrating solar power “is not very suitable for China,” wrote Li Junfeng, a senior government energy policy maker, in a detailed e-mail reply to questions this week.

Yet the private sector in China is racing to embrace the technology anyway.

A California solar technology company and a Chinese power equipment manufacturer plan to sign a deal on Saturday for the construction of up to 2,000 megawatts of power plants using concentrating solar power over the next decade, executives from both companies said this week. 
That is equivalent to the output of a couple of nuclear power plants. They will start with a 92-megawatt plant in Yulin, a town in a semi-desert area of Shaanxi Province in central China.

The Chinese equipment manufacturer, Penglai Electric, hopes to work with other Chinese manufacturers to drive production costs down precipitously, clearing the way for exports, although these would require further approval from the California licensor of the technology, eSolar.

Eric Wang, the senior vice president for international business development at Penglai Electric, said that manufacturing mirrors, turbines, towers and other equipment in China instead of the United States could cut costs by at least half. 
That could make concentrating solar power more competitive with other forms of power generation around the world.

China’s Ministry of Science, the Beijing municipal government and the Chinese Academy of Sciences are already building Asia’s first concentrating solar power plant on the outskirts of Beijing, although it is only a pilot operation to generate 1.5 megawatts.

Preparations are also under way for the construction of a 50-megawatt concentrating solar power plant in Gansu Province in northwestern China, said Min Deqing, a renewable energy consultant in Lanzhou, the provincial capital of Gansu. 

But while nuclear power, wind energy and photovoltaic solar panels have strong backing from China’s political leaders and enormous financing by government-owned banks, concentrating solar power still faces deep-rooted skepticism in senior ranks of the government.

Unlike in the United States, the roots of that skepticism do not lie in concerns about disrupting the habitat of rare species in sunny, desert areas — a worry that may block some attempts to build concentrating solar power plants in the Mojave Desert.

Mr. Li wrote that concentrating solar power works best when cheap water, cheap land and lots of sun are available in the same place — a rare combination in China. 
Mr. Li also expressed concern that concentrating solar power would prove more expensive per kilowatt-hour generated than photovoltaic solar power, a technology in which China is already the world’s low-cost supplier.

Mr. Li has a lot of influence on these issues. He is a deputy director general for energy research at the National Development and Reform Commission, the top economic planning agency in China. 
And he is the secretary general of the government-backed Chinese Renewable Energy Industries Association, which helps oversee these industries’ operations in China.

But Mr. Li did say that he saw a limited role for concentrating solar power, particularly in places where it could be combined with other power plants, or where it could be combined with a way to store power overnight. Penglai and eSolar hope to do both.

Water consumption, mainly to condense the steam after it has been used to generate electricity, is another potential weakness of the technology. Water tends to be scarce in deserts, of course. Penglai and eSolar are leaning toward air cooling instead of water cooling, at the price of cutting the efficiency of their plant.

Mr. Gross said the eSolar technology could also be used to create extra heat during the day, with the heat being stored and used to generate power at night — a form of the electricity storage sought by Mr. Li.

Despite the government’s skepticism, renewable energy investors remain enthusiastic about the potential for concentrating solar power projects in China. K. K. Chan, the chief executive of Nature Elements Capital, a renewable energy investment fund in Beijing, said that he had been looking at such deals in recent months after concluding that the valuations for photovoltaic solar projects were unreasonably high, possibly because that technology had such strong government backing.

Mr. Min in Lanzhou said that while there was little data yet on the cost of concentrating solar power, the price tag was likely to fall in China. “Eventually, when 100 percent domestically produced mirrors are used,” he said, “the cost will be lower than solar panel power plants.”
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BBC News: Conservation contemplates the pre-emptive strike

7 January 2010
Among those who work on and care about the preservation of nature's plants and animals, the word "endangered" is an absolute touchstone.

Endangered species will in general have more conservation resources devoted to them. There may be political or community or scientific action aimed at saving them, the most extreme examples being captive breeding programmes or seed banks.

This approach hasn't been drawn up as some master plan - it's just evolved, a natural tendency to devote resources in situations where some kind of danger is clearly evident.

But is it sensible? Why wait until species become endangered? Why not intervene at an earlier stage, devoting resources to keeping ecosystems intact and keeping common species common rather than allowing them to become rare - to give a medical analogy, favouring prevention rather than cure?

It's a particularly pertinent time to ask the question given that we've just entered the UN-designated International Year of Biodiversity, when various groups of people are going to be thinking more than usual about nature preservation; and it's cropped up in this week's edition of the journal Science, in an article by Kevin Gaston from the UK's University of Sheffield.

(Science is a subscription publication so you may not be able to see the article from the link above - apologies, but not much I can do about it.)

One of his main arguments is that common species, by dint of being common, contribute most to the ecosystem that contains them - providing the majority of services such as photosynthesis and nutrient flow.

Given that human societies depend to a greater or lesser extent on these same services, it's not just an altruistic point.

The main driver of nature loss through human history (and the main thing pushing species currently on the Red List of Threatened Species towards extinction) has been removal or degradation of habitat.

National parks and protected areas are aimed, of course, at combating this, at preserving some areas where habitat is more or less unchanged.

About 13% of the world's land surface is now under some kind of protection. And while that's a figure and an achievement that many conservationists are proud of, it does mean that 87% of the land is without protection.

And here's the catch in Professor Gaston's argument. As he puts it: "To a first approximation, common species are habitat loss" - in other words, when you change the habitat, you change or remove the common species.

It's sometimes assumed that you can reduce pieces of forest or coral reef or whatever it is down and down in size, and whatever lives there will continue to live there, albeit in proportionately smaller numbers.

Ecologists know this isn't true; and Kevin Gaston gives two cases where modification of habitat during modern settlement of North America had catastrophic impacts on very abundant species, the rocky mountain locust (or grasshopper) and the passenger pigeon.

And here's an obituary for the grasshopper; a fascinating piece of social as well as ecological history.

Both abundant species; both sliding through rarity to extinction in less than a century - and neither, it appears, capable of enduring in lower numbers in small protected pockets.

Preserve the habitat, preserve the species.

And there are other reasons why focusing on common as well as rare species might be a good idea.

One fairly obvious point is that as Darwin noted, common species become less common before entering the threatened list; so even if preventing extinctions is your only aim, you can achieve that by intervening earlier.

Another is a point made by Jean-Christophe Vie from the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in an article in our Green Room series: what do we want to preserve species for?

"Do we want nature to be confined in zoos and botanic gardens or isolated pockets where rich tourists could go and watch what once covered most of our planet?"

Do we want species to exist in such small numbers that they cannot play a significant role in the ecosystem they inhabit?

An example: two years ago, researchers showed that heavy depletion of cod in the Baltic Sea had impacts down the food chain that resulted in increasing volumes of sometimes toxic algal blooms. The cod are still there, but in numbers too small to play their former role in the ecosystem. 

To highlight the International Year of Biodiversity, IUCN has launched a "species of the day" initiative allowing you a "daily download" of something rather beautiful from around the natural world. They've also provided a rather pleasing gallery of nature pictures (I've scattered a couple of them around this post).

Not all of them are rare; not all of them are endangered. I guess their recommendation and Kevin Gaston's might be: let's keep it that way.
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Le Monde (France) : Une compagnie d'Etat chinoise mise en cause dans la pollution du fleuve Jaune

9 Janvier 2010

La China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), une des plus grandes compagnies pétrolières chinoises, fait figure d'accusée après la rupture d'un de ses oléoducs, le 30 décembre 2009, qui a provoqué le déversement de 150 000 litres de gazole dans deux affluents du fleuve Jaune, le Huang He, qui est le deuxième plus long fleuve de Chine. Une alerte à la pollution a été décrétée par les autorités chinoises.

L'incident s'est produit dans le nord de la province du Shaanxi et a touché les rivières Chishui et Wei. 

Le gouvernement local a précisé qu'un degré de pollution de niveau 5, le plus haut sur l'échelle chinoise, avait été relevé dans ces deux affluents, tout en précisant que la contamination de la rivière Wei, la moins touchée, était désormais "sous contrôle". 

Un tel niveau de pollution rend l'eau impropre à la consommation, mais encore utilisable pour l'agriculture, ont précisé les autorités.

Sept cents ouvriers ont été mobilisés pour réparer la fuite. 

Le fleuve Jaune est une source d'eau potable pour des dizaines de millions de personnes et la contamination de ses deux affluents affecte les habitants de huit villes. Des traces de pétrole ont notamment été décelées dans le réservoir du barrage de Sanmenxia, dans la province du Henan. 

Pour éviter que la pollution ne s'étende à Zhengzhou, la capitale provinciale, les responsables ont dû interrompre la production d'électricité de ce barrage.

Zhengzhou et Kaifeng, une autre importante cité voisine, totalisent une population de 3,5 millions d'habitants, et 95 % de l'eau courante y provient du fleuve Jaune. 

L'agence de presse Chine nouvelle précise que, depuis longtemps déjà, en raison de la pollution du fleuve, la plupart des habitants ne pouvaient plus consommer que de l'eau minérale en bouteille. 

Selon des statistiques officielles, deux cents millions de Chinois n'ont pas accès à une eau propre à la consommation.

POLITIQUE DE L'AUTRUCHE

La CNPC a reconnu que la pollution des deux cours d'eau avait bien pour origine la rupture d'un de ses oléoducs, mais la compagnie d'Etat a rejeté la responsabilité de l'accident sur "des travaux effectués" dans la zone de la fuite par "un troisième acteur" au profil particulièrement flou. 

Ce qui a provoqué des commentaires inhabituellement acerbes de la part de la Radio nationale de Chine, pour laquelle "la CNPC joue la politique de l'autruche en refusant d'accepter sa pleine responsabilité et en n'ayant pas encore proposé de dédommagements aux victimes de cette pollution".

La radio a rappelé qu'un autre incident sérieux avait impliqué cette même compagnie en 2005, quand une fuite de pétrole avait pollué la rivière Songhua, dans la province du Helongjiang, frontalière de la Russie. 

Cette catastrophe écologique avait provoqué une sérieuse crise diplomatique entre Pékin et Moscou. 

Le même commentateur de la radio chinoise a précisé que, à l'époque, la CNPC était restée "silencieuse" et qu'à nouveau "on peut mettre en doute le sens de la responsabilité dont fait preuve ce colosse d'Etat".
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Radio-Canada (Canada): Froid glacial en Europe

10 Janvier 2010

La vague de froid qui touche l'Europe continue de rendre la vie difficile dans plusieurs pays.
Dimanche, la situation était particulièrement pénible en Allemagne. 

Dans le nord du pays, presque tout le trafic routier et ferroviaire était paralysé par les fortes chutes de neige.

Le transport aérien est aussi fortement perturbé. 

À l'aéroport de Francfort, 91 vols ont été annulés dimanche après-midi. 

Samedi, environ 255 vols ont dû être annulés.

Plusieurs écoles du nord-est du pays ont aussi déjà annoncé qu'elles seraient fermées lundi en raison de l'impossibilité d'emprunter les routes. 

Dans la nuit de samedi à dimanche, plus de 160 automobilistes ont d'ailleurs été bloqués pendant dix heures sur une autoroute de la région.

Selon les services météorologiques, Berlin était recouvert de 27 cm de neige, dimanche, et Hambourg de 12 cm.

En Suisse, la situation s'est légèrement améliorée dimanche par rapport à samedi. 

À l'aéroport international de Genève, les vols ont pu reprendre vers midi. L'aéroport avait été fermé en raison d'importantes chutes de neige, bloquant des milliers de passagers dans l'aérogare.

En France, le transport routier était presque impraticable dans l'ouest du pays. 

Quelques bâtiments agricoles se sont effondrés sous le poids de la neige tombée en grande quantité dans cette partie du pays.

À Lyon, l'aéroport, qui avait été fermé samedi, a pu rouvrir dimanche en fin de matinée.

Le trafic des trains Eurostar, entre Paris et Londres, devrait rester réduit jusqu'à lundi. Seulement deux trains sur trois circulent dans le tunnel sous La Manche.

Le froid fait des victimes

En Grande-Bretagne, de nouvelles chutes de neige ont eu lieu dans la nuit de samedi à dimanche, mais elles ont été moins fortes que prévu. 

Les principaux aéroports étaient ouverts dimanche, mais le trafic aérien demeurait perturbé, avec des retards de vols et quelques annulations.

Selon les médias, au moins 26 personnes sont mortes en Grande-Bretagne depuis le début de la vague de froid, la pire à survenir au pays en 30 ans.

En Pologne, des pluies glacées ont perturbé le trafic ferroviaire sur l'important axe Varsovie-Cracovie.

Environ 80 000 foyers ont été privés d'électricité dans le sud du pays, en raison des dommages causés au réseau de transmission par des branches qui ont cassé sous le poids de la neige.

Au Portugal, de nombreuses routes des environs de Porto, dans l'ouest du pays, et de Viseu, dans le centre, ont été fermées à la circulation. 

Fait inhabituel, il a même neigé en Alentejo, dans le sud du pays, une région pourtant habituée aux records de température élevée en été.

Aux Pays-Bas, les services météorologiques ont émis un avertissement de verglas sur les routes.

Notons enfin qu'en raison des précipitations, plusieurs pays d'Europe doivent composer avec une pénurie de sel pour étendre sur les routes, compliquant davantage les déplacements.
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Radio-Canada (Canada): La Floride frigorifiée

10 Janvier 2010
La vague de froid se poursuit dans le sud des États-Unis, où l'on connaît dimanche la journée la plus froide.

Au moins neuf personnes sont mortes depuis le début des intempéries, selon le réseau CNN.

Samedi, en Floride, un record vieux de 112 ans a été battu alors qu'il a fait -8,3 degrés Celsius à Key West, c'est-à-dire une vingtaine de degrés sous la normale saisonnière.

Dans le centre de l'État du soleil, les chutes de neige inhabituelles ont même permis à certains de faire un bonhomme de neige.

La situation est plus préoccupante pour les producteurs d'oranges, de citrons et de pamplemousses, qui essaient de sauver leur récolte, un secteur agricole de 9,3 milliards de dollars par année.

Le froid a d'ailleurs provoqué une flambée des cours du jus d'orange sur les marchés financiers, qui craignent une chute de la production d'agrumes.

Les iguanes sont aussi très touchés par le froid: les reptiles à sang froid paralysent en bas de moins 5 degrés Celsius. 

Il a donc été conseillé aux habitants de placer les iguanes gelés et rigides dans un emplacement ensoleillé afin qu'ils reprennent leur vigueur.

Le Washington Post rapporte par ailleurs que dans le Maryland, une quarantaine de pélicans bruns frigorifiés n'ont pas été en mesure de migrer vers le sud et ont dû être sauvés par les services de la faune, qui les ont placés dans un refuge au Delaware.

Plus au nord, le mercure est descendu jusqu'à - 45 degrés Celsius par endroits et des centaines de vols ont dû être annulés.

On s'attend à un réchauffement à partir de lundi.

Au Mexique

Le Mexique n'échappe pas à la vague de froid. 

« Depuis la fin de la semaine dernière, nous avons enregistré neuf morts à cause du froid à travers le pays », a déclaré le ministre de la Santé José Angel Cordova, dimanche.

Dans la région frontalière du nord du pays, le thermomètre a atteint de pointes à -8,5 degrés, selon le service national de météorologie.

Vendredi, un aéroport international, maintenant rouvert, a dû fermer pour la journée.

Dix des trente-deux États du pays ont suspendu les cours dans les établissements scolaires.
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Deutsche Welle (Deutschland): Daisys Winterchaos-Wochenende

11 January 2010

Starke Schneefälle und orkanartige Böen - Tief Daisy hatte Europa am Wochenende fest im Griff. Im Norden Deutschlands waren ganze Dörfer von der Außenwelt abgeschnitten.

Die Bewohner kleinerer Orte an der Küste und auf den Ostseeinseln konnten ihre Dörfer am Sonntag (10.01.2010) nicht mehr verlassen. 

Dramatisch war vor allem die Lage auf Fehmarn, Rügen und Usedom. Dort legten hohe Schneeverwehungen den Verkehr weitgehend lahm.

Auf Fehmarn war nur noch die Autobahn befahrbar, die den Fährhafen nach Dänemark mit dem Festland verbindet. 

Am Sonntagabend war noch immer rund die Hälfte der insgesamt 42 Ortschaften von der Außenwelt abgeschnitten.

Zur Abgeschiedenheit kommt in vielen Orten im Norden des Deutschlands die Angst vor Hochwasser hinzu. Aufgrund der Sturmflut drohen in vielen Ortschaften die Deiche zu brechen.

Auch die Bahn wird "Daisys" Opfer
Der Bahn-Nahverkehr kam ebenfalls im ganzen Norden am Sonntag weitgehend zum Erliegen. 

Dutzende Züge fielen aus.

Schneeverwehungen hätten viele Weichen gestört und einzelne Strecken unpassierbar gemacht, sagte ein Sprecher der Deutschen Bahn in Berlin. Bahn-Vorstand Ulrich Homburg entschuldigte sich in der "Bild am Sonntag" bei den Fahrgästen: "Wir sind und bleiben ein Verkehrsmittel für jedes Wetter. Aber gerade Eisregen ist ein seltenes Ereignis, für das es keine Abhilfe gibt."

Im Süden und in der Mitte Deutschlands sorgte das Tief "Daisy" ebenfalls für zahlreiche Behinderungen - wenn auch das Chaos des Nordens hier ausblieb. 

Schnee und umgestürzte Bäume blockierten auch in Niedersachsen und Sachsen-Anhalt die Straßen.

Am späten Sonntagabend entspannte sich die Unwetterlage in Nordostdeutschland leicht. 

Ein Sprecher des Katastrophenstabes in der Region Ostvorpommern teilte mit, dass dort alle Bundesstraßen wieder passierbar seien. 

Rettungskräfte hätten alle festgefahrenen Pkw befreit, lediglich drei evakuierte Züge steckten noch im Schnee fest. Im Berufsverkehr am Montagmorgen sei aber erneut mit Behinderungen zu rechnen.

Passagiere campieren auf Flughäfen
Auf Deutschlands größtem Flughafen in Frankfurt fielen wegen starken Schneefalls bis Sonntagnachmittag rund 320 Flüge aus. 

Etwa 60.000 Reisende waren betroffen. 

Rund 100 Passagiere campierten im Flughafen auf Feldbetten, weitere Fluggäste wurden in Hotels untergebracht.

Wegen des Schnees müssen sich die Passagiere in Frankfurt auch am Montag auf Flugausfälle und Verspätungen einstellen.

Die Lage habe sich zwar normalisiert, aber es sei trotzdem auf jeden Fall mit einigen Annullierungen und Verzögerungen im Flugbetrieb zu rechnen, sagte ein Flughafensprecher am Montagmorgen. 

Flüge von London nach Frankfurt werden demnach ausfallen. 

Außerdem würden Maschinen nach Madrid und Warschau nicht starten. 

Bei den Abflügen sei es am Morgen zu leichten Verspätungen von einigen Minuten gekommen, sagte der Sprecher.

Nach Angaben des Deutschen Wetterdienstes (DWD) in Offenbach soll Tief "Daisy" zwar am Montag in Richtung Mittelmeer abziehen, dann folge jedoch eine neue Kältewelle. 

Diese werde voraussichtlich die geschlossene Schneedecke festfrieren lassen. In vielen Schulen in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Schleswig-Holstein und Niedersachsen fällt darum vorsichtshalber der Unterricht aus.

Arktische Temperaturen in Schweden
Bedrohliche Schneeszenarien spielten sich am Wochenende auch in vielen Ländern der nördlichen Erdhalbkugel ab. 

In Europa starben bisher mehr als 100 Menschen aufgrund von Kälte, Glätte und Sturm - davon allein 26 in Großbritannien

In vielen Teilen Europas wie im Süden Polens, den Niederlanden und Südfrankfreich mussten die Menschen nach heftigen Schneefällen ohne Strom ausharren, da Hochspannungsmasten zusammenbrachen. 

In Schweden wurden Temperaturen von minus 38,7 Grad gemessen, wie die Meteorologen mitteilten.

Hunderte Kälte-Tote in Indien
In Indien fielen nach Medienberichten insgesamt 239 Menschen im Norden und Osten des Landes den eisigen Temperaturen zum Opfer. 

Die meisten Opfern seien Alte oder Bedürftige.

Im Nordwesten Chinas sind hunderte Menschen durch die Schneestürme der vergangenen Tage obdachlos geworden. 

Wie die amtliche Nachrichtenagentur Xinhua am Sonntag berichtete, zerstörten die seit Freitag wütenden Schneestürme in der Provinz Xinjiang fast 800 Häuser.

Knapp 5000 weitere wurden beschädigt. 

Dem Bericht zufolge kam ein Mensch ums Leben. Rund 5500 weitere mussten in Sicherheit gebracht werden.

Überflutungen gab es dagegen in Australien, wo mehrere Menschen ertranken. In Mexiko kamen wegen der andauernden Kälte bis zum Wochenende neun Menschen ums Leben, die meisten davon in den nördlichen Bundesstaaten. 

Auch in den benachbarten USA hält das frostige Wetter an.
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ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE
UN DAILY NEWS
8 January 2010
Fashionistas to the fore in UN battle to preserve biodiversity
The United Nations is mobilizing the fashion and cosmetics industries in an “eco-fashion” battle to curb the unprecedented loss of the world’s biodiversity, from the over-harvesting of wild species for their skins or natural fibres to the pollution caused by manufacturing processes.
At the initiative of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), more than 500 prominent figures from government, international organizations and the above industries will meet in Geneva on 20 and 21 January to call for ethical action by producers and consumers against the rapid loss of the world’s species as part of the International Year of Biodiversity.

The General Assembly proclaimed 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity in a bid to halt the unprecedented extinction of species due to human activity – at a pace some experts estimate to be 1,000 times more rapid than the natural rate typical of the Earth's long-term history – and multiple events are scheduled throughout the 12 months to produce blueprints for action.

“Eco-fashion does not involve the unsustainable harvesting of species such as the Tibetan antelope, which has declined in number from over 1 million in 1900 to 75,000 today because poachers sell the skins for the production of luxury shawls,”UNCTAD said today in a news release, stressing the role that governments, businesses, and consumers can play in promoting biodiversity conservation and the sustainable use of natural resources.

“Changing the way consumers and markets value biodiversity offers an opportunity to maximize the positive and minimize the negative impact on communities, economies and the environment. 
By further redefining sustainable development to include greater business engagement in policy and strategy debates, prospects for tackling the global challenges presented by poverty and environmental degradation are strengthened.”

The Geneva gathering will begin with a high-profile business seminar and conclude with an “EcoChic” fashion show and exhibition launch celebrating sustainable fashion and accessories, of which over 50 have been donated by designers from around the world, including the renowned figures Diane Von Furstenberg, Manish Arora, Bora Aksu, and Thakoon.

In addition, established “sustainable” fashion labels such as Edun, Noir, Ciel, and Kumvana Gomani will contribute garments and accessories from their latest collections.

UNCTAD cited as an example of successful sustainable management the export of caiman skins and products by Bolivian communities – over $1.4 million in sales to Italy, up 282 per cent over 2003, and $500,000 to the United States, up 364 per cent – under plans ensuring that harvesting does not exceed reproduction rates, and that communities maintain a clean environment to enable the species to thrive.

Citing harmful production practices, the agency noted that washing wool, separating flax fibres from stalks, tanning leather, bleaching, dying, printing, and finishing consume large amounts of water and energy, use toxic chemicals and produce effluents that can pollute air, water and soil. 
Leather tanning is particularly polluting, having one of the highest toxic intensities per unit of output.

By contrast, “eco-fashion” firms adopt approaches that take into account the preservation of the environment. For example,organically grown cotton does not involve the use of pesticides and other chemicals that can cause species damage.

Worldwide, cotton now accounts for 11 per cent of pesticides and 25 per cent of all insecticides used each year.

Loss of habitat is the principal cause of loss of species and some 11 per cent of the natural areas remaining in 2000 may soon disappear, chiefly as a result of conversion for agriculture, the expansion of infrastructure, and climate change,UNCTAD warns.

Some 60 per cent of coral reefs could be gone by 2030. Longer-term damage is still more extensive: in the last 300 years,the global forest area has shrunk by approximately 40 per cent, completely disappearing in 25 countries, and since 1900 the world has lost about 50 per cent of its wetlands.

After the gathering, the EcoChic Geneva Exhibition will be open for two weeks, exploring the multifaceted nature of sustainable fashion with particular focus on uses of biodiversity that provide benefits and income for communities in developing economies, through a range of creative displays of eco-friendly garments, accessories and cosmetics.

A host of other events – meetings, symposia, multi-media exhibitions – will follow throughout the year in venues around world, from Trondheim, Norway, to Delhi, India, from Doha, Qatar, to Cartagena, Colombia, and from Shanghai, China, to Nairobi, Kenya, culminating in a high-level meeting at UN Headquarters in New York at the start of the General Assembly's 65th annual General Debate in September and an official closing in Kanazawa, Japan, in December.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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